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About this Guide

This guide provides a summary of expenditure for the Judiciary for the period 2018-2024. It provides Members of Parliament and
stakeholders with an overview of the Department’s responsibilities. The primary purpose of this guide is to consolidate the information
contained within the various Budget Documents pertaining to the Judiciary and provide readers with an analysis of same. This guide is
based primarily on:

> the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure 2024;

> the Draft Estimates of Development Programme 2024;

> the Public Sector Investment Programme 2024; and

> the Auditor General’s Report on the Public Accounts of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the fiscal year 2022.



Department Overview!

Mission
The Judiciary works towards the resolution of conflict in the society by resolving disputes which arise out of the operation of laws and

involve the application of remedies and the punishment of offenders.
Vision

The Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago provides an accountable court system in which timeliness and efficiency are the hallmarks, while

still protecting integrity, fairness, equality and accessibility and attracting public trust and confidence.

The Judiciary of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, headed by the Chief Justice, comprises the Supreme Court of Judicature and the
Magistracy. The Judiciary is the third arm of the State. As in most democratic countries, the Judiciary is established by the Constitution
to operate independently from the Executive as a forum for the timely resolution of legal disputes between individuals and bodies

including the state.

The Supreme Court of Judicature is made up of The Court of Appeal and the High Court, as is provided under section 99 of the
Constitution which states: “There shall be a Supreme Court of Trinidad and Tobago consisting of a High Court and a Court of Appeal with such

jurisdiction and powers as conferred on these Courts respectively by this Constitution or any other law.”

The Magistracy under a Chief Magistrate comprises the Courts of Summary Criminal Jurisdiction and the Petty Civil Courts. These
Courts are established respectively under the Summary Courts Act. Ch. 4:20, and the Petty Civil Courts Act. Ch. 4:21 of the Laws of

Trinidad and Tobago.

1 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago website. Accessed: October 3, 2023. Available: https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/about-the-judiciary-1/overview-53



https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/about-the-judiciary-1/overview-53

The Chief Justice bears overall responsibility for furthering the mission and vision of the Judiciary, and is in charge of the general

administration of justice in Trinidad and Tobago. The Chief Magistrate reports to the Chief Justice.

Masters of the High Court have similar jurisdiction to Judges of the High Court sitting in Chambers, except for matters where statute

expressly limits their jurisdiction (such as the exercise of powers to imprison or to grant interlocutory injunctions).

Legislation amending the Supreme Court of Judicature Act and passed in the Parliament earlier this year, approved the largest increase
to the statutory complement of Judges since the country’s independence in 1962. The new provisions allow for 36 Judges, an increase of

13 at the High Court level, and for 12 Judges, up from nine in the Court of Appeal. There are at present three Masters of the High Court.

Chief Justice: The Honorable Chief Justice. Mr. Justice Ivor Archie O.R.T.T.2
Court Executive Administrator (Accounting Officer): Master Christie-Anne Morris-Alleyne3

Deputy Registrar and Marshal (Ag): Ms. Kimberly Prescott

2 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 3, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/about-the-judiciary-1/the-chief-justices
3 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 3, 2023. Available: https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/about-the-judiciary-1/whos-who/directory
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Courts and Divisions under Judiciary

The following lists the various Courts under the Judiciary:

Supreme Court
The Supreme Court of Judicature is made up of The Court of Appeal and the High Court, as is provided under section 99 of the
Constitution which states: “There shall be a Supreme Court of Trinidad and Tobago consisting of a High Court and a Court of Appeal

with such jurisdiction and powers as conferred on these Courts respectively by this Constitution or any other law.”

High Court
The High Court, with locations at the Hall of Justice and the Family Court in Port of Spain, San Fernando and Scarborough, Tobago,
exercises original jurisdiction over indictable criminal matters, family matters, and in civil matters (inclusive of interlocutory applications

and informal motions in Chamber Courts).*

Court of Appeal
The Court of Appeal has appellate jurisdiction over both the Magistracy and the High Court, inclusive of the Magisterial and High Court
Sections of the Family Court. At present, an appeal from the Court of Appeal in Trinidad and Tobago lies to the Privy Council as of right,

or with the leave of that Court.5

4 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/supreme-court-27/high-court
5 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/supreme-court-27/court-of-appeal
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Magistracy

The Magistracy exercises original jurisdiction in relation to summary criminal matters. The Magistrates” Courts also facilitate Preliminary
Inquiries into serious criminal matters to determine whether a prima facie case has been established against an accused person before he
or she can be indicted for trial at the High Court Division of the Supreme Court. The Petty Civil Court Division of the Magistracy deals

with civil matters involving small money claims of less than $15,000.00.6

Family Court
The Family Court falls under the Family and Children Division of the High Court, Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. It is a problem-
solving court which seeks to resolve conflict in family matters by providing specialist support where necessary. Family matters include

divorce, legal custody, maintenance, property issues and access.”

Children Court
The Children Court is a Court for children - anyone under the age of 18. The Court became operational on February 28, 2018, and hears
cases involving children who are accused of breaking the law, children in need of supervision (CHINS), and children who are in need of

care and protection. The Children Court also hears children drug and mental health matters.8

Department of Court Administration
The DCA was created as a part of the Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago for this very purpose. It operates as an extension of the Judge’s

mandate for managing the Courts and their cases under the direction and supervision of the Chief Justice.

