Leave of Absence 2026.04.17

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 17, 2026
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
. [MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received communication from the Hon. Dr.
Roodal Moonilal, Member for Oropouche East; the hon. Penelope Beckles,
Member for Arima; Mr. Christian Birchwood, Member for Laventille
East/Morvant, who have requested leave of absence from today’s Sitting of the
House.

Additionally, Dr. Aiyna Ali, Member for Princes Town, who has requested
leave of absence for the period, April 16" to 18" and Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly,
Member for St. Ann’s East, who has also requested leave of absence for the period
17" April to 30 April, 2026. The leave which the Members seek is hereby granted.

PAPERS
1. Audited Financial Statements of the Rural Development Company of

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the year ended September 30, 2023. [The

Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister

(Hon. Barry Padarath)]

2. Audited Financial Statements of the Rural Development Company of

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the year ended September 30, 2024. [Hon.

B. Padarath]

3. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2015. [Hon. B. Padarath]
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4. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2016. [Hon. B. Padarath]

5. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2017. [Hon. B. Padarath]

6. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2018. [Hon. B. Padarath]

7. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2019. [Hon. B. Padarath]

8. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2020. [Hon. B. Padarath]

Q. Audited Financial Statements of the National Training Agency for the year
ended September 30, 2021. [Hon. B. Padarath]

10. Audited Financial Statements of the MIC Institute of Technology for the
year ended September 30, 2023. [Hon. B. Padarath]
Papers 1 to 10 to be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises)
Committee.

PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS

Paria Trading Company Limited
(Domestic Fuel Supply)

Mr. Stuart Young SC (Port-of-Spain North/ St Ann’s West): Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker. Madam Prime Minister, Question No. 1. In light of the
growing global shortage of fuel would the Prime Minister inform this House how
many weeks of domestic fuel supply does Paria Trading Company Limited
currently have in storage for Trinidad and Tobago?

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Thank you very much.
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Mr. Speaker, | am advised by Paria Trading, which deals with our stocks of fuel,
that at this time we have enough supply for Trinidad and Tobago.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Escalating Tensions in the Strait of Hormuz
(Measures Taken to Protect Businesses)

Mr. Hans Des Vignes (Diego Martin West): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
To the Prime Minister through you: In light of escalating tensions affecting the
Strait of Hormuz, which are driving supply chain disruptions, higher freight costs,
and shortages of critical inputs what measures are being taken to protect businesses
in Trinidad and Tobago from closures?

Mr. Speaker: Hon Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Mr. Speaker, Trinidad
and Tobago continues to monitor developments in the Middle East and the current
Issues associated with the Strait of Hormuz. Our Government of T&T is
continuing to work with international partners by providing diplomatic support for
the unfettered freedom of navigation through the Strait.

Further, Mr. Speaker, in the last week, Trinidad and Tobago participated
twice in international forums organized by the United Kingdom and France to
discuss issues associated with closure of the Strait and to assist in providing
solutions. These engagements align with T&T’s consistent engagement with the
United States of America with respect to matters as these.

Domestically, the Government of T&T has been in discussions with the
private sector to monitor and mitigate any economic impacts from these tensions in
the Middle East. | thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Jet Ski Tragedy in Tobago
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(Urgent Actions to Regulate Use)
Mr. Colm Imbert (Diego Martin North/East): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In light
of the tragic death of a young girl at the Pigeon Point Heritage Park, Tobago,
caused by a jet ski operator, can the Prime Minister indicate what immediate and
urgent actions Government is taking to regulate the use of this type of pleasure
craft, to avoid such incidents in the waters of Trinidad and Tobago?
Mr. Speaker: Hon Prime Minister.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Firstly, let me say on
behalf of the Government of T&T, | offer condolences to the loved ones of young
Angelica Saydee Jogie. The Government is in constant communication with the
THA regarding measures to address these matters and more would be said in the
future. So, we are in consultation. But may | say that | am advised and reminded
that there was a Bill in 2020 that would have helped to address matters such as
these, but those on the other side sat on that Bill for—what is it, 10 years or more,
from 2020 right down until last year and never acted on that Bill.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: So, we are in discussions and in consultations
with these kinds of matters. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, thank you.
Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much.
URGENT QUESTION

El Socorro Booster Station
(Water Supply Contingency Measures)

Mr. Marvin Gonzales (Arouca/ Lopinot): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Public Utilities: In light of the delay in repairs to
the El Socorro Booster Station, which is responsible for water supply to over

200,000 residents of Port of Spain, Laventille, Cascade and Cocorite, what
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contingency measures are being put in place by WASA to ensure a potable water
supply to the affected communities?

Mr. Speaker: Hon Minister.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, after at
least five Ministers of Public Utilities, under the People’s National Movement
between 2015 and 2025, cutting half a billion dollars at least, in the area of
materials and supplies for WASA, for the first time in just five years, for the first
time, Mr. Speaker, in five years, the El Socorro Booster Station is receiving
attention from this administration because none was paid attention under the last
government and the last Minister of Public Utilities.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to advise that while there has been a delay in achieving
full restoration, at the El Socorro Booster Station, WASA continues to actively
manage the situation through structured operational controls and targeted
contingency measures to ensure the continuity of potable water supply.

At present, the booster station is operating at approximately 50 per cent
capacity, supported by one functional unit. A comprehensive truck-borne
distribution remains in effect, prioritizing critical infrastructure, including health
care and educational facilities, as well as vulnerable and elevated communities.
Additionally, control supply scheduling and network balancing are being utilized
to optimize system pressure and maintain equitable distribution, particularly in
low-lying areas.

Mr. Speaker, the technical challenges being addressed are rooted in long-
standing infrastructure deficiencies. Up to a few minutes ago, Mr. Speaker, when |
spoke to WASA, the system was supposed to be back on track. | am just told that
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the motor failed and therefore additional works have to be done. This Government
has given its commitment to being transparent with the population. | do not think
the population is unreasonable to understand that we are dealing with a decade of
neglect and therefore it is not a switch that we can flip but that the investments are
being made for the first time, for the first time in five years—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath:—Mr. Speaker, to deal with the El Socorro Booster Station.
Mr. Speaker: The two minutes answer period is up. Member for
Arouca/Lopinot.

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, to the Minister,
supplemental question. Minister, the people of Trinidad and Tobago and the
200,000 citizens do not care about your petty politics, they are hungry and they are
thirsty, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: People are thirsty, Mr. Speaker. | am asking the Minister that
having regard for the fact that a motor failed, which would result in 200,000 people
without water, what are you doing, as a contingency to ensure that the people get a
supply of water, those who are affected—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales:—in Belmont, in Laventille, in Diego Martin, in Cascade and in St.
Ann’s.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Now, | am going to speak to you very politely about this. You
very well know that questions on supplemental questions—the Standing Order
says, are to be asked without argument, opinion and all of that. You very well

know you have breached it, right? So, in the future, please observe the Standing
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Order. Minister.

Hon. B. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | want to tell my friend from Arouca/Lopinot,
petty politics is when you do nothing to assist communities who have voted
nothing but PNM in the last 60 years and you have kept them in the squalor—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath:—and a lack of service that we have inherited. Mr. Speaker, |
have spoken to you already about what we are doing to mitigate, in terms of truck-
borne supply. We have put in additional systems to get those motors up and
running. | did tell you, a short while ago, the motor failed but I want to share with
Trinidad and Tobago what we inherited. Mr. Speaker, colleagues opposite speak
about these pumps and these motors. There are parts of Trinidad, that instead of
investing in additional pumps and additional motors, you know what they use to
do, Mr. Speaker? They would give you water through a pump and a motor in one
community, disconnect that pump and motor and put it in another community for
another two weeks, and they were rotating and roving around with one pump,
instead of investing in proper infrastructure, as what this Government is doing
now, Mr. Speaker. That is their track record in the water sector and that is why we
are having these problems along the northwest.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: So, when the Member for Arouca/Lopinot stands up and beats
his chest loudly, it is nothing but pure hypocrisy, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: All right, Minister, | think the two minutes are up. Member.

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, to the Minister.
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Minister, why can you not finally perform in your job and give the people of
Trinidad and Tobago water.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Gonzales: Give the people of Cascade water.
Mr. Speaker: Okay, enough.
Mr. Gonzales: Give the people of Belmont water.
Mr. Speaker: Okay. Member!
Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]
Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Arouca/Lopinot. Disallowed now. Disallowed, disallowed. That
question is not even worth answering, disallowed. | will refer you to the Standing
Order. The Standing Order says:
“Every question shall conform to the following rules.”
This is for the benefit of the members of the public:

“...shall not—

(@) contain more than one issue and shall be concise;

(b) contain preambles, opinions, statements of facts, extracts from
newspapers or books or quotations, or names of persons unless they
are necessary to render the question intelligible;

(c) contain arguments, allegations, inference, imputation, epithets,
ironical expressions, or hypothetical matter;”

1.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: So you have breached—

Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: No, no. So you breached all of those Standing Orders enough.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, on a point of clarification.
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Mr. Speaker: Okay. Let me hear you.

Mr. Gonzales: | am entitled to one more question. Only one question was
approved by your good self—supplemental—and | am entitled to a second.

Mr. Speaker: Well, you asked the questions, which I disallowed the second.
Mr. Gonzales: Well, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: So—

Mr. Gonzales:—if you disallowed the question—

Mr. Speaker: Hold on, hold on—yes.

Mr. Gonzales:—then | have one legitimate question remaining.

Mr. Speaker: Well, I am happy that you finally acknowledged you asked one
legitimate question.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: So that—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Hang on, let me tell you where that goes. If you are allowed to ask
a series of never-ending and ceaseless amount of illegitimate questions, it opens
the Standing Order to be abused.

Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hold on. So the way the Standing Orders are constructed, the
architecture of the Standing Order is that a Member must be cognizant of the fact
that his question must conform to the Standing Order. So that if it is you ask one
legitimate question and you seek to misuse the Standing Order, and stand up and
make grandiose speeches, deliver dissertations and disquisitions, and put it in the
form of questions, you can abuse the Standing Orders. | am not going to permit
that.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, a point of clarification, please. Mr. Speaker, as a
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Member of this House, with the right to speak and to represent my constituents—
Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: | am speaking and asking for clarification, which is my
entitlement.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, | do not—and | wish to put on record that | am
discharging my responsibilities.

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, please, allow me.

Mr. Speaker: No, no—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: | accept that. | accept that. Okay?

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, a point of clarification, that is all | am asking for.
Because something was placed on the record and | need to respond to it.

Mr. Speaker: All right. Your clarification, formulate it in a question concisely.
Do not use it as an excuse to deliver a speech, as | have said before. All right?
Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hang on, Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, you have made, in what | regard, an unfortunate
statement.

Mr. Speaker: If the subject—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, what is this? Can you please allow—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: What is this? Mr. Speaker, you have made a statement that | am
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deliberately misusing the Standing Order. That is an imputation, Mr. Speaker, on
my character—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: No, no, no.

Mr. Gonzales:—and | wish for that to be expunged from the record, because that
IS not my intention.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: | do not think that | made any such imputation that you were
deliberately—I said that in the interpretation of the construct of these Standing
Orders, if you allow a Member to deliberately ask illegitimate questions, the
Standing Order is subject to abuse. | did not accuse you of asking deliberately
illegitimate questions. Okay? Let me make that abundantly clear. Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West, is there a matter you wish some clarification on?

Mr. Young SC: Yes, please, Mr. Speaker. On a point of order, having listened
very carefully to Mr. Speaker’s reference to the Standing Orders, Mr. Speaker,
may | draw your attention, as well as my colleagues in the House’s attention, to
Standing Order 27(1)(e), which says, and this is in relation to Urgent Questions, (e)
says:

“answers must not exceed (2) two minutes in length...”

And most importantly, as Mr. Speaker is referring to the qualification of an
answer, you are referring to qualifications of questions, the qualification of an
answer is:

It—*...must be relevant to the question asked;”

The former speaker from Couva South, who attempted to answer the question,
broke this Standing Order, in that, he exceeded two minutes, and nothing he said

was relevant to the question.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: And you would notice, when the two-minute period was up, both
the staff and myself stopped the answer. And | have repeatedly done so when
Ministers have exceeded their two minutes in Urgent Questions, and on Questions
on Notice, when Ministers have exceeded their five minutes, | have stopped them.
Okay?
Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker: And the irrelevance.
Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]—the relevance to the question.
Mr. Speaker: Yes. So let us not get into an argument about what the Standing
Orders provide for in questions. Because just as the Standing Orders provide for
the answers to be concise and relevant, the Standing Orders provide that questions
must not breach 30(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e), or whatever it is. All right? So I think
we have spent enough time on this. We can move on now. Thank you very much.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Exemption from Income Tax
(Pension and Annuity Payments)

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Thank you very much,
Mr. Speaker. | am authorized by Cabinet to make the following statement with
respect to the status of a measure stated in the 2026 Budget Statement by the hon.
Minister of Finance relating to exemption from income tax on pension payments
received from approved pension fund plans and approved deferred annuity plans
within the meaning of the Income Tax Act, Chap. 75:01.

Mr. Speaker, this Government remains firmly committed to improving the
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lives of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and ensuring that the promises we
make are promises we keep. This Government was elected on a clear promise to
put people first, to ease the burden on working families, and to ensure that after a
lifetime of contribution, citizens can retire with dignity and peace of mind.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, as part of the upcoming Finance Bill that will be
before this Parliament shortly, before the close of this session, my Government is
introducing a major reform to our tax system, one that will exempt from income
tax
the pension payments received from approved pension fund plans and approved
deferred annuity plans.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: This is a significant and meaningful step forward.
It is about fairness, it is about responsibility, and above all, it is about people. For
too long, many persons who did the right thing, those who worked hard, they saved
consistently and contributed to pension plans or deferred annuities, have found that
when the time comes to benefit from those savings, a portion is taken away
through taxation. That reality has not always reflected the values we believe in as
a nation.

A pension is not a windfall, it is not a bonus, it is a result of years,
sometimes decades, of sacrifice, discipline and commitment. It represents
foregone consumption today in order to secure tomorrow. It represents workers
choosing to invest in their future rather than spending all in the present. My
Government believes that such responsibility should be rewarded and not
penalized. That is why we are removing the tax burden on income derived from
approved pension fund plans and approved deferred annuity plans.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC (cont’d)

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: We are saying clearly to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago, if you plan responsibly for your future, this Government will stand
with you. And, Mr. Speaker, this initiative fulfils a clear commitment made in the
UNC Manifesto and reiterated in the Budget Statement for fiscal 2026. It reflects
our broader vision of putting people first and ensuring that those who have worked
hard throughout their lives can enjoy greater financial comfort in retirement.

What the measure does, Mr. Speaker, is this. Under the proposed changes
being introduced, income derived from pension fund plans and deferred annuity
plans approved by the Board of Inland Revenue will be exempt from income tax.
This was a promise made, and it is a promise we are keeping.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Mr. Speaker, these are structured, regulated
arrangements that individuals enter into over the course of their working lives.
The exemption will take effect—very important, Mr. Speaker—on income earned
on or after January 01, 2026.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: What this means is that any pension payments you
receive from these plans from that date onwards, January 01, 2026, will not be
subject to tax income. At the same time, the measure applies to plans that already
existed. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, individuals who have contributed to an approved
pension plan or deferred annuity plan for years, even decades prior, will benefit
from this exemption going forward from January 01, 2026.

In that sense, this measure looks forward by ensuring tax-free treatment of
future income whilst, at the same time, recognizing and applying to plans that were
established before and after January 01, 2026. While we are providing this relief,

we are also ensuring the system remains fair, balanced and sustainable. If an
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC (cont’d)

approved pension plan or deferred annuity plan is surrendered before the
appropriate time, that is to say before retirement or maturity, then those sums
received will remain subject to tax. So this is clearly for retirement.

