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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 

APPROPRIATION (FINANCIAL YEAR 2023) BILL, 2022 

[Fifth Day] 

The Standing Finance Committee of the whole House resumed its 

deliberations on the Bill and Estimates. 

[Chairman: Mr. Forde] 

10.00 a.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  Special good morning to each and every one.  Good morning. We 

shall resume the Standing Finance Committee meeting for Tuesday 11th of 

October, 2022.  Welcome to each and all. Welcome to you, Mr. Minister, and also 

the other Ministers in the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  Welcome to 

your Permanent Secretary and the senior executives in the Ministry this morning.  

Welcome to each and all.  Mr. Minister, are you ready?  

Head 77:  Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, $745,186,000 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

to make a brief opening statement not exceeding five minutes.  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  It is always a privilege to 

report to the Standing Finance Committee and the people of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago on the progress made by the Ministry which I work in.  

Having joined the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries in March of this 

year, allow me to firstly thank my predecessor, former Minister Clarence 

Rambharat, for the foundation that he has established at the Ministry.   

Secondly, I want to thank the Permanent Secretary, Deputy Permanent 

Secretary, Chief Technical Officer, heads of department and divisions, all members 
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of staff, as well as the chairmen, president, deputy chairman and vice-president of

the nine state agencies for their continued dedication and support.   

Mr. Chairman, now more than ever, I more appreciate the role that farmers, 

fishermen, agro-processors and by, extension, all agricultural stakeholders play in 

placing healthy food and nutritional options on our tables.  As for this, I want to 

sincerely thank them for their tireless efforts.  During my, close to seven months at 

the Ministry, I have sought the views of several key stakeholders across the 

agriculture sector all in an effort to determine the gaps that currently exist.  The 

data will contribute to the Ministry developing and strategic plan that takes into 

consideration possible short, medium and long-term solutions.   

Mr. Chairman, permit me to make these four observations about the 

Ministry’s allocation for 2022—2023.  Firstly, Mr. Chairman, our recurrent 

expenditure remains the same as the previous years and remains in an area of great 

concern.  As with all other Ministries and statutory bodies, salary, wages, 

allowance consumed close to 75 per cent of the recurrent structure.  Year after 

year, we bring expenses like travelling, overtime, gratuities for contract employees 

from the previous financial year because of the delays in the submission of claims 

and delays in processing and payments of claims.   

Secondly, Mr. Chair, we continue to struggle on a vital national economic 

issue which is the way in which we manage the multibillion-dollar state land asset 

portfolio.  Digital transformation remains critical in this area and in this year’s 

Public Sector Investment Programme, you will see a continuing investment of 

$10.3 million in digital infrastructure within the Ministry, particularly in state 

lands.  

Thirdly, Mr. Chair, you will see in the PSIP a sustained investment in our 
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fisheries infrastructure, produce market infrastructure via NAMDEVCO, access 

roads and bridges, pumps and other equipment and infrastructural upgrades within 

the Ministry itself.   

Fourthly and lastly, since 2020, with the creation of a Ministry dedicated to 

the youth, youth development and opportunities for youth, you will see a sustained 

programme of activities to support youth development in agriculture.   

Mr. Chair, our primary objective is to work with all individuals, groups in 

the farming and fishing community.  Two, reengineer process as part of the digital 

services provided by the Ministry, example, land tenure, grants, incentives, 

farmer’s registration badge, permits, licences and training; create avenue for 

increase local food production by providing training and other support services; 

improve agricultural access roads; implement vegetation measures to deal with 

pests and diseases, example, the giant African snail, tuta absoluta, rabies; and 

address ongoing—about the praedial larceny across the country which has gained 

the attention of the national public.   

While we are cognizant that these objectives can take some time to achieve, 

we remain committed to working closely with all state agencies, statutory bodies, 

private sector organizations and individuals to enhance the agriculture sector.  Mr. 

Chair, we welcome today’s democratic exercise which opens the floor for 

increased transparency, accountability and collaboration as we continue to serve 

the people of our beloved country.  I thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Mr. Minister. 

Question proposed:  That Head 77 stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $745,186,000 for Head 77: Ministry 

of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries is comprised of moneys proposed for 
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expenditure under the following Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft 

Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure, the Draft Estimates of Revenue and 

Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies and of the Tobago House 

of Assembly and the Draft Estimates of Development Programme.  We shall now 

consider the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.   

Members, we are at Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure, Recurrent 

Expenditure, page 323.  I recognize the Member for Couva North.  Item 001: 

General Administration. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and a pleasant good morning 

to the hon. Minister and other Ministers in the Ministry and members of staff, PS 

and other members of the staff at the Ministry.  Moving on to line Item 01: Salaries 

and Cost of Living Allowance.  Minister, last year when we sat here and the former 

Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries was questioned about this line Item, 

which the Estimate at the 2022 was presented to us, it was approximately $996,000 

less than the previous year and the Minister stated that this was because of the 

adjustment made in the policy changes regarding the filling of vacancies.  Minister, 

this morning we are seeing for this line Item there is now an increase of $3 million.  

Can you advise us if there have been any changes to the policy direction within this 

Ministry with respect to this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Sir. Thank you, Member for Couva North.  In fiscal 

2021—2022, the Public Service Commission filled offices in administrative, 

clerical, secretarial, professional and technical classes.  It is anticipated that in 

fiscal 2022—2023, vacant offices in the supplemental estate police, administrative, 

professional and technical classes will be filled by the Commission, thereby 

strengthening the human resource needs in the Ministry to enable us to fulfill our 
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client service delivery in the agriculture sector. 

Mr. Chairman:  Follow up, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Mr. Minister.  Mr. Minister, with regard to this 

$3million proposed increase for fiscal 2023, can you advise the number of vacant 

positions you expect to fill in the upcoming financial year?  

Hon. Hosein:  200, Member; 200.    

Mr. Ratiram:  Two hundred.  Minister, moving on to line Item 03: Overtime -

Monthly Paid Officers.  This line Item, what we see is it shows an increase of 

$500,000.  The Estimate for 2022 was $50,000.  It was a reduction to the 2021 

figures and the former Minister explained that the Ministry was looking closely 

with respect to overtime and that is why there was a reduction in last year’s 

allocation.  However, what we are seeing you are proposing is you are proposing 

now an increase of $500,000, which is 10 times more than what was estimated in 

2022.  Can you explain why such a significant figure is being placed for overtime, 

when it is that the policy that was explained to us last year was a more stringent 

management of overtime within the Ministry? 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you, Member, Couva 

North.  Arrears of overtime to be paid for the period 2021 to September 2022 is for 

the supplemental police. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Outstanding payments to supplemental police and that is what this 

figure—   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram: All right. And will this— 

Hon. Hosein: As you know, supplemental police is something we are working 

feverishly at the Ministry.  
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Mr. Ratiram: Will this figure be sufficient to clear all the outstanding arrears?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, it will, it will.   

