Leave of Absence (cont’d) 2026.02.27

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 27, 2026
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
. LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member | have received communication from the Hon.
Vandana Mohit, Member for Chaguanas East, and Mr. Joel Sampson, Member for
Tobago West, who have requested leave of absence from today’s Sitting of the
House. The leave which the Members seek is hereby granted.
CIVIL DIVISION BILL, 2026
Bill to make jurisdiction for matters of a civil nature exercisable in a division
of the Judiciary to be known as the “Civil Division” and to make jurisdiction for
specified civil matters exercisable in a subdivision of the Civil Division known as
the “Civil Court”, to make jurisdiction for small-valued claims exercisable in a
sub-division of the “Civil Division” to be known as the “Small Claims Courts”, to
make jurisdiction for estates administration business exercisable in a sub-division
of the Civil Division known as the “Estates Administration Office” and for related
matters, brought from the Senate [The Attorney General]; read the first time.
PAPERS LAID
1. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the
Financial Statements of the Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Committee for the
year ended September 30, 2009. [The Minister of Finance and Minister in the
Ministry of Planning, Economic Affairs and Development (Hon.
Davendranath Tancoo)]
2. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the
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Papers Laid (cont’d) 2026.02.27

financial statements of the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago for the year ended September 30, 2025. [Hon. D.
Tancoo]
Papers 1 and 2 to be referred to the Public Accounts Committee.

3. Annual Audited Financial Statements of the National Quarries Company
Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 2021. [Hon. D. Tancoo]
To be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises) Committee.

4. Administrative Report of the National Enterprises Limited for the year ended
September 30, 2024. [Hon. D. Tancoo]

5.  Annual Administrative Report of the Ministry of Finance for the fiscal year
2022/2023. [Hon. D. Tancoo]

6. Report on the Operations of the National Insurance Board of Trinidad and
Tobago and its Audited Financial Statements for the financial year ended June
30, 2025. [Hon. D. Tancoo]
To be referred to the Public Accounts Committee

7. Report of the Youth Training and Employment Partnership Programme
(YTEPP) Limited for the fiscal year 2021/2022. [The Minister of Public
Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Hon. Barry
Padarath)]

PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS
Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.

CARICOM Arrest Warrant Treaty
(Legislation for)

Mr. Marvin Gonzales (Arouca/Lopinot): In light of public statements made by
the Prime Minister of Barbados rejecting the claim that Mr. Brent Thomas was
“kidnapped” from Barbados, and given that Trinidad and Tobago has ratified but
not yet operationalised the CARICOM Arrest Warrant Treaty, will the Prime
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Prime Minister’s Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

Minister inform this House if/when the Government intends to bring to Parliament,
legislation to give effect to the CARICOM Arrest Warrant Treaty?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Thank you hon.
Speaker. | know this question is filed by the Member for Arima, but thank you for
raising it, and I will not refuse to answer it, as you did last time, because | was not
here. The answer to this question is very simple. The answer is yes. Thank you
very much.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot. Oh, sorry, my apologies. Member
for Arima, | did not realize.

Blue Wave Harmony
(Service to Tobago Seabridge)

Ms. Pennelope Beckles (Arima): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Hon.
Prime Minister, can the Prime Minister sate whether the Blue Wave Harmony has
returned to service the seabridge to Tobago? Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister (Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: | think, as | answer this question, let us be
reminded there are five boats servicing this Tobago seabridge, five. Blue Wave,
Spirit, Buccoo Reef, APT James and the Galleons Passage, and Blue Wave, yes, as
well. And | am advised by the hon. Minister that these four, apart from the Blue
Wave, that they are going with about 50 per cent passenger capacity and about 70
per cent cargo occupancy, and the Blue Wave, the Minister has advised, in fact, it is

currently loading with a 2.00 pm departure from Port of Spain.
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Prime Minister’s Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: So all can carry cargo, but the cargo is not stocked
up and stockpiled at the port, because these four others have been servicing the
seabridge, and the Blue Wave, as | say, the Minister has advised is currently
loading to go to Tobago. Thank you very much, Sir.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

URGENT QUESTIONS
Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Chaguanas Police Station
(Security Breach)

Mr. Marvin Gonzales (Arouca/Lopinot): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
To the Minister of Homeland Security: In light of reports concerning the
disappearance of 2 kilogrammes of marijuana at the Chaguanas Police Station, can
the Minister state what immediate measures have been put in place by the TTPS to
prevent a recurrence of this serious security breach?

The Minister of Homeland Security (Hon. Roger Alexander): Mr. Speaker,
thanks for the question from hon. Member for Arouca/Lopinot. The Trinidad and
Tobago Police Service has taken steps to treat with the situation presently under
investigation. As a result of that, I will speak of what was done and not the
operational part of it. Daily checks in the property room by the inspector. The
station diary, as of yesterday, they received instructions that every single exhibit
must be checked on a daily basis.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. R. Alexander: The narcotics keeper, he too, must be involved in the
checking and accounting of exhibits on a daily basis. It is advised that persons

must lodge their own exhibit, which is important for the continuation of matters
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Urgent Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

that might appear before the court. The investigation is still going on, and as a
result of that, sections of the police service are doing a diligent enquiry. And
again, if persons are found wanting, they will be placed before a court to be dealt
with according to law.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Minister, in response to your
question, or rather a supplemental follow-up to your response, can you state
whether or not those features that you have just enumerated, are they new features
In response to the incident, or traditional checks and balances at the Chaguanas
Police Station?

Mr. Speaker: Minister.

Hon. R. Alexander: Mr. Speaker, established protocols, standard operating
procedures.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Minister. And Minister, having regard to
the fact that those protocols have already been in place, and yet failed as a result of
the two kilogrammes of missing marijuana, what new protocols have been put in
place to prevent the recurrence of this matter?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Minister, that is simply another way of asking the same question
already asked. | recognize that perhaps you might have been belabouring under
the misapprehension that it is a new question. So | am going to ask you, if you

have another question, ask it. But that is the same question you asked. So ask
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Urgent Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

away, thank you.

Mr. Gonzales: Speaker, | am asking a supplemental question based on the
response by the Minister. | am asking the Minister that having regard to his
response, that protocols and standing operating procedures have been in place—
Mr. Speaker: All right, | have it. So that means you do not have a new question.
Let us move.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker | am about to—

Mr. Speaker: Are you going to ask a new question or are you going to repeat
this?

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, | am—

Mr. Speaker: All right, well, ask a new question.

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Minister, the question is that
having regard to this breach and your response, what has the TTPS put in place to
prevent any further missing exhibits from that station?

Mr. Speaker: Minister, that is the same question. The only word you have left
out is “new”. So | am disallowing. Let us move to the next question. Port of
Spain South.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Triple Murders in Laventille
(TTPS Measures to Address)

Mr. Keith Scotland (Port of Spain South): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Hon.
Minister of Homeland Security: In light of the triple murders that took place last
night in Laventille, can the Minister of Homeland Security state what immediate
and long-term measures the TTPS and the Government has put in place to address
the upsurge in murders in Trinidad and Tobago?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member, the question as approved—

UNREVISED



Urgent Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

Mr. K. Scotland: Did I omit—

Mr. Speaker: No, you added a word.

Mr. K. Scotland:—what measures the TTPS has put in place to address the
upsurge in murders in Trinidad and Tobago?

Mr. Speaker: Minister.

The Minister of Homeland Security (Hon. Roger Alexander): Mr. Speaker,
and | thank the Hon. Minister for Port of Spain South for the question.

Hon. Members: Member.

Hon. R. Alexander: Member for Port of Spain South—I am sorry. Member, you
have put me in a zone of special operations.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Hon. R. Alexander: Having said that. A meeting was held very early this
morning with the executive of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service. | can
speak to some of the strategies. However, some of them, the operationalization of
them is important, so | will refrain. Targeted operations, assistance from teams
outside, both air and other types of operations, will be conducted. Also, the
continuous investigations of gangs at the end of the SOE will play an integral part
of ongoing investigations. We will also treat the area in a particular way, almost
looks like a zone. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

1.45p.m.

Mr. Scotland SC: Mr. Speaker, supplemental question.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Scotland SC: The hon. Minster said that they will treat the area almost—and
| want to quote his words—as an operation, as a zone. Can | ask you, Mr. Speaker,
through you, what does the hon. Minister mean by that?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Urgent Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

Mr. Speaker: Minister.
Hon. R. Alexander: Mr. Speaker, all it meant was that we are on the inside of
that particular area that is quite familiar to the Member for Port of Spain, and we
intend to focus on the protection of our citizens on the inside of that area.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Scotland SC: And in so doing, Mr. Speaker, is it that the hon. Minister is
saying that they intend to suspend or infringe on the constitutional rights as—
Hon. Members: [Interruption]
Mr. Scotland SC:—{[Inaudible] by the zone.
Mr. Speaker: Port of Spain South, you know that is an impermissible question.
So let us move. That is it? Thank you. The Member for Diego Martin Central—
[Confers with the Clerk]. Leader—sorry. | am reminded by the Clerk that we have
one administrative matter to deal with.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased
to advise that all questions that appear on the Order Paper for notice will be
answered by the Government.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: | am advised that the questions filed by the Member for Port
of Spain North/St. Ann’s West have been deferred, but we are prepared to answer
all questions on the Order Paper today.
Mr. Speaker: Can | just say that the Parliament staff has received notice that the
Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West will most likely not be here to ask
his questions. He asked that it be deferred, and we have indicated that we will

defer to the next session when he is here.
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
The following questions stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr. Stuart
Young SC (Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West).

TN Ramnath and Company Limited
(Number of Lease Operator/Farm Out Agreements Granted)

44, Can the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Industries state, how many
Lease Operator Agreements and/or Farm Out Agreements has Heritage
Petroleum Company Limited granted to TN Ramnath and Company Limited
and/or any of its associated companies since May 1, 2025?

Payment of Dividends by Phoenix Park Gas Processors Ltd
(Details of)

45. With regard to the payment of dividends by Phoenix Park Gas Processors
Limited since May 1, 2025, can the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy
Industries indicate the following:

I. the total amount of dividends that have been paid to date; and
Ii. in what currency were the payments made?

Payment of Dividends by National Gas Company Limited
(Details of)

46. With regard to the payment of dividends by the National Gas Company
Limited since May 1, 2025, can the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy
Industries indicate the following:

I.  the total amount of dividends that have been paid to date; and
ii. in what currency were the payments made?
Questions, by leave, deferred.

Mr. Speaker: So, can | call on the Member for Diego Martin Central?

Social Assistance Programme
(Update on Consultant)

39. Mr. Symon de Nobriga (Diego Martin Central) asked the hon. Minister of
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) ¥ 2026.02.27
the People, Social Development and Family Services:
Could the Minister provide an update on the work of the Consultant who was
engaged to address systemic weaknesses in the administration of social
assistance programmes?
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business will answer the question in the
absence of the Minister.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the
hon. Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services, the answer
to the question is that the consultancy to which the hon. Member refers to is an
engagement with KPMG, which was initiated in 2023, following the identification
of weaknesses in existing control mechanisms governing the issuance, processing
and reconciliation of social welfare grants within the Ministry.

That engagement was not procured directly by the Ministry of the People,
Social Development and Family Services, but was facilitated through the Ministry
then known as the Ministry of Digital Transformation. KPMG was engaged to
provide forensic advisory services focused on assessing the operating environment,
supporting the administration and management of payment processes, and the
distribution of funds within the Social Welfare Division.

The scope of the consultancy includes identifying process weaknesses,
control gaps and related fraud risk, with a view to supporting corrective actions
and strengthening the overall control frameworks governing social assistance
programmes.

The engagement was structured in two phases. Phase one, which has been

completed, involved diagnostic and discovery work to identify control and
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) " 2026.02.27
operational vulnerabilities. Phase two of the engagement, which is being
conducted under the oversight of the Investigation and Compliance Unit, is
structured around four core mandates:

1. the qualification of financial exposure;

2. the review of control and business processes;

3. the assessment of data integrity and forensic technology; and

4. the evaluation of the ICT-related risks.

To date, KPMG has progressed phase two through extensive data extraction
and validation activities, including the supervised collection of beneficiary and
transaction data from the Ministry’s 11 local boards and relevant third-party
Institutions.

However, while it is confirmed that all contractual payments related to both
phase one and phase two have been settled with KPMG, through the Ministry of
Digital Transformation, the formal submission of phase two deliverables, including
the final report, remains outstanding.

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry continues to actively and vigorously engage with
KPMG to ensure that the four core phase two mandates, which are already
contracted and paid for, are fully met and formally delivered without further delay.
Once received, the findings of the consultant’s report will guide ongoing
governance reforms, strengthen and control frameworks, and further enhance
transparency and accountability in the administration of the social assistance
programmes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Member for Diego Martin Central.
Mr. de Nobriga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Based on the Leader of Government

Business’ response, am 1 to take it that he has confirmed that the Government has

UNREVISED



Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) . 2026.02.27
paid for a service or a product for which they have not received?

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | think the hon. Member is a little hard of
hearing because | said that this was engaged since 2023. This administration did
not determine the terms and conditions to which delivery upon this specific project
was made. It would have been his administration that would have determined the
terms and the conditions.

Mr. Speaker: All right. Let us move on. Do you have another question?

Mr. de Nobriga: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: Go ahead.

Mr. de Nobriga: Mr. Speaker, again, stemming from the response, is the Leader
of Government Business saying then that the payments that were made to the
consultant were in keeping with the contractual arrangement of the engagement?
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | am confirming that the former administration
entered into this contract with KPMG and therefore, a lot of the arrangements
regarding this contract would have been negotiated by them, not this
administration. What the hon. Member for Chaguanas East has indicated to us that
the first phase has been completed. Phase two only has the financial report, which
Is outstanding, and that is where we are with respect to this particular project. It is
very easy, it is very simple to follow.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. de Nobriga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Do you have another one?

Mr. de Nobriga: | do, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Go right ahead.
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) o 2026.02.27
Mr. de Nobriga: Mr. Speaker, can the Leader of Government Business tell us
what is the cost of the second phase?

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business, is it that information you have at
hand?

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | am not the substantive Minister for this
particular area, so, therefore, | would suggest to my colleague from Diego Martin
Central to file the appropriate question and he will get an answer.

Mr. Speaker: Diego Martin Central.

Mr. de Nobriga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, my fourth supplemental then is, is the
Leader of Government Business able to give us a timeline for which the report, or
in which the report, which will mark the completion of the second phase, will be
delivered?

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.

Hon. B. Padarath: Soon.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Member for St. Ann’s East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

School Laptop Programme
(Update on)

40. Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly (St. Ann’s East) asked the hon. Minister of
Education:
With regard to the School Laptop Programme, could the Minister provide an
update on the following:
I. the number of laptops ordered;
Ii.  the number of laptops received and distributed to schools;
lii. the name of the company which was awarded the contract;

iv. the total value of the contract;
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) “ 2026.02.27
v. the cost per laptop; and
vi. the total amount paid to date, to the contractor?
Mr. Speaker: Minister of Education.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Education (Hon. Dr. Michael Dowlath): Thank you very much
for the question, Member. Mr. Speaker, in answer to Question No. 40, the six
parts, a total of 18,000 laptops, laptop bags and headsets were ordered for students
placed in Form 1, arising from the results of the 2025 SEA exams.

Part ii: To date, 18,000 devices have been received, and all eligible Form 1
students in Trinidad and Tobago have received a laptop. Promise made, promise
kept.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. M. Dowlath: Part iii: In August2025, Cabinet agreed, inter alia, that
TSTT be designated as the state enterprise to supply 18,000 laptops and
accessories for students entering Form 1 in the 2025/°26 academic year, arising
from the 2025 SEA exams.

Part iv: The total contact sum is $135million. Part v: The total cost per
laptop, laptop bag and headset is $7,500. Part v: To date, the total sum paid to
TSTT is $67,500,000. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: St. Ann’s East.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister identify the
contractor that TSTT would have awarded the contract to?

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]—you ask. Next question.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Minister of Education, the laptops were promised by the
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) " 2026.02.27
Prime Minister to be distributed in September of 2025. However, based on reports
in the media, they were distributed in—the completion started in November’25 and
was completed in February’26. Could the Minister identify why the delay in the
promise that was made?

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: It does not arise out of the primary question. Disallowed

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Minister of Education, will laptops be provided for the
students that are going into Form 1 in the new academic year?

Mr. Speaker: Disallowed, disallowed.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: All right. You can curb the exaggerated exasperation. All right?
Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, and | could understand why you might harbour such
exaggerated exasperation because you asked a very pointed question, which has six
components, none of which are relevant to the supplemental questions that you are
seeking to ask.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: And you know the rules. So, disallowed. Member for
Arouca/Lopinot.

Mr. Gonzales Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Supplemental to the Minister
of Education. Minister, can you confirm whether TSTT was the procurement
entity utilized—in response to your question—for the procurement of the laptops,
or was TSTT the contractor that was engaged for the procurement of the laptops?
Mr. Speaker: | think the answer to that has been—the question has been
answered with a sufficient degree of clarity. The question asked by the Member is

at:
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“i11. the name of the company which was awarded the contract;”

That is an entirely different question. If you want to ask that question, there is a
mechanism in the Standing Order by which you can ask that question. It does not
arise out of the answer given. You and | both know that the question you are
asking carries a very specific meaning within the legislative framework from
which that question is drawn. It does not arise in the context of this question. So,
disallowed, and that is the fourth. So we move to Question No. 41 on the Order
Paper.

2.00 p.m.

Employee Assistance Programme (EAP)
(Reason for Payment of Services)

41. Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly (Sz. Ann’s East) asked the hon. Minister of
Education:
Having regard to recent reports, can the Minister explain why teachers and
staff of the Ministry of Education were instructed to pay for services under
the Employee Assistance Programme (EAP)?
Mr. Speaker: Minister of Education.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Education (Hon. Dr. Michael Dowlath): Thank you very much,
Member, for the question, question No. 41. Mr. Speaker, no instructions were
issued by the Ministry of Education to teachers or other members of staff to pay for
services under the Employee Assistance Programme, which is referred to as the
EAP. The EAP is an employer-supported service, and the Ministry has been
addressing outstanding payment matters related to this programme.
In this regard, Mr. Speaker, when we assumed office, we inherited arrears,
substantial arrears covering the period 2023/2024, up to May 2025. These
inherited arrears have been settled at $1,145,000,250. Mr. Speaker, concerns
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) ! 2026.02.27
raised by teachers and staff may therefore have arisen in the context of these
historically outstanding payments rather than as a result of any direct issue by the
Ministry. The Ministry has ensured that the outstanding payments have been made
and the normal service arrangements restored under the programme.

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry remains fully committed to supporting the well-
being of teachers and staff, and to ensuring that the EAP services are delivered
reliably and in accordance with established contractual and administrative
arrangements. Thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: St. Ann’s East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, is the Minister
aware that as of two days ago, teachers could not access the service, as reported by
TTUTA?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member, can | just remind you of the parameters of the question
you have asked? Can | just remind you of that? This is the narrow question which
you asked:

“Having regard to recent reports, can the Minister explain why teachers and

staff of the Ministry of Education were instructed to pay for services under

the Employee Assistance Programme...?”
Access to the programme is an entirely different issue. You know very well how
to ask these questions. If you wanted such an expansive answer, you could have
framed it the way you framed the question at No. 40. You chose to circumscribe
your question in a very narrow manner. And now what you are seeking to do is

expand on that by the use—a seemingly clever use of supplemental questions,
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) . 2026.02.27
which the Minister may or may not be prepared for, and it is not fair. It is a
question of fairness. It is a question of notice.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: | understand that you do not like the lecture you are getting, you
know. | quite understand it.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: No, but—yes, | am standing here, and | quite understand that you
do not appreciate the lecture you are getting. But there is a method to asking these
questions. You have to clearly describe the parameters of the question. And you
cannot seek to avoid the narrow adumbration of the question by coming to cleverly
use supplemental questions to put it outside the scope of what you have asked.
The short answer to that is disallowed.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, can | ask for some clarification? As a point of
clarification?

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, just to clarify your ruling, | am not questioning your
ruling, most respectfully, but the Member, as all Members are entitled to ask
questions, and in accordance with the Standing Orders, ask supplemental
questions.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales: My understanding, Mr. Speaker, is that the Speaker, acting in his
capacity as the presiding officer of the House, will invoke the Standing Orders to
either allow the supplemental questions or disallow the supplemental questions.
So, why is—and we respect that because that is the practice and the proceedings of

this House, and therefore, Mr. Speaker, | am asking whether or not Members ought
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to be—

Hon. Member: Lectured.

Mr. Gonzales:—Ilectured to in the way that you are seeking to do, Mr. Speaker?
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: Because it comes across—

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of respect, with the greatest of
respect, Mr. Speaker, it comes across in a bit condescending way—

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Gonzales: And I do not believe that you intend for it to be like that.

Mr. Speaker: No, | do not. Have a seat.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Gonzales: But Mr. Speaker, what | am saying is, and with the greatest of
respect, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Alright, have a seat. | have heard you. | do not intend to be
condescending to anyone. But what | do expect is for Members to familiarize
themselves and to avail themselves of the Standing Orders.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: It is very clear, right? So, | do not intend to lecture anyone. This is
not a classroom. And | have repeatedly said so, even though at times the
behavioural paradigms which Members descend into may very well remind
ourselves of a glorified kindergarten, | have often said | do not intend to lecture
anyone. But certainly, Members must know. You have all been here longer than |
have. These Standing Orders make it very clear, and they are questions on notice.
And that is why. That is why it is a matter of procedural fairness that you be given

notice, you come prepared to answer a question, so the parameters of the answer

UNREVISED



20
Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.02.27
are well set. | do not intend to lecture anyone, and we are wasting time on this.
Let us move on. Next item on the agenda. If there are no further supplemental let
us move on. Thank you. Member for St. Ann’s East.

Ministry of Education’s Head Office
(Reports of Mould at)

42. Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly (St. Ann’s East) asked the hon. Minister of

Education:

With regard to reports of mould at the Ministry of Education’s Head Office,

can the Minister indicate:

. Whether the situation forced the temporary closure of the office for at

least three days in January 2026; and
Ii.  The impact this situation is having on staff and the operations at the
Ministry?