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this measure is to ensure long-term financial
security for our citizens. It is therefore not designed to be a short-term investment
vehicle or to be used as an instrument for tax avoidance in the short term. By
maintaining taxation and early withdrawals, we preserve the integrity of our tax
system and ensure that the benefit is aligned with its true purpose, which is for
retirement.

This measure, Mr. Speaker, has been developed with the input of the Board
of Inland Revenue and we thank them for their technical expertise, which has
helped ensure that the policy is clear, workable and aligned with our broader tax
framework. We have taken the time to get this right because good policy is not
just about intention, it is about execution. So who benefits, Mr. Speaker?

This measure, let us make it very clear, is designed to benefit thousands of
citizens across T&T. If we put this into perspective, based on past income tax
return filings and TD1 declarations for income years previously to date, 39,063
taxpayers made claims for annuity contributions. So about 39,000—over 39,000
individuals will benefit from this provision on an annual basis.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: So, Mr. Speaker, | say respectfully, this is a
significant portion of our hard-working population we are committed to protecting.

Further, a vast majority of these citizens are modest savers. So we would see
that in previous years, the values that they would have put forward for their
retirement plans, no value is greater than about 100,000 in the main by the majority

of persons. This measure will therefore benefit—let us make it very clear—
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC (cont’d)

workers in the private sector who have contributed to approved pension plans,
individuals who have invested in approved deferred annuity plans as part of their
retirement strategy, middle-income earners who rely on these plans as a key source
of income after retirement, and future retirees who are currently building their
savings and will now do so with greater confidence.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is about individuals who took personal responsibility
for their financial future, and my Government is saying we recognize the effort and
we support you. This measure is a promise and it is a commitment made to the
people during our campaign. It was included in our manifesto, it was announced in
budget 2025/°26 and now it is being delivered through legislation. Too often we
have heard commitments were made and not kept. So we are saying my
Government is different. Promise made, promise being kept. | thank you very
much.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

2.00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: Member for Diego Martin North/East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Colm Imbert (Diego Martin North/East): Can the Prime Minister state why,
since in the UNC manifesto, and on the political platform, the Prime Minister said
this measure would be applicable to both public and private pensions, why have
you left out public servants and other recipients of public pensions?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Mr. Speaker, what | can say is that we have

demonstrated that we have the will to develop on our promises. It is no secret that
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC (cont’d)
we inherited a broken system from that former Member, former Minister, or
former, former, Minister of Finance, the Member for—
Hon. Members: Former, former.
Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Former, former—Diego Martin North/East. They
sought to enrich friends, family, and financiers; what we are doing is trying to
enrich our workers, our taxpayers, and those contributing to [Inaudible]
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: | stand proudly, Mr. Speaker, to say we stand on
the side of the ordinary taxpayer of this country and not just a few, the rich getting
richer, which is what they did. | thank you very much.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Order for second reading read.

PROBATION OF OFFENDERS (AMDT.) BILL, 2026

The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General
(Hon. Devesh Maharaj): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | beg to move:

That a Bill entitled an Act to amend the Probation of Offenders Act, Chap.

13:51 and for other related matters, be now read a second time.

Question proposed.
Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to announce that this Bill received a safe passage
through—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: | think the Member is being distracted by a combination of
Members. This is an important piece of legislation, and it is very important that
the mover of the Bill be allowed to speak in some silence, please.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: The statements in Hansard may take on a particularly important
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Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC (cont’d)

complexion.

Mr. Sobers: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Okay. Tabaquite, why are you ignoring my exhortations?

Mr. Sobers: | am not, please, your hon. Speaker, but—[Inaudible]—

Mr. Speaker: Alright, okay. Let the hon. Minister speak in silence, please.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk and desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Minister, it would appear that they are prepared to vote on this Bill
without debate, because it does not seem as though they wish the debate to
continue.

Hon. D. Maharaj: Mr. Speaker, it may be because we got unanimous support in
the Senate with this Bill.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: So, let us proceed.

Hon. D. Maharaj: Both my friends on the other side and the Independent Bench
passed this Bill without any objections. So, maybe they are signalling very early in
the game that maybe | should sit down very early, and they would agree. But |
would not take my chances with them, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. D. Maharaj: Should 1?

Hon. Members: No, no, no.

Ms. Ameen: “Doh trust dem at all.”

Mr. Alexander: “Doh trust dem.”

Hon. D. Maharaj: Mr. Speaker, the philosophy on which this Bill is based is one
of fairness and of leaving no person behind, Mr. Speaker. The philosophy of this

Bill is on giving persons in Trinidad and Tobago who may have made errors early
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Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d)

in their life, especially the youth, a second chance and possibly, Mr. Speaker, a
third chance at life. That, Mr. Speaker, shows the direction and the philosophy of
this Government, Mr. Speaker, of compassion for all our citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: Mr. Speaker, whilst we recognize that crime is a very serious
issue in Trinidad and Tobago and that persons must pay for criminal acts
committed, we are conscious of the fact that the retributive justice approach, Mr.
Speaker, is perhaps not always the best approach. We have taken into account
modern developments, Mr. Speaker, in criminology and sociology, and we intend
to apply concepts of restorative justice and rehabilitative justice as we go forward
in Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, that is the basis of this Bill.

In essence, Mr. Speaker, what this Bill is putting forward to the national
community is, in certain instances, there is the concept of split sentencing, which
we propose to introduce, Mr. Speaker. For offences five years and over, we are
proposing, Mr. Speaker, that a court of law can impose a custodial sentence on an
offender and, thereafter, give a probationary period for the balance of the sentence.
What that does, Mr. Speaker, in essence, is to give a chance to perhaps non-violent
offenders, not so-serious offenders, a chance to check themselves and a chance to
rehabilitate themselves, and to reintegrate themselves back into society.

The avenue which we chose, Mr. Speaker, to introduce this is through the
Probation of Offenders Act. And why did we choose the Probation of Offenders
Act, Mr. Speaker? Because probation is formally recognized by all international
bodies, including the United Nations, the Tokyo Rules of 1988, and so on, to
promote alternatives to imprisonment. Probation is also highlighted as an

important instrument, especially in the treatment of children and all sorts of
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offences, where you would introduce probation officers into the mix, so to speak.

In Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Speaker, the Probation of Offenders Act was
enacted some time in 1947, some 80 years ago, and in intervening years, many
amendments were made to address certain issues, but nothing as comprehensive as
what we are proposing here today, Mr. Speaker. We are asking this honourable
House to take cognizance of the fact of the importance of the work of probation
officers.

Probation officers, Mr. Speaker, perform, as | said in another place, they are
really the workhorses of the justice system. | would give an idea of some of the
areas in which they operate in: The Probation of Offenders Act, they are called
upon to perform duties; the Young Offenders Detention Act, they are called upon
to perform duties; the Community Service Orders Act, they are called upon to
perform duties, the Domestic Violence Act; the Children’s Act; the Children’s
Authority Act; Family Law Act; Family and Children Division Act—so, the
probation officers, Mr. Speaker, are constantly on the move doing work. We are
now causing them, and we are seeking to employ their services here, Mr. Speaker,
to assist us in this hybrid sentencing regime that we are asking this House to pass.

As an aside, Mr. Speaker, the urgency of this reform is underscored by the
persistent and well-documented problem of prison overcrowding. Mr. Speaker,
according to the Trinidad Guardian report of 20" July, 2025:

Overcrowding occurs in our prison system despite—“more than

$5.2 billion...”—being—*...allocated to...”—our—prison system between

2016 and 2023...”

However, Mr. Speaker, despite this amount of money being allocated to our prison
system, there is a report by the United States Department of State Bureau of

Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor which describes our prison system in
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Trinidad and Tobago as physically abusive and harsh due to overcrowding and
inadequate sanitation. Having been faced that problem, Mr. Speaker, what this Bill
can do, apart from presenting a second opportunity to offenders, not violent
offenders like murderers for example, but it could also assist us in helping resolve
our prison overcrowding position.

The present operation of the probation system is also in need of
improvement. Currently, according to the Act, the court is required to make a
choice between either imposing a custodial sentence or a probation sentence.
Now, Mr. Speaker, when a court is faced with that, and the crime is of a little more
serious nature, of course the court would want to impose a custodial sentence
without having to go the way of the probation route, and what is happening in that
situation, Mr. Speaker? Prisons are becoming overcrowded, and we know what
happens when prisons get overcrowded: It presents a breeding ground for further
criminal activity, their hygiene is not proper, and what is happening, Mr. Speaker,
Is that there is a high rate of recidivism, repeat offending, when first-time offenders
go through that route.

So what we are seeking is to help prevent that situation from developing into
a worse situation. Mr. Speaker, as | stand here, we have just received information,
for example, that our prison presently contains 3,456 inmates; 3,456 inmates, far
past the capacity that our prison is supposed to have. We are really sitting on a
time bomb, Mr. Speaker. We, this Government, have decided to take certain steps
to ensure that we alleviate this problem. Now, an important part of this
amendment would be the question of the rehabilitation of prisoners. So, | will take
you step by step through the proposed amendments, Mr. Speaker, and we can see
where the changes have been proposed with regard to this legislation.

2.15 p.m.
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If we look at the Bill, Mr. Speaker, we would note that what is being
proposed to be amended, in clause 5 of the Bill, Mr. Speaker, we have introduced
by repealing section 2 and substituting the following section. For the first time,
Mr. Speaker, we are introducing the concept of a risk assessment by a probation
officer, and it reads:

“Subject to subsection (3)...,where any person convicted on indictment of an

offence punishable with imprisonment, and the Court is of the

opinion...having regard to”—the risk—"“assessment, the character,
antecedents, home surroundings, health or mental condition...” et cetera.
For the first time, the court is asking the probation officer to produce a risk
assessment on an offender. What is a risk assessment? The probation officer
would interview this person, do their investigations, and produce a report to the
court on whether this offender has a high degree or probability of re-offending.
The court will then take that into consideration in determining what sentence is to
be placed on this person. So, for the first time, the risk assessment of an offender
Is being introduced, Mr. Speaker, and that is a very forward-thinking piece of the
legislation.
Now, in clause 5(b), this is where the very groundbreaking part of the legislation is
introduced. It says, Mr. Speaker:

“in the case of an offence punishable with imprisonment for a period of five

or more years”

—the court may impose a sentence of imprisonment, and after having served the
requisite custodial period, release the person to a probation officer on such terms as
it deems best.

So, this is where the judge for the first time, the courts for the first time, are

giving this alternative to say, listen, instead of a seven-year run, | am going to
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Imprison you for three years, and on the balance of the four years, | am going to
Impose a probation order on you to ensure that you are properly reintegrated back
Into society.

If 1 may just fast-forward a bit, Mr. Speaker, these are some of the
conditions the court may consider imposing on this offender. And, if you go to
section 7 of the proposed amendments, section 7 is amended, and | will bypass (a),
and | will go to (b):

“Where a court makes a probation order, that order may contain further

provisions that the offender—

(a) may participate in community service for a period of time, at a
specified location and for a specified”—time—“as the Court may
determine;”

So, you have an offender, Mr. Speaker. Minor offence, he comes out. He gets his
three years, he comes out. He is now forced to reintegrate himself into society by
performing community service.

Mr. Speaker, this is one of the tenets of what is called restorative justice, that
you are getting back into society, you are doing service with people, people are
learning to accept you, they are learning to accept that you have made certain
errors in your life, and they are bringing you back into society. You are
developing skills, how to communicate with people, how to deal with your
problems, to deal with your disagreements, to deal with your disputes. So, Mr.
Speaker, that is one of the areas which this Bill is proposing to introduce.

The second part is the:
“electronic monitoring device for a specified...time as determined by the
Court;”

Mr. Speaker, the Electronic Monitoring Unit under this Government has been

UNREVISED



Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 202264 2026.04.17
Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d)

provided with increased bracelets, increased monitoring devices, and we are
modernizing that unit, Mr. Speaker, to deal with situations such as this.

Thirdly, they may:

“(c) adhere to any curfew”—determined—*“by the Court;”

Now, a curfew, Mr. Speaker, you have to be in by six, you have to be in by eight.
So the offender is not allowed to roam at large. He is now introducing some
measure of discipline into his life, that he is back at home and he is forced to
adhere to certain conditions. So, instead of that being in prison, this is outside of
prison. So, you can see, Mr. Speaker, the general trend towards a reintegration
back into society.

“(d) provide for the purpose of analysis, a...sample”—of bodily substance—
“prescribed by the Court at intervals that are specified by the probation
officer”—if a condition—"of the order requires the offender to abstain
from the consumption of”—drugs and alcohol or any other intoxicating
substance.

Now, why it is important, Mr. Speaker, is even within the prison system, in which
there are certain programmes for the rehabilitation of offenders, there is no
mandatory drug rehabilitation programme within the prison. So, if you imprison
this person and this person has a drug abuse problem, really there is no way to
calibrate on whether when he comes out of prison, Mr. Speaker, that he has
actually rehabilitated himself from drugs.

In this new order that we are prescribing, you are required to go and take
checks on your system. The probation officer will put you through tests to see
whether or not you are back on the substance so that hopefully, Mr. Speaker, at the
end of your period of time of whether your imprisonment or your term of

probation, that you re-enter society a new person, a renewed person and a person
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with the capacity of reintegrating yourself back into society.

Because, Mr. Speaker, so many of our young people go to prisons, they
come back out, there are no support systems for them, they end up being dragged
back by a gravitational force into these gangs and there is no one looking after
them. We as a Government of Trinidad and Tobago are telling our young people,
we will be looking out for you, we will help you reintegrate into society, we will
help you become a new person and a productive member of society.

Now, Mr. Speaker, you will see in 7(e) that the offender is mandated by law
to:

“actively participate and cooperate with the programme of supervision;”
Now, Mr. Speaker, do you know, in prison right now, to the best of my
information, there is no mandatory requirement for a prisoner to attend a
rehabilitation programme in prison? It is purely voluntary and optional. It is not
mandatory. We are now making it mandatory via this legislation, if you are out on
a probation officer—order, I keep saying “officer”, an order, that you must actively
participate and cooperate with a programme of supervision.

Mr. Speaker, this is where we go further. Look at this progressive item in
this piece of legislation, that you must provide for the care and support of family
members. When you are in prison, how can you provide for the care and support
of your family members? So this is a very progressive bit of legislation. You are
coming out, you are forced by law, by an order of the court, you must provide for
your family. You must help support your family. You must reintegrate yourself
back into society, through your family. And we all know the importance of the
family structure. The family structure breaks down, the whole thing falls apart.
And that is what is happening to many of our young people out there. The family

structure is no longer there. It is no longer there to support them, and therefore,
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things are falling apart, especially.
| mean, | remember Acting Commissioner of Police, Mr. Junior Benjamin,
sometime last, | think it was in February, addressing an audience. And he was
saying that gangs in Trinidad and Tobago are replacing family units as the centre
within their homes. So that if you fall off the wagon, normally your family would
pick you up, help you, and put you back onto the wagon. Now, the family is not
there and they are gravitating towards gangs to provide them for them support. So
Mr. Speaker, we have seen, and we are trying to deal with that situation. And we
have put here that you must provide for the care and support of your family
members.
If we go on, (g), we said that you must:
“maintain steady employment;”
You cannot live off the State all the time. You must get up and get, try and get
steady employment. You must actively pursue educational, vocational training as
prescribed by the court. So you are not being left without a skill. If you are on
probation, you must pursue this. And this is where this Government intends to
help them. We have a number of educational, vocational and training programmes
for these offenders who will be on probation. You must maintain a residence in an
area or facility prescribed by the court. You must:
“abstain from communicating, directly or indirectly with any victim, witness
or other person identified in the order or from going to any place or
geographic area specified in that order, except in accordance with any
specified provisions that the Court considers necessary;”
You make restitution for the crime as prescribed by the court and make reparation
for losses and damages.

