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1. The Home Invasion (Self-Defence and Defence of Property) Bill, 2025 (hereinafter referred 

to as the "Bill") was introduced in the House of Representatives by the Attorney General on 

Friday November 21, 2025. 

2. The Bill seeks “to criminalise the act of home invasion and to give the occupants of dwellings 

the ability to lawfully defend themselves, others and their property.”1 Once passed, this 

legislation shall come into force on a date fixed by the President by Proclamation.   

 

 

The Bill comprises of several principle elements which include: 

 The Offence of Home Invasion  

 The Boundaries of the Home to which this Bill applies 

 The Right to Stand Your Ground and No duty to retreat in defence of one’s property, or 

person or others.  

 

 

 

 

Interpretation 

3. Clause 3 provides keys terms and definitions including, inter alia: 

 “curtilage” in relation to a dwelling house means an area immediately surrounding or 

adjacent to the dwelling house, which is used for purposes connected with human 

habitation in conjunction with the dwelling house regardless of whether the area –  

o is surrounded by a fence, a natural boundary or a combination of both; or  

o is enclosed in a manner that indicates the occupant’s intention to keep persons 

off his property, 

but does not include any other part of the area that is a public place; 

                                                      
1 The Law Reform Commission of Trinidad and Tobago, Protection Against Home Invasion in Trinidad and Tobago: An 

Examination of Stand-Your-Ground and Other Self-Defence Laws (July 2025). 
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 “deadly force” means any use of force that is likely to cause or creates a substantial 

risk of causing death or grievous bodily harm, including, but not limited to, the 

discharge of a firearm; 

 “defensive force” means the justifiable and reasonable use of force by a person acting 

in self–defence, in defence of property or in defence of another person; 

 “dwelling house”  includes – 

(a) any structure or part of a structure whether permanent or temporary and 

whether fixed or capable of being moved which is designed or adapted for use 

as a dwelling or residence; 

(b) any adjacent land, building or other structure within the same curtilage as a 

dwelling house and occupied for the same purpose; 

(c) any boat, ship or other vehicle in or on which a person resides, which has been 

designed or adapted for use as a dwelling or residence; or  

(d) an associated place, 

and it is immaterial if the dwelling house is from time to time uninhabited; 

 “enters” in relation to a dwelling house, means any intrusion by a person or an 

instrument they control – 

(a) across the threshold or opening of a dwelling house; or  

(b) into the curtilage, or into an associated place, of a dwelling house,  

and that person obtains entry –  

(c) without lawful justification or excuse; 

(d) by a threat or a deception; or 

(e) by collusion with a person within the dwelling house; 

 “home invader” means a person who knowingly enters or remains at a dwelling house 

in which he is not an occupant, with the intention to carry out a home invasion; 

 “occupant” means a person in lawful possession of a dwelling house and includes –  

(a) the owner, occupier, tenant or any other person having the control or 

management of a dwelling house;  

(b) an immediate family member, who resides in a dwelling house either 

permanently or temporarily;  

(c) a person who resides, either permanently or temporarily, in a dwelling house 

with the express permission of an occupant;  

(d) a person who, at the material time, has a right to be at the dwelling house 

because he –  

i) is in the employ of the occupant; 

ii) acts under an occupant’s direction for any purpose; or 

iii) is responsible for an occupant’s care and support, 



  

The Home Invasion (Self-defence and Defence of Property) Bill, 2025     
 5 | P a g e  

either on a permanent or temporary basis.  

(e) a person who, at the material time, is visiting a dwelling house as an invited 

guest; 

 “property” means real or personal property, whether tangible or intangible, moveable 

or immovable, including money or any other right or interest;  

4. Clause 3(2) of the Bill further states that for the purposes of the Bill: 

 a dwelling house shall be taken to include the curtilage thereof;  

 a person enters as soon as his body (or any part thereof) or an instrument in his use is 

within any part of the dwelling house; and  

 a person carrying out a home invasion may act on his own or with one or more persons. 

Stand Your Ground 

5. Clause 4 of the Bill makes clear that an occupant has no duty to retreat from a home invader 
at his dwelling house. Further, it gives occupants the right to stand their ground and use or 
threaten to use defensive force to protect themselves, others or their property from a home 
invasion.  

The Offence of Home Invasion 

6. Clause 5(1) of the Bill sets out comprehensively the particulars of what constitutes a home 
invasion. Accordingly, a person commits home invasion if they enter a dwelling house, 
unlawfully, fraudulently or remains after an invitation is withdrawn and: 

 Use force or threaten to use force on any persons within the dwelling house whether 
armed with a weapon, firearm or imitation firearm; 

 Intentionally cause injury, death, grievous bodily harm or commit sexual assault or 
rape; 

 Steal, damage or destroy property; 

 During the commission of an offence, discharge a firearm or detonate an explosive 
device.  

7. Clause 5(2) of the Bill states that a person who commits the offence of home invasion is liable 

upon conviction to a fine of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) and to imprisonment 

for twenty (20) years. It should be noted that clause 5(3) outlines harsher penalties for home 

invaders who act as a gang member, are participants in organised crime, or commit the 

offence in the presence of a child, senior citizen, person with a disability, or an otherwise 

vulnerable person. The penalty in such case is a fine of seven hundred and fifty thousand 

dollars ($750,000), and imprisonment for twenty-five (25) years.  
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8. Clause 5(4) of the Bill provides that even where the offender did not intend to kill or cause 

grievous bodily harm, he will nevertheless be liable for murder, if he kills or is party to a killing 

while committing the offence of home invasion.  