6 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/magistracy/overview
7 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/2020-01-28-18-30-04 /2020-01-28-18-53-05 / family-court-overview
8 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/2020-01-28-18-30-04/2020-01-28-18-54-02 / children-court-

overview
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With a range of specialised units under its purview, the DCA’s role involves the study, review, implementation and management of the
systems, procedures and processes utilised to manage cases brought before the courts. It also ensures that case flow management
techniques are adequately supported for minimum delay between the filing and disposition of a case, while ensuring due process is
afforded equally to all who appear before the courts. In this regard, the DCA’s role has not only been to ensure that cases are managed
efficiently and effectively from commencement to disposition, but also, and most importantly, to preserve through that management,

impartiality and integrity in the adjudication process as gatekeepers of the principles of due process.?

Judicial Education Institute

Continuous judicial education is essential for the Judiciary to fulfil its mandate to the public and its stakeholders to deliver justice in an
effective and efficient manner, while sustaining public trust and confidence. It is out of this necessity that the Judicial Education Institute
of Trinidad and Tobago (JEITT) was created - a distinct but integral part of the Judiciary, committed to the establishment's core objective:

the administration and achievement of justice.
In each of its training programmes and lectures, the JEITT operates with the following Mission Statement in mind:

"To promote excellence in the administration of justice in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago through continuous training and

development of Judges, other judicial officers and non- judicial staff attached to the Judiciary."

The training and development programmes delivered are the hallmark of the Institute as it strives to improve the functioning and

competence of the Judiciary and its judicial officers, keeping all au courant with changes that may influence the Judiciary's operations.

Focusing on the vision "Transformation through Education," the JEITT facilitates the objective of the Judiciary becoming a high-

performing, professional organisation.’

Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available https://www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/court-admin/overview
? Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/judicial-education-institute /about-jeitt
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Structure of the Judiciary0
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10 Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago. Structure. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available: https:/ /www.ttlawcourts.org/index.php/about-the-judiciary-1/structure
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Auditor General’s Report Findings for the Financial Year 202211

Chapter 3-Accounts of the Accounting Officers

Current Transfers

Sub-head 07 - Debt Servicing

3.13 Other yearly Debt Servicing payments for certain State agencies and Statutory Authoritiesare brought to account under several
Heads of Expenditure. These debt payments of $3,024,463,612.28 are recorded under 04/ Current Transfers and Subsides. Details of

debt payments by relevant Heads of Expenditure are presented in Table 3.2 below.

Table 3.2 Debt Servicing by Heads of Expenditure for Fiscal 2022 TTD

Head Ministry Total($)

03 Judiciary 12,005,216.15

Current Transfers

3.15 With effect from October 1, 2019, a Treasury decision was taken to decentralise the payment of contract gratuities to ministries and
departments. Ministries and departments are now required to bring to account contract gratuities under 04 - Current Transfers and
Subsides/007 - Households/40 - Gratuities to Contract Officers. Ministries and Departments Appropriation Statements recorded

$183,345,509.83 expended to meet the payments of contract gratuities

11 The Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the Financial Year 2022 Accessed October 9, 2023:
https:/ /auditorgeneral.gov.tt/sites/default/files / Auditor % 20General %27s % 20Report %202022.pdf

11


https://auditorgeneral.gov.tt/sites/default/files/Auditor%20General%27s%20Report%202022.pdf

Table 3.3 Contract Gratuity Payments as per Appropriation Account 2022

Head Ministry /Department 2022($)

03 Judiciary $10,296,120.56

Commitments

3.17 Comptroller of Accounts Circular No. 15 dated July 27, 2022 required ministries and departments to present in the Notes to the
accounts at Note 21(i) of the Appropriation Accounts a statement showing total outstanding commitments in respect of each sub-head of
expenditure as at September 30, 2022. Presented below in Table 3.4 are the commitments recorded by Ministries and Departments at

Note

Table 3.4 Commitments as per Note 21(i)

Head Ministry Commitments as per Note 21(i)

03 Judiciary 1,633,167.68

Chapter 4:-Accounts of Receivers of Revenue
SJ1 - Registrar, Supreme Court - Judiciary
M]1 - Chief Magistrate, Magistracy - Judiciary

4.17 Under the two Receivers of Revenue SJ1 - Registrar, Supreme Court - Judiciary and MJ]1- Chief Magistrate, Magistracy - Judiciary,
total revenue collected as per Judiciary underlying Records (i.e. Final Monthly Reports at September 2022) of $319,945.16 and

12



$11,344,013.46 respectively were not in agreement with Statement of Receipts and Disbursements and Treasury Records (Treasury Cards)

balances of $307,055.51 and $11,856,973.08 respectfully. The differences were as follows:

Receiver of Statements of Total Treasury Monthly Reports of Difference
Revenue Receipts and Cards as at Revenue as at
Disbursements as | September 30, 2022 September 2022
at September 30,
$ $
2022
$
SJI 307,055.51 307,055.71 319,945.16 12,889.65
MJI 11,856,973.08 11,856,973.08 11,344,013.46 512,959.62

4.18 The Judiciary did not reconcile their records (Monthly Reports) with the balances of the Treasury in accordance with paragraph

3 of the Comptroller of Accounts Circular No. 3 dated July 27, 2022 which states:

“You must reconcile your books with the Treasury’s Records and ensure agreement in respect of each item of revenue shown in the Receipts and

Disbursements Statement. It is your responsibility to notify the Treasury Division immediately of any discrepancies observed.”

13



Chapter 5 - Funds of Administering Officers

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CHAPTER 5 - FUNDS OF ADMINISTERING OFFICERS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND

521 Comptroller of Accounts Circular No. 12 dated November 9, 2005 on the subject “ Accounting Arrangements for Disbursement of
Funds from the Infrastructure Development Fund” sets out guidelines to ensure accountability and transparency with respect to projects

undertaken under the Infrastructure Development Fund.

