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Standing Finance Committee 

The Standing Finance Committee was established under House of Representatives Standing Order 82(1) to 

consider the Estimates and the Appropriation Bill. House of Representatives Standing Order 87(1) also states that, 

“The Standing Finance Committee shall consider and report on all proposals for the expenditure from public revenue or other funds 

which are not included in the Annual Estimates, including proposals for supplementary and unforeseen expenditure.” 
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https://www.ttparliament.org/publications/committee-reports/  
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THE COMMITTEE 
 

Mandate of the Committee 
 
1. The Standing Finance Committee is established by Standing Order 82(1) of the House of 

Representatives. It is the duty of the Committee to consider the Estimates and the Appropriation Bill. 

The Committee is also empowered by House of Representatives Standing Order 87(1) to consider 

and report on all proposals for expenditure which are not included in the Annual Estimates including 

proposals for supplementary and unforeseen expenditure.   

 

Membership  

 

2. In accordance with the House of Representatives Standing Order 82(1), this Committee is a 

Committee of the Whole House of Representatives and is chaired by the Speaker. 

 

Meeting 

 

3. The Committee held a public meeting on Monday June 16, 2025 at 1:30 p.m. The Minutes of the 

Meeting and the Verbatim Notes are attached at Appendices I and III respectively. 

  
4. The purpose of this meeting was to consider proposals to supplement the appropriation provided for 

by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2025) Act, 2024 (Act No. 16 of 2024) by the Finance 

(Supplementary Appropriation) (Financial Year 2025) Act, 2025. The Schedule relating to the 

Supplementation of Estimates for fiscal 2025 is at Appendix IV.  

 

Supplementation 

 

5. The Committee noted that the Supplementary Appropriation for fiscal year 2025 in the sum of Three 

Thousand, One Hundred and Forty Three Million, Nine Hundred and Eighty Three 

Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty One Dollars ($3,143,983,761) was required to meet 

expenditure under the following sub-heads: -  

(i) Personnel Expenditure - $111,829,980 

(ii) Goods and Services - $1,212,504,101 

(iii) Minor Equipment Purchases - $25,000,000 

(iv) Current Transfers and Subsidies - $811,212,540 
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(v) Current Transfers to Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies - $704,500,140 

(vi) Development Programme - $ 278,937,000 

 

6. The Committee noted that it was necessary to have a provision of Supplementary Funds amounting 

to Three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty Three Million, Nine Hundred and Eighty Three 

Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty One Dollars ($3,143,983,761) to fund urgent and critical 

Recurrent and Capital Expenditure to September 30, 2025, in areas where insufficient or no allocation 

was provided. The source of these additional funds is the Consolidated Fund. 

 
7. The Standing Finance Committee considered and approved the Supplementary Appropriation for 

fiscal year 2025 in the sum of Three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty Three Million, Nine Hundred 

and Eighty Three Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty One Dollars ($3,143,983,761). The details of 

the Supplementation are provided in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 

Supplementation by Heads of Expenditure for fiscal year 2025 

  
Heads of Expenditure  

 

Amount   

$ 

01 President     1,000,000 

02 Auditor General     4,982,000 

03 Judiciary   50,000,000 

04 Industrial Court        771,000 

05 Parliament   27,988,000 

06 Service Commissions     1,500,000 

07 Statutory Authorities Service Commission     1,325,500 

09 Tax Appeal Board        270,000 

11 Registration, Recognition and Certification Board       637,300 

12 Public Service Appeal Board      1,346,000 

13 Office of the Prime Minister    128,403,880 



5 

 

Heads of Expenditure      Amount 

$ 

15 Tobago House of Assembly      32,740,140 

22 Ministry of National Security      13,900,000 

23 Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs    89,492,221 

26 Ministry of Education 455,106,000 

28 Ministry of Health 728,539,920    

30 Ministry of Labour 55,668,400 

31 Ministry of Public Administration 325,811,000    

37 Integrity Commission      1,625,000 

39 Ministry of Public Utilities 489,470,000 

40 Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries      1,300,000 

42 Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government 122,114,000 

43 Ministry of Works and Transport 325,208,000 

61 Ministry of Housing and Urban Development 25,000,000 

64 Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 119,117,400 

75 Equal Opportunity Tribunal 358,000 

77 Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries     9,610,000 

82 Ministry of Digital Transformation 130,700,000 

TOTAL 3,143,983,761 

 

Recommendation 

Supplementation  

8. The Committee recommends that the Appropriation (Financial Year 2025) Act, 2024 (Act No. 16 of 

2024) be supplemented in the sum of Three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty Three Million, Nine 

Hundred and Eighty Three Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty One Dollars ($3,143,983,761). 

 

 
9. The Committee respectfully submits this Report for the consideration of the House of 

Representatives. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Sgd. 

Hon. Jagdeo Singh, MP 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

June 16, 2025 
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APPENDIX I 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE  

FIRST SESSION (2025/2026), THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  

MONDAY JUNE 16, 2025 AT 1:30 P.M. 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER 

OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, RED HOUSE 

ABERCROMBY STREET, PORT OF SPAIN  

 

Members of the Standing Finance Committee  

Present 

1. Hon. Jagdeo Singh, MP   - Speaker of the House of Representatives & 
    Chairman 

2. Hon. Davendranath Tancoo, MP  - Minister of Finance & 
    Minister in the Ministry of Planning,   
    Economic Affairs and Development 

    (Member for Fyzabad) 
3. Hon. Barry Padarath, MP   - Minister of Public Utilities &  

    Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister 
    (Member for Couva South) 

4. Hon. Jearlean John, MP   - Minister of Works and Infrastructure 
    (Member for Couva North) 

5. Hon. Dr. Roodal Moonilal, MP   - Minister of Energy and Energy Industries 
    (Member for Oropouche East) 

6. Hon. David Lee, MP   - Minister of Housing 
    (Member for Caroni Central) 

7. Hon. Saddam Hosein, MP   - Minister of Legal Affairs &  
    Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture, Land  
    and Fisheries 
    (Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

8. Hon. Khadijah Ameen, MP   - Minister of Rural Development and Local  
    Government 
    (Member for St. Augustine) 

9. Hon. Roger Alexander, MP   - Minister of Homeland Security 
    (Member for Tunapuna) 
10. Hon. Devesh Maharaj, MP   - Minister of Justice & 

    Minister in the Office of the Attorney General 
    (Member for Aranguez/St. Joseph) 

11. Hon. Vandana Mohit, MP   - Minister of the People, Social Development  
    and Family Services 
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    (Member for Chaguanas East) 
12. Hon. Wayne Sturge, MP   - Minister of Defence and Minister in the  

    Ministry of Homeland Security 
    (Member for Toco/Sangre Grande) 

13. Hon. Dr. Lackram Bodoe, MP   - Minister of Health 
    (Member for Oropouche West) 

14. Hon. Dr. Michael Dowlath, MP   - Minister of Education 
    (Member for San Fernando West) 

15. Dr. Aiyna Ali, MP   - Deputy Speaker 
    (Member for Princes Town) 

16. Mr. Wilfred Nicholas Morris, MP  - Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of  
    Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and the 
    Office of the Prime Minister 
    (Member for Mayaro) 

17. Hon. Michelle Benjamin, MP   - Minister of Culture and Community  
    Development  
    (Member for Moruga/Tableland) 

18. Hon. Sean Sobers, MP   - Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs 
    (Member for Tabaquite) 

19. Hon. Phillip Watts, MP   - Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs 
    (Member for La Horquetta/Talparo) 

20. Hon. Dr. Rishad Seecheran, MP  - Minister in the Ministry of Health 
    (Member for Caroni East) 

21. Hon. Ernesto Kesar, MP   - Minister in the Ministry of Energy and Energy  
    Industries 
    (Member for Point Fortin) 

22. Hon. Clyde Elder, MP   - Minister in the Ministry of Public Utilities 
    (Member for La Brea) 

23. Ms. Shivanna Shira Sam, MP   - Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of  
    Public Utilities 
    (Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 

24. Mr. Hansen Narinesingh, MP   - Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of  
    Tertiary Education and Skills Training 
    (Member for Claxton Bay) 

25. Dr. Narindra Roopnarine, MP   - Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of  
    Culture and Community Development 
    (Member for Naparima) 

26. Dr. Colin Neil Gosine, MP   - Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of  
    Trade, Investment and Tourism 
    (Member for Chaguanas West) 

27. Mr. David Thomas, MP   - Member for Tobago East 
28. Mr. Joel Sampson, MP   - Member for Tobago West 
29. Mr. Marvin Gonzales, MP   - Member for Arouca/Lopinot 
30. Hon. Pennelope Beckles, MP    - Leader of the Opposition 

    (Member for Arima)  
31. Mr. Colm Imbert, MP    - Member for Diego Martin North/East  
32. Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly, MP    - Member for St. Ann’s East 
33. Mr. Stuart Young SC, MP    - Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s 
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    West 
34. Mr. Symon De Nobriga, MP   - Member for Diego Martin Central 
35. Mr. Brian Manning, MP   - Member for San Fernando East 
36. Mr. Kareem Marcelle   - Member for Laventille West 
37. Mr. Hans Des Vignes, MP   - Member for Diego Martin West 
38. Mr. Christian Birchwood, MP   - Member for Laventille East/Morvant 
39. Mr. Dominic Romain, MP   - Member for Malabar/Mausica 
 

ABSENT 

1. Hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, SC, MP - Prime Minister 
    (Member for Siparia) 

2. Mr. Keith Scotland SC, MP   - Member for Port-of-Spain South  
3. Mrs. Camille Robinson-Regis, MP   - Member for Trincity/Maloney 
 

ALSO PRESENT 

1. Sen. the Hon. Dominic Smith   - Minister of Public Administration and  
    Artificial Intelligence 

2. Sen. the Hon. Leroy Baptiste   - Minister of Labour, Small and Micro  
    Enterprise Development 

3. Sen. the Hon. Darrell Allahar   - Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister 
4. Sen. the Hon. Prof. Prakash Persad  - Minister of Tertiary Education and Skills  

    Training 
5. Sen. the Hon. Eli Zakour   - Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
6. Sen. the Hon. Ravi Ratiram   - Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 
 

COMMENCEMENT 

1.1 The meeting was called to order at 1.30 p.m. 
 

1.2 The Chairman indicated that in accordance with Standing Order 82 (6) and 87, a meeting of the 
Standing Finance Committee was convened to consider proposals for the Supplementation of 
Appropriation for the fiscal year 2025.   

 
1.3 Members were advised that in accordance with Standing Order 45(1) the speaking time in Standing 

Finance Committee shall not exceed five (5) minutes on each intervention. 
 

1.4 The procedure for the consideration of the Heads of Expenditure was outlined. 
 

 
PROPOSALS FOR THE SUPPLEMENTATION OF APPROPRIATION FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR 2025 

 

Head 01: President 
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2.1 The Chairman announced Head 01: President, a supplementation of $1,000,000 
 

2.2 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for a maximum of five 
(5) minutes. 

 
2.3 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 01: President be supplemented by the sum of 

$1,000,000. 
 

2.4 The Members for Diego Martin North/East, Arouca/Lopinot and San Fernando East sought 
clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Finance provided an explanation for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.5 The question was put and agreed that Head 01: President be supplemented by the sum of 

$1,000,000. 
 

Head 02: Auditor General 

 
2.6 The Chairman announced Head 02: Auditor General, a supplementation of $4,982,000. 

 
2.7 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for a maximum of five 

(5) minutes. 
 

2.8 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 02: Auditor General be supplemented by the 
sum of $4,982,000. 

 
2.9 The Members for Port-of-Spain North/St. Ann’s West, Arima, Diego Martin Central and 

Arouca/Lopinot sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Finance provided an 
explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.10 The question was put and agreed that Head 02. Auditor General be supplemented by the sum of 

$4,982,000. 
 

Head 03: Judiciary 

 
2.11 The Chairman announced Head 03: Judiciary, a supplementation of $50,000,000. 

 
2.12 The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General was invited to make 

a brief opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 
 

2.13 The Chairman proposed the question Head 03: Judiciary be supplemented by the sum of 
$50,000,000. 

 
2.14 The Members for Arima, San Fernando East, Arouca/Lopinot and Diego Martin North/East, 

sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the 
Attorney General and the Minister of Finance provided explanations for the supplementation. 
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2.15 The question was put and agreed that Head 03: Judiciary be supplemented by the sum of 
$50,000,000 

Head 04: Industrial Court 
 

2.16 The Chairman announced Head 04: Industrial Court, a supplementation of $771,000. 
 

2.17 The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General was invited to make 
a brief opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 

 
2.18 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 04: Industrial Court be supplemented by the 

sum of $771,000. 
 

2.19 The Member for Arouca/Lopinot and Diego Martin Central sought clarification from the 
Minister. The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General and the 
Minister of Finance provided explanations for the supplementation. 

 
2.20 The question was put and agreed that Head 04: Industrial Court be supplemented by the sum of 

$771,000. 
 

Head 05: Parliament  

 

2.21 The Chairman announced Head 05: Parliament, a supplementation of $27,988,000. 
 

2.22 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for a maximum of five 
(5) minutes. 

 
2.23 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 05: Parliament be supplemented by the sum of 

$27,988,000. 
 

2.24 The Members for St Ann’s East, Diego Martin North/East, Port-of-Spain North/St. Ann’s West, 
Arima, Arouca/Lopinot and Malabar/Mausica sought clarification from the Minister. The 
Minister of Finance provided an explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.25 The question was put and agreed that Head 05: Parliament be supplemented by the sum of 

$27,988,000. 
 

Head 06: Service Commissions 

 
2.26 The Chairman announced Head 06: Service Commissions, a supplementation of $1,500,000. 

 
2.27 The Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence was invited to make a brief 

opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 
 

2.28 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 06: Service Commissions be supplemented by 
the sum of $1,500,000. 
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2.29 The Members for Arouca/Lopinot and Diego Martin North/East sought clarification from the 
Minister. The Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence provided an 
explanation for the supplementation. 

2.30 The question was put and agreed that Head 06: Service Commissions be supplemented by the 
sum of $1,500,000. 

 
Head 07: Statutory Authorities Service Commission 

 
2.31 The Chairman announced Head 07: Statutory Authorities Service Commission, a 

supplementation of $1,325,500. 
 

2.32 The Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence was invited to make a brief 
opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 

 
2.33 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 07: Statutory Authorities Service Commission, 

be supplemented by the sum of $1,325,500. 
 
2.34 The question was put and agreed that Head 07: Statutory Authorities Service Commission, be 

supplemented by the sum of $1,325,500. 
 

Head 09: Tax Appeal Board 
 

2.35  The Chairman announced Head 09: Tax Appeal Board, a supplementation of $270,000. 
 

2.36 The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General was invited to make 
a brief opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 

 
2.37 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 09: Tax Appeal Board be supplemented by the 

sum of $270,000. 
 
2.38 The question was put and agreed that Head 09: Tax Appeal Board be supplemented by the sum 

of $270,000. 
 

Head 11: Registration, Recognition and Certification Board 

 
2.39 The Chairman announced Head 11: Registration, Recognition and Certification Board, a 

supplementation of $637,300. 
 

2.40 The Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development was invited to make a brief 
opening statement for a maximum of five (5) minutes. 

 
2.41 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 11: Registration, Recognition and Certification 

Board be supplemented by the sum of $637,300. 
 
2.42 The question was put and agreed that Head 11: Registration, Recognition and Certification Board 

be supplemented by the sum of $637,300. 
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Head 12: Public Service Appeal Board 
 

2.43 The Chairman announced Head 12: Public Service Appeal Board, a supplementation of 
$1,346,000. 

 
2.44 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for a maximum of five 

(5) minutes. 
 

2.45 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 12: Public Service Appeal Board, supplemented 
by the sum of $1,346,000. 

 
2.46 The Member for Diego Martin Central sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of 

Finance provided an explanation for the supplementation. 
 

2.47 The question was put and agreed that Head 12: Public Service Appeal Board, be supplemented 
by the sum of $1,346,000. 

 
Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister 

 

2.48 The Chairman announced Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister, a supplementation of 
$128,403,880. 

 
2.49 The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister was invited to make a brief opening statement 

for less than five (5) minutes. 
 

2.50 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister be 
supplemented by the sum of $128,403,880. 

 
2.51 The Members for Diego Martin Central, Port-of-Spain North/ St. Ann’s West, Diego Martin 

West, San Fernando East and St. Ann’s East sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister 
in the Office of the Prime Minister provided an explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.52 The question was put and agreed that Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister be supplemented 

by the sum of $128,403,880. 
 

Head 15: Tobago House of Assembly 

 
2.53 The Chairman announced Head 15: Tobago House of Assembly, a supplementation of 

$32,740,140. 
 

2.54 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) 
minutes. 

 
2.55 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 15: Tobago House of Assembly be 

supplemented by the sum of $32,740,140. 
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2.56 The Member for Arima  sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Finance provided 
an explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.57 The question was put and agreed that Head 15: Tobago House of Assembly be supplemented by 

the sum of $32,740,140. 
 

Head 22: Ministry of National Security 

 
2.58 The Chairman announced Head 22: Ministry of National Security, a supplementation of 

$13,900,000. 
 

2.59 The Minister of Homeland Security was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than 
five (5) minutes. 

 
2.60 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 22: Ministry of National Security be 

supplemented by the sum of $13,900,000. 
 

2.61 The Members for Arouca/Lopinot, Laventille West and Malabar/Mausica sought clarification 
from the Minister. The Minister of Homeland Security, Minister of Defence and Minister in the 
Ministry of Homeland Security and Minister of Finance provided explanations for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.62 The question was put and agreed that Head 22: Ministry of National Security be supplemented 

by the sum of $13,900,000. 
 

Head 64: Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 

 
2.63 The Chairman announced Head 64: Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, a supplementation of 

$119,117,400. 
 

2.64 The Minister of Homeland Security was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than 
five (5) minutes. 

 
2.65 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 64: Trinidad and Tobago Police Service be 

supplemented by the sum of $119,117,400. 
 

2.66 The Members for Arouca/Lopinot, St. Ann’s East, Arima, Laventille West, Diego Martin 
North/East, San Fernando East and Diego Martin West sought clarification from the Minister. 
The Minister of Homeland Security, Minister of Defence and Minister in the Ministry of 
Homeland Security and Minister of Finance provided explanations for the supplementation. 

 
2.67 The question was put and agreed that Head 64: Trinidad and Tobago Police Service be 

supplemented by the sum of $119,117,400. 
 

SUSPENSION 
 

2.68 The Committee suspended for tea at 4:30 p.m. 



 

16 

 

RESUMPTION 
 
2.69 The Committee resumed at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 

 
2.70 The Chairman announced Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs, 

a supplementation of $89,492,221. 
 

2.71 The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General was invited to make 
a brief opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.72 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry 

of Legal Affairs be supplemented by the sum of $89,492,221. 
 

2.73 The Members for Arouca/Lopinot, Laventille West, San Fernando East and Diego Martin 
North/East sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Justice and Minister in the 
Office of the Attorney General and the Minister of Legal Affairs provided explanations for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.74 The question was put and agreed that Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of 

Legal Affairs be supplemented by the sum of $89,492,221. 
 

Head 26: Ministry of Education 
 

2.75 The Chairman announced Head 26: Ministry of Education, a supplementation of $455,106,000. 
 

2.76 The Minister of Education was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) 
minutes. 

 
2.77 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 26: Ministry of Education be supplemented by 

the sum of $455,106,000. 
 

2.78 The Members for St. Ann’s East, Port-of-Spain North/ St. Ann’s West, Diego Martin West, 
Laventille West, San Fernando East, Diego Martin North/East and Malabar/Mausica sought 
clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Education and the Minister of Finance provided 
explanations for the supplementation. 

 
2.79 The question was put and agreed that Head 26: Ministry of Education be supplemented by the 

sum of $455,106,000. 
 

Head 28: Ministry of Health 
 

2.80 The Chairman announced Head 28: Ministry of Health, a supplementation of $728,539,920. 
 

2.81 The Minister of Health was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) 
minutes. 
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2.82 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 28: Ministry of Health be supplemented by the 
sum of $728,539,920. 

 
2.83 The Members for Diego Martin North/East and St. Ann’s East sought clarification from the 

Minister. The Minister of Health provided an explanation for the supplementation. 
 

2.84 The question was put and agreed that Head 28: Ministry of Health be supplemented by the sum 
of $728,539,920. 

 

Head 30: Ministry of Labour 

 
2.85 The Chairman announced Head 30: Ministry of Labour, a supplementation of $55,668,400. 

 
2.86 The Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development was invited to make a brief 

opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 
 

2.87 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 30: Ministry of Labour be supplemented by the 
sum of $55,668,400. 

 
2.88 The Member for Diego Martin North/East sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister 

of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development provided an explanation for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.89 The question was put and agreed that Head 30: Ministry of Labour be supplemented by the sum 

of $55,668,400. 
 

Head 31: Ministry of Public Administration 

 
2.90 The Chairman announced Head 31: Ministry of Public Administration, a supplementation of 

$325,811,000. 
 

2.91 The Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence was invited to make a brief 
opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.92 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 31: Ministry of Public Administration be 

supplemented by the sum of $325,811,000. 
 

2.93 The Member for Diego Martin Central sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of 
Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence provided an explanation for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.94 The question was put and agreed that Head 31: Ministry of Public Administration be 

supplemented by the sum of $325,811,000. 
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Head 82: Ministry of Digital Transformation 
 
2.95 The Chairman announced Head 82: Ministry of Digital Transformation, a supplementation of 

$130,700,000. 
 

2.96 The Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence was invited to make a brief 
opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.97 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 82: Ministry of Digital Transformation be 

supplemented by the sum of $130,700,000. 
 

2.98 The question was put and agreed that Head 82: Ministry of Digital Transformation be 
supplemented by the sum of $130,700,000. 

 

Head 37: Integrity Commission 

 
2.99 The Chairman announced Head 37: Integrity Commission, a supplementation of $1,625,000. 

 
2.100 The Minister of Finance was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) 

minutes. 
 

2.101 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 37: Integrity Commission be supplemented by 
the sum of $1,625,000. 

 
2.102 The Member for Arima sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of Finance 

provided an explanation for the supplementation. 
 

2.103 The question was put and agreed that Head 37: Integrity Commission be supplemented by the 
sum of $1,625,000. 

 

Head 39: Ministry of Public Utilities 

 
2.104 The Chairman announced Head 39: Ministry of Public Utilities, a supplementation of 

$489,470,000. 
 

2.105 The Minister of Public Utilities was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five 
(5) minutes. 

 
2.106 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 39: Ministry of Public Utilities be 

supplemented by the sum of $489,470,000. 
 

2.107 The Member for Arouca/Lopinot sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of 
Public Utilities provided an explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.108 The question was put and agreed that Head 39: Ministry of Public Utilities be supplemented by 

the sum of $489,470,000. 
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Head 40: Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries 

 
2.109 The Chairman announced Head 40: Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, a 

supplementation of $1,300,000. 
 

2.110 The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries was invited to make a brief opening statement 
for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.111 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 40: Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries 

be supplemented by the sum of $1,300,000. 
 

2.112 The question was put and agreed that Head 40: Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries be 
supplemented by the sum of $1,300,000. 

 

Head 42: Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government 

 
2.113 The Chairman announced Head 42: Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government, a 

supplementation of $122,114,000. 
 

2.114 The Minister of Rural Development and Local Government was invited to make a brief 
opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

    
2.115 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 42: Ministry of Rural Development and Local 

Government be supplemented by the sum of $122,114,000. 
 

2.116 The question was put and agreed that Head 42: Ministry of Rural Development and Local 
Government be supplemented by the sum of $122,114,000. 

 
Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport 

 
2.117 The Chairman announced Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport, a supplementation of 

$325,208,000. 
 

2.118 The Minister of Works and Infrastructure and the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
were invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.119 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport be 

supplemented by the sum of $325,208,000. 
 
2.120 The Members for Arima, Port-of-Spain North/ St. Ann’s West and Arouca/Lopinot sought 

clarification from the Ministers. The Minister of Works and Infrastructure, the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation and the Minister of Finance provided explanations for the 
supplementation. 

 
2.121 The question was put and agreed that Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport be 

supplemented by the sum of $325,208,000. 
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Head 61: Ministry of Housing and Urban Development 

 
2.122 The Chairman announced Head 61: Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, a 

supplementation of $25,000,000. 
 

2.123 The Minister of Housing was invited to make a brief opening statement for less than five (5) 
minutes. 

 
2.124 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 61: Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Development be supplemented by the sum of $25,000,000. 
 

2.125 The Member for Arouca/Lopinot sought clarification from the Minister. The Minister of 
Housing provided an explanation for the supplementation. 

 
2.126 The question was put and agreed that Head 61: Ministry of Housing and Urban Development 

be supplemented by the sum of $25,000,000. 
 

Head 75: Equal Opportunity Tribunal 

 
2.127 The Chairman announced Head 75: Equal Opportunity Tribunal, a supplementation of 

$358,000. 
 

2.128 The Minister of Justice and Minister in the Office of the Attorney General was invited to make 
a brief opening statement for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.129 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 75: Equal Opportunity Tribunal be 

supplemented by the sum of $358,000. 
 
2.130 The question was put and agreed that Head 75: Equal Opportunity Tribunal be supplemented 

by the sum of $358,000. 
 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

 
2.131 The Chairman announced Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture Land and Fisheries, a 

supplementation of $9,610,000. 
 

2.132 The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries was invited to make a brief opening statement 
for less than five (5) minutes. 

 
2.133 The Chairman proposed the question that Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture Land and Fisheries 

be supplemented by the sum of $9,610,000. 
 

2.134 The Member for Port-of-Spain North/ St. Ann’s West sought clarification from the Minister. 
The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and the Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Land and Fisheries provided explanations for the supplementation. 
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2.135 The question was put and agreed that Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries be 
supplemented by the sum of $9,610,000. 

 
Total Supplementation 

 
2.136 The question was put and agreed that the Appropriation for fiscal year 2025 be supplemented 

by a total of $3,143,983,761. 
 
 
REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
3.1 Requests for additional information to Ministries/Departments are listed in Appendix II of the 

Report. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
4.1 The Chairman informed Members that the debate for the adoption of the Committee’s Report 

will take place on Wednesday June 18, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
4.2 The adjournment was taken at 8:03 p.m. 

 

We certify that these Minutes are true and correct. 
        

CHAIRMAN 
 

 
SECRETARY 

 
 

Monday June 16, 2025 
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APPENDIX II 

Requests for Additional Information from Ministries/Departments 
 

 

MEETING OF STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 

OF THE 2025-2026 SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF  

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO  

JUNE 16, 2025  

 

HEAD 02 – Auditor General  

Recurrent Expenditure - $4,982,000 

02/001/23 – Fees - $2,000,000 

1. Provide a breakdown of the particulars that make up the $2 million reimbursement costs 

stemming from a judgement in favour of the Auditor General as per the Privy Council Appeal 

No. 0057 of 2024 - Auditor General vs Minister of Finance. 

2. Provide an explanation for the reimbursement costs being paid by the Office of the Auditor 

General and not the Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs. 

 

Head 03 – Judiciary  

Recurrent Expenditure – $50,000,000 

02/001/23 – Fees - $10,000,000 

1. Provide the list of funeral agencies and the corresponding amounts to be paid to said agencies 

under this line item. 

 

Head 05 – Office of the Parliament 

Recurrent Expenditure -$26,988,000 

 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $13,699,200 

1. With respect to the payment of arrears of Salaries as per the 120th Report of the Salaries 

Review Commission, provide the following: 

a. a list of  the names of persons who are to be paid; and 

b. the amount to be paid to each person. 

 

 02/001/66 Hosting of Conferences, Seminars and other Functions - $750,000 

2. Provide the sum expended for the Ceremonial Opening of the First Session, Thirteenth 

Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, including a list of service providers.  

 

Development Programme- $1,000,000 

05 – Multi-Sectoral and Other Services  

09/005/06/F/001 – Refurbishment and Re-tooling of Constituency Offices of Members of the 

House of Representatives - $500,000 



 

23 

 

3. Provide a list of the constituency offices that will benefit from this project.   

 

Head 06 – Service Commissions 

Recurrent Expenditure – $1,500,000 

02/001/08 – Rent/Lease – Office Accommodation and Storage - $1,500,000 

1. State the sum of arrears outstanding for the buildings that will be paid for under this line item. 

2. State the owner of the rental property located at Wilson Road, Scarborough, Tobago.  

 

Head 15 – Tobago House of Assembly 

Recurrent Expenditure – $32,740,140  

06/001/06 – Tobago House of Assembly - $32,740,140 

1. Provide the names of each Public Office holder and the amount each will receive under this 

line item. 

 

Head 22 – Ministry of National Security 

Recurrent Expenditure - $13,900,000 

02/004/40 – Food at Institutions - $3,700,000 

1. Provide a list of all suppliers/contractors that will be paid under this sub-item. 

 

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 

Recurrent Expenditure – $89,492,221 

02/001/23 – Fees - $71,739,861 

1. Provide details on the following: 

a. the fees allocated to new briefs; and 

b. the fees awarded post general election. 

2. What percentage of  the $54,939,861 allocation under General Administration will be used to 

pay outstanding arrears and new briefs respectively? 

3. State how much of the allocation is to be spent on matters brought against the previous 

Government by Mr. Ravi Balgobin Maharaj. 

 

Head 26: Ministry Of Education  

Recurrent Expenditure - $296,106,000 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $33,042,000 

1. State the sum that will be allocated towards payment of salaries and arrears to the ECCE 

Teachers and Assistant Teachers respectively. 

2. State the sum of the $33,042,000.00 that will be paid to other contracted officers. 

a. Provide a list of the other contracted officers to be paid from this supplementation. 

 

02/001/37 – Janitorial Services - $26,064,000 

3. Provide the following regarding the seven (7) Janitorial Companies contracted for janitorial 

services: 
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a. the companies to be paid; 

b. the amount to be paid to each company; 

c. the total arrears owed to each company; 

d. the amount of arrears to be paid through this supplementation; and  

e. the outstanding balance of the arrears owed to each company after payments have been 

made. 

 

04/006/35 – Direct University Services - Current - $180,000,000 

4. Provide a breakdown of the payment of arrears of salaries and allowances due to the academic, 

senior administrative and professional staff of the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine 

Campus, for the period 1/1/14 to 31/7/20. 

5. Provide a breakdown of the payment of arrears of salaries due to Estate Police Officers within 

the domain of the University of the West Indies for the period 1/8/14 to 31/7/20. 

a. Provide the number of Estate Police Officers to be paid in each category and the total 

to be paid per category. 

 

Development Programme – $159,000,000 

09/05/006/A/042 – Acquisition and Delivery of Laptops and Tablets - $76,000,000 

1. State whether the devices were procured and detail the current stage in the procurement 

process i.e. sole select or competitive tendering. 

2. State: 

a. the projected cost of the devices; 

b. the brand and specifications of the laptops to be procured; 

c. the person(s) responsible for the procurement of the laptops;  

d. the expected date the laptops will be delivered; and 

e. the warranty arrangements for the laptops. 

09/005/06/F/042 – Emergency Repair /Refurbishment Works to Schools - $83,000,000 

1. Provide the following: 

a. the scope of works to be undertaken at schools; 

b. the list of schools that are in need of repairs; 

c. the cost provided by each district; and 

d. the list of “other facilities’ to be worked on using the $83M during the July, August 

vacation period and the sum for each facility.  

 
Head 28: Ministry of Health 

Recurrent Expenditure - $728,539,920  

02/004/39 – Drugs and Other Related Materials and Supplies - $353,701,420 

1. Provide a breakdown of the sum of $353,701,420 disaggregated to show the following: 

a. outstanding bills that would be paid from last fiscal year; and 

b. bills that would be paid for this fiscal year. 
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Head 39 – Ministry of Public Utilities 

Recurrent Expenditure - $489,470,000 

Sub-head 04 – Current Transfers and Subsidies 

06/004/51 – Water and Sewerage Authority - 480,000,000 

1. State whether the allocation of $480M would be utilised for short term employees. 

2. Provide the number of contract employees who will benefit from the supplementation of 

$480M. 

 

Head: 43 – Ministry of Works and Transport 

Recurrent Expenditure - $266,271,000 

02/002/09 – Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $1,908,000 

1. Provide a breakdown of the vehicles and equipment to be rented from this allocation and the 

rental cost of each. 

 

02/002/28 – Other Contracted Services - $14,100,000 

2. Provide a breakdown of the services to be contracted with the allocation. 

 

02/005/09 – Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $49,409,000 

3. Provide a breakdown of the vehicles and equipment to be rented from this allocation and the 

rental cost of each. 

 

02/005/28 – Other Contracted Services - $30,000,000 

4. Provide a breakdown of the other contracted services to be paid from this allocation. 

 

06/004/39 – Airports Authority of Trinidad and Tobago - $45,000,000 

5. Provide the categories of employees who will benefit from the payment. 

 

 

 

Head: 64 – Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 

Recurrent Expenditure - $119,117,400  

02/001/08 – Rent / Lease – Office Accommodation and Storage - $4,000,000 

1. State the following: 

a. the sum of arrears outstanding for the buildings that will be paid for under this line 

item; and 

b. the names of the respective landlords that will benefit from this allocation. 

 

02/001/09 – Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $3,000,000 

2. Provide a list of the suppliers of the vehicles rented/leased under this line item and the 

amounts paid to each supplier. 
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02/001/13 – Maintenance of Vehicles - $3,000,000 

3. Provide a list of the contractors and the amounts paid to each contractor for the maintenance 

of vehicles. 

02/001/40 – Food at Institutions - $5,000,000 

4. Provide a list of all suppliers/contractors that will be paid under this sub-item. 

02/001/96 – Fuel and Lubricants - $10,000,000 

5. Provide details on how much of the original allocation has been spent. 

 

02/001/23 – Fees - $10,000,000 

6. What percentage of the sum allocated will be utilised for court order matters? 

7. Provide details on how much of the original allocation has been spent. 

 

03/001/04 – Other Minor Equipment - $25,000,000  

8. State the following; 

a. the total contract cost of the body cameras supplied by Huawei; and 

b. the total outstanding sums owed to Huawei for the supply of body cameras. 

 

04/009/02 – Trinidad and Tobago Police Academy - $2,000,000 

9. Provide a detailed breakdown of the outstanding bills to be paid under this line item. 
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APPENDIX III 

Verbatim Notes 
 

 

VERBATIM NOTES OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HELD IN THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES CHAMBER, RED HOUSE, ST. VINCENT STREET, PORT OF 

SPAIN, ON MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2025, AT 1.30 P.M. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, welcome to everyone.  Thank you all for coming.  Hon. Members, 

in accordance with Standing Order 82(6) and Standing Order 87, this meeting of the Standing Finance 

Committed was convened to consider proposals for the supplementation of appropriation for the 

fiscal year 2025.   

Hon. Members, in accordance with Standing Order 45(1), the speaking time in the Standing 

Finance Committee shall not exceed five minutes on each intervention.  Can I now just tell you the 

procedure in this Committee? 

Hon. Members, the procedure for the Standing Finance Committee will be as follows:   

1. The Head and the amount to be supplemented will be announced. 

2. The Minister with responsibility will then be invited to provide an explanation for the 

supplementation. 

3. The Chairman, I, will then propose the question that the Head be supplemented. 

4. Members may then seek clarification from the Minister. 

5. Once this is process is concluded, I will then put the question that the sum to be 

supplemented be approved. 

6. The procedure will be repeated for each Head in turn. 

Hon. Members, we shall now consider the proposals for supplementation of appropriation for 

fiscal year 2025. 

Head 01: Office of the President $1,000,000 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to make a brief opening statement for a 

maximum of five minutes.  Minister, would you like your accounting officer there, or is she there? 

Hon. Tancoo:  Yes, please. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, as we begin today’s 

supplementary variation of appropriation exercise, where we are looking into the Standing Finance 

Committee, may I indicate that we are now going to be looking at a supplementation of $3.14 billion, 



 

28 

 

and this because of the fiscal, financial recklessness and free-for-all undertaken by the former 

Government where they were spending money without planning and spending without making proper 

payment arrangements.  As a result of that, we had a crash of the economy— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Tancoo:—and thanks to us now being in government, we now have access to the information.  

A lot more will be presented in the mid-year review on Wednesday, when we will be able to show how 

this former Government crashed the economy and the effects that it would have had on Ministries 

and on the population as a whole. 

Mr. Chair, I turn to the Office of the President.  The Office of the President is a department 

within the public service responsible for providing support services to Her Excellency the President 

in the execution of her functions and duties as enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago.   

The Office of the President’s mandate is to provide administrative, advisory, consultative and 

other support services to the President in Her Excellency’s exercise of her powers and functions as 

head of state of the Executive Branch.   

In conclusion, the Office of the President plays a vital role in supporting Her Excellency the 

President in a range of important constitutional, ceremonial, and administrative duties and functions.  

Supplementary funding of $1 million is required to provide for the cost of operational expenses.  Mr. 

Chair, I now have the opportunity to advise that I am open, together with the support staff, to receive 

any questions that Members may have.   

Question proposed: That Head 01 be supplemented by the sum of $1,000,000.  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I have a question. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes?   

Mr. Imbert:  Two actually.  Based on the statement made by the Minister that “the economy has 

crashed,” how is the new Government going to finance this additional— 

Hon. Member:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Imbert:  Please.  I am responding to what the Minister said.  How is the Government going to 

finance this supplementation of $1 million in this particular Item?   

And two, is this supplementation necessary because the Office of the President may have vired 

or transferred funds—well, in this particular case, this is recurrent—vired funds from these Items for 

other purposes, such as Overseas Travel and therefore, these Items have to replenished as a result?  

Hon. Tancoo:  Yes.  Mr. Chair, may I?  
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Mr. Chairman:  Yes.   

