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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, November 28, 2025
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
. VISITORS
St. Theresa Girls’ Roman Catholic Primary School

Mr. Speaker: Members, | am to announce that we have students from the St.

Theresa Girls’ Roman Catholic Primary School. 1 ask you all to give them a

rousing welcome.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: And to repeat that, welcome as a mark of gratitude for the rousing

and excellent performance they gave us at lunch time. Thank you very much.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

PAPERS LAID

1. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Financial Statements of the Children’s Life Fund Authority for the year
ended September 30, 2014. [The Minister of Finance and Minister in the
Ministry of Planning, Economic Affairs and Development (The Hon.
Davendranath Tancoo)]

2. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Financial Statements of the Children’s Life Fund Authority for the year
ended September 30, 2015. [Hon. D. Tancoo]

3. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the Financial Statements of the Children’s Life Fund Authority for the year
ended September 30, 2016. [Hon. D. Tancoo]
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Papers 1 to 3 to be referred to the Public Accounts Committee
4. Annual Administrative Report of ExporTT Limited for the fiscal year
2021/2022. [The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of
the Prime Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath)]
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Mr. Speaker: Leader of the House.
The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Pursuant to your
ruling on the last occasion, the Government will take steps to have the questions
answered in writing, and we ask that this be done over the next week.
Mr. Speaker: Arouca/Lopinot
Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The questions are on the
Order Paper for oral response today. So, | do not get it. | do not understand the
Standing Order upon which my friend is moving for those questions to be
answered in writing. The questions, as | have said, Mr. Speaker, are on the Order
Paper for response today, and the Opposition expects the Ministers to account to
the Parliament and the people of Trinidad and Tobago in accordance with the
Order Paper. | thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Portof Spain North/St. Ann’s West.
Mr. Young SC: Thank you very much. If I may add to what was just said by my
colleague, when one looks at the Standing Order 29(10), it expressly says—and we
know, Mr. Speaker, the desire for express provisions—that questions for:
“...oral answer which remain outstanding at the expiration of forty (40)
minutes shall be answered in writing by the Minister to whom the question

was addressed, who shall immediately pass copies of his answer to the
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Clerk...”—which did not happen—...for circulation to Members at that

Sitting—which we also note did not happen.

And it has appeared on the Order Paper today, already, saying that these would be
permitted here today. So is it that, once again, we have the Government attempting
not to answer questions, trying to hide behind written answers that the population
would not see?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Alright. Now, I, myself, have looked at the Standing Orders
because | only saw the Order Paper when | came in, when it was provided to me, |
think it might have been around 11.000’clock. I looked at the Standing Order.
The problem | have with that, and | have heard you, because Standing Order
29(10) seems to be quite explicit that the answer must be provided immediately in
writing. The problem with that is that it does provide for a rollover to the next
session. That is the problem with that.

If you look at the way the Standing Orders are constructed, there is no
provision which provides for an automatic rollover to the next session, right? So, |
have looked at it.

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hang on. The way it is, is that at the end of the 40 minutes—and |
think that the 40 minutes is provided for in the Standing Order to serve a legitimate
public purpose. There must be a balance of time. If you look at the way the
entirety of the Standing Order is constructed, no Member is allowed more than
three questions on any one day, then there is the 40-minute limit, then there is the
provision for the application to be made for it to be rolled over.

Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: No, no, no, no, hold on. Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West, just
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bear with me. The reason for that is that if the Opposition wishes to preserve its
right to roll over the question, you have to be mindful of the expiration of time, and
that is why the Standing Order is constructed that way, that it allows you to roll
over the question if you make the application on a timely basis.

So, the balance to be struck—because this is about accountability, okay?
Whether it is in writing or orally, you really do not lose anything. So, | have looked
at it. The onus is on the person asking the question before the expiration of time to
make the application. You would recall that the Chief Whip, at the expiration of
time, got up and made the application after time had expired, and asked that it be
rolled over to the next session. And my response was simply, “Okay, all of that
would be well and fine if you did not skip out the words in the middle of the
Standing Order before the expiration of time.”

| think as responsible Members, we have to find a just, expeditious,
balanced, and proportionate approach to this that meets with the overriding
objective of these Standing Orders to provide accountability, okay? It seems to me
that the expectation, if the answer was not provided, was that you would get it in
writing.

Mr. Young SC: Immediately.

Mr. Speaker: Immediately, right. Let us not stress on the word “immediately”.
Hon. Members: Why, why?

Mr. Speaker: Because it is consequenceless. The Standing Order does not say—
Hon. Member: What?

Mr. Speaker: The Standing Order does not carry a consequence for failing to
provide it. Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West, you are very familiar with the
principle where a statutory duty is bestowed on a public official, but the statute

fails to provide a penalty for breaching the statutory duty.
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Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hold on, hold on. Hear me out on this. The task of the tribunal, or
the body reviewing the breach of the duty, is to determine, primarily, what is a
proportionate response that meets with the overriding objective to achieve the
purpose of the statute. So, plainly, what happened was that the relevant Ministers
did not provide the answers in writing.

Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: So what happens—yes, | heard you, but the problem with that is
that there is a consequence provided for in the statute for your breach. And that is
the problem. So it does not roll ever.

Mr. Young SC: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, and that is why | am trying to find a just, proportionate,
equitable, and expeditious solution to this.

Mr. Young SC: But, we want an answer today.

Mr. Speaker: Well, the Leader of Government Business has said that the
Ministers will undertake to provide the answers in writing.

Hon. Members: No, no—[Inaudible].

Mr. Gonzales: It is onthe Order Paper.

Mr. Speaker: Well, if you could tell me where the Standing—can you identify to
me where in these Standing Orders—You see, | do not want to get procedurally
belligerent on this, you know. | am hoping to achieve an expeditious, just,
equitable, and proportionate solution to this that meets with the overriding
objective. That is what | am trying to do. So, what | propose to do is convert the
questions into writing.

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hold on. You still will get your opportunity within 14 days to ask
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the question.

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: The practice may be what? The practice must be based on some
part of these Standing Orders.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Right? Your preference may be for that.

Mr. Imbert: Preference?

Mr. Speaker: Right? But if something is to morph into a practice, there must be
some basis for it in the Standing Orders. If someone could point me to where in
the Standing Orders it says it rolls over into the next session, | will be very
grateful. Port of North/St. Ann’s West.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Young SC: You go ahead.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Gonzales: There is an Order Paper that was published in accordance with the
Standing Orders of this Parliament that stipulates the matters to be addressed in
this Parliament today. First, and foremost, Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of
respect, on the last occasion, the Government did not provide the written response.
You have said, Mr. Speaker, a short while ago, that we will still get a response
from the Government, albeit in writing. But, Mr. Speaker, this is the business of
the House, and this is the people’s business who are looking on.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Gonzales: And the people are viewing what is taking place, Mr. Speaker.
And the Government has to account to the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. Gonzales: The Ministers must be prepared to come and accountto the people

of Trinidad and Tobago in accordance with the Standing Orders, Mr. Speaker.

And, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: | am very happy—have a seat, have a seat.

Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]—

Mr. Speaker: Have a seat—

Mr. Gonzales: With the greatest of—

Mr. Speaker: Have a seat—

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: |am standing. Have a seat.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: | am happy you said in accordance with the Standing Order. Point

me to the Standing Order which allows the questions to roll over. Point me to it.

Point me to the Standing Order. | do not want any inflammatory speech. Point me

to the Standing Order. |am going to have a seat

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Hang on. | am going to resume my seat, and | wish you to point

me directly to a Standing Order which expressly provides for a rollover question.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, we have an Order Paper, and the business of this

House—

Mr. Speaker: Standing Order. Have a seat. | am on my legs. | am asking for a

Standing Order. | told you, I do not wish to enter into a procedurally belligerent

discussion here. | am trying to find a solution that satisfies the delicate balance

between adherence to the Standing Orders and parliamentary accountability, okay?
What | proposed to do is to convert the questions for answers into writing,

which you will still have your opportunity to ask your questions on within the 14-



Answers to Questions (cont’d) 2025.11.28

day period. How is that so unjust? That satisfies in a proportionate, just,
expeditious, and balanced manner.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Padarath: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Hang on a minute, Leader of Government Business. The
requirements—you see, the problem with that is the approach. With the expiration
of time, there is a process which you did not adhere to. But there is a consequence
for that process here. There is a consequence for that process. A minute before,
just simply ask for it to roll over. But there is no Standing Order which provides
for an automatic rollover.

The Standing Orders also provide that the conversion into written answers
must be done at a different time. | am trying to find a solution to this, right? So,
unless you could point me to a Standing Order—the Order Paper is not my
creation. | have no input into the Order Paper, okay? Let me make that
abundantly clear.

So, the Order Paper is not a Standing Order. The Order Paper, merely, is a
signal of what ought to be done, but it does not mean to say that anything that finds
itself on this Order Paper, if perhaps in an unlawful manner—well, “unlawful”
might be too much of strong a word, right—but if something finds itself on this
Order Paper that ought not to be here—nobody is bound by the Order Paper. The
procedural provisions which govern the conduct of business in this House is to be
found here.
1.45p.m.

Mr. Speaker: So, unless you can point me to a standing order which allows for an
automatic rollover, 1 am trying to find a solution to this. Port of Spain North/St.
Ann’s West.
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Mr. Young SC: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, on a point of
clarification, because we are looking at an interpretation of Standing Order 29(10),
it comes really in three parts. So it says first of all, you have 40 minutes to answer
the questions on the Order Paper, which we all understand because this is for oral
answers to be done. The second part, which is the part that carries sanctions, is
that if the questions are unanswered they must, the Member—the Minister, not the
Member:

“...the Mmister to whom the question was addressed...shall immediately

pass copies of his answer to the Clerk for circulation to Members at that

sitting, and for inclusion in the Minutes of Proceedings.”

If we pause there, Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Speaker, is very familiar in
interpretation in the application of public law and, more importantly, in this
interpretation here. Because it is not incumbent on us to move to the next part,
which is for a Member whose question has not been answered, to then ask the
Clerk, without interrupting, Mr. Speaker, and notify the Clerk, “Look, I would like
to roll it over for an answer on the next occasion”. The question then becomes:
what is the sanction for failure to provide the answer immediately. So, Mr.
Speaker, that is the question.

And then when you go to Standing Order 2 as Mr. Speaker, is very aware of
Standing Order 2(4), you, in these circumstances, have the right to regulate it. So,
iIs it that we should now call upon those Ministers to be sanctioned as opposed to,
as Mr. Speaker has quite rightly pointed out, this is all about transparency, the
provision of accountability, et cetera. The Ministers would have come prepared
two days ago to answer the questions. They are now saying they have the answers
in writing. Mr. Speaker, | would respectfully suggest that in the exercise of your

powers to avoid all of this today, just allow the provision of the answers today in
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writing. Everyone now has it pellucidly clear what must happen on the next
occasion for us to indicate to the Clerk that we want to roll over our questions to
the next occasion.
Mr. Speaker: | saw the Leader of Government Business is trying to get my
attention. Leader.
Mr. Padarath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We were guided by the deliberations
that occurred on the last Sitting of the House of Representatives. The impression
that the Opposition is trying to give is that we are trying to avoid answering the
questions. Thatis the furthest thing from the truth.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Padarath: We are prepared to circulate the answers in writing. We have
asked for it to be done at the next Sitting of the House. What is so difficult about
that? This has nothing to do with avoiding—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

[Mr. Imbert stands]
Mr. Speaker: No, no, no, no, we cannot have two people on their legs.
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: We cannot have two—alright. Leader of Government Business, |
hear you on that.
Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, | asked to be recognized. You did not—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Ms. Ameen: This is not a debate.
Mr. Speaker: Alright. No, | am going to give you a chance to speak.
Mr. Imbert: Thank you so much. | will answer the question that you asked about
seven times. Where in the Standing Orders is this matter dealt with? When one

looks at Standing Order 29(10), there is no requirement for the Member to ask the
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Speaker for rolling over of the questions. The Member is required to ask the Clerk,
and | am informed by the opposite Chief Whip that he did speak to the Clerk
before the expiry—hold on, that is point one. So that is there in 29(10). That is the
answer to your question. The Member does not have to speak to you, Mr. Speaker.
He speaks to the Clerk, and he said he did—hold on, and there are more Standing
Orders.

Mr. Speaker: Yes, hold on. So why was | not told about this? Why was | told
something expressly different? That no application was made to the Clerk. Why
was | told this differently? And why, when | asked the Member for
Arouca/Lopinot in open session in the House, that the time was expired—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: He did not draw to my attention—

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Just now.

Hon. Members: [Continuousdesk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Why? Hang on. Why? If the application was made to the Clerk
before the expiration of time, why when | raised the Standing Order 29(10) with
the Member for Arouca/Lopinot and pointed out to him that that would have been
relevant had he not skipped over that part of the Standing Order, why did he not
immediately protest and say, “Mr. Speaker, I raised it with the Clerk”. That is the
question | wish to be answered.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, | am prepared to answer the question. Because on
the last occasion, Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of respect, you asked that the
matter should be raised with you as the Speaker of the House. This is what you
ruled, Mr. Speaker. | did notify the Clerk that we intend for the questions to

rollover. When you got up, Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of respect, you ruled,
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Mr. Speaker, you can check the records, that the matter should be raised with you.
This is what you said.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Why then did you not say on the record?

Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Why then did you not say on the record? Why again did you not
say on the record?

Mr. Gonzales: Because you—Mr. Speaker, with the greatest of respect, because
you said—

Hon. Members: [Interruption]

Mr. Gonzales:—Mr. Speaker, that the matter should be raised with you.

Hon. Members: Sit down!

Mr. Speaker: Here is what—alright. We have wasted enough time on this.

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, you did not let me finish.

Mr. Speaker: Alright. We have wasted enough time on this.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Protest.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk and desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Ithink | have the gravamen of your point.

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, you have to look at Standing Order 2(2) and 2(3).

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, yes, alright.

Mr. Imbert: Standing Order 2(2) and 2(3)—

Mr. Speaker: Have a seat.

Mr. Imbert:—with the practice of the House.

Mr. Speaker: | have that, | have that. Have a seat. Alright, here is what I
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proposeto do.
Hon. Members: [Interruption]
Mr. Speaker: Here is what | propose to do. | propose to order the answers in
writing within seven days oftoday’s Sitting, that is what I propose to do.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: So, all the unanswered questions, the answers are to be provided
within seven days of today’s Sitting. That i1s my ruling.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, can I get some clarification?
Hon. Members: No, no.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, can I get some clarification?
Mr. Speaker: Onwhat?
Mr. Gonzales: On your instructions on your ruling, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, can you—and we stand to be guided. Mr. Speaker,
both of us cannot stand.

[Mr. Speaker sits]
Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: “Ohhh!”
Mr. Speaker: He previously recognized that.
Mr. Gonzales: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, you have just ruled that the
answers to the questions are to be circulated in seven days. Mr. Speaker, the
Opposition will be grateful if you can point us to the Standing Orders upon which
this ruling is given.
Mr. Speaker: The same Standing Order which both Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s
West and Diego Martin North/East exhorted me to use, the residual power, | am

trying to find a just—and, you know, it is tiresome to the point of wearisome to
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have to repeat these words. We are trying to find a solution to the overriding
objective. | could be as belligerent as everyone else in this House, both sides, you
know, and simply say that | am not doing it. And you know what the consequence
of that is? Because you are not left remedy-less. These Standing Orders provide,
you can simply refile the questions on notice. It simply provides that.

Hon. Member: Lazy.

Mr. Speaker: Alright, okay, that is enough. Whoever is shouting that, that is
enough, right? So, if you want to have a procedurally advantageous position, you
can simply refile the questions. And when you refile, you get your four
supplemental as well. So, it is not nothing that you lose anything by. It is as
simple as that. Okay? So | propose that the answers be delivered and circulated

within seven days. That achieves the overriding objective.
Mr. Young SC: Mr. Speaker, if | may.

Mr. Speaker: Portof Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Mr. Young SC: Mr. Speaker, in accordance—

Ms. Ameen: The Speaker ruled.

Mr. Young SC:—in accordance—the Speaker has ruled and the Speaker has
pointed out, Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 29(14). In accordance with Standing
Order 29(14), 1 would like to withdraw questions 22, 23, 24, please.

Mr. Speaker: Leave is granted, so be it.

Mr. Young SC: Thank you.
Mr. Speaker: Thank you very much. Let us move on.

The following questions stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr. Stuart
Young SC (Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West)
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National Gas Company

(Details of Sponsorship)22.  With regard to the National Gas Company (NGC),

23.

