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The House of Representatives having assembled, and it being the first 

meeting of the Second Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago, the Clerk of the House read the following Proclamation:   

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

No. 7 of 2026.   

By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA 

KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces 

[L.S.] 

CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO  

President 

 

A PROCLAMATION  

WHEREAS it is provided by subsection (1) of section 67 of the Constitution of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago that each session of Parliament shall be held at 
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such place within Trinidad and Tobago and shall commence at such time as the 

President may by Proclamation appoint:    

Now, therefore, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as 

aforesaid, do hereby appoint the Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad, as the place at 

which the Second Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago shall be held, and 1.30 p.m. on Friday, the 5th day of June, 2026, as the 

time at which the said Session shall commence, with any Member, if necessary, 

attending a sitting virtually, while in Trinidad and Tobago, with the prior approval 

of the Speaker of the House of Representatives or the President of the Senate, in 

accordance with guidelines to be established.   

Given under my hand and the seal of 

the President of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago, at the office of 

the President, St Ann’s this 19th day 

of May, 2026.   

PRAYERS 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

Mr. Speaker:  Before we proceed to announcements, can you allow me to thank 

the religious leaders for their prayers.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping].   

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Mr. Speaker:  Very grateful for your inspiring words and your well wishes, and 

your benedictions.  Thank you very much. 

Hon. Members, I have received communication from Mr. Stuart Young, 

Senior Council, the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, Mr. Keith 
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Scotland, S C, the Member for Port of Spain South and Mr. Joel Sampson, 

Member for Tobago West, who have all requested leave of absence from today’s 

sitting of the House.  The leave for which the Members seek is hereby granted.   

Hon. Members, I am advised that it is proposed two statements be made, I 

have just received it, I propose to suspend for 10 minutes.  It is now 1.46 p.m., we 

come back at 1.56 p.m. and then we will proceed towards the end.  Thank you very 

much, sitting is suspend for 10 minutes.   

1.46 p.m.:  Sitting suspended.   

1.56 p.m.:  Sitting resumed. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTER 

Government’s Achievements 
(First Session in Office) 

Mr. Speaker:  Hon. Leader of the House.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Public Utilities and the Minister in the Office of the Prime 

Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath):  Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, 

in a spirit of cooperation, pursuant to Standing Order 126 and with your leave, 

there has been an agreement to allow the hon. Prime Minister and Member for 

Siparia to speak until the conclusion of her statement.  Thank you.   

Mr. Speaker:  Well, I am happy to see that the new session has started in that 

spirit.  Hon. Prime Minister.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar):  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you very much and may I join with you and all Members of this House to 

thank the religious leaders who have joined us for the start of this session of this 

Thirteenth Parliament.  So, I am very pleased to welcome back Members to the 
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Chamber as we commence the second session of the Thirteenth Parliament of 

Trinidad and Tobago.   

During the first session, we achieved what was perhaps a record level of 

success in delivering on our legislative agenda.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  In the last session, in that one year, my 

Government laid 33 Bills, and we were able to have 28 of them passed and enacted 

into law.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thereby, I think, we achieved what was perhaps a 

record level of success in that agenda.  In just one year, as I say, 33 Bills were laid, 

28 were enacted into law and just to mention some of them, as time will not permit 

to go through all of them, they are all there in the parliamentary records.  The 

Criminal Records (Rehabilitation of Offenders) Bill, 2026; the Probation of 

Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 2026; the Parole Bill, 2026; the Law Revision (Amdt.) 