Hon. Tancoo:  Mr. Chair, thank you very much for the opportunity again.  I think the hon. Member 

will have to wait until the mid-year review to get the details about how we propose to finance the 

arrangements.  I know that he is concerned, Mr. Chair, because he himself, when he left office and 

when the PNM left office, literally abandoned the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and as a result of 

that, having bankrupted the country, he is now very concerned about where we are going to find the 

money.  However, Mr. Chair, I can assure the hon. Member that we have all intentions and all the 

wherewithal to the find the money to pay the allocations that we have proposed in today’s session.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Tancoo:  In addition, in response to his first question with regard to virement, yes, the 

President’s Office had to vire money from several Heads, from Votes 26, to cover the cost of changing 

the Coat of Arms and purchasing medals for national awards, and from Vote 16, to cover payment of 

salaries to contract and short-term employment.  And that, Sir, was because the former Minister of 

Finance underbudgeted what was required for the President’s Office.  Thank you.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Imbert:  As per my specific question, did the Office of the President vire funds from these Items 

for Overseas Travel?  That was my specific question. 

Hon. Tancoo:  I am advised by the technical staff that no such expense—[Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, to the hon. Minister, I observed that 

you are increasing the supplementation for materials and supplies by $500,000.  Can I ask the Minister 

if he can provide a detailed account of the operational expenses that he is making provision for? 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you for your question.  I am advised by the technical staff, again, that—and I 

can read the explanation here:   

The total allocation was initially utilized for the changes to the Coat of Arms on President’s 

Standards, pendants and licences; plates for the official vehicles; along for the purchasing of 

replacements for public service medals, gold, silver and bronze which bear the Coat of Arms 

for the national awards; and for the purchasing of ink for the printers at OTP.   

And that too is because of the under-provision by the former Ministry and the former Government 

for obvious expenses that should have been factored in and catered for by a proper government. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

1.40 p.m. 
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Mr. Manning:  Mr. Chairman, hi, question.  

Mr. Chairman:  San Fernando East, Member.   

Mr. Manning:  Minister of Finance, earlier you said that the Ministry of Finance would find the 

financing to cover these supplementations. 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption]  

Mr. Manning:  The same one that we are on right now.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Manning:  So, I am asking the Minister of Finance because the public has been asking. 

Mr. Chairman:  I think the furore is that you must identify which line Item you are on.  

Mr. Manning:  So, which line Item are we on?  It is 01.  Head 01. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, well— 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Chairman:  Can I remind Members, please, that we have a contingent of school children looking 

on, and if we could, perhaps, temper whatever we say or how we behave in recognition that we have 

a fairly sizable contingent of school children looking on, please?  So, could you identify the line Item 

please, Member, and let us move on?   

Mr. Manning:  Yes, that is Head 01.  

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  

Mr. Manning:  The Minister of Finance stated earlier that the Government would find the funding 

to cover this supplementation.  Could I ask the Minister of Finance to give a breakdown of exactly 

where this funding will come from? 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I see the Minister looking at me, but I recall his earlier— 

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  Hang on a second, would you?  I recall his earlier answer that he said more details 

would come in the mid-year review.  But, in order that we move along expeditiously, that is all I am 

saying at this stage.  Minister?   

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, I think that the hon. Member 

has been in this Chamber long enough to know what the purpose is of today’s exercise is.  His question 

does not arise.  We are to approve the supplementation.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Tancoo:  We are not here to discuss revenue streams, et cetera.  His question, Sir, simply does 

not arise.  And perhaps, Sir, this may be the opportune time to tell Members opposite, to remind 
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Members opposite, of what the purpose of today’s session is.  Thank you very much, Chair.  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, may I simply point out there is only one Item under discussion and 

therefore, the question, which line Item?   

Mr. Chairman:  Well, can I just simply say that this—and I am very grateful for your willingness to 

point that out to me.  But, perhaps, we could understand that insofar as the orderly progression of the 

proceedings are concerned, can I invite all Members to simply identify it, so that everyone’s at the 

same page?  I accept that, but let us move on, please.  I assume that there are no more questions under 

this Head?  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, with your indulgence, I just want to make that point.  If that question is 

repeated on every occasion, there is one Item.  It will be a redundant question. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, alright, so let us not get into an unnecessary verbal exchange on it, right?  So 

can I take it that there are no more questions on this, and we can move on?  

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 01 supplemented by the sum of $1,000,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Finance, I thank you and I thank your technical staff and your Accounting 

Officers.   

Head 02:  Auditor General, $4,982,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to similarly make a brief opening statement 

for a maximum of five minutes.   

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Auditor General is the supreme audit institution 

responsible under the Constitution for annually auditing and reporting to Parliament on the accounts 

of Trinidad and Tobago, and of all offices, courts, and authorities.  The Auditor General is also 

required to audit the accounts of any statutory body, if so directed by Parliament, and is additionally 

empowered to carry out audits of the accounts, balance sheets, and other financial statements of all 

enterprises that are owned or controlled by or on behalf of the State.  

The Auditor General conducts comprehensive audits to assess the efficiency and effectiveness 

of public spending, ensuring that public resources are used responsibly and effectively.  For the benefit 

of the listening audience, the portfolio of the Auditor General also includes the verification of 

computations of all pensions, gratuities and other separations, and benefits, paid by the State, in the 

accordance with the Pensions Act, and other arrangements, and the grant of credit on the exchequer 

account in accordance with the requirements of the Exchequer and Audit Act.   

In the conduct of the mid-year review exercise, it was determined that an overall sum of 
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$4,982,000, was required to meet the unanticipated cost being the payment of arrears of salary owed 

to holders of public offices, arising out of the implementation of the 120th Report of the Salaries 

Review Commission as well as, for expenses to be incurred under Goods and Services, such as an 

unprecedented multi-million dollar legal bill due to the recklessness of the former Minister of Finance.  

Once again, the staff at the Office of the Auditor General, and myself open the floor to receive any 

questions, Mr. Chairman, that you may approve from Members on the other side. 

Question proposed:  That Head 02 Auditor General be supplemented by the sum of $4,982,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Can I invite questions?  Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, can I go to Sub-Item 23, or 

are you at Sub-Head 01/001? 

Hon. Member:  Somebody does—[Inaudible]  

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.   

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you.  Mr. Chairman, to the hon. Minister of Finance.  I see here under Fees 

an increase of $2 million, and I see in the notes that it is with respect to the Privy Council Appeal of 

the Auditor General vs the Minister of Finance.  Well, first of all, would you be able to provide us 

with particulars of how that $2 million is made up?  

[Minister confers with technocrats]  

Hon. Tancoo:  It is ironic, Mr. Chairman, that that question is coming from the Member for Port of 

Spain North/St. Ann’s West, especially, considering that it is with specifics regard to the legal matter 

as for the Privy Council Appeal— 

Mr. Young SC:  No, I saw that.  

Hon. Tancoo:—No. 0057 of 2024, Auditor General vs the then Minister of Finance.  

Mr. Young SC:  Correct, which is what I just said.  But I am asking for particulars of the fees, because 

if it is that this is the payment of fees from that matter, should those fees not be paid from the Office 

of the Attorney General?  How are those fees now being paid out of the Auditor General?  That is 

first question.  And then secondly, I would like, please, if possible, a breakdown of the particulars to 

understand how it comes up to $2million. 

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible]  

Mr. Young SC:  What is that? 

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible]  

Mr. Young SC:  It is not his fees.  It is the Auditor General fees.  

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 
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1.50p.m.  

Hon. Tancoo:  At this point I am advised that we do not have this breakdown available at this point.  

Mr. Young SC:  So would you undertake to provide that, please? 

Hon. Tancoo:  We will consider providing such information.  I am advised by the technical team 

that those questions may be directed to the Auditor General herself.  Thank you.  

Mr. Young SC:  No.  Mr. Chair, the Auditor General is not here.  This is the purpose of the exercise.  

It would be for the Government to request it from the Auditor General, provide it to us in writing if 

it cannot be provided now.   

Hon. Tancoo:  I have already indicated, Sir, that we will consider it.  Thank you. 

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima. 

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you kindly, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, as it relates to Sub-Item 16: Contract of 

Employment.  Can I request kindly for the number of persons, names, position and salaries, please? 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, I think we are being disturbed on this side.  Can you ask the Member for 

Barataria/San Juan to cool himself?   

Mr. Chairman:  I am not too sure I could ask him to cool himself.  Whatever that means.  

Mr. Gonzales:  It means to settle down. 

Mr. Chairman:  What I certainly can do is ask him to exercise some restraint on the volume of his 

voice.  

Mr. Hosein:  Mr. Chair, because of the issues with water in this country under the guise of the 

Member for Arouca/Lopinot, we have no water to cool ourselves in this country, eh. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Can I remind everyone that there is a large contingent of school children looking on.  

Please, let us move on, shall we. 

Hon. Tancoo:  If I may.   

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, Minister. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you very much for the question from the Member for Arima.  Member, the 

following are the positions, the title of the contract positions that fall under the funding that has been 

requested:  Senior legal officer; Information and Communication Technology, ICT technical officer; 

the public audit specialist, there are four positions of public audit specialist; there are three positions 

for business operations assistant; there are two positions for pension and leave-checking officer; there 
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is one temporary position, very temporary for two months for office support assistant; there is one 

position for checking officer; a position for support assistant and three clerical assistants.  If I may, 

these were persons who would have been employed from May to September 2025. 

Ms. Beckles:  So those positions are already on the establishment? 

Hon. Tancoo:  Yes, Ma’am.   

Ms. Beckles:  Okay. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin Central. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Chairman.  Just to add to the Opposition Leader, these positions 

already have people in posts? 

Hon. Tancoo:  Correct.  There are three positions that are currently recruitment in process.  That 

would have been the pension and leave-checking officer, two positions there, two pension and leave 

checking officers and one office support assistance.  Those three are recruitment in process.  Thank 

you.  

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Member for Diego Martin Central beat you to it. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, I would give way to the— 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you.  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair, to the hon. Minister.  I just want to clarify on the 

same line Item, whether he expects those positions to be filled before the conclusion of this fiscal 

year? 

Hon. Tancoo:  Yes, Sir, that is why provision is being made for them now. 

Mr. Chairman:  I am somewhat disinclined to allow you, but I will go ahead because you ceded and 

gave way.  That is fine, go ahead.  Member for Diego Martin Central. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Minister of Finance, can you give us details as to the process for recruitment that 

was followed?   

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I am not entirely sure that that is a legitimate question, quite frankly, in this 

exercise.  I suppose you can ask it in a different forum, but I am not entirely sure that this is a 

permissible question for this exercise.  Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.   

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, back at Sub-Item 23 under Sub-Head 

2, this is the fees.  I did not get an answer so let me ask the question again.  Is this the payment of fees 

or is it the payment of cost?  Because, of course, as I said the cost that would have been awarded for 

the action that you referred to should be paid by the Office of the Attorney General.  I cannot see 
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how it would be that the Office of the Auditor General would be paying the fees of the individual 

involved who was then in litigation with the then Minister of Finance.  Can I get some clarity as to 

whether it is her fees being paid? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Tancoo:  I am looking, I do not know if we are looking at the same— 

Mr. Young SC:  Sub-Item 23:  Fees, $2 million.   

Hon. Tancoo:  You are asking if this is for payment for fees? 

Mr. Young SC:  Fees.  You see, the public service and the Office of the Auditor General cannot pay 

the fees for the individual, for the Auditor General.  I understand if as you said, it is as the result of 

being successful in litigation in the Privy Council costs have been awarded and cost total $2million 

which is why I asked for a breakdown.  Chairman, would be well aware of the process.  If it is in fact 

that costs were awarded there would be a process for taxation or maybe there has been an agreement 

as to the cost but then it would be cost awarded and that should be paid by the Office of the Attorney 

General.  It is not usual, I am not sure it is proper for the Auditor General, it was an individual in this 

case, for those fees to be paid, which is what it says here, by the State as opposed to the process I have 

just outlined.  So I am seeking clarity. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Allow me, Sir.   

Mr. Young SC:  Please.   

Hon. Tancoo:—to direct you to the explanatory notes which are very, very, pellucidly clear.  02/001, 

and this is just for the record of the viewing public, these explanatory notes were circulated— 

Mr. Young SC:  Correct.  Those are the notes to which— 

Hon. Tancoo:  Allow me, please.  I allowed you to ask, allow me to respond, please.  So 02/001/23:  

Fees, $2million.  To meet the cost of reimbursement stemming from a judgement in favour of the 

Auditor General as per the Privy Council Appeal No. 0057 of 2024, Auditor General vs Minister of Finance.  

Sir, I think that is self-explanatory.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, hon. Minister of Finance, but perhaps you are not 

understanding the question I am asking.  It is not usual for the State to pay for reimbursement of fees 

in that manner.  If fees are incurred first of all, there should have been, and that is for the Auditor 

General to pay, there should have been an agreement by the Attorney General at the time.  My 

recollection and I think it is on record in public, is the hon. Attorney General at the time had refused 

to pay the fees of the Auditor General.  So therefore it was incumbent on the individual to cover the 

fees.  So is it now that the State is paying the fees of the individual and that would be quite improper.  
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So I am asking, I asked before for a breakdown of the particulars.  I can understand if it is an award 

of cost as the result of being successful in litigation.  That is something that is very separate to the 

payment by the State of an individual’s fees.  And you are telling me you are reimbursing an individual’s 

fees.  That is quite improper.  So I am just seeking clarification. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Asked and answered.   

Mr. Young SC:  Well, actually it is not.   

Mr. Chairman:  I think that in all fairness as Chairman of this Committee, can I advise the Member 

that there was some litigation recently that I know of that a consent order was entered into.   

Mr. Young SC:  In this matter?   

Mr. Chairman:  I am simply for the public record.  I am not entering the debate. 

Mr. Imbert:  Chair, with great respect, hon. Chairman, you are not supposed to intervene and clarify 

anything that the Government needs to clarify. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I do not entirely agree with you, Member.  Well, no, you see because the 

proceedings, the accuracy of the public record and the contextual accuracy is extremely important.  I 

am just asking the Member if he could perhaps have recourse to a recent consent order that was well 

publicized and perhaps the Member could come and ask it at a different time. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman— 

Mr. Chairman:  So that we simply just have the accuracy of the public record.   

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chair, with the greatest of respect—just excuse me, hon. Member, with the greatest 

of respect it is not in your place to make that kind of statement.  You are here to chair the proceedings.  

Not to offer advice or to clarify. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I am— 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you.  Mr. Chair, having heard the previous utterances without getting into the 

debate that was just taking place, if in fact there was a consent order and I did refer to the possibility 

of a consent order, again it does not negate the question I am asking.  A consent order, assuming it 

was agreed that there would be payment of the Auditor General’s cost of $2million, well, I am not 

aware because I was not involved, of $2million, then those costs must be paid by the Attorney 

General’s Department.  It cannot be a consent order that the Office of the Auditor General would 

pay the individual’s fees for reimbursement in this matter.  All I am seeking is particulars.  Perhaps 

those particulars can be provided if there is no immediate answer. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Mr. Chair, the hon. Member is well aware of the options available to him through the 
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Parliament via questions, et cetera, on the Order Paper.  He is very well aware of the process that he 

could follow to get further information, to get clarifications as he currently seeks. Those issues do not 

fall under the issues that we are raising here and that we are dealing with today.  Thank you very much. 

Mr. Young SC:  Mr. Chair, with the greatest of respect, this is the period of time to ask it.  We have 

come here today, being asked as a representative of the people for Port of Spain North/ St. Ann’s 

West, being asked by the Government, to approve $2 million in fees. If I am not being permitted to 

ask the Minister of Finance for particulars—and I am giving the option as it is a reasonable one. You 

can provide those particulars before the mid-year review on Wednesday, provide it in writing. But the 

population needs to know, $2 million in fees, what are the particulars of how those fees are equated, 

and then who those fees are being paid to, because it is not the State to the State. It is not the Treasury 

paying fees to the office of the Auditor General. 

Mr. Chairman:  I think the point has sufficiently been made and I think we be laboured this Item 

long enough. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  So perhaps we can move on for the economy of time. 

Mr. Young SC:  So there is a refusal to answer the question?  

Mr. Chairman:  I am not saying that. I think there was a sufficiently clear enough statement as to 

why—[Inaudible] 

Mr. Young SC:  By reading it? 

Mr. Chairman:  All right. Can we move on?  Are there any other questions concerning this item?  

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 02 supplemented by the sum of $4,982,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Finance, can I thank you, once again, and can I thank your officer from 

the Auditor General’s Department?   

We move now to Head 03: Judiciary.   

Head 03: Judiciary, $50,000,000 

Mr. Chairman:  I now invite the Minister of Justice to make a brief opening statement. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Maharaj: The Judiciary, as a third arm of the State, is charge with the responsibility of 

resolving disputes that arise in our society and that are brought before the courts, ensuring justice, 

stability and the rule of law in our society.  While the Judiciary as an independent institution of state 
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must remain and must also appear unbiased in disputes that arise between citizens and the State, there 

must be a committee of relations between the separate arms of the State: Parliament, Executive and 

Judiciary. There must be a mutual understanding of purpose, rules and objectives of each arm and 

agency of the State, so that policies, 

laws and resources are applied in keeping with the needs of the society for the application and 

dispensation of justice.   

In this regard, there remain open lines of communication between the hon. Chief Justice in 

his administrative capacity as head of Judiciary, with his administrative arm and the Executive, and its 

agencies and departments to ensure that the resources and government support are provided for 

judicial operations and court improvement initiatives.   

The justice system is an intertwined web of systems that work together to resolve disputes and 

maintain the law and order of society.  Delivery of justice requires collaboration among justice sector 

agencies, including government agencies, the public and private Bar, and public and private bodies 

that convene together in the arena of the courts of justice in support of the overarching goal of 

dispensing justice.   

In its administrative capacity, the Judiciary continues to rely on the Attorney General as a 

conduit to the Executive branch, the Cabinet and the Legislative branch, because there is no direct 

representation by the Judiciary at either forum, and so the voice of the Judiciary is expressed through 

its conduit, the Attorney General.   

In this dispensation, collaboration between the Judiciary, the Office of the Attorney General, 

the Minister of Justice is critical for the effective coordination of justice sector players to achieve the 

objectives of a well-oiled, speedy and reliable justice system.  

In this fiscal year 2025, the Judiciary has been allocated just over $708 million for recurrent 

and capital expenditure.  The sum of $642,208,339 has been provided to fund recurrent activities, and 

$67,200,000, has been provided for capital expenditure and development projects.   

In keeping with this Administration’s commitment to ensure a properly resourced Judiciary, 

this administration proposes a supplementary allocation to further support the Judiciary’s 

transformation and modernization thrust due to a deficient allocation made at the beginning of the 

financial year.  In determining the quantity of the supplementary allocation, the Minister of Finance 

took into consideration the needs and views of the Judiciary, the finite and limited resources of the 

State, and balance the needs of the Judiciary against the needs of other areas of the State.  

The proposed Judiciary allocation, Mr. Chairman: Recurrent expenditure, $50 million, $30 
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million of that is going to contract employment—really, the shortfall in the 2025 deficit was 44, so the 

Judiciary of its own will source another 8 million from within its exist budgetary allocation—fees of 

$10 million dollars to enable the cost of payment owed to funeral agencies and pathologists, and to 

compensate jurors for their services; and finally, for security services, $5 million to meet the cost of 

payment to security firms providing essential protection services to the officers of the judicial arm.  So 

you have 35 and 10, 45, and 5 making $50 million.  Thank you. 

Question proposed: That Head 03 be supplemented by the sum of $50,000,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Can I invite questions? Member for Arima.  

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you kindly, Chair. Can I—in relation to the funeral agencies, can I enquire how 

much is owed to the respective agencies, the pathologists and the jurors? Can I get an indication as to 

how long these fees have been outstanding, and can I also ask for a list of the funeral agencies?  

Hon. Maharaj:  At the beginning of the 2025 financial year, the amount owed to funeral agencies 

amounted to $18.2 million, of which $11.6 million has been paid to date.  It must be noted that 8 

million in claims was submitted to the Judiciary for payment during the 2025 financial year and the 

sum of $14.6 million in claims remain pending and owing to funeral agencies. Jurors and witnesses for 

the period 2017 to 2018, $7,780,664.  

2.10 p.m.  

Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you Chair.  So, the only outstanding thing would be the list of the agencies.  

The list of the funeral agencies.  

Hon. Maharaj:  The list of the funeral agencies?   

Mrs. Beckles:  You can provide that at a later stage.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Yes, I do not have that information now, but that can be provided.  

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Member for San Fernando— 

Hon. Maharaj:  Sorry, we do have it.  We do have it, if I may.  It is a pretty long list.  Do you want 

the entire list?  

Mrs. Beckles:  No, I do not need you to read it out.  You can just submit it; that is fine.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Mr. Chairman: 

 Dass Funeral Home 

 Dass Funeral Home  

 Sterlin & Terry Funeral Home Ltd. 

 Simpson’s Memorial Ltd   
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 Grace Funeral Home  

 Roland Boodoo’s Funeral Home  

 J. E. Guide Funeral Home & Crematorium Limited  

 Junior Armstrong Memorial Funeral Services  

 Belgroves Funeral Home  

 Ideal Funeral Sanctuary Limited 

 Clive Allen Funeral Services Co. Ltd & Crematorium. 

 Wight’s Funeral Home 

 Clark & Battoo Ltd 

 Boysie Boodoo Funeral Home and Crematorium Ltd 

 Quashie’s Funeral Home & Chapel 

 David Guide & Son Funeral Services  

 David Boodoo’s Funeral Home Ltd 

 L. Armstrong’s Funeral Home 

 Precious Memories Funeral Services Ltd 

 Janel Funeral Chapel Ltd 

 SIMO HSJ Simpson & Sons Funeral Home 

 Ely Funeral Home 

Mrs. Beckles:  I am grateful for the list.  So in submitting same, can you also attach the amounts 

owed to the individuals?  You can submit it.  There is no need to give it right now, just in the interest 

of time.   

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you so much.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for San Fernando East.   

Mr. Manning:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Under line Item 02/001/16: Contract Employment for 

$35 million.  Is this Contract Employment for existing contracts, or are these new contracts?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Existing contracts, Member.  The contract posts approved to the Judiciary, 1980 

approved.  The positions filled are 1402 posts filled.  Contract posts vacant, just by way of information, 

578 million.  So for the contract posts already filled, the allocation for the 2025 was $168,000,500, of 

which there was a deficit of $44 million.  So that is part payment towards the $44 million deficit.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.  
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Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  To the hon. Minister, with respect to that response, 

your clarification, you said that there are 578 vacant contract positions?  

Hon. Maharaj:  578 vacant contract positions.  That is correct.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Is it that the Judiciary is looking to fill those positions?   

Hon. Maharaj:  I think in their best attempts, they would certainly like to fill it for the full efficiency 

of the Judiciary.   

Mr. Gonzales:  But with respect to this fiscal year, do you expect any of those positions to be filled, 

and if so, how many?  

Hon. Maharaj:  I am not too sure I can answer that question right now. I am sure when 

representations are made, deliberations can be determined and a rationalization can be reached on the 

matter. But some of it is very important, because under the new AJIPA system, we need more Masters 

to fill certain positions for proper efficiency, especially the criminal justice side posts.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, to the hon. Minister, those positions have the Cabinet approval?  

Hon. Maharaj:  The 578 vacant positions?  

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes.  

Hon. Maharaj:  I am advised that it has, yes.  As you know, this has been outstanding.  This is what 

this administration has met with, so this has to be rationalized with the Judiciary.   

Mr. Gonzales:  But governance is a continuation.   

M r Chairman:  Is that a comment or a question?  

Mr. Gonzales:  It is a comment.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin North/East.  

Mr. Imbert:  Yes.  Within the three months left in the financial year, would it be possible to utilize all 

of the funds you are asking fo, in terms of recruiting all of these people in the context of the procedures 

that have to be followed to recruit the persons involved? 

Hon. Maharaj:  Well, maybe I did not make myself clear.  These are existing positions that have been 

already been filled by the Judiciary, but this is arrears, a deficit in payment towards those positions.  

So, it is no fresh recruitment.   

Mr. Imbert:  No problem, thank you.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Just for clarification, this is to supplement to provide for the shortfall in the allocation 

made in the 2025 budget by your good self, the former Minister of Finance.  This is that shortfall. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Question put and agreed to. 
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Head 03 supplemented by the sum of $50,000,000 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Justice, may I thank you and your staff? 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Head 04:  Industrial Court, $771,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Justice to make a brief statement, the usual five 

minutes on this Item.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  This year, 2025, marks the 60th anniversary 

of the Industrial Court of Trinidad and Tobago, as in 1965 it became the first industrial court to be 

established in the English-speaking Caribbean.  Today, the Industrial Court continues to be an 

important institution in the delivery of fair, equitable and expeditious justice to citizens of Trinidad 

and 

Tobago.  The court is seized with the power to adjudicate on and therefore resolve unresolved disputes 

between employers and unions that deal with breaches of the Industrial Relations Act, matters relating 

to maternity benefits, minimum wages, retrenchment and severance benefits and occupational health 

and safety matters, amongst others.  

Further, the court, under section 12 of the Industrial Relations Act, regularly engages in 

conciliation to assist parties in finding amicable, voluntary resolutions to disputes.  The court is 

comprised of a complement of experienced and qualified members who are appointed based on 

expertise in the areas of industrial relations, law, economics and accounting.   

Additionally, there is a special tribunal in the court, which was established by the Civil Service 

Act, Chap. 23:01.  The special tribunal, which hears and determines disputes in the civil service, the 

police service, the fire service, the prison service, the teaching service, the supplemental police and the 

Central Bank.  The tribunal consists of the Chairman of the Essential Services Division of the 

Industrial Court and two other members.  

Mr. Chairman, with regard to the supplemental request made—allocation—for the heading 

Contracted Services, the amount that has been requested is $450,000.  Some of the services provided 

under this Vote would be the payment of Computer Aided Transcription Reporters who provide court 

reporting services for the Court Reporting Unit; payment of MTS horticultural services for the court; 

and payment of Rentokil for pest control servicing.  The other heading Mr. Chairman, Short-term 

Employment.  The sum allocated for this amount is $187, 000.  And, the other Item it is for security 

services in the sum of $134,000, making a grand total of $771,000.   

Question proposed: That Head 04 be supplemented by the sum of $771,000.  
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Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair. To the hon. Minister, I just want to get clarification 

on the Sub-Item 28: Other Contracted Services.  Can the hon. Minister, clarify whether or not these 

verbatim reporters are on the establishment of the Industrial Court? 

2.20 p.m. 

Hon. Maharaj:  In answer to your question, hon. Member, there are 23 vacancies for that position 

within the Industrial Court and they have not been able to attract that talent so it is for outside 

transcription services that this is for.  They have to recruit from the outside.   

Mr. Gonzales:  So is it that you are now looking to go out to contract those services and if so, what 

is the procurement process that you intend to utilize for this?   

Hon. Maharaj:  Just to be clear, your answer is for existing contracting services? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Yes. 

Mr. Gonzales:  So I am asking⸻my first question to you is whether or not these positions are on the 

establishment of the Industrial Court.   

Hon. Maharaj:  No, they are not because that has not been filled, so they had to go outside to 

contracting services.  So I hope that answers your question.   

Mr. Gonzales:  No, it is not clearly answering my question.  So how then do you make use of that 

service? 

Hon. Maharaj:  How does—? 

Mr. Gonzales:  How are you making use of that service?  How do you contract or procure that 

particular service?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Industrial Court has to contract these services from outside contractors, right, and 

retirees from the public service that have been contracted by the Industrial Court.  

Mr. Gonzales:  So do you have them on a short-term basis?  Is that what you are saying?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Long-term please. 

Mr. Gonzales:  What is the term?  What is long?   

Hon. Maharaj:  Approximately six months to a year, Member.  

Mr. Gonzales:  So they are within their contractual period at this point in time, Minister?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Yes, they are. 

Mr. Gonzales:  And when do you expect them to complete their contractual engagement?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Well, when the terms comes up for⸻ 
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Mr. Gonzales:  So what you are asking for would be sufficient to take you to the end of this fiscal 

year? 

Hon. Maharaj:  Yes, it would. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay.  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  The Minister of Finance wants to provide a clarification.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  I thank the hon. Minister for his information.  It is 

ironic that my friend from Arouca/Lopinot is asking these questions, especially when the employment 

of the very same contract staff took place under their Government⸻ 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Tancoo:⸻and what is being asked now is to actually meet the gap between what was supposed 

to have been provided to these very same officers in the last budget by their Government.  It is very 

unfortunate that we are spending parliamentary time answering questions that are best answered by 

those on the opposite side. 

Mr. Gonzales:  [Inaudible] —to show the purpose of this exercise is to allow the Opposition to ask 

questions based on Items being provided.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  So this exercise is for the benefit of the national community.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  So if we are annoying the hon. Minister, then I do not apologize but we are asking 

questions in the national interest and he is not to provide any obstruction to this exercise. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  I think it is unfortunate to characterize the contribution of any Member as 

obstruction or obstructionist.  Can I just urge that we use less hyperbolic language and perhaps you 

could favour more anodyne language to describe your colleagues?  Understood?  Thank you.  Member 

for Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  For the record, certainly under this side when we 

were in Government, there was absolutely no interference with the Industrial Court and who they 

may or may not have hired, once they had the Cabinet authority for the positions.  That also applied 

for the Judiciary⸻ 

Mr. Tancoo:  Which line Item are you on? 

Mr. Young SC:  If the Minister of Finance would allow me to finish.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Which line Item are you on? 
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Mr. Young SC:  So I just want to mark the record that any suggestion⸻ 

Mr. Tancoo:  State your line Item. 

Mr. Young SC:⸻that those on this side would have interfered with the Industrial Court and its 

operations is a fallacy.   

Ms. Ameen:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman, the Member for San⸻wherever, “he making 

unnecessary⸻” 

Mr. Chairman:  Member. 

Mr. Young SC:  Member for wherever?  

Ms. Ameen:  Yeah. 

Mr. Chairman:  Members, I do not think that there was any suggestion.  I mean, when you look at 

the utterances⸻hold, hold on a minute.  When you look at the utterances coming both from the 

Minister of Justice and the Minister of Finance, I do not think there could be any suggestion that there 

was remotely any insinuation whether direct, indirect, tangential or otherwise that any one interfered 

with any court.  So it is unfortunate but let us move on.  I take it that there are no other questions on 

these line Items. 

Mr. Young SC:  Mr. Chair, the suggestion was that it was done under “you all” and a reference to the 

Chief Whip. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes but let us fairly characterize what was said so let us move on please.  I take it 

that there are no other questions to these line Items.  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Item 43, Security Services, can the hon. Minister 

indicate or itemize the security firms that these payments are due and outstanding?  

Hon. Maharaj:  The firm used is the MTS, National Maintenance Training and Security Services 

Company Limited. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, thank you very much.  Can the hon. Minister indicate whether or not there 

is an existing contract and the extent and when that contract is due to expire?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Member, my instruction is that the contract has expired, has expired, yes. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin Central. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  I just wanted to confirm line Item 01/22: Short-

Term Employment, are these positions additional short-term employment to the end of the fiscal or 

is it to cover existing persons?  

Hon. Maharaj:  The answer is to cover what is already existing. 
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Mr. Chairman:  So we go now. 

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 04 supplemented by the sum of $771,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Justice, thank you and thanks to your staff. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Head 05:  Office of the Parliament, $27,988,000 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to make the usual brief opening statement. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, the Office of the Parliament provides 

administrative and apolitical support services to the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  The Office functions under the leadership of the Clerk of the House assisted by the Clerk 

of the Senate as deputy head.  The Office also ensures the proper functioning of the Chamber which 

includes the provision of procedural advice and essential professional support services.  

The supplementation of the Appropriation by the sum of $27,988,000 was required to meet 

unanticipated costs being the payment of arrears of salary owed to holders of public offices arising 

out of the implementation of the 120th Report of 

the Salaries Review Commission as well as for expenses to be incurred under an array of items listed 

under Goods and Services.  I now hold ourselves open for questions from Members opposite.  Thank 

you. 

Question proposed:  That Head 05 be supplemented by the sum of $27,988,000. 

2.30 p.m.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for St. Ann’s East. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  With regard to line Item 01/001/01:  Salaries and 

Cost of Living Allowance.  We have some categories of persons to be paid under this Item.  Is it 

possible to get the names of the persons who are to be paid, and the amounts which they are to be 

paid, in terms of the arrears?  

Hon. Tancoo:  You are asking for persons’ names and salaries? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Just the arrears, not their salaries, the arrears that are to be paid using this 

expenditure here.  

Hon. Tancoo:  I am sorry, we do not have that information available to us right now, but we will 

consider providing it to you in due course.  Thank you.    

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, may I ask for some understanding of the requirements to provide 

in writing?  Is it a consideration, or is it something that is required if the information is not available 
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based on when you ask the question?  

Mr. Chairman:  You can probably clarify that— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sorry, Mr. Chairman.  If I may—  

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Minister could probably clarify that, perhaps, a little more.    

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, if I may, before you ask the Minister to clarify? I am asking in 

terms of procedural rules of this Parliament and this Standing Finance Committee.  So, I am asking a 

procedural question, not necessarily relating to the specific question that I have asked here, but in 

terms of what are the requirements when information is requested and it is not available at the time. 

Mr. Chairman:  My understanding of it is this, that they can undertake specifically to provide the 

information, which if they give a specific undertaking, they must comply with it.  However, if they 

choose to use the more neutral term, “to consider it”, it is a matter which they will consider, which 

might fall entirely within their own policy considerations.   

Insofar as a consideration is concerned, there perhaps would be a range of factors to take into 

account, and not necessarily compulsory disclosure of persons’ names and salaries.  These proceedings 

are being broadcast live.  The Minister may or may not want to take into account confidentiality issues. 

That is a matter for him and his own policy considerations.   

So, I think it would very much depend on the nature of the assurance given, whether it is an 

undertaking specifically to do something, or whether it is merely an intimation that they will consider 

it. And depending on what, the Member may then have certain procedural options available to them.  

Am I clear enough? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, no.  Unfortunately, I am no clearer now than when you started.  

So, I am just asking—  

Mr. Chairman:  Perhaps, I could explain this to you very shortly.  There is a vast difference between 

giving an undertaking to provide something and saying that you will consider providing something.  

If you give a specific undertaking, then one would imagine that you have considered the range of 

factors to take into account before you give such an undertaking.  If you say that you consider, I 

suppose that the Minister retains that residual discretion to consider it, together with the range of 

factors which provide for disclosure and which militate against disclosure. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, with respect, I understand that.  What I am asking is, based on 

the requirements of this House and this Committee, what a Minister is required to disclose, whether 

they are saying it orally here, or whether they have to provide it in writing.  I am asking a procedural 

question because— 
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Mr. Chairman:  My understanding—the short answer to that, my understanding is that there is no 

such requirement. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There is no such requirement to provide—  

Mr. Chairman:  That is what I am advised by those who are far more experienced in these matters 

than I am.  However, if you would like, I could perhaps expand on it at some other time, but in the 

interest of the economy of time, perhaps we could move on if there is any other question to the 

Minister. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, there is.  I would like to ask a question.    

Mr. Chairman:  And the Member for Diego Martin North/East can perhaps move on to ask the 

question. 

Mr. Imbert:  Based on what the Minister of Finance has said, is the Minister saying that he is unaware 

that with respect to Head 05, Item 01, Sub-Item 01, that this is back pay for Opposition, UNC 

Members of Parliament, as a result of the SRC report?  Is the Minister saying that he is not aware that 

this Item is to pay him and his colleagues back pay arising from the SRC report?  

Hon. Tancoo:  That I can answer. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yes. 

Hon. Tancoo:  The One Hundred and Twentieth Report of the Salaries Review Commission was 

brought by the People’s National Movement Government— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Tancoo:—and approved in the House of Parliament by the People’s National Movement 

Government.  The gentlemen across on that side are very well aware that this is to deal with payments 

to several classes of individuals.  It is not for the payment of the Opposition.  It is for the payment of 

Members of Parliament, including yourselves, and this was brought to the Chamber by the 

Government of the PNM.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to respond when the Minister—  

Hon. Tancoo:  Proceed. 

Mr. Imbert:  That statement is incorrect.  We are dealing with the Parliament.  We are dealing with 

Head 05, Item 001, Sub-Item 01.  This has nothing to do with persons who are on this side at this 

point in time.  This deals with Members of Parliament in the previous Parliament, and is the Minister 

saying that he is unaware that this Item is for him to get back pay?  

Hon. Tancoo:  Mr. Chair, I would really want Members on the opposite side to read and digest the 
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explanatory notes, because the explanatory notes are very clear.  Allow me, for the public record, to 

clear up and disabuse the Member of any of his issues.   

The purpose of this is to honour the payment of arrears of salaries as per the One Hundred 

and Twentieth Report of the Salaries Review Commission, as well for increased monthly 

payments.  The arrears of salaries have been audited and are scheduled for payment.  The 

arrears of salaries are due to Members of Parliament—including the Member opposite— 

Mr. Imbert:  No way.  That is not true. 

Hon. Tancoo:   

—Senators, Speaker of the House, Deputy Speaker, Leader of the Opposition, President of 

the Senate, Vice-President of Senate, Clerk of House, Clerk of the Senate, Ombudsman, 

Executive Officer to the Ombudsman, Head of…Legal…and State Counsel… 

Mr. Chair, I think that the information there is sufficient to clarify the issues raised by the Member. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to speak after the Minister is finished.  The Minister has said 

it includes payment for Members on this side—  

Mr. Chairman:  Can you ask a question? 

Mr. Imbert:  I may ask the question another way.  Is the Minister unaware of the fact that this is only 

for former UNC Opposition Members of Parliament and does not include any payment for Members 

of Parliament on this side?  Is the Minister unaware of that fact?  Because he keeps saying it is for 

payment for people on this side, which I know is not true.  So, is he unaware that this is for his back 

pay and his UNC colleagues in the former House of Representatives?  Yes or no? 

Hon. Tancoo:  I want to refer you, again, to the explanatory notes: 

Members of Parliament, Senators, Speaker of the House, Deputy Speaker, Leader of the 

Opposition, President of the Senate—the President of the Senate was not a Member of on 

this side, is not a Member on this side—Vice-President of the Senate, Clerk of House, Clerk 

of Senate, Ombudsman, Executive Officer to the Ombudsman, Head of the Legal Division, 

and Senior State Counsel I.   

The explanations, Sir, are in the explanatory notes that Members opposite would have received 

previously.  I think this matter has been clearly explained. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for St. Ann’s East.    

