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1. The Finance Bill, 2026 (hereinafter referred to as the "Bill") was introduced in the House of 

Representatives by the Honourable Davendranath Tancoo, Minister of Finance, on Friday June 5, 

2026. 

2. The Bill seeks to amend the following pieces of legislation:  

 Trustee Ordinance Ch. 4 of 1939;  

 Gambling and Betting Act, Chap. 11:19;  

 Prison Service Act, Chap. 13:02;  

 Police Service Regulations, Chap. 15:01;  

 Registrar General Act, Chap. 19:03; 

 Registration of Clubs Act, Chap 21:01;  

 Pharmacy Board Act, Chap. 29:52;  

 Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Act, Chap. 30:03;  

 Tobacco Control Act, Chap. 30:04;  

 Fire Service Act, Chap. 35:50;  

 Motor Launches Act, Chap 50:08;  

 Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10;  

 Petroleum Regulations, Chap. 62:01;  

 Copra Products Control Act, Chap. 64:30;  

 Forests Act, Chap. 66:01;  

 Sawmills Act, Chap. 66:02;  

 Conservation of Wildlife Act, Chap. 67:01;  

 Animal (Diseases, Importation, Health and Welfare) Act, Chap. 67:02;  

 Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:01;  

 Income Tax Act, Chap. 75:01;  

 Corporation Tax Act, Chap. 75:02;  

 Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap. 77:01;  

 Customs Act, Chap. 78:01;  

 Companies Act, Chap. 81:01;  

 Partnership Act, Chap. 81:02;  

 Registration of Business Names Act, Chap. 82:85;  

 Liquor Licences Act, Chap. 84:10;  

 Income Tax (In Aid of Industry) Act, Chap. 85:04;  

 Spirits and Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54; and  

 Non Profit Organisations Act, Act No. 7 of 2019.  

 

BACKGROUND 
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BILL SUMMARY 

The Bill provisions can be summarised as follows: 

 The introduction of fiscal incentives for individuals and companies.   

 Increased penalties for the commission of offences or infractions under various 

legislative frameworks, which concern the safety and health of the population.  

 Registrar General is empowered under various legislative frameworks to determine the 

mode of submission of documents where required.  

 Increased penalties for the commission of offences or infractions under various 

legislative frameworks, pertaining to carrying out certain activities or conducting 

business without a licence, where a licence is required.   

 

 

 

Trustee Ordinance, Ch. 4 of 1939 

3. Clause 2 of the Bill amends the Ordinance by inserting a new section 2B which empowers the 

Registrar General to accept the registration of an express trust or other form of legal arrangement 

beyond the stipulated periods, provided that a penalty of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) is paid 

every month that the trustee of the express trust or the administrator of the legal arrangement 

fails to comply with the registration timeline requirements.  

Gambling and Betting Act, Chap 11:29  

4. Clause 3 increases the penalties for the commission of offences by the holder of a betting office 

licence under sections 40(1) and 40(2) of the Gambling and Betting Act, Chap. 11:29.  The fine 

for employing a person who is disqualified1 from holding or obtaining a licence has increased from 

Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) to Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00).  The fine for failing to 

produce a licence without reasonable cause, when required by a constable, has increased from 

One Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150.00) to Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), if such licensee 

refuses or fails to produce his licence to a constable for examination where required.  

Prison Service Act, Chap. 13:02  

5. Clause 4 of the Bill amends the Fifth Schedule of the Act in Rule 4(1) by inserting a new paragraph 

(e). This new paragraph (e) provides that a prison officer’s pension, gratuity or other allowance 

benefits may be calculated based on the salary of a higher office if they acted in that higher office 

                                                      
1 According to section 39 of the Gambling and Betting Act, Chap 11:19, a person who is convicted an offence under sections 27, 37 or 
38 of the Act or is convicted of any offence involving fraud or dishonesty shall forfeit his betting office licence, which shall be cancelled. 
A person whose licence is forfeited and cancelled under this section is disqualified for life for holding or obtaining a licence.  

KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL 
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for at least twelve (12) continuous months but no more than three (3) continuous years, 

immediately before the date of compulsory retirement or the date on which he proceeds on 

annual leave, immediately preceding the date of his compulsory retirement leave.  

Police Service Regulations, Chap. 15:01  

6. Clause 5 amends Regulation 183A of the Police Service Regulations made under the Police 

Service Act, Chap. 15:01, by inserting a new subregulation (1A). Under the new subregulation a 

police officer in the First or Second Division of the Police Service, who acted in a higher office for 

at least twelve (12) continuous months but no more than three (3) continuous years, immediately 

before the date of compulsory retirement or the date on which he proceeds on annual leave, 

immediately preceding the date of his compulsory retirement leave, shall be eligible to have his 

pension, gratuity and other allowances calculated as though he were substantively appointed to 

the higher office.  

Registration of Clubs Act, Chap. 21:01  

7. Clause 7 of the Bill amends section 12 of the Registration of Clubs Act, Chap. 21:01 and increases 

the penalty for supplying, selling or authorising the sale or supply of intoxicating liquor on the 

premises of an unregistered club from Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to Fifteen Thousand 

Dollars ($15,000.00). Additionally, the penalty for keeping intoxicating liquor for supply or sale on 

the premises of an unregistered club has increased from Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to 

Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00), for each member of the club. 

Pharmacy Board Act, Chap. 29:52  

8. Clause 8 seeks to amend section 31(5) of the Pharmacy Board Act, Chap. 29:52 by increasing the 

fine for selling drugs which are listed or described in the Second Schedule of the Act2, without a 

valid licence from Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 

($7,500.00).  

Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Act, Chap. 30:03  

9. Clause 9 proposes to increase the penalties for offences committed under section 13 of the 

Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Act, Chap. 30:033. The fine for a person guilty of an offence has 

increased, on summary conviction for a first offence, from a fine of two thousand dollars 

($2,000.00) to a fine of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00), and for a subsequent offence from a 

fine of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) to a fine of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00). On 

                                                      
2 Drugs listed in the Second Schedule of the Pharmacy Board Act, Chap. 29:52 include: paracetamol, Epsom salts, optrex eye lotion, 
Milk of Magnesia, Savlon and Listerine, inter alia.  
3 These offences include inter alia breaching any conditions subject to which a controlled product is registered or a licence was 
granted to him under the Regulations; assaulting, intimidating or obstructing an inspector;  bribing an inspector or offering some 
inducement; failing to comply with any requirement imposed by an inspector under section 8; preventing  any person from appearing 
before or being examined by an inspector; knowingly or recklessly making any false or misleading statement article seized under the 
Act without the authority of the inspector  
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conviction on indictment, the fine has increased from Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to 

Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00).   

Tobacco Control Act, Chap. 30:04   

10.  Clause 10 of the Bill seeks to amend section 37 of the Act by repealing the provision and inserting 

a new section 37, to increase the penalties for offences contained in sections 13 to 17A. The new 

penalties are as follows:  

 Current Proposed 

First Offence Summary Conviction  
A fine of One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($100,000.00) and to 
imprisonment for six (6) months.  
 

Summary Conviction  
A fine of One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) 
and to imprisonment for nine (9) 
months.  
 

Second Offence  Summary Conviction  
A fine of Two Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($200,000.00) and to 
imprisonment for one (1) year.  

 

Summary Conviction  
A fine of Three Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) 
and to imprisonment for eighteen 
(18) months.   
 

Third Offence Summary Conviction  
A fine of Two Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) 
and to imprisonment for two (2) 
years.  
 

Summary Conviction 
A fine of Three Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) 
and to imprisonment for twenty-
seven (27) months.  
 

 On Conviction on Indictment  
A fine of Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($500,000.00) and to 
imprisonment for three (3) years. 

On Conviction on Indictment  
A fine of Six Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($600,000.00) and to 
imprisonment for three (3) years. 

