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SENATE 

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 

The Senate met at 1.30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

[MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Mr. President:  Hon. Senators, I have received correspondence from Her 

Excellency the President, Christine Carla Kangaloo, O.R.T.T., advising of the 

following.  Instruments of temporary appointment in accordance with section 44 of 

the Constitution.  Revocation of the temporary appointment of Mr. Daniel Rasheed 

serving during the absence of Sen. Brian Baig and temporary appointment of Mr. 

Ashworth Jack during the absence of Sen. Brian Baig due to illness.   

REVOCATION OF APPOINTMENT 

“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA 

KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

/s/Christine Kangaloo 

President. 

TO: MR. DANIEL RASHEED 

WHEREAS by instrument dated 27th January, 2026, I appointed you to 

act as a temporary Senator, with effect from the 27th January 2026, and 

continuing during the absence of Senator Brian Baig by reason of illness;  

AND WHEREAS it is provided by section 44(4)(a) of the Constitution 

of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (hereinafter referred to as “the 

Constitution” that in the exercise of the powers conferred upon her by this 
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section the President shall act in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as 

aforesaid, in exercise of the power vested in me by section 44(4)(a) of the 

Constitution and section 39(1) of the Interpretation Act, and acting in 

accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, do hereby revoke, with 

immediate effect, your appointment as a temporary Senator. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago at the Office of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 14th day of April, 2026.” 

SENATOR’S APPOINTMENT  

“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

By Her Excellency CHRISTINE CARLA 

KANGALOO, O.R.T.T., President of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 

Forces. 

/s/Christine Carla Kangaloo 

President. 

TO:  MR. ASHWORTH JACK 

WHEREAS Senator Brian Baig is incapable of performing his duties as a 

Senator by reason of illness; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as 

aforesaid, in exercise of the power vested in me by section 44 (l)(b) and section 44 

(4)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, acting in 

accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, do hereby appoint you, 
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ASHWORTH JACK, to be a member of the Senate temporarily, with effect from 

14th April, 2026, and continuing during the absence of Senator Brian Baig by 

reason of illness. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago at the Office of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 14th day of April, 2026.” 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 

Senator Ashworth Jack took and subscribed the Affirmation of Allegiance as 

required by law.   

ADVANCE PASSENGER INFORMATION AND 

PASSENGER NAME RECORD BILL, 2026. 

A Bill to repeal and replace the Immigration (Advance Passenger 

Information) Act; to make provision for the collection, transmission, sharing, 

storage and regulation of Advance Passenger Information and Passenger Name 

Record in respect of persons travelling to, departing from and transiting through 

Trinidad and Tobago, and to operationalise the CARICOM Advance Passenger 

Information System and other related matters, brought from the House of 

Representatives [The Attorney General]; read the first time.    

PAPERS LAID 

1. Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters (Declaration of Treaty) Order, 2026.  

[The Attorney General (Sen. The Hon. John Jeremie SC)] 

2. Proceeds of Crime (Seized Asset Fund Use) Order, 2026.  [The Minister of 

Planning, Economic Affairs and Development and Minister in the Ministry 

of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Dr. Kennedy Swaratsingh)] 
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3. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of National Flour Mills Limited 

for the year ended December 31, 2024. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

4. Annual Audited Financial Statements of the National Enterprises Limited for 

the financial year ended September 30, 2025. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. 

Swaratsingh] 

5. Annual Audited Financial Statements of the National Payment and 

Innovation Company of Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the financial year 

ended September 30, 2025. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

6. Audited Financial Statements of the National Information and 

Communication Technology Company for the financial year ended 

September 30, 2025. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh]Audited Financial 

Statements of Evolving TecKnologies and Enterprise Development 

Company Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 2023.  [Sen. 

The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

7. Audited Financial Statements of the Rural Development Company of 

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 

2023.  [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

8. Audited Financial Statements of the Rural Development Company of 

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 

2024.  [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

9. Annual Report and Audited Financial Statement of Accounts of the Central 

Bank of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year ended September 30, 

2025. [Sen. The Hon. Dr. K. Swaratsingh] 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Mr. President:  The Leader of Government Business.   
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The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell 

Allahar):  Mr. President, I am very happy to announce that the Government is 

ready to answer all six Questions for Oral Answer appearing on today’s Order 

Paper, and in addition, the one question for Written Answer, that is No. 66, has 

been sent to the Clerk for circulation.   

WRITTEN ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Increased Risk of Chikungunya  

(Details of) 

66. Sen. Janelle John-Bates asked the hon. Minister of Health:   

(i) In light of recent warnings issued by the Caribbean Public Health 

Agency regarding an increased risk of chikungunya in the region, can 

the Minister indicate:  the number of fogging or spraying exercises 

conducted nationwide for the period May 2025 to March 2026, 

disaggregated by constituency; 

(ii) the current stock levels of insecticides and fogging equipment 

available for vector control operations; and  

(iii) whether any enhanced vector control measures or protocols have been 

activated in response to this risk?  

Vide end of sitting for written answer.  

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Crown Point Incident  

(Investigation into) 

49. Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman asked the hon. Minister of Defence:  

With respect to the violent incident reported to have occurred in Crown 

Point, Tobago on or about February 08, 2026, involving Mr. Kevon Lewis 
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and individuals alleged to be members of the Trinidad and Tobago Defence 

Force, could the Minister state:  

(i) whether an official investigation has been initiated into the matter;  

(ii) if the answer to (i) is in the affirmative, the status of the investigation; 

and  

(iii) if the investigation has been concluded, the findings of the 

investigation and whether said findings have resulted in any 

disciplinary or other action?  

Mr. President:  Minister of Defence.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]   

The Minister of Defence and Minister in the Ministry of Homeland Security 

(Hon. Wayne Sturge):  Mr. President, the answer to (i) is yes.  The answer to (ii) 

is ongoing, and as a result, (iii) is otiose.  

Mr. President:  Yes.   

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Follow-up question, please.  

In terms of the answer to (ii), in terms of it being ongoing, is the hon. Minister 

willing to disclose the findings to date or at least more details on the actual status?   

Mr. President:  I do not know if the Minister would want to go there, but he says 

it is ongoing, but it is up to the Minister.  Minister?   

Hon. W. Sturge:  It is ongoing.  There are no findings just yet.   

Mr. President:  Hon. Senator, any further?    

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  Thank you, Mr. President.   

Public Awareness Campaigns 

(Protection of Children) 

56. Sen. Dr. Desirée Murray asked the hon. Minister of the People, Social 

Development and Family Services:  
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Could the Minister state:  

(i) whether the Ministry conducts or supports public awareness 

campaigns aimed at preventing child separation at large-scale events; 

and  

(ii) what measures are taken to protect particularly vulnerable children, 

including children with disabilities or special needs, in crowded public 

settings?  

Mr. President:  Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of the People, Social Development 

and Family Services (Sen. Dr. Natalie Chaitan-Maharaj):  Mr. President, on 

behalf of my line Minister, the Ministry of the People, Social Development and 

Family Services advises that public awareness campaigns aimed at preventing 

child separation are conducted through the Children’s Authority of Trinidad and 

Tobago with complementary public outreach and family support engagement 

undertaken by the National Family Services Division and that establish child 

protection intervention protocols are implemented to safeguard vulnerable 

children, including children with disabilities or special needs in crowded public 

settings.   

More specifically, please note the following:  One, the Ministry of the  

People, Social Development and Family Services, through the Children’s 

Authority, conducts public awareness campaigns aimed at preventing child 

separation and safeguarding children during large-scale national events and other 

high-activity periods.  Preventative public education forms a key component of the 

Children’s Authority child protection strategy.  Campaigns are typically 

implemented during major holiday periods and national events such as Easter, the 
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July/August school vacation, Christmas, New Year, and Carnival, when many 

children may be at increased risk.   

During Carnival, the Children’s Authority of Trinidad and Tobago 

implements a targeted safety campaign entitled “Before you ramajay, make sure 

the children okay”.  This campaign emphasizes the responsibility of parents and 

guardians to ensure that children are properly supervised and that appropriate 

childcare arrangements are in place prior to attending Carnival activities.   

The campaign disseminates piratical child safety guidance through social media 

messaging, radio and television advertisements, media interviews, and public 

engagement activities.  Messaging encourages caregivers to maintain active 

supervision of children in crowded environments, establish prearranged meeting 

points in case of separation, and ensure children know a parent or guardian’s 

contact information, and consider a child’s age and specific vulnerabilities when 

making supervision decisions.   

The Children’s Authority also collaborates with partner organizations, 

including the Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross, to reinforce child safety messaging 

during Carnival activities involving children.  These efforts have included the 

provision of identification name tags for children participating in parades and 

public engagement booths where staff interact directly with parents and children to 

promote child safety and parental responsibility.  In addition, the National Family 

Services Division supports public education outreach initiatives by providing 

information on available social services at community engagement events.   

Two, the Children’s Authority is the primary statutory agency responsible 

for responding to reports of children who may be in need of care and protection.  

Where a child is identified as vulnerable or separated from their caregiver, the 

authorities establish intervention protocols or initiatives to ensure immediate 
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safeguarding. These measures may include emergency investigation and 

intervention, medical attention where required, the provision of psychological first 

aid, temporary placement where parents or guardians cannot be located, and 

reunification where it is determined to be in the best interest of the child.   

All interventions are guided by comprehensive clinical assessments and the 

best interest of the child principle. These safeguards apply equally to children with 

disabilities or special needs, ensuring that protective and supportive interventions 

are provided where required. The National Family Service Division provides 

complementary support services through longer-term, family case management, 

where required, to ensure that families receive the appropriate assistance and 

support.   

Mr. President:  Okay.  Senator, do you have any—? 

1.45 p.m. 

Sen. Dr. Murray:  Thank you for that very comprehensive and reassuring answer. 

Mr. President:  Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman. 

Instances of School Violence  

(Suspension/Expulsion of Students) 

58. Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman asked the hon. Minister of Education:  

With respect to instances of school violence during the September to 

December 2025 academic term, can the Minister indicate:  

(i) the number of students suspended or expelled, as a consequence of 

school violence; and  

(ii) the measures implemented to rehabilitate those students suspended or 

expelled from school and/or placed in the criminal justice system 

during the said period? 

Mr. President:  The Minister of Education. 



10 

Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d)  2026.04.14 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Dr. Michael Dowlath):  Mr. President, I thank 

the Member for the question.  The answer to part (i):  For the period September to 

December 2025, there were 1,050 reported cases of student suspension across the 

education system.  I also wish to indicate that no student was expelled during this 

period. 

The Ministry does not treat suspension as arbitrary punishment.  Suspension 

is used where behaviour threatens the safety, order and proper functioning of the 

school environment, but it is governed by clear procedures, due process and 

proportionality.  The framework is provided by the National School Code of 

Conduct, which is available on the Ministry’s website.  

The answer to part (ii):  Mr. President, this Government’s position is clear.  

Violence in schools will not be normalized, excused or ignored.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. M. Dowlath:  At the same time, we recognize that discipline must be 

accompanied by rehabilitation, intervention and prevention.  Accordingly, students 

who are suspended or otherwise identified as being at risk of continued 

behavioural difficulties will refer to the Student Support Services Division for 

targeted support. 

That support includes: Psychological and behavioural assessments, individual and 

family counselling, behaviour intervention plans, anger management support, 

conflict resolution support, and structured reintegration arrangements for students 

returning after suspension.  School social workers and guidance officers also 

engage families directly to address the underlying social and behavioural issues 

affecting students.  In more serious cases, the Ministry also applies case 
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management, monitoring and referral mechanisms, including referral to specialized 

services and relevant external agencies where required. 

So, Mr. President, the approach is not simply to remove a student from 

school and leave the matter there.  The objective is to correct behaviour, protect the 

wider school population and reduce repeat incidents.  And that is exactly why, at 

the Ministry of Education, we have acted.  We have reviewed and strengthened the 

National School Code of Conduct, so that schools now have a clearer, more 

modern and more consistent framework for dealing with indiscipline and serious 

misconduct, while still preserving due process and the best interest of the child.  