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I would like to have a breakdown of how much of 

the $13.6million is to be used to pay Members of Parliament, their arrears, Senators, in the different 

categories that are outlined here, please.  
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Hon. Tancoo:  Again, Ma’am, we will consider your request.  There are several factors—  

Hon. Member: [Interruption] 

Hon. Tancoo: There are several factors involved in considering these matters, especially when you 

have information that needs to be tabulated, collated, et cetera, on a short-term basis.  Thank you very 

much.  

2.40 p.m.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, I must again ask is there going to be a request made by the 

Parliament for the information within a specific time frame.   

Hon. Tancoo:  I think I have already— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sorry, I am asking—sorry Minister.   

Mr. Chairman:  You are asking me that question?   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, as the Chairman of the Committee.  

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I will have to defer to the advice of the public servants who know this far 

better than I do.  And, I will have to defer to them and what is the practice, what is the usual practice, 

and also what I am legally permitted to do other regard to what you just asked.  So I cannot now 

provide an answer to that.  The short answer to your enquiry is that.  Can we just move on?  I see Port 

of Spain North/St. Ann’s—  Are you finished Member, sorry?  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Well, I was asking, Mr. Chairman, respectfully, if there would be a time frame in 

which you would respond to my question?  

Mr. Chairman:  I cannot now answer that I am afraid.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, in an attempt to assist my colleague, 

the hon. Member for St. Ann’s East, I would like to draw attention to Standing Order 84(3) and if I 

may, it says: 

“In...consideration of each Head identified the Standing Finance Committee”—which is us 

gathered here—“may seek clarification from the relevant Accounting Officers and 

technocrats.” 

So really what that indicates is that we are permitted to ask questions of the technocrats as a matter of 

courtesy.  We do it through the Minister who is there present.  However, it is incumbent on the 

technocrats to provide the information that is requested by these elected Members of Parliament.   

Hon. Tancoo:  Noted.   

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, I accept the Standing Order says that but I—anyway when called upon we will 

decide.  Perhaps it might be the ideal thing to issue a practice note on.  I will consider issuing a practice 
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note or amending the Standing Orders because what the Member for St. Ann’s East is asking, there is 

no specific time frame on it, so we could probably consider that.  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, Item 001:  Sub-Item 64:  Operations of 

Constituency Offices.  I am seeing that there is an increase in the allocation of $5 million.  Can the 

hon. Minister indicate what specifically that $5 million is intended to be utilized for?  

Hon. Tancoo:  I am advised by the Clerk of the House that that is to pay for persons who are no 

longer employed or whose term of office would have ended given the change in government, 

severance benefits, et. cetera. 

Mr. Gonzales:  [Inaudible] 

Hon. Tancoo:  Correct. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  I am referring now to Sub-

Item 66:  Hosting of Conferences, Seminars and other Functions.  I am seeing an increase in the 

allocation by $750,000.  I am told that it is for the ceremonial opening of Parliament.  Can the hon. 

Minister state or give some information with respect to the service providers that would have 

accounted $750,000 for the ceremonial opening of the Parliament?   

Hon. Tancoo:  Unfortunately, we do not have that information at hand and I am advised by the 

technical staff that that can be provided in writing in due course.   

Mr. Gonzales:  When you say in due course, would it be in time for the mid-term review, Sir?   

Hon. Tancoo:  Mid-term review is on Wednesday.  We will try our very best to get it to you by that 

time.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much hon. Minister.   

Hon. Tancoo:  You are most welcomed.   

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members the question is that— 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  I think you might have— 

Mr. Imbert:  I still have something on this Item.   

Mr. Chairman:  But I think you might— 

Mr. Imbert:  I was waiting for them to finish talking.  I was being polite.   

Mr. Chairman:  [Laughter] I am tempted to say something cheeky.  [Laughter]  That is a rather strange 

inclination from you, but— 

Mr. Imbert:  Hold on, Mr. Chairman, I would hope you would not say that.   

Mr. Chairman:  [Laughter]   
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Mr. Imbert:  It might go towards an allegation of bias.  [Laughter]   

Mr. Chairman:  Well, you know if you want to walk that road we could walk that road but anyway, I 

will allow you to ask your question.   

Mr. Imbert:  I would never go down that road, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  I would imagine so, but ask your question.   

Mr. Imbert:  I am not stupid.   

Mr. Chairman:  [Laughter]   

Mr. Imbert:  [Laughter] So, Head 05, Sub-Head:  02; Sub-Item: 001/66.  Could I get a breakdown of 

the $750,000 that the Government spent for the opening of Parliament?   

Hon. Tancoo:  I think that question was just asked by your colleague.   

Mr. Imbert:  Breakdown.   

Hon. Tancoo:  I think that that was also asked, so if we could move on, please.   

Mr. Imbert:  I would just like to—you asked the question for a breakdown?   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima.   

Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, can I ask under Item 005, Project 001; 

Refurbishment and Re-tooling of Constituency Offices of the Members of the House of 

Representatives.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member, I am having some difficulty in hearing you with the noise coming from 

your left.  So perhaps you can ask the question again.   

Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you kindly, Mr. Chair, I am looking at Sub-Head 09:  Item 005; Project 001.  

Can I just ask for an enquiry or a list of the constituencies and offices that will benefit from that 

programme, please?   

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you very much for your questions, Member for Arima.  I am advised that we 

will provide that information in writing, and we will also be looking, trying our best to get it to you by 

the mid-year review.   

Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  I just want to ask the hon. Member, is it that you 

are saying that you do not have any information at this point in time with respect to the constituency 

offices that are air-marked to be refurbished under this line Item?   

Hon. Tancoo:  I am saying we will provide that information to you.  We do not have it at our 

immediate fingertips.   
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Mr. Gonzales:  Okay, that is fine, thanks   

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you.   

Mr. Chairman:  Shall we move on?  Hon. Members, the question is— 

Mr. Romain:  Mr. Chairman, I have one question.  With respect to the same line Item: 001/64, will 

the staff who would have been displaced at the former constituency of D’Abadie/O’Meara as a result 

of the death of the former MP be entitled to this payment?   

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you.  I am advised by the Clerk of the House that this caters for severance 

benefits.  So once they would have fallen under that caption, once they would have been severed, they 

would have been considered.   

Mr. Imbert:  May I ask a question?  Does that mean that after the tragic death of MP Morris-Julian, 

the staff are automatically severed and therefore would be entitled?  Okay, I see the Clerk is nodding, 

thank you.   

Mr. Chairman:  Can we finally put the question now?   

Question agreed to.   

Head 05 supplemented by the sum of $27,988,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Can I thank the Minister of Finance and the hardworking and very able Clerk of the 

House?  

Head 06:  Service Commissions, $1,500,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Would the Member for Bartaria stop disturbing me, please?  I will now invite the 

Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence to please make the usual brief opening 

statement.  Thank you.  Five minutes.  This is your first contribution, so might I remind you that it is 

a five-minute statement.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Thank you, Chair, colleagues, members of the viewing public.  Chair, the 

Service Commission Department is constitutionally charged with the recruitment, promotion and 

discipline of public officers, ensuring merit-based appointments and integrity in public service hiring.  

It is in many ways the backbone of our human capital management across the civil service.   

2.50 p.m.  

Hon. Smith:  The sum of $1.5 million being requested today is solely to address a shortfall in rent 

payments for the months of August and September 2025, inclusive of arrears carried forward from 

fiscal 2024.  

Chair, it is deeply troubling that an institution so critical to the functioning of the State has 
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had its operational continuity compromised by prior budgetary neglect.  We have inherited not just 

debt, but Chair, I dare say, elements of dysfunction.  The Ministry will not allow the Commission to 

operate under threat of eviction and arrears.  That would not happen, honourable Chair.   

Going forward it is our mandate to implement modern systems to track lease obligations, 

automate payment schedules and ensure no future government will face this level of administrative 

embarrassment.  Public service deserves better, the citizens of Trinidad deserve better, and we, the 

Government, will deliver.  Thank you. 

Question proposed: That Head 06 Service Commissions be supplemented by the sum of 

$1,500,000.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, to the hon. Minister, can you identify 

the buildings that those rent payments are due and outstanding?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, the buildings mentioned are Land and Securities, Cipriani Plaza, Cipriani 

Boulevard; DFL Building, Cipriani Boulevard; Trade Zone, El Socorro; Wilson Road, Scarborough; 

and Pasea Main Road, Tunapuna, those properties.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, can the Minister indicate what is the 

outstanding sum due and owing at this point in time?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, we are actually only paying for the cost of one month and those details can be 

provided to the Members opposite in due course.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Chair.  Can the Minister indicate whether the additional $1.5 

million in the supplementation will be sufficient to ensure that we have the settling of those arrears 

by the end of this fiscal year?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, I am advised that it should be sufficient to cover.  And Chair, just to add, I want 

to keep the Members opposite notified that these are arrears, meaning it fell into their annual in 2024.  

So please, Members, keep in mind we are paying for your illegitimacy.  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question after, lest you—I know, I know—you do 

not see me, I am just right here waiting.  

Mr. Gonzales:  The hon. Member said he is paying for our illegitimacy? 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I was just about to correct that.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Well, can he? 

Mr. Chairman:  Can you give me a chance please? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Chair.  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, can I ask you to please withdraw the word illegitimacy and, perhaps replace 
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it with a more neutral term, perhaps tardiness?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, I am guided by you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Just a little more neutral language.  

Hon. Smith:  No problem.  There are many more synonyms I can use at this time.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Chair, can the hon. Minister withdraw that word?  

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I think he is in the process of doing so.  So could you give him a chance?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, thank you.  There is so much urgency on the other side, yet the payments are 

arrears.  That is what we are speaking about.  So withdrawn.  

Mr. Chairman:  Let us leave it at that.  So I take it the record will reflect you withdrew the word 

illegitimacy.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima?  

Ms. Beckles:  No, no.  Sorry, my apologies.  I did not have a question.  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin North/East?  

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you.  Could the— 

Mr. Chairman:  Lest you say— 

Mr. Imbert:  Well, thank you very much for seeing me.  Could the Minister indicate who the owner 

of the Tobago property is, please?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, can he repeat?  Sorry, I did not hear him.  

Mr. Imbert:  Could the Minister please indicate who the owner of the Tobago property mentioned 

in your discourse is or who is the owner of that property?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, the information can be provided to opposite in due course.  

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 06 supplemented by the sum of $1,500,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence, I thank you and your 

technical staff.  

Head 07:  Statutory Authorities Service Commission, $1,325,500. 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence 

again to once make a brief opening statement.  

Hon. Smith:  Thank you once again, Chairman.  Chair, the Statutory Authorities Service Commission 
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holds the mandate for appointments, promotions and disciplinary oversight of officers in state 

enterprises and statutory bodies.  It plays a vital role in enforcing public accountability beyond central 

government.  The allocation that we are looking at is $1,325,000, being requested to cover areas of 

salaries and allowances, including adjusted salaries for officers, as directed by the 120th Report of the 

Salaries Review Commission and formalized via Finance Circular No. 11 of December 2024.  

Chair, what we have inherited here is a legacy of deferred obligations, in my opinion, 

individuals who carried out their duties faithfully were left behind financially, sidelined by an 

administration that simply did not plan or prioritize.  The Ministry has taken the decision not only to 

regularize these arrears but strengthen, moving forward, planning through its digital payroll forecasting 

tools.  It is time to stop reacting to crises and start budgeting like a modern state.  Again, Chair, that 

time is now.  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, the question is that that— 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, are we having discussion on this?  

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, we are.  I am putting the question.  

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you. 

Question proposed: That Head 07 Statutory Authorities Service Commission be supplemented by 

the sum of $1,325,500.   

Mr. Chairman:  Now we could have the discussion.  

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would like to know why the Minister of Public Administration is 

dealing with this item, since by law, the responsible Minister is the Minister of Finance?  The Minister 

of Finance is the one who appoints the Commission.  The Minister of Finance is the one who deals 

with everything to do with this Commission.  That is my question.  Why is the Minister of Finance 

not dealing with this?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, are you able to answer it, or would you rather seek some advice on that?  

Hon. Smith:  Chair, I would seek advice on that.  Thank you.   

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, and in any event, can I indicate, and I think the Member for Diego Martin 

North/East must know that that is not a line Item. It is an impermissible question.  So, for the sake 

of the public record, you would perhaps wish to withdraw that observation, unless you intend it to be 

a sotto voce observation.  But let us move on.  

3.00p.m.  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, my difficulty with what you are proposing is that since the Minister of 

Public Administration is not responsible for this Commission, he is in no position to answer any 
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questions of this matter. That is why I said that.    

Mr. Chairman:  Well, let us move on.  Any other questions on this?  

Hon. Members:  No.   

Mr. Chairman:  Right.   

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 07 supplemented by the sum of $1,325,500.   

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, again, to the Minister of Public Administration and your 

staff.  

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Thank you, Chair. 

Head 09:  Tax Appeal Board, $270,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Justice and the Minister in the Ministry of the 

Attorney General to make the brief opening statement.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide this submission.  I am pleased to share an overview of the Tax Appeal Board 

of Trinidad and Tobago, including its core functions and forward-looking goals.  The Tax Appeal 

Board of Trinidad and Tobago is a superior court of record.  It was established in 1966 by Act of 

Parliament, Chap. 4:50 of the laws of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  As the superior court of 

record, it determines the procedure to be followed in an appeal, and issues practice directions from 

time to time.   

The court deals with a wide variety of issues on appeal from various administrative bodies in 

respect of both direct and indirect taxes, as well as anti-dumping appeals and other related matters, 

such as petroleum taxes and appeals pursuant to various pieces of legislation, including  the 

Financial Institutions Act and the Tourism Development Act.  In relation to both direct taxes, such 

as income and corporation tax, and indirect taxes, such as value added tax or customs and excise 

duties, the quantum involved routinely concerns appeals from assessments involving millions of 

dollars, and also because of the nature of the jurisdiction, frequently involves multinational 

corporations seeking to offset office expenses among members of the group or death right off.   

However, in light of the above, due to drastic declines in the economy, due to the fluctuation 

of oil prices, the budgetary allocation for the Board has decreased tremendously. It has managed to 

weather the storm for the past two years.   

The vision of the Tax Appeal Board is to realize a fully computerized court, an e-court, 

whereby services from the registry to the court, also to the court’s external clients are available online.  
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In support of this vision, the Board’s mission is to deliver to all clients, both internal and external, a 

prompt and efficient system of appeals, from assessment to the various taxes and duties, and to deal 

effectively with any other matters which fall under its jurisdiction.   

Mr. Chairman, the amount sought is $1,190,000 as proposed.  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, perhaps you might want to— 

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you for that information.  The note provided added two extra bits of 

information.  However, the sum apparently allocated is $270,000. 

Mr. Chairman: I suppose there are no questions. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 09 supplemented by the sum of $270,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Justice and Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General, thank you 

and your staff, the Registrar.    

Head 11:  Registration, Recognition and Certification Board, $637,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development 

to make a usual brief opening statement on this.  Might I remind the Minister that the statement is to 

be confined to five minutes? Thank you very much.   

Sen. The Hon. Baptiste:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Registration, Recognition and Certification 

Board is a tripartite body created via the Industrial Relations Act, Chap. 88:01. The Board consists of 

a Chairman and eight other members who are appointed by the Minister of Labour, Small and Micro 

Enterprise Development.  The Chairman is elected by the President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago after consultations with such organizations, as her opinion is most representative of workers 

and employers.   

With respect to the members of the Board, three members are persons nominated by such 

organizations as in the opinion of the Minister as the most representative of workers; three members 

being persons nominated by such organizations as in the opinion of the Minister as the most 

representative of employers; and two members being persons jointly nominated by organizations as 

the most representative by workers and employers.   The Minister appoints the Chairman and eight 

members of the Board and shall, in a like manner, appoint an alternate member.   

The present Board was appointed in November 2022.  The Board has a Secretariat, which is 

headed by a secretary, who is the accounting officer.  The Secretariat is comprised of 25 public officers 

who carry out the day-to-day functions of the Board.  The role of the Secretariat is to provide consist, 

accurate, timely and useful information to the Board in carrying out its mandate.   
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The duties of the Board, as outlined in section 23(1) of the Industrial Relations Act, Chap. 

88:01, are as follows:   

“(a) the determination of all applications, petitions and matters concerning certifications of 

recognition under Part III, including the taking of preferential ballots under section 34(2); 

(b) the certification of recognised majority unions...   

(c) the recording of the certification of recognized majority unions.   

(d) the making of agency shop orders…and the conduct of ballots and proceedings… 

(e) the cancellation of the certification of recognition of trade unions…” 

3.20 p.m. 

Sen. The Hon. Baptiste:  F, such other matters as are referred or assigned to it by the Minister.  The 

Board generally meets once a month with ad hoc meetings as required in fulfilling its work plan.  Mr. 

Chairman, the work of the board is critical to the industrial peace of Trinidad and Tobago, and 

continues to keep abreast with the ever-evolving work environment.  I would like to thank the current 

Board and the staff of the secretariat for their ongoing commitment to our industrial relations climate.  

Mr. Chairman, we stand ready and willing to respond to questions of this honourable Committee.   

Question proposed:  That Head 11 be supplemented by the sum of $637,300.   

Mr. Chairman:  I take it there are no questions.   

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 11 supplemented by the sum of $637,300.  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you very much Minister to you and your staff.   

Head 12:  Public Service Appeal Board, $1,346,000.    

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to make the usual brief opening statement 

on this Head. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Head 12 is the Public Service Appeal Board.  The 

Public Service Appeal Board was established under section 130 of the Constitution of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  The Board is responsible for handling appeals related to decisions made by 

Service Commissions or delegated authorities in disciplinary proceedings against public officers.  We 

now hold ourselves available to answer any questions that Members may have. 

Question proposed: That Head 12 be supplemented by the sum of $1,346,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  There are no questions?  Member for Diego Martin Central who seems to make 

borderline tardiness quite a habit, but let us move on.  That was just a joke.   

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chair, you were not looking up.  My hand was up.  
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Mr. Chairman:  We could move on.  Go ahead. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Hon. Minister, 02/001/16, and it is the same question for 22 as 

well.  I want to know if the increases of $113,000 and $158,000 are for persons that are already in post 

or if these are for additional resources. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you, Member.  This is to meet with the short fall because of the under-

budgeting for this allocation.  This is to treat with persons who are already employed and to make sure 

that they are paid up to the end of the fiscal 2025. 

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 12 supplemented by the sum of $1,346,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Finance, I thank you once again.  I also thank your secretary of the Board 

and the Administrative Officer IV.  Thank you very much.   

Head 13:  Office of the Prime Minister, $128,403,880.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister to make the usual 

brief opening statement. 

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, it is a pleasure to appear before the Committee for the first time 

since our Government’s election victory on April 28th, 2025.  Mr. Chairman, I do so in full recognition 

of the critical role the Standing Finance Committee plays in ensuring transparency, accountability, and 

sound oversight in the use of public funds.   

This Government, under the leadership of the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Member for 

Siparia, remains resolute in its commitment, responsibility and strategic allocation of national 

resources with a clear focus on improving the quality of public services and safeguarding the well-

being of all citizens, especially the most vulnerable.   

Mr. Chairman, I wish to take this opportunity to provide a high-level overview of the proposed 

increases under Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister, where recurrent expenditure has been 

increased by $128.4million to address a 

number of priority areas.   

Key allocations include—Mr. Chairman, you would recall that it was under the People’s 

National Movement Government that there was an increase with respect to the 120th Report of the 

Salaries Review Commission to reflect revised compensation for holders of public offices.  Further, 

the St. Mary’s Children Home and the Children’s Authority to meet urgent operational cost for the 

final quarter of fiscal 2025, owing to short falls in the initial budgetary provision.   

The Minister of Finance earlier spoke in other areas where there appears to be under-
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budgeting.  Mr. Chairman, I make this comment knowing fully well that just a few days ago the former 

Minister of Education indicated that the PNM cares about children.  In light of this supplementation, 

Mr. Chairman, for a critical institution like the St. Mary’s Children Home and the Children’s Authority, 

which has been severely understaffed, under-resourced and under-budgeted, the statements by the 

Member for St. Ann’s East just a few days ago clearly demonstrates that it was a total untruth told to 

the population.   

Mr. Chairman, most significantly, the National Library and Information Systems, NALIS, 

where funding will support the implementation of updated compensation packages for staff.  This 

includes increases in salaries, NIS contribution, health insurance premiums, allowances, pension 

contributions, and contract-related payments as authorized by the Chief Personnel Officer.  Mr. 

Chairman, in light of the supplementation, what is clear to all and sundry is that the former 

Government crashed the economy.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. Padarath:  We are now seeing, in hard concrete evidence, high levels of incompetence.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath:  And, Mr. Chairman, I know we are not at the debate stage just as yet, but I can 

assure you from the information that is now available to us, having had it been hidden by the former 

administration, massive amounts of corruption has been unearthed and will be shared with the 

national population. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed:  That Head 13 be supplemented by the sum of $128,403,880. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin Central. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you Chairman.  Hon. Minister, from my own understanding, can you tell 

me first of all, given the reassignment of portfolios and Ministries, going forward, will the entities St. 

Mary’s Children Home and Children’s Authority remain under the OPM or would it be assigned to 

another line Ministry?  

Mr. Chairman:  Member, first of all, does that concern expenditure and a line Item or does that 

concern policy?  If it concerns policy, or whatever it is, I do not think it is a permissible question in 

this forum. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  So Chairman, if I could not be disturbed by the Member for St. Augustine please, 

Chairman.  I was just asking so I understand which Ministries—Chairman, if you could please guide 

the Member.   
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Mr. Chairman:  Can you all allow the Member to ask his question?  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you so much, Chairman. 

Ms. Ameen:  [Inaudible] I am very concerned.  He is wasting our time. 

Mr. Chairman:  Perhaps, you can temper the concern somewhat. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Chairman.  I am only asking so that I can understand the actual line 

Ministry even now that would be responsible for the expenditure and the operations if the Minister is 

happy to answer. 

3.20 p.m. 

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, if you would allow, if the hon. Member came fully prepared to deal 

with today’s Standing Finance Committee, the hon. Member should have been in a position to say 

Office of the Prime Minister, Sub-Item 04:  Item 007, Households. Seeing the Member is not doing 

his homework when he was in the Ministry as a Minister and now he as a Member of Parliament— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath:—if he follows the proper procedure, will be able to answer those questions. 

Mr. Young SC:  Mr. Chair, to pick up on the Member for Diego Martin Central, when one looks at 

the explanatory notes he is asking quite a pertinent question, because if you look at (a) it says St. Mary’s 

Children’s Home, $3,070,000 for the months July - September 2025. This is being allocated to the 

Office of the Prime Minister.  So one is quite within his purview, the Member for Diego Martin Central 

to ask, is it intended that it stay there? 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, to add to that, the Minister will remember I asked, going forward. 

Mr. Chairman:  See, the difficulty I have with that question, and I do not want to take up too much 

time, but the difficulty I have with that question, it does not concern expenditure.  Rather, it concerns 

what may happen in the future, which none of us here— 

Mr. Young SC:  No, no, Mr. Chair, with the greatest of respect, it does concern expenditure, because 

we are being asked to allocate $3 million for this period of time. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, if you would allow me to finish.  

The question as framed, has nothing to do with expenditure, it simply asks, can the Minister say 

whether those two entities will remain under the purview of the Office of the Prime Minister?  And 

my point on that is simply this, whether an entity will remain or not, it does not concern expenditure 

at this stage, that is an item in futuro that may or may not happen.  So if we could confine our questions 

to that narrow focus that we are here assembled for, I would be very grateful. 
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Mr. de Nobriga: If you would not mind, these two entities originally or prior to this Government’s 

entrance, fell under the Office of the Prime Minister, Gender and Child Affairs, which no longer 

exists.  I was simply asking Chairman, if it would remain under the Office of the Prime Minister, or if 

it would be reassigned to another line Ministry.  If the Minister does not—chooses not—Chairman, 

if you would please guide the Members of the Government who insist on the crosstalk.  It is a simple 

question, and if the Minister chooses not to answer, that is also fine, but I am asking the Chairman. 

Ms. Ameen:  [Inaudible] 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we—well, please, you see you cannot complain about crosstalk and then engage 

in it yourself.  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Well, Chairman, if the Members are not being asked to stop I would also engage 

in the crosstalk. 

Mr. Chairman:  It is a bit rich to complain about small talk when you yourself are engaging in it.  So 

let us move on. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, I did not say small talk, I said crosstalk. 

Mr. Chairman:  Crosstalk, well, perhaps my description of it might be more apt, but let us move on, 

please.  I do not think it is a permissible question, you may ask another question. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Chairman.  If the hon. Minister, 04/005/04 could give me what are 

the details of the operational costs covered by the supplementation? 

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, had the hon. Member been listening to my opening statement, the 

hon. Member would recognize and the hon. Member should know better, actually, having been in this 

office before, that our administration came in just over a month and this is a situation where the 

Government should be asking Members opposite, because this is their lack of proper budgeting.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath: This is a reflection of their waste, massive amounts of corruption and therefore, 

when the Member speaks about 04/005/04 this is clear evidence that contrary to what they tried to 

say just a few days ago, that they did not have the interest of the children who are the most vulnerable 

in our society at heart. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath: When they did not properly budget for financing the operations of the St. Mary’s 

Children’s Home.  So Member, be careful of what you are asking for, knowing fully well that your 

administration did not properly budget for the St. Mary’s Children’s Home, and now this 
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administration, under Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Member for Siparia, is ensuring that 

the St. Mary’s Children’s Home are able to meet their operational expenses until the end of the 

financial year. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Mr. Chair— 

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Member for Diego Martin West preceded— 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Not West, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  You have another question for Diego Martin— 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Well, Chairman, my original question was not answered.  It was all around the 

mulberry bush.  The question still stands, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I am afraid [Inaudible]—Or have you—?  

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, I can see why that hon. Member has a difficulty.  You see, Mr. 

Chairman— 

Mr. Young SC:  Mr. Chair, 48(4), if every time there is an utterance from the Member for—no longer 

Princes Town, the Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister, he is going to be insulting the hon. 

Member for Diego Martin Central, it is quite uncouth and unbecoming of someone holding an office. 

Mr. Manning:  And he still has not answered the question asked. 

Mr. Young SC:  I am to— 

Ms. Ameen:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Young SC:—what?  You will what? 

Ms. Ameen:  “Ah say, look who talking.” 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Chairman:  Members— 

Mr. Manning:  Mr. Chairman, the question still has not been answered.   

Mr. Chairman:  Members— 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Chairman:  Members, please, can we just move on in a civilized manner and stop exchanging 

and hurling insults at each other across the corridor.  Right.  Member for Diego Martin Central it 

would appear that you have exhausted your attempts to extract an answer out of the Minister.  So can 

we move on to Diego Martin West, please?   

Mr. De Vignes:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  I want to know from the Minister, has the $12 

million originally allocated been fully utilized?  Item 04/005/04, apologies. 
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Hon. Padarath:  Member, I have been advised by the PS in the Office of the Prime Minister that no, 

it would be exhausted in a short order and they felt it was necessary to have a supplement. 

Mr. De Vignes:  So I want to add by asking the $3.07 million, what exactly will it be expended on? 

Hon. Padarath:  Hon. Member, I know you are new, but I would ask that you pay attention that the 

$3.07 million that you are referring to is for the St. Mary’s Children’s Home.  

Mr. De Vignes:  But what specifically, what specifically. 

Hon. Padarath:  We have indicated it is actually with the operational administrative expenses as it 

relates to the efficient running of the children’s home. 

Mr. Manning:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Chair, under the same line— 

Mr. Chairman:   One question at a time.   

Mr. Manning:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:   I am not going to allow myself to be bombarded by people purporting to hurl 

questions from different corners.  So we going to do this in a structured and orderly manner, and you 

are to decide amongst yourselves who is going to ask the questions, in which order? 

Mr. Manning:  Mr. Chair, we are still asking the same question on the line Item 04— 

Mr. Chairman:   San Fernando East, are you asking a question or you are making an observation in 

aid of your friends.  

Mr. Manning:  I am asking a question, Sir— 

Mr. Chairman:   Right. 

Mr. Manning:—if I were allowed to do so. 

Mr. Chairman:   Hold on, you will be permitted to do so.  

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Chairman:   Well, I was just about to clarify, Member for Diego Martin West, are you finished 

with your questions? 

3.30 p.m. 

Mr. Des Vignes:  The question has not been answered in full, Mr. Chairman, with all due respect.  

He mentioned that the $12 million already allocated has not been exhausted as yet. 

Mr. Chairman:  By “he”, I am assuming you meant the Minister.   

Mr. Des Vignes:  Sorry, the hon. Member mentioned that the $12 million has not been exhausted as 

yet.  

Mr. Chairman:  But I think he was in the process of giving an answer when he was interrupted, but 

I will invite—   
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Mr. Des Vignes:  Sorry, Chair, he finished answering that question, and he answered that question 

by saying, “No”.  The Member answered that question by saying, “No”.  The follow-up question to 

that, to the Member, is with this additional $3 million that is being asked of us, is: What specifically is 

it going to be used for?  The Member gave a vague answer in that regard and we still are not clear as 

to exactly what these funds are going to be utilized for. 

Mr. Chairman:  I will invite the Minister to complete his answer. 

Hon. Padarath:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, dealing with the first matter. Right now, 

the allocation of $12.7 million that was initially made, $11,470,000, has already been expended up to 

this time.  The Member is asking for information regarding what the additional sums would be used 

for, and I do not know if the Member wants me to go into talking about groceries, and toilet paper, 

and electricity bill, and so on, but in terms of administrative arrangements, they should know very well 

that they underbudgeted and under-resourced critical areas with respect to children’s issues— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Padarath:—in terms of the provision for the most vulnerable in our nation’s society.  

Therefore, it is hypocritical for Members opposite to come— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Padarath:—to ask these questions, knowing that they did not sufficiently provide for the St. 

Mary’s Children’s Home and the Children’s Authority.  So, should they require additional information, 

I would encourage my colleagues to file the necessary questions in the Parliament, so we can tell them 

how much toilet paper and groceries may be needed with respect to the St. Mary’s Children’s Home 

and the Children’s Authority.  But I find it disgraceful and shameful— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Padarath:—that Members opposite would ask these questions, knowing that they stayed silent 

when the St. Mary’s Children’s Home and the Children’s Authority was underbudgeted.  Because my 

colleagues on this side of the House can tell you that the Member for Chaguanas East, the Member 

for Siparia, and the Member—at that time, I was Princes Town—we raised these issues of the 

underbudgeting and under-resourcing of these critical institutions.  So, therefore, the Members 

opposite should be telling us, why did you choose to under-resource and underbudget critical 

institutions like these. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  I think San Fernando East had his hand up before St. Ann’s East.   

Mr. Manning:  Mr.Chair, same line Item 04/005/04.  I want to remind those on the other side that 
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we are here not to inform ourselves, but the public, the people of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. Chairman:  Can I ask you to ask the question, Member, please?   

Mr. Manning:  Yes.  To the Minister, will we ever receive a breakdown of this expenditure for the 

St. Mary’s Children’s Home?  Mr. Chair, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister.  

Hon. Padarath:  That was dealt with already, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you very much.  St. Ann’s East, Member. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, on the same line Item, I would like 

to have a clarification.  The Member indicated that the funds that were allocated originally have not 

been fully utilized, yes?   

Hon. Padarath:  I indicated at this point, we are at $11.5 million. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And the original allocation was more than that, therefore, they have not been 

fully utilized? 

Hon. Padarath:  You would appreciate that there is expenditure until the end of the financial year— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I just asked a question. 

Hon. Padarath:—and that is why we are in the situation that we are in. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Chair, I mean, our responsibility on this side, Mr. Chair, is to ask questions, and we 

are asking those questions in alignment with the Standing Order.  Why is the hon. Minister being 

allowed to be so insultive to Members of the Opposition and behaving in the most scandalous way? 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Gonzales:  I am asking you to please take charge of these proceedings.  I am just simply asking 

you that. Because we are asking legitimate questions in alignment with our Standing Orders and we 

are being responded to with insulting language, Mr. Chair.  It is just simply wrong. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I do not want to take too much time with that, but let me summarily and 

perfunctorily tell you, I disagree.  Has the question been sufficiently answered?  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No, it has not been.  I asked if—  

Mr. Chairman:  My recollection is that the Minister said that they are at 11.5—the allocation was $12 

million.  The sought after allocation is to the end of the year.  Having been told that, do you still have 

a further question, Member for St. Ann’s East?  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I am asking for a clarification under the same Item.  I am asking, if the allocation 

was insufficient, what would the $3.07 million be used for, under what area—where was the 

insufficiency, and if we are going to get that in writing?  
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Mr. Chairman:  I think an effort has been made to answer that, but— 

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, as you would appreciate, for all line Items in various Ministries, state 

enterprises, et cetera, that this takes us to the end of the financial year, which has about a few months 

to go again.  The Member, having served in government, would understand that.  Therefore, reaching 

the threshold of $12 million, with just a few months to go again, it will require the same continuation, 

in terms of the same line Items that would have been under this particular area in the Office of the 

Prime Minister when the Member served in government.  So it has not changed. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, I asked a simple question.  I asked, if the allocation was 

insufficient, I would like to know where those areas of insufficiency were, and therefore, where the 

expenditure under 04/005/04, where is that going to be applied to, and I asked if that can be provided 

in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  I think, in my respectful view, that question has been asked at least five times 

in five different forms.  I think it has been— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Could it be answered, Mr. Chairman?  It is an answer we are asking for.  

Mr. Chairman:  Well, if you would hang on a bit.  I think the question has been sufficiently answered 

for the purpose—for these purposes.  I think if you go back to what the Minister has said, the learned 

Minister has repeatedly said, it is to take a—the sought allocation is to take the expenditure until the 

end of the financial year.  So can we just move on?  I have a question— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, with respect, that is not an answer. 

Mr. Chairman:  I have a question from Oropouche East, I am told.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Mr. Chair, I beg to move that this Committee return to its business. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Are there any other questions?  Diego Martin Central, Member.  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, under 06/004/53: NALIS, can you, hon. 

Minister, give me an idea of the details of the contract employment amount of $8.9million as listed in 

your explanatory notes?   

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, these contract positions are existing contracts, and existed prior to 

April 28th, when the Government lost office.  So this is nothing new, in terms of the 48 positions.  

There are warm bodies, I am advised, in those positions, and they would have existed under a People’s 

National Movement Administration. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you very much for the clarification, hon. Minister. 



 

69 

 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 13 supplemented by the sum of $128,403,880.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  I thank the learned Minister and his staff. 

 3.40p.m. 

Head 15:  Tobago House of Assembly, $32,740,140. 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to make the usual brief opening statement 

on this. 

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you, Mr. Chair, as I await the arrival of the technocrat. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you again, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, the Tobago House of Assembly, the THA, 

was established by an Act of Parliament No. 40 of 1996.  This Act seeks to provide for the membership, 

powers and functions of the THA and its Executive Council, and matters incidental thereto.  The THA 

was provided with an original allocation in the sum of $2,375,755,600 under Recurrent Expenditure.  

Under the Development Programme, an additional allocation of $205,000,000 was provided.  In 

addition, the sum of $18 million was provided under the Unemployment Relief Programme, for a total 

allocation of $2,598,755,600. Further, the sum of $894,489,821 was allocated to various Heads of 

Expenditure for the provision of services to Tobago.  Therefore, the total combined allocation of 

$3,493,245,421 equates to 5.85 per cent of the overall funding allocated for 2025.  I look forward to 

questions from Members on the opposite side for which we will be able to provide answers relating to 

the specific supplementation in today’s conversation. 

Question proposed:  That Head 15 be supplemented by the sum of $32,740,140.  

Ms. Beckles:  Just one question, please. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima. 

Ms. Beckles:  Yes, thank you, Chair. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  

Ms. Beckles:  Chair, in relation, could the—I know it is in the Explanatory Note, where you indicated 

that there is remuneration to holders of public offices within the purview of the Salaries Review 

Commission, could you provide us with the names and the amounts, please?  

Hon. Tancoo:  I am advised that that can be provided—  

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you very much.  
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Hon. Tancoo:—to you in writing.   

Mr. Chairman:  Alright.  So, no other questions? 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 15 supplemented by the sum of $32,740,140   

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Finance, thank you.  And I want to thank the Chief Administrator from 

the Tobago House of Assembly for making the trip over.   

Head 22:  Ministry of National Security, $13,900,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Homeland Security and/or the Minister of Defence 

to make a brief opening statement for—Well, I imagine everybody knows it is five minutes by now. 

Hon. Alexander:  Good day, Mr. Chairman, Members of the Standing Finance Committee and 

colleagues.  The Ministry of National Security, soon to be restructured into the Ministry of Homeland 

Security and Ministry of Defence, holds the responsibility for the preservation of law and order, the 

protection of public safety, and the defence of the nation against internal and external threats.  The 

Ministry remains resolute in its commitment to addressing the complex and evolving security 

challenges facing the country—statistical planning, operational 

effectiveness and clear sense of national duty.  The purpose of this appearance is to provide context 

for the supplementary allocation of $13.9 million to the Ministry.  This sum reflects the existing 

obligations arising out of the short fall in the fiscal year 2025 Budget.  I am prepared to answer any 

questions or provide further details as required. 

Question proposed:  That Head 22 be supplemented by the sum of $13,900,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  To the hon. Minister, Sub-Head 02, Sub-Item 40:  

Food at Institutions.  I am seeing a further supplementation of $3.7million.  I am asking the hon. 

Minister whether or not he could provide the persons who were given food to require this 

supplementation?  Or the officers?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes MP for Arouca/Lopinot.  This food was provided for persons detained in the 

SOE over the period. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Are you saying payment to food suppliers or contractors? 

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Sir.  Yes, it is. 

Hon. Member:  You were the Minister two months ago. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair.  

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  
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Mr. Chairman:  Can you all restrain that, please?  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr.Chair.  I appreciate it.  Hon. Minister, do you have a list of 

the contractors that will be paid from this supplementation? 

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, MP.  We have a list.  Do you want us to provide it to you?  

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you provide it in writing, Sir?  Or do you have the list with you right now?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah, the list is here, I can call it out if you want.  

Mr. Gonzales:  If it is too long, you can provide it in writing.  That would be fine. 