Mr. Speaker, this is the basis of restorative justice. You commit a crime.

UNREVISED



Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 202267 2026.04.17
Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d)

You have hurt somebody. You have hurt a victim. You have stolen from them.
You have caused harm to them. You have caused pain to them. You must restore
that back to them. Whether in terms of money, whether in terms of any activity,
the restorative justice principle is here. So you must know that crime "doh" pay,
otherwise you have to pay back for the crime. So we are taking into account and
the court now, Mr. Speaker, has this wide berth in which to make restorative and
restitution for victims of crime. You must also;

“attend specialised rehabilitative programmes;”

So Mr. Speaker, | wanted to find out in the last, when | took up my office as
Minister of Justice, as to what sort of restorative programmes were there with
regard to offenders in Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, there was a reform and
transformation unit within the Ministry of National Security, which dealt with
rehabilitation programmes. | wanted to find out, well, what work does this reform
and transformation unit do with regard to prisoners? And to my great surprise, Mr.
Speaker, there is this big unit which is assigned to the Ministry of National
Security, which was transferred to the Ministry of Justice.

After making several enquiries, Mr. Speaker, there was one person in that
unit, one person in the reform and transformative unit of the Ministry of National
Security. So | sought to find out who is that person and what is he doing? Mr.
Speaker, that person in the reform and transformative unit was a projects officer
assigned to projects. So | am asking, where was the importance placed on reform
and rehabilitative measures in the last Government? So, | did some digging. In
2010, that unit was staffed by about 10 persons, including correction officers, a
director, people designing policy for that unit. Under the last Government, Mr.
Speaker, the unit was almost disbanded. So | am asking, where was the focus on

rehabilitation of offenders? Where was it coming from?
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2.30 p.m.

To my surprise, | discovered that it was resting slowly with the prison service.
Now, Mr. Speaker, do not get me wrong, the prison service is doing an excellent
job with the resources that are given to it, and they have a rehab unit within the
prison service but, Mr. Speaker, it is falling short of what is required from a
national perspective. The existing rehabilitation programme in the prison includes:
academic education, life skills training, pre-release preparation, religious
programmes, et cetera.

But first of all, Mr. Speaker, it is not mandatary, it is only optional. Their
absence, as | indicated earlier, of drug rehabilitation programmes, despite the clear
link between substance abuse and criminal behaviour. So, you have in prison,
people who are there because of drug abuse, you have no programmes of trying to
rehabilitate them within the prison system, and then you are turning these people
back out into society. What do we get?

Mr. Alexander: More problems.

Hon. D. Maharaj: They come back and they fall back in the same negative
lifestyle that is harming to them and harmful to the society. The State, the Ministry
of National Security, had no programme to say, “Listen, let us deal with this
problem”. “Let us put some programmes in place. Let us change this society. Let
us change these young people.” Nothing at all.

There was a lack of healthy lifestyle education in the rehab programmes in the
prison. Insufficient focus on mental health and behavioural change intervention.
And they are telling us now, if you are doing rehab for prisoners, you must try to
change their behavioural patterns, otherwise it remains incomplete and ineffective.
We are saying, Mr. Speaker, based on what we have discovered, that rehabilitation

cannot be the sole responsibility of the prison service, and that a multi-stakeholder
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approach is essential. We need professional insight, oversight, and so on, and
national participation in reform must become our national priority and not an
isolated institutional effort. There is no public awareness programme, there is no
engagement, and there is nothing with the communities to prepare to accept these
offenders back to into society.

So, Mr. Speaker, what we are therefore doing with these amendments that we
are proposing, is that we want to ensure that these changes that we are proposing in
this Bill, that it is effective. So we, in clause 8(b)(j), we are insisting that the
offender “attend specialised rehabilitative programmes” to help change their
lifestyle. Further, Mr. Speaker, an offender must “abstain from owning, possessing
or carrying a...”—weapon, for obvious reasons. We do not want them to fall back
into a lifestyle where they can easily carryout further offences. Under (0), they
must remain within the jurisdiction of the court unless specific permission, written
permission to go outside the jurisdiction, is obtained from the court or probation
officer. And (p), they must comply with any other reasonable conditions as the
court considers appropriate, for protecting society and facilitating the offender’s
successful reintegration into society. So, Mr. Speaker, the whole Bill, this whole
Bill is geared to assisting these offenders, helping them reintegrate into society.

Now, as | mentioned earlier, the lack of staffing of this unit of the Penal
Reform and Transformation Unit within the Ministry of National Security, showed
the lack of focus by the last government on this aspect of criminal justice reform.
But what was a little more startling to me, is that this Bill had its genesis in 2021,
in a policy paper prepared by the Law Reform Commission. And after this policy
paper was prepared, there were a lot of stakeholder consultations, and a final
position was put forward by the Law Reform Commission. You know, Mr.

Speaker, to date, when we went in, this Bill was not put before this Parliament. It
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was not placed before this Parliament. It took this Government, Mr. Speaker, to
take this bit of progressive legislation and bring it before the House.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Maharaj: Now, Mr. Speaker, | dare say, if | can forecast what would be
the response from my other friend, they will say this was their piece of legislation.
As they claimed the fireworks legislation was theirs. As they claimed that the
last—
Mr. Alexander: Everything.
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC: [Inaudible]—everything is theirs.
Hon. D. Maharaj:—[Laughter]—court legislation we brought was theirs. So,
maybe this was part of their dream legislation, they dream of these legislations—
Mr. Alexander: Snoring on it.
Hon. D. Maharaj:—but we bring it to fruition, because we are a government of
action.
Hon. Member: [Inaudible]
Hon. D. Maharaj:—[Laughter]—“I not saying nothing, nah.” Mr. Speaker, this
Bill also gives the power to the court, according to clause 10 of the Bill, which is
amending section 10 of the Act:

“Where a probationer”—the offender—“has failed to comply with any

provisions of the probation order, the—

(a) probation officer may lay a complaint before the Court; or
(b) Court may issue a—
(i) summons requiring the probationer to appear at the place and time
specified in the summons; or...”

—if you cannot find him you are issuing a warrant for him.,

Mr. Speaker, the person is brought back before the court to find out what is
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going on. Why are you not complying with the provisions of the court? If the
court is of that view that it was such a violation, they may further imprison him to
serve the balance of his term.

Now, that is a measure that we have put into place to ensure we are giving
you a second chance but we are imposing conditions on you, if you breach those
conditions you would have to come back, and you will have to face the music, so
to speak. You cannot escape by coming out and doing what you want. Now, in
such a situation, he may plea to the court and give an explanation of why he is
breaching the order, or he will have to face the music as | have said.

Now, an important safeguard for a probationer, Mr. Speaker, is contained in
clause 12 of the Bill, which says that:

“Where a probationer has completed all the provisions of the probation

order...

...he may apply to the Court for an order that the proceedings be sealed

and not divulged without an order of the Court.”
In other words, nobody can go and dig up his criminal records because he would
have served his time. This piece of safeguard within the legislation is designed to
ensure that his reintegration into society is not blocked by some nosy parker or
somebody going to find out what his past was. You are giving him a clean slate,
another shot at life, and a clear way forward without anybody having to come and
deal with that.

So, Mr. Speaker, | have gone through the material part of the Bill for you, for
the benefit of the House. Upstairs in the Senate, we set out the legislation in the
Suratt and Suraj principles to show that this Bill is not contrary to the
constitutional provisions, and it was accepted in the Senate upstairs, both by the

Independent Bench and by my friends on the opposite side, that there is no
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argument of the constitutionality of this Bill. In those circumstances, Mr. Speaker,
| beg to move.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question proposed.

Mr. Speaker: Port of Spain South.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Keith Scotland SC (Port of Spain South): Mr. Speaker, it is simply not true
that during the past 10 years, the People’s National Movement did nothing relative
to rehabilitate programmes for offenders and prisoners from Trinidad and Tobago.
So let me put on record what was done, so that the Hansard will not be left bereft
of the truth.

Under the rubric alternative justice and community reintegration, we
introduced the rehabilitation for disqualified drivers, a free programme to provide
rehabilitation, in part for those who were disqualified from driving for some
reason. The family remedial therapy programme developed to address behavioural
issues through family therapy, focusing on both rehabilitation and prevention of
criminal activity for young people. The Children’s Community Residence
(Rehabilitation Centres) Regulations, these Regulations support the rehabilitation
of children who
have come into conflict with the law. Vocational and technical training
programme; training in areas such as masonry, construction, plumbing, electrical
work, barbering, tailoring, that was provided to inmates to enhance their
employability upon release. The recidivism reduction metrics, these were
initiatives through which the Government reported on recidivism in the prison
system and took action to alleviate same. The Inmate Development Programme

focused on moral cognitive therapy, anger management, parenting, health, and
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vocational training. Preparation for Release Programme; this programme prepared
convicts with 18 to 24 months left on their sentences, for reentry into society,
offering cognitive, behavioural, and reintegration into society programmes.

Vision On Mission, funded by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and
championed by the then late Wayne Chance, and that programme provided the
NGO with financial support in order to receive persons who served long-term
imprisonment, and to reintegrate offenders, deportees, and socially displaced
persons. The Women’s Prison Greenhouse, and YTC Grow Room in 2023, that
was a hydroponic agricultural project which was launched to provide agriculture
rehabilitation for young female inmates. Prison Youth Clubs; 12 prison youth
clubs were established to operate in Trinidad and Tobago to provide counselling,
educational, and musical training for people. Restorative justice initiatives through
the restorative justice philosophy. The Government in 2002, shifted from a purely
punitive system to one of restorative lenses. The Sycamore Tree Project, this
internationally recognized restorative justice programme was utilized to help
offenders. The Drug Treatment Court introduced by us.

2.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | think | would say a couple more. The community recovery
programme was introduced in 2020 for community-based invention, particularly in
East Port of Spain, which is close to my heart because it is the constituency that I
have the distinction of representing. So to come here today and try to paint a
picture that nothing was done is just purely inaccurate, but | am not surprised.

Mr. Speaker, as | continue, | want to ask the hon. Minister to be a little more
granular when he rejoins and tell us what programmes will be in place to assist
persons who would be the recipient of a sentence and then a probationary period to
maintain steady employment. Will they be able to access URP? Will they be able
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to access CEPEP? Will they be able to access the programmes that were cancelled
by this very Government? Where are they getting the work from to maintain and
to adhere to clause 8(e)? And that is now a legal obligation. Clause 8(g):

“actively pursues educational, technical or vocational training as prescribed

by the Court;”

What are these programmes? And what are the resources that were catered for
these programmes in any budgetary allocations? Mr. Speaker, 8(j):

“attend specialised rehabilitation programmes;”

They are good words, but we want to know on this side, as we support this
legislation, what are these specialized programmes that the Government has in
mind?

Now, Mr. Speaker, as | understand this piece of legislation, it seeks to now
move the—it now empowers a court to sentence an offender to a term of
Imprisonment along with a period of probation. It cannot be that the rationale for
that has to be the overcrowding in prisons. It has to be a better and deeper
jurisprudential consideration. And those considerations, Mr. Speaker, will always
be found in the principles of sentences as enunciated in Benjamin v R. How does
the Government propose to direct the legislation and thereafter to put it in a gear,
so to speak, that will affect the principles of the punishment of the offender, the
deterrence of potential offenders, the deterrence of the particular offender, the
preventative and the rehabilitation? We have certain thoughts and certain
proposals that may make this Bill more adequate to suit the needs for which it is
intended. We recognize, Mr. Speaker, the need for reform, and we say, on this
side, whether we are in government or in opposition, we are responsible, and we
act responsibly.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. K. Scotland SC: And in understanding the importance of strengthening the
probation system, enhancing rehabilitation and modernizing the legislative
framework, we would want to support this legislation and we would want to make
certain suggestions that may improve it.

Therefore, our support is not unqualified and we say that a legislation of this
nature, which directly affects liberty, must be balanced. Balanced in a way, Mr.
Speaker, to avoid unintended consequences. The legislation is clothe in the
language of rehabilitation, but how it is now, it distorts, | think, the foundation
upon which our system of jurisprudence has been built. It introduces a hybrid
punitive framework that is neither fully rehabilitative nor coherently punitive. So,
it is neither going nor coming. And it may very well, if left in its present form,
undermine both justice and effectiveness, and its intention.

And we will not come here, Mr. Speaker, without making suggestions. So
we are supporting. We are bringing some views that we want to be considered and
we are not criticizing, we are just making suggestions, and we are showing
shortfalls or pitfalls that may attend to the legislation if left as is. So that is the
purpose of my contribution.

Mr. Speaker, when | stand here to speak from now until | can no longer
speak, I would not want to engage in “bussin ah mark and who do what.” I want to
engage in the work that the people of Port of Spain South put me here to do.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Scotland SC: So others who come after, “dey could buss mark, dey could
go into brouhaha, dey could have their clown, dey could give dem performance,” |
will just do what I have taken my oath to do.

The fundamental departure from the philosophy of probation, Mr. Speaker,

Is that probation was never intended to be an extension of punishment after
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imprisonment. How it was, Mr. Speaker, was in lieu of an imprisonment, either
the Summary Courts under subsection (2) of 3, you had a probation. | understand
that there may be an offence that may require a hybrid, not little, not too egregious
for a long term, but not so much for a slap on the wrist. So | understand that this
may be a decent halfway house that would achieve that goal.

Now, it was designed as an alternative to incarceration, grounded in
rehabilitation and second chances. Clause 5 of this new Bill now proposes that an
individual now be sentenced to imprisonment and thereafter subject to a probation
order. This is not a minor amendment. It is a philosophical shift. It is a
jurisprudential shift in the law and how we approach sentencing, bearing in mind,
Mr. Speaker, the five principles that | enunciated earlier.

Under the existing Act, probation was imposed in lieu of imprisonment.
And this Bill transforms it into an additional layer of control after punishment in
terms of traditional imprisonment, which has already been served. So we have to
be a little cautious about it. It raises a question. Depending on the mix, Mr.
Speaker, are we punishing twice for the same offence? That is something that we
must look at.

The risk of double punishment and disproportionality is there, Mr. Speaker,
because clause 5 introduces a system where an offender serves a portion of
imprisonment and then is placed under extended state supervision for up to five
additional years. You would know, Mr. Speaker, that before, the period of
probation would have been between one year and four years. One year has been
added to that now in this new regime. But when combined with clause 6, which
extends the probation from three years to five years, an offender may face then,
incarceration, followed by half a decade of restriction, surveillance and compliance

obligation. That is what this Bill in its present form contemplates.
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So you serve your term, you come out on probation, but you have a sort of
incarceration with surveillance, restrictions and compliance, as stated in clause 8(a)
to (). When we examine the new clause 8(b), it seems that this may be prolonged
penal control. And we ask, does the State have, one, the resources to supervise
this, and has this been really thought out properly? For example, a breach of
probation could result in the offender being returned to prison to complete the
remainder of the sentence. Whereas before, Mr. Speaker, you understood what a
breach of the probation may have resulted in, but it would have been probation per
se; probation in lieu of a sentence. And that is the point and the distinction that |
am making.

