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The Senate having assembled, and it being the first meeting of the first 
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

No. 6 of 2025. 
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Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces 
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CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO 

President. 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS it is provided by subsection (1) of section 67 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago that each session of 

Parliament shall be held at such place within Trinidad and Tobago and shall 

commence at such time as the President may by Proclamation appoint: 
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Now, therefore, I, CHRISTINE CARLA KANGALOO, President as 

aforesaid, do hereby appoint the Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad, as the 

place at which the First Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic 

of Trinidad and Tobago shall be held, and 1.30 p.m. on Friday the 23rd  day 

of May, 2025, as the time at which the said Session shall commence, with 

any Member, if necessary, attending a sitting virtually, while in Trinidad and 

Tobago, with the prior approval of the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives or the President of the Senate, in accordance with guidelines 

to be established. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago, at the Office of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 19th day of May, 2025. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 

Clerk of the Senate: In accordance with Standing Order 4(1) of the Senate 

Standing Orders, I now invite proposals for the Office of President of the Senate 

for the Thirteenth Parliament.  

The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell 

Allahar): Madam Clerk, I propose that Mr. Wade Stephen Mark do take the Chair 

of this Senate as President. 

Clerk of the Senate:  In accordance with Standing Order 4(2)(g), this proposal 

must be seconded.  Do I have a seconder? 

Seconded by Sen. The Hon. Anil Roberts.   

There being no other nominations, the Clerk of the Senate declared Mr. Wade 

Stephen Mark the duly elected President of the Senate.  [Applause] 



3 

Election of President (cont’d)  2025.05.23 

 

UNREVISED 

Clerk of the Senate:  Hon. Senators, there will be a brief pause in the proceedings 

at this time to allow for the appropriate robing of the President. I now invite the 

Assistant Marshal to escort the President to be robed, please. Thank you.   

1.35 p.m.: Sitting suspended.  

1.39 p.m.: Sitting resumed.  

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

Sen. Wade Mark took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as required by 

law. 

[MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, in accordance with Standing Order 5(1) of the 

Senate, I now invite nominations for the Office of Vice-President of the Senate. 

The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darrell 

Allahar): Mr. President, I propose that Ms. Kenya Charles do take the Chair of 

this Senate as Vice- President. 

Mr. President:  This proposal requires a seconder. 

Seconded by Sen. The Hon. Anil Roberts. 

There being no other nominations, the President declared Ms. Kenya 

Charles duly elected Vice-President of the Senate.  [Applause] 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

Sen. Kenya Charles took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as required 

by law. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President:  Hon. Senators, the Clerk will now administer the Oath or 

Affirmation to other Senators of this honourable Senate.  I invite everyone to be 

seated. 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

The following Senators took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as 

required by law: 

Sen. The Hon. Darryl Allahar 

Sen. The Hon. John Jeremie 

Sen. The Hon. Satyakama Maharaj 

Sen. The Hon. Leroy Baptiste 

Sen. The Hon. Phillip Alexander 

Sen. The Hon. Ravi Ratiram 

Sen. The Hon. Prof. Prakash Persad 

Sen. Dr. Natalie Chaitan-Maharaj 

Sen. Brian Baig 

Sen. The Hon. Eli Zakour 

Sen. David Nakhid  

Sen. Dr. Amery Browne 

Sen. Faris Al-Rawi SC 

Sen. Melanie Roberts-Radgman JD 

Sen. Vishnu Dhanpaul 

Sen. Foster Cummings 

Sen. Janelle John-Bates 

Sen. Anthony Vieira SC 

Sen. Deoroop Teemal 

Sen. Dr. Marlene Attzs 

Sen. Michael Simon Victor De La Bastide SC 

Sen. Candice Jones-Simmons 

Sen. Francis S. Lewis 
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Sen. Dr. Desirée Murray 

Sen. Alicia Pauline Lalite-Ettienne 

Sen. Courtney Arthur Mc Nish 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 

The following Senators took and subscribed the Affirmation of Allegiance as 

required by law: 

Anil Roberts, Kennedy Swaratsingh and Dominic Smith.  

PRAYERS 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Mr.  President:  Hon. Senators, Her Excellency the President of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago wishes to address all Members of Parliament.  In this regard, 

Senators are requested to proceed to the House of Representatives Chamber, where 

Her Excellency will deliver her address.  This sitting is now suspended. 