Hon. Alexander:  It is long.  If you want me to call it out, I could call it out. 

Mr. Gonzales:  No. you can provide it in writing. 

Hon. Members:  Call it out. 

Hon. Alexander:  I would prefer to call it out if you want me to. 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Alexander:  This list is—  

Mr. Chairman:  Member, are you abandoning your call for the Minister to read it out or—  

Mr. Gonzales:  No, Mr. Chair, I am—  

Mr. Chairman:  No, no. Hold on, let me finish.  I am simply asking whether you are abandoning your 

call for him to read it out now and instead—  

Hon. Member:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Chairman:—preferring him to provide it in writing. 

Mr. Gonzales:   No, Mr. Chair.  Let me clarify.  I did not ask the hon. Minister — 

Mr. Chairman:  Oh, I see. 

Mr. Gonzales:—to read it out now.  I asked the hon. Minister if he has the information— 

Mr. Chairman:  I see.   

Mr. Gonzales:—and if he does so, he can provide it in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, my misconception.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes. 

Hon. Alexander:  Chair. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Minister. 

Hon. Alexander: We will provide it subsequently in writing, Sir. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Hon. Minister, can you also specify whether or not the services were also provided to 

inmates detained at some of the institutions during the State of Emergency?  

Hon. Alexander:  Which institutions are you speaking about?  
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Mr. Gonzales:  The catering services that you referred to, can you say whether or not the services 

were also provided to inmates detained at some of the institutions during the State of Emergency?  

3.50 p.m.  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Sir, the food was provided to the detainees and at the different 

institutions.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, hon. Minister.  Hon. Minister, can you also— 

Hon. Alexander:  Say again?   

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you also indicate or confirm whether or not the services were provided to law 

enforcement officers during the state of emergency?   

Hon. Alexander:  Well, this is not concerning law enforcement at this time.   

Mr. Gonzales:  No, I am asking, hon. Minister, whether or not the catering services that this 

supplementation was utilized for will also be provided to law enforcement officers or law enforcement 

officers that performed duties during the state of emergency?  

Mr. Tancoo:  If I may interject, Sir, the explanatory note provided to all colleagues clearly states, 

02/005/40: Food at Institutions, $4 million to meet the cost of bills on hand for the acquisition of 

food as well as for the added costs of providing meals to officers who were on ‘call out’ duty during 

the duration of the state of emergency.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Honourable— 

Mr. Tancoo:  Is that—are you asking for something outside of that explanation?   

Mr. Gonzales:  No.  Hon. Minister, the public and the viewing public do not have access to your 

explanatory notes, and therefore I am asking— 

Mr. Tancoo:  But you do, Sir.   

Mr. Gonzales:  I am asking the question, hon. Minister, so that members of the viewing public can 

have an understanding as to what this allocation is all about, is that unfair?   

Mr. Tancoo:  The purpose of this is for clarification.   

Mr. Gonzales:  And that is what I am doing, thank you very much.   

Mr. Sturge:  Can I answer, Mr. Chair?  Mr. Chair, this $3.7 million is restricted to individuals detained 

so it is for 178 detainees who were the subject of the state of Emergency.   

Mr. Gonzales:  And it is not for officers?   

Mr. Sturge:  The officers would be at a different line Item, $4 million.   

Mr. Gonzales:  I hope the hon. Minister of Finance is so guided.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Pay attention a little bit, “nah”.  Read your notes, “nah”.  Apparently, you did not pay 
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attention.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, hon. Minister.   

Mr. Chairman:  May I call on the hon. Member for Laventille West.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Thank you.  Thank you very kindly, Mr. Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, line Item: 

02/001/16:  Contract Employment with the increase of $6.2 million.  Can the hon. Minister indicate 

whether the contract, the short-term employment for the period July to September, whether this sum 

caters for existing continuous employment or whether it is for new employees, please.   

Mr. Sturge:  This is for existing contract employment.   

Mr. Marcelle:  I am deeply grateful, please, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Sorry, Member.  Are you— 

Mr. Marcelle:  I said, deeply grateful, please, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you very much.  Would the Member for Malabar/Mausica.   

Mr. Romain:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  To the Minister, can the Minister indicate whether Item 

02/004/40, the original sum of $19,800,000, whether or not that was fully expended, or is there a 

balance?   

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Sir, it was fully utilized.   

Mr. Romain:  Can the Minister repeat?  I did not hear him, the mike was off.  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Member, it was fully utilized.   

Mr. Romain:  Okay, thank you.   

Question agreed to.  

Head 22 supplemented by the sum of $13,900,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  I want to thank the Minister of Homeland Security and the Minister of Defence and 

their staff.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Head 64:  Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, $119,117,400   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Homeland Security and/or the Minister of Defence 

to make the usual opening statement, or is that confined to the Minister of Homeland Security?   

Hon. Alexander:  Thanks again, Mr. Chairman, and these esteemed Members of this distinguished 

Standing Finance Committee assembled here today.  Today, we are here to discuss the supplementary 

funding for the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service in the sum of $119,117,400, which represents 

existing obligations due to the shortfall in allocations in fiscal 2025.  These fundings do not represent 

funds for any new projects.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward to answering your questions.   
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Question proposed:  That Head 64 be supplemented by the sum of $119,117,400. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, Item: 009; Sub-Item 02: Trinidad and 

Tobago Police Service Academy.  I am seeing an increase in the supplementation by $2 million.  Can 

the hon. Minister indicate what this supplementation is going to be utilized for?   

Hon. Alexander:  Member, that is to pay outstanding bills.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you say what those bills are, hon. Minister?  Do you have the details?   

Hon. Alexander:  Just now.  Medical bills, stationery bills.   

Mr. Gonzales:  What is the cost, Minister?   

Mr. Imbert:  Ask him for a detailed breakdown.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Do you have the detailed breakdown of that information?   

Hon. Alexander:  We can provide that for you.   

Mr. Gonzales:  You do not have it at this point in time, Sir?   

Hon. Alexander:  Can we provide that to the Member for Arouca/Lopinot subsequently?   

Mr. Gonzales:  Hon. Minister, can you say when this information can be provided to the Opposition?   

Hon. Alexander:  The police have given me tomorrow as the date that they can provide such 

information to Members of the Opposition.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Sir.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for St. Ann’s East had her hand up first.   

Ms. Beckles:  Sure, I will go after.   

Mr. Chairman:  If the member would seek— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I just was clarifying the expenditure under 04/009/02:  Trinidad and Tobago 

Police Academy, I am just clarifying, that is the Item that was just questioned because the explanatory 

note says, I am guided by the Member, the Minister of Finance that:   

The TTPS plans to take in two batches of recruits of 125 persons during the latter half of 

fiscal 2025.   

Therefore, I am having a bit of a difficulty understanding the explanations that were given regarding 

medical bills that have to be paid or that were incurred.  So, could I get some clarification, please?   

Hon. Alexander:  Member, the recruits are at different stages in the recruitment process and as a 

result of that there are still bills to pay.  They have to pay for their medical exams, polygraph, [Minister 

confers with technocrat], stationery et cetera.  

4.00 p.m.  
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Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may, Chairman, so these are current things that are happening now?  These 

are not past?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah.  It will happen before the end the fiscal year.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It will happen.  Has it happened already?  

Hon. Alexander:  Some of it because it is on ongoing process. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So, it is a process going on?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes.  It is an ongoing process.  So some have been completed and some are yet to 

be completed.  

Mr. Chairman:  I think Member for Arima wants to ask a question.  

Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you.  Other Minor Equipment, the $25 million, Sub-Head 001, that is the— 

“To facilitate payment of outstanding sums owed to Huawei for the supply of body cameras.”   

So can I enquire, how many body cameras were purchased under this line Item?  Could you also, 

Minister, indicate how many cameras are currently operational, and whether this allocation is sufficient 

to meet the cost for the cameras?  

Hon. Alexander:  Member for Arima, the amount of body cams requested, 3,000.  How many are 

presently working at this time, 970 body cams.  

Mrs. Beckles:  Okay.  And your allocation is sufficient?   

Hon. Alexander:  Say again?   

Mrs. Beckles:  Your allocation would be sufficient to meet the outstanding?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Ma’am.   

Mrs. Beckles:  Okay.  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  To the hon. Minister, on the same line Item 001/04, 

is that an existing contractual arrangement you have with the service provider, Sir?  

Hon. Alexander:  Member, yes it is.  

Mr. Gonzales:  And that is to provide how many body cameras?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah.  I am shocked though.  I was of the opinion that you would have given me 

that information. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair— 

Hon. Alexander:  I was hoping— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair— 

Mr. Chairman:  I am going to— 
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Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much. 

Mr. Chairman:—ask that the question be answered— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much. 

Mr. Chairman:—in the best possible way that it can.  Minister, are you able to answer?  

Hon. Alexander:  Three thousand, Sir.  Arouca/Lopinot, 3,000. 

Mr. Gonzales:  The contract is to provide or to supply 3,000 body cameras.  Is that what you are 

saying?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Gonzales:  How many of those cameras or body cameras have been provided, or are in full 

operation by the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service?   

Hon. Alexander:  But I just answered, 970. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Nine hundred and seventy?  And when do you expect the full implementation of the 

3,000 body cameras? 

Mr. Padarath:  Faster than you within 10 years. 

Hon. Alexander:  Before the year ends.  By the end of—yeah.  By the end of the year. 

Mr. Gonzales:  What is the total contract cost, Sir? 

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah.  I am shocked. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Sir, you do not have to be shocked.   

Hon. R. Alexander:  Member— 

Mr. Gonzales:  If you do not have to be shocked, just say you do not have the information. 

Hon. Alexander:  No.  No.  No.  

Hon. Member:  Allow the Member to answer.   

Hon. Alexander:  I know you just recently left the— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, Member, no.  Hold on.  Allow the Minister to answer the question, please.  

Mr. Gonzales:  He is saying, he is in shock. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, not every narrative has to be met with a counter-narrative, please.  

Mr. Gonzales:  I am guided, Mr. Chair.  

Hon. Alexander:  I want to assure the Member for Arouca/ Lopinot that it will get done, you know.  

You know, it is just— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Minister, I am asking— 

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah.   

Mr. Gonzales:—what is the total contract cost for this particular programme? 
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Hon. Alexander:  Is this—yeah.   

[Minister confers with technocrat] 

We do not have the information.  We will consider— 

Mr. Gonzales:  You do not?  

Hon. Alexander:—supplying it to you at another time. 

Mr. Gonzales:  So, you are not aware of the total contract cost for this Item?   

Hon. Alexander:  We will get back to you soon.  

Mr. Chairman:  I do not think that that is a fair representation of what the Minister said.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, hang on a second, would you?  He did not say that he did not know.  He 

said, he will get back to you, not that he was not aware of the full contract sum.  So unless there is 

another question— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Of course, Mr. Chair.  

Mr. Chairman:  Well, go ahead. 

Mr. Gonzales:  To the hon. Minister on the same line Item, Mr. Chair, I am asking the hon. Minister 

to indicate whether the $25 million allocation under this line Item is going to be sufficient to settle the 

outstanding contractual sum for this programme?  

Hon. Alexander:  MP—sorry— 

Mr. Gonzales:  You can just say, Member. 

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah, Member.  Member, you know, for 10 years, you all were there and no 

question like this was asked.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Alexander:  So, I am trying to understand. 

Hon. Members:  [Continuous desk thumping]  

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chairman, you see, the hon. Minister is being prompted by the— 

Hon. Alexander:  Prompted?  

Mr. Chairman:  No.  No.  No. 

Mr. Gonzales:  He cannot even answer the question.  He does not even know the contract sum— 

Mr. Chairman:  Please.  Please.  Can we have some order?  

Mr. Gonzales:—but he has to be prompted— 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Hon. Alexander:  For 10 years— 
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Mr. Chairman:  Can we have some order?   

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, I am not prompting the hon. Minister to— 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we have some order?  The issue with that is that the hon. Member for Arima 

asked the question.  The question was answered and you purported to ask the same question yet again.  

That has already been answered, and that is why I suspect there has been a minor furore in here.  So, 

can we move on, please?  Member for Arouca/Lopinot, do you have another question on— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair— 

Mr. Chairman:—except the one that was already answered by the enquiry—pursuant to the enquiry 

from the Member for Arima?  

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, I am just simply asking whether the $25 million allocation under this line 

Item is going to be sufficient to settle outstanding contractual sum?  

Mr. Chairman:  My recollection is that the Member for Arima asked that question and the answer 

was an unequivocal, yes. 

Mr. Gonzales:  So, Mr. Chair, and if the answer to the question was, yes, then how come the Minister 

does not know what is the outstanding contractual amount on this Item? 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Hon. Alexander:  MP for Arouca/ Lopinot, let me steer you.  I never said—I never said that I did 

not know.  All right?  I never said, I did not know.  But I want to give you correct figures as it relates 

to any information that we have. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Alexander:  So me saying this is you is not that I do not know.  I just want to be clear with you, 

so when I give you a figure, it is correct. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Gonzales:  And therefore, hon. Minister, you are saying that the $25 million allocation under this 

Item, you will not be aware as to whether or not it will be sufficient to complete the payment under 

this contractual sum? 

Mr. Chairman:  No.  No.  No.  No.  That question has been answered at least three times.  So to 

suggest that the Minister does not know is— 

Mr. Sturge:  Disingenuous.  Disingenuous.  

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I will not call it that, but it really is not necessary for us to go there.  Can we—

right.  Member for Laventille West. 

Mr. Marcelle:  Thank you very kindly, Mr. Chairman.  Line Item 02/001/16 to the hon. Minister.  
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Can the hon. Minister indicate whether the $63 million originally allocated has been fully utilized, and 

if so, what percentage of it has been utilized, please? 

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Member.  It was, in fact, utilized. 

Mr. Marcelle:  Thank you, hon. Minister.  Could the hon. Minister indicate whether the new sum of 

$10 million under the same line Item, whether it would be for additional contract workers or existing 

contract workers, please, hon. Minister?  

Hon. Alexander:  Existing members.  Not any new members. 

Mr. Marcelle:  Deeply grateful, please.  To the hon. Minister as well, line Item 02/001/23 Fees.  Can 

the hon. Minister explain whether—I am seeing a breakdown of court order matters—the $10 million 

being for: 

“…court order matters…wire transfers…and translations and other IT related matters.”   

Could the hon. Minister indicate whether what portion of this $10 million has been allocated for court 

order matters, please? 

4.10 p.m.  

Hon. Sturge:  Hon. Member for Laventille West that figure has not yet been disaggregated, and when 

it is we would consider sending the information.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Deeply grateful, please, hon. Minister.  Mr. Chairman, to the hon. Minister under that 

same line Item, could the hon. Minister indicate whether the original $69 million allocated for fees 

were in fact utilized up to this date please? 

Hon. Sturge:  I am told not all of the sums have been utilized.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Can the hon. Minister provide details of what sums or the Estimates, whether it is 50 

per cent, 70 per cent? 

Hon. Sturge:  At this time we cannot, but we will ask the question and when we have the answer, we 

will consider providing it to you.  

Mr. Marcelle:  Mr. Chairman, one last question.  In light of the fact that there is no indication at this 

time as to what percentage from that original sum allocated has been used for the fees, then what is 

the consensus behind asking for an additional $10 million— 

Hon. Sturge:  Again. 

Mr. Marcelle:—if you cannot account for any part thereof at this time, please? 

Hon. Sturge:  Again, if all of that has not yet been disaggregated, then we cannot answer until it is 

disaggregated, and then we will work out the percentages and we will consider sending that directly to 

you.  
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Mr. Marcelle:  Alright.  Can the hon. Minister indicate a time frame as to when this can be provided, 

please, Mr. Chairman?  

Hon. Sturge:  As soon as it is provided to us, we will provide to you.  I cannot give a time frame just 

yet.  We will liaise with the office of the Commissioner of Police, and we will provide it as soon as we 

have it.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Deeply grateful, please hon. Minister, and thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Hon. Sturge:  Obliged.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, Item 001; Sub-Item 08:  

Rent Lease - Office Accommodation and Storage.  Can the hon. Minister provide clarification on this 

Sub-item? 

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah. 

[Minister Alexander confers with Minister Sturge] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Minister?   

Hon: Member:  Rentals, rentals, rentals.  

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah, Member, that was used for rentals.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Rentals of what, Sir? 

Hon. Sturge:  Well it has Office Accommodations.  

Hon. Alexander:  Yeah, it said Office Accommodations and Storage.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Rentals of what, Sir?  

Hon. Sturge:  Well, rentals of buildings.  Agra Court.  

Mr. Gonzales:  I could only speak to one Minister, you know.   

Hon. Sturge:  Faris Al-Rawi.  

Mr. Gonzales:  I can only speak to one Minister, you know? 

Hon. Sturge:  Okay, but I am the Junior Minister.   

Mr. Gonzales:  So you are answering the questions? 

Hon. Sturge:  Yes.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay.   

Hon. Sturge:  As I understand it.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay, so you answer it.  

Hon. Sturge:  I am being told that a number of buildings are being rented by the Trinidad and Tobago 

Police Service.   
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Mr. Gonzales:  Do you have a list of these building under this line Item?  

Hon. Sturge:  We do not have the full list.  But we know that Agra Court is on this Item, and that is 

Faris Al-Rawi.   

Mr. Gonzales:  “You doh have a list, but yuh know is Faris Al-Rawi?” 

Hon. Sturge:  We know he is one, but you asked for a list. 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we ask questions and not engage in arguments? 

Hon. Sturge:  You want the full list or you just want what I remember? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes. 

Hon. Sturge:  What I remember is Agra Court, Faris Al-Rawi. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Gonzales:  Something is wrong with that? 

Hon. Alexander:  Member.   

Hon. Member:  Something is wrong with that?  

Mr. Chairman:  I am not allowing that question.   

Hon. Alexander:  Member. 

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  Hold on.  Member I am not allowing you to ask if something is wrong.  Let us just 

move on and not prolong the unnecessary argument on this.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Gonzales:  He does not have the list of the information but he knows—   

Mr. Chairman:  No.  No.  No.  

Mr. Gonzales:—very personal information that one of the building is—   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Chairman:  That is not what— 

Mr. Gonzales:—the hon. Minister.   

Mr. Chairman:  That is not what the Minister said.  The Minister said I cannot remember the list, 

but if you want I can tell you what I recall.  

Mr. Gonzales:  And what is he relying on, Mr. Chairman?  

Hon. Member:  Memory.  

Mr. Gonzales:  His personal audit? 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Chairman:  I have no idea.  Perhaps, you may want to ask him another question. 
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Hon. Member:  A recurring debt.  

Mr. Chairman:  You see Member—Anyway, perhaps, I should not say that.  Can I call Member 

Diego Martin North/East? 

Ms. Ameen:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you, I had to put up “meh” hand, I did not want to get left out.  And I would 

ask a question in same line Item 02/001/08.  In addition to the list, I would like to know the amounts 

paid for each of the buildings in question and the landlords.  With respect to 02/001/09, I would like 

to know from whom are these Rent/Lease - Vehicles & Equipment, and the amounts paid with reason. 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Imbert:  Am I getting an answer from the Floor, or from the hon. Ministers?  Mr. Chairman, I 

would like the answer from the hon. Ministers, not them. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I will image that—  

Hon. Member:  Who is them? 

Mr. Imbert:  It is noise coming from them.   

Hon. Member:  Over $2 million.   

Mr. Imbert:  I would like the answers from the hon. Ministers up there.  So I am continuing.  There 

is a list— 

Hon. Alexander:  Member.   

Mr. Imbert:  Hold on hon. Minister, just allow me.  I am going through a list to make life easy.  

Hon. Alexander:  “Well, I want to answer yuh, so I could remember.”  

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Hon. Alexander:  If you are asking questions in sequence like that I might forget.   

Mr. Imbert:  Okay, well, let me repeat, because your Members are disturbing all of us.  So, let us go 

back.  So with respect to 02/001/09 from whom are these Rent/Lease - Vehicles & Equipment and 

the amounts for each supplier?   

Hon. Alexander:  Member we have taken on no new rentals, so they came from you all.   

Mr. Imbert:  That is okay.  But I would like the rentals— 

Hon. Alexander:  All the rentals were still while you were in Office.   

Mr. Imbert:  That is fine, I do not have that information.  I would like the actual names and the 

amounts paid, please.  Can I proceed, Mr. Chairman?  

Mr. Chairman:  The Minister is in the process of getting the information.  

Hon. Alexander:  We will get the information, Member, from the police. 
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Mr. Imbert:  Thank you very much.  I would like to go on with respect to Maintenance of Vehicles, 

which is 02/001/13, same type of question.  Who is maintaining these vehicles, and what are they 

paid?  

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Imbert:  I doubt that.   

Hon. Alexander:  I was informed, again, that they will provide the information to you.  

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you very much.  With respect to Janitorial Services, again, who is providing the 

Janitorial Services that is— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption]  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, what is going on?   

Hon. Alexander:  Well, we— 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Hon. Alexander:  Member for Diego Martin North/East, MTS.  We took on no new persons since 

you left office. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Imbert:  Okay, it was difficult to hear you hon. Minister, with the noise from over there.  So, you 

are saying that all Janitorial Services, all without exception— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption]  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, what is going on here? 

Hon. Member:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Alexander:  [Laughter] All.  

Mr. Chairman:  Can I just say this.  In the old days in the Hall of Justice whenever court proceedings 

would get like this, the late and venerable Frank Solomon would tell the judge, “Mi’Lord, perhaps it 

is time for recess.  It appears as though, the children are getting restless.”  

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Mr. Chairman:  But recess is 15 minutes away.   

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, I will attend— 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we just go on?  

Mr. Imbert:  I only have a few more.  I only have a few more.  I will try my best.  May I, Mr. Chairman?  

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, of course. 

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you so much.  So, I just want clarity on the answer that hon. Minister gave.  So, 

with respect to 02/001/37, all Janitorial Services without exception provided to the Police Service 
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under this Sub-Item are provided by MTS, all. 

Hon. Alexander:  MP, so I was informed by the police.  

Mr. Imbert:  Okay could you just check that for me please?  Thank you very much.  With respect to 

Food at Institutions, which is 02/001/40, could you indicate who is providing the food, and the 

amounts paid to the suppliers of food?   

Hon. Alexander:  As I said before, Member for Diego Martin North/East, this Government did no 

hiring, or no new hiring with respect to what you are asking. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

4.20 p.m.  

Mr. Imbert:  That is fine as a sort of generic answer, but it does not deal with the specifics.  May I 

get the names of the providers of Food at Institutions and the amounts paid to them? 

Hon. Alexander:  In due course I was told it would be provided— 

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you. 

Hon. Alexander:—and the cost has not changed.   

Mr. Imbert:  I still do not know what the cost is, so I would like you to provide it.   

Hon. Alexander:  You were there. 

Mr. Imbert:  No, no, no.  Now 02/001/96—Trinidad and Tobago service by the way is an 

independent institution.  I would not know what they are spending on these things.  02/001/96, how 

many vehicles will consume this $20million in fuel? 

Hon. Alexander:  Member, again I was informed of 1,626 vehicles that would have used this Fuel 

and Lubricants in order so they could stay out and patrol. 

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you very much.  And you are saying that in the next three months for the fiscal 

year, no additional vehicles will consume fuel?  This $10 million as supplementary funding, is this for 

the existing fleet? 

Mr. Tancoo:  If I may, if I may interject.  This Government is very committed to ensuring that the 

resources required by the TTPS are provided on time and as required.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Tancoo:  The additional sum, let me rephrase this, $10million was what was originally budgeted 

and under budgeted, clearly, because we are now coming to Parliament to ask for a further $10 million 

to ensure that the existing fleet is fully available to patrol and protect the citizens of this country.  

Thank you. 

Mr. Imbert:  Well, that does not answer my question.  In fact, that is an irrelevant answer.   
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Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Mr. Imbert:  Is it the intention to acquire additional vehicles— 

Mr. Tancoo:  I am speaking about the allocation. 

Mr. Imbert:—yes or no?  Because the Minister of Finance has implied that the answer is, no.  He 

said the existing fleet—is it the intention Minister— 

Mr. Tancoo:  Do not, do not—Mr. Chair, if I may.  I do not appreciate that Member putting words 

in my mouth about what I implied.  I was very clear. 

Mr. Imbert:  I am not speaking to you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Could we have a question.   

Mr. Imbert:  It would help if the original Minister would answer and not somebody— 

Mr. Tancoo:  No, no, that is not how you—the Member seems to be unaware which side of the aisle 

he is sitting on, you know.   

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, I am sitting on the side that is asking the questions.   

Mr. Tancoo:  You are sitting on the outside. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  So perhaps you may ask a question.   

Mr. Imbert:  And I would like a reply from the responsible Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  So can we ask the question, please.   

Hon. Sturge:  Hon. Chairman, Mr. Chairman— 

Hon. Member:—it seems the children are getting— 

Hon. Sturge:  Mr. Chairman, I am— 

Mr. Imbert:  Minister of Homeland Security, I believe that is your title.  Could you indicate whether 

this $10 million supplementary appropriation is intended for the existing fleet of vehicles—why are 

you putting up your hand?  I am not talking to you—or whether it is the intention to increase the fleet 

and therefore consume more fuel which could be part of the reason for the additional $10 million?  I 

do not want an answer from the Minister of Finance.   

Mr. Tancoo:  You could want what you want.  Your answers would be provided.  If you “doh” want 

an answer that is your business. 

Hon. Alexander:  Let me answer the Member and I am guided by my colleagues to the rear.  And 

what they are saying is that they intend to with the support from the Minister of Homeland Security 

to provide vehicles so the nation could feel safe and secure.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Imbert:  That does not answer the question.  Is it the existing fleet or are you adding to the 
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existing fleet? 

Hon. Alexander:  Both, existing and adding. 

Mr. Imbert:  “Ahhh.”  

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Can we move on now to the Member for St. Ann’s East.   

Hon. Alexander:  You have more existing, though. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, with regard to line Item 02/001/40:  

Food at Institutions, budgeted at $5million.  The question is, for whom is this food supplied? 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  You all are in charge now.   

Hon. Alexander:  What is the line Item? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So if I could ask the Minister to respond.  Members, let us not descend into a 

sandbox.  

Hon. Alexander:  Member, could you ask the question again.  Can you ask the question again? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  You see, Mr. Chairman, I am being so disturbed the Minister is not even getting 

the question.  02/001/40:  Food at Institutions.  To whom is the food supplied? 

Hon. Sturge:  The food is being supplied to the Guard and Emergency and the IATF.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I am so sorry, could you repeat?   

Hon. Sturge:  The food was intended for the Guard and Emergency and the IATF.  Those are the 

institutions.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And with regard to 02/002/40, to whom is that one supplied?   

Hon. Sturge:  Tobago.   

Hon. Alexander:  Oh, yeah.  The officers at the Tobago Division, yeah, and the detainees.  We must 

mention the detainees.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  At Tobago specifically?   

Hon. Alexander:  At the Tobago facility.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I think Laventille West had his hand up first.  

Mr. Marcelle:  I will give way to the senior. 

Mr. Chairman:  San Fernando East. 

Mr. Manning:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  The line Item 04/009/02:  Trinidad and Tobago Police 

Academy.  It says here $2million would be spent to take two batches of recruits of 125 persons.  Is 

the police service expected to attract all of these persons before the end of the fiscal year? 
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Hon. Alexander:  Member for San Fernando East, as we told your colleagues before, it is an ongoing 

process and during that ongoing process it is a stage where you have almost six months of training, 

so it is an ongoing process.  The likelihood of it happening is great. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Laventille West.  

Mr. Marcelle:  Thank you very kindly, Mr. Chairman, to the hon. Minister, line Item 02/001/96:  

Fuel and Lubricants.  Can the hon. Minister indicate what percentage of the $10million that was 

originally allocated, what percentage was spent and perhaps if any amount that was spent out of that 

$10 million, whether it was from the previous fiscal year or whether it was from bills that would have 

accrued only in this financial fiscal year, please? 

Hon. Sturge:  Well, it has to be for this fiscal year and we are at present, the Commissioner of Police 

is attempting to disaggregate from the figures so we will know what was spent thus far and what is 

unspent.  

Mr. Marcelle:  I would be grateful, please.   

Hon. Sturge:  We are being told that the Commissioner of Police would need some time to provide 

the information.  When it is provided it would be sent directly to you hon.Member. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin West. 

Mr. Des Vignes:  Hon. Minister with regard to 02/001/01:  Travelling and Subsistence, $5 million.  

Is this additional allocation for the remaining three months of the fiscal year or outstanding?  Can you, 

please, clarify?  

Hon. Alexander:  Yes, Member it is for the remaining of the year. 

Mr. Des Vignes:  For the remaining of the year.  Okay.  Now with regard to 02/001/08:  Office 

Accommodation and Storage, $4 million.  What are the details of this Item pertaining to the 

percentage— 

Hon. Alexander:  That was dealt with already, you know.   

Mr. Des Vignes:—regarding storage.  What amount is assigned to storage, what percentage?  

Hon. Sturge:  If I may indicate, some of the storage happened at the very same buildings that are 

being rented.  If you want it to be disaggregated to the extent where you want to know to what portion 

is being spent on storage as opposed to rental of the building as a whole, we would ask the 

Commissioner of Police to do some—and provide it at some stage. 

Mr. Des Vignes:  Thank you very much, gratitude.   

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 64 supplemented by the sum of $119,117,400.   
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Mr. Chairman:  I want to thank the Ministers of Homeland Security and Defence and the 

Commissioner of Police and Deputy Commissioner of Police for taking the time off to attend before 

us today.  Thank you all very much.  And as we are at 40 seconds before the break, can we say we take 

the break now at 4.30 p.m. and subject to everyone’s convenience and those of the public officers 

who are here, perhaps we could come back at 5.15 p.m. if that is convenient to everyone.  This meeting 

is suspended until 5.15 p.m.  Thank you very much.  

4.30 p.m.:  Standing Finance Committee suspended. 

5.15 p.m.: Standing Finance Committee resumed. 

Mr. Chairman:  Members, this meeting now resumes.  We are now at Head 23: Office of the Attorney 

General and Ministry of Legal Affairs.   

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs, $89,492,221. 

Mr. Chairman: I will now invite the Attorney General and Minister in the Ministry of Legal Affairs 

to make a brief opening statement.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for the opportunity to address this Committee 

on behalf of the Office of the Attorney General as we consider the supplementary appropriation for 

fiscal year 2025.   

The Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs holds a central and 

constitutionally enshrined role within the governance framework of the Republic of the Trinidad and 

Tobago. Pursuant to section 76(2) of the Constitution, the Attorney General is appointed as the 

principal legal adviser to the Government, 

and bears the distinct responsibility for instituting and defending civil proceedings on behalf of the 

State.  Yet, this role is not confined to litigation alone.  It is integral to ensuring the legality of 

Government’s action, the soundness of legislative development, and the safeguarding of public 

interest at both the domestic, regional and international levels.  

The Ministry, therefore, operates at the crossroads of law, governance and public 

accountability, ensuring that executive decisions align with the Constitution, that laws are just and 

effective, and that the State is adequately represented in an increasingly dynamic legal environment.  

The core mandate of the Ministry encompasses:  Delivering firm legal advice to Ministries, 

departments and state agencies; representing the State in a full spectrum of civil litigation, 

constitutional challenges, judicial reviews and premium commercial matters; drafting legislation that 

is clear, functional and constitutionally sound; coordinating extradition, mutual assistance and 

international legal cooperation; ensuring Trinidad and Tobago is compliant with human rights, treaties, 
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anti-terrorisms obligations and international legal norms. 

 To effectively discharge these responsibilities, the Ministry is supported by several specialized 

divisions and strategic units: The Chief—the department, sorry, the department of civil law, a unified 

legal entity that incorporates the functions of the Solicited General and Chief State Solicitor divisions; 

the Legislative Drafting Department, charged with transforming policies into precise legal text, 

ensuring that legislations stands up to judicial scrutiny and serves the public interest; the International 

Law and Human Rights Unit, which advises of treaty obligations, defends the State in international 

forums and monitors compliance with human right conventions; the Central Authority Unit, which 

facilities international cooperation on criminal matters, particularly extradition and mutual legal 

assistance, ensuring the State upholds its obligation on the various treaties; the Law Reform 

Commission; the Office of the DPP, Director of Public Prosecutions, which is responsible for 

initiating and conducting criminal persecution on behalf of the State, independently and without 

political interference; the International Office of Child Rights and the Anti-Terrorism Unit, which 

ensures compliance with the Anti-Terrorism Act and international obligations, arising from United 

Nations Security Council resolutions.   

Mr. Chairman, the Attorney General’s remit also includes oversight of several independent 

bodies and statutory institutions that play a vital role in the administration of justice, equality and legal 

education. These includes: Central Authority, Civil Child Abduction Authority, Council of Legal 

Education, and Hugh Wooding Law School, Environmental Commission, Equal Opportunity 

Commission, Equal Opportunity Tribunal, Industrial Court, Law Reform Commission, Tax Appeal 

Board.  

Each of these bodies contribute to the broader, legal and constitutional landscape, ensuring 

accessibility, fairness and equity before the law.  Their work requires stable and adequate support 

through allocations now under consideration.  

Mr. Chairman, the legal responsibilities of the State have expanded markedly in recent years.  

The rise of complex constitutional challenges increasing cross-border obligations and the rapid 

evolution of digital governance, environmental, regulation, and financial accountability mechanisms 

demand the Ministry be both agile and fully resourced. And the hon. Attorney General have advised 

me that there are now increased demands on the criminal justice system on the issue of white-collar 

crimes. He told me he is particularly swamped in this area at this point in time.  

The amount for supplementation is in the sum of $89,492,221.  And I would just point out, 

as the hon. Attorney General stated some time ago when he assumed office, that there was not enough 
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money in the Vote, Mr. Chairman, to even buy a doubles when he assumed office.  The entire Vote 

was cleared out, there was no money remaining to pay legal fees.  The quantum of legal fees, at the 

time of presentation for this supplementation was relatively high, but I was surprised this morning 

when presented by further information from our public authorities within the Ministry that the figure 

had climbed considerably, as we have now been— 

Hon. Member:  [Interruption] 

Hon. Maharaj: Yes, as we have now been. Each day, we are receiving bills at the Office of the 

Attorney General from both foreign and local attorneys and consultants, that quite frankly has us a 

bit concerned. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Question proposed: That Head 23 be supplemented by the sum of $89,492,221. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, Item 001, Sub-item 16: Contract 

Employment, I am seeing a further supplementation in the sum of $1.3 million.  Hon. Minister, can 

you indicate, whether those are existing contractual positions where persons are already employed? 

Mr. Maharaj:  I would ask my learned colleague, Minster in the Ministry of Legal Affairs to address 

that question.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Sure.  

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chair, this particular Item relates to contract employment within the Registrar 

General’s Department. This is in relation to compliance that we have with regard to the Global 

Forum’s regulations and so on.  So additional contract officers were hired during this fiscal year, during 

a recruitment exercise that was approved by your Cabinet, and these are for additional moneys to pay 

those persons who were hired up until the end of September 2025 for this fiscal year.    

Mr. Gonzales:  So, are you saying that the contract positions will all be expired?  

 Hon. S. Hosein:  No. What I am saying is that this appropriation will meet our contractual 

obligations until September 2025, because the former Minister of Finance did not give enough 

allocation towards this line Item with respect to contract employment.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. S. Hosein:  And as you will know, with respect to the Global Forum, we have been, in fact, on 

the blacklist for the last 10 years due to inaction by the last PNM administration so we will do what 

we have to do in order to get Trinidad and Tobago off that Global Forum blacklist.   

5.25 p.m. 

Hon. Hosein:  No, what I am saying is that this appropriation will meet our contractual obligations 

until September 2025, because the former Minister of Finance did not give enough allocation towards 
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this line Item with respect to Contract Employment.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Hosein:  And as you will know with respect to Global Forum we have been in fact on the 

blacklist for the last years due to inaction by the last PNM administration.  So we will do what we have 

to do in order to get Trinidad and Tobago off that Global Forum blacklist. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chairman, Sub-Item 22: Short-Term Employment.  How many persons are 

currently employed on short-term contracts in the Ministry?   

Hon. Maharaj:  Repeat?  I did not get that.  

Mr. Gonzales:  How many persons are employed on short-term contracts?  I am looking at and 

referring to rather the same Item 001: Sub-Item 22.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Mr. Chairman, 323, hon. Member.  

Mr. Gonzales:  323 persons on short-term at this point in time?  

Hon. Maharaj:  That is correct, yes.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Can the hon. Minister indicate, as of April 28, how many persons were employed on 

short-term contracts?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Mr. Chairman, 323.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Can the hon. Minister—on the same Item, Mr. Chair, thank you very much.  Can the 

hon. Minister indicate whether or not persons on short-term contracts where terminated over the last 

six weeks or so? 

Hon. Maharaj:  There have been some that have been terminated, I understand.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Understood.  Can you say how many?   

Hon. Members:  Approximately 11.   

Mr. Gonzales:  11 persons? 

Hon. Members:  Yes.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you say which department?   

Hon. Maharaj:  Approximately, give or take.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Understood, can you say which department that they have been employed in prior to 

their termination?   

Hon. Maharaj:  Law Reform Commission, AG’s Secretariat and Minister’s Secretariat.   

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible]  
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Hon. Members:  Pardon me?  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much.    

Hon. Maharaj:  Law Revision Commission, sorry.   

Mr. Gonzales:  No, I hear you.  Thank you very much.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Laventille West.   

Mr. Marcelle:  [Inaudible] Mr. Chairman, to the hon. Minister in relation to line Item 02/001/23 and 

02/009/23 in relation to Fees.  I understand that the hon. Minister indicated that the original allocated 

provisions of the $84.2 million have been exhausted and that the increase being asked for today is $54 

million.  Could the hon. Minister indicate, one, what percentage of previous fees are outstanding and 

is expected to be paid from this increase and, of course, well, the remainder going to be new fees 

please?   

Hon. Maharaj:  One moment please, Member.  [Pause]  Your question was what portion of the $ 

84,250,000 has been paid.  

Mr. Marcelle:  No, please Minister.  My question is, because you have answered that.  That Vote has 

been exhausted.  So I am asking of the increase amount of the 54—I am asking for the 54, which 

portion of that increase of $54 million is going to go to past fees and which percentage is going to be 

allocated to new fees.   