24,

could the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Industries advise:
a)  why its sponsorship of three steelbands, Couva Joylanders, La Brea
Nightingales and Steel Xplosion was prematurely terminated; and
b)  whether NGC intends to terminate its sponsorship of the NGC Tassa
Group?
Woodside Energy
(Closure of Operations)
With regard to Woodside Energy, could the hon. Minister of Energy and
Energy Industries state whether:
a) the company has informed the Ministry of Energy and Energy

Industries that it is closing its operations in Trinidad and Tobago;

b) If the answer to a) is in the affirmative, provide the date of its closure;
and
C) when was the Ministry informed of same?

National Gas Company
(Details of SIS Arbitration)

Can the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Industries state whether:

a) the National Gas Company of Trinidad and Tobago (NGC) was successful
against Super Industries Services Limited (SIS) in the Arbitration in
relation to the Beetham Wastewater Plant construction, and if so, when
was the decision handed down; and

b) the answer to (a) above is in the affirmative, would you inform the House
what did the Arbitrator find was the amount of overpayment made to SIS
by NGC?
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Questions, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, so the other questions on the Order Paper, in
accordance with the same Standing Order 29(14), we wish to request withdrawal of
the questions—
Mr. Imbert: And we will refile all.
Mr. Gonzales: And we would, yes.

The following questions stood on the Order Paper in the name of Dr. Nyan
Gadsby-Dolly (St. Ann’s East):

Repair of San Juan North Secondary
(School Repair Project)
4.  With respect to the ongoing school repair project at San Juan North
Secondary School, can the hon. Minister of Education state:
a)  the scopeof the project;
b)  the completed works;
c)  the work yet to be completed; and
d)  expected date of completion of all works?
Book Grant Programme 2025
(Eligibility Criteria Used)
11. Could the hon. Minister of Education state the eligibility criteria used for the
Book Grant Programme in 2025?
Maracas Bay ECCE Centre
(Construction of)

19.  With regard to the Maracas Bay ECCE Centre, could the hon. Minister of
Education provide:

a)  the status of its construction;
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b) the expected timeline for completion and commissioning of the
facility; and
c)  the expected date of completion of the project?
Questions, by leave, withdrawn.
The following questions stood on the Order Paper:
Unemployment Relief Programme(Details of)

18.  With regard to the Unemployment Relief Programme, could the hon.

Minister of Rural Development and Local Government indicate what is the criteria

being used to:

a) terminate; and
b) hire or rehire monthly paid workers? [Mr. S. de Nobriga]
National Gas Company Support for Steelbands
(Measures implemented)

25. Given the National Gas Company’s withdrawal of support for Couva
Joylanders, La Brea Nightingales and Steel Explosion, will the hon. Minister
of Culture and Community Development confirm the transitional or
immediate support measures being implemented to ensure the survival of
these steelbands and their youth and community outreach programmes?
[Mr. H. Des Vignes]

Questions, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. Speaker: You see how easy it is done when you make practical use of the

Standing Orders? We would not have wasted 20 minutes.

Ms. Ameen: They like to waste time.

Mr. Padarath: They are obstructionists.

Mr. Speaker: Alright, Leader of Government Business.

Hon. Member: [Inaudible]
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Mr. Speaker: Alright, let us just move on. Chief Whip, can | make an enquiry?
Is it that the intention is to withdraw all the questions and refile them?
Mr. Gonzales: Yes.
Mr. Speaker: Yes? Thank you. So that is for the sake of the clarity of the public
record.
Mr. Gonzales: Yes, Mr. Speaker, that is the questions on the Order Paper.
Mr. Speaker: Yes, yes.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Arima.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
CARICOM
(Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago’s Commitment)
Ms. Penelope Beckles (Arima): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, | beg to move the following Motion standing in my name:
Whereas the conduct of the foreign relations of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago is vested in the Executive and must be exercised in accordance with
the Constitution, the United Nations Charter, and the principles of peaceful
settlement of disputes, respect for sovereignty, non-intervention, and prudent
diplomacy;
And whereas Trinidad and Tobago’s national interests—including citizen
safety, regional security, trade, aviation, fisheries, and energy cooperation—
are directly affected by relations with the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;
Hon. Members: [Interruption]
Ms. P. Beckles: Mr. Speaker, can I kindly ask?
Mr. Speaker: Yes, let us allow the Leader of the Opposition to proceed in some
relative silence.
Ms. P. Beckles:



Caricom (Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago%g 2025.11.28

Commitment

Ms. Beckles (cont’d)
And whereas recent developments have given rise to an impasse between
Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela, risking adverse consequences for our
economy, national security, and international standing;
And whereas public statements attributed to the Prime Minister regarding
these developments have been viewed as inflammatory, and injurious to the
reputation and interests of Trinidad and Tobago, generating public concern
and diplomatic unease;
And whereas CARICOM has long advanced a collective approach to
external relations, particularly security challenges, to ensure the region
remains a zone of peace, which may be interpreted to be at variance with the
Prime Minister’s statements;
And whereas Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy must be coherent,
measured, and aligned with the long-standing traditions of Caribbean
diplomacy and international law:
Be it resolved that this House condemn the inflammatory statements of the
Prime Minister which have isolated Trinidad and Tobago and harmed its
standing and interest.
And be it further resolved that this House call upon the Government to
reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago’s commitment to CARICOM and to the
upholding of international law.

Mr. Gonzales: | beg to move.

Ms. P. Beckles: | beg to move.

2.00 p.m.

Dr. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, the Member has completed her contribution.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Commitment)

Ms. Beckles (cont’d)

Mr. Young SC: You want to second it? The Member for Oropouche is seconding
the Motion.

Mr. Speaker: No, I think we might have been procedurally askew there. No, no.
Leader of the Opposition, | think the procedure provides for you to make your
contribution and then the seconding comes.

Ms. Beckles: | have to second the Motion.

Mr. Speaker: No, it comes after your contribution. Procedurally, the—

Ms. Beckles: Yes.

Mr. Padarath: Her contribution has concluded.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: All right. Let us not get overly technical.

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Let us not—

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Let us not adoptan overly technical, procedurally—

Mr. Padarath: No, no, no, not at all. Not at all.

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]

Mr. Padarath: For a seasoned Member to come here unprepared, Mr. Speaker—
[Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Okay. All right. I think it is—

Ms. Ameen: “Doh feel sorry fuh dem, Mr. Speaker.”

Mr. Padarath: No, we are not accepting that.

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk and desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: I think it is counterproductive.

Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]
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Mr. Speaker: All right. | am going to take a recess for 10 minutes to determine
whether | have a discretionary power in circumstances where—
Hon. Members: [Continuous crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Hang on a second. 1am going to satisfy myself—
Mr. Padarath: They would debate the Motion by themselves.
Mr. Speaker: | am going to determine whether or not, procedurally, | have a
discretion in the matter provided for—all right. So we are going to return at 2.15.
Thank you very much.

2.01p.m.: Sitting suspended.

2.15p.m.: Sitting resumed.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, when we took the break, | sought to ascertain
whether or not some sort of discretionary power exists here. | am afraid there is no
discretionary power. The use of the phrase, “I beg to move”, in accordance with
the Standing Order, signals the end of the Member’s presentation. So what we
move to now is a seconder of the Motion.
Mr. Imbert: Wrong.
Mr. Padarath: You did that before.
Mr. Imbert: Wrong.
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, | beg to second the Motion and I reserve the right to
speak.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the Motion being seconded, I shall now proposethe
question for debate.
Question proposed.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Oropouche East.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Hon. Dr. Roodal Moonilal):
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and colleagues for the warm welcome at this
early arrival.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, you will forgive me if during my contribution—
my personal assistant may have to produce records and documents during my
contribution since nothing prepared me for this. Mr. Speaker, it is remarkable that
a Member with decades of experience in the House would crumble and collapse on
a first Private Motion in the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, like you, | was eagerly awaiting the defence
of this Motion and | became more anxious when | took note that the aquarium was
placed in front of her to give us that eloquent presentation on these recitals before
us. But, Mr. Speaker, the rules are the rules, and we abide by the rules of the
House.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: To do otherwise would really leave us in a position where
we open the floodgate and then we can choose later to breach every single rule. So
we cannot do it that way. Had it been some of my colleagues from opposite, on
my right, piloting their first Private Motion, even, Mr. Speaker, the Member for
Oropouche East would have bent backward, would have acceded, knowing that
they themselves are freshmen and rookies in the Parliament. But, Mr. Speaker, it
is really an impeachable act when it happens in this manner.

Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 48(1).
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Mr. Speaker: Move on, Member for Oropouche East.
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I will move on because | do have some notes
before me. Mr. Speaker, the first question | ask is, how did a Motion like this rear
its ugly head? This Motion before us, as the Member did read, alone, is frivolous,
vexatious, full of contempt, Mr. Speaker, not only in the wording but in the timing.
So it is not only a contempt in the wording, it is in the timing as well. Six months,
seven months into a government and this Motion rears its ugly head.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, let me start—Ilet me begin at the beginning.
| wish, Mr. Speaker, as has been done before in this House, to address a procedural
matter immediately. And | beg to move that the Motion be amended by deletions,
additions, amendments, pursuant—in accordance with Standing Order 42(3). |
wish to amend Motion No. 1.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, |1 wish to amend this offensive Motion
pursuant to the Standing Order again, which we are operating with today and we
hold firm to that. And, Mr. Speaker, | have circulated my amendments to your
good self and to the Clerk of the House, pursuant to the Standing Order, as was
done before by the Member for Diego Martin North/East, among others.

Mr. Speaker, | will take you through the amendments that | wish to propose.
In the first recital, first paragraph, | wish, to insert the semicolon in the second line
after the word “Executive”. Therefore, the first recital will now read:

Whereas the conduct of foreign relations of the Republic of Trinidad and

Tobago is vested in the Executive;

And we:
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Delete “and must be exercised in accordance with the Constitution, the
United Nations Charter, and the principles of peaceful settlement of
disputes, respect for sovereignty, non-intervention, and prudent diplomacy;”
The first recital will now end with a full stop in the second line after the word
“Executive”.
Mr. Speaker, for the second recital, | propose in the second line to:
Insert after the word “are”, the word “not”.
And it will now read:
And whereas Trinidad and Tobago’s national interests—including citizen
safety, regional security, trade, aviation, fisheries, and energy cooperation—
are not directly affected by relations with the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela;
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, in keeping faith with this sacred Standing
Order 42(3), | propose at the third recital to amend the first and second lines as
follows:
In the first line, after the word “have”, delete “given rise to an impasse
between Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela”.
Delete in the second line, “risking”.
Therefore, the amended recital will now read:
And whereas recent developments have not resulted in adverse
consequences for our economy, national security, and international standing;
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, in the fourth recital, I propose the following

amendment;
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In the second line, to insert the word “not” after the word “have”.

Insert “not” after the word “have” in the second line and to delete the words

“viewed as inflammatory”.
In the third line of the fourth recital, | proposeto:

Delete the words “generating public concern and diplomatic unease”.
For clarity, the fourth recital will now read:
And whereas public statements attributed to the Prime Minister regarding
developments have not been injurious to the reputation and interests of Trinidad
and Tobago;
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, in the fifth recital, | proposeto delete it all.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: It is contemptuous, offensive. | proposeto delete it.
2.25p.m.

Mr. Speaker, in the sixth recital, the fifth having been deleted, | propose the
following, Mr. Speaker, to delete in the first line of the fifth recital the words
“must be” and insert before “coherent” the word “is” and after coherent “and”
And to delete the entire second line. Delete:

“and aligned with the long-standing traditions of Caribbean diplomacy and

international law”

Mr. Speaker, the short recital will then read:

And whereas Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy is coherent and

measured;

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal:—as you say, full stop but semi colon. So, Mr. Speaker, in
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the next recital, it will be the seventh recital, | propose, Mr. Speaker, to delete the
words in the first line, “condemn the inflammatory statements of”, and I want to
msert after the word “House”, “note that the actions of the Government”, and I also
want to delete the words in the second line, “Prime Minister which”, the second
line, “Prime Minister which”, and msert after “have” the word “not have circulated
these”. | have circulated these, so we are very clear on it. Mr. Speaker, the recital
will now read:
Be it resolved that this House—the resolution—
Be it resolved that this House note that the actions of the Government have
not isolated Trinidad and Tobago and harmed its standing and interests.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, in the final recital, the further resolved, |
propose in line two to strike out, to delete after the word “to”, “CARICOM and to
the upholding of international law.” Delete, “CARICOM and to the upholding of
international law”, and insert “fighting transnational crime and narco-trafficking
through cooperation with all our allies”. It will now read, Mr. Speaker, finally:
And be it further resolved that this House call upon the Government to
reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago’s commitment to fighting transnational crime
and narco-trafficking through cooperationwith all our allies.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, | propose these amendments humbly. | beg
to move these amendments.
Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, point of order, 42(1), 42(2), 42(3). In particular, in
42(3):

“...an amendment may not be a direct negative”



Caricom (Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago?s7 2025.11.28
Commitment)
Hon. Dr. Moonilal (cont’d)
And an:
“...amendment does not, in the opinion of the Speaker, materially alter any
principle embodied in the original motion or the scope thereof.”
This amendment, as far as | am concerned, and | am asking for a ruling from you,
Mr. Speaker, 42(1), 42(2), 42(3). | am of the clear view, and | think anybody will
understand, this is a direct negative. It is no longer allowed in this House. | ask
fora ruling from you.
Mr. Speaker: Can | just look at the amendment?
Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker: | donot think it materially alters.
Mr. Imbert: Whaaaaat!
Mr. Speaker: | think the substance of the Motion remains—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker:—and | do not think it is a direct negative.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: | do not think it is a direct negative, and | do not think it materially
alters it.
Mr. Young SC: It changes everything.
Mr. Lee: Mr. Speaker, | would like to second the amendments brought by my
Member for Oropouche East—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Lee:—and | reserve my right to speak in this debate.
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | shall now propose the amendment moved by the
hon. Member for Oropouche East, and seconded by the hon. Member for Caroni

Central.
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The question is that the Motion be amended by adding and deleting words as
follows:
In the first recital, by ending at a full stop after the word “Executive”, these
have been circulated, so all Members should have a copy, and deleting the words:
“and must be exercised in accordance with the Constitution, the United
Nations Charter, and the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes, respect
for sovereignty, and non-intervention”
Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker: Well, | was advised that it was circulated.
Mr. Imbert: Not yet.
Mr. Speaker: Alright, well, I will read it out; it will be read into the record. By

(13 (13 99

amending the second recital to insert the word “not” between “are” and
“directly”™—

Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Itis not a direct negative. Direct negative has a—look, look.

And in the third recital, delete the words “given rise to an impasse between
Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela”, and insert the words “not resulted”. In the
fourth recital, by the addition of the words between “have” and “been”, the
msertion of the word “not”, delete the words “viewed as inflammatory and”, and
further delete the words “generating public concernand diplomatic unease.”

To be amended by deleting the fifth recital altogether. The sixth recital is to
be amended by inserting the word “is” between “policy” and “coherent”, and
mserting the word “and” between “coherent” and ‘“measure”, and deleting the

words “immediately following measure.”

The first resolution the amendment proposes that the words “condemn the
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inflammatory statement” be deleted and insert “note that the actions of the
Government”, and delete the words “Prime Minister which”, and msert the words
“not”, between “have” and “isolated”. And in the second resolution—
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, point of order please.
Mr. Speaker: Hang on.
Mr. Gonzales: Point of order, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: Hang on. Deleting of the words:
“CARICOM and to the upholding of international law”, and insertion of
“fighting transnational crime and narco-trafficking through cooperation with
all our allies.”
Now, before | put the question, can | hear you on your point of order?
Mr. Gonzales: Thank you for recognizing me, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | wish
to draw your attention to Standing Order 42(1). Standing Order 42(1) states that:
“If a Member wishes to vary the terms of a motion standing in his name,”
The Member for Oropouche East, Mr. Speaker, this Motion that is before this
House is not in the name of the Member for Oropouche East and therefore he
cannot—
Mr. Speaker: You need to read along a little bit after that. And if you go to
Standing Order 42(3), it gives any Member the power to amend. So | think you
need to read along a little bit. Alright. So | now propose to put the question—
Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]
Mr. Speaker: 42(3), you just need to read a little further down the Standing Order
and perhaps you can avail yourself of that.
Mr. Gonzales: [Inaudible]

Mr. Speaker: Yes, but alright. Yes, any Member may propose an amendment.
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So | will put—
Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker. The Government proposes that we take a division
on this amendment, please.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Question, on amendment, proposed.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Oropouche East. | do not think |1 am advised by the
Clerk that no vote is necessary. [Mr. Speaker confers with Clerk] Members, | am
advised by the Clerk that at this stage, the question on the amendment is not put. It
IS put after the Member finishes his contribution.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as |—
Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, are we allowed to speak on the
amendment?
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: I amonmy legs. What is the Standing Order?
Mr. Imbert: He said yes?
Mr. Speaker: Member for Oropouche East, continue.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Yes, thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, | will therefore
address my mind to the amended Motion, issues arising from the amended Motion,
iIssues that are pertinent to the areas of trade, regional security, citizen safety, the
practice of diplomacy and foreign relations, and of course, Mr. Speaker, the matter
pertaining to our commitment, the Government’s commitment to fighting
transnational crime and narco-trafficking through cooperation with our allies.