5.22 Expenditure by Ministries and Departments for the Fund was $1,509,587,860.18 from total Warrants issued of $1,521,856,024.00.
Excess of receipts over payments for the financial year 2022 was $12,268,163.82. Payments totalling $1,509,587,860.18 from the IDF were
incurred under seventeen (17) Heads of Expenditure. Findings arising from the audit of the IDF at certain Ministries and Departments

are summarized below.

HEAD 03 - JUDICIARY

523 The Judiciary did not prepare the Infrastructure Development Fund Statement in accordance with Comptroller of Accounts

Circulars No.12 dated November 9, 2005 and No. 16 dated July 27, 2022 in that the following errors and omissions were noted:

i.  Part A - Summary of Releases and Expenditure was incorrectly stated as Part B - Summary of Releases and Expenditure
ii.  Part B - Summary of Costs, this section was omitted from the Statement
iii.  Part B - Cost Details, this section was omitted from the Statement

iv.  Notes to the Statements, this section was omitted from the Statement.

14



524 Part B provides details of the costing information and Notes to the Statements gives a brief description of the major activities

financed by the Fund.

15



Key Statement from 2023 Standing Finance Committee Debate!?

As in the case of the Industrial Court, I have the privilege as the line Minister to be the conduit through which the Judiciary comes before
this Honourable House to account for and justify its request for financing of the public service that it renders to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago. The core business of the Judiciary is the resolution of disputes in accordance with the laws of Trinidad and Tobago, and in
seeking to fulfil its mission the Judiciary works towards the resolution of conflict in the society by resolving conflicts which arise out of
the operation of laws and involve the application of remedies and the punishment of offenders. It adjudicates in different areas, criminal
matters, civil matters, family matters, children matters, probate including estate and administration, coroner’s inquest, and traffic matters,

and provides a superior quality of service consistent with being a superior court of record to the people of this country.

Attorney General
The Honourable Reginald Armour, SC

12 Standing Finance Committee Hansard of the Judiciary, October 11, 2022. Accessed on October 9, 2023: https://www.ttparliament.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/sfc20221011u.pdf
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Review of the Public Sector Investment Programme 202313

Vision 2030: Delivering Good Governance and Service Excellence

Administration: Providing Modern, Safe Public Buildings

Court Facilities

Recognising the importance of modern and functional judicial infrastructure, the GORTT continued to invest in the refurbishment of
court facilities as part of its strategy to enhance the delivery of justice, improve access to the court system, and provide a conducive

environment for legal proceedings.

Rehabilitation of the Hall of Justice (HOJ)

The Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago undertook rehabilitation works at the two (2) Halls of Justice located in Trinidad and Tobago

respectively, as follows:

+ the HOJ, Trinidad - designs were completed and the procurement process commenced for the modification of the Hall

of Justice to accommodate the Criminal Division with expenditure of $0.6 million; and

+ the HOJ, Tobago - works undertaken included ICT upgrades to the courtrooms, roof repairs and upgrade of the sewer

system, with a recorded expenditure of $1.0 million

Refurbishment of Magistrates” Courts

With an expenditure of $2.0 million, the Judiciary executed various improvement works to Magistrates” Courts to facilitate compliance

with OSH regulations in regard to water and sewer infrastructure upgrades as follows:

13 Public Sector Investment Programme 2024, pages 99-105. Accessed on October 6, 2023: https:/ /www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023 /10 /Ministry-Of-
Planning-InvestmentProgramme-Trinidad2024-OctoberDigital.pdf

17
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+ ongoing works to the roof and sewer systems at the Chaguanas and Couva Magistrates” Courts; and

+ the procurement process was commenced for upgrades to the HVAC systems at the Tobago and Point Fortin Magistrates’

Courts;

The Judiciary also contracted the UDeCOTT to undertake the Upgrade, Refurbishment and Renovation of the Port of Spain Magistrates” Court

Building, with expenditure in the sum of $0.1 million. The following works were executed:
+ Phase One of the mechanical, electrical and plumbing works are 70 percent completed;
+ cleaning and conduct of electrical works to the air-conditioning systems at the old wing was 90 percent completed; and

+ work to the external building is ongoing.

Drug Treatment Courts

In fiscal 2023, the Judiciary commenced the Implementation of a Drug Treatment Court with expenditure totalling
$0.1 million, utilised for the procurement of drug test kits and consumables, and the establishment of drug testing

stations at three (3) locations as follows:

¢ the San Fernando District Court (Madinah) is approximately 50 percent completed;
¢ the Tunapuna District Court - 90 percent completed; and
e the old CID Building in Port of Spain - reconfiguration works are ongoing, to accommodate the Drug

Treatment Court Unit’s Secretariat.

Institutional Strengthening of the Judiciary Family Court

In fiscal 2023, the Judiciary continued to focus on the establishment of Family Courts throughout Trinidad and Tobago. Expenditure in

the sum of $0.3 million was utilised for the following activities:

18



+ the installation of air condition, gypsum, plumbing, fabrication and procurement of furniture works are ongoing at the

Family Court in Arima;

+ works continued at the Family Court in Tobago to incorporate a Domestic Violence Courtroom and a Virtual Access
Customer Centre (VACC). Works are also being conducted on the guard booth and Judge’s lift at the Court; and

» procurement activities commenced for the expansion of the Family Court in Port of Spain.

Establishment of a Children’s Court of Trinidad and Tobago

The sum of $0.7 million was expended by the Judiciary to commence the procurement process for the installation of VACCs at the

Fyzabad and Port of Spain Children’s Courts.