Hon. Maharaj:  That is a very difficult question to answer at this stage but as you know, the Attorney 

General’s department is in continuing litigation.  So I suspect that I cannot give you a definite 

percentile of what will go towards existing bills, but there has to be a kind of balance going forward 

and it will get the discretion of the Attorney General and depending on the urgency of the matter, et 

cetera.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Thanks, hon. Minister.  Can you please indicate whether since the assumption of office 

of the hon. Attorney General, how many briefs or the percentage of this $54 million, if you can at the 

time, indicate how many of the fees are allocated to the new briefs that would have been awarded 

post-general election, please?   

Hon. Maharaj:  I cannot answer that question at this point in time.  

Mr. Marcelle:  Can it be provided in writing, please, at a later time.  

Hon. Maharaj:  It will be given due consideration, but I cannot say now that I will give a written 

undertaking to provide a written response.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Chairman, most respectfully, through you, I understand the hon. Attorney General is 

not here and therefore, the Minister of Justice may not be able to answer that.  Might I most 
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respectfully ask if the Minister of Justice, who has nothing to do with this line Item, but more so the 

Attorney General, whether the Minister of Finance might give any undertaking to relative to explaining 

that?  I think that it is an appropriate question in light of this please.   

Mr. Chairman:  Well, can I just say this?  I somewhat tend to agree with the Minister of Justice that 

it may be impossible to say at this stage, quite frankly.  We are now where a supplemental allocation 

is going to be made.  I heard what the Minster has said.  I have heard the question you have asked and 

I am giving you the reason why I think the Minister’s answer is an eminently reasonable one.  I think 

it may be impossible to say at this stage.  

Hon. Maharaj:  If I may, Mr. Chairman, from a preliminary assessment of fees that have been paid 

over the 10 years, it has been perhaps one of the highest amounts paid out to local and foreign 

attorneys and consultants and, as I just indicated, we were presented by the Permanent Secretaries this 

morning a new figure which was added on to what was presented to the Minister Finance for the 

supplementation.  So we do not know how much more is existing out in the wood works and how 

much more is going to hit us and they are asking us to predict in the future how much money is going 

to be spent on legal briefs and legal fees.  That is really a pure speculative question, which I cannot 

answer.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Most respectfully, please, Chairman and Minister, I am not asking in relation to any 

futuristic aspects of it, but you arrived at a figure of an increase of $54.9 million and you are bringing 

before this Committee and for us to consider and approve this amount and therefore this amount 

could not be pulled out from a hat.  And therefore, I am asking a simple and reasonable question, 

where is the $54.9 million going to be allocated.  I understand that the Chairman believes it is somehow 

difficult, I am asking for it to be provided at a later date.  But there is still not even a consideration 

from what I am hearing, to be provided at a later date and that is unreasonable, please, Mr. Chairman, 

with all due respect.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Maharaj:  Mr. Chairman, the close figure we have towards outstanding bills, foreign and local, 

and consultants, has now increased to close to 100, if not 100 million.  If you allocated $54 million, 

there has to be some that has going to be paid towards existing bills for sure and there is some that 

has been to left for—  We are continually engaging in litigation.  It is just that bills are just tumbling 

in day-by-day from them. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, may I come in here please?  

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, it is extremely hypocritical for the PNM administration to ask us about 
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legal fees, let me start there. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, we, on assuming office were saddled with these multimillion-dollar 

legal fees that they have left us with because this also includes arrears.  It includes payments to “eat 

ah food” PNM lawyers who are hand-picked by the last regime—  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, we protest.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Hosein:  Were hand-picked by the last regime, eating by the trough.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Mr. Chairman.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Mr. Marcelle:  Mr. Chairman, most respectfully.  

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, if I may, when we came to this Parliament and I asked for the names 

of those attorneys, they refused to give us the names.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chairman, we ask for your intervention.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, I listened in silence.  You asked the question, Member for Laventille 

West, I am responding.  Will you allow me?  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Hosein:  This $45.9 million includes fees that were owed by your administration over the last 

fiscal year. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Hosein:  If you look at the original allocation, the Attorney General under the line Item Fees 

would have allocated $80 million being wasted, spent.  It did not have a dollar when we went in there 

into office.  Now we have to now ask for additional money to pay lawyers’ bills that you left us with.   

5.35 p.m.  

Mr. Marcelle:  Mr. Chairman, most respectfully, I know today is Monday but today is not the UNC 

Monday Night Forum.  I asked a specific question in relation to a specific line Item.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Marcelle:  Most respectfully, I allowed the Member, please⸻I allowed the Member most 
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respectfully please. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman, I asked the⸻ 

Mr. Marcelle:  Excuse me please, excuse me, please, Member.  If I may?  

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, if I may? 

Mr. Chairman:  One Member at a time.   

Mr. Marcelle:  Yes, please, yes, please. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin North/East, you will have your turn.  

Mr. Imbert:  Before the Member for⸻ 

Mr. Marcelle:  Deeply grateful please, Mr. Chairman.  And I am asking and I understand all of what 

would have transpired and what the Member is saying please, Chairman.  But I am asking out of the 

54⸻it is simple, out of the $54 million, this position that some would go and some would go to the 

past and some will go to the future is understood but I am asking what percentage of that is going to 

the past and what percentage of it is going to new briefs.  It is a simple question. 

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, apparently, the Member for Laventille West does not understand how 

litigation works.  You cannot in fact get an exact figure of what legal fees will be in the future because 

how it works is that when an attorney does work, they will invoice the work, the invoice will be sent 

to the Office of the Attorney General.  It will be checked on that, verified and then payments are 

made.  There will only be a projection of what it can be for the next few months until the next fiscal 

year.  But if you want us, if you really want us to tell you the PNM lawyers who get most of these 

millions⸻ 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Hosein:⸻including, including former Members and maybe current Members opposite, we can 

tell you.  But at this point in time, this line Item is to cover some of the bills that you left us with and 

in order to also run the Ministry going until the month of September 2023.  It is simple as that.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Marcelle:  Chairman, thank you very kindly.  Outside of the projection which I am not asking 

for in this question here, I am asking right now out of the 54 million which past, which percentage of 

that will be expended on existing invoices as approved in relation to past work. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, I⸻could you all stop?  I have heard the question asked at least five times⸻ 

Mr. Marcelle:  And answered none. 

Mr. Chairman:  Could you not please do that?  Could you please not do that?  I have heard five 

different iterations of what purports to be an answer.  I do not want to be even remotely deprecatory.  
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I understand that you have recently been admitted to the Bar.  It would be difficult if not impossible 

for anyone to⸻given the context of the answer given to allocate percentile amounts to past and future 

and that is all it is. 

Mr. Young SC:  Mr. Chairman, what does a Member being admitted to the Bar⸻ 

Mr. Marcelle:—admitted to the Bar have to do with asking questions? I am elected— 

Mr. Young SC:⸻have to do with anything?  So is it that only lawyers could ask questions⸻ 

Mr. Marcelle:  I mean like is it that the Members of⸻could ask questions? 

Mr. Young:⸻related to fees? 

Mr. Chairman:  No, I am not saying that.   

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I still want to ask a question. 

Mr. Marcelle:  But Chairman, that is highly disrespectfully.  It is highly disrespectfully. 

Mr. Chairman:  I am lending context to what was said.   

Mr. Marcelle:  But it is high disrespectfully. 

Mr. Imbert:  I wish to make a point. 

Mr. Marcelle:  Most respectfully, Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman:  I am just simply lending context.  So I am thinking⸻ 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I wish to make a procedural point. 

Mr. Marcelle:  It is highly disrespectful.  

Hon. Member:  The Chairman is speaking, the Chairman is speaking.  

Mr. Chairman:  So perhaps we could move on a bit from this. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, I have participated in at least 40 finance committee meetings already, 15 

of which would have been under the UNC.  This is the first finance committee meeting where I see 

the Chairman, your good self, venturing opinions, seeking to clarify statements made.  It is simply 

wrong.  It is wrong. 

Mr. Chairman:  All I can say is that I am simply trying to help the process along. 

Mr. Imbert:  Chairman, you are not supposed to get involved in the discussion. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Member:  Chairman, I appreciate your answer and your clarity in this matter. 

Mr. Chairman:  If you are of the view of that⸻ 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Chairman:  Allow me to finish please.  I apologize sincerely.   
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Laventille West, I did not mean, and I said I meant to be as least 

deprecatory as possible, it was not intended to be that way.  I simply was lending a context to the 

question because we have been spending a lot of time on a question that the two Ministers have 

answered.  So if we could move on, I would be very grateful.  Are there any other questions on this 

Head?  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, I am looking at the same Sub-Item 23.  

Item 001, Sub-Item 23, and I wish to ask the hon. Minister if he can clarify whether the fees, the $54.9 

million is going to be utilized to pay attorneys who are providing legal services in the Piarco 

International Airport corruption case.  Mr. Chair, it seems as though⸻ 

Hon. Maharaj:  So that I can just see if I get it correctly.  

Mr. Gonzales:  No, I can ask it again.   

Hon. Maharaj:  Sure, sure. 

Mr. Gonzales:  So you are asking for a further supplementation of $54.9 million approximately.  I 

am asking whether this would assist in providing or paying attorneys who are involved in providing 

legal services in the Piarco International Airport corruption case, White & Case. 

Hon. Maharaj:  No, hon. Member, there are many different cases that could be attached to that label.  

You have to be very clear.  To the best of my knowledge, about four or five different proceedings that 

you can say are attached to the Piarco.  Which one are you referring to? 

Mr. Gonzales:  White & Case. 

Hon. Maharaj:  White & Case.  Is that a foreign firm?   

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Yeah, I cannot answer that question.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Cannot answer? 

Hon. Maharaj:  I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you say whether or not the fees would also be paid to the attorneys who are 

involved in the case Vincent Nelson vs the Attorney General?  

Hon. Maharaj:  I cannot answer that at this point in time.  

Mr. Gonzales:  You cannot answer that question?  

Hon. Maharaj:  Pardon me? 

Mr. Gonzales:  You cannot answer that question? 

Hon. Maharaj:  I cannot answer that question.  I do not have the full listing.  The full listing of 
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attorneys, if it is going to be presented here, is a spreadsheet that comprises about four or five pages. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Different cases. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Yeah, so I really cannot pinpoint with accuracy and answer you that question. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay.  I am just pointing to a statement that you would have made earlier on. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Me? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes, in your opening statement. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Yeah. 

Mr. Gonzales:  That the hon. Attorney General has indicated his commitment to fight white-collar 

crime and this Piarco International Airport corruption case, White & Case is one such case where the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago are in the fight against white-collar crime. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Mr. Chairman, does the MP have a question that relates to something presently to us?  

Mr. Gonzales:  I am asking a specific question, Mr. Chair.   

Mr. Tancoo:  That leads to what is before us? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Whether under this allocation, moneys are going to be utilized to pay attorneys who 

are involved in this matter.  It is a very⸻it is either yes or no. 

Hon. Maharaj:  What I can say is that the Office of the Attorney General has the constitutionally 

enshrined duty of instituting and defending cases on behalf of the State.  There are a host of litigation 

that it is currently involved in. 

Mr. Gonzales:  I am asking a specific question please. 

Hon. Maharaj:  And what I am saying is, if it falls within that category, of course, he would pay it. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Of course.  And that also includes the case Vincent Nelson vs Attorney General? 

Hon. Maharaj:  I am sure it would. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member. 

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chair, if I may add too, I believe under this line Item, it will also deal with the 

recently concluded case involving NiQuan where the former PNM administration saddled us again 

with large legal fees.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Hosein:  It will also go towards looking at some of the contractual arrangements and 

transactions that were taking place under the last administration.  Because the Attorney General gave 

his commitment to fighting white-collar crime and some of my friends opposite may have some 

questions to answer.   
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

5.45 p.m. 

Mr. Manning:  Mr. Chairman, under the same line Item, I am asking how much of these legal fees 

were used to defend the Government against matters brought by the UNC? 

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, the UNC—if my friend from San Fernando East understands court 

matters, the UNC does not bring cases against the Government.  There are citizens who would have 

brought cases against the Government—  

Mr. Manning:  Sorry, the UNC-sponsored citizens.    

Hon. Hosein:—so my friend is totally out of his league with this particular matter. 

Ms. Ameen:  Perhaps he wants to know how many PMM “eat-ah-food” are on that list? 

Mr. Chairman:  Can you all allow me to address this, please?  Member for San Fernando East, it is 

plainly wrong to characterize someone bringing litigation as being sponsored by somebody else.  As a 

matter of fact, it breaches a well-known principle of law of champerty, okay?  So, can you please 

withdraw that characterization?    

Mr. Manning:  Sure. I withdraw, Mr. Chair.  But there were several matters brought against the 

previous Government by self-proclaimed UNC activists.  So, I am simply asking how many were 

brought against the Government by UNC activists.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Mr. Chairman, I have been in this House for 24 years, and I have not seen this level 

of abuse by Members of any Opposition before. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  I think it is an unfortunate characterization to label anyone as a litigant sponsored 

by anyone else.    

Mr. Manning:  That is how they describe themselves.  They call themselves UNC activists.   

Mr. Chairman:  I think it is a fair question to ask, how many cases were brought, and what was the 

cost to the State, but you can ask it in that sterile manner.  But to suggest that someone was bringing 

litigation at the behest of someone else— 

Mr. Manning:  Sir, I took that back, and I am asking a new question:  How many matters were 

brought against the previous Government by self-proclaimed UNC activists?  That is what I am 

asking.  

Hon. Maharaj:  Mr. Chairman, that is just another way of asking the same question, but I can help 

you.  If you can identify those matters—I do not know who are self-proclaimed UNC activists or who 

brought matters.  If you can identify it and supply us with those cases, I can possibly give you further 
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information on it.  But as it is, you are asking a question on a vacuum.  

Mr. Manning:  Sure, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  I will be very specific in my question.  I am just 

looking at Item 009: Criminal Law Department, Sub-Item 23:  Fees, where the hon. Minister is asking 

for a further supplementation of $16.18million, I assume to pay attorneys that are involved in 

providing support to the DPP’s department, is that external attorneys, Minister? 

Hon. Maharaj:  Contract Employees? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Fees?  I am asking specifically about Fees? 

Hon.  Maharaj:  Sorry, I got mixed up with the question.  If you can give it to me again? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay.  I am asking whether Sub-Item 23:  Fees, where you are asking for a further 

sum of $16.8million, if that is to be utilized to pay external attorneys who are providing support to the 

DPP’s department. 

Hon.  Maharaj:  Yes, it is.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Are you aware, Minister, if that includes cases or a particular case involving EMBD 

corruption? 

Hon.  Maharaj:  I do not think, at this stage, there is any criminal charge. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Investigation, I am talking about. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Investigation is really in the province of police authorities, and I cannot— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption]  

Mr. Gonzales:  I am entitled to ask my question.  Mr. Chairman, can you please protect me?  I am 

just hearing a lot of muttering.  I am asking a specific question. 

Hon.  Maharaj:  I am trying to answer.    

Mr. Gonzales:  No, I am not referring to you.  I am talking to your colleagues who are just distracting. 

Hon. Maharaj:  So, with regard to the EMBD, I know there is civil litigation, but there is no criminal 

charge sanctioned by the DPP.  So, I cannot help you there, in terms of whether or not that includes 

anything.    

Mr. Gonzales:  Do you know, Minister, if the fees, $16.18million to pay attorneys, who might be 

providing legal support to the DPP’s department, involve matters with Members of Parliament? 

Hon. Maharaj:  I cannot assist you there.  I cannot assist you there.  I do not have that level of 

specificity.    

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much. 
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Hon.  Maharaj:  Much obliged. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for San Fernando East.  

Mr. Manning:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  On the same line Item 02/001/23, can we be informed 

how much of this is to be spent on matters brought against the previous Government by Ravi 

Balgobin Maharaj? 

Hon. Maharaj:  Hon. Member, over the course of the last 10 years, there are literally hundreds, if not 

thousands, of cases brought against the State.  The State is the biggest litigator.  

Mr. Manning:  And I am asking about specific cases brought by a specific individual. 

Hon. Maharaj:  I am trying to answer you.  There are so many cases.  The State is the biggest litigator 

to the country, and I cannot tell you now.  I do not have that whole list of all matters brought for and 

against the State.  

Mr. Manning:  Could you provide for us in writing, please? 

Hon. Maharaj:  I will give it consideration, but I cannot say so right now.  I mean, I will give it 

consideration.  

Mr. Manning:  Thank you so much. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you.    

Mr. Chairman:  The Member for Couva South had his hands up before you. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  In light of the answers provided by the Minister of Justice, 

there are many cases that are under review that are seeking the advice of the hon. Attorney General.  

My colleague opposite, Arouca/Lopinot, is particularly concerned about white-collar issues.  I want 

to advise my colleague opposite that one of the issues that is being reviewed by the hon. Attorney 

General, that may fall within the line Item identified, is the issue of Lezama versus WASA, which 

involves the Member for Arouca/Lopinot.  And the PSA has already indicated that they have referred 

that matter to the DPP, with respect to misbehaviour in public office by the Member for 

Arouca/Lopinot.  So those are one of the matters that possibly the AG is looking at, in terms of this 

line Item.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Can I ask the hon. Member for Couva South, 

whether or not he is going on record in this Committee to confirm that this case involving one, 

Lezama, in WASA, involves the Member of Parliament for Arouca/Lopinot?  

Mr. Padarath:  You take it how you want it. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 
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Mr. Gonzales:  Chairman, Chairman— 

Hon. Members:  [Continuous desk thumping]   

Mr. Gonzales:  Chairman.  Thank you very much, Chairman.  The hon. Member for Couva South 

has made a damning statement in this Committee, and I am asking, Mr. Chair, I am asking, whether 

the hon. Member is prepared to go on record to confirm that the Member of Parliament for 

Arouca/Lopinot is involved or named in any matter involving one, Lancelot Lezama?  

Mr. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, I refer the Member of Arouca/Lopinot to speak with the head of the 

PSA on this matter.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Chair, I asked a ruling on this. 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, there being no further questions on the particular line Item— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

5.55 p.m. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Chair, I am— 

Mr. Chairman:  Can you ask the question?   

Mr. Gonzales:  I have questions on this line Item, but I am also responding, Mr. Chair, to a statement 

that you, Mr. Chair, allowed on the Floor of this Parliament.  And before we proceed, Mr. Chair— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Before we proceed, Mr. Chair, I want you to ask the hon. Member whether he is 

prepared to go on record on this very damning statement that he just made.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Chairman:  First of all, can I be allowed to answer the question?  First of all, I do not recall the 

Member saying you were directly involved— 

Mr. Gonzales:  What?   

Mr. Chairman:  Hold on, we can use the Hansard to refer to it afterwards.  The Member said you 

may know about it, but this is not the purpose of this Committee gathered here.  You have recourse— 

Mr. Gonzales:  But he was allowed to say it, Mr. Chair.   

Mr. Chairman:  What I am telling you is that you have a proportionate recourse available to you to 

solve, erase and/or mitigate whatever might have been said in the future.   

Mr. Gonzales:  I am still— 

Mr. Chairman:  And you can avail yourself of that recourse.   
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Mr. Gonzales:  Most certainly, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  So, instead us occupying the valuable time that is left to us here— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chair, I have more questions on this line Item.   

Mr. Chairman:  Please, can you proceed to ask the question?   

Mr. Gonzales:  I was distracted by the hon. Member for Couva South, so I wish to go back to the 

line Item and ask a question.   

Mr. Chairman:  Please let us move on. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  To the hon. Minister, I am referring to Item 009, Sub-Item 23:  Fees for the Criminal 

Law Department of the Ministry of the Attorney General.  Can the hon. Minister indicate whether 

those fees are to be paid to attorneys who are providing legal support to the office of the DPP in 

matters involving one Barry Padarath?   

Hon. Hosein:  What?  No, that question cannot be allowed.  That is against a Member of Parliament.    

Mr. Chairman:  First of all— 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Mr. Chairman:  I think I have to take a moment, right, but first of all, I am not entirely sure whether 

the Minister— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Chairman:  Alright.   

Hon. Hosein:  Put on your mike, put on your mike.   

Dr. Moonilal:  There is a reference to a sitting Member of the House in violation of 48(6), in violation 

of 48(6), it is very clear.  There is a reference to a Member here in violation of 48(6).  I ask for your 

ruling.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]   

Mr. Chairman:  I am not allowing the question.  Let us move on.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Mr. Chairman:  Do you have another question, Member?   

Mr. Gonzales:  I have another.  I have another question, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Let us go on.   

Hon. Members:  Please make it relevant.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Can the hon. Minister indicate whether or not this 

same line Item, Sub-Item 23:  Fees, for attorneys for providing legal services to the office of the DPP, 
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whether those matters are involving one Roodal Moonilal and David Lee?   

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, I have to intervene here.  Mr. Chairman, the Member for 

Arouca/Lopinot has now abused his privilege as a Member of Parliament in naming— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. Hosein:—sitting Members of Parliament.  There are serious repercussions with respect to the 

Standing Order on this matter in terms of privilege, and I think the Member has trespassed on this 

particular area, Mr. Chairman.  The Member is being allowed to defame sitting Members of the 

Government and the Cabinet in this particular issue— 

Mr. Gonzales:  “Do so eh like so.” 

Hon. Hosein:—Mr. Chairman, and we ask for a ruling that he must withdraw those questions.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Withdraw the questions?  I am asking questions on specific matters.  I was very 

specific.  They are specific matters.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]   

Mr. Chairman:  First of all, I have ruled, we are moving on, so unless there are further questions on 

this, I intend to put the question to the House.   

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 23 supplemented by the sum of $89,492,221.   

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you Attorney General, and Ministers in the Ministry of Legal Affairs, and 

your staff.   

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]   

Head 26:  Ministry of Education, $455,106,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Ministry of Education to make a brief five-minute statement. 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Mr. Chairman, thank you on behalf of the Ministry of Education for the 

opportunity to speak on the supplementary appropriation of Estimates for the Ministry of Education, 

which reflects this Government’s ongoing commitment to responsibly address urgent financial 

requirements across the education sector.  Under the leadership of the hon. Prime Minister Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar, our Government’s vision for education is clear, comprehensive and fully integrated 

into our national development plan.  The allocations being sought today 

are directly linked to critical shortfalls inherited as a result of longstanding vacancies, unaddressed 

financial obligations, and operational deficits which accumulated over years of neglect.   

Mr. Chairman, $296,106,000 under Recurrent Expenditure for the Ministry of Education will allow 

this Government to stabilize staffing through salary payments and retroactive adjustments for 
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educators, sustain vital support programmes for 20,000 vulnerable students through book grants, 

settle longstanding arrears to our university academic and administrative staff, and meet contractual 

obligations for essential services such a janitorial operations.  Mr. Chairman, this supplementation is 

another example of responsible fiscal management where this Government corrects the deficiencies 

left unaddressed by the previous administration while ensuring that our students, teachers and 

institutions receive the support they need to maintain stability, security and quality in the delivery of 

education.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Question proposed:  That Head 26 Ministry of Education be supplemented by the sum of 

$455,106,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for St. Ann’s East.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, with regard to line Item 01/005/01, 

how much of the increased allocation will be going to the increments, the upgrades, the acting 

allowances and salaries?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Through you, Chairman, to the Member, 6,565 secondary school officers 

through this line Item, this will cover their salaries.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The explanatory note says to facilitate the payment of salaries, arrears of 

increment, upgrades and acting allowance to secondary school teachers.  I am asking, what percentage 

of the $37,000,000 that is allocated here for this supplementation will be going towards the increments, 

the upgrades, the acting allowances and the salaries?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  The entire amount is for salaries.  The other payments would be met in the next 

fiscal year.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So, then these explanatory notes to ask the Minister of Finance to take note, but 

they are incorrect in this case.  If I may, Mr. Chairman, with regard to 02/001/16, Contract 

Employment, how many ECCE teachers will be paid, and how many ECCE assistant teachers will be 

paid?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Through you, Chairman, $33,042,000 is the sum that will be allocated for all 

contract workers, and that includes our ECCE teachers and the assistants.   

6.05 p.m. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may, Chairman, are you saying—in the explanatory notes, once again, it says 

to pay salaries and arrears to ECCE teachers and teaching assistants.  If I am understanding, Minister, 

correctly, is it that it is not only those payments that are included in that line Item?   
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Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Correct.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So, therefore, can I ask how much of that $33 million is allocated towards what 

is outlined in the explanatory notes and how much extra is allocated and to whom it is being paid?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We can provide a breakdown subsequently.   

Mr. Young SC:  Whilst my colleague is going through her notes, Mr. Chair, to the hon. Minister of 

Education, I am looking at Sub-Item 42 under Item 007, the school supplies and book grant.  We are 

putting $20 million.  May I ask what is the formula that would be used to allocate this $20 million?  

That is all I want to hear.  I am glad to hear it is the same formula.  I would not want it interfered 

with, but if the Minister of Education can answer, I would appreciate it.   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Yes, just give me a second.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you.  Do not let your colleagues disturb you, Minister.   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  In 2025, there were 28,844 applicants and the categories included persons in 

public assistance, unemployed persons, persons with disabilities; and this is talking about the parents, 

whose children will qualify, persons earning less than 5,000; and persons earning between $5,000 and 

$7,499.  

Mr. Young SC:  So you are going to apply that same formula going forward for this $20 million? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  You would remember that the application started in December 2024 and closed 

on 24 January, 2025.   

Mr. Young SC:  No, but what you are asking for here, Minister of Education, is $20 million, where 

there was zero allocation before.  So this is a completely new allocation.  This is for the new school 

year before the close of the fiscal.  So I am asking, in the application of this $20 million, what is the 

formula that would be utilized?  Because, of course, book grants have already been granted for the 

previous school year, which you just referred to.   

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Minister of Finance wishes to give an answer or clarification.  I see his 

hand up.    

Mr. Tancoo:  So for clarification, what is being adopted now is the same mechanism of a means test 

that was introduced when this Item was first introduced in fiscal 2024 by then Minister of Finance.  

The reason there is no allocation in 2025 is that although the Minister of Finance announced it in 2025 

again, not a cent was put forward for it.  So now it falls onto this Government to ensure that citizens 

are provided, children are provided with this book grant.   

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Minister of Finance.  So the answer to my specific question 

is yes, the same formula would be utilized, the same means test?  
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Mr. Tancoo:  The same means test— 

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you. 

Mr. Tancoo:—to correct the fact that no allocation was made by the Government.   

Mr. Young SC:  I got that point.  That is obvious from the document that says zero.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Yes, your Minister of Finance failed to make a commitment, failed to provide financing 

for a commitment he made in the budget.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for St Ann’s East.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may, how many qualified applicants do you have under the book grant 

scheme that will benefit from the same $20 million allocation?  How many qualified applicants?  You 

mentioned the criteria for qualification.  So I am asking how many qualified applicants?  Because that 

would inform the allocation which is exactly the formula used in the previous year when the number 

of qualified applicants dictated the amount that was given in the midterm of the last fiscal.  So one 

would assume the $20 million would be to pay how many applicants?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  It is a thousand per applicant, so it is 20,000.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So you have 20,000 qualified applicants out of the 28,844 applicants.  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Yes. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay.  Under this line Item, this same one, it speaks about acquiring school 

supplies and awarding book grants.  Is there a separate issue about acquiring school supplies, or is that 

all within the book grant you are speaking about?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  It is all within the book grant.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay.  The explanatory notes could do with a little clearing up there.  If I may, I 

want to go to line Item 02/001/37 that deals with janitorial services.  The sum of $26 million-odd is 

allocated here supplementing.  Which companies are to be paid under this line Item and how much 

to each company? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  There are seven janitorial companies and the information on the amounts can 

be supplied later.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Those are existing companies?  Any of those companies are new companies or 

those were existing contracts?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  They are existing contracts.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And this increased allocation, would it clear all the arrears in the janitorial?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  No.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may, if there are more arrears, why was that not catered for in the 
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supplementation?   

Mr. Tancoo:  It is ironic.  It is sad.  It is very, very unfortunate, ma’am.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That, I find it also unfortunate that— 

Mr. Tancoo:  Allow me to finish. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:—there are arrears that are not being cleared.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Allow me to finish please.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Please. 

Mr. Tancoo:  You were present on Friday when both the former Minister of Finance and the former 

junior Minister of Finance advised that the country was in a difficult financial state.  In fact, they 

confessed having just left office that they left the country in a difficult financial state.  As Minister of 

Finance, I would be anxious to provide every cent that is needed.  But because of the constraints left 

by your Government, ma’am, left by the People’s National Movement, we have been constrained to 

cut down into what is called mandatory expenditure.  And that is because, ma’am, your Government 

bankrupted, you crashed the economy and that is why we are in the state we are in now.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you very kindly.  Mr. Chairman, to the Minister of Education, therefore, 

or the Minister of Finance, whichever one feels to answer now, if all the arrears are not being cleared, 

could I have an indication of which companies were paid what and therefore what arrears have been 

left with which company?  Because I want to ensure or to be clarified that some companies are not 

being cleared totally while other companies are not having their arrears cleared.  So in the submission 

that you undertook to give, could you indicate, please, for the seven janitorial companies, what is the 

total outstanding and therefore what is being paid and what arrears will remain to each of the 

companies, please?  Thank you so kindly.   

If I may move to, Mr. Chairman, I do not know if there is anyone else, 004/006/35, Direct 

University Services, please.  The sum of $180 million is being allocated here, supplemented.  Could I 

have an indication of the amount that will be paid to the academic staff, the senior administrative staff, 

the professional staff and also to the estate police officers and the number of officers to be paid in 

each category and the total amount per category of staff, please, under this line Item?  If you have it, 

you can contribute it now.  If not, I am prepared to take it in writing.   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Thank you.  We will supply it in writing. 

6.15p.m.  

Mr. Chairman:  I think Diego Martin West had his hand up before you, Member.    

Mr. Des Vignes:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  For the Minister, 05/042: Acquisition of 



 

109 

 

Delivery of Laptops and Tablets, we have a $76 million additional ask.  We would like to know, you 

speak of constraints, is there is a means test being done for these laptops and these devices?   

Hon. Member: [Inaudible] 

Mr. Des Vignes:  So given that there is no means test—oh, the hon. Minister did not answer, sorry.  

His colleagues did.  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  So, Member, there is no means test being applied.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Des Vignes:  Well, given that the Minister of Finance stated that there are so many constraints, 

would it not be more fiscally responsible to be doing a means test for this particular Item?   

Mr. Tancoo:  Equality may not be a concept that you understand, Sir, but when we are dealing with 

children, priority is given to equality.  Thank you.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Des Vignes:  Perhaps the Minister does not understand equality and equity, and how those two 

things can be different.    

Mr. Tancoo:  Thanks for your lesson, Sir.  

Mr. Des Vignes:  However, I do have a follow-up question there.  Are these devices already being 

procured?  What part of the procurement process are we, regarding these devices?  Does Minister 

have an answer? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will advise in due course. 

Mr. Des Vignes:  Thank you very much, Sir. 

Mr. Chairman:  I think the Member for Laventille West had his hand up next.    

Mr. Marcelle:  Deeply grateful, please. Chairman, for the hon. Minister, line Item 04/007/42. Can 

the hon.  Minister indicate when the school supplies and book grants are expected to paid within this 

fiscal to parents, please?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will let you now in due course. 

Mr. Chairman:  I think after that was San Fernando East.  

Mr. Manning:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Line Item 02/001/16:  Contract Employment.  I see here to 

enable the payment of salaries and arrears to ECCE teachers.  I wanted to know how much of the $33 

million is dedicated to salaries, and how much to arrears.  Also, in response to the Minister of Finance, 

this Government bankrupted itself when it canceled the TTRA.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Mr. Chairman:  The first part of the question was already asked and answered, and the second part 
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is irrelevant.  I rule irrelevant.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Diego Martin North/East.   

Mr. Imbert:  I just wanted clarification, Mr. Chairman.  There was a question asked and an answer 

was rendered.  I would like to get clarity.  This was with respect to the laptops.  Is it that they will be 

given to both rich and poor, regardless of wealth?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  All students. 

Mr. Imbert:  So rich or poor, regardless of wealth.  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  I do not have the data—yes.  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Yes?  And the hon. Prime Minister indicated that if a student and parent, they 

do not want the laptop, well— 

Mr. Imbert:  So, the answer is, yes, rich or poor, regardless of wealth.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Mausica/Malabar. 

Mr. Romain:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Line item 05/042:  Acquisition and Delivery of Laptops, 

would the Minister be able to tell us what brand of laptop is being sought?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will get back to you in due course.  

Mr. Romain:  Follow-up on that, Mr. Chairman.  Would Internet connectivity devices be provided 

with these laptops, so that students will be able to use these laptops at home for those who may not 

have access to Internet? We know last time such devices were not provided.   

Mr. Hosein:  As I understand the exercise, can I just ask what line Item we are specifically on that 

the Member is asking this question on, and if it is relevant to the line Item?    

Mr. Romain:  05/042.   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will provide information on a later date.  I think the Minister of Finance also 

wanted to provide some clarity on it.    

Mr. Tancoo:  Mr. Chairman, the matter before us is the approval of $20 million for the provision of 

school grants, and the approval before us is for the provision of laptops—the provision of laptops.  

We are getting into extraneous matters about interconnectivity and who will provide Wi-Fi, et cetera, 

et cetera.  I would like us please—this is a very serious matter.  I will really like us please to focus on 

what is before us.  Ask questions freely about what is before us but do not let us get into the 

extraneous—  

Mr. Chairman:  I think that has been adequately answered, and the Minister has said he will look at 

it.  I see Member for St. Ann’s East waving.    
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Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you kindly, Mr. Chairman.  How many laptops are to be procured?   

Hon. Dr. Dowlath: [Inaudible]    

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  How many?    

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  18,000.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  80,000?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  18,000.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And the supplier has that—who is doing—handling of the procurement of those 

laptops?    

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will let you know that in due course.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Do you have a projected cost for the device?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  The devices have specs to ensure that they meet the requirements for the 

particular hardware and software that will be required at the Form 1 level.  So, in terms of costing, we 

are in the process of ensuring that that is being done.  So, we will supply the details to you 

subsequently.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Is there information at this time, in terms of the warranty arrangements for the 

laptops that are being provided?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  All of those are part of the specs that we will supply to you. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Can I ask, is there a projected date when the laptops will be delivered?   

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  “Ah” coming to that.   

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will advise in due course.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you. 

6.25 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  Yes, so in due course you will get the list. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I am not sure what in due course corresponds to, Mr.Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, 

can you clarify?   

Mr. Chairman:  I would imagine, since there is no specific time limit, I would imagine, like all public 

officers, it would be a reasonable time, reasonable being a contextual exercise as the Member sitting 

next to you very well knows.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The Member sitting next to me, Mr. Chairman, knows about the timeline in 

which the list of schools would be prepared and sent to me?  
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Mr. Chairman:  No, no.  I meant what is a reasonable period for an administrative officer to provide 

an answer.  That is what I meant.  So I suppose the short answer to your question is a reasonable time. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay, I will move on to another question based on the same line Item.  Are the 

funds that are allocated—the $83 million—is that sufficient to cover all the work that is required in 

schools at this time?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  No, it is not. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay, so how many schools, if I may, are projected to be covered by this 

$83million?  Or what percentage of the schools that require?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  The number of schools—presently, we are looking at a list of 279 schools.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That requires work?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  That requires work, yes.  It is made up of ECCE schools, primary schools, 

secondary schools and the district office. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I know the Minister indicated that the list has not been finalized but I am still 

asking the question.  How many schools were not included on the list for vacation repair work?  

Hon. Dowlath:  There are 833 schools in total so therefore so we could do the math here. 

Mr. Chairman:  [Inaudible]—the Minister of Finance to provide some clarification. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Members of the Committee, and hon. Chairman, every single school in this country is 

in need of some level of repair because of the way this former Government treated with school repairs 

generally, some more desperately than others.  Member for St. Ann’s East, you are very well aware of 

that, so to come today to ask for specifics is very, very disturbing, very disturbing.  What has had to 

happen again is the hon. Minister of Education has had to prioritize and that is what he said he would 

provide.  He has had to prioritize based on the available funding and based on the absolute state of 

disrepair that your Government left the educational sector and schools in particular in this country. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may, Mr. Chairman, the story that you are weaving, Mr. Minister, is very 

familiar and you are in charge now and so is the Minister of Education.  

Mr. Tancoo:  I appreciate your confession.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If I may finish.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we have questions?  Can we on both sides skip the hyperbolic narrative and 

have questions and answers to those questions?  Member for St. Ann’s East, may I have a question 

framed as a question?  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Most certainly, Mr. Chairman.  When are the works utilizing the $83 million in 
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funding to begin at schools? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  So it begins during the first week of the vacation—  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay.  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:—unless they are certain emergency works that have to be done immediately. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Okay.  And the explanatory notes that I keep being guided to by the Minister of 

Finance indicate that there are repairs to be undertaken at schools and other facilities.  If I may, what 

other facilities are to be worked on using this $83 million during the vacation period and how much 

is assigned to those other facilities? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  We will let you know the details in due course as we finalize this list.   

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  My final question on this line Item, will any of the funds be used to pay for work 

that has already been done at the schools, or is this all future work?  

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  This is for the vacation repair programme, which is for works to be done during 

the vacation.  

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So this will not clear past bills that are due for work that is probably ongoing all 

now? 

Hon. Dr. Dowlath:  [Inaudible] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you very kindly. 

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 26 supplemented by the sum of $455,106,000.    

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you to the Minister of Education and the Minister of Tertiary Education and 

Skills Training, Parliamentary Secretary and your staff.   

Head 28:  Ministry of Health, $728,539,920.   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Health to make his opening statement. 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, Members of this Committee, and members 

of the public.  The Ministry of Health is responsible for the management of the healthcare system in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  As a management-focused Ministry, it provides leadership and direction for 

the sector by focusing on policy-making, planning, assessing of the population’s health needs, 

mobilizing funding for the delivery of health services, regulating the sector, and ensuring that services 

are delivered in accordance with internationally accepted quality standards.  Delivery of the health 

services has been decentralized to five semi-autonomous regional health authorities.   

