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*Question No. 8 to the Minister of Education
(By Senator Janelle John-Bates)

Given the Government’s position that students involved in school fights will be expelled, what measures
will be taken by the Government to safeguard the right to education of children who face expulsion?

*Question No. 9 to the Minister of Education
(By Senator Melanie Roberts-Radgman)

In light of the Prime Minister’s utterances that every occurrence of assault and battery in schools will be
treated as an expellable and arrestable offence, can the Minister indicate what measures will be
implemented by the Ministry to rehabilitate any students removed from the school system and placed in
the criminal justice system?

*Question No. 10 to the Minister of Homeland Security
(By Senator Melanie Roberts-Radgman)

In light of the police-involved fatal shootings which occurred in Tobago in the months of April and May
2025, can the Minister indicate what steps are being taken to address matters of accountability,
investigation, surveillance and review of police action within the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service?

* Questions Nos. 8, 9 and 10 were deferred for two weeks on 17.09.2025



*Question No. 11 to the Minister of Justice
(By Senator Melanie Roberts-Radgman)

Can the Minister advise of the status of the Police Complaints Authority’s investigations into the police-
involved fatal shootings which occurred in Tobago in the months of April and May 20257

*Question No. 12 to the Minister of Homeland Security
(By Senator Faris Al-Rawi, SC)
Can the Minister provide the following information:

(i) the total number of police stations at which virtual hearings are conducted;
(i) the type of matters that are conducted by virtual hearings at the said Police stations disclosed;

(iii) the total number of persons who attended court virtually at the said Police stations for the period
2020 to April 2025; and

(iv) the total number of domestic violence matters that were heard virtually at the said Police stations,
if any, during the period 2020 to April 2025?

*Question No. 13 to the Minister of Homeland Security
(By Senator Faris Al-Rawi, SC)

Given reports of the Minister’s statements that he has “observed that the courts of T&T have taken
possession of police stations nationwide”, can the Minister identify:

(i) the total number of police stations in use by the TTPS; and

(ii) the locations of the stations taken over as courts by the Judiciary?

*Question No. 14 to the Minister of Homeland Security
(By Senator Faris Al-Rawi, SC)

Can the Minister inform whether it is the Government’s policy to halt virtual hearings being held at Police
stations?

*Question No. 19 to the Minister of Works and Infrastructure

(By Senator Alicia Lalite-Ettienne)

Can the Minister advise what systems are being put in place to address the dilapidated conditions of the
pavements in Port of Spain, which makes commuting extremely difficult and dangerous for persons with
disabilities?

*Question No. 20 to the Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development

(By Senator Alicia Lalite-Ettienne)

In light of the Minister’s statements that there will be an increase in employment opportunities for citizens
of this country in the near future as a result of the various initiatives presently being undertaken by the
Ministry of Labour, can the Minister indicate the following:

@) will persons with disabilities (PWDs) be included in these initiatives;
(i) if the answer to (i) is in the affirmative, what percentage of these initiatives is identified for PWDs; and

(iii) which categories of employment are being considered?

*Question No. 21 to the Minister of the People, Social Development and Family Services

(By Senator Alicia Lalite-Ettienne)

Given concerns of the inappropriate application of the Ministry’s means test system, especially in situations
regarding the eligibility of persons with disabilities for social assistance, can the Minister explain what
strategies will be developed to address this problem?

* Questions Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 21 were deferred for two weeks on 17.09.2025



Question No. 22 to the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation

(By Senator Dr. Desiree Murray)

Given that Form 12 of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Regulations, Medical Test for Driving
Permit, Note I, states that special attention should be directed to distant vision, and noting that
glaucoma, a leading cause of blindness in Trinidad and Tobago, affects peripheral vision, can the Minister
indicate whether consideration will be given to revising Form 12 to require that special attention also be
directed to peripheral vision?

Question No. 23 to the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation

(By Senator Dr. Desitee Murray)

Can the Minister indicate whether Government intends to introduce more stringent penalties for permit
holders who fail to comply with the requirement to return their driving permits to the Licensing
Authority, upon being advised by a registered medical practitioner that they are unfit to drive by reason
of some physical or mental incapacity, as stipulated under Section 48 of the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Act?