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  So then I will say then that it is still the Ministry’s 

position to manage the overtime bill with respect to these— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.  I think the Ministry has competent staff to manage properly 

and under my watch, they know how to operate. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly, Minister.  Moving on to line Item 05: 

Government’s Contribution to N.I.S.  Minister, with the expectation of bringing on 

200 new persons as you indicated under line Item 01, what we are seeing, however, 

is a decrease in the Government’s contribution of 209,500.  Can you explain the 

disparity there, where you are looking to increase staff but you are decreasing the 

Government’s contribution to NIS? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, the allocation is sufficient for now but only when we bring on 

the new staff they will start paying the NIS.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So, with the existing Revised Estimate of what you have in the 

system, it is $4.67 million for 2022, but we are starting at a point with less than the 

actual Revised Estimate.  If it is in addition to the Revised Estimate you are 

looking to increase, one would anticipate that the contribution or the allocation in 

this line Item would surpass the Revised Estimate. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister.  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, thank you, Sir.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Once it is filled 

and the money is utilized we would have to go back to the mid-year review to ask 

for additional funding. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, noted, Mr. Minister.  Moving on to— 
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Mr. Chairman:  You have more on the same Item?   

Mr. Ratiram:  No, another line Item.   

Mr. Chairman:  Go ahead, proceed.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Moving on to line Item 14: Remuneration to members of Cabinet-

Appointed Committees.  Minister, I see that we had allocated $120,000 and it was 

revised at $124,000.  Can you advise us what this Cabinet-Appointed Committee 

was responsible for?  

10.15 a.m.  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, Member for Couva North.  The allocation sufficient was based 

on current needs, and this is for the committee for World Food Day—World Food 

Day committee.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you tell us a little more of the work of this committee, 

how it has benefit farmers and fisherfolks out there?  What are the deliverables of 

this committee to the benefit of the farming committee and the fishing committee? 

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, I assure you I will put it in writing and 

give it to you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly, Minister.  Moving on to line Item 20: 

Government’s Contribution to Group Health.  Minister, what we are seeing here in 

this line Item is almost a double where the Estimate for 2022 was 206, but we have 

450,000, an increase of 198,000 from the Revised Estimate to the 2023 allocation.  

Can you explain the reason for this increase?  

Mr. Chairman:  Mr. Minister—  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you.   

Mr. Chairman:—line Item 20. 

Hon. Hosein:  20?  “Oh”, 20 yes.  Allocations sufficient based on the current 
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needs.  Some workers have moved from single coverage to family coverage.  

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  Thank you.  Thank you, Minister.  And, Minister, with 

respect to line Item 29: Overtime - Daily-Rated Workers, again we see an increase 

here of 290,000.  Can you advise if there are also outstanding arrears that this 

increase is to pay?   

Hon. Hosein:  Chairman, there is an arrears, yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And this increase is going to take care of all outstanding arrears?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Members. Item 002: Agriculture, page 324.  Proceed, 

Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, moving on to line 

Item 01: Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance.  From the Actual 2021, we see 

$36.3 million.  What is being estimated in the 2023 fiscal term is $38 million, a 

million-plus increase there.  Can the Minister advise the reason for this increase in 

the 2023 fiscal allocation?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  The additional funding will facilitate outstanding arrears 

payments. 

Mr. Ratiram:  This is salaries and—what is the outstanding arrears on?  

Hon. Hosein:  These were for the acting arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  Thank you, Minister.  Minister, line Item 02—  

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sorry?  No, that is fine enough.  That is fine enough.  Wages and 

C.O.L.A., line Item 02.  What we are seeing under this line Item, Mr. Minister, is 

an increase for $4.2 million.  Can you explain the reason for that $4.2 million 
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increase there?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, this is for filling of vacant posts to be 

completed within this fiscal year. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise on the positions that you are referring to, the 

vacant posts?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, in fiscal 2022/2023, it is anticipated that 

the vacant offices would be permanently filled, hence the increase in allocation for 

this fiscal.  Daily-paid officers under five divisions: Agri services, 291; ETIS, 15; 

RAN, 142; RAS, 130; Research, 193; and it is a total of 771 staff members. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  Minister, looking at line Item 03 

with respect to Overtime, what we are seeing here under this line Item is an 

increase of $1.3 million.  Can you explain the reason for such significant increase 

in overtime? 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you, Member for Couva North.  

Arrears for this period January 2022 to September 2022 was the Research Division 

of the plant quarantine officers.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And that is?  

Hon. Hosein:  That is the arrears. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, you still with us or you have more? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Moving on.   

Mr. Chairman:  Go ahead.  Proceed. 

Mr. Ratiram:  No. 

Mr. Chairman:  “Oh”.  Okay, sure.  Item 003: Animal Production and Health.  

Proceed, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Minister, line Item 01.  Under 
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the line Item can you identify the number of vacant positions that exist in this 

Division under Animal Production and Health; and if you would be kind enough to 

share with us those vacant positions?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  Sorry, Member for Couva North.  Currently there are 25 

staff members, includes veterinary officers, anti-rabies unit, medical lab technician, 

et cetera. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, and the number of vacant positions under this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—Member for Couva North, and I will give you the rest 

in writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Oh, this what you called out there, the 25 members is the 25 vacant 

positions?  You have vacant positions also in the Anti-Rabies Unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, there are currently 25 staff members. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  But the number of vacant positions you will provide us with 

that in writing?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  Minister, line Item 01 and line Item 02.  Also in line 

Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A., can you provide us the number of vacant positions 

for that line Item also?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  Chairman—well, currently there are 190 staff members and I 

will also put it in writing for the balance. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister.  Under these two line Items here where we will 

have the anti-rabies staff, the vets, it was brought to my attention, Minister, in 

terms of the support to staff for the vets and those who provide the vaccination, the 

anti-rabies, also in terms of the projected planning for this unit that there seems to 

be some challenges with respect to vacant positions and not sufficient support.  
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Because it was anticipated the rabies outbreak that happens every 10 years to 

happen somewhere around 2020 and because it is that there was not proper 

vaccination programme put in place from 2020 coming up, what we would have 

experienced earlier this year in 2022 is we will have an outbreak of the rabies and 

it is basically matching the bat population with the animals being vaccinated on a 

timely basis to prevent this kind of spread of rabies. Can you identify what are 

some of the issues or the challenges that you have picked up under these line Items 

that you intend to fix in the up going fiscal term?  In going forward how can you 

provide some solutions so that we would not have a reoccurrence in the future?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, I will give you the opportunity to respond, right? But 

remember we are dealing with staff here not necessarily with regard to what the 

Member has said, but I will give you the opportunity to give a little feedback on 

the question posed. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you.  Sure.  Just like you, Member for Couva North, this 

came to my attention and I am feverishly dealing with it.  That is why you see in 

the report we asked for more money to deal with it and we got the money.  So we 

are liaising right now with the University of the West Indies and the veterinarian 

services to further help us to go forward, but you are correct.  It was brought to our 

attention and as soon as it was brought to our attention, I decided to act on it 

immediately. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  And, Minister, taking into 

consideration that you as the Minister is fully aware of the situation, has any 

system or programme been put in place to provide support for farmers who have 

lost their animals as a result of the Ministry failing to complete the vaccination 

programme in a timely manner?  
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Mr. Chairman:  Now, again, Member for Couva North, we are going into other 

aspects of this particular meeting which is—I know the Minister would have given 

you a response.  

Mr. Ratiram:  With respect to the staff, Mr. Chair, if I could help you there 

because I think the Minister might understand what I am talking about with respect 

to the staff. 

Mr. Chairman:  That is it, because remember we are dealing with staff.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yeah.  Do we have sufficient staff, in terms of support staff, to 

provide the necessary support to go out to the farmers, whether it is to fill out the 

grant form to help the farmers then to get back on their feet because farmers have 

lost their animals?  Some farmers were depending on these animals as their 

livelihood.  They would have spent—  

Hon. Hosein:  And you right again.  

Mr. Ratiram:—a lot sweat, blood and tears. 