Mr. Speaker, there can be no doubt that in the six to seven months, Trinidad

and Tobago has stood tall and proud as the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago,
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the hon. Member for Siparia, carried the torch of diplomacy—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal:—goodwill, and Mr. Speaker, conducted herself on behalf
of the Government with a measure of dignity and integrity uncommon for the last
10 years or so.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, foreign relations is indeed vested in the
Executive, but the Prime Minister and head of Government, and in some political
structures, President, they take that extra duty, task, and responsibility to image a
nation, to build the values and share the characteristics of a nation when they lead,
when they exert executive authority.

Mr. Speaker, it is common throughout the world that leaders, whether it is
the President of the United States, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Wales, and so on, they embody what
the country is about. Their words and their actions define our national interests
and our national values. And Mr. Speaker, since coming into office, the Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, the Member for Siparia, has led from the front
and has participated—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal:—in the global arena to advance our nation's interests,
certainly as it relates to security. Mr. Speaker, there is no need to repeat, we have
heard it time and time again, and all Members are aware of the serious
repercussions this country faces as it relates to narco-trafficking, to drugs, to the
illegal importation of arms and ammunition, Mr. Speaker. And the Prime Minister

has been working with our leading ally, the United States of America, and their
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government to combat narco-trafficking.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, there are those who reflect and speak of the
Caricom as a zone of peace, but it is a zone of peace for narco-traffickers. Itis a
zone of peace for human traffickers. It is a zone of peace for the criminal
elements.
Hon Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: But it is no longer so. Today, Mr. Speaker, if we look at
the data, the reduction in criminal activity, the reduction in murder, we are still not
satisfied at all with the crime statistics. But if you look at the declining pattern, it
has to do with the Prime Minister building our alliance with the United States and
other governments.
Hon Members: [Desk thumping]
2.40 p.m.
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: So, Mr. Speaker, on that front, the Prime Minister has
defined the Government as strenuously against the criminal elements, both in
Trinidad and Tobago and in the region, because the importation of illegal weapons
and so on. Mr. Speaker, the passage of drugs through the Caribbean is a regional
challenge. It is not just a national challenge. It has to do with push and pull
factors, as they call it, across the region and particularly in some cases on the South
American continent.

The Prime Minister has been leading the charge. Just a couple days ago, |
believe, the highest ranking military commanding officer, the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited Trinidad and Tobago. He met with the Prime

Minister; the hon. Member for Tunapuna, the Minister of Homeland Security;
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Member for Toco/Sangre Grande, the Minister of Defence; the Acting Minister of
Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, the Member for Couva South; and others, Mr.
Speaker—the Attorney General—to discuss regional security. So, how can anyone
argue that we are not taking steps and advancing issues of regional security or
exposing the country to threats without doing anything, Mr. Speaker? That was a
very, very important and signal meeting.

Mr. Speaker, | will come in a bit to the issues of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela. 1 will come to that in a few minutes. But, Mr. Speaker, the recent
developments have not resulted in adverse consequences for our economy, national
security and international standing. How can someone argue otherwise? What
national standing has been lost? What international agreement have we violated?
We have stood firm and committed to our agreements. In fact, we are committed
certainly to certain agreements and international treaties and so on that the former
Government feebly sought to advance. They could not advance certain matters as
it relates to de-risking and FATCA and the status of our country’s financial system
and soon. They could not in ten long years. We have taken steps to do that so that
we are akin, we are coherent, we oblige with our international commitments. In
fact, Mr. Speaker, | want to go further to say that the Member for Tabaquite—not
in the House today, he is on public government business—has been so far one of
the most hard-working Ministers of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs that this
country has ever seen.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: While we are sleeping he is waking in another time zone,
working with our international partners far and wide to ensure that we can attract

investments. So the matter of trade arises. What has gone wrong in seven months
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with trade? Nothing. In fact, Mr. Speaker, there has been, in the last six months or
so, major advances made by this Government as it relates to matters of trade, Mr.
Speaker, major advances.

Mr. Speaker, we have been signing memoranda of agreement on various
trade-related matters. We have been advancing our cooperation with our Caricom
partners; we have been doing that. | can just take you, Mr. Speaker, briefly, to a
couple of those issues because we are arguing that Trinidad and Tobago’s national
interests, including trade, are not directly affected by any relationship with the
people and government of Venezuela.

Mr. Speaker, it was in June, as soon as we got into office, that the Ministry
of Trade, Investment and Tourism developed its immediate economic development
action plan. They developed that by June 2025, Mr. Speaker. We have seen export
growth; we have appointed an export leadership team. Mr. Speaker, an exporter
performance and reporting management system was established in August 2025 to
track the progress of each exporter’s performance. Their work is across the world.
The growth of the sector to assist with targeting international markets—The
distinguished Minister of Trade, the hon. Sen. Satyakama Maharaj, has visited the
Far East flying the flag of Trinidad and Tobago seeking investments and
cooperation.

Mr. Speaker, we have embarked on phase one of the national trade strategy;
completed a strategic framework developed for development. We have had trade
missions in June 2025 to Curacao, to Guyana and to Suriname. All of this in six
months. Trade missions led by the Minister of Trade.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: We have been participating in trade fairs. We have been
participating in major food and beverage shows highlighting the products and the
companies from Trinidad and Tobago. We have completed trade agreements with
Chile for a partial scope trade agreement. It was signed, Mr. Speaker, in October,
2025 and the general framework agreements prepared. We have had a major
expansion of the Caricom-Columbia Trade and Economic Agreement on trade and
economic technical cooperation, of which Trinidad and Tobago participated. We
have initiated a buy-local campaign to boost domestic consumption. Mr. Speaker,
it is all happening in the Ministry of Trade. So, how can one suggest that
somehow our trade relations have been affected? In fact, Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible]would you like your 15 minutes?

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Yes please.

Mr. Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, this is an interesting point.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, it is an interesting point that my time has
been calculated. Mr. Speaker, unlike the Member for Arima I did not rob myself
but a significant amount of time was spent, | believe on the amendments.

Mr. Speaker, | will leave the matters of trade for other speakers, the matters
of national security. | will just focus very briefly to indicate that the amended
Motion speaks to work of the Prime Minister and the Government on international
trade, and on security. In the aviation sector, we have Members who can speak to
that. We have been doing bilateral agreements on aviation with several countries.
The hardworking Senator, the Minister of Transport, has been working very hard

on those matters.
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Mr. Speaker, | would just take you briefly to the issues as it relates to foreign
affairs. Do not forget, Mr. Speaker. We must never forget that upon coming into
office, before some of us could have even settled in our Ministries, we got the visit
of the Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: The first Indian Prime Minister in decades to visit our
shores. The Opposition was so happy when he was here. Mr. Speaker, that
promoted the cooperation in health, in sports, in diplomacy, in capacity building, in
tertiary education, skills training, and renewable energy. We have had memoranda
of understanding with China, with Panama, and of course, the Prime Minister in
September recently led a delegation of Ministers to the United Nations General
Assembly.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Apart from her path-breaking speech at the Assembly, the
Prime Minister journeyed, | believe, by train; took extra hours. It is not as
convenient as air travel, Mr. Speaker—went by train to Washington DC to meet
His Excellency, Marco Rubio, Secretary of State. Emerging out of that was an
OFAC licence to conducttransactions and negotiations with Venezuela.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: What is amazing, Mr. Speaker, is that they lost the
licence. When we got into office, the Prime Minister led quietly, without much
fanfare, a small team that included myself to conduct business to get a licence from
the United States Treasury Division.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: So, how dare you talk about relations with Venezuela,
leading to an impeding of our progress? How dare you raise that issue? We are
now conducting our business as it relates to the Dragon gas field. Mr. Speaker,
notwithstanding statements being made that continues uninterrupted, Mr. Speaker,
we are on the move.

Mr. Speaker, | want to place on record, because | know others—well, if they do not
foul up with their chance to speak, Mr. Speaker, they may raise this issue. Mr.
Speaker, it is so sad, you know. | have in my hand here my notes. | put Arima
started at 1.56 p.m., and | do not have a single note to refer to here now. No
rebuttal at all. So, Mr. Speaker—and finish at 1.57 p.m. Mr. Speaker, on the
matter which is in the Motion, the amended Motion that | am speaking about, Mr.
Speaker, on the Venezuela issue—Mr. Speaker, | think we need to remind the
country that, notwithstanding very strong trading and cultural relations with the
people of Venezuela over the years, we have really had no commercial
relationships with Venezuela on energy matters.

We have not been trading in energy. We trade on a host of other matters. |
am sure the Ministry of Trade will have the records and so on, but we have
nothing. We have agreements, we have licences, but we have not really been
trading. So, to suggest in some way that the statements of the Prime Minister
resulted in some calamity and so on with VVenezuela, we do not earn a dollar. That
IS sensationalism and propaganda, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, you will not believe, but we have energy
business in Dominica, in Suriname, and in the United States of America. We have

business we conduct for which we earn money. We earn revenue from Dominica,
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Suriname, and the United States of America—Texas. Mr. Speaker, we do not earn
money at this moment from the Government of Venezuela. So, do not suggest that
we lose something. There was nothing to lose.

Our trading arrangements on the energy front have taken us to Guyana,
where we were very happy to learn of the invitation of the hon. Vikram Bharrat,
Minister of Natural Resources of Guyana, to participate in the energy conference
early next year, in which we expect to sit—a high-powered team, Mr. Speaker—to
discuss relations and trade. Mr. Speaker, if things go right as we anticipate,
Trinidad and Tobago will very soon have a footprint in the Co-operative Republic
of Guyana in the energy sector.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: What they could not do for years, Mr. Speaker. So there
IS no impact on relations with the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela as far as it
relates to energy matters. We do have cross-border interests, and what is called a
cross-border interest. So there are fields, Mr. Speaker, the Loran, the Coquina, the
Kapok-Dorado, across the border, of course, Dragon field, which | spoke about.
We have ongoing discussions, Mr. Speaker. In the world of energy, as Members
opposite know and the Member for Port of Spain North should know, we are not at
liberty to speak in detail on confidential and private agreements, initiatives,
discussions, and so on.

| wish | could tell people some nice good news that is taking place, but |
cannot. | just cannot give details of some good news at this time, because we are
in the process. A lot is happening. There are a lot of moving parts, and | cannot
divulge. But, there is good news. As soon as we have something that we are

authorized to speak on, we will speak. It is not just Dragon field, Mr. Speaker, it is



Caricom (Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago?’s9 2025.11.28

Commitment)

Hon. Dr. Moonilal (cont’d)

much more. It is much more. We have been able to attract in our first few weeks

and conclude negotiations with Exxon Mobil, one of the largest—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal:—oil and gas companies in the world for a deep water

block. We have just completed a bid round in which we expect in a few days to

complete negotiations.

Hon. Member: Ultra [Inaudible]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Well, ultra, ultra, Mr. Speaker. We are concluding

negotiations and so on with the third largest national energy company in China to

have them come also and look at the deep water province in Trinidad and Tobago.

So, Mr. Speaker, all of that happens in six months. Apart from that, there was a

mistake that the former Member for Port of Spain North made in going to Cabinet

that was going to cost the taxpayer $7 billion. We corrected it. It was a mistake

pointed out. He said that it was a mistake and he took a Note to Cabinet. Of

course, | do not know. You cannot blame everybody. So, Mr. Speaker, we

corrected that. So, if you look at the progress in the energy sector, what

relationship with Venezuela has impaired what? Impeded what? Done what?
Every single day oil and gas companies come to Port of Spain seeking out

myself, the Member for Point Fortin, and of course, are privileged to have

meetings with the Prime Minister, looking for investment, giving their investment

profiles.

2.55p.m.

Next year, | believe—I can say this, | hope—I think 10 per cent of the global

capital investment of BP, will be made in Trinidad and Tobago, next year.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Ten per cent of their global investment will go to one
country, Trinidad and Tobago. Yeah. That is the performance we are looking at.
We know we are in a little—what we inherited was declining oil and gas. We have
been able to move in three or four months or so, to an increase in oil production by
about eight per cent and gas by about six per cent.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: We are tracking upwards. And | do not want to mention
again, which we have done before, Mento, Cypre, and so on. The Member for Port
of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, I suspect will want to beat his chest over some of
those matters and so on. But the country benefits, Mr. Speaker. And we have been
able to have negotiations on amending certain arrangements and so on, so that we
can ensure an expansion in gas. And that is why we call it, Mr. Speaker—we call
it Manatee PLUS. That gas field we have been able with our work negotiations to
increase the production of gas by 10 to almost 25 per cent. We did that, it is called
Manatee PLUS.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: So, Mr. Speaker, there is no issue here that relations with
Venezuela or any statement of ongoing issues. But, Mr. Speaker, those issues have
to do with narco trafficking, human trafficking. This is a bloody country, the
highest murder rate was a couple of years ago, 624, | believe. How can you come
into power and leave that unattended. We had to work. We had to work with our
partners and the Prime Minister had the courage, she had the boldness, the
strength, Mr. Speaker, to take action.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, as | have said in the amended Motion, we
are proud within the Caribbean to have taken that leadership. You know, | want to
congratulate—the Member for Tabaquite of course is on business, but was it
yesterday, Thursday, | think, Friday was elected on Thursday, is it? Mr. Speaker,
in the St. Vincent and the Grenadines, we want to congratulate the new
government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, led by Dr. Godwin Friday—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal:—in a landslide victory. Mr. Speaker, the outgoing Prime
Minister, unless | am mistaken, | think he got one seat.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: “Eh?”

Hon. Member: Yeah one.

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: His own?

Mr. Elder: His seat.

Hon. Member: Yes.

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, the skin of his teeth, he remained. And, Mr.
Speaker, do you know some of those negative comments about Trinidad and
Tobago foreign policy emanated from the former Prime Minister of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: The people punished him. The people punished him for
referring to Trinidad and Tobago in that way.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: He wanted to—he condemned the Prime Minister of

Trinidad and Tobago and some of her actions and so on, because they do not
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support that action to stand against the drug traffickers. He paid the ultimate
political price of being devastated.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: And other Caricom leaders—I mean, | do not get involved
in foreign affairs, Mr. Speaker, and | certainly cannot say anything to Caricom
leaders. But | think they should take a note of what happened in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, to understand that the people of Trinidad and Tobago and the
Caricom people are now fed up of drugs, of murders, of crimes and will want to
take strong action with our allies to deal with that problem.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: So, Mr. Speaker, the point | am making is that the conduct
of the Government has led to advances in trade, has led to advances in energy, has
led to advances, Mr. Speaker, on regional security. Mr. Speaker, nothing we have
done has impeded our trade relations, our foreign relations.

On the whole, Mr. Speaker, the diplomatic community in Port of Spain, are
excited, they are excited and they line up, Mr. Speaker, at our doors. Sometimes I
have to apologize profusely to Excellencies in the diplomatic corps because | just
do not have the time to meet everyone and to sit, you know, to discuss projects and
policies with everyone. But they are excited. They are knocking, some of them
may be kicking down the doors to meet some of us, Mr. Speaker, and we cannot.
So there is no lack of interest. There is no impediment that could be linked to the
conduct of the Government at all, Mr. Speaker. If anything we have seen extra
interests, now that the Government has changed. They recognize that this is a
government of competence.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: A government of efficiency. A government that is
accessible.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, again, | do not want to say anything, you
know, private confidential business, but, Mr. Speaker, the energy leaders in the
country, private energy companies and so on, leaders, they are amazed
sometimes—how many minutes do | have left?

Mr. Speaker: You have five minutes again.

