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THE
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
OFFICIAL REPORT
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MAY 23, 2025
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SENATE
= Friday, June 05, 2026
1.30 P.M.

[MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair]

The Senate having assembled, and it being the first meeting of the Second
Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the
Clerk of the Senate read the following Proclamation:

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

No. 7 of 2026.
By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA

KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces.

[L.S.]

CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO

President

A PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS it is provided by subsection (1) of section 67 of the

Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago that each session of
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Proclamation (cont’d) 2026.06.05

Parliament shall be held at such place within Trinidad and Tobago and shall
commence at such time as the President may by Proclamation appoint:

Now, therefore, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as
aforesaid, do hereby appoint the Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad, as the
place at which the Second Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago shall be held, and 1.30 p.m. on Friday the
5™ day of June, 2026, as the time at which the said Session shall commence,
with any Member, if necessary, attending a sitting virtually, while in
Trinidad and Tobago, with the prior approval of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives or the President of the Senate, in accordance with guidelines
to be established.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the
President of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, at the Office of the President, St.
Ann’s, this 19" day of May, 2026.
PRAYERS
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. President: Hon. Senators, | have granted leave of absence to Sen. The Hon.
Leroy Baptiste who is out of the country.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
Mr. President: Hon. Senators, | have received correspondence from Her
Excellency the President Christine Carla Kangaloo, O.R.T.T., advising of the
following, in accordance with sections 43(2)(e), 40(2)(b) and 44(1)(a) of the
Constitution, respectively:
VACANT SEAT
“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
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Announcement by the President (cont’d) ’ 2026.06.05
By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA
KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
/s/Christine Kangaloo
President.
TO: MRS. JANELLE JOHN-BATES
WHEREAS by the provisions of section 43(2)(e) of the Constitution of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (hereinafter referred to as “the Constitution”™),
the President, in exercise of the power vested in her, and acting in accordance with
the advice of the Leader of the Opposition, is empowered to declare the seat of a
Senator to be vacant;

NOW THEREFORE, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as
aforesaid, acting in accordance with the advice of the Leader of the Opposition, in
exercise of the power vested in me by the said section 43(2)(e) of the Constitution,
do hereby declare the seat of you, JANELLE JOHN-BATES, to be vacant, with
effect from 5™ June, 2026.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the
President of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago at the Office of the President, St.

Ann’s, this 5" day of June, 2026.”

SENATORS’ APPOINTMENT
“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA
KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the
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Senators’ Appointment (cont’d) 2026.06.05

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
/s/Christine Kangaloo
President.
TO: DR. MARGARET SATYA ROSE
In exercise of the power vested in me by section 40(2)(b) of the Constitution of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALQOOQ,
President as aforesaid, acting in accordance with the advice of the Leader of the
Opposition, do hereby appoint you, MARGARET SATYA ROSE, a Senator.
Given under my Hand and the Seal of the
President of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago at the Office of the President, St.
Ann’s, this 5" day of June, 2026.”
“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA
KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces.
/s/Christine Kangaloo
President.
TO: MR. ASHWORTH JACK
WHEREAS Senator the Honourable Leroy Baptiste, is incapable of
performing his duties as a Senator by reason of his absence from Trinidad and

Tobago;
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Senators’ Appointment (cont’d) 2026.06.05

NOW THEREFORE, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as
aforesaid, in exercise of the power vested in me by section 44 (I)(a) and section 44
(4)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, do hereby appoint you,
ASHWORTH JACK, to be a member of the Senate temporarily, with effect from
5" June, 2026, and continuing during the absence of Senator the Honourable Leroy
Baptiste from Trinidad and Tobago.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the
President of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago at the Office of the President, St.
Ann’s, this 5" day of June, 2026.”
AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE
Senators Dr. Margaret Satya Rose and Ashworth Jack took and subscribed
the Affirmation of Allegiance as required by law.
2.00p.m.
CONDOLENCES
(MR. HERBERT ATWELL)
Mr. President: Hon. Senators, former Senator, Mr. Herbert Atwell, passed away
on Saturday, May 23, 2026. | now invite Members to offer tributes. | recognize
Sen. Ashworth Jack.
Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping]
Sen. Ashworth Jack: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Mr. President, today
| rise to pay tribute to a distinguished son of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Herbert
Lionel Atwell, former Government Senator, former Minister of National Security,
former Minister of Energy, entrepreneur, patriot, public servant, who passed on the