This may create a revolving door between the prison and probation,
increasing incarceration risk rather than reducing them. So | ask the hon. Minister
who has piloted the Bill to consider that concept, that the very thing that you have
introduced the Bill to reduce may be augmented by how this Bill has been
designed and how it has been presented. In practical terms, it means that even a
minor or a technical breach, such as missing an appointment, violating a curfew by
maybe a short period or struggling to meet rigid conditions, such as employment
when employment is an issue, programme attendance could trigger
reimprisonment. Mr. Speaker, would that not lead to recidivism, and would that
not also lead to an increase in the prison population, which is a stated goal that this
piece of legislation has been introduced to reduce? The result is a system that does
not sufficiently distinguish between administrative non-compliance and genuine
reoffending. We need to have that dichotomy identified. We need to have that
distinction done.

So, Mr. Speaker, there must be a layer, for example, if someone breaches a

curfew for good reason, or does not have employment because they simply cannot
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find employment, that it is not automatically triggered that that administrative
breach be taken as a genuine reoffending. A genuine reoffending, Mr. Speaker,
will be something like clause 8(k):

“abstain from owning, possessing or carrying a firearm...”

That is something, Mr. Speaker, if infracted, then one can simply say, “Well, no.”

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, the effects of the legislation as it stands are far-
reaching. It places additional pressure on an already overburdened prison system.
It may contribute, again, to overcrowding and disrupt any progress the offender
may have made towards reintegration. It also creates instability for families and
communities, as an individual cycles in and out of custody rather than being
supported to remain a law-abiding citizen, may have been jettisoned by a breach
that is more administrative than one that is more criminal and criminal-intention
prone.

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, it may discourage compliance altogether, as
probationers faced with overstrict or unrealistic conditions become set up to fail
rather than to succeed. If the restrictions are unrealistic and unattainable, then it
very well may set up the offender to fail. And served a sentence already, you had a
part of the sentence paroled, so to speak, and morphed into a probationary period,
but you are unable to fulfil that and end up back in the same place that you were
trying to escape.

3.00 p.m.

In this way, what is presented as a rehabilitative mechanism, runs the risk of
becoming a pipeline back to incarceration. | would like consideration to be given
to my humble submission in this regard, and mature consideration, not noise. It
may very well undermine the objective of reducing reoffending and promoting

meaningful rehabilitation. Mr. Speaker, the expansion of State surveillance
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without safeguards, is also a cause for concern on this side. Mr. Speaker, clause 8
inserts a new subsection 7(4), which empowers the Court when making a probation
order, to impose additional conditions on an offender, including inter alia:
“(b) wear an electronic monitoring device for a specified period...
(c) adhere to any curfew imposed by the Court;”
“(a) participate in community service for a period of time, at a specified
location and for a specified number of hours...”
“(f) maintain steady employment;”
“(e) actively participate and cooperate with the programme of
supervision;”
Yet, Mr. Speaker, the Bill is loudly silent on the following:
e The data protection safeguards for non-intimate samples.
e The oversight mechanisms for electronic monitoring.
e The appeal processes that are available against overly burdensome
conditions.
| do not presume, Mr. Speaker, that someone could afford themselves of the
probation and its strictures, and go to the Court of Appeal and say: Well, | am
taking the sentence, | am taking the probation, but I am appealing it. So, there has
to be another mechanism where they can do so, Mr. Speaker. Without such
safeguards, we run the risk of creating a system of unchecked administrative
control over the citizens.
Mr. Speaker, what was also instructive in preparing and researching for my
contribution today, | did a comparison with the 1943 Prison Rules, and when the
Prison Rules are examined within a custodial framework, as it stands now, there

still exists structured oversight, clear administrative limits and defined rights and
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expectation of prisoners such as, the implementation of the aftercare officer under
the Prison Rules, Mr. Speaker, who assists and keeps in touch with prisoners on
discharge, who, in his opinion, requires assistance by way of small grants, clothing
or tools. He shall endeavour to get employment for such ex-prisoners, and
endeavour by all means in his power to keep them from returning to prison.

Yet in this modern Bill, we see expanded powers over probationers without
those little minute details that the aftercare officer had under the old 1943 Prison
Rules. That is something that must be looked at and may be incorporated. But less
clarity on safeguards than existed in the custodian regulations that were there
merely a century ago is created by this new Bill. We are in effect, modernizing
punishment while failing to modernize protections. We are saying do both and try
to accomplish them simultaneously. Mr. Speaker, contrast that with what is being
proposed in this Bill.

We are now moving beyond the prison walls into the private lives of
offenders, imposing conditions such as electronic monitoring, which may be good,
but Mr. Speaker, electronic monitoring was really reserved for those who are flight
risks or people who are dangerous who the State must keep a lid on. The answer to
that is: Do not send them under probation, let them serve the sentence if they run a
risk to society; continuous supervision for up to five years. Unlike the 1943
framework, this Bill does not codify clear limits on how these powers are to be
exercised. It does not establish independent oversight mechanism for probation
enforcement.

Therefore, in 1943 under the old Prison Rules, when a man was behind the
prison wall, the State imposed structure on itself. In 2026, a man is released into
society and the State expands control, but limits on that control are far less defined.

This is, to our mind, a shift from visible restraint to invisible control, and that is
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something that is of concern to us on this side. The record sealing—Mr. Speaker,
how much more time do I have?

Mr. Speaker: You have five minutes of regular time.

Mr. K. Scotland SC: 1 would ask now if you would extend me, and | do not
intend to take the full forty-five.

Mr. Speaker: Yes, very well.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Scotland SC: Thank you. The record sealing is a laudable part of the
legislation. It introduces the ability to seal records by inserting the new section
15A, and that is something that is commendable. But it is undermined, Mr.
Speaker, by the very structure of the Bill, because the period of probation is now
longer, and there are now stricter compliance requirements. Because of the stricter
compliance requirements, there is an increased likelihood of breaches. In practice,
if we leave this Bill as is, fewer individuals may successfully complete probation
and qualify for record sealing.

So, you have it, but you have an internal structure in the Bill, that may be
counterintuitive to that position of being able to apply for record sealing being
achieved. That is also a cause for concern. The effect of this is significant because
without successful completion of the probationary period, individuals remain
burdened with a criminal record and a criminal record, Mr. Speaker, let us be
honest, it limits access to employment. It limits access to employment, because
one of the first questions you are asked by a potential employer is: What are your
antecedents? More likely than not, once they see a conviction, you are not likely to
be a successful candidate or applicant for employment.

Mr. Speaker, a criminal record limits access to education. It limits access to

financial services. So, instead of facilitating reintegration, the system may prolong
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social and economic exclusion, increasing the risk of reoffending and ultimately
recidivism. The longer an individual also remains under supervision, the greater
the probability of technical or minor breaches, which can reset progress and
disqualify them from ever benefiting from the record sealing aspect of this
legislation.  Therefore, this transforms what should be an incentive for
rehabilitation into a distant, and to our simple minds, unattainable outcome.

Mr. Speaker, there is a stark omission of the reality of prison life and how
this legislation will mesh with it. There are programmes instituted by the People’s
National Movement that give prisoners a chance to upgrade their skills. However,
the learning from the criminologists and the restorative justice practitioner says
this: When you are in prison, Mr. Speaker, you lose your ability to make choices.
You lose your ability to direct your life, because you are not the arbiter of same.
They tell you: Go here. Come here. Eat at a certain time.

You lose the ability to know how to handle financial resources, because
there is none. You are provided with meals. You lose the ability to deal with
conflict outside of a controlled environment. You lose the ability to liaise properly
with society. Therefore, this programme here for the five years, we ask the
Government: What will be done when the offender comes out, that will try to reset
that loss of coping that would have been there during the time of their
incarceration. So, in real time, the offender receives a four-year sentence and then
a four-year probation period. During that four years, that whole ability to navigate
life is taken away because your life is navigated for you. What will be in place to
assist the offender, the potential probationer, to navigate life when they come out?
That is something that has not been addressed.

In the circumstances, Mr. Speaker, on this side, we do not just make

criticisms, we try to make proposals that will make the Bill better. No Bill is
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perfect, but | suspect that the track record may very well be that there will be no
need for amendments, but we will still propose them in any event, we will do what
we have to do on this side. So, | propose the following amendments to try to make
the Bill more workable, Mr. Speaker, both in the long term and the short term.

e Insert a clause expressly empowering the Court to impose a monetary fine
as part of, or in lieu of a probation order, particularly in cases involving
minor non violent offences.

That clause should allow fines to operate as a structured, proportionate alternative
to extended probation. So, instead of an extended probation for certain offences
such as malicious damage, impose a fine instead of a probationary period with all
the strictures, and ensure that the penalties remain graduated and tailored to suit the
offence. This will reduce unnecessary burdens on the probation system by
reserving supervision for cases that truly require it. That is the first amendment
that we will be suggesting on this side. Secondly, the separation of sentencing
options. We are proposing that you:

e Insert a clause that probation remains an alternative to imprisonment, not an
addition, except in narrowly defined and exceptional circumstances.

e \WWe would want to provide for maximum combined sentencing limits, to
provide that the combined duration of imprisonment and probation shall not
exceed a proportionate statutory cap.

e Judicial oversight of conditions may require mandatory judicial review
oversight of probation conditions every 12 months.

e \We propose a data protection clause, which we insert explicit provision
governing storage use, destruction of biological samples and electronic

monitoring data.
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Because, you know, electronic monitoring data tracks the movements of
individuals.

3.15 p.m.

There is a capacity for certification that requires the Minister to certify that
adequate resources and infrastructure are in place before the proclamation of this
Bill; provide probationers with a clear statutory right to challenge conditions,
extensions, and enforcement actions. Mr. Speaker, on this side, we say that good
law is measured not by how tough it appears, but how effective and balanced it is.
The Bill, in its current form, blurs the line between punishment and rehabilitation.
It expands the State control on offenders without adequate safeguards, and it risks
overburdening already strained institutions, including the probation officers, and
including the very prison system, which was the stated goal of the Bill to reduce.

We do not wish to create a system where individuals are punished in prison
and then monitored in society, and return to prison, upon failure, without ever
being truly rehabilitated. We would want to see the Bill work so that when persons
come out, they are either given a real opportunity to pay for their infraction, or, if
there are strictures, have the strictures clearly defined, and then, Mr. Speaker, get
on with their lives without the State’s interference and without strictures that they
may be unable to achieve.

This, we say, will strengthen the protections, it will clarify the limits, and it
will preserve the fundamental principles of fairness that underpin our legal system,
but the rationale for the Bill is one that is warmed to our support and we support it.
Anything said is said in order to make the Bill more workable and more palatable.
Mr. Speaker, with that being said, | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Member for Chaguanas East.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services (Hon.
Vandana Mohit): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to
contribute to this debate. Mr. Speaker, as | contribute today, | wish to do so
reflecting on the social impact as it relates to this Bill. Mr. Speaker, today this
House is not merely debating amendments to a statute, today we are confronting a
fundamental question, “What kind of society do we choose to be when one of our
own falters?” Mr. Speaker, do we condemn permanently or do we correct, restore
and reintegrate? Mr. Speaker, the Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 2026,
answers that question with clarity, with courage and with compassion. It tells this
nation that justice is not blind to circumstance and that punishment must never be
divorced from purpose.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in full and unwavering support of this Bill. | wish
to also commend our colleague, the mover of this particular Bill today, for his
sterling contribution.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | just heard the Member for Port of Spain South,
and in his contribution, he had a lot to ask about rehabilitative programmes. Mr.
Speaker, it was somewhat very painful to listen to the Member for Port of Spain
South after they governed this country for 10 years and had an opportunity to fix
the social system in this country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Because, Mr. Speaker, when we look at crime as a whole, it does
not emerge in isolation; it is often born in poverty that was ignored, born in trauma
that was untreated, families that were unsupported, and communities that were

abandoned.
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Mr. Speaker, today, | want to deal with some figures, because to listen to
Port of Spain South speak about police youth clubs that they underfunded for
years—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit:—police youth clubs where they chose to support some and leave
some—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit:—police youth clubs who would have survived based on
fundraisers when they chose to support some parts of society facing issues, | heard
him speak about reintegration projects with the prisons, which we could not see or
hear about. Mr. Speaker—

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Hon. V. Mohit: San Fernando East, | am not on you today—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit:—because being on you makes no sense, my dear. Alright?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, |1 have some figures shared with me by my
colleague, the hon. Minister of Homeland Security, and | want to share them with
you and the general public. The following figures represent the prisons locking-
down total for the period of 15/04/2026, and the opening-up total for the period
16/04/2026.

Mr. Speaker, before | go to those figures, Port of Spain South tried to list
achievements. He was forcing himself to list achievements. He could not find
some of them because he had to make up some on the way. Mr. Speaker, when |
give you these figures in terms of the prisons locking down system, it adds to the

backlog after backlog after backlog after backlog, which this Government is
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currently dealing with left by them, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, and why I say | support this Bill fully and give my
unwavering support to this Bill, 1 want you to listen to these figures. Tobago
prison, they have 48 persons currently when they are supposed to have 30; Port of
Spain prison, they currently have 519 persons when they are supposed to house
250, over by 269; Remand Prison, they currently have 655; they are supposed to
have 244, they are over by 411. Mr. Speaker, Golden Grove Prison, they are over
by 101; they are supposed to have and house 329, and they currently have 430.
This is what we are dealing with, Mr. Speaker, and this is why | commend my
colleague, 1 commend the Prime Minister and this Government for our decisive
approach—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit:—in dealing with what we are faced with.

Mr. Speaker, when 1 listened to Port of Spain South, they saw warning signs
and chose silence. They saw the conditions in this country and they chose neglect.
Port of Spain South had a lot to ask about—he wants to know and the Opposition
wants to know about rehabilitative programmes, Mr. Speaker. Well, | will list
rehabilitative programmes here for them today. | will list what we are doing as
well to prevent issues from arising and occurring in our nation so that we do not
have to deal with overcrowding and continuous issues, which they chose to ignore
over the years.

Mr. Speaker, | heard Port of Spain South say, you know, when they were in
government they were responsible, both in government and in Opposition, they are
responsible. Mr. Speaker, today | tell Port of Spain South, in Opposition we were

responsible, but in government we are even more responsible.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: When we speak about meaningful rehabilitation, which you tried
to make reference to, we mean meaningful rehabilitation, and not mamaguy.

Mr. Speaker, we are already working, you know, before we brought these
amendments. On July 30", in April of this year, we launched the Re-Integration
Support and Empowerment initiative called RISE, with the Women’s Prison. Mr.
Speaker, on July 30, 2025, these women would have graduated and they would
have been prepared over a three-month period to be reintegrated into society, and
these women graduated. Myself, the Minister of Homeland Security, the Minister
of Defence, Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of the People, Social
Development and Family Services, we attended that event, that graduation, and we
were pleased to see that these women, they were trained in sewing initiatives, and
other initiatives.

They had fashion shows, et cetera, recycling projects, et cetera. This is what
you call reintegration. Three months in office and we had the graduation
ceremony for our Women’s Prison, Mr. Speaker. That is what you call
reintegration, meaningful reintegration.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | want to deal a little bit with a clause—touch on
clauses 5, 6 and 8, because it touches on the social impact. Mr. Speaker, what |
also want to say is that this really is a new philosophy of justice. Mr. Speaker, in
looking at clause 5, which is one of the most transformative provisions in this Bill,
| would say that you cannot fix what you do not understand, because what this
clause recognizes is simple. Mr. Speaker, clause 5 speaks to assessment before
judgment, and it really aligns directly with the reforms we are advancing within the

Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family Services.

UNREVISED



Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 2024259 2026.04.17
Hon. V. Mohit (cont’d)

Mr. Speaker, when someone commits a crime, they do not end up there just
so. | think we all understand what | am saying and we all understand the
circumstances that surround criminal activities. Mr. Speaker, when you allow
poverty, et cetera, to escalate, and processes under your respective Ministries not to
be updated to reflect current standard of living, et cetera, you worsen the
circumstances in society, so this is why the Ministry of the People, Social
Development and Family Services, we have reviewed the SMT, the Standard
Means Test, and in June of this year you would have a new Standard Means Test.
So families facing poverty in society, they would have that opportunity to benefit
from the social wallet of the State.