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, they are amazed sometimes with how
quickly this Minster of Energy and Energy Industries responds to their questions,
their queries, their requests for meetings and so on. They are amazed at how
quickly in real time we accommodate them to discuss business, even if we do not
conclude or we may not resolve a matter, we are in touch with these matters often,
Mr. Speaker. One company sent the Prime Minister a letter a Thursday night.
Could you believe a Thursday night? By Friday the Prime Minister organized a
meeting for that company to discuss their matters.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: Where in the world does that happen? When they were in
office, Mr. Speaker, you write them, six months later you cannot get a response.
Mr. Speaker, they could not dream—in fact ExxonMobil said in their statement,
Mr. Ardill, I believe, at the Diplomatic Centre, he said Trinidad and Tobago is now
the gold standard for the pace of negotiating energy agreements.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. Dr. R. Moonilal: We are the gold standard. So, Mr. Speaker, | am almost

tempted to say, “I beg to move”, but, Mr. Speaker, these are the issues that are
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before us in our amended Motion that we have placed on the table. | ask our
colleagues to look at the amendments to discuss and to condemn any attempt by
the Opposition—any attempt—reprehensible attempt to paint the Government in a
negative light as it relates to foreign relations, as it relates to our relationship with
the people of Venezuela. We have been close to the people of Venezuela,
historically. Many of us have been very, very close. Mr. Speaker, with those few
words, | thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Portof Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Stuart Young SC (Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West): Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker. | will start my contribution this afternoon by pointing out for
the purposes of those looking on to what is the inescapable fact that we are dealing
with here and it is the original Motion. So, all of the grand-standing, all of the
potential wasting of time to seek to amend the Motion that we heard from the
Member for Oroupouche East, is of absolutely no moment as it currently stands.
What we are here to debate is the original Motion and | actually felt sorry for the
Member for Oropouche East here this afternoon, because it is clear to me and to
the rest of the population that are looking on, over the past few months, that what
we just heard there was nothing but a pitiful plea to his absent leader to keep him
in his portfolio which is the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries. But having
said that, this Motion in its original form—and even in the attempts to truncate it
and to rip it apart, remains a Motion that is all about foreign affairs relations, the
very important art of diplomacy because without diplomacy countries end up in

problems. And today | plead to my colleagues from Tobago West and Tobago
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East, take care of your own business because those that are surrounding you and
sitting to your left and in front of you, are not looking after Tobago in the realm of
foreign affairs, as we are all discovering.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Speaker, despite our stature in the
world of diplomacy, physically are two very, very small rocks in the global scheme
of things. And that is what makes the art of diplomacy all the more important to
us. And that is why we ground or we should ground ourselves as we have done for
decades in the United Nations, and in the importance of the bodies like Caricom,
and even CELAC.,

So, | think it would be fitting, just to put us back in context, Mr. Speaker.
When you are as small as we are, and other Caricom islands are, you depend on the
principles of the UN Charter for food security. Because we do not grow or
manufacture enough food to feed our population. And | daresay, we may never
reach to that stage, unfortunately, because we simply do not have the amount of
fertile land or sometimes even the will, no matter how governments try, to be able
to do it. Soyou depend on others for food.

| remind the population through you, Mr. Speaker, cast our minds back to
COVID, when the world did not know what it was dealing with. | can say it,
because we as the Government at the time, one of the first fears that we had for the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, and in speaking to Caricom leaders, they shared it
and other small countries across the world, is when the larger developed countries,
the wealthy countries are faced with something like COVID, the first thing they do
instinctively is to secure themselves for their populations. And the first

conversation taking place across the globe with COVID was where would the food
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come from? How much food do we have on island to be able to secure a
population?

So, we depend on the rest of the world for food security. We saw it with the
Russia/Ukraine war. Ukraine is one of the largest producers of wheat in the world.
Immediately, there was a global shortage and the price of wheat sky-rocketed,
which meant the price of flour—which meant there was a scarcity potentially of
flour and panic buying took place across the world. And you see a responsible
government understands the jigsaw puzzle.

| would like to start with food security, and there is medical security as well,

because we do not produce pharmaceutical drugs in Trinidad and Tobago. So,
when we burn bridges, where are those pharmaceuticals going to come from? The
COVID vaccine when it was produced, it was the most scarce item for countries
like Trinidad and Tobago, across the globe. It showed us and should have opened
our eyes that we are not living in isolation as this Government seems to believe.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. S. Young SC: And no matter the amount of attempts by this Government to
say, “no, we are not being utilized as X, we are now utilized as Y, Tobago, if you
travel back to Tobago today, take a walk around the airport. See what is newly
imported there. So, Mr. Speaker, the point is that while we are being told by those
on the other side, “don’t worry about this, don’t worry about that”, we are seeing
the exact opposite and that is why foreign affairs and diplomacy become so much
more important. Financial security is the same thing.

The previous speaker for Oropouche East made a lot of fanfare about FATF
and he forgot Global Forum. He was trying to remember it—and the financial

security. One of the first things we did along with Caricom leaders—I recall it.
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My first trip to the US capital to meet with the leaders at the US capital, was along
with the Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, the Prime Minister of St. Kitts
and Nevis, hon. Nigel Clarke from Jamaica, who was then the Minister of Finance,
for us to meet with the Financial Standing Committee and these committees, to tell
them about the region—and Belize, because countries were about to be de-risked
and we would lose correspondent banking. These things can happen by making
the wrong decisions. And | fear for Trinidad and Tobago because it is clear that
under the current leadership, we are finding ourselves on a daily basis more and
more at risk. The economy depends on trade. Caricom is the most important
trading bloc for our manufactures.

3.10 p.m.

Our largest ally, and most important ally, as we here on this side would
hastily admit to, is the United States. We sat in many, many meetings. Ironically,
| heard the Member for Oropouche East tried to wriggle his way in and rewrite
history by saying he was present when the Prime Minister went by train to
Washington, D.C. You were not. Quite simply, you were not.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: Also, the country is seeing that, unfortunately—and | said, |
feel sorry for the Member for Oropouche East. Unfortunately, he is being left out
of those decisions.

He talked about the OFAC licence, and I will get to that, but I felt sorry for
him that he raised that, because it was clear, the hon. Member’s first utterances on
the OFAC licence—and trying to say that he could not understand because the
documents are in Spanish, et cetera. It was clear that he had not even seen the

OFAC licence at that point in time, Mr. Speaker, because an OFAC licence is In
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English. The irony as well is, OFAC has become a household concept now in
Trinidad and Tobago, but that is because the PNM Government at the time refused
to just allow the hurdles of sanctions stand in the way of the progress of Trinidad
and Tobago, and we found a way. We discovered that it is possible to get waivers
from OFAC and to pursue this country’s interest, and that is what we did by using
the skilful art of diplomacy.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: It is important to utilize this afternoon, Mr. Speaker—because
we on this side always seek to ensure that the population is part of the
conversation. | want to start with an important document, dated 1945, from San
Francisco, the Charter of the United Nations and the Statute of the International
Court of Justice. You see, the importance of this is, we in Trinidad and Tobago
speak about documents, we speak about principles, we speak about concepts, but
very often, we have not gone to the documentation, as Mr. Speaker would be
familiar with, and read it ourselves to understand.

Trinidad and Tobago, our foreign affairs principles should always have as an
important pillar, the grounding in non-interference and non-intervention in another
country’s domestic affairs.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. S. Young SC: We are too small to become a pawn or to interfere, especially
in our closestneighbours’ domestic affairs.

So the Charter of the United Nations, that we were one of the first
subscribers to, and we believe in, until the 1st of May, 2025, of this year, starts off
at:

“Chapter [: Purposes and Principles
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Article 1:

“The Purposes ofthe United Nations are:

1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to
take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal
of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of
aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by
peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice
and international law, adjustment or settlement of international
disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the peace;”

When did the people of Trinidad and Tobago give a mandate to those on the other
side to break away from this important principle that keeps us out of war?
The second, Article 1:

“2.  To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and
to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace;”

Which right-thinking citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, concerned about us now,
presently and our future, would say we should drift away from these moorings?
You go to:
“Article 2
The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in
Article 1 shall act in accordance with the following Principles.
1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign
equality of all its Members.”
And that is what protects Trinidad and Tobago, that countries around the world,

who subscribe to the Charter of the United Nations, respect our sovereignty. | can
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tell you that every single Member on this side, all 13 of us, will do what is
necessary to protect Trinidad and Tobago’s sovereignty.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: In the protection of your sovereignty, you must use the art of
diplomacy, and the art of diplomacy means you must have the ability to work with
other sovereign nations. You are not always going to see things eye to eye. You
do not always see things eye to eye in your family, with your neighbour, with your
friends, with your foes, but what you must do is you must find common ground.
You must find ways to maintain balance, and that is what we did for 10 years,
because, you see, Mr. Speaker, this is not new to us.

The current President of the United States, President Trump, was the
President in 2016 as well, and during that period of time, the United States took a
decision to increase the sanctions on our neighbours in VVenezuela, and that brought
about the need to pursue things like an OFAC licence. What did we do? And the
country needs to know this. The PNM Government, in office at the time, worked
with both the United States and their administration, as well as those who were in
Venezuela, President Maduro and his administration. We utilized Caricom, and we
worked with Uruguay, and we worked with Norway and others to ensure—the next
concept | will come to is the zone of peace—remained.

I recall, during that period of time, going to the US Department of State and
meeting with one of the advisers to President Trump on the Venezuelan relations,
Elliott Abrams, and putting forward our position. You know what our position is?
And unfortunately, we have moved away from it under the current administration.
It is we must all find common ground, and we can be honest brokers on behalf of

the concerns of the United States and with our neighbours in Venezuela. Because
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the UN Secretary-General said, “When you call to the Prime Minister or the
President’s office, whoever picks up the phone, that is who you must deal with.’
We sat here in this House for years hearing the ridicule, the attacks, which are
nothing less than trying to undermine this country’s sovereignty and the principles
that we on this side, and the right-thinking members of society, believe in, of
non-intervention and non-interference.

Those on that side, they talk about Venezuela, they were at the forefront of
recognizing President Guaid6. Today, President Trump does not even recognize
that President Guaid6. And what you need to do is protect the ground that you
stand on, whilst being respectful, whilst maintaining the important relationships,
including with our most important ally. To sit here and to listen, week after week,
about national security, collaboration and cooperation, every single time we spoke
to our friends in the United States, that is always one of the most important topics
of conversation. And they know, and they will tell the population, as they have,
that we remain one of their most important allies in the battle, and in the protection
of national security and global security. But in doing so, you must find the right
balance, and that is what we are concerned about.

To hear the Member for Oropouche East, the previous speaker, talk about
energy and say, “Well, there was no energy coming from Venezuela”—again, a
very basic attempt, and an unfortunate one, Mr. Speaker, in attempting to mislead
the people of Trinidad and Tobago. The reason for that is because of sanctions,
because by 2018, we had negotiated a commercial term sheet for Dragon gas, the
prices, the allocation, including a power tranche. But what grounded that to a hal,
because the gas would have come by 2020, is the sanctions. But what you found

was a government willing to work with, and capable of working with, our friends
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in the United States and our neighbours to find a way forward, which is what is
lacking today. To boast about an OFAC licence that no one has seen, that is six
months, half of which is already expired, is of what moment and use in the reality
and the realm of energy? None.

Caricom—because the worst decision that Trinidad and Tobago can make—
and we are seeing it starting, led by none other than the Member for Siparia,
because ultimately, the Member for Siparia, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago, is the person who leads the Executive and is in charge of making
decisions with respect to foreign affairs and relations. A leader of a country can
lead a country left, right or centre, and in making his or her decisions, can break
away from traditions and make a country progress or make a country regress.

The importance of Caricom cannot be spoken about enough, because
Caricom, formed in 1975, was formed for specific purposes. As | said, it is our
most important trading block for our manufacturers. 1 recall in 2016, when we
came in, we had to go up to Jamaica to try and fix relations, because the purchasers
in Jamaica were about to boycott Trinidad and Tobago’s manufactured goods
because of the previous administration’s decisions and insults to the members of
Caricom. |If that happens, our trade, our manufacturers suffer, so you cannot say,
“We do not need Caricom.” You find ways, you are going to have differences, not
every leader is going to see eye to eye.

A Cabinet, amongst itself, is not going to see eye to eye, but you find ways
that are going to benefit us, not only today, because that is so short term, but long
term. When you are a leader, you are making decisions for decades to come, and
that, quite frankly, is missing and absent over the last few months.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. S. Young SC: It is very short-sighted what we are seeing.

Take the simple analogy, Mr. Speaker, of your neighbour on your left and
your neighbour on your right, the last thing you want to be in is in bad relations
with your neighbours. It just brings unnecessary stress to a situation, and that is
what we have found ourselves in. To have a government in Venezuela saying, by
the Vice-President and by the Minister of Energy, who is the Vice-President, that
they have advised the President to cut and to end, or to suspend hydrocarbon
agreements with Trinidad and Tobago, and then to have that done, and radio
silence. Because, of course, what the Government is depending on, is they are
depending on the BPs and the Shells to progress conversations, because they
cannot have fit.

Every time, unfortunately, our Prime Minister—a question was put to our
Prime Minister, “Who do you recognize as the President of Venezuela?”, the
response is—I do not know who they are attempting to fool—“We like the people
of Venezuela. We respect the people of Venezuela. We are friendly with the
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people of Venezuela.” The population in Trinidad and Tobago is not blind, they
are not dumb, they understand what that means, that you are not recognizing the
Government of Venezuela. The Government of Venezuela may change, but what
happens when you take some of the stances that have been taken since May of this
year? You think that once change comes, all of a sudden our neighbours will be
pleased with us in Trinidad and Tobago? It does not work that way.
3.25p.m.

Back to Caricom, because Caricom is essential. Another benefit of being a
Member of Caricom—and what we had done was rebuild our leadership role in

Caricom, which today is completely gone. Completely gone. It has vanished.
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Because right now, the Caricom leaders cannot even say that the new leader of
Trinidad and Tobago, since April, has met with them physically.

Do you know, in these physical meetings, as the Member for Mayaro would
now have learnt, as the Member for Tabaquite would have learnt over the last few
months, one of the most important things is relationships? That you go on the
margins outside of the caucus area, outside of the meeting, and you have
conversations on the margins, and how much is undone, how much red tape is
unknotted in the margins, how many deals that could benefit Trinidad and Tobago
are struck in the margins? Because you can listen, you can hear what the issues of
a relationship may be, and that is why you have to be physically present, which is
completely absent.

You do not insult your Caricom neighbours the way we have seen since May
of this year. When you burn those bridges, because they are all—every Caricom
islands’ citizens, or Caricom country, Belize, Guyana, Suriname, all of those
countries’ citizens are human beings, and they will tote feelings as well, or they
will open doors depending on the relationship.

To hear the Member for Oropouche East try to fool the population: “Aye,
we have been invited to talk at the Guyana Energy Conference, and we are going to
meet with Minister Vickram Bharrat.” Great. But all that is a continuation,
because we were at those conferences. Former Prime Minister, myself, we spoke at
the highest level. But we did not only met with Minister Bharrat, on every
occasion we met with the President, President Irfaan Ali, and furthermore, we met
with Exxon. The work that we heard about Exxon, pretending as though that has
something to do with this administration, is completely false. It was a completion

of a process that was already close to completion. To say that, “Well, I met with
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the person in charge of the region.” Okay. That is good. But we visited the
Exxon—what it is called— Campus in Houston, where the executives reside and
where the decisions are made, and that is what opened the doors.

To hear about BP saying 10 per cent of their global production money would
come to Trinidad and Tobago. Trinidad and Tobago, for BP, globally, is a huge
asset, and you must work to keep it that way. We used to contribute between 20
and 25 per cent of the revenue. That is what Atlantic LNG is about. That is why
they are here. These are the important things of the relationship, and where global
diplomacy comes in. And that is what is lacking. You cannot break away from
Caricom.

The next thing is from a security perspective. Because coming in here this
afternoon, one of the sensible questions being put by the media was: “Are you
concerned, or do you have concerns, based on the recent developments with respect
to the platforms that are tens of miles off the coast of Trinidad and Tobago on the
east coast, you have not started to develop the Deep Water as yet?” And the
answer is yes. Thatis why we bought the Cape-class vessels. But those Cape-class
vessels, as the Minister of Defence can attest, have limited capability in what they
can repel. Those are bought for the pirates or the fishermen who come too close;
they do not have the type of weaponry on it, to defend us and our platforms in a
state of war.

Why have we found ourselves where we are today, in this position, in such a
short period of time? And when you find yourself in this, it is not something you
could rewind, you know? When you burn the bridges of diplomacy, you do not
then easily reopen it. It takes a lot of work, and a lot of effort. And | fear for

Trinidad and Tobago when | assess where we are today, because it is clear to me,
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Mr. Speaker, and clear to us on this side, that we are not in a good place. Our
relationship with our Caricom neighbours is strained. And | know that as a fact.
The Opposition Leader could tell you that because of the conversations the
Opposition Leader would have with leaders in the Caricom, both those who are
Prime Ministers and Presidents, as well as the Oppositions. Because we stay in
touch with them, and they ask us what is going on n Trinidad and Tobago: “Why
are you putting us in this difficult position, Trinidad and Tobago? What has
changed?” When it unravels, it is not easily put back together, Mr. Speaker.