Bill, 2026; the Civil Division Bill, 2026; the Administration of Justice (Indictable 

Proceedings) (Amdt.) Bill, 2025; the Administration of Justice (Deoxyribonucleic 

Acid) (Amdt.) Bill, 2026; the Home Invasion (Self Defence and Defence of 

Property) Bill, 2025.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The Summary Offences (Amdt.) Bill, 2025; the 

Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset Service Providers Bill, 2025; the Advance 

Passenger Information and Passenger Name Record Bill, 2026; the Finance Bill, 

2025; the Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Bill, 2025; the Counter-

Proliferation Financing Bill, 2025; the Copyright (Amdt.) Bill, 2025; the Trinidad 

and Tobago Revenue Authority (Repeal) Bill, 2025.   
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We also advanced the Retrenchment and 

Severance Benefits (Amdt.) Bill, 2026 and of course, we passed the Children’s 

Life Fund (Amdt.) Bill, 2025.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, I will never ever forget that in this 

House here and in the other place that Members on the opposite Bench voted 

against children, when we brought the Children’s Life Fund (Amdt.) Bill.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  In this new session, we plan to advance legislation 

for, amongst other things, a medical malpractice court; a no-fault compensation 

system; regulatory frameworks for cannabis and agricultural diversification; 

amendments to modernize the Education Act, development of a parental 

responsibility framework to address school violence.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Increases in the age limits for use of ganja, 

alcohol, and gambling.  The Victims Rights Act; chancellor for the Judiciary; 

amendments to the Firearms Act; legislation regarding gated communities; social 

media regulation for children under 12; local government reform of construction 

and building approvals, as I say, inter alia amongst many other pieces of 

legislation.  So, as we begin this new session, Mr. Speaker, I want to assure the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago that I hear you, I see you, and I remain attuned to 

realities facing our nation every day.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We are focused, we are determined and fully 

committed to getting the work done to improve your lives. Restoring safety and 
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security, Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago was unfortunately allowed to descend 

into a criminal narco state under the former PNM Government.  When we assumed 

office, the nation had recorded more than 625 murders in the preceding year, the 

highest level in the history of Trinidad and Tobago.   

 The local drug mafia was earning supernormal revenue from trafficking 

illegal drugs, humans and weapons.  At the same time organized criminal networks 

had eroded public confidence and placed entire communities under increasing 

threat.  My Government is doing what is necessary and will continue to be guided 

by the National Security Council advice on the way forward.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The murder rate dropped by 42 per cent in 2025.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  There were fewer murders than in 2024.  We 

know that every murder is one too many.  We will continue to work to lessen 

homicides in our country and serious crimes.  Thus far in 2026, serious crimes 

have dropped by 30 per cent compared to the same period last year.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Lawlessness and disorder must never ever be 

tolerated.   I turn now to jobs very quickly.  Official Central Statistical Office data 

shows that approximately 8,000 jobs were created in the final quarter of 2025— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:—and these were real jobs, they were not ghost 

jobs and ghost gangs.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The CSO data also shows youth unemployment 

fell from 12.2 per cent to 7.7 per cent.   
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Further, between April ’25 and April 2026 across 

18 Ministries, my Government created and delivered 14,080 jobs.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  As we move forward, our new proposed housing 

projects will create over 4,000 additional jobs.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

2.05 p.m.    

Projects under the first phase of the blueprint for the revitalization plan will 

generate about 4,000 new jobs.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We have a planned 500-acre expansion of the 

Plipdeco Estate at Point Lisas and there will also be three other projects nearing 

approval to commence at Plipdeco, two in the metals industry and one in food 

manufacturing.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The creation of a 256-acre SEZ to house data 

centres at Picton near the UWI South Campus is also being advised.  These 

projects and others will create thousands of sustainable jobs for the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I turn now, Mr. Speaker, to our efforts in restoring 

confidence at home and abroad.  In the previous decade, under the former 

administration, the PNM, debt doubled.  Debt doubled from $75.4 billion in 2015 

when we left office to $144.7 billion in 2025.  That is what we inherited.  So we 

got a doubling of debt in our nation from $75.4 billion in 2015 when we demitted 
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office, to what we inherited, $144.7 billion in 2025.  Mr. Speaker, output 

contracted by 20 per cent, foreign reserves were cut in half, billions were 

withdrawn from national savings.  Mr. Speaker, all of this and with nothing to 

show for it.  Not one thing to show.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  In just one year in office, we have begun to turn 

the tide and restore T&T’s standing within the international community.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  As we learnt yesterday, and I will speak more of 

that at a later point, Trinidad and Tobago has been elected to the United Nations 

Security Council for a two-year term. 