2.21 p.m.: Sitting suspended. 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

Her Excellency the President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Mrs. 

Christine Carla Kangaloo, O.R.T.T., addressed both Houses of Parliament as 

follows: 

President of the Senate, Speaker of the House, Honourable Members of 

Parliament. 

Permit me to begin by extending my congratulations to the newly elected 

President of the Senate and to the newly elected Speaker of the House.  This is a 

tremendously proud moment for you, and for your families, and I join the 

Parliament and the rest of the country in wishing you both well, in your new and 

important roles. 
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I also extend warmest greetings to the distinguished Prime Minister and 

Chief Justice of Barbados, who have been kind enough to accept the invitation of 

the new Government of Trinidad and Tobago to share with us the experience of 

this memorable occasion. 

Permit me, as well, to congratulate, once again, the newly elected government on 

your recent success at the polls. You have earned an overwhelming majority in the 

Parliament and, with it, the responsibility to use your significant mandate, wisely 

and judiciously. Special congratulations to the Hon. Prime Minister, on your 

historic return to that position, and on being the only female ever to have held it. 

[Applause] 

Congratulations, also, to all Parliamentarians, both in the House and in the 

Senate, for your election and your appointments, respectively. I also say a special 

thank you to all outgoing Members of Parliament, in the House and in the Senate 

alike, for your selfless and your diligent past service.  For those of you who intend 

to seek more quiet pursuits, may the Lord shine His face upon your plans and be 

gracious unto you.  For those who will be finding new ways to offer public service, 

you have a nation’s thanks. 

Now that the election is over, the country turns its attention to its leaders, 

including to all of us in the Parliament, to help chart for it, a new way forward.  I 

say all of “us” because, by section 39 of the Constitution, there shall be a 

Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago which shall consist of the President, the Senate 

and the House of Representatives. So, the President is in fact part of the 

Parliament. My Office therefore shares in the collective responsibility of this 

institution to point the way forward for our citizens. 

I would like to think that, as we embark on this collective journey together, 

the country is off to a good start.  The election of a new government tends to have 
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the effect of inspiring a new zeal and a feeling of fresh enthusiasm. This has been 

as true, in the case of the election of this new government, as it has been following 

the election of every new government since Independence. And, as has also been 

the case following the election of every new government since Independence, we 

have, on this occasion, also been lucky enough to experience a smooth and a 

seamless transition from our former government to our new one. Once again, there 

has been a “peaceful transfer of power”. 

The transfer of power involves, of course, far more than the ceremonial 

rituals of the swearing in of new Ministers and the opening of the Parliament–as 

vitally significant as these events are. It involves every citizen recognizing the 

validity of the electoral process in which he has participated, and accepting the 

conclusiveness of its result in his heart.  In our electoral system, this will always 

mean that there will be some part of the population who will be called upon to 

accept its conclusiveness with hearts that are heavy with loss. The zeal and 

enthusiasm which another part of the population feels, is lost on them.  Such zeal 

and enthusiasm might, to them, even feel cruel. An effective transition of power 

will speak to that broken-heartedness and will find ways to assure and include, 

rather than to hurt or alienate. 

Which is why I was especially pleased, as the country set off on this new 

journey, with the tone of inclusivity that came from the leadership of both the 

Government and the Opposition.  Both the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon. 

Leader of the Opposition, in their very first addresses to the public upon assuming 

their respective offices, spoke, eloquently and convincingly, of the need for our 

system of government, in which they each play a vital role, to be all-embracing.  

They both spoke of the importance of finding a means, in our current governance 

structure, of drawing the whole of our citizenry together, under the umbrella of a 
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system of government that cradles all of our people, as opposed to driving sections 

of the population away, and outside of its protecting and healing cover. 

I have mentioned that the Hon. Prime Minister is the only female ever to 

have held that position. Today, in Trinidad and Tobago, we also have the political 

party in Opposition having its very first female Opposition Leader.  With female 

leadership manifesting itself in this way in the Parliament, the country’s hopes are 

understandably high for a Parliament, and for a system of government, that 

functions more collaboratively and embracingly, and with less of the bitterness and 

hostility than we have sometimes seen in the past.  I think we should be careful not 

to disappoint that hope. 