The zone of peace—
Mr. Speaker: | think now is a convenient time to say, one more minute. So if you
want you could take—
Mr. S. Young SC: In normal time?
Mr. Speaker:—yes. The normal time.
Mr. S. Young SC: Mr. Speaker, | will take my full—
Mr. Speaker: Yes.
Mr. S. Young SC:—time and 15 minutes. Thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. S. Young SC: It must have been pained every right-thinking citizen of
Trinidad and Tobago, and every member of Caricom, every citizen, be it a citizen
in St. Vincent, a citizen in Antigua and Barbuda, a citizen in Jamaica, in Bahamas,
in Guyana, in Suriname, because you see, another benefit of Caricom is we are a
block. We are a block of about 15 or 16, and in the global scheme of things, a
block vote standing together, it gives you voice. It means that when Caricom
moves as one, people have to stand up and listen. And that was what we utilized

over the last 10 years. That is what we utilized to get us into the White House, to
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talk to the Vice-President, to sit at Blair House table with other Caricom leaders.
But importantly, when the globe is contracting, and the pressure is growing, if
Caricom speaks with one voice, as it should—disagree in caucus behind a closed
door, but come out with a position that all hold—the world has to listen. Because
when they go to the UN and they want the votes on a resolution, they know that is
15 or 16 votes in a block.
On the 18" of October 2025, one of the darkest days in our foreign affairs
history, this is what the leaders of Caricom released:
“Statement from the Caribbean Community: Security Build Up in the Region
Octoberl8, 2025”.
And | quote:

“Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
met and discussed various issues on the regional agenda including the
increased security build up in the Caribbean and the potential impacts on
Member States. Save in respect of Trinidad and Tobago, who reserved its

position, Heads agreed on the following...”
That, Trinidad and Tobago, is one of the darkest days recorded in our

history. And it goes onto say:

“They reaffirmed the principle of maintaining the Caribbean Region as
a Zone of Peace and the importance of dialogue and engagement towards the
peaceful resolution of disputes and conflict...”—tied right back to the UN
Charter principles—...Caricom remains willing to assist towards that

objective.”

Diplomatic language to say, “We will assist in mediation, we will assist in
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conversation, we will be honest brokers, because we do not want a war on our

doorstep.”

“CARICOM Heads of Government reiterated their continued commitment to
fighting narcotrafficking and the illegal trade in small arms and light
weapons which adversely affect the Region. They underscored that efforts to
overcome these challenges should be through ongoing international
cooperation and within international law.”

Why reserve on that? It is clear, as we all on this side, and every law-
abiding, and right-thinking citizen of Trinidad and Tobago hold the position. And |
am putting it on record here today on the Hansard, Mr. Speaker, the whole
Opposition, all 13 of us, and the party that we represent, are against the criminal
elements, the narco-trafficking, the illegal trade in small arms, light weapons, the
illegal trade in human flesh. And that is our position. And why is it that the other
heads of Caricom could hold that position, and we reserve to say we are against it?
We will seek the international help because we are the ones that brought it here.
The truth is, in our conversations, the Caricom leaders, over the last few years,
made pleas to the United States, but in following international law. That is what it
is grounded in.

“They reaffirmed unequivocal support for...sovereignty and territorial

integrity of countries in the Region and the safety and livelihoods of the

people in the Region.”

| invite citizens of Trinidad and Tobago to go and find this Caricom
statement of October18, 2025, and to look at it and to read it once, to read it twice,
to read it a third time, and then ask yourselves, what possibly in here, could have

been so offensive to Trinidad and Tobago, that we reserved our position as opposed
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to speaking in one voice with everything that made sense.

The irony of the zone of peace, because, it must be put on record, the zone of
peace was put into history for this country, for a body called CELAC, along with
other Members of CELAC. CELAC is the Caricom members, its Latin American
members. Because, you see, in our region, no one wants war. The United States
does not want war in our region because they respect the Western Hemisphere, and

no one wants war on their doorstep.

It was in January 2014, under the then UNC Government, under the same
leader, Member for Siparia, then hon. Prime Minister, who was, | believe, at this
conference, from what | have seen, that agreed to a zone of peace. And it is stated:

January 30t 2014

The 33 countries that make up the Latin America and Caribbean

Economic Community—which is CELAC—wrapped up their Second

Summit, which was on the 29t of January 2014, by declaring the region a

zone of peace.

It has been one of the most difficult exercises to listen to some on the other
side, because not all, a few on the other side, try to mislead the population, as
happened here this afternoon, as to what is meant by a zone of peace in this region.
A zone of peace in this region means no war. It means keep the military build-ups,
the potential of war, out. It does not mean not to fight criminals and criminal
activity. It does not mean not to fight narco-traffickers. Who are you trying to
fool, apart from yourselves, by saying we do not want a zone of peace?

Who is it on this side, or any right-thinking citizen, said that we are happy
with the state of Trinidad and Tobago and the criminality, the type of firearms they
are using, and that that is a zone of peace? No. A zone of peace has a specific
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meaning that you signed us up on to. And I am glad. That must have been one of
the better things that was done in that 10 to ’15 period. Because we all stood
together with Latin America, and said, “Aye, we do not want war here.” War has
no place here. We are not equipped for war here, and we should remain that way.
And that is what the zone of peace is and should remain.

So, hold your philosophies, it is clear that those on the other side will have a
different philosophy and perhaps, one that is not in our best interest as citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago. But in your achieving or your carrying out of your
philosophy, to support X as opposed to Y, do not destroy institutions like Caricom
as you have done in the past, and you seem to be intent on doing again.
3.40p.m.

Do not bastardize and destroy concepts like the zone of peace. Explain it,
because the population will listen and say “Aye, we believe the region should be a
zone of peace. However, we think that the eradication of narco-trafficking is a
priority and should take place and we welcome assistance with that.” 1 will give
you some free advice. Add “in accordance with international law.” Because you
do not govern, or you should not govern Trinidad and Tobago for today and see
only in front of your nose. Because, one day you will wake up and history will not
be on your side, and that is where you are heading and taking Trinidad and Tobago
along with you.

So, Mr. Speaker, | commend the Motion of the Opposition Leader.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: As a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago and as the elected
Member of Parliament for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, I thank the hon.
Member for Arima and the Opposition Leader for having the fortitude to bring this
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Motion here for us to debate today, and | denounce the behaviour of those on the
other side in trying to silence the Opposition Leader.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC: | denounce the immature and pathetic behaviour of amending,
or attempting to amend—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. S. Young SC:—the Motion in a manner that shows one thing to me, cowardly
behaviour by those on the other side. Face the Motion in its original form. Debate
it. Do not come here singing for your supper. A Prime Minister has the right to
appoint who they want as a Minister and to take it away. So no amount of selling
yourself—I was going to use a different term. No amount of selling yourself short
IS going to solidify you in any position.

Today, we on this side stand in solidarity with the Member for Arima after
having thanked her for this Motion. We stand in defence of the right-thinking
people of Trinidad and Tobago and those who may not be so right thinking as well
because we are in a very, very dark period. The destruction of diplomacy that we
are seeing taking place is not auguring well for us. So, Mr. Speaker, as | take my
seat, | commend once again the original Motion filed by the Member for Arima to
this House and | agree with it fully and wholeheartedly. Thank you.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: 1 just want to correct for the public record. Insofar as the material
alteration principle, pursuant to Standing Order 42(1), that only applies to the
mover of the Motion, the person in whose name the Motion is standing. Okay? So
42(1) is restrictive there. Sol will call onthe Member for Caroni Central.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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The Minister of Housing (Hon. David Lee): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for

allowing me to join this debate with this new amended Motion. | listened to the

previous speaker, Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, and in his wrapping up, he

talked about us on this side utilizing the Standing Order 42(3) and running away

from the original Motion. Let me just put in the Hansard, Mr. Speaker. | learn

well. You will never beat me once, but you will never beat me twice. You will

win me once, but you will never win me again. When we were in Opposition,

between 2015 to 2020, the then Government that the Member for Port of Spain

North/St. Ann’s West was part of as a senior Cabinet Member, along with the

Member for Diego Martin North/East—I do not think Arima was there between

2015 to 2020—did the same thing to us in

Opposition on a Private Members’ Motion. So to come and say that we are being

childish is a bit ingenious on their part because—

Ms. Ameen: Disingenuous.

Hon. D. Lee: Disingenuous, sorry. We feel that this Motion needed amending to

really put the facts on the table, Mr. Speaker. Let me just read out the amended

version of this Motion, just for clarity, and to put it in the Hansard once more.
Whereas—

Mr. Young SC: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order to save my friend—([Inaudible]

Ms. Ameen: Which point of order?

Mr. Young SC: Tedious repetition. Because the Member for Oropouche East

read it and the Speaker read it.

Hon. D. Lee: Mr. Speaker, | do not think he understood the amended version.

Mr. Speaker: | do not think there is any need to read the Motion into the record.

So you would save yourself a good three minutes.
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Hon. D. Lee: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| listened to the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, and 1
would say he is a colleague, Mr. Speaker. | listened to his track record when he
was piloting his contribution, and he talked about his international trips and so
forth and wherever he went between in Washington and so forth. But, he failed to
leave out a critical piece of a visit. When he became Prime Minister, for one
month or thereof he jumped on a plane because the present Secretary of State
Marco Rubio was visiting Jamaica. | do not know if he remembers that. When he
greeted Marco Rubio, and the Secretary of State greeted my friend in Jamaica, the
Secretary of State asked him, “Do I have to congratulate you, or do I give you
condolences?” The next thing, he lost the elections for this country and we are in
Government here now.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: He failed to put that on the Hansard here this afternoon. Mr.
Speaker, my friend, my colleague, Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West went on a
tirade about Caricom and so forth. | just want to put something on the record here
this afternoon. Firstly, my Prime Minister, and every one of us here today on the
Government side, we do not apologise to this country for keeping our citizens safe
from narco-trafficking—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee:—weapons smuggling, human trafficking, as the Member stated, and
maritime criminal networks that have been invading our country over the last few
years, especially over the last 10 years under their watch, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | just want to state something on the record. My Prime

Minister did not threaten Venezuela. My Prime Minister did not insult any
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sovereign nation. My Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, did not
advocate for any intervention. My Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla Persad-
Bissessar, did not compromise any diplomatic norms and did not violate any
Caricom position here today, Mr. Speaker. | also want to state, our Prime Minister
did not deviate from any UN Charter—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee:—as what the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West is
talking about. So, I understand what he was trying to do. He was trying to fight
for his Leader of the Opposition because she was not able to speak and we were
not able to hear her Motion here this afternoon.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: Mr. Speaker, my colleague talked about Jamaica between 2010 to
2015. Recently, Jamaica suffered a devastating hurricane, Melissa, and it was our
Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, who was on the phone calling
and talking to the hon. Prime Minister of Jamaica and ensured mobilization for
food security. Food was sent to the people of Jamaica.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: That is what we did. That is what we did. So, for the Member to
come and say that we have some issues with Caricom, that is the furthest thing
from the truth. And, it was spelt out, | think two days ago, by the Member for
Oropouche East in his delivery that there is a new government in place in St.
Vincent. That spells out the seriousness of what transpired, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, let me get into some of the facts here on this Motion. The
amended Motion, Mr. Speaker, really now reflects reality, which was brought by

the Member for Oropouche East. The original Motion—
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Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, 48(1). There is no amended Motion. You have not put
the question on the amendment. The original Motion remains.

Mr. Speaker: No. | am advised by the Clerk, who knows this procedure better
than | think all of us here.

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: Overruled. Overruled.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: | am advised that the question is put at the end.

Mr. Imbert: But there is no amended Motion.

Mr. Speaker: Overruled, the Motion has been circulated. Overruled.

Hon. D. Lee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the original Motion
attempted to accuse our Prime Minister of inflammatory statements. | want to say
that the amendments by the Member for Oropouche East removed all fictional
claims in that Motion.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: This current Motion is now based on facts, accuracy and is
supportive of the Government’s actions, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, our Prime
Minister followed the Constitution, and, as | said, the UN Charter and diplomatic
norms. Our Prime Minister respected and respects sovereignty, non-intervention,
peaceful dispute resolution and international law. No deviation. We have not
deviated from any Caricom or UN positions, Mr. Speaker. Our Prime Minister’s
statements were always responsible, factual and lawful, Mr. Speaker. So, | do not
know what the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West is talking about
when he tried to go down a different route, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago’s national interests are affected by
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regional security. The Opposition is trying to claim—
Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, point of order, 44(10).
Hon. D. Lee: 41(10)?
Mr. Imbert: | am not speaking to you, 44(10). Mr. Speaker, since you have said
that the Motion is being amended, or we can speak on the amendment, can you
explain 44(10) to me please?
Mr. Speaker: 44(10)?
Mr. Imbert: 44(9):
“A Member who has spoken may speak again when a new question has
been proposed by the Speaker, such as a proposed amendment.”
Mr. Speaker: We will cross that bridge when we get there after the break.
Mr. Imbert: We will cross that bridge. What?
Mr. Speaker: After the break, we are still going on here.
Mr. Imbert: But Mr. Speaker, he is speaking on the amended Motion. How does
44(9) apply?
Mr. Speaker: 44(9) does not apply. It says:
“A Member who has spoken may speak again when a new question has been
proposed by the Speaker, such as a proposed amendment.”
This Member has not spoken. It does notapply. Overruled. Carry on, please.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, are you saying that when the question is put and the
amendment is approved, we can all speak again?
Mr. Speaker: | said when we get there, we will cross that bridge.
Mr. Imbert: We can all speak again.

Mr. Speaker: | never said that.
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Mr. Imbert: We will speak again.

Hon. D. Lee: Can | continue, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: Continue.

Hon. D. Lee: Thank you.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. D. Lee: Mr. Speaker, can | continue?

Mr. Speaker: Yes. Let us not exchange barbs from some distance. Please.

Hon. D. Lee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: | meant all—

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: You know, this juvenile penchant to get in the last word really must
come to an end you know. Continue.

Hon. D. Lee: Mr. Speaker, | do not know what is happening with Diego Martin
North/East. | do not know why he is imploding. Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and
Tobago’s national interests are affected by regional security. What is the reality,
Mr. Speaker? The reality is that we are suffering from cross-border trafficking,
illegal firearms, narco-submarines, human trafficking, illegal migration routes, and
organized criminal networks. That is what Trinidad and Tobago is suffering from.

3.55p.m.

So when my Prime Minister, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, the Member
for Siparia, is taking a strong stance to protect every citizen of Trinidad and
Tobago, we cannot apologize for that, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: If, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition feels, because we are strengthening

our relationship with the United States Government, something is wrong with that,
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we do not apologize for that here today.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: Because my Prime Minister is saying, we need all hands on deck to
fight what | just said, cross-border trafficking, illegal firearms, narco-submarines,
human trafficking. We at this point in time, we do not have the wherewithal to get
rid of these crimes, Mr. Speaker. And if we can get assistance for the Caricom and
Trinidad and Tobago with strengthening our relationship with the United States
Government, we do not apologize for that. Because at the end of the day the
country and the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago benefit and you are seeing the
results that are happening presently. We are seeing the results of what is happening
as we go along, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, there is no impasse between Trinidad and Tobago and
Venezuela as what my friend the Member for Port of Spamn North/St. Ann’s West
IS trying to allude. He knows that. He knows that. Because he has a very close
relationship with the Vice-President Delcy Rodriguez —and others. | hope people
are listening out there in the world, eh. 1 hope they are listening. He admits that.
He admits that. There is something about every time, you know, that we talk
about—nhe likes to, | do not know, | do not want to get into that. | do not want to
get into that. But he has a very close relationship with Vice-President Delcy
Rodriguez, and he always seems to somehow, you know, be on her side in
whatever way, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at what is happening between us and
Venezuela, there is no diplomatic protest. | do not know if Port of Spain North/St.
Ann’s West has anything. We have not recalled any ambassadors. There are no

suspensions of any agreements. Trinidad and Tobago/Venezuela relationship
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remains intact and functional, Mr. Speaker. That is a fact.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: That is a fact. Our Prime Minister’s statement, Mr. Speaker, as we
said, she has not disrespected or spoken negatively on any of our international
partners. There has been no damage done to our reputation, Mr. Speaker. Our
Prime Minister acts responsibly and always in the best interest of our citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago in everything since she came into governance on April 28,
2025. Even before, when she was Opposition leader she acted very responsibly in
all her dealings with Caricom and our international partners, Mr. Speaker.

| want to put it on the record, what the Member for Port of Spain North/St.
Ann’s West was trying to allude here today. Caricom is not at variance with our
Prime Minister’s statements. [ will say it. Caricom is not at variance with our
Prime Minister’s statement. If you go back to the track record, Mr. Speaker, and
you look at the Caricom communiques over the past few years, Mr. Speaker, you
will realize that those communiques have been recognized as regional stability,
highlighting trafficking, Caricom and Trinidad and Tobago, all of Caricom has
been highlighting trafficking and security risks. They have been highlighting to
encourage global partnership for stability. Our Prime Minister’s position aligns
perfectly with our Caricom brothers and sisters.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. D. Lee: Our foreign policy under our Prime Minister is coherent and
measured, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this Government has maintained stability,
peaceful diplomacy, consistent international positioning and no deviation from
long-standing Caricom or Caribbean traditions, Mr. Speaker. So when you look at

the original Motion that they are trying to bring here this afternoon, Mr. Speaker, it



Caricom (Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago?g 2025.11.28
Commitment)

Hon. D. Lee (cont’d)

is far from the truth.