 

11. In addition to amending the penalties outlined above, Clause 10 further revises the penalties for 

the contravention of provisions in the Act for which there is no penalty. It provides that the 

penalty for the commission of an offence which is silent as to the penalty, is a fine of Three 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) and to imprisonment for eighteen (18) months on 

summary conviction and a fine of Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($600,000.00) and to 

imprisonment for three (3) years on conviction on indictment.  

Fire Service Act, Chap. 35:50 

12. Clause 11 of the Bill amends the Act in the Fifth Schedule by inserting a new paragraph (aa) in 

Clause 3(7A). This amendment makes provision for the calculation of a fire service officer’s 
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retirement benefits, which may be calculated based on the salary of an acting position of higher 

office if held continuously for at least twelve (12) months before compulsory retirement.  

Motor Launches Act, Chap. 50:08 

13. Clause 12 of the Bill amends section 11 of the Act by increasing the penalty for the contravention 

of provisions in the Act where no specific penalty is provided. Accordingly, where a person 

commits an offence under the Act for which no penalty is prescribed, that person is liable on 

summary conviction to a fine of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00).   

Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10 

14. Clause 13 amends the Act in section 244 by increasing to Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00), the 

penalty payable by the owner or a master of a passenger ship, where the ship has on board a 

number of passengers greater than is allowed in accordance with the Passenger Ship Safety 

Certificate.  

Petroleum Act, Chap. 62:01  

15. Clause 14 of the Bill introduces the following new definition in Regulation 2 of the Petroleum 

Regulations:  

 “marginal marine gas field” means an offshore shallow water field with recoverable 

gas 2C contingent resources estimated at three hundred billion cubic feet or less and 

an internal rate of return of less than fifteen per cent as a standalone project, which 

comes into production after 1st January, 2026, and is certified by the Minister as a 

marginal marine gas field.  

 

16. Further, Clause 14 amends the Petroleum Regulations by inserting a new subregulation (1A), 

which provides that an Exploration and Production Licensee or a contractor under a Production 

Sharing Contract is required to pay an eight per cent (8%) royalty on natural gas won and saved 

from a marginal marine gas field.  

Copra Products Control Act, Chap. 64:30 

17. By virtue of Clause 15, the Copra Products Control Act, Chap 64:30 is amended in section 14 by 

revising penalty for manufacturing copra products4 without the relevant licence. It provides that 

a person who commits the offence under this section is now liable on summary conviction to a 

fine of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00), in addition to the forfeiture of machinery, implements 

and copra products on the premises, inter alia.  

                                                      
4 Pursuant to section 2 of the Copra Products Control Act, Chap 64:30, “copra products” refer to deodorised edible oil, lard substitute, 
and such other products as the Minister shall by Order include under such designation, which products shall be obtained by process of 
manufacture wholly or in part from the kernel of the coconut.  
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Forests Act, Chap. 66:01 

18. Clause 16 seeks to amend section 7A(5) by increasing the penalty applicable to the offence of 

removing timber from land, by any means, without the requisite Removal Permit. The commission 

of this offence carries a penalty of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) and 

imprisonment for two (2) years, on summary conviction.  

 

19. Clause 16 also amends section 7F(4) by revising the penalty payable for removing timber in excess 

of the maximum quantity permitted by virtue of a Removal Permit. The revised penalty for the 

commission of this offence is a fine of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000.00), on 

summary conviction.  

Sawmills Act, Chap. 66:02 

20. Pursuant to Clause 17 of the Bill, section 4A(6) of the Act is amended by increasing to Ten 

Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00), the fine payable by a person who extracts, carries or transports 

logs without first obtaining a Log Haulage Permit.  

 

21. Clause 17 further amends the Act in section 5 by providing for an increased fine of One Hundred 

and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) payable by the owner, manager or any person for the 

time being in charge of a sawmill which is operating without a valid sawmill licence. In the case of 

a continuing offence, a further penalty of Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00) for 

each day during which the offence continues.  

