
 

Section 10(1) of the Act empowers the Registrar to have and exercise concurrent
jurisdiction with Masters to:

issue search warrants; 
receive complaints on oath (pursuant to section 6 of the Act); 
issue a summons or an arrest warrant; 
grant bail in accordance with the Bail Act and fix the amount; 
take recognisances; and 
remand the accused in custody. 

Section 10(1A) precludes a Magistrate, Magistracy Registrar and Clerk of the Court
from having or exercising jurisdiction in the matters outlined above, notwithstanding
any other written law to the contrary.

Clause 3 of the Bill proposes to amend section 10(1A) to empower a Magistrate,
Magistracy Registrar and Clerk of the Court to have and exercise jurisdiction to issue
warrants. They will still be precluded from having or exercising jurisdiction in the
other matters listed.  

The Administration of Justice (Indictable Proceedings) (Amendment) Bill 2025, in the

name of the Attorney General proposes to amend the Administration of Justice

(Indictable Proceedings) Act, 2011 (Act No. 11 of 2011) (hereinafter “the Act”), which

abolishes preliminary enquiries  and provides for a new system of pre-trial

proceedings relating to indictable offences , including the conduct of initial  and

sufficiency hearings  by a Master of the High Court. 
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PURPOSE OF THE BILL

KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL 
Amendment to powers of concurrent jurisdiction 



Amendment of Form 1 in Schedule 1 

Clause 3 also introduces a new subsection  10(1B) which makes clear that for
the purposes of the Act, a Magistrate, Magistracy Registrar and Clerk of the
Court or a Justice of the Peace shall have and exercise concurrent jurisdiction
to issue search warrants. 

Clause 4 of the Bill seeks to amend Form 1 in Schedule 1 of the Act to reflect the
proposed changes to section 10 by including the titles of the office holders
now empowered to have and to exercise concurrent jurisdiction in relation to
the issuance of search warrants. 

[1] Preliminary Enquiries refer to pre-trial procedures. Under the now abolished system, it was for
a Magistrate to determine whether there was sufficient evidence against a person(s) charged
with an indictable offence before the matter proceeded to the High Court for trial. 

[4] Initial hearings refer to the process which commences following an accused being charged.
This process involves several steps including, but not limited to, reading the charge to the
accused, handling matters related to bail and informing the accused that he/she is not called
upon to enter a plea. 

[3] Sufficiency hearings refer to a Master’s review of written submissions to determine whether
there is sufficient evidence for the matter to proceed to trial before the High Court. 
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[2] Indictable offences are classified as the most serious criminal offences, including but  not
limited to: murder, wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm and acts of terrorism. 