Mr. Speaker: Minister of Education.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Education (Hon. Dr. Michael Dowlath): Thank you very much
for the question Member. Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Education was temporarily
closed after two business hours on the following days: Monday, the 05" of
January, 2026; Tuesday, the 06" of January, 2026; and Wednesday, the 07" of
January, 2026, a total of three days due to a malfunctioning Heating, Ventilation
and Air Conditioning unit referred to as HVAC. The unit has since been repaired,
and normal operations have resumed. In collaboration with UDeCOTT, the
Ministry of Education is executing short, medium and long-term plans to ensure
the availability and reliability of the HVAC system.

Additional reports of mould-like substances have been addressed. A
sanitization company was engaged to conduct comprehensive cleaning on each

floor to ensure a safe and comfortable environment for all staff. To date, all floors
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throughout tower A and B have been cleaned. Answer to part ii. All staff are able
to perform their tasks effectively except for the scheduled day allocated for
sanitizing those respective floors. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: The questions that Nos.44 to 46 have been deferred, so we move on
to the next item on the Order Paper.
Mr. Speaker: Minister of Finance.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Report of the Operations of the National Insurance Board of
Trinidad & Tobago

The Minister of Finance and Minister in the Ministry of Planning, Economic
Affairs and Development (Hon. Davendranath Tancoo): Thank you Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | have been authorized by the Cabinet to make the
following statement on the Report of the Operations of the National Insurance
Board of Trinidad and Tobago, and the Audited Financial Statements for the
Financial Year which ended on 30" of June, 2025.

Mr. Speaker, my contribution today does not dwell on the mechanics of the
financial report. It speaks instead to the deliberate evidence-based interventions
undertaken by this Government to safeguard and stabilize the National Insurance
Fund.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Tancoo: Mr. Speaker, as you know, this fund is the bedrock of financial
security for more than 600,000 workers, pensioners, and vulnerable families whose
protection was threatened for nearly a decade under a former administration that
failed to act with the urgency—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. D. Tancoo:—and responsibility these circumstances demanded. For years,
actuarial warnings regarding the widening imbalance between contributions and
benefit payments were issued by the International Labour Organisation in their
actuarial reviews. Mr. Speaker, it is important that this honourable House
understands the extent of delay that occurred under the former administration with
respect to the Eleventh Actuarial Review of the National Insurance System.

Mr. Speaker, the Eleventh Actuarial Review was submitted to the Ministry
of Finance on October 19", 2022. Yet, astonishingly, Mr. Speaker, it was not laid
in Parliament until April 19", 2024. A delay of 18 months. Mr. Speaker, Actuarial
Reviews are not optional documents. They are primary instruments that guide
responsible decision-making for the long-term stability of the National Insurance
Fund. They alert policymakers to demographic pressures, financial imbalances
and the urgent need for intervention. But rather than laying the Review in a timely
manner, Mr. Speaker, rather than ensuring transparency, accountability and swift
response to policy decisions, Mr. Speaker, the former administration allowed it to
sit for a year and a half while the Fund continued its downward trajectory. Mr.
Speaker, that delay had consequences.

While the Review remained on the former Minister’s desk, the deficit
between contributions and benefit payments widened. The Fund continued to be
drawn down, and the warnings of nearing depletion grew more and more urgent.
This Government, under the leadership of the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, as
Prime Minister, has taken a fundamentally different approach. We do not delay
critical information. We do not withhold actuarial findings. We act decisively,
guided by data, transparency, and our duty to safeguard the National Insurance
Fund for current and future generations.

Mr. Speaker, the Eleventh Actuarial Review confirmed that the Fund faced
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progressive erosion. Continued deficits at that trajectory would have placed the
National Insurance Fund on a path towards eventual exhaustion within the next six
to seven years, or by 2033 or 2034. What would that mean? It means that our
elderly would not have been able to access pension payments, and citizens would
not have been able to get medical benefits such as financial grants, funeral grants.
That is what the PNM closed their eyes to, Mr. Speaker. That is what the PNM
refused to support, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, key operational statistics as prescribed by section 13(2A) of the
National Insurance Act during the financial year ended June 30", 2025, revealed
the following:

Contribution income amounted to $5,000.8 million; benefit expenditure

amounted to $6,628 million; unrealized losses were recorded at

approximately $246.1 million; withdrawal from the fund of $1.9 billion to
finance the national insurance deficit, and the fund balance declined from
$28,090 million in 2024 to $27,360,000.
But let me declare, Mr. Speaker, this structural imbalance did not materialize in a
single financial year. It was not an unforeseen shock. It was the cumulative
consequence of a decade of delay and denial by the former Minister of Finance to
protect this fund and our citizenry.

This failure of the PNM to make the required changes and then to turn
around and refuse to support those very same changes was reckless and deeply
irresponsible. It threatened to jeopardize lives and put the benefits at risk for both
future and current generations. And what makes this worse, Mr. Speaker, is this:
They knew exactly what would happen if they did nothing. They knew the
consequences. They knew the warning. They knew the risks. And yet they closed

their eyes and chose to do nothing. They sat on their hands and watched the
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situation deteriorate, Mr. Speaker. This was the PNM gambling with people’s
lives.

2.15 p.m.

This level of behaviour is completely unacceptable and it must be condemned in
the strongest possible terms.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Tancoo: Our country must never forget who let it reach this point and
who refused to act when action was required. Year after year, expenditure
exceeded income. Reserves were drawn down and the actuarial review’s warnings
were repeatedly ignored. The former Minister of Finance failed to take the
corrective action required to preserve this critical institution.

Mr. Speaker, during the 2025 financial year, the number of contributors
declined by 3 per cent to 473,707, while the number of beneficiaries increased by
1.8 per cent to 230,722. The number of long-term beneficiaries increased by 2.2
per cent in 2025. Payment to this group totalled 96.1 per cent of the total benefit
expenditure recorded in 2025. What does this mean? Fewer contributors, more
retirees, longer life expectancy. These are actual realities and they do not
disappear because that Government then chose inaction. The actuarial reviews
repeatedly warned that without reform the fund would move towards progressive
depletion, yet the PNM administration blatantly ignored this advice.

Mr. Speaker, when we assumed office we inherited a fund under pressure.
The measures introduced in the 2026 budget were not optional. They were
necessary, responsible and grounded in data. When reserves were being drawn
down annually, responsible leadership acts. When pension sustainability is at risk,
responsible leadership does not postpone. When the future of workers and

pensioners is on the line, responsible leadership does not play politics. Mr.
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Speaker, ignoring the actuarial advice and evidence would have been easier
politically, but it would have been reckless economically.

In confronting the structural imbalance within the national insurance system,
this Government has not shied away from making the difficult but necessary
decisions to secure the future of the National Insurance Fund. Firstly, we have
moved decisively to adjust the pensionable age upwards, gradually increasing it
from 60 to 65. This phased approach, starting on January 01, 2028, aligns the age
at which beneficiaries qualify for full NIS retirement benefits with broader
demographic and fiscal realities. Independent analysts have weighed in. Ernst &
Young and PricewaterhouseCoopers have affirmed that this measure was both
necessary and responsible to ensure the long-term sustainability of the National
Insurance Scheme in the face of an ageing population and rising dependency ratios.

Second, we have implemented an incremental increase in the national
insurance contribution rate with a modest increase of 3 per cent, which took effect
on January 05, 2026, a move that directly strengthens revenue flows into the fund
and helps to restore balance between contributors and benefit payments. By
increasing the pensionable age, we ensure that the fund can sustain retirement
benefits for future retirees without prematurely depleting reserves. By increasing
contributions, we bolster the inflows so that support is not just for retirement
pensions but maternity and survivor’s benefits, protections upon which families
across Trinidad and Tobago depend.

Mr. Speaker, combined, these reforms help to slow the rate at which
liabilities grow faster than revenues, preserve the accumulated reserves of the
National Insurance Fund, and protect the promise of social insurance for today’s
workers and tomorrow’s retirees. This is prudent governance. This is the UNC

governance, responsible, forward-thinking, and anchored in data-driven evidence,

UNREVISED



Statements by Ministers * 2026.02.27
Hon. D. Tancoo (cont’d)
not delay.

Mr. Speaker, many may comment on the lateness of the laying of this report.
However, let the record show that for nine of the last 10 years, under the former
administration, the annual report of the National Insurance Board was laid beyond
the statutory deadline. Even if this report had been laid on the earliest possible
day, the actual reality would not have changed. The actual reality that that report
contained would not have changed. The fund was depleting, the imbalance was
widening, and the trajectory was unsustainable.

Mr. Speaker, the data was clear. The actual projections were clear. What
makes the difference is that we did not just look at the report and lay it in
Parliament. We acted on the issues highlighted.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Tancoo: Worrying issues, issues that threaten the lives and livelihoods of
businesses, workers, and ordinary citizens. Let the record show as well, Mr.
Speaker, that when asked to support these very measures, the PNM refused. Every
one of those on the opposite side refused to support saving the future of our
citizens. The risk was clear, so we acted. We acted to stabilize the fund. We
acted to protect pensioners. We acted to protect contributors. We acted in the
national interest. This UNC Government confronted the National Insurance
Board’s financial reality before this crisis became a collapse.

In conclusion, | wish to place on record my sincere appreciation to the hon.

Prime Minister, Kamla Persad-Bissessar—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Tancoo:—for her decisive leadership and unwavering commitment to
safeguarding the National Insurance Fund and the future of Trinidad and Tobago’s

citizens. Mr. Speaker, | thank you.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: The Member for Diego Martin North/East is permitted one question
for elucidation.

Mr. Imbert: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Is the Minister of Finance and
the UNC Government happy? And do they believe that increasing the insurance
contribution rates for little people by 45 per cent is a win for poor people?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Minister.

Hon. D. Tancoo: Mr. Speaker, | find it hypocritical of the Member opposite. |
find it hypocritical. Do not make me repeat myself. | find it hypocritical that the
Member opposite, who sat on his hands and did nothing to protect the interests of
the population of Trinidad and Tobago, who was willing to allow the fund to
deplete to zero, who was willing to allow the fund to move to zero under which
circumstance there would have been no pensions for citizens, no public assistance
for citizens, no maternity benefit, and no injury compensation. That is what they
were promoting, Mr. Speaker and that is exactly why his colleague from Port of
Spain North/St. Ann's West, when he was in office as Prime Minister, rejected and
removed him for his incompetence.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Tancoo: It is hypocritical for him now to come to pretend that he
suddenly cares for poor people when he— We must never forget in this
honourable House that this is the very Minister who sat gleefully rubbing his
hands, laughing, as he raised the price of gas repeatedly. Laughing, Mr. Speaker.
Because it seems that that is the priority of this hon. Member. Mr. Speaker, | thank
you.

Mr. Speaker: | think your two minutes have expired. For the purposes of the
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record, I wish to say that even though the Minister of Finance’s statement
exceeded the 10 minutes provided by the Standing Order, | am advised there was
agreement on both sides that the Minister could continue to the end. So Minister in
the Office of the Prime Minister, Member for Mayaro.

50" Regular Meeting of the Conference of Heads
of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Hon. Wilfred Nicholas Morris):
Mr. Speaker, | have been authorized by the Cabinet of the Republic of Trinidad
and Trinidad and Tobago to present the following statement on the main outcomes
of Trinidad and Tobago’s participation in the 50" Regular Meeting of the
Conference of Heads of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Mr. Speaker over the period 23 to 27 February 2026, Trinidad and Tobago
participated in the 50" Regular Meeting of the Conference of the Heads of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM). The delegation was led by the hon. Kamla
Persad-Bissessar SC, Prime Minister and included the hon. Sean Sobers, Minister
of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, myself as Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister, and senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs.

During the period, the hon. Sean Sobers, Minister of Foreign and
CARICOM Affairs, participated in meetings of the CARICOM Community
Council and Foreign Relations (COFCOR). The meeting was an important one, in
that it considered several important issues on the agenda of the Caribbean
Community, as Trinidad and Tobago shared its views on geopolitical
developments, security issues, the situation in Haiti, regional transportation,
reparations, and the UWI indigenous process.

Mr. Speaker, during the opening ceremony the hon. Prime Minister gave one

of the most forthright speeches ever given by a Head of Government in Caricom.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: Firstly, the Prime Minister reaffirmed Trinidad and Tobago’s
enduring commitment to Caricom and the regional integration process, herself
being a child of Caricom having lived in Jamaica and worked in St. Kitts and
Nevis. Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister’s dignified leadership in addressing
complex and sensitive matters affecting the region was recognized throughout the
Caribbean as being much needed, especially the call for enhanced accountability
transparency and institutional responsiveness within regional mechanisms and the
call for Caricom to be a principled, impartial and credible voice for all the peoples
of the Caribbean community.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister articulated Trinidad and
Tobago’s principal position on Cuba. In this regard, Trinidad and Tobago
empathizes with the Cuban people and supports humanitarian considerations, while
maintaining a clear and consistent commitment to democratic governance,
including free and fair elections, rule of law, equality before the law, separation of
powers, accountability, transparency, and the protection of fundamental freedoms.
The Prime Minister also highlighted the measurable gains achieved through
our strategic cooperation with the United States in combating narcotrafficking,
arms smuggling and organized crime. In fact, Mr. Speaker, one of the highlights
of the meeting was that on 25" February, 2026, the Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla
Persad-Bissessar SC, had the opportunity to meet once more with United States
Secretary of State Marco Rubio for one—on-one bilateral discussions on the margin
of the conference as one of the select group of regional leaders afforded the
opportunity to engage directly with the Secretary of State. This was the second

time in less than six months that the Secretary of State made time to meet with our
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Prime Minister, based on invitations initiated by the United States.

One of the key highlights of the meeting was an invitation from the United States
President Donald Trump—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris:—for our Prime Minister to meet with him at the upcoming
Shield of the Americas Summit scheduled for March 07, 2026, Miami, Florida,
which the Prime Minister has graciously accepted. The meeting served to advance
several of the issues on the bilateral agenda between Trinidad and Tobago and the
United States of America in the areas of energy cooperation, trade, hemispheric
security and regional prosperity, as both countries agreed to continue discussions
in Miami on March 07, 2026.

Mr. Speaker, based on these deliberations, it is now a fact, a clear fact, that
this Government in less than nine months has placed Trinidad and Tobago/USA
relations at the highest level since both countries established diplomatic relations in
1962.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, under the last administration, Trinidad and
Tobago’s Office of Foreign Assets and Control (OFAC) licences were revoked in
April 2025. It is only as a result of the diligent and pragmatic foreign policy
pursued by the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minister, who prioritizes the
interest of people and Trinidad and Tobago first, that this country now stands to
benefit from the recent grant by the Government of the United States of America
of OFAC general licences. These licences provide the clear and structured legal
framework for oil and gas activities to be conducted along the shared maritime
border between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago sees this
country’s relationship with the world’s largest economy as an important
opportunity for Trinidad and Tobago and the United States of America to deepen
hemispheric energy cooperation, strengthen regional stability and reinforce trusted
commercial ties.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister also held bilateral discussions with
regional counterparts including Suriname and Jamaica. On Wednesday, February
25, 2026, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minister, met with Her
Excellency, Jennifer Simmns, President of the Republic of Suriname. Discussions
centred on energy security, transportation, education, and training in the energy
sector, agriculture, as well as opportunities for cooperation in the area of health.

The hon. Prime Minister also met with Dr. The Most Hon. Andrew Holness,
Prime Minister of Jamaica. Discussions centred on immigration matters and
cooperation in matters of national security. Prime Minister Holness thanked Prime
Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar for her Government’s support after Hurricane
Melissa. Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar also reaffirmed Trinidad and Tobago’s
commitment to partnering with Jamaica in issues regarding cooperation in the
healthcare sector, regional security, and labour.
2.30p.m.

Mr. Speaker, there is now a coalition of nations in the western hemisphere which
share a common belief in national sovereignty, democratic and constitutional
government, law and order, free markets and private enterprise, control over
boarders, common goals to stop criminal terrorist gang cartels, as well as illegal
mass migration. Trinidad and Tobago, thanks to our Prime Minister, stands
proudly in this coalition.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, our foreign policy partnerships with countries
throughout Trinidad and Tobago, as well as those in the Caricom and wider
Americas, will help enhance Trinidad and Tobago’s role as a responsible energy
hub, supporting domestic industry, safeguarding jobs and contributing to our
reliable supply chains that benefit both Trinidad and Tobago, and all our overseas
partners.

Mr. Speaker, this Government’s approach reflects a balanced and responsible
posture, one that embraces regional partnership while ensuring the national interest
remains paramount. The Government led by the Prime Minister hon. Kamla
Persad-Bissessar continues to develop a foreign policy which for the first time in a
decade, is delivering tangible benefits, real opportunities for prosperity and
development, which can be enjoyed by every single citizen of Trinidad and
Tobago. | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: As per the Standing Orders, one question for elucidation. Member
for Arima.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Ms. Beckles: Hon. Minister, can you indicate, following the remarks by the hon.
Prime Minister at the recently concluded Caricom meeting, whether you can now
say that there are improved relationships with the governments of Venezuela,
Barbados and Cuba?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: Thank you, thank you very much, Leader of the Opposition. |
know the Opposition is quite disappointed that we did not dance in conga lines or
we did not stand in sweat jackets at podiums or we did not bring back promises of

yam. | know you are disappointed, because we brought back real deliverables, and
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| want to commit to you that the relationship between all our partners remains
cemented strong and sterling, because of the leadership of the Prime Minister.
Thank you very much.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
(FATF COMPLIANCE) BILL, 2026

Bill to amend the Trustee Ordinance, Chap. 4 of 1939, the Proceeds of
Crime Act, Chap. 11:27, the Police Service Act, Chap. 15:01, the Registration of
Clubs Act, Chap 21:01, the Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago
Act, Chap. 72:01, the Companies Act, Chap. 81:01, the Partnership Act, Chap.
81:02, the Registration of Business Names Act, Chap. 82:85, the Licensing of
Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, Chap. 84:06, the Non-Profit
Organisations Act, No. 7 of 2019 and the Counter-Proliferation Financing Act, No.
8 of 2025 [The Minister of Finance]; read the first time.

Mr. Speaker: | am advised that even though the Bill is in the name of the
Minister of Finance, the hon. Attorney General has overall supervisory jurisdiction
over this. Hon. Attorney General.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Motion made: That the next stage be taken later in the proceedings. [Hon. J.
Jeremie SC]

Question put and agreed to.

ARRANGEMENT OF BUSINESS

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
in accordance with Standing Order 33(5), | seek the leave of the House to consider
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Government Business instead of Private Members Business.
Question put and agreed to.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Attorney General.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
(FATF COMPLIANCE) BILL, 2026

The Attorney General (Sen. The Hon. John Jeremie SC): Mr. Speaker, |
beg to move:
That a Bill to amend the Trustee Ordinance, Chap. 4 of 1939, the

Proceeds of Crime Act, Chap. 11:27, the Police Service Act, Chap. 15:01, the

Registration of Clubs Act, Chap 21:01, the Financial Intelligence Unit of

Trinidad and Tobago Act, Chap. 72:01, the Companies Act, Chap. 81:01, the

Partnership Act, Chap. 81:02, the Registration of Business Names Act, Chap.

82:85, the Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, Chap.

84:06, the Non-Profit Organisations Act, No. 7 of 2019 and the

Counter-Proliferation Financing Act, No. 8 of 2025, be now read a second

time.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill comes before this House at a time when Trinidad and
Tobago having started the 5™ Round Mutual Evaluation process in August of 2025,
being the first country of CFATF to do so, will be the subject of an onsite review
by the CFATF team some two weeks from today.

As Members will be aware, by now, the Financial Action Task Force is the
global anti-money laundering and anti-terrorist financing watchdog which sets
international standards that aim to target terrorist financing and money laundering
activities. It is an international body made up of 40 countries, and a number of
FATF-style regional bodies, including the CFATF of which Trinidad and Tobago
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iIs a member. CFATF is responsible for promoting the effective implementation of
the FATF recommendations by their membership, and in providing expertise, and
input in FATF policy making. FATF uses a peer review system to ensure that
countries comply with the FATF recommendations. Therefore, in March, other
countries within CFATF will be examining Trinidad and Tobago’s legislation,
administrative structures, and the effectiveness of the laws enacted to determine
whether Trinidad and Tobago is in fact compliant with the recommendations.

Criterion 24 of the FATF, requires broadly speaking, greater transparency. In
some cases that is linked to identify the ultimate beneficial owner of assets, the
UBU. In other cases, trusts and beneficiaries are supposed to be clearly identified.
There are changes which this Bill before the House proposes to the Companies
Act, the Partnership Act, the Registration of Business Names Act, and the Trustee
Ordinance to bring those statutes into compliance with the FATF
recommendations. The Financial Intelligence Unit Act, the Proceeds of Crime
Act, the Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, and
Counter-Proliferation Financing Act, follow a somewhat different theme. The Bill
seeks to close a technical compliance obligation of Trinidad and Tobago, that
subsequent to the Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Bill of 2025, were
identified as requiring further legislative attention in order to ensure that all of our
obligations are met.

Mr. Speaker, the Bill would amend 11 pieces of legislation. The Trustee
Ordinance, the Proceeds of Crime Act, the Police Service Act, the Registration of
Clubs Act, the Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago Act, the
Companies Act, the Partnership Act, the Registration of Business Names Act, the

Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, the Non-Profit
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Organisations Act, and the Counter-Proliferation Financing Act of 2025. 1 will
take the pieces of legislation one by one.

The amendments to the Trustee Ordinance with which | begin, would seek to
ensure that recommendation 25.4 and 25.5 of the FATF are met. Recommendation
25.4 requires countries to ensure that trustees of an express trust and persons
holding equivalent positions in similar legal arrangements must hold and keep
basic information on other regulated agents of service providers of the trust, and
similar legal arrangements including but not limited to investment advisors,
managers, accountants and tax advisers.