Conservation of Wildlife Act, Chap. 67:01 

22. Clause 18 of the Bill seeks to amend section 6(3) by increasing the fine payable for failing to 

produce a State Game Licence, whilst on State Lands and in circumstances indicating that the 

person is hunting, to Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00).  

 

23. Further, Clause 18 also amends section 6(4) by revising the applicable penalty to Sixty Thousand 

Dollars ($60,000.00) where a person without a State Game Licence, a Residence Licence or a 

Special Licence, hunts specified animals5 on State Lands, permits any dog on State Lands or is 

found on State Lands under circumstances which demonstrate that he was engaged in hunting, 

inter alia.   

 

24. According to Clause 18, section 6(5) is amended so that a person who is disqualified from holding 

a State Game Licence under section 6(4) but is found hunting on State Lands or attempts to obtain 

a State Game Licence, inter alia, is liable to a new fine in the sum of One Hundred and Fifty 

Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00).  

                                                      
5 Pursuant to the Second Schedule of the Conservation of Wildlife Act, Chap. 67:01, the following animals shall not be hunted without 
the requisite licence: Agouti, Lappe, Quenk, Alligator or Cayman, inter alia.   
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Animals (Diseases, Importation, Health and Welfare) Act, Chap. 67:02 

25. Clause 19 of the Bill proposes to amend section 15(3) of the Act by increasing the prescribed fine 

for contravening Regulations made under section 15, in respect of defining ports at which animals 

or carcasses may be landed, regulating the movement of animals, carcasses and fodder and 

controlling the examination, disposal and cleansing of animals, carcasses, litter in a port, inter alia, 

to Sixty Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00).  

Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:01 

26. Clause 20 of the Bill proposes to amend section 43 of the Act by inserting new subsections (2A) 

and (2B). The effect of this amendment is providing that donations may be permitted as a source 

of Funding for the Funds6 set out in the First Schedule of the Act.  Where donations are received 

for Funds, a certificate verifying receipt of the money shall be issued.  

Income Tax Act, Chap. 75:01 

27. Clause 21 inserts a new section 18D into the Act which effectually creates a tax relief for 

individuals that contribute, by way of donations, to Funds established in accordance with the 

Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:01. Such tax relief takes the form of deductions which shall 

not exceed the lower of twenty per cent (20%) of the total income of the individual for that year 

of income or twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00). 

 

28. Clause 21 also inserts a new section 48O into the Act which permit landlords who pay the 

Landlord Business Surcharge pursuant to the Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap 77:01 to claim a tax 

credit on their annual income.  

Corporation Tax Act, Chap. 75:02 

29. Clause 22 proposes to insert a new section 10AA into the Act which creates fiscal incentives, in 

form of deductions for companies which donate to Funds established in accordance with the 

Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:01.  

 

30. Clause 23 further inserts a new section 16M which establishes tax credits for companies which 

are landlords registered in accordance with the Landlord Business Surcharge framework under 

the Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap 77:01.  

Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap. 77:01 

31. Clause 23 amends section 30 of the Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap 77:01, which sets out various 

offences under the Act. The amendment seeks to increase the penalties payable for the 

commission of the offences outlined below:  

                                                      
6 Pursuant to the First Schedule of the Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap 69:01, Established Funds include, but are not limited to: NALIS 
Fund, Launches Renewals Fund, Widows’ and Orphans’ Pension Fund, CARICOM Petroleum Fund and Government Savings Bonds 
Reserve Fund.  
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32. Clause 23 further amends section 81(1)(b) of the Act by inserting the words “irrespective of the 
number of premises being let out by the Landlord”. This amendment clarifies that the registration 
fee of Twenty-Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) in relation to the Landlord Business Surcharge, 
is a one-time fee to be paid by Landlords.  
 

33. Clause 23 also proposes to repeal section 85(1)(e) and inserts a new subsection (1A). These 
amendments effectually empower the Minister with responsibility for Finance, by Order, to 
amend the list of persons or entities which are exempt from the Landlord Business Surcharge.  

