Leave of Absence 2026.01.23

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 23, 2026
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
. LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received communication from the
Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC, Member of Parliament for Siparia, who has
requested leave of absence from today’s sitting of the House. The leave which the
Member seeks is hereby granted.

Can | just take this opportunity—this is my first Sitting which the Member
has returned to the House, for Trincity/Maloney, to welcome back.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Hon. Speaker, it is the intention of the hon.
Prime Minister to make herself available at the next Sitting of the House of the
Representatives for Prime Minister’s Questions. Today the hon. Prime Minister is
unable to attend today’s Sitting of the House.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, we will defer the session—the part of the session
devoted to Prime Minister’s Questions, the half an hour, for the next Sitting of the
House. Thank you very much.
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Mr. Des Vignes: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1 notice the Member of

Parliament for Moruga/Tableland, the Minister of Culture and Community
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.01.23

Development, is not here with us but I will still ask the question here today.
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business—I understand that the hon.
Minister is now making her way into the Chamber.
Steelbands and Outreach Programmes
(Support Measures)
38. Mr. Hans Des Vignes (Diego Martin West) asked the hon. Minister of
Culture and Community Development:
Given the National Gas Company’s withdrawal of support for Couva
Joylanders, La Brea Nightingales and Steel Explosion, and given the
withdrawal of support by Heritage Petroleum for Skiffle Bunch Steel
Orchestra and Siparia Deltones, will the Minister confirm the transitional or
Immediate support measures being implemented to ensure the survival of
these steelbands and their youth and community outreach programmes?
Mr. Speaker: Minister of Culture and Community Development.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Culture and Community Development (Hon. Michelle
Benjamin): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Government remains committed to
supporting the steelband movement. Recognizing its vital role in our cultural,
social and economic development. Through the Ministry of Culture and
Community Development, financial assistance continues to be provided to
unsponsored bands and players for participation in the national Carnival and this
support will continue. The affected steelbands will be eligible for financial
assistance for the 2026 Carnival season. Pan Trinbago, as the umbrella body for
steelbands will continue to administer these grants on behalf of the Ministry, thank
you, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.01.23

Mr. Des Vignes: So, to the Minister, we know there are one-off grants, but what
support will be given for the future youth and community programmes that these
particular steelbands continue to have and try to develop their communities with?
Mr. Speaker: Minister.

Hon. M. Benjamin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As you would appreciate, that
question does not arise out of the original question.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Des Vignes: Mr. Speaker, | must say it does arise because the question in—
Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Des Vignes:—itself says, “their youth and community outreach programmes”,
meaning the continuous support of these particular programmes. We know there is
a one-off grant being given to a lot of them, but what is the continuous support that
IS going to be given to these steelbands?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. M. Benjamin: Mr. Speaker. | am—sorry.

Mr. Speaker: Well, first of all Member for Diego Martin West, | think the
supplementary question assumes that a fact has been established, which has not
been established. So you can ask a different question.

Mr. Des Vignes: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. So my question is whether
this particular support is a one-off grant or will there be continuous support
throughout the year for these steelbands?

Mr. Speaker: Minister—one-off grant?

Hon. M. Benjamin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as the Member would
appreciate, Members of this honorable House and the general public, my Ministry
stands ready and this Government, to support not only the pan fraternity but culture

on a whole. My entire structure with regard to my Ministry and the mandate of my
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.01.23

Ministry is to support the culture of Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Mr. Young SC: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To the hon. Minister, is part
of this Government’s policy, with respect to the steelband movement, to send
Government Ministers to try and storm Pan Trinbago events?

Hon. Members: “Nooo!”

Mr. Speaker: No, no, no.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. M. Benjamin: Mr. Speaker, and if you would allow me.

Mr. Speaker: No. | am not going to allow you. The question is inadmissible and
impermissible. It is impermissible and it is inadmissible. Right. So, let us move
to the fourth question shall we? Fourth and final question.

Mr. Des Vignes: So, for the Member, can the Member indicate how many of
these bands will continue to get this particular support moving forward? Specifics
of the arrangement.

Mr. Speaker: Well, hang on, hang on, hang on. I think you have a choice, you
have to ask one question, that question is a like a composite question. Pick which
one of the questions you want to ask.

Mr. Des Vignes: The former, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The first part of it?

Mr. Des Vignes: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Minister.

Hon. M. Benjamin: Mr. Speaker, the Government through approval from Cabinet
will be sponsoring 147 unsponsored steelbands and this is a yearly—[Inaudible]
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Oral Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2026.01.23

Mr. Speaker: Let us move on. Leader of Government Business.
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
to alert Members of the House, Question No. 28 and Question No. 29, the answers
will be circulated before the completion of today’s Sitting.
Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Mr. Speaker: Minister of Tertiary Education and Skills Training.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
The Minister of Tertiary Education and Skills Training (Sen. The Hon. Prof.
Prakash Persad): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise to make a statement on the
award of national scholarships based on the results of the 2025 Caribbean
Advanced Proficiency Examination or CAPE.

Every year scholarships, open and additional, are awarded to the top
performing students in 10 cognate groupings. These groupings are: Business
Studies; Creative and Performing Studies; Environmental Studies; Modern Studies
with Humanities; Information Communication and Technology Studies; Language
Studies; Mathematics; Natural Sciences; Technical Studies; and General Studies.

To be eligible, candidates must be a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago and
must attain at least eight unit grades, at 1 or 2, over a period, not exceeding two
consecutive years. From among all the open scholarship winners, President
Medals are awarded to the top two candidates who achieved eight grade 1’s, 24
A’s in their profile, by using the highest T-score.

One President’s Medal is awarded in the category which comprises
Environmental Studies, Information Communication Technology, Mathematics,

and Natural Sciences. And the other, in the category which comprises Business
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Statement by Minister 2026.01.23
Sen. The Hon. Prof . P. Persad (cont’d)

Studies, Creative Writing and Performing Studies, General Studies, Modern
Studies and Humanities, Language Studies, and Technical Studies.

These scholarships are awarded in recognition of, and to reward academic
excellence to our students who write the CAPE exams and to serve as a motivation
and inspiration for all students to achieve their maximum academic potential.

Last year, 103 open and additional scholarships were awarded. This year
however, on the recommendation of the Ministry of Tertiary Education and Skills
Training, the Cabinet has agreed to the award of 105 national scholarships,
comprising of 47 open and 58 additional scholarships and further agreed to the
award of two President’s Medals.

The successful President’s Medal winners are, Elizabeth Singh of Naparima
Girls’ High School and Aliya Serrette of Bishop Anstey High School and Trinity
College East. Elizabeth Singh is a top performing student in the Environmental
Studies, Information Communication and Technology, Mathematics, and Natural
Sciences grouping, and Aliya Serrette is the top performing student in the Business
Studies, Creative and Performative Studies, Language Studies, Modern Studies/
Humanities, and Technical Studies Grouping.

In terms of gender, Mr. Speaker, 39 of the scholars are male and 66 are
female. The annual expenditure in respect of the award of these 105 scholarships
is estimated to be, TT $35.8 million. Congratulations are extended to Elizabeth
Singh and Aliya Serrette and all the 2025 winners.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. Prof. P. Persad: The Government, the Ministry, the Nation, their
parents and families and schools are surely proud of these achievements and | want
to remind these scholars that their performance during the period of their studies

will be monitored by the scholarship department of the Ministry. And therefore
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Statement by Minister 2026.01.23
Sen. The Hon. Prof . P. Persad (cont’d)

they are kindly urged to keep their accumulative grade point average up to the
required and requested level.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the nation looks forward to their contribution to
national development upon the successful completion of their studies. | thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

BAIL (AMDT.) BILL, 2026
Bill to amend the Bail Act, Chap. 4:60. [The Attorney General]; read the
first time.
Well-Being of Citizens
(Government’s Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Speaker: Member for Laventille West.
Mr. Kareem Marcelle (Laventille West): Mr. Speaker, | beg to move the
following Motion standing in my name:

Whereas it is the responsibility of the Government to safeguard the well-

being of citizens and to promote conditions that enable a decent standard of

living;

And whereas recent reports of mass terminations and non-renewal of

contracts across public bodies, state agencies and local government entities

have resulted in a perceived marked increase in unemployment in several
vulnerable and at risk communities;

And whereas press reports indicate that these developments have

disproportionately affected single mothers, female-headed households,

youth, the elderly, and persons with disabilities, thereby intensifying food
insecurity, school absenteeism, mental-health strain, and the risk of
exploitation and social exclusion;

And whereas increased unemployment and reduced community engagement
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
correlate with heightened risks to public safety and social stability, and may
adversely affect local commerce, micro-enterprise sustainability, and
prospects for inclusive growth;
And whereas sound public administration requires transparent decision-
making, fairness in employment practices, and appropriate measures to
cushion socio-economic shocks on vulnerable groups;
Be it resolved that this Honourable House take note of the socio-economic
Impact of increased unemployment in communities—arising from mass
terminations and non-renewal of contracts—and of the resulting breakdown
in community and social life:
Be it further resolved that this government urgently respond to this
developing
socio-economic crisis by immediately providing adequate and meaningful
social relief measures.
1.45 p.m.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to debate this very first Motion standing in my name.
And | take this opportunity to thank the hon. Opposition Leader and Member for
Arima for her continued faith and confidence in me, the youngest Member on the
Opposition Bench, to lead and move in my name—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle:—such an important and consequential Motion in defence of
some of the most vulnerable citizens of this Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.
Mr. Speaker, as | stand here today, | ask this honourable House, and more
specifically Members opposite, to confront a reality that can no longer be ignored.

Mr. Speaker, with the exception of a few Members opposite, my colleagues
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
opposite have been posturing as untouchable lords. They have been looming larger
than life, governing on a high, while suffering from “never taught and never see,
come see.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, in my 31 years on this earth, | have never
witnessed a political party governed by fear, intimidation, vindictiveness, hate and
just pure evilness as a government.
Hon. Members: [Interruption]
Mr. K. Marcelle: But, Mr. Speaker, whilst intimidation may be their tool of
choice, | want to tell them that it simply finds no favour on this side.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, when those opposite govern by fear, we respond
with courage and we stand in defence of our vulnerable citizens in Trinidad and
Tobago. So today, we courageously and fearlessly stand in defence of every
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, who has been maliciously placed out of a job over
the last nine months by this machinery of injustice called the UNC Government.
Mr. Speaker, this Government has created a humanitarian crisis in Trinidad
and Tobago. Since May 2025, Trinidad and Tobago has experienced a wave of
mass termination and widespread non-renewal of employment contracts across
public bodies, state agencies, government-funded programmes and local
government structures. These events are not isolated. Taken together, they
represent a serious socio-economic shock, a humanitarian crisis that continues to
affect thousands of households.
Mr. Speaker, | want to refer to an ILO report from Geneva from May 2003

that speaks to the term crisis, and | want to lay a foundation on this ground:
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s ¥ 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
“The term ‘crises’ covers a variety of situations where the functioning of a
society is seriously disrupted, causing widespread human, material or
environmental losses, which exceed the ability of that society to cope using
its own resources. Evidence from around the world indicates that crises
increase poverty, deteriorate working conditions, expand the feminisation of
poverty, worsen employment and income-generating opportunities, reduce
productive assets, and erode social integration, social protection and human
security.”
Mr. Speaker, that is the ILO report from Geneva in 2003, looking at cases where a
country finds itself in a crisis. And make no doubt about it, Mr. Speaker, over the
nine months, this Government has indeed created this crisis.
And when we look—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: And | am going to refer to an August 2025 Guardian article,
and | want us to pay attention to an economist by the name of Prof. Karl Theodore.
So August 2025, it is a Guardian newspaper article by Andrea Perez Sobers
entitled:
“URP, CEPEP job cuts may harm economy and communities...”
| want to read briefly from this article, please, Mr. Speaker:
“The axing of 400 Unemployment Relief Programme (URP) workers has
raised fears of a wider economic and social fallout, with economists warning
that the move could reverberate far beyond the pay packets of those who lost
their jobs.
Following cuts to the...(CEPEP) and reforestation jobs that have supported
thousands of low-income households, economists warn the layoffs could
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s " 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
weaken consumer demand, drive informal hustling, and deepen social and
economic fragility in a country still struggling to reduce its dependence on
oil and gas.”
And this is what Prof. Karl Theodore had to say. He said:
“...“Whenever you interfere with the incomes of low-income people, you are
interfering with the very lifeblood of the economy...”
And I want to repeat that Mr. Speaker:
“...“Whenever you interfere with the incomes of low-income people in this
country, you are interfering with the very lifeblood of the economy...”’
There is a ripple effect Mr. Speaker.
| had office day yesterday, and one of the constituents came to me and came
for some support—some social support. And she informed me—she was 59 years,
and she was a former CEPEP worker. Further to which, in her household, she also
lives with her son and grandchildren. Her son was a forestry worker, a part of the
reforestation programme. He too lost his job. He is a single father who takes care
of a twin. And what that situation alluded me to is that we are indeed in a
humanitarian crisis. That 59-year-old lady informed me, Mr. Speaker, that apart
from losing her job, that she had about eight more months of NIB contributions in
order to qualify for the NIS grant.
Mr. Elder: [Inaudible]
Mr. K. Marcelle: And listen, Mr. Speaker—and usually | am not distracted by
crosstalk, you know, but I like how La Brea just lined it up. “Never come, never
see. Never see, come see.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, the Member for La Brea, in a joking way, a
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s . 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
serious case like that—I am telling you about a humanitarian crisis with a family in
my constituency, and hear the Member for La Brea, Mr. Speaker—
Mr. Elder: [Inaudible]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Hear the Member for La Brea, Mr. Speaker—
Hon. Members: [Interruption]
Mr. K. Marcelle:—that the lady should be ashamed of herself—
Ms Ameen: That is not what he said. He said—{[Inaudible]
Mr. Elder: [Inaudible]
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle:—for now being able to be contributing—
Mr. Speaker: Okay. Let me let the Member continue. La Brea, there is no need
for that shouting, please.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker. But this is the kind of
callous disregard they have for citizens, the most vulnerable.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: So apart from struggling to make her NIS contributions—
because from age 60 to 65, she would not be entitled to the NIB pension grant,
which means that she will have to wait until she is 65 in order to start getting any
sort of income to take care of herself. That is no laughing matter, Mr. Speaker.
That 1s no “picong” matter, Mr. Speaker. These are serious issues that affect real
people and real lives.

So, | bring it to your attention that when we speak about the shock, the
humanitarian crisis, these are the real families and the real lives that this

Government has been affecting gravely and seriously since they took office. But
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s o 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)
Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
you see, Mr. Speaker, we found ourselves in a UNC-made crisis.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: After the then Opposition Leader, now Prime Minister,
campaigned on love, and compassion, and motherly care, nine months later, it is a
complete war on the most vulnerable citizens of this country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: And | want to go back, you know, Mr. Speaker, because the
Members opposite, especially those in Cabinet, sat over the last few months and
came up with policies that were an attack on citizens. But you see, before the
election, they loved everyone, you know.

| remembered the Member for St. Augustine on a platform and she said, Mr.
Speaker, that the CEPEP workers in her constituency were hiding and coming to
the UNC rally, and they came and they told her that, “Yuh know, oh God, yuh
know, we cyah show weself too much but you know, we voting for allyuh. Yellow
is de code.”
Ms. Ameen: “And allyuh fire dem”.
Mr. K. Marcelle: That is what, Mr. Speaker, the Member for St Augustine said.
Ms Ameen: “Allyuh fire dem”—J[Inaudible]
Mr. K. Marcelle: They boasted that it is PNM people that ran—
Ms. Ameen: [Inaudible]
Mr. K. Marcelle: Yeah. It is PNM people that ran away and came to the loving
arms of the UNC.

In fact, | remember the Member for Couva North on a radio programme on
Slam and one of the things that the host asked in terms of the campaign being able

to catch on to young persons and sway persons and so on, and the Member for
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Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s “ 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)

Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)

Couva North said, they wanted to know where all these black people are coming
from at the rally. It is PNM people. | set it on a foundation to let you know—and,
of course, the whole world knows, in terms of the results that took place on April
28M, that that was an indication that a lot of PNM people would have either stayed
home or voted for them.

Hon. Member: They rejected the PNM.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Yes, yes. “Ah like how allyuh lining up allyuh self’. Because
as soon as they were declared the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, they turned and waged war on the same PNM citizens.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, they make it a sin to be hired by the PNM. They
make it a sin to even be employed anywhere between 2015 to 2025.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: They make it a sin to live in a PNM constituency, to have a
PNM party card, to look like a PNM, to sound like a PNM, Mr. Speaker.