Criterion 25.5 states that all the information required under 25.4 should be
maintained for at least five years after the trustee or person holding that position in
a similar legal arrangement ceases to be involved in the trust or arrangement. So
we have included in the amendments in clause 2(d)(i) to section 10D, we have
inserted a new 3D(b).

Criterion 25.6, requires that any information held by the trustee on a person
holding the equivalent position in a similar legal arrangement including the
information required in 25.4, be kept accurate and up-to-date under the information
be updated within a reasonable period following any change. That amendment is
reflected in the Bill in 2(d)(i). Criterion 25.7 is reflected in 2(f) of the Bill. In the
Proceeds of Crime Act, we have amended the anti-money laundering supervision
of electronic money issuers to take that out of the FIUTT, and to put it into the
Central Bank. That is in clause 2.

Now, there is another amendment, and this one amends the expression
“financial institution”. Financial institution is a broad term, it refers not only to

credit unions which are registered under the Co-operative Societies Act.
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“Cooperative societies” itself, is a large term, it captures various types of societies
established for the promotion of the economic welfare of its members in
accordance with cooperative principles or a society established to facilitate the
operations of such a society under the Co-operative Societies Act. These include
cooperatives established for the pooling of agricultural resources and automotive
resources. Such societies are not intended to be captured by the FATF standards
for AML, CFT, CPF supervision.

So, the amendment ensures that only credit unions, properly so called, are
subject to the AML, CFT, CPF laws, and that very strict standards are not applied
unintentionally to other types of cooperative activities.

2.45 p.m,

The Police Service Act is amended to correct a cross-reference error. The
Registration of Clubs Act is to be amended to ensure that criterion 28.1 of the
FATF Recommendations is given effect. Under criterion 28, casinos are required
to be subject to legal or regulatory measures, prevent criminals or their associates
from holding, or being the beneficial owner of, a significant or controlling interest,
holding a management function in, or being an operator of a casino.

The Financial Intelligence Unit Act is being amended to deal with certain
administrative matters which are time-related. The Companies Act is being
amended to treat with the ultimate beneficial owner theme.

The FATF Recommendations in criterion 24.6 provide that companies must
obtain and hold adequate, accurate and up-to-date beneficial ownership
information to further ensure that adequate information for the identification of the
beneficial owner of the company is maintained. Section 9 is amended to also

include the individual’s occupation in the list of beneficial owner details, which are
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to be provided in the articles of incorporation.

Criterion 24.5 requires that basic information be obtained and recorded,
including a register of members and number of shares held by each member.
Section 33(1B) is being deleted. A new subsection is being substituted to prescribe
that the company must submit to the Registrar a return of the issuance or transfer
of shares or membership interests.

The Partnership Act, again in keeping with the ultimate beneficial owner
strictures, is being amended to ensure that Trinidad and Tobago complies
adequately with criterion 24E of the FATF Recommendations, which requires
there should exist mechanisms to ensure that beneficial ownership information
provided to the registry is adequate, accurate and up to date by outlining an
additional category of persons which may submit the return of beneficial
ownership for a firm.

It is felt that the Partnership Act should include provisions which permit the
appointment of an authorized corporate service provider who should sign and
submit beneficial ownership disclosure documents to the Registrar on behalf of a
partner of a firm. As such, the amendment speaks to this.

The Registration of Business Names Act is consistent, again, with the UBO
strictures—ultimate beneficial owner strictures—and seeks to further criterion
24.14 of the FATF, which necessitates amendments to ensure that responsibilities
to comply with FATF methodology are proportionate and carry dissuasive
sanctions. The shortening of time and other administrative changes are meant to
do exactly that.

Insofar as the Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act is

concerned, that is being amended to give effect to Recommendation 28.
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Recommendation 28 relates to dealers in precious metals and stones. Under the
Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, Chap. 84:06, dealers in
precious metals and stones obtain licences to carry on activities under the Act.
Persons holding such a licence are considered to be listed businesses pursuant to
the First Schedule of the POCA—the Proceeds of Crime Act—under the heading
of “Jewellery”. As such, persons engaged in the business of jewellery are also
required to register with the FIUTT, pursuant to section 18B of the FIU Act.

Similar to the requirement for casinos, FATF Recommendation 28 requires
legislative measures in place to effectively prevent criminals or their associates
from holding, or being the beneficial owner of a significant or controlling interest,
or holding a management function in, or being the operator of a dealer in precious
metals and stones. While the Act does provide for the licensing of dealers in
precious metals and stones, it does not expressly provide for the denial or
revocation of a registration or licence to effectively prevent criminals and their
associates from holding, or being the beneficial owner of a significant or
controlling interest, or holding a management function in, or being the operator of
a dealer in precious metals and stones. As such, the Bill in clause10 would make
provision for this.

Criterion 28.3 of the FATF Recommendations also mandates that dealers in
precious metals and stones be monitored and supervised for compliance with
AML/CFT/CPF measures. While the FIU Act contains provisions requiring the
registration of listed businesses with the FIU for AML/CFT/CPF supervision, the
Act does not contain similar provisions. Therefore, a gap exists whereby an
applicant may obtain a licence pursuant to the Act and continue to carry on

activities thereafter without being registered with the FIU. The Bill would
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therefore, in clause10, make provision for such registration.

The Non-Profit Organisations Act is being brought into line with
Recommendation 24.5. Again, the ultimate beneficial ownership theme is present
here. It requires that basic information be maintained and recorded. References to
trust are supposed to be tightly regulated.

The Counter-Proliferation Financing Act, 2025, which was Act No. 8 of
2025, is also to be amended. That Act came into effect upon assent on the 22" of
October,2025. The proposed amendment to section 4 seeks to implement FATF
Recommendation 1 by ensuring that national and institutional proliferation risk
assessments are conducted, risk-based policies are adopted and proportionate
supervisory measures are applied.

Criterion 1.11 requires countries to implement risk-based measures
proportionate to the risks identified based on understanding of their proliferation
financing risk and to allocate resources efficiently to mitigate proliferation
financing risks. Section 4(3) of the Act shares a similar intent as section 55(2) of
the POCA—Proceeds of Crime Act—and section 22(C)(2) of the ATA—the
Anti-Terrorism Act as well. But a key difference exists between 55(2) of POCA
and section 22(2) of the ATA. Under the Proceeds of Crime Act, the financial
Institution or listed business is required to pay special attention to the transactions
listed in subsections (a)(i) and (ii), and to:

“(c) examine the background and purpose and all transactions which have no

economic or visible legal purpose under paragraph (a)(i) and make...to the

Supervisory Authority, written findings after its examinations where

necessary.”

Under the ATA:
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“(2)...the financial institution or listed business...”—is required to:

“(a) pay special attention to and report all—
“(i)...transactions”—Iisted under subsections (a)(i) and (ii) to
the FIU.

To prevent the dissipation of funds as it relates to the offence of terrorist
financing, a report to the FIU is required rather than the provision of findings,
where necessary, to the Supervisory Authority as required under POCA. The
construction of 22C(2) of the ATA causes a literal interpretation that all such
transactions—all, whether suspicious or not—must be reported to the FIU. This is
the same interpretation that would apply to section 4(3)(a) of the
Counter-Proliferation Financing Act of 2025. The reporting of all such
transactions to the FIU can cause an overload of junk reporting to the FIU and
would place an unreasonable burden on the financial institutions and listed
businesses.

So, after examination of the various amendments made to section 55(2) of
POCA from 2000 to 2014, the intention to only report suspicious transactions or
suspicious activity to the FIU became something that was necessary. Accordingly,
clause 12 of the Bill, of paragraph (a), seeks to amend the Counter-Proliferation
Financing Act of 2025, in section 4, by amending subsection (3) and inserting a
new subsection (3A).  The intention is for financial institutions and listed
businesses to only report suspicious transactions and suspicious activities to the
FIU. Clausel2 of the Bill seeks to amend Counter-Proliferation Financing
Regulations 2025, published as Legal Notice 416 of 2025.

Mr. Speaker, the Bill before us is important. More than that, it is necessary

for us to keep faith with our international obligations and with the mutual
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evaluation exercise, which, as I said in my opening, is to commence in a fortnight’s
time. | commend the Bill to the House, and | urge all Members opposite to support
it with one voice. Mr. Speaker, | beg to move.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question proposed.
3.00 p.m.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Diego Martin North/East.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Colm Imbert: (Diego Martin North/East): Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Perhaps at the outset, before Members opposite become too excited, we are going
to support this legislation.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert: What | cannot support, and what we cannot support, is the
manner in which the Government has dealt with the circulation of this legislation
to Members. | distinctly remember on several occasions when the Member for
Siparia was Leader of the Opposition, when sometimes we would give up to one
week’s notice on complicated legislation, that the Member would complain bitterly
that one week was not enough to deal with complex legislation, and that the
Opposition did not have the resources that Ministers have in terms of research
capability. | distinctly remember that. Yet, Mr. Speaker, yet this Bill, which is 49
pages long, was circulated to us—and only those of us who, for some reason might
be looking at our email would know—at 7.45 p.m., on Tuesday night. This is
absolutely ridiculous.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, | am asking you if something can be done about
this. Because we recognize when the former Leader of the Opposition complained
about getting late notice for complex legislation, that it was necessary to give
suitable advance notice, and quite often before a Bill was even laid in the
Parliament, a letter would be sent a week, two weeks in advance, with the Bill
indicating to Members that this is going to be brought to the Parliament in due
course.

What this has also caused—Mr. Speaker, today, | asked the Parliament
where was the Bill Essentials? This is a feature of the Parliament introduced some
years ago, to assist Members—the Parliament would produce a Bill Essentials
which gives a narrative, an explanation, analysis and assistance to Members in the
Opposition in particular, to understand the legislation before us. This Bill
Essentials | have in my hand, which is not very long, only a couple pages was
given to me after the session began today, Mr. Speaker, after the session began.
That is clearly because of the pressure that was put on the legal department of the
Parliament, because they too, only received this Bill on Tuesday. So, I hope in
future, we would not have a recurrence of this.

Going now to the Bill itself. When I look at the Bill Essentials, which is a
bit—trying to find a proper word, a bit threadbare, because they are simply a
repetition of the preamble, the Explanatory Note, more or less that is what it is, that
was all that the legal department | assume was able to do with the short notice.
Because what is also missing is the effect of these provisions on all of the Acts that
are being amended today. It has been a practice of this Parliament in the past, your

predecessors, Mr. Speaker, would ask the Attorney General, or whoever it is was

UNREVISED



Miscellaneous Provisions . 2026.02.27
(FATF Compliance) Bill, 2026

Mr. C. Imbert (cont’d)

piloting complex financial legislation in particular, to produce a document so that
Members would understand the effect of each amendment.

All we have before us is this, the Bill, and this, which is really a
regurgitation, as | told you of the Explanatory Note. The only way we will know
how this affects all of the various pieces of legislation being amended, is you will
have to go to those pieces of legislation. The Ministry of Land and Legal Affairs
has been very tardy in updating the laws of Trinidad and Tobago—notwithstanding
whatever boast that relevant Minister may have made. If you go on to the website
of the Ministry of Land and Legal Affairs, you are not going to see the most up to
date version of many of our laws. So, what an Opposition Member has to do, is to
go through the Parliament website, find every single amendment Bill to all of these
Bills, and then take those amendments, put them into context and understand what
Is going on here. So, | am just asking you, Mr. Speaker, perhaps you could correct
that in the future.

As | said to Members opposite before they get too excited, we are supporting
the legislation, but we are not supporting the manner in which the Government is
treating this Parliament as a rubber stamp. We are not.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: What | was particularly disappointed about in the introduction by
the Attorney General, is that he simply gave a sort of a literal explanation of—well
we are amending this clause, and we are amending that clause. But he did not
explain the contextual framework, so | will explain it. | have in my possession—
Sen. Jeremie SC: Thanks.

Mr. C. Imbert: You are getting excited. | have in my possession. | told you, we

are supporting the Bill, so calm down.

UNREVISED



Miscellaneous Provisions * 2026.02.27
(FATF Compliance) Bill, 2026
Mr. C. Imbert (cont’d)
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert: | have in my possession, Mr. Speaker, a circular letter—and we
are not asking for any amendments either, because we understand the monkey
pants that the Government has found itself in, in terms of its delay, in terms of its
tardiness in dealing with this matter.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert: So, Mr. Speaker, | have in my possession a circular letter from
the Central Bank dated February 12™, 2026—which is not too long ago, about two
weeks ago. This letter is to all institutions. The institutions that it has been sent to
are financial institutions licensed under the Financial Institutions Act; financial
holding companies; insurers; payment service providers; e-money issuers and
bureau de change operators. It speaks to the FATF Compliance and various
Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Acts and it says as follows:
“The Central Bank...advises that the following Miscellaneous Provisions
(FATF Compliance) Acts...were fully proclaimed and are in effect:
e Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Act No. 25 of 2020
e Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Act No. 17 of 2024
e Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Act No. 7 of 2025
It goes on to explain the purpose of the Acts. It then says that:
“The Central Bank held several sessions with regulated sectors...”—
between—*...December 2025 to January 2026...”—Yyou see the tight time
frame  defining themselves in—“...to  discuss the material
amendments...Notwithstanding...”—it IS telling—*“financial
institutions...”—now that they—"...should conduct a thorough review of

the Acts and where necessary, ensure that all new or amended regulatory
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requirements are embedded in the institution’s AML/CFT/CPF compliance

programme...”

It goes on to speak about a gap analysis. It says that:

“...financial institutions are required to undertake a gap analysis against the

Acts and develop remedial action...by June the 30, 2026...”

The Attorney General said that the on-site evaluation by CFATF will take
place in March, next two weeks. What is also important is not just that there is an
on-site evaluation. Financial institutions have to look at the legislation, including
the one we are debating today, and make sure that they are in sync and compliant
with all of this legislation by June the 30", 2026. The corporate secretary of these
financial institutions must submit to the Central Bank, a signed certification
confirming that they have done so.

You see the tight time frame we are in, Mr. Speaker, we are debating this in
the House today. | assume it will go to the Senate Tuesday and we will advise our
other Members there to support it. They must support it. Therefore, by the end of
February, we will have a new piece of legislation, a Miscellaneous Provisions
(FATF Compliance) Act of 2026. That gives people March, April, May, June, four
months for financial institution. | have read all of them-—banks, holding
companies, insurance companies, payment service providers, et cetera. Just four
months to look at the legislation, including this 49 page Bill, which has now come
from the sky upon us and see whether they are compliant with what is in this 49-
page Bill. You know why, Mr. Speaker, it is because of the monumental
incompetence of this UNC Government.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. C. Imbert: You know what has caused this incompetence? The UNC
Government has adopted a scorched earth policy. Anybody who look like a PNM,
sound like a PNM, they have just got rid of them. So, what they have done, all of
the institutional memory, all of the institutional capacity, all of the expertise that
had been developed over years, they have just got rid of it—scorched earth policy,
right through the sector. But it is most important, or most negative that they have
done so in the Attorney General’s Office.

Now, in the past, | and other Members of the PNM Government, had cause
to quarrel with one of our former Attorneys General because he kept on all of the
persons that the UNC had employed in the Office of the Attorney General. When
we came in in 2015, the person was made Attorney General—he did not go
through there and just fire everybody willy-nilly. He understood that institutional
memory is important, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: In fact, we used to “bouf” him, and say: Why are you keeping
these people there? These people are clearly UNC operatives. But he said no.
He said: “No. I need to have them there to maintain continuity and to make sure
the knowledge is not lost.” Not them, Mr. Speaker. “Dey fire everybody. Get rid
ah everybody. Clean house. Throw way everybody. Toute bagai”. This is why we
find ourselves in this situation. In September—Mr. Speaker, would you ask the
Minister of Finance to stop muttering across the Floor?

Mr. Speaker: | would have ordinarily would have acceded to that request, but
you see when you engaged in it earlier and you invited that—but I will ask all
Members to please behave. But you engaged in it. It is really rich for you to

complain about it. But come on, let us proceed, this is a sterile Bill.
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Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, you are the Presiding Officer.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Trust me, | am aware of that, and | observe seated on this perch
here. | observe the exchange. | do not intervene unnecessarily. So, you cannot
participate in it and then complain afterwards when it suits you. So come on, let us
just move on.

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, when the Attorney General spoke, | was quiet as a
mouse.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: | did not disturb him. 1 just want to correct that record. | did not
say a word when the Attorney General was speaking and he introduced the Bill. |
am asking for your protection. | am responding. | would ask that Members
opposite do not disturb me.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Imbert: No, not you.

Mr. Speaker: Proceed, the time is going.

Mr. C. Imbert: It is alright, Mr. Speaker, we have quite a bit of time. So, Mr.
Speaker, when the first Miscellaneous Provisions Bill was brought by the
Government opposite on September the 12, introduced on September the 12
2025 and debated subsequently and then enacted into law, Miscellaneous
Provisions (FATF Compliance) 2025, we told the Government that this was a
defective piece of legislation. We told them they had not done their homework.
We told them, because they got rid of everybody in the Attorney General’s

Department who knew about this, that they would have to come back on at the last
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minute, at the eleventh hour, a few weeks before the on-site Mutual Evaluation,
and of course, they said, “All dat ent true, yuh talking nonsense”, that kindof thing.
3.15p.m.

But here we are, Mr. Speaker, here we are, five months later. Not one month, two
months, three months, four months. Five months later, Mr. Speaker, here we are
dealing with a Miscellaneous Provisions (FATF Compliance) Bill, 2026. What
excuse does the Government have?

| looked at what was in the 2025 September Bill. It dealt with the following
bits of legislation, and | am referring to that because the Attorney General, in his
introduction, said that the mutual evaluation commenced in August of 2025. It
appears that we may have some kind of difference of interpretation, because when
| read what the FIU is saying, it is saying that the mutual evaluation is beginning
next month. But it does not really matter. We all know that what is happening
next month is the on-site evaluation, so it does not matter. We would not quibble
about words.

But when we look at what happened here in 2025, the following Acts were
amended: Trustees Ordinance, Prevention of Corruption Act, Mutual Assistance
In Criminal Matters Act, Proceeds of Crime Act, Anti-Terrorism Act, Police
Service Act, Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago Act, Income Tax
Act, Companies Act, Partnership Act, Registration of Business Names Act,
Securities Act, and the Non-Profit Organisations Act. What are we amending
today? Trustees Ordinance, the same thing that was amended in September 2025;
Proceeds of Crime Act, the same thing that was amended in September 2025;
Police Service Act, the same legislation that was amended in September 2025;

Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago Act, the same thing that was
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amended in September 2025; Companies Act, the same legislation that was
amended in September 2025; Partnership Act, the same legislation that was
amended in 2025; Registration of Business Names Act, again, the same thing that
was amended in 2025; Non-Profit Organisations Act, the same thing.

The only new introductions are Registration of Clubs Act, Licensing of
Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, and Counter-Proliferation Financing
Act. The problem I have, we all know, nobody could pretend that they do not
know, that there is sufficient knowledge that in the private members’ clubs that call
themselves “casinos”—that is a real problem in this country, Mr. Speaker—these
casinos are masquerading as private members’ clubs. We all know from all
intelligence reports, if one looks at the Financial Intelligence reports, or looks at
other security reports, and so on, we all know that there is a belief that many of
these casinos are operated by questionable characters and that they are linked to
organized crime, and so it is in every country in the world. Trinidad and Tobago is
not unique in this respect; all over the world there is a belief that casinos are linked
to organized crime, and so.

So why, in September of 2025, did the Government not bring an amendment
for FATF compliance? Because that is obvious, if one goes into the FATF
Recommendations, which | have—I have the 40 FATF Recommendations here. If
one goes into that, one will see that casino gambling is one of the main areas of
focus of the Financial Action Task Force, and the fact that significant money
laundering takes place within casinos, or within the casino industry. So how come,
in September of 2025, the Government did not think it was important to amend the
Registration of Clubs Act in the way that they are amending it today?

One of the things that the Attorney General did not do, he did not explain
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why they are doing what they are doing. He simply gave a sort of a literal
explanation of the meaning of the words, but let us look and see what they are
trying to do with the Registration of Clubs Act. In this legislation, they are
expanding the ability of the Registrar General to cancel the registration of a private
members’ club, and they are, most importantly, dealing with the whole question of
criminals associated with private members’ clubs. And, in particular, if the
Registrar General has reasonable cause to believe that any information submitted is
misleading, false or deceptive, then the firm must remedy it, and failing which, the
partners of the firm will be prevented from exercising their powers, apart from
dealing with the whole question of trying to avoid criminals being associated with
the registration of clubs. That is a primary FATF requirement; how come that was
not done in 2025?

Secondly, for those who know, and you do not have to pretend that you do
not know, people who deal in precious metals and stones, again, that is a way to
launder money. Instead of dealing in cash or dealing in wire transfers, you buy
precious gems, and so on, and you transport it over borders and you launder money
in that way. So why in September 2025, did the Government not think it was
important to address that matter, but they are addressing it now? This is why | am
accusing the Government of monumental incompetence, and they need to explain
to the population what is going on. That is the other thing the Government is not
doing, they are not educating the public on what is going on. What is so different
about the Fifth Round Mutual Evaluation which is going to take place, the on-site
evaluation within the next couple of weeks, why is it being done?

One would expect that when a Minister comes to this House to pilot

legislation as important as this, that they will have the courtesy to educate the
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population. People who go to banks, | mean, you know how difficult it is to open a
bank account now, Mr. Speaker, for a little man, for a poor person? You know
how hard it is to do that? You would have heard people complain, I am sure you
have, about why it has become progressively more difficult over the years, and this
IS going to make it even more difficult. Therefore, it is incumbent on the
Government to educate the population as to what is happening and why they are
doing what they are doing.