In fact, it seems to me that our first task as Parliamentarians, has to be to 

demonstrate to the public that the invitation to inclusivity extended by the leaders 

on both sides, does not remain merely aspirational, but is brought to life in the 

actions and the attitudes of all Members of Parliament.  A peaceful transition of 

power means more than just the absence of riots or violence; it is the presence of 

kindness and grace in the way we interact with each other across the floor.  It 

seems to me that the public’s tremendous outpouring over, and its overwhelmingly 

positive reaction to the fact that, in our country today, the positions of President, 

Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition are held by women, might well be 

speaking to a deeper, national yearning for all of us to show greater kindness and 

grace to one another, and to the hope that female leadership, at this time, might 

well be an important impetus in getting us there. 

And so, I venture to suggest that here, in the Parliament, and outside of its 

walls, the challenge is ours to secure and to complete as wholesome a transition of 

power as the very first statements by the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon. Leader 

of the Opposition suggest that we are capable.  We must be careful not to allow 
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either zeal or enthusiasm, to give rise to words or conduct that relegate the tone of 

their first statements, to nothing more than a distant echo. 

That is not to say that here, inside the Parliament, Members should conduct 

the people’s business as if they were disembodied souls resting in the paradise of 

the Elysian Fields.  Far from it. Parliament is at its most effective when its 

members fight, and fight hard, for what they believe in. And, at the moment in 

history in which we find ourselves as a nation, there is much for this new 

Parliament to fight hard for. 

Our new Government has, with commendable alacrity, already identified key 

areas and initiatives which it proposes to address and implement both in the short 

term and over the medium and longer term.  The Government has signaled clearly 

what are the priorities it will be fighting for, both in terms of LED policy and 

legislation. 

One of the areas that Government has identified for legislative intervention, 

is the area of crime.  I last had the privilege of addressing Parliament in 2023.  On 

that occasion, I called for Parliamentarians to put aside their party rivalries, join 

hands across the aisle, and collaborate on how to stem crime and criminal 

conduct. I renew that call today, with even greater urgency, but with greater hope 

–in light of the initial signals from the leadership of both the Government and the 

Opposition, that we might well be at the start of a Parliament in which there is the 

chance of more meaningful collaboration than before. 

Another area that Government has identified for targeted intervention, is the 

economy.  The times in which we live, and the geopolitical shifts and uncertainties 

that surround us, will require this Parliament to fight harder than perhaps any 

Parliament before it, for policies and for legislation that protect our economy and 

promote its expansion.  In a frighteningly real sense, our very survival depends on 
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Parliament doing so.  Legislation that supports and provides incentives for small 

and medium enterprises; that encourages investment in our manufacturing and 

non-energy sectors; and financial regulations that assist us in managing our 

current and foreseeable foreign-exchange challenges, are all areas which this 

Parliament can expect will be engaging its full attention. 

I have mentioned the last occasion on which I addressed Parliament, in 

2023. I expressed my hope then, that it would be seen fit for there to have been an 

urgent parliamentary intervention that resulted, at long last, in the steelpan being 

firmly and irrevocably declared our national instrument. Parliament responded to 

that invitation. I trust that I will therefore be forgiven if, encouraged by 

Parliament’s response then, I express the hope today, for a few further 

Parliamentary interventions which Parliament might consider can be of benefit to 

our citizens.  I am acutely aware that, mindful of the enormous work that needs to 

be done at this stage of our nation’s development, the Government intends to have 

a packed legislative agenda.  My hope is that somewhere in the middle of 

everything else that Government has planned for the benefit of our citizens, 

consideration can be given to at least some of the additional parliamentary 

interventions that I am about respectfully to suggest. 

First–I hope that one such intervention can be in the area of artificial 

intelligence.  This is an area which I raised when last I addressed Parliament.  I 

am extremely pleased that the Government has, in creating a Ministry of Public 

Administration and Artificial Intelligence, heightened recognition of the 

importance of AI.  For all of its potential to do good, research shows that, without 

proactive regulatory intervention, AI can pose a variety of social and economic 

risks.  These include displacing large segments of the workforce, concentrating 

economic power in the hands of a few dominant players, and exacerbating 
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inequality. There is therefore the view that, where AI is concerned, society benefits 

if legislators anticipate risks before they materialize, and establish legally 

enforceable standards to pre-emptively protect against systemic failures, unethical 

practices, and threats to market integrity. 