Customs Act, Chap. 78:01 

34. Clause 24 seeks to amend the Act in section 45(1) by inserting a new paragraph (w), which has 
the effect of prohibiting all goods produced from forced labour from being imported.  

Section  Offence  Penalty 

Section 30(1)  Any person who, with intent to 

deceive and for the purposes of this 

Act or of Regulations made 

thereunder, produces, promises, 

sends or otherwise makes use of any 

book, account, estimate, return or 

other document which is false in a 

material particular, is guilty of an 

offence. 

Summary Conviction  

A fine of Five Thousand Dollars 

($5,000.00) and to imprisonment 

for two (2) years.   

Section 30(2)   Any person who is knowingly 

concerned in, or in the taking of steps 

with a view to, the fraudulent 

evasion, by him or any other person, 

of tax chargeable under this Act is 

guilty of an offence. 

Summary Conviction  

A fine of Five Thousand Dollars 

($5,000.00) and to imprisonment 

for two (2) years.   

 

Section 30(3)  A prosecution for an offence under 

this section may be commenced at 

any time within three years next after 

the date of the offence committed, 

notwithstanding anything in any 

other written law.  

A fine of Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000.00) and to imprisonment 
for two (2) years.   
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Companies Act, Chap. 81:01 

35. Clause 25 of the Bill amends the Act in section 489(1) by inserting a new paragraph (h) which 

allows a company or other body corporate to be voluntarily struck off of the register. 

Partnerships Act, Chap. 78:01  

36. Clause 26 proposes to insert a new section 20DB into the Act, which empowers the Registrar7 to 

determine the mode of submission of any document which is to be delivered, received or filed or 

registered with the Registrar, whether it be typed, printed or in an electronic form identified and 

maintained by the Registrar for such purpose. This Clause further provides that where a document 

is delivered, registered, inter alia, with the Registrar must be accompanied by valid identification 

documents.  

Registration of Business Names Act, Chap. 82:85 

37. Clause 27 of the Bill seeks to insert a new subsection (3) into section 2A of the Act. This new 

subsection requires that any document registered by, delivered to, or filed with, inter alia, the 

Registrar General, be submitted in the manner determined by the Registrar General and it shall 

be accompanied by valid identification documents. 

Liquor Licences Act, Chap. 84:10 

38. Clause 28 of the Bill amends section 20A of the Act by increasing to the number of amusement 

games permitted to operate at any given time in a licenced premises, to thirty-three (33).  
 

39. Clause 28 further amends the Act in section 20B by revising a “gaming tax” regime which is 

applicable to every amusement game operated on a licenced premises, including an electronic 

roulette device8. The revised tax regime is described in the table below:  

                                                      
7 Pursuant to Section 20A of the Partnerships Act, Chap. 81:02, the “Registrar” refers to the Registrar General or any officer acting in 
that capacity and includes any person duly authorised by the Registrar General in accordance with section 3(1) of the Registrar General 
Act.  
8 According to Clause 28(1D), an “electronic gaming device” refers to a gaming device that automatically spins a ball around a 
mechanical roulette wheel and determines the outcome of a round of play via electronic sensors.  

Game/Device  Gaming Tax Payable  Payment of Gaming Tax   

Clause 28(1A)(a) – 

Amusement games other 

than electronic roulette 

devices.   

Three Thousand One 

Hundred and Twenty-

Five Dollars ($3,125.00) 

Payable once per quarter in 

respect of each amusement game, 

on or before the first day of each 

quarter.   

Clause 28(1A)(b) – 

electronic roulette device 

Thirty Thousand Dollars 

($30,000.00)  

Payable once per quarter in 

respect of each electronic roulette 

device, on or before the first day of 

each quarter.  
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40. According to Clause 28(1E), a “quarter” refers to a period of three months in a calendar year, 

namely:  

 The first quarter from April 1 to June 30;  

 The second quarter from July 1 to September 30;  

 The third quarter from October 1 to December 31; and  

 The fourth quarter from January 1 to March 31.  