Mr. Speaker, this is why you do not leave pensions to back up, applications to back
up; Disability Assistance Grant, Public Assistance Grant, food support grant
applications to back up. Mr. Speaker, you put officers where you are lacking
officers so that you can deal with those applications so poverty does not escalate in
society.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

3.30 p.m.

Hon. V. Mohit: “Mr. Speaker, ah see like Arouca/Lopinot want to stand up on
48(1). Yuh want social impact?” I know you all too good. | know you too well.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: You want to deal with root causes—

Mr. Speaker: Do not anticipate. Do not be distracted by conjured-up anticipation.
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk and laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, they always stand here and ask about root causes
and how we are dealing with that and reintegration and rehabilitative measures.

Today | am giving you that, and you are picking up the Standing Orders and
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looking at me, creeping.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Creeping, Mr. Speaker. But | will continue, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: All of these—

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]—subject. I think he is doing a refresher course.

Hon. V. Mohit: Sure.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | am dealing with the issue of poverty because
poverty is one of the aspects that leads persons to criminal activities and makes
them end up in these positions where they are in the prisons and they have to face
the court of law to see what is the next step for them. Mr. Speaker, dealing with
these social issues and putting these officers, dealing with standard means tests, et
cetera, one of the other things | want to touch on is the opening of offices so that
you touch every catchment area in society. “Yuh doh put up ah plaque, leave de
plaque there, move furniture from one place to de next”™—

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, 48(1).

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, 48(1). Mr. Speaker, 48(1)!

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Chaguanas East, | think Port of Spain South opened the door but we
are pushing it a little too far open now.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: So, let us skip along.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: | will close it quickly, Mr. Speaker.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | will close it quickly with a few words, not moving
furniture from one place to the next for a few hours “to open ah office”.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, 48(1).

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, as | move on—

Mr. Gonzales: 48(1).

Mr. Speaker: Close the door.

Mr. Gonzales: “Close de door.”

Mr. Speaker: Come on. Let us skip along.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, they want to speak about reintegration? Let us go
on, Mr. Speaker, and touch on clause 6 a little bit, extending probation to five
years. You know, | know you are supporting the Bill, Arouca/Lopinot, “so doh
kicks off ah serious thing, nah man™.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker—we are doing what you did not do, not even in one
day, Arouca/Lopinot, right.

Mr. Speaker, clause 6, extending probation to five years. Mr. Speaker, the
extension of probation from three years to five years is not about control but it is
about continuity. | want to look at clauses 6 and 11. Mr. Speaker, a young
offender emerging from a cycle of poverty, violence and neglect, cannot be fixed in
three years. It requires sustained engagement, steady employment, counselling,
skills development and community reintegration. This is why, Mr. Speaker, and

this is where, as well, the Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family
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Services’ programmes intersect directly. The SEED Programme, providing that
entrepreneurial opportunity for persons who are reintegrated into society, the GAPP
Programme, providing opportunities via employment and, of course, expanded
access to vocational pathways and technical training. So, Mr. Speaker, we are not
just extending probation. What we are extending is opportunity.

Speaking about reintegration, this morning, Members of this Government,
the Minister of Homeland Security and the Minister of Defence, under the
leadership of our Minister of Culture and Community Development, held the
ManUp Programme. Both in Trinidad and Tobago this is being done, Mr. Speaker.
We commend our colleagues for this.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: When we speak about an all-of-government approach, Mr.
Speaker, this is what you call an all-of-government approach. Over, | think it was
about 200 young men, we had the opportunity to interact with and hear from them.
Hear from them that they are so happy to see Ministers speaking and engaging with
them, you know. Some of them could not finish blush because they have never
seen this before. They feel like celebrities having us sit next to them, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: This is how our young people feel.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, point of order.

Hon. V. Mohit: Now, Diego Martin West, you are laughing about this—

Mr. Gonzales: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. V. Mohit:—but this is how these men felt.

Mr. Gonzales: Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 48(1).

Mr. Speaker: Okay. Chaguanas East, | understand the point you are making, but |

think you have—
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Ms. Ameen: “Well, he doh understand.”

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: | am not here to adjudicate on inadequacies. Chaguanas East, let us
just move along a little more quickly. Shall we?

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, all | will do is ask him to man up.

Hon. Members: “Ahhh.” [Desk thumping and laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | am speaking about young men from different
communities in this country, when they are the ones asking about reintegration and
what we are doing in terms of root causes, and you are standing up on irrelevance.
Mr. Speaker, | cannot understand that. Mr. Speaker, they are asking us about
rehabilitative measures. Mr. Speaker, today | will also share with you, apart from
ManUp, we have been doing spoken word exercises, where we hear from all of our
young people in depressed communities, in our schools, in our education system,
because we do not only want to end up in a problem, we want to prevent a problem,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, preventative as well, our anti-bullying and
gender-based violence project launched through our education system. So what we
are doing, as well, is we are launching several programmes through the education
system as a preventative measure. Mr. Speaker, last Friday, before Parliament, we
had the opportunity to join the Minister of Homeland Security because what we
recognized, as well, is that parenting plays a major role in all of this, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: And the Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family
Services, in collaboration with the Ministry of Homeland Security, would have

launched the national parenting workshop for Trinidad and Tobago.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, dealing with rehabilitative and preventative, when
they chose to ignore the issues of poverty and all the contributing factors as to why
our young people, our young men and women end up in these positions, we did not
ignore it. We accepted the child poverty report. After UNICEF spent money in
this country, we accepted the report. What we also accepted is instead of moving
to a national poverty reduction strategy, we have decided, as a government, we will
focus on our children by developing our national child poverty reduction strategy,
prior to a national poverty reduction strategy. Mr. Speaker, this is prevention.
Prevention, Mr. Speaker, is better than cure.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, because we have been sitting as a government,
discussing matters and we understand that there are figures outside there telling us
what we need to do. So we are not just waiting to implement reintegration
programmes. What we have recognized, apart from reintegrating who is already in
there, we need to prevent what we have out here from going in there.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, clause 8, which refers to conditions that transform
lives, you know, it allows the court to impose structured, meaningful conditions
such as community service, electronic monitoring, curfews, et cetera. Mr. Speaker,
when | speak about community service, we are not speaking about the community
service that the PNM believes in. Because, Mr. Speaker, | want to refer to an
article dated 02 April, 2012, headlined:

“Prisoners working at private homes is not community service”
So when we speak reintegration, Port of Spain South, community service plays a

part in reintegration into society. | hope you understand what community service
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means because | do not think previous Members of your previous administration
understand what community service means. Because, Mr. Speaker, listen:
“Former minister of state in the National Security Ministry, Donna
Cox...”—and | am quoting—*...used prisoners to do landscaping at her
private residence.”
Mr. Sturge: “Ooh goood. Ooh goood.”
Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, so, we are speaking real integration but that is their
type of reintegration.
Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, point of order, please, 48(1). Where is that from?
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: The Minister quoted from the newspaper. Overruled summarily.
Mr. Sturge: Brian, go and lose some weight.
Hon. V. Mohit: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Sturge: “Go and get down dat big belly”.
Hon. Members: [Laughter]
Mr. Sturge: “Come, bubalups, go an get down dat big belly.”
Hon. V. Mohit: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me to continue.
San Fernando East, if you are not listening, | cannot help you.
Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]
Ms. Ameen: The person is not understanding.
Hon. V. Mohit: Yes. That is a usual thing with him. Because, Mr. Speaker,
community service for them was that of prisoners or persons on probation services,
et cetera, landscaping their private yards. That is not community service for us.
Community service is being a part of your community, doing things in your
community to reintegrate into society.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. V. Mohit: | will just read the question asked by a member of the public
stated in this very article:

“Ms Cox, how can performing landscape at your private residence amount to

a community support event?”
| think that would be the question of the entire nation. Some of them are looking at
me in awe because | think they are asking the same question, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit: So, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Elder: “Dey shame. Dey Shame.”

Mr. Sturge: “Kareem want prisoner eye candy.”

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit:—prisoners on probation services, being reintegrated into society
and being engaged in community service, for us, means community service. Not
putting them in our backyard to clean our flower garden and groom our flower
garden. Mr. Speaker, you know, what was amazing at that time? That particular
Minister of State never denied this happening in her yard, Mr. Speaker.

So, Mr. Speaker, with that being said, I will say that, you know, we are
committed to the cause of change in this country. We are working to change lives,
transform lives, and empower lives of this nation. This particular Bill is a simple
statement of values, Mr. Speaker, and how we also value our citizenry. Mr.
Speaker, this particular Bill says that Trinidad and Tobago will not be a society that
discards its people. This particular Bill, Mr. Speaker, says that justice will be firm
but fair. It says that rehabilitation is not a slogan. It says that rehabilitation is a
system, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, above all, it says that this Government
understands something fundamental. Mr. Speaker, it says that when we invest in

people, we strengthen a nation. Mr. Speaker, this is what we have been doing. We

UNREVISED



Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 202567 2026.04.17
Hon. V. Mohit (cont’d)

have been giving land to the landless.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, this morning | saw my colleague for Barataria/San
Juan giving persons leases, opening up—

Mr. Young SC: Mr. Speaker, this is on probation? Is it the people under
probation getting land? This is clearly not what—

Mr. Sturge: “But, it right in de Bill. You eh read de Bill.”

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Alright. Okay. Enough of that. Chaguanas East, let us try to move
on to a new point.

Hon. V. Mohit: Yes, Mr. Speaker. So, Mr. Speaker, all | was saying is we are
about delivery and investing in our people. That is a part of investing in our
people. In the social services Ministry—Mr. Speaker, part of our mandate at the
Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family Services is to deal with
issues surrounding poverty, so that we are not faced with overcrowded prisons, et
cetera.

3.45 p.m.

So, Mr. Speaker, the impact is clear, this Government is working under
every Ministry, we are delivering to prevent our nation’s youth and others from
reaching prison. Mr. Speaker, we have outlined clearly that we have been
engaging in reintegration projects through the Ministry of the People, Family
Services and Development, through the Ministry of Homeland Security, and the
Ministry of Culture and Community Development. This is a collective approach
and is delivery from your Government. Mr. Speaker, | commend this Bill to the
House and | support my colleague fully.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. Speaker: Member for Laventille West.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Kareem Marcelle (Laventille West): Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker,
for

the opportunity to contribute to this very important Bill before the honourable
House. It is one that, from the start in the Senate, the Opposition Bench in the
Senate would have indicated the PNM’s support in this Bill, as well as I stand here
again today, on behalf of the Opposition as well, to support this Bill.

Mr. Speaker, but even with supporting the Bill, of course, we outline things
that we would want to highlight, some of the areas in which we believe can be
strengthened and, of course, to outline and give some recommendations and
solutions to same.

Mr. Speaker, my friend from Chaguanas East ended her contribution talking
about the collaborative approach through her Ministry, the Ministry of Homeland
Security, and the Ministry of Culture and Community Development. And | had to
stop for a moment because there is another Ministry called the Ministry of Sport
and Youth Affairs, Mr. Speaker, combined with the Ministry of—at least from the
last administration, the Ministry of Youth Development and National Service, and
including the Ministry of Sport, Mr. Speaker. My friend outlined some of the
initiatives in terms of the rehabilitative programme as well as the preventative
measures that are being put into place through these said Ministries. One, of
course, outlining is the ManUP Programme that was launched by the Member for
Moruga/Tableland. And those opposite, Mr. Speaker, they have a tendency to try
to rewrite history and to try to dust off PNM policy, call it a different name, give it
a different colour and claim it as theirs.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. K. Marcelle: | want to commend the former Minister of Sport and
Community Development, the hon. Shamfa Ashaki Cudjoe-Lewis—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle:—for implementing a programme called the Empower
programme because the Member for Chaguanas East clearly, Mr. Speaker, would
have undoubtedly tried to present this big thing as if ManUP is something new.
The name is new, but the principle remains the same and | want to commend the
Minister and the Member for Moruga/Tableland for taking good PNM policy and
continuing it, even though she may call it a different name.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Moruga/Tableland has been
trying in her Ministry and | want to commend her because—

Mr. Sturge: 48(1).

Mr. Speaker: Continue.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, apparently
the Member for Toco/Sangre Grande does not want me to commend his colleague
for Moruga/Tableland. 1 will tell the Member for Moruga/Tableland, those are
people to watch, if your friends do not want you to get commendation. But, Mr.
Speaker, it is really because these initiatives really go towards the preventative arm
as well as the rehabilitation of our young people especially, but the Minister is
really pulling the weight, not only of her own Ministry, but for the whole Ministry
of Sport and Youth Affairs. Not one initiative, whether to the rehabilitation or the
preventative measures, has been put in place in the last year by the Member for La
Horquetta/Talparo. The Member for La Horquetta/Talparo is simply the Minister
of silence and inaction.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. K. Marcelle: Absolutely not one new initiative.

Mr. Speaker, so, as | move on from that point, | want to take a look very,
very, very closely to the Bill that is in front of us. Mr. Speaker, as | said, we
support wholeheartedly the efforts in relation to the split sentencing, in relation to
allowing for the criminal records of convicted prisoners—to have their records
sealed, and there are three main things that the Bill seeks to do.

The first, through clause 5 of the Bill, allows for our cause to sentence an
offender who has been convicted an offence carrying a term of imprisonment for
over five or more years, to a term of imprisonment thereafter in terms of allowing
them to reduce the amount of time that they spend in prison and, of course, to treat
with different conditions that the court may apply in relation to clause 5. So we
speak about the, court can, in its order, indicate participation in community service
as mandated by clause—it would now be the amendment to section 7 of the Act,
found in clause 8, to allow for wearing an electronic monitoring device:

“to maintain steady employment;

actively pursue educational, technical or vocational training as prescribed by

the Court;”

And these things are very good on paper. The concerns that we have to the hon.
Member for Aranguez/St. Joseph is, of course, the funding for it. It is one thing,
Mr. Speaker, to have this very nice initiative and thought and Bill, but if you are
not providing the support that is necessary, then you find yourself in some issues.

| want to look—I went back to the Draft Estimates in terms of the Ministry
of Justice as the probation service department would have fallen previously under
the Ministry of National Security. So we are just going to go through in terms of
the amount of probation officers that are assigned now, the resources that are

assigned to the unit now, and what are some of the difficulties we may face.
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Mr. Speaker, | first want to refer to the Administrative Report of the
Ministry of National Security for fiscal 2022 and 2023. On page 40 of this report,
the Probation Services Unit would have outlined some of the services rendered in
terms of numbers. So “Reports submitted to the Courts”: In fiscal 2019/2020, they
were 1,312 reports submitted. By the time we reached to 2022/2023, there were
over 2,056 reports submitted to the court, a significant increase showing that the
Probation Services Unit under the PNM would have continued to be properly
resourced at the time and, of course, they have continued to produce more work as
the court would have accepted.

The “Supervision of persons on Probation”: In 2019, there were 476. By
2022/2023 fiscal, there were 625. “Community Service Orders supervised”: It
moved from 1,114 in fiscal 2019/2020, to even the next year, almost more than
double the amount, Mr. Speaker. So in relation to all these different services, what
you have seen is that over the years, Mr. Speaker, the amount of reports and
workload on probation officers in the department then under the Ministry of
National Security, but now under the Ministry of Justice, what we have seen is that
there is a significant increase of the workload.