Now, | am sorry that the Member for Arima was not able to contribute this
afternoon, Mr. Speaker. Sometimes | am interested in listening to what the
Member has to say. But | am very unfortunate that | did not get to hear her
contribution.

Ms. Beckles: [Inaudible]—“doh worry.”

Hon. D. Lee: “Ah?” Pardon?

Ms. Beckles: [Inaudible]

Hon. D. Lee: Okay. | guess she will say it outside at a press conference. Alright?
So the Member for Arima will call a press conference sometime tomorrow.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Hon. D. Lee: So, Mr. Speaker, | just want to put on the record as far as national
security which is part of this Motion and what has been happening in our country.
Up to today, Mr. Speaker, the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard is still missing
from the—you know, a coast guard member, is still missing from the narco-
submarine that happened under the PNM’s watch, Mr. Speaker. So, I am sure my
colleague from Tunapuna would expand a bit on that later on. Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Hon. Member: “He talking today?”

Hon. D. Lee: Yes. He will be debating today. He will be debating today.

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]

Mr. Alexander: “Allyuh aint saying nutting.”

Hon. D. Lee: Mr. Speaker, really and truly, I want to compliment our Prime
Minister for the great, fantastic work she has been doing as Prime Minister since

coming into being on April 28th,
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: She has taken, as they say, the hard stance that is required to keep
our citizens safe. Not everyone would agree with her stance, Mr. Speaker, but at
the end of the day her results would be successful and it will lead to positivity in
our country, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, when you look at the numbers of our crime situation, it is
down, Mr. Speaker. It is trending downwards. We had a meeting this morning and
the Attorney General was—it is trending downwards. It augurs well for the short
time that we have been in Government, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: Under their watch for 10 years it has been trending upwards. They
had so many different Ministers of National Security, even the Member for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West was a Minister of National Security—

Mr. Alexander: And one month.

Hon. D. Lee: When you look at the Venezuelan situation at the time under his
watch, Mr. Speaker, the illegal migrants that came over from Venezuela and what
was done, and when we pleaded with them to not do certain things, they did not
take us on, Mr. Speaker, and the country is now suffering because of some those
decisions that they took, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Alexander: Correctis right.

Hon. D. Lee: We are correcting that here today.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: When it comes to trade, energy as part of the Motion, Mr. Speaker,
my colleague from Oropouche East has been doing a fantastic job as Minister of

Energy and Energy Industries.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: The results that are in place that are due to happen, Mr. Speaker, are
second to none.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: In the short time that this Government has been in place, when you
look at trade and investments that are going to be flowing in this country shortly,
Mr. Speaker, we have to do it. We have to take the hard decisions led by our hon.
Prime Minister the Member for Siparia, and she is doing that. She is doing that. In
the short—if you analyze her track record in the short time that she has been Prime
Minister since April 28t, Mr. Speaker—and that is why they are jealous, you
know. They are jealous because of the things that our Prime Minister is doing.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: They are jealous, because they could notdo it in 10 years—

Hon. Members: We did it in months.

Hon. D. Lee:—and you are seeing a new team in Government that has been
delivering to the people. We have taken away—when the people are condemning
us for certain things, for closing down the URP and so forth, Mr. Speaker, it is
because we are trying to save the country and the people, Mr. Speaker, and we will
be proven right in a short few months, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: When you look at the things in respect to trade and infrastructure
and so forth in our country today, the tremendous work that the Member for Couva
South is doing in the public utilities area.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee: “Ah know he going to jump up on 48(1).” Alright. So that is why



Caricom (Reaffirm Trinidad and Tobago?f 2025.11.28
Commitment)

Hon. D. Lee (cont’d)

they tried to bring a Motion to condemn our Prime Minister, because they just
cannot deal with the delivery that this Government is doing.

Mr. Alexander: Yeah. They just cannot.

Hon. D. Lee: They just cannot deal with it. Now, they have a past Prime
Minister, not the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Ms. Ameen: The former, former.

Mr. Alexander: The former, former.

Hon. D. Lee: The former, former. | do not know, all of a sudden he is calling
more press conferences than when he was Prime Minister. He is not allowing my
friend from Arima to really—

Mr. Alexander: To speak.

Hon. D. Lee:—be the Leader of the Opposition and to speak. Now, | am sure
what happened here this afternoon, | really apologize, Member for Arima, that
your former, former—

Mr. Alexander: Yeah.

Hon. D. Lee:—Prime Minister would not be happy with what happened here today
to you all.

Mr. Alexander: “Doh” be surprised.

Hon. D. Lee: Right? He would not be happy. Alright? | am sure he is going to
make some kind of statement.

Ms. Ameen: From the goat farm.

Hon. D. Lee: But at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, | want to in wrapping up,
because there is not much more | can add.

Mr. Alexander: There is nothing there.

Hon. D. Lee: There is not much more | can add, Mr. Speaker. But | want to
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compliment and congratulate my colleague, the Member for Oropouche East for
bringing these amendments—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. D. Lee:—to this Motion. It gives more truth, clarity and accountability of
what this present Government led by the hon. Kamala Persad-Bissessar has been
leading her troupes since April the 28t and making a positive difference in all the
lives of every citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. | thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.

Mr. Marvin Gonzales (Arouca/Lopinot): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for
recognizing me. Let me say, Mr. Speaker, from the onset, that | wish to
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition for her foresight, the Member of
Parliament for Arima, for filing this very important Motion for debate here this
afternoon, especially, Mr. Speaker, given the issues that have been affecting this
country and the entire region, and the fears being experienced by citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago and the region, with what is taking place in our seas.

This Motion, Mr. Speaker, gives us an opportunity, despite the attempts by
Members of the Government to try to suppress voices, we will soldier on and we
will speak on behalf of the people who send us here to advocate on behalf of their
interests, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, when this Motion was filed together with
other Motions, we were not aware that today the issues addressed in this Motion
would be on the front pages of our national newspapers. As a matter of fact, when
we decided last week when | served notice on my colleague opposite that we will
debate this Motion, the issues raised in the Motion as filed by the Member for

Arima, Leader of the Opposition, whilst, yes, being live issues in Trinidad and
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Tobago, we realized that in the days preceding and even today, the matters had
become more profound, that are required for deliberations and ventilation in this
Parliament, Mr. Speaker.
4.10 p.m.
Mr. Speaker, this Motion—and | will try not to repeat, but there are aspects of this
Motion—if you allow me to, it states that:
“...whereas public statements attributed to the Prime Minister regarding
these developments have been viewed as inflammatory, and injurious to the
reputation and interests of Trinidad and Tobago, generating public concern
and diplomatic unease;”
The second recital:
“...whereas Trinidad and Tobago’s national interests—including citizen
safety, regional security, trade, aviation, fisheries, and energy cooperation—
are directly affected by relations with the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela;”
Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago, over the years, since our independence, and
under the leadership of our first Prime Minister, Dr. Eric Williams, has been a
leader in regional development and regional integration. To craft a foreign policy,
Mr. Speaker, that will ensure that we in this region—not only in Trinidad and
Tobago—but we in this region, when we speak to our colleagues around the world,
our foreign policy is clear and that we represent the views of the millions of people
in the Caribbean when we speak with one voice to protect our collective interest.
It is for that reason, Dr. Eric Williams, Forbes Burnham, Errol Barrow, and some
of the leaders in the region, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Barbados—Guyana

decided, in 1973, to form this very important body that we today call Caricom.
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It has not been an easy road. We have had our challenges, but most importantly,
despite our challenges, we have done well as a region because we have operated
and we have crafted a foreign policy that would have protected, not only us here in
Trinidad and Tobago, but the entire region, and it was not easy, Mr. Speaker.
When the then Prime Minister of Barbados made a very famous statement that we
are satellites of none, but friends of all, it is a very profound statement because
they have realized back then, 1973, that we in the Caribbean, our foreign policy
must be anchored in certain tenets, where we do not get ourselves involved in
disputes where it can undermine our national security, and undermine our
economic and trade circumstances.

Mr. Speaker, it is interesting that despite attempts by the Prime Minister to make
certain unfortunate statements about the relevance of Caricom today, you will not
believe that Trinidad and Tobago, being a leader in Caricom, being one of the
founding members of Caricom, the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, the
Member of Parliament for Siparia, unfortunately, made statements to the extent
that Caricom is no longer a viable partner for Trinidad and Tobago; very
unfortunate. None of us here would believe that a Prime Minister would make
statements to that effect. Mr. Speaker—

Mr. Speaker: | think for the accuracy of the public record, | do not think the
statement was “viable”, I think it is “reliable”.

Mr. M. Gonzales: Thank you very much for your guidance, Mr. Speaker. But
worst yet. The Prime Minister said that Caricom is no longer a reliable partner.
This is the leader of Trinidad and Tobago, the leader of a country that was
responsible, and being the founding member of Caricom, that benefitted us in

Trinidad and Tobago in such a great way in trade relations, in energy security, and
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all of these matters.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues opposite will be quite aware, they are quite
aware that our—

Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Yeah. Our partner, Caricom, it accounts for $9 billion
of exports, or 14 per cent of total exports to the region—3$9 billion of exports and
14 per cent of total exports, $1 billion of imports.

Mr. Speaker, despite the attempt by my colleagues because of—and we have
to thank you, Mr. Speaker, most respectfully, for allowing the debate to continue
and ensuring that this Motion, that is before us today, is debated. Because, Mr.
Speaker, you would recall that, | think it was the Member of Parliament for
Tunapuna, standing in this Parliament and moving a Motion and “beg to move”,
and we on this side, together with you, allowed the Member to continue with his
debate.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: We allowed the Member to continue with the debate. Because
we recognize that despite procedures and Standing Orders, that what we are doing
here today, the public must benefit from our deliberations, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: The public must benefit from our deliberations, and that is why
we thank you very much for that. Despite the attempts to stifle dissent and what
have you, thank God, today we are continuing to debate this very Motion.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: We would not do like them. We would not do like them. We

will not do like them. The Member for Tunapuna, if he wants, he can do the same
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thing, but we will ensure that debate continues in this country. We would ensure.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, let me point to you—you would be surprised, Mr.
Speaker, that on the website of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs—
very interesting, eh, Mr. Speaker. We have a Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM
Affairs, even though the Prime Minister is of the view that Caricom is no longer a
reliable partner, we have a Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs—and let
me read out to you—you can go on the website. You can go to the website and
you can point to “Foreign Policy”, Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy. And it
reads as follows—I want to read it for the benefit of the listening and viewing
audience.

What is Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy? Despite what we are
witnessing here today in this country by a government that has scandalized and
desecrated almost 63 years of hard work, 63 years of hard work since our
independence, we have crafted a foreign policy that is relevant, that is predictable
and one that is not contradictory. It is for that reason, over the years, that Trinidad
and Tobago is a respected country, not only in the region, Trinidad and Tobagois a
respected country all over the world because of our strong foreign policy, thanks to
the People’s National Movement.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: I want to read the “Foreign Policy” as stated on the Ministry of
Foreign and CARICOM Affairs’ website:
“As a small island developing state, with all the attendant
characteristics of small population, limited resources, economic openness

and vulnerability to the volatility of international developments and to
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natural disasters, strategically located and blessed with rich energy
resources, Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy is founded on the tenets of:
e Respect for the sovereignty and sovereign equality of all states; Non-
interference in the internal affairs of other states, qualified by acceptance of
the responsibility of the international community to take collective action in
cases of gross domestic violations of human rights or genocide;
e Respect and adherence to international law and to the principles of the

Charter of the United Nations.”

That is the foreign policy of Trinidad and Tobago as stated on the website of
the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. And it continues that:

“Trnidad and Tobago’s foreign policy accordingly seeks to maintain,
develop or enhance relations with strategic countries at the bilateral, regional
and multilateral levels and to participate actively in the multilateral arena (the
United Nations, its Specialised Agencies; the Non-aligned Movement; the
Group of 77; the Commonwealth; the Organization of American States; the
African, Pacific and Caribbean Group of states (ACP); World Trade
Organization (WTO)...”

These are the fundamental tenets of Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy,
further anchored by the United Nations Charter, further anchored when, in 2014,
we had none other but the Prime Minister, as she was then and as she is today, of
Trinidad and Tobago, in 2014, in Havana, on January29, 2014, signing a
declaration, a proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a “Zone of

b

Peace’

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales:—as a “Zone of Peace”.
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So, if the Prime Minister, in 2014, declares Trinidad and Tobago a “Zone of
Peace”, then what happens in 20257 What happens in 2025? Mr. Speaker, it
shows the violent contradictions from Members opposite. The Minister of Foreign
and CARICOM Affairs reported, when he was asked, “What is happening in the
Caribbean Sea? What is happening in the Caribbean Sea with the build-up of
military assets? What is going on?”, the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM
Affairs, as reported in the newspapers in August 2025, declared that Trinidad and
Tobago is, in fact, a Zone of Peace. They are speaking from all sides of their
mouths. Depending on what is happening today, they answer in a particular way,
and depending on what is happening at the other time, they will answer in a
particular time, and I will quote, Mr. Speaker.

A report in the Express newspapers by Ria Taitt, August 23, 2025—
and that report also made reference to the Ambassador to Caricom, the hon.
Ralph Maraj. | have taken the time, Mr. Speaker, to go through the
fundamental tenets of Trinidad and Tobago’s foreign policy, one of which is
non-interference in the affairs of sovereign states, and to respect the rights
and the sovereignty of other countries. But let me go back to the issue of
Trinidad and Tobago and the Caribbean being a Zone of Peace. Because
when the current Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs was asked
about what is happening in the region, the Minister was reported to have said
that we are good friends with the people of Venezuela. We have no issue
with the people of Venezuela, and | wish to reaffirm that Trinidad and
Tobago—“Meanwhile, Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs Sean
Sobers said...”—that—"...there was no ‘operation’”—no—"(military

engagement) as far as the Government is aware...”—in the Caribbean.,
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With all that is taking place—and that is the issue. With all that is taking
place, the Minister said, “Well, there is no operation.”

“He said Trinidad and Tobago remains a zone of peace.”

This is the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs.

Today, the Prime Minister, the Member for Siparia, is going before the
United Nations General Assembly, declaring that Trinidad and Tobago is not a
Zone of Peace. So | want to ask the Government today, where do you stand?
Because if you ask the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, as is being
accurately reported:

“He said Trinidad and Tobago...”—is—"...azone of peace.”

The Prime Minister and some of her other Cabinet Ministers are saying that
Trinidad is not a Zone of Peace. The inconsistency in our foreign relations will
damage 60 years of hard work built by all of our leaders to ensure the safety of the
people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: And the way in which the Prime Minister is managing our
foreign relations and our foreign policy, it will take only a PNM Government to
come into power to repair this irreversible damage that is being done by this
Government, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

4.25 p.m.

And let me now go to the Ambassador for Caricom, because one minute
Caricom is an unreliable partner, you declare that Caricom is an unreliable partner,
but you have a Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs. So you are having a

Ministry to engage partners that you regard as not reliable. Then one Ralph
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Maharaj, who is the Ambassador for Caricom, is saying that we should have
regime change in Venezuela. The Ambassador for Caricom, representing Trinidad
and Tobago, is on record in calling for regime change, which has violated the
fundamental tenets of our foreign policy. It has violated the UN charter on these
very issues, and most importantly, the very fundamental Proclamation as signed by
the Prime Minister in Havana in January 29t, 2014, which states, and | wish to
quote for the viewing public this document.

“Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of Peace.

2. Our permanent commitment to solve disputes through peaceful means
with the aim of uprooting forever threat or use of force in our
region...”—in the Caribbean region, in the Latin American region.

This is what this country committed to when we signed this Proclamation.

“3. The commitment of the States of the region with their strict obligation
not to intervene, directly or indirectly, in the internal affairs of any
other State and observe the principles of national sovereignty, equal
rights and self-determination of peoples;

4. The commitment of the peoples of Latin American and Caribbean to
foster cooperation and friendly relations among themselves and with
other nations irrespective of differences in their political, economic, and
social systems or development levels; to practice tolerance and live
together in peace with one another as good neighbours...”

That is the reason why this Motion that we are debating here today is so

important when one takes into consideration the development in the entire region,
Mr. Speaker. And if we continue, and if this Government continues to blow hot

and cold and to damage and undermine our foreign relations where the Minister
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says one thing, the Prime Minister says one thing and the Ambassador for Caricom
IS saying the other, the question therefore should be rightly asked, what is our
foreign policy?