The difference between the Fifth Round Mutual Evaluation and previous
rounds of Mutual Evaluation is that the evaluation now has two components, a
technical compliance, which just looks at specific requirements, legislation like
what we are doing today, and this is why we say, “We support it”, because we
know this has to be done. It has to be done, because if we do not do it, we will go
back on the grey list. Just for the record, | want to repeat—

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. C. Imbert: We gave up Private Members’ Day to do this? “Look at dat, |
didn’t even know dat.” Just to repeat, Mr. Speaker, that one of the—

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. C. Imbert: “Well, I didn’t know dat, you self.” [Laughter]

So, just to repeat, in a previous Sitting, the Member for Barataria/San Juan
had the audacity to say that Trinidad and Tobago was on the FATF grey list
because of the PNM, not admitting, for one minute, that we were removed from the
FATF grey list in 2020 because of the diligence and the hard work—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert:—of the former Attorney General at the time, Sen. Faris Al-Rawi,

who intensely passed legislation; went all over the world, meeting with all the
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counterparts that are members of FATF, and so on, to ensure we got off that grey
list. But that is not the point.

In this particular case, Mr. Speaker, the Fifth Round will have two
components in it, two components, and what it will have, as | said, is the technical
compliance assessment, so, as | said, our laws have to be in sync with the FATF,
the 40 Recommendations, and they evolve all the time. But what is different with
this Fifth Round Mutual Evaluation, which takes place next month, is that, for the
first time, the evaluation will assess the adequacy of the Recommendations and the
extent to which our country achieved these defined set of outcomes. It is all about
having a robust anti-money laundering, counter-financing of terrorism and
counter-proliferation financing. For the first time—well, 1 mean, there has been
focus on implementation in the past, but now in this Fifth Round, they are going to
make sure that Trinidad and Tobago achieves the desired outcomes.

So passing this legislation is just one cog in the wheel, one brick in the wall,
Mr. Speaker. The Government now has to do its work to make sure that between
now and the end of the year, all of the various institutions that are affected by this
legislation, such as the ones written to by the Central Bank, are compliant. It is
quite a tall order. What the Central Bank told the various financial institutions is
that the timeline for reporting of suspicious activities and transactions to the FIU
must be implemented with immediate effect, the revised timelines, and all other
measures to close identified gaps are to be implemented by December 31, 2026.

So, Mr. Speaker, | hope the Government understands how complex all of
this is. | hope they understand that Trinidad and Tobago is late. | hope they
understand that coming two weeks before an on-site evaluation with legislation,

which cannot possibly be implemented by the time the team gets here, we are
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skating on thin ice, and for that reason—I mean, they have done it already, but, |
mean, what else can they do? For that reason, | would urge the Government, be
careful when you are just exterminating people in a system because “dey look like
ah PNM and dey sound like ah PNM”. You are doing the country a great
disservice.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Imbert: This is a very small country.

Speaking for myself, Mr. Speaker, | can give you personal experience of
that. | remember, back in 2003, when | was appointed the Minister of Science,
Technology and Tertiary Education, and I called in all the heads of department,
and a particular individual came in, a fella called Fazal Karim, and the name
sounded familiar to me, but | gave the gentleman the opportunity to tell me about
his achievements, his strategic plan, his—

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker—come on, Mr. Speaker, look, look, look, please.
Mr. Speaker: Come on let us—

Mr. C. Imbert: So | gave Mr. Karim the opportunity to tell me what he had done,
what he was doing, what he planned to do, and then I said, “You know, your name
sound familiar, are you in any way associated with the UNC?” He said, “Yes, [ am
the General Secretary of the UNC”, and I kept Mr.Karim in that position as the
head of that department in the Ministry of Science, Technology and Tertiary
Education until 1 was—well, | went on to be appointed—

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker—I went on to be appointed Minister of Works and
Transport in May of 2005, and Mr. Karim worked with me, between 2003 and
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2005, and | did that because | recognize that he had talent.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert: Similarly, Mr. Speaker—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. C. Imbert: They could say what they want, you know, they are masters of
deception. They could say what they want.

Similarly, Mr. Speaker, when we were looking for a CEO for the EximBank,
Mr. Navin Dookeran was ranked first in the interviews, and the chairman came to
me and said, “Look, I just want to let you know that we are considering appointing
Mr.Navin Dookeran to be CEO of the EximBank”, and I said, ‘“That name sound
familiar, what 1s he to Winston Dookeran?” He said, “That 1s Winston son”, and |
kept Mr.Navin Dookeran. 1 did not object to the appointment. | kept him as the
CEO of the EximBank until I demitted office in 2025, and he performed
excellently because he had talent.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. C. Imbert: But they are different, “anybody dat smell like ah PNM, look like
ah PNM, walk like ah PNM, sound like ah PNM is marked—
Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 48(1), if he could just bring it back to the Bill, please.
Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker—/[Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker: Yes, and you know you are being irrelevant. You spent so much
time—
Hon. Member: [Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker:—so let us move on.
3.30p.m.
Mr. C. Imbert: That is okay. You could threaten me if you want, Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker: No. | am not threatening you. | am just reminding you.

Mr. C. Imbert: You could warn me if you want, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: No. | am not warning you. | am reminding you of the extent of my
discretionary power.

Mr. C. Imbert: Thank you very much. That is cool. “You in charge, Mr.
Speaker.” It is okay. I recognize your authority.

Mr. Speaker: Happy you do.

Mr. C. Imbert: | do. | recognize your authority. If you want to cancel my time,
that is your prerogative.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Imbert: So, Mr. Speaker, let me go now to the Bill. Let me go now to the
Bill.

Hon. Member: [Interruption]

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, what is wrong? | told them that we are supporting
the Bill. Stop getting excited. Just because—

Mr. Speaker: You have 30 seconds again. And after speaking for—

Mr. C. Imbert: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker:—hold on—for 30 minutes, then you make the proclamation, “Let us
go to the Bill.”

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Come on. Continue. | will give you your 15 minutes, you know?
Mr. C. Imbert: Come on, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: | would exercise—

Mr. C. Imbert: | was reading out the clauses in the Bill, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and crosstalk]
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Mr. Speaker: Well, let me remind you, you did not read any clause. All you read
Is the preamble to the Bill and identified the Acts which it purports to amend. But
let us get on with it. Shall we? | will give you your 15 minutes because the 30
minutes has expired.

Mr. C. Imbert: Oh, thank you so much, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. C. Imbert: Very kind of you.

Mr. Speaker: Skip over the oleaginous comments, please.

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, it is okay. Thank you. All right, so | will not read
the clauses that are recited in the Bill Essentials, which is what | have been doing.
You do not want me to do that. No problem.

Mr. Speaker: | never said—mno, no, no, no. For the correction of the public
record—

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker:—stop trying to create that narrative. All | said is that you spent 30
minutes, and then you said, “Let us get to the clauses of the Bill”. Well, here we
are, finally, you are beginning to jump the hurdle. So, let us go. You have—

Mr. C. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, you know | have been talking about the Bill for the
last 30 minutes. It is okay. Itis not a problem. Itis all right.

Mr. Speaker: Actually, no. Let us not continue. Come on. Move on.

Mr. C. Imbert: Itis all right. It is not a problem. So, Mr. Speaker, perhaps the
Attorney General could explain why, in the 2025 legislation and in this one, they
have now limited the whole question of trusts that come under the scrutiny of the
supervisory authority to express trusts and not constructive trusts and implied

trusts. Perhaps that is something that people need to know, because it has been
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queried as to why we are limiting the scrutiny of the supervisory authority to just
express trusts. | think that is important.

The other thing, Mr. Speaker, there is a clause in the Bill which now changes
the word “society” to “credit unions”. The Attorney General referred to that, and
he explained that, you know, a cooperative society may not necessarily be in the
business—I am paraphrasing—of finance. And therefore, since this is a finance-
related piece of legislation, it was necessary to limit it or to ring-fence it to be credit
unions. But | have a question, because when | look at the definition in the Bill—
this is in clause 2 of the Bill—clause 2 of the Act will define a credit union as a
financial institution. When you go into the Financial Institutions Act, however, a
financial institution under the Financial Institutions Act:

“...means a company which carries on or used to carry on all or any
aspects of banking business or business of a financial nature...”

And that is not necessarily a credit union.

So, I would like the Attorney General to explain to the House and also to the
population at large, because the number of persons who are associated with credit
unions in Trinidad and Tobago numbers in the hundreds of thousands. That is my
understanding, that there are over 100,000 members of credit unions in Trinidad
and Tobago. And many of these people are not learned; they do not have tertiary
education, and they may not fully understand exactly what we are doing in this
Parliament today. And therefore, the Attorney General should explain to the House
and the population at large that, for the purpose of anti-money laundering and for
counter-terrorist financing and so on, it appears, from what | am seeing here, the
FIU will be the supervisory authority. So, people need to understand this.

Because the whole issue with credit unions, because credit unions are
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essentially viewed and believed to be, by members of credit unions, the small
people’s sector, that is the small people’s bank, you know. So many people of
limited income, they depend on loans from the credit unions to survive, to buy
household effects, to buy motor cars and things, to finance housing
accommodation, and so on. So many people depend on credit unions to give

them a loan which they cannot easily get from a bank.

So we are talking about over 100,000 persons who are going to be
affected by this change in the definition to credit unions to make it crystal
clear that we are only dealing with credit unions. And it appears to me that
the supervisory authority, for the purpose of anti-money laundering, will be
the FIU for credit unions. So, | would like the Attorney General just to,
either you can correct me if I am wrong, or you can confirm that I am
correct, so that people will understand, credit union members will
understand, that the FIU is in their business at this time because of this.
Because there have been many attempts over the years, Mr. Speaker, to
create a regulatory authority for credit unions or to put credit unions under
the Central Bank, for example.

| remember many, many years ago, we are talking—if | go back in
time, over 15 years ago, maybe 17 years ago—a former Minister of Finance
had indicated that it was going to be the policy of the Government. He had
made a recommendation that credit unions be supervised by the Central
Bank. And there were protests all over the place, and so on. And that former
Minister of Finance had to go and apologize to the credit union movement
for daring to say that the Central Bank is going to be the regulatory authority

for cooperatives.
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And the other problem that we are having is that these credit unions, there
assets are in the billions. And therefore, the Attorney General, | am asking, please
explain to persons who are members of credit unions the effect of this legislation.
It is also important for the Attorney General to explain to non-profit organizations,
people who are non-profits organizations, how this legislation is going to affect
them, how this FATF compliance is going affect them. Because you see, FATF
does not really care about local cultural norms or traditions or local practices in any
country. All FATF is interested in is anti-money laundering, countering terrorist
financing and proliferation financing, and so on.

So, Mr. Speaker, | realize the Members of the Government side are upset that
| have accused them of incompetence, that they are upset that | have accused them
of a scorched earth policy, that they are up upset that they have brought us to this
place where we have a 49-page Bill that we have to deal with, two weeks before
FATF comes here to evaluate our systems. | realize they are upset. So, | repeat at
the end of all of this, because we know that the Government has messed up where
this was concerned, in terms of the legislative amendments that should have been
done since last year, since September2025, and it should be in the implementation
phase at this point in time. We know they messed up. And therefore, that is why
we are going to support this legislation, despite one or two flaws in it, Mr. Speaker,
and we will not ask for any amendments. | thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Barataria/San Juan.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister of Land and Legal Affairs and Minister in the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries (Hon. Saddam Hosein): Thank you very much, Mr.
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Speaker, for recognizing me to join this very important debate in order to bring
Trinidad and Tobago up to a particular standard, so that we can remedy the wrong
of the previous administration and finally, Mr. Speaker, be compliant with our
FATF regulations and criteria.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill is an important Bill. And the majority of the
clauses of this Bill focus on three aspects of FATF and their
recommendations, adequacy, accuracy and up-to-date information. When |
listened to the Member for Diego Martin North/East, he was inadequate, he
was inaccurate, and he was out of date, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Lee: Always. Always.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: Always. He was unprepared, Mr. Speaker, and then blamed it on
the fact that he did not get enough notice to study this particular piece of
legislation. He was the Minister of Finance for 10 years with the Cabinet
responsibility with respect to these particular FATF recommendations, Mr.
Speaker, and he wants more time to study this? He put us in this mess. We are
trying to get out of it.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: We are trying to get out of it.

Mr. Lee: “And he running.”

Hon. S. Hosein: And what he did, Mr. Speaker? He fled. He fled from the
Chamber because he does not want to hear the truth.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: He does not want to hear the truth, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
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Hon. S. Hosein: Then | heard—he said, he has to congratulate former Attorney
General Faris Al-Rawi.

Hon. Member: What?

Mr. Lee: Oh, my goodness.

Hon. S. Hosein: Now, Mr. Speaker, we are in the holy month of Ramadan, and |
know you must speak the truth in this month.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. S. Hosein: But what he must say is that he was the same one that was trying
to get rid of Al-Rawi.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. S. Hosein: And now, today, he comes to beat his chest and say this is good
work and so on.

Hon. Member: In a holy period.

Hon. S. Hosein: In a holy period like this, he is speaking untruths, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. S. Hosein: He is speaking untruths.

Mr. Speaker: That is enough. That is enough.

Hon. Member: Unprovoked.

Hon. S. Hosein: Mr. Speaker, if you look at this Bill in terms of preparedness and
so on, | remember sitting there on the Opposition, and never once they would have
circulated consolidated amendments. We used to do it ourselves because we were
diligent, Mr. Speaker. And that is why we are on this side of the House today.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: We did our work. The Member behaves as though that he alone

sits in the office. You have a parliamentary allocation to hire staff, research
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officers, you could reach out to the Parliament’s library, you could reach out to
different sources that you may have, and so on.

Hon. Member: He could google.

Hon. S. Hosein: You have Google, you have a laptop, you have an iPad that is
given to you by the Parliament, and he comes today to complain that he did not
have enough time to study. Mr. Speaker, this Bill, if you look at the Bill, there are
nine pages before the Bill starts with something called an explanatory note,
explaining every single clause of the Bill. Every, single clause. So, we reject that
argument by the Member for Diego Martin North/East with respect to this. If he
decided not to read the Bill until this morning, that is his problem. That is not our
problem. So, he then said that he studied the Bill in the short time. It was not
enough time, but he supports it. Mr. Speaker, probably, it probably is a good thing
we did not give him more time.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. S. Hosein: He may have changed his mind. But, Mr. Speaker, this particular
piece of the Bill, he introduced some other matters that | need to address, and |
need to place accuracy on the public record. He said that we are firing everybody
from the AG’s Office.

Ms. Ameen: Nonsense.

Hon. S. Hosein: He said we are firing people, and his words are that we are firing
people who look like a PNM, who sound like a PNM, and so on. Mr. Speaker, |
could tell you I do not know what that means. The Member for Diego Martin
North/East, he probably could explain. But I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, they are
accusing us of firing people from the PNM, and today, we have a former PNM

Attorney General as a UNC Attorney General.
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Hon. Members: [Laughter and Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: You know, our distinguished Attorney General came from the
PNM and today, he sits as the current Attorney General of a Persad-Bissessar-led
administration.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. S. Hosein: You see, what they are upset about is that we are firing or we are
taking back the briefs that were handpicked to select the PNM’s financiers who
were lawyers making million-dollar briefs at the Attorney General’s Office.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. S. Hosein: They are upset because Michael Quamina has no work again at
the Attorney General’s Office.

Hon. Members: “Oooh.”

Hon. S. Hosein: That is what they are upset about. That is what they are upset
about, Mr. Speaker. Why did the Member not raise the fact that there is a lady
called Rohini Ramkissoon, whom, as Minister, he interviewed to determine
whether or not she should be a member of the BIR, made false accusations against
the lady, the lady had to go to court, and the court ruled that the Minister acted ultra
vires, illegal, and irrational.

Hon. Members: “Oooh.”

Hon. Member: Imbert.

Mr. Lee: That is Imbert?

Hon. S. Hosein: That is the man, you know.

Mr. Lee: Imbert again?

Hon. S. Hosein: That is the man.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
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Hon. S. Hosein: That is the man. Why did he not talk about when he fired Jwala
Rambarran?

Hon. Members: Yes.
Hon. S. Hosein: When the PNM fired Jwala Rambarran.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
3.45 p.m.
Hon. S. Hosein: Talk about that. Talk about that. But they do not want to talk
about those things, Mr. Speaker, but those are the facts. Facts are stubborn things.
Facts are stubborn things. And then he said that when he was Minister, he was so
proud of Mr. Fazal Karim, that Mr. Karim was a beaming employee, that he was
competent, that he did an interview and so on. Mr. Speaker, the public record will
show, | have an Express article dated the 9" of October, 2018. This is what the
article reads, Mr. Speaker, the headline:

“Karim: I cried like a baby when PNM fired me”
Mr. Lee: What?
Hon. S. Hosein:

“...I cried like a baby when PNM fired me”
| read, Mr. Speaker:

“Former Tertiary Education Minister Fazal Karim says he cried like a baby

years ago after being fired by the People’s National Movement (PNM)

Government.”

And he quotes here, Mr. Speaker:
““You know what pains me. As a former Minister of Tertiary Education and
the person who’s now the Minister of Finance...”

You know who he was talking about, right? The former finance Minister.
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“..he was my boss. He was the Minister of Science, Technology and

Tertiary Education, and...(PNM) fired me too.

Yes | worked under the PNM and | kept my job until there was an

instruction to fire me...

| cried like a baby to go home and tell my wife that I can’t mind her

anymore. And you know what my wife told me? She said greater things are

in store for you...””
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar made Fazal Karim the Minister of Science, Technology and
Tertiary Education.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. S. Hosein: “So doh come here and talk any nonsense, doh talk any nonsense
here.” Let us put the record on the table, Mr. Speaker. Let us put the record on the
table.

But I want to spend some time on a particular matter that the Member raised,
and it had to do with blacklisting of Trinidad and Tobago; backlisting of Trinidad
and Tobago. We found ourselves on two lists. One, the list by the Global Forum,
and two, the list by the FATF. Now, both times we found ourselves on those lists,
the Member for Diego Martin North East was in fact the Minister of Finance, and
through his incompetence and the incompetence of that former Cabinet placed
Trinidad and Tobago in such an embarrassing position; embarrassing position. It
took a UNC Government to get us off the Global Forum blacklist. It happened
recently.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. S. Hosein: We had the press release this week, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,

what | want to say is this. | want to say that the history will show this particular
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Global Forum blacklist matter—that deals with beneficial ownership, it deals with
AML, it deals with CFT and so on.

Mr. Speaker, in 2010/2011 or so, we signed onto that Forum in terms of tax
transparency all over the world and so on. In 2014, then Minister of Finance,
Larry Howai, would have committed that Trinidad and Tobago would become
compliant by the year 2017, in terms of sharing tax information with other
jurisdictions and so on. We are part of a global network, part of the European
Union, their obligations to us. If you want to do business, you have to join on to
this particular system and so on. Mr. Speaker, we know what happened in 2015,
there was a change of administration where the PNM came into power. Would you
know, Mr. Speaker—this is the Hansard record dated the 9" of September, 2016,
where the former Minister of Finance, the Member for Diego Martin North East,
he said this. He said:

“One of the first things I had to do when I was appointed Minister of

Finance and | took up office around the 12" or the 13" of September...was to

write a letter to the Global Forum seeking a one-year extension to a deadline

that had been given to Trinidad and Tobago to...”—become—*...compliant
with the Global Forum. I indicated, of course, the Government had changed,

a new Government had come in, we needed time to familiarize ourselves

with what was happening, and we received a one-year extension to

September 2016.”

That was not so, en. We committed to it in 2017. But in any event, he said the
first day he came into office, he knew about this matter. The first day he knew
about this matter.

Mr. Speaker, 2015 passed, 2016 passed, 2017 passed, not a single piece of
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legislation was introduced in the Parliament by them to further this matter. Mr.
Speaker, on the 23" of October, 2017, a letter came from Brussels, signed by
Fabrizia Lapecorella—my Italian is not so good. And the letter says:
Letter for the attention of the authorities of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.
And what they said, Mr. Speaker, is that—I am quoting the letter:
The Code of Conduct Group will not recommend to the Council of the EU to
include in the list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes, any
country or jurisdictions which commit to correct the identified deficiencies
by 31 December, 2018.
So he said, 2017, they will comply, 2017 reached, they gave us until 2018 now to
fix this thing.
The Minister responds—and the Global Forum asked him to respond to their
letter by the 17 November, 2017. You know he did not? He responded on the 21%
of November, 2017. And he wrote to the Chair of the Code of Conduct Group and
he committed that Trinidad and Tobago will address our deficiencies by the 31 of
December, 2018, and the Minister—Muinister Imbert then—gave a deadline and a
timeline for the passage of Bills.
He said the Income Tax (Amdt.) Bill, 2017 will be passed by the 30" June,
2018. He said the double taxation agreements treaty will be passed by the 30" of
June, 2018. He said the Companies (Amdt.) Bill, 2017 will be passed by the 30™
June, 2019. He said the Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters Bill,
2017 will be passed on the 30" of November, 2018. The BEPS framework will be
passed by June 30", 2019. Do you know BEPS was passed in 2024? Mr. Speaker,
2024? Do you know the Income Tax Bill, that one—and I will give the history of
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that also, because that is important. The BEPS was passed in 2024. The Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters Bill was passed in 2024, when he told
them he was doing it when?—2018. The Companies (Amdt.) Bill, 2017 was
passed in 2019, when he “tell dem” he was doing it when?—2017.

Mr. Speaker, so you understand why we have found ourselves in this
position. We must understand the history. But what they did, Mr. Speaker, in
2017, is they placed three particular pieces of legislation in a joint select
committee. | was on that Joint Select Committee, together with Mr. Karim and
Mr. Charles. The three pieces of legislation were the Income Tax (Amdt.) Bill,
2018; the Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters, 2018; and the Tax
Information Exchange Agreements Bill, 2018.