Hon. Hosein:  You are right again.  And what we did, Mr. Chairman, we decided 

to ramp up the staff and increase more staff to deal with this situation. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla, you had your hand up.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  To the hon. Minister: the vacant positions, are 

any of these new staff for the snake venom extraction unit for Sangre Grande?  

Mr. Chairman:  Now, again— 

Dr. Ragbir:  In Sangre Grande, we have the snake venoms there.  I know there is a 

lot of problem with these snake venom. 

Hon. Hosein:  Hon. Members, I will have to give it to you in writing. 

Dr. Ragbir:  So, could we find out if there is a—because I am been told in Sangre 

Grande sometimes it is an issue.  
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Mr. Chairman:  Minister, you have a respone or you will provide it in writing 

instead?  

Hon. Hosein:  Before I go into writing, I would just like to inform the Member— 

Mr. Chairman:  I will give you the opportunity. 

Hon. Hosein:  I was advised just now—because I am very close relationship with 

the administrative arm in the Ministry, I was advised that it does not fall under the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  It falls under the Ministry of Health, 

but I will still give it to you in writing.   

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you.  I appreciate it. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 004: Horticulture, and we are on page 325. Member for 

Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman. I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A.  Minister, 

there is an increase of $930,000 under this line Item.  Can you explain the reason 

for this increase?  

Hon. Hosein:  Sure, Member for Couva North.  Filling of the vacant posts is 

expected to be completed within the fiscal. And in fiscal 2022 to 2023, it is 

anticipated that vacant offices will be permanently filled hence the increase in the 

allocations for this fiscal.  Currently, there are 165 staff members. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Mr.  Minister.  Mr. Minister, under line Item 01 and 

line Item 02, would you be kind enough to provide us with the vacant positions 

that exist within the Ministry?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, I will provide it in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Moving on.  Item 006: Surveys and Mapping, pages 325 and 326.  

Couva North. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  To the hon Minister: 

Minister, line Item 01, under Surveys and Mapping, the Salaries and the Cost of 

Living Allowance, there is an increase of $245,000 there.  Can you indicate if this 

increase is to recruit additional staff and what position?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  Yes, Mr. Chairman, thank you.  Positions expected to be filled 

fall within professional and technical classes.  Currently, there are 128 staff 

members. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And the number of vacant positions?  

Hon. Hosein:  I will provide that in writing to you too, Member.   

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  And those vacant positions, what is expected to be filled 

this fiscal term and perhaps the next fiscal term?   

Hon. Hosein:  Right.  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you for both line Item 01 and line Item 02.  

Hon. Hosein:  I will take a note of it here.  

Mr. Chairman:  Item 007: Land Management, page 326.  Couva North, proceed. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.  Minister, can you advise us under line Item 01 

how many persons are employed in this Division?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Can you repeat the question?  

Mr. Ratiram:  The number of persons employed under line Item 01?   

Mr. Chairman:  How many persons employed?  

Hon. Hosein:  One person acting which is the Commissioner of State Lands. 

Mr. Ratiram:  One person acting.  That is the only full-time monthly paid staff we 

have there? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  
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Mr. Ratiram:  All the other positions will be on contract employment?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  All right. 

Mr. Chairman:  Couva North, you still on the floor? 

Mr. Ratiram:  No, that is it. 

10.30 a.m.  

Mr. Chairman:  Item 008: Fisheries, pages 326 and 327.  Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much.  Minister, under line Item 01, there is a 

difference in the Estimate for 2022 versus the Revised Estimate of approximately 

$310,000.  Can you explain the reason for this difference of $310,000 in the 

Revised Estimate? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is for filling vacant posts in this fiscal. And in fiscal 2022 to 

2023, it is anticipated that the vacant offices will be permanently filled hence the 

increase in the allocations for this fiscal.  Currently, there are 208 staff members 

paid under this Vote. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, the increase that we saw from the Estimate of 2022 to 

the Revised Estimate of 2022 was to fill vacant posts?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  But what we are seeing now in 2023 is a decrease of $210,000 

from the Revised Estimate.  So, is it that we intend to send home, lay off or 

persons are expected to retire?   

Hon. Hosein:  Member, there were arrears in the last fiscal to be paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Arrears on?  

Hon. Hosein:  Acting appointments. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Thank you, Minister.  Line Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A., 
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there is an increase in the allocation of $276,000.  Can the Minister advise the 

reason for that increase? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is for filling of vacant posts. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you tell us which vacant post is expected to be filled?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, I will have to put that in writing for you.  

I have to know the exact post. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, thank you very much, Minister. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 010: Forestry, page 327.  Recognize you, Member for 

Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 01 with respect to Salaries and Cost of Living 

Allowance under the Forestry Division and I see, Minister, that from 2022 

Estimate of $20 million, the Revised Estimate was $24.587 million.  That is a 

significant increase of $4.58 million in the Revised Estimate.  Can you explain the 

reason for such a significant increase?  

Mr. Chairman:  Increase you said?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Increase from 2022 Estimate to the Revised Estimate of 2022. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay. 

Hon. Hosein:  This is for game wardens, the hiring of game wardens and payment 

of arrears also. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Did we hire more game wardens in 2022?  Because the Minister 

told us that we hired 25 game wardens in 2021, and that is what was explained to 

us in the 2021 SFC.  So, from 2021 after those persons were recruited, did we hire 

more in this fiscal term?  

Hon. Hosein:  More were hired and they have a total of 28 now. 



17 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Mr. Ratiram:  I would like to believe that we would have adhered to the process 

in the public service with respect to the recruitment of these officers.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, would you be able to provide us in writing the 

advertisement for the recruitment of these officers, when it was advertised and 

when it is they actually were interviewed?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, the Service Commissions handles those 

recruitments. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So a request would have made to Service Commissions from the 

Forestry Division? 

Hon. Hosein:  From the Ministry.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Would you be able to provide us with that piece of correspondence 

then?  Would you be able to provide us with when that correspondence took place?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right. And taking into consideration the Revised Estimate of 

24.587 for fiscal 2022 Revised Estimate, 2023 fiscal has a decrease of 1.587.  Can 

you explain the reason for the decrease?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister.  We are at 01: Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance 

under 010: Forestry.  The reason for the decrease. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  This is for filling of vacancies and it would 

not be completed until 2023.  Currently, there are 245 staff members paid under 

this Vote. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, we plan to fill in this fiscal year and we are decreasing the 

Revised Estimate?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, this is for Forester I, II and III. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  I am trying to explain what it is you are saying there, Minister.  

What I am asking is that the Revised Estimate in 2023 was $24.587 million.  

However, the Estimate for 2023 is $23 million. So, there is a decrease in the 

Revised Estimate of 2022 versus what we have projected in going forward.  So, 

how can we be decreasing the Vote when it is we intend to bring on more persons?  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  I just got the answer for the Member for 

Couva North and they intend to fill these vacancies next year. 

Mr. Ratiram:  In 2024? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, the recommendations are with the Service Commissions right 

now.  

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, so I guess in the mid-year perhaps we might see 

something happening in the mid-year if it is that we are prepared to fill the vacant 

position and need to come back. 

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, I want to assure you that you will see a 

lot happening in the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, can we move on to line Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A., 

and can you explain for us the number of vacant positions under this line Item?  

Mr. Chairman:  02: Wages?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, 02. 