Customer Service Centres at Court Buildings

With an allocation of $7.0 million, the Judiciary also continued the Development of Customer Service Centres at the Nation’s Court Buildings
by providing access to virtual courts throughout Trinidad and Tobago. Funds in the sum of $3.0 million were expended for the following

activities:

e the design and development of Virtual Jury Courts for jury trials at the O’Meara Building in Arima continued with
works as follows:

e steel fabrication works within all the courtrooms were completed;

e modification to staff regions, witness room and lawyers' waiting room works are completed;

e works to the air-conditioning system in Jury Court 1 are ongoing, as well as in the staff areas and the witness room;

e completion of electrical infrastructure and additional Jury boxes and other upgrades to Jury court 2;

e completion of the reinforcement of the holding cell in Jury Court 1 and painting and drywall works at the Holding
Bay;

e carpentry and plumbing works were completed in the Jury Courtrooms and life safety equipment (Phase I) was

installed throughout the building;
19



e installation of high security fence, roof repairs, and upgrade works were undertaken on the external facade;

e assessments to elevators completed and upgrades are ongoing;

e works to the electrical infrastructure, including the upgrade and installation of additional electrical boxes remain
ongoing;

e construction and operationalisation of VACCs across the twin islands continued, with works completed at the Rio
Claro and Mayaro Magistrates” Courts, continued works at the UTT Campus in O'Meara, Arima, the Old CID Office
in Port of Spain, and Port of Spain Central and South Magistrate Courts; and

e processing final payment and close out contract for air condition works at Old CID. Procurement activities underway
for HVAC units, baggage scanner, blinds, building materials, air condition units and interior paints and associated

materials.

Construction of a Video Conferencing Centre at Golden Grove, Arouca

A total of $0.3 million was utilised to enhance the access of prisoners to justice and reduce the backlog of cases within the court. The
Judiciary is in the process of reconfiguring the Video Conferencing Centre to house fourteen (14) VACC rooms, staff space and an area

alloted for prison officers. Addition works include:

e ongoing works on Phase I of the building that include the operationalisation of first floor for issuance in January 2024;
e solicitation process for procurement activities for HVAC; and

e installation of containerised units to the Maximum Security Prison to increase the video conferencing capacity at the prison.

Implementation of a Comprehensive Security System in the Judiciary

The Judiciary undertook an internal assessment to identify internal security gaps, in order to address the increasing security demands
from both staff and citizens. Coming out of the assessment, the project’s scope of work has been developed, outlining the necessary
actions and improvements required to enhance security measures. Furthermore, the specifications and solicitation documents have been

finalised for the procurement process.

20



The Judiciary’s total allocation as a percentage of the National Budget
for the period 2018 to 2024

Year4 Total Allocation!® National Budget'® Percentage of National
Budget
2018 $428,196,222.00 $54,211,726,813.00 0.79%
2019 $459,612,880.00 $54,581,467,181.00 0.8%
2020 $571,398,578.00 $57,388,076,726.00 0.99%
2021 $526,274,222.00 $56,498,472,820.00 0.93%
2022 $533,061,718.00 $58,974,346,470.00 0.90%
2023 $573,130,900.00 $67,063,358,456.00 0.85%
2024 $750,660,540.00 $68,384,229,740.00 1.09%

Total allocation for the Department as a percentage of the National Budget illustrated an increase in the allocation to the Judiciary by

0.24% between the period 2022/2023 and 2023 /2024.

14 For the Fiscal Years 2018-2024, actual figures were used to calculate the total allocation. However, estimates were used to calculate the total allocation for the Fiscal Years 2023 and
2023.

15 Total Allocation for the Judiciary = Recurrent Expenditure + Consolidated Fund Expenditure

16 The National Budget = Total Recurrent Expenditure + Development Programme Expenditure: Consolidated Fund

21



Where the Judiciary spends its money

2023-2024 Estimates of Expenditure
The budget allocation of $761,560,540.00"7 for the Judiciary is comprised of:
o The Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure in the sum 0f-$663,390,540.00; and
e The Draft Estimates of Development Programme -$98,170,000.00
- Consolidated Fund in the sum of $87,270,000.00; and
- Infrastructure Development Fund in the sum of $10,900,000.00

The Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure include:
e (01 Personnel Expenditure; - $167,177,700;
e 02 Goods and Services; - $416,403,400;
e 03 Minor Equipment Purchases; $1,271,000; and
e 04 Current Transfers and Subsidies; $78,538,440.

The Judiciary’s:
e Total allocation as a percentage of National Budget = 1.1%

e Recurrent Expenditure as a percentage of the total Recurrent Expenditure budget is 1.02%; and

e Consolidated Fund as a percentage of the total Consolidated Fund allocation is 2.71%

7" Draft Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2024. Accessed on October 3, 2023. Available: https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/Draft-Estimates-of-Details-of-Estimates-of-Recurrent-Expenditure-for-the-Financial-Year-2024.pdf
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Summary of Recurrent Expenditure for the period 2018-202418

Summary of Recurret Expenditure for the Period 2018-2024

$700,000,000
$600,000,000
$500,000,000
$400,000,000
$300,000,000
$200,000,000
$100,000,000