Mr. Speaker, we had three meetings of the JSC. The first meeting on the 6™
June, 2018, lasted 17 minutes. The second meeting of the 21% of August, 2018,
lasted 57 minutes. The third meeting on the 20" of August, 2018, lasted one hour
and 11 minutes, and if you add all of those Bills together, you would probably find
about 200 pages of legislation. So in all, the JSC met for about two hours and 25
minutes, Mr. Speaker, and you know what they did? They took out one of the
Bills from the JSC, the Income Tax (Amdt.) Bill. They said, “We have to pass this
one only.” We said, “No, we are willing to deal with all three Bills together.” They
said, “No.” They pull out one Bill, Mr. Speaker, trying to mamaguy the EU
people, in terms of the Global Forum requirements, to show that they are doing
something, Mr. Speaker, and you know what happened to us? We found ourselves
on the blacklist. We found ourselves on the blacklist. So do not let them come to
this House and say Mr. Speaker, that they are the saviour of this country. They are

not. They are not. They have placed us on this embarrassing list, Mr. Speaker.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: It is what they have done. That is what they have done. It took
us, Mr. Speaker, a UNC Government to have finalized this particular matter. We
had to finalize it and then they like to tell us that we “doh” support legislation, and
they issued a press release outlining 10 pieces of legislation. | pulled the record,
Mr. Speaker. I had to pull the record. They like to say, we “doh” support. The
Tax Information Exchange Agreements Bill, 2020, supported by the UNC. The
FATCA Bill, Mr. Speaker, supported by the UNC, Mr. Speaker. The Mutual
Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters Bill, supported by the UNC, Mr.
Speaker. The Special Economic Zones Bill, supported by the UNC, Mr. Speaker.
The BEPS framework, Mr. Speaker, supported by the UNC. The Miscellaneous
Provisions Bill, 2023, Mr. Speaker, supported by the UNC, and there is another
miscellaneous Bill that came in 2024 that was also supported by us, Mr. Speaker.
So our track record is clear on this matter, Mr. Speaker. It is clear.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: But why we found difficulty with the Income Tax (Amdt.) Bill at
that time, Mr. Speaker, it is because they were trying to insert the Minister of
Finance and giving him powers to look into taxpayers’ information without proper
judicial oversight.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: That is the effect of that Bill. That was the effect of that Bill.
They pulled out that one Bill from the JSC, Mr. Speaker, to do that.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, sorry, 48(6), Mr. Speaker. Let me remind the
speaker that it is this Government that placed two of its own Members on the
BIR—
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Mr. Speaker: That is—

Mr. Manning:—and not the former Minister of Finance.

Mr. Speaker: That is irrelevant. Overruled. That is a fair and proportionate
response.

Hon. S. Hosein: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. You see, Mr. Speaker, the
truth hurts. You see, my friend from San Fernando East was a Minister in the
Ministry of Finance, but he never went to work.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: So he “doh” know what was happening inside there.

Mr. Speaker: You are overstepping the boundaries there. Come on.

Hon. S. Hosein: He does not know what was happening in there. So | would
encourage my friend to speak on matters that he is familiar with. That is all I would
tell him.

Dr. Moonilal: And not basketball.

Hon. S. Hosein: And not basketball, as my friend from Oropouche East is
reminding me.

Mr. Speaker, there are other matters where | have to respond to the Member
for Diego Martin North/East. He said this, Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
members’ club and the casinos and so on, and I have the words here. He said:

“...the whole question of criminals associated with private members’ club.

And, in particular...the Registrar General...”—if she—"...has reasonable

cause to believe that any information submitted is misleading,

false...deceptive...the firm must remedy it, and failing which the partners of
the firm will be prevented from exercising their powers, apart from dealing

with the whole question of trying to avoid criminals being associated with
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the registration of clubs...”
—which—

“...1s a primary FATF requirement...”

Mr. Speaker, you know, the Bill does not say that? You know, the Bill does
not say that, Mr. Speaker? The Bill makes no amendment like that with respect to
the private members’ club. It does not say that. My friend read the wrong section
and applied it to the private members’ club. He read the section that dealt with the
amendments to the Partnership Act, Mr. Speaker, and applies it to the Registration
of Clubs Act, Mr. Speaker. He was totally inaccurate. He is inaccurate. This is
simple reading, Mr. Speaker.

If you look at the Bill, the Bill is very clear, and he found that, Mr. Speaker,
that particular clause—and | will find the clause here—at clause 5 of the Bill,
which is found at page 11, and then what he does is that he mixes it up with the
amendment from the Partnerships Act, Mr. Speaker. So we cannot accept any
arguments from my friends opposite because they speak confidently, but they are
confidently wrong, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. S. Hosein: They are confidently wrong, so there is nothing with respect to
that particular matter, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, there is another thing where he said it is so difficult to open a
bank account in this country. Who made it so? Who made it like that? The
Member for Diego Martin North/East was the Minister of Finance who made it so
difficult for people to open a single bank account in this country. He did it, Mr.
Speaker. And you know what would have caused that, Mr. Speaker? Because

when you place yourself on these blacklists and these grey lists, you are under
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enhanced supervision. So therefore, those were the factors that would have led to
the ease of doing business being more difficult, and more difficult to open a bank
account. So the blame lies squarely at the feet of the Member for Diego Martin
North/East personally.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: What we are doing right now, Mr. Speaker, as | said, is cleaning
up the mess of the PNM; cleaning up the mess. We are nine months in government
and the majority of the time that we take is cleaning up the mess they left us in.
That is what they left us in, Mr. Speaker.

4.00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | want to get to the various clauses of the Bill, and | will pay
particular attention or I will deal with only few of the clauses. The clauses that
deal with the Trustees Ordinance because they fall within the Ministry of Land and
Legal Affairs, the Companies Act, the Partnership Act, the Registration of
Business Names Act, and the Non-Profit Organisations Act. Those are the
particular clauses that touch and concern directly the Ministry of Land and Legal
Affairs, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at a clause-by-clause analysis at clause 2A of
the Bill, clause 2(a) and clause 2(b) what we are dealing with is correcting a
reference to error with respect to “trust” and making it “express trust”. The
Member made an issue with respect to why we are including these trusts and so on.
FATEF says that all “express trusts” must fall within the regulated framework of the
jurisdiction, and what they have recommended, we are, in fact, doing here, Mr.
Speaker. It applies to “express trust”. That is what it applies to.

Then we go on, Mr. Speaker, to clause 2 subsection (d). This really again,
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as | started the debate, it is also to ensure that we have accurate, we have adequate
and we have up-to-date information. That is what the clause says:
“In addition to the information contained in the register...the trustee of an
express trust or administrator...shall hold basic information on other
regulated agents...”—or service providers and so on.
Because what they have identified, Mr. Speaker, is the trusts can be used as
vehicles or as guises or so on, for moneys to move in a particular direction. What
they are suggesting is that these trusts now must keep a register of all of their
service providers and other agents and so on that do business for the trust and the
information is very basic, but it must be up to date. It deals with the:
“...identity of the owners or the directors”—and—*"“the service provider,
nationality, address and relationship to the trust...”—and—"...any form of
legal arrangement...”
The information must be accurate. If it is changed, it must be:
“...updated within...five days...”
and you must have a six-year retention of the records. That is standard, Mr.
Speaker, that you have a six-year period in which you keep records. If the FIU
requires any information, they will do it within or:
“upon a written request...”
So that is where you have a level of diligence and due diligence, that they cannot
just come in. They must have a written request.
Also, the register that | just spoke of, must be kept in a particular place in
Trinidad and Tobago, not out of the jurisdiction, and competent authorities and so
on, can also make requests for information that is contained in those registers that

the trust has, in fact, been maintained.
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Mr. Speaker, the other substantive clause would have dealt with—clause
2(d)(iv) which deals with the suspension and so on. This is very important,
because where the trusts or person of an express trust:

“...fails without reasonable cause to send any report, return, notice,
document or prescribed fee to the Registrar General; or

(b) the Registrar General has...cause to believe that any information is
misleading, false...deceptive in a material particular contained in the
report,”—the—"“return, notice or ...document,

that is required...”—under the—“Ordinance or the Regulations to be sent to

the Registrar General, the Registrar General may send by post or deliver in

electronic form to the trustee of an express trust or administrator...”—O0or—

“...any other...”—legal form—...or publish by means approved by the

Registrar General, a notice...”—outlining the defects.

And they, Mr. Speaker, on the following day, after 30 days after the notice the
default if it is not remedied what they can do, the powers of the trustee may not be
exercised so they suspend the powers of the trustee.

In respect of an expressed trust, after the 30 days, after the remedy period,
unless the default is remedied, the registration of trusts will be canceled. So the
two remedies, Mr. Speaker, in a nutshell, are this: What happens, the Registrar
General believes the information is false, deceptive or they did not provide a
particular report or document asked, a notice or a return, you have 30 days to
rectify. If you do not rectify in the 30 days, the powers of the trustees are, in fact,
suspended. Following 30 days after that—so now you have 60 days. If after 60
days you still have not rectified the information, what happens is that the

registration of that trust shall be canceled and within the law no express trust can
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function unless it is registered.

What is so difficult about that, Mr. Speaker? If you read the Bill very
clearly, this Bill can be read within a few hours, Mr. Speaker. The Member for
Diego Martin North/East would have understood what the Bill was doing. It is not
difficult. It is really not difficult. You will see a similar clause being replicated
throughout the Bill, because what we are doing is we are applying it to Partnership
Act, we are applying it to Companies Act, and we are applying it to also to
Registration of Business Names, Mr. Speaker. No difficult thing. No rocket
science. So, | do not understand why the Member for Diego Martin North/East
was complaining so bitterly about the notice period. In fact, the notice period that
we gave was prescribed within the Standing Orders in this House, Mr. Speaker.

| move on, Mr. Speaker, to the issues with respect to the other clauses of the
Bill that deals with the Companies Registry. Mr. Speaker, the Companies Registry
amendments deals with amending section 9 of the Companies Act. Section 9 deals
with the incorporation of a company. The incorporation of a company, what we
are doing is that, we are asking that the words that we include, that sometimes the
Registrar General may ask for any other supporting documentation. What, in fact,
that means when | had a briefing session with Office of the RGD was that, you
normally ask the persons who are incorporating, the directors at the time and so on,
to provide identification documents. So that is what this simply means. That they
can provide any supporting documentation, and again, this will touch and concern
FATF methodology criteria 24.6A and 24.8 to ensure again, Mr. Speaker,
information is adequate, accurate, up to date and also the beneficial ownership
information is, in fact, up to date.

When we look again, Mr. Speaker, what we are doing is that we are
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amending section 33 of the Companies Act, and this deals with the transferring or
issuance of shares. What happens, Mr. Speaker, is that, within 30 days from the
date of the share, the information must, in fact, be transferred or notified by the
Registrar General and there are the particular forms, the statutory forms in which
that must be done, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at the amendment, it replaces the subsections
that clearly set out that both the shared forms and the beneficial ownership forms
must be filed within the 30 days of any change. Now, what happens, Mr. Speaker,
Is that you had a particular period of time, which is the 30 days and that is no
longer there because, again, FATF requires you to have up-to-date information. So
therefore that form, that 30 days, is no longer part of the Act, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when we go on again to the other clauses of the Bill, it deals
with the company to ensure that the information on record at the Office of the
Registrar General is current, and a company that fails to ensure that the
information is current and correct, they will commit a criminal offence, and that
offence is $10,000 or imprisonment for three years and for everyday in which the
offence incurs there is a further fine of $100. Mr. Speaker, that also is with respect
to the FATF criteria simply to show that we must have fines and penalties that are
dispersed for persons to ensure that they provide correct and accurate information
that will be held within the registry.

Mr. Speaker, the other one is where the Registrar General believes:

“...that a company that is not carrying on business or is in operation, he may

send”— that—"...company by post or email a letter—

inquiring whether the company is carrying on business.”

If they arOe not carrying on business, stating that any answer is not received
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within that three months after sending the letter, a notice will be provided in the
Gazette. So we are giving them a second bite of the cherry, Mr. Speaker, in that
regard. What the Registrar General can do if the answer that is received indicates
that the business is not carrying on business or does not receive a response within
three months, in fact, what the Registrar General can do is, the ultimate sanction of
striking that company out of the register and the legislation will deem that the
company shall, in fact, be devolved.

So what we had done, Mr. Speaker, there is a particular striking-out activity
that was done. We introduced the amnesty when | became the Minister of Land
and Legal Affairs, we had an amnesty. We had several companies that were in
respect of being struck out or had late filing of documents, benefited from that
amnesty. So therefore, we know exactly now who are really the companies that
are operating because you had several companies on the register that were not
really working or not functional. Now we have a good indication of who are the
functional companies, and we have realized, again, on the second round, that there
are still companies that are failing to provide or file their necessary documentation,
and those companies will, in fact, be liable to be struck out.

Mr. Speaker: You have 15 seconds, unless you wish your 15 minutes.

Hon. S. Hosein: | will avail myself, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very much.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. S. Hosein: So, Mr. Speaker, what we have, in fact, been doing at the
Ministry of Land and Legal Affairs is that, while we have the legislation in place,
we are, in fact, Mr. Speaker, what we are being tested on is effectiveness, and what
we are doing is through the operations of the Registrar General’s Office, is

showing that the legislation is now being put in operation and it is, in fact,
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effective, Mr. Speaker. Of course, we while going through the operations may
realize that there are legislative amendments to be made, those legislative
amendments are brought to the Parliament, and that is why we are here, Mr.
Speaker, to fix some of the issues that we may have encountered. That is why we
are doing this because we want to put Trinidad and Tobago on the best foot
forward when we are going to be assessed by our international colleagues. That is
what we have been doing, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, the other clause deals with at page 17, and this is subsection (k)
which now introduces the prosecution of offences and so on where the Registrar
General can, in fact, give notices, and in lieu of a criminal fine or a criminal
sanction, if a person pays the administrative fine, they can, in fact be—the
administrative fine can rescue them from criminal liability, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, this is not a new invention. It is, in fact, found in the Securities Act, so
that is something that we have looked at also.

With respect to the Partnership Act, Mr. Speaker, and not with the
Registration of Clubs Act, I think my friend from Diego Martin North/East had
issues determining which clause applied to which Act. The Partnership Act says,
Mr. Speaker, that if:

“A firm within, the thirty days of receipt of a statement...to verify the

identity of a beneficial owner...update the register of beneficial

owners...”—and so on and other—*...supporting...”—documents.
If the:

“...firm knowingly or recklessly makes or provides a return...”—that is

required under the Act and it contains statements that are false or misleading

and omits to state material facts, Mr. Speaker—...it commits a criminal
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offence...”

What it goes on further to say, Mr. Speaker, is that, if the Registrar
General—if it appears to the Registrar General that the information is inconsistent
with other information in previous records, because the Registrar General is the
ultimate record keeper, the Registrar General may give notice stating that the
information appears to be inconsistent and requires the firm to amend and also to
give further information.

What the Registrar General can do now, Mr. Speaker, is that you can remove
the inaccurate record that was filed and registered and the correct information
according to now subsection 6, the Registrar General will be able to replace it with
the accurate information.

So that is what this particular clause would have done, Mr. Speaker. The
Registration of Business Names Act. Again, this deals with, if again, you provide
false or misleading information, you can suspense the powers of the partners and
then afterwards you can cancel the registration.

Mr. Speaker, then the last material parts of this Bill that deals with the
Ministry of Land and Legal Affairs has to do with the amendments to the
Non-Profit Organizations Act. Mr. Speaker, we understand and | want to say this
to the listening public and the general public that | have been encountered by
several complaints with respect to the Non-Profit Organizations Act and the
registration of same, that it may be a very cumbersome process. | can give you the
assurance that we are looking at it to rectify it, Mr. Speaker. Some of my
colleagues have raised issues with me having sports clubs and village clubs and so
on, having some difficulty in the registration and even to file subsequent

documents to be in compliance with the law.
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| can give the undertaking, Mr. Speaker, that we are looking at it, and | give
the undertaking to our international partners that it will all be in compliance with
our international regulations. So while we balance our domestic complaints and
needs, we also have to ensure that we are meeting our international obligations,
because | do not want to have a situation where we are not able to comply with our
FATF recommendations and so on.
4.15p.m.

And, Mr. Speaker, again, this is a replication of the clause with respect to
ensuring that the information is accurate and that there are no inconsistencies, and
the prosecution of the offences is the same with respect to the non-profit
organizations, where there is an administrative fine that can be paid in order to
escape from criminal liability. Because you give an opportunity by first telling you
what the breach is, telling you what the fine is and if you fail to rectify, then the
criminal sanctions are tripped.

However, what we have done is place it in a tiered procedure that we do not
want to have persons face criminal consequences who may have made an honest
error or an honest mistake, or may not know what they have been doing. But what
we want to do is ensure that the legislation is robust enough to capture those
persons who may be using these NPOs and NGOs as vehicles to drive criminal
activity. So it is a very delicate balancing activity that we are doing right now, Mr.
Speaker.  So without whittling down or watering down our international
obligations, at the same time we understand some of the difficulties that the local
NGOs and so on, are, in fact, facing.

Mr. Speaker, this Bill is, in fact, a very robust piece of legislation brought by

the Office of the Attorney General through the Ministry of Finance. It is a Bill that
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we are happy to hear—I think the Opposition is forced to support this particular
piece of legislation because they have us in this situation. And this piece of
legislation, Mr. Speaker, will assist greatly in ensuring that Trinidad and Tobago is
placed on a good footing together with our international partners. Because as the
Prime Minister said, Trinidad and Tobago is open for business.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. S. Hosein: And in order to be open for business, we must have our house in
order, and this UNC Government is putting our house in order to ensure that we
have a prosperous Trinidad and Tobago going forward. And with these few words,
Mr. Speaker, | thank you very much.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: As | recognize the Member for San Fernando East, | see it is now,
almost 4.18 p.m.; the tea break is at 4.30 p.m. | do not know—and | am going to
throw this out for the Member, whether he wishes to start or whether he wishes to
take the suspension now?
Mr. Manning: | will take it now.
Mr. Speaker: Very well. So we will come back at 5.15 p.m., the usual time.
Thank you. The House is now suspended until 5.15 p.m. Thank you.

4.17 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.
Mr. Speaker: Member for San Fernando East.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Brian Manning (San Fernando East): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, we are here yet again to discuss yet another slapdash, piecemeal piece of

legislation by this Government. What this legislation is supposed to do is to
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modernize the financial system and tax collection system of this country. But that
Is not what we get from the other side. In their rush to do things and to send this
document, at the last minute again, to those on this side, they have again offended
many aspects, we believe, of the FATF requirements.

In fact, we are scheduled for a FATF evaluation; | believe I heard in the next

few weeks. It is our belief on this side that this country will fail that evaluation,
Mr. Speaker, and not by any other reason than by the incompetence of this
Government and its ability to present legislation that does not make any sense.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, they want to speak about delays in achieving
agreement with many of the international bodies. There are three particular bodies
that Trinidad and Tobago is subject to in terms of its financial regulations. We
have the EU, which has been explained ad nauseam, Global Forum, and of course,
FATF. Mr. Speaker, the one thing that they did that would have made things a lot
smoother would have been to implement the Trinidad and Tobago Revenue
Authority, Mr. Speaker, which was meant to modernize the system. It would have
expedited many matters and ensured that this country would have been compliant a
lot sooner. They want to blame the former government, talk about legislation from
20-whenever. That is what they did, their first meeting in this House, in this term,
would have severely improved and modernized the financial and tax collection
system of Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Speaker, ostensibly, this Bill is called “Aligning the Trinidad and
Tobago’s legal framework with FATF standards to strength AML/CFT/CPF
compliance”. Mr. Speaker, and there are several groupings within this Bill, within

these clauses. We have trust and beneficial ownership transparency; corporate and
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partnership compliance; non-profit organizations oversight, which has its
complications, and the Member for Barataria/San Juan admitted that in his
contribution.  Precious metals and stones licensing, administrative fines and
enforcement mechanisms. Mr. Speaker, it also creates several innovations that
have been explained in the legislation. New powers for the Registrar General;
authority to query discrepancies; impose administrative fines; strike off companies;
major compliance upgrades, Mr. Speaker. We understand that. It also expands
great powers to the FIU of Trinidad and Tobago.

What we are asking is, how does this legislation offend other pieces of
legislation which are in train for Trinidad and Tobago? And, one in particular
comes to mind. There is an aspect of the Bill that deals with the credit unions.
Right now before a JSC, we have a Credit Unions Bill, 2014, drafted by those on
the other side, which will eventually come to this House, which is intended to
bring credit unions under the management and control of the Central Bank. That
was drafted by those on the other side. Yet here, we have a Bill that does the same
by putting those credit unions and other bodies under the management of the
FIUTT. Our question is, which one is it? Where is the confusion? Why is it that
one Bill says one thing and it offends another that this Government intends to bring
to this Parliament? We need an explanation.

Some of the major innovations of this Bill express trust transparency, and
clearer obligations for trustees to maintain and disclose beneficial ownership
information quickly within five days. Administrative fines regime; Registrar
General’s expanded powers, we explained that earlier; the FIUTT oversight
expansion; beneficial ownership reporting; cross-sector harmonization. All of this
Is intended for this Bill. But, Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to take any kind of
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upgrade or modernization of a system intended to combat white-collar crime from
a government that we know is not serious about dealing with white-collar crime in
this country. | will go on to explain exactly how that goes.

Let us take a look, Mr. Speaker, at the clauses of the Bill. Clause 2, the
Trustee Ordinance, Chap. 4 of 1939. This clause, Mr. Speaker, clarifies that
provisions apply to express trusts only. Trustees’ administrators must maintain
accurate records of beneficial ownership and service providers. Records must be
updated within five days of changes and retained for six years. The Registrar
General is empowered to query discrepancies and impose administrative fines;.
false or misleading filings offence with fines up to $10,000.

Mr. Speaker, that may be okay for many of the larger businesses in this
country, but for many of the smaller SMEs it would be a major challenge. We
have added yet another level of bureaucracy and fines to some of the smaller
businesses that are already being challenged by many of the taxes that have been
foisted on this country by this Minister of Finance. We have a Minister of Finance
who is clearly determined to tax this country into a recession. And that is exactly
what is happening out there in our community.

We have businesses going out of business at this point in time. Businesses
that would have survived recessions, would have survived hurricanes—

Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 48(1), this Bill is not about that.

Mr. B. Manning: Yes, itis.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Move along.

Mr. B. Manning: No problem, Mr. Speaker, thank you. So, Mr. Speaker, you are
adding yet another tax and another level of red tape and bureaucracy to businesses
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that are already being challenged. As | said, they survived the recessions, they
survived Covid, and many of them could not last nine months under this Minister
of Finance. It is very challenging, this is another challenge.