We have also implemented the police in school initiative in high-risk secondary 

schools, because this Government is not prepared to leave principals, teachers and 

students to face serious violence without additional support.  That initiative forms 

part of a broader school safety strategy, aimed at deterrence, improved supervision, 

early intervention and greater stability in the learning environment. 

So, the difference is this, Mr. President.  This Ministry is not merely talking 

about school violence.  The Ministry is acting to confront it.  We are taking a 

balanced but firm approach; firm, where the safety of students and staff is 

threatened, and supportive, where intervention is needed to help a young person 

return to a better path.  We will protect the school environment, support 

rehabilitation and continue strengthening the systems needed to restore discipline, 

safety and confidence in our schools.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President:  Sen. Roberts-Radgman. 

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you to the hon. 

Minister for your answer.  I have a follow-up, but I imagine that it would be a 

response that might need to be submitted in writing, if that is fine with the 
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Minister. With regard to the police in schools initiative, in the schools identified as 

“high-risk”, if the Minister can indicate in writing the statistics, the figures 

showing any changes in the incidence of suspensions in those high-risk schools 

since the initiative was implemented last September, I would be grateful, please, 

Mr. President. 

Mr. President:  Well, listen, I think just frame your question, do not make a 

statement.  Leave it up to the Minister to respond, and if he wishes to put it in 

writing, he will so indicate.  But he has a right to respond to your question now.  

So, could you just put your question pointedly to the Minister and allow him to 

respond?  Take another try at it for me. 

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Can the Minister indicate in 

writing the changes—any changes seen to the incidence of suspensions in schools 

identified as high-risk, where the police in schools initiative has been 

implemented?  

Mr. President:  I do not think that I would ask the Minister to put that in writing.  

You have to ask a follow-up question to what has been put before you by the 

Minister.  You are asking the Minister to put it in writing.  First, put your question, 

and maybe you can have a follow-up by asking him to put it in writing.  But he 

must first get your question.  So, could you try it again?  

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  I am guided, Mr. President.  Can the Minister indicate 

any changes in the number of suspensions that have been seen in those schools that 

have been identified as high-risk, where the police in schools initiative has been 

implemented?  

Mr. President:  Thank you.  Hon. Minister.   



13 

Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d)  2026.04.14 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Dr. M. Dowlath:  Mr. President, yes, definitely, especially during the critical 

periods of break time, lunch time and after school, there has been a significant 

reduction in suspensions and the incidence of violence.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President:  Any further—[Inaudible] 

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  No further follow-ups, Mr. President. 

Mr. President:  All right.  I think the other question is Sen. Janelle John-Bates.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Flava Village Carnival 2026  

(Details of) 

59. Sen. Janelle John-Bates asked the hon. Minister of Culture and Community 

Development:  

With respect to the Flava Village initiative during the Carnival 2026 period, 

could the Minister state:  

(i) the names of all artistes and performers engaged;  

(ii) the contractual amount agreed for each engagement;  

(iii) whether payment in respect of each engagement has been made in 

full, in part, or remains outstanding; and  

(iv) the date on which any such payment was effected? 

Mr. President:  The hon. Minister of Culture and Community Development.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Culture and Community Development (Hon. Michelle 

Benjamin):  Thank you, Mr. President.  I wish to thank the Senator for this 

question, which affords me the opportunity to place on record the scope and scale 

of the Flava Village initiative during the Carnival season 2026, and the 

Government’s continued commitment to investing in our cultural practitioners.   



14 

Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d)  2026.04.14 

 

UNREVISED 

Mr. President, the Flava Village initiative is a flagship cultural activation 

that serves as a hub for the display and celebration of our art forms.  It operated 

from the 8th of January, 2026, to the 1st of March, 2026, spanning the full breadth 

of the Carnival season.  Mr. President, during the period of operation, 

approximately in excess of 500 performers were engaged across a wide cross-

section of our cultural landscape.  These included a host of artistes, the details of 

which, Mr. President, is going to be circulated or placed on record here today in an 

appendix. 

Mr. President, I wish to underscore that this initiative provided meaningful 

paid employment to approximately over 500 cultural practitioners across the length 

of the Carnival season.  That is the statement of this Government’s commitment to 

the creative economy and to the livelihoods of those that keep our traditions alive.  

Mr. President, the contractual amount of each engagement was determined on the 

basis of negotiated industry pricing and the duration of the respective performance.  

I wish to outline for the honourable Senate the ranges applicable to each category 

of performer.  Live bands were engaged at rates ranging from $20,000 to $60,000; 

steelpans were similarly engaged from rates ranging from $12,000 to $60,000; 

calypso, soca, chutney, rapso artistes, performing without a live band, were 

engaged at respective rates of $1,500 to $40,000; rhythm sections, tassa groups, 

tamboo-bamboo groups were engaged on an average of $4,000 to $7,000; disc 

jockeys ranged from $2,000 to $4,500; hosts, masters of ceremonies were engaged 

from $2,500 to $7,000; steelpan soloists from $800 to $4,000.  

With respect to traditional Carnival characters, Mr. President, individual 

characters, such as baby dolls, were engaged at approximately $700 per individual, 

while group engagements, such as moko jumbies and blue devils, attracted fees of 

$5,000 per group. 
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These ranges, Mr. President, reflect the estimated or established market rates 

for cultural practitioners in Trinidad and Tobago, and we negotiated accordingly. 

Mr. President, the Flava Village initiative concluded its operations on the 1st of 

March, 2026.  I can advise this honourable Senate as follows:  The majority of 

payments in respect of engagements during the month of January 2026 have been 

paid in full.  Payments with respect to February 2026 engagements are currently 

being processed.  To date, however, 90 per cent of artistes have received payment.  

All payments to the various categories of performers are expected to be completed 

on or before the 31st of May, 2026.   

Mr. President, I wish to assure this Senate and the cultural practitioners of 

Trinidad and Tobago that the Government is fully committed to honouring every 

contractual obligation arising from the Flava Village initiative.  Every performer 

who rendered a service will be paid.  Thank you, Mr. President.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President:  You have any supplemental?  Yes?  Go ahead. 

Sen. Dhanpaul:  Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Minister.  Minister, could 

you state whether the financing for the project will be taken from budgetary 

allocations or through borrowing?   

Mr. President:  Just repeat that question for us.   

Hon. Senator: [Inaudible] 

Mr. President: No, you, Sen. Dhanpaul. 

Sen. Dhanpaul:  Repeat the question? 

Mr. President:  Yeah. 

Sen. Dhanpaul:  Minister, could you state whether the financing for the Flava 

project will be taken from budgetary allocations or through borrowing?   
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Mr. President:  I do not think that question arises.  If you have another question, 

you could come again.  Any further questions?  No?  Okay, well, let us move on.  I 

will now invite again Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Displaced Seafarers- Cabo Star 

(Details of) 

64. Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman asked the hon. Minister of Works and 

Infrastructure: 

With regard to the displaced seafarers who previously worked aboard the 

Cabo Star, can the Minister indicate: 

(i) the reason why these workers have not been engaged to provide 

services on the MV Blue Wave Harmony vessel; 

(ii) whether the employment of these workers has been formally 

terminated by the Port Authority of Trinidad and Tobago; and 

(iii) whether there are plans to continue the engagement of, or to re-engage 

these workers on the inter-island sea-bridge? 

Mr. President:  Hon. Minister of Works and Infrastructure. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation (Sen. The Hon. Eli Zakour):  

Mr. President, I rise to answer Question No. 64 on behalf of the hon. Minister of 

Works and Infrastructure.  Mr. President, the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure 

has policy oversight and overall responsibility for matters relating to the sea 

bridge, which serves as a critical economic and social link between Trinidad and 

Tobago.  However, the day-to-day operational management of port facilities and 

the direct engagement of maritime workers fall within the purview of the Port 

Authority of Trinidad and Tobago, which functions as the executing agency.  
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Response to part (i):  The individuals referenced were not employees of the 

Port Authority, and as such, they did not hold employment contracts with the 

Authority.  In this regard, they were not engaged by the Port Authority to provide 

services on the Blue Wave Harmony. 

Response to part (ii):  Termination processes apply only to individuals who 

are employed by Port Authority.  As the individuals referenced were not 

employees of the Authority, no termination letters or notices of termination were 

issued by the Port Authority.  

Response to part (iii):  Engagement by the Port Authority applies only to 

individuals who hold employment or contractual status within the Authority.  As 

the individuals referenced did not hold such status, the question of continuing or 

re-engaging them by the Port Authority does not arise.  Employees who are 

engaged in the cargo operations of the Port Authority continue to be employed by 

the Port Authority.  Thank you. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Roberts-Radgman:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Just one follow-up for the 

hon. Minister.  Minister, can you indicate the employer of the employees, or who 

engaged the employees we are referring to in the question?  

Sen. The Hon. E. Zakour:  Mr. President, I do not have that information. 

Mr. President:  Any further questions?  Sen. Dr. Amery Browne. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

2.00 p.m.  

Cuban Healthcare Professionals 

(Details of) 

65.  Sen. Dr. Amery Browne asked the hon. Minister of Health:  

(i) the total number of such professionals as at March 10, 2026; 
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(ii) the total number within each category of healthcare professional, 

including doctors, nurses, pharmacists and other relevant 

classifications; and 

(iii) whether the Government intends to fill any existing vacancies in the 

public health sector with Cuban healthcare professionals? 

Mr. President:  The hon. Minister of Health. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Health (Hon. Dr. Lackram Bodoe):  Mr. President, I thank the 

Member for his question.  The answer to part (i), as of March10th, 2026, the total 

number of Cuban healthcare professionals working in Trinidad and Tobago, is 58 

persons.  

In response to part (ii), the breakdown of categories of the 58 Cuban 

healthcare professionals is as follows: Doctors, four; nurses, 53; administrative 

coordinator, one, making up the total of 58.  

And the answer to part (iii) is that this matter is under consideration.  Thank you.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President:  Sen. Dr. Browne.  

Sen. Dr. Browne:  Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, with respect to the 

Minister’s response to part (iii), which really enquired on whether the Government 

intends to fill any vacancies with Cuban healthcare providers.  Is there any other 

nationality of healthcare provider that the Minister is looking to recruit at this 

time?  

Mr. President:  I am not too sure that question arises, based on the response that 

the Minister has given.  I do not know if you want to probably rephrase your 

question, as it relates to his actual response to your question.   

Sen. Dr. Browne:  Well, Mr. President, it is a challenge but is the Minister willing 
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to share any of the factors that are being considered by the Ministry, in its ongoing 

determination of the recruitment of Cuban healthcare professionals? 

Mr. President:  Hon. Minister, are you willing to?  

Hon. Dr. L. Bodoe:  Mr. President, that question has been asked and answered, 

the matter is under consideration.  

Mr. President:  Okay. Any further questions?  None?  Let us go. 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND REPUBLIC OF CHILE 

PARTIAL SCOPE TRADE AGREEMENT BILL, 2026. 

Bill to give effect to the Partial Scope Trade Agreement between the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile and for related matters 

[The Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs]; read the first time.  

Motion made:  That the next stage be taken at a later stage of the 

proceedings.  [Hon. S. Sobers] 

Question put:  

Mr. President:  Division. 

The Senate divided:  Ayes 18   Noes 9 

AYES  

Allahar, Hon. D. 

Jeremie SC, Hon. J. 

Roberts, Hon. A. 

Swaratsingh, Hon. Dr. K. 

Maharaj, Hon. S. 

Baptiste, Hon. L. 

Alexander, Hon. P. 

Ratiram, Hon. R. 

Persad, Hon. Prof. P. 
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Chaitan-Maharaj, Dr. N. 

Charles, Ms. K. 

Zakour, Hon. E. 

Smith, Hon. D. 

Nakhid, D.  

Jack, A. 

Chote SC, Ms. S.  

Attzs, Dr. M. 

Jones-Simmons, Ms. C. 

NOES 

Browne, Dr. A. 

Roberts-Radgman, Mrs. M. 

Dhanpaul, V. 

Cummings, F. 

John-Bates, Mrs. J. 