The creation of the new Ministry of Public Administration and Artificial 

Intelligence signals Government’s intention to treat with both the benefits and the 

challenges of AI. What would be even more commendable, would be for 

Parliament to consider legislation that puts our country in the forefront of regional 

legislation in this area.  Our citizens have learned difficult lessons from us having 

to play “regulatory catch-up” in the area of technology–especially in relation to 

social media.  The loathsome practice of circulating intimate digital images of 

persons whom once we loved, when love turns bitter, began to be addressed by our 

courts only after unspeakable hurt and suffering were already inflicted upon 

victims–most of them female. 

The short point is, that with Government’s sensitivity to the importance of 

artificial intelligence, Parliament has an opportunity–and it might well only be a 

short one–to get out in front of artificial intelligence, in a way that we did not do in 

respect of social media, and arrange for the regulation of AI technology in such a 

way as will maximize its benefits, and minimize its risk to citizens’ wellbeing. 

Second–I hope that another intervention which Parliament might consider 

can be of benefit to our citizens, is in the area of Enduring Powers of Attorney. 

Under our current laws, a Power of Attorney becomes ineffective when its giver 

ceases to be mentally competent.  As patron of the Alzheimer’s Association of 

Trinidad and Tobago, I have become aware that more and more of our citizens are 

being diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and that many younger persons are also now 

living with the disease.  As the law currently stands, once a person is afflicted with 
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Alzheimer’s, or with any cognitive infirmity, any Power of Attorney which that 

person has previously given, becomes ineffective.  In order to manage that 

person’s affairs, a cumbersome, lengthy, and expensive application has to be made 

under the Mental Health Act to obtain an order appointing a Committee of that 

person.  That process is an immense source of further mental and financial strain 

and stress for persons already stretched to the limit by the demands of caring for 

their loved ones. An Enduring Power of Attorney will continue to be effective when 

the donor begins to lose mental capacity.  Legislation which establishes the 

efficacy of an Enduring Power of Attorney, will bring enormous relief to thousands 

of citizens. 

Another hoped-for area of parliamentary intervention is in respect of 

persons with disabilities, which is also an area I raised when last I addressed 

Parliament.  I repeat that appeal today.  Do forgive me, if, like the persistent 

neighbour in the biblical parable, I continue to knock on this particular door, in 

the hope that, if only to get me to stop knocking, this, our Thirteenth Republican 

Parliament, will do what recent Parliaments were not able to, and will rise to the 

task of passing badly-needed legislation in this area.  If we are to build a society 

that is truly inclusive, we need to enact laws that protect the rights of persons with 

disabilities to enter and remain in the mainstream of social and economic activity. 

I turn now, with apologies, to an area of suggested parliamentary action 

that is deeply personal.  I have read that Government intends to do away with the 

Demerits Points System.  Demerits Points Systems, in general, have the goal of 

safeguarding road-users.  Road accidents cause death and disabilities.  They also 

cause unbearable mental anguish and long-lasting trauma.  Sadly, many of us here 

today have felt this anguish and still live with this trauma.  In my own case, one 

evening in 1993, I received a call from a policeman telling me that my only sister, 
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a Data Entry Clerk, had been killed in a motor vehicular accident.  The anguish 

and the pain I felt then, are still with me today.  In 2012, I received another call, 

telling me that my brother, Acting Chief Justice at the time, had been in a terrible 

vehicular accident, which it was not expected that he would survive.  He survived 

for a year, with severe disabilities.  Even as I speak these words to you today, the 

pain of these losses still weighs me down.  As I have said, I know that thousands of 

citizens share the same pain.  Clerk or Chief Justice–it can happen to any of us.  I 

therefore plead with Parliament that, whatever is done in this area, Parliament 

commits to ensuring enhanced safety on our nation’s roads, and to reducing road 

fatalities and related injuries. 

I end my wish list of parliamentary interventions, by making a plea for 

consideration to be given to amending the regulations that govern the operations 

of Service Commissions, so that we can all benefit from a modernized and more 

effective public service.  Think about the Teaching Service Commission, by way of 

just one example.  Think of how our nation’s children would benefit from that 

Commission being able, through legislative intervention, to fill vacancies in our 

school system more rapidly than is at present possible. Our school children would 

benefit immensely from legislative interventions in this area. 