Hon. Hosein:  I will provide you with the vacant post in writing but I will let you 

know, Member for Couva North, in fiscal 2022 to 2023, it is anticipated that the 

vacant offices will be permanently filled, hence the increase in the allocation for 

this fiscal.  Currently, there are 208 staff members paid under this Vote. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, we are seeing in the 2022 Estimate, it was estimated at 
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$45 million, however, what we are seeing estimated for 2023, there is only $43 

million.  Can you explain to us the reason for that difference of $2 million in the 

2022 Estimate versus the 2023 Estimate?   

Hon. Hosein:  I will put it in writing for you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I am just going back to line Item 01, Forestry 

Division, hon. Minister.  Just a question, I do not know whether it would fall under 

this line Item but one of the things that contributes to flooding is the forest when 

you have overgrown bushes and branches and trees fallen.  What I am asking is, 

does this fall under the Item where people clean the course in the forest or this is 

another line Item in terms of clearing the watercourses inside the forest which 

contributes to flooding?  

Hon. Hosein:  I am advised, Member, that it does not fall in this particular area. 

Dr. Ragbir:  Well, maybe when it comes up again, we can actually address that.  

Thank you, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I would like to refer the Minister’s 

attention to line Item 14: Remuneration to members of Cabinet-Appointed 

Committee.  Minister, in 2022, there was an increase in the Estimate from the 

previous year to 800,000 but what we are seeing in the Revised Estimate is a 

further increase of an additional $200,000 bringing the figure up to $1,022,500.  

Can you advise us what this Cabinet-appointed committee does, what is the 

purpose of this Cabinet-appointed committee and how this committee would have 

benefited, again, the fishing and farming community?  

Hon. Hosein:  This has been for all arrears to be paid and also the wildlife 
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conservation committee, a management committee for the Caroni Lagoon National 

Park and the Bird Sanctuary, all up for renewal.  This expired on April 16, 2022. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, can you also advise us who were the members of this 

Cabinet-appointed committee and the remuneration that they received?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, I will provide it in writing definitely. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The deliverables completed by the committee reports and findings 

if it is that they would have made recommendations in going forward also, would 

you be kind enough to provide us with it?   

Hon. Hosein:  Definitely.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly, Minister.  Moving on, Chair, yeah.  

Moving on to line Item 30: Allowances.   

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.  Minister, Allowances – Daily-Rated, the Actual 

spend in 2021 for this line Item was $485,945. However the Revised Estimate of 

2022 is $780,000.  Can you explain the reason for the increase in the Revised 

Estimate of 2022 versus what was actually spent in 2021?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North and this is to pay arrears and it was paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I recognize that there is a lot of arrears. I hope that these 

outstanding arrears do not demotivate the employees within the Ministry because 

having to sit and wait to get what is owed to you, it can be depressing and 

frustrating.  Looking at the reduction in this line Item of $280,000, there is a 

decrease of $280,000 where the Estimate for 2023 is now $500,000.  Can you 

advise if this will be sufficient to fulfil the needs of this line Item for our daily-

rated workers, the allowances? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, it will be sufficient.  
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Mr. Ratiram:  And it will clear all the outstanding arrears also? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services; Item 001: General 

Administration, page 328.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Travelling and Subsistence.  From the Actual 

spend in 2021, which was $2.5 million, this figure has been revised in 2022 and 

has increased in 2023 up to $3 million.  Minister, can you explain the reason for 

the increase from 2021 to now?  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  This is to facilitate the arrears of travelling 

claims which were paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, there is no outstanding arrears?  So then looking at the Estimate 

for 2022, which was 2.3 million, what we are seeing estimated in 2023 is $700,000 

more, bringing that estimate to $3 million.  So, is it that we still have arrears in 

2023 that need to be cleared?  

Hon. Hosein:  No, that was arrears supposed to be paid and it was paid then. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, in going forward, what is the reason for the increase in the line 

Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  There are also some arrears for fiscal 2023. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, there are more outstanding arrears?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And again, Minister, I beg of you to please address this issue 

because it can be something very frustrating and demotivating to the employees 

having to wait and wait on what is owed to them.  Can you advise us the number of 
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persons that this line Item—the number of travelling officers within the Ministry 

that this line item facilitates?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, I want to, again, let you know, I 

understand, we understand the frustration with payments and so on and that is why 

we asked for the increase so it could be paid.   

10.45 a.m.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  Can you advise us the number of persons 

that this line Item takes into consideration, the number of employees?  

Hon. Hosein:  It comprises of the head office, engineering and praedial larceny. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And this arrears that is being owed to the praedial larceny officers, 

can you advise how long this arrears has been?  Is it within just this fiscal year 

gone by, or is it over the years, for the last six years we have arrears piled up?  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  This is arrears for two months. 

Mr. Ratiram:  For two months? 

Hon. Hosein:  For two months. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, all arrears from the previous fiscal years have been cleared? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I would like to move your attention to line Item 04:  

Electricity.  What we are seeing here under this line Item, in 2022 we have a 

Revised Estimate from $285,000 to $11.4 million.  That is a significant Revised 

Estimate versus what was estimated.  Can you explain what caused this significant 

increase?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears paid for the entire Ministry. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And this areas was for what period? 

Hon. Hosein:  Four years of accumulated. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Four years of accumulated arrears came up to approximately—

when you look at the Estimate and the Revised Estimate, four years of arrears 

came up to approximately $11 million. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  And this is the entire Ministry, all the offices all over. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, this is not just general administration? 

Hon. Hosein:  No. 

Mr. Ratiram:  We lumped it into the general administration. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Thank you, Minister.  And can you advise the reason for the 

increase in the line Item 05:  Telephones, moving from $3.6 million in 2021 to 

$9.8 million in 2023? 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  Outstanding arrears to be paid.  Partial 

payment made from October 2021 to September 2022.     

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, line Item 07: House Rates, the Estimate for 2022 was 

$110,000.  However, the Revised Estimate was $4.5 million.  That is a substantial 

difference there, Minister.  Can you explain the reason for that? 

Mr. Chairman:  07, you are on?   

Mr. Ratiram:  07. 

Mr. Chairman:  We have no figures there. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sorry, 06. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Water and Sewerage Authority. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Water and Sewerage Authority. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  Most of the arrears were paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, again that is arrears there?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  And as you see, Member, there is a lot of arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, I recognize that.  I recognize that there is a lot of arrears. I do 

not know the former Minister of Agriculture was really doing for him to put you in 

this position.  It is really a sad state of affairs. But I recognize the work that you are 

putting into the Ministry and I wish you all the success in your endeavours.    

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  You do not need five minutes for that, Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Looking at line Item: 06, also we moved from 2021 Estimate of 

$50,000.  In 2023, we are at $1 million.  Are there still further arrears to be 

cleared?  What is the reason for this increase from $50,000 to $1 million? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Again, Member for Couva North, this is arrears.  We paid some and 

we still have to pay more. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Some more arrears. 

Hon. Hosein:  More arrears.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And Minister, would this $1 million satisfy all the outstanding 

arrears, or will we still have more arrears in the next fiscal term?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  This will be sufficient. 

Mr. Ratiram:  This would be sufficient.  And, Minister, if it is that the Actual 

spend of 2021 was $50,000, $4.5 million is a significant amount of arrears. Is it 

that we lumped all the arrears in all the various divisions again into one line Item 

here?  Or is it that there have been several years of outstanding arrears that has 

totalled to the 4.5?  