Al-Rawi SC, F. 

de la Bastide SC, M 

Lewis, F. 

Murray, Dr. D. 

Mr. A. Vieira SC, and Mrs. A. Lalite-Ettienne abstained. 

Question agreed to. 

RETRENCHMENT AND SEVERANCE BENEFITS (AMDT) BILL, 2026. 

Bill to amend the Retrenchment and Severance Benefits Act, Chap. 88:13 [The 

Minister of Labour, Small and Micro-Enterprise Development]; read the first time. 
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND REPUBLIC OF CHILE 

PARTIAL SCOPE TRADE AGREEMENT BILL, 2026. 

The Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs (Hon. Sean Sobers):  Thank 

you, Mr. President.  Mr. President, I beg to move:  

That a Bill to give effect to the Partial Scope Trade Agreement between the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile and for related 

matters, be now read a second time.  

Mr. President, it is an honour for me to return to this honourable Senate since being 

elected a Member of Parliament in the House of Representatives, to pilot the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile’s, Partial Scope Trade 

Agreement Bill 2026.  As a matter of fact, just last week I had the opportunity to 

pilot my first piece of legislation in the lower House, the Advance Passenger 

Information and Passenger Name Record Bill 2026, and now today, in under five 

days, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile, Partial 

Scope Trade Agreement Bill, 2026, in this honourable Senate. Mr. President, 

though this Bill, there are only seven clauses, they are of importance to advancing 

Trinidad and Tobago’s commercial relationship with South America, in particular, 

the Republic of Chile.  The Bill provides for the implementation of the Partial 

Scope Trade Agreement, signed between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

the Republic of Chile on April25th, 2025. 

Clause 1 provides the customary short title of the legislation, while clause 2 

provides for the Act to commence upon proclamation by the President.  Clause 3 

provides for the interpretation of certain terms in the legislation, namely the terms, 

“Agreement” and “Minister”.   

Clause 4 makes provisions for the Agreement to have the force of law.  
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Clause 5 of the Bill provides for the President to grant tariff preferences set out in 

Annex 2B of the Agreement, for goods originating from Chile.  However, as clause 

5 (2) of the Bill explains the preferential treatment shall apply only to goods which 

satisfies Chapter 3 and the Annexes of the Agreement.  

Clause 6 provides for the Minister with the assigned responsibility, to amend 

the Schedule to the legislation by order, specifically, by negative resolution of 

Parliament.  There being only one Schedule which is the actual text of the Partial 

Scope Trade Agreement, with its articles and Annexes.  Finally, clause 7 of the Bill 

provides for the Minister to make regulations, subject to negative resolution of 

Parliament. Mr. President, I would like to now touch on the provisions of the 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement.   

Mr. President, even though it is not the job of the legislature to negotiation 

nor amend trade agreements, permit me in the interest of transparency to explain 

the actual provisions of the Agreement which are contained in Schedule to the 

legislation.   

Part of the PSTA, the preamble, this serves as a background to the PSTA 

and an affirmation by the parties of their common objectives.  Chapter 1, the Initial 

Provisions.  This chapter refers to the establishment of the Partial Scope Trade 

Agreement and its objectives and the scope and coverage.  Chapter 2, Trade in 

Goods.  This chapter and its Annexes include the Schedule of tariff commitments 

with the list of goods set out by the parties’ commitments, in respect of the trade in 

goods covered under the PSTA, including the extent to which and how quickly 

duties are lowered and/or removed.   

Chapter 3, which deals with the Rules of Origin.  This Chapter speaks to the 
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identification and treatment of goods that would be eligible for preferential market 

access under the PSTA.  Chapter 4, the cooperation Trade Facilitation.  This 

chapter aims to streamline custom procedures and make them more efficient.  

Chapter 5, Trade Remedies. This Chapter refers to the measure that one party can 

take in response to the negative effects of unfair trade practices, such as dumping 

unlawful subsidies and surges in imports.   

Chapter 6, Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  This chapter sets out the 

rules for food safety and animal and plant health in respect of the trade in goods, 

between the parties and establishes mechanisms for technical consultations and 

exchanging of information.  

Chapter 7, Technical Barriers to Trade.  This chapter provides for the 

recognition of standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment 

procedures and the cooperation and exchange of information, in respect of 

standards, technical regulations, meteorological measures and accreditation 

systems.  

Chapter 8, Competition Policy.  This chapter sets out undertakings in respect 

of the application of competition law and commitments for cooperation in 

competition policy.  Chapter 9, Transparency.  This chapter ensures transparency 

in respect of laws, regulations and administrative rulings, in respect of matters 

covered under the PSTA.   

Chapter 10, Institutional Arrangements.  This chapter provides for the 

establishments/creation of key bodies under the PSTA, their functions and how 

they are to meet.  Chapter 11, Dispute Settlement Procedures.  This chapter and its 

Annexes provide measures for resolving any disputes that may arise under the 
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PSTA.   

Chapter 12, Exceptions.  This chapter speaks to the rights of the parties, not 

to apply provisions of the PSTA in specified circumstances, by invoking general 

security or taxation exceptions.  And chapter 13, Final Provisions.  This chapter 

establishes how the PSTA enters into force, opens the possibilities for new parties 

to join after it is signed and sets the procedures for amending the Agreement in the 

future. 

What is the importance of international trade, Mr. President?  Mr. President, 

it is a fact that international trade is the cornerstone of the global economy and its 

importance can be understood across several key dimensions.  The first, economic 

growth and development.  International trade allows countries to expand their 

markets beyond domestic borders.  By exporting goods and services, nations can 

increase production, create jobs and boost income levels.  Indeed, many 

developing countries have accelerated growth by integrating into global trade 

networks. 

2.15 p.m.  

Two:  Efficient resource allocation.  Trade is based on the principle of 

comparative advantage, where countries specialize in producing goods they can 

make most efficiently.  This leads to better use of global resources and higher 

overall productivity.   

Three:  Access to a variety of goods and services.  Consumers benefit from 

international trade by gaining access to a wider range of products, often at lower 

prices.  

Four:  Technological advancements.  Trade facilitates the exchange of 
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knowledge and innovation.  Countries can import advanced technologies, 

machinery, and expertise, helping industries to modernize and improve 

competitiveness.   

Five:  Employment opportunities.  Export-oriented industries often generate 

large numbers of jobs.  At the same time, imports can support employment in 

sectors like retail, logistics, and distribution.   

Six:  Strengthening international relations.  Trade encourages cooperation 

and interdependence among nations, which can promote peace and stability.   

Seven: Economies of scale.  Access to global markets allows firms to 

produce on a larger scale, reducing average costs and improving efficiency.   

Eight:  Foreign exchange earnings.  Exports bring in foreign currency, which 

countries use to pay for imports, service debt, and stabilize their economies. 

Mr. President, allow me now to go through the history of Trinidad and Tobago’s 

bilateral trade agreements.  Since the 1990s, successive Governments of Trinidad 

and Tobago have recognized the importance of trade liberalization in the 

strengthening of the local economy.  As such, Trinidad and Tobago has signed 

bilateral agreements with several countries, including Venezuela in 1992, 

Colombia in 1994, the Dominican Republic in 1998, Cuba in 2000, and Costa Rica 

in 2025.  Importantly, Mr. President, this is the first PSTA being signed by Chile in 

the Caribbean and the first for Trinidad and Tobago with a South American nation.   

The new foreign policy orientation of Trinidad and Tobago is aimed at achieving 

the central objectives of making this country stronger, safer, and prosperous.  

Pursuing Trinidad and Tobago’s commercial interests is now central to its foreign 

policy.  It is about pursuing initiatives which bring tangible benefits to the people 
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of Trinidad and Tobago, such as foreign exchange and job opportunities. This is 

why, during the recently concluded Shield of the Americas held in Miami on 

March 7th, 2026, the hon. Prime Minister, Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC, 

prioritized engagement with several Latin American leaders, including His 

Excellency José Antonio Kast Rist, President of Chile.  

Bilateral relationships with Chile.  Mr. President, Trinidad and Tobago and Chile 

share a longstanding relationship founded on mutual respect, friendship, and 

cooperation.  Just last year, we proudly celebrated 60 years of diplomatic relations, 

a milestone that speaks to the enduring strength and depth of our partnership.  This 

Partial-Scope Trade Agreement builds on that legacy, reflecting our shared 

commitment to openness, mutual prosperity, and lasting cooperation.   

Mr. President, Chile is an important trading partner and a main Latin American 

market for Trinidad and Tobago.  The average total exports from T&T to Chile 

over the period 2020 to 2024 is estimated at approximately TT$710.6 million per 

annum. This includes energy exports, which average approximately $706.3 million 

annually, and non-energy exports, which average approximately $4.4 million 

annually.  The agreement provides preferential market access for more of Trinidad 

and Tobago’s exports.   

More local goods will be allowed into Chile without incurring customs duties, that 

is, zero duties, and will assist in Trinidad and Tobago’s efforts to increase both 

energy and non-energy exports as part of the Government’s continued trade 

expansion and economic diversification efforts. Specifically, the PSTA will 

provide local manufacturers with preferential access into Chile for products under 

267 tariff lines. This essentially enables trade of more than 267 products, as 
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multiple products can be covered under a single tariff line.   

Within the framework of the Agreement, 213 tariff lines for locally manufactured 

products will incur 0 per cent duty into Chile upon entry into force of the 

agreement, following which products under 54 tariff lines will attain duty-free 

treatment into Chile after three years. This PSCA is an opportunity to provide 

products to Chile, which has a market size of 19.66 million persons and the highest 

per-person income GDP per capita in Latin America, and belongs to the category 

of high-income countries according to the World Bank.  The country, therefore, 

has a sizeable population with strong purchasing power.  

Preferential market access treatment into Chile for Trinidad and Tobago’s energy 

sector will be provided for items such as methanol, ammonia, LNG, aviation fuels, 

base oils, lubricants, propane, butane, and urea.  In addition, the list of items from 

Trinidad and Tobago’s non-energy sector covers duty-free treatment for food and 

beverage, cosmetics, chemicals, construction, paper, fashion, and energy 

industries.  Specifically, non-energy items include alcoholic beverages, juices, 

pasta, cocoa products, ketchup and other condiments, water, concrete, clothing, 

cosmetics, ferrous products, fruits, and vegetables, as well as doors and windows.  

Trinidad and Tobago imports under the Agreement.  Conversely, the average total 

imports sourced from Chile over the period 2020 to 2024 are estimated at $189 

million annually.  This shows interest among our domestic importers in having 

access to Chilean products.  The PSTA will allow for reduced tariffs on products 

from Chile under 143 tariff lines.  However, I want to emphasize that trade is more 

than numbers.  It is about people.  It is the farmer whose crops will now find new 

markets, the manufacturer who gains access to new customers and the importer 
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who can source cheaper goods from better suppliers, the small business owner who 

dreams bigger because new opportunities have opened up, and the consumer who 

will enjoy more choice, better quality, and cheaper food options. Hence, the areas 

such as tariff preferences, rules of origin, and origin procedures, sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, and trade facilitation, which are 

covered under the agreement, will be more than policy tools, but will also pave the 

way for greater collaboration between the private sectors of both our nations.  

Benefits of enhanced trade between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile. Mr. President, 

enhanced trade between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile will play a strategic role in 

strengthening both economies and deepening ties between this country and South 

America specifically.  Energy and resource complementarity, Trinidad and Tobago 

is still rich in oil, natural gas, and petrochemicals, while Chile is a major importer 

of energy, but rich in minerals like copper. Greater trade will allow Trinidad and 

Tobago to export energy products while importing raw materials or finished goods 

from Chile, creating a mutually beneficial exchange.  

Market diversification.  For Trinidad and Tobago, trading with Chile will reduce 

the dependence on traditional partners.  It will also allow for economic growth and 

investment.  More bilateral trade will encourage investment flows as Chilean 

companies will be able to invest in sectors such as infrastructure, retail, and 

services in Trinidad and Tobago, while Trinidadian firms can explore opportunities 

in Chile’s mining, energy, and manufacturing sectors.  