The public healthcare system has a network of 115 health facilities inclusive 

of 78 health centres, two enhanced health centres, seven district health facilities, one extended care 
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centre, 14 outreach health centres, and 13 hospitals.  Each RHA has at least one DHF and a referral 

hospital.  Approximately two-thirds of the health centres are located in the western half of the country, 

which is more densely populated.   

Mr. Chairman, the Ministry of Health today is asking for $728,539,920 in this mid-year budget 

review under recurrent expenditure.  This is mainly to meet outstanding payments incurred under the 

last administration.  If we were to look at a breakdown of this request, Drugs and Other Related 

Materials and Supplies, $353,701,420 which would be to NIPDEC and the other transfers to the 

RHAs, $334,661,880 to the RHAs.  Some $688,363,300 out of this sum request is to pay outstanding 

debts to suppliers of goods and services. 

Mr. Chairman, the aim of this Government is to continue to provide an array of public 

healthcare services but in a more reliable, efficient, timely and cost-effective manner.  Mr. Chairman, 

by way of information for the period 2025 to 2030, the following are some of the key strategic priority 

areas that the Ministry of Health intends to pursue:  The prevention, treatment and care of NCDs, the 

strengthening of the maternal child health services, the strengthening of the communicable disease 

response, and the enhancement of the health infrastructure health network,  namely the re-purposing 

and full opening of the Couva Hospital Multi-Training Facility, a facility that has remained under-

utilized for the past 10 years.  Also, the strengthening of mental health services and the enhancement 

of the delivery of health services through reduced and guaranteed waiting times, the removal of the 

backlog of patients awaiting critical diagnostic test and surgeries, and most importantly, the availability 

of drugs for patients and supplies for doctors and nurses to do their jobs.   

So in this regard, in this light, Mr. Chairman, this request is being made to cover, as mentioned, 

the outstanding payment to suppliers of the RHAs for the services rendered, including medical 

supplies, security services, utilities, food supplies, repairs and maintenance, the outstanding payment 

for pharmaceuticals and non-pharmaceuticals, repairs and maintenance at the Couva Hospital 

Multi-Training Facility and the continuation of extended opening hours of six health centres and the 

introduction of extended hours for those six health centres.   

6.35 p.m. 

So, Mr. Chairman, from the above, it is clear that these funds are required, are critical to the 

continued operational activities of the RHAs, which appear to have either been starved of funds or 

possibly not spent the allocated funding if sent, on the current priorities.  Ultimately, the funds 

requested are to ensure an improved service to our citizens as outlined.  I remain available to answer 

questions.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 



 

115 

 

Question proposed:  That Head 28 Ministry of Health be supplemented by the sum of 

$728,539,920. 

Mr. Chairman:  Diego Martin North/East. 

Mr. Imbert:  Thank you.  Minister, with respect to Head 28:  02/004/39, Drugs and Other Related 

Materials and Supplies, with this supplementation, what is expected to be the total expenditure on this 

Sub-Item in fiscal 2025? 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you for the question, Member.  So the total expenditure for fiscal 2025 

would be $978,701,420.  As you would note there, $625 million was allocated in fiscal 2025. 

Mr. Imbert:  Right.  Does that include arrears for previous years or is that— 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  It does in fact include arrears payable to NIPDEC for some invoices from 2024, 

as well as, current invoices for 2025. 

Mr. Imbert:   Okay, so are you able to disaggregate what you will be paying from for the previous 

year, and what do you expect to pay for this year, this fiscal? 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  One second, Member.   I am advised that that can be provided in writing, we do 

not have that available at the moment. 

Mr. Imbert:  No problem.  I also have some questions they are all identical with respect to 04/009/02, 

04/009/03, 04/009/04, and 04/009/05.  I notice in each one of those you refer to the expansion of 

services at three local health centres.  Could you identify the local health centres that, where the 

services will be expanded for the North West RHA, the Eastern RHA, North Central RHA and the 

South West RHA.   

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you again, Member.  So let me just provide some clarification.  So currently, 

there are already existing services at the North West Regional Health Authority and the North Central 

Regional Health Authority.  So the intention is to continue those services and those are currently at 

the Diego Martin Health Centre, Woodbrook Health Centre and the San Juan Health Centre. That 

would be within the North West RHA.  The current services within the NCRHA are at Arouca, La 

Horquetta and St. Helena.  So those are currently already on extended hours, the intention is to 

continue.  In the Eastern RHA, the intention is to start for the next three months, the extended hours 

at Valencia, Cumuto and Biche, and in the South West Regional Health Authority, the intention is to 

commence those extended hours at Moruga Health Centre, Penal Health Centre and Cedros Health 

Centre.  I trust that provides some clarity.   
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Mr. Imbert:  Sure.  So if I am to understand you correctly, you are not increasing the level of service 

in any of the health centres in the North West Regional Health Authority and in North Central 

Regional Health Authority, am I correct? 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Well, we are certainly continuing what is already available and adding— 

Mr. Imbert:  I understand that, I am just asking whether of the— 

Ms. Ameen:  [Interruption] 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Speaker, I do not need any help from the Member for St. Augustine.  So, if I 

understand you correctly, the regions in which you will be expanding these particular services, local 

health centres, where you say expansion of services at three local health centres, the ones where new 

health centres will have expanded services are the Eastern RHA and the South West RHA.  Am I 

correct?   

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Correct. 

Mr. Imbert:  Okay. 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  If I may, Chairman, just to clarify and to answer the Member’s previous question 

in terms of whether the facilities have been expanded.  The intention currently at the health centres in 

the NWRHA and the NCRHA, the hours on a Saturday, I believe, are up to one o’clock.  The intention 

is to standardize the hours so in fact, at all of the 12 facilities with the extended hours, they will now 

go— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:—till four o’clock on a Saturday and they will go to eight o’clock on the weekdays.  

So there is, in fact, some expansion at the existing facilities in conjunction with the new facilities to be 

introduced.  So that is to answer your question. 

Mr. Chairman:  St. Ann’s East. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  With regard to 02/004/39 the amount that is allocated here, is it enough to pay 

all of the outstanding arrears, pay all? 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Sorry, Member. 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sorry, 004/39. 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  This is at Drugs and Other Related Materials and Supplies? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yeah. 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  I am sorry, your question was? 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sorry, I am asking if the amount allocated with the supplementation, is it 

enough to clear all the arears.   
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Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  No, Minister, I am informed that there are currently outstanding sums of $406.4 

million so, as you would see there would still be a shortfall.    

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And if I may, why is it not being totally cleared off. 

Hon. Dr. Bodoe:  Well, Minister of Finance. 

Mr. Tancoo:  [Inaudible] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Are we going back to the blaming and crashing and that whole story again, or 

are we going to get a rational answer? 

Mr. Tancoo:  [Inaudible] 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Oh no, well, if, we are going to do the blaming again— 

Mr. Chairman:  Alright— 

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:—we heard that already. 

Mr. Chairman:—can we move on and put the question now I take it? 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 28 be supplemented by the sum of $728,539,920. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Mr. Minister and your Junior Minister and your staff. 

Head 30:  Ministry of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development, $55,668,400. 

Mr. Chairman:  I now invite the Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development to 

make his opening statement. 

6.45p.m. 

Hon. Baptiste:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, the Ministry of Labour, Small and Micro 

Enterprise Development welcomes the opportunity to participate in this meeting of the Standing 

Finance Committee to consider the supplementation of appropriation for fiscal year 2025.  Mr. 

Chairman, the Ministry of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development continues to play a 

critical role in promoting decent work, industrial peace, and entrepreneurship with the aim of 

achieving sustainable and inclusive economic growth.   

We are guided by our Government’s Workers’ Agenda, which identifies a 20-point plan that 

seeks to place our workers at the forefront of the development of Trinidad and Tobago, as well as by 

Government’s official policy framework.  These in turn are aligned to the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals, especially Goal 8, which focuses on decent work and economic growth.  

Underpinning all of the Ministry’s work, Mr. Chairman, is a thrust towards greater dialogue and the 

coordinated approach with stakeholders to strengthen tripartite relationships on labour market issues.   

The proposal for the supplementation of appropriation for the fiscal year 2025, in the amount 
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of $55,668,500, primarily falls under Recurrent Expenditure to be utilized for: one, the payment of 

arrears of salaries and allowances to officers under the Salaries Review Commission in the amount of 

$3,857,700; two, the payment of salaries for contract employees for the Occupational Safety and 

Health Agency in the amount of $5million; and, lastly, payment of stipends to trainees of the 

On-the-Job Training Programme in the amount of $46,811,700. 

Mr. Chairman, these supplementary provisions are necessary and critical as we seek to honour 

terms and conditions of employment of our staff, and ensure that the trainees under the OJT 

programme receive their stipends in a timely manner.    

I thank the Committee for this opportunity and look forward to addressing any questions that 

Members may have.  I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed: That Head 30 be supplemented by the sum $55,668,400.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members—  

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, I have a question. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I will allow you; somewhat late, but that is fine.  Go ahead. 

Mr. Imbert:  Mr. Chairman, you have to look on this side.   

Mr. Chairman:  I did. 

Mr. Imbert:  Keep your eyes trained on this side. 

Mr. Chairman:  That is a very difficult thing to do.  

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Mr. Imbert:  Well, still try, because we are asking the questions, not them.  With respect to Item: 

02/005/17, I note the explanation is that the intake of trainees is due to increase from 4,900 to 6,000, 

how many additional trainees will be taken in over the next three months with respect to this 

supplemental appropriation?   

Hon. Baptiste:  Member, Mr. Chairman, it is in respect of the existing trainees.  So we are not taking 

on any additional trainees, we are in fact just looking to meet the shortfall. 

Mr. Imbert:  Okay. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 30 supplemented by the sum of $55,668,400.  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development.  Thank 
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you to your staff.    

Head 31: Ministry of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence, $325,811,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I now invite the Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence to make 

his opening statements. 

Hon. Smith:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you to the viewing public, all Members present.  I 

am certainly privileged and honoured to now take a position as the substantive Minister of Public 

Administration and Artificial Intelligence.  Mr. Chairman, today, I speak not just as the Minister 

entrusted with the modernization of Government in the public administration, but as a citizen who 

has watched, like so many others, the unchecked erosion of public confidence over the past decade.   

What we inherited, Mr. Chairman, was not just fiscal deficit, but a credibility deficit as well; 

not just buildings, Mr. Chairman, in disrepair, but, I dare say, institutions in decay.  Not just poor 

infrastructure, Mr. Chairman, but what can be considered a poor excuse for leadership and good 

governance. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:  A Government off the rails, Mr. Chairman, a Government of distorted realities, and 

that has been quite clear by the comments made opposite.  Mr. Chairman, a callous Government, an 

unruly Government, a Government void of compassion, Mr. Chairman, and it has showed 

continuously.  Even as they warm the seats in Opposition, they remain brutally arrogant and callous 

to the people of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:  So, Mr. Chairman, as I said, I would like to take leave of my five minutes on this 

occasion, because let us not fool ourselves, this $3.1 billion supplementary appropriation is more than 

a budget correction.  It is an administration of what the Government has failed to do. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:  We have inherited buildings leased and left empty, contracts signed with no 

implementation strategy, towers outfitted for press conferences, but not for people; public servants 

forced to operate with 20th Century tools in a 21st Century world.    

The now Opposition had the mandate, they had the money, and they had the moment, but 

unfortunately they lacked the management, and that is where this Government now takes the reins. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:  Mr. Chairman, what was presented as public sector transformation was little more than 

a branding exercise, Ministries operating in silos, services fragmented, and citizens, the most 
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importantly, forced to beg for basic access to the very institutions meant to serve them.    

Mr. Chairman, governance is not glorified caretaking, and as the Minister of Public 

Administration and Artificial Intelligence, we are here to make the appropriate changes.  We are not 

about slogans, we are not about optics; we are about outcomes— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:—an outcome-oriented Government, Mr. Chairman.  And so as we approach this 

appropriation, and, in particular, for the Ministry of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence, 

we are seeking a $325 million allocation.  This is not about luxury, Mr. Chairman, this is about 

necessity.  It allows us to regularize and now plan for the future of this Ministry.   

So, Mr. Chairman, as I endeavour to respond to what will obviously be a world wind of 

questions, we on this side are not here for a cycle of excuses, we are here to break it.  We are not here 

to inherit blame, we are here to take responsibility. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Smith:  We are not a Government governing to survive a new cycle, we are governing the 

secure a new cycle of opportunity, access and accountability for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I allow for questions. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed: That Head 31 be supplemented by the sum of $325,811,000.   

6.55 p.m. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Just one question, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I really am at a loss to understand.  Some on this side are shouting next, and 

some on that side are shouting one question.  Shall I take it they do not speak for you, Member? 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter]  

Mr. Chairman:  That is a joke.  That is a joke.  Diego Martin Central. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  It was a joke. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, I just want to get an idea of what are the terms and conditions of the 

bond that is being addressed. 

Mr. Chairman:  What is the line Item?  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Sorry, Chairman.  Hold on, I have to pull the line Item, Chairman.  My apologies.   

Mr. Chairman:  I would have— 

Mr. de Nobriga:  02/005/08, I believe. 
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Mr. Chairman:  And the question on that is? 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, just the terms and conditions of the bond. 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Chairman, I am happy to respond. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you. 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  But I also would like to remind the gentleman that there is a goodly gentleman 

on his side— 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Chairman, if he could—  

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Chairman:  Can you please refer him as hon. Member. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  If we could just get down to the answer. 

Hon. Members:   Too much preamble, too much.  

Mr. de Nobriga:  It is.  Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  So, let us get on with it, shall we? 

Mr. de Nobriga:  I could not say what I wanted to say.  

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  If he would allow me to respond.   

Mr. Chairman:  Not “he”, the Member.  

Hon. Member:  No. No. 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  If the Member would allow me to respond, Chairman— 

Hon. Members:  No.  

Mr. Chairman:  Please.  

Sen. The Hon. Smith:—I can proffer an answer. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  Thank you. 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Okay.  So, as I was saying, hon. Chair, this particular Item was actually quite 

surprising when we saw it on our ends as well, because as you can see, it speaks to the Port of Spain 

Water Front Development Limited, which has successfully, based on information, issued a $500 

million, 7.875 per cent, senior secured note due in 2040, at a discount on the Rule144 A/Reg S on the 

international capital market with one bank, Scotia Bank, as the sole book runner.  The financing for 

this particular bond was secured against assets, and therefore it did not require a deed of guarantee 

from the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.  We found that quite strange, 

Chairman.  As such, it does not appear to have any direct impact on our debt-to-gross domestic ratio 
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but it certainly remains a debt service obligation that the Government has to endure.  You wanted a 

response, now you seem like you do not want the response.   

Mr. de Nobriga:  No, I am trying to understand what gross domestic ratio is.  I do not have a note.  

I have to double check it. 

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Chairman:  Can we move on with the answer, please?  

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  So, there was a sublease entered into with the Government of the Republic 

of Trinidad and Tobago.  The sublease and the leasehold interest in the assets to the Government of 

the Republic for 30-plus years, and the debt service for the bond are meant to be serviced by the 

POSWDL through rental payments made by the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 

which will be appropriated in the annual budget as Government expenditure, not debt, rather than 

debt service payments.  So, to answer your question, hon. Member, as it relates to this particular 

expenditure amount, it is meant to meet the expenditure for rental payment under sublease agreement 

for the Port of Spain Water Front Development Company Limited in the sum of US $500 million on 

the international market.  I hope that clarifies. 

Mr. de Nobriga:  I appreciate the answer.  Thank you very much Minister.  

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 31 supplemented by the sum of $325,811,000,   

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Thank you for your indulgence, Chairman, and the public.   

Mr. Chairman:  Members, can I crave your indulgence?  Because the Ministry of Digital 

Transformation is set to come sometime later but it is the same Minister and it is the same public 

servants, can we, for convenience, take them now subject to the agreement of everyone?   

Hon. Members:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, it is—[confers with Procedural Clerk] I am told it is page 26 in the explanatory 

notes, for ease of reference for everyone, and it is Head 82.   

Head 82:  Ministry of Digital Transformation, $130,700,400.   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Public Administration and Artificial Intelligence to 

make a brief opening statement again. 

Sen. The Hon. Smith:  Chairman, thank you so much, and to the viewing public.  It is quite rare that 

you get to have a proverbial bite of the cherry twice, so I do appreciate the indulgence of all Members 

here and the general public.  It is safe to say that the Ministry of Public Administration and Artificial 

Intelligence, formally MPA and MDT, we have been poised with the crucial, but gravely important 
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task of modernizing the public sector, and it is a necessary requirement and we have put forward a 

supplementation to essentially achieve those objectives.  Without further ado, I welcome all questions. 

Question proposed:  That Head 82 be supplemented by the sum of $130,700,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  I take it there are no questions. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 82 supplemented by the sum of $130,700,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  I want to thank the Minister and his public servants for attending. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you so much for your indulgence, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  So we go back to the order of how things were.  So in your documents, we 

go now to Head 37. 

Head 37:  Integrity Commission, $1,625,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  I now invite the Minister of Finance.  

Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you, Chair.  Chair, the Integrity Commission is a constitutional body created 

by sections 138 and 139 of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, and established 

by section 4 of the Integrity in Public Life Act.  Section 4 also provides for the membership of the 

Commission, that is to say, a chairman, a deputy chairman, and three other members.  The core 

functions of the Commission include ensuring compliance with the Integrity in Public Life Act, 

investigating breaches of the Act, and allegations of corruption, educating the public and fostering a 

culture of integrity. 

7.05 p.m.  

Hon. Tancoo:  Today, we are asking for a supplementation of $1.625 million for the furtherance of 

the work of the Integrity Commission.  Thank you, Chair.   

Question proposed:  That Head 37 be supplemented by the sum of $1,625,000. 

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you very much.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima.   

Ms. Beckles:  Yeah.  Thank you very much.  To meet the shortfall in the allocation, I think that is 

the only Item, so if you can indicate how many employees 

are hired under short-term employment, that is the only question.   

Hon. Tancoo:  I am advised that we are looking at about 28 persons.   

Ms. Beckles:  Twenty?   

Hon. Tancoo: Twenty-eight.   

Ms. Beckles: Twenty-eight.  Okay.  Thank you.   
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Hon. Tancoo:  Thank you.   

Question agreed to.   

Head 37 supplemented by the sum of $1,625,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of Finance, thank you, and I thank the accounting officer for the Integrity 

Commission, who I believe is the Registrar.  Thank you very much.  

Head 39:  Ministry of Public Utilities, $489,470,000  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Public Utilities to make a brief statement.   

Hon. Padarath:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, we meet today as stewards of the public 

trust at a time when the people of Trinidad and Tobago have called not just for change but for 

meaningful results.  Mr. Chairman, this new administration was elected on a wave of urgency and 

hope, and we stand ready to deliver.  This is not business as usual, not for this Government and not 

for the Ministries and agencies tasked with advancing its vision for our country.   

As one such institution, Mr. Chairman, the Ministry of Public Utilities is entrusted with 

ensuring that the daily lives of our citizens are supported by reliable, affordable and quality utility 

services.  Mr. Chairman, I have said from time to time that the Ministry of Public Utilities is one of 

those areas that is critical to the everyday life of our citizens as it impacts on the issue of water, 

electricity, and communication.  Mr. Chairman, it also deals with the issues of weather forecasting 

and these are not luxuries, they are the bedrock of dignity, public health, and national development. 

Yet, for too long, the public utilities sector has been burdened by inefficiency and a lack of coherent 

strategic direction.   

Our citizens have experienced the consequences of dry taps even in the rainy season, unreliable 

telecommunication and postal services, and customer service frustrates more than it helps.  The system 

does not require adjustment, it requires evolution.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, over the past month in particular, the Ministry of Public Utilities has 

initiated the process of realigning its agencies with this Government’s priority and evolving the needs 

of our population.  Strategic services, reviews, and consultation with stakeholders are underway.  We 

are acting decisively but responsibly to set this sector on a path towards lasting reform.  We recognize, 

of course, that such evolution cannot happen overnight but it must happen because the people of this 

country cannot wait any longer for water in their taps, a reliable electricity service, and communication.  

They deserve public utilities that are reliable, modern, and equitable.  The Ministry of Public Utilities 

in keeping with this Government’s mandate is committed to making that a reality.   
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Mr. Chairman, I wish to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the former PS and the new 

PS, staff of the Ministry of Public Utilities and the line agencies for their support and commitment 

during the transitionary period.  Mr. Chair, myself, the Minister in the Ministry, the Member for La 

Brea, Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry and the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla, we offer our 

sincere thanks.  While we have seen the tremendous work by the public servants in the Ministry of 

Public Utilities, knowing that we have come in on a large mandate but also knowing that we have the 

political will.   

Mr. Chairman, in the short space of time that we have been there, you are seeing changes with 

respect to greater responsiveness from agencies like WASA, TSTT, T&TEC, TTPost— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Padarath:  And soon to come CEPEP in terms of delivering to the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago, and that is the mandate upon which we came in to fix the problems.  But also to highlight 

the 10 years of waste, mismanagement, and massive corruption that are being unearthed in many of 

these state enterprises during the tenure of our friends opposite.   

Mr. Chairman, we welcome the questions of this esteemed committee and stand ready to 

account for how the funds allocated in the Ministry will be used to fulfil our mandate and deliver on 

the expectations of people of Trinidad and Tobago.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   

Question proposed:  That Head 39 be supplemented by the sum of $489,470,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, question to the hon. Minister, Sub-

Head:  04, Sub-Item, 04: Trinidad and Tobago Postal Corporation (TTPost).  Seeing an increased 

allocation of $9,470,000.  Can the Minister provide some details on the additional supplementations 

under this Head?   

Hon. Padarath:  Certainly, Member for Arouca/Lopinot.  In the sum of $9. 4 million for TTPost, 

there are three specific areas that have been identified within the organization.  Hon. Member, you 

may recall that there were three industrial relations disputes, those disputes have now come at a stage 

where there may be a settlement of some of those, and there is an indication of what the liability will 

be.   

Secondly, the payment of Corporation Tax and Green Fund liabilities, and finally, the payment 

of Value Added Tax and the liabilities for the period 2014 to 2020, which totals the sum of $9.4 million 

for TTPost.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, hon. Minister.  Just a further question, do you have any 
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information with respect to the details of the three industrial relations disputes?   

Hon. Padarath:  Yes, we do.  We do have that information.  Member, in the case of CV. 2020-04003, 

I will use the surname so that we do not go into divulging too much of the litigant.  In matter— 

7.15 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  It would be sufficient just to identify the number. 

Hon. Padarath:  The number.  

Mr. Chairman:  Yes.  

Hon. Padarath:  Okay.  Thank you for the guidance, Mr. Chairman.  The total amount awarded 

would be in $363,484.99.  Occurring interest as at November 2024, $64,163.85 with a total of 

$427,684.84.  In the case CV 2019-04-194, the total amount awarded would be $1.3 million.  Occurring 

interest as at November 2024, $223,475.19.  Taking us to a total $1,527,912.04.   

In the case CV 2022-02-794 amount awarded is $250,000 with there being no occurring 

interest at this point in time bringing out total together with the attorney fees for the three matters to 

a grand total of $2,467,692.70. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Further question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yeah. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Hon. Minister, can you clarify whether or not the sums that you have just identified 

include fees owed to attorneys or outstanding fees owed to attorneys on these matters together with 

damages awarded to, I guess, past employees of the organization?  

Hon. Padarath:  Sure.  So in those three matters, Member, I have given the breakdown of the actual 

amount that has been awarded.  I will give you for the attorneys’ fees, it is in the sum for those three 

matters in the of $262,132.  When you combine that with the total amount of damages awarded to the 

three litigants in the sum of $2,205,560.88, you combine those two figures of attorney fees and the 

award for these three litigants, you get a total of $2,467,692.70 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Chair.  To the hon. Minister, Item 004/51 Water and Sewerage 

Authority and an additional supplementation of $480 million.  Can the Minister confirm whether or 

not that sum being supplemented will be utilized for the payment of Contract Officers the Water and 

Sewerage Authority? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Padarath:  I am advised, hon. Member, that that would include contract employment to budget 

for WASA. 

Mr. Gonzales:  I did not get that clearly. 
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Hon. Padarath:  Sorry. 

Mr. Gonzales:  I did not get that clearly. 

Hon. Padarath:  I am advised that the contract employment does include the total amount that is 

being supplemented for WASA. 

Mr. Gonzales:  So the sum that is being supplemented $480 million is going to be utilized for the 

payment of contract workers within the authority?  

Hon. Padarath:  Correct. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Can you state to this Committee how many of contract employees within the 

organization that the sums being proposed will be utilized to pay these officers?   

Hon. Padarath:  Sure.  Member, we will consider providing that at a later stage. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Okay.  Can the Member indicate whether or not it will be utilized to pay staff on 

short-term contracts with the authority? 

Hon. Padarath:  We get back to you on that, hon. Member.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 39 supplemented by the sum of $489,470,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you.  Minister, can I thank you, your junior Minister and your parliamentary 

secretary and your technocrats. 

Head 40:  Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, $1,300,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I now invite the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and his junior Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for the kind invitation to address this 

Committee of the whole.  Good evening to all colleagues and citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.   

The Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries is the main driver of the energy sector in 

Trinidad and Tobago and is responsible for the overall management of the oil, natural gas and mineral 

sectors.  These sectors are significant contributors to the GDP of the country with substantial 

revenues generated.  Mr. Chairman, the Government recognizes the critical role of this Ministry, and 

as Minister of Energy and Energy Industries we have taken the approach of working with all 

stakeholders internationally and locally in a transparent, accessible manner to reposition Trinidad and 

Tobago as the energy hub of the region, and to ensure that returns from the energy sector are 

maximized for the benefit of all citizens.   

The additional provisions being requested by the Ministry today in the sum of $1,300,000 is 

to facilitate the payment of salaries and allowances for the remainder of fiscal year 2025, as well as 
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arrears computed in accordance with the 

120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission.  Mr. Chairman, I take this opportunity to extend 

my gratitude to the Permanent Secretaries and staff of the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  Could I ask the former Prime Minister to constrain himself.   

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  I want to extend my gratitude to the Permanent Secretaries, staff of the Ministry 

for the swift transition to a high-speed governance and a performance-driven culture. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  As we undertake this noble mission to rescue our economy that was crashed by 

the former administration— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:—under the weight of incompetence corruption— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:—it is our intention to reenergize the energy sector.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  The Member of Parliament for Oropouche East and the Member of Parliament 

for Point Fortin are committed to this task of rebuilding this sector.  And may I also express my 

gratitude to the very distinguished Member for Point Fortin for the work that he has done in quick 

time in this Ministry. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. Moonilal:  Mr. Chairman, I will leave it there and allow my colleagues opposite to 

interrogate me. 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter]  

Question proposed:  That Head 40 be supplemented by the sum of $1,300,000. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 40 supplemented by the sum of $1,300,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Minister.  Thank you to your staff.  

7.25 p.m.   

Head 42:  Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government, $122,144,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government to make 

a statement.   
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Hon. Ameen:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  The Ministry of Rural Development and Local 

Government is the arm of Government that is closest to the people.  It is responsible for 14 regional 

corporations, municipal police, and its special purpose enterprise, and the Rural Development 

Company of Trinidad and Tobago.   

The Ministry facilitates and supports delivery of core functions in areas such as: infrastructural 

development, disaster management, public health, municipal policing, and local economic 

development.  The Ministry is responsible for organizing, promoting, and implementing rural 

development programmes and policies that are aligned with the national strategic objectives.   

Unfortunately, while there has been a lot of rhetoric about reform and empowerment, based 

on previous allocations, instead of rural development, we have been seen incredible rural neglect.  

Instead of reform, we have seen talk and talk shops paid for by taxpayers’ dollars.  We have seen the 

undermining of the autonomy of regional corporations, which are each their own legal entity.  We 

have seen the suppression of funding by the refusal of Government to release money 

approved by Parliament in the budget.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Chairman, unfortunately, all, all, of the supplementary funding being 

requested by the Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government in this exercise is to pay bills 

left by the previous Government, contracts signed days before the general elections and, short falls in 

original allocation because the previous Government failed to properly budget initially; moneys that 

should have been allocated at the start of last fiscal that was not allocated.  With these remarks, Mr. 

Chairman, I remain open to questions. 

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 42 supplemented by the sum of $122,144,000.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you Minister and thank you to your staff.  

Hon. Ameen:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and thank you very much to the Permanent 

Secretary, and staff of the Ministry.  

Head 43:  Ministry of Works and Transport, $325,208,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will invite the Minister, together with the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, 

to make a statement. 

Hon. John:  Mr. Chairman, today I present the supplementary appropriation for the Ministry of 

Works and Infrastructure.  This Ministry is tasked with providing and maintaining the physical 

infrastructure and related services that are critical to the social and economic development of our 
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nation.  These services in encompass the construction, maintenance and upgrading of roads, bridges, 

and drainage structures, as well as, the delivery of maritime services, management of seaports and the 

implementation of coastal protection measures.  The proposed supplementation of the 2025 

appropriation for the areas under the Ministry of 

Works and Infrastructure remit amounts to—Out of the sum of $325,208,000, it amounts to 

$221,271,000.  Mr. Chairman, if I can be assistance to the Committee, please? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister of the Transport and Civil Aviation.   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Good day, Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee and greetings to the 

listening and viewing public.  Mr. Chairman, I agree with my colleagues, we are in this positon because 

of the under budgeting, mismanagement, and incompetence of the previous Administration.  They 

have literally crippled this economy.   

Mr. Chairman, the newly established Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation reflects the 

Government’s commitment to streamlining the national policy and to placing emphasis on the critical 

role of civil aviation in supporting and accelerating the economic diversification and national 

development.  The Ministry’s portfolio and responsibilities include the oversight, licensing, and 

regulation of motor vehicles and civil aviation; management of the national airports; traffic 

managements and the promotion of coordinated national transport planning, as well as, the 

maintenance and improvements of the public bus transportation system and the overall management 

of the Government’s fleet of vehicles.   

Under the appropriation exercise 2025, additional funding in the total sum of $103,937,000 is 

proposed as follows.  Item one, $45 million under Recurrent Expenditure for Sub-Item 39, Airports 

Authority of Trinidad and Tobago to settle the arrears resulting from the recently concluded wage 

negotiations between the authority, and the Estate Police Association, the recognized representative 

union of the authorities, security personnel establishment.  This will benefit 444 persons; 122 

ex-employees, and 322 current employees. 

Mr. Chairman:  I hate to this but the five minutes time limit is up.  

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Oh, for both?  

Mr. Chairman:  For both.   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Thank you.  

Question proposed:   Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport be supplemented by the sum of 

$325,208,000. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arima.  
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Mrs. Beckles:  Thank you kindly, Mr. Chairman.  Hon. Minister, as it relates to Sub-Head 002; Sub 

Item 09:  Rent/Lease - Vehicles & Equipment, can I ask if you can provide the breakdown of the 

Vehicles & Equipment that would be rented, and the rental fee for the use of each?  Thank you.   

Hon. John:  The supplemental of $1,908,000 is to be used to commence what we call phase two of 

nearly 15 projects.  This is for the critical programme of works in preparation of the 2025 and 2026 

rainy seasons.  These works are to be undertaken including the cleaning of underground drains, 

cleaning and desilting of covered and uncovered roadside drainage channels, et cetera.  Let me see.  

You asked for a breakdown.  

Mr. Young SC:  Sorry, Minister just before you go, I did not get the last part of that, did you say “in 

central”?  

Hon. John:  [Laughter]  

Mr. Young SC:  No, I honestly did not hear you. 

Hon. John:  Alright.  So I would not give you the Lal Beharry Trace [Inaudible]  

Mr. Young SC:  “What she said?” 

Hon. John:  I did not say that.  

Mr. Young SC:  You said to clean underground drains and?  

Hon. John:  I said the works are to be undertaken included, sorry, under the clearing of underground 

drains, clearing and desilting of covered and uncovered roadside drainage channels, culvert cylinders 

crossings—I did not say all of this—including the removal of vegetation and debris and the cleaning, 

clearing and the desilting and embankments works at select bridges along the Caroni River.  The 

projects are located along major routes:  The Churchill-Roosevelt Highway, Uriah Butler Highway, 

Solomon Hochoy Highway, Guaracara Tabaquite Road, Cedar Hill Road in Claxton Bay and San 

Fernando By-Pass Road.  

7.35 p.m.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you.  

Hon. John:  So, the honourable—you want the breakdown you said? 

Ms. Beckles:  You can—I mean, I am comfortable if you send it.  If it is long— 

Hon. John:  It is up to you, I have it.   

Ms. Beckles:  No, no, no, I know that you have it.  But what I am saying is to read that out right 

now.   

Hon. John:  All right, we will send it to you. 

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you kindly.  
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Hon. John:  Thank you, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot, if the Member for Arima is finished. 

Mr. Gonzales:  I thought she was finished.  Sorry about that. 

Ms. Beckles:  As it relates to Contracted Services, $14,100,000, can you provide a breakdown of the 

Contracted Services that will be incurred under this line Item? 

Hon. John:  Certainly.  To facilitate 82 projects.  The $14.1 million, which is part of the approved 

programme of critical works to be undertaken by the Ministry of Works and Infrastructure in 

preparation again for the rainy season.  Again, I have the projects listed from 1 to 62 as it were.  So, 

for example, project name, Construction of Line Roadside along Savannah Drive.  Description, 

construction of a line roadway, drain along Savannah Drive includes of trash rag.  The drain is 

approximately 200 meters long.  The location is in Trincity.  The cost inclusive of, maybe this is the 

budgeted cost, $1.3 million, timeline 60 days.  And it goes along like this.  Would you also want this 

to be sent through the Chairman? 

Ms. Beckles:  Yes, thank you, Minister.  Thank you very much.  Minister, can I also ask you, please, 

under Sub-Item 9:  Rent and Lease of Vehicles and Equipment, $49,409,000.  Can you also provide a 

breakdown of vehicles and equipment that will be rented and the rental fee for each use, please?  

Thank you. 

Hon. John:  That is also to support 172 small projects, okay.  I can give you an example for now.  

Location, upstream Wendy Fitzwilliam, Diego Martin Central where you will need a four-wheel 

backhoe with extended room, 300 hours dump truck, three to 10 tonnes, hydraulic crawlers, excavator.  

That is to treat with the Diego Martin River.  So you have a whole list of these items.   

Ms. Beckles:  Kindly, Minister, Chair, just one last question to hon. Minister.  Under Sub-Item 28:  

Other Contracted Services, $30 million.  Can I also ask kindly if you can provide a breakdown of the 

contract services that will be incurred under this line Item.  Thank you very much, hon. Minister. 

Hon. John:  Of course.  Let me just give you—project No. 1 that they have here, there are multiple 

projects of course.  Caura River, embankment works for 200 metres along Caura River, Tulsa Trace 

in Penal, to stop the over topping of the Caura River into the Black Water channel.  You have 

Moruga/Tableland rehabilitation works to a pump house and multiple projects.  You would also 

want— 

Ms. Beckles:  Thank you kindly, Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Arouca/Lopinot.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, Item 004, Sub-Item 39:  Airports 
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Authority of Trinidad and Tobago.  I am seeing a further supplementation of 45.  Item 004, Sub-Item 

39: Airports Authority of Trinidad and Tobago.  I am seeing a further supplementation of $45 million.   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Yes. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Can the hon. Minister say exactly what that $45 million is going to be utilized for? 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Yes.  This is to settle the wage negotiations for the years 2015 to 2020.   

Mr. Gonzales:  2015 to 2020?   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Yes.   

Mr. Gonzales:  How many employees?   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  As I mentioned in my opening statement, it is 444 persons, 122 

ex-employees and 322 current employees.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Do you have the category of employees that will benefit from this, the various 

categories? 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  No I do not have it with me.  But I could— 

Mr. Gonzales:  Provide it in writing? 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Yes, Sir.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Sure. 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Welcome, Sir.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Is it that the, hon. Minister, that the Airports Authority does not have the funding in 

order to pay that sum? 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  I am glad you brought that up— 

Mr. Gonzales:—internal financial resources.   

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  I am glad you brought that up.  If the previous administration did not write 

off $205 million that was owed by Caribbean Airlines we would have had the money.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  Mr. Chairman, my understanding is that the Airports Authority and Caribbean 

Airlines are two completely distinct organizations— 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Caribbean Airlines owed the Airports Authority money for— 

Mr. Chairman:  I think what the Minister was endeavouring to do is to give the answer in the context 

of why the money is needed.  So I think it is perfectly permissible.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Are you prepared to answer the question, whether or not the Airports Authority does 

have the capacity on its own to settle this outstanding debt, or you do not know?  

Mr. Tancoo:  Chairman, the Airports Authority required an additional funding to meet its obligations, 
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including to satisfy this outstanding.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Minister.  Once this sum is settled, can the Minister state 

whether or not the Airports Authority of Trinidad and Tobago on its own can meet its outstanding 

wage obligation to all of its employees? 

Mr. Tancoo:  That question respectfully does not arise.  This allocation here is to meet the obligation 

of the Airports Authority and the Ministry of Works for the next, up to the end of fiscal 2024.  Other 

issues going forward we cannot determine at this point in time.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you, hon. Minister.  Can the Minister indicate whether this $45million that 

would be paid to settle outstanding wage obligations to employees will represent a full settlement of 

the outstanding sum? 

Sen. The Hon. Zakour:  Yes, MP it does.   

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to.   

Head 43 supplemented by the sum of $325,208,000.   

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Minister of Works and Infrastructure.  Thank you to the Minister of 

Transport and your staff, both from all the entities.  Thank you very much. 

Head 61: Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, $25,000,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Housing and Urban Development to make a brief 

statement.  

Hon. Dr. Lee:  Thank you, Chair.  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and esteemed Members of the 

Standing Finance Committee.  It is an honour to appear before you today in my new capacity as 

Minister of Housing and Urban Development along with my, who are not present here, the other two 

Ministers that I have, Minister Roberts and Minister Alexander.  I am also thankful for the opportunity 

to engage with this distinguished Committee to discuss the mid-year budgetary allocations for the 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development for the 2024/2025 fiscal year.  I am certain that my 

colleague, the Minister of Finance, faced a challenging situation given that the majority of funds 

allocated to Ministries had already been spent or committed.   