And so, these are just some of my hopes for this, our Thirteenth Republican 

Parliament–that, among the already identified key areas and initiatives which 

Government proposes to address legislatively, Parliament might also consider 

legislative interventions in the areas of artificial Intelligence, Enduring Powers of 

Attorney, persons with disabilities, enhanced safety on our nation’s roads, and 

amendments to the regulations which govern the operations of Service 

Commissions.  As always, I offer them, not as directives (which, of course, I have 
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no authority to issue), but for consideration as potential targets (which it is, I 

think, my duty to help identify).  It has been my privilege to have been able to share 

them with you. 

Whatever are the priorities upon which this Thirteenth Republican 

Parliament ultimately decides to focus, my hope and my prayer are that it does so 

in a spirit of true collaboration and cooperation.  My hope and my prayer are that 

the initial statements made in this regard by the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon. 

Leader of the Opposition, are not only kept in mind, but are embraced by Members 

on all sides. 

My hope and my prayer are that, when the final curtain falls on the last 

session of this, our Thirteenth Republican Parliament, we can share reports of a 

Parliament whose Members fought hard, but with respect for one another, to 

create a better Trinidad and Tobago. My hope and my prayer are that, in doing so, 

we would have modelled the behaviours and the attitudes that are required in 

order to help draw citizens back into a fuller participation in the democratic 

process, and not turn their backs on it, as the persistently low voter turnouts at 

recent elections tell us they are doing.  As I have said, the President is part of the 

Parliament, and I pledge my support to this effort. 

In closing, I wish all Members and their families God’s grace and constant 

guidance, as you set about representing Trinidad and Tobago through your 

advocacy in the Parliament. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless our nation. 

Senators return to the Senate Chamber. 

3:55 p.m.: Sitting resumed.  
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PAPER LAID 

Address by Her Excellency the President on the occasion of the Opening of the 

First Session of the Thirteenth Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

[Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darryl Allahar)] 

 To be laid as a Senate Paper. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darryl Allahar): 

Mr. President, I beg to move that this Senate do now adjourn to a date to be fixed. 

Welcome and Congratulations  

Mr. President: Before putting the question for the adjournment of the Senate 

colleagues, I would like to invite all our colleagues who lead Benches to address 

this honourable Senate, briefly, in respect of congratulatory remarks on the 

occasion of the opening of the Thirteenth Parliament of our Republic.  I will now 

invite honourable Senators—before putting that particular question—I would now 

like to invite our Senators to bring greetings. So, I will invite the Leader of 

Government Business to bring greetings on this occasion. Leader of Government 

Business. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 

Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister (Sen. The Hon. Darryl Allahar): 

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. President, on behalf of all of the Members on the 

Government side, we wish to warmly congratulate you on your preferment as the 

Presiding Officer of this august Senate, and we also wish to congratulate our 

colleagues across the aisle on the Opposition and Independent Benches on their 

respective appointments. 

Mr. President, the word “Senatus” is a Latin word meaning council of elders, 

and this Chamber has customarily been a place of mature deliberations and robust, 
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but respectful debate. So, Mr. President, we on this side, therefore, look forward to 

discharging our duties as Senators and working with you and all of our colleagues 

across the aisle in the interest of all of the people of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago. Thank you very much. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President: The distinguished Sen. Dr. Amery Browne to address you. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. Amery Browne: Thank you very much, Mr. President of the 

Senate.  I begin by congratulating you on your elevation to this very important post 

of Presiding Officer of this Chamber given your vast experience in the Senate. I 

join with the Leader of Government Business in congratulating every single 

Senator present here today. I am pleased that we have this opportunity to share a 

thought or two in tribute and in greetings. I want to agree that this Senate 

traditionally is anticipated to be a space of elevated discourse, conduct, and 

respect. But I serve notice, Mr. President, that this Opposition understands its role 

under the Constitution, and we will engage vigorously and firmly in the pursuit of 

our responsibilities as Opposition Senators. 

In so doing, we will ensure that we do our part in maintaining and elevating 

the standard in this, the Upper House.  So, again, I congratulate every Senator on 

the Government side, People’s National Movement’s Bench, and those that have 

been appointed by Her Excellency to serve as Independent Senators as we join 

together to serve the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in our current capacity. May 

God bless our nation. I thank you. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 

Mr. President: The coordinator, Sen. Anthony Vieira. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 
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Sen. Anthony Vieira SC: Mr. President, hon. Members, it is my honour to rise on 

behalf of the Independent Bench on this auspicious occasion as we mark the 

opening of the Thirteenth Republican Parliament and the swearing-in of a new 

Administration. Today, there is a palpable sense of renewal and hope. The people 

have spoken, and with their voice comes both a mandate and a reminder that our 

highest duty is to serve the national interest, not partisan ends. 