There will also be access to goods and services.  Consumers and businesses in both 

countries will benefit from a wider variety of goods.  Trinidad and Tobago can 

import Chilean products such as wine, fruits, and machinery while exporting 



29 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago  2026.04.14 

And Republic of Chile Partial Scope  

Trade Agreement Bill, 2026 

Hon. Sobers (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

fertilizers, liquefied natural gas, and manufactured goods.  There will also be an 

element of knowledge and technology transfer.  Chile has strong expertise in areas 

like mining technology, renewable energy, and agriculture.  Enhanced trade and 

collaboration will allow Trinidad and Tobago to benefit from this knowledge, 

helping diversify its economy beyond energy. 

Enhanced competitiveness.  Exposure to international markets will push businesses 

in both countries to improve quality, efficiency, and innovation, making them more 

competitive globally.  Mr. President, it is important for the Government to put on 

record the rationale for new commercial partnerships between Trinidad and 

Tobago and South America.  Trinidad and Tobago currently trades with all regions 

of the world.  However, its exports are disproportionately skewed to North 

America, CARICOM, and Europe, which collectively account for approximately 

69 per cent of total exports.   

With respect to North America, Trinidad and Tobago—the percentage of exports 

are 37 per cent, CARICOM, 16 per cent; Europe, 16 per cent; Asia, 10 per cent; 

South America (excluding Guyana and Suriname), 8 per cent; the Caribbean, 

excluding CARICOM, 4 per cent; Europe, excluding the EU, 4 per cent; Africa, 2 

per cent; Central America (excluding Belize), 1 per cent, and other countries, 2 per 

cent.  A grand total being 100 per cent, which would be $63,144,383,930.  

On the import side, North America and Asia account for over 67 per cent of total 

imports.  Trade with South America, while strong, 8 per cent of total exports and 

10 per cent of total imports can be significantly enhanced, given the market size of 

South America.  Mr. President, there is a lot more that can be said in terms of 

Trinidad and Tobago’s import sources globally, but in the interest of time, I will 
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not touch on that.  

In fact, Mr. President, in anticipation of the passage of this piece of legislation in 

November 2025, the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association led a trade 

mission to Chile aimed at expanding business opportunities for local manufacturers 

in Latin America.  That trade mission involved 20-plus delegates from 12 to 14 

Trinidad and Tobago companies from the following sectors:  Food and beverage, 

chemicals, printing and packaging, services and manufacturing.  It is my 

understanding that the mission was extremely successful and resulted in several 

new trade leads for the local private sector.  This is no surprise, since while the 

Chilean market is significantly larger than Trinidad and Tobago, this country has a 

significant manufacturing base with several internationally competitive products, 

which can succeed in that country and wider South America.   

The current concurrence of the PSTA with the revised Treaty of Chaguaramas.  It 

should be noted that any agreement negotiated by Trinidad and Tobago requires 

the approval and certification of CARICOM and in accordance with Article 80 of 

the Revised Treaty of Chagaramas, which has been incorporated into domestic law 

as Chap. 81:11 of the Laws of Trinidad and Tobago, which states inter alia, that 

bilateral agreements to be negotiated by Member States in pursuance of their 

national strategic interests shall:   

“(a) be without prejudice to their obligations under the Treaty; and  

(b) prior to their conclusion, be subject to certification by the CARICOM 

Secretariat that the agreements do not prejudice or place at a 

disadvantage the position of other CARICOM States vis-a-vis the 

Treaty.”  
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Mr. President, on the 24th of April 2025, Trinidad and Tobago received the 

required certification from the CARICOM Secretariat, and I am advised that that 

ambassador, who I hold in high regard, Ambassador Wayne McCook, Assistant 

Secretary General of CARICOM, was instrumental in working with the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago to obtain the certification. 

2.30 p.m. 

Mr. President, on behalf of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago we 

would like to express thanks that the negotiation of the trade agreement though a 

tedious, intense, and extremely complicated exercise, Trinidad and Tobago’s side 

was led in terms of negotiations by chief negotiator, His Excellency Colin 

Connelly, former career ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago who has since retired, 

and our new PS in the foreign affairs Ministry, Mr. Randall Karim as the deputy 

chief negotiator who as I said is the PS of the foreign service.  I also wish to thank 

all the technocrats in the Ministries of Trade, Investment and Tourism; Finance; 

Agriculture and Land; and the Office of the Attorney General, who made this day 

possible, as tireless negotiations, legal experts and expertise, policy makers, and 

the teams on both sides who worked through long nights, tough issues and 

competing interests to reach a balanced and fair outcome, were successful.   

In conclusion, Mr. President, in an ever-evolving international context, the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago continues to be bold and proactive in seeking 

the interests of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  This agreement reflects a 

shared understanding that in a world with increasing complexity, our cooperation 

is not a luxury but a necessity.  We live in a time where global challenges require 

global solutions and, beyond that, meaningful partnerships.  We make no apologies 
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for prioritizing Trinidad and Tobago’s commercial and security objectives in our 

diplomatic pursuits as we aptly navigate a complex international and geopolitical 

system.   

Our Government will continue the necessary diplomatic approaches with key 

regional and international partners as we pursue pathways to sustainable 

development for our blessed twin island republic and to secure a bright future for 

generations to come.  With those— 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. S. Sobers:  With those few words, Mr. President, I beg to move. 

Question proposed.   

Mr. President:  Sen. Dr. Amery Browne.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. Amery Browne:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I must say it is a particular 

honour and pleasure to participate in today’s debate because the subject matter is 

quite important to Trinidad and Tobago and our collective future as a society.  Mr. 

President, service can be viewed as a relay.  At some point, whether you are a 

Presiding Officer, a Minister, a Senator, a street sweeper, or anyone else, you 

would have to pass the baton on and hope that your contribution would have made 

a difference.  One of the gifts of the Westminster system, Mr. President, is that 

sometimes there are those who interpret it as necessitating fighting, you are there 

to fight people, to throw insults, to battle, to tear down, et cetera.  But, Mr. 

President, it is my view, it is our view that service is about building and about 

uniting the people of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]   
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Sen. Dr. A. Browne:  And this is a debate that lends itself very well to a broader 

view of what brings us together as a Senate.  I think it is—I do not want to start on 

a negative note but—a little bit surprising that the Minister would have piloted this 

Bill without finding some space, even en passant to indicate that all of the work 

that he elaborated in his piloting, all of it, right up to the signature of this Partial 

Scope Trade Agreement occurred under the aegis of a People’s National 

Movement administration.   

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. A. Browne:  I do not think that would have been difficult.  You would 

recall, Mr. President, when I engaged in examination of our security council bid, I 

did indicate a former administration put the placeholder, et cetera.  So, I just think 

in a debate like this, at least that should have been clear.  And also to make clear 

that this agreement was signed last year, in 2025.  We did not hear that at all.  It 

was not in the narrative, so there is just that sort of, you know, assumption that 

maybe all of this was a slightly more recent vintage.   

Sen. Allahar:  [Inaudible]  

Sen. Dr. A. Browne:  Mr. President, it seems the Leader of Government Business 

has a disagreement with those facts.  If he does, he has the opportunity to 

participate and let his voice be heard as opposed to muttering in his chair.  Mr. 

President, so we got the negative out of the way.  It is with a sense of duty that I 

would like to contribute a few perspectives to the Senate’s and the population’s 

understanding of what this Bill and this agreement mean to the people of Trinidad 

and Tobago, and how it can assist us in moving forward.   

I want to say that the selection of Chile in this instance, for the hard work that it 
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would have taken on both sides to craft a trade agreement of this nature and this 

scope, and now to result in a Bill to give legal effect to that agreement, was not by 

accident.  And I am pleased that the current Government at least has carried 

forward with respect to bringing the Bill in culmination.  Mr. President, it is no 

exaggeration to say that Chile is a remarkable and amazing country.  It is 

extremely diverse.  It is known as the tallest country in the world just based on its 

latitude disposition, and one of the thinnest as well.  And it is known as a tri-

continental country because it is South American, it is also an Antarctic country, 

and it is also an Oceanic state, so it is referred to as tri-continental.  And that gives 

some advantages to Chile as a trading partner, and maybe a source of some key 

additional resources for Trinidad and Tobago and our manufacturers.  It is the 

number one producer of copper in the world and the number two producer of 

lithium in the world.  And we all know the growing importance of lithium to trade, 

investment and technology across the world.   

The Minister did mention that there are 19.6 Chileans who would be an ideal 

market for Trinidad and Tobago’s goods.  It is also quite a diverse country.  Some 

people do not realize that with a strong first people and Amerindian components, 

lots of Venezuelan immigrants as well in Chile, and it is quite a mixed population.  

I was surprised as well, there is a significant number of Haitians that have made 

Chile their home and are well integrated into that society.  So it is a cosmopolitan 

country with which we have some history going back officially to 1964.   

Mr. President, Chile is also an excellent source of some of the best fruits and 

vegetables in the world.  And I know some of our farmers might hear that and may 

get a little sense of trepidation but, because the topography and climate are 
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different to ours, the fruits that they specialize in are quite different to ours so you 

can get some of the best grapes on planet earth in Chile, some of the best apples 

and pears, blueberries as well, avocados, well, there might have a little overlap 

with Trinidad and Tobago, but they are renowned for the quality of their avocados.  

Because they are an oceanographic state, the seafood input in Chile is also 

absolutely remarkable.  So you would have heard of Chilean sea bass, and other 

products, Chilean beef is also quite outstanding, so just to give a little sense.   

This is not a random country plucked out of a hat, but really, there is great strategic 

potential and even with respect to our manufacturing sector, our food and beverage 

sector, et cetera, those who make fruit juices and so on.  It is not just necessarily a 

target market, but potentially a good source of inputs and raw materials as well.  

So, I just want to give some perspective that is this important for our future.  There 

is also, you see, as the trade specialists would know, when you open doors of trade, 

other avenues are also open.  And with respect to tourism and other potentials, this 

is something that bodes well for Trinidad and Tobago.   

In preparing for these debates, sometimes you sit down, and you say, “All right, 

what is the downside here”?  But in part because we were fully and 

comprehensively involved, but also the reality is, once we approach these things in 

the right way, and I think the right approach has been elaborated, then the sky 

really is the limit, and it is up to us and our people to get the best out of these doors 

that have been opened, Mr. President.  So, I just want to give that sense.   

Now, why do I talk so much about Chile?  I am not their emissary in this country, 

but I was the ambassador of  Trinidad and Tobago accredited to Chile for almost 

five years, visited that country a number of times and was very impressed.  The 
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other facet of Chile is that they have an extreme—I see the Minister has gone 

elsewhere, but they have an extremely strong diplomatic presence.  So when you 

look at the history of Chilean ambassadors to Port of Spain, Mr. President, you 

may know, they were some of the most outstanding in any diplomatic corps.  And 

again, that is not by accident.  They have a very strong institution that serves to 

develop their diplomats, their ambassadors all go through very rigorous training 

programmes, et cetera.  And so, as we open the trade avenues, there are other 

potentials.  And we have had some training of our young diplomats in association 

with the Chileans, but there is real room for cross-fertilization in other avenues.   

So, the Minister gave some indication of those who have worked on this trade 

agreement.  I want to broaden that a little bit, Mr. President.  I would start where he 

left off, with a clear identification of the principal chief negotiator for the majority 

of this work enterprise being the outstanding former ambassador of Trinidad and 

Tobago, outstanding, His Excellency Colin Connelly.  He really did a marvellous 

job and carried a lot of this.  He did not do it on his own.  And I think we may have 

the presence, even within our precincts, of the deputy chief negotiator who was 

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade and Industry and is now Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs.  It does not end there, 

that is Mr. Karim.  It does not end there, Mr. President.   

I could take you back to the days of Jerry Narace, Ken Valley, Mervyn Assam and 

others whose work would have laid the foundation, created openings, networks, 

and partnerships that have helped us to this particular point.  Even people like 

Mark Loquan, Vernon Paltoo and others, the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers 

Association, exporTT, InvesTT and all the other parameters that would have arisen 
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subsequently.  The CARICOM secretariat, which, you know, is part of the news a 

lot these days, unfortunately, but they have also been a part of this journey with us 

with respect to this Partial Scope Trade Agreement.   

