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SENATE 

Wednesday, May 06, 2026 

The Senate met at 1.30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

[MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

PAPERS LAID 

1. Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations, 2026.  

[The Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation (Sen. The Hon. Eli Zakour)] 

2. Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Fixed Penalty Payment Method and 

Payee) Order, 2026.  [Sen. The Hon. E. Zakour] 

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS BILL, 2026 

Bill to provide for the treatment and rights of the victims of  

Offences [The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney 

General]; read the first time.  

Motion made: That the next stage be taken at a later stage of the 

proceedings.  [Hon. D. Maharaj] 

Question put and agreed to. 

MATERNITY PROTECTION (AMDT.) BILL, 2026 

Bill to amend the Maternity Protection Act, Chap. 45:57[The Minister of 

Labour, Small and Micro Enterprises Development]; read the first time. 

SHIPPING BILL, 2026 

Bill to repeal and replace the Shipping Act, Chap. 50:10, the Harbours Act, Chap. 

50:06, the Droghers Act, Chap. 50:07, the Motor Launches Act, Chap. 50:08, the 

Marking of Ships Act, Chap. 50:09, to amend the Port Authority Act, Chap. 51:01, 

the Pilotage Act, Chap. 51:02, the Customs Act, Chap. 78:01 and the Coroners Act, 

Chap. 6:04 to provide for the certification and registration of seafarers and the 
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certification and registration of vessels and offshore installations, matters relating 

to crew safety and security of life at sea and matters incidental thereto [The 

Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation]; read the first time.  

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS BILL, 2026. 

The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General 

(Hon. Devesh Maharaj):  Mr. President, I beg to move: 

That a Bill to provide for the treatment and rights of the victims of offences 

be now read a second time. 

Mr. President, there are moments in the life of any Parliament when 

legislation transcends the technical and touches the profoundly human.  This is one 

such moment.  For those who have borne witness to the aftermath of crime, in 

communities, in families, in the quiet devastation that follows violence, the truth is 

self-evident.  Justice must be more than a verdict. Justice must be felt.  It must be 

experienced. 

For far too long, the victims of crime in this country have experienced 

anything but justice.  They have experienced silence.  They have experienced 

exclusion.  They have experienced what scholars, and the United Nations alike, 

have named “secondary victimization”, encountering delays, poor communication, 

and a lack of cohesive support. The cruel paradox is where the very system that 

should provide relief becomes an additional source of pain. 

Mr. President, this Bill represents the paradigm shift in our criminal justice 

history.  For generations, our legal framework was designed primarily to protect 

the rights of the accused.  And rightly so, for the process is sacred. However, in 

safeguarding the rights of the accused, we overlook those who have done nothing 

wrong. Those who bore the physical, emotional, and financial scars of wrongdoing, 

and were relegated to the periphery of the process that was supposed to serve them.  
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Today, Mr. President, this Government does not merely promise change; it delivers 

it.  This Bill offers a practical, enforceable, and transformative reform that ensures 

victims are no longer treated as isolated pieces of evidence or reluctant witnesses 

but recognized as central stakeholders with a distinct legal interest in the 

administration of justice. 

Mr. President, we cannot speak about this Bill without confronting the 

reality that makes it so urgently necessary.  The year 2024 was the deadliest on 

record in Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. President, with 625 murders.  Yet behind that 

headline figure lies a far deeper wound:  745 woundings and shootings; 2,399 

robberies; 685 cases of rape and sexual offences; 1,613 burglaries, and 109 

kidnappings.  All in one year. 

Between 2020 and 2023 alone, Mr. President, over 42,000 serious crimes 

were reported to the police.  Not my figures, figures of the Crime and Problem 

Analysis Branch of the TTPS.  I just want to repeat that, Mr. President, some 

42,000 serious crimes in a period of four years.  Mr. President, these are not just 

statistics, each number is a name.  Each number is a mother who has not slept 

soundly since.  A child who flinches at loud sounds.  A father who rebuilt his home 

only to see it stripped away.  A woman who walked into a police station to report 

abuse and left feeling more ashamed than the person she came to report.  These are 

not just statistics, Mr. President; they represent lives shattered, families broken, 

and communities destabilized by physical injury, emotional trauma, and financial 

devastation. 