Hon. Members:  [Continuous desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, the World Bank’s decision to 

establish a permanent World Bank Group office in T&T represents one of the most 

significant votes of confidence in our economy in recent decades.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  This will bring immense benefit to our nation.  

Further, Mr. Speaker, despite all the cries and the pleas from the other side when 

they were in Government, it was my Government, our Government, the UNC, that 

saw the removal of Trinidad and Tobago from the European Union tax blacklist. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  This has sent a strong signal to the international 

community that our nation remains a credible, responsible and competitive 

destination for investment and business.  T&T is open for business.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We successfully raised a US $1 billion bond that 
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was oversubscribed 2.5 times by 140 global investors.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  At the end of this month, the Minister of Foreign 

and CARICOM Affairs will attend a MERCOSUR meeting to advance our request 

for associate membership.  This will also further our trade integration with South 

and Central America, following our security integration with the Shield of the 

Americas.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, I am very proud and yet humbled to 

say that within one year, your UNC Government restored international confidence 

in Trinidad and Tobago.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Further, Mr. Speaker, I am again very proud and 

very humbled to say that today about 62,050 workers are receiving higher salaries.  

Let me repeat that.   

Hon. Members:  [Continuous desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Under my Government, the UNC, my 

Government, I repeat, today 62,050, about, are receiving higher salaries.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  They are, Mr. Speaker, PSA, about 18,000 

workers; NUGFW, 20,000 workers; teachers, 15,000 workers; TT Defence Force, 

6,000; Amalgamated, 1,300 workers; Contractors and General Workers Trade 

Union, 900; we got 850.  Mr. Speaker, over 62,000 persons are now receiving 

higher salaries.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We plan to remove—and that Bill will be laid 
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later today.  We shall be removing taxes on private pensions.  We had made that 

promise and that Bill will be laid in this House later today.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We have also strengthened support for the most 

vulnerable.  Over 117,000 elderly citizens received $3.8 billion in pensions.   

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I am sorry.  Mr. Speaker, 25,602 persons with 

disabilities received $520.3 million in grants.  Further, 13,869 vulnerable families 

received $216 million in direct support.  Further, 12,614 citizens received $75.7 

million in food support and 2,808 persons benefited from $1.232 million in disaster 

relief grants.   

I turn now to energy.  A few months ago, soon after taking office, in August 

of 2025 Exxon Mobil, one of the largest oil companies, returned to invest in 

Trinidad and Tobago’s energy sector with the award of a production-sharing 

contract for Block TTUD-1, Trinidad and Tobago (Ultra Deep) Block 1.  Working 

closely with stakeholders, we accelerated permitting, enabling Exxon Mobil to 

launch one of the largest seismic programmes in Trinidad and Tobago and they did 

that within six months of signing.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Within six months of signing the production 

sharing contract.  I am advised, Mr. Speaker, and this is very good news for 

Trinidad and Tobago, that seismic acquisition is now about 85 per cent complete, 

with full acquisition expected by late July of this year.  Following Exxon Mobil’s 

entry into Block TTUD-1, we have experienced significant international interest, 

Mr. Speaker.  In this vein, we are pleased to welcome another major American 

energy company into Trinidad and Tobago.  The Government, via the Ministry of 
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Energy and Energy Industries, has approved a farm-in to Block TTUD-1 by 

Occidental Petroleum Corporation (Oxy), with a 10 per cent participating interest.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, that has only materialized thanks to 

the Ministry of Energy and the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries.  Within 

the last couple of days this has happened, which is a very good sign for Trinidad.  