Let us not also leave out national level leadership, it may not be convenient to 

every perspective, but in 2017, Mr. President, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and 

Tobago, Dr. Keith Rowley, led a delegation to Santiago, Chile, and there is no 

coincidence in the strengthened trajectory since then that has brought us to this— 

Hon. Senator:  [Inaudible] 

Sen. Dr. A. Browne:—I was there as well, then as an ambassador, I was not the 

Minister.  So, as my predecessor was also part of that delegation, I give respect to 

him, Dennis Moses.  So that is how the thing works.   

2.45 p.m. 

So he led a delegation to Santiago, Chile, in 2017, an official visit, met with 

then President Michelle Bachelet of Chile, and laid some of the groundwork for all 

of this.  This was a Herculean task, Mr. President. Not the drafting of the Bill, but 

the work done, the various rounds of negotiation, not easy, lots of considerations, 

lots of stakeholders—the Trinidad and Tobago society is not an easy society, 

vigorous—and a weighing of interests, but with ready and eager and experienced 

partners on the Chilean side that really enabled us to bring it to completion.   

A key name that should not also be neglected is the former Minister of Trade 

and Industry, the hon. Paula Gopee-Scoon, who really brought out a very strong 

trade flavour and sense of history, and was sort of the shepherd for this process 

over the years as well.  So I just want to paint as complete a picture as I can, and 

you would notice, Mr. President, I did not just mention PNM names but tried to 
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paint a broader picture of the participants in this particular exercise. So, Mr. 

President, I just want to give a few other observations.   

Now, I want to take you back to—we had a round of political consultations with 

the Republic of Chile in 2017.  Now, just as a marker, I was ambassador between 

2016 and August 2020.  So these are things that I participated in and had a first 

hand witness.  A round of political consultations in 2017, we signed a bilateral 

agreement for exemption of visas for holders of official and diplomatic passports 

in 2019.  We signed a memorandum of understanding on cooperation and 

development of intellectual property, and I know some Senators were very keen on 

that.  That occurred also in 2017.  And then, in 2020, there was a major step in 

October of 2020, when we signed a general framework agreement for the 

negotiation of the Partial Scope Trade Agreement.  That is in 2020.  It did take 

some years.   

COVID-19 was an intervening factor, but Paula Gopee-Scoon signed that 

framework agreement in 2020, and then, in 2025, signed the final agreement, the 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement in 2025, Mr. President.  There was also a joint 

declaration in 2017 between President Bachelet and Prime Minister Rowley.  So 

just to give a sense of some of the other elements in our diplomatic contact, 

engagement, memorandum of understanding and agreements, Mr. President.   

So I mentioned there were several rounds of negotiations.  Chile has been, in a 

broader sense, also good to Trinidad and Tobago.  I mentioned some of the 

diplomatic training.  There has also been training in disaster risk management.  Sad 

to say, Chile has had a lot of experience with some of the worst natural disasters 

humanity has had to confront.  And that has built in them resilience and expertise, 
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which they have been happy to share with us and others.  They have a natural 

expertise in the Spanish language.  They have been happy to share that with us, 

working to train public servants and others.  Even in the private sector, private 

citizens have been able to benefit from Spanish language training as well via the 

Chilean Embassy here and the Chilean diplomats.  They have also been very 

supportive of candidatures.  So when Trinidad and Tobago mounts a candidature, 

we found Chile.   

And I want to make the point, across administrations, even on the Chilean side.  So 

sometimes we get a little carried away, which is left wing, which is right wing.  At 

the end of the day, a society has a culture, an ethos, which defines it.  And so, with 

respect to Chile, we found them, over the years, to be a very reliable partner in that 

regard, very supportive of Trinidad and Tobago’s candidatures, whether it is the 

steelpan, World Steelpan Day, whether it is our General Assembly candidature, we 

will see—and other candidatures.  But they have generally been very supportive.   

Mr. President, the Minister did give some of the more specific benefits.  Maybe I 

should just mention a few.  With respect to the energy sector, I think it is very 

clear.  Chile is a very important market for LNG and some of the other energy 

products.  There is opportunity for that to expand and be deepened, depending on 

how we are able to expand and deepen the energy sector of Trinidad and Tobago.  

We will need reliable markets.  A large part of that 2017 trip was to secure the 

LNG market, and that was a successful endeavour.   

With respect to the manufacturing sector, Mr. President, it really sells itself.  There 

is opportunity for innovators or exporters or manufacturers in Chile.  It is a huge 

consumer market with potential doors to be opened to other neighbouring countries 
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as well, with particular attraction for reduced customs duties, an environment of a 

favourable taxation regime, et cetera, and as I mentioned, the possibility of 

accessing cheap inputs from Chile for our manufacturing sector.  We have to keep 

a close eye on their mining sector as well, even down to the level of jewellers and 

artisans and so on.  Things like silver and other minerals are very much in good 

supply from a country like Chile.   

Agriculture, Chile is a powerhouse.  Again, it is just how we manage that with the 

aim, not to suppress or strangle our agricultural sector, but potentially to—well, 

first of all, to enhance the food input for Trinidad and Tobago, but also to benefit 

our domestic agricultural sector as well.  The Ministry of Agriculture was very 

much a part of this journey as well and helped to steer us with a number of the 

particulars.  So some of those potential pitfalls were well in the contemplation of 

the technocrats and therefore, the specifics of the Schedule, et cetera, really aim to 

secure the interests of Trinidad and Tobago.  That really was the mandate and I 

believe it was certainly fleshed out as well.  So those were some of the bigger 

sectors.   

And then, of course, there is the services industry as well, which I would not dwell 

on too much, but Chile has a very strong public transport service and other 

elements that, at minimum, technical cooperation can be further expanded and 

there is a lot that we can learn from them in the services sector.  But I always say, 

as we are patriots, there is much that they can learn from us as well in things to do, 

things not to do, and so on.  So, Mr. President, that is a little review of some of the 

benefits.  I do not think any reasonable view can posit that we will be net losers in 

this endeavour.  It is very important that we have now brought into legal effect this 
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Agreement.  I once again want to acknowledge the tremendous amount of work 

that went into it.   

And, Mr. President, I just want to spend a few moments to debunk any view out 

there that we can close one door and open another, and then say that we are serving 

the best interests of Trinidad and Tobago.  So, it is really a note of caution.  I 

mean, this debate is occurring in a particular context, which I would not go too 

deeply into, but I know that the diplomats across the region and our trade 

practitioners, the manufacturing sector and others, are experiencing great anxiety 

and trepidation.  And if we start where I began on building and healing and uniting, 

the emphasis at the end of the day, once we get the egos out of the way and so on, 

must be on how we can work together to secure the jobs of people working in 

wherever, Angostura, or working in Cannings, or the Kiss Baking Company, or 

anyone who produces a product and wishes to export it.  What we have learnt is the 

shorter the supply line, the more resilient it should be.  The pandemic taught us that 

if you are sourcing material from the other side of the world or if you are supplying 

products to the other side of the world, there is some vulnerability.   

Chile is much closer.  One of the avenues that has to be looked at is the 

transportation linkages.  It is far from ideal between South America and Trinidad 

and Tobago, but there are commercial implications, et cetera.  So, Chile is much 

closer than on the other side of the world, but we should never forget the regional 

environment.  So, just perish the thought that we can sacrifice, in some way, the 

nearest market and compensate.  It does not work like that, Mr. President, and it is 

our responsibility as policymakers to jealously guard all the gains that were made 

in the past, whilst opening new avenues for the future.  And it may seem—again, 
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the Minister is not around—like a conundrum or a riddle that is difficult to solve. 

Mr. President, I do not believe that it is.  There are enough experienced diplomats, 

permanent secretaries, former and retired permanent secretaries, retired 

ambassadors—one was recalled, some of them are recalled and still in good 

fighting form—who can assist Trinidad and Tobago in this regard.   

So, I just want, without going too deeply into the challenges with CARICOM and 

the CARICOM Secretariat, to just put that note within this debate, whilst 

celebrating these advances.  It behoves us, we have a responsibility not to erode 

other arenas of progress.  I took note of the Minister’s comment in his piloting, 

talking about the foreign policy direction.  I guess this was not the debate for him 

to really elaborate it fully, what is the foreign policy direction.  I guess he would 

need much more time to do that.  But I did note the phrase, “stronger, safer and 

more prosperous.”  Sounds good, Mr. President.  I think a lot of today’s debate 

would focus on the last phrasing in that, “more prosperous”.  And well, I believe 

the words that I just uttered would stand in that regard, just with respect to our 

responsibility.  Mr. President, those are some of the submissions I would have 

wished to make in this debate.  Personally, I have very good memories of Chile 

and if we can bring these two nations even closer together, it would be something 

very important for us.   

The other thing that they share with us is a love of football.  I see Sen. Charles 

smiling a little bit.  So one of my dreams—I was not able to achieve it—would 

have been an international friendly between Chile and Trinidad and Tobago.  Now 

might be a good time, Mr. President, to push for that because Chile is in a—they 

are not at their strongest level, and certainly in their men’s football team, and 



43 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago  2026.04.14 

And Republic of Chile Partial Scope  

Trade Agreement Bill, 2026 

Sen. Dr. A. Browne (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

maybe we would have a chance.  And that is the other thing, their ambassadors 

tend to also be good footballers as well.  So I do not know if that is a criterion we 

are applying.   

In fact, the Ambassador of Chile was part of a diplomatic football team that 

we had assembled, that played a charity match against a TTMA team.  So, in that 

way—and this was—when was it? I think it is 2024.  And so, sort of 

foreshadowing this, you had the Ambassador of Chile on the field, a few of others 

as well, on the field with the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association, 

doing battle on the pitch for a good cause.  And here we are now, our two teams, 

Trinidad and Tobago, and the Republic of Chile, having engaged in a different 

kind of exchange.  Hard work and negotiation over years, through COVID, et 

cetera, et cetera, took a little bit long, was culminated in 2025, and we are now able 

to join together in this Senate and hopefully, our people, our exporters, our 

manufacturers will reap the benefits of the work that came before.   

So, Mr. President, those are my submissions.  I really want to commend this 

Agreement, commend this Bill to the Senate and to indicate my support.  Thank 

you very much.    

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

3.00 p.m.  

Mr. President:  Sen. Dr. Marlene Attzs.  

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Dr. Marlene Attzs:  Thank you, Mr. President, for the opportunity to 

contribute to this debate on the Partial Scope Trade Agreement Bill, 2026, 

reflecting collaboration between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, and the 
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Republic of Chile.  Mr. President, as you know, we received fairly short notice on 

this particular matter, but I felt it was sufficiently important that I make some 

summary points, a very brief contribution today, on the economic implications of 

this Partial Scope Trade Agreement, on the economic trajectory for Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

Mr. President, I wish to thank the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM 

Affairs, for providing some clarity, and for going through the 13 chapters of this 

Agreement, and some of the finer details contained in the Agreement.  He located 

his contribution in part, in the context of trade liberalization, which is part of the 

architecture of economic liberalization. So, I want to thank him for setting that 

stage, and I wish to say, from the outset, I want to lend my unequivocal support, in 

principle, for trade agreements that expand opportunities for our local producers, 

that allow us to diversify our markets, and that position, Trinidad and Tobago more 

strategically within the global economy.  