Victimization in this country is not gender neutral in its impact.  Women and 

children, particularly in the context of domestic and sexual violence, continue to 

bear a disproportionate burden of harm.  Thousands of incidents of domestic 

violence are reported annually, yet only a fraction result in charges or prosecutions.  



4 

Victims’ Right Bill, 2026  2026.05.06 

Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

The gap between reporting and enforcement reflects not only evidential challenges, 

Mr. President, but systemic shortcomings in how victims are supported through the 

process. 

Mr. President, some of us in the legal system and some outside in support 

groups are familiar with the case of Tot Lampkin v The Attorney General of 

Trinidad and Tobago (2024).  And I will just introduce it at this point in time to 

show the systematic failure of the system.  I will try my best not to call names 

because of the tragic ending of the person involved in this.  Mr. President, in this 

case, it is a case of domestic violence ending in death.  The case CV 2021-03178 

gives a history of a woman who made not one, not two, not three, but four reports 

to the police station.  Her reports started in 2013.  Her last report was in December 

2017. 

She made applications to the Judiciary for Domestic Violence—Magistracy, 

had cases before the court.  In one instance, when the matter came up before a 

magistrate, she was questioned for her motive of obtaining a protection order, the 

magistrate is emphasizing to the applicant that this should not be used to receive 

maintenance orders despite the complainant’s insistence that she wanted the order 

to prevent access to the person who eventually executed her.  She was turned 

down. 

1.45 p.m. 

Four reports to the police, three appearances, and three applications to the 

domestic violence court.  When it all failed, her body was retrieved outside in 

Carenage on the road.  This is a classic case, Mr. President, of a victim who, if 

maybe we had a Victims’ Rights Act in place, maybe, just maybe, the investigating 

authorities may have found it necessary to investigate the matter more diligently, 

inform her of the progress of the matter, and the steps that have been taken to 
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prosecute the offender.  Just maybe, a life might have been saved.   

Mr. President, the court in this case found that rights were breached and 

made certain orders.  I think it is under appeal, but the point being made, Mr. 

President, is that this is needed.  A Victims’ Rights Act is needed.  I want to tell 

you, Mr. President, from our brief research, I do not think anywhere else in the 

Caribbean has a Victims’ Rights Bill.  We are first in the Caribbean— 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. D. Maharaj:—and we are moving forward.  Mr. President, when a victim 

feels ignored, uninformed, and unsupported, public confidence in the rule of law 

erodes.  A society that does not trust its institutions cannot be a cohesive one.  This 

Bill is therefore not only about victims, Mr. President, it is about restoring the 

legitimacy of justice itself.  We have had some history with regard to this Victims’ 

Rights Bill.   

In 2015, we had a victims’ rights charter, Mr. President.  It was transferred 

to the Ministry of National Security.  As far as our investigations reveal, nothing 

was done thereafter.  In 2022, it was removed from the Ministry of National 

Security, and when we came into office on August 28th, 2025, it was assigned to 

the Ministry of Justice.  We recognized the importance of this, and we acted 

swiftly, Mr. President.  For over a decade, the victims in this country were 

promised.  Promises, however sincerely made, do not protect a survivor who has 

no statutory right to be informed, consulted, or to be heard.  Mr. President, we 

intend to close that gap, and we shall do that today.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. D. Maharaj:  When I piloted in this august House, Mr. President, the 

Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 2026, I recall my learned friends on the other 

side saying that victims’ rights are supposed to be introduced into that Bill to 
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afford protection.  I did promise them that it was coming, and it was coming in this 

Victims’ Rights Bill, and it is here today.  So, just for purposes of some bit of 

history, I am telling him that this Bill is the answer to those questions that were 

raised in that Bill.   

