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Long periods on

Unacceptable prison
remand waiting for . =

facilities.

Lack of proper
rehabilitation

Insufficient evidence
leading to

Any other specific
issue with the

Average of 5 years at

1 Magistrate Court and
then 10 years at High
Court

2 Yes

Judiciary has wide case
management powers
and they need to be
firm about same.

4 Yes

completed.

required individuals

Magistrate level (2-4
years) at High Court (3-
9 months)

Almost every matter
at Magistrate Level

Yes Yes

Judiciary has wide case
management powers
and if used properly
the timeframe for a
matter can be no
more than 2 years

Hold these persons
accountable by being
in contempt of court.

Yes

the next step in your

Of Course

Yes

The incarceration
culture isn't always the
best solution. To avoid
people going on
remand make use of
alternative sentencing
like improve the use of
community service
orders, electronic
monitoring etc.

Construction of
modern purpose-built
detention facilities is
long overdue. Having
failed to so do we
cannot implement
modern prison rules.

programmes.

Limited forms of
rehabilitation and only
after being sentence
you can access

Yes

Better facilities could
assist with this and
purpose use of online
courses where
applicable

unsuccessful attempts
Please check
prosecution success
rate and conduct a
review and analysis for
abysmal deficiency.
Most certainly

DPP office should be
mandated to develop
and distribute to the
police a code for
prosecutors and
guidlines for the
prosecution of various
categories of offences
to assist police in
gathering of more
reliable evidence. The
build out of a modern
purpose-built forensics
laboratory is long
overdue and would

Criminal Justice

Lack of protection for
persons working
within the Criminal
Justice System.

a separate court
should be established
to treat with offences
committed by public
officials, eg. police,
politicians, public
servants etc. The
adjudication of
matters concerning
public officials take far
too long to hold
anyone accountable. If
we cannot punish or
exonerate public
officials swiftly it sends
Length of time for a
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issue with the

Why should JUSTICE
require patience?
When the criminal act
committed took just
seconds? There is no
secret that our justice
system in Trinidad and
Tobago is archaic.
There should be a
system implemented
after and arrest is
made and charges laid
on the individual- the
process of which a trial
is started is based on
the evidence against in
the individual in
question. For example:
Someone held with
illegal substance, the
evidence was already
retrieved therfore this
individual trial should
not be no longer than

completed.

There is no reason a
'murder' trial should
be ongoing for more
than 2years maximum.
Why? Because in order
for such charges to be
laid on a individual
there must be some
sort of compelling
evidence to prove
such charges.
Therefore, there
should not be any
unnesscary
continuance of the
case. The individual is
already placed on
remand (they are not
going anywhere) the
prosecutors should
already be building the
case after the charges
was laid so that to
avoid any

required individuals

It is unacceptable that
in country where
leaders from Zambia
and other parts come
to learn 'how we
operate' in our
parliament system but
we honestly can
operate our own
Judicial system.
Maybe, we need to
visit other regional
and international
countries to learn how
they implements
systems in their
judicial system. As a
member of service and
by extension
cooperate world, why
is there so many
absent police officer,
judges and lawyers for
trials? They all know

the next step in your

Why is there a back
log in the judicial

system? Because of
adjournments- waiting

years in remand to
know your status is
ripple effect of

'adjournments, lack of
accountability within
the justice system in

Trinidad & Tobago

The tax-paying citizens
of Trinidad & Tobago
are being taxed too
much for the facilities
in this country such as;
the prisons, hospitals
etc to be
undermanaged and
deplorable. Although
they are seen as
criminals in the court
of law, the eyes of the
public etc. They are
also Human being- the
Geneva act on human
right. Im not saying
build fancy castle
prison but build an
functional prison that
both prison officers
and prisoners can both
feel comfortable.