23 of May, 2026, marking the end of a life dedicated to service to country.
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) 2026.06.05
Sen. A. Jack (cont’d)

Mr. Atwell was a man deeply committed to the peace, order and security of
this nation. He played a vital role in helping to safeguard the democracy that we
continue to enjoy today and leaves behind a legacy of principled leadership during
some of the most challenging periods of our nation’s history.

| first met him when | was a young man, shortly after his appointment
following the election of the National Alliance for Reconstruction in 1986. He had
been appointed a Senator and Minister of National Security. My immediate
Impression was a man firmly committed to the principles of fairness, justice and
public service. He carried himself with quiet confidence and an unwavering belief
that public office must always be exercised in the interest of the people.
Throughout his parliamentary and ministerial career, Mr. Atwell demonstrated a
steadfast commitment to strengthening national institutions. As Minister of
National Security, he championed improvement within the police service,
advocating for greater discipline, accountability and moral among officers. He
publicly recognized the sacrifice and hard work of police officers and expressed
confidence that the nation could build a service in which citizens could place their
trust and confidence.

His contribution to Parliament reflects not only the concern for law and
order, but also a deep respect for due process and human dignity. During debates
on matters such as capital punishment, he constantly sought balance and human
approaches, emphasizing fairness within the justice system, while remaining
mindful of public concern.

Perhaps his most significant contribution to our national history came during
the attempted coup of 1990. While serving as the Minister of Energy, Mr. Atwell
operated from Camp Ogden and played a pivotal role in coordinating the State’s

response to the national crisis. He was instrumental in the strategic and legal
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) 2026.06.05
Sen. A. Jack (cont’d)

negotiation aimed at securing a safe release of hostages and restoring constitutional
order. He effectively helped preserve the authority of State, while safeguarding
lives during one of the darkest chapters in our democracy. His steadfastness during
the events of 1990 was a lesson in leadership. Governing from Camp Ogden was
never something he planned, but he understood. He stood firm. As we sit in this
House today, we too understand because we know what can happen.

Recent tributes have rightly highlighted his calm leadership, his patriotism,
his unwavering commitment to the nation. He is remembered as a dedicated public
servant whose action during the moment of crisis helped to shape the course of our
country, our country’s history and reinforce the democracy’s values we hold dear.
Mr. Atwell’s life reminds us that public service is not merely about holding office.
It is about courage, integrity and willingness to place country above self. Whether
as an entrepreneur, parliamentarian, Minister or national leader, in times of
uncertainty, he served with distinction and honour.

We can appreciate that sometimes decisions are made to protect all of us, to
protect everyone. We should know that bad actors are always lurking behind the
surface, hoping to capitalize on other events to destabilize our democracy.
Responsible leadership does not endanger public peace for partisan purposes.
Responsible journalism does not fan the flames of chaos. Mr. President, as our
departed brother did, we too on this side stand firm.

On behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and this honourable House,
| extend sincere condolences to his family, friends, former colleagues and all those
whose lives he touched. May we honour his memory by continuing to uphold the
democratic principles, fairness and commitment to the nation’s development that
defined his life. Mr. Herbert Lionel Atwell, rest in eternal peace. | thank you.
Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping]
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) 2026.06.05
Sen. A. Jack (cont’d)

Mr. President: Sen. Dr. Amery Browne.

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping]

Sen. Dr. Amery Browne: Thank you very much, Mr. President. It is my solemn
duty to join in tribute to a distinguished son of the soil, patriot of Trinidad and
Tobago, former Senator, Mr. Herbert Atwell. And | associate myself with many of
the sentiments expressed by Sen. Jack in this regard.

Mr. President, “Herbie”, as he was affectionately known by many of his
contemporaries, was born on July 20, 1937, and died on the 23 of May, 2026.
Between those dates, we have the life and legacy of a true gentleman, a
long-enduring participant in the politics of Trinidad and Tobago, and the founder
and leader of a number of political movements that form part of the history of this
great nation.

