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Committee Mandate 

Pursuant to a resolution of the Senate on Tuesday January 23, 2024, a Special Select Committee was 
established to consider and report by March 31, 2024 on the Miscellaneous Provisions (Trial by Judge 
Alone) Bill, 2023.  
 
Committee Membership 

Mr. Reginald Armour, SC - Chairman 
Mr. Randall Mitchell 
Ms. Allyson West 
Mrs. Renuka Sagramsingh-Sooklal 
Mrs. Jayanti Lutchmedial-Ramdial  
Mr. Anthony Vieira, SC 
Prof. Gerard Hutchinson 
 
Secretariat Support 

Mr. Julien Ogilvie, Deputy Clerk    Secretary 
Ms. Sherlana Ramdeen, Assistant Clerk     Assistant Secretary 
Ms. Cherylee Legair, Parliamentary Research Specialist Researcher 

 

Contact 

The Secretary  
Special Select Committee (Senate) on the Miscellaneous Provisions (Trial by Judge Alone), 2023 
Office of the Parliament 
Parliamentary Complex, Cabildo Building, 
St. Vincent Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 
Tel: (868) 624-7275 exts. 2277/ 2284 Fax: (868) 625-4672 
Email: ssctrialbyjudgealone@ttparliament.org 
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CHAIRMANSHIP 

 
1. Pursuant to a resolution of the Senate on Tuesday January 23, 2024, Mr. Reginald Armour, SC 

was appointed to be Chairman of the Committee, in accordance with Standing Order 85 (2). 

 

INTERIM REPORTS 

2. The Committee’s First Interim Report was adopted in the Senate on Tuesday April 16, 2024. 
The Committee requested and was granted an extension to complete its work and report by 
May 31, 2024.  

 

WORK TO DATE 

 
MEETINGS  

3. Since the presentation of the First Interim Report, the Committee held two (2) meetings on the 
following dates: 

a) Friday May 10, 2024; and  
b) Tuesday May 21, 2024. 

 
4. The Minutes of the Meetings are attached at Appendix I. 

 

THIRD MEETING 

5. At its Third Meeting held on Friday May 10, 2024, the Committee received oral submissions 
from representatives of the Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago as well as the Judicial Education 
Institute. 
 

6. The Committee agreed to include the following stakeholders in the list of stakeholders for an 
in person appearance/or written submission:  

(i) Vision on Mission; 
(ii) Trinidad and Tobago Publishers and Broadcasters Association; 
(iii) Media Association of Trinidad and Tobago; 
(iv) Principal of the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Campus; and  
(v) Principal of the Hugh Wooding Law School. 

 

FOURTH MEETING 

7. At its Fourth Meeting held on Tuesday May 21, 2024, the Committee resumed discussions on 
the Matrix of Key Issues and Recommendations raised by Stakeholders. The Committee 
deliberated on the following issues: 

(i) the ability of an accused to appeal a judge’s decision to not grant his application for a 
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trial by jury and the introduction of procedural appeals as an avenue to treat with 
same; and 
 

(ii) the reduction of the proposed adjustments in the number of jurors in jury trials. 

 

8. The Committee also considered any further areas for examination arising out of the Judiciary’s 

written and oral submissions, in particular: 

(i) the option to utilise expert witnesses as opposed to lay assessors; and 
 

(ii) the prescription of rules, similar to Part 33 of the Civil Proceedings Rules in relation to 
experts and assessors, to guide the expert witness modality. 

 

9. The Committee agreed to invite the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions to an in-person, 

(in-camera) meeting to obtain their views on the Bill. 

 

10. The Committee agreed to consider a revised draft of the Bill, reflecting updated provisions 

pursuant to the Committee’s discussions thus far. Accordingly, the Assistant Chief Parliamentary 

was directed to action this request.  

 

REPORT 

 
11. Your Committee wishes to report that additional time is required to: 

(i) convene an in-camera session with representatives of the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions; 

(ii) consider the written comments by additional Stakeholders; 
(iii) undertake a clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill; and 
(iv) compile proposed amendments (if any) to the Bill.  

 
12. In accordance with Standing Order 104 (1), your Committee wishes to report that it is unable 

to complete its work and submit its final report by the stipulated deadline of May 31, 2024. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

13. Your Committee, therefore, recommends that: 
 

i. It be granted an extension of time to continue its work and report by July 05, 2024.  
 

ii. During the period of extension, your Committee proposes to complete its consideration of 
oral and written submissions from stakeholders, undertake a clause-by-clause examination 
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of the Bill and prepare proposed amendments (if any), with the assistance of the Chief 
Parliamentary Counsel and the Criminal Justice Unit, AGLA. 

 

iii. In the event that your Committee is unable to complete its work and report by July 05, 
2024, that the Senate agree to: 

 

a. the resumption of proceedings on the Miscellaneous Provisions (Trial by Judge 
Alone) Bill, 2023, in the Fifth Session, Twelfth Parliament; and 
 

b. the appointment of a Committee in the Fifth Session, Twelfth Parliament to 
complete the work on the Bill and adopt as part of its records, all work 
completed by the Committee appointed in the Fourth Session (2023/2024).   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 

Mr. Reginald Armour, SC 
Chairman 

 

May 29, 2024 

 
Mr. Randall Mitchell 

Member  

 
Ms. Allyson West 

Member  
 

 
 
 

Mrs. Renuka Sagramsingh-Sooklal 
Member  

 
 

 
 
 

Mrs. Jayanti Lutchmedial-Ramdial 

Member 

 
 

Mr. Anthony Vieira, SC 

Member  

 
 

Professor Gerard Hutchinson 

Member  

 



Second Interim Report - Special Select Committee (Senate) on the Miscellaneous Provisions (Trial by 

Judge Alone) Bill, 2023 

6 | P a g e  

 

APPENDIX I 

 

 

ATTENDANCE RECORD 

AND 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
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ATTENDANCE RECORD 

SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

THE MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (TRIAL BY JUDGE ALONE) BILL, 2023 

 

 

 

*exc- excused 

   

 abs- absent 

MEMBERS 
1ST 

MEETING 
19.03.2024 

2ND 
MEETING 
26.03.2024 

3RD 
MEETING 
10.05.2024 

4TH 
MEETING 
21.05.2024 

Mr.  Reginald Armour, SC (Chairman) 
√ √ √ √ 

Mr. Randall Mitchell 
Exc. Exc. √ √ 

Ms. Allyson West 
Exc. √ √ √ 

Mrs. Renuka Sagramsingh-Sooklal 

√ √ √ Exc. 

Mrs. Jayanti Lutchmedial-Ramdial 

√ √ √ √ 

Mr. Anthony Vieira, SC 

√ √ √ √ 

Professor Gerard Hutchinson 
√ √ √ √ 
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