programmes.
| wont say lack of
proper rehabilitation
programmes. | would
say the programmes
are 'under utilised and
undermanaged'-
hence the lack of
success in those
programmes. Also, we
as a country are not
equipped to help
persons properly if
needed, especislly
someone in the prison
system for years.
There is no bridge to
fill the gap of coming
back into society and
that is what this
country need.
Programmes in prisons
where you understand
and talk to criminals to
find information on

unsuccessful attempts
If a charge is laid on
someone for murder
then must be
substantial evidence
that they committed
and or acted in part of
the crime. So why
would there be a lack
of evidence? Only if
they the officer/s
logging the evidence
are careless, and
mishandled the
evidence,whixh in my
opinion should not
happen because this is
part of their training to
'properly handle and
secure evidence'. And
if this foes happen the
arresting officer
should face some sort
of punishment or
suspension without

Criminal Justice

The laws in which we
are governed by are
forever changing and
there needs to be
constant research on
the specific crimes, so
thst nothing can be
seen as a loop-hole in
the Criminal Justice
system. Technology is
evolving and we as a
country need to catch
up. England are
amending laws to suit
the new world,
Barbados are
upgrading on their
laws, Jamaica is
cracking down on
Criminals... what is
Trinidad & Tobago
doing? Just merely
scraching the surface
of moving upward



Responses Received for JSC on National Security Public Call for Comments
Criminal Justice System Inquiry

Lack of proper
rehabilitation
programmes.

Trials lasting years Adjournments due to Long periods on
before they are the absence of remand waiting for
completed. required individuals  the next step in your
Objectively examine  The premise of "seem See above. Police . . Just needs to be
. ) If stricter adherence is
the causes of delays:  to indicate" is officers do have to ... .. addressed, even as
] . . . placed on swift justice, , .
Police, Forensics, State unfortunate. Trials proceed on vacation, . alternatives to prison
. . . the issue of remanded
and Defense take too long. Period. but trials taking longer | . are explored.
- . . prisoners will be ]
attorneys, Judicial This allows for loss of than five years must Whatever is done,

minimized. In an
Officers and support  witnesses, be the exception. y there must be
event, care must be

Insufficient evidence Any other specific
leading to issue with the
unsuccessful attempts Criminal Justice
The quality of the
records and
Delays weaken cases. transcription of such
Yes, but balance is Memories fade; notes records should be
needed. The victims are lost; interest in improved. Lots of
of crime must also be following through State investment and

Long delays before

Unacceptable prison

trials are started. facilities.

staff e.g. production of compromise of Judges contribute to taken to place severe punishment and considered. diminishes. Witnesses photo ops with
court records and evidence etc. delays too, allowing bail restriF::tions on consequences for age and/or die. continued poor quality
transcripts of Together with the Law for frivolous reasons repeat offenders crime and criminality. and significant delays.
proceedings. Association, for adjournments etc. P ' The society cannot A clear record gives an
Inadequate use of
7 Yed Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes .

The continued
occurrence of this
phenomenon is the
reason why s.5 of the
Bail Act was deemed
unconstitutional. The
provision
makes(made) sense,
and it is an adequate
attempt to ensure
persons inclined to act
with malicious intent
are not free to roam
society. But whatever
good the provision

The purpose of the
prison system is to
rehabilitate offenders
so that they may
successfully
reintegrate into
society following the
culmination of their
sentence. But
reintegration seems to
be the furtherest thing
from anyone’s mind.
It’s almost as if it is
just an academic ideal,
rather than a realistic

cyber technology and
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Insufficient evidence Any other specific
leading to issue with the

Long delays of trial
commencements can
often make victims /
9 families of victims feel

like they are now not
only a victim of the
crime at hand but a
The procedure needs
to be revamped.

Maybe after 3 times of

excuses on both sides
the Magistrate should
move on with the
parties present. This
maybe less. Time is
taken in preliminary
10 trials to make out a
case and sometimes
the criminal is out on
bail and gets a friend
to commit a further
crime against other
persons. People are

calling hits fromThe
prison cells and no one
seems to care that

completed.