Mr. Speaker, you may or may not know that Oxy is one of the largest energy 

companies in the world in the oil and energy sector.  So we welcome them to 

Trinidad and Tobago.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Under the arrangement, Exxon Mobil remains the 

operator and we retain 90 per cent participating interest.  Exxon Mobil has 

indicated that they look forward to working closely with Oxy to further evaluate 

the block’s resource potential.  The entry of Occidental into this block 

demonstrates that Trinidad and Tobago is once again on the radar of the world’s 

largest and most capable energy companies.  We welcome them.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The National Gas Company recorded over $3.2 

billion in profits and dividends were restored to thousands of citizens at TTNGL.  

Thus far, all downstream gas supply arrangements for 2026 have been settled and 

NGC is working assiduously to secure our future gas supply.  Work continues to 

proceed steadily and Cocuina-Manakin, Manatee, Onyx and Dragon as we look 

forward to the benefits to be gained from all these investments in the energy sector.   

Further, hold-over letters have been given to 25 quarry operators. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  And work continues to approve letters for about 
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30 more applicants.  This will get the aggregate that we need for the revitalization 

project for all the infrastructural projects that we have.  What had happened is that 

the former Government kept these down to a minimum.  They just gave the 

licences 

to a few persons and therefore they were able to control prices because you had 

basically a kind of monopoly.   

Hon. Member:  Warner.  Warner.  Alan Warner.  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  So—I do not know who that is.  I think he is 

talking about some Alan Warner or somebody.  But they were given the licence 

and then there was a lot of illegal quarrying taking place to the loss of the citizens 

of Trinidad and Tobago.  With these hold-over licences now, there will be a more 

level playing field and the pricing should be kept at affordable levels rather than 

where you have a kind of monopoly with a few companies dealing with all the 

aggregate.   

I turn now— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  What?  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  [Laughter]  Tobago, in the 2025/’26 national 

budget, Tobago received its highest ever allocation of $3.724 billion, representing 

6.3 per cent of the national budget.  We plan to work with Tobago and the THA on 

legislative and administrative reforms, including addressing longstanding 

discrepancies in the THA Act, exploring the establishment of a Tobago local police 

service, reforming the alien land holding licensing system to better serve 

Tobagonians and, of course, tackling the longstanding issue in Tobago of land 

tenure once and for all.   
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Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all those who have worked tirelessly 

throughout this first, often challenging year of our administration.  I want to thank 

the people of Trinidad and Tobago for their patience, for their understanding, for 

their honest feedback and continued faith in the future of our nation.  Next week, 

we will return to this House to present the mid-year review and supplementary 

appropriation.  So this House will return, Mr. Speaker.  Subject to the Standing 

Orders, we will return next Wednesday when the Finance Bill, 2026, will be 

debated.  That Bill is to give effect to measures that were announced in the 

2025/’26 Budget.  Thereafter, we will come for the Standing Finance Committee, 

which will be convened on Wednesday.   

Hon. Member:  Friday.  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I am sorry, on Friday.  So Wednesday first for the 

Finance Bill and that will be convened at about 10.30 a.m.  And then on Friday for 

the Standing Finance Committee at 1.30 p.m., and thereafter in the following week 

the debate on the supplementary appropriation Bill—variation and 

supplementation.   

Mr. Speaker, I just want to make a final note here and that is that the 

supplementary Bill that will be coming is to ask for more money, $2.93 billion in 

supplementation to meet the bills of Trinidad and Tobago in this fiscal year 

’25/’26.  Out of that $2.93 billion that we are asking for $2.83 billion is recurrent 

and it will apply to the new wages and salaries that we have been paying.  I already 

told you that over 60,000 persons are getting increased salaries and so we have to 

find the money. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Find the money for these increased salaries.   

2.20 p.m.  
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, I said a bit earlier, at the end of our 

first year in office in April 2026, that better days are coming.  I now say, Mr. 

Speaker, better days are here and will continue to get brighter.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I thank you very much.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  And we note that on Monday, 15th June, 10.30 

a.m., we will do the mid-year review.  I thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Speaker:  Hon. Prime Minister, I am advised that there is also a second 

statement.  May I invite you to make the second statement now?  