Hon. Hosein:  Four years, Member for Couva North, across.  
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Mr. Ratiram:  Four years across all the different divisions in the Ministry?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, Minister, I take note.  I would say that this is really payment 

to WASA.  Is this payment to WASA here or what?  And these kind of arrears is 

putting the other organizations in a difficult position also.  So, moving on to—  

Mr. Chairman:  Next line Item, Member? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. Moving on to line Item 09: Rent/Lease - Vehicles and 

Equipment.  Minister, can you advise us whether it was vehicle, whether it was 

equipment?  What this line Item was utilized for in 2022? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  Member for Couva North, this is not 

vehicles.  This is for equipment.  In this case, it is for photocopiers, rental of five 

photocopiers. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Rental of copiers.  All right, Minister.  Minister, line Item 10: 

Office Stationary and Supplies under General Administration.  What we are seeing 

here is an increase from the Actual 2021 of $239,000.  We have increased in 2022 

and in 2023, we are moving to $500,000.  Can you advise what is the policy of the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries with respect to moving towards a 

paperless environment?  Can you advise if it is that we are digitizing the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and we are going to move to towards less 

stationary? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, we intend to do that, Member for Couva North.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Because what I have observed here is this is a significant increase, 

Minister.  Is it that we have outstanding bills being owed to suppliers of stationary 

that we have this increase of $195,000 from the Revised Estimate to what is 
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estimated in this year?  Can you explain the reason for that increase? 

Hon. Hosein:  Sorry, Member for Couva, I do not know if you could repeat?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. What I am asking, this $500,000 that is being estimated for 

2023, represents an increase of $195,200 to the 2022 Revised Estimate.  Can you 

explain what that increase in the 2023 allocation represents?  Is it that we have 

outstanding bills being owed to suppliers?  Or is it that we expect to purchase more 

paper? 

Hon. Hosein:  Member for Couva North, generally, across the board what we have 

noticed at the Ministry, the cost went up for the supplies.  Hence the reason for 

that.  But we intend to go paperless.  We have started the process already.  

Meetings have been held so far with the Ministry of Digital Transformation and 

there is a follow up, I think, in a couple months’ time; the shortest possible time we 

should go in that direction. 

Mr. Ratiram:  We would go in that direction.  So next year when we return here 

at this SFC what we should be seeing here hopefully would be a reduction in this 

Vote?  

Hon. Hosein:  Well, I want to give you a better assurance, by the time we come 

for the mid-year review, we should have something in hand. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Mr.Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, I am just trying to 

compose myself on that line Item 06.  There are two areas that definitely do not 

have arrears.  That is Marper Farms and the Nariva Swamp.  I think the hon. 

Minister knows those two agricultural stations have no pipe-borne water.  So I am 

praying and hoping that in fiscal year 2023, those two stations could get a pipe-

borne water supply and maybe they could be in arrears. But I would appreciate it.  
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Thank you. 

Hon. Hosein:  Member, I would definitely look into it.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Obliged. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Mr.Chair.  Mr. Chair, I want to go back to 06 and 04.  

That is Water and Sewerage Rates and Electricity.  My colleague raised the issue 

previously about the size of the arrears and you indicated some of them traverse 

back for as many as four years.  Minister, can you advise this Committee what 

would have caused these arrears in the first place so, that we do not have to have 

them going forward again?  Because these are substantial arrears for state 

companies, one of which is on the chopping block right know, because of 

operational issues, which would have included revenue income. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  We got insufficient funding in the previous years. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  And this is for the entire Ministry.  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr.Chairman.  Minister, I would like to 

refer your attention to line Item 16.  Chair, may I continue?  Thank you, thank you.  

Minister, with respect to this line Item 16:  Contract Employment, what we are 

seeing here is a decrease of $464,100.  Can you explain the reason for this decrease 

in Contract Employment?  

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  Some of these contracts would have come 

to an end and some of the employees would have moved on to short-term 

contracts.  We had 69 positions filled, 85 vacant and 152 positions expired.  That is 
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the breakdown. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, when you said short-term contract, you are referring to 

short-term employment? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, yes.  Short-term employment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  I would like to go to that line Item, with respect to 

Short-term Employment.  Because what I am seeing here is a reduction also in this 

line Item of $626,300.  And if persons are moving away from contract employment 

into short-term employment, what we would expect to see is an increase there.  

Can you explain the reason for the decrease of $626,000? 

Hon. Hosein:  There was a reduction in the level of expenditure under Short-term 

Employment not renewing.  The STA personnel 2022 to 2023, 66 STA personnel; 

PLS, that is the Praedial Larceny Squad, 30 constables, 84 total; 8 corporals, 14 

total; 3 sergeants, 5 total; 1 inspector and 2 total.  The praedial larceny will move 

from short-term to contract employment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister—well, before we go into that other thing, just 

specifically dealing with the figures in front of us for now—can you explain for us 

the reason for the difference in the Estimate under line Item 22 and line Item 16:  

Short-term Employment and Contract Employment?  When we look at what was 

estimated in 2022, we had $6.1 million.  But there is a Revised Estimate of $10.4 

million under the Short-term Employment.  Can you explain the reason for that 

significant increase in Short-term Employment? 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chair.  This was a reactivated Vote for the Praedial 

Larceny Squad to address the shortfall under the DP. 

Mr. Ratiram:  A shortfall under the DP? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, it was addressed for the shortfall under the DP. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  So, is it that praedial larceny was being paid under DP?  

Hon. Hosein:  Recurrent.  Presently, recurrent and it is going to DP. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Praedial larceny is being paid under recurrent, short-term and you 

are moving that now to DP.  What security of tenure is being offered to these 

praedial larceny officers?  Because we are hearing a lot of issues from a human 

resource standpoint that the praedial larceny officers have been complaining.  

From since 2016 to now, the praedial larceny have been complaining about a lot of 

issues with respect to what they have been faced with; industrial relations issues.  

They have no sick leave.  They have no vacation leave.  Officers have not been 

allowed to negotiate their own contracts and there is a significant disparity in the 

salaries also.  Because we have constables being paid at different scales, where 

there is no fixed scale for constables.  The corporals, the sergeants are being paid at 

different scales, Minister.   

This is something affecting the morale of the entire Praedial Larceny Squad, 

depending on outstanding human resource matters.  And we got commitment from 

the former Minister of Agriculture, that these are issues he was working on and he 

was going to move them onto more long-term contracts.  Can you, as we are on 

this topic, advise when these human resource issues that the praedial larceny 

officers are facing, when these issues are going to be addressed?  

11.00 a.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  Mr. Minister, before we respond, again, the human resource 

aspect of it, yes, I know the link that you are trying to create. 

Mr. Ratiram:  That is under this line Item, Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hold on, hold on.  Hold on.  So, again, I will give you the 

opportunity as the Minister, you know, just to make a response to the Member.  



30 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Proceed. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  Member for Couva North, I am here now, I 

have met with the Praedial Larceny Squad, I am taking a serious look at it.  That is 

hence the reason I asked for more money for the praedial larceny and I received it, 

and we are going to deal with it.  This has a lot to do with the Service 

Commissions, which I am interacting with them right now.  As a matter of fact, 

Friday we are meeting—Friday we are meeting concerning this—terms and 

conditions with the CPO for the praedial larceny. 

Mr. Chairman:  Next line Item. 