There should be a limit
on how often a case
can be extended in
any circumstance. If
there is an absolute,
clear path to end the
matter end it. It should

Yes you want the trial
to be fair and just but
you also need have
them done quickly. If
after 2 times an AAL
on either side isn’t
ready, the judge
should have the power
to move forward

required individuals

| can understand
everyone has the right
to be defended by a
lawyer, however if a
necessary officer is not
available an objective
party legally capable

This is reasonable
since these people are
employed. However, it
cannot be constant.
Make these short
hearing digital to avoid
moving in and out of
physical courts.

the next step in your

End that. What is the
problem? Laziness?

This is critical because
most times those
persons in remand are
the criminals. The
courts don’t just put
people in jail...there is
the bail act which sets
out the process and
factors. However,
when you the GOV
allow people to be out
for firearm offenses
and drugs, they
continue their crimes
easily. Take a look at
our murder toll for
2023. You have many
individuals committing
crimes. Improve the

Whilst i have a biased
opinion that criminals
are scum of earth and
deserve nothing. They
should at least have
the absolute basic
hygienic facilities

No perosn on bail
should be placed in
anything like a prison.
They should have a tv,
better cell with a bed
and shower facility
and a fan. Better
eating area etc. these
people are still waiting
for trial to be found
guilty or not. They
should be treated as
their movement is
restricted and liberty
but not as hardcore
criminals. However
still take away their
phones and do not
allow them cigars and

programmes. unsuccessful attempts Criminal Justice

Rehabilitation
programs need to be
upheld with the
biggest priority to
ensure healthy and
effective transitions

In the jails there
should be more skilled
programs and mental
treatment for a lot of
these people. There
are a lot of crazy
people who needs
help sometimes their
life is infested with
malice and abuse and
they never had the
home love and warmt
to grow so they are
unable to react and fit
into society. These
things needs to be

The police officers
who want to sleep
with nice women
when they come
across them and those
who drink alcohol and
party in the police
stations Friday,
Saturday and Sunday
nights...check Penal,
Barrakpore, Princes
Town and St Madeline.
Breathalyzer test
should be done
randomly on all
officers. Pepper

This should not even
be a comment.
Employ better people
at forensic because
most times the
criminals know how to
make a good defence
and they get out on
some technicality. We
don’t even have an
electron microscope at
forensic in Trinidad
which is very very
concerning.

addressed. Sometimes
people commit a
crime and think what

training should be
employed on dealing
with people and
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11

12 Agreed

A friend of mine has
3 been in jail for
approximately 9 years
and he has not had his
The delays in this
process are terrifyingly
long and leaves
14 possibly innocent
people in a state of
limbo awaiting a fair
trial. In my personal

1

It almost feels like
there is more care in
ensuring there’s “due
diligence” and
ultimately the
perpetrators benefit.
The victimsAnd their
families have to wait
and ultimately many

Agreed

Personally
knowingPeople who
have done this,
especially lawyers, |
think the party they
represent should be
penalized. Because
they always get more
opportunities to

Police officers Agreed

The person |
previously spoke
about has had his trial
delayed multiple times

| heard somewhere
that the prisons are
not allowed to be
worse than the worst
off residential
locations in that
country. That means
other people who are
lawabidng citizens live
Totally unacceptable
and inhumane. Not at

There are those who
truly want to change
but the system makes
it impossible to do so.
On the flip side |
knowA lot of people
who don’t untilkse
what is available to
them

Agreed Agreed

Complaints are not
taken seriously and
feedback is poor and
often never given.
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15

unsuccessful attempts

The existence of silos
has resulted in a
dysfunctional system.
Organizations
including the Judiciary,
Ministry of the
Attorney General and
Legal Affairs, the TTPS,
the Forensic Science
Centre and the
National Forensic DNA
Databank need to
work together and
understand each
other's role in the
Criminal Justice
System. Additionally,