Dr. Gosine: 48(1), relevance.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: | do not think it is irrelevant—hang on. But at some point in time,
your Motion contains one, two, three, four, five, five recitals, and | am sure you
understand the recitals of a Motion is to establish the factual matrix for which you
intend your final resolution to rely upon. So, at some point in time, you are going
to have to get to the five recitals which form the factual foundation of your Motion,
right? I am not stopping you this time but let us get on with it, shall we?

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly, Mr. Speaker. | have to lay the

foundation here this afternoon—
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Responsibility to Safeguard)

Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]

Mr. K. Marcelle: No, no, no, | am not—

Mr. Speaker: You have to lay the foundations to the recitals which you have so
carefully circumscribed your Motion by, and that is the point of it. | do not wish to
belabour this point and take up your time, but at some point, you are going to have
to get to the facts in support of the five recitals.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly. Mr. Speaker, they waged war on the
very same citizens that they said came over to them. And | make no apologies for
saying that, because you have the Members opposite on record, when they fired
11,000 workers from CEPEP, talking about the PNM; when they fired 400
monthly-paid workers from URP, they said it was the PNM; when they fired 5,000
daily-paid URP workers, they said it was the PNM; when they fired 4,000
reforestation workers, they said it was the PNM. And | am drawing the point that
when they say it is the PNM, they should remember and keep the same energy they
had prior to April 28", when it mattered not if you were PNM or not, they wanted
your support—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle:—so it is relevant, Mr. Speaker. My friend for Chaguanas wants
to understand the relevance, | will tell him what is the relevance. Because you see,
they have convenient memory. They do not want us to bring up the past, Mr.
Speaker, but we have to; we have to.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: | would not be intimidated.

Mr. Des Vignes: Atall.

Mr. K. Marcelle: 1 would not be intimidated in defence of my people.
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Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: | would not be intimidated in defence of my constituents, and |
would not be intimidated in defence of the most vulnerable citizens of this country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: | stand here ready to defend them, Mr. Speaker. | want to go
back to a quote here:
“When you sit in a Cabinet which makes decisions to punish the very people
who put you there, you have broken the essential social contract...”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle:
“...to do all that can be done to make our country a better place.”
You would think those are my words. On the 8" of October, 2021, posted on X,
formerly Twitter. Do you know who it was? The Member for Siparia. The
Member for Siparia believed that:
“When you sit in a Cabinet and make decisions which punish...people who
put you there,”—then—*“you have broken the essential social contract...”
—by the people of Trinidad and Tobago. | say, without a shadow of a doubt, the
Member for Siparia, who is absent and afraid to face the population today—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: No, no, and you know you are infringing the rules with that one.
You could say that the Member is absent. As a matter of fact, you know there is a
Standing Order which prohibits Members from commenting on the absence of a
Member. You know that. But you have gone further now to ascribe an ulterior
motive for being absent, so withdraw it in its entirety, please. You know you have

infringed the Standing Orders.
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Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)
Mr. K. Marcelle: Withdrawn, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: Thank you.
Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, this quote is very important as | lay this
foundation concerning social contracts. Because you see, under a social contract,
you have citizens giving up their rights to allow Members to form a Government
and, of course, to govern their affairs based on promises that were laid out. And it
Is important that we touch on that, because what was promised on the campaign
trail was 50,000 new jobs. | want to repeat it for some Members opposite and
remind them about what were their promises in this social contract to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago. They promised this country that a vote for the UNC would
be a vote for 50,000 new jobs.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Elder: [Inaudible]
Mr. K. Marcelle: And, Mr. Speaker, in less than nine months, we have over
50,000 people out of a job.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: The complete opposite. When you have directly and
indirectly—Dbecause many times we do not see it, and we think that it is only
persons who lost their jobs are affected by these, but these things have ripple
effects. And | will show you the ripple effects and the socio-economic factors that
it sometimes finds itself in terms of almost affecting the lives of almost every
citizen, especially our business community.
2.05 p.m.

“Mr. Speaker, ah average CEPEP, URP, Reforestation worker worked for
less than $2000 to $3,000 per month, on average. From that, dey will go on
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Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)

Charlotte Street, dey will buy their market. Dey will go down by de barber on
New City Mall, dey go take ah trim. Dey go jump in ah Beetham car, and dey go
stop up de road, and dey go jump out up by de hairdresser, and dey may do their
hair. Dey may go by de mini-mart, and they may purchase something to make
dinner that night. And, of course, as | tell you, you take ah taxi, so de taxi and all
getting de money.”

When you take away the livelihood from these very vulnerable persons, you
are not only affecting their lives and their families’ lives, you are affecting a lot of
small businesses in this country and large ones too, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Large ones too. So you have, Mr. Speaker, a position where, if
you look at the newspaper reports coming out of, especially the month of
December, where persons reported the lowest amount of sales that they have ever
received in their history. That is because you have a vast and wide section of our
society that are simply out of jobs. Some of the most vulnerable citizens we are
speaking about.

These economic effects trickle down in terms of even the small business
owners being able to provide for their families, Mr. Speaker. So, | want to take
you, Mr. Speaker, to an article, because when we stand here, Mr. Speaker, and we
stand in defence of our most vulnerable citizens, | must bring some real-life
examples so that my friends opposite will truly understand the predicament that
they have placed this country in, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | hope the Members opposite never ever, ever never, ever,
ever, forget the name Richard Cooper. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Richard Cooper was a

51-year-old man who was found unresponsive at his home on the afternoon of
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Responsibility to Safeguard)

Mr. Marcelle (cont’d)

August 19", 2025, amid growing financial and emotional strain after he became

unemployed in July 2025:
“Father of three, Richard Cooper, of San Fernando, had been struggling to
support his family after being laid off from the National Reforestation and
Watershed Rehabilitation Programme, where both he and his now widow,
45, had worked for the past five years under the Rural Development
Company.”

Mr. Speaker, the article, which is by Laurel V. Williams, continues by saying:
“In July, contractors issued notices of termination, leaving workers
unemployed.
According to Cooper’s widow, who asked not to be named, his distress had
become evident in recent weeks as he became quiet. The couple lived in an
apartment with their 19-year-old son and their six-year-old daughter.”

The widow is quoted as stating, Mr. Speaker:
““When it comes to the children, we do our very best to provide for them.
Things are hard for us. What little savings we had, we used the money on
the children, she said as tears rolled down her face. While she and Cooper
were stressed, unable to provide effectively for their family, she had no idea
it would come to this.
The widow plans to seek help from the Ministry of People Social
Development and Family Services, and intends to arrange counselling for
her teenage son ‘sooner than later.’
This is because she and her son found Cooper’s body.”

| end quote, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | send my condolences, again, to the family of Richard Cooper.
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And | send some strength from this hon. House to his family, as we look and we
examine the effects of the Government’s decision and the socioeconomic impact of
the harsh decisions that this administration has been taking, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, when | drafted this Motion, | drafted it with the life of Mr. Richard
Cooper in mind, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: | drafted this Motion, Mr. Speaker, with the thousands of
vulnerable families in my constituency and throughout the length and breadth of
Trinidad who would have been affected by these harsh decisions, Mr. Speaker.
We cannot take these thing insolation. | made reference to a constituent yesterday,
and the impact it had on her household, where two breadwinners were put out of a
job. And I gave you another example with Mr. Richard Cooper whose family, both
him and his wife working in a programme, sent home, have no food to feed their
children, have no money to send their children to school, have no money to buy
school books, have no money to buy school bags, have no money to school
uniforms, have no money to give them passage to go to school, and he felt that it
was necessary to take his life. Members opposite should hang their heads in
shame, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, and up to yesterday, again, another constituent, a
young professional has an Associate in Business Administration, has different
courses, has her full CSEC certificate, has her full CAPE certificate, worked HDC
for 12 years on fixed-term contract after fixed- term contract; two years; a year,
and keep going on, and she said that she was going home one Friday morning,

packing up her bag and got a call to come in the boardroom. When they came in
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the boardroom, they told her that she was fired with immediate effect, and that they
would make arrangements pay her, her payment, in lieu of notice. She has a son to
provide for, and is not even able to get on her feet as a result of this sudden shock.
Mr. Speaker, sometimes we may take a look, and we may look at headlines
in terms of the mass firings. So, we will understand, Mr. Speaker, that 5,000 daily
paid URP workers were fired; we may understand the 11,000 CEPEP workers were
fired; we may understand the 4,600 reforestation workers were fired; the 200 HDC
workers that were fired; the 500 WASA contract worker who had their contracts
not renewed. Those things may come across the headline. But what we do not see
and a lot of members in the society may not be aware of, Mr. Speaker, is that every
single day, in every single Ministry, in every single state agency, in every single
government body, Mr. Speaker, where persons’ contracts come to an end this
administration, who have need for the workers to continue, the PS have need for
them to continue their work, these young professionals, who did nothing other than
apply for a job that they saw advertised anywhere between 2015 to 2025, and,
because of that, when their contract comes to an end, they are sending them home.
Now they would come, and they would say, “Is contract. Is short-term
contract.” But, Mr. Speaker, we understand the deficiencies in the public service.
You have to fill a position in a Ministry; it takes years to fill it. So, both the PNM
Government in the last nine and a half years, and even the then People’s
Partnership administration, and before that, would have continuously hired persons
to work in Ministries, state agencies like UDeCOTT, HDC, LSA, MTS, all these
different agencies, and give them contracts. So, as long as you are a model
employee: You come to work, you do your work, you perform well, your

appraisals are high, you conduct yourself in a professional manner, you took
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advantage of the PNM policies, you went, and you took advantage of the GATE,
and you got your degree—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle:—and you are well educated, and you come to this country to
give back, to work, to do your all—and the PNM, Mr. Speaker, when persons’
contracts come to an end in these Ministries, in these state agencies, Mr. Speaker,
the vast majorities of these contract workers, it was almost automatic that their
contract will be renewed. It was not perfect. It was not perfect, Mr. Speaker. But
many of our citizens could have gone to the bank, could have taken loans, could
have gotten their mortgage on the basis of these fixed-term contracts, sometimes
for three years, if they are able to show, Mr. Speaker, that it was continuously
renewed and they have a certain amount tenure within an organization.

We have former employees of HDC, Mr. Speaker, one who was 22 years—
22 years he served in the organization; 22 years. His contract came to an end, sent
him home immediately. | want to tell the citizens of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago something because, you see, they sometimes accommodate and hug up,
and love up their oppressors, you know. | remember my friend from Caroni
Central, the other two Ministers of social media walking into HDC, and if you see
HDC staff. “Ohh God, dey clapping”.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. K. Marcelle: According to Moruga, they thought it was freedom at last.
Mr. Speaker: Member, | do not think I need to tell you anything to know that you
are straying far beyond the boundary. Come on, let us rein it in a bit, shall we?
Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, | am referring to 200 workers that they fired from
HDC. This Motion has to do with firing people in state agencies.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: If I am not allowed speak, then I can sit down.

Mr. Speaker: | beg your pardon? What did you just say?

Mr. K. Marcelle: 1 said, | gave the analogy, Mr. Speaker—and | cannot speak at
the same time that you are standing, Mr. Speaker, so—

Mr. Speaker: No, what | drew your attention to, and | drew your attention to this
previously. You drafted this Motion. You said so yourself. You extensively set
out the recitals in your Motion. There can be no real issue taken with you referring
to mass—

Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, we understand all of that, Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.
Do not interject when you are not needed. But where you are running afoul of the
whole Motion you have drafted is with all the unnecessary hyperbole you are
engaging in. Just stick to your recitals, and let us move on.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, as the elected Member for Laventille West, when
| come here and | bring a Motion, and | bring a Motion, and it refers to mass
termination, and | bring a Motion and it refers to non-renewal of contracts, Mr.
Speaker, | do not need assistance in telling me how to phrase my topic around
those very same principles.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, | stand here respectful of this honourable House.
| stand here respectful of this honourable House. But understanding my duly
elected responsibility to speak on behalf of the most vulnerable citizens of this
country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. K. Marcelle: And | will not be silenced. | will d not be intimidated in
standing in defence. So, as | was saying, Mr. Speaker, in relation to the mass
termination of over 200 employees from HDC, if | may be allowed to proceed with
this point, | was saying, Mr. Speaker, most respectfully—

Ms. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, | rise on Standing Order 55(4)(c).

Mr. Speaker: Member, | do not think it amounts to the high threshold of a
flagrant disregard for rulings. | think—look, and | want to say this as neutrally as |
can—I think the Member just simply is not paying heed and regard to the Motion
which he drafted himself, and despite my exhortations to him to stick to the
Motion, it appears that he just simply does not want to. Now, there is a
consequence to that, which | am sure you appreciate, that the other side, you have
just opened the stable door for the other side to let the unruly horses out.

So, once you are prepared to deal with, and then not resort to hiding behind
the fig leaf of relevance afterwards, or all of it, then | am prepared to allow you to
speak. It is my duty, as the umpire here, to simply point out to you when you are
running afoul of the rules. Continue.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you, kindly, Mr. Speaker. | realize | have six minutes
left, 10 minutes of which have been taken up. | am hoping to get some injury
time—

Mr. Speaker: You actually do not have 6 minutes left. You have 16 minutes
left—

Mr. K. Marcelle:—of original.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: Thank you very kindly.
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Mr. Speaker: Yes, because the mover of a Motion is entitled to 45 minutes.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Deeply grateful, Mr. Speaker. Thank you very kindly for your

guidance. Mr. Speaker, | want us to take a very close look of the socio—

Mr. Speaker: Member, | am wrong. My clerk has advised me that you really

have six minutes. | took the time wrong.

Mr. K. Marcelle: | know, Mr. Speaker, that you would give me my 10-minute

injury leave for taking up 10 minutes.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: | am nota FIFA—

Mr. K. Marcelle: It was a joke. It was a joke, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: | am not a FIFA referee. There is no injury time here.

Mr. K. Marcelle: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | want to take a quick look in terms of a

report from the International Journal of Multi-disciplinary Research, an article by

Praveen Kumar Panday, February2025. And I quote:
“...lay-offs do not only disrupt individual workers’ livelihoods but also have
deep social and economic repercussions, affecting families, communities,
and even entire national economies. From a social perspective, the
consequences of layoffs include rising unemployment rates, increased
mental health concerns among affected workers, and potential increases in
inequality. Economically, the impact can be seen in reduced consumer
spending lower tax revenues, and the long-term effects of a shrinking middle
class”
Mr. Speaker, this article outlines exactly has been transpiring in Trinidad

and Tobago over the last nine months. | want to call on the members opposite for

a Government from a then Opposition, that promised 50,000 new jobs, and
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promised stability and long term jobs, and so on, and all of these nice things to the
population, Mr. Speaker, that they stop with immediate effect, the raging of war
against the most vulnerable and poor citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.

Further, Mr. Speaker, apart from the boasting of best budget ever, that we
come and find ourselves in a position, where with these large amounts of promises
and that they are allocating these funds for Unemployment Fund under the Office
of Prime Minister, and they are going to strengthen the Ministry of the People,
Social Development and Family Services, we have found ourselves in a position
where these very same vulnerable person have been going, Mr. Speaker to offices,
and—this is no attack, Mr. Speaker, on my friend from Chaguanas East. My friend
from Chaguanas East, | know that she tries hard. | know that she tries hard.

2.25 p.m.

However, Mr. Speaker, the Government on a whole, in terms of its systems,

we are going to—for example, in the Laventille district office, we have had staff
members who are supposed to be the social worker for my entire constituency—
Ms. Mohit: Aranguez.
Mr. K. Marcelle:—but they are assigned to Laventille West. In the Aranguez
district office at the MTS Plaza, Mr. Speaker, on leave for months, no replacement.
So these very same vulnerable persons who lost their jobs, and the Government
told them to go, and come to the Ministry of the People, Social Development and
Family Services and apply for the grants, for food cards, for public assistance, for
social welfare, et cetera, when they arrive there, there is not one person to even
come and do a visit in order to approve them or assess them, Mr. Speaker. This is
the crisis that this Government has created.

And it is one thing, Mr. Speaker, to understand some of the administrative
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challenges, but it is another thing to know that you are going to place tens of
thousands on the breadline, tens of thousands on the breadline, and not put the
social safety net in place at the different offices of the Ministry of the People,
Social Development and Family Services in order to get that.