There is a short bio that would have been prepared by the Parliament and
available to Senators. | tried, Mr. President, to go a little beyond this by speaking
to some of the close associates of Mr. Atwell over the years. Maybe | could start
there because the list of those associates could be a lesson for us all. They would
have spanned from those who have left us, such as ANR Robinson, Karl
Hudson-Phillips, to those who are still with us, such as Mr. Carlos John, Mr.
Anthony Smart, who we are honoured to have present in the precincts today, and
the late Patrick Augustus Mervyn Manning. Just the breadth of those political
identities would tell us a bit more about “Herbie” Atwell himself.

He was a distinguished son of the soil. He believed in politics as the vehicle
for social change and national development, but he never ran for a seat. Hence, he
confined his parliamentary service to that of a Senator. He was also very fond of
the law, but never became a lawyer himself. So, if you go back to his contributions

and the content of a lot of his discourse, it was always heavy reference to cases and
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) 2026.06.05
Sen. Dr. A. Browne (cont’d)

references to law as part of his content, but he himself never pursued law. Many of
his friends were lawyers, with Karl Hudson-Phillips being the most prominent
among them. “Herbie” was very proud of the fact that he attended Queen’s Royal
College, and he never made a secret of that reality. A number of the friendships
that he established back at that college endured throughout much of his life.

One of the other contradictions or highlights of Mr. Atwell is the fact that he
was both a politician and an extremely private person. Private to the extent that—it
Is my understanding—he requested that no eulogy be presented at his funeral. That
is how private he was. So, it is with mixed emotions that | stand here to give a few
insights into the life of a gentleman who sought to keep some of those insights to
himself.

Mr. President, one of the things | think we should note in tribute to Mr.
Atwell is the unfortunate reality that though he served for a full parliamentary term,
he never qualified for a parliamentary pension. | am told he missed the threshold
by one day, and such is the nature of these arrangements that he simply was unable
to qualify for a parliamentary pension. This is particularly relevant because he
lived a very modest life. He was not a man of great means, and he died not as a
wealthy man indeed; not as a wealthy man indeed.

The reason for his falling short by one day is because as a close confidant of
the incoming Prime Minister in 1986, ANR Robinson, Herbert Atwell actually
helped identify, and appointed much of the Cabinet in advising Mr. Robinson. For
whatever reason, he was one of the last Ministers to be appointed and then was
sworn in just a little too late to have qualified for a pension by the end of that term.
He was the Chairman of the National Alliance for Reconstruction, but even before
that, he was the Chairman of the Organisation for National Reconstruction. So, his

legacy endures throughout much of the important political history of Trinidad and
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) ¥ 2026.06.05
Sen. Dr. A. Browne (cont’d)
Tobago.

Indeed, Mr. Atwell would have had some role in screening and identifying

local government officials to be appointed subsequent to the 1983 local government
election. Those who would have paid attention during that period, and
subsequently, would be aware that our current Prime Minister, Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, became an alderman during that period. It is beyond a doubt that
Mr. Atwell would have had a role even with respect to that particular appointment.
2.15 p.m.
Just a word or two about his family circumstances. Mr. Atwell was very much
known as an adoring father. He had three children, one of whom, Kendell, died
some years ago as a young adult after an accident in New York, with two surviving
children, Peter and Karen. Not only did he love them greatly, but it is clear that
they also loved him greatly, and during his last days, medical challenges and
difficulties, they both would have visited him every single day whilst in hospital. |
would also want to note that some of his colleagues also would have visited him
every single day whilst in hospital as well.

Professionally, on his bio, Mr. Atwell is listed as an entrepreneur. Well,
there is a lot behind that as well. My understanding is that he started working—as
many of our great contributors would have done over the years—in the oil industry,
working at Texaco. He then went into private business, an association with his
then good friend, Carl Hudson Phillips, and then basically became a politician
through and through. In his latter years, he returned to business as an advisor in
various capacities, including at a security company, and also became an advisor to
Patrick Augustus Mervyn Manning.

Mr. President, there is a lot more that could be said. His role in the 1990

coup and the response—the Government’s response subsequent to the 1990 coup—
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) " 2026.06.05
Sen. Dr. A. Browne (cont’d)

has already been identified by several of those who would have remarked upon his
passing. But just to join in saying that that was a crucial moment in the social and
political history of Trinidad and Tobago, and the manner in which Mr. Atwell, Mr.
Smart, Mr. Dookeran, and so many others would have conducted themselves
during that period of test would have helped shape the emergence of the Trinidad
and Tobago post-coup that we currently enjoy. The many nights spent at Camp
Ogden without showering, without the basic amenities that we take for granted,
were contributions that he and his compatriots would have made to the survival and
endurance of Trinidad and Tobago.