What this Bill does, it does not stop any of the existing work under the
probation services, but it adds significantly to the workload. It adds, for example,
in cases of preparing probation reports to be considered for sentencing guidelines.
It also, Mr. Speaker, adds a different responsibility for probation officers going
forward, something that they did not have in their contracts. It may be something
that may have to be discussed in terms of the unions, or even in terms of raising
salaries. Because, Mr. Speaker, in clauses 9 and 10 of the Bill:

“Clause 9 would provide for section 9 of the Act to be amended to enable a

probation officer to lay a complaint before the Court where a probationer is
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in breach of the probation order.
Clause 10 would provide for section 10 of the Act to be amended to enable a
probation officer to lay a complaint in writing before the Court and to
increase the fine for failing to comply with any provisions of the probation
order.”
So, essentially, what these two clauses are proposing to do, Mr. Speaker, is to have
in the case where a prisoner is, having been released on probation—Mr. Speaker, |
want to seek your protection from the Member for Toco/Sangre Grande because he
Is consistently doing it, he is joking about it. He continues to take his glass, throw
it down, laughing and continuing to throw insults, and I am going to ask for your
protection please, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: | am hearing the glass but it seems to be coming from different
places. Could you all—I mean, it is a simple enough apparatus to do that, so stop
that. Whoever is doing it, if you are doing it deliberately, please, and | am not
hearing the insults. Member for Toco/Sangre Grande, you are perhaps almost 30
years senior at the Bar to the Member for Laventille West. So if you are hurling
insults, | am not hearing it, but please stop it. Allow him to continue, please.
Mr. Sturge: No. Please, Mr. Speaker, | want him to withdraw. | want him to
withdraw. Yeah, that is a wrongful accusation. This is the second week in a row.
“Ah cyah take dat.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker. My friend and senior in
the profession knows exactly what he is doing.
But, Mr. Speaker, as we get back to clauses 9 and 10 of the Bill, what it does
in terms of giving this extra layer of work for probation officers now to come

before the court and lay complaints as complainants before, whether it is the
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district court or the High Court of Trinidad and Tobago, and if a breach occurs, and
then essentially prosecute the matter, the effect of this, when you have many of the
probation officers being on short-term contracts, is that you may find yourself in a
lacuna in the law where you have probation officers who may be, let us say, on
three months, six months, lay a complaint and then leave the division.

There are no provisions whatsoever in the Bill that allows for any substitute
probation officer to act as complainant or anything of that effect. It cannot be
assumed that a similar position to that of a police officer being a complainant and
the Commissioner of Police having the right to appoint a substitute complainant in
order for a matter to continue. What you would have is probation officers who
may leave the Probation Services Unit, whilst they have active matters before the
court and those matters would collapse. So | am putting this suggestion for
consideration by the hon. Minister of Justice to consider provisions, whether by
way of amendment in this round, or to come back at a later time in order to allow
for substitute probation officers.

But apart from that, Mr. Speaker, let us look at what—in terms of the
amount of staff assigned to the probation services department, as well as the
amount of moneys that was allocated in this fiscal. Because | would like to think
that before the budget was laid before this honourable House last year, my friend
from Aranguez/St. Joseph would have outlined both his legislative agenda, as well
as the programmes that he intends to put in place under his Ministry.

4.00 p.m.

If that is the case, then the Member for Fyzabad clearly did not take into
consideration or anticipate that the Minister of Justice would be allowed to come
here to lay this Bill. Because if that was the case, then it calls for serious concerns

concerning the allocation to the Ministry of Justice and, more specifically, the
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underfunding of the probation services department. So, unless the hon. Minister

intends to either one—or the Government intends not to advise Her Excellency in

terms of making sure this Bill comes into force at a later time. But if it is to come

into force in this fiscal, it would mean, and | would hope that the Member for

Fyzabad will assist the Member for Aranguez/St. Joseph by significantly

increasing the amount of moneys for wages and salaries, as well as contract

employment and short-term employment under the probation services department.
Mr. Speaker, | am looking at the Draft Estimate of Expenditure for the

financial year 2026. Page 292, understand Probation Services in terms of the list

of established positions under the Civil Services, Mr. Speaker. Under the

probation services department, there are 55 Probation Officers, one Chief

Probation Officer, one Assistant Chief Probation Officer, five Probation Officer

I11s, 19 Probation Officer Ils, and 26 Probation Officer Is. There are 18 Support

Staff and 27 Children’s Probation Officers.

Mr. Speaker, it means—

Mr. Gosine: Mr. Speaker, 48(1).

Mr. Sturge: Yeah, 48(1).

Mr. K. Marcelle: What?

Mr. Speaker: That does not require much adjudication. Continue. Overruled.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker. Member for Chaguanas

East only rises with that—

Ms. Mohit: “Aye, aye, aye, West eh.”

Mr. K. Marcelle:—Chaguanas West, Chaguanas West. My apologies, my friend.

[Laughter] My apologies, friend. The Member for Chaguanas West.

Mr. Speaker: The same thing you are complaining about, but you are engaging in

it now.

UNREVISED



Probation of Offenders (Amdt.) Bill, 202665 2026.04.17
Mr. K. Marcelle (cont’d)

Ms. Ameen: Correct. Exactly.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Yes, Mr. Speaker. So it is important for us to understand what
human resources are assigned to the probation services department. Further to
which, if you look at the last fiscal 2024/2025 in terms of the probation services
department under the then Ministry of National Security, you would find that the
Revised 2025 Estimates in terms of Salaries and Cost of Living Allowances were
$8 million. In this fiscal, it was literally around the very same. Well, the exact
same, $8 million again, which means that there is no intention in this fiscal year to
increase the amount of Probation Officers that we have in order to treat with this
significant increase of the workload.

Further, to which, Mr. Speaker, in fiscal year 2024/2025, the Revised
Estimate in terms of the amount of moneys that was spent for Short-term
Employment was $650,000. That was the Revised Estimate. In this fiscal, only
$78,000 was allocated, which means that you are going to be operating with less
Short-term Employment and they are not going to be absorbed by any increased
amount of the established positions. Further to which, Mr. Speaker, in the Revised
Estimates for Contract Employment and most of the probation officers department,
you are going to have Contract Employment.

The Revised Estimate in 2025 was $3,680,000, and this was reduced in this
fiscal to $3.2 million. So you allocated less to every single line Item under the
probation services department, but then you increased their load two or threefold
and expect that this Bill would somehow assist if it is not supported by the funding.
| want to call on the Member for Fyzabad in his mid-year review to do justice to
the Minister of Justice and the probation department—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle:—and allocate the right resources so that this Bill that all of us in
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this House support, Mr. Speaker, can be materialized and that the rehabilitation
efforts of the State can really see its true potential. Without funding it will fail, and
that is a very important thing that we wish to draw to the attention of this
honourable House, and to the members of the public.

My friend from Chaguanas East, as well as the Member for Aranguez/St
Joseph, spoke about or inferred in some way that the PNM from 2015 to 2025 did
not put significant or any programmes in place for rehabilitation for our prisoners,
and that is furthest, furthest from the truth, Mr. Speaker. | know that if they pay
attention to the 2023/2024 reports from the Joint Select Committee on National
Security, on “An inquiry into the Criminal Justice System in Trinidad and Tobago
to determine strategies to achieve greater efficiency and effectiveness”, they will
know that that is a complete, complete, complete false narrative.

Let us get down to numbers because my friend indicated—and my friend
from Chaguanas East, would have called out some of the numbers of prisoners in
the Tobago Prison, the Port of Spain Remand Prison, as well as the Golden Grove
Prison. On average, we have data from the prison service association would have
outlined that in 2025, there is an average of 3,800 inmates throughout the prison
system, and two-thirds of that really forms part of the persons who are on remand.
For the benefit of the public, when we say that two-thirds of the prisoners are
on-remand, it simply means that they have been charged for an offence, they have
been brought to court; however, their matter is still pending, there is no finding of
guilt or otherwise. So you have these persons sitting in prison, two-thirds of them,
and they are in most of the prisons mixing with the very convicted prisoners at the
different prisons.

The prison service, whilst they have a list of programmes in terms of

YTEPP, CSEC/CAPE, primary school leaving courses, anger management, and so
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on. What you find is that these programmes were really designed initially for
convicted inmates. Because there are even programmes for drug abuse, for life
skills, there are cultural, there is Vision on Mission pre-release, and there are
different programmes. But all really, in mind, observing the presumption of
innocence that must be afforded to the prisoners who are on remand is really
designed for that of the convicted inmates. However, Mr. Speaker, what you have
IS a wide participation in these programmes from both remand inmates and
convicted inmates.

| just want to outline some figures in terms of how many inmates, based on
the Ministry of National Security and the prison service at that time, were outlined
to this House through the Parliament in terms of the JSC, outlining how many
inmates are engaged in the different activities. Mr. Speaker, in the year 2022, 15
inmates would have graduated from the different YTEPP courses that were
presented and available in the prison system. Now that was during COVID, and if
you throw back to 2018, the average consistently was around 100 inmates
participating in these things, but because of COVID, they had to reduce numbers
and so on. In terms of CSEC/CAPE, you had inmates—and that is between 2018
and 2022. It was a five-year plan that was outlined in showing data.

This is evidence that the People’s National Movement under the stewardship
of the hon. Dr. Keith Christopher Rowley invested heavily in the rehabilitation
programmes and processes in our prisons. In terms of primary school leaving
certificates, 12 inmates participated in that year. Anger management, 10 inmates
participated. The inmate development programme, 20 inmates would have
participated. The Vision on Mission pre-release, 14 inmates would have
participated. Life skills, 39 inmates; religious programmes, 532; sports, 78; family

development and reintegration programmes, 500.
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My friend, Chaguanas East, spoke about the reintegration aspect for the
women of the prison, which we welcome, but it is not something new. In 2022,
500 inmates would have graduated from this. It is evidence that the People’s
National Movement was serious about and continues to be serious about the
rehabilitation of our nation’s citizens. It is evident.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: You had, Mr. Speaker, cultural programmes for over 700
inmates. Together, you are looking at 1,960 inmates in the year of 2022 who
would have participated in this programme, and if you combine the 2018 to 2022
figures, you would find that 11,386 inmates would have benefited from these
rehabilitation programmes. | want to salute because | do not want it to sound—if
the members of the public are listening to Members opposite, they may believe that
our prison officers are not working extremely hard to treat with the rehabilitation
of our citizens.

| want to commend the Trinidad and Tobago Prison Service and the hard-
working officers, the NGOs that continue to go into the prisons, the cultural groups
that continue to go into the prisons, the religious organizations that continue to go
into the prisons, and put true and meaningful initiatives in place to try to
rehabilitate our citizens in prisons. Mr. Speaker, a lot of these programmes, the
vast majority of them, even when it comes from non-profit organizations and
non-government organizations such as Vision on Mission, such as the Spiritual
Baptist church, and different arms in terms of civil society, continue to go into
prison and to invest in our citizens. These were properly funded by a PNM-led
government, and we cannot discount that and make it look as if it is only in 2026,
all of a sudden, rehabilitation efforts are being made. That is furthest from the
truth.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: In relation to the provision of clause 12 of the Bill, clause 12 of
the Bill would provide for a new section 15A, which would allow for a probationer
to will apply to the court for an order to have his record sealed. Mr. Speaker, in
relation to clause 12, | want to commend this clause wholeheartedly, and | want to
commend the hon. Minister of Justice, in terms of this provision giving a fighting
chance to a lot of our young people who sometimes may have minor infractions
with the law, may have gone into prison, taken full advantage and use of the
rehabilitation programmes that we have offered in the prison service, especially
under a PNM Government, to allow these rehabilitated citizens to come out and
have a fair chance and fighting chance.

4.15 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | remember in late 2024, | was invited by the then Commissioner of
Prisons.

Mr. Speaker: You have 30 seconds, unless you want your 15 minutes.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker, | will avail myself of the
15 minutes.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Not all, Mr. Speaker. But, Mr. Speaker, | remember being
invited by the Commissioner of Prisons at that time to be a part of a panel in
relation to a debate competition that was going on between the prison inmates
against the Cipriani Labour College students. And, Mr. Speaker, these young
citizens who, for whatever reason, have found themselves behind bars have shown
to me, that once you give some of our young citizens a second chance, sometimes
it may not even be a second chance, sometime you may need to give them a third

chance, Mr. Speaker, or a fourth chance. But when you give our young people
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chances in this country, under the right programme, the right investment, they can
be some of the best citizens that Trinidad and Tobago has to offer. | want to
commend those inmates at the time. It was a blend between young women and
men in the prison. They were well researched, Mr. Speaker, they articulated their
points very well and they were on point in terms of—they were a clear example of
what will happen if you truly invest in these persons. They even won the debate,
Mr. Speaker.

In light of these initiatives, | want to also ask the hon. Minister of Justice to
consider as well, because while clause 5 of the Bill, speaks to the conditions in
terms of the split sentencing, it really only applies going forward. It may be
appropriate, whether at this stage or at a later stage, for consideration to be had for
a retroactive door, in terms of—in cases where persons might have been sentenced
last year or earlier this year, in similar circumstances, the court may not—that is
only when it is a detriment to, in terms of the retroactivity. If it is not a detriment
to the person bringing the claim, then of course it would be constitutional.

So if it is something that we really want to look at in terms of not just the
overcrowding issue, but in terms of giving a fighting chance at rehabilitation to the
inmates and to citizens who really may not be violent, may not have contributed in
terms of—so significantly that they only require a custodial sentence. If there is a
possibility for consideration, | want to ask the hon. Minister to consider looking
into the matter of how many, in terms of our inmates who have been convicted for
offences over five years, may have served some portion of it, to allow them the
opportunity, not to just across the board, just give all inmates the ability to come
and reapply to the court in order to have their custodial sentences commuted for
probation. But, if we look at a category of inmates who may be able to benefit

from this legislation, then I think it may be a very appropriate thing to look at,
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most respectfully, Mr. Speaker. So you will allow essentially for re-sentencing.

In relation to, Mr. Speaker, the increased funding that | spoke about earlier,
because | want to make some recommendations, some recommendations to the
hon. Minister and to the Government, in relation to this Bill. In 2022, the Trinidad
and Tobago Police Service outlined in their report against another Joint Select
Committee, outlining— So the letter is dated the 18" —it is 2019, my apologies.
The letter is dated 18" December, 2019, and it is addressed to the then Clerk of the
House from the Office of the Director of Legal Services, Legal Unit of the TTPS.
And, in this correspondence, Mr. Speaker, the TTPS, in looking at some of the
shortfalls and what they may need to do in order to improve the Probation Services
Department and to improve the ability to assist the court and the police in its
operations, would have looked at some recommended training programmes that
probation officers can undergo in order to improve. So, in this letter, and | quote,
Mr. Speaker:

“Some examples of courses that should be included in the training programs

to fully prepare probation officers for their field of work are:

e Probation law,

e Parole law, parole supervision

e Introduction of the legal systems

e Search and seizures

e Constitutional law

e Development psychology

e Executive leadership and organizational management
e Community Service, Youth

e Conflict resolution (mediation)
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e Offender behaviour analysis

e Crisis intervention

e Drug counselling

e Interpersonal communication/communication skills

e Community resource management”
Mr. Speaker, of course, this would have been from 2019. What this Bill seeks to
do, amongst other things, is to allow for probation officers to act as complainants.
In doing so, Mr. Speaker, you are now throwing the probation officers into that of
policing work and prosecutorial work. What would be required in terms of its
implementation, most respectfully, Mr. Speaker, is training in terms of AJIPA
legislation, in terms of the Criminal Procedure Rules, because if you are going to
the Evidence Act— So you would need to train the probation officers because you
are putting them now as complainants before the courts, and if you do not prepare
them, then, Mr. Speaker, you are setting the probation officers up to fail as
complainants.