But I want to tell you, apart from that, Mr. Speaker, what the citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago who worked in these programmes, who remain unemployed,
who remain without food on their table, who remain unable to provide for their
families, to pay their bills, to pay their light bill, to pay their water bill, to have the
basic necessities in order for a decent standard of living in Trinidad and Tobago,
they do not want hand outs, Mr. Speaker. They want hands up, Mr. Speaker. They
want opportunities. They want to work, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: And the Government in turn advertised this big mass
recruitment, a big mass recruitment. And then, the vast majority of the positions
that they advertised, you need a full CSEC certificate. They have Members in the
Senate, Mr. Speaker, who cannot even meet the requirements for some of the
positions.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. K. Marcelle: And | am saying this to say, Mr. Speaker, that you cannot be
fooling and misleading a population who believes that they would go and apply for
a job in the Ministry of the Attorney General or the Ministry of digital
transformation and would somehow get that in some of our most vulnerable. Mr.
Speaker, with those few words, | beg to move.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | beg to second the Motion
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and | reserve the right to speak.

Question proposed.

The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, right
off the bat, this Motion presented by the Member for Laventille West is baseless, is
based on a false premise, and we clearly and outrightly reject this Motion.

Mr. Speaker, the audacity to accuse this Government under the leadership of the
Hon. Member for Siparia for the very actions that Members of the Opposition
perpetrated on this population for 10 years is nothing short of mind-boggling.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: But, Mr. Speaker, | understand why the entry requirements
had to be lowered for the Member for Laventille West to have to enter the
University of the West Indies. | understand it now.

Mr. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, | rise on 48(6), the Member is imputing improper
motive. Unlike them, | did not buy my degree and | am bright. | passed all my
exams; every single one, and | write them—

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, it is factual. It is factual.

Mr. Speaker: Whether it is factual or not, Member, | do not think that forms part
of the debate. | just ask you to withdraw that and move on. It also does not speak
well of a Member of the House, so let us move on with that. Let us move on
without that, please.

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | am guided. However, it being factual, |
withdraw. | withdraw. Mr. Speaker, after listening to the contribution of the
Member for Laventille West, | think the Member for Laventille West is already

signalling to the population who he might be supporting for Road March. Because
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after hearing that contribution, I am almost certain he is supporting the “Last
Train” to San’do. Because that was nothing short but a train wreck that we just
witnessed in this House by the Member for Laventille West.

Mr. Speaker, let us get to the Motion. Let us get to the Motion. The Hon.
Member for Laventille West, in the recital of the Motion, Mr. Speaker, speaks
about single mothers being affected.  The Hon. Member spoke about
female-headed households, the youth, the elderly, and persons with disabilities.
And when | read the recital of the Motion, | said, but this Member could not have
been a Member of the PNM. But then when | heard the Member speak today, the
Member boasted and beat his chest loudly that he was proud to be a product of the
PNM and PNM’s policies. Member, may | remind you that coming into
government in 2015, there was a programme under the Ministry of the People and
Social Development that was crafted to assist single mothers, female-headed
households, youth, the elderly and persons inclusive of children with disabilities.

The Member for Chaguanas East will recall this very fondly. Because we
were able to empower those most vulnerable, particularly children with disabilities.
You know what they did when they came in, in 2015, Mr. Speaker? They
disbanded the entire programme. But that is PNM for you. That is what they did
to the people of Trinidad and Tobago, inclusive of the most vulnerable, the
children with disabilities in our nation. That is what they did.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Well, Mr. Speaker, | want to warn my colleagues opposite that
when you have cocoa in the sun, you must declare your interest, and this goes for
all of them. When | read in the recital of this Motion, that there are recent reports

of mass terminations and non-renewal of contracts across public bodies, the
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Member was so unashamedly bold-faced, unashamedly bold-faced to put this in
the recital under his name, where the Member should have stood here and declared
his interest for having been a CEPEP contractor before. So you cannot use the
Parliament, Mr. Speaker, to advance your own interests and your own arguments.
Mr. Speaker, | hear the Member for Diego Martin North/East saying “imputing
Improper motives”. That too is factual. That too is factual, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, the Member for Laventille West did not know. He started off giving us
figures of how many persons went home from URP and CEPEP and then came up
with an astounding figure of 50,000 went. Nothing is further from the truth.

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, point of order. The Member has accused the Member
for Laventille West of using this Motion to advance his personal interests. That is
44. That is in breach of 48(6).

Hon. B. Padarath: Did he declare his interest?

Hon. Members: What is the Standing Order?

Mr. Imbert: 48(6).

Hon. B. Padarath: Did he declare his interest?

Mr. Imbert: You said he is using this Motion to promote his interest.

Mr. Speaker: No, no, no. Well, perhaps, anyway, that is not what | heard and |
do not think was the purport of what the Member was saying. And also, in any
event, there is a Standing Order in here which says that where a Member stands up
In a debate with a matter which is in his interest, he should so declare the interest.
Right? So, that is—but your appreciation of 48(6) is entirely wrong. Continue.
Hon. B. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, they cannot handle the
truth, but these are the facts of the situation as identified in the Motion, not brought

by the Government, brought by the Opposition.
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Mr. Speaker, the Member for Laventille West spoke about unemployment. |
want to put some facts on the record. Mr. Speaker, let me tell you what is the
PNM’s track record with respect to unemployment. The worst in our nation’s
history, 64,200 more persons unemployed when the PNM left office in 2025 as
compared to 2015. Persons employed mid-year 2015, the year the People’s
Partnership, under the leadership of the Member for Sipara, demitted office, was
623,100 persons. This is found on page 78 in the Review of the Economy 2015,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, persons employed mid-year 2025, when the previous
PNM administration demitted office, was 558,900 persons, Review of the
Economy, 2025, page 201. Mr. Speaker, when you want to speak about tens of
thousands of people sent home, this is what occurred under my colleagues
opposite. And they have the bold faced and brass faced audacity to come to tell the
population about unemployment, when you sent tens of thousands of people home?

| heard the Member for Laventille West speak about different categories of

workers, those who have CSEC certificates and university degrees and so on. We
have been consistent in our messaging to the population, which is to ensure that we
create sustainable jobs to provide a better quality of life for our nation’s citizens,
Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker, the data, the facts, it is on the public record, as identified with the two
sets of data we shared, where persons employed mid-year 2015, our administration
demitted on September 07, 2015. By mid-year June of 2015, the figure was
623,100 persons being employed in Trinidad and Tobago. By the time they left
office 10 years later, it was 558,900 persons, Mr. Speaker. That is PNM
performance for you.

But, Mr. Speaker, it does not stop there. You see, the Member spoke about
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transparency, and | want to recall the words of a famous American athlete, Wes
Fesler, when he said:

“Hypocrisy is the audacity to preach integrity from a den of corruption.”
If the nation needed a better example than that, all they had to do was look at our
colleagues opposite. That is precisely what the Motion is about, because the
Opposition brings this Motion, repeating their false rhetoric about mass
terminations and non-renewal of contracts, speaking about unemployment,
hardship, and social breakdown, while refusing to admit the truth. The system they
are defending was built, manipulated, and corrupted under their own decade in
office. Mr. Speaker, and now they have come to the honourable House preaching
sound public administration, fairness and transparency, as though the nation does
not remember what 2015 to 2025 truly was.
Mr. Speaker, 2015 to 2025, a decade of debt, a decade of destitution, a decade of
destruction. Let me remind them, Mr. Speaker, that under their watch, 2015 to
2025 was a decade where people were stripped away of opportunity, where they
turned public employment into low-paid, insecure, and deliberately dependent
work, where they cut down social support. And the Member for Chaguanas East
will tell you about the 18,000 food support food cards that they cut out when they
came into office in 2015, Mr. Speaker. So when you want to talk about destitution
and depression in at-risk communities, that is what you did, that is what you
perpetrated on these very high-risk communities, where you speak about
destitution and poverty. Mr. Speaker, they drove this nation through the worst
crime wave of our recent history, leaving fear and instability in communities across
the country. And today, we have to ask Members of the Opposition, what did you

do? You speak in your Motion about at-risk communities. What is happening in
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those at-risk communities?

But the Member for Laventille West spoke for 45 minutes and never once
said, between the period 2015 to 2025, what the party that he supports and is a part
of, did while in government to address the systematic challenges. You know, Mr.
Speaker, | always say in this House, and | know the Opposition does not like to
hear it, but | will repeat it and | stand by it. Many of your constituencies have
voted nothing but PNM in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. And you look at
the conditions, the physical conditions, Mr. Speaker, in the area of works and
transport, in the area of public utilities, in the area of social development, in the
area of education, and you have kept many of those same at-risk communities in
the destitution and squalor.
| saw the Member for Laventille West, he ran out of the Chamber, but he beat his
chest proudly that he is from the Beetham. If you were so proud to be from the
Beetham, why did you move out of the Beetham? Why did you not stay to fight
for your community in spite of—?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Des Vignes: Mr. Speaker, 48(1), what is the relevance of that point to the
current debate?

Hon. B. Padarath: We are speaking about at-risk communities.

Mr. Speaker: You would recall that I did speak to the Member for Laventille
West about this. He engaged in what can only be described as a dystopian
dissertation about the social situation in this country. And | told him at that time, if
he intended to engage in the hyperbole, the natural remedy would be for the
Government to respond. | cannot do this. It is only fair and proportionate now.

Hon. B. Padarath: It is here, at-risk communities. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
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Speaker, after having been overwhelmingly rejected by both the people in Tobago
and in Trinidad, not just last year in Trinidad, but also just last week in Tobago,
Members opposite are hoping that this Motion will bring some sort of political
currency to them. But | want to tell them, the people of Trinidad and Tobago have
not forgiven you, despite the fact that Members—I saw just recently the Leader of
the Opposition and others, are saying come back home to the PNM. And yet they
have not atoned for their sins.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: And will tell you how | am linking this to the Motion, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, in the recital of the Motion, again in the first recital, it
speaks about contracts. It says recent reports of mass termination and non-renewal
of contracts across public bodies, state agencies, et cetera. And while they file this
Motion in the Parliament, they are out there parroting to the population to come
back to the PNM. But, Mr. Speaker, that will gain them no political currency,
because | will tell you why. They have not atoned for their sins and their ways.
When you can take two Members of the previous administration, who enriched
themselves with contracts, over half a billion dollars in CEPEP, in MTS, in URP,
another one with rentals, and you take them and you foist them back onto the
population, what atonement is that? What forgiveness do you expect from the
population?

And therefore, it is sad, Mr. Speaker. It is a sad day when Members can use
a parliamentary procedure to advance their own self-interest. And | warn my
colleagues opposite of setting that precedent. Mr. Speaker, this—
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, point of order please. Standing Order 48(6). The
Member is saying that a Member on this side is using the Standing Orders and the
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procedure of this Parliament to advance their personal interests.

Hon. B. Padarath: No, | am warning.

Mr. Gonzales: Standing Order 48(6).

Mr. Speaker: He sounded an alarm bell and warned against it. | do not think he
said without—I do not think he, the Member, sorry. | should not use the informal.
| do not think the Member unequivocally said that a Member was using
parliamentary procedure and processes to further their own interests or foster their
own interests. Member, continue.

Hon. B. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this is a continuing
political attempt by the PNM to launder their failures and bully this Government
into preserving arrangements that were improper, unsustainable and, in some cases,
unlawful. And you speak to several Members of the Government, Mr. Speaker.
You can speak to the Minister of Housing. You can speak to the Minister of Rural
Development and Local Government. You can speak to the Member for La Brea,
who is in the Ministry of Public Utilities, with me. And we can give you real-life
examples of some of these improper, unsustainable and, in some cases, unlawful
practices that occurred, Mr. Speaker, during the period 2015 to 2025.

Mr. Speaker, Members opposite unashamedly speak about transparency.
Transparency, another recital in the Motion. And we ask, what transparency?
Where was the transparency when $2.3 billion could not be accounted for during
their time? Mr. Speaker, the Hansard record tells its own story. During the debate
of the Auditor General’s Report 2024 in this Parliament, in June 2025, the Member
for Siparia is on record that the Auditor General issued a disclaimer of opinion on
the public accounts for the financial years ended—

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, point of order, please, 48(1). What does this have to
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do with the topic at hand?

Hon. B. Padarath: It is in the recital, transparency.

Mr. Speaker: It is in the recital.

Hon. B. Padarath: Read the Motion.

Mr. Speaker: You see, and that is why it is important when you draft recitals. If
you do not want to open the stable doors, the drafting of your recitals must be tight
and concise. Ask the Member for Port of Spain South. Thank you very much.
Member, continue.

Hon. B. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, during that same
debate, the Member for Siparia placed on record that the Auditor General was
denied access to documents concerning the Central Bank’s management of the
electronic cheque clearing system and GoAnywhere platform linked to
Government’s transactions with $2.3 billion from 2023 accounted for. And |
reference this, Mr. Speaker, because the scandalous reality of ghosts, ghost
landlords, ghost leases, ghost Cabinet approvals. So this Motion is not a defence
of workers, Mr. Speaker. It is a cover-up story. It is an attempt of Members
attempting to defend themselves under the guise of defending workers.

Mr. Speaker, it is a political exercise in PNM deception, which is really an attempt
to disguise their failures, preserve their machinery, and pressure this Government
to protect systems that should never have been allowed to function the way they
did in the first place. And I tell my colleagues on this side of the Bench, continue
holding your heads high, working in the interest of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, rooting out the gangs, rooting out the corruption, rooting out the elements
that were allowed to fester for 10 long years, that brought the country to where we

are today.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, everyone can see that this Motion is not an
honest defence of workers. This is a continuing political attempt by Members
opposite to hoodwink the population. Mr. Speaker, this honourable House must
reject their false narratives. We must never reward hypocrisy. We must never
legitimize mischief. We must never preserve the broken, corrupt machinery of the
PNM.

Mr. Speaker, let us deal with contracts as identified in the recital of the Motion,
and the legality of these contracts that the Member alluded to. Mr. Speaker, the
Motion alleges mass terminations and non-renewal of contracts, a perceived
marked increase in unemployment and a breakdown in community and social life.
But it also demands that the Government urgently respond by immediately
providing adequate and meaningful social relief measures. But the Motion is
fundamentally misguided and flawed because it is built, as | mentioned, on false
premises and deliberate omissions. It speaks of mass terminations as though
Government is acting arbitrarily, yet it avoids the central truth. If these contracts
and employment arrangements had been lawful, transparent, and properly awarded
in the first place, there would be no crisis requiring review, restructuring, and
correction now.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, the Member cannot demand that the
Government protect the very system the Opposition, when in government, helped
create, manipulate, and distort. Mr. Speaker, | will give you one example. The
CEPEP programme at that time was placed under me as Minister of Public

Utilities. When the review of CEPEP started to occur, there was a disparity in how

UNREVISED



Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s ¥ 2026.01.23

Responsibility to Safeguard)

Hon. B. Padarath (cont’d)

the CEPEP contracts were awarded to persons. And right before the General

Election, there was an attempt to renew all CEPEP contracts. But in some

Instances, it moved from two years, to three years, to six years. And similarly, I

know we are in the season of Calypso and Carnival, Member for

Moruga/Tableland, several calypsonians employed by the previous administration,

working in CEPEP, had their contracts, even though it was not up for renewal,

renewed not for one year, not for two years, not for three years, but for six years.
So when you see the stage in a few weeks’ time, you will understand what is

happening. You will understand what is happening. But, Mr. Speaker, let me tell

you how that occurred. That did not occur by Cabinet decision. It did not occur

through the proper normal channels of the Board or the management of the CEPEP

Company. That happened via phone call. Where a Minister can say, | want this

one. Give this one six more years. Give that one three more years. That is what

occurred under Members opposite. And you know in local parlance, we say, “it

huttin dem”. “It huttin dem” that we are weeding out that level of corruption that

occurred.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, point of order. Point of order, Mr. Speaker,

Standing Order 49. This matter is before the Courts.

Hon. B. Padarath: Which matter is before the Court; that a Minister gave out

CEPEP contracts?

Mr. Gonzales: Yes, you know that. Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Are you invoking the sub judice rule?

Mr. Gonzales: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

2.55 p.m.
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Mr. Speaker, under the leadership of the Member for Siparia, we have no intention
of continuing the same corrupt practices that took place between the periods of
2015—2025, in the way in which contacts were awarded by the Government.

Mr. Speaker, certain contracts entered into under the former administration, |
indicated, was unlawful, and their legal status had to be reviewed and rectified, and
this is not theoretical. | refer litigation arising out the determination of a CEPEP
contract extension, granted mere days before the April28, 2025, general election.
By an addendum dated April 23, 2025, including Eastman Enterprise Limited v
The CEPEP Company Limited, the application for injunctive relief to restrain
termination was rejected and that position was upheld on appeal.

But I will go no further since my colleague seems to be jumping up on the
sub judice rule. But when the Opposition demands that the Government preserve
contracts and prevent terminations, it is asking the State to ignore red flags. They
are asking us to continue the governance concerns without effectively addressing
them. The Opposition is asking for the defective arrangements to continue without
correction. Mr. Speaker that is what occurred under them between the periods
2015—2025.