Mr. Speaker: Move on.

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, limiting the scope to express trusts may leave
loopholes in other trust types, constructive and implied. Now we heard earlier
about “express trust” and, yes, that is exactly what the international bodies have
asked for. But you also have to consider the spirit of the law, not just the letter.
We have to close these loopholes to ensure that we can challenge money
laundering at any level in Trinidad and Tobago. The five-day update requirement
Is overly rigid and burdensome for small or family trusts. It could discourage
legitimate trust formation due to compliance costs. Again, red tape and cost are a
major challenge for many businesses in Trinidad and Tobago.

For clause 3, the Proceeds of Crime Act, Chap. 11:27, expands definitions to
include credit unions and entities under the Financial Institutions Act. Broadens
supervisory authority coverage to virtual asset providers, insurance and securities.
Updates financial obligations and regulations, to exclude utility bill payment
services from money-transfer businesses. Mr. Speaker, expanding definitions to
include credit unions and virtual asset providers imposes disproportionate
compliance costs on small community-based institutions. Yet again, it is more red
tape, it is more bureaucracy, more challenges, more costs, more fines. What is this
Government doing to promote small businesses in Trinidad and Tobago?

When the previous Government was in office the non-energy sector at one
point had outgrown the energy sector of Trinidad and Tobago. And that was not

by accident. It is because we had placed several incentives to grow and develop
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businesses in this country so that they could employ people and really boost the
economy of Trinidad and Tobago. Many of those incentives have been washed
away by burdensome taxes. It is unnecessary. This closes the casket on many
small businesses in this country, because they are not going to have the means,
whether they be involved in sport, whether they be involved in the arts to maintain
this and also aspects of the procurement legislation. It is just too much for many.
5.25p.m.

Mr. Speaker, clause 4. The clause 4, the Police Service Act, it corrects a
cross-reference error, section 49B. Mr. Speaker, correcting cross-reference errors
IS minor, but you can argue that legislative energy is better spent on technicalities
rather than substantive reforms, and we would have mentioned that earlier in the
proceedings.

Clause 5, Registration of Clubs Act, defines “FIUTT” and “AML/CFT/CPF”
terms. Licensing Committee may refuse registration if applicants have convictions
of fraud, dishonesty or financial crimes. Well, Mr. Speaker, that would certainly
rule out several Members of the current Government, if you consider what is going
on.

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]

Mr. B. Manning: Itis true.

Mr. Speaker: That is just outrageous. Come on, you know the rules. You are the
first to complain about breach of those rules from the other side.

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Withdraw it and move on.

Mr. B. Manning:—Mr. Speaker, does the rule exclude me from telling the truth?

Mr. Speaker: Withdraw it and move on.
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Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Withdraw it and move on.

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | withdraw.

Mr. Speaker: Move on.

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, clause 5, says the Licensing Committee may
refuse registration if applicants have convictions of fraud, dishonesty or financial
crimes. FIUTT designated a supervisory authority for clubs, Mr. Speaker. Is that
true or not true? It is true, it is a fact. There are several Members of the
Government who would not qualify to apply under this piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker: Can | now just ask you which Member of the Government there has
a conviction?

Mr. B. Manning: Sir, they know themselves.

Mr. Speaker: Has a conviction?

Mr. B. Manning: They know themselves.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. B. Manning: Mr. Speaker, there are several Members of the Government
who are currently out on bail, that is not my fault, that is a fact.

Mr. Speaker: Well, plainly you do not know the difference between an allegation
and a conviction. You have a duty as an elected Member speaking in a debate, to
represent the facts and the law correctly. You know very well that there is a vast
and fundamental difference between an allegation and a conviction. You have
persisted in saying the most outrageous things.

Mr. Lee: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: And | asked you to withdraw it and move on. You cheekily said

you will withdraw it, disingenuously at that, and then you come back with it.
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There is a vast difference. Perhaps you are not aware that the presumption of
innocence applies to whoever is on bail. There is—point to one of them who has a
conviction. A conviction. Why would you say something so outrageous knowing
fully well it is not true? Move on. And | am putting you on notice.

Mr. B. Manning: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: One more instance of this and | am going to invoke the rule under
Standing Order 55.

Mr. B. Manning: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Greatly appreciate your guidance.
Clause 6, Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago Act, Chap. 72:01,
defines non-profit organisations, Mr. Speaker. Extends FIUTT’s powers to
monitor non-profit organisations, request documents and issue directives. Requires
FIUTT to cooperate with domestic and international regulators, Mr. Speaker,
issues that we have. Extending FIUTT powers to NPOs and listed businesses may
stretch resources too thin. Does the FIUTT have the prerequisite ability to manage
all of these new responsibilities? And that is exactly what the former Minister of
Finance had said earlier. We have an evaluation in just a few weeks, they bring
this legislation today. How soon can it be enacted? It will not be enacted and that
is why we believe that we are going to fail the next evaluation in the next few
weeks, and the Government will look for all kinds of people to blame, everyone
else but themselves. We are saying it is them.

Moving on, Mr. Speaker. Clause 7, Companies Act, Chap. 81:01.
Companies must notify Registrar of share transfers, redemptions and beneficial
ownership changes within 30 days. Registrar empowered to strike off companies
for false or misleading filings, administrative fines, introduced for offences.

Registrar may enquire into in-active companies and strike them off after notice
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periods. That gives vast powers to the Registrar of this country, Mr. Speaker. We
are saying that 30-day reporting requirements for beneficial ownership changes
may be impractical for complex transactions. So, yet again, Mr. Speaker, we see
the theme.

We believe that many of these requirements are going to add a layer of
complexity and bureaucracy and red tape to many businesses in this country that
would just be too much for them. It would put them out of business, as this
Minister of Finance has already put many businesses in this economy out of
business. The last thing that we need at this point in time is additional red tape and
bureaucracy. Could create duplication of oversight with other regulators. As I said
earlier again, there is a piece of legislation making its way to this House that is
intended to bring bodies under the control of the Central Bank. How does that
interfere with what is being done here today? | hope the Attorney General can
answer that question when he winds up. Smaller NPOs may lack capacity to
comply, leading to unintended closures as we said.

The Partnership Act, clause 8, defines authorized corporate service
providers. Requires partnerships to verify beneficial owners and file certified
returns. Registrar empowered to query discrepancies and impose administrative
fines. False or misleading filings offence with fines up to $10,000. Well, nothing
excites the Minister of Finance more than new fines, that we understand.
Mandating certified filings by partners or corporate service providers increases
cost for small partnerships. Administrative fines may incentivise or pay-to-comply
behaviour, rather than genuine adherence, could discourage informal partnerships
from formal registration, Mr. Speaker, again, more red tape.

Clause 9, the Registration of Business Names, Act. Registrar may issue
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notices if filings are misleading, false or deceptive. Registrar’s power to act on
reasonable grounds may be too broad, risking arbitrary enforcement. Does the
Registrar General have the resources and the ability to enforce many of these new
powers? We are saying that we do not believe that is the case. So, we have a piece
of legislation that says one thing but the reality is something different, and the
people involved in the FATF evaluation will not be fooled.

Clause 10, Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act, Chap.
84:06. Bars, licensing of applicants with convictions for fraud, dishonesty or
financial crimes. FIUTT designated a supervisory authority for dealers. Court
may cancel licences upon conviction. Clause 10. Blanket bans and licensing
individuals with prior convictions may be overly punitive, ignoring rehabilitation,
could conflict with reintegration policies and limit economic opportunities.
Judicial discretion may be undermined by automatic licence cancellation. We are
saying that there is not enough here being left to discretion of those involved. It is
extremely punitive and draconian.

Clause 11. Non-Profit Organisations Act, No. 7 of 2019, clarifies definitions
to apply to express trust. Registrar empowered to query discrepancies in NPO
filings, administrative fines are introduced for offences. FIUTT oversight
extended to NPOs. Extending FIUTT’s oversight risks overburdening charities
like community groups. It is a common theme, Mr. Speaker. Compliance cost
may discourage civic engagement, proportional oversight. Focusing on high risk
NPOs would be a more balanced intervention. And that is maybe an amendment
that we can consider. Instead of all NPOs, we should be aware that there are
certain types of NPOs that are far more likely to be involved in wrong doing than

others. So, instead of casting a broad net, let us focus on the ones that are more
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likely to be up to wrong doing.

Mr. Speaker, clause 10. Licensing of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones)
Act, Chap. 84:06. Bars, licensing of applicants with convictions for fraud,
dishonesty of financial claims. FIUTT designated a supervisory authority for
dealers. Court may cancel licences upon conviction. Mr. Speaker, something that
we should also be very careful about, because a lot of older people in this country
save their money by purchasing precious metals. Many may not still trust banks,
as we know, with our grandparents. Many of them—instead of keeping dollars in
a hidden place, they prefer to buy jewellery, because it is a lot more hardy, would
not be eaten by rodents, it would survive a flood, survive fire. Those persons who
may want to sell their jewellery and so on at different points for cash may feel that
they may have to register to do that and they may have difficulty. We have to also
consider the culture of Trinidad and Tobago with implementing some of these
rules.

Clause 11, Non-Profit Organisations Act, No. 7 of 2019, clarifies definitions
to apply to express trust. Registrar empowered to query discrepancies with NPO
filings, administrative fines introduced for offences. FIUTT oversight extended to
NPQOs, Mr. Speaker.

So, Mr. Speaker, fines may be perceived as revenue raising, rather than
deterrence. | am sure the Minister of Finance has heard that many times. Risks of
uneven enforcement or bureaucratic overreach. Uniform rules across sectors
ignores sector specific realities, creating disproportionate burdens, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, going through the clauses of this Bill, it is clear to us that it
was not completely thought through and that this Bill in no way maintains the

spirit of what is being offered to us in terms of modernizing our financial system.
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It is just not being done. We are going to we have an evaluation next few weeks,
we are not going to pass that evaluation, because this Bill in no way assists us in
achieving the goals meted out to us by these international agencies.

So, we are asking those on the other side, please let us have something that
makes sense. We are also insinuating, as | will explain, how the non-cancellation
of the TTRA would have allowed us to comply with the mandates of this FATF
Bill, much sooner, much faster and in a much more meaningful way.

Mr. Speaker, let me remind this House and the people of Trinidad and
Tobago that the Revenue Authority, what was its main purpose? To combine the
tax functions, Income Tax, VAT, Customs and Excise, under one unified body,
instead of separate agencies. That is exactly what it is, the modernisation of our
financial system is about. Collection and enforcement, responsible for assessing
taxes, collecting payments, auditing taxpayers and enforcing compliance.
Information sharing, coordinate with financial intelligence units like the FIUTT,
and other regulators to detect tax evasion. Money laundering and elicited flows,
risk base oversight, use data analytics to identify high-risk taxpayers or sectors for
targeted audits, rather than blanket enforcement. That is what the TTRA was
meant to do. That is exactly what the EU Global Forum and FATF, they are
asking this country to do and what those on the other side decided to do, their first
day in office and in this Parliament, was to cancel this venerable body.

Other modernization strategies, digital transformation. Online filing and
payment systems reduce manual paper work, all of that is for modernization. Data
analytics and Al, integrated registries, Mr. Speaker. Customer service orientation,
international standards and alignment, that would have been the impact of the

revenue authority, greater efficiency, credibility, fairness, investment climate, that
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Is what we are looking for. And how this links with the FATF compliance, Mr.
Speaker, is that FATF requires countries to demonstrate effective monitoring of
financial transactions, to prevent money laundering, terrorist financing and tax
evasion. The TTRA would have played a critical role, collecting and analysing tax
data that can reveal suspicious activity and that was the main purpose of the
TTRA, Mr. Speaker.

The TTRA would have democratized tax collection in this country and by
doing that, it would mean by compiling all of the different agencies, no one would
have been able to slip through that net. It would have become a lot more difficult.
It was intended to close a $10billion annual tax gap in this country. If this
Government was serious about white collar crime, they would not have cancelled
the TTRA again. The TTRA, cooperating with the FIUTT, or Financial
Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago, to share information on potential
AML/CFT risks, ensuring beneficial ownership transparency, through company
and trust filings linked to tax records, the creation of the TTRA was part of a
broader package of reforms, aimed at satisfying FATF recommendations and
addressing EU concerns about tax governance. That is what the TTRA was about.
5.40p.m.

So when Members come to this House and say that the PNM this, and the
PNM that, and the PNM was delaying this Bill and we were not supporting and so
on, that is just not the case. The facts do not bear that out. We were doing
everything required to ensure that we were in compliance with these international
agencies. Those on the other side came in and they tore it all down. And now they
are rushing to try to meet compliance with a slapdash, piecemeal piece of

legislation that we know will have absolutely no effect in reality; none. And that is
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exactly why we will not pass muster in the next evaluation, Mr. Speaker.

So, Mr. Speaker, it is a simple, straightforward Bill. And dealing with the
EU, dealing with FATF, dealing with the Global Forum, we knew that we were
well on our way to meeting with the compliance; meeting with compliance and
really working with these various agencies, so that Trinidad and Tobago could
modernize our system. And in modernizing the system, we mean that we would be
dealing with white-collar crime in Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, we maintain
that those on the other side are not serious about dealing with white-collar crime.
Mr. Speaker, | thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: San Fernando East, | am going to put it on record that I think what
you did there, you were being deliberately offensive. You knew very well what
you were doing. You withdrew it, you came back—
Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker—
Mr. Speaker: | am not inviting a discussion. Have a seat. Have a seat.
Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, then | too—I too would like to put on record that |
believe that you—
Mr. Speaker: Have a seat. Have a seat.
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Have a seat. Have a seat. Have a seat.
Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Have a seat. Have a seat. | am going to require you to apologize to

the Members and the House for making what you knew to be a deliberately false,
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misleading, offensive and insulting remark. | am going to require—

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | did not and | already withdrew the statements.

Mr. Speaker: | am going to require you to apologize.

Mr. Manning: | withdrew the statement as you requested initially. | withdrew it.
Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: | am going to require you to apologize. And if you do not
apologize, pursuant to 55(1), I am issuing you a formal warning.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | withdraw and | apologize.

Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much. Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Stuart Young SC (Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West). Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker. The piece of legislation before us today is a continuum. And
| think it is important to start by putting this into some context, especially for those
whom we represent who may not be fully aware and cognizant of how this may
affect them and their daily lives. And I will start, Mr. Speaker, by just talking or
putting on record the body called FATF, that we use the acronym because we have
been using it now for well over a decade. And FATF stands for Financial Action
Task Force, an international body that was formed, really, Mr. Speaker, to combat
and to tackle the issues of money laundering, terrorist financing and financing of
proliferation.

How this affects small island states, such as ours, is that we are required to
be part of the international financing community and to participate globally in
banking arrangements via things like correspondent banking. And this body has
the responsibility to try and regulate global financing, and in particular, to deal

with those areas | have just identified. And very often, because of how small we
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are in the scheme of things, they make requirements of us that are, one, very
difficult for us to fulfil, and two, affect us in ways that we really have no control
over, because our loss of correspondent banking would be disastrous to us all, and
in particular to the constituents and the citizens that we represent. For example,
they will no longer be able to send or receive money abroad and to receive money
from persons abroad, no longer be able to easily conduct financial business
transactions, paying for goods, ordering goods and these types of things.

One of the disadvantages that we frequently find ourselves at in Trinidad
and Tobago, and many, many other Caricom islands and nations is requirements
are put on us without an appreciation of how we effectively really live life and do
business, for example, in Trinidad and Tobago. Within the past decade, we have
had, at Caricom level, to rush off, for example, to the US Capitol and to ask for
meetings with congressional hearings before, for example, Representative Maxine
Waters from California, who at the time was in charge of the financial
congressional body, to alert them to some of the difficulties that we were being put
in. So, for example, very often, Trinidad and Tobago, not only with FATF but
with the Global Forum, we are somehow labelled as some sort of tax forum, which
we all know we are not. We have no IBCs, we have no protection from tax in
Trinidad and Tobago, but they put these responsibilities on us.

And today, this Bill has to plug some of those gaps that, once again, when
we are looking at it, we are concerned and it is our duty just to register. And this
puts no blame on the Government, because we have been there. We have been
there. And I recall back in 2016, when it was all falling down because we came in
in 2015 and met that we were already on the grey list, about to go on to the

blacklist, and we were required to pass legislation that required a special majority.
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And unfortunately, at that time, our friends on the other side, who were in
Opposition, made it quite clear that they were not going to provide their support,
and it led to a crisis because we were just a few days before becoming blacklisted,
loss of correspondent banking. And we came to Parliament, and they said they
would not support the legislation. We, on this side, have taken a decision that for
the sake of Trinidad and Tobago, and to ensure that our citizens continue to be
protected, we will support the legislation. But we are very cautious, and it is our
duty to record some of the concerns that we have.

So, to go back to that 2016 incident, I remember that time it was Member for
Trinity/Maloney, Sen. Al-Rawi and myself who were appointed by the
Government to meet with the Opposition, to sit down with the legislation, to try
and get their support because we are about to lose the correspondent banking. And
if it was not for the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago being alert to what was going
to happen to them, that they could no longer send or receive money from their
children, send money to their children, or receive from their children, conduct their
business, it would not have happened. And the responsible Opposition that you are
seeing here today is not going to put Trinidad and Tobago into that trauma again.

But what we must do is point out, one, that they continue to impose on us
requirements that, quite frankly, are unnecessary in our environment, and | will get
to it. For example, when you look at the whole trustee provision, this came out of
an attempt to combat corruption globally over the past decade, where they started
going after trust. But Trinidad and Tobago is not known, for a second, as a
province, as a country, as a sovereign nation that offers some sort of trust
legislation that protects people who are trying to money launder or to hide funds.

And one of our concerns is we sit here and we pass legislation—and |
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remember many times over the past 10 years, we had to come here as a PNM
Government and ask those on the other side for their support and hear all sorts of
things about good legislation, they will support, and this is bad legislation, and
why they would not support, and put the country through trauma and say, “But you
all come in to amend again and you amended two years ago,” and to make a whole
“tra-la-1a” of that. The truth is, it is because bodies, such as FATF, continue to
move the goalposts and that is why we are here today, about to face another
scrutiny from persons outside of Trinidad and Tobago, that if we do not pass this
today, we will fail. But the reality is even if we pass this today, we are still at risk
because it is not only about the passage of this legislation, but more importantly, it
Is about the enforcement.

And one of our serious concerns, because we are seeing it, is have other
pieces of legislation that have similar provisions that are supposed to help us to get
over these hurdles, have they been assented to? Have they been proclaimed?
There is nowhere that we can go to easily to see and to match. And I will ask, on
our behalf, that the next time—Dbecause there is going to be a next time, and it may
be only a matter of months or weeks from now we will be back with another
similar miscellaneous Bill. | am going to ask that the Government, on the next
occasion, provides the Opposition with the sort of consolidated amendments
because it is a number of pieces of legislation.

And if we are to assist in doing our jobs properly and to contribute, the least
that can be done is when you are sending these Bills, send us the same thing that
you have that is prepared by the public servants to see, okay, well, these are the
amendments to the Trustees Ordinance, which, as Mr. Speaker will be well aware,

is a law from 1939. That in itself shows that Trinidad and Tobago is not a
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jurisdiction that provides specific trusts that people are hiding behind. But we are
faced with being a small fish in the global scheme of things and this international
reality. It is not proportionate, Mr. Speaker, for countries as small as us who are
placed with these burdens and these obligations.

The next point that is of concern to us is very often—Dbecause it took us
years to get Trinidad and Tobago off of that grey list, and the then Attorney
General having to make numerous trips to Paris and to here and there and
everywhere all over the world to meet with people to convince them to put us on
the radar, to let them know what we are doing, the difficulties we are having with
the passage of legislation to fulfil their obligations that really mean the world to us,
because it is turning us upside down, but nothing to them. We are not a tax haven.
There are no beneficial trusts in Trinidad hiding the millions and billions of
dollars. The truth is, those places are in Miami, they are in London, as we know.
The majority of real estate in London is owned by sanctioned people. But the focus
Is put on us and the pressure is put on us, and that is why we are here today. And
the failure if we are—if we as a country are to come not comply with these
requirements would be disastrous for us.

So, again, I ask in the future—because we will be back here. The goalpost
constantly moves, and not for nefarious reasons because the truth is, when you are
combating criminality, especially white-collar crime, these are people who are very
creative. So, as you plug one loophole, within a matter of days, they will find
another loophole, and then FATF would put more requirements and say, you need
to do this, you need to do that. And I share the concerns of the previous speakers
on this other on this side, including the Member for San Fernando East, because

what we are told, and what our understanding is, having managed the process for
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the last 10 years, is if we do not implement—so not just pass the legislation, but
properly implement what we will come to in the Bill, we are going to fail. And
having worked our way over the last 10 years off of the grey list, it would be a
disaster for Trinidad and Tobago.

5.55p.m.

So on occasions like this, with these pieces of legislation, Mr. Speaker,
through you, we ask the Government provide us with the information in advance,
and as much in advance so that we can look at it, and we can work with you on it,
and we can do the responsible thing, unlike what they did for 10 years. Mr.
Speaker, this piece of legislation starts with amendments to the Trustee Ordinance
Chap. 4 of 1939 to plug a new loophole that has arisen, | assume, pointed out by
FATF or CFATF to say, cover express trust. So not only constructive trusts or
other types of trusts, but now express trusts. Again, when you know a little bit
about trust law, express trusts are the ones you should be least worried about.
Because, of course, as its name suggests, you are listing who the beneficiaries are.
You are listing what the properties are, et cetera, but it is a requirement. So we
must get it done.