Now, it is not to say, Mr. President, that there are no agencies that are 

affording some sort of victims’ protection.  For example, Mr. President, we have 

the Victim and Witness Support Unit of the TTPS, which is operating for 

approximately 17 to 20 years.  They provide trauma and support to families who 

are basically homicide victims and they operate in conjunction with the Children’s 

Authority. They recruit services from time to time of psychologists and 

psychiatrists and they have been doing an excellent job.  There is also the Criminal 

Injuries Compensation Board, which affords compensation to certain victims of 

crime, certain specified offences, not across the board, and they themselves have 

been awarding financial aid to victims of crime.   

But here is the fundamental problem, Mr. President.  These institutions, 

valuable as they are now, operate in silos.  There are no overreaching legal 

obligations to coordinate their efforts.  There is no enforceable standard of 

conduct.  There is no statutory right for a victim to demand information to be heard 

and to hold any agencies accountable.  Mr. President, whilst our Constitution 

provides strong safeguards to an accused person, such as rights of life, liberty, fair 

trial, it does not extend to that of a victim.  It is what we might call a moral 

imbalance.   

We look for direction to the Caribbean Court of Justice, and we saw recently 

in the case of Bennett v The Queen, Mr. Justice Jacob Witt, as he then was, he 

interpreted a constitutional guarantee of fairness to extend beyond the accused to 

include victims, witnesses, and the society at whole.  To quote him, in short, he 
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said:   

We note that fairness in this context is not limited to the defendant.   

The trial should be fair to all.  The defendant, the victims, witnesses, and 

society.   

So, therefore, taking a cue from the Caribbean Court of Justice, looking at 

international standards and regional commitments, we have drafted this most 

important Bill to bring to the Parliament.   

I could tell you at the start, Mr. President, that, for example, when this Bill, a 

Victims Bill of Right, was passed in Canada.  The Office of the Federal 

Ombudsman, after reviewing the processes, found that it was a passive piece of 

legislation in that a victim had to approach the institutions to act, to ask for 

information as a trial progressed.  We have changed that, Mr. President.  We are 

not making it passive.  We are saying that institutions, as set out in this Bill, have 

to provide information and have to do certain things for the victims.   In other 

words, Mr. President, we are ahead of the game.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. D. Maharaj:  The global direction is unmistakable, Mr. President.  Modern 

justice systems are moving forward, treating victims as rights holders and not as 

afterthoughts.   

Just recently, in 2023, I think it was, Chief Justices, Justice Ministers, Prime 

Ministers all gathered in Barbados in an exclusive resort called the Needham and it 

produced something called the Needham’s Point Declaration on Criminal Justice 

Reform.  I think it was hosted by the Caribbean Court of Justice Academy for Law.  

Arising out of that conference, there was a call explicitly for a victims’ charter of 

rights, a greater voice for victims in prosecution and sentencing. Trinidad was 

represented by that conference, and today, in May 2026, the results are coming and 
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bearing fruit.  Today, we have produced a Bill arising out of that.   

Mr. Delroy Chuck, Jamaica’s Minister of Justice, arising out of that 

conference, urged the region to utilize restorative justice to deal with violent crime.  

Restorative justice, of course, Mr. President, involves the victim trying to restore 

some sort of dignity, some sort of compensation to him or her, as the case may be, 

in an effort to break a cycle of violence, a cycle of hate, a cycle of trauma.  He 

reported that in Jamaica, in 2022, for example, 3,362 cases that have been referred 

to restorative justice centres have produced positive results.  By introducing 

victims to the forefront of our criminal justice system, Mr. President, we are 

seeking to help break that cycle of trauma, of anguish, of violence, of revenge in a 

society in many, many ways.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Mr. President, if we turn to the Bill itself, and I invite 

colleagues, if we look at the Bill, paragraphs 1 and 2 are the preliminary 

paragraphs.  If we look, for example, in the definitions section of “family 

member”, we have expanded “family member” to include wide degrees of 

consanguinity.  “Injury”, we talk about people, victims who have suffered injury, 

not only includes death, physical bodily harm, psychological harm, mental illness 

or disorder, pregnancy, loss or damage to property, et cetera, et cetera.  It is a very 

wide bit.  It is not restricted, Mr. President, to one type of offence.  Offences across 

the board are going to be caught by this Victim’s Bill. 