They were not interested in keeping people in sustainable jobs. And when
the Member for Siparia to tells you, and the Member for Couva North, my own
Member of Parliament, tells you how we are going to fill the vacancies that they
left to languish without trying to employ people in sustainable jobs, to give them
the opportunity of a better quality of life, that is not pie in the sky. It is happening.
The Member for Couva North has already employed 1,800 sustainable jobs.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: And that is an ongoing practice. If your intention was to keep
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persons destitute cutting grass all their live for generations to come, that is not the
intention of this administration.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: That is why I referenced the at-risk communities which
you speak of, because at-risk communities—many of those at-risk communities are
represented on the Opposition Bench. But you have been in the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago for more than 45 years, and you have done nothing to help
those same people; nothing.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: So your answer to their problems is to keep them
cutting grass, while your own Members elsewhere enrich themselves with state
contracts. If anyone is to hold their heads in shame, it is Members of the
Opposition collectively.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, when you do nothing to address the situation,
you too are complicit in the matter. And therefore, there is no way | think the
Member for Tunapuna will recall that it was the authorities—the law enforcement
authorities who provided the information not only to a UNC administration, but to
a PNM administration, a successive PNM administration, that the gangs were
involved in URP, in CEPEP, that were receiving contracts and therefore, you had
to cut the supply chain. What did Members on the opposite do to cut the supply
chain? They ignored the pleas of law enforcement and therefore, Mr. Speaker, you
ask yourself, as Members of the Opposition should be asking themselves, where
was the political will?

Mr. Speaker: Member, you have just over 10 seconds, unless you want the 15
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minutes.

Hon. B. Padarath: Yes, please. Thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Where was the political will to address the root causes that
continued to keep these at-risk communities in those categories? What did you do
to address those challenges? What did you do to work with law enforcement to
address the concerns they had in some the very programmes the Member for
Laventille West spoke about? If you did not have the political will to do
something about it, we certainly have the politicalwill to do something about it.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Because saving the lives of our nation’s children, and our
nation’s citizens, is more important to us than political patrimony for the sake of
keeping a party in government for successive administrations, without doing
anything to improve the quality of life and protect our nation’s citizens. And that is
why, Mr. Speaker, on the advice of law enforcement, we had to take a stringent
approach to weeding out the corruption with respect to state enterprises and these
contracts were we were feeding the gangs, and feeding the ghosts, and also feeding
the PNM. That is what it is.

Mr. Speaker, this Private Members’ Motion seeks to mandate the
Government to urgently respond to the purported increases in unemployment, the
breakdown in community and social life, and the development of a socio-economic
crisis, arising from mass terminations and non-renewals of contracts. Mr. Speaker,
the responsibility of the Government is to safeguard the well-being of citizens and
to promote conditions that enable a decent standard of living.

The recent reports that the Member alludes to have resulted in a perceived
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marked increase, according to the Member, in unemployment. The Member then
speaks about, it intensifies food insecurity, school absenteeism, mental health
strain, and the risk of exploitation and social exclusions.

The Member purported that the increase in unemployment and reduced
community engagement correlate with heightened to public safety and social
stability; public safety and social stability. Public stability is when you have a
bold, and courageous Prime Minister, who is not hiding behind that shadows of
law enforcement and saying to the country that crime fighting is not the work of
the Government.

Hon. Member: “And who dead, dead.”
Hon. B. Padarath: “And who dead, dead.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: That was the approach of Members opposite, when their then
former, former Prime Minister told the population that it was the responsibility of
law enforcement. When the hon. Member for Siparia stands and she tells the
population that stability means that law enforcement must have the necessary tools,
they must have the necessary support, that we must look at partnerships where we
can—the Member for Tunapuna will tell you that the police service did not have
vehicles. You know why, Mr. Speaker? Because they did not have brakes fluid.
Simple things like that, they had to change a bulb, and vehicles in the police
service were down for years. When we told them that, “Listen, under the State of
Emergency, we will take the necessary steps to ensure that those who are within
the confines of the prisons will not be able to make contact with those outside,”
they were not interested in that.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. B. Padarath: Some of their own lawyers filed habeas corpus. Mr. Speaker,
that is on the public record. So, while we could stand in the Parliament and
account to the nation in terms of what we have done with respect to political
stability, addressing crime frontally, dealing with food security, working in tandem
with our foreign partners—when we speak about the Member for Tabaquite, an
upstanding Minister, an eloquent Minister, a Minister who has—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath:—taken the bull by its horn, and worked across the waters,
whether it is north, south or east or west to ensure that the diplomatic and the
foreign relations yielded results in the interest not for any other country, but for the
country that is Trinidad and Tobago, to which we swore allegiance to.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Chaguanas East will tell you
more about the support that we have been providing. But, Mr. Speaker, | want to
deal a little bit with the legal analysis in terms of some of the claims, particularly in
the area of CEPEP. Mr. Speaker, it was our view that some of these contracts that
they entered into were unlawful, as | said, and their status had to be reviewed.

Mr. Speaker, reference was made to the claimant/appellant’s application for
injunctive relief to restrain the defendant/respondent termination of its contract in
the matters of CV 2025-02737, HC 2737/2025, Eastman Enterprise Limited v The
CEPEP Company Limited, delivered by Madam Justice Margaret Mohammed.
Mr. Speaker, Application No. P257 of 2025, Claim No. CV 2025-02737, Eastman
Enterprise Limited v The CEPEP Company Limited, delivered by Justice Peter A.
Rajkumar, Justice James Aboud, Justice of Appeal Ricky Rahim.

Mr. Speaker, these matters reference the alleged employment processes and
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the effects thereof, of the contracts entered into by the former Government, mere
days before the general election in 2025. The claimant/appellant therein received a
notice of termination, terminating the contract, which was extended by addendum
dated 23" of April, 2025. The claimant/appellant’s appeal for injunctive relief to
state the termination of its contract by the defendant/respondent, CEPEP, was
dismissed.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker—
Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Mr. Gonzales: Standing Order 49.
Mr. Imbert: Say why.
Mr. Gonzales: These matters are before the court, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. B. Padarath: | am not going into the substantive matter.
Mr. Speaker: Yes, as | have said before—and let me just read from the McGee,
Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand. Right? Just simply.
“The purpose of the rule”—the sub judice rule—“has been described...‘to
safeguard the interests of fundamental justice’, so that, for example, popular
prejudice against the defendant is not aroused by parliamentary statements”.
And | want you to pay particular attention to this:
In the case of a judge-only or appellate proceedings, it is extremely
doubtful that any prejudice could arise from discussion of a case, in the
House or elsewhere.”
So, overruled. Move on.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. B. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if the Member was so

concerned about transparent decision-making, fairness in employment practices
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and the ever present need to cushion socio-economic shocks, and fostering
inclusive growth, the contracts entered into during the former Government’s term,
there would not have been a need for them to be terminated. The Member opposite
was part of that Government, and you of all persons, Member, should know that
you should be the last one to speak. If you had followed the law, we would have
not been in the position that we are in today.

Mr. Speaker, in fact, this Government has determined that the mass
termination of which the Member speaks, and although not named, likely refers to
the CEPEP contracts. We duly consider the circumstances and iterate that the
terminations were warranted to rectify earlier unlawful employment practices and
transform a disintegrated system into a sustainable, fair, transparent and viable one.
Mr. Speaker, in local parlance it is often said, “Yuh could do what yuh want, but
not fuh how long yuh want.” It was unlawful, it was unethical, and therefore,
when we stood in this Parliament, and swore to uphold the law and the
Constitution, we were committing to ensuring, Mr. Speaker, that as Ministers of
Government, that we were seeking the best interest of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Mr. Speaker, the background information strongly supports our view that
the Member’s rationale and conclusion that there is serious correlation between the
Government’s purported mass terminations and non-renewal of contracts across
public bodies, state agencies and local government entities, and the Member’s
inference of our purported lack of transparent decision-making, fairness in
employment practices and appropriate measures to cushion socio-economic shocks
on vulnerable groups is therefore misguided. The Member should know why they

are misguided, Mr. Speaker, as he was present and in the inner sanctum when
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some of those very contracts were being given out.

Mr. Speaker, this Government wants to disclose to the House that before
the Government took office, the practice of rewarding contracts to contractors in
CEPEP, a company’s whose mission is to serve the nation by enriching, attending
to the developing communities through environmental enterprises was bereft with
corrupt practices and a lack of transparency of which this Member speaks, and of
which he requests that his Government addresses in order to immediately provide
adequate and meaningful social relief measures.

Mr. Speaker, yes, that is exactly what we are doing. We are terminating the
flawed contracts, we are getting rid of the favouritism, we are getting rid of the
discrimination, and we are getting rid of the nepotism which was rampant in the
processes practised by the former administration.

At this very moment, we are revamping and creating a new environment of
sound public administration, and no amount of crying wolf, no amount of sound
and fury, no amount of attempts to bring two and three people in front of the
Parliament—because that is all they have been able to muster, Mr. Speaker—will
detract this Government from the mandate that we have been given to change the
trajectory of how things were done.

Mr. Speaker, on most occasions | allude to the fact that this Government
was given a constitutional majority. We came in under an overwhelming mandate,
and that overwhelming mandate was based on what we articulated to the
population. We promised transparency, we promised that we will change the
corrupt practices that existed between 2015—2025, that the recusals in a Cabinet
because of self-interest will not occur in this Cabinet under the Member for

Siparia—
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath:—Ilike what occurred in the former administration. And
therefore, Mr. Speaker, we are very proud to say that we are making the bold and
courageous decisions that will redound to the benefit of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, not for today, but for tomorrow, but for generations to come.

Mr. Speaker, the processes of unscrupulous practices, fraudulent
misrepresentation, | am the line Minister for CEPEP, and I can tell you when we
speak about fraudulent misrepresentations, without going into the substantive
Issues that are impacting before the courts, this is one of the very issues of
fraudulent misrepresentations that is before, Mr. Speaker, which perpetuates
corruption and results in a monopoly to few contractors in receipt of contracts. Mr.
Speaker, the attempt to prevent favouritism, unjust behaviour and discrimination,
which result in detriment to the community at large; procedural infractions in
breach of CPR to hasten initiation of legal proceedings, a waste of the court’s time,
a waste of also taxpayers’ money in legal fees, in support of contracts which are
null and void, we are maintaining the rule of law.

Mr. Speaker, to do so, we have instituted and/or are proposing social relief
measures, the rollout of which began last year and is in public domain. Mr.
Speaker, we have made commitments to the public servants. We have made
commitments to contract officers.

3.15 p.m.

| can tell you right away in my own Ministry, keeping the commitment to
T&TEC workers, keeping the commitment to WASA workers, we have kept
people employed, Mr. Speaker, in real sustainable jobs and therefore that is our

mandate and our mantra going forward.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. B. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, with that | thank you for the opportunity to
contribute and this Government, we are committed to taking our people forward. |
thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: St. Ann’s East.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk banging]

Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to
contribute in this debate, very critical Motion. | want to thank the Member for
Laventille West—

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—for bringing such a critical Motion to the House and |
want to thank the Opposition Leader who through her brand of leadership is
allowing such a young MP—

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—to bring such a critical Motion to this House. That is the
PNM way, Mr. Speaker, that is the PNM way. | want to join with this entire Bench
in condemning the callous and tone deaf governance of the UNC.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: We demand an urgent response to the socio-economic
crisis that the UNC has imposed on Trinidad and Tobago and we demand that the
UNC Government provide adequate and meaningful social relief measures to the
people of Trinidad and Tobago. The UNC has created a social crisis, the likes of
which have never been seen in Trinidad and Tobago and the effects of which will

be felt for generations.
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The Member for Couva South would like to have us believe that the Member
for Laventille West was a CEPEP contractor in April 2025—Ileave the Chamber,
yes—when he was elected as an MP. . He—run. Totally untrue.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Completely false. And I invite him to stand outside of the
Chamber and say that.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: As the Member for Diego Martin North East says: “Come
outside”. The Member for Couva South who has left the Chamber would like to
have us believe that what they did by firing and continuing to fire people who look
like a PNM, who smell like a PNM—

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—that these mass firings are just normal, but | guess it is
Carnival time so we could team up with the Member for Moruga/Tableland to
jump high, he could jump low—

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—he could say this, he could say that, nobody is fooled by
how loud you shout, Member for Couva South You have no currency and no one
believes you.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: In the short nine months, that must be a Guinness World
Record, you have burnt up your currency with the population, social media is
awash with regret. After this nine months, there is no evidence of corruption in the
CEPEP or Forestry Programme.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]
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Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: There is no evidence of unlawful employment, there are no
charges, there is no audit report. These are the facts and “I know it hutting yuh,
Member for Couva South, ah know it hutting yuh”.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:  But enough time, enough time spent on your
“substanceless” contribution.

We have experienced social crisis before in Trinidad and Tobago. | take you
back to the 1980s, in the time where we had the “barrel children” experience that
has been written about in many papers across the Caribbean. Trinidad and Tobago
was part of that experience. The social effects of that are still being felt today.
That was a crisis, a social crisis. And for those who may not know, this crisis
arose when parents sought work in foreign, they went away and left their children
in the care of grandparents and other family members. And in lieu of their
physical presence, they would send back barrels, send back clothes and shoes. The
children had the best of the brands, but they had little to no parental presence. And
what did that cause?

Children without direction and guidance dropped out of school; attended
school irregularly; lack of educational achievement; they joined gangs; they were
relegated to menial jobs; early pregnancy; dysfunctional homes and the cycle of
poverty continued. And that required government support, that required
governmental intervention, social and educational interventions to break the cycle
of the lack of achievement and poverty. That was a crisis then and we have a
current crisis now that the Motion refers to. Because over 40,000 vulnerable
citizens have been fired summarily without warning and only plan for transition.

And | have spoken to my colleagues on this side and many of them can tell you,
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more than half of those persons are estimated to be female, women. So we could
say over 20,000 women, vulnerable women. And in many cases, these women
have school-aged children, many of them are single mothers, fired, without a plan,
no transition.

So it is not a stretch to think if half of them have two children of school age
and many of them have more than that, then that is as such as 40,000 children you
can estimate, just back of the envelope. It might be more than that, who have been
left without any support and parents in droves have been complaining to us that
they do not have the resources to even send their children to school.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: The Guardian on August 15" reported:
“Schoolbook sales slower this year”
Newsday on August 15" the same day, said:
“Back-to-school sales slow in Tobago”
Mr. Young SC: RIK close—
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: The Guardian of August 5™
“Parents feel the pinch as back-to-school prices climb”
RIK close a branch, this week—
Mr. Young SC: This week, in town.
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: This week. Why were sales slower? Why are businesses
closing down? Because an estimated 20,000 parents had no salary, no means to
purchase books, they cannot even afford to send their children to school.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, what the UNC has done is create a crisis,
what can be estimated as 40,000 children at a direct risk of dropping out of school
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and being relegated to a life of poverty. And | dare them to deny it.

Mr. Young SC: The AG fixed it.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Without an education children have chance at social
progress. Many of us on both sides of this House, and “Point Fortin doh leave, ah
referring to you now”, because you stood and beat your chest.

Hon. Members: “Oooh.”

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Young SC: “Sid down, sid down.”

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: You stood and beat your chest.

Mr. Young SC: La Brea, La Brea.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: “Ent, La Brea, La Brea”.

Mr. Elder: [Crosstalk]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: “Doh leave.”

Mr. Speaker: No, no, do not do that. If you are going to exist the Chamber do so,
but do not stand and speak.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | remember him relating his
story of how education took him out of poverty. | could tell you the same thing. |
am sure the other Members on this side can tell you the same thing. Education is
the key and that is why when the PNM formed this country—

Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 48(1)—

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—in 1960—

Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 48(1), this is a Motion that speaks to unemployment.
Mr. Young SC: “All yuh ha to do is raise it and sid down.”

Mr. Morris: This is not responding on education. 48(1).

Hon. Member: Rubbish.
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Mr. Speaker: Okay. | do not think that applies. Continue.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, we are speaking about the crisis, and in 1962
there was also a crisis because there were children who had no chance at education
and therefore, social progress. And the PNM came into office at that time, at our
Independence, Common Entrance, which was the name of an examination, was a
way to ensure that all children got a chance regardless of where you started, and
regardless of your socio-economic status. And so all of us had a chance, including
me, to make your way out of a poverty situation. But under the UNC, based on the
policies that are elucidated in this Motion, the vulnerable are being denied a chance
at education and a chance to succeed and this is a crisis of epic proportions.
Parents are crying, children are crying and their tears will fall on the Member for
Siparia.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Their tears will fall on the Member for Siparia, the
“badjohn” or is it the “bad Jane” of recent vintage.