Mr. Ratiram:  That is deeply appreciated, Minister, and I am hoping that when we 

return the this Committee that the promises that we have been hearing for the last 

seven years will be a thing of the past, in moving forward under your stewardship 

in the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  

I would like to draw your attention to line Item 13:  Maintenance of 

Vehicles.  Minister, the Actual spend in 2021 was $527,693, this figure was 

downsized in 2022 to only $356,000, and there would have been an increase in the 

Revised Estimate of $409,900.  Minister, under this line Item, the Maintenance of 

Vehicles, the praedial larceny vehicles would fall under line Item also.  And we 

have also received complaints that there are no functional vehicles in south and 

central Trinidad with respect to the praedial larceny unit.  Can you advise and shed 

some light?  I see there is an increase of $1 million under this line Item in going 

forward.  Can you advise what is the status with respect to the fleet of vehicles 

assigned to the praedial larceny unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  Same thing you heard, Member, I heard, and I acted on it 

immediately. Hence the reason I asked for funding under this Item, so the praedial 
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larceny could get the vehicles up and running, and they are down for simple things. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And, Minister, can you advise if these vehicles have wireless 

communication with the TTPS also?  If these vehicles are outfitted with radio 

communication for the TTPS? 

Hon. Hosein:  This will be addressed under the DP for the wireless 

communication. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And at present, there is not any functional? 

Hon. Hosein:  At present, not to my knowledge.  No, no. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And again, Minister, on behalf of the officers of the praedial 

larceny unit, when they go out there to deal with situations they are basically going 

blinded.  They are going to deal with bandits, they are going to deal with criminal 

elements, they are going to deal with people who are stealing.  Sometime these 

thieves go armed on the location.  And if it is that there would have been police 

intervention in the area where an issue of crime would have taken place, police 

communicate using their wireless device, so that all police units from throughout 

the different regions will know what is happening.  So if back up is coming in to 

that area, they know what to expect, if the bandits are armed and dangerous 

bandits.  What we have is we have praedial larceny officers going out into areas 

where crime is taking place— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, Member.  

Mr. Ratiram: —and they have no radio communication— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And they are blinded. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Couva North, you have said the same thing on three 

different occasions. Right.   We move on. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Line Item. 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 27:  Official Overseas Travel.  Minister, from an 

Actual spend—well, in the 2022 Estimate, there is an increase from $50,000 to 

$247,000 in the Revised Estimate.  Can you explain the reason for this increase in 

the Overseas Travel?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  Thank you, again, Member for Couva North.  And we have 

now more, as the COVID restriction has lifted, we have more face-to-face 

connection with meetings and so on. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, would that be the reason for increasing this Vote even further 

to $500,000 for Overseas Travel?  Is this line Item also, this Overseas Travel—

who are the officers that this Vote caters for? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Member, this is for the heads of divisions and the Conservator of 

Forests; the conventions they go to, the Wetlands Convention, the Ramsar 

Convention. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And the Ministers also?  Are the Ministers under this line Item?  

The overseas travel for Ministers?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister.  Well, I would like to also advise you to pay 

close attention to this line Item, when we are seeing this increase of 252,000 with 

respect to the overseas travel, taking into consideration recently what we have seen 

coming out into the public domain with respect to the Prime Minister, and the 
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amount of moneys that the Prime Minister is using for overseas travel and then 

sometime he goes overseas and he holds a Zoom meeting. 

Mr. Chairman:  Again, Member, we are dealing with the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Land and Fisheries,  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, I would just like you to pay a close eye on this 

overseas travel— 

Mr. Chairman:  New line Item, Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:—when it is that we can utilize the technology of course.  One thing 

COVID-19 has thought us Minister is we can operate with the use of technology.  

And we can save a lot of taxpayers’ dollars that can be used elsewhere to help with 

cleaning drains, to help with praedial larceny, to help with access roads.  So, what I 

am simply asking of you, hon. Minister, while I understand that the restrictions 

have been left lifted and the opportunity exists now for a lot of more overseas 

travel, for us to also pay a close eye to this and where it is we can utilize the 

technology, of course, we use the technology to the benefit of our taxpayers. 

Mr. Chairman:  Point made and accepted, hon. Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  I would like to move onto another line Item, Chair. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, I would give you the opportunity to respond. 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, Member for Couva North, that is why when these Items come 

to me for travel abroad, I sit with the Permanent Secretary and there must be—

unless is a dying need, we do not have to travel.  The technology, as you said, and 

everybody knows the COVID taught us virtual. 

Mr. Chairman:  Next line Item, Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  Line Item 28:  Other Contracted Services.  There is an Actual 

spend in 2021 of $2.8 million and it was estimated at 2.4.  Minister, can you advise 
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us under this line Item what are some of the contracted service that this line Item 

caters for? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, 28. 

Hon. Hosein:  This is for servicing of two generators, payment to Flow for cable 

facilities, service and maintenance for sewer systems, service to BMS systems 

which monitors security and electrical systems, and service contracts approved by 

the Permanent Secretary. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you.  Thank you very much, Minister.  And several of these 

service contracts that you would have explained there, would more or less be 

recurring services contracts.  What we are seeing here is an increase of $4 million 

in this line Item, can you explain what this $4 million is allocated towards? 

Hon. Hosein:  I would have to give you this in writing, Member, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Moving on, Minister, to line Item 23:  Fees.  In fiscal 2022 

expenditure on this line Item was increased to $4 million and the Revised Estimate, 

we have $5.3 million.  This year a further increase is seen in the amount of 

$2,650,000 for a total in the 2023 Estimate of $8 million in fees.  Minister, can you 

indicate what has accounted for this sharp increase given the Actual in 2021 was 

only $3.3 million? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you.  It has to do with the National Flour Mills, which is 

$400,000 per month, plus arrears for the period April 2022 to September 2022, 

legal fees, and SharePoint certificate licence. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you provide us with a breakdown of the service providers who 

those fees were paid to? All right. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, this will be provided. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you. And the period in which they would have provided the 

necessary service?  All right.  Another line Item. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, line Item 12:  Materials and Supplies.  Just one second. 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  Minister, I am seeing—sorry, the increase of $144,000, can 

you explain the reason for this increase also?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you, Chairman.  This Member, this for core functions for 

chemicals for cleaning, fuel for pumps at Plum Mitan. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And I would like to move to line Item 96:  Fuel.  Minister, there is 

an increase here of $513,000 in this line Item. The Actual spend and the Revised 

Estimates are similar for 2021/2022, but we are seeing an almost double in 2023.  

Can you advise the reason for this increase?  

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the rise in cost of fuel. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Two times? 100 per cent increase.  So, is it that you are expecting 

another increase during the fiscal year because fuel did not increase by 100 per 

cent.  So, is it something that we have not heard? 

Hon. Hosein:  It is not just fuel, Member.  It is also lubricants also, oil, et cetera. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  Minister, moving onto line Item 66:  Hosting 

of Conference Seminars and other Functions.  From the Estimate of $50,000, we 

have a Revised Estimate of $215,000.  A significant increase from the Estimate to 

the Revised Estimate in 2022.  Can you explain the reason for this increase in the 

Revised Estimate? 

Mr. Chairman:  Line Item 66, page 328. 
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Hon. Hosein:  This was for during the COVID period where we were hosting 

more online events.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise us on which events you are referring?  Or can you 

put it in writing if it is you do not have that information now? 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And we will get a breakdown of the expenditure for those events? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, we will breakdown everything. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, could you provide it? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The service providers, the payees, and what they were paid for. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  Minister, moving on to line Item 

43:  Security Services. From the 2022 Estimate of $500,000, there is a significant 

increase here to $11.3 million in Security Services.  Can you advise what is the 

reason for this increase from $500,000 to $11.3 million?  

11.15 a.m. 