When we turn to the provisions dealing with the express trust, it is a
requirement at clause 2, making the amendments to the Trustee Ordinance to add
the word “express trust” instead of where the word “trust” exists. Really, what it is
doing, Mr. Speaker, is, quite sensibly, asking for information to be provided on the
register, and specific information. Then, whenever there is a change within five
days, you have to update it. So, | ask the Attorney General, are we in a state of
preparedness, as we know how difficult it is? For example—well, the Member for

Barataria/San Juan is not here, and | just remembered, | think that Registrar
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General falls under him now, that department, | stand to be corrected, so many
changes—but are they in a position to get this done when we pass this law? We
know that we had to continue providing amnesty after amnesty.

| heard the Member for Barataria/San Juan say with much aplomb, as though
he was the one that achieved something by an amnesty for registration of
companies, the truth is that it was absolutely necessary because the systems could
not catch up. The systems were not in place. The implementation could not be
done for well over a year. Now | ask the Attorney General—we are saying, is this
a FATF requirement to go as short as every five days? Because we know with
trusts—so, for example, there are companies, professional companies that provide
trusts and trust services, and very often, they are the executors of the trust. They
are the trustees, and they work on instructions. So, suppose now there is a change
by the person who has set up the trust, or the beneficiary has become aware, and
that does not happen within five days.

The consequences of not having it accurate and up to date, and updated
within, at least, five days of there being a change, the reality is in our daily life in
Trinidad that is almost impossible to achieve. Is this something that we can look
at? Is this something that the Attorney General can say, “Listen, five days is not
plausible in Trinidad and Tobago because, as it is right now, you have to set up
appointments to get via online systems, to get an appointment at the Registrar
General’s department. Can you do this online?” What if you are a company
providing these services professionally, and the information does not come to you
within that five-day period? Look at it, the failure to provide the information you
go on at new clause (3D)(9)—because of the amount of amendments, it is a little

bit difficult follow. But the clause that talks about the failure to provide
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information:

“Where—

(@) atrustee of an express trust or administrator of any other form
of legal arrangement fails without reasonable cause to send any
report, return, notice, document, or the prescribed fee the
Registrar General; or

(b) the Registrar General has reasonable cause to believe that any
information is misleading, false or deceptive in a material
particular contained in a report, return, notice or other
document,

that is required by the Ordinance or the Regulations...”—blah, blah, blah.

It then goes on to set out what the consequences of it are: That the trust can
be cancelled. It can be cancelled. Is this now going to be the nail in the coffin that
drives these companies that provide professional trust services out of business?
Because the banks used to do it. There used to be a company set up by Royal
Bank, Royal Bank Trust. They are no longer in existence because the burdens just
became too difficult for them to carry, the administrative responsibilities, but it
affects the everyday person. It affects a parent who wants to set up a trust for their
children or their grandchildren, and they want to go to a professional company.
So, is this something that can be looked at? Is this something that the Attorney
General has some leeway with, in speaking to FATF? To say, “Listen, we need
some more time. Administratively, this is not possible.”

The next one, Mr. Speaker, is—and you see here the prosecution for
offences, again, a sensible provision is being put in place that gives the Registrar

General some leeway to issue a notice before you send for criminal prosecution.
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So, a notice: “Correct this, fix this”, or payments by administrative fines. Sounds
good. Seems to be a good policy, but when one looks now at the administrative
fines, they are actually very, very expensive. We are not setting up legislation for
the ultra-rich. We are not setting legislation for companies that form trusts for
other companies, and this type of thing. So, when you look at—so Schedule 11, the
new proposed Schedule 11, on page seven of the Bill:

“(i1)  inserting after Schedule 11, the following Schedule:

Schedule 111
Offences in respect of which criminal liability may be discharged by
payment of an administrative fine.”

Sounds like a good policy, but should we not look at these administrative
fines? So, look at the first one 2A(12):

“Failure by a trustee administrator to register and express trust or other form

of legal arrangement.”

The criminal penalty is $10,000. The administrative fine that the Registrar General
can issue for less than six months is $10,000; more than, is 15. That one seems
reasonable, except that you are putting this burden, now, on the trustee or the
administrator.

A trustee or an administrator works on the basis of instructions. Supposed
now the instructions are not clear enough, or the instructions cannot be carried out?
What does it now mean for these fines? The second one is of concern to us at
10C(3):

“Failure of a beneficial owner, without reasonable cause, to submit a

statement in to the trustee or administrator.”

The criminal penalty on conviction is $10,000 and imprisonment for three years,
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and $300 every day. The administrative fine is double that, $20,000.

Are these the administrative fines that are being put on us, Trinidad and
Tobago, by FATF, without any ability on our part to say, no we want our fines to
be lower? Because if they can be lower, maybe we should have a tiered system,
that if the trust is over X amount of dollars, then it is a higher fine. It is not
proportional if it is a small trust, as we have, especially, in some of our close-by
jurisdictions, not that that would affect Trinidad, but you know that, especially the
older folk, that is what they used to do. These are some of our concerns.

Clause 3 is now dealing with trying to capture credit unions under the
Proceeds of Crime Act, and making a specific amendment that deletes the word
and the use of the word “society” and substitutes it with the word “credit union”.
Again, on the face of it, very understandable, because on the face of it we know
that the credit unions can be a place—can be, | am not saying that they are or that
there is a proliferation of it—a place that is used for money laundering because, of
course, they have less regulations; they have less strictures; they may have less
know-your-customer, and less anti-money laundering provisions in place.

So, it makes sense to try and regulate them. Again, something that we were
looking at over the last 10 years, something I am sure the Government will be
coming to the Parliament with in the not too distant future, if they can get the
mandate to try, for example, put credit unions under the Central Bank as a
regulatory body. Because we have seen in this country the disaster, the credit
union movement, if it is not properly regulated, can be with the Hindu Credit
Union and the massive losses that are caused to tens of thousands of those in our
society.

When we look at this, we have concerns on the side because we know the
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difficulties. Again, the implementation, are we in a position to implement? FATF

29

1s not going to just say, “Okay, you have passed legislation.” They are going to
want reports now on the implementation and on the administration side. Another
thing that we were alerted to is that, unfortunately, a lot of the public servants, the
technocrats, with the institutional knowledge in this area, have been terminated.
They have been let go at the Office of the Attorney General, at the Ministry of
Homeland Security, where NAMLC used be—

Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 55(b). We heard the issue of people being fired before
when Diego Martin North/East spoke.

Mr. Speaker: | do not think the Member is spending a lot of time on that. So, I
think it is some context.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: The point is that not only institutional knowledge is lost, but as
| have said at the outset, to get past with these bodies like FATF and Global
Forum, it is relationships, because to them Trinidad is not even a speck on a map,
but when they know the name, they know the face, there is somebody they deal
with, that they have built up credibility and a reputation that they say, “Okay, the
Government is doing all of that it can take and is taking the legislation to
Parliament, give them a little bit more time.” That is what counts in reality. So the
terminating of people has far-reaching consequences, and that is a concern.

We then go, Mr. Speaker, to clause 5, which deals with the registration of
clubs. Now registration of clubs, and the clubs that they are supposed to licence
with the Licensing Committee, we all know, because it is a global problem. It is an
area that very often attracts serious money laundering, and, also, very often,

terrorist financing, because, of course, huge amounts of cash are passing in these
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Institutions.

So, again, because one of the first things you do as a young practitioner,
well, back in the day anyway, is you may appear before a licensing committee, but
times have changed. Now to see the Licensing Committee being given this new
mandate and an expansion and broadening of its power—again, on the face of it, it
appears to be a good policy. It appears to be a move in the right direction:

“8. (1) The Licensing Committee to which an application is made may, in

its discretion, refuse to order the Secretary to enter any club in a register

if—
(@ inits opinion—

(i)  the return furnished under section 5 is incomplete;

(i) the evidence as to the objects of the club or system of
management, or as to the character of the club
premises is unsatisfactory;”

Persons knew when you were appearing before those licensing committees
that they would, “Yes, there is a book, a membership book at the entrance that
everybody has to sign,” and everybody in town knew that nobody was signing the
book. Well, it has become even worse now from the point of view of lack of
accountability.

So, this is a good power to give to the Licensing Committee, but then, on
paper, when you get to the reality, now, of implementation, we all, who practice,
know the difficulties with licensing committees. Do they have the administrative
capability? Do they have the infrastructure to support them? The records to
support them? To provide the type of information that this legislation envisages to

stop the ills that it is trying to stop? Then they talk about:
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“(b) the applicant, his owners, directors, beneficial owners or senior
employees, where applicable, has been convicted of an offence—
(i)  involving fraud, dishonesty, or deception;
(i)  afinancial crime...”—et cetera, et cetera—
6.10 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, on that point, allow me to just digress a little bit, as it dawned
on me listening to a previous conversation. Whilst there are some of us here who
practise law and some, Mr. Speaker, who have a lot of experience, not everybody
knows the difference between being charged and a conviction. But, for this to be
useful, this to be enforced, we are asking the Government to make sure that the
licensing committee now has access to records. They are not going to be subject to
appeals, they are not going to be subject to challenge. Who is going to provide this
information with respect to convictions? Where is that information going to come
from? Is it going to come from the police, who are supposed to be assisting the
licensing committee? These are the things that need to be put in place for this to
make sense, and it is not just a fagade.

You then go on to clause 6, Mr. Speaker, the Financial Intelligence Unit of
Trinidad and Tobago Act. This now is dealing predominantly with non-profit
organizations and NPOs. Again, we recently, within the last five years, passed
legislation and amendments, again due to these obligations, to now capture NGOs
and to put strict requirements on these NGOs and to ensure that they have audited
accounts, and to open up a special section at the Registry—the Company’s
Registry or the Registrar General’s Department—for the registration of these
NGOs. And now it is giving the FIU a power, notwithstanding any other remedy
available to it, if, in the opinion of the FIUTT, an NPO for which it is the oversight
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authority, has violated or is about to violate a guideline issued by the FIUTT, the
FIUTT may issue a directive to such NPO to take action. So rather than rushing
straight to prosecution, you are giving them some ability to try and enforce the law.
But the concern with this one for me, and for us on this side, Mr. Speaker, is
when you look at clause 6(b), clause 6(c), and in particular (c)(ii):
“(i1) by inserting after subsection (3), the following subsection:”
And, it is a new subsection (4). And this is of serious concern.
““(4) The FIUTT, in performing its functions under this section, may -
(@) co-operate with;
(b) provide information to; and
(c) receive information from.”
And look at how bland it is, how vague it is, how wide it is.
“licensing, regulatory, supervisory and other authorities in Trinidad and
Tobago, or elsewhere, as may be agreed between the FIUTT and those
authorities.’.”
So, presumably via a MOU or a MOA, a Memorandum of Agreement, we
are now giving the FIU this power to provide information to any body that is a
regulatory body or a supervisory body or an authority? The broadest one or other
authorities in Trinidad and Tobago? What is the definition of an authority? But
we are giving them the power now to disperse and dispense with persons’
information under this, with respect to NGOs or whatever else it may cover? That
is a red flag. Why are we doing that?
You then go to the Companies Act. And, this again is dealing with the issue
of transferring shares, membership interest—

Mr. Speaker: Member, | think your time is just about up unless you want your 15
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minutes.

Mr. S. Young SC: Not the full 15, Mr. Speaker, but thank you. You now look at
under the Companies Act, a company, when issuing or transferring shares, again,
on the face of it, it could be a good provision and | can see the logic behind it. But.
the question to the Government is, will this be done? How is it going to be
enforced? Where is the administrative backbone? Where is the administrative
support to implement this? Because that is always the issue. How are you going to
make sure that for these private companies, when there is a transfer of shares, that
it really happens, that when they come to say, “Look, I have transferred the shares,
and I want to insert it at the registry,” that that is there. Because right now, the
infrastructure does not exist. You flip the page, and you see that a company that
fails to ensure the information at the Office of the Registrar General is current and
correct commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of
$10,000. This, to me, Mr. Speaker, is the biggest red flag of this Bill that I ask the
Government to consider.

When you apply this to small contractors, and you apply this to small
entrepreneurs who are now using a company that they have set up. So, for
example, before with CEPEP and CEPEP contractors, to get a CEPEP contract,
you had to have a limited liability company. Very often these persons were now
starting companies, or are small contractors. If they slip here, it is now a $10,000
fine. Many of them are struggling to get business and struggling to survive out
there. So we are going to strike their companies off? Why are we taking these
fines? It is just like all of the legislation within recent times. It is this massive
increase in fines. Again, consider a tiered system.

If you are a larger company with revenues and revenues of millions of
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dollars, that is fine, that is nothing for them. But this will literally shut down many
of the small entrepreneurial companies in our constituencies. | can tell you in East
Port of Spain and in Belmont, when they miss those deadlines, and they then come
and say, “MP, I went down, and I’m trying to get my BIR, and they say, well, the
company, I forgot to file my document.” They do not even know what documents
to be filed are. And, now they are going to be burdened with a $10,000 fine? Why
Is the Government putting the nails in the coffin of the small people? Reconsider
this one, please. And then they are striking off the companies as well, not those
who are trying to make an honest living.

Again, you have the administrative fines. When one looks at the
administrative fines, Mr. Speaker, it is our position on this side that the fines have
now shot up, and when you start to accumulate them, they will again cripple and
shut down businesses. You do the same to the Partnership Act, similar provisions,
the changes are similar, and really, it is partnerships that are dealing with beneficial
owners and trusts and companies that are set up like that. You have the Licensing
of Dealers (Precious Metals and Stones) Act. Anyone who is serious about
fighting corruption will know that that is another area where money laundering
takes place in very frequently because it is easy to move. Precious minerals like
gold and other things anywhere in the world.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to be back here several times over the next year
with similar types of legislation. Our requests remain. We on this side will
support the legislation. We have raised, sensibly, concerns that we have, and in
particular, some of the concerns that we believe should be looked at and carefully
amended. Ask FATF—“Look, we want to apply these things to our own personal
jurisdiction without burdening and collapsing an economy that is already under
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stress and struggling, especially the smaller businesses.”

We have gone through this before, and unlike those on the other side, who,
when they were in Opposition, on every single occasion did not want to support the
government and took the country to the brink of losing correspondent banking.
This Opposition will once again, being a responsible Opposition, having given it
thought and consideration, do what we consider is right for Trinidad and Tobago,
and we will support, subject to the concerns we raised, and hopeful that they will
be taken on board. With those words, Mr. Speaker, | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Attorney General.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Attorney General (Sen. The Hon. John Jeremie SC): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | struggle to follow the three speakers opposite who spoke.
Diego Martin North/West started off by saying—

Hon. Members: East.

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: | apologize sincerely and on bended knees.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: Diego Martin North/East, began by saying that he
supported the legislation. San Fernando—

Hon. Member: East.

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: Thank you. San Fernando East raised a number of
issues, and at the end of it, | was left, well, I did not know whether he was
supporting or not supporting the legislation. Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West
said that he was supporting the legislation, subject to. So that is, | think on any

assessment of things, three separate views from one, | presume, united Opposition.
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More than that, | think | could distil the complaints against the legislation that is
before us into three broad categories.

One I would describe to be hurry, and by “hurry” I mean, well, all of the
synonyms, haste, we were rushed, they were prejudiced, they had 49 pages to read
in two days. | might be wrong, it may be three, it may be one, but let us say two
days. Now, that is not true, and | say that because there is a context to this entire
thing. As one of the three of them said, this is not new. This fifth round exercise
began on the 17" of August 2022. Let me just be abundantly clear about that. The
17" of August 2022, CFATF, the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force, wrote a
letter to the hon. Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs. The letter is
dated the 17" of August 2022 and the material part of the letter says this:

While the FATF has not yet finalized their own plans for the Fifth Round,

we want to give Trinidad and Tobago a very—now, the opposite of hurry is

early, eh—a very early indication that proprietary efforts will commence.
In the paragraph after that, this is what they say in the penultimate line:

In an effort to meet the deadline for presenting CFATF’s first Fifth Round

MER, the on-site will have to occur within the first quarter of 2026.

Now, | think a year has 12 months. A quarter of that is three months:
January, February and March. So since August of 2022, they were told—in
August of 2022, they were told that there would be a MER, the first Fifth Round
MER in the first quarter of 2026. That is March. Okay? And they go on, that is
not the end of it. They say:

Which will mean that official engagement with the mission team could begin

from as early as July of 2025—I must say, in brackets—(or soon thereafter).

So when my colleague from—I am sorry, when the Member for Member for Diego
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Martin North—

Hon. Member: East.

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC:—East said he does not know what took place in
August.

6.25 p.m.

Well, what took place in August was exactly what they said would take
place in August in 2022, four years almost to the day. They began the fifth round
evaluation. And that is all that I will say about this red herring. Because that is
what | heard here this evening, a number of red herrings about dates, August, as
opposed to this, as opposed to that. So let us just put that to one side.

What was their response to that letter of the 17" of August, 2022? Now, |
want to repeat that, 17" of August, 2022, colleagues. Well, in September the 18",
not of 2022; 2023. This is a year, | mean, | was never good at math. | know my
limitations, but | think that, | believe that September of 2023 is a year and a month
after August of 2022. They write, and what do they do in this letter of September
the 18", 2023? Two words, they grovel.

And by that, |1 want to—if you do not believe me, | will use the penultimate
paragraph. Now, the letter is written by a colleague of mine, a colleague of Mr.
Maharaj’s, but I have to tell you the truth. It is a letter. It says:

In light of the above...

He says a number of things, eh. He says, listen, they have THA elections. “Doh
ask me” what THA elections has to do with this. He did not talk about carnival.
He said THA elections. “He say dey have general elections.” And then in the last
two lines, he said:

In light of the above-mentioned circumstances, | write—not to request, you
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know—I write to formally request that Trinidad and Tobago’s MER be

deferred to later in the Fifth Round MER process.

What does that mean? He gave up. He did not say, put it back to 2026,
2027; put it back to sometime in 2026; put it back to 2029; put it back to 2050. He
said defer it to later in the fifth round process. Well, you know what happened?
Nothing. They ignored that, as they should. So that is why we are here this
evening. It is not haste on our part. It is sloth and laziness and incompetence on
theirs.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: So, Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago will be the
first country to be evaluated. This process did start in August of 2025. We are
some fortnight away, two weeks away, from the on-site visit. We have done
everything that is necessary up to this point, and including what we are about this
afternoon, to make us ready.

Now, | pause there for a second. They, and | heard this from both Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West and Diego Martin, North/East, that a number of firings
took place in the AG’s office. True.

Hon. Member: [Crosstalk]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: Say again? True. True. Now, what we did not
hear was this. You see, you do not just walk in and say to someone, well, | do not
like how you look, leave. Or, | do not like how you look, you are a member of the
X party or Y party, leave. But when you occupy a position as important as some of
these individuals did, if you happen to live in Scotland, if you happen to live in
Scotland or spend most of your time in Scotland, and you work in the Attorney

General’s office on a part-time basis, full-time but part-time, you draw a salary
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which is equivalent to or more than that of any of us on this side—Ministers, and
the Attorney General who get a few cents more than most, and the Minister of
Finance who does as well, with the possible exception of the Prime Minister. And
you, yes, you have a relationship with persons in the field, you are not on my staff.
You are not employed with me. And I make no excuses. | make no excuses for
asking those persons to find employment elsewhere.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: And you know what? You know what? The
proof is in the pudding. The fact of the matter is that notwithstanding all of that,
all of the cleaning house, we are here this evening about to be evaluated with that
team in place leading the charge, a team of dedicated public servants leading the
charge, all of whom I might add are resident in Trinidad and Tobago and doing an
eight-hour job in the Republic.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: Now, Mr. Speaker, | would like to digress for a
second, because there was one substantive point that was made by two speakers,
and | am leaving San Fernando East completely out of this. | am leaving—I do not
touch San Fernando East. | do not touch, never touched San Fernando East.

So, Mr. Speaker, with your leave. So about 25 years ago in the United
States, you had a couple of psychologists who came up with something called the
Dunning-Kruger theory. Now, that was—I hear some of my colleagues giggle.
Now, they observed that people with limited knowledge, limited knowledge on a
particular discipline—now that does not mean to say that they do not know
anything about it, eh, but they have limited knowledge of a particular discipline—

that they often overstated their own competence and knowledge of a few things
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within that discipline. Now, they even went as far as to say, well, these are the
symptoms of persons who fall prey, victim to this, and they said that they are
overconfident, they appear to be overconfident, and they tend to shout. Now, | do
not know which one of us—

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: | do not know which one of us—

Hon. Member: [Interruption]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: | did not hear that—but | do not know which one
of us in here this evening might have been shouting a bit, but let us, with that—I
want you to bear that in mind because, you see, if you have a limited knowledge of
something and then you come to say, well, okay, as the Member for Diego Martin
North/East did, he said, the express trust, he said, | do not know what it means,
why not the constructive trust, or the implied trust?

Now, | want to say two things, maybe three. First of all, because we are
speaking to Trinidad and Tobago, and not all of us are lawyers, a trust is an old
concept in law. All of my colleagues on this side who have knowledge of the law
would know that. And it is a device where the true owner of an asset passes it to
someone else to hold for him. Now, usually the purpose is avoidance, some sort of
tax benefit or other benefit, but he wants to shield his legal ownership by passing
the title to someone else.

Now, the legislation before us this evening speaks of express trust.
Something is express if it is written down, if it is known. A constructive trust is
not written down. How can you legislate for a constructive trust, or worse yet, an
implied trust, something that comes after the fact? The law can only bite on

express trust. So, that is the technical answer to the questions, because there were
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two; one from one person, and another from another individual. But there is an
answer why the FATF has targeted express trust. Express trusts are those which
are written down.

And yes, Trinidad and Tobago might not be a huge jurisdiction in terms of
an offshore centre, but there are many individuals in this country who have
millions of dollars. And I dare say, | have found out several, several—I see Mr.
Maharaj looking at me, and | see the Minister of Finance looking at me, because
we now know certain things. These are not people who hold millions of dollars,
millions of dollars. These are people who hold in the very, very, very, very, very
high millions of dollars. They do not hold them often in their hands. They are
held in trust for them. And those are precisely the individuals that the anti-money
laundering experts on the outside want to get under the gun. And you know who is
not standing in front of them to pretend that 1 am blocking for them? Me. And
you know who is not standing in front of them to pretend that she is blocking for
them? The Hon. Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC: So, Mr. Speaker, | end my contribution by asking
all Members to support the legislation.

6.40p.m.