Minister Sobers would have spoken about the geopolitical challenges, and the 

Government's thrust in positioning Trinidad and Tobago to ride those geopolitical 

waves, so to speak. As a small open economy, international engagement is not 

optional, it is imperative for us, but such engagements must be strategic, 

evidence-based, and aligned with our economic realities.  This Bill, particularly 

through clause 4, which gives the Agreement the force of law is not merely 

procedural, it establishes a binding economic commitment, one that would directly 

affect our Government's revenue. The competitiveness of our local industries, and 

our balance of payments, that is, the flow of our foreign exchange into, and out of, 

the country, is something that we cannot ignore.  
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Mr. President, before I go on further, I want to endorse some of the 

sentiments raised both by Minister Sobers, and by the hon. Sen. Dr. Amery 

Browne, in terms of Chile being a good fit for us, and I want to highlight one of the 

things that Sen. Dr. Browne spoke of, is Chile's resilience, and the opportunity for 

us.  Separate and apart from what is detailed in this Bill, in terms of the trade in 

goods, the technical capacity of Chile, and as he mentioned the issue of resilience, 

in terms of disastrous management.  I was thrown back to one of my previous 

lives, when I did work on disastrous management, and one of the things I had the 

benefit of learning, is that in 2010, when both Chile and Haiti experienced 

devastating earthquakes, upwards of six or seven on the Richter scale, Chile had 

minimal impact, while Haiti, as we know, was absolutely devastated.  That is a 

testimony to the extent to which issues of disastrous management, and disaster 

resilience, and disastrous reduction are embedded in Chile’s systems.  So, that is 

one of the positive outcomes, positive externalities, that we in Trinidad and 

Tobago can also benefit from, in terms of this agreement. But the Agreement 

focuses particularly on trade.  

Minister Sobers, identified, as outlined in the Preamble, and Article 1.3 of the 

Agreement, that the Agreement seeks to do three things: to expand “trade in 

goods”; to remove “barriers to trade”, and to promote economic development. 

All of which are absolutely essential for Trinidad and Tobago, as we navigate our 

current economic circumstances. So, these are all commendable objectives. In 

simple terms, the Partial Scope Trade Agreement selectively reduces tariffs or 

taxes on imported goods, but on a defined list of products, rather than opening up 

all trade across the board. The idea is straightforward. So, you reduce the tariffs, 
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you reduce the taxes, on some products, not all, and you create some opportunities 

while managing the risks.  So, the idea is that you want to facilitate trade flows 

between Chile, and Trinidad and Tobago.  

But, Mr. President, while the Bill gives legal effect to the agreement, to my 

mind, it does not sufficiently illuminate the current structure of trade between 

Trinidad and Tobago, and Chile. I was looking forward to some of those details 

coming from the hon. Minister. Nor does it clearly signal which sectors stand to 

gain or lose.  There was a lot of conversation around Chile's agriculture sector, 

Chile's mineral sector, the exportation, but in terms of the Trinidad and Tobago 

sector, some mention was made; manufacturing loosely, joinery, I think some other 

things were mentioned; non-energy exports, some very generic references were 

made, and I would of liked to see some more conversation, some more details 

coming out, in terms of, which sectors from Trinidad and Tobago. I am happy to 

say, and I should add quickly, to say that, I took note, and I am aware that the 

Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association, led a delegation to Chile last 

year, so I would imagine that there some granular details that are available from 

that trade mission, that will help our business sector navigate, and leverage the 

benefits from this Agreement.  

Mr. President, it would be no surprise if I came to this contribution, if my 

contribution did not focus on the Bill from an economic perspective, and I need to 

pose some questions, which were not immediately clear from the documentation 

before us. We need to ask ourselves, are we liberalizing areas where we are already 

competitive? Or are we opening up sectors where domestic producers are 

vulnerable? Remember, this partial agreement, this Partial Scope Trade 
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Agreement, allows for us to reduce the taxes on goods that we will import from 

Chile, and there will be reciprocity in Chile, but we need to ask ourselves, if those 

goods that we are going to be importing in Trinidad and Tobago, are going to pose 

some vulnerability to our producers?  

Passing mention was made of our farmers, and they need not be worried about 

the agriculture produce coming in from Chile, but the fact of the matter is, unless 

we manage this arrangement, and this relationship, there may be some 

vulnerabilities that may be inadvertently caused, and some chinks in our 

agriculture sector armour that may be exposed, as a result of this relationship. So, I 

am just flagging that as something that we would need to be mindful of. Because 

without a clear mapping of these product lines against our existing trade patterns, 

and production capacity, we risk entering an agreement where the benefits are 

uncertain, but the exposure, and vulnerability are real.  

So, Mr. President, while the intent to sound, the real question is this. Signing 

the trade agreement is one thing, but benefiting from it in a tangible way is quite 

another. Remember, one of the objectives is to promote economic development. So 

at the end of the day, one of the tangible outcomes from this agreement should be 

that we should be seeing our economy growing, because of this arrangement, and 

that contributing to our economic development. And it is on this point, Mr. 

President, that the academic evidence becomes critical, and I am sorry my 

colleague, Sen. Smith, is not in the room, because he will be pleased to know, that 

based on research undertaken at The UWI, the University of the West Indies, of 

course, the Department of Economics, no doubt, that research shows, that while 

partial scope trade agreements are designed to expand trade, the outcomes for 



48 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago  2026.04.14 

And Republic of Chile Partial Scope  

Trade Agreement Bill, 2026 

Sen. Dr. Attzs (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Trinidad and Tobago, based on historical evidence of these partial scope trade 

agreements, the outcomes for Trinidad and Tobago have been mixed. So that 

research examines what is called export potential, essentially looking at whether 

our industries are positioned to take advantage of new market access.  

So, we know we have some capacity, but is the enabling environment in 

place, and are they positioned to take advantage of these agreements? And the key 

take away from that research is this—and I just called your name, Sen. Smith, and 

there you appeared. So, I was just talking about research from the University of the 

West Indies, Department of Economics. The key takeaway from the research is 

that access alone is not enough, we must ensure that our counterparts in the 

manufacturing sector have the capacity to leverage the access. The research from 

UWI, to which I am referencing, suggests that, in several cases, imports into 

Trinidad and Tobago have increased significantly.  We are buying more from the 

partner country, but our exports have not been able to keep pace and that results in 

widening trade and balances.  This is something that we need to look at.  

In fact, Mr. President, the data suggests that in some bilateral relationships, 

Trinidad and Tobago has moved from a trade surplus, where we are exporting 

more than we are importing, and therefore earning foreign exchange. We have 

moved from trade surpluses to trade deficits, over time, so that we are now 

spending more foreign exchange, than we are actually earning. So even where 

trade surpluses exists, as currently is the case with Chile, these surpluses remain 

volatile and inconsistent.   

Mr. President, both the hon. Minister, and Sen. Dr. Browne, spoke about the 

kinds of products that we can benefit from in terms of this agreement, and the 
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relationship with Chile. Primarily, energy-based exports, such as ammonia, 

methanol, and urea, alongside manufactured and agro-processed goods, such as 

beverages, food preparations, and household items. Those are some of the things 

that we can comfortably export to Chile. But what is striking, is not so much the 

list of products, but the gap between potential, and performance. In several of these 

sectors, exports to Chile remain minimal, or even non-existent despite our clear 

productive capacity. This gap between volume of exports, and productive capacity 

suggests that the issue is not market access, it is the readiness of our markets, to be 

able to export the volumes that are required for us to benefit fully from this 

arrangement. So, unless that gap, and those gaps are addressed, the benefits of this 

agreement will remain theoretical, while the risks become very real.  

Mr. President, at this juncture, I think it is important that we consider the 

economic part of this Bill that is before us. Clause 5, and Article 2.2 commit 

Trinidad and Tobago to phased tariff reductions. In practice, that is a form of 

structured trade liberalization, and it is almost irreversible once it is enacted. The 

evidence of uneven trade performance, must therefore be read alongside the reality 

of increased import incentives. So, if our imports from Chile increase faster than 

exports, as the evidence may suggest, it may sometimes be the case, then there will 

be a consequent demand for foreign exchange. That brings us to an important 

question. Not to dismiss the validity and the potential for this agreement to bring 

benefits to Trinidad and Tobago, but in developing the architecture around it, and 

the operationalization around it, have we asked ourselves, whether, what is likely 

to be the foreign exchange impact on this agreement, on the economy of Trinidad 

and Tobago? Does this agreement align with our balance of payments realities? 
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And our balance of payments is simply how the inflows and outflows of foreign 

exchange take place.  

There is no secret, everyone in this Senate, and everyone in the country 

knows, that we are facing a foreign exchange crunch in Trinidad and Tobago, and 

we have to be mindful when we are opening the gates in these kinds of trade 

arrangements, that it does not further exacerbate a challenge that we are already 

facing.  

3.15 p.m. 

Because, Mr. President, trade policy cannot be divorced from our macroeconomic 

realities and the foreign exchange crisis is a very clear, poignant example of our 

macroeconomic challenges that we face.   

Mr. President, the evidence also suggests that Trinidad and Tobago has low 

levels of what economists call intra-industry trade with partners like Chile.  Put 

simply, if you have strong trading relationships, countries both export and import 

similar types of goods.  But in our case, the pattern is often one-directional.  We 

import, but we do not export at the same scale.  And when that happens, the 

potential benefits from these kinds of trading arrangements become uneven.   

Mr. President, I think it is important at this juncture that we understand the 

economic reality of the partner that we are engaging.  Again, I support the view 

that Chile is an excellent trade partner for Trinidad and Tobago, but I think it is 

important that we also understand the nature of trade.  When we say that Chile is a 

significant trading partner, I think it is important for us to digest that.  Chile is a 

highly export-oriented economy, as both the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM 

Affairs noted, and also Sen. Dr. Amery Browne; a highly export-oriented economy 
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where exports play a central role in driving their growth.  Their exports are 

significant in their gross domestic product—their GDP.   

So Minister Sobers would have quoted that for Trinidad and Tobago, 

between 2020 and 2024—I think he said that we exported a total of TT $710.6 

million, particularly in terms of energy-based exports.  I want to juxtapose that to 

data for February of 2026—just February of 2026.  Chile exported to the tune of 

US $10.6 billion.  So that is not quite the same level of export in terms of their 

capacity to export as opposed to ours.  This is not cumulative data.  This is just for 

the month of February 2026.  Chile’s economy is built on strong export sectors, as 

mentioned by both Minister Sobers and Sen. Dr. Browne.  Mining, with copper 

alone accounting for a significant share of exports, alongside, as has been 

mentioned, a very advanced agriculture sector, as well as food processing and 

manufacturing.   

In fact, exports, as I mentioned earlier, are a significant part of Chile’s 

economic activity, supported by an extensive network of trade agreements across 

major global markets; China, the United States, Asia, and Europe, to name a few.  

Chile exports to over 180 countries and has deep penetration into these markets to 

which they export.  As opposed to Trinidad and Tobago, where I agree that 

economic diversification has to be the thrust moving forward, our export base is a 

lot narrower and more concentrated, with limited diversification, and of course, the 

ongoing foreign exchange constraints that I mentioned.  So when we speak of 

liberalizing trade between these two economies, it is incumbent on us to recognize 

that we are engaging with a country that is structurally more export-ready, more 

diversified, and more integrated into global markets.   
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Under Article 2.3 of the Agreement, Trinidad and Tobago is required to 

accord national treatment to Chilean goods.  In simple terms, this means that 

imported goods must be treated no less favourably than domestically-produced 

goods.  This is to ensure fairness, appropriately so, but it also creates a reality.  Our 

domestic producers must now compete on equal terms with firms from larger, 

more diversified and export-ready economies, where, perhaps, I am sure they are 

enjoying what we call in Economics, economies of scale, so they might be able to 

produce things cheaper than we can.  And, let us be honest, as we say in local 

parlance, “donkey say de world not level”.  In this case, it is not just about fairness; 

it is about capacity.  We are not engaging from the same level of export readiness, 

production scale or market reach.  Chile has a significant advantage over Trinidad 

and Tobago.   

Again, Mr. President, this is not to say that there is no merit to the 

Agreement.  I am simply flagging some issues that I think in the operationalization, 

we need to be mindful of how we establish the architecture for Trinidad and 

Tobago to gain or leverage the maximum amount of benefit from this Agreement.  

Mr. President, the Agreement undoubtedly—I said that my comments will be brief 

because I do in fact support the Agreement, and I am simply highlighting, I think, 

some issues that should be taken into consideration. Mr. President, the Agreement 

undoubtedly holds promise.  It can open doors and create opportunities for our 

producers and exporters, but market access, I repeat, is not the same as market 

penetration.   