Mr. President, the victim itself, who is a victim?  In the Bill, we have 

identified “victim: 

(a) an individual who has suffered injury as a direct result of an offence, 

whether or not the injury was reasonably foreseeable;  

(b) a family member of an individual referred to in paragraph (a); and 
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(c) a witness to an offence…”  

That is a wide berth we have given to the definition of “victim”.  And you 

have rights under this Bill, whether or not the offender is identified, apprehended, 

prosecuted, or convicted for the offense.  That is the wide berth we have given.  A 

victim may make a report.  The person is not apprehended.  He is not found.  He is 

not prosecuted.  You still have rights under this Bill, which I shall spell out as we 

go forward.   

Now, Mr. President, that was not taken by chance.  That definition was not 

placed there by chance.  We have followed the United Nations Declaration of 

Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, 1985.  That 

is how far back this was, this evolution, this movement in the criminal justice 

system, since 1985, this was contemplated by the United Nations.  We have gone 

so far back that we have taken that definition, we have expanded on it, and we are 

saying that a victim who falls into any of these categories can invoke the 

provisions of this Bill.   

We go on to the lofty ideals that are set out in part in clause 4 of the Bill, Mr. 

President.   

“The objects of this Act are to— 

(a) recognise the principles that govern the response to victims by 

investigatory agencies, prosecuting agencies and victims’ services 

agencies, and to establish requirements for the monitoring and review 

of those principles;” 

2.00 p.m. 

Now, I said lofty ideals because if I just fast forward a bit to clause 8, we are 

saying here in clause 8of the Bill, Mr. President that:   

“All investigatory agencies, prosecuting agencies and victims’ services 
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agencies who deal with a victim shall— 

(a) treat the victim with courtesy and compassion;” 

Could you imagine that?  You are going to a police station to make a report.  The 

police now have a duty to treat you with courtesy and compassion.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Is that not a serious change?  Not only must he treat you with 

courtesy and compassion, he must respect the victim’s dignity and privacy.  I have 

encountered many cases in my private practice, Mr. President, where people have 

come to me and they have gone to make a report to a police station and by the time 

they reach back home, the perpetrators of the crime in the area are already telling 

them, “I hear you went to the police station”.  “If you continue with this, you will 

find out”, and threatened that person and that was the end of the matter.   

We are now saying that that victim, when you make that report, you have to 

be treated with dignity and privacy.  And if it means a sea change in the mindset of 

our investigatory agencies, of our prosecuting agencies, so be it.  We intend to pass 

this, Mr. President, and we intend to have awareness programmes with all the 

agencies involved.  We are going to bring them in a room, we are going to set up a 

mandatory code that must be followed, flowing from this Bill, and let them know 

this is the new order.  This is the new order because victims are going to be moved 

from the periphery.  They are coming into the heart of the system, they have 

suffered too long, Mr. President. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Just to jump back at clause 4, Mr. President.  Clause 4(b) says, 

another: 

“…objects of the Act are to— 

recognise the impact of the commission of offences on victims, 
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including the impact on family members of the victims and witnesses 

to the commission of offences…”  

Now, there are cases currently in Trinidad where, by law, according to the 

Plea Bargaining Act, where victims, and I think there are cases involving the 

maximum sentencing, where victims can give a victim impact statement.  In other 

cases, sometimes the court asks for victim impact statements but it is not by law.  

We are codifying it into law now for the first time, that outside of that statute, 

victims can give victim impact statements to the court to demonstrate the trauma 

that they have suffered, the impact in their lives they have suffered, not for the 

purposes of increasing or lowering sentencing as the case may be, as is set out by 

the Court of Appeal judgement, but to let the court know, the prosecution know, 

people in the court might stand up and they might sit and hear, the victim.   