United Nations Security Council 

(T&T Secured Seat on) 

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC):  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, today, it is with great pride that I rise 

in this honourable chamber to announce a major diplomatic victory for Trinidad 

and Tobago.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  On the 3rd of June, 2026, after only one year in 

office, our nation secured a seat on the United Nations Security Council.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  This is more than a diplomatic success.  It is a 

national achievement which belongs to every citizen of Trinidad and Tobago.  

Today, our nation has secured a place at one of the world’s most influential 
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decision-making tables.  Mr. Speaker, for a small state of just over one million 

persons, that is no small accomplishment.  We accept this responsibility with 

humility and as a resounding vote of confidence in Trinidad and Tobago’s 

leadership, credibility and growing influence within the international community.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, the election to the UNSC requires 

the support of a two-thirds majority of United Nations Member States, which is 

about 129—so the two-thirds is about 129 countries.  Trinidad and Tobago secured 

far more than that.  Our nation received support from 181— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:—of the 191 countries eligible to vote.  That 

represented about 95 per cent of the vote, and we achieved this result in a single 

round of voting.  Significantly, this overwhelming mandate included the support of 

all five permanent members of the Security Council, namely the United States, the 

United Kingdom, France, China and Russia.  That level of support is exceptional.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I say again, this represents a powerful vote of 

confidence in Trinidad and Tobago’s leadership, credibility, standing, and ability 

to contribute meaningfully to international peace, security and cooperation.  This 

success, Mr. Speaker, was the result of strategic planning, sustained diplomacy and 

deliberate engagement with the international community.  I formally launched 

Trinidad and Tobago’s campaign at the United Nations General Assembly in New 

York in September last year, 2025.  Since then, my Government has engaged 

countries across every region of the world to advance our candidature.   

What is particularly noteworthy is that upon assuming office in May 2025, 

the hon. Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, Mr. Sean Sobers, discovered 
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that the former administration had taken no meaningful steps to advance T&T’s 

Security Council bid; no meaningful steps.  Despite that failure, and 

notwithstanding attempts by some on the Opposition Bench to diminish our 

country’s international reputation, T&T secured, as I said, one of the most decisive 

victories in the history of Security Council elections.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  This victory did not occur in isolation.  It is a 

direct result of a deliberate and sustained effort by my Government to rebuild 

T&T’s credibility, influence and standing in the international community.  Every 

engagement, every partnership and every diplomatic initiative has been driven by 

one objective:  Creating opportunities and tangible benefits for the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago.   

After a decade, from 2015 to 2025, in which our foreign policy produced 

few tangible outcomes, my Government has delivered unprecedented results in just 

one year.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, in just that one year, we have hosted 

high-level bilateral engagements with world leaders, including hon. Shri Narendra 

Modi, Prime Minister of India, within three months of taking office in July 2025.  

My Government has engaged His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Crown 

Prince of the State of Kuwait.  My Government has engaged with His Highness 

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates.  My Government has engaged with 

the Secretary of State, hon. Marco Rubio. Both—in Washington, I personally met 

with him, and again, when we were in St. Kitts, we met with Secretary Rubio.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We also welcomed distinguished international 

visitors to Port of Spain, including Her Excellency Noura Al Kaabi of the United 

Arab Emirates, and just last month, India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr. 

Jaishankar.   

We also facilitated the first bilateral meeting in more than seven years 

between the Foreign Ministers of Trinidad and Tobago and the People’s Republic 

of China, when the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs met with the 

Foreign Minister Wang just last week.  We elevated T&T’s relationship with the 

United States, our largest trading partner and the world’s largest economy, to the 

highest level since independence.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, we were invited to and joined the 

Americas Counter Cartel Coalition at the inaugural Shield of the Americas Summit 

in Doral, Florida, in March 2026, following an invitation from President Donald 

Trump.  And at the same time, whilst we were there, we held bilateral meetings 

with the Presidents of Argentina, Panama, El Salvador and the Dominican 

Republic.  I was personally involved in all of these meetings.  Yet further— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:—we engaged senior United States officials, 

including Secretary of State, Marco Rubio; Secretary of Commerce, Howard 

Lutnick; United States Trade Representative, Jamieson Greer; and Secretary of 

Energy, Chris Wright.  Again, I was personally involved in all these meetings.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  These were strategic engagements designed to 

advance Trinidad and Tobago’s economic, energy, security and development 

interests.  As a result, we secured the relevant OFAC licence, previously revoked 
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under the former administration, which allowed T&T to pursue cross-border 

hydrocarbon opportunities. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]    