S0

2023 Rewsed

2018 Actual 2019 Actual 2020 Actual 2021 Actual 2022 Actual Estimate 2024 Estimate
I Personnel Expenditure $169,269,201 $172,709,682 $170,296,435 $172,822,225 $167,868,179 $163,826,300 167,177,700
I Goods and Services $232,938,362 $258,797,921 $347,199,700 $337,606,643 $315,227,689 $357,016,600 416,403,400
mmmm Minor Equipment Purchases $1,340,720 $3,620,885 $2,176,223 $1,214,785 $674,771 $1,505,000 1,271,000
mm Current Transfers and Subsidies $1,853,652 $2,305,887 $7,883,965 $14,630,569 $22,812,219 $36,683,000 78,538,440
=== Total Allocation $405,401,935 $437,434,375 $527,556,323 $526,274,222 $506,582,858 $559,030,900 663,390,540

mm Personnel Expenditure m Goods and Services W Minor Equipment Purchases mmmm Current Transfers and Subsidies === Total Allocation

18Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure 2024. Accessed on October 3, 2023. Available: https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-
Estimates-of-Expenditure-2024.pdf

23


https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-Expenditure-2024.pdf
https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-Expenditure-2024.pdf

Analysis of Recurrent Expenditure

Recurrent Expenditure refers to the payments for expenses which are incurred during the day-to-day operations of the Judiciary for

Personnel Expenditure, Goods and Services, Minor Equipment Purchases, Current Transfers and Subsidies.

>

Recurrent Expenditure for Fiscal Year 2023/2024 is $663,390,540.00. This represents 1.02% of the total recurrent allocation for the
financial year 2023 /2024.

Recurrent Expenditure for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 was $559,030,900.00 (revised). This means that the Recurrent Expenditure for
Fiscal Year 2023/2024 increased by $104,359,640 or 15.7% when compared to Fiscal Year 2023/2024.

The largest portion of the allocation has consistently gone to Sub-Head 02 Goods and Services. This figure has averaged 58% of
the total allocation for the years 2018 to 2024. The FY 2024 percentage is 62.8%.

For fiscal 2024, Sub Head 01 Personnel Expenditure percentage will be 25.2% of the Judiciary’s total recurrent allocation.

Sub Head 03 Minor Equipment Purchases has averaged approximately 1% from 2018 to 2024.

Furthermore, Sub Head 04 Current Transfers and Subsidies has been fluctuating over the period 2018-2024. For fiscal 2023 /2024,
it accounts for approximately 11.8% of recurrent expenditure for the Judiciary, which takes into account subsidies, grants and

other benefits to Commonwealth Bodies and Other Transfers.

Total allocation for the Judiciary to the national budget remained stable at just under 1% between the period 2022/2023 and
2023/2024.
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58%

2018 Actual - $405,401,935

H Personnel Expenditure

M Minor Equipment Purchases

H Goods and Services

H Current Transfers and Subsidies

42%

258,797,9
59%

2019 Actual - $437,434,375

3,620,885, 1%

H Personnel Expenditure

i Minor Equipment Purchases

2,305,887, 1%

H Goods and Services

H Current Transfers and Subsidies

,709,682,
39%
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2020 Actual - $527,556,323 2021 Actual - $526,274,222

7,883,965, 2%
2,176,223, 0%

13,538750W0 , 0%

170,296,435,
32%

173,358,900,
35%

306,161,500,

347,199,700, 62%

66%

H Personnel Expenditure H Goods and Services H Personnel Expenditure H Goods and Services

i Minor Equipment Purchases H Current Transfers and Subsidies i Minor Equipment Purchases  H Current Transfers and Subsidies



2022 Actual - $506,582,858

$674,771, 0%

$167,868,179,
33%

$315,227,689,
62%

m Goods and Services

= Personnel Expenditure

= Minor Equipment Purchases = Current Transfers and Subsidies

2023 Revised Estimate - $559,030,900

$36,683,000,

7% \
$1,505,000, 0%

\

$163,826,300,
29%

$357,016,600,
64%

m Goods and Services

= Personnel Expenditure

= Minor Equipment Purchases = Current Transfers and Subsidies
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2024 Estimate - $663,390,540

78,538,440, 12%

~

1,271,000, 0% ~—

Q

\ 167,177,700, 25%

416,403,400, 63%

m Personnel Expenditure m Goods and Services ® Minor Equipment Purchases ®m Current Transfers and Subsidies
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Staff and Pay!’

The allocation of staff expenditure for the year 2024 was $378,824,500 which represents an increase an increase of $9,878,300.00 from the

last fiscal year 2022 /2023. The following chart provides a breakdown of all expenditure related to staff from 2022 to 2024.

Staff and Pay 2018-2024

800,000,000

700,000,000

600,000,000

500,000,000

400,000,000

300,000,000

200,000,000

100,000,000 I I I

i} — — — -
2022 Actual 2023 Revised Estimates 2024 Estimate Total
M Personnel Expenditure 167,868,179 163,826,300 167,177,700 498,872,179
W Uniforms 225,745 179,900 307,000 712,645
M Travelling and Subsistence 7,263,408 8,195,000 8,695,000 24,153,408
Contract Employment 192,947,804 196,300,000 201,800,000 591,047,804

M Training 86,010 25,000 100,000 211,010
B Short-Term Employment - 70,000 244,800 314,800
B Employees Assistance Programme 337,238 350,000 500,000 1,187,238
W Total 368,728,384 368,946,200 378,824,500 737,674,584

19 Draft Estimates for Details of Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure for the Financial Year 2024. Accessed October 9, 2023. Available:
https:/ /www .finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Numbered-Draft-Estimates-Details-of-Recurrent-Expenditure-2024.pdf
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Travelling Direct Charges?°
A summary of Travelling Direct Charges allocated as part of the Judiciary’s staff and pay expenditure for the years 2018-2024 is outlined

in the chart as follows:

Summary of Traveling Direct Charges 2017-2023

8,000,000
7,000,000 /
6,000,000

5,000,000

/

4,000,000

3,000,000

2,000,000

1,000,000

2018 Actual 2019 Actual 2020 Actual 2021 Actual 2022 Actual zogjti';f;’t'zed 2024 Estimate

=== Travelling Direct Charges 6,057,939 7,037,274 7,228,456 7,096,023 7,478,281 7,590,000 7,608,000

20 Draft Estimates for Details of Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure for the Financial Year 2024. Accessed: October 4, 2023. Available:
https:/ /www .finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Numbered-Draft-Estimates-Details-of-Recurrent-Expenditure-2024.pdf

30


https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Numbered-Draft-Estimates-Details-of-Recurrent-Expenditure-2024.pdf

Expenditure Unique to the Judiciary?!