The Member for Couva South who identifies as working in an abattoir. The
Member for St. Augustine who knows better but is too busy protecting her position
in the house, not this House, a metaphorical house.

Hon. Member: “0000.”

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: The Member for Toco/Sangre Grande, super boy himself,
the expert on who can and cannot grow an afro, history will not forget you.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: The Member for Tunapuna, poster boy for why we need
ALTA in this country, history will not be kind to you.
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Hon. Members: “Ohhh.” [Desk banging]

Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, the Member must be forced to withdraw that and
apologize to the Member for Tunapuna.

Mr. Young SC: Sit down.

Mr. Padarath: “You doh tell me to sit down”.

Mr. Speaker: Alright, okay!

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Young SC: “Doh point at me”.

Mr. Padarath: | could point at you if | want.

Mr. Speaker: Okay, okay!

Mr. Padarath: | could point at you if | want.

Mr. Young SC: Sit down!

Mr. Speaker: Okay, okay. Couva South.

Mr. Padarath: 48(6), Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Young SC: [Continuous shouting]

Mr. Speaker: No, Port of Spain North. Do not shout across to anyone. No! No
one is allowed to shout.

Mr. Padarath: He is disgusting.

Mr. Speaker: No, no.

Mr. Young SC: [Crosstalk and continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Come on. Member for Couva South | am on my legs.

Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, the use of obscene language against Members of this
House will not be tolerated. Mr. Speaker, the Member for Port of Spain North has
a penchant for using obscene language.

Mr. Young SC: Sit down, sit down.
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Mr. Padarath: 48(6)

Mr. Speaker: Alright. Has anyone used obscene language—

Mr. Padarath: Yes.

Hon. Members: No, no, no.

Mr. Speaker:—take responsibility for it.

Mr. Padarath: Yes, you just did. Yes, you just did!

Hon. Members: No, no, no.

Mr. Speaker: Okay.

Mr. Padarath: You are a liar.

Mr. Speaker: You know, this glorified schoolyard shouting really just does not
take us anywhere.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Member for St. Ann’s East | think you know you have infringed the
rules there. | think you know you have infringed the rules. | should like you to
apologize and I should like you to withdraw it unconditionally.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, | apologize to the Member.

Hon. Members: “Yaay!” [Desk banging]

Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, I still have not gotten a ruling on 48(6), the Member
for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, this is not the first time he used obscene
language across the floor.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: | did not hear any obscene language.

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Could I be allowed, could I be allowed to continue in some relative

peace and quiet. You know it really does not give me pleasure to have to speak to
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grown professional adults like this. This is unacceptable conduct. From all of you,
this is unacceptable. And to seek to cast blame across the corridors is just not
acceptable either. So if anyone used obscene language here | did not hear it. |
should like that person to take ownership of it and apologize if you did. If you did
not, okay, I did not hear it. Member for—let us move on.

Mr. Young SC: | have a Standing Order to raise.

Mr. Speaker: Okay?

Mr. Young SC: | have a Standing Order to raise, 48(6) against the Member for
Couva South. No one on this side used obscene language. And his screaming, his
screaming into an open mic all the time in an effort to get headlines is not
acceptable.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Mr. Speaker: Okay, Port of Spain South, sit down, have a seat. Now that we
have quelled this semi-riot that was taking place here, St. Ann’s East | should like
you to apologize and withdraw.

Hon. Members: She did it.

Mr. Speaker: | did not hear the withdrawal. | did not hear it. Your both
neighbours are making—anyway, withdraw it, let us move on.

Mr. Imbert: | was not saying anything.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, | apologize to the Member for Tunapuna and
| withdraw.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Under the UNC the vulnerable are being denied a chance
at education and a chance to succeed. It is a crisis of epic proportion. Parents are

crying, children are crying, and their tears will fall on the Member for Siparia; the
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Member for Couva South; the Member for St. Augustine; the Member for
Toco/Sangre Grande; the Member for Tunapuna, and Peter wait, Peter wait, look
the Member for San Fernando West, by the gate.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: I would not say, “bun he” because that might be
unparliamentary. The Member for San Fernando West, you sit quietly by and say
nothing. And even when you speak, you say nothing and nothing in defense.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Nothing in defense of these children.

Mr. Speaker: St. Ann’s East, | should now require you to demonstrate to me the
relevance of all of this to the Motion.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: | mean, this is entirely irrelevant.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, | am saying—

Mr. Speaker: It is irrelevant. | have ruled. Move on.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, as | said, I am dealing with the
socio-economic crisis that is being perpetrated upon the people of Trinidad and
Tobago as outlined by the Motion.

Mr. Speaker: The Motion has nothing to do—makes no reference to lack of
educational opportunity.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: The Motion makes reference—

Mr. Speaker: It makes absolutely no reference to it. The only reference it makes
Is to school absenteeism, which school absenteeism is tied to a different issue. It

Is, it makes no reference to denial of educational opportunities. So | am ruling this
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irrelevant, move on.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you kindly, Mr. Speaker. So | am dealing with
school absenteeism and the risk of exploitation and social exclusion.

Hon. Members: [Desk banging]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: That risk of social exclusion amounts to a crisis, which is
referred to in the Motion, and it is referred to here because it is extremely
important for the people of Trinidad and Tobago and the constituents of St. Ann’s
East which | represent. And we demand an urgent response to the socio-economic
crisis the UNC has imposed on Trinidad and Tobago, and we demand that the
UNC Government provide adequate and meaningful social relief measures, which
include educational measures to the people of Trinidad and Tobago. That is
directly from the Motion. The UNC has created a social crisis, the likes of which
has never been seen before in Trinidad and Tobago and the effects of which would
be felt for generations. We are speaking about crisis and we experienced another
crisis, and I am going to go through what that crisis was and how the response was
as | build my case for what the response should be in the crisis that we are saying
is being imposed on Trinidad and Tobago.

There was a COVID-19 crisis in this world, not just the country, and we
experienced that. And a big part of the socio-economic crisis that is being
experienced has to do with education. Because education is a direct driver for
social progress and the socio-economic progress and state of the nation. And in the
COVID-19 crisis, there was a threat to education, direct, because in that
circumstance children could not go to school, education had to move online. And

the Government of the day had to respond to that crisis. And what form did that
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response take?

Laptops, tablets, MiFi devices given to students as a response to the crisis.
Similar to the socio-economic crisis that we are saying is being experienced now.
In short order, given to students to ensure that they could move online. Many of
them. We appealed to corporate Trinidad and Tobago to help us in the crisis. That
had not been done in that way before. But where we have a crisis where students
cannot attend school, where school attendance is online and they cannot get into
the school system because they do not have, we had to do that quickly. And that is
the same kind of crisis we are talking about here that is dealing with school
absenteeism. Because we have a government that has put policies in place, and |
read from the Motion that:

“...have disproportionately affected single mothers, female-headed

households, youth...”

Education is a big part of it. And through the “Adopt-A-School

Programme” we were able to help students out of the crisis. And this programme
was very important. Imagine, we were able to get $1 million donated to a school
to ensure that they make their way out of the crisis—
Mr. Speaker: Member, | have asked you to demonstrate to me how a lack of
educational opportunity is covered in this Motion. And let me tell you why | think
your reasoning is flawed. The Motion says, the first recital, then it goes to the
second recital, but the third recital says:

“And Whereas press reports indicate that these developments have

disproportionately affected single mothers...”
And it goes on, but the part you are dealing with:

“...thereby intensifying food insecurity, school absenteeism...”
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So, the drafting of this Motion, the draftsman who drafted this Motion did
not see it fit to include lack of educational opportunity and all of that. | hear what
you are saying and the policy considerations. But the school absenteeism, the way
the Motion is drafted, has to do specifically with determinations. So to come and
to talk about policy and to compare policy from previous times and previous
versions of policy with regard to educational opportunity really does not fall within
the square parameters of the Motion.

So, | am going to tell you that you are being irrelevant once again. You can
deal with school absenteeism, you know, and you can deal with it in the context of
the firings and so on, but this is not the forum for that kind of debate you are
seeking to engage in. That is all | am saying.

3.35 p.m.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, | am so appreciative of that guidance which
you are giving. So, let me deal with school absenteeism, in the context of the mass
firings of 40,000 people, many of them vulnerable, many of them women, many of
them heading households, leading to the fact that, as reported to many of the MPs
on this side, and | am sure on that side too, but they would not want to say that they
cannot send their children to school.

Mr. Young SC: Correct.

Hon. Member: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: And | ask questions of the Minister of Education at this
time. Does the Ministry of Education have the data to show how the UNC’s policy
decisions, mass firing of all of these vulnerable people, many of them women, does
the Ministry of Education have data at this time to show how those policies

affected school attendance? Does the Minister of Education have any data to show
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the dropout rates and how that has been affected since the firing of the most
vulnerable was undertaken? Does The Minister of Education have the data, such
as data from the school feeding programme, to show how many more students
have begun to rely on the meals that have been provided at schools for sustenance?
Because remember, Mr. Speaker, the developments we are speaking about, the
mass firings, they would have affected single parent households, mothers, women,
and this is the type of data we would want to hear from the Minister of Education.
And while he may run post-haste to find data and information that may suggest
that there is no effect at all, I want to remind him that we are PNM-educated
citizens in Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: We are not stupid and we will not be easily fooled or
misled by any attempts at damage control and misinformation. So, walk carefully
when you are coming with that data for us.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: This crisis the UNC has imposed, which we are referring to
in this Motion, Mr. Speaker, has affected parents. The Member for Laventille
West referred to a situation where suicide was the result of the feeling of despair,
felt by one such parent, faced with the probability and the possibility that he would
not be able to provide for his children. What happens to children in a household
where parents are broken and depressed by the fact that they have been fired with
no plan for transition? | hope | am on topic, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: How could these children perform well in school if they
cannot attend? How could these children have a good chance of success if they are
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absent from school as the Motion purports? What is the long-term effect of what
the UNC has done on generations of students? If they drop out of school, Mr.
Speaker, what of their future? Education could never be irrelevant to this Motion.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: When Caroni closed, over 9,000 workers received
compensation. | see they are still getting now. When Petrotin closed, over 5,000
workers received compensation—
Mr. Young SC: $2.7 billion.
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—in the billions, $2.7 billion.
Mr. Young SC: In cash.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: So, people like to compare what has happened, but it is
apples and oranges because when these programmes were closed down, these
40,000 workers and more, were sent home without compensation. Nothing.
Mr. Young SC: Nothing.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: And instead of a plan, what are we hearing from the
Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services? What are we
hearing from the Minister of Education, with direct relevance to the policy that
they initiated, the UNC initiated after April28™, of firing all these people? Has
there been any talk of any programme directed at that crisis?

Mr. Speaker, it was irrelevant to speak about COVID and so on, okay, |
accept that. But the country knows what the response of a government should be
to a crisis. If this was a natural disaster and 40,000 persons were affected, there

would be grants, there would be back to school grants, there would be help for
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persons. In no country would 40,000 citizens be affected and the Government does
nothing to help them. But in a situation where an unnatural disaster which is the
UNC, was unleashed on this population after April of 2025, and they imposed the
crisis—

Mr. Young SC: Correct.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—nothing has been done.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: But of course, what is facing us now is Zones of Special
Operations, that has been done. A lot being said about that, to control crime. But |
want to tell you, when people are desperate, they will take desperate measures and
so these Zones of Special Operations—

Mr. Speaker: Skip along.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—we have heard of that but we have not heard about any
plan to deal with the crisis. But you say Zones of Special Operations, | say zones
of subjugation.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: | say zones of economic depression. | say zones of
geographic discrimination.

Mr. Morris: Mr. Speaker, 48(1), there is nothing about zones.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member, | thought we had an eye contact understanding that you
knew that that is irrelevant. Come on, let us move on.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move on to demand that the
Government gives an urgent response to the socio-economic crisis that the UNC

has imposed on Trinidad and Tobago. | move on to demand that the UNC
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Government provide adequate and meaningful social relief measures to mitigate
the crisis that has been created in Trinidad and Tobago.

Eight months have passed, our people are crying and the UNC has done
nothing to help the most vulnerable in Trinidad and Tobago. There have been no
special programmes. There has been nothing forthcoming for our people. The
UNC has disenfranchised as much as 40,000 children—vulnerable children by
their recklessness, their thoughtlessness, their vindictiveness; that is up to a quarter
of the school population, Mr. Speaker, so forgive me if | am a little bit passionate
about this but how could 1 sit quiet and not be passionate, when so many of our
children are disadvantaged?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, the People’s National Movement calls on the
Ministry of Education, in this time of crisis to tell us what is the plan to help the
thousands of children who are hungry, angry and frustrated, due to the financial
situation their families are in, by the policy taken by the UNC to fire them without
plan, without help, without care. The PNM calls on the Ministry of Education to
tell us, what is the plan to help children whose parents have lost their jobs? What
is the plan to help them sustain their educational journey? If these children cannot
finish their schooling, what is the hope for them in Trinidad and Tobago, them and
their children? When will the vicious cycle of poverty end? Why can they not
have the same chance that all of us had, to have an education and make their way
out of poverty?

The People’s National Movement condemns the UNC Government for the
lack of care for the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, especially the most vulnerable

and | call on civil society to speak up about this crisis.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Just like they look at the crises of old and they analyse it,
this will be a crisis that is analysed in years to come. We will see the effects of this
in years to come. | call on the churches, the NGOs, speak up.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: This is not a time to remain silent.

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible] Perhaps you wish your 15 minutes.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: I would not take all but I will take enough to say—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly:—to the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, Rome is burning.
Our children will bear the consequences of our silence. Regardless of your
political affiliation, anyone who cares about Trinidad and Tobago, any patriot, will
recognize that to disadvantage thousands of children, we are shooting ourselves in
the foot. We are ruining our own potential. If the policies of the Government were
not such that someone like myself could go to university, by taking a loan, by
working. If those policies were not in place, then | would not be standing here
today. And that is what | am fighting for, the thousands of children.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Regardless of your political affiliation, anyone, any patriot
who cares about Trinidad and Tobago will recognize that this crisis created by the
UNC will only weaken the country, will only weaken Trinidad and Tobago,
country first. Country before party.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: Anything that affects the achievement of the young people
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in Trinidad and Tobago. Anything that affects the achievement of young people in
Trinidad and Tobago, affects the education of children in Trinidad and Tobago,
affects this country as a whole.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: This is not a time to stay silent.

Mr. Sampson: Hypocrite.

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: We demand of the UNC—and Tobago, you are saying
hypocrite? Member for Tobago you are saying hypocrite? Not hypocrite, just a
patriot, a patriot who loves her country.

Hon. Member: [Desk thumping]

Dr. N. Gadsby-Dolly: And this patriot, representing the constituency of St. Ann’s
East, | demand a solution from the UNC to this crisis that you have imposed on us,
and | demand a solution to the crisis caused by your callous, vindictive and wicked
governance style. We demand an urgent response to the socio-economic crisis that
the UNC has imposed on Trinidad and Tobago. We demand that the UNC
Government, provide adequate, and meaningful social relief measures for the
Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family Services, the Ministry of
Education, to help the people of Trinidad and Tobago. The UNC has created a
social crisis, the likes of which we have never seen in Trinidad and Tobago before,
and the effect of which will be felt for generations. Mr. Speaker, | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for La Brea.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister in the Ministry of Public Utilities (Hon. Clyde Elder): Thank
you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this opportunity to contribute to this baseless,
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hypocrite—

Hon. Member: What is the word?

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. C. Elder: Hypocrite, hypocritical—no value, Motion. Mr. Speaker, let me
start by saying, and I am told that “manners maketh man”. So, let me start by
saying first of all, Mr. Speaker, that I apologize to you and this House, for standing
while someone else was speaking and | was in fact, pointing to where | represent,
and it of course violated the Standing Orders, and Mr. Speaker, for that |
apologize. Because where | come from, my mother taught me, always have
manners.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: And as | say where | come from, Mr. Speaker, | heard the mover
of this Motion, make reference to “never see come see” and say, “La Brea, that is
for you”. His friend said, “La Brea, that is for you”, as if | must feel embarrassed
and ashamed to be in this Parliament after what | went through under them.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: But Mr. Speaker, | wear my battle scars with pride, and those
battle scars, Mr. Speaker, as the Member for St. Ann’s East reminded us, were
there from since | was a child, because of them.

3.50 p.m.