Hon. Hosein:  This has to include all the arrears and is from—all arrears were paid 

up to September 2022 for all the divisions in the Ministry. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And for period those arrears were outstanding? 

Hon. Hosein:  Last fiscal. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Last fiscal term? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise who were the suppliers that this was paid to 

and the amount that was paid to each supplier? 
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Hon. Hosein:  I will have to give you that in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure, great.  It will be provided.  We are moving on Couva 

North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  I will give way to Oropouche. 

Mr. Chairman:  Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, colleague. 

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, I have the list of the providers if they need it.  

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, it is— 

Hon. Hosein:  But I will put it in writing but I have it here. 

Mr. Chairman:  How verbatim is it? 

Hon. Hosein:  “It kinda long”. 

Mr. Singh:  Five minutes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Five minutes? 

Hon. Hosein:  More than five minutes. “I does talk fast”. 

Hon. Members: [Laughter]  

Hon. Hosein: “Ah does take meh time” and talk so it would not be long. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Five minutes—[Inaudible]—he has time. 

Mr. Chairman:  All right, okay, I will give way to the Minister, proceed, for 

information for Couva North. 

Hon. Hosein:  Mr. Chairman, I have the companies but I do not have the figures. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well then, can we get copies of it? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  It will be provided. 

Hon. Hosein:  It would be provided. 

Mr. Chairman:  Oropouche West, moving on? 
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Mr. Tancoo:  No, I want to tackle this same issue, Item 43. The Minister said that 

the arrears were for the last fiscal?  That is absolutely impossible given that on 

average we had a $500,000 figure and now we are looking at an $11.4 million 

figure. It could not be that we had arrears unless—well, I cannot figure out why, it 

could not be that we had arrears of umpteen thousand per cent more, that simply 

cannot be. 

Mr. Chairman:  So, your direct question, just for clarity. 

Mr. Tancoo:  My direct question is specifically for what period? Because I think 

you are wrong in what you are suggesting that it is for fiscal—last fiscal. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, we are on page 328. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Could not have gone from 500,000 to 11 million. 

Mr. Chairman:  Goods and Services; line Item 43: Security Services. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Which period? 

Hon. Hosein:  Some was for a period of over four years. 

Mr. Tancoo:  All right. 

Hon. Hosein:  This is across all divisions of the Ministry; all. 

Mr. Tancoo:  But for an extended period? 

Hon. Hosein:  Extended period. Yes. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Minister. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, the Minister of Finance would like to make an input here. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, as I have said before, I just want to remind Members opposite 

that in the last three months of the last fiscal year, we made an effort to clear off 

arrears that had been outstanding for a very, very long time. As the cash flow 

improved, we asked all Ministries to supply information on outstanding bills in 

categories, 1 million and less, 5 million and less, et cetera, and we made a serious 
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effort to pay off outstanding arrears. So, you would see this in other Ministries as 

well.  It is a one-off. It would not occur in 2023. 

Mr. Chairman:  Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Same line Item, Minister, and I thank you, the hon. Minister. Just for 

our purposes, we must clarify which are arrears, et cetera. 

Mr. Singh:  Thank the Minister. 

Mr. Tancoo:  And I appreciate that. I mean, useful  

Hon. Members: [Laughter]  

Mr. Tancoo: Minister, then therefore, there will be no arrears for your 

allocation—your allocation in fact, then for 2023 should be the full allocation to 

cover your bill, expected bill, for Security Services for 2023.  Is that correct? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you. 

Hon. Hosein:  You are welcome. 

Mr. Chairman:  Couva North, we moving on or you still have Items to identify 

here? 

Mr. Ratiram:   On which other line Item? 

Mr. Chairman:  In the same—  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yeah, same area. 

Mr. Chairman:—category. Proceed. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I would like to refer your attention to line Item 21:  

Repairs and Maintenance - Buildings.  And I see under this line Item for 2022, 

there was a Revised Estimate that increased by approximately $1 million under this 

line Item.  Minister, I believe this line Item takes into consideration the 

accommodation for the Praedial Larceny Squad and can you advise us at this time 
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if this the entire praedial larceny unit from south is still in south or we had some 

officers—we had them relocated to central? 

Mr. Chairman:  In terms of where they are located, relocated in south or? 

Hon. Hosein:  They are now at Havelock Street in Tunapuna. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The unit from south is now in Tunapuna? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So— 

Hon. Hosein:  Until we strengthen the force which will be—and that is what we 

are working on right now.  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, someone in south Trinidad having to go to the 

praedial larceny unit to file a report, where does that person have to go to—what is 

the nearest unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  I am glad you bring up that point, Couva North. Right?  What I am 

trying to do since I came here, I want to have an all-of-government approach, 

including the TTPS, the Municipal Police and the Praedial Larceny Squad to work 

hand in hand.  And a meeting is going to be set up shortly so, I want to ask for the 

help for these things and it should work because you said the—if you had to try to 

make a report in south, there is no station. There is one in Princes Town I think.  

Mr. Ratiram:  No. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, there was one in Princes Town. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Was. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yeah, that is what he is saying. 

Hon. Hosein:  Was. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay. So, can you advise where it is?  So Minister, I appreciate 

your intention and if it is you need the help, I am willing to provide you with the 
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help from on this side in going forward in the interest of the agriculture industry in 

Trinidad and Tobago, which provides the food security to our nation.  However, 

one of the major issues facing our farming community right now is praedial 

larceny, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you—so, what you are saying is that the nearest unit 

which is no longer in South is located where, that south farmers have to go to file a 

report? 

Hon. Hosein:  There is one in Carlsen Field and there is one in Havelock Street as 

I said—Havelock Street. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, the building did not reach to a state where—unfit for 

human occupancy overnight.  It was something that happened over a period of time 

and this has been, again, approximately seven years of neglect that we would have 

faced under the former Minister.  And I know these are challenges that you would 

have inherited.  We have two new Ministers here in the Ministry and we have the 

Minister providing continuity also who would help to raise the issues and the 

concerns in going forward, Minister.  But it is really a significant challenge for 

farmers to have to come all the way to central to address praedial larceny concerns.  

And, Minister, can you advise us how soon can we expect to see some kind of 

relief where we can have a unit to assist in the south? Because even one unit in 

Craignish is not sufficient to treat with persons from Mayaro to Cedros. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister.  

Hon. Hosein:  Member, I have worked in my previous portfolio as Minister of 

Local Government, I worked with the Municipal Police and when I came in it had 

200 and something police, when I left it was five-something and it keep—they 
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should be moving up now and adding.  When I went into the Ministry of 

Agriculture, I recognized the need because I am in touch, I am a person that is on 

the ground, people contact me and I know that there is a need for this squad that is 

why, as I went in, I started to deal with it immediately. And it will be done—it will 

be done. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, moving on with respect to the building in central in 

Carlsen Field, where we have the unit there, is work required for that building at 

this time? 

[MRS. ANNISETTE-GEORGE in the Chair] 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, let me just intervene. Are we under 43: Security 

Services?  

Mr. Ratiram:  No, no, Ma’am. 

Madam Chairman:  What Item number we are on? 

Mr. Ratiram:  We are under line Item 21:  Repairs and Maintenance - Buildings.  

Madam Chairman:  Okay. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, and Minister, what we have here, an Estimate of 775,000 

for fiscal 2023, can you advise if this would be sufficient to provide the necessary 

repairs for the central and south buildings of the praedial larceny unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  Right. Under the Development Programme, a Vote was reactivated 

for the—especially for the Praedial Larceny Squad. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, so we will treat with that when we get to that point.  

