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A display of Trinidad and Tobago’s cultural and political heritage

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Artists & Collectors

The Rotunda Gallery is inviting submissions for our exhibition titled “Still: Life in the
Caribbean” which explores the beauty and significance of everyday objects found in Trinidad

and Tobago. The exhibition will be held from Monday 4t May to Friday 29t May 2026.

Inspirational Tags

Trinidad and Tobago; Still Life Art; Caribbean Life; Caribbean History; Caribbean Culture;
Cultural Heritage; Cultural Identity; Domestic Life; Memories; Power; Labour; Consumerism;
Rituals; Domestic Items; Everyday Items; Calabash Bowls; Enamel Cups; Coal Pot; Crochet
Tablecloth; Local Food; Agricultural Items; Cocoa Pods; Coconuts; Sugar Cane; Rural Life;
Fishing Nets; Baskets; Banana Leaves; Cultural Items; Spiritual Items; Prayer Lamp; Incense;

Drums; Cowrie Shells; Colonial References; Rum Bottles; Bitters; Old Coins; Newspapers.

The Vision

Still life! is one of the oldest genres in art history and has been used to capture the quiet
presence of everyday objects while conveying deeper narratives about identity, time, power,
beauty, and place. The Egyptians created the earliest known still-life paintings in the 15th

century BCE. Funerary paintings of food, including crops, fish, and meat, have been

1 still life is a genre of art depicting an arrangement of inanimate objects as its subject, typically featuring natural items like
food, flowers, or man-made objects like vases, books, and utensils. Derived from the Dutch word ‘stilleven,’ it allows artists
to study composition, lighting, and texture while often carrying deep symbolic meaning.



discovered in ancient burial sites. The most famous ancient Egyptian still life was discovered
in the Tomb of Menna, a site whose walls were adorned with exceptionally detailed scenes of
everyday life. However, it was not until during the Renaissance in Europe that still life became
a distinct genre. In the late 16th century, particularly in the Netherlands and Italy, artists
began to focus on everyday objects in their work, which marked a shift from the dominant
themes of religion and mythology. In contemporary art, still life has evolved beyond technical
representation into an experimental space. Artists are using this particular genre to focus on
themes like consumerism, identity, and politics. Objects are no longer neutral; they are given

social, historical, and emotional meaning.

Within a Caribbean context, still life becomes especially significant. Many of the objects that
populate our daily lives, like cassava, breadfruit, cocoa pods, calabash bowls, market baskets,
religious offerings, spices, and rum bottles, are deeply intertwined with histories of migration,
colonialism, trade, and cultural resilience. Taking these objects and bringing them to the
forefront gives the viewer a form of cultural documentation and visual archiving. In society,
history is often carried through storytelling, ritual, or everyday practice. Still life painting
offers a way to preserve tangible culture, capturing objects that hold memory, identity, and

meaning across generations.

The Rotunda Gallery invites artists to present still life through a Caribbean lens, focusing on
objects that are familiar within Trinidad and Tobago’s domestic, cultural, and economic
themes. From market produce and household items to cultural artefacts and spiritual items,
artists are encouraged to reflect on how these objects speak to who we are and where we come
from through realism or abstraction. Through still life, artists offer new ways of seeing the
Caribbean not only as a place of spectacle and vibrant colour but also as a lived space shaped

by resilience, memory, and history.

Important Notes
% All visual art genres are acceptable (painting, photography, drawing,
sculpture, prints, fabric art, collage, installation art, digital art).
% Submissions for this call are open to citizens/residents of Trinidad and Tobago.
% There is no submission fee, but artists and collectors will be responsible for

framing, transport, and insurance of their artwork.
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No nudity, sexual content, violence, hatred, or propaganda allowed.

The final decision on whether your artwork will be exhibited is at the sole
discretion of the Office of the Parliament Rotunda Gallery Committee.

Artists and Collectors may be invited to exhibit by the Office of the Parliament
Rotunda Gallery Committee or solicited through a Call to Artists.

The Office of the Parliament will, at the Artist’s request, make contact
information available to persons interested in purchasing the artwork. All sales

and related negotiations are the sole responsibility of the Artist.