Self-defence 

9. Clause 6(1) of the Bill asserts that the occupant has no duty to retreat from a home invader 

and can use force or threaten to use force, in defence of his person or others.  Under this 

section, an occupant has the right to use or threaten to use defensive force where the 

occupant honestly believes:  

 that force or a threat thereof was being made against his life or that of another person;  

 that his actions were necessary to defend or protect himself or another person; and  

 that the force he employed was proportionate to the threat he believed to exist. 

 

10. Clause 6(2) lists the factors which the Court shall take into account in determining whether 

the defensive force used was reasonable. These factors include the nature and imminence of 

the force or threat; the use or presence of weapons; characteristics of the parties such as age, 

gender, physical capabilities; mental health, prior history or relationships between the parties; 

proportionality of the response; possibility of safe retreat; reasonableness of any mistaken 

belief; and any other compelling circumstances.  

11. Clause 6(3) of the Bill states that use of deadly force may be justified where it is honestly 

believed that it is reasonably necessary to prevent imminent death, grievous bodily harm, 

grievous sexual assault or rape of the occupant or another. 

Defence of Property 

12. Clause 7(1) of the Bill stipulates that the occupant has no duty to retreat from a home invader. 

He may use or threaten to use defensive force where he honestly believes it is necessary to 

prevent a home invasion or commission of a serious crime, cause a home invader to leave his 

dwelling, or to protect his property or that of another person.  

13. Clause 7(2) of the Bill states that where a building comprises of a dwelling house and a place 

of work (of which the occupant or another person resident to the dwelling house works) and 

the place of work is internally accessible from the dwelling house, the place of work as well as 

any internal means of access between the dwelling house and place of work shall be construed 

to be part of the dwelling house for the purposes of subsection (1). 

14. Clause 7(3) of the Bill states that for the purposes of this section, it is irrelevant whether the 

occupant’s belief was objectively justified, provided it was honestly held, and it is likewise 

irrelevant whether the occupant had a safe and practicable opportunity to retreat.  The Court 
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must however, consider the reasonableness of the belief and all other pertinent 

circumstances. 

Person Assisting the Occupant 

15. Clause 8 of the Bill provides that it is lawful for a person who, acting in good faith in aid to or 

on the direction of the occupant, to use the same degree of force against a home invader that 

an occupant may reasonably use. 

Exceptions 

16. Clause 9 of the Bill outlines the various exceptions to the proposed provisions of the Bill. It 

specifies that Clauses 6 and 7 do not apply where: 

 force is used against someone with a lawful right to be in, or an occupant of the 
dwelling;  

 the force used is grossly disproportionate;  

 the occupant or person assisting is engaged in criminal activity or using the dwelling 
house to further criminal activity; 

 the force used is directed to a law enforcement officer acting lawfully and the occupant 
knew or should have reasonably known; or 

 the occupant’s judgment is impaired by voluntarily consumed drugs. 

STAND YOUR GROUND (SYG) LAWS IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS 

17. The Table below provides a comparison to other jurisdictions. 

Country  Self-Defence & Defence of Property 

England and 

Wales 

Section 76 of the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act2 allows for the use 

of force in self-defence as well as in defence of property provided that the 

degree of force used was reasonable in the circumstances as the occupant 

believed them to be. Section 76(5A) explicitly provides that in cases 

involving a householder, the degree of force is not to be regarded as 

having been reasonable in the circumstances if it was grossly 

disproportionate. 

Section 76(6A) provides that in determining whether the degree of force 

used was reasonable in the circumstances, it should be considered 

whether there may have been a possibility of retreat. 

The provisions Sections 76(8B) and 76(8C) are reflected in  clauses 7(2) of 

the Bill regarding the inclusion of a place of work which is  internally 

                                                      
2 Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 (UK). 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/4/section/76


  

The Home Invasion (Self-defence and Defence of Property) Bill, 2025     
 8 | P a g e  

accessible from a dwelling house as a dwelling house for the purposes of 

householder cases.  

United States of 

America, Florida 

Chapter 776 of the Florida Statutes3 details the justifiable use of force in 

various circumstances. 776.012 lays out provisions for the use of force in 

defence of a person. 776.013 on Home protection; use or threatened use 

of deadly force; presumption of fear of death or great bodily harm states 

“(1) A person who is in a dwelling or residence in which the person has a 

right to be has no duty to retreat and has the right to stand his or her 

ground and use or threaten to use: 

(a) Nondeadly force against another when and to the extent that 

the person reasonably believes that such conduct is necessary to 

defend himself or herself or another against the other’s imminent 

use of unlawful force; or 

(b) Deadly force if he or she reasonably believes that using or 

threatening to use such force is necessary to prevent imminent death 

or great bodily harm to himself or herself or another or to prevent 

the imminent commission of a forcible felony.” 

Additionally, Chapter 776.032 grants immunity from prosecution to those 

who use deadly force under 776.012 and 776.013 unless the force was 

used or threatened against a law enforcement officer, having identified 

himself and acting in performance of his duties.  

Canada Clauses 6 and 7 of the Bill closely mirror sections 34 and 35 of the 
Criminal Code4 allowing the use of force in defence of a person, others 
and property.  
Section 34 (1) provides: “A person is not guilty of an offence if 
(a) they believe on reasonable grounds that force is being used against 
them or another person or that a threat of force is being made against 
them or another person; 
(b) the act that constitutes the offence is committed for the purpose of 
defending or protecting themselves or the other person from that use or 
threat of force; and 
(c) the act committed is reasonable in the circumstances.” 
 

Section 35(2) lists the factors that the Court should consider in 
determining whether the force was reasonable. The Bill contains very 
similar factors. 

                                                      
3 2025 Florida Statutes. 
4 Criminal Code (R.S.C., 1985, c. C-46) (Canada). 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2025/Chapter776/All
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-5.html#h-115831
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