Unique Expenditure refers to expenditure items incurred by the Judiciary that may not feature in other Ministries or Departments. The

following graph illustrates the money expended on the development of Public Buildings?? during 2018 - 2024. During the 2020 Standing
Finance Committee the Attorney General noted that the Office of the Attorney General established a committee to administer the judicial

development of buildings and structures, specifically the rationalization of properties.

Development of Public Buildings 2018-2024

80,000,000
70,000,000 67,870,000
60,000,000
50,000,000

40,000,000

30,000,000 28,043,992 27,140,183

20,850,000 20,437,334
20,000,000
9,347,579
10,000,000 7,100,000

2018 Actual 2019 Actual 2020 Actual 2021 Actual 2022 Actual 2023 Revised Estimate2024 Estimate

21 Draft Estimates for Details of Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure for the Financial Year 2024. Accessed: October 9, 2023. Available:
https: / /www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads /2023 /10/Draft-Estimates-of-Expenditure-2024.pdf

22 Development of Public Buildings refers to works done on the Hall of Justice, Magistrates” Courts, Supreme Courts, Family Courts as well as the provision of
accommodations for Court Administration, Judges, Magistrates and the Chief Justice.
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Summary of Development Programme Expenditure for the period 2018-
202423

Development Programme is a capital expenditure aimed at improving and enhancing development in different areas of Trinidad and
Tobago which includes; human resources, economic and social development.
The allocation of $98,170,000.00 to the Judiciary for development programmes and projects for fiscal year 2023 /2024 is presented in two
parts as follows:
e Funds disbursed directly from the Consolidated Fund in the sum of $87,270,000.00 and represent 88.9% of the total development
programme allocation to the Judiciary; and
e Funds disbursed directly from the Infrastructure Development Fund in the sum of $10,900,000.00 and represent 11.1% of the total

development programme allocation to the Judiciary

23 Estimates of Development Programme 2024, Accessed on, October 2, 2023. Available:https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-

Estimates-of-Development-Programme-2024.pdf
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Summary of Development Programme Expenditure for the period 2018-2024
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2018 2019 2020 Actual | 2021 Actual | 2022 Actual | 2023 Revised 2024
Estimates Estimates

e 005 Multi-Sectoral and Other Services -

Consolidated Fund $22,794,287.00 $22,178,505.00 $43,842,255.00 $31,801,309.00 $26,478,860.00 $14,100,000.00 $87,270,000.00

= 005 Multi-Sectoral and Other Services -
Infrastructure Development Fund

Total $22,794,287.00 $22,178,505.00 $43,842,255.00 $31,801,309.00 $33,199,660.00 $15,146,800.00 $98,170,000.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,961,782.00 | $6,720,800.00 = $1,046,800.00 $10,900,000.00

== ()05 Multi-Sectoral and Other Services - Consolidated Fund
== ()05 Multi-Sectoral and Other Services - Infrastructure Development Fund

Total
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Public Sector Investment Programme 2023/2024- Projections??

The Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP), which represents the capital expenditure component of the National Budget, is the

instrument used by Government to effect its vision and policies. It is a budgeting and strategic planning tool made up of projects and

programmes, designed to realise the goals set out in the Government’s overarching policy.

The PSIP budget document provides a detailed description of the programmes and projects and includes a review of the implementation
of projects and programmes in the previous financial year and highlights the major projects and programmes to be implemented in the

upcoming financial year. The Public Sector Investment Programme is intended to achieve:

o the country’s social and economic development goals; and

o enhance the quality of life of all citizens.

In fiscal 2024, the focus of the Judiciary will be on the refurbishment of Court facilities. Since 2020, ongoing works have included:
i. Court Facilities

The GORTT remains committed to bolstering the judicial system to improve its operational standards within court performance areas,
such as universal access to justice, swift expedition, equality, and integrity, as well as heightened public trust and confidence. The sum
of $98.2 million, will be allocated to the Judiciary to undertake strategies that will enhance service delivery, reduce case backlog and

delays.