The actual accused himself, the offender, on hearing the impact of this 

crime, what has been done to the family of that accused, hopefully, Mr. President, 

a certain rehabilitative mechanism may kick into place.  He might tell himself, I 

did not realize the wrong that I have done created this impact.  I did not realize that 

people cannot sleep after 10 years, because sometimes it takes 10 years for a trial 

to come to court.  That they have to be on tablets, they have to be on medication, 

people move their family out and send them out of the country.  He might not 

know.  The country might not know, the population might not know.  It is time that 

people know what happens to victims when they suffer crime in this country. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Paragraph 4(c), Mr. President, another: 

“…objects of the Act are to— 

“recognise that all victims…whether they report the offence, should 

be treated with respect by all investigatory agencies, prosecuting 
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agencies and victims’ services agencies and should be offered 

information to enable them to access support services to help with the 

recovery process;”  

Now, this is revolutionary.  You are now, by law, the investigatory agencies, 

police, prosecuting agencies, police and the DPP, victim support services, will now 

tell—you are obliged to tell a victim what support services are provided, what 

counselling, psychiatric, extensive, not extensive, what restorative justice 

principles can be applied.  Maybe there are situations where family members 

fought with each other and there is violence.  Maybe some party can bring them 

together to close the gap, to say, all right, there was a mistake made, we went 

overboard.  And that will be taken, of course, by the judge in the sentencing of the 

crime.  But before then, you have people coming together.  So, information is 

important.   

“(d) to recognise that a victim of crime has an inherent interest in the 

response by the criminal justice system to that crime, giving rise to the 

rights and entitlements set out in this Act, and to acknowledge the 

victim’s role as a participant…not a party…”  

In this day and age, you are simply a party.  Imagine a crime is committed 

against you, the victim, and all you are doing, you are helping the prosecuting 

agency, the investigatory agency and then you will come and give evidence.  You 

are simply a party to the process, a passive party almost.  By this Bill, you are a 

participant, you are getting involved in every step of the way, I shall show you.  

This Bill applies, Mr. President, clause 5, at every stage of the process it applies to 

the investigation of the offence.  So let us look at the investigation of the offence.  

If you look at clause 9: 

“All investigatory agencies…” 
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And, Mr. President, investigatory agencies as set out in the definition section as 

being:  

“(a) the…”—TTPS—“established under the Police Service Act; and  

(b) a person authorised by a written law to investigate an offence…”  

This is what the investigatory agency shall do and the prosecuting agencies.  You 

shall: 

“(a) provide clear, timely and consistent information to the victim about 

available support services; and  

(b) where applicable, refer the victim to the relevant entity…”—where 

those support services can be obtained. 

When you are communicating that information to the victim, Mr. President, 

they shall take into account and be responsive: 

“(a) whether…”—he—“wishes to be contacted;”—the victim— 

“(b)” —his—“preferred method of communication;  

(c) issues which affect the victim’s ability to understand the information 

being communicated, including— 

(i) the…language; 

(ii) whether…”—it is a—“disability; and 

(iii) whether…is a child.”  

And 11 tells us this: 

“…information…shall not be disclosed by a person except pursuant to a 

written law.”  

You are putting me in the forefront.  I suffered a crime.  I did not do anything.  I 

was an innocent party.  And now the State is stepping forward to say we 

understand that, we will help you, we will help you recover, we will help you heal, 

we will help make Trinidad and Tobago a better place, Mr. President. 
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Mr. President:  You have 11 more minutes. 

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Mr. President? 

Hon. Senator:  Eleven more— 

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Eleven more.  All right, let me speed up then.  Clause 13 of 

this Bill, Mr. President: 

“Where an offence is reported to an investigatory agency, the investigation 

of the offence is deemed to begin at the time of the reporting of the offence.”  