If our firms are not export-ready—and based on the contingent that the 

TTMA would have led to Chile recently in 2025, they would have a sense of what 
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is available and what is the scope for us to benefit from this Agreement.  If our 

firms are not export-ready, if competitiveness is lacking, and if our foreign 

exchange constraints remain unresolved, then the Agreement may inadvertently 

deepen our import dependence, because we will now be importing cheaper goods 

rather than it being used as a transformative tool for our economy.  Trade 

agreements of themselves do not create competitiveness; they reveal who is 

competitive and who is not.   

The central question, therefore, is not whether we sign agreements but 

whether we are prepared to benefit from them; whether we have the capacity to 

benefit from these agreements.  So, governments may negotiate, but it is the 

businesses that must be supported by the right enabling environment to allow them 

to deliver the results that will redound to the benefit of the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  Sustainable prosperity requires strategic positioning, and this is a 

strategic partnership.  But strategy positioning also demands economic readiness.  

We need to ensure that our manufacturers will participate in this Agreement, that 

they are export-ready, and that they are in a position to capitalize on this 

opportunity.  Again, I state unequivocally that I support any arrangement that seeks 

to improve the well-being of our citizens, but we must ensure, Mr. President, that 

such arrangements truly deliver on that promise.  Mr. President, with those few 

words, I thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this Bill. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. President:  Thank you very much.  Sen. Anthony Vieira SC. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Anthony Vieira SC:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Like Sen. Dr. Browne and 
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Sen. Dr. Attzs, I too rise to lend my support to this Bill.  At the outset, I wish to say 

that legislation such as this deserves careful attention from this Chamber. Trade 

agreements, even those which appear modest in length, often have consequences 

that extend well beyond the text placed before us.  They shape the environment in 

which businesses operate, influence investment decisions, and define how nations 

position themselves within an increasingly interconnected global economy.  For 

that reason, it is important that we examine both the legal effects of this Bill and 

the broader strategic context within which it sits.   

Having done so, my view is that this legislation is a sensible and constructive step, 

one which reflects a growing and mutually-beneficial relationship between 

Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile—as we have heard from the hon. 

Minister—a country with whom we have enjoyed warm and friendly diplomatic 

relations for 60 years.  At the same time, like all legislations of this nature, its 

ultimate success will depend not merely on the passing of the Bill, but on how 

effectively we implement it, and how prepared our businesses are to take 

advantage of the opportunities it creates.  And I think that is the point that Sen. Dr. 

Attzs was really trying to emphasize.   

So what is the purpose and legal effect of this Bill?  Essentially, it seeks to 

give effect to a Partial Scope Trade Agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and 

Chile.  The operative provisions of the Bill are relatively straightforward.  The 

legislation provides that the Agreement itself will: 

“…have the force of law in…Trinidad and Tobago.” 

It further empowers:  

“…the President to grant tariff preferences…to goods originating from 
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Chile.”—specifically, those goods listed in the Schedule to the Agreement 

and which satisfy the applicable “rules of origin”.   

Additionally, the Bill provides for two important regulatory mechanisms.  First, it 

allows the Minister responsible for trade to amend the Schedule by Order, where 

amendments to the Agreement have been accepted by Trinidad and Tobago.  And 

secondly, it allows the Minister to make regulations for the purpose of giving 

effect to the Agreement.  Both powers are subject to the negative resolution of 

Parliament, ensuring that Parliament retains oversight over the implementation of 

the Agreement.  In essence, the Bill establishes the domestic legal framework 

through which the trade commitments between our two countries can be 

implemented.   

The Bill offers a strategic opportunity for trade diversification.  It offers an 

important opportunity for this country to diversify its economic partnerships.  As 

the hon. Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs pointed out that for decades, 

our trade patterns have been heavily oriented towards a limited number of markets.  

There is nothing inherently wrong with strong trading relationships.  Indeed, they 

are vital. But economic resilience requires diversification: diversification of 

markets, diversification of products, and diversification of economic partnerships.  

In that context, Chile represents a particularly interesting and valuable partner.  

Chile is widely regarded as one of the most open and stable economies in 

Latin America.  It has built a reputation for economic transparency, sound 

institutions, and a commitment to international trade.  As we have heard, Chile also 

possesses one of the most extensive networks of free-trade agreements in the 

world, connecting it to a vast portion of global GDP.  In other words, engagement 
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with Chile places Trinidad and Tobago within a networked commercial 

environment, rather than an isolated, bilateral relationship.    

Now, what makes Chile so special?  Besides the fact that vast areas of Chile 

are considered breathtakingly beautiful due to extreme, contrasting, raw, natural 

landscapes that stretch for over 4000 kilometres, ranging from the world’s driest 

desert, the Atacama, to massive southern glaciers, and the Torres del Paine 

National Park in Patagonia which is widely regarded as one of the most beautiful 

places on earth with vibrant emerald lakes, glaciers, fjords, and abundant wildlife, 

it is useful to consider the characteristics of Chile’s economy.  Chile is a significant 

exporter of natural resources such as copper and lithium, both of which are central 

to modern technologies, including electric vehicles and renewable energy systems.  

At the same time, Chile has been expanding rapidly in sectors such as technology, 

renewable energy, and innovation-driven industries.  Its open-market policies and 

business-friendly environment have attracted considerable foreign investments.   

3.30 p.m.   

So, this makes Chile a reliable and sophisticated trading partner.  For 

Trinidad and Tobago, engagement with such an economy provides opportunities 

not only in traditional trade, but also in areas such as technology collaboration, 

innovation and value-added manufacturing.  Here, one of the most practical 

features of the agreement is the reduction or elimination of tariffs on certain goods.  

Some products will benefit from immediate tariff elimination upon entry into 

force, others will move gradually towards duty-free status through schedule 

reductions over time.  This phased approach is important.  It allows businesses to 
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plan ahead.  It allows producers to adapt, and it provides a predictable timetable 

within which exporters can develop market strategies.   

The agreement also includes provisions aimed at reducing non-tariff 

barriers, including commitments relating to national treatment, import licensing 

transparency and the regulation of administrative charges.  Such provisions may 

sound technical, but they are extremely important.  While at least one global leader 

stakes his reputation and policy on tariffs, it is important to recognize that in 

international trade, tariffs are only part of the story.  Equally important are the 

regulatory and administrative systems that govern how goods move across borders.   

Transparent and predictable procedures are therefore essential, for 

businesses seeking to operate in international markets.  It is significant to note that 

the relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile, is not restricted to trading 

goods.  In fact, one of the most interesting aspects of this partnership is the 

cooperation that already exists in the field of intellectual property and innovation.  

It may come as a surprise to many, but Chile and this country have had a long 

relationship in relation to intellectual property cooperation.  Indeed, the Intellectual 

Property Office of Trinidad and Tobago has a memorandum of understanding with 

Chile’s National Institute of Industrial Property.   

Under that arrangement, Chile has provided patent search and examination 

services in English to Trinidad and Tobago, and this collaboration has extended 

also to training programmes aimed at strengthening the capacity of our own 

Intellectual Property Office.  Such cooperation is significant because in today’s 

world, economic growth is increasingly driven not only by physical goods, but by 

knowledge, creativity and innovation.  Patents, trademarks and intellectual 
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property rights are therefore central to the development of modern economies.  The 

cooperation between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile in this field, reflects a 

forward looking partnership, one that recognizes the importance of building an 

innovation ecosystem capable of supporting entrepreneurs, researchers and 

inventors.   

The collaboration between our two countries also extends into the academic 

sphere.  Institutions such as the University of Trinidad and Tobago have engaged 

with the intellectual property framework developed through cooperation with 

Chile, with the aim of strengthening innovation policy and encouraging the 

commercialization of research.  This is an important development.  For too long, 

innovation emerging from universities and research institutions in our region has 

struggled to move from the laboratory into the marketplace.  A stronger intellectual 

property framework can help bridge that gap by ensuring that innovations can be 

properly protected, commercialized and brought to market.  Yet another aspect of 

connectivity, and I would say pun intended, connectivity relating to aviation; an air 

service agreement will or should be an important dimension of this growing 

relationship.   

I have had the privilege of serving as Chairman of the Air Service 

Agreements Negotiating Committee, and from that vantage point, I have seen 

firsthand how international agreements in aviation form an essential part of 

economic diplomacy.  And this may be a useful point to recognize the hon. 

Permanent Secretary, Randall Karim, from the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM 

Affairs, who is also a very valued member of that committee.  Trade agreements 
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facilitate the movement of goods, but air service agreements facilitate the 

movement of people, ideas, investment and opportunity.   

Negotiations between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile, regarding an air 

services agreement have been ongoing for several years.  These discussions have 

involved detailed, technical engagement, and I understand have now reached an 

advanced stage—and I want to echo what Sen. Dr. Browne said.  When I engaged 

with the Chilean ambassador and the Chilean embassy staff, I found them not just 

to be extremely personable, but very competent, very knowledgeable about this 

country’s culture and business, and they were committed to fostering better 

relations between our two countries.   

The aviation sector itself is a major contributor to Chile’s economy.  

According to data from the International Air Transport Association, aviation 

contributes approximately US $7.9 billion to Chile’s GDP, and it supports over 

200,000 jobs.  Chile’s passenger traffic has also been expanding significantly in 

recent years.  Such developments reflect a dynamic and globally connected 

aviation sector, and the same can be said of Copa, how Copa in Panama and how 

that airline contributes to the Panamanian economy.  When I engaged in 

negotiations with the Chilean ambassador, we saw great potential for traffic from 

Chile to Trinidad, from Trinidad to Africa, Central and North America, that 

Trinidad and Tobago could become an aviation hub, piggy-backing on the aviation 

sector from Chile—and I think that still remains a great possibility.   

Improved connectivity between our two countries has the potential to 

strengthen tourism, business travel, cargo transport and investment flows.  As I see 

it, taken together, these developments create several opportunities for Trinidad and 
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Tobago.  First, they provide new avenues for export diversification.  Secondly, 

they encourage the development of knowledge-based industries, particularly those 

linked to intellectual property and innovation.  Thirdly, they strengthen our 

integration with Latin America, a region with which Trinidad and Tobago has 

longstanding cultural and historical ties, but which remains underutilized as an 

economic partner.  So, there is a lot to be said in favour of this legislation today.   

Now, while I support this legislation, it bears emphasizing that it is 

appropriate and important for Parliament to maintain careful oversight over its 

implementation.  Trade agreements must always be implemented in a way that 

ensures that domestic producers are not placed at an unfair disadvantage, and that 

businesses are properly supported in accessing new markets.  Delegated powers 

under this Bill, such as the ability of the Minister to amend schedules or to make 

regulations, are common in trade legislation, but they underscore the importance of 

continued parliamentary scrutiny.  What we are doing today is creating a portal for 

legal opportunities.  But opportunities alone are not enough.   

Businesses need to be aware of the new market access possibilities.  They 

need to be supported in meeting export standards, and they must be equipped to 

navigate logistics, certification requirements and international marketing.  In other 

words, the legislation opens the door, but businesses and institutions must walk 

through that door.   

Before I conclude, let me share that I just came back from a lovely Easter 

holiday in Mexico.  Now, what strikes me every time I visit our Latin neighbours, 

whether it is Mexico, Panama, the Dominican Republic or Costa Rica, is the very 

strong sense of camaraderie between Central and South American States, based on 
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a shared Latin American identity, anchored by the Spanish and Portuguese 

languages, shared history and cultural traits like strong family values, religious 

traditions and popular culture.  People from those countries interact with each other 

like friendly cousins.  Now, I share this as on the one hand, it is important for us in 

Trinidad to be mindful of that shared heritage and connectivity because we are 

outliers in a sense.   

Also, on the other hand, I offer that insight as a mirror because it enables us 

to appreciate and to value more deeply, the similar sense of camaraderie which 

exists within CARICOM and the English-speaking Caribbean, even though at 

times, such may appear fractured and even insular.  The fact is that even though 

our Caribbean family is small in the grand scheme of things, there is a deep shared 

identity rooted in common colonial history, language and cultural expressions like 

cricket and music.   