2 Public Sector Investment Programme 2024, pages 210-213. Accessed: October 3, 2023. https:/ /www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023 /10 /Ministry-Of-
Planning-InvestmentProgramme-Trinidad2024-OctoberDigital.pdf
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ii. Rehabilitation of the Hall of Justice, Port of Spain

The Hall of Justice is being repurposed to administer High Court Criminal matters in accordance with the Criminal Court Conversion
and the Administration of Justice (Indictable Proceedings) (Amendment) Act, (AJIPAA) 2020. An allocation of $17.8 million will be

provided to continue the following activities:

e works to thirty-one (31) courtrooms, inclusive of technological, civil, electrical and ICT upgrades;

e reconfiguration of spaces to accommodate the Administrative Staff;

¢ leak management (facade and roof leak);

e structural upgrades, including works to the outrigger panels and to address water infiltration issues; and

e mechanical, electrical, generator, and plumbing upgrades, and the installation of HVAC systems and prisons’ elevators.

iii. Rehabilitation of the Hall of Justice, Tobago

The Tobago's Hall of Justice will receive an allocation of $2.7 million for the reconfiguration of the building to accommodate
criminal courts for Criminal Court Conversion and AJIPAA. Works to be undertaken will include the installation of a central air

conditioning system, elevator replacements and roof repairs.

iv. Refurbishment of Magistrates” Courts

With a provision of $12.0 million, repurposing and refurbishment works will continue throughout the thirteen (13) magistracies

in the nation, as follows:

e Chaguanas, Couva, Point Fortin, Rio Claro, Mayaro, Toco, Sangre Grande, and Scarborough courts, to ensure compliance
with the OSHA Activities will include upgrades to the electrical and HVAC systems, water and sewer infrastructure,

installation of dry fire suppression systems and security infrastructure and assessment/ testing of the building;
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e provision of specialised court services including Domestic Violence Court, Small Claims/ Petty Civil Court, Sexual Offences
and Drug Treatment Courts at the District Courts;

e court room upgrades inclusive of technology, civil works, electrical and ICT infrastructure;

e development of architectural and engineering designs for the construction of the Sangre Grande District Court; and

e implementation of a Comprehensive Security System in the Judiciary, with an allocation of $7.0 million for electronic
security equipment and infrastructure, design and integration of security sub systems, and the upgrade of internal and

external building security infrastructure at all Courts.

v. Port of Spain Magistrate’s Court

In fiscal 2024, an investment of $4.9 million will be provided for the continuation of renovation works at the Port of Spain

Magistrate’s Court as follows:
e upgrades to the electrical system and the installation of a power system, air-conditioning system, and a life-safety
system; and

e repairs to roof leaks, replacement of substandard building materials, and repainting of the internal and external

walls.

vi. San Fernando Supreme Court Building

With a provision of $10.2 million, the upgrade, refurbishment and renovation of the Supreme Court Building in San Fernando

will continue with the following activities:

e upgrades to the electrical system, central air-conditioning systems, and ICT systems;
e construction of a secured pathway to allow prisoners access to the courts;

e roof repairs and prevention of water infiltration; and
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e installation of OSH life-safety systems.

vii. Institutional Strengthening of the Family Court

The Family Court will continue to expand its services and upgrade its existing courts with an allocation of $4.0 million for the

implementation of the following activities:

e establishment of the Family Court, Arima, which will entail the configuration and outfitting of a building;

e expansion of the Family Court, Port of Spain, Trinidad, which will entail the acquisition, configuration and
outfitting of a building; and

e completion of the Family Court, Tobago, with activities to include ICT, security and civil works, reconfiguration of

a space for a Domestic Violence Courtroom and a Virtual Access Customer Centre (VACC).

viii. Establishment of a Children’s Court of Trinidad and Tobago

The project Establishment of a Children’s Court of Trinidad and Tobago will continue, with an investment of $4.0 million for
ongoing works to the existing buildings in the north and south of Trinidad, in addition to the configuration and outfitting of an

appropriate building in Tobago, to serve as a Children’s Court. Works to be undertaken will include:

e completion of the Children’s Court, Fyzabad (South), with upgrades to the security infrastructure and water infiltration;

e activities at the Children’s Court, Port of Spain (North), which will include the expansion of the ICT capability, the
installation of digital court recording solutions and For-The-Record video conferencing and expansion of the VACC; and
expansion of the Children's Court, Tobago, which will include the configuration and outfitting of the building and upgrade

of the ICT infrastructure for the Court
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ix. Development of Customer Service Centres in the Judiciary

The Judiciary has been adopting international best practices by the enhancement of existing infrastructure and support for the
delivery of customer services at the Courts. In this regard, an investment of $4.0 million will be allocated to enable the following

activities:

e continued refurbishment of the O’'Meara, Arima compound to enable jury trials, Criminal Court Conversion and the

AJIPAA with the following activities to be undertaken:

e works to the prisoner holding areas;

e construction of additional jury court rooms and deliberation rooms;

e mechanical, electrical and plumbing works, as well as building envelope and roof works; and

e continued development of technology and litigation support in courts;

e design, construction and operationalisation of VACCs and the continued expansion of Call/Contact Centres across
Trinidad and Tobago; and

e establishment of virtual customer service interfaces for specialised courts in the High Court (sexual offences, human

trafficking and gun related offences).

x.  Construction of a Video Conferencing Center Centre at Golden Grove Arouca

An allocation of $6.0 million will be provided for the completion of a permanent structure for the Video Conferencing Centre at
the Remand Yard of the Golden Grove Prison Facility, Arouca. This will accommodate eight (8) video conferencing rooms,
fourteen (14) prison VACC rooms, and a staff facility. Works will continue in the following areas:

e ground floor and first floor civil;

e remedial roof, mechanical, electrical and plumbing works;
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external works, security and ICT infrastructure; and
expansion of the Video Conferencing Facilities at the Maximum Security Prison, with the temporary installation of three

(3) containerised units.
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Noteworthy Development Programme Estimates in 2020-2024

The table below lists the projects that have been noted due to uncharacteristic variances in estimates for funding: 2>

Sub-head /Item

. 2023
/Gf (S):b'/‘lf,‘;g?ec . Project 2020 Actual | 2021 Actual | 2022 Actual | Revised 2024
[;)esc J Estimates Estimates