As Independent Senators, we are not aligned with the Government or the 

Opposition. We do not seek power, but rather to serve as guardians of principle, 

scrutinizing legislation, safeguarding constitutional values, and upholding the rule 

of law. We look forward to working constructively with all sides of this Chamber. 

Where proposals are sound, they will have our support. Where concerns arise, we 

will raise them respectfully, but firmly. 

Our job is to critique Bills brought to provide balance and perspective, not to 

criticize the person moving or debating the Bill. Our only alliance and allegiance 

are to the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and the solemn oath we have taken to 

discharge our duties faithfully. 

To the new administration, we extend heartiest congratulations. We urge you 

to be bold in vision, measured in action, and mindful, always, that trust is earned, 

not assumed.  Let us work together to uplift our Republic, strengthen our 

institutions, and meet the challenges of this time. 

May this parliamentary term be marked by reasoned dialogue, responsible 

leadership, and a shared commitment to the common good. On behalf of the 

Independent Bench, we extend heartfelt congratulations to you, Mr. President, hon. 

Members, and to the people of Trinidad and Tobago, I thank you. 

Hon. Senators: [Desk thumping] 
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Mr. President: Thank you. Hon. Senators, today marks the opening of the 

Thirteenth Republican Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago. I wish to firstly express 

my deep appreciation for your demonstration of confidence in me by electing me 

to preside over this honourable Senate. I pledge to serve you and our nation with 

honour and to the best of my abilities. On this occasion, we celebrate the continued 

preservation of democratic governance in our great nation. We must never forget 

that a strong Parliament means we are going to have a very rich democracy. 

4.10 p.m.  

I would like, therefore, to urge all Members, experienced and new alike, to 

keep close the oath, the various oaths that you all have taken today.  You have 

chosen to dedicate your lives to something bigger than yourselves and put your 

country first.  For that, I commend you.  It is my hope that by the end of the 

Thirteenth Parliament, we are able to look upon the work that we have done with 

immense pride, knowing that we have served faithfully and dutifully.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to 

the professional, hard-working and dedicated staff here at the Parliament of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  Their work, often behind the scenes, is essential to the 

important work that we do here.  They are the unsung heroes of this institution and 

I deeply appreciate their commitment to serve our nation.   

In closing, let us be bold in our efforts to strive for a better tomorrow and 

fortify our collective commitment to the people of our Republic.  Let us, together, 

build one another for a brighter tomorrow and for a more just, a more fair and a 

more equal nation.  Thank you. 

INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY GREETINGS 

Mr. President:  Hon. Members, many of you would know that in a couple days 

from today, seven days from today’s date, Trinidad and Tobago will be celebrating 



19 

Indian Arrival Day Greetings (cont’d)  2025.05.23 

 

UNREVISED 

on May 30th, Indian Arrival Day.  I want to take this opportunity on your behalf to 

bring greetings to the Indo-Trinidad and Tobago community, and to the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago as a whole, on this pending auspicious occasion.   

Hon. Senators, I join the Members of the Senate in offering greetings  

to the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago on the occasion of Indian Arrival Day.  This 

year, it will be celebrated, as you know, on May30th, in recognition of the arrival of 

East Indian immigrants to our shores some 180 years ago.   

Between 1845 and 1917, over 140,000 indentured labourers made a decision 

to embark on a journey to an unknown land, which forever altered the lives and 

paths of their descendants.  In addition to this, that journey forever altered our 

culture as we know it today.  It is those voyages which brought not only many of 

our ancestors, but their religious tradition and customs, their music, dance, 

language, fashion, cuisine that has contributed greatly to shaping our nation’s 

cultural identity.  Those persons aspired to a better quality of life, not only for 

themselves but for their families.  This is an aspiration that has transcended time 

and people, as it is an aspiration many of us hold close to our hearts.  In this 

Chamber, we serve as instruments to achieve this aspiration.  In this way, we pay 

tribute, we pay homage to those who were here before us.   

On behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, on 

behalf of my family and myself, I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and 

safe 2025 Indian Arrival Day.  Thank you very much. 

Hon. Senators:  [Desk thumping]  

Question put and agreed to. 

Senate adjourned accordingly. 

Adjourned at 4.18 p.m.  