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We secured more than $150 million in grant 

funding from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, India and China.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  As I mentioned, we achieved T&T’s removal 

from the European Union’s list of non-compliant tax jurisdictions, their black list.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Again, in foreign policy, we facilitated the 

establishment of a World Bank office in Port of Spain.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  We expanded our engagement with Latin 

America, and for the first time in our history, we have secured an invitation to 

participate in MERCOSUR Leaders’ Summit on 30 June, 2026, in Paraguay, as we 

pursue associate membership in one of the world’s largest trading grounds.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, our diplomacy is measured not by the 

meetings we attend, but by the opportunities, security and prosperity we deliver for 

the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Mr. Speaker, you may ask, what the cost is of all 

these things that I have mentioned, but in particular, what was the cost of getting 

that vote for the United Nations Security Council?  This Security Council 

campaign cost taxpayers very little, with expenditure largely limited to 

promotional materials and a single reception in New York.  I want you, Mr. 
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Speaker, to contrast this with the former PNM administration.   

On 18 October 2016, the PNM Government retained the group, DC LLC, to 

lobby on behalf of Trinidad and Tobago, an arrangement that was repeatedly 

renewed until 2025.  Its principal was Arthur Collins, a New York-based lobbyist, 

whom the former Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley, publicly acknowledged that 

he knew him well.  Over that period, from 2016 to 2025, taxpayers paid US $10.27 

million.   

Hon. Members:  US?   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  US.  That is about TT $67 million. 

Hon. Members:  “Ohhhh.”  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Mr. Speaker, $67 million. And yet, in spite of that, 

yes, we got nothing.  There is little evidence of measurable achievements.  There is 

little evidence of significant business opportunities.  There is  little evidence of 

meaningful diplomatic outcomes arising from that expenditure.  While those on the 

opposite side spent tens of millions to purchase access, my Government earned the 

respect.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  While they relied on lobbyists, we relied on 

diplomacy and genuine partnerships.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  The difference is clear:  181 countries voted for 

T&T, and that is just within one year of our governance.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  You may ask me, what does it mean for the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago?  At its core, this achievement is about advancing 

the interests of the people of T&T.  For the next two years, T&T would have a seat 
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at one of the world’s most important decision-making tables, alongside some of the 

most influential countries on earth.  

In today’s interconnected world, international decisions affect our security, 

our jobs, trade, investment and economic opportunities.  This seat will strengthen 

our nation’s voice and influence, create new opportunities for investment and 

strategic partnerships, and help secure a safer, stronger and more prosperous future 

for our citizens.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]    

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Our presence on the Security Council will not be 

just symbolic.  Guided by our campaign theme, “Building Consensus for the 

Realization of Sustainable Peace and Security”, T&T will seek to foster dialogue, 

bridge differences and promote consensus in an increasingly complex international 

environment.  We intend to place particular emphasis on advancing Women, Peace 

and Security agenda.  If I recall, the Minister will remind me, I had hosted when I 

was then Prime Minister, as Chair of the Commonwealth of Nations, Chair-in-

Office, I had hosted that agenda, advising on the Women, Peace and Security 

agenda at that time, in my first incarnation as Prime Minister.  

We will also look at issues affecting children in conflict situations.  We will 

also address the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons.  Again, I recall, 

when I was Prime Minister before, I took a resolution to the United Nations, which 

was adopted, dealing with the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons.  

We would also examine the implications of artificial intelligence for international 

peace and security.  These are issues of direct relevance, not only to the 

international community, but, of course, also to T&T. 