005-06A-003 Development of Customer $119,295.00 $2,107,200.00 $7,726,140.00 $3,000,000.00  $4,000,000.00
Care in the Nation’s Court

Buildings

005-06F-006 Restoration of the San  $1,500,000.00 - - - $5,200,000.00
Fernando Supreme Court
Building

[RE-ACTIVATED PROJECT]

005-06F-010 Implementation of a $3,104,631.00.00 $897,533.00  $908,333.00  $500,000.00  $7,000,000.00
Comprehensive Security
System in the Judiciary

005-06F-013 Construction of Judges’ and $2,146,503.00.00 $2,295,671.00 $1,081,041.00  $200,000.00  $2,500,000.00
Magistrates’  Housing  in
Tobago

25 Estimates of Development Programme 2024. Accessed October 3 2023. Available: https:/ /www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-

of-Development-Programme-2024.pdf
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Major Programmes and Development for the Financial Year 2019

The following table illustrate the major programmes and projects under the Judiciary and the actual and estimated expenditures for the

last three (3) years.2¢

Developme PROJECTS 2019 2020 2023
nt Actual Actual 2021 2022 . 2024
Revised
Programme Actual Actual .
2018 Estimate
CF-005- | Development of | $5,541,241.00 $4,987,802.00 | $6,028,878.00 | $4,925,406.00 | $2,300,000.00 | $5,000,000.00
06A-001 | Judiciary
Information
Systems
CF-005- | Establishment of a | $2,772,801.00 $2,754,897.00 $152,250.00 | $1,255,662.00 | $700,000.00 | $4,000,000.00
06A-017 | Juvenile Court of
Trinidad and
Tobago
CF-005-06- | Rehabilitation of | $3,169,387.00 $442,444.00 $1,102,855.00 | $849,227.00 $600,000.00 | $17,800,000.0
F-001 the Hall of Justice, 0
Trinidad

26 Estimates of Development Programme 2024. Accessed October 3 2023.Available :

Development-Programme-2024.pdf

https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-



https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-Development-Programme-2024.pdf
https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-Development-Programme-2024.pdf

CF-005-06-
F-003

Refurbishment of

Magistrates’

Courts

$575,324.00

$18,727,254.00

$767,763.00

$1,578,543.00

$2,000,000.00

$12,000,000.0
0
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Status of New Projects from the Financial Year 2020%7

The status of the new projects that received funding in the 2020 Financial Year:

Sub-head
/Item /Sub-
item . 2024
/Group Project - Item 2020 Actual 2021 Actual 2022 Actual 202.3 Revised Estimate
. Estimate
/Project
Desc.
005-06F-025 | Refurbishment and - - $18,655 - $3,000,000
Expansion of the Siparia
Magistrates” Court
005-06F-026 | Construction of Video | $1,727,797.00 - - - $6,000,000
Conferencing Centre at
Golden Grove Arouca
NB: Transferred in 2020 from
the Ministry of National
Security

27 Estimates of Development Programme 2024. Accessed October 3 2023.Available: https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-
Development-Programme-2024.pdf
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Status of New Projects from the Financial Year 202128

The status of the new projects that received funding in the 2021 Financial Year:

Sub-head Project - Item
/Item /Sub-
item /(?roup 2021 Actual 2022 Actual 2023 .ReV15ed 2024 Estimate
/Project Estimates
Desc.
CF-005-06-F- | Outfitting of the building located at No. | $12,176,640.00 | $4,239,497.00 $2,600,000.00 $3,500,000.00
027 271 Naparima/Mayaro Road, Princes
Town for use as a Court in the Victoria
East Magisterial District
IDF-005-06- | Restoration of the San Fernando Supreme - - - $5,000,000.00
F-001 Court Building
IDF-005-06- | Provision of accommodation for San - $6,720,800.00 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00
F-002 Fernando Family Court- Lord and
Paradise Streets, San Fernando
IDF-005-06- | Upgrade, refurbishment and renovation - - $46,800.00 $4,900,000.00
F-003 of the Port of Spain Magistrates’ Court
building

28 Estimates of Development Programme 2024. Accessed October 3 2023.Available: https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-

Development-Programme-2024.pdf
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IDF-005-06- | Construction of a new San Fernando - - - -
F-004 Magistrates’” Court on State land situated

at No. 46 Irving Street, San Fernando
IDF-005-06F- | Outfitting Tower D International | $8,961,782.00 | $6,720,800.00 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00
005 Waterfront Complex to accommodate the

relocation of the Civil High Court, Port of
Spain and the Civil Division of the Court
of Appeal
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Status of New Projects for Financial Year 2024%°

The following projects were reactivated and received funding in Financial Year 2024:

Sub-head /Item /Sub-
item /Group /Project

Project - Item

Fernando Family Court- corner Lord and
Paradise Streets San Fernando

2024 Estimate
Desc.
CF-005-06-F-006 Restoration of the San Fernando Supreme | $5,200,000.00
Court Building
CF-005-06-F-009 Provision of accommodation for San | $670,000.00
Fernando Magistrates” Courts
CF-005-06-F-020 Provision of Accommodation for the San | $6,000,000.00

2 Estimates of Development Programme 2024. Accessed October 3 2023.Available :

Development-Programme-2024.pdf

https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Draft-Estimates-of-
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General Useful Information

* Courts and Tribunals, Judiciary, UK: https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/

» Federal Court of Australia, AUS: http://www.fedcourt.gov.au/about/judges

* Department of Justice, CAN: http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/just/07.html
* Ministry of Justice, JAMAICA: http://moj.gov.jm/

= Supreme Court, JAMAICA: http://supremecourt.gov.jm/content/legal-system
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