Because, Mr. Speaker, had it not been for our strong policy, notwithstanding
the fact that the Prime Minister did not cooperate and did everything that was
possible to undermine the Dragon deal before she was Prime Minister, she was
very happy when she became Prime Minister to go to the US, have discussions
with the Secretary of State and run to the media to declare that she has received an
OFAC licence. And therefore we are going to have good relations, because of the
good relations that we have had with the people of Venezuela. And before she gets
here she was boasting and that she was prepared, told us in this country and the
world, that she prepared to go to Venezuela to negotiate with them to get access to
the Dragon gas, Mr. Speaker.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs was also on record saying that
we are ready to go and negotiate, but whilst you do so, whilst you do so, you are
conducting yourself in a manner where the people of Venezuela are looking at us
with “cokey eye” and calling us a vassal State. What we are doing, Mr. Speaker,
and what the Government is doing is undermining and damaging our foreign
policy.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 48(6). At no time did the hon.
Prime Minister said that she was going to Venezuela to negotiate any gas deal, at
no time.

Hon. Member: “Huh.” What!

Mr. Padarath: If you check the public record the question was asked of the hon.
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Prime Minister of negotiations, who will conduct negotiations. She said there is
the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs, there is a Minister of Energy and there
Is herself, but she never indicated at any time that she was going to Venezuela.
And that is in the public record. Hon. Member should be made to withdraw that.
It is untrue.
Mr. Speaker: Okay. If you are not sure of the accuracy of it, | will ask you to
withdraw it, but however we have arrived at the tea break so you will have the 45
minutes to check on it. So we will resume at 5.15 p.m. Thank you very much.
House suspended for 45 minutes.

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.15p.m.: Sitting resumed.
Mr. Speaker: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: You have seven minutes left of regular time—
Mr. M. Gonzales: | will take my 15—,
Mr. Speaker: Yes. Soyouwill have 22 minutes.
Mr. M. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, before we
took the break my colleague from Couva South had raised a Standing Order
objecting to a statement | made with respect to statements made by the hon. Prime
Minister. Mr. Speaker, when we speak in this Parliament we make references to
what is in public domain, what is captured, may be sometimes on social media, |
try not to quote things on social media much, what is broadcast on television, what
is broadcast on radio and in the print newspapers, and you try your best to stick to
some of these things. Mr. Speaker, | just want to point your attention to a Trinidad

and Tobago Express report, dated October3rd, 2025. | am just referring to the
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Express.

Mr. Imbert: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Trinidad and Tobago Express report, dated October3rd, 2025,

and the headline, Mr. Speaker, is:
“PMready to visit Venezuela...”

And | quote, Mr. Speaker, if you allow me to.
“Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar says she stands ready to travel to
Venezuela and hold negotiation talks on the Dragon gas field.”

Hon. Members: Wow, wow. “Hmmm.”

Mr. Imbert: Video as well.

Mr. M. Gonzales: Please allow me to continue.
“Speaking to the media on her return from the United States on Wednesday
night at the Piarco International Airport VIP lounge, she said Trinidad and
Tobago had always stood in solidarity with the people of Venezuela.
The Prime Minister said the resurrection of the Dragon gas arrangement was
a ‘big win’ for"—Trinidad and Tobago.

“Abig win”, Mr. Speaker, for Trinidad and Tobago.
“When asked who would lead talks to the Dragon gas project, the Prime
Minister said she was willing to travel...to lead negotiations with the
Venezuelan government.”

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and crosstalk]

Mr. Imbert: On video.

Mr. M. Gonzales: She said that she was with—and, Mr. Speaker, | am relying on

what was reported in several newspapers in Trinidad and Tobago.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. M. Gonzales: And it is on video. Not one, not two, not three—

Mr. Imbert: Onradio.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales:—onradio, on television, video, Mr. Speaker.
“When asked who would lead talks to the Dragon gas project, the Prime
Minister said she was willing to travel to Venezuela to lead negotiations
with the Venezuelan government.”

Can you believe that, Mr. Speaker? “Dey say one ting today, dey say another thing

tomorrow, dey say something else next week”, whenever it pleases them—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: however it pleases them, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 48(6). At no time in any of those

newspaper articles do they, in quotation marks, attribute those comments directly

from the utterances of the Prime Minister.

Hon. Members: [Laughter and crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: | do not think you meant to impute improper motive, right? So let

us make that clear. Go ahead.

Mr. M. Gonzales: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, can you believe a Prime Minister saying, based

on media reports, saying that she was willing to go to Venezuela to negotiate the

Dragon gas deal on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago is imputing

Improper motives?

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
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Mr. Speaker: That was an interjection. It has been dealt with. Why are you
seeking to gild the lily? ‘You have said that five times, just, let us move on.
Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, I will move on, but the Standing Order is
constantly being raised. And to end what | am saying here, the report, Mr.
Speaker, according to the Prime Minister:
“We have several people”—when asked who she is going with to negotiate
with the Venezuelan Government.
| do not know who she is going to negotiate with.
“We have several people. We have my Minister of Foreign Affairs...”—
Mr. Zone of Peace—“we have two ministers in the Ministry of Energy; and
of course, you have me!”
She responded in quotation marks, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: In quotation marks, Mr. Speaker. And | am going to repeat it
for the listening and viewing audience, because people ought to know that a lot of
the leaders and people who present themselves, Mr. Speaker, they speak on all
sides of their mouth. No integrity whatsoever, none whatsoever.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: No. Withdraw that line. Withdraw that last part.
Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker. | withdraw that last part.
Mr. Speaker: Yeah.
Mr. M. Gonzales: But | want to say that when leaders speak in this way, Mr.
Speaker, the people cannot take them seriously, they cannot take them seriously.

This is what the Prime Minister is reported to be saying:
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“We have several people. We have my Minister of Foreign Affairs; we
have two ministers in the Ministry of Energy...”—two? Who is the next
one?
Mr. Speaker: You repeated that twice, you know.
Mr. M. Gonzales:—“and of course you have me!”—she responded, Mr. Speaker.
And, Mr. Speaker, not long after, not long after you had the Venezuelan
Vice-President, and the reason why | am raising these issues in the context of the
Motion, is that when we trample upon our strong foreign policy people do not want
to hear from us. Negotiations that should have continued for the benefit of the
people of Trinidad and Tobago to protect their interest they will have no need to
listen or to hear from us. Because they do not know where we stand on very
important foreign policy, Mr. Speaker. Because shortly after, the Prime Minister
was the subject of discussion in the Parliament of our closest neighbour.
Something that has never happened since our independent history.
She was the subject of a Motion, with large protest taking place all over
Venezuela, Mr. Speaker. It has never happened—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales:—because of the manner in which we conductourselves and our
foreign policy. It has never happened, protests all over, and in the National
Assembly of Venezuela the Prime Minister was declared persona non grata. What
a shame, what a shame—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales:—a national shame, Mr. Speaker, persona non grata.
Mr. Speaker, these issues are very important because we had all kinds of

accusation and counter-accusations taking place between Ministers of Government
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in Trinidad and Tobago and Ministers of Government in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela. You had the Minister of Homeland Security saying all kinds and all
manners of things about his counterpart in VVenezuelan.

Mr. Alexander: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Gonzales: It has never happened, Mr. Speaker. You had the Minister of
Security in Venezuelan saying all manners of things about our esteemed Prime
Minister.

Mr. Alexander: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, | am not saying that it is right one way or the
other. It is not right one way or the other. One calling one a drug trafficker, the
other one calling one this, the other one calling one that, the other one calling one
this, when Ministers are behaving unbefitting of their office.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Not recognizing the power of the words that you carry when
you occupy high public office. You damage relationships, relationships that take
years to build, Mr. Speaker. Our founding fathers took years to weave our foreign
policy.

Mr. Alexander: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Gonzales: And | do not wish to be interrupted by my colleague from
Tunapuna, because that is all he does. He could never speak in this Parliament.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: But then sit down and make all kinds of statements, Mr.
Speaker. But these are very important issues, because we need to have relations

with our closest neighbours, especially on issues of national security in terms of
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economic advancement, Mr. Speaker. Because it is our citizens that benefit from
it, it is our citizens that benefit from it.

5.25p.m.

It is very unfortunate that after the Prime Minister, boasting that she got her licence
that the previous Government could not have gotten after she did everything not to
cooperate whilst she was in Opposition, boasted that she got the Dragon gas
licence and that she was now willing to speak to the people of Venezuela and to
the Government of Venezuela. And, shortly after, because of bad relations, she
had to be declared persona non grata. And, after she was declared persona non
grata, she said that that she was not willing to go to Venezuela again and that she
was never interested in the gas project.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: What is this about? A Prime Minister behaving in this way,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, my colleague from Caroni Central—I always make a
mistake and always refer to him as Pointe-a-Pierre, but it is Caroni Central. He is
all over the place you know.

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. M. Gonzales: Cannot settle on one constituency. [Laughter] Made
reference—

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. M. Gonzales: No, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: The irony of that is not lost on me, right.

Mr. M. Gonzales: No. That is my good colleague from Pointe-a-Pierre—I mean
Caroni Central, Mr. Speaker. [Laughter]

Hon. Members: [Laughter]
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Mr. Speaker: Yes
Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, after the Prime Minister declared Caricom to be
an unreliable partner, this is one of the leading newspapers in the region, the
Stabroek News, commenting on the conduct of our Prime Minister—
Mr. Padarath: [Inaudible]
Mr. M. Gonzales: | know you are not interested, but | am going to read it into the
record of this Parliament, because it is the facts.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: The Stabroek News, November 1st, 2025—
Mr. Imbert: That is a PNM [Inaudible]
Mr. M. Gonzales: He is saying that the PNM wrote that.
Hon. Members: [Laughter]
Mr. M. Gonzales:
“The recent remarks attributed to the Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago, ascertaining that Caricom is”—and | quote—"‘no longer a reliable

b

partner...” are deeply troubling and risk undermining one of the most
enduring pillars of regional cooperation and development. Such a stance
threatens not only diplomatic harmony but also the progress made toward
economic integration, shared security and cultural unity across the
Caribbean.”
This is the Stabroek newspaper talking about Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime
Minister, very damning—never happened since our independent history. |
continue:

“While leaders are right to demand efficiency and accountability from

regional institutions, disengaging through public doubt, rather than
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constructive dialogue serves only to weaken the region. The Caribbean has

long recognized, that unity amplifies our voice in globe affairs and

strengthens our resilience in the face of shared economic climate and
security threats.

Beyond diplomatic implications, any move towards disengagement
from Caricom would carry significant economic cost for Trinidad and
Tobago.  Caricom partners account for major exports markets for
Trinidadian products, manufactured goods...”
| wish the people of this country and the region could understand what | am

saying, because my colleague from Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West made the
point.

“Caricom partners account for major export markets for Trinidadian
manufactured goods, energy products and financial services. Loosing
preferential access, shared regulatory systems, and regional labour mobility
would threaten business confidence and investment flows. Independent
analyses of similar regional withdrawals suggest transitional and trade-loss
costs easily reaching into the US $1-3billion range, funds Trinidad and
Tobago can ill-afford to divert in a time of globe uncertainty.”

That is what we are dealing with. That is the extent—that is the damage that
can be done to this country's economic interest if we do not manage our foreign
policy well and if we allow the Prime Minister and the Government to continue to
behave and conduct themselves to undermine our foreign policy, Mr. Speaker.
And, that is the reason why the Member of Parliament for Arima and the Leader of
the Opposition was well positioned to pilot this debate to allow us to ventilate

these very important issues.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: To allow us to ventilate these very important issues, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, it was in December 14, 2025, when we talked about Caricom
not being a reliable partner, said by—
Mr. Speaker: | do not think we got to December.
Mr. M. Gonzales: December 14t 2025. thank you for you guidance, Mr.
Speaker.
Mr. Speaker: We are still in November.
Mr. M. Gonzales: No, | am going to make reference to a matter, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk and laughter]
Mr. M. Gonzales: Sorry. Yes, yes. Mr. Speaker, let me—
Hon. Members: [Crosstalk]
Mr. M. Gonzales: Yeah, you all could say whatever you want. | am speaking to
the people, Mr. Speaker.
Ms. Mohit: They do not want to hear you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. M. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, there was a declaration dated December 14t
2023, a declaration between Guyana and Venezuela to de-escalate tension. During
that time, Mr. Speaker, many of my colleagues on both sides would recall that
there was tension developing between Venezuela and our neighbour, Guyana with
respect to a territorial dispute. It is because of Caricom being a reliable partner,
not an unreliable partner according to the Prime Minister—It was Caricom nations
and Caricom leaders that invited the President of Guyana and the President of

Venezuela in St. Vincent. They met in St. Vincent to discuss the issues between
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Venezuela and the people of Guyana, Mr. Speaker.

When we on this side of the world were becoming very nervous with respect
to the tension that was developing between those two countries, our leaders in the
Caribbean, anchoring their belief in our strong foreign policy, anchoring their
belief on that declaration that was signed in Havana in January 2014, Mr. Speaker,
got the parties, Venezuela and Guyana, to sign the famous Declaration of Argyle
that deescalated tension between Venezuela and the people of Guyana. It shows
when we hold true to our philosophy and our principles not to get directly involved
in internal affairs and to act as brokers of peace in the region. That when disputes
arise from time to time, as they are expected to, that once we hold firm to our
fundamental tenets, we can be leaders. We can call all our partners around the
table to have those matters resolved and disputes resolved and we preserve our
peace and we preserve our order and to ensure that we have a region where peace
prevails, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have?

Mr. Speaker: Fourminutes. Well actually three.
Mr. M. Gonzales: Three minutes, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, as we speak today, the people of Tobago are wondering what is
happening. The people of Tobago cannot sleep because one morning, Mr.
Speaker, they got up and they heard that there were military vessels and a military
aircraft at the ANR Robinson International Airport. When the Prime Minister was
asked about the presence of the military aircraft, she said, “Well they came to fix
roads”, or something like that.

Hon. Member: Yeah, yeah.
Mr. M. Gonzales: They came to fix roads, so you have nothing to worry about .

And, as far as | am concerned—I am paraphrasing—you have no marines in
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Tobago. This is what the Prime Minister is saying. And one day after, one day
after, the same Prime Minister, the same Member for Siparia, had to come and
admit—

Hon. Member: Shame!

Mr. M. Gonzales:—had to come and admit to the people of Trinidad and Tobago
in the most shameless way—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales:—that what in fact happened in Tobago was the construction of
a radar. That is not the way in which we conduct our foreign affairs, Mr. Speaker,
| can tell you.

5.35p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | can tell you that when you have military radars being constructed in
any country, immediately you become a target. You can read about what is taking
place in Ukraine, that everywhere you construct a military radar, that is a prime
target by your adversaries and today in this Motion, the Prime Minister, by
mismanaging our foreign policy, has endangered the lives of the people of Tobago
and the people of Trinidad, endangered the lives, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales: And therefore we call upon the Prime Minister to hold—

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Who is absent from the Chamber.