Question No. 24 to the Attorney General
(By Senator Melanie Roberts-Radgman)
Having regard to the need for clarity on the Government’s law-making priorities, can the Attorney
General indicate:
(i) the Government’s legislative agenda for the current session of Parliament;
(i) whether the Government intends to present an official legislative agenda to Parliament; and
(iti) if the response to (ii) is in the affirmative, by what time such presentation may be expected?

Question No. 25 to the Minister of Defence
(By Senator Melanie Roberts-Radgman)

In light of reports of several drownings at beaches across Trinidad and Tobago between the months of
May and September 2025, can the Minister indicate what measures are being taken to implement
adequate/additional warning signage, lifeguards and beach patrols across high-risk beaches on both
islands?

Question No. 26 to the Minister of Health
(By Senator Dr. Desiree Murray)

Given that the list of drugs in the Chronic Disease Assistance Programme (CDAP) was extended with
effect from October 1st, 2025, and given that glaucoma is classified as a chronic non-communicable
disease (NCD), and is the leading cause of blindness in Trinidad and Tobago, can the Minister indicate
whether more effective eye drops for first-line glaucoma treatment will be included in CDAP?
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Motions:

1.

WHEREAS it is provided by subsection (2) of section 13 of the Excise (General Provisions) Act,
Chap. 78:50 that the Minister may by Order impose any new excise duty or increase any excise duty
from the date of publication of the Order in the Gazette and until the expiry of the Order the duties
specified in the Order shall be payable in lieu of the duties payable prior thereto;

AND WHEREAS it is provided by the said subsection that every Order issued under that
subsection shall after four days and within twenty-one days from the date of its first publication be
submitted to Parliament and Parliament may by resolution confirm, amend or revoke the Order and
upon publication of the resolution of Parliament in the Guagette, the resolution shall have effect and
the Order shall then expire;

AND WHEREAS the Excise Duty (Tobacco Products) (Amendment) Order, 2025 was made
under subsection (2) of section 13 of the Excise (General Provisions) Act and first published in the
Gazette on the 13t day of October, 2025;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to confirm the said Order;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Excise Duty (Tobacco Products) (Amendment) Order, 2025 be
confirmed.

(By the Minister of Finance)

WHEREAS it is provided by subsection (2) of section 13 of the Excise (General Provisions) Act,
Chap. 78:50 that the Minister may by Order impose any new excise duty or increase any excise duty
from the date of publication of the Order in the Gagette and until the expiry of the Order the duties
specified in the Order shall be payable in lieu of the duties payable prior thereto;

AND WHEREAS it is provided by the said subsection that every Order issued under that
subsection shall after four days and within twenty-one days from the date of its first publication be
submitted to Parliament and Parliament may by resolution confirm, amend or revoke the Order and
upon publication of the resolution of Parliament in the Gagette, the resolution shall have effect and
the Order shall then expire;

AND WHEREAS the Excise Duty (Alcoholic Beverages) (Amendment) Order, 2025 was made
under subsection (2) of section 13 of the Excise (General Provisions) Act and first published in the
Gazette on the 13t day of October, 2025;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to confirm the said Order;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Excise Duty (Alcoholic Beverages) (Amendment) Order, 2025 be
confirmed.
(By the Minister of Finance)

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Motions:

1.

WHEREAS section 4 of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Chap. 1:01,
guarantees the right of the individual to equality before the law and protection of the law, the right
of the individual to equality of treatment from any public authority, to the enjoyment of property
and to the freedom of movement;

AND WHEREAS the Equal Opportunity Act, Chap. 22:03 prohibits discrimination on the basis
of disability and places a duty on public authorities to ensure equality of access to services and
facilities;



AND WHEREAS persons living with disabilities in Trinidad and Tobago continue to face
significant barriers to full participation in national life, including but not limited to limited access to
employment opportunities, inadequate housing and infrastructure, insufficient educational access
and resources, and the continued inaccessibility of public buildings, processes and operations;

AND WHEREAS these barriers result in social and economic exclusion, contrary to the principles
of equality and non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution and the Equal Opportunity Act;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Senate call upon the Government to table in Parliament, within the
next twelve (12) months, a comprehensive national strategic plan, inclusive of a legislative
tramework, to eliminate these barriers to social and economic exclusion, thereby enabling all persons
to participate fully in public life with dignity and independence.

(By Senator Alicia Lalite-Ettienne)
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