So, in that case of Tot Lampkin, a short while ago, that I raised, since 2013 a 

report was made, 2013.  The lady unfortunately lost her life in 2017.  The case tells 

you that when this matter was brought to the court, the police brought information 

saying that “we did not know that a report was made” and it was recorded there, in 

the diary.  No investigation or limited investigation in certain instances.  So, when 

you make your report that is the time it begins.  And it “shall disclose”, this is what 

the police, the:  

“…investigatory agency shall disclose to a victim, at reasonable intervals...”   

—I do not have to come to you, you have to come to me.  You have to tell me:  

“…at reasonable intervals, information about the progress of an 

investigation  

into an offence, unless the disclosure to the victim may jeopardize the  

investigation.”   

That is how important it is.  How many times you have people say, they have gone 

to the station, they make a report, they do not know what is going on, they do not 

know if they investigated the report, they do not even find the person, nothing.  

They are left out there. They have lost trust in our system.  Our system has been 

broken.  We intend to fix it, Mr. Senator, we intend to fix it.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 
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Hon. D. Maharaj:  My colleagues tell me it is a new order, Senator, a new order.  

“Treatment of a Victim During the Prosecution of the Offence.”  So now we have 

moved beyond the investigation, they have found the person, they have charged 

them.  This is what a prosecuting agency must do.   

“A prosecuting agency…”—in clause 15—“shall provide to the victim, in a 

timely manner— 

(a) information on whether any person has been charged with an 

offence in relation to the victim;  

(b) where no person has been charged with an offence, the reason 

why no charges have been laid;” 

This is not revolutionary.  The prosecuting agency must tell you why they have not 

charged.  So many times in this country people make it and they say, “well, you 

know, something happened behind the scene, I am going to get charged”.  No, you 

have to say why you were not charged.   

“(d) information on any decision which is made which substantially 

modifies any charges that have been laid, including a decision to 

discontinue proceedings or to accept a plea of guilty to a lesser 

charge;”  

If you want to discontinue a case and I am the victim, talk to “meh”.  “Talk 

to meh, leh meh know why.”  I want to know why if I have suffered at the hands—

you are now discontinuing that charge.  That is important for people to have 

respect and faith in the system.  

Then you must provide: 

“(e) information on how the victim can access information on the 

date, time and place of a hearing of the charges;  

(f) information on the outcome of a criminal proceeding;  
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(g) information on whether an appeal is instituted; and   

(h)” —if it—“…is instituted, the fact…”—and—“the grounds of the 

appeal...” 

You must share everything with the victim.  “I suffered.  We suffered.  I want to 

know everything.  I want to know every step of the way.”   

Then 16—I know time is passing and I have to move quickly.   

“The…”—DPP—“shall take…reasonable steps to inform the victim of…”—

certain things.   

Clause 17 as well: 

“…the…”—DPP, if it—“intends to— 

(a) substantially modify charges; 

(b) discontinue a prosecution…” 

—accept a lesser plea—  

“(d) appeal a sentence…  

(e) appeal an acquittal, 

he shall obtain the views of the victim…”  

He must obtain the views of the victim.  And the entire 17 goes on to what the DPP 

must do.   

We are giving a clause if the DPP feels that if he discloses the reasons it 

might jeopardize the investigation or pose prejudice on other proceedings, he can 

say no, I am not giving you.  So, he has that residual power.  Clause 18, most 

important: 

“A prosecuting agency shall inform the victim of— 

(a) the outcome of an application for bail by the offender;”   

If an offence is committed, you are charged.  You feel a little safe if the man is 

behind bars.  Bail application coming up, you do not know what is going on.  You 
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do not know if this man got bail and if he is outside and you have to be on your 

lookout.  By this Bill, you have to inform the victim if bail has been granted, 

where, et cetera, so that he can take the necessary precautions. 

2.15 p.m. 

“(2) Where a victim is to appear as a witness…the prosecuting agency 

shall…”—inform the victim: 

“(i) about the process of the trial…” 

His: 

“(ii)…role as witness for the prosecution;” 

 (iii)…after…”—he—“…has given evidence…”—he—“…may 

remain in the courtroom… 

(iv)…or alternative arrangements…”—shall be made for him.   