Minister, moving on to line Item 36:  Extraordinary Expenditure, I am seeing from 

an Actual spend under this line Item of 2,136 in 2021, this Extraordinary 

Expenditure has moved to 100,000 in 2023.  Can you advise what this $100,000 

represents, what it is for? 
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Hon. Hosein:  This is for minor mishaps in the workplace. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, Minister, minor mishaps moving from 2,000 to 100,000 is 

a—we planning for a lot of mishaps? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is across the Ministry, eh. Under Vote 36: Extraordinary 

Expenditure, it was last used for payment to a woodsman who was involved in a 

firefighting exercise in a forested area. He suffered major burns and was being 

treated at the Augustus Long. We had to compensate the hospital for his medical 

treatment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, Minister.  Minister, moving on to line Item 62:  Promotions, 

Publicity and Printing from an Actual spend of 68,000, we are seeing this line Item 

has now increased to 150,000.  Can you explain what is the reason for this increase 

under this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is to cater for advertisements in the newspaper for the FOIA 

statements for all state boards. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And the increase in line Item 37:  Janitorial Services, of $297,000. 

That is almost two to 33 per cent increase from 2021 Actual. 

Hon. Hosein:  Right and this is based on new tendering for a cleaning crew. 

Mr. Ratiram:  At what location? 

Hon. Hosein:   Head Office. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:   You are welcome. 

Madam Chairman:  002:  Agriculture.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01.  Minister, from the 2022—well, 

this line Item has an increase of $3.5 million. Can you explain what the reason is 
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for this increase under this line Item, if it is that we also have outstanding arrears 

being owed officers? 

Hon. Hosein:   This is for employment of plant quarantine workers, also for 

arrears for the COVID restrictions—when the COVID restrictions were lifted. So, 

plant quarantine workers and arrears when the COVID restrictions were lifted. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, I want to make reference to last SFC and an 

observation was made, that there was a significant decrease under this line Item of 

3.8 million in which the former Minister justified that decrease when he stated: 

“I have said that the Minister of Finance has directed that there be more 

astute management of this in line with the regulation that requires officers to 

submit claims within a limited period. We now believe that the claims, if 

submitted in the time limit, would result in us having to pay an estimate of 

9.8 million…” 

I believe that might have been arrears in claims that the Minister was referring to 

for that fiscal.  In this fiscal year, this increase of $3.5 million between the 2022 

Revised Estimate and the 2023 Estimate, Minister, given the former Minister’s 

expressed concern and directives from the Minister of Finance, can the Minister 

state why there is such a wide variance between the last fiscal year and the current 

year, and is it that these claims are still not being submitted on time? 

11.30 a.m.  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay. As the COVID restrictions were lifted and the borders open 

up, these plant quarantine officers will be back on these various locations. 

Mr. Imbert:  Madam Chairman, if the Member would look at the Actual for 2021, 

we are dealing with 002, 01, right? Look at the Actual for 2021.  It is almost $13 

million, $12,995,000. There would have obviously been a dip, and then look at the 
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revised.  The revised is 10.85. So, 14.4 is not unrealistic. Okay? You follow what I 

am saying? Look at the revised for 2022, it is 10.85.  Right?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Madam Chair, another line Item. Moving on the line Item 12: 

Materials and Supplies. Minister, there is an increase of 1.75 for this line Item.  

Can you advise what this increase represents? 

Hon. Hosein:  Core functions at five stations:  regional administration north, 

regional administration south, research, extension training and information 

services, and agricultural services division, increase in price of feed and medicines.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, Minister.  Minister, moving on to line Item 43: Security 

Services. The 2020 Actual was $433,000 and the 2021 Actual, we can see here is 

$543,444.  At last year’s SFC, there was a decrease in the provision of this line 

Item of approximately $104,000.  There were similar decreases of security services 

under Item 43 in areas like horticulture; a decrease of 2.5 million in surveys and 

mapping; a decrease of approximately 500,000—and different areas, fisheries, a 

decrease of 100,000; forestry, 1.6 million in this line Item across the Ministry.  

In a response to a question raised with respect to the decrease across these 

line Items, the former Minister stated that the PS and the entire public service were 

directed by the Minister of Finance to continue to manage our security cost.  In the 

Land Management Division, we continue to increase the use of technology 

available to us and across the Ministry, we continue to manage our security cost.  

This represents the expectation that we will continue to lower the cost of external 

security services.  However, in examining the 2023 estimates, under several 

divisions, there have been an increase in expenditure under this line Item.   

In light of the directive issued by the Minister of Finance to the former 

Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, can you advise, hon. Minister, and 
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state the reason for the respective increase that we are seeing across the board in 

this line Item?  Because what we are seeing here is an increase of $422,000.  

Madam Chairman:  So, I will allow the Minister to answer that in terms of this 

particular line Item, but not that generalized issue on security.  So, it is really what 

accounts for the increase of 422,300. 

Hon. Hosein:  And this had to deal with the a lot of break-ins they were having 

and extra security for the artificial breeding unit at the Farmer’s Training Centre. 

So, it is to increase security at that Farmers’ Training Centre.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay. So that would account for this increase, more security 

officers, private security officers have been recruited.  Minister, moving on to line 

Item 66: Hosting of Conferences, Seminars and other Functions.  For 2022, it was 

budgeted at $6,000, however, none was utilized. What we are seeing is an increase 

to $125,000. Can you advise what this $125,000 would be utilized for?  

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the World Food Day activities.  And, as I said 

before, the COVID restrictions have been lifted, so they are going back to their 

normal activities.  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, does it involve arrears, outstanding payments— 

Hon. Hosein:  No.  

Mr. Ratiram:—or it is going forward in the next fiscal term?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, new activities, no arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  On line Item 62: Promotions, Publicity and Printing, the Revised 

Estimates of $2,000 has now increased by $98,000 to $100,000 under this line 

Item. 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  62, Member, this has to cater for the advertisements. This 

has to with the advertisements in the newspaper because we are going to do the 
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recruitment for the Praedial Larceny Squad. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  Are we finished or there is another line Item? 

Mr. Ratiram:  We are finished in this area.  

Madam Chairman:  Thank you very much. Item 003: Animal Production and 

Health. Member for Couva North 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s, attention to line Item 03, with respect to Uniforms.  

Minister, can you advise how many staff—this line Item is to provide for how 

many members of staff?  

Hon. Hosein:  I will have to give you that in writing, Member for Couva North, 

but this has to do with the increase in supply prices, but I will give you the 

numbers. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, that is a significant increase there of—what we are seeing in 

the Estimates for 2023 is an increase of $90,000.  So, can you also provide us when 

you get that information, the reason for the significant increase in this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  Sure. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Also, the line Item right below, 04: Electricity.  What we are seeing 

here from the Revised Estimates of $180,000, which was estimated and utilized, 

there is now a decrease in going forward of $100,000. Can you just provide us with 

some kind of explanation why we are budgeting for the—if the $180,000 was to 

clear arrears and we are now going back to the regular operations?  

Hon. Hosein:  It was for arrears.  

Mr. Ratiram:  It was for arrears? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   
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Mr. Ratiram:  All right. Line Item 10: Office Stationery and Supplies. Minister, 

from a Revised Estimates of $39,000, we are now seeing a 2023 Estimate of 

$150,000.  Can you advise the reason for such a significant increase in this line 

Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is for the increase in suppliers’ prices. 