So | recalled when | did say to this honourable House, Mr. Speaker, of the
circumstances under which | grew up—and, of course, it was made reference to by
St. Ann’s East just now—and | had no electricity, no running water, but | still
made it. So if you feel | am “never see, come see,” here | am.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. C. Elder: And the bad thing for you is that you have to do it for the first five
years, and the next five after that.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: When the Member for Laventille West was making his
contribution, Mr. Speaker, he referred to one of his constituents, a 59-year-old lady
who came to him and had eight months’ contribution short, or to make up to get
her full NIS contribution. And I quipped that you should be ashamed to say that. |
had no remarks about his constituent; none at all. Because | understand that there
are people in this country who are 60, or close to 60, and they cannot make up 750
contributions to NIS to get some kind of pension. But let us examine that for a
minute, Mr. Speaker.

The Member for Laventille West, in referring to his constituent, if he had
done the math, he would have realized that if she was 59, she had to work for at
least 14 of her 59 years to qualify for an NIS pension, almost as long as PNM has
been an organization. So it means that for her life and for the time that the PNM
was in office, they did not do enough for her to be employed to get enough
contributions to NIS.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: And that is why he should be ashamed to talk about that, because
a 59-year-old woman, short of NIS by eight months to get a pension, that is their
doing, not ours. So he should be ashamed to talk about that. But he is not
ashamed, because if shameless had an organization to describe it, it would be the
PNM.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, | also heard Laventille West ask us to remember the
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name Richard Cooper. And | too want to join with him in extending our own
condolences to the family of Mr. Cooper, because a loss for any family is
something that should not be politicized. But | also want to ask him, inasmuch as
he was thinking about Mr. Cooper when he drafted this Motion, did you think
about David Francis? You may ask yourself, who is David Francis? But David
Francis was a former Centrin worker who took his life, because Centrin depended
on ArcelorMittal, and the both companies closed down under your watch, and he
could not take it anymore and he killed himself.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: That is a private company.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. C. Elder: And | am glad you said that is a private company, because here is
what. You did absolutely nothing as a government to save those workers and those
jobs; nothing.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: You did not even put legislation in place to save workers in a
private company. You did not do that. But mind you, while that is a private
company, | wonder if you remember the name—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Hon. C. Elder: Do you remember the name Barry Mohammed? Do you
remember the name Barry Mohammed? He was a former Petrotrin worker. Is that
a private company, Trincity/Maloney?

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  ArcelorMittal, | am talking about. ArcelorMittal—
[Inaudible]

Hon. C. Elder: | am talking about Mr. Mohammed from Petrotrin. Petrotrin was

a state-owned entity—
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Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Hon. C. Elder:—a state-owned entity, Petrotrin was. So they come here to ask us
to remember Mr. Cooper, and we remember him and we also ensure that we send
condolences to his family. But you see the hypocrisy? You hear the word
Arouca/Lopinot? The hypocrisy of that Opposition?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: It is beyond comprehension.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Sturge: [Inaudible]

Hon. C. Elder: And you know, Mr. Speaker, it is poetic.

Mr. Speaker: Toco/Sangre Grande, | am hearing you. Stop that.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Young: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Port of Spain North, | am still hearing you. Stop that.

Hon. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, it is poetic that I am in this House to debate this
Motion; poetic. And let me tell you why it is poetic—

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Trincity/Maloney, | am also hearing you.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: “Sangre Grande attacking me jus so.” I did not even talk
to him. | am talking—/[Inaudible]

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Okay. Let us just calm this down and let La Brea continue in peace
and quiet.

Hon. C. Elder: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is poetic justice that | am in this
House to debate this Motion. And | am not here in this House as an example of
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poetic justice by myself. The Member for Point Fortin is also here in this House as
an example of that poetic justice while this Motion has been debated. And why is
it poetic justice, you may ask yourself, because you see, that former administration
that used to lead this country shut down Petrotrin, where Point Fortin used to work.
So he was a victim of their vile, wicked, evil, nasty, “dutty” ways.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: And I myself—

Mr. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker—

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Marcelle: Mr. Speaker, | rise on Standing Order 48(4), “nasty” and “dutty.”
That is not parliamentary language, please. Also, 55(1)(a) as well, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: Do you want me to read back what you said in the preamble to your
Motion?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Overruled, continue.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. But as the Leader of the House would
have reminded us, “it huttin dem.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: And, Mr. Speaker, | too was a victim of their callous, dismissive,
disrespectful, vengeful, vindictive behaviour against workers, because | worked
TSTT. And in 2018, while I was still the Secretary General of a union, which was
a union that had an RMU with TSTT and had a collective argument that protected
me, as the Secretary General, from being dismissed, they did not bother with that,

you know. The collective agreement clearly says that while you are on
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secondment to the company, that you cannot be retrenched or terminated. “You
feel dem bother with that, Mr. Speaker?” No, they sent me home in 2018, while |
was the Secretary General of the CWU.

Mr. Kesar: Serious?

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: [Inaudible]

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. C. Elder: And you see that?

Mr. Kesar: Yes.

Hon. C. Elder: You see that? That is just how—that is just how they thought
about every worker in this country when they were in power.

Mr. Kesar: Yes, yes.

Hon. C. Elder: That—

Mr. Kesar: That is right.

Hon. C. Elder: That—

Mr. Kesar: That is right.

Hon. C. Elder: That—that is what they thought about.

Mr. Kesar: That is right, that is right.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: Again, poetic justice.

Mr. Speaker, | was not alone though. So while they talk about mass
termination, and mass dismissal, and non-renewal contracts, and all of those
hypocritical positions that they take here today, | was not alone. Point Fortin was
not alone. It was 5,000—no, just now. It was all, all, all—

Mr. Kesar: That is right. All, all, all.
Hon. C. Elder:—in Petrotrin. It was 2,000 in TSTT, in 2018, and another 1,500 in
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2022, in TSTT. And we still were not alone.

| remembered that the former, former Prime Minister of this country came
on TV and said, “Well, there is a company called Government Human Resources
Limited, but we closed on that today.” That is how he announced it. That is how
he announced the closure of Government Human Resources Limited, GHRSL; 120
workers in there “gone home.” Callous, dismissive. And then there is a next
company called Caroni Green. They sent home every single worker in Caroni
Green, and there is a next company called Tourism Development Company
Limited, TDC.
Hon. Member: Compensation package.
Hon. C. Elder: Everybody gone home in TDC. And you are talking about
compensation package. Let me tell you about that story now. Glad you raised it.
Mr. Kesar: “Ah glad yuh say that, man. Yeah man. Yeah, go ahead man, talk
about compensation package. Tell dem, tell dem, tell dem bout compensation
package.”
Hon. C. Elder: “While dey like tuh bump their gum” about compensation
package and they paid workers money, all kinds of unparliamentary words that
cannot even come to mind right now that | will not repeat, there are thousands of
former Petrotrin casual workers yet to receive one black cent from when sent home
people.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. C. Elder: And for them to pay TDC and GHRSL—I could talk about these
two because | was there personally. For them to pay them, we had to take those
companies to court to get any kind of money for them when they were sent home.

| knew that because | led the unit for a point in time to settle the TDC issues and
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the GHRSL issue. We had to take them to court. They did not pay it willingly.
They were forced to pay it.

Mr. Manning: [Inaudible]

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. C. Elder: If you listen attentively, you will hear. You understand?

Mr. Speaker, they made some snide remarks about, ArcelorMittal and
Centrin were private companies. The ArcelorMittal story will still be told by the
Steel Workers Union of Trinidad and Tobago. That story still has to be told. That
story is not for me to tell in this Parliament here today. But they did absolutely
nothing to help any one of those ArcelorMittal workers. And up to today, they
cannot even access the pension plan that they contributed to, because they sat on
their hands and said, “Well, it private,” while some of the persons who were
sitting on that side then were benefitting from that same private company. But that
IS not my story to tell.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. C. Elder: That is not my story to tell. Well, Mr. Speaker, heavy is the head
that wears the crown.

This afternoon, | want to take a moment to pay special commendation to our
Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: You see, Mr. Speaker, when you have a government programme,
such as was the URP, and that government programme is the lifeblood of criminal
and gang activities, and as a Prime Minister of that Government, you know that,
you have to take decisions in the best interest of every citizen of this country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. C. Elder: And decisions had to be made, and they were made as hard as
they were.

And I want to also say, Mr. Speaker, that this Government, we are not, as the
last Government were, callous in our approach to people being unemployed,
because let me tell you this. For those who do not know, CEPEP, as early as 2015,
a little after that, was paying a worker, a labourer, $90 a day. The foreman, the
head of that group—I do not even want to say gang—was getting $102 a day. And
they come with a Motion that speaks about standard of living. What standard of
living could a citizen really have on $90 a day?

Mr. de Nobriga: More than zero.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Hon. C. Elder: Good, and you are correct, more than zero. And you know what
we have done, Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Hon. C. Elder: | am coming to that just now. You know what we have done, Mr.
Speaker? We would have implemented the open spaces programme through the
Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government. And do you know how
much a labourer is getting now in that programme? Mr. Speaker, $225 a day.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: So they cannot care about workers.

And as | speak about CEPEP, they come with a Motion before this
Parliament, here to mamaguy workers, eh. This Motion is a mamaguy Motion.
That is what this Motion is. So they come with a mamaguy Motion because they
want workers to feel that they care. But you see, as | said before, | will say it

again, “dey does only care when dey in Opposition.” And that is why they have to
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stay there to care. Stay there to care.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: And all the care that they care for workers—I remember they
went—San Fernando East, “We are going to take the Government to court for
CEPEP workers firing.”

Hon. Member: And they lost.

Hon. C. Elder: Just now, wait, wait, wait, wait. Up to now, not one worker, not
one worker, former CEPEP or URP worker, has been represented by any one of
them on that side; not one.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: You know who they are representing?

Hon. Members: Contractors

Hon. C. Elder: The contractors. That is who they are representing.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: They are representing the contractors.

Mr. Young: [Inaudible]

Hon. C. Elder: And not you, BIGWU went to court. “Dey geh yuh ah wuk.”
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Hon. C. Elder: “It ha nothing to do with me.” So, Mr. Speaker, if they care about
workers, why did they not represent workers? No, they represented contractors.
And mind you, they did not represent contractors successfully, you know. They
represent contractors and lost every single time.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. C. Elder: So, “Laventille West bright”—so he say—and he was on the
team, but they lost.
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4.10 p.m.

| want to remind them, | want to remind them: You all remember when you
all sent home all the litter wardens? We did not do that. “Is all yuh do that”. Did
you all care about the standard of living and the socioeconomic conditions then?
Hon. Member: Now they care about that.

Mr. C. Elder: They did not care about that. They never cared about that.

Mr. Speaker, this Opposition, this shameless Opposition, that is parading
here today as if they have the interest of the country at heart, and with their
hyprocrisy that they come here with, the beauty about all of this that is happening
Is that this country has seen through all of the gimmickry, not just in April of 2025,
but as recently as January 12" of 2026.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: You see, the nation remembers. The nation remembers what they
would have done, and the nation has not yet forgiven them. It is going to take a lot
to forgive them. You see, Mr. Speaker, when you speak to the citizens as they
have just done and laugh about what we go through, we will not forgive them.
“When yuh say yuh raise gas price once, ah raise it twice, as raise it three times,
and dey eh riot yet, and they laugh, ‘Hee-hee, hee-hee’ they have not forgotten, nor
forgiven you”.

When you tell people that “You cannot eat macaroni pie on a Sunday, right?
You have to cut back on the Sunday lunch”. They have not forgiven you. What
standard of living was that were you perpetuating when you were treating the
citizens in this matter? Then, when you tell citizens, “You still have ah coal pot,
and yuh go roast yuh breadfruit”. And you cannot even remember when last you

ate breadfruit, far less roast breadfruit. What standard of living were you
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perpetuating then?

So, when you are in government, you very well know how to tighten your
belt. That was the term that they used, right? “You have to tighten your belt”. But
now that you are in Opposition, “Oh lord, look how dey wicked over dey on dat
side. Look how dey doing”, and why is that? That is so because of the things that
they did for the last 10 years that have us in the deepest kind of hole. But, you see,
hope is here. The UNC is here, and we will fix it.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: Mr. Speaker, the Opposition wishes to preach sound public
administration and transparency. Then this House must be guided by what was
reported in Hansard regarding procurement under their watch. You see, during
proceedings in this Parliament on the 13" of October 2025, it was stated in the
Procurement Regulator Report, 2023/2024 report that is: That $5billion in
contracts were awarded by Ministries in one financial year without tendering,
without key performance indicators, without monitoring value for money, and, in
some cases, without verification of contracts.

So they come to ask us now about transparency and sound public
administration, but after the sound-licking you get, right? You suddenly realize
that these things are important and these things matter, but when you were there, it
was not important, and it did not matter. So why should it matter to you now?
And that is why, Mr. Speaker, | believe that this Motion is baseless and grounded
in nothing.

In fact, it was described as a feeding frenzy, including cost overruns and
irrational rental arrangements. It was stated that the former administration

facilitated unlawful contractual enterprises. “Dat is for we to treat with now, yuh
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know”. The thing is, we have a leader who fears none, who is afraid of none, and
who will do what is best for this country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: So we said that we were going fix it. That is the Government’s
then, and it is still the Government’s position now. The system is being fixed, and
| am sure that our citizens understand what you left us in. As my friend said,
“What we inherited was not an inheritance”, but we will ensure that we leave this
country, this economy, this place, a better place for our children, and for our
children’s children. We will ensure that.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: The Motion, Mr. Speaker, calls for adequate and meaningful social
relief measures, but the evidence shows that under the PNM, the social safety net
and human development programmes were reduced, opportunities narrowed, and
the most vulnerable, whom they claim to represent and care about today, were
squeezed. The record is clear, Mr. Speaker. Under the former PNM
administration, GATE declined from 59,605 persons funded in 2015 to—sorry, let
me say that again, 59,605 persons funded in 2015 to 15, 491 in 2025. Close the
GATE. HYPE—

Mr. Speaker: You have 30 seconds again, unless you want your 14 minutes.

Mr. C. Elder: May I please.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. C. Elder: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: HYPE fell from 771 trainees in 2015 to 264 in 2025, HYPE.
HELP dropped from 2,233 loans in 2015 to 612 in 2025. Early childhood care
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expenditure, St. Ann’s East, who is in some kind of “infatuatious” relationship
with San Fernando West, because he keeps—I have never seen someone so
infatuated with somebody else, yes? Early childhood care and education
expenditure fell from $32, 499,201 in 2014 to $15million in 2024, hear that.
MUST moved from $3,210 registered in 2015, to 187 in 2025. OJT dropped from
7,533 trainees in 2015 to 2,228 in 2025.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gosein: Standing Order 53(1), please. | want to hear the contribution.

Hon. Member: Yeah, we are hearing down here.

Mr. Speaker: Okay, let us all settle down. | can assure you our recess is close at
hand.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. C. Elder: So, Mr. Speaker, they cannot now come and preach relief after a
decade of contraction and exclusion.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: “Dem now pretending tuh champion transparency. But | thought
de hyprocrisy was ah—it just get deeper, and deeper as de debate goes on,
hypocrisy at its highest”.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: And the same people who are now preaching accountability are the
same people whose stewardship left the Auditor General unable to certify the
country’s financial accounts, but they want to preach accountability. And, as |
reminded this House during debate, we were forced to confront failures in record
keeping and oversight; missing documentation, unanswered questions, and

financial concealment that no responsible Government should ever allow. That
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was them. So, this sudden interest in governance, it cannot be taken seriously. It
Is not credible. They are not serious. Again, “mamaguy Motion”. That is what
this is.

They reduced support, they presided over financial disparities, and now, they
demand that this Government repair the damage while pretending they never
caused it. Imagine that. “Dem asking we to repair de damage, and dey pretending
like if “We did not do it.”” So what happened in the last 10 years? Who was
there? Who was there?