All of us in this esteemed House recognize that access to safe, secure, decent and affordable 

housing is a fundamental human need.  Quality housing is not only essential for individual and family 

well-being but it also drives economic growth by generating employment and supporting a wide range 

of related industries.  Modern housing developments today incorporate energy efficient designs, smart 

technologies and warranty protection all of which contributes to a higher quality of life and stronger 
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communities.   

Under the leadership of the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minster, we are fully 

committed to increase the supply of homes, expanding access to home ownership and ensuring that 

these homes are built where they are most needed.  Our goal is to create not just housing but better 

housing, beautiful, sustainable and environmentally friendly homes and neighbourhoods that improve 

the everyday lives of our citizens.  We will continue to leverage every available tool, resource to ensure 

that affordable housing reaches those who need it most and that no one is left behind.  As we say, 

“When the UNC wins everybody wins”.  

Hon. Dr. Lee:  This Government is returning to the core mandate of the agencies that previously fell 

under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development. We are working to ensure that these agencies 

are strategically aligned and collaborating effectively to deliver results. 

As part of this realignment, Chairman, the Land Settlement Agency has been transferred to 

the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  However, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Development will continue to serve as the accounting officer for the projects 

under the LSA until the end of the current fiscal year. Budgetary allocations will be fully realigned by 

the Minister of Finance in the upcoming national budget to reflect this change.  This afternoon, Mr. 

Chairman we are requesting the Committee’s approval for an additional 25 million under recurrent 

expenditure. Although the agency is no longer under our Ministry, which is the Land Settlement 

Agency, this funding is necessary to fulfil an outstanding debt obligation related to the Housing and 

Village Improvement Programme, which is under the Ministry of Housing.   

Mr. Chairman, this Administration remains fully committed to expanding the national housing 

supply through the HDC.  It is important to know that all funds previously allocated with this agency 

were fully utilized by the former Government.   

We are fully aware of the mounting demand evidence by a housing database that now exceeds 

200,000 applications that are in demand. We recognize the urgent need to accelerate housing delivery.  

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I wish to reaffirm our Ministry’s unwavering commitment to 

transforming the housing landscape across Trinidad and Tobago.  Our goal is not only to build homes 

but to create secure futures and resilient communities.  And I am ready to take any questions. I thank 

you. 

Question proposed: That Head 61 be supplemented by the sum of $25,000,000.  

Mr. Chairman: Member for Arouca/Lopinot.  

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Item 004, Sub-Item 54: Land Settlement Agency.  
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Can the Honourable Minister indicate what are the outstanding commitments due, or that were 

incurred under the Land Settlement Agency that the $25million is intended to be utilized for? 

Hon. Dr. Lee:  Chairman, through you to the Minister—to my friend, Arouca /Lopinot. Are you 

asking—I am trying to get an understanding of your question.  

Mr. Gonzales:  How many projects?   

Hon. Dr. Lee:  How many were delivered so far?  

Mr. Gonzales:  How many projects?  

Hon. Dr. Lee:  How many—what was delivered so far under this line Item? 

Mr. Gonzales:  I know we would have delivered quite a lot and impacted so many lives across 

Trinidad and Tobago but—  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Gonzales:  As a matter of fact— 

Hon. Member: Question. 

Mr. Gonzales: Behave yourself.  

Hon. Dr. Lee:  Member, it is a repayment of the loan, principal.  So I just want to say that this facility 

was a bit strange, that it was given in March this year.  And your Government had structured a loan 

that a repayment had to be paid of 25million by September of this year, with no allocations made in—

so that is why we are now coming here to meet that commitment in this mid-year review.  So it is a 

badly structured loan from the beginning by your administration.   

Mr. Gonzales:  It is not a badly structured loan, hon. Member, but I do not want to respond to you 

but just to let you know that this a programme that touched the lives of so many people across this 

country.   

Mr. Chairman:  Is there a question, Member?  It is late in the evening. Is there a question somewhere 

lurking in the shadows of that?   

Mr. Gonzales:  Chair, I was just responding to the statement made.. 

Mr. Chairman:  Well, I am sorry, it is too late to permit the responses of that nature. Let us move 

on, unless you have a question. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Hon. Minister, the HVIP programme, can you inform this Committee whether it is 

going to be continued under the Ministry of Housing or is it going to be transferred to— 

Mr. Chairman:  Can I ask if that arises in this line Item? 

Mr. Gonzales:  Yes, Chair, because the $25 million is for the programme.  The HVIP programme, as 

indicated by the Minister.  So I am asking about the programme that the $25million is going to be 
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utilized for. The Minister just said that. 

Mr. Gonzales:  Thank you very much, Chair.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will permit the question if that is the case. 

Hon. Dr. Lee:  This HPIV programme has always been under the Ministry of Housing, it was just 

project managed by LSA. But it does not—your question really does not apply in this line Item, MP. 

But I will say much more in the mid-year review on Wednesday.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question and put agreed. 

Head 61 supplemented by the sum of $25,000,000.  

Mr. Chairman: Minister, you and your staff, thank you very much.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Head 75: Equal Opportunity Tribunal, $358,000.  

Mr. Chairman: I will now invite the Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General and the Minister 

of Justice to give some brief remarks. 

Hon. Maharaj:  Thank you, Mr Chairman.  The Equal Opportunity Tribunal is the  only specialist 

anti-discrimination court in the CARICOM region. It was established under the Equal Opportunity 

Act, Chap. 22:02. Its rule is to adjudicate complaints of discrimination in relation to employment, 

education, the provision of the goods and service, and the provision of the accommodation in 

significant areas, such as race, ethnicity, religion, sex, victimization and offensive behaviour.  

The Tribunal has broad judicial powers, including the ability to grant injunctions, award 

compensation and damages or dismiss cases and/or award cost where appropriate. The procedures 

for hearing and trials closely follow those of the High Court, ensuring a rigorous, transparent process. 

Decisions are enforceable in  the same manner of judgement of the High Court and there is a limited 

right to the 

Court of Appeal from these decisions.  Mr. Chairman, the Equal Opportunity Tribunal seeks a 

supplementation in the cost of its duties in the sum of $358,000. 

Question proposed: That Head 75 be supplemented by the sum of $358,000. 

7.55 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  Mr. Minister, thank you to you and your staff.  Thank you very much.  

Head 77:  Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, $ 9,610,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to make a brief 

statement.  
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Sen. The Hon. Ratiram:  Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker.  Thank you most kindly for giving me and 

my team the opportunity to justify the financial requirements for the Ministry of Agriculture, Land 

and Fisheries to continue its operations and meet financial obligations.  The Ministry continues to 

create an enabling environment to transform the agricultural sector into one that is modern, innovative 

and environmentally conscious; an institution driven by efficiency, productivity and service delivery.   

Considering the global and local impediments facing the agriculture sector at this time, and 

with the mandate to achieve food sovereignty and the challenge of food insecurity, we are signalling 

the importance of the agricultural sector so that we become a nation that feeds itself and generates 

foreign exchange, creates sustainable jobs in the sector, and protects our environment.  My team and 

myself stand ready to respond to any questions and I take this opportunity to say a special thank you 

to the hon. Prime Minister, for giving us this opportunity.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Question proposed:  That Head 77 be supplemented by the sum $9,610,000.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West.  

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Under Sub-Head 02, Item 002/01:  Travelling 

and Subsistence, $1 million.  Is any of that travelling with respect to incomings from South America? 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter]  

Mr. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, I do not think that question is relevant to this line Item and the answer 

is no.  

Sen. The Hon. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly. May I Chair?   

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, of course.  

Sen. The Hon. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly hon. Member for Port of Spain North/St Ann’s 

West.  I would like to share with you that this line Item is for travelling and subsistence for officers 

within the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and we do not host to any Delcy or anyone 

coming from South America as you would have done in the past. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Young SC:  Thank you very much, and Mr. Chairman, under Sub-Head 02/003 Animal 

Production and Health, Travelling and Subsistence, is that with respect to, under the health part, any 

palms coming in, double, triple, any type?   

Hon. Members:  [Laughter]  

Mr. Young SC:  That is a serious question.   
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Sen. The Hon. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly.  

Mr. Padarath:  Mr. Chairman, I do not think the former Prime Minister, for one day, has learned 

from his past lesson in this House.   

Mr. Chairman:  I am not going to permit that question and the reason for which should be plain and 

obvious.  Let us move on, please.  I am not permitting the question.  The reason for it is plain and 

obvious.  All I am prepared to say is the reason is plain and obvious.  In the absence of any other 

meaningful and helpful questions, can we put the question?  

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 77 supplemented by the sum of $9,610,000. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, thank you and your other Minister for being forthright and frank and for 

your assistants and your public servants.  Thank you all very much.  There being no other Heads to 

be supplemented, I will put the question as follows.   

Question put and agreed to.  

Appropriation for fiscal year 2025 is supplemented by the sum of $3,143,93,761. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, please note that the debate for the adoption of the Committee’s 

report will take place on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at 1.30 p.m.  This meeting of the Standing Finance 

Committee is now adjourned. 

8.03 p.m.: Standing Finance Committee adjourned. 



APPENDIX IV 

Schedule relating to the Supplementation of Estimates 2025 

 
SCHEDULES 

RELATING TO SUPPLEMENTATION OF ESTIMATES - 2025 

HEAD/SUB-HEAD/ITEM AND SUB-ITEM Provision in 

Estimates  

2025 including 

Direct 

Charges, 

Transfers & 

Virements 

Revised 

Provision                              

2025 

NET   

Increase Decrease Explanation 

    
 

$ $ $ $   

HEAD 01 PRESIDENT 21,408,900  22,408,900  1,000,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

17,260,900 18,260,900  1,000,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 17,182,500 18,182,500  1,000,000      

Sub-Item 12 Materials and Supplies 1,672,521 2,172,521 500,000     

Sub-Item 26 Expenses of President's 

Establishment 

4,317,410 4,817,410 500,000     

                

HEAD 02 AUDITOR GENERAL 33,531,500  38,513,500  4,982,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

26,326,000 28,926,000 2,600,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 25,069,000 27,669,000 2,600,000      

Sub-Item  01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

20,000,000 22,600,000 2,600,000  
  

  

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 
6,771,370 9,153,370 2,382,000    

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 6,207,770 8,589,770 2,382,000      
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Sub-Item  16 Contract Employment 1,000,000 1,382,000 382,000     

Sub-Item  23 Fees 135,000 2,135,000 2,000,000     

                

HEAD 03 JUDICIARY 697,708,860  747,708,860  50,000,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

359,040,620 409,040,620  50,000,000  
    

Item 001 Judiciary - Trinidad 336,704,350 386,704,350  50,000,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 150,000,000  185,000,000  35,000,000      

Sub-Item 23 Fees 18,000,000  28,000,000  10,000,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 43 Security Services 63,230,000  68,230,000  5,000,000  
 

  

                

HEAD 04 INDUSTRIAL COURT 42,438,900  43,209,900  771,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

18,012,900 18,783,900  771,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 18,012,900 18,783,900  771,000      

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment 1,178,400  1,365,400  187,000      

Sub-Item 28 Other Contracted 

Services 

1,000,000  1,450,000  450,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 43 Security Services 1,531,100  1,665,100  134,000  
 

  

    
 

  
 

  
 

  

HEAD 05 PARLIAMENT 149,107,640  177,095,640  27,988,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

26,509,700 41,257,700 14,748,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 21,012,500 35,634,500 14,622,000      

Sub-Item  01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

16,500,000 30,199,200 13,699,200     

Sub-Item  04 Allowances -  Monthly 

Paid Officers 

2,292,500 3,215,300 922,800     

Item 002 Office of the 

Ombudsman 

5,497,200 5,623,200 126,000  
    

Sub-Item  04 Allowances -  Monthly 

Paid Officers 

50,000 176,000 126,000  
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SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

106,879,440 119,119,440 12,240,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 101,800,000 114,040,000 12,240,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 32,100,000 34,100,000 2,000,000      

Sub-Item 21 Repairs and 

Maintenance-Buildings 

2,955,000 6,095,000 3,140,000     

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment 3,250,000 4,600,000 1,350,000     

Sub-Item  64 Operations of 

Constituency Offices 

37,000,000 42,000,000 5,000,000     

Sub-Item  66 Hosting of Conferences, 

Seminars and other 

Functions 

1,650,000 2,400,000 750,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 09 DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

9,000,000  10,000,000  1,000,000 
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 005 Multi - Sectoral and 

Other Services 

9,000,000 10,000,000 1,000,000 
    

Sub-Item 06 General Public Services 9,000,000 10,000,000 1,000,000     

Project Grp F Public Buildings 4,000,000 5,000,000 1,000,000    

Project No. 001 Refurbishment and Re-

tooling of Constituency 

Offices of the Members 

of the House of 

Representatives 

2,000,000 2,500,000 500,000 

   

Project No. 013 Restoration of the Red 

House - Technical Team  

2,000,000 2,500,000 500,000 
 

  

                

HEAD 06 SERVICE 

COMMISSIONS 

87,574,220  89,074,220  1,500,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

36,154,180 37,654,180  1,500,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 23,691,980 25,191,980  1,500,000      

Sub-Item 08 Rent/Lease Office 

Accommodation and 

Storage 

9,000,000  10,500,000  1,500,000      
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HEAD 07 STATUTORY 

AUTHORITIES 

SERVICE 

COMMISSION 

6,991,970  8,317,470  1,325,500      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

4,197,390 5,522,890  1,325,500  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 4,197,390 5,522,890  1,325,500      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

2,873,000 3,748,500 875,500     

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

44,600 494,600 450,000     

                

HEAD 09 TAX APPEAL BOARD 11,711,400  11,981,400  270,000      

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

320,000 590,000 270,000  

  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 007 Households 320,000 590,000 270,000      

Sub-Item 40 Gratuities to Contract 

Officers 

320,000 590,000 270,000     

                

HEAD 11 REGISTRATION, 

RECOGNITION AND 

CERTIFICATION 

BOARD 

4,194,000  4,831,300  637,300      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

2,977,000 3,614,300  637,300    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  001 General Administration  2,977,000 3,614,300  637,300      

Sub-Item  01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

2,350,000 2,920,000  570,000  
    

Sub-Item  05 Government's 

Contribution to N.I.S. 

170,000  179,000  9,000  
 

  

Sub-Item  06 Remuneration to Board 

Members  

432,000  488,300  56,300  
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Sub-Item  27 Government Contribution 

to Group Health 

Insurance - Monthly Paid 

Officers  

25,000  27,000  2,000  
 

  

    
 

      
 

  

HEAD 12 PUBLIC SERVICE 

APPEAL BOARD 

3,122,500  4,468,500  1,346,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

1,215,000 2,290,000  1,075,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 1,215,000 2,290,000  1,075,000      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance  

500,000  561,000  61,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 06 Remuneration to Board 

Members 

650,000  1,664,000  1,014,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

1,778,100 2,049,100  271,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 1,778,100 2,049,100  271,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment  206,000  319,000  113,000      

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment  255,000  413,000  158,000  
 

  

                

HEAD 13 OFFICE OF THE 

PRIME MINISTER 

823,796,200 952,200,080 128,403,880  
    

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

45,425,600 60,052,820  14,627,220  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 25,366,000 39,993,220 14,627,220      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

19,200,000 31,306,032 12,106,032    

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers  

4,100,000 6,621,188 2,521,188    

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

411,036,200 426,812,860 15,776,660  

  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 005 Non-Profit Institutions 55,970,000 59,040,000 3,070,000      
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Sub-Item 04 St. Mary's Children's 

Home  

12,000,000 15,070,000 3,070,000 
  

  

Item 007 Households  90,600,000 103,306,660 12,706,660      

Sub-Item 03 Children's Authority  85,000,000 97,706,660 12,706,660     

SUB-HEAD 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

135,000,000 233,000,000 98,000,000  

  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  004 Statutory Boards 135,000,000 233,000,000 98,000,000      

Sub-Item 53 National Library and 

Information System   

135,000,000 233,000,000 98,000,000 
  

  

                

HEAD 15 TOBAGO HOUSE OF 

ASSEMBLY 

2,580,775,600  2,613,515,740  32,740,140      

DIVISION 01 Assembly Legislature 23,500,000  26,964,912  3,464,912      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

4,277,000 7,741,912  3,464,912    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 4,277,000 7,741,912  3,464,912      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

3,500,000 6,415,957 2,915,957      

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

292,000 840,955 548,955  
 

  

DIVISION 02 OFFICE OF THE 

CHIEF SECRETARY 

164,000,000  167,896,899  3,896,899      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

15,665,500 19,562,399  3,896,899    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 6,568,000 10,464,899  3,896,899      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

4,500,000 7,971,246 3,471,246      

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

755,000 1,180,653 425,653  
 

  

DIVISION 03 FINANCE, TRADE 

AND THE ECONOMY 

142,000,000  144,191,138  2,191,138      
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SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

24,374,000 26,565,138  2,191,138    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 6,568,000 8,759,138  2,191,138      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

650,000 2,437,786 1,787,786  
 

  

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

200,000 603,352 403,352  
 

  

DIVISION 04 FOOD SECURITY, 

NATURAL 

RESOURCES, THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND 

SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

179,000,000  182,661,364  3,661,364      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

84,204,000 87,865,364  3,661,364    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 9,136,200 12,797,564  3,661,364      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

7,770,000 10,819,482 3,049,482  
 

  

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

200,000 811,882 611,882      

DIVISION 05 TOURISM, CULTURE, 

ANTIQUITIES AND 

TRANSPORTATION  

161,000,000  164,226,911  3,226,911      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

30,637,000 33,863,911  3,226,911    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 3,822,000 7,048,911  3,226,911      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

2,800,000 5,582,071 2,782,071  
 

  

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

410,000 854,840 444,840  
 

  

DIVISION 06 EDUCATION, 

RESEARCH AND 

TECHNOLOGY  

435,400,000  438,579,307  3,179,307      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

185,370,700 188,550,007  3,179,307    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 
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Item 001 General Administration 15,230,000 18,409,307  3,179,307      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

11,200,000 13,806,838 2,606,838  
 

  

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

400,000 972,469 572,469  
 

  

DIVISION 07 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT, 

YOUTH 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

SPORT  

112,000,000  115,225,194  3,225,194      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

40,273,900 43,499,094  3,225,194    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 2,041,300 5,266,494  3,225,194      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

700,000 3,449,296 2,749,296      

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

300,000 775,898 475,898  
 

  

DIVISION 08 INFRASTRUCTURE, 

QUARRIES AND 

URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT  

347,259,000  350,173,842  2,914,842      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

239,789,600 242,704,442  2,914,842    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 19,780,000 22,694,842  2,914,842      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

15,650,000 18,068,041 2,418,041      

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

290,000 786,801 496,801      

DIVISION 10 HEALTH, WELLNESS 

AND SOCIAL 

PROTECTION  

772,096,600  775,465,877  3,369,277      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

93,932,000 97,301,277  3,369,277    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 7,691,000 11,060,277  3,369,277      
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Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

3,000,000 5,891,180 2,891,180      

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

405,000 883,097 478,097  
 

  

DIVISION 11 SETTLEMENTS, 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

AND RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT  

39,500,000  43,110,296  3,610,296      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

4,459,920 8,070,216  3,610,296    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 2,859,200 6,469,496  3,610,296      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

1,961,880 5,035,450 3,073,570  
 

  

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

513,320 1,050,046 536,726  
 

  

    
 

  
 

  
 

  

HEAD 22 MINISTRY OF 

NATIONAL 

SECURITY 

3,394,555,000  3,408,455,000  13,900,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

435,882,072 449,782,072  13,900,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 130,497,000 136,697,000  6,200,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 25,200,000 31,400,000 6,200,000      

Item 004 Prison Service 61,830,483 65,530,483  3,700,000     

Sub-Item 40 Food at Institutions  19,800,000 23,500,000 3,700,000      

Item 005 Regiment 36,498,200 40,498,200  4,000,000      

Sub-Item 40 Food at Institutions  11,000,000 15,000,000 4,000,000     

HEAD 23 OFFICE OF THE 

ATTORNEY 

GENERAL AND 

MINISTRY OF 

LEGAL AFFAIRS 

469,194,300  558,686,521  89,492,221      
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SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

94,233,000 100,885,360  6,652,360  
    

Item 001 General Administration 68,195,000 74,021,060  5,826,060      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

41,500,000 45,904,690  4,404,690     

Sub-Item 04 Allowances- Monthly 

Paid Officers   

800,000 1,800,000  1,000,000     

Sub-Item 05 Government's 

Contribution to N.I.S. 

3,425,000 3,553,810  128,810     

Sub-Item 14 Remuneration to 

Members of Cabinet - 

Appointed Committees 

1,000,000 1,292,560  292,560  
   

Item 002 Law Reform 

Commission 

3,856,500 4,574,470  717,970  
    

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

200,000 895,970  695,970  
    

Sub-Item 06 Remuneration to Board 

Members  

140,000 162,000  22,000     

Item 009 Criminal Law 

Department  

18,225,000 18,333,330  108,330     

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

1,350,000 1,458,330  108,330  
    

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

269,184,900 352,024,761  82,839,861  
    

Item 001 General Administration 229,356,180 294,096,041  64,739,861      

Sub-Item 08 Rent/Lease - Office 

Accommodation  and 

Storage  

8,500,000  12,000,000  3,500,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment  60,000,000  61,300,000  1,300,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment  35,000,000  40,000,000  5,000,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 23 Fees 84,230,000  139,169,861  54,939,861  
 

  

Item 009 Criminal Law 

Department  

26,744,290 44,844,290  18,100,000  
    

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment  5,000,000 6,300,000  1,300,000      
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Sub-Item 23 Fees 4,250,000  21,050,000  16,800,000  
 

  

                

HEAD 26 MINISTRY OF 

EDUCATION 

5,542,586,000 5,997,692,000 455,106,000     

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

2,700,397,900 2,737,397,900 37,000,000     

 Item  005 Secondary Education 1,329,420,000 1,366,420,000 37,000,000     

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance  

1,222,000,000 

1,259,000,000 

37,000,000     

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

647,831,500 706,937,500 59,106,000     

 Item  001 

General  

Administration 
605,252,365 664,358,365 59,106,000 

    

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment  196,500,000 229,542,000 33,042,000     

Sub-Item 37 Janitorial Services 75,000,000 101,064,000 26,064,000 

 
  

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

1,819,243,100 2,019,243,100 200,000,000     

Item 006 Educational Institutions  1,158,442,100 1,338,442,100 180,000,000     

Sub-Item 35 Direct University 

Services - Current 

551,800,000 731,800,000 180,000,000     

Item 007 Households 102,868,081 122,868,081 20,000,000     

Sub-Item 42 School Supplies and 

Book Grant 

0 20,000,000 20,000,000     

SUB-HEAD 09 DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

268,340,000 427,340,000 159,000,000     

Item  005 

Multi-Sectoral And 

Other Services 70,450,000 229,450,000 159,000,000 

 
  

Sub-Item 06 General Public Services 70,450,000 229,450,000 159,000,000     

Project 

Group 

A Administrative Services 45,847,095 121,847,095 76,000,000 
 

  

Project No. 042 Acquisition and Delivery 

of Laptops and Tablets  

27,134,196 103,134,196 76,000,000 
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Project 

Group 

F Public Buildings 24,602,905 107,602,905 83,000,000 
 

  

Project No. 042 Emergency Repair 

/Refurbishment Works to 

Schools 

9,192,905 92,192,905 83,000,000 
 

  

                

HEAD 28 MINISTRY OF 

HEALTH 

6,704,963,000 7,433,502,920 728,539,920     

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

160,463,300 162,598,800 2,135,500   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  001 General Administration 30,331,100 32,466,600 2,135,500 
 

  

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

22,800,000 24,730,500 1,930,500     

Sub-Item 04  Allowances- Monthly 

Paid Officers 

1,425,000 1,630,000 205,000 
 

  

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

814,826,700 1,206,569,240 391,742,540   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  001 General Administration 167,175,800 205,216,920 38,041,120     

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 102,000,000 127,401,320 25,401,320 
 

  

Sub-Item 21 Repairs and Maintenance 

-Buildings 

1,803,875 11,803,875 10,000,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment 8,000,000 10,639,800 2,639,800 
 

  

 Item  004 Vertical Services 642,055,500 995,756,920 353,701,420     

Sub-Item 39 Drugs and Other Related 

Materials and Supplies 

625,000,000 978,701,420 353,701,420     

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

5,359,218,800 5,693,880,680 334,661,880   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 009 Other Transfers 4,840,624,900 5,175,286,780 334,661,880     

Sub-Item 01  Regional Health 

Authority 

235,000,000 249,480,000 14,480,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 02 North West Regional 

Health Authority 

1,054,312,600 1,130,764,790 76,452,190 
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Sub-Item 03 Eastern Regional Health 

Authority 

537,000,000 577,758,150 40,758,150 
 

  

Sub-Item 04 North Central Regional 

Health Authority 

1,330,700,000 1,477,669,340 146,969,340 
 

  

Sub-Item 05 South West Regional 

Health Authority 

1,241,400,000 1,297,402,200 56,002,200 
 

  

                

HEAD 30 MINISTRY OF 

LABOUR 

411,083,100 466,751,500 55,668,400     

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

24,610,400 28,467,100 3,856,700   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

 Item  001 General Administration 21,324,400 25,181,100 3,856,700     

Sub-item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

17,000,000 20,256,700 3,256,700     

Sub-item 04  Allowances- Monthly 

Paid Officers 

751,500 1,351,500 600,000 
 

  

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

341,798,200 393,609,900 51,811,700   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

 Item  004 Occupational Safety 

and Health Authority 

22,106,400 27,106,400 5,000,000     

Sub-item 16 Contract Employment 15,000,000 20,000,000 5,000,000     

 Item  005 On The Job Training 

Programme 

285,429,100 332,240,800 46,811,700     

Sub-item 17 Training 273,880,000 320,691,700 46,811,700     

    
 

  
 

  
 

  

HEAD 31 MINISTRY OF 

PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION 

615,495,390  941,306,390  325,811,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

20,624,200  22,079,200  1,455,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 10,388,300  11,843,300  1,455,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 01: Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

9,000,000  10,455,000  1,455,000  
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SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

123,311,590 397,667,590  274,356,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 005 Property and Real 

Estate Management 

Services Division 

63,586,200 337,942,200  274,356,000  

    

Sub-Item 08 Rent/Lease - Office 

Accommodation and 

Storage 

2,500,000  251,856,000  249,356,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 21 Repairs and Maintenance 

- Buildings 

33,159,800  58,159,800  25,000,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 09 DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME  

66,000,000  116,000,000  50,000,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 005 Multi-Sectoral and 

Other Services 

66,000,000  116,000,000  50,000,000      

Sub-Item 06 General Public Services 66,000,000  116,000,000  50,000,000      

Project Grp A Administrative Services 56,000,000  106,000,000  50,000,000  
 

  

Project No. 067 E-Human Resource 

Management in GORTT 

(e-HRM) 

43,500,000  93,500,000  50,000,000  
 

  

    
 

  
 

  
 

  

HEAD 37 INTEGRITY 

COMMISSION 

11,022,150  12,647,150  1,625,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

2,496,180 3,096,180 600,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 2,496,180 3,096,180 600,000      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

1,100,000 1,700,000 600,000     

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 
5,985,970 7,010,970 1,025,000    

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 5,985,970 7,010,970 1,025,000      

Sub-Item 22 Short-term Employment 3,000,000 3,500,000 500,000      

Sub-Item 28 Other Contracted 

Services 

400,000 775,000 375,000     
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Sub-Item 62 Promotions, Publicity and 

Printing 

58,000 158,000 100,000     

Sub-Item 66 Hosting of Conferences, 

Seminars and Other 

Functions  

12,000 62,000 50,000  
 

  

                

HEAD 39 MINISTRY OF 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

3,044,832,000 3,534,302,000 489,470,000     

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

1,282,626,000 1,292,096,000 9,470,000   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 009 Other Transfers 1,107,632,000 1,117,102,000 9,470,000     

Sub-Item 04 Trinidad and Tobago 

Postal Corporation 

(TTPost) 

69,000,000 78,470,000 9,470,000 
 

  

SUB-HEAD 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

1,250,209,000 1,730,209,000 480,000,000   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 004 Statutory Boards 1,250,209,000 1,730,209,000 480,000,000     

Sub-Item 51 Water and Sewerage 

Authority 

1,250,209,000 1,730,209,000 480,000,000 
 

  

                

HEAD 40 MINISTRY OF 

ENERGY AND 

ENERGY 

INDUSTRIES 

677,823,900 679,123,900 1,300,000     

SUB-HEAD 01: PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

       30,650,000  31,950,000      1,300,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  001: General Administration        30,650,000  31,950,000      1,300,000      

Sub-Item  01: Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

         

22,000,000  

23,300,000        1,300,000      
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HEAD 42 MINISTRY OF 

RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT 

2,626,297,700 2,748,411,700 122,114,000     

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

640,073,500 742,487,500 102,414,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Item 009 Other Transfers 466,000,000 526,547,000 60,547,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Sub-Item 04 Community Based 

Environmental Protection 

and Enhancement 

Programme (CEPEP) 

466,000,000 526,547,000 60,547,000     

Item 011 Transfers to State 

Enterprises 

169,797,500 211,664,500 41,867,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Sub-Item 09 RDC - National 

Reforestation and 

Watershed Rehabilitation 

Programme (N.R.W.R.P.) 

80,000,000 100,000,000 20,000,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Sub-Item 12 RDC- Interest on 

$200Mn. 5.2% Fixed 

Rate Loan 

0 5,200,000 5,200,000 
 

Supplementation of Appropriation 

Sub-Item 13 RDC -Principal Payment 

on $200Mn. 5.2% Fixed 

Rate Loan 

0 16,667,000 16,667,000 
 

Supplementation of Appropriation 

SUB-HEAD 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

1,520,988,200 1,540,688,200 19,700,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Item 005 Local Government 

Bodies 

1,520,988,200 1,540,688,200 19,700,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 

Sub-Item 37 Regional Corporation 

Services - General 

14,000,000 33,700,000 19,700,000   Supplementation of Appropriation 
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HEAD 43 MINISTRY OF 

WORKS AND 

TRANSPORT 

2,757,797,000 3,083,005,000 325,208,000     

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

440,951,486 536,368,486 95,417,000   Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 002 Highways 134,531,000 150,539,000 16,008,000     

Sub-Item 09 Rent/Lease - Vehicles 

and Equipment  

3,500,000 5,408,000 1,908,000     

Sub-Item 28 Other Contracted 

Services 

115,000,000 129,100,000 14,100,000 
 

  

Item 005 Drainage 140,150,000 219,559,000 79,409,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 09 Rent/Lease - Vehicles 

and Equipment 

50,000,000 99,409,000 49,409,000     

Sub-Item 28 Other Contracted 

Services 

74,000,000 104,000,000 30,000,000 
 

  

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

1,408,153,865 1,534,007,865 125,854,000   Supplementation of Appropriation. 

Item 011 Transfers to State 

Enterprises 

1,152,671,289 1,278,525,289 125,854,000     

Sub-Item 11 NIPDEC - Repayment of 

1.542Bn. Fixed Rate 

Bonds - PURE 

29,062,000 53,210,000 24,148,000     

Sub-Item 22 Principal on NIDCO 

US$61.5Mn loan for the 

purchase of two (2) 

Catamaran Ferries 

33,221,646 59,323,646 26,102,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 25 NIDCO - Road works 

$500Mn. -  Point Fortin 

Highway  

18,476,263 23,900,263 5,424,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 31  NIDCO - Operation and 

Maintenance of the 

A.P.T. James 

66,000,000 76,000,000 10,000,000 
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Sub-Item 32 NIDCO - Operation and 

Maintenance of the HSC 

Buccoo 

71,000,000 85,000,000 14,000,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 50 NIPDEC – Principal 

Payment on $682Mn 

3.75% Fixed Rate Loan  

213,183,498 227,335,498 14,152,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 53 NIDCO - Principal 

Payment on $250Mn. 

5.50% Fixed Rate Loan 

0 25,000,000 25,000,000 
 

  

Sub-Item 54 NIDCO - Interest 

Payment on $250Mn. 

5.50% Fixed Rate Loan 

0 7,028,000 7,028,000     

SUB-HEAD 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

329,225,000 374,225,000 45,000,000   Supplementation of Appropriation. 

Item 004 Statutory Boards 329,225,000 374,225,000 45,000,000     

Sub-Item 39 Airports Authority of 

Trinidad and Tobago  

51,478,000 96,478,000 45,000,000 
 

  

SUB-HEAD 09 DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

182,428,135 241,365,135 58,937,000   Supplementation of Appropriation. 

Item 003 Economic 

Infrastructure 

170,386,435 229,323,435 58,937,000     

Sub-Item 15 Transport and 

Communication 

147,886,435 206,823,435 58,937,000     

Project Grp B Bus Transport 44,793,135 103,730,135 58,937,000 
 

  

Project No. 100 Implementation of the 

Supply and Delivery of 

300 New Buses for the 

PTSC 

39,293,135 98,230,135 58,937,000 
 

  

                

HEAD 61 MINISTRY OF 

HOUSING AND 

853,842,000 878,842,000 25,000,000     
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URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

SUB-HEAD 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

36,171,000 61,171,000 25,000,000 
 

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 004 Statutory Boards 36,171,000 61,171,000 25,000,000     

Sub-Item  54 Land Settlement Agency 31,000,000 56,000,000 25,000,000 
 

  

                

HEAD 64 TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO POLICE 

SERVICE 

2,598,277,200  2,717,394,600  119,117,400      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

2,082,325,000  2,104,142,400  21,817,400    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 Police Service 2,082,325,000  2,104,142,400  21,817,400      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

1,215,000,000  1,236,817,400  21,817,400      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

378,205,200 448,505,200  70,300,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 Police Service 

(Trinidad) 

373,215,000 442,815,000  69,600,000  
    

Sub-Item 01 Travelling and 

Subsistence 

14,000,000 19,000,000  5,000,000  
    

Sub-Item 04 Electricity 15,000,000 20,000,000  5,000,000     

Sub-Item 05 Telephones 45,000,000 49,000,000  4,000,000     

Sub-Item 08 Rent/Lease - Office 

Accommodation and 

Storage 

18,500,000 22,500,000  4,000,000  
   

Sub-Item 09 Rent/Lease - Vehicles 

and Equipment 

18,000,000 21,000,000  3,000,000     

Sub-Item 13 Maintenance of Vehicles 19,050,000 22,050,000  3,000,000     

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 63,000,000 73,000,000  10,000,000     
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Sub-Item 17 Training 1,300,000 1,900,000  600,000     

Sub-Item 23 Fees 69,000,000 79,000,000  10,000,000     

Sub-Item 37 Janitorial Services 35,000,000 45,000,000  10,000,000     

Sub-Item 40 Food at Institutions 10,000,000 15,000,000  5,000,000     

Sub-Item 96 Fuel and Lubricants 10,000,000 20,000,000  10,000,000     

Item 002 Police Service (Tobago) 4,990,200 5,690,200  700,000     

Sub-Item 40 Food at Institutions 1,000,000 1,700,000  700,000     

SUB-HEAD 03 MINOR EQUIPMENT 

PURCHASES 

34,489,000 59,489,000 25,000,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 Police Service 

(Trinidad) 
33,339,000 58,339,000 25,000,000      

Sub-Item 04 Other Minor Equipment 9,500,000 34,500,000 25,000,000     

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

26,097,000 28,097,000 2,000,000  

  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 009 Other Transfers 7,000,000 9,000,000 2,000,000      

Sub-Item 02 Trinidad and Tobago 

Police Academy 

7,000,000 9,000,000 2,000,000 
  

  

                

HEAD 75 EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY 

TRIBUNAL 

6,395,320  6,753,320  358,000      

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

1,706,320 1,848,320  142,000  
    

Item 001 General Administration 1,706,320 1,848,320  142,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 564,800  706,800  142,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

0  216,000  216,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 007 Households 0  216,000  216,000      
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Sub-Item 40 Gratuities to Contract 

Officers 

0  216,000  216,000      

                

HEAD 77 MINISTRY OF 

AGRICULTURE, 

LAND AND 

FISHERIES  

725,570,800 735,180,800 9,610,000     

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

     113,102,000  115,102,000      2,000,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item  002 Agriculture        19,091,000  20,091,000      1,000,000      

Sub-Item 01 Travelling and 

Subsistence  

         

12,500,000  

13,500,000        1,000,000      

Item  003 Animal Production and 

Health 

         4,705,200  5,705,200      1,000,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 01 Travelling and 

Subsistence  

           

2,500,000  

3,500,000        1,000,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

     177,947,600  181,497,600      3,550,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 011 Transfers to State 

Enterprises 

     124,282,100  127,832,100      3,550,000      

Sub-Item  10 Palo Seco Agricultural 

Enterprises Limited 

(PSAEL) 

           

2,800,000  

6,350,000        3,550,000      

Sub-Head 06 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS TO 

STATUTORY 

BOARDS AND 

SIMILAR BODIES 

       46,413,000  50,473,000      4,060,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 004 Statutory Boards        46,413,000  50,473,000      4,060,000      

Sub-Item  09 National Agricultural 

Marketing and 

Development 

Corporation 

(NAMDEVCO) 

         

32,000,000  

36,060,000        4,060,000      
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HEAD 82 MINISTRY OF 

DIGITAL 

TRANSFORMATION  

251,797,500  382,497,500  130,700,000      

SUB-HEAD 01 PERSONNEL 

EXPENDITURE 

4,623,000 6,623,000  2,000,000  
  

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 4,623,000 6,623,000  2,000,000      

Sub-Item 01 Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance 

3,800,000 5,500,000  1,700,000  
    

Sub-Item 04 Allowances - Monthly 

Paid Officers 

580,000  880,000  300,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 02 GOODS AND 

SERVICES 

165,602,636  267,302,636  101,700,000    Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 001 General Administration 17,319,636  21,819,636  4,500,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 10,000,000  14,500,000  4,500,000  
 

  

Item 002 National Information 

and Communication 

Technology 

141,615,000  238,815,000  97,200,000      

Sub-Item 16 Contract Employment 5,600,000  7,800,000  2,200,000      

Sub-Item 23 Fees 53,000,000  98,000,000  45,000,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 28 Other Contracted 

Services 

77,000,000  127,000,000  50,000,000  
 

  

SUB-HEAD 04 CURRENT 

TRANSFERS AND 

SUBSIDIES 

33,493,864  50,493,864  17,000,000  
 

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 009 Other Transfers 7,343,000  13,693,000  6,350,000      

Sub-Item 01 TT Connect Service 

Centres 

7,343,000  13,693,000  6,350,000      

Item 011 Transfers to State 

Enterprises 

23,535,800  34,185,800  10,650,000  
 

  

Sub-Item 01 National Information and 

Communication 

Technology 

23,535,800  34,185,800  10,650,000      
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SUB-HEAD 09 DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME 

53,500,000  63,500,000  10,000,000  
 

Supplementation of 

Appropriation. 