I was taught during the two years I was in Form Six at St Mary’s College, by 

Dr. C. V. Gocking, a former chief education officer, Oxford scholar and historian.  

He was a committed federationalist, and he saw Caribbean regionalization as 

essential for the survival of our nations.  He recognized that our countries are 

microstates with small populations and limited resources.  He recognized that we 

share and face the same challenges and the same structural disadvantages, and he 

understood that no single island can solve existential threats like climate change, 

and economic marginalization and other shared challenges alone.   

So, if Europe and Latin America can see the importance of regionalism, 

“who is we”?  By speaking with a single voice microstates gain significantly more 

leverage in institutional forums like the United Nations and the WTO; because of 
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economies of scale, regional integration through the CSME allows our small 

businesses to access a larger unified market, helping us become more competitive 

globally.  Our shared institutions allow us to share the high cost of essential 

services, such as the Caribbean Examinations Council, the CCJ, UWI and the 

security and disaster response.   

The hon. Minister spoke about our new foreign policy orientation and that 

our exports are disproportionately skewed to North America and CARICOM.  He 

also put on record that we got CARICOM certification under Article 83 of the 

Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas.  While I support this legislation and the valid 

viewpoint that Trinidad and Tobago must pursue strategic bilateral interests with 

countries throughout the Americas, I am also keenly aware that our relationship 

with CARICOM remains an indispensable pillar of national stability and growth.   

3.45 p.m.  

In conclusion, the Bill before us represents a measured and pragmatic step towards 

strengthening economic relations between Trinidad and Tobago and Chile.  It 

builds upon an existing foundation of cooperation in intellectual property, 

innovation and institutional engagement.  It aligns with the broader goal of 

economic diversification and it reflects the reality that in today’s world, economic 

success depends on building partnerships that extend across multiple sectors.  I 

agree with the hon. Minister that it is important to reduce our dependence on 

traditional partners.   

For these reasons, I am pleased to lend my support to this legislation, but I do want 

to underscore that CARICOM remains our largest market for manufactured goods. 

Also, for the domestic construction and the food and beverage sectors, CARICOM 
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remains a vital anchor that allows our businesses to scale beyond the local market.  

Regional integration is in our country’s national interest and a useful segue to 

global cooperation.  There is a direct correlation between prosperity and regional 

cooperation.  As such, it is important for our foreign policy to maintain a 

principled balance, and with that, I thank you. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President:  Sen. Francis Lewis. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Francis Lewis:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

contribute to the debate on the Partial Scope Trade Agreement Bill between the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Chile.  I would like to start 

with congratulations to two administrations, the present and the previous, for 

bringing us to this point.  Sometimes in the hurly-burly of debate, we forget that 

we need to be generous in remembering those who brought us here.    

I should note that I voted against debating this Bill at this time, and this 

needs a bit of explanation.  We were advised yesterday for today for a Bill of this 

import.  It did not require urgency, and so, in very mild protest, I would say, Mr. 

President, we really have to do better than that if we expect considered debate in 

the House.   

Now, the Agreement represents more than a legal instrument.  In some ways, it is a 

decision about the strategic direction of our economy, whether we choose to 

remain narrowly dependent on energy exports or whether we choose to actively 

position ourselves within the wider Latin American economic space.  With that in 

mind, my contribution will focus on three areas.  The first is the advantages of this 
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Agreement from a policy and business perspective. The second are the risks and 

concerns that must not be overlooked, which some of my colleagues addressed, but 

which we need to address. And the third are some initial practical 

recommendations—well, I hope “practical”—so that the Agreement delivers real 

and measurable benefits to Trinidad and Tobago, and within that, some of the 

things I would like to see or suggest.   

So, to the first point, the potential advantages:  From a policy standpoint, the 

agreement is timely and potentially useful.  I am not necessarily quite in the 

cheering section for—yeah, this is the absolute thing we must do, but I can see its 

value for the long term.  Its value comes with export diversification.  For decades, 

our trade with Chile, as with other countries, has been overwhelmingly 

concentrated in energy, primarily liquefied natural gas and petrochemicals.  This 

Agreement provides preferential access over several hundred Trinidad and Tobago 

products, creating a pathway to expand into manufacturing, agro-processing and 

value-added goods.  For policymakers, this aligns with a long-term national 

objective to diversify the economy.   

The second potential advantage is access to a stable and high-value market.  Chile 

is considered stable and it is a high-income LATAM economy.  Preferential access 

to such a market offers our business the opportunity to earn foreign exchange from 

a more resilient and perhaps, in some ways, a more predictable and hopefully, 

profitable demand base.  For the business community, this is not merely about 

market access, it is also about market quality.   

A third advantage is it improves competitiveness through tariff reduction.  Now, 

that could be a double-edged sword. Removal or reduction of tariffs enhance the 
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competitiveness of Trinidad and Tobago exports.  In sectors where our firms 

already possess technical capabilities, chemicals, petrochemicals, processing of 

some foods, some construction materials, there is a real opportunity, potentially, to 

expand.  The Agreement is our first meaningful, as noted, bilateral trade agreement 

with a South American country of Chile’s scale, and just for context, Chile is 10 

times the size—in fact, greater than 10 times the size of Trinidad and Tobago.  It 

provides a platform for deeper engagement with a wider region, and from a policy 

perspective, it strengthens, potentially, our geopolitical and economic footprint 

beyond traditional markets.   

Lastly, it strengthens our energy trade.  Even as we seek to diversify, we have to 

recognize that energy remains our economic backbone, and this Agreement can 

help secure and stabilize demand for our energy exports, which remain critical for 

national revenue.  But in saying all of this, there are risks, and in being positive, I 

would not want to simply skate over these risks.  The opportunities are clear, but 

we must approach this Agreement with realism and prudence. And what are some 

of the risks? A risk of increased import competition.   

The Agreement provides for reduced tariffs for Chilean goods entering Trinidad 

and Tobago.  Chile is highly competitive in agriculture and in a number of 

manufacturing goods.  Local producers, particularly small and medium enterprises, 

may face displacement if they are not adequately prepared. And so, with that, I am 

saying to the Government, we need to take note of where those risks lie, so that we 

could take the necessary actions to mitigate.   

The second potential risk is the structural trade imbalance.  There is a real 

possibility that our exports will remain concentrated in energy, while imports from 
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Chile are diversified into our economy.  In such a scenario, the Agreement, as 

noted by my colleague, could result in increased imports without corresponding 

export growth, thereby worsening the national trade imbalance.   

The third is one that will speak closely to the hearts of everybody, including our 

Minister of Trade, Investment and Tourism, who has worked in local firms and 

tried to export.  Access does not equal participation.  Many of our firms face 

constraints, limited scales of production, high operating costs, limited experience 

in export markets, and for some, the challenge in meeting international standards.  

Without addressing these constraints, the benefits of this Agreement may remain 

largely theoretical and, in fact, if imports from Chile start to crowd out local 

production, it creates a different problem here. 

There are non-tariff barriers to consider.  Even with tariffs reduced, barriers, such 

as language, certification requirements, logistics, distribution and the networks and 

ecosystems that are beneath these, remain significant.  And often, for those of us 

who have worked in exports, the real obstacle to trade are these, not necessarily 

tariffs. And then there is the adjustment cost for vulnerable sectors.  Certain 

domestic industries may require time and support to adjust.  Without appropriate 

measures, we risk undermining the sectors that we are seeking to develop.   

So, the third part of my contribution, what must be done or what might we want to 

consider doing, if this Agreement is to succeed, it must be supported by what is not 

said so far in this Senate, what is the deliberate and coordinated action to gain the 

benefits and minimize the downside risk?  In that light, I wish to suggest the 

following. This is an action that a government needs to take: How do we 

strengthen export capacity?  As they always say, “It takes two hands to clap,” so 
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the private sector has its own work to do in that regard.   

How do we move beyond policy statements and actively support exporters through 

access to affordable export financing, grants for certification and standards 

compliance, and technical support for product development?  We have to ensure 

that our firms are not merely eligible for exports but capable of exporting.  How do 

we improve trade logistics and the facilitation that needs to underpin this?  

Reducing tariffs is insufficient if logistics remains costly and inefficient.  We must 

improve port efficiency, and that is certainly starting with our ports, streamlining 

customs processes, exploring more direct and cost-effective shipping arrangements 

to South America.  Right now, when I did a quick scan, if you wanted to get goods 

from here into many of the ports in South America, one would truly struggle to do 

that versus the more traditional ports that were to the north and to the east of us—

yes, to Europe.  Competitiveness begins with the port.   

We need to think through, how do we support vulnerable domestic industries that 

are worthwhile and need to be encouraged and kept?  The Agreement must not 

come at the expense of local enterprise.  So, how are we going to monitor import 

surges? How are we going to utilize safeguard mechanisms where necessary, as 

provided for in the Partial Scope Trade Agreement? How do we provide targeted 

support for sectors facing adjustment pressures?  Let me stress, the objective is not 

protectionism, it is limited in time and scope, but it does require of us an orderly 

transition to encourage and enhance competitiveness.   

How do we build the market intelligence and the presence in Chile?  The number 

of people in Trinidad and Tobago who have travelled to the south, and particularly 

to that far south, are not very many.  We cannot export effectively to a market we 
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do not understand.  So, how do we structure market intelligence for business, 

develop a stronger commercial presence in Chile, and actively promote the 

business matchmaking initiatives needed to underpin it?  How do we invest in the 

human institutional capacity?  The language, and more especially, the cultural 

barriers are real.  It is not just investing in business, Spanish, but in export-ready 

programmes and the institutional strengthening of our export promotion agencies, 

which right now need some strengthening.  Ultimately, how do we encourage 

business partnerships? 

4.00 p.m. 

You know, there is a simple and often forgotten truth, countries do not 

export.  We talk statistics in terms of Trinidad and Tobago exports.  Countries do 

not export.  It is companies who export. So, is the private sector working and 

encouraged by the Government to not act in isolation?  Businesses will need to 

form partnerships with Chilean firms, distributors and others to collaborate locally 

to achieve scale.  I remember when some firms were looking to expand into 

Jamaica.  There was an active collaboration which was many years ago, but before 

they could have a full container load, you would have two or three firms 

contributing to getting that container fully loaded so that the cost could come down.  

Collaboration takes place in all kinds of amazing and sometimes very simple ways.   

How do we invest in branding, quality and differentiation?  Aligning 

industrial trade policy with trade opportunities.  Our companies will need to 

produce what the Chilean market demands.  It sounds very simple.  So, how do we 

encourage export-oriented industries and production in the areas of high-demand 

goods in the Chilean market?   
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Lastly, how do we establish a monitoring and evaluation mechanism and 

framework so that when we pass this legislation, we do not simply turn away?  We 

should require periodic reporting on trade outcomes, sectoral performance reviews 

and policy adjustments based on evidence.   

What I would like to see is how Trinidad and Tobago might turn this 

agreement from a trade risk—and the risks are real—into a national economic 

transformational tool.  Turning this Partial Scope Trade Agreement with Chile into 

a national economic transformational tool will require a shift of all of us in mindset, 

from market access to production, exports and competitiveness as an overall 

strategy.   Right now, the risk, as stated by my colleague earlier, is that imports 

could rise faster than exports.  While one could extol the benefits in the fullness of 

time, “in de fullness ah time, we dead.”   

So, how do we transform what is happening in Trinidad and Tobago so we 

retool our economy around exports?  I have some suggestions about how this can 

realistically be done, but I am noting that the Leader of Government Business 

needs to interrupt.  Sir, let me give way to you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell Allahar):  

Thank you kindly, Sen. Lewis.  Mr. President, at this point, I beg to move that the 

Senate do now adjourn to Tuesday, April 21st, 2026, at 1.30p.m., when we will 

complete the debate on the Bill at hand.  We will also treat with the Advance 

Passenger Information and Passenger Name Record Bill 2026, as well as the 

Retrenchment and Severance Benefits (Amdt.) Bill, 2026.  
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Question put and agreed to. 

Senate adjourned accordingly. 

Adjourned at 4.02 p.m.  