Mr. Speaker, | want to say that this Motion, apart from being poorly drafted,
as bright as people might be, apart from being baseless, hypocritical, and void of
any merit, this Motion cannot be taken seriously. But, before | take my seat, Mr.
Speaker, | want to just remind the country that during the 2025 budget
presentation, the hon. Member for Fyzabad and Minister of Finance did indicate
that $475million was being set aside in an employment fund, and that is to create
20,000 sustainable jobs for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: | want to remind the country of the revitalization blueprint that has
now created hope and a sense of euphoria within the country that people are
looking forward to.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: | want to remind this country that this Government, when the last
one did not do anything, St. Ann’s East listen to this, when the last government did
not do anything to put aside funds to help parents send their children back to
school, that this Government allocated funds for 20,000 vulnerable families.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. C. Elder: | want to remind this Parliament and this country that it was under
our hon. Prime Minister, we brought back the laptop programme to reintroduce
some sense of technology in schools.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: | want to also remind those on the other side and this House, that
the Prime Minister articulated a legislative agenda, which agenda seeks, not only to
bring relief in the usual areas, but even in labour law. Labour law changes are
coming, and the Retrenchment and Severance Benefit Act is going to see changes
so that workers will not suffer the same thing like ArcelorMittal again.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: If any one of them on that side is being honest, Mr. Speaker—I
want to say thank you to the Minister of the People, Social Development and
Family Services for the food cards that | got for Christmas that brought relief to the
people of this country, and they got it too. They got it, too.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Elder: More than their own Government gave them. So, Mr. Speaker, we
have demonstrated that we are a caring Government, that we care about the people,
that we care about workers. If we did not care about workers, PSA could not have
gotten 10 per cent.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: If we did care about workers, the workers of T&TEC could not
have their COLA matters settled under the esteemed Minister of Public Utilities.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. C. Elder: And, of course, the ever—I am looking for the best word to

describe it, to describe the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla—because, you see,
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Mr. Speaker, as a unit, we work cohesively, and we work to support this
Government, and this Government cares, and will do everything that we could do
for the benefit of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, | thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Whilst | recognize the Member who just—I think the break is close
at hand. What | propose to do—I do not propose to start a new speaker now. |
propose to take the break. We will return at 5.15p.m., and then we will start, then.
Thank you very much. So we will resume at 5.15 p.m. The House now stands
adjourned until then.

4.25 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Malabar/Mausica.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Dominic Romain (Malabar/Mausica): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the
opportunity to join this debate at this hour. | want to commend my colleague from
the constituency of Laventille West for bringing this most timely Motion that, for
my own personal experience, is very relevant, contrary to what has been said by
Members opposite.
But permit me, Mr. Speaker, to start my contribution by responding to some of the
points raised by some Members opposite. | will start with the Member for Couva
South. Mr. Speaker, the Member for Couva South sought to put into the record
some figures as it pertains to the number of jobs that were lost under the last
administration. | believe, if memory serves me correctly, he quoted a figure of
some64,500 jobs lost under the PNM for the period 2015 to 2025.

But, Mr. Speaker, that figure stands in stark contrast to the figure that was
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quoted and is on record in this House by the Member for Fyzabad. The Minister of
Finance, in his presentation, when he read the budget, and I will quote from page 4
of the budget statement. And it reads:

Under the PNM, 70,600 jobs were lost. According to CSO 636,800 people

were employed in 2014. By 2024, PNM had reduced this to 566,200, with

70,600 persons were pushed into unemployment by the PNM!”

So, there seems to be, Mr. Speaker, an issue with the figures. Who are we to
believe? The Member for Couva South or the Member for Fyzabad? | am
confused. But that is a pattern with Members opposite who love to put figures,
particularly as it pertains to data related to labour statistics, into the public domain.
Because from 2018 to 2025, in the wake of the closure of the Pointe-a-Pierre
Refinery, Monday night after Monday night, would get figures of how many
persons lost their jobs, “100,000, 200,000, 300,000 people”. So, imagine when
they had to put these figures into a document, and then the Member had to come
here today and quote that figure 64,500. Perhaps, if we give them two or three
other opportunities to speak on an issue related to labour statistics, we might get
the correct figure. Point to note, it is heading in the opposite direction, not up, eh,
down. But good to know.

Mr. Speaker, the Member also referenced the CEPEP and URP programmes,
and it has become the norm that whenever they have to speak about those
programmes, it is always against the backdrop of corruption, and they talk about
PNM corruption, and how the programmes were so corrupted under PNM. Certain
names were put into the public record, again, here, and | would like to proffer two
names this afternoon, Mr. Speaker, as it pertains to corruption with respect to URP:

Sean “Bill” Francis and Mark Guerra, Mr. Speaker. Those are two names that
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should be familiar to Members opposite. Two very prominent names between the
period 1995 to 2001, and one of those persons was labeled a “community leader”
by the then Prime Minister, one Basdeo Panday. | thought | would put that on the
public record.

Then, of course, we had talk about transparency, lack of transparency by the
former administration, but, Mr. Speaker, the facts will show that the use of
Standing Order 27(1)(g), perhaps, has never been used as much as it has been used
over the last nine months by Members opposite—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain:—to deprive the citizenry of transparency. When we ask
guestions, what do we get? 27(1)(g). In fact, they are even quoting it when they
are doing press conferences. That is when you are accustom in Parliament quoting
27(1)(g). That is what tends to happen.

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. D. Romain: Yes. Then, of course, what | consider to be among the most
egregious of the Members’ contribution, is the question to the Member for
Laventille West about why he left his constituents, and he did not stay and fight for
his people, paraphrasing. Perhaps the Member could tell us why he is no longer
Member of Parliament for Princes Town.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

5.20 p.m.

After serving two terms, left that constituency. And I recall looking at CNC3,
where they have their “Wat de People Say” segment. And the question was put:
How do you feel?

Mr. Manning: What did they say?
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Mr. D. Romain: How do you feel about the Member moving to a different
constituency? And they were questioning persons from Princes Town. The
general consensus was “good riddance”.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: And then, of course, with respect to claims about unscrupulous
practices and fraudulent representation by the last administration, well, | could tell
the Member, there is a particular journalist by the name of Mark Bassant who is
still looking for some sensible answers to some questions he put to the Member in
2020, while he was on the campaign trail. In particular, questions related to two
cheques totalling 135,000.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Hosein: Mr. Speaker, 48(1). Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 48(1) and 48(6),
please.

Mr. Speaker: Yes, Malabar. That is not permissible. Move on.

Mr. D. Romain: Duly noted. Duly noted, hon. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | want to respond to the Member for La Brea. He made
mention about a programme called Caroni GREEN. How many persons lost their
jobs under Caroni GREEN. Wicked PNM. | want to draw the Member’s attention
to an article. Yeah, they love to call me Google man. It was very easy. Let me
quote that article for the benefit of the Member. Yeah. Article, Guardian, dated
the 17" of January, 2015, almost exactly 11 years ago, entitled:

“Millions spent on Caroni Green, little to show

Ernst and Young Audit shows project rushed”

And | will just read the first paragraph:
“An audit into the controversial Caroni Green Initiative (CGI) project
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conducted by Ernst and Young Service Ltd has shown that more than $9
million of taxpayers’ money has been spent on the agricultural project with
farmers and citizens reaping little returns.”
This programme was so riddled with corruption that the administration that
Initiated it, initiated this audit. That is to tell you, it could not deny it. And then
the outcome showed, again, millions spent, little to show for it. That is why the
programme was shut down. It should have been shut down since you all got this
report but, you know, PNM had to do what we had to do to protect the public.
There are a few more things | want to respond to but | will do so in regard to
the Motion before us. Mr. Speaker, permit me to read.
“Whereas it is the responsibility of the Government to safeguard the
well-being of citizens and to promote conditions that enable a decent
standard of living;”
And one of those conditions, Mr. Speaker, that enables one to promote a decent
standard of living is to ensure that as a government, when you hire people, you put
the infrastructure in place to ensure that they get paid for the work that they do.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: And the Member for La Brea, bravely and with great aplomb
made reference to the PUPS programme, P-U-P-S, Programme for the Upkeep of
Public Spaces, which was launched by this administration sometime around
mid-December. | recall, | received a phone call on the morning, | believe, of the
12" or so of December, asking me to provide two names to serve as labourers,
which I did.
Mr. Speaker, | can tell you, yesterday | was driving home. On my way

home, my phone kept pinging. WhatsApp messages coming in. But | did not
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listen to it at the time, you see, because | do not want to get a fine for holding my
phone while the vehicle is in motion. So I waited until I got home and | listened to
the voice note. Mr. Speaker, you know what we say in local parlance? “Level
cuss.” Mr. Speaker, these voice notes were from a group chat, a WhatsApp group
chat, comprising persons who are employed under this PUPS programme, which
we heard from a Senator who is a Minister in the Ministry of Housing, that this
programme was supposed to mash up the PNM. The 30, 40, 50, 60, 70,000 people
that the PNM say got fired, this programme is going to ensure that they get gainful
employment. Mr. Speaker, | do not know if it is that the Member for La Brea is
unaware, but to date, three fortnights later, not one yellow cent has been paid to the
workers.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: And the Member boasted $225 a day, superior to CEPEP. And
to date, no one, none of these 220 labourers have received a single pay cheque, Mr.
Speaker. And persons have been calling me and asking me to make representation
on their behalf with respect to this. Because this programme comprises mainly the
220 persons, former CEPEP workers, URP workers, forestry workers, who, when
they heard about this programme, thought, hey, a lifeline. Albeit it was a pilot
project, 13 weeks, but at least getting paid $225 a day for 13 weeks is better than
nothing at all.

And what is even worse, Mr. Speaker, is that these poor souls were told that
they had to bring their own tools, they had to bring their own uniforms. The only
thing that was provided to them was transportation from the central hub to the
places where they would be going each day to do the work, and “dey drop dem

back.” But they had to find money for lunch, find money, if it is you do not have

UNREVISED



Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s > 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)

Mr. Romain (cont’d)

your own vehicle, to travel to the central hub. People had to borrow money that
they did not have. And to date, the last date they were told they would have gotten
paid was yesterday. Then, prior to that, they were told the 15". Up to now, no
pay.

Mr. Speaker, every single one of us in this House, since that programme was
launched in mid-December, have gotten paid. Twice. Members opposite, four
times; two salaries. But these persons who are at the lowest end of the economic
ladder cannot get their money. And unfortunately for many of them, Mr. Speaker,
when they do get paid, a significant portion of what they will receive will be going
to moneylenders in interest. Every week. So they are prepared, based on those
voice notes that | listened to, they are prepared to down tools, Mr. Speaker,
because they are just at their wits’ end.

So when the Member for La Brea wants to come and boast, this is such a
great programme, “pay de people”. Pay them because they have families to feed.
They have bills to pay. And they are not fortunate like some people to have money
meeting money every month. Have a heart.

“And whereas, recent reports of mass terminations and non-renewal of

contracts across public bodies, state agencies and local government entities

have resulted in a perceived marked increase in unemployment in several
vulnerable and at risk communities;”
Further:

“And whereas press reports indicate that these developments have

disproportionately affected single mothers, female-headed households,

youth, the elderly, and persons with disabilities, thereby intensifying food
insecurity, school absenteeism, mental-health strain, and the risk of
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exploitation and social exclusion;”
Mr. Speaker, | have in my hand here my listing from my constituency office
day yesterday. There are 18 names on this list. | try not to see more than 20
people because sometimes people come and their situation is so dire that they just
want somebody to talk to. Yes, they have come for help, but they appreciate that
they have their MP, that they could talk for half an hour, 45 minutes. And while
sometimes my staff might be motioning to me, we have people outside. | am
making the time. Right? So, let us go for 20.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: Of the 18 names that | have on this list, Mr. Speaker, 16 are
women, two men. Of that 16, Mr. Speaker, 14 are single mothers, and of those 14
single mothers, 11 are former CEPEP and URP workers, Mr. Speaker. And | will
guote. The form has four categories: name, address, issue for which they came to
see the MP, and their contact number:
Employment, employment, employment, employment, temporary food card,
food card, food hamper, home improvement grant, food hamper, home rental
assistance, employment, house grant, HDC, pension, HDC, employment,
employment, social welfare, employment, food card, employment,
employment, food support, employment, food support.
So, when the Member for La Brea can say that this Motion is baseless. That is a
disrespect to everybody on this list.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: And this list, Mr. Speaker, mirrors what | see every week, every
single week for the last seven months since these programmes were shut down.

Mr. Speaker, in the budget, again, there was a particular measure that was
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mentioned, and | need to make mention of that. Let me read it.

“Period poverty intervention

Period Poverty continues to undermine the health and educational
opportunities of many women and girls in Trinidad and Tobago. Women
and girls impacted by period poverty struggle to afford menstrual hygiene
products. To this end, | propose the following strategic interventions to
address this socio-economic issue:

e The Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of the People, Social
Development and Family Services will collaborate to establish a
Women’s Health Fund.

e The Government will provide an initial seed capital of $5 million. We
will also partner with other stakeholders to ensure the sustainability of
this initiative. This fund will be used to:

- Launch a pilot programme to provide distribution of free menstrual
Kits in educational institutions; and
- Provide education and sensitisation on menstrual health for various
groups—including men and boys—to foster inclusivity and
dismantle stigma.
A tax incentive will be provided to encourage individuals and corporations
to contribute to this Fund.
The initiative will commence in January 2026.
When UNC wins, women and girls win!”
What is the status of that programme? How does one apply?
Mr. Speaker, | had a former CEPEP worker come to see me last week. Not last

week, over the last couple of months. And she told me of one of her former
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colleagues, 19 years old, who also wanted to come and see me, but she was
embarrassed to do so, because she is a young mother of three. Her eldest is five
years old, so we know what that situation is. She lost her job as a CEPEP worker,
and like so many thousands of others, has found it difficult to find employment
since. And she sought to make representation for her colleague. She told me
something, Mr. Speaker, that broke me. This young lady, 19 years old, who, prior
to April 28", albeit the money was not great, but at least she was able to provide
certain things for herself and her children, now found herself in a situation where
she had to resort to using strips of cloth as sanitary napkins, Mr. Speaker. She did
not have that problem prior to April 28",
And that is what persons are facing outside there, Mr. Speaker. And | will tell you,
it took a lot out of me, Mr. Speaker, to not shed tears for that. And in a sense, | am
happy that the young lady did not come to see me, but | was able to talk to some
persons. | run a podcast, | made mention of it, and persons would have called me,
indicating that they want to assist this young lady and her family, Mr. Speaker.
But that is the reality outside there. Brought about, why? Because of the things
that Members opposite say, baseless.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
VISITOR
SJAMIRA ROSEBURG
(Member of Parliament Sint. Maarten)
Mr. Speaker: Not wishing to break your stride, but can you just permit me half a
minute to announce that we have a visiting parliamentarian from Sint. Maarten.
She is here to view the sitting, Ms. Sjamira Roseburg. She is to my right. | ask

you all to just acknowledge her presence.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: Mr. Speaker, | also took the liberty of walking with one of the
resumes that | received yesterday from one of the single mothers who came to see
me. | am not going to quote her name, but just some details. Date of Birth: 7™ of
October, 1985; Sex: Female. Permit me to quote her work experience: 2005,
labourer, URP programme; 2005, shelf replenisher, | would not say the institution;
2009, construction trainee, MuST programme; 2010 to 2011, construction trainee,
MuST programme; 2012, meat attendant, grocery; 2012, merchandiser, Associated
Brands; 2013 to 2015, Security Officer—security firm mentioned; 2015 to 2025,
monthly paid, NIS clerk, Unemployment Relief Programme.

Now, when | saw that, | took a look at her, looked at the document, looked
at her again, | said, but this is supposed to be a ghost. | wonder if she was one of
the 8,000 ghosts, Mr. Speaker. Because she did not fit the profile of what | have
always been told a ghost is supposed to look like. She had skin and bones, she had
flesh. She was wearing normal clothes, not a white bedsheet with holes cut out
where the eyes are supposed to be. So I was able to determine that she was not a
ghost. So where did | have to put her, Mr. Speaker? Under the category of
collateral damage.

She stayed with me for about 40 minutes and would have related to me the
situation that she is currently facing. Again, single mother of three girls of school
age. The rent is due. She does not know what she is going to tell the landlord.
She has nothing in her cupboard, no food. We were able to provide her with a

hamper, Mr. Speaker, as well as a food card.
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And | want to thank the Member for Chaguanas East for the 250 food cards
that we would have received.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: We are not ungrateful; 50 more than what would normally have
been given. And | suppose that was in recognition of the fact that you all would
have brought more hardship on these persons than—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: There was need to provide that additional support. But | could
tell you, Mr. Speaker, when word got out, even before we had received the food
cards and mention was made, probably in the public space that food cards had been
given out. We were inundated with calls, Mr. Speaker, whether it be to my
personal phone, whether it be to the office. Persons coming in, they heard that
MPs have gotten food cards and they wanted to make sure that their names are
there. And they came in droves, Mr. Speaker. They came in droves. They are still
coming. Yeah, the ghosts. They are still coming, Mr. Speaker, unfortunately.
Mr. Speaker, so reading again:
“...sound public administration requires transparent decision-making,
fairness in employment practices, and appropriate measures to cushion
socio-economic shocks on vulnerable groups.”
Mr. Speaker, this resume that | just read from, this young lady would have
indicated to me that she would have sent out several, she would have applied for
several positions under the Government’s EmployTT initiative a couple of months
ago. She is still awaiting a reply. She has no idea what her situation is, whether
she is going to get a job or not. And just like many others who applied, the

110,000 or so who applied, still waiting.
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But | heard the Member for, | think, Couva South mention that they have hired
some 1,800 persons so far under the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure. And
that 1,800 figure has been in the public space for quite some time, not moving at
all, not growing. And so, when one goes on social media, oftentimes you will see
comments of persons asking, anybody know anybody who got a job under this
programme? Anybody got a call back yet? People continue to wait. But there is
no mention from the Government as to what is happening, no status update,
nothing. “But we care. Half of me belongs to you. The other half | give to you.
There have been Prime Ministers before me, Prime Ministers after me. But there
will be none who loves you as much as | love you.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: And how, how do we show that love? How do we show that
love?