Item 005 Multi-Sectoral and 

Other Services 

43,500,000  53,500,000  10,000,000      

Sub-Item 06 General Public Services 43,500,000  53,500,000  10,000,000      

Project 

Group 

A Administrative Services 42,500,000  52,500,000  10,000,000      

Project No. 001 Implementation of the 

Digital Society 

Programme 

16,750,000  26,750,000  10,000,000      
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NOTE FOR STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE 

ITEM NO. 1                                          F.C. (2025)                                     F: BUD: 4/4/8 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2025 

Standing Finance Committee is being asked to consider the under-mentioned proposals: 

 

Provision of Supplementary Funds in the sum of Three Thousand, One Hundred and Forty 

Three Million, Nine Hundred and Eighty Three Thousand, Seven Hundred and Sixty One 

Dollars ($3,143,983,761) to fund urgent and critical Recurrent and Capital Expenditure to September 

30, 2025, in areas where insufficient or no allocation was provided. 

 

2. Standing Finance Committee is asked to note that as a result of the review of the Recurrent 

Expenditure and the Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) which was conducted by the 

Ministry of Finance it is necessary to return to Parliament to seek approval for a supplementation of 

the Appropriation (Financial Year 2025) Act, 2024 for twenty eight (28) Heads of Expenditure totaling 

$3,143,983,761. 

 

3. Further, the Standing Finance Committee is now being asked to approve the additional sum 

amounting to $3,143,983,761 which will be sourced from the Consolidated Fund and is required to 

meet expenditure under the following sub-heads:-  

(i) Personnel Expenditure - $111,829,980 

(ii)  Goods and Services - $1,212,504,101 

(iii) Minor Equipment Purchases - $25,000,000 

(iv)       Current Transfers and Subsidies - $811,212,540 

(v) Current Transfers to Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies - $704,500,140 

(vi) Development Programme - $278,937,000 

 

4. Details of the total proposed Supplementation by Heads of Expenditure are given in the Table 

below: 
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Supplementation by Heads of Expenditure – 2025 

Heads of Expenditure  

 

Amount   

$ 

01 President     1,000,000 

02 Auditor General     4,982,000 

03 Judiciary   50,000,000 

04 Industrial Court        771,000 

05 Parliament   27,988,000 

06 Service Commissions     1,500,000 

07 Statutory Authorities Service Commission     1,325,500 

09 Tax Appeal Board        270,000 

11 Registration, Recognition and Certification Board       637,300 

12 Public Service Appeal Board      1,346,000 

13 Office of the Prime Minister    128,403,880 

15 Tobago House of Assembly      32,740,140 

22 Ministry of National Security      13,900,000 

23 Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs    89,492,221 

26 Ministry of Education 455,106,000 

28 Ministry of Health 728,539,920    

30 Ministry of Labour 55,668,400 

31 Ministry of Public Administration 325,811,000    

37 Integrity Commission      1,625,000 

39 Ministry of Public Utilities 489,470,000 

40 Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries      1,300,000 

42 Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government 122,114,000 

43 Ministry of Works and Transport 325,208,000 

61 Ministry of Housing and Urban Development 25,000,000 

64 Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 119,117,400 

75 Equal Opportunity Tribunal 358,000 

77 Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries     9,610,000 

82 Ministry of Digital Transformation 130,700,000 

TOTAL 3,143,983,761 
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5. Explanations for the areas for the proposed supplementary funding are as follows: 

 

HEAD 01 - PRESIDENT  

Recurrent Expenditure - $1,000,000  

02/001/12 – Materials and Supplies - $500,000 

To meet the proposed cost of materials and supplies required by the Office to the end of fiscal 2025. 

It should be noted that funds were not initially allocated for changing the Coat of Arms on the 

President’s standards, pennants and licence plates as well as for the purchase of the newly crafted 

Public Service medals (Gold, Silver and Bronze) which bear the Coat of Arms for the National 

Awards. As a consequence of the foregoing the budgetary allocation was depleted. 

 

02/001/26 – Expenses of President’s Establishment - $500,000 

To provide for the cost of operational expenses. 

 

HEAD 02 – AUDITOR GENERAL  

Recurrent Expenditure - $4,982,000 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $2,600,000 

To meet the anticipated cost of implementing the revised salaries to holders of public offices under 

the Salaries Review Commission as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission for 

Revised Remuneration Agreement and the Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of December 23, 2024. 

The requested sum is based on the finalized audited worksheets which include former employees. 

 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $382,000 

To enable the payment of salaries and allowances to Officers to the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

02/001/23 – Fees - $2,000,000 

To meet the cost of reimbursement stemming from a judgement in favour of the Auditor General as 

per the Privy Council Appeal No. 0057 of 2024 - Auditor General vs Minister of Finance. 

 

HEAD 03 – JUDICIARY  

Recurrent Expenditure – $50,000,000 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $35,000,000 

To provide for the shortfall in allocation under Contract Employment. Note that the hiring trend data 

and comparative analysis support the request for supplementary funding. 



 

167 

 

02/001/23 – Fees - $10,000,000 

To enable the cost of payments owed to Funeral Agencies and Pathologists and to compensate Jurors 

for their services. 

 

02/001/43 – Security Services - $5,000,000 

To meet the cost of payment to security firms providing essential protection services to the officers 

of the Judicial Arm.       

 

HEAD 04 – INDUSTRIAL COURT 

Recurrent Expenditure – $771,000 

02/001/22 – Short-term Employment - $187,000 

To provide for the cost of short-term employment to the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

02/001/28 – Other Contracted Services - $450,000 

To meet the cost of expenditure for salaries awarded to Verbatim Reporters and for contracted 

services to the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

02/001/43 – Security Services - $134,000 

To meet the cost of expenditure for contractual security obligations to the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

HEAD 05 – PARLIAMENT 

Recurrent Expenditure – $26,988,000 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $13,699,200 

To honour the payment of arrears of Salaries as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review 

Commission, as well as for increased monthly payments. The arrears of salaries have been audited and 

are scheduled for payment. The arrears of salaries are due to: Members of Parliament, Senators, 

Speaker of the House, Deputy Speaker, Leader of the Opposition, President of the Senate, Vice 

President of the Senate, Clerk of the House, Clerk of the Senate, Ombudsman, Executive Officer to 

the Ombudsman, Head of Legal Division and State Counsel I. 

 

01/001/04 – Allowances Monthly Paid Officers - $922,800 

01/002/04 – Allowances Monthly Paid Officers - $126,000 

To provide for the payment of arrears of allowances to officers attached to General Administration 

and to the Office of the Ombudsman as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission. 
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02/001/16 – Contract Employment- $2,000,000 

02/001/22 – Short-term Employment - $1,350,000 

To facilitate the payment of salaries and allowances to Contract Officers for the remainder of fiscal 

2025. 

 

02/001/21 – Repairs and Maintenance – Buildings -$3,140,000 

To provide for the cost of expenditure which addressed the refurbishment of works to Cabildo 

Building and the Red House. 

 

02/001/64 – Operations of Constituency Offices - $5,000,000 

To allow for the payment of severance benefits to the staff of constituency offices, who were either 

re-assigned, replaced, or made redundant, as a consequence of the dissolution of Parliament and the 

concomitant change of Administration. 

 

02/001/66 – Hosting of Conference, Seminars and Other Functions - $750,000 

To meet the cost incurred for the opening function of Parliament. 

 

HEAD 06 – SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

Recurrent Expenditure – $1,500,000 

02/001/08 – Rent/Lease – Office Accommodation and Storage - $1,500,000 

 To meet the shortfall in the allocation for the payment of rent for the months of August and 

September 2025. The shortfall is attributed to the part payment in fiscal 2025, of arrears of rental fees 

which was payable in fiscal 2024. 

 

HEAD 07 – STATUTORY AUTHORITIES SERVICE COMMISSION  

Recurrent Expenditure - $1,325,500  

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $875,500 

01/001/04 – Allowances – Monthly Paid Officers - $450,000 

To meet the payment of arrears of Salaries and Allowances and adjusted salaries to holders of public 

offices under the Salaries Review Commission, in accordance with the 120th Report of the Salaries 

Review Commission and issued through the Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of December 23, 

2024. 

 

 



 

169 

 

HEAD 09 – TAX APPEAL BOARD 

Recurrent Expenditure – $270,000 

04/007/40 – Gratuities to Contract Officers - $270,000 

To meet payment of Contract Gratuity to four (4) officers. It is instructive that worksheets have been 

audited and are finalized for payment. 

 

HEAD 11 – REGISTRATION, RECOGNITION AND CERTIFICATION BOARD 

Recurrent Expenditure – $637,300 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance – $570,000 

To facilitate the payment of arrears of salaries to the Chairman of the Board as per the 120th Report 

of the Salaries Review Commission ($486,000) and salaries to three (3) Examiner Is for the period July 

to September 2025 ($84,000). 

 

01/001/05 – Government’s Contribution to NIS - $9,000 

To meet the cost of N.I.S. contributions arising from the appointment of three (3) Examiner Is and 

one (1) Clerk I with effect from April, 2025. 

 

01/001/06 – Remuneration to Board Members - $56,300 

To provide for remunerations to Board Members as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review 

Commission. 

 

01/001/27 – Government’s Contribution to Group Health Insurance – Monthly Paid Officers  

- $ 2,000 

To meet the cost of Government’s Contributions to Group Health Insurance for three (3) Examiner 

Is, who were appointed with effect from April, 2025. 

 

HEAD 12 – PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL BOARD 

Recurrent Expenditure – $1,346,000 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance – $61,000 

To meet unanticipated expenditure which arose from the payment of previous years' arrears of acting 

allowances to three (3) officers who acted at the Public Service Appeal Board (PSAB) during the years 

2020 to 2024 and who are no longer assigned to the PSAB. 
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01/001/06 – Remuneration to Board Members – $1,014,000 

To provide for the payment of arrears due to Board Members stemming from the 120th Report of the 

Salaries Review Commission and supported by the Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of 2024, as 

well as to supplement the shortfall in allocation due to the implementation of new salary rates with 

effect from February, 2025. 

 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment – $113,000 

02/001/22 – Short-Term Employment – $158,000 

To meet expenditure to be incurred to the end of fiscal 2025 for Contract Employment and Short-

Term Employment. 

 

HEAD 13 – OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

Recurrent Expenditure – $128,403,880 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance – $12,106,032 

01/001/04 – Allowances – Monthly Paid Officers - $2,521,188 

To meet the payment of Salaries and Allowances based on the revision undertaken by the Salaries 

Review Commission via its 120th Report. 

 

04/005/04 – St. Mary’s Children’s Home – $3,070,000 

04/007/03 – Children’s Authority – $12,706,660 

To meet the cost of operational and administrative expenses to be incurred under the following 

since insufficient provision was initially awarded: 

a) St. Mary’s Children’s Home ($3,070,000) for the months of July-September 2025; and  

b) Children’s Authority of Trinidad and Tobago ($12,706,660) for the months of August-September 

2025. 

 

06/004/53 – National Library and Information System - $98,000,000 

To meet the cost of the increase in salaries to the following: 

a) to holders of public office as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission 

(SRC); and  

b) to members of staff at NALIS as per the dictates of the Chief Personnel Officer via letter 

PD (ILR) 22/3/4 Vol. VII dated July 31, 2024 ($60,270,553).   
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To provide for the cost of the increase in Government’s Contribution to NIS on behalf of the staff 

at NALIS resulting from the salary increases as at (b) above ($2,470,689). 

To provide for the payment of Government's Contribution to Group Health Insurance on behalf of 

monthly paid officers to the end of fiscal 2025 ($367,596). 

 

Further, additional increases are needed under the sub-items listed hereunder to provide payments to 

eligible members of staff of NALIS in accordance with the instructions of the Chief Personnel Officer 

via letter PD(ILR)22/3/4 Vol. VII dated July 31, 2024: 

 

Allowances Monthly Paid Officers – ($2,189,600) 

Travelling and Subsistence – ($11,952,000) 

Contract Employment – ($8,997,760) 

Gratuity to Contract Officers – ($1,716,695) 

Pension Contribution – ($10,035,107) 

 

HEAD 15 – TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Recurrent Expenditure – $32,740,140  

06/001/06 – Tobago House of Assembly - $32,740,140 

To meet expenditure in accordance with the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission (SRC), 

supported by the Minister of Finance Circular No.11 of 2024 of 23/12/2024 for remuneration to 

holders of Public Offices within the purview of the Salaries Review Commission. 

 

HEAD 22 – MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY 

Recurrent Expenditure - $13,900,000 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $6,200,000 

To meet the shortfall in allocation under Contract Employment for the period July to September, 

2025. 

 

02/004/40 – Food at Institutions - $3,700,000 

To meet the added cost of purchasing food for individuals detained during the State of Emergency. 

 

02/005/40 – Food at Institutions - $4,000,000 

To meet the cost of bills on hand for the acquisition of food, as well as the added cost of providing 

meals to officers who were on ‘call out’ duty during the duration of the State of Emergency. 
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HEAD 23 – OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MINISTRY OF LEGAL 

AFFAIRS  

Recurrent Expenditure – $89,492,221 

To meet the anticipated cost of the arrears of salaries, allowances, contributions and remunerations 

under the following Departments, in accordance with the 120th Report of the Salaries Review 

Commission (SRC): 

01/001/01 - General Administration - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $4,404,690 

01/002/01 - Law Reform Commission - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $695,970 

01/009/01 - Criminal Law Department - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $108,330 

01/001/04 - General Administration - Allowances – Monthly Paid Officers - $1,000,000 

01/001/05 - General Administration - Government's Contributions to N.I.S. - $128,810 

01/002/06 - Law Reform Commission - Remuneration to Board Members - $22,000 

01/001/14 - General Administration - Remuneration to Members of Cabinet Appointed Committees 

- $292,560 

 

02/001/08 – Rent/Lease - Office Accommodation and Storage - $3,500,000 

To enable the payment of bills brought forward from fiscal 2024 and rental of space at Gulf City 

Complex, with effect from May 2025. 

 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $1,300,000 

To meet the cost of recruiting 64 Contract Officers in the Companies and Land Registries of the 

Registrar General's Department, for the period May to September, 2025, in order to meet the 

requirements of the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes. 

 

02/001/22 – Short-Term Employment - $5,000,000 

To provide for the payment of salaries under the sub-item Short-Term Employment for the months 

of August and September, 2025. 

 

02/001/23 – Fees - $54,939,861 

02/009/23 – Fees - $16,800,000 

To meet the payment of legal fees totalling $71,739,861 to local and foreign attorneys under General 

Administration and the Criminal Law Department. 
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02/009/16 – Contract Employment - $1,300,000 

To provide for the payment of salaries for the months of August and September, 2025, to contract 

officers. 

 

HEAD 26: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  

Recurrent Expenditure - $296,106,000 

01/005/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $37,000,000 

To facilitate the payment of salaries, arrears of increment, upgrades and acting allowance to Secondary 

School Teachers up to September 30, 2025. 

 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $33,042,000 

To enable the payment of salaries and arrears to ECCE Teachers and Teaching Assistants for the 

months of August and September, 2025. 

 

02/001/37 – Janitorial Services - $26,064,000 

To meet the mandatory payment of salaries up to September 30, 2025 under Janitorial Services. 

 

04/007/42 – School Supplies and Book Grants - $20,000,000 

To provide for the cost of acquiring school supplies and awarding book grants to needy students of 

primary and secondary schools. 

 

04/006/35 – Direct University Services - Current - $180,000,000 

a) To meet the payment of arrears of salaries and allowances due to the academic, senior 

administrative and professional staff of the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine 

Campus, for the period 1/1/14 to 31/7/20. The Collective Agreement between the University 

of the West Indies and the bargaining body / The West Indies Group of University Teachers, 

lend support to the requisite supplementary funding ($178,500,000); and 

 

b) To meet the payment of arrears of salaries due to Estate Police Officers within the domain of 

the University of the West Indies for the period 1/8/14 to 31/7/20. The requisite sum is 

based on the revised Collective Agreement between the University of the West Indies and the 

Estate Police Association ($1,500,000). 
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HEAD 28: MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

Recurrent Expenditure - $728,539,920  

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,930,500 

01/001/04 – Allowances – Monthly Paid Officers - $205,000 

To facilitate payment of arrears of salaries and allowances to public officers under the Salaries Review 

Commission as stated in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission and supported by the 

Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of 2024 dated 23/12/2024 and Comptroller of Accounts Circular 

No. 02 of 2025 dated 24/01/2025. 

 

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $25,401,320 

To meet the payment of salaries and extra duty allowances for the balance of fiscal 2025. The shortfall 

in funding is due to the hiring of Two Hundred and Forty-Seven (247) Medical Interns with effect 

from October 21st, 2024 for a period of one (1) year as well as the recruitment of an additional seventy-

five (75) Medical Interns for the period 01/04/2025 - 31/03/2026. 

 

02/001/21 – Repairs and Maintenance - Buildings - $10,000,000 

To liquidate bills on hand for the period February 2019 to September 2022, arising from the repairs 

and maintenance of the Couva Hospital and Multi-Training Facility.  

 

02/001/22 – Short-Term Employment - $2,639,800 

To provide for the payment of salaries to Contract Officers retained under short-term employment 

for the period May-September, 2025. The cadre of contract officers is as follows: Senior Pharmacist, 

Quality Officer, Food and Drug Officer and Legal Officer. 

 

02/004/39 – Drugs and Other Related Materials and Supplies - $353,701,420 

To facilitate payments to NIPDEC for current year and previous year’s (2024), outstanding invoices 

for pharmaceutical and non-pharmaceutical items. 

 

04/009/01 – Regional Health Authority - $14,480,000 

To provide for the award of reimbursements of $12,260,717 to Urban Development Corporation of 

Trinidad and Tobago Limited (UDeCOTT) for expenses arising from the maintenance of the Couva 

Hospital and Multi-Training Facility for the period October 2022 to June 2024. An additional sum of 

$2,219,283 is also needed to pay UDeCOTT management and supervision fees for works conducted 

at the Facility.  
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04/009/02 – North West Regional Health Authority- $76,452,190 

To facilitate part payment of outstanding trade payables in the sum of $72,978,526 and to meet the 

cost to be incurred from the expansion of services at three (3)  Local Health Centres for the period  

June to September 2025 ($3,473,664). 

 

04/009/03 – Eastern Regional Health Authority - $40,758,150 

i) To meet payments of outstanding trade payables of $15,934,486; 

 

ii) To supplement the allocation so as to meet the cost of operational expenses i.e. utilities, rent, 

janitorial and security services, for the period May to September 2025 -  ($21,350,000); and 

 
iii) To meet the cost to be incurred from the expansion of services at three (3) Local Health 

Centres for the period June to September 2025 ($3,473,664). 

 

 04/009/04 – North Central Regional Health Authority - $146,969,340 

To facilitate part payment of outstanding trade payables of $143,495,676 and to meet the anticipated 

cost resulting from the expansion of services at three (3) Local Health Centres for the period June to 

September 2025 ($3,473,664). 

 

04/009/05 – South West Regional Health Authority - $56,002,200 

To facilitate part payment of outstanding trade payables in the sum of $52,528,536 and to meet the 

cost of expanded services at three (3) Local Health Centres for the period June to September 2025 

($3,473,664). 

 

HEAD 30: MINISTRY OF LABOUR  

Recurrent Expenditure - $55,668,400 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance – Monthly Paid Officers - $3,256,700 

01/001/04 – Allowances – Monthly Paid Officers - $600,000 

To facilitate payment of the increase in salaries as well as the arrears of salaries and allowances to 

officers under the Salaries Review Commission as stated in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review 

Commission and supported by the Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of 2024 dated 23/12/2024 

and the Comptroller of Accounts Circular No. 02 of 2025 dated 24.01.2025. 
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02/004/16 – Contract Employment - $5,000,000 

To meet the expenditure to be incurred for the recruitment of contract officers with effect from 

August 2025, namely Senior Health and Safety Inspectors, Safety and Health Inspectors II, Technical 

Assistants, IT Project Managers and a Research and Development Planning Manager required to 

enhance the Ministry’s human resource capacity. 

 

02/005/17 – Training - $46,811,700 

To meet the cost relating to the increase in the intake of trainees, from 4,900 in fiscal 2024, to 6,000 

in fiscal 2025. 

 

HEAD 31 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  

Recurrent Expenditure - $275,811,000 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,455,000 

To provide for the payment of arrears of salaries as well as increases in monthly salaries owed to 

persons as per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission. 

 

02/005/08 – Rent/Lease – Office Accommodation and Storage - $249,356,000 

To meet the cost of rental fees under the Sub-Lease Agreement for the Port of Spain Waterfront 

Development Company Limited (POSWDL) as security for raising a Bond on the international 

market. 

 

02/005/21 – Repairs and Maintenance – Buildings - $25,000,000 

To provide for reimbursable expenses payable to UDeCOTT as follows:                                                                                          

- Maintenance Agreements for Towers C and D and the Common Area ($20,000,000); and 

- Reconfiguration and Outfitting Levels 12, 14, 16 of Tower D, International Waterfront Centre (IWC) 

for the Tribunal Centre - $5,000,000. 

 

HEAD 37 – INTEGRITY COMMISSION 

Recurrent Expenditure - $1,625,000 

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $600,000 

To provide for the payment of salaries to public officers under the Salaries Review Commission as 

per the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission and to provide for the increased monthly 

payments for the remaining fiscal year. 
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02/001/22 - Short Term Employment - $500,000 

To meet the shortfall in allocation under Short-Term Employment. 

 

02/001/28 – Other Contracted Services - $375,000 

To provide for the payment of fees for services rendered under monthly contracts and to liquidate 

the arrears due to Fujitsu Caribbean (Trinidad) Ltd for services provided for the period February and 

March 2025. 

 

02/001/62 – Promotions, Publicity and Printing - $100,000 

To meet the cost incurred for the printing of the annual report for Parliament. 

 

02/001/66 – Hosting of Conferences, Seminars and Other Functions - $50,000 

To provide for the anticipated cost of hosting the scheduled “Anti-Corruption Day Seminar.” 

 

HEAD 39 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Recurrent Expenditure - $489,470,000 

04/009/04 – Trinidad and Tobago Postal Corporation (TTPost) - $9,470,000 

To supplement the allocation of the TTPost to enable the payment of salaries and other 

remunerations. It should be noted that the following accounted for the depletion of the initial 

budgetary allocation: 

- Settlement of three (3) Industrial Relations disputes; 

- Payment of Corporation Tax and Green Fund Liabilities (2012); and 

- Payment of Value Added Tax Liabilities (2014 - 2020). 

 

06/004/51 – Water and Sewerage Authority - 480,000,000 

To cover the shortfall in subvention under Personnel Expenditure, Travelling, and Contract 

Employment to the end of fiscal 2025 as follows: 

Salaries and COLA                                 $   87,000,000 

Wages and COLA                                   $   97,500,000 

Overtime-Daily Rated Workers              $   12,600,000 

Overtime-Monthly Paid Officers            $   12,000,000 

Government's Contribution to NIS           $   24,000,000 

Allowances - Daily Rated Workers         $     8,000,000 

Other Mandatory Salary Related  
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Expenditure                                              $    5,100,000 

Total Personnel Expenditure                $246,200,000 

Travelling and Subsistence                      $    6,000,000 

Contract Employment                       $227,800,000 

Total Goods & Services                   $233,800,000 

 

GRAND TOTAL                                $480,000,000 

 

HEAD 40 - MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND ENERGY INDUSTRIES 

Recurrent Expenditure – $1,300,000  

01/001/01 – Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,300,000 

To meet the payment of arrears of salaries and allowances to officers under the purview of the Salaries 

Review Commission as authorised in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission and 

supported in the Minister of Finance Circular No. 11 of 2024 dated 23/12/24 and Comptroller of 

Accounts Circular No. 02 of 2025 dated 24/1/25. 

 

HEAD 42: MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

Recurrent Expenditure - $122,114,000  

The sum is required as disaggregated under the following programmes: 

 

04/009/04 – Community Based Environmental Protection and Enhancement Programme –(CEPEP) 

- $60,547,000 

To meet the cost of increased wages and for the payment of Contractor's Management fees to 

September 30, 2025. Further, to meet the cost of wages to twelve (12) additional contractors and their 

respective teams hired for the period April to September 2025. 

 

04/011/09 - RDC - National Reforestation and Watershed Rehabilitation Programme (N.R.W.R.P.) 

-$20,000,000 

To meet salaries and to provide for the increase in the minimum wage to September 30, 2025 inclusive 

of an early payment in the month of October 2025.  

 

04/011/12 – R.D.C. $200Mn Interest on 5.2% Fixed Rate Loan – $5,200,000 

04/011/13 – R.D.C. Principal Payment on $200Mn 5.2% Fixed Rate Loan - $16,667,000 
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To provide for the Principal ($16.667Mn.) and Interest repayment ($5.2Mn.) arising from the RDC's 

TT$200Mn 5.20% Fixed Rate Loan due 2031, ($21,867,000). 

 

06/005/37 – Regional Corporation Services – General - $19,700,000 

To meet arrears of salaries owed to public officers and Council Members arising from the revised 

terms and conditions enunciated in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission (SRC).  

 

HEAD: 43 – MINISTRY OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT 

Recurrent Expenditure - $266,271,000 

To meet the cost of expenses to be incurred under the following                                                                                                                                                            

02/002/09 – Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $1,908,000 

02/002/28 – Other Contracted Services - $14,100,000 

02/005/09 – Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $49,409,000 

02/005/28 – Other Contracted Services - $30,000,000 

 

To allow for the payment of expenditure related to the continued operations of the below-mentioned, 

for the balance of the fiscal year: 

04/011/31 - NIDCO - Operation and Maintenance of the A.P.T. James - $10,000,000. 

04/011/32 - NIDCO - Operation and Maintenance of the HSC Buccoo - $14,000,000. 

     

04/011/11 - NIPDEC-Repayment of 1.542Bn.Fixed Rate Bonds-PURE - $24,148,000  

To meet debt servicing Interest payments which are due and payable on September 2 and 19, 2025 

respectively. Note that the allocation from this sub item was transferred to 09/003/15/A/025 

“Systems, Furniture, Equipment and other Items necessary to operate the New Terminal – ANRRIA”  

to facilitate: a) the procurement of the ICT Systems; b) installation of a Service Lift; c) the purchase 

of furniture, office equipment, accessories and fixtures; d) the construction of perimeter road and 

erection of steel canopies; and e) for the payment of fees incurred for Project Management services. 

Therefore, supplementary funding is required to replenish the vote.  

 

04/011/22 – Principal on NIDCO US$61.5Mn loan for the purchase of two (2) Catamaran Ferries - 

$26,102,000 

To meet the debt servicing payment on Principal NIDCO US$61.5Mn loan for the purchase of 2 

Catamaran Ferries, payable on or before July 12th, 2025. It should be noted that a part of the allocation 

from this sub-item was transferred to Project No. 003/15/B/100 – “Implementation of the Supply 
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and Delivery of 300 New Buses for the Public Transport Service Corporation (PTSC)” to facilitate 

the payment of a 20% mobilization fee required under the agreement between PTSC and the supplier. 

 

04/011/25 – NIDCO – Road works - $500Mn – Point Fortin Highway - $5,424,000  

To meet a debt servicing payment of $5,424,000 due on September 4, 2025. Note that part allocation 

from this sub-item was transferred to the project 04/011/01 ‘Vehicle Management Corporation of 

Trinidad and Tobago (VMCOTT)’, to facilitate the settlement of outstanding tax arrears for the period 

2007 to 2023, during the Tax Amnesty period, which was carded to end January 31, 2025. Accordingly, 

supplementary funding is sought to replenish the vote.  

 

04/011/50 – NIPDEC – Principal Payment on $682Mn 3.75% Fixed Rate Loan - $14,152,000 

To meet the debt servicing payment due on 25/7/25. It is instructive that part allocation from this 

sub-item was transferred to the project “Leasing of Semi-Submersible Barge” to facilitate payment to 

Shipping Solutions & Services Ltd. for the lease of the semi-submersible barge for dry-docking 

activities at Caribbean Drydock and Engineering Services Limited.   

 

04/011/54 – NIDCO – Interest Payment on $250Mn 5.5% Fixed Rate Loan - $7,028,000 

04/011/53 – NIDCO – Principal Payment on $250Mn 5.5% Fixed Rate Loan - $25,000,000 

To meet the debt servicing Principal payment of $25,000,000 and Interest payment of $7,028,000 by 

28th September, 2025, based on the Government Guaranteed Facility in respect of the NIDCO 

Principal and Interest Payments on $250Mn 5.50% Fixed Rate Loan. Note that the loan was 

undertaken to fund infrastructure projects. 

 

06/004/39 – Airports Authority of Trinidad and Tobago - $45,000,000 

To settle arrears emanating from the Collective Agreement between the Airports Authority and the 

Estate Police Association for the periods 2015 to 2020.  

 

HEAD: 61 – MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Recurrent Expenditure - $25,000,000 

06/004/54 – Land Settlement Agency - $25,000,000 

Cabinet agreed to engage ANSA Merchant Bank Ltd (AMBL) to arrange a Fixed Rate Loan in the 

amount of TT$150Mn, on behalf of the Land Settlement Agency (LSA), to finance the construction 

of up to 500 houses and to undertake infrastructure and community development projects under the 

Housing and Village Improvement Programme for fiscal 2025. Accordingly, the sum is required to 
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meet the Principal payment of $25Mn due on 6th September, 2025, in accordance with the debt service 

payment schedule. 

 

HEAD: 64 – TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO POLICE SERVICE 

Recurrent Expenditure - $119,117,400  

01/001/01 - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $5,000,000 

To meet payment of arrears of Salaries and Allowances to the Commissioner of Police and other First 

Division Officers as a result of increases in remuneration awarded to officers under the purview of 

the Salaries Review Commission. The authority for same, lie in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review 

Commission, the Comptroller of Accounts Circular No. 02 dated 24/1/25 and the Minister of Finance 

Circular No. 11 dated 23/12/24. 

 

To enable the continuation of the programme to recruit 1,000 Trainees. The following payments are 

to be made: 

 $2,501,760 - Batch 2/2024,  96 officers sworn in  31/12/2024, these officers are 

still being paid at the trainee rate;   

 $896,440 - Batch 3/2024, 86 trainees were sworn in 21/03/2025, officers are still 

paid at the stipend rate;   

 $1,219,200 Batch 1/2025 comprising of 127 trainees. Training commenced March, 

2025;   

 $12,000,000 - required to meet  expenditure to 30/09/2025, to SRP officers who 

are required to  work extra tours of duty; and 

 $200,000 - Vacation Leave buy out for COP   ($16,817,400). 

 

02/001/05 – Telephones - $4,000,000 

To meet payments to Columbus Communication and Digicel to the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

To meet the cost of operational expenses to be incurred under the following Sub-items for the latter 

half of fiscal 2025: 

02/001/01 - Travelling and Subsistence - $5,000,000 

02/001/04 - Electricity - $5,000,000 

02/001/08 - Rent/Lease – Office Accommodation and Storage - $4,000,000 

02/001/09 - Rent/Lease – Vehicles and Equipment - $3,000,000 

02/001/13 - Maintenance of Vehicles - $3,000,000 
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02/001/16 - Contract Employment - $10,000,000 

02/001/37 - Janitorial Services - $10,000,000 

02/001/40 - Food at Institutions - $5,000,000 

02/001/96 - Fuel and Lubricants - $10,000,000   

 

03/001/04 – Other Minor Equipment - $25,000,000  

To facilitate payment of outstanding sums owed to Huawei for the supply of body cameras. 

 

02/002/40 – Food at Institutions - $700,000 

To meet the expenses incurred under the Sub-item - Food at Institutions, resulting from greater 

patrols and operations in Tobago for Carnival, the State of Emergency and the General Elections.  

 

04/009/02 – Trinidad and Tobago Police Academy - $2,000,000 

To facilitate the continued recruitment of Police Officers. The TTPS plans to take in two (2) batches 

of recruits of 125 persons each during the latter half of fiscal 2025. 

 

02/001/17 – Training - $600,000 

To facilitate the cost of training and re-certification for exam polygraphs. 

 

02/001/23 – Fees - $10,000,000 

To provide for the payment of outstanding amounts arising from (a) court order matters; (b) wire 

transfers; and (c) translation and other IT related matters. 

 

HEAD 75: EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TRIBUNAL 

Recurrent Expenditure - $358,000  

02/001/16 – Contract Employment - $142,000 

To supplement the shortfall in allocation under the sub-item Contract Employment. 

 

04/007/40 – Gratuities to Contract Officers - $216,000 

To meet expenditure for contract gratuity to two (2) officers whose services ended in 2023. Note that 

the worksheets have been audited and finalized for payment. 

 

HEAD 77: MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LAND AND FISHERIES  

Recurrent Expenditure - $9,610,000 
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To enable payment of the following to the end of fiscal 2025: 

02/002/01 – Agriculture - Travelling and Subsistence - $1,000,000 

02/003/01 – Animal Production and Health - Travelling and Subsistence $1,000,000 

 

04/011/10 – Palo Seco Agricultural Enterprises Limited (PSAEL) - $3,550,000 

06/004/09 – National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO) - 

$4,060,000 

To meet the payment of salaries to staff of the Palo Seco Agricultural Enterprises Ltd. (PSAEL) to 

the end of fiscal 2025. 

 

To meet a shortfall under - NAMDEVCO as follows: 

01/001/01 - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,060,000 

01/001/02 - Wages and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,000,000 

02/001/09 - Rent / Lease - Vehicles and Equipment - $2,000,000 

 

HEAD 82: MINISTRY OF DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 

Recurrent Expenditure - $120,700,000  

To facilitate the payment of arrears of salaries and allowances to public officers falling within the 

purview of the Salaries Review Commission as detailed hereunder. Accordingly, the authority is 

provided in the 120th Report of the Salaries Review Commission and the Minister of Finance Circular 

No. 11 of December 23, 2024: 

01/001/01 - Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance - $1,700,000 

01/001/04 - Allowances - Monthly Paid Officers - $300,000   

02/001/16 – (General Administration) Contract Employment - $4,500,000 

02/002/16 – (National Information and Communication Technology) Contract Employment - 

$2,200,000 

To supplement the shortfall in allocation under the Sub-item Contract Employment for the General 

Administration and National Information and Communication Technology Division.  

 

02/002/23 – Fees - $45,000,000 

To provide for the cost of the Contractual Agreement which was agreed to by Cabinet, to  ensure that 

the GORTT Enterprise Agreement be converted to sub-agreements that separate the Server and 

Cloud licences, targeting large Ministries as sub-tenants and other smaller Ministries consolidated 
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under an iGovTT tenant. It should be noted that GORTT is paying for a range of licences impacting 

approximately 26,000 users, 22,218 servers and 280 databases. 

 

02/002/28 – Other Contracted Services - $50,000,000 

To meet the contractual obligations to the Contractor Alliance comprising of Fujitsu Caribbean 

(Trinidad) Ltd. and TSTT for services rendered under the Government Communications Backbone 

Project (GovNeTT) and other services. 

 

04/011/01 – National Information and Communication Technology - $10,650,000 

04/009/01 - TT Connect Service Centres - $6,350,000 

To make payments relevant to contract officers arising from the Chief Personnel Officer’s revised 

remuneration arrangements for the period 2016 to 2022. 

 

DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME 

HEAD: 05 – PARLIAMENT - $1,000,000 

09/005/06/F/001 – Refurbishment and Re-tooling of Constituency Offices of Members of the 

House of Representatives - $500,000 

To facilitate refurbishment of offices for the newly installed Members of Parliament. 

 

09/005/06/F/013 – Restoration of the Red House – Technical Team - $500,000 

To facilitate payment of bills on hand, emanating from the project “Restoration of the Red House.” 

 

HEAD: 26 – MINISTRY OF EDUCATION - $159,000,000 

09/005/06/A/042 – Acquisition and Delivery of Laptops and Tablets - $76,000,000 

To enable the acquisition of laptops for schools under the Sub-item ‘Acquisition and Delivery of 

Laptops and Tablets.’ 

 

09/005/06/F/042 – Emergency Repair /Refurbishment Works to Schools - $83,000,000 

To meet the cost of expenses incurred for repairs to be undertaken at schools and other facilities over 

the period July-August, 2025. 

 

HEAD: 31 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION - $50,000,000 

09/005/06/A/067- E – Human Resource Management in GORTT (e-HRM) - $50,000,000 
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To meet expenditure for the utilization of the Oracle Public Cloud Environment to enable the 

implementation of the Human Capital Management application and the timely ‘go live’ of the Oracle 

Fusion Human Capital Management Cloud Upgrade project. 

 

HEAD: 43 – MINISTRY OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT - $58,937,000 

09/003/15/B/100 – Implementation of the Supply and Delivery of 300 new Buses for the PTSC - 

$58,937,000  

To meet the cost of the 1st progress payment due 70 days after the award of the contract between 

PTSC and Higer Bus Co. Ltd. It is instructive that the said contractual agreement allows for the supply 

and delivery of 300 buses. Cabinet references an Implementation Schedule which provides specific 

timelines for deliverables. Based on the afore-mentioned deliverables, the sum of $58,937,000 is 

required within the latter half of fiscal 2025. 

 

HEAD: 82 – MINISTRY OF DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION - $10,000,000 

09/005/06/A/001 – Implementation of the Digital Society Programme - $10,000,000  

To provide for the cost of the interoperability support for the implementation of the Digital Strategy 

and National e-ID System of Trinidad and Tobago. 

 