Important Dates

Activity Date

Call for Submissions Monday 234 March, 2026

Email Submission deadline of artwork | Sunday 26t April, 2026
and other supporting documents to
rotundagallery@ttparliament.org

Selection Notification via email Tuesday 28th April, 2026

Submission Guidelines and Requirements

Proof of Trinidad and Tobago citizenship/residence (National ID/DP/
Passport/Birth Certificate).
Contact information (name, phone number, email address).

A brief Artist Statement (not exceeding 300 words).

An explanation of each piece submitted (not exceeding 150 words per piece).
Images should be at least 300 dpi.

Artists can submit a MAXIMUM of three (3) pieces of work.

Documents must be submitted electronically to

rotundagallery@ttparliament.org in MS Word format and images of work must

be in JPEG format. See title examples below on how to name files:
o John Doe_National ID
o John Doe_Still_Life_2026_24x44inches
o John Doe_Artist Statement_2026

Collectors must submit proof of ownership of the artwork being submitted.
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% All artwork submitted must be authentic, original and done by the artist
submitting the work.
** You are required to submit the title, medium, yvear, size, and price of artwork.

The Selection Process

The Office of the Parliament Rotunda Gallery Committee will make the selections for

the “Still: Life in the Caribbean” Exhibition at its discretion.
Frequently Asked Questions for Exhibitions at the Rotunda Gallery
1. WHO CAN SUBMIT WORKS? Any citizen/resident of Trinidad and Tobago.
2. WHAT CAN I SUBMIT? Artists and collectors can submit up to three (3) pieces
of work in any medium of visual arts, which includes painting, photography,

drawing, prints, fabric art, collage, installation art, digital art or other. No

nudity, sexual content, violence, hatred, or propaganda. Unsuitable works will

not be accepted.

3. ICANNOT COMPLETE ARTWORK BY THE DEADLINE, ARE THERE ANY
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES? Yes, the Rotunda Gallery exists as an exhibition
space to display Trinidad and Tobago’s cultural and political heritage. Follow
the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago and Rotunda Gallery on Facebook,

Instagram, and Twitter for future Call for Submissions.

4. HOW MANY WORKS CAN I SUBMIT? Artists may submit up to THREE (3)
pieces of artwork unless specific permission has been granted to submit a

collection.

5. WHAT IS THE SIZE LIMITATION? The maximum size is 60 inches in height
and 72 inches in width.



6. WILL THE ARTWORK BE INSURED? It is the responsibility of the artist or the
collector to arrange all insurance. While every effort will be made to ensure that
artworks submitted are handled carefully and well protected, all artworks

should be insured door to door by the participating artist or collector.

7. HOW WILL I KNOW WHETHER MY WORK HAS BEEN SELECTED? You

will receive an email informing you of the status of your submission.

8. DOIHAVE TO FRAME MY ARTWORK? For the initial electronic submission,
the artwork can be unframed. Once you receive the email advising of the
selection of your piece(s), you may proceed to the framing phase to prepare your

work for submission day. All selected works must be professionally/tastefully

mounted and ready for hanging or installation in the Rotunda Gallery.

9. WHAT CAN I EXPECT ON FINAL SUBMISSION DAY? Artists are required
to bring in their work(s), ready to hang or display. The labels and submission
form will be provided in the notification email. All documents should be

completed in advance and submitted with artwork.

10. WHAT ARE THE GALLERY HOURS? The gallery is open from 9 am. - 4
p-m., Mondays to Fridays to facilitate walk-ins or scheduled appointments. The
exhibition will be shown online @rotundagallerytt on Facebook and
@rotundagallery on Instagram and Tik Tok. To book an appointment, call 624-
7275 ext. 2314 /2365 or 701-6133.

11. ICANNOT COLLECT MY ARTWORK IN THE WINDOW PROVIDED CAN
I AUTHORISE SOMEONE TO COLLECT ON MY BEHALF? Yes. We DO
NOT have a facility to store unclaimed works. Please arrange to collect your
works within the window provided. If you are designating someone to collect
your artwork you must send us an email with the person’s name, and they must

provide photo ID on arrival.
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