So | want to most respectfully consider, in this fiscal, 2025 to 2026, the
Member for Fyzabad allotted only $30,000 for a whole Probation Officer’s
Department for training; $30,000, Mr. Speaker. If you have this large increase in
terms of the load and responsibility of our probation officers, then it is clear that
you need, most respectfully, to allocate much more funding for training of these
officers in terms of their new roles and responsibilities. And, it may also be, Mr.
Speaker, that consideration to look at the—whether it is in terms of with the
unions, because what we are essentially doing is saying that probation officers who
were hired five years ago or eight years ago, you are retroactively putting new

roles and responsibilities under their contractual terms. That cannot be done, you
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know, in terms of a one-sided approach. It has to be done with a lot of
collaboration, Mr. Speaker, as well as consultation.

So, hon. Minister | want to recommend in terms of, that you ask your friend
from Fyzabad for money to train these probation officers in relation to the new
roles of being complainant before court.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Further to which, Mr. Speaker, in relation to same, it is
important that the Probation Services Department—we may have to look at the
possibility of recommending for consideration increasing the amount of, in terms
of the civil service establishment for established positions, for much more
probation officers when you are looking at this case load, Mr. Speaker. Because
you do not want to find yourself in a position where you are only offering
three-month contracts, three-month contracts to these probation officers. And,
unfortunately, they may have to migrate, or fortunately, locally, they may get jobs
elsewhere and you find yourself in a position where the department is frustrated
and overburdened with these new responsibilities, less staff, less resources.

Mr. Speaker, I know that this Bill is laid and presented with the best of
intentions. | have no reason to doubt that that is what the Member for
Aranguez/St. Joseph is doing today. And, the hon. Opposition Leader has always
indicated, Mr. Speaker, that when it comes to good legislation, we on the People’s
National Movement side, this Opposition Bench, Mr. Speaker, we would support
good legislation in the best interests of all the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Today, Mr. Speaker, is an example of just that. Because you
would have the Members opposite, “from the moment you doh vote for a Bill for

them, or doh support a Bill, you is ah traitor, you hate this country”. Mr. Speaker,
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further to which, | want to commend the Independent Bench in the Senate and the
Opposition Senators for also supporting this Bill.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Because Members opposite would have you believe, Mr.
Speaker, that when it comes to good legislation, when it comes to good legislation,
Mr. Speaker, that they are on their own, that we do not support any good
legislation. And that is the furthest thing from the truth, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | stand here, and | too, in terms of the recommendation, other
than the recommendations that were made by myself and by learned senior, the
Member for Port of Spain South, who had a sterling contribution and brought into
perspective all different arms of this—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle:—Mr. Speaker, | want to commend the Member for Port of
Spain South. | want to—with the recommendations, to commend wholeheartedly
my support, the support of Laventille West, and the support of the Opposition of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, this Bill to the House is a step in the right
direction. We hope that the considerations in terms of the recommendations and
solutions, Mr. Speaker, can be taken into consideration, and that we, most
respectfully, can continue to develop a criminal justice system that would continue
to benefit in terms of the wider population at heart. And, with those few words,
Mr. Speaker, | want to thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this Bill.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: All right, I propose to take the tea break now, and we will suspend
for 45 minutes. We will come back at quarter past five. Thank you very much.

4.27 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.
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Mr. Speaker: Member for Aranguez/St. Joseph.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General
(Hon. Devesh Maharaj): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | would first like
to address a point raised by my young colleague from Laventille West. Lest | be
misunderstood, | did commend, and | am sure | did applaud prison officers for the
work they have been doing on the rehabilitation front. And I did say that their
rehabilitation initiatives include, academic, education, life skills training,
pre-release preparation, religious programmes, and recreational activities. We
recognize the hard work being done by the prison service.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: | might want to say that | ventured there with groups before, to
speak to young prisoners, in an attempt to help them find focus and | recognized
the immense work that they have done and have been doing. The point | was
making, Mr. Speaker, is that the central core unit within the Ministry, was either
disbanded, felt there was no need for it, and | was making a plug for the
re-institution of that unit, so that it will have a central oversight committee and
coordination of all rehabilitation programmes. So, | just wanted to make that clear,
Mr. Speaker, at the outset before | commence.

Now, my friend from Port of Spain South, | think asked the question as to
why should we should be using the probation service, or the probation officers in
this initiative. Mr. Speaker, we did not just dream of this. We did our research, far
and wide. And | would like to refer him to, or refer us, refer the nation, to the
United Nations Handbook on Probation Services, and | would just quote. It states
that the courts should take into consideration:

“...the rehabilitative needs of the offender, the protection of society and the
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interests of the victim, who should be considered whenever appropriate.”
—when making a decision on probation.

In this regard, the handbook lists a range of non-custodial measures that
may include:

“Conditional or unconditional discharge...

Confiscation or an expropriation order

Fines

Financial compensation/restitution. ..

Service-community restitution...

Medical including (alcohol and drugs) or psychiatric treatment with or

without probation

Probation supervision

House arrest with or without ‘electronic monitoring’

Intermittent or Week-end detention

Incarceration or incarceration followed by supervision”

These measures are a part of the United Nations standard minimum rules for non-
custodial measures. Mr. Speaker, in Canada, an example of the probation system
where conditions are cited as part of the probation order, the Canadian Criminal
Code R.S.C. 1985. They speak about orders to include conditions, such as
provision of an intimate sample, residing in a specific geographic area.

Mr. Speaker, recently, the Sentencing Act, 2026 in the United Kingdom
offers a useful point of comparison for this House. | do not know if the UK is now
following us, Mr. Speaker, because we are producing such progressive legislation
that the UK may have decided that they want to follow us. So, the Sentencing Act,
that legislation, Mr. Speaker, seeks to implement ambitious reforms to the criminal

justice system, by directly confronting the challenge of severe prison overcrowding
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and by—one second, Mr. Speaker. And calibrating sentencing practices so that
penalties imposed upon offenders, more effectively promote rehabilitation, and
contribute to the reduction of crime. These objectives are equally relevant to our
own legislative considerations.

The Sentencing Act, for example, introduced the earned progression model
for prison sentences where the court sets a fixed length for the sentence and the
defendant serves part in custody, part in the community under intensive
supervision and surveillance, and part on licence in the community. | know my
learned friend from Couva South talked about being over strict, but here we are
seeing in the UK you have gradations, you have intense supervision because
certain offenders require intense supervision. The Act gives the court the power to
implement tougher community punishment, to protect victims and to prevent
reoffending.

And, Mr. Speaker these powers involve restricting offenders from pubs,
concerts and sport matches, that is how far and gradual they have gone there. The
Act will also introduce new restriction zones, which will restrict offenders to
certain areas or regions, allowing victims of crime to travel without fear of seeing
them. We have not gone that far. Maybe, if they had given us permission to use
the ZOSO, it could have helped us.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: Another, legislative model, Mr. Speaker, is the Bahamas
Offenders (Community Service and Supervision Order) Act 1999, where at section
7, provides for the court to make a supervision order. Mr. Speaker, so | am just
saying that these measures proposed in our Bill are fully aligned with established
international standards and are no more intrusive than those adopted in comparable

jurisdictions. We have carefully calibrated to ensure there is no limitation on
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individual privacy and freedom. So, Mr. Speaker, that is why in answer to my
learned friend from Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, why probation.

Now, there was some noise made about the actual provisions that are
contained in proposed 7(4), where the court may make probation orders that
contain certain provisions and we went through all of them there were seven or
eight of them and there were some criticism levelled against those provisions. But,
Mr. Speaker, what we are doing here, we are creating options to a court, this is not
mandatory that all of these provisions are going to be implemented at one time. A
court faced with a particular situation with an offender, getting a risk assessment
from a probation officer and getting the history of that offender, will make an
order, tailor-made to that particular offender. It may choose one out of the eight,
two out of the eight or three out of the eight so it is not that all are going to be
implemented at one time. So, | hope that allays the fears of my friend with regard
to that point.

Another point raised is the resources of the Probation Office, whether or not
it can take this extra load, so to speak, if this Bill or when this Bill is passed. Mr.
Speaker, | have already explained the Probation Act was created in 1946,
amendments have been made along the way to cater to evolving situations.

When the Children Court was established by the Family and Children
Division Act, No. 6 of 2016, we did not have children probation officers. What the
Government did, they went to Cabinet and created positions for about 20 or 21 of
these children probation officers and it was granted, and they have been employed
on three-year contracts from time to time. Until the Government—the CPO I think
it is has to—the Chief Personnel Officer, let me make sure | get it correctly. The
Chief Personnel Officer’s inability to complete the reclassification exercise for the

permanent and pensionable offices of the Children’s Probation Officer I, II and III
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has hindered the DPA to fill the offices on the staff establishment. So, it is not for
want of trying. Similarly, for the Juvenile Offenders Act. Juvenile probation
officers were created. So, what | want to tell my learned friends is once this has
passed, and the courts require more probation officers, we are going to take a note
to Cabinet to employ more probation officers. We are not going to put the load on
the existing probation officers. So, rest assured, my friends, that we are
resourcing, and we are going to make sure that this works.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: Now, with regard to the economics of the prison system, | will
just give a bit of information, which might be startling to most of us here. The
budget allocated for the prison service, Mr. Speaker—Ilet us see what we have here.
It is $740-something million a year. $740-something million a year. $764,871,200
a year, prison service. We have 3,346 inmates. Out of that, 27 per cent, less than
one third would be convicted, that is the statistics.

When you work it out in the wash, Mr. Speaker, what happens is that the
basic cost to house one prisoner for the year, when you work out all the figures,
amounts to $221,316.90, one prisoner for the year. Think about what you can do
with $221,316.90, that by itself should cause all right-thinking members in the
society and in this House—well, | see we have gotten the support of the other side
but what else can you do with that money in the society that demands so much in
terms of social services.

5.30 p.m.

And therefore, | have a note here, if 73 of this—73 per cent because 73 is
going to walk free—is to hold prisons awaiting trial, each of that is an average of
$558 million that is wasted every year because you are not going to get a

conviction. Mr. Speaker, we can do more with that money in Trinidad and
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Tobago. We can do more. We can provide so much social services. We can
provide education. We can do so much more with this money.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Trinidad and Tobago have waited far too long for
the meaningful reform of our probation system. This Government has listened and
we have heeded the call for change. The Bill now before this honourable House
seeks precisely to strike that necessary balance between the rights of the offender
and the wider community interests. The introduction of split sentencing is
intended to expand the capacity of our courts and to devise sentencing options that
appropriately reconcile punitive requirements with structured rehabilitative
interventions. And | must really commend my colleagues, Ms. Mohit and Mr.
Alexander, for—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj:—the amount of rehabilitative steps and measures and
programmes that they have put in place. Congratulations on behalf of the people
of Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Maharaj: In doing so, the proposed framework aims to alleviate
long-standing systemic challenges, particularly the persistent issue of
overcrowding within our nation’s prisons. The people of Trinidad and Tobago
have said that they have waited too long for substantive and lasting reform. This
Bill carefully and deliberately achieves a proper balance between accountability
and opportunity, between punishment and rehabilitation, and between the
protection of individual rights and the advancement of the collective good. Let us
give those in our society, Mr. Speaker, a second, or even a third chance. Thank
you. Mr. Speaker, | beg to move.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a second time.
Bill committed to a committee of the whole House.
House in committee.
Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill
Clause 5.
Question proposed: That clause 5 stand part of the Bill.
Mr. Chairman: Port of Spain South.
Mr. Scotland SC: In accordance with the circulating amendment, we are
proposing that we insert a clause 6 that reads:
The Court is empowered to impose a monetary fine as part of, or in lieu of,
a probation order, particularly in cases involving minor, non-violent
offences.
The rationale for that is, as was stated before, that you kindly give the court a little
more leeway and it may reduce the time for the probation. That is our suggestion,
Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: Because it is one clause, can we deal with the proposed (b) and
(c) together—
Mr. Scotland SC: Yes.
Mr. Chairman:—so that we will be saved some time?
Mr. Scotland SC: Mr. Chairman, we would want to insert a new section 3 that
will read as follows:
3A. The combined duration of imprisonment and probation shall not
exceed a proportionate statutory cap.
3B. The Court requires a mandatory judicial review of probation

conditions every 12 months.
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3C. The Probationer has a clear statutory right to challenge conditions,

extensions and enforcement actions.

These are all our proposed amendments and they all relate to clause 5, Mr.
Chairman.
Mr. Chairman: AG, Minister.
Sen. Jeremie SC: Chair, we thank the Member for Port of Spain South on his
thoughtful suggestions, but we were unable to agree to any of them. With respect
to C., if I could start with the last first, we think that there is already, because of the
statute and the statutory basis on which probation would lie, there would be a
recourse to, as of necessity, judicial review, public law remedies.
In respect of B., we think that the Minister’s contribution in which he referred to
Benjamin v R, we think that the imposition of a monetary fine is really punitive in
nature and not consistent with the reform objective which underpins the law. In
any event, of course, the law is meant to allow for both reform and punishment.
So, as a matter of policy, we do not agree.
Mr. Scotland SC: Chairman, we just put it to the vote.

Question, on amendment, put and negatived.
Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clauses 6 to 15 ordered to stand part of the Bill
Question put and agreed. That the Bill be reported to the House. House resumed.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Question put: That the Bill be now read a third time.
Hon. Member: Division
Mr. Speaker: A division having been called for, the Clerk will take the division.
The House voted: Ayes 34
AYES
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Morris, Hon. W.
Benjamin, Hon. M.
Sobers, Hon. S
Watts, Hon. P.
Seecheran, Hon. Dr. R.
Kesar, Hon. E.
Elder, Hon. C.
Sam, Ms. S.
Narinesingh, H.
Roopnarine, Dr. N.
Gosine, Dr. C.
Thomas, D.
Sampson, J.
Gonzales, M.
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Young SC, S.
Scotland SC, K.
de Nobriga, S.
Manning, B.
Marcelle, K.
Des Vignes, H.
Romain, D.
Persad-Bissessar SC, Hon. K.
Question agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.
5.45 p.m.
JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT

Public Administration and Appropriations Committee
Special Report on the Conduct of a Member
(Presentation)

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, before | call on the Leader of the House, you would
have received a supplemental Order Paper. 1 now call on the Member for
Aranguez/St. Joseph.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Justice (Hon. Devesh Maharaj): Mr. Speaker, | have the
honour to lay:
Special Report of the Public Administration and Appropriations Committee,
First Session, Thirteenth Parliament on the conduct of a Member.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Speaker: Leader of the House.
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
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Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker. | beg to move
that this House do now adjourn to a date to be fixed.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, before | put the question on the adjournment, leave
has been granted for two matters to be raised on the Motion for the Adjournment of
the House. | now call on the Member for Diego Martin North/East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Diego Martin North/East Water Supply
(Measures Taken to Improve)

Mr. Colm Imbert (Diego Martin North/East): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The last
time | raised this matter or a similar matter, the Minister of Public Utilities threw a
tantrum, screamed at me, and did not address a single issue. His contribution was
to

read out some newspaper article, which quoted anonymous sources, and therefore,
had no factual basis, but he did not deal with the issues. So, | am hopeful that on
this occasion the Minister will deal with the issues.

There are a number of water supply projects in my constituency, in the
constituency of Diego Martin North/East, which | am on record as saying has had
water problems for the entire period that | have been a Member of Parliament, so,
hopefully the Minister would be aware of that, including the periods when the
UNC was in Government and the periods when the PNM was in Government, and
there is a reason for that, Mr. Speaker.