Hon. Member: Send them home.

Mr. D. Romain: Yes. Take a termination notice with an application form for
social welfare on the side, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: Mr. Speaker, when the CEPEP and URP programmes were shut
down, members of the public were told that they would be able to find support
through the Ministry of the People, Social Development and Family Services.
Right? In fact, the Member for Diego Martin Central would have put questions
here on at least two occasions for the Member for St. Augustine. And we were
told we could direct the persons to the Ministry of the People, Social Development
and Family Services, as we have been doing in my office, Mr. Speaker. And many

of them have come back and reported to us that having gone to the Ministry, it is
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like pulling teeth to get help. Aside from the bureaucracy, aside from all of the
requirements, aside from being told that they do not qualify because of the
household income, some of these persons, Mr. Speaker, are young people who are
still living at home with their parents, but their parents’ money is not their money.
These persons are working CEPEP, again, they were paying their bills, but you
took away their jobs and now you expect them to rely on mummy and daddy after
they experienced that level of independence for so long. And because, again, so
you look at mummy and daddy’s income and you tell this person whose job you
took away, well, you do not qualify. The 19-year-old that | mentioned, she had to
move back home, Mr. Speaker, when it became too much. And she does not
qualify because she moved back home. What is she to do?

One of the names on this list that | have here, that | read just now, the
daughter came to see because the mother is currently in hospital, having had her
right big toe amputated. She showed me a picture, Mr. Speaker. It was difficult to
look at. $1,300 a month is what this lady has been living off of. And she has been
trying to get a food card to supplement that $1,300, Mr. Speaker. No end of
struggle, so to do. She was supposed to have gone back to social welfare last
Wednesday, but because of this issue with her foot and having had to go to the
hospital to have her toe amputated, 54 years old, she was not able, so to do, Mr.
Speaker. And her daughter, who she stays with, struggling to pay rent in a one
bedroom. But she came to me before and | saw the condition of the house they
live in, a particular area. The mother’s house is in really terrible condition, Mr.
Speaker. | mean, dilapidated is an understatement.

When I sent my field officer to take a look and he told me about rats the size

of manicous, running all over the place. They suspect that that might have
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contributed to the lady’s ailment. And we were able to write to Habitat for
Humanity. They came, they looked, they said they would be willing to build a
foundation and a toilet, but that is about as much as they could do. And so we are
trying to see if it is we can get the house repair grant, to see if that could assist, Mr.
Speaker. But, you know, as with so many others that we have applied for with
little to no success, | do not really hold out much hope for that. But we will try to
see how best we can assist these persons. But yet still Members opposite say that
this Motion is baseless, without merit, no ghost, Mr. Speaker.
“...increased unemployment and reduced community engagement correlate
with heightened risks to public safety and social stability, and may adversely
affect local commerce, micro-enterprise sustainability, and prospects for
inclusive growth;”
And this they say it is baseless.
But Mr. Speaker, it is interesting that when Members opposite were on this side,
they were experts at the nexus between poverty and crime. They used to say PNM
constituencies have the most amount of crime and the worst infrastructure and the
most amount of unemployment. All of this contributed to the crime situation in
these constituencies. But today, they dismiss that. We are spending money on
everything else. We are seeing Ministers travelling to the UAE and China and all
of these other places.
Hon. Members: “Why yuh doh mine yuh business?”
Mr. D. Romain: | would say to the Member, that is my business. | am a citizen
of Trinidad and Tobago.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: And last | checked, I pay taxes. All right?
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Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Ms. John: [Inaudible]—for 10 years and brought back nothing.

Mr. D. Romain: Yes, and hence the reason | have a folder on my desk in my
office, Malabar/Mausica, correspondence from all of the letters that | have sent to
the Member for Couva North, requesting, Mr. Speaker, by the Member at least,
extend me the courtesy of a tour, just like | have seen so many UNC MPs benefit
from, to look at the infrastructure.

Ms. John: [Inaudible]—10 years.

Mr. D. Romain: Okay. Mr. Speaker, let me address that. Because they are
talking about the last 10 years and so on, no problem. Mr. Speaker, the population
deliberated on that, on the 28" of April, 2025. And they gave them the mandate;
the overwhelming mandate that we keep hearing about. Yes. The population
voted on that and they voted. Well, they did not vote us. Well, they voted us out
and by default, you all were voted in.

Mr. Speaker: You have—[Inaudible] or you want your 15 minutes?

Mr. D. Romain: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: This overwhelming mandate that you all keep talking about.
Okay, it is true. Yeah. But you all have managed to squander that in nine months
and less. You all have managed to squander that mandate. Squander that mandate.
Dr. Gosein: 48(1). Standing Order 48(1). Standing Order 48(1)

Mr. D. Romain: Like the village piper after winning a one dollar—

Dr. Gosein: Standing Order 48(1).

Mr. Speaker: Given the exchanges on both sides, | am going to just permit it.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: You all have managed to squander that mandate in less than nine
months. In fact, when | was coming into the Parliament today, coming out of my
car and | am walking into the Parliament, imagine my surprise. | used to be a radio
talk show host at one time, Mr. Speaker, not so long ago. And there were two
individuals, two UNC supporters, two activists who “used to call meh all the time
and jam meh on the radio,” Mr. Speaker. They deserve a medal for their defence
of the UNC. So imagine my surprise, what | reached here today, and these two
gentlemen across the road, run across to meet me, to tell me, “hey, we need all yuh,
yuh see what dis Government doing to the people”? “Is too much.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: And that is perhaps one of the most echoed sentiments across
social media today. And they know. They talk about the Member for Arima
encouraging persons to come back home, well, “Warrior Princess” came back
home. After she helped Toco/Sange Grande to get into office, she has come back
home. And she will be bringing others with her very soon too. So many others
whose names | will not call, Mr. Speaker.

But you all gave a $1 reduction in the price of super. $200 you will save every
month, but you take it back in fines.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: You removed VAT of 7 per cent, VAT off 7,000 food items, but
yet still the price of food continues to go up, no relief. Has the cost of living gone
down? You all told the population, that is all it took, remove VAT off 7,000 food
items and everything will be okay. People are bawling more.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
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Mr. D. Romain: No. Yes. Correct. But that is UNC governance for you, Mr.
Speaker. And when we—anyway, let me not go there, Mr. Speaker.

“And whereas sound public administration requires transparent decision-

making...to cushion the socio-economic shocks...”

Mr. Speaker, it is no palace, and if Members opposite want to pretend, that is
up to you all, but the wider population knows better. Because the people are
saying, “things was hard under Rowley, but oh, gosh boy, de place hard”. “You
cyah get jobs. Pressure is getting worse.”

Mr. Manning: Imagine La Brea talking about OJT.

Mr. D. Romain: Yes. You know, what are we to do? What are we to do, Mr.
Speaker?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: It hurts me when people come to me every week, Mr. Speaker,
looking for help for employment. And all I could do is tell them I will do my best.
And | tell my staff, send the resume down to labour. “Leh we see what we could
do.”

Fortunately, my constituency of Malabar/Mausica has a number of corporate
constituents and we have been able to establish relationships with some of them.
And we have been able to find employment for some of these people, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: We are not ones to simply rely on the Government, because |
could tell you, Mr. Speaker, and I will give kudos to the Member for, is it Caroni
Central? He is one of the few who, when | send my letters, he responds.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: Yes, he responds. And the response does not come from a
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secretariat. It is signed by him personally. So I will commend him for that, Mr.
Speaker. Yes, yes, yes.

| sent some correspondence for the Member for Barataria/San Juan, well | am still
waiting for a response from him. | will try again. You know, if at first you do not
succeed, try, try again. So | will try again. Maybe this time he will listen. But it is
all about providing assistance.

Mr. Speaker, recently | was able to attend a village council meeting in my
constituency. | was invited last minute, but as MP, you have to make yourself
available to hear the cries of the people. Not like opposite, when they hear the
cries of the people and then there is more pressure. But interestingly, this
particular village council meeting was held opposite where, | do not know if the
Member still lives there, the Member for St. Augustine. And the street was in a
mess, potholes, potholes.

Hon. Member: [Crosstalk]

Mr. D. Romain: Yes, | am the MP, but | do not have—I am not in government. |
do not have the resources to fix it.

5.50 p.m.

But these are minor roads, | think that falls under—as we were told by the Member
for Couva North recently, those minor roads fall under the Ministry of Rural
Development and Local Government. So just imagine, the Minister of Rural
Development and Local Government lives there and the roads are in a mess. Is it
under PURE? | am just saying.

Hon. Member: Nothing is under PURE.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. D. Romain: But anyway, Mr. Speaker, coming out of that initiative, having
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met with these villagers—and it was very productive, | must say, and they have
come to the conclusion that it makes no sense to wait on the Government for
assistance. If it comes, great. And you know what is interesting about that? In that
particular area, | lost. UNC won there, handsomely. And now the persons there—
now the residence there have seen they were betrayed. Right? Promises were
made, promises yet to be kept, promises undelivered.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: All they are asking for is opportunities to be able to feed their
families. All they are saying is that, “Look, before April 28", we had jobs. Now,
we do not,” and they did not lose their jobs because of the PNM. So when they try
to ascribe all manner of corruption and so on, to the CEPEP programme, and
“Faris did this” and “Faris did that” and so on, whatever was done, was to ensure
that what is taking place now did not happen, that these people who are without
jobs for so many months, that they will not be in the situation that they are.

So when it is that we want to talk Zones of Special Operations, my
constituency, Mr. Speaker, | grew up there, and | still live there, | did not move
out, but I make the point that for all my life growing up there Malabar/Mausica
was always known to be a peaceful constituency until 2010—2014, when
“Hurricane Anil” passed through.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member, you know the rules on that right? So let me not have to
admonish you about it. Withdraw and apologize.

Mr. D. Romain: | withdraw.

Mr. Speaker: So, why you thought you would have gotten away with it? Why

did you do it if you knew it was wrong? All right. Let us move on just withdraw

UNREVISED



Well-Being of Citizens (Government’s e 2026.01.23
Responsibility to Safeguard)

Mr. Romain (cont’d)

and apologize.

Mr. D. Romain: Mr. Speaker, | withdraw and apologize.

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. D. Romain: Yes. Correct. So that period 2010—2015, in particular Carapo,
was particularly affected. There were a number of murders there in that 2010—
2015 period, and it has not recovered, I can tell you. There is still a lot of criminal
activity taking place in certain pockets in that particular community that we are
trying to deal with, and | realize that all it takes is to work with the persons who
live there. These are real people with real issues, and they do not see PNM, they
do not see UNC, because when they have to go to the grocery, “dey cyah say, | am
PNM or I am UNC, it does not help dem.”

Many of these people who come to see me, Mr. Speaker, again, it speaks here
about school absenteeism. These single mothers tell me, some of them, their
husbands are incarcerated. And one of them, yesterday, was telling me that just to
be able to get support or help from the Social Welfare Division, she had was to get
some document from the court with respect to the husband’s incarceration and so
on, and she has been trying to get that, and to no avail. But all of this bureaucracy,
all of this red tape, to my mind, Mr. Speaker, is totally unnecessary. And when
people are struggling, they do not have food to eat, people are coming to see me
with their last few dollars in their pockets to pay passage and they are hoping that
the MP will be able to give them some money to at least be able to get back home,
but when they come to me, Mr. Speaker, with what | have, | ensure that none of
them will leave empty-handed.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. D. Romain: It may not be much, Mr. Speaker, because | understand their
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plight. I grew up in a single-parent home, my father died when | was less than two
years old and my mother would have raised five of us on her own, so | know the
struggles that come with being a single parent. But she had pride and she held her
head high, and she did well in raising her five children, and we all made her proud,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: It is unfortunate that she passed before she was able to see me
realize what was her greatest dream. It was to have her son sit in Parliament.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: But | made sure, | did more than that, Mr. Speaker. So when
people come to see me, and | understand their plight—I do not pretend, |
understand their plight from an intimate perspective, and | would do what | can to
assist them. And we will continue to bring Motions like these to highlight the
plight that the citizens are going through, that they were betrayed.

Mr. de Nobriga: Yes, betrayed.

Mr. D. Romain: When UNC wins, everybody wins, but that is not so. It has now
changed to when UNC wins, struggle begins.

Hon. Member: Yes.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: When UNC wins, high fines begins.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: When UNC wins, difficulty to get US $200 in the bank begins.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: Mr. Speaker, | could go on and on about all the things about

when UNC wins. Yellow is no longer the code. But again, | want the commend
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my colleague for this most timely Motion. It could not come at a better time and |
hope that | would have represented well all of those persons on the list that | have
just mentioned there, the many lists that | have in my office from the last eight to
nine months since | became an MP, and | give them a commitment that so long as |
remain in this House, they can be assured that they will have the level of
representation that they deserve, whether | am on this side or on that side.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. D. Romain: And if things continue the way they are, it is only a matter of
time before we on this side, will be on that side, and with those few words, Mr.
Speaker, I rest.

Mr. Speaker: Chaguanas East.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

The Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services (Hon.
Vandana Mohit): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In the four minutes that |
have for today, | rise to contribute to this Motion with a deep sense of
responsibility and firmness.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Let me say, Mr. Speaker, that | am proud of the Government of
which | am a part of.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: And most importantly, Mr. Speaker, | am proud of all of my
colleagues, because they work very hard in the interest of the citizens of Trinidad
and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, the last speaker, | do not have much to respond to.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and laughter]

Hon. V. Mohit: As usual, when he speaks, Mr. Speaker—well, the man reach
1995, yes, to get something the talk about.

Ms. Ameen: “Fuss he eh ha nothing to talk about.”

Hon. V. Mohit: And you know he went on to attack my colleague for Couva
South, that if he was—

Mr. Romain: Attacked?

Hon. V. Mohit: Yes, you attacked my colleague, and | will tell him he attacked
my colleague, but when you touch one on this side, you touch all of us, Mr.
Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: You referred to my colleague as moving from Princes Town to
Couva South, but my colleague is a Member of the UNC, so he can be moved
anywhere in Trinidad and Tobago under the UNC banner—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit:—unlike you, my friend—unlike you, my friend, who has been a
jumping frog.

Hon. Members: Yes.

Hon. V. Mohit: From ILP, you landed in the PNM. Where next?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Ms. Ameen: “He jumping from party to party.”

Mr. de Nobriga: Mr. Speaker, 48(4).

Hon. V. Mohit: Where next?

Mr. de Nobriga: 48(4)

Hon. V. Mohit: You sit down. Sit down.
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Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. de Nobriga: Mr. Speaker—

Hon. Member: Go and get some passes, boy. Come, de Nobriga, get some passes.
Mr. Speaker: Members, again, let the Member complete.

Hon. Member: “Go and repeat yuh CXC. Go and repeat yuh CXC.”

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, my colleague on the other side went on to speak
about—he had nothing to tell us, except about his constituency day.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, 48(1). | do not think this is
relevant at all to the Motion. | am seeing nothing—

Hon. V. Mohit: “You sit down and mind yuh business.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: There is nothing relevant to the Motion here, man. Mr.
Speaker, point of order, | ask for your intervention.

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: We “doh” see anything here, Mr. Speaker—

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Hon. V. Mohit: You had a whole irrelevant—

Mr. Speaker: We cannot all speak at the—sit down, both of you.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, continue. Overruled.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Member: Overruled.

Hon. V. Mohit: Mr. Speaker, they can try to “run down de time” how much as

they want. Failure is on that former Minister over there; failure.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Mr. Speaker, again, 48(1). What time?

Hon. V. Mohit: Failure.

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: 48(1), | do not see relevance of this at all. Mr. Speaker, | call
for your—{[Inaudible]

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.

ADJOURNMENT
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Splendid contribution, Member for

Chaguanas East. Mr. Speaker, | beg the move that the House do now adjourn to a
date to be fixed.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned accordingly.

House adjourned at 6.01 p.m.
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