The police has to step up their game.  The prosecuting agency has to step up. They 

work very hard, we know that.  But we want them to focus on the victim.  For far 

too long, we have lamented that he has no rights, he does not know what to do.  

We are bringing this person into the forefront.   

“20. A prosecuting agency and the Court…as far as is…practicable, during 

the course of a Court proceeding and within a courtroom…” 

—very important: 

“(a) minimise the victim’s exposure to unnecessary contact with the 

offender, witnesses for the defence and family members and 

supporters of the offender;”  

Feel safe.  He can come and give the evidence. 

Today, I was reading in the editorial of some newspaper of a well-known 

commentator, talking about cases being dismissed, bias and so on, and number of 

cases of rape, rape cases coming to court and getting dismissed, all sorts of things.  
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We are hoping that some of the measures that we have taken here, Mr. President, 

shall help those things not to happen again in the future.   

Now, after the prosecution of an offence, we talked about the victim— 

Mr. President:  Five more minutes.  

Hon. D. Maharaj:  Okay.  Five more minutes—“Victim impact statements”, we 

dealt with that.   

Clause 23:  

When—“…the property of a victim is in the possession of an investigatory 

agency or a prosecuting agency”—they—“shall — 

 (a) handle and store the property in a lawful, respectful…manner; and  

(b) after consultation with the victim...return the property to the victim 

as soon as…”—practicably possible.   

You are coming up by Sea Lots, opposite the market, Mr. President, and on your 

left-hand side, there is a graveyard of cars and vehicles that have all rotten out.  

Somebody has lost their car.  Somebody’s car was stolen, it is inside of there, and 

they have lost—why are you looking at the Minister of Transport and Civil 

Aviation so?  

Also, in clause 25:  

“Where the Criminal Injuries Compensation Act does not apply…”—in this 

case, you can—“…apply to the State for…”—financial—“compensation…” 

Clause 26 deals with a “Complaints system”.  And importantly, clause 27, 

every two years, the Minister in charge, whether it is the hon. Attorney General or 

Sen. Allahar, they:  

“(1)…shall cause to be prepared and laid in the Parliament, every two years 

form the date of the commencement of this Act, a report on the operation 

of the Act.  
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(2) The report…”—shall tell you: 

“(a) the number of victims who have accessed the support services; 

the type of offences…  

(b) the number and type of complaints…and 

(c) the…disposition of the complaints.” 

And the Minister, of course, has power to make regulations as the case may 

be. 

In closing, Mr. President, I just wish to make the following comments.  Mr. 

President, people need to know they matter.  They need to know that the society 

they live in, sees them, hears them and will stand with them. For too long the 

victims of crime in Trinidad and Tobago have been made to feel that they do not 

matter to the legal system, that they are instruments of prosecution and not 

participants in justice, that their pain is procedurally inconvenient.  This Bill says 

otherwise.  It says, you matter.  It says, your voice will be heard before decisions 

are made about your case.  It says, you will know what is happening and why.  It 

says, if the system fails you, you have recourse. And it says, the offender who 

harmed you will be made to face the full measure of what they have done, not only 

before a judge but before you.   

Mr. President, a justice system is ultimately judged, not by the elegance of 

its procedures, but by the humanity of its outcome.  This Bill ensures that victims 

are no longer invisible within our laws, they are recognized, protected, informed 

and empowered.  They are, at last, where they always should have been, at the 

centre of the justice system.  

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. President, is transforming 

Trinidad and Tobago into a nation where those who suffer harm are not left to 

suffer in silence— 
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Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. D. Maharaj:—where justice is not merely punitive but restorative; where 

law-abiding citizens, who have been wronged, walk away from the process not 

feeling twice victimized, but heard, support and whole.  Mr. President, I beg to 

move. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Question proposed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. President:  Leader of Government Business.   

Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell Allahar):  

Mr. President, I beg do move that this Senate do now adjourn to a date to be fixed.  

Question put and agreed to. 

Senate adjourned accordingly.   

Adjourned at 2.22 p.m. 