In Diego Martin North/East, we are at the end of the line. There is a
reservoir in the Caroni-Arena. There is a reservoir in Hollis, which is up in the
northeastern part of the country, and there is a reservoir in Navet, which is in the

southern part of the country, just north of Rio Claro. But there is no reservoir, no
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dam, no surface-water source in the northwestern part of the constituency and the
northwestern part of the country, and therefore, we are at the end of the line. My
constituency is complicated because it has a number of mountainous areas. This
requires pumps, tanks, and robust pipelines. Now, in the period that we were in
Government, a lot of work was done by my predecessor in the Ministry, for which
| thank—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert:—MP Gonzales, | thank him. A lot of work was done, addressing,
addressing—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, | knew they would behave like this. Could you
quiet them down, please?

Mr. Speaker: Alright. Itis quiet now. Let us move on.

Mr. C. Imbert: Well, | hope so. So that, for example, the Maraval Water Works
is the oldest water supply facility in the country. It is a tiny little water supply
system that was intended, when it was first constructed so many years ago, to
service maybe 500 to 1000 people. It now serves 10,000 people. | have 30,000
voters and about 35,000 constituents, Mr. Speaker. Most of my constituency is
mountainous. Most of my constituency has to rely on wells, pumps, and tanks.
During the period that the MP for Arouca/Lopinot was the Minister, we were able
to create a tank farm at the top of Paramin, one of the most mountainous areas in
my constituency, and now the upper part of Paramin is fed by gravity feed.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: It is a remarkable achievement; the proper approach. But there

were a number of projects that were in train. Contracts were awarded before the
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general election. Another area in my constituency is in the St. James area,
Dundonald Hill, and a contract was awarded in April of 2025, to replace the
pipeline on Dundonald Hill so that we could do another gravity feed project from
the top of Dundonald Hill coming down. They cancelled that contract; contract
awarded, they cancelled it. The Maraval Water Works, the old, ancient Maraval
Water Works, was being upgraded, with about 60 per cent of the work done. By
April 2025, they suspended the contract.

Mr. Speaker, | would like the Minister to tell me what you are doing to deal
with the water supply contracts that you have been cancelled, stopped, truncated,
suspended, and abandoned in the constituency of Diego Martin North/East. What
are you doing to improve the water supply for the people of Fairways? For the
people of Moka? For the people of Haleland Park? Bellevue? Dundonald Hill—?
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: Morne Coco Road, Cameron, Paramin, River Estate, Bagatelle?
All of which work has stopped in the last 12 months, just came to an end, contracts
aborted, contractors sent home, contracts abandoned. We have had no water for
the last year, Mr. Speaker. Prior to that, a lot of work was done, and | would like
the Minister to give me some idea. “I doh want platitudes. I doh want old talk. I
doh want bacchanal. I doh want la couray.” I would like to know what this
Minister is doing.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: He has been in Government for a year. What are you doing?
Deal with the areas | have called: Diego Martin, Morne Coco Road, Le Platte
Village, Paramin, Fairways, Moka, and Bellevue. La Seiva has not had water for

six months. What are you doing? “Doh come here with no old talk for me today.”
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Leader of the House.

The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Mr. Speaker. They say if you do not laugh,
you will cry.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, as the old adage says, if you do not laugh, you
will cry. After listening to the presentation made by the Member for Diego Martin
North/East once more, it was almost laughable, but it is a very sad situation to
know that the Member for Diego Martin North/East is seeking, in his Motion,
meaningful solutions to the water supply problems in the constituency of Diego
Martin North/East on one side of his mouth, and then admits on the other side of
his mouth
he has been the MP for Diego Martin North/East for 34 years and the problem
continues to persist, when out of the 34 years he served Diego Martin North/East,
at least 75 per cent of those 34 years, he was a Minister of Government, ten years
as the Minister of Finance responsible for financing these water projects, but yet
absolutely nothing for the people of Diego Martin North/East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, if shameless had a face, it would be the Member
for Diego Martin North/East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, all | heard from the Member from Diego Martin
North/East was contract, contract, contract, and contractor. It seems that the only
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thing that the Member for Diego Martin North/East is interested in is contracts and
contractors.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: | am almost certain colleagues up and down this Bench can
tell you why, in terms of who they chose to pay, who they chose not to pay, who
they chose to engage, whether it is friend, financier, or family, and he knows very
well when we talk about family, those who were engaged for the sake of the
dishing out contracts and pocketing money at the expense of taxpayers in this
country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | want to turn your attention to an article called
“Colm promises relief from water woes”, and this is what the Member had to say,
noting that he spent the last 10 years in administration, he said:

“I am so happy now to get out in the field, touch people.”
So, for 10 years, you were not interested in touching people? Mr. Speaker, he went
on to say, nothing that he had done in the past, Mr. Speaker, will give him greater
relief.

“Interviewed by reporters afterwards, Imbert said water supply had been the

biggest problem he had to deal with in his constituency in the last 33 years.”
Mr. Speaker, the PNM has been in office for at least 50 years in this country, Colm
over 34 years as a Member of Parliament, Member for Diego Martin North/East,
and yet still, no resolve. But, Mr. Speaker, | will tell what the track record is for
Members opposite in the water sector, as it relates to material and supplies, things
that were meant to fix the problem in Diego Martin North/East, Diego Martin

West, and Diego Martin Central.
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Mr. Speaker, if we turn our attention to the Draft Estimates of the Revenue
and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies, 2021, under the
Member for Diego Martin North/East cut $330 million in that area. Draft
Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar
Bodies, 2022, cut $240,140,000 in that area. Draft Estimates of the Revenue and
Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies, 2023, cut $130,471,000.
Draft Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and
Similar Bodies, 2024 cut $246, 000, 641. Draft Estimates of the Revenue and
Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies, 2025, WASA, cut,
$286,697.

Mr. Speaker, when the Member Diego Martin North/East wants to know
why the same water treatment facilities he has spoken about, the same pumps he
has spoken about, have not been fixed in the last 10 years and we inherited such a
derelict condition of pumps and water facilities, this is the reason why: No
maintenance, no upkeep, and no investment in the water sector.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: But, Mr. Speaker, let me tell you what they did in anticipation
of the general election 2025. After cutting for six consecutive years, increased in
24, °25, $172,000,000, but the people of Diego Martin North/East and all of
Trinidad and Tobago saw through the political mamaguy and relegated them to the
Opposition Bench.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | want to tell you what we are doing to help the
people of Diego Martin North/East. Mr. Speaker, last week | spoke about—in the
constituency for Diego Martin North/East there was a project that was promised,
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the Member for Diego Martin North/East repeated ad nauseam again, the same
project that they promised the people of Diego Martin North/East and northwest
Trinidad for the last six years, | can tell you that the installation of 1,000 metres of
150 millimetres 6-inch PVC from Factory Road Booster Station to the end of Wee
Road No. 2, replacing existing 150 millimetres, 6-inch asbestos pipelines on
Factory Road.

Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]

Hon. B. Padarath: | am talking about all of Diego Martin. So, we are talking
about fixing the whole problem, not just by you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Because people in Diego Martin Central, whom you do not
represent, and you quarrelling, “Who are you talking about now?”” they are people
too. The people in Diego Martin West, they are people too. So what you failed to
do in your own constituency, we are fixing across the length and breadth of Diego
Martin.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Diamond Vale, that is prone to leakage resulting in low
pressure and flows to customers, the project will reduce unaccounted for water,
Improve pressures, and increase the level of service to customers. Additionally, in
Factory Road, Diego Martin, installation of 1.6 kilometres of 150-millimetres 6-
inch PVC pipelines to replace the existing undersized 100-millimetres 4-inch
pipeline along Sea Trace, Bagatelle that is prone to leakage. This project will
increase pipeline capacity, reduce unaccounted for water, improve pressures, and
increase the level of service to customers on Sea Trace, Bagatelle. Mr. Speaker,

the same pumps that the hon. Member spoke about, | have spoken to WASA about
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identifying the funding. Those were the same, the same pumps, Mr. Speaker, that
they left unattended for 10 years, but come today to cry crocodile tears, crocodile
tears.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

6.00 p.m.

Hon. B. Padarath: The Member for Couva North and | have been talking about
what has been happening with a number of the leakages, dilapidated infrastructures
and the pumps that need replacing in those areas.

We have given the commitment, Mr. Speaker. As | said, it is not a flip of a
switch; we are committed to fixing the problems and getting some help with
respect to the pumps.

Mr. Speaker, | am very happy to report that earlier today when | answered a
question saying that the motors failed when we switched on the much-needed El
Socorro Booster Station— Today they tried for a second and third time. They
have been able to fix the problem and that EI Socorro Booster Station will now add
to the complement of water going into parts of north-west Trinidad. | thank you
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B Padarath: And, Mr. Speaker, that is performance. To the Member for
Port of Spain South, that is performance.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for San Fernando East.

Inadequate Water Supply
(Pleasantville Community)

Mr. Brian Manning (San Fernando East): Mr. Speaker, “de people want water”.
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That is the cry you will hear up and down this country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning: Every time we come here to this Chamber to talk to this
Minister of Public Utilities about the epic failure that is the water supply in this
country, all “we hearing is PNM, PNM, PNM.” This Minister does more to
promote the PNM than anybody in the PNM. Because he is always talking about
us, that is the problem. The problem that this Government finds itself in is that
one, they want to say the PNM did nothing and then at the same time take credit
for all of the PNM’s performance, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, under the previous Minister of Public Utilities,
one who was actually doing his job, the MP for Arouca/Lopinot, we had something
called the Community Water Improvement Programme, which Pleasantville fell
under. If you know Pleasantville in San Fernando East—

Mr. Speaker: | will get to that at some point in time.

Mr. B. Manning: Thank you, yes, appreciated. Pleasantville has had water issues
because of its elevated terrain, especially in those areas. It has been a challenge.
So, in 2021, with the advent of the Community Water Improvement Programme,
Pleasantville was scheduled for work. The Member and myself, we did extensive
work, everything was done, surveys were completed, everything was ready to be
done, Mr. Speaker. The programme would have promised an enhanced water
supply, Mr. Speaker. It would provide 24/7 water to the people of Pleasantville. It
would have assisted over 5,000 residents in the Pleasantville community. All it
required was the programme to be funded.

Mr. Speaker, last year, right here in this Chamber, in the Standing Finance

UNREVISED



Inadequate Water Supply o 2026.04.17
(Pleasantville Community)

Mr. B. Manning (cont’d)

Committee, | asked the Member before the national community: Will the people
of Pleasantville have this project done within this fiscal year? The Member said
that, under the UNC, even the people of San Fernando East will win. He made a
promise to the people of Pleasantville right here in this Chamber. Mr. Speaker, to
date, to date, nothing has been done by this Minister of Public Utilities.

Mr. Speaker: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning: What we have also found out is that this Line Item, which was
in the national budget, has not miraculously been funded. So we want to know, is
it that the Minister of Finance has been deceiving this Minister of Public Utilities,
or did he make a promise to the people of Pleasantville that he knew he could not
keep? That is what we want to know.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning: And, like my colleague from Diego Martin, we are tired of the
“ole talk” too, Mr. Speaker. “It is just ole talk, ole talk, ole talk”. We want to
know what is being done, when it is being done, and why it has not been done.
You have been in office over a year now. Time to stop the “ole talk” and get to
work. Time to perform. And, | am not talking about your Hyatt performance—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning:—where even your Prime Minister said, if she was there she
would have booed you. | was home booing, do not worry, | am sure you heard me.
Okay? That is what we need, Mr. Speaker. The people of Pleasantville deserve to
have water. They have been waiting. We have people having to wake up at 4
o’clock, 3 o’clock in the morning to fill buckets to get to work. The programme—
we want to know when this will be completed. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister.

The Minister in the Ministry of Public Utilities (Hon. Clyde Elder): “Yuh go
get water now. Is water yuh go get. Is wetting yuh want? Is wetting yuh go get, if
1s water yuh want.”

Mr. Speaker, the Member for San Fernando East says “all he hearing is
PNM, PNM, PNM.” Well if San Fernando East has been PNM since 1956, to
now, “all dey go hear is PNM, PNM, PNM.” But, let me tell you something.
Unlike you all, this Government is not a wicked, vindictive, spiteful, arrogant
Government.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: This Government, this Government will ensure that every single
constituency, even yours, even yours, is treated fairly and equitably. This
Government will do that. This Government will do that.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Calm down, calm down.

Hon. C. Elder: So, you, you come here as if you now come into office and you
meet a problem that somebody else put. “Is you put de problem dey!”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Let me talk to the people of San Fernando East, of which
Pleasantville is included.

Mr. Manning: You now know that.

Hon. C. Elder: For all those years you voted PNM, at the next election give
yourself a chance and vote UNC please.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Because Pleasantville is love, love, love, love, love, love. But,
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Mr. Speaker, somewhere in all the rambling from San Fernando East, somewhere
in all the rambling from San Fernando East, there must have been a Motion. I
really not too sure what the Motion is.”
Hon. Members: [Continuous interruption and crosstalk]
Hon. C. Elder: “Because all | hear is rambling, rambling. | eh even know what
the matter is. Up to now you ain say what the matter is.” But I want to say this. |
want to say this, Mr. Speaker. | wish—
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC: They are just totally shouting. You are disturbing;
we cannot listen. | am standing on a Standing Order. | want to hear the Member
for La Brea.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, | am advised by WASA that the water improvement
programme in Pleasantville is well on its way. | am also advised that the project
remains a priority intervention due to the condition of the existing transmission
infrastructure, which experiences approximately 38 leaks per year. “Dem do dat.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. C. Elder: The proposed works, Mr. Speaker, involve replacement of an
aged 150-millimetre asbestos cement pipeline, which we will now upgrade, listen
to this, which we will now upgrade to a 200-millimetre and 300-millimetre PVC
pipeline along the key corridors including Pleasantville Circular and Chaconia
Avenue, which upgrade is intended to one, reduce leakage and non-revenue water
loss; two, improve system pressures; and three, increase the overall capacity and
reliability of the network within the Pleasantville area.

| am further advised, Mr. Speaker, that preliminary activities including

surveying, engineering design, and preparation of bills of quantities and cost
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estimates have been completed. You want to know when? “Some of it done
ahready, it going on. Daz when.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, the Authority has advised me as well that the
standard project alignment to ensure sustainable financial and structured execution
does not represent any cessation of the project.

When he started speaking, he said the project was there, it was just to be funded. It
was there under them, but just to be funded. So we now have to find the money to
fund your project. You left the people abandoned for years, did nothing for them,
and then are coming here to pretend that you care about the people of San
Fernando East. You do not care, you never cared, and you still do not care.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: You never cared. So, Mr. Speaker, when they come here playing
Pontius Pilate and they say they have clean hands, the dirtiest set of hands you can
find it on that side.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: They are hypocritical. And, what is worse, Mr. Speaker, what is
worse, that Member of San Fernando East was a Minister in the Ministry of
Finance. He has the audacity to come in this Parliament to say that the project
was supposed to be funded. “Well, why yuh did not fund it?”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: But you see, Mr. Speaker, if he was more concerned about the
people of San Fernando East than he was about basketball, maybe they would have
gotten more water than they are getting right now in “dey” pipe.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, | want to assure the people of Pleasantville, San
Fernando East, that this Government, despite all of what they might be trying to
portray, that this Government is a Government for every single citizen of Trinidad
and Tobago.

So | want to assure them that an active and high-priority project and efforts
are ongoing to advance the implementation in the shortest possible time frame.
When it started, | told you before, if you were listening, if you were listening, that
it already started and the works are ongoing. So, Pleasantville, relief is coming to
you from this Government of Kamla Persad-Bissessar and this Government that
cares.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. C. Elder: We are coming with some relief. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned accordingly.

Adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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