 

41. Notwithstanding the payment of the gaming tax according to quarters in the year as defined 

above, Clause 28(1C) provides that a person who has been granted a licence after the 

commencement of any quarter shall pay the gaming tax for the quarter in which the licence was 

issued in full and such tax shall be payable within fifteen (15) days of the commencement of the 

quarter or within fifteen (15) days of the date on which the licence is granted in that quarter.  

 

42. Clause 28 further amends the Act by increasing the penalties for the commission of offences 

under the Act. The table below sets out the relevant offences and the revised penalties.  

Section  Offence  Penalty 

Section 53 Offences by licenced persons in respect of 

stock and certificate books, including but 

not limited to:  

 Failure to obtain, provide, keep, 

produce or return a certificate 

book, or a stock book as by this Act 

required, or to make the required 

entries therein.  

 Hindering or obstructing any 

Officer in examining a certificate 

book or a stock book, or in making 

any entry therein or extract 

therefrom.  

 Making a false entry in a certificate 

book or a stock book.  

 Cancelling, altering, obliterating or 

destroying any part of a certificate 

book or a stock book or any entry 

therein.  

A penalty of Seventeen 

Thousand Five Hundred 

Dollars ($17,500.00) for each 

offence committed under this 

section.  
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Income Tax (In Aid of Industry) Act, Chap. 85:04 

43. By virtue of Clause 29 of the Bill, section 24 is amended to make provision for allowances 

connected to marginal marine gas field expenditure.  

 

44. Clause 29 amends the Act by inserting a new section 24A, which empowers the Minister with 

responsibility for energy and energy industries to certify that a field is a marginal gas field for the 

purposes of fiscal incentives permitted under the Act.  

Spirits and Spirit Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54 

45. Clause 29 of the Bill seeks to revise several penalties under the Spirits and Spirits Compounds 

Act, Chap. 87:549. The table below reflect the offences and revised penalties.  

                                                      
9 Pursuant to section 2 of the Spirits and Spirits Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54, “compounds” means compounded spirits which have 
been prepared in Trinidad and Tobago by adding any ingredient or flavouring to spirits; but the expression “compounds” shall not 
include rum made in Trinidad and Tobago which is cured or otherwise treated, but not so as to cause obscuration amounting to more 
than 5.8 per cent Alc./Vol. or bay rum or perfumed spirits made in accordance with Part VIII, or medicinal spirits made in accordance 
with Part IX, or vinegar made in accordance with Part X, or gin. 
 
Pursuant to section 2 of the Spirits and Spirits Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54, “spirits” means spirits of any description, and includes all 
liquors mixed with spirits, and all mixtures or preparations made with spirits, other than compounds, medicinal spirits and vinegar.  

Section 54(1) Prohibition of a person licenced to sell 

spirits from sending out, delivering or 

receiving any spirits required to be 

accompanied by a certificate, without 

such certificate or with an inaccurate 

certificate,  

A penalty of Seventeen 

Thousand Five Hundred 

Dollars ($17,500.00) 

Section 64  Prohibition of a licenced wine retailer or 

wine merchant from having in its 

possession on the licenced premises, any 

spirits.  

A penalty of Twenty Thousand 
Dollars ($20,000.00).    

Section  Offence  Penalty 

Section 7(3)  Prohibition against using a still or 

makes or distils spirits without a 

distiller’s licence.  

A penalty of Twelve Thousand 

Dollars ($12,000.00) for each 

offence committed.   

Section 30(1)  Failure by distiller to provide scaled, 

weights and meters for measuring 

sprits (See: section 26) 

A penalty of Five Thousand 

Dollars ($5,000.00). 