This election sends a powerful message to the international community.  The voice 

of small states matters.  Size, population and wealth do not determine influence.  
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Small states bring essential perspectives to global discussions, and Trinidad and 

Tobago now has an opportunity to ensure these voices are heard.   

2.35 p.m. 

For 64 years since independence, T&T has upheld the rule of law, defended human 

rights, strengthened international law and spoken out in support of justice and 

fairness.   

Guided by our commitment to the United Nations Charter, international law and 

the rule of law, our tenure on the Security Council will be balanced, principled, 

pragmatic and constructive, as we work with all nations to advance consensus and 

address the challenges of facing international peace and security.   

Mr. Speaker, finally, in closing I say, I express gratitude to all the countries—all 

181. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  To all 181 countries who supported T&T’s 

candidature, I want to thank our partners within the GRULAC region and across 

the wider United Nations system.   

I also place on record the appreciation of the Government and the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago, to the staff of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM 

Affairs, to our diplomats at home and abroad, and I pay special thanks to Minister 

of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, Sean Sobers.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thanks also to our Permanent Representative at 

the UN, Dr. Neil Parsan, and also to Permanent Secretary in Foreign and 

CARICOM Affairs, Mr. Randall Pierce.  To all of you, and all those at the Mission 

in New York, for your professionalism, for your dedication and commitment that 

helped make this historic achievement possible, I say thank you, thank you, thank 
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you.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  On June 3rd 2026, Mr. Speaker, 181 nations placed 

their confidence in Trinidad and Tobago.  For a small State, I say again, that is no 

ordinary accomplishment.  It is a powerful affirmation of our nation’s credibility, 

leadership, standing in international community.  It demonstrates that under my 

Government, T&T is once again leading, competing and succeeding at the highest 

international levels.  

Today, our nation stands taller, our voices carry further, and our influence 

reaches wider than ever before.  This is indeed a proud moment for Trinidad and 

Tobago and for every citizen, we are privileged to serve.  I thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Speaker:  Pursuant to 24(4), one question, the Member for Arima. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Ms. Penelope Beckles (Arima):  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, to the hon. 

Prime Minister.  Prime Minister, are you aware that Trinidad and Tobago first 

served on the Security Council in 1985, following the decision of a PNM 

Government? 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you very much.   

Mr. Speaker:  Prime Minister.   

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I am reminded, Mr. Speaker, that is almost 50 

years ago.  Many of you sitting here were probably not even born.  

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Today, Mr. Speaker, today, Mr. Speaker, we are 

in 2026, and we are now in a more complicated world, geopolitically and 
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otherwise, and it was this UNC Government that has given us this mandate and 

given us this vote from 181 countries, only on the 3rd.  I thank you, Mr. Speaker.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

FINANCE BILL, 2026 

Bill to make provisions of a financial nature and other related matters 

[The Minister of Finance]; read the first time. 

Mr. Speaker:  Hon Minister of Finance.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

The Minister of Finance and Minister in the Ministry of Planning, Economic 

Affairs and Development (Hon. Davendranath Tancoo):  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order 61(1)(a), I beg to move, 

Motion made: That the next stage of the Finance Bill, 2026 be taken on 

Wednesday June 10th 2026. [Hon. D. Tancoo]   

Question put and agreed to.  

Mr. Speaker:  Hon. Leader of the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime 

Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath):  Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, 

for the avoidance of doubt and for clarity, I will just refer to the dates once more.  

Wednesday, 10th June, at 10.30 a.m., the House will sit to pursue the Finance Bill 

and other matters.  On Friday, June 12th, at 1.30 p.m., the Standing Finance 

Committee of the Parliament will meet.  And on Monday, June 15th, at 10.30 a.m., 

the mid-year review will be conducted. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn to Wednesday, 

June 10th, 2026, at 10.30 a.m.  The Government will proceed with the Finance Bill, 
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as well as other Government-related matters that we would advise of subsequently.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to.   

House adjourned accordingly.   

Adjourned at 2.41p.m.   

 

 

 