Lastly, 1 would say he is not known as a person who worked the social
circuit very much. Again, a very private individual, but he absolutely loved cricket,
and a lifelong fan of the West Indies cricket team. So he would have had the ups
and downs with the West Indies. Also, a great fan of cycling, and | suspect if you
asked him who his best friend was throughout his life, he would not have hesitated
to respond. It would have been former BWIA pilot, Edmund Headley, who he
attended QRC with, who also lived in St. Joseph during those early years, and with
whom he would have traveled by train every day from St. Joseph to Port of Spain
to acquire his education.

| join with colleagues and on behalf of this Bench and the Opposition in
giving reverent and respectful tribute to the life, character, and contributions of
Herbert “Herbie” Atwell, who served this Senate and this nation with distinction. |
offer prayers, condolences to the surviving members of his family, and it is my
hope that his legacy will inspire others to follow a similar path. Thank you, Mr.
President.

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping]

Mr. President: Sen. Francis Lewis.
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) . 2026.06.05
Sen. F. Lewis (cont’d)

Sen. Francis Lewis: Thank you, Mr. President. | rise on behalf of the
Independent Bench to pay tribute to a departed colleague, Sen. Atwell. He served
the country in the Second and Third Republican Parliaments, and as has been
mentioned before, he served in pivotal roles in national security as Minister of
National Security, and later Minister of Energy. In those roles, as indicated before,
he helped pilot our country through some very difficult times.

For those of us who have lived through the mid to late 80s, we remember
well the difficulties of those times and what Sen. Atwell did, was bring a degree of
steadiness and decency to that period in his public service. He was noted in a
debate on a constitutional Motion dealing with the police service and the delays—
he explained that the delays in disciplinary cases often left officers uneasy and
restless. “Uneasy and restless” are his words. He commended the hardworking,
dedicated police officers, many working much beyond the call of duty, and he
expressed the confidence that we would turn the service around and the people of
this country would be able to move ahead and live comfortably in a reasonable time
frame. So it is interesting that the problems that we often describe today have very
deep roots and there have been many labouring to work on improvement. And his
empathy was undoubted.

It was notable that there was, at the time, during his period of service, a
Motion on capital punishment. And there he acknowledged the concerns of
prisoners spending years on death row, citing Justice Davis’ judgment that such
delays may be inhumane. And he proposed that the inquiry be broadened so it
could take into account all the considerations which can and do apply that lead to
these various judicial delays.

He was very committed to due process and addressing public concerns about

humanity, the basic humanness and effectiveness of the death penalty as a
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) o 2026.06.05
Sen. F. Lewis (cont’d)

procedural mechanism itself. As many noted, he served and was instrumental
during the period of the attempted coup in 1990. For those of us who were in
Camp Ogden at the time, | remember well the uncertainty, the doubts, | was there
from the Saturday until the Thursday, that occurred during that period of time. It
was unprecedented in our history. And he, with his colleagues, brought a degree of
steadiness so in that several days, the country recovered. He allowed it, and his
colleagues, for the country to catch its breath and to move forward and to deal with
something that was unprecedented in the history of the country, and to move
forward in a way that would be seen as honourable.

He was very committed to national development and his representations of
the people of Trinidad and Tobago exemplifies a Minister devoted to strengthening
discipline, the rule of law, and safeguarding lives, and amply demonstrated in that
absolute moment of crisis in 1990.

In chatting with people who worked with him, I said, “give me a few
descriptors”. Words that came forward were steady, decent, a gentleman and
someone who was, as echoed earlier, very, very quiet but absolutely effective for
that quietness. And the consensus was he served absolutely well and, as others
have noted, is an exemplar to all of us who serve in this place. So on behalf of the
Independent Bench, | extend my condolences to his family, and to the nation as a
whole, for a servant who served well. Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping]

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, allow me to join you as we pause from our
ordinary business to pay tribute to a former Member of this Chamber, former Sen.
Herbert Lionel Atwell, affectionately known to many as “Herbie”, who passed
away on the 23" of May, 2026. Many among us have come to know Herbert

Atwell through the record of service, leadership and commitment to country that he
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) “ 2026.06.05
Mr. President (cont’d)
left behind.