Mr. M. Gonzales:—who is absent and always absent from the Chamber—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales:—to hold firm to our principles as espoused in the UN Charter.
Hold firm to the principles in CELAC. Hold firm to our foreign policy and protect

the people of Trinidad and Tobago because that is what preserved us since our
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independence and it will continue to preserve us as we move forward, Mr. Speaker.
And therefore | wish to commend the Leader of the Opposition for piloting this
Motion—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. M. Gonzales:—so that we in the Opposition can continue to voice our
concerns on these very important matters and to call and condemn the Government
for the gross manner and the disrespectful manner that they have managed the
foreign policy of Trinidad and Tobago. I thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Member for Mayaro.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
and in the Office of the Prime Minister (Mr. Wilfred Morris): Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker. We have just heard the Member for Arouca/Lopinot speak
about persona non grata in the Venezuelan Parliament, but today we have broken
a record when the Opposition Leader made her own self persona non grata when
she could not even debate her own Motion in this Parliament.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, for the past two to three hours, we have heard about
foreign policy and foreign policy from that side, but | want to remind them about
their foreign policy. For 10 years, they used planes like the bus route. They were
from country to country without a single return of investment to this country.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: For 10 years, all they could offer this country from their trips
was yam. Up to now, we cannot find the yam. In eight months, led by the hon.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar, together with Sean Sobers, Minister of Foreign and
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CARICOM Affairs, we have done more in eight months than you have done in 10
years.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, within two months of assuming office, a member of
the G20, the Prime Minister of India visited this country because Trinidad and
Tobago was once more open for investment and business.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: You see, Mr. Speaker, within the last eight months, this Ministry
of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, because of the leadership of the hon. Kamla
Persad-Bissessar and the stewardship of Minister Sean Sobers has become a
delivery Ministry. No longer is foreign affairs about pictures. No longer is foreign
affairs a lime with the boys in New York.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: You see, Mr. Speaker, we went to the UNGA in September, and
| take ownership of these words because we saw the Member for Arima there. On
Facebook, you will see the Member for Arima posting pictures with foreign
leaders, but what the country does not know is those foreign leaders were not met
in @ meeting or a bilateral meeting. They were in the corridors, running them down
for a selfie, when the delegation of this country, led by the hon Kamla
Persad-Bissessar and Sean Sobers, was doing the work for this country, Mr.
Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: Let me tell you. In the past 8 months, this country has received a
limb fitment camp because of the Indian visit. In the past 8 months, because of the

foreign policy, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar literally sat down with sheikhs at
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the UN and today, Mr. Speaker, literally today, Sean Sobers is not here because he
and Minister John are in Dubai getting investments for this country. That is the
foreign affairs of this country, the foreign policy of this Government.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: You see, Mr. Speaker, today | stand on behalf of the people of
Mayaro and Rio Claro. Because we are a rural community, but we have been
battered by the scourge and the cancer of narco-trafficking, of human trafficking,
of transnational crime—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris:—and today, as a young Member of Parliament, | thank the Prime
Minister for standing with the country, standing courageously to ensure that we can
have an all-country approach in protecting the people of this country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: You see, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition likes to come and spew
words and they like to twist the stories but in the papers yesterday, Trinidad
Express, November26, 2025.
“Business groups in Trinidad and Tobago see United States General Dan
Caine’s visit as a positive step in strengthening bilateral relations between
the two countries.
Director of the Confederation of Regional Business Chambers...said the
high-level’—meeting and—*“discussions...”—will—".. foster deeper trust
and economic development.”
That is the foreign policy of this Government, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: Today | stand as a Member of a government proud to have a
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courageous and progressive leader and we support every statement, every action
and every cooperation undertaken by the Prime Minister to secure this country.
You see, Mr. Speaker, those on the other side have introduced a culture into this
Parliament now, of being unpatriotic. Two weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, we were
debating and they stood here to tell us the merits of alcohol and why we should not
increase the prices; that is what they stood for. We had the Member for Diego
Martin North/East, a long song and a dance about the merits of alcohol. Two days
ago, the very same Opposition stood in this Parliament to deny—at least to try to
deny people the opportunity to protect themselves in their homes when they voted
against the Home Invasion (Self-Defence and Defence of Property) Bill. And
today, this Motion—
Mr. Gonzales: Mr. Speaker, on48 (1)—
Mr. W. Morris: No, no, no. No, no, no—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris:—48(1) is relevant because | am talking about a continued culture
you have introduced and part three is this Motion. Because this Motion is just
masking you standing in the way of a government from protecting the people of
this country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: For 10 years, you did nothing but now in eight months you want
to stand against every single thing.

Mr. Speaker, | have heard Caricom, Caricom, Caricom, Caricom. You See,
when you go on ChatGPT and write your speech, you have to come and talk
Caricom, Caricom. But let me tell you something, no statement, no action by any

Member of this Government has ever said that we will disassociate or we will
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disregard our love and value for our Caricom brothers and sisters.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: You see, actions speak louder than words. It was Kamla
Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, who became the first
Prime Minister to action aid for Jamaica when our Caricom sister need help.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: You see, Mr. Speaker, Caricom, we are a bloc. We have a
shared history. We have shared values. We have a shared cricket team, but
because of our sovereignty and our diversity, there are times when Caricom
member states have differed in foreign policy. You see, those across here want
people listening at home to think that Caricom sticks together every single minute
from 6.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m., we are together. No, we love each other, we love our
brothers and sisters, but there is national interest and there is regional interest.

You see, Mr. Speaker, | want to point out something here. Caricom has
often differed with their foreign policy, their member nations. As we sit right now
in Caricom, some nations like Trinidad and Tobago, we upkeep the One China
policy. But there are other Caricom brothers and sisters and other nations that do
not upkeep the One China policy, but that does not mean that we are at war. That
does not mean that those countries who do not upkeep the One China policy are
not part of Caricom. It is part of their sovereignty and their national interest.

Mr. Speaker, let me quote an article here, 01 April, 2022:

“Caricom splt on Jamaica’s nomination for post of Commonwealth

Secretary General

Antigua Prime Minister Gaston Browne told the Caribbean Media

Corporation (CMC) that ‘Jamaica was party to a recent Caribbean
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Community (Caricom) consensus endorsing the re-election...‘l think

Jamaica’s proposed candidature for Commonwealth Secretary General, 1s a

monumental error, which could only serve to divide the Caribbean’.”
Imagine that. The Antiguan Prime Minister has issued a statement against another
country and hear what they said:

“...“which could only serve to divide the Caribbean’.”
So at times Caricom leaders have shared different views. At times, Caricom
countries have shared different foreign policies but it does not mean that you are
not part of Caricom. That is why my colleague, the senior, the one we call “the
lion”, had to come today to amend this Motion because nowhere we must be called
to reaffirm our support for Caricom when we still are a part of Caricom, we just
have a differing view.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: But you see, Mr. Speaker, | want to bring it closer to home. You
see, we listened to everybody on that side talk about, “Caricom sticks together.
Trinidad sticks with Caricom”.

“January10, 2019...

OAS Permanent Council...”
—approved a resolution—

“¢...tonot recognize the legitimacy...’”
—of a second term for Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Caricom was
disunited because Bahamas, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica and St. Lucia were among 19
states which approved the resolution. Trinidad and Tobago abstained. You
abstained. You were apart from Caricom. We did not come—

Hon. Member: They did not vote for Maduro?
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Mr. W. Morris: No, they did not vote for Maduro. They did not vote for
Maduro, but you come here today because we have a different position, a position
that is based on protecting this country, to say we must reaffirm.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: | want to go again. You see, Mr. Speaker, at times we weave a
web of deceit. Let me go again.
Hon. Members: [Inaudible]
Mr. W. Morris: Them, not us, never us. | want to raise another issue here.
Again, Caricom, 27 March, 2019. The OAS proposed a Motion for humanitarian
aid to enter Venezuela, i.e., there was a Motion to give food to the suffering people
of Venezuela. Caricom yet again disunited, but hear what, Trinidad and Tobago
abstained, that Government abstained. The Government who wants to tell you,
“we love Caricom”. The Government who wants to tell you, “we stand for
people”, abstained from Caricom’s position and they abstained from giving people
humanitarian aid. So this is the hypocrisy, that they continue to—
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, we heard zone of peace, zone of peace, zone of
peace. They all used the same piece of paper. CELAC 2014, yes, we signed on to
that in 2014. You know why? Because in 2014, the foreign policy of Kamla
Persad-Bissessar was to strengthen our ties, because you see, between 2010-2014,
we had the visit of then VP, Vice President Biden. You had the visit of President
Xi. You had the Prime Minister for the first time—they like to boast 63 years of
work and 50 years they have built the country.

It was a UNC Government led by Kamla Persad-Bissessar that opened the

very first embassy in China after 50-plus years.
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Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: So in that period between 2010-2015, the Prime Minister was on
a trajectory to ensure we strengthen global ties. But from 2014 to now, it is11l
years and issues have changed. The national community has changed. We are
now under attack from the effects of transnational crime, narcotics and human
trafficking.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Mr. W. Morris: But Mr. Speaker, | want to put something on record here. You
see, the Prime Minister went to the UNGA, the real thing, not the corridor, not
outside—

Hon. Members: [Laughter]

Mr. W. Morris:—she was by a seat and she spoke, she was invited, and the Prime
Minister said:

The notion that the Caribbean is a zone of peace has become a false ideal.

Far too many in this region see peace as an elusive promise because of the

murders, because of the narcotics and the firearms.
But Mr. Speaker, they want to turn that against us.

You see, what we are simply saying to you is that a zone of peace, the Zone
of Peace that was signed on in 2014, just ke how you signed on to Dragon “and it
have nutting”, they signed on in 2014 to the Zone of Peace but it has not
materialized. It has not materialized to the point we have had 600 people murdered
in cold blood last year in this country. And let me tell you something, what we are
saying, Mr. Speaker, is that a zone of peace is an asset and it is an ambition. But it
is not the reality which we face in this country, which we face in this region and

which we face in our constituencies and communities.
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But | want to quote, there was an individual, and | will tell you who the
individual is after I give you the quote.
5.50 p.m.
There was an individual who addressed Caricom not once, but twice, and his
statements were the same. This is The New York Carib News, 25t November. And
the individual told Caricom leaders at a regional symposium—hear is what the
individual said:
“...we are still being assailed by a rising tide of criminal conduct, the influx
of firearms and in recent times...organized criminal conduct penetrating our
region from as far away as Asia and of course, South America.”
The individual, again, went to a next Caricom meeting—Caricom website, April
17, 2023, hear is what he said. He said:
“...violence is threatening to destroy our paradise in the Caribbean Sea.”
The individual said:
“Violence in the Caribbean...threatens our lives, our economies...national
security and by extension every aspect of our well-being.”
You know who is that individual? None other than Keith Christopher Rowley.
The shadow leader of the Opposition.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. Member: The shadow leader of the Opposition?
Hon. Member: Yes, the shadow leader.
Hon. W. Morris: Yeah, the shadow leader because by tonight, we will see “ah set
ah releases” and everything. You see, Mr. Speaker, two years ago, the former,
former Prime Minister identified the very same struggle, the very same hardship

facing the people of this country. “Yuh know wa is different?”
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Mr. Elder: The will.

Hon. W. Morris: No, no. “Yuh know wa is different?” Siparia is the difference

because we have leadership.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: We have a Prime Minister that is willing to stand with our

global allies and stand for the people of Trinidad and Tobago and do what it takes.
Mr. Speaker, we have heard those on the other side—you see, there is a

reason the—I want to go back to CELAC. They talk about, “CELAC, CELAC,”

like you know, like CELAC is part of one of their constituencies. “Lemme tell yuh

something”, I led the delegation to CELAC two months ago—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris:—and | proudly gave the position of this country that was given

to me by Minister Sobers and the Prime Minister that we do not exist in a Zone of

Peace. So Arouca/Lopinot could “spin ah weave and make up things”. The

Minister Sobers, the Prime Minister and the Government have always been on the

same page. We are not like Diego Martin North/East who went out to say,

“Mistakes were made.” We do not make mistakes on this side, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: We do not make mistakes on this side. We do not. But you

see, Mr. Speaker, they gave people this false impression that, you know, once you

go to a regional meeting, “yuh hand cuff to everybody and if yuh vote, is de Gulag

fuh you. Lemme tell yuh something”. When we gave our position, we were not

isolated. We were not isolated because a number of countries stood with Trinidad

and Tobago and issued their own communiqué, and | will read it to you here:

The Governments of the undersigned states, members of Latin America and
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the Caribbean, present their respectful compliments and it is their procedure

in accordance with the statute, we reaffirm the sovereign rights of every

member state to express its national position when it deals with safety.
What it said, basically, is that the Republic of Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Dominica agreed with
Trinidad and Tobago that we are free to express our sovereignty to fight for the
safety of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: So “doh get tie up and chain up” by those, who all they could
have promised you in 10 years was yam. Right?

You see now, again, | want to commend the Member for Oropouche East
because you had—there was no other option but to amend this because it was false,
it was misleading. ‘“Man, yuh should actually write the Privileges Committee on
this kinda thing”.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: | want to read something. | want to read this:

“And whereas...security, trade, aviation, fisheries, and energy cooperation—

are directly...”

What?
“...directly...”—related to—"...Venezuela;”

Mr. Speaker, | want to tell you the greatest threat to our energy security has been
removed and it is the Opposition, Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: | want to tell you, Mr. Speaker, they want to talk about energy

cooperation, they were there and oil production went down to the lowest in 50
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years. They were there and Petrotrin crashed. They were there, the most plant
closures. So do not come here today and tell me that VVenezuela is key to energy
cooperation. When you were writing this, the Minister of Energy and Energy
Industries, Oropouche East, together with his colleague, Minister Kesar, they got
Exxon back. Oil production went over 50,000.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: So while you write a misleading picture, for the first time in a
decade, energy is up.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, you come to talk about trade. You come to talk
about trade with Venezuela, a country facing hyperinflation. You want to talk
about trade with Venezuela but chastise the United States. “When last half ah
allyuh ask to go to ah vacation in Caracas or Tucupita? Is New York yuh going, is
the US yuh going, is Florida yuh going”.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping andinterruption]

Hon. W. Morris: “Ohh, is UNJ. So doh come and tell me that yuh so concerned
bout trade”.

You come to talk about aviation. Mr. Speaker, under the Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation, Minister Eli Zakour, and Minister Sobers, we have
signed over five new aviation agreements. And | would like the Members—

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: | know the hon. Member for Arouca/Lopinot finds articles.
Venezuela has just issued an ultimatum for airlines to return. They said, “If yuh
doh return and yuh doh fly here, we will take back de whole licence.” The fact is,

people are not flying to there, but you come here, Arima, hon. Member, to tell us
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that, Trinidad and Tobago, “The plane will park up because we not working with
Venezuela.” That is absolute rubbish.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, | know the time is nearly up. Arima has not
spoken yet.

Ms. Beckles: “But ah thought yuh just say ah tell yuh?”

Hon. W. Morris: No, | want to put something on the record.

Ms. Beckles: “Make up yuh mind”.

Hon. W. Morris: You know, the hon. Member for Arima, we know it will not
happen but the least you can do if you are aspiring to be the Prime Minister of this
country is to understand the economics of this country. The trade with VVenezuela,
Mr. Speaker, we export US $5 million to Venezuela but yet, with the United
States, we export US $3 billion. But those on the other side want to come here and
say, “Why yuh with de Americans? Why yuh with de Americans?” You see, they
want to talk foreign policy.

Ms. Beckles: Who said that?

Hon. W. Morris: No, no, no. “Go back in yuh Hansard, go back in de newspaper
article. Yuh want to know? Leh meh ask yuh who said this”. We were in the other
place, the other building, and “dey bawl out, what Trump could do we?” That is
their foreign policy. “Dais dey foreign policy”.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping and interruption]

Hon. W. Morris: You see, Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West was talking about
how we got back the OFAC licence, but you see, to get back something, you have
to lose it. They lost the OFAC licence. And you know why? Because “what

Trump could do we? Dais your foreign policy”. Somebody has returned to the
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presidency but you said, “What Trump could do us?”

But | want to go again. You see, Mr. Speaker, when we stand here to talk
about fighting crime, when we stand here to create legislation, it is not because
“we just pick up ah paper, yuh know”, we were working in Opposition. In
Opposition, we had something called the Anti-Crime Town Hall Meetings. It is
there we created, together with the most brilliant Attorney General this country has
seen, hon. John Jeremie, legislation, we created ideas to fight crime.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]

Hon. W. Morris: But last January, we were fortunate to have the hon. Allen
Chastanet, presently—and | put that on Hansard—as of today, the Opposition
Leader, but you know, things are “yellowing up” in the Caribbean. So when Allen
Chastanet came here, the very next day, the former, former then Prime Minister,
then Prime Minister said, “He is the Caribbean Trump.” What do you mean by the
“Caribbean Trump™? 1 thought you had a Caricom party supporting each other,
and they all stayed quiet.

As a matter of fact, when Guyana came under attack from Venezuela, we
had to beg the PNM for a position. We had to beg the PNM for intervention but
you want to talk about “foreign policy”, Mr. Speaker? “Lemme tell you”, as we
speak about Caricom reaffirmation, let me, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign
and CARICOM Affairs, who is working for the country now, something that they
have not done, to get money, let me wish or congratulate Dr. Friday in St. Vincent.
And we share a common history. Yellow was the code.

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: Mr. Speaker, today, | stand on behalf of the people of Mayaro, |

stand together with my colleagues to thank the Prime Minister for being strong to
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defend our country.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. W. Morris: We love our brothers in Castries, we love our brothers in
Bridgetown and Kingston, but we love the people of Trinidad and Tobago whom
we have a duty to serve. Mr. Speaker, | thank you.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping andinterruption]
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business—
Hon. Members: [Continuous desk thumping and interruption]
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business, before I call upon you, might |
extend heartfelt congratulations for that spirited and sometimes entertaining
maiden speech from the Member for Mayaro. | think we should give him a good
desk thumping once again.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Mr. Speaker: Leader of Government Business.
ADJOURNMENT

The Minister of Public Utilities and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Barry Padarath): Mr. Speaker, may I also join in congratulating
a former youth Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, the Member for Mayaro.
Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]
Hon. P. Padarath: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that this House do now adjourn to
a date to be fixed.

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned accordingly.

Adjourned at6.01 p.m.