 

 

13 | P a g e  
The Finance Bill, 2026 

                                                      
10 Pursuant to section 2 of Spirits and Spirits Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54, “medicinal spirits” refers to means any medicinal 
preparation containing spirits and prepared in Trinidad and Tobago under this Act according to formulae laid down in the British 
Pharmacopoeia or expressly approved in writing by the Chief Medical Officer, but does not include any preparation compounded for 
the use of a particular person by a licensed druggist in execution of a prescription issued to such person by a medical practitioner or 
dentist registered under the Medical Board Act.  
11 Pursuant to section 2 of Spirits and Spirits Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54, “vinegar” refers to any liquid imported or prepared in 
Trinidad and Tobago under this Act and derived wholly from alcoholic and acetous fermentation containing not less than four per cent 
of acetic acid. 

 Failure to use the scales, weights and 

meters specified in the Act (See: 

section 27) 

 Failure to keep the specified weights, 

scales and meters in a proper place 

(See: section 28)  

 Failure to permit any officer to use the 

specified scales, weights and meters 

when requested (See: section 29) 

Section 30(2)   It is an offence for any distiller to 

provide, use or permit to be used an 

insufficient, false, or unjust scale, 

weight or meter; and  

 It is an offence for any distiller to 

practise any device or contrivance by 

which an officer may be prevented or 

hindered or deceived in taking the just 

and true quantity or weight of any 

spirits or of any package, puncheon, 

cask or vessel. 

A penalty of Twelve Thousand 
Dollars ($12,000.00).  

Section 65(2)   Compounding spirits for sale without a 

licence.  

A penalty of Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000.00).  

Section 75   Prohibition against using spirits for a 

purpose other than which it is 

intended.  

A penalty of Twelve Thousand 
Dollars ($12,000.00).  

Section 79(2)   Preparation of medicinal spirits10 for 

sale without a licence.   

A penalty of Twelve Thousand 
Dollars ($12,000.00). 

Section 95(2)   Manufacturing vinegar11 for sale 

without a licence. 

A penalty of Eight Thousand 
Dollars ($8,000.00).  
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Non-Profit Organisations Act, Act No. 7 of 2019 

46. Clause 31 of the Bill amends section 3A of the Act by inserting a new subsection (2) which requires 

that documents submitted to, registered by or filed with the Registrar General be accompanied 

by valid identification documents.  

 
 

 

 

KEY LEGISLATION 

 Gambling and Betting Act, Chap 11:19;  
 Tobacco Control Act, Chap 30:04; 
 Income Tax Act, Chap 75:01;  
 Corporation Tax Act, Chap 75:02;  
 Miscellaneous Taxes Act, Chap 77:01;  
 Customs Act, Chap 78:01;  
 Liquor Licences Act, Chap 84:10;  
 Prison Service Act, Chap. 13:02;  
 Police Service Regulations, Chap. 15:01;  
 Registrar General Act, Chap. 19:03; 
 Registration of Clubs Act, Chap 21:01;  
 Pharmacy Board Act, Chap. 29:52;  
 Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Act, Chap. 30:03;  
 Fire Service Act, Chap. 35:50;  
 Motor Launches Act, Chap 50:08;  
 Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10;  
 Petroleum Regulations, Chap. 62:01;  
 Copra Products Control Act, Chap. 64:30;  
 Forests Act, Chap. 66:01;  
 Sawmills Act, Chap. 66:02;  
 Conservation of Wildlife Act, Chap. 67:01;  
 Animal (Diseases, Importation, Health and Welfare) Act, Chap. 67:02;  
 Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:01;  
 Companies Act, Chap. 81:01;  

                                                      
12 Pursuant to section 2 of Spirits and Spirits Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54, “methylated spirits” means spirits mixed with any substance 
or combination of substances approved for the purpose of methylation, or imported methylated spirits. 

Section 122(2)  Supply, receipt or importation of 

methylated spirits12 by a person other 

than a licenced retailer.  

A penalty of Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000.00).  
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 Partnership Act, Chap. 81:02;  
 Registration of Business Names Act, Chap. 82:85;  
 Spirits and Compounds Act, Chap. 87:54; and  
 Non Profit Organisations Act, Act No. 7 of 2019.  
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