It is therefore fitting that this honourable Senate places on record its
appreciation for a life devoted to the advancement of Trinidad and Tobago. Much
has already been said about his distinguished public career as a Government
Senator and Minister in the Second and Third Republican Parliaments. Indeed,
Sen. Atwell, a foundation member of the Organization for National Reconstruction,
led by the late Karl Hudson-Phillips, belonged to a generation of public servants
and political leaders who helped shape a defining period in our nation’s democratic
development.

The ONR contested its first general elections in 1981 and became the
foundation party of the National Alliance for Reconstruction. “Herbie” was the
ONR’s first and only Chairman. The general election of 1986 marked a watershed
moment in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. For the first time since
independence, the electorate entrusted the governance of the nation to a new
administration, ushering in a period of significant political transition and national
expectation. Such a moment required individuals prepared to embrace uncertainty,
accept responsibility, and help guide the country through uncharted waters. As
Chairman of the NAR, Herbert Atwell was among those who answered that call.

Few episodes in our nation’s history would test that commitment more than
the attempted coup of July 1990.
2.30p.m.

During that period of national uncertainty, Herbert Atwell was among those
entrusted with helping to guide the State’s response. Operating under extraordinary
circumstances, he played an important role in negotiations and decision-making
aimed at preserving both lives and the rule of law. While history continues to

assess those events, there can be little doubt that he answered the call of duty when
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Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) " 2026.06.05
Mr. President (cont’d)

his country required steady leadership. Such moments do not define the entire life,
but they often reveal the values by which a person chooses to live. By all accounts,
Herbert Atwell approached public service with commitment, dedication and
determination.

Hon. Senators, in many respects, our generation and the generations that
follow can see further because we stand upon the shoulders of those who came
before us. Herbert Atwell was one such pioneer. In reflecting on his life, I am
reminded of the words of Nelson Mandela:

“May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.”

Herbert Atwell’s life reflected a consistent willingness to answer the call to service
and to serve when service was demanded. He helped shape an important chapter in
our nation’s history and left behind a legacy worthy of respect and remembrance.
For that, the people of Trinidad and Tobago owe him and his family a debt of
gratitude.

On behalf of my family, all hon. Members of the Senate and the staff of the
Office of the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, | extend sincere
condolences to the family, friends and loved ones of the late Herbert Lionel Atwell.
May they find comfort in his legacy, strength in their memories and peace in the
knowledge that his contributions to Trinidad and Tobago will not be forgotten. Let
us remember him, not in sorrow, but in gratitude, and may his light continue to
shine through the lives he touched. Herbert Lionel Atwell now belongs to the ages.
May his soul rest in eternal peace and rise in perpetual glory.

Members of this honourable Senate, may invite you all to stand in a minute
of silence as a mark of respect to our late colleague, former Senator, Herbert Lionel
Atwell.

The Senate stood.

UNREVISED



Condolences (Mr. Herbert Atwell) a 2026.06.05

Mr. President (cont’d)

Mr. President: May his soul rest in peace. Thank you.

Hon. Senators, the Clerk will convey to the family of the late Mr. Herbert

Atwell the sentiments expressed today. Thank you Members. Thank you.

PAPERS LAID

1. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Financial Statements of the North Central Regional Health Authority for
the financial year ended September 30, 2014. [The Minister of Planning,
Economic Affairs and Development and Minister in the Ministry of Finance
(Sen. The Hon. Dr. Kennedy Swaratsingh)]

2. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Financial Statements of the Fair Trading Commission for the financial
year ended September 30, 2023. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh]

3. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Consolidated Financial Statements of the Trinidad and Tobago Civil
Aviation Authority for the financial year ended September 30, 2007. [Sen.
The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh]

Submission to the Competent Authority of ILO Convention No. 192 and ILO
Recommendation No. 209 concerning Biological Hazards in the Working
Environment. [The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The
Hon. Darrell Allahar)]

ADJOURNMENT

The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell

Allahar): Mr. President, | beg to move that this Senate do now adjourn to a date

to be fixed.

Question put and agreed to.

Senate adjourned accordingly
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Adjournment (cont’d) 2026.06.05

Adjourned at 2.39 p.m.
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