I was heartened when Diego Martin North/East said that, “We are going to
support the legislation”. My heart flickered a bit when I heard the contributions of
some of the others, but you know what? We welcome their support, we want their
support, we encourage their support, but at the end of the day, we are here to serve
the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and come what may, this legislation will pass

this afternoon with or without your support—
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Sen. The Hon. J. Jeremie SC:—because it is in the interest of the people of
Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, | beg to move.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a second time.
Bill committed to a committee of the whole House.
House in committee.
Clauses 1 to 12 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Question put and agreed to: That the Bill be reported to the House.
House resumed.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Question put: That the Bill be read a third time.
Hon. Member: Division.
The House voted: Ayes 36
AYES
Padarath, Hon. B.
Persad-Bissessar SC, Hon. K.
Tancoo, Hon. D.
John, Hon. J.
Moonilal, Hon. Dr. R,
Lee, Hon. D.
Ameen, Hon. K.
Alexander, Hon. R.
Marahaj, Hon. D.
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Sturge, Hon. W.
Bodoe, Hon. Dr. L.
Dowlath, Hon. Dr. M.
Ali, Dr. A.
Morris, Hon. W.
Benjamin, Hon. M.
Watts, Hon. P.
Seecheran, Hon. Dr. R.
Kesar, Hon. E.
Elder, Hon. C.
Sam, Ms. S.
Narinesingh, Mr. H.
Roopnarine, Dr. N.
Gosine, Dr. C.
Thomas, Mr. D.
Gonzales, Mr. M.
Beckles, Ms. P.
Imbert, Mr. C.
Gadsby-Dolly, Dr. N.
Young SC, Mr. S.
Scotland SC, Mr. K.
de Nobriga, Mr. S.
Manning, Mr. B.
Marcelle, Mr. K.
Des Vignes, Mr. H.
Birchwood, Mr. C.

UNREVISED



Miscellaneous Provisions 2 2026.02.27
(FATF Compliance) Bill, 2026 (cont’d)

Romain, Mr. D.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the results of the division are that 36 Members
voted for, zero against, and there were zero abstentions.

Question agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.

ADJOURNMENT
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you most kindly, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, | beg to move that this House do now adjourn to Friday, March 6", at
1.30p.m. My colleague, the Chief Whip, has indicated that they will proceed with
Motion No. 1.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, before I put the question for the adjournment of the
House, there are two matters that qualify to be raised on the Motion for the
adjournment . Member for Arouca/Lopinot.
Use of Body Cameras by Law Enforcement Officers

Mr. Marvin Gonzales: Thank you very much—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | thank you
very much for allowing me to raise a very important matter on the Motion to
adjourn this House, and | decided to bring this matter on behalf of the Opposition,
and thecitizens of Trinidad and Tobago, based on the number of issues that has
been raised in the public domain, with respect to police officers and law
enforcement officers, and the use of body cameras as they go about their lawful

duties.
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Mr. Speaker, this issue has been going on for quite some time, especially
given what has transpired in the public domain, with shootings, and allegations of
wrongdoing, and police excesses by various quarters in the national community.
6.55 p.m.

But, Mr. Speaker, not only in the national community, but this matter has
been raised in editorials, newspapers, newspaper articles, letters to the editors and
even by members of the Judiciary. And allow me to quote for you, Mr. Speaker,
an article which was reported in the Trinidad Guardian on February 6%, 2026,
titled:

“Judge tells citizens: Keep recording police.”

And allow me to quote that article, Mr. Speaker, so that | can put into context this
very important matter.

“High Court Judge Frank Seepersad has encouraged citizens to continue to

record questionable conduct by police officers whilst they are on duty.

Justice Seepersad made the call yesterday, as he upheld a wrongful arrest

and malicious prosecution lawsuit brought by a T&T Regiment officer, who

was charged with assaulting a police officer after he attempted to record him

(the officer) with his cellphone during a traffic stop in 2020.

Seepersad said in the absence of legislation to hold errant police officers

personally accountable for malicious prosecutions, the mandatory use of

body cameras should be prioritised.

‘Contemporaneous recordings provide the best evidence and protects all the

parties involved,” Justice Seepersad said.

‘Until this is done, CCTV cameras and cellphones must be used to record all

interactions between citizens and the police and citizens are urged to use
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their phones to record all matters which involve breaches of the law and the

manner in which the police engage the public,” he added.

While acknowledging that some officers seem to be resistant to being

recorded by citizens, Justice Seepersad suggested that this would improve

transparency and public trust and confidence in the T&T Police Service

(TTPS).”

According to the judge:

““Accountability is required at every level of the society and should not be

resisted or feared...The resistance to accountability often suggests that things

are awry,’ he said.

“‘There is an appalling failure...””—and | quote the judge, Mr. Speaker—

“c...there is an appalling failure rooted in either incompetence, nonchalance,

or complacency, by the leadership of the TTPS to bolster the public’s trust in

the service and to correct the crass and disrespectful manner in which far too
many officers interact with citizens.””

Mr. Speaker, | raise this matter not to call into question any Member of
Parliament, any member of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, or any law
enforcement official, but | raise the matter, Mr. Speaker, because it is very critical,
because the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service is our premier law enforcement
agency. And therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is important that, as all officers, all
agencies, and all organizations, we hold ourselves to very high standards. And
when pronouncements are made by none other than the Judiciary, editorial writers,
et cetera, with respect to the use of body cams and not being able to refute
allegations of wrongdoing, then it destroys confidence in the Trinidad and Tobago

Police Service and their ability to serve the public with pride.
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Mr. Speaker, this is the gist and the rationale for raising this very important
matter. And allow me, Mr. Speaker, to quote an article in the Trinidad Express that
is dated February 7, 2026:

“It follows a series of PR disasters...”—referring to the Joshua Samaroo
murder, which caused a lot of consternation in the society.
“It follows a series of PR disasters since the shooting, starting with Police
Commissioner Allister Guevarro’s initial statement that Samaroo had been
killed in an ‘exchange of gunfire’.
The video footage proved that to be misinformation but, instead of admitting
an error, Guevarro in his follow-up response said the officers involved
would not be suspended, but given counselling. He then issued a statement
about wanting body cameras...filled with excuses about why this could not
happen in the near future. None of this inspires confidence.”—according to
the Express editorial.

But let us go to none other than the Minister of Homeland Security on this
very important matter. The Minister in this Parliament, at a Standing Finance
Committee, Mr. Speaker, when | asked about the $25 million allocation to that
Ministry, he said that it was for the purchase of body cameras. Shortly after he
was asked by the media, the Minister said that he is more interested in what police
officers need, which is body armour and not body cameras. The same Minister,
when the issue of police officers patrolling schools to ensure law and order, was
asked about whether these police officers should be utilizing body cameras. The
Minister of Homeland Security said, “Well, they will not be using”—and | am
paraphrasing what he said—“body cameras because the students will take selfies

with it.”
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Hon. Members: [Crosstalk and laughter]

Mr. M. Gonzales: This is what he said. Mr. Speaker. It gets even more
interesting because in recent times we have seen recent discussions taking place—
please allow me, Mr. Speaker—between commissioners of police present and
commissioners of police in the past, disputing about body cameras that were issued
that cannot function. One said that he purchased 1,200 body cameras, the other
said that he cancelled contracts. All of these things are happening when the public
Is crying out for police officers and law enforcement officers to wear body
cameras, based on what is taking place in society. Therefore, the use of body
cameras is not anti-police. It is about pro-confidence. It is about protecting police
officers from unsubstantiated allegations by members of the public. It protects
members of the public where there might be excesses.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, with all of the procrastination and with all of the
contradictions that we have heard from the Minister of Homeland Security, from
the present commissioner of police, and past commissioners of police on this very
issue, Mr. Speaker, | call upon the Government to stop the vacillation, stop the
contradiction, speak to the population clearly and coherently on this very important
matter because we need confidence in the police service. When we have public
confidence in the police service, you will have a population that is willing to work
with the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service as they go about to enforce the laws
and to protect the people of Trinidad and Tobago. | call upon the Minister of
Homeland Security to speak coherently on this very important matter. | thank you
very much, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: The Minister of Homeland Security.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Homeland Security (Hon. Roger Alexander): Mr. Speaker, |
continue to come to this good House to school the Member for Arouca/Lopinot.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. R. Alexander: Mr. Speaker, the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service and the
Ministry of Homeland Security are not—and | say this again, we are not against
the use of body cams. What we have to explain to persons is this: On arrival at the
Ministry, we unearthed some very unusual types of purchases and agreements with
those purchases concerning those body cameras. When we looked at it, Mr.
Speaker, it was not in the best interest of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. R. Alexander: Mr. Speaker, the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service and the
Ministry of Homeland Security speak to professionalism, accountability,
transparency, efficiency, and responsibility to the highest order. That is why they
have the responsibility to treat with crime and criminality in Trinidad and Tobago.
Mr. Speaker, it seems that persons continue to throw the narrative in the public
domain that the police service is against this and against that. Mr. Speaker, | am
hoping that in the coming days or weeks, | could bring before this Parliament a
true picture of these inconsistencies that we found. Those inconsistencies are as a
result of persons who are now in the Opposition. They purchased these things.
They oversaw the purchases of these things. But yet, they come here today to
speak about body cams.

Mr. Speaker, let me speak of my own experiences at this time. And if they
do not understand, | can put it in writing. Mr. Speaker, a police officer is a person

in your neighbourhood. As a result of that, it means that he is a person just like
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you and me. So the right thing to do—when the Member for Arouca/Lopinot
spoke of me saying that | had issues with the body cam, | never said that, you
know. | said that | want to properly protect the persons who come out on a daily
basis to properly protect you, before.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. R. Alexander: That was the statement | made. By putting proper clothing
on them in terms of protecting their bodies from 7.62 ammunition, 5.56
ammunition—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. R. Alexander:—9mm ammunition, .45 caliber ammunition, and all these
things. That is what | said. We never said that we were against body cams. Mr.
Speaker, in the not-too-distant future, we will get the right procurement to get the
right body cam for the right price—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. R. Alexander.—for each and every police officer in the Trinidad and
Tobago Police Service. It is about speaking about getting value for money. Mr.
Speaker, the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service remains protecting and serving
with pride. So we maintain that professionalism, that respect, that integrity,
dignity, and at the end of all this investigation, excellence. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Road Repairs
(Diego Martin West)

Mr. Speaker: Member for Diego Martin West.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. Hans Des Vignes: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, the hon. Speaker in
this House today, to bring this matter regarding the artery that connects over
10,000 residents of my constituency to the rest of Trinidad and Tobago. The
roadway that has gradually depleted since April 29", 2025, now due to a lack of
attention and repair.
Hon. Members: [Interruptions]
Mr. H. Des Vignes: Now here is the thing. | know the Members on the other side
will look to eschew and shirk their responsibilities. But | quote from a senior
citizenin my constituency, this is the worst the Western Main Road has been in his
over 30 years of owning property in the constituency of Diego Martin West.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. H. Des Vignes: In this area—
Hon. Members: [Interruption and crosstalk]
Mr. H. Des Vignes:—we have those from the oil and gas industry, fitness
enthusiasts, from athletes, all accessing the Western Peninsula. And | also quote
an article from the Trinidad Express. This is by Theresa Wickham:
“The residents of Carenage and Chaguaramas would like to know if the
Minister of Works and Infrastructure has forgotten that there is a district
named Carenage and a Western Peninsula, Chaguaramas, in Trinidad and
Tobago.”
And—
Mr. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, | rise on Standing Order 53(1)(e) and (f). Can the
Member be allowed to continue his contribution in silence, please?

Hon. Member: Noooo.
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Mr. Speaker: Alright, yes, yes, yes. | think that is a valid—you all, let the
Member continue.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
7.10 p.m.
Mr. H. Des Vignes: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for your respect. And, it
Is further disrespect to the people of Carenage and Chaguaramas that we continue
to see, when a government Senator can say that this district is a hole for faecal
matter—
Hon. Member: Wow!
Mr. H. Des Vignes:—that is showing us the attitude and the treatment that is
meted out to the citizens of Diego Martin West and of Carenage.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. H. Des Vignes: So, whilst they may come to the Parliament and talk while
this contribution is being made, it just further shows their disregard for the
constituents.

| bring to your attention quite a few different matters. We see an undulating
road in front of Highlands Plaza. Major potholes in front of the bus stop. Pieces of
metal on the road that are not completely covered. Go a little further, you see
major holes in front of Point Cumana condominiums. You go a little bit further in
front of Big Yard. Big Yard is a special case, because there was a leak in front of
Big Yard, and through the advocacy of the council and myself, during the Carnival
season, we were able to work with WASA to get the leak fixed, the road paved and
get that corrected in time for some of—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]
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Mr. H. Des Vignes: Mr. Speaker, | beg your protection from the Members
opposite, please.

Mr. Speaker: Yes please stop it, come on let us finish.

Ms. Ameen: [Inaudible]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: So, you know, the swift responses from St. Augustine
continue to get to me, you know. So, going further, between Sea View Gardens
before School Street, as you head up the incline, is a hole so bad that they put a
barrel in it. Now, the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure, they saw this barrel.
The barrel sunk into the hole and you know what they did to fix the hole? They
put a next barrel in front of it. That is the kind of disregard that they have for the
constituency.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Now, | go a little further down the road regarding the
sinkhole.

Mr. Sturge: “Is Rohan put dat barrel dey”.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Can you please take your time, Sir? You cannot even go into
your constituency. Beware of how you speak.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Yes, we know, unfortunately.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: So, despite the Ministry’s public notice on August 27",
2025—they guaranteed completed repairs, permanent repairs, by September 5%
2025. September 25", 2025 is when they promised that would be fixed, Mr.
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Speaker. Now, let us go a little bit deeper. October 15", follow-up
correspondence urged the Ministry to address the failing temporary measures.
Because they put plates on the road and the plates did not even cover the hole
properly. It was a hazard for all of the people traversing that road.

Let us go a little bit further. December 2", a further formal follow-up,
highlighted the increased risk to commuters during the peak Christmas season. At
the end of January, | was going to bring a Motion to this Parliament and you know
what we got as we saw the Motion coming forward?—a temporary quick fix. A
temporary quick fix to try and fool the people of Diego Martin West.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Further to that, recently we saw the hole being dug up again,
the temporary fix being removed, and currently that is a one-way lane of traffic in
Chaguaramas. Now, think about how that affects the national security apparatus.
That is where the regiment and the coast guard pass. Think about the way that
affects the actual constituents, the actual residents of this community. Think about
the way the people of Diego Martin are affected. Again, the lack of action from
the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure is pervasive and prevalent. We see it and
we feel it and we experience it. Up to yesterday, no work was being done on the
site. Again, we are now approaching the end of February 2026. This was
promised to be finished by September 5", 2025. Again, another promise made,
another promise broken. Consistency with this Government.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Again, | continue to wonder, why, over and over again, why
are we being treated like this in Carenage and Chaguaramas. But again, when |

continue to see a government Senator come in the area, stand up and take pictures
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and say that the area is a hole for faecal matter, | am reminded of what they think
of us.

Now, there was one instance where the Minister of Works and
Infrastructure, she came and she stood up in front of the hole and said: Yes, it will
be fixed. She posed; did not tell the councillor, did not tell the MP she was in our
area. We respect that she came in the area, and we are thankful that she came in
the area. However, what happened when she came in the area is a different story
completely, and this is the report from the councillor.

The Ministry came and dropped a load of crush-run in dry mix in a sinkhole.

In doing that, the rubble spread all over, clogging the main water course

heading out to St. Peter’s Bay. It clogged the cylinder under the roadway

and compromised the foot traffic for residents who live in the community,
just before the police station, who are now calling my phone to complain.

The police then brought it to my attention. They are disappointed that this

happened, especially with the Minister visiting the site and that due to these

actions that happened under the Minister’s supervision, we are now in line
for severe flooding.
Again, that is why it is important to speak to the residents and the people in the
actual area.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. H. Des Vignes: | go back even to Carnival. The fact that the road was not
fixed for Carnival further exacerbated the traffic situation. Yes, Members on the
other side, they came and they said, Yes, there is a traffic plan for Carnival. All

the fetes could go down Chaguaramas. You see, Mr. Speaker, the way traffic was
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made worse by the damaged road that should have been fixed. Where is the
planning of this current administration? We do not know.

So today, Mr. Speaker, for every serviceman, businessman, employee,
tourist, residence, “feter”, athlete, walker, runner, rider, beach goer, even for my
friend from Toco/Sangre Grande and my friend from Aranguez/St. Joseph, who
continues to remind me that the road needs to be fixed—imagine that, their own
colleagues—

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes:—saying the road needs to be fixed.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: Caroni Central, | know you do too.

Hon. Members: [Continuous laughter and desk thumping]

Hon. Member: No Oropouche?

Mr. H. Des Vignes: So, again, Mr. Speaker, through you to the Minister of Works
and Infrastructure, | have the highest level of respect for you. Just like you, I like
designer shades and walking quickly and taking pictures.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Mr. H. Des Vignes: 1 just asked for the need—for the repair on the Western Main
Road from Glencoe to Carenage. Mr. Speaker, | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Minister of Works and Infrastructure.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister of Works and Infrastructure (Hon. Jearlean John): Mr. Speaker,

| apologize—Hon. Member: [Inaudible]
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Hon. J. John: [Laughter] Maybe | should just say that, because, | mean, it is a
good thing this is Lent and | have given up so much for Lent—

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. J. John:—including cussing, you understand, because really. Mr. Speaker, |
will not keep us back unreasonably. | must say for the Carnival period, | received
a very, very, very persuasive letter from my colleague from Moruga/Tableland
talking about that road and the fact that it would impede the traffic for Carnival, et
cetera.

Mr. Speaker, the Member spoke about temporary work, | do not know if he
does not know what temporary means. It was temporary work. That is just what it
meant. Alright? Therefore, Carnival was on the 16" and 17" of February, and the
Ministry of Works and Infrastructure has mobilized on that road. So what you
have done here is very disingenuous. | mean to say, | am ashamed—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. J. John:—because work is currently ongoing on that side.

| was shocked to know, because when the Leader came to me and said that
that Motion had been withdrawn, you know, and even if it is because of “zess”, or
whatever, the Member must be suffering from newness, or whatever is happening
to him—

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. J. John:—that he decided that he would refile this.

Hon. Members: [Inaudible]

Hon. J. John: No, it has to be newness. | has to be some kind of gladness—

Hon. Members: Yes.
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Hon. J. John:—because yet he refiled this, because he is from down there. It is
his constituency.
Dr. Moonilal: Learn to withdraw properly.
Hon. J. John: | want to ask Members on this Bench, who were in Opposition for
10 years, if anybody on the PNM Government, then in government, fixed one
pothole for years—one pothole?
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Dr. Moonilal: Never. Never. Never.
Hon. J. John: Right? One pothole, “yuh” understand, never. “Yuh” understand.
“Yuh” know—
Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]
Hon. J. John: No, listen to me. If—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Hon. J. John: How I dress, I dress, okay. Whether | wear my designer shades or
whatever—you bring it into the debate, you know. That is a matter for me. You
leave my business alone, friend. I “doh” mind your business. Alright?
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. J. John: We are talking about work and we are not about childish business
in this House. “I in this House long, years and years and years.” Okay? Do not
try to bring me into any debate. Okay?

We are talking about the work, and basically, prior to Carnival, there was a
temporary fix. You said that. That is not just a normal roadway, you know, that is
a drain that outfalls into the sea. So it is a lot more technical work. Basically,

because we knew about the pressure on the road, in collaboration with WASA, we
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came and we put a temporary fix. You call it a “temporary fix”. Carnival was last
week.

Ms. Ameen: “Why Rowley didn’t fix it?”

Hon. J. John: “Well, all ah dat.”

Ms. Ameen: For 10 years.

Hon. J. John: But already the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure is mobilized.
The road is really dug up because the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure is there.
You know, I—just now, let me just tell you and let me sit down, because | need to
go home.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. J. John: | cannot understand this, quite frankly. So, anyway, the Ministry of
Works and Infrastructure has demolished a segment of the culvert and adjusted the
utility lines. It is the intention to cast the base on Monday. Surveyors will be out
on Monday to check out the culvert and check the elevation. “Knowing you, you
might go and maco de road on Monday. So if dey eh come on Monday, dey will
come Tuesday.” Alright?

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. J. John: They have capped off the water lines because it is active. This is
not any two-by-four works, it is really technical work, because for 10 years they
sat down in government and did nothing. The road has collapsed.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Member: Correct. Correct. Correct. Correct.

Hon. J. John: The road has collapsed.

Hon. Member: “Dem talking about pothole.”

Hon. J. John: Itis not a pothole, it is a major PNM hole from 10 years of neglect.
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Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Hon. J. John: We are clearing Digicel’s fiber optics lines. We are preparing the
base on Monday and installing reinforcement. Casting of the base will be Monday
or Tuesday. Well, they put “latest” here, but because “ah know yuh going dong
dey Monday”, I will say Monday or Tuesday, probably Wednesday. All the steel
has been tied off the site and formwork fabricated. The plan will be to put
everything together and cast the segments of the culvert with the deck being done
the following week. All the pictures are here. Alright?

In addition, for my colleagues who will get vex with me because “dey ain’t
get ah pothole fix in 10 years”, the Ministry is actively collaborating with WASA
to fix and restore the critical section of the Western Main Road damaged by utility
leaks—utility leaks—which is to start on the 28" of April, by the way, right, with
four of the five priority items being temporarily resolved. So the Ministry will
continue to monitor the final active site, et cetera, et cetera.

Basically, what | am saying is, we have detected or identified 29 small
projects down there, scheduled along the Diego Martin Main Road to the
northbound/southbound lane of the Diego Martin Highway, St. Lucien Road, and
Sierra Leone Road. So, really and truly, we are a government for all, because
when UNC wins, the Diego Martin West wins. Alright?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. J. John: So we are getting the work done. So, Mr. Speaker, | do not want to
hold us up any more. Thank you.

Dr. Moonilal: Well said. Well said.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question put and agreed to.
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House adjourned accordingly.

Adjourned at 7.23 p.m.
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