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Introduction

The Firearms Amendment Bill (“the Bill”) was introduced in the House
of Representatives on November 11, 2022 by the Minister of
National Security, the Honourable Fitzgerald Hinds, MP and aims to
amend the Firearms Act Chap. 16:01. 

The Firearms Act has been amended twice before in 2019 and 2021.

This amendment will notably allow Municipal Officers to use tasers in
performing their duties and broadens the categories of persons
permitted to carry their Government-issued firearms in public. 
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 1. Expansion of Definitions

The definition of "prohibited weapon” will now include weapons, which are designed
or manufactured or adapted for the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other
thing. This definition will include tasers which have been designed or manufactured
for the discharge of electrical energy.

 2. Use of Tasers by Municipal Officers 
The amendment to section 6 will allow a member of the Municipal Police Service to
have in his possession any weapon of whatever description or design which is
designed, manufactured or adapted for the discharge of any noxious gas, liquid or
other thing for performing their functions. 

A Municipal Police Officer operates only within his Municipality and is vested, under
the Municipal Corporations Act Ch 25:04, with all the powers, privileges and
immunities conferred on a constable by the Common Law, and also all the powers,
privileges, immunities and liabilities conferred or imposed on a constable or on a First
Division or Second Division police officer of corresponding rank by the Police Service
Act Ch 15:01.

3.Exemption from Possession of a Firearm User's Licence

The section 7 amendment provides that only persons, in the performance of their
duties, whose firearm and ammunition have been issued by the Government are
exempt from holding a Firearm Users’ Licence for said firearm and ammunition. 
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a police officer;
a prison officer; 
a Customs officer; 
a member of the Municipal Police Service and Defence Force, respectively, 
the Director and employee of the Strategic Services Agency, respectively; or
the Director of the Trinidad and Tobago Forensic Centre and any scientific
officer designated by him to act in the capacity of Director.

 4. Expansion of persons allowed to possess firearms or ammunition in a
public place

New section 8 provides that more authorised persons will be allowed to carry
a firearm or ammunition in public instead of only police officers or members
of the Defence Force. 

Section 8A also empowers the Commissioner of Prisons to permit off-duty
prison officers to possess firearms and ammunition, if, in his consideration,
their life or safety is threatened. Consequently, the Commissioner would be
required to issue a Trinidad and Tobago Prison Services Firearm Identification
Card to the prison officer.

 5. Prohibition of sale or transfer of firearms or ammunition

The following persons are prohibited from engaging in the sale or transfer of
firearms or ammunition in their possession:

Should any person above commit an offence relating to the sale or transfer of
firearms or ammunition, they would be held liable and convicted accordingly. 
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the FUL number;
the name and address of the holder of the FUL;
a photograph of the holder of the FUL;
any electronic security features as the Commissioner of Police may
determine;
any further information may be stated on the FUL as the Commissioner of
Police may determine; and
any other conditions which the Commissioner of Police may determine.

 6. Firearm User's Licence (FUL)

The definition of "licence" will now include the possession of a Firearm User
Identification Card. 

The amendment to Regulation 6(1) of the Firearms Regulations provides for
the revised form of the FUL which now comprises the Firearm User
Identification Card. The card will bear the following detailed information
relating to the licence holder: 

New section 17(6A) will empower the Minister of National Security to extend
the validity of a Firearm User’s Licence beyond the three (3) years specified in
subsection (6).

The Firearm User Identification Card would be valid for such period as the
Minister may consider appropriate. 
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No person shall sell or transfer a firearm or ammunition unless the person to whom
that person sells or transfers such firearm or ammunition is the holder of a Firearm
User’s Licence.
The form of the Firearm User's Licence also specifies details of the firearm or
ammunition which the holder is authorised to possess and use. 
Only specified persons are in the lawful possession of a firearm or ammunition when
on duty, for example:

A person in possession of a Government-issued firearm or ammunition while acting
within the lawful execution of their duties
A customs officer
An authorised officer
A constable

A comparison of The Firearms (Prohibition, Restriction and Regulation) Act, 2022 in
Jamaica was made to the new amendments in the Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2022 and
the following similar provisions were noted: 

1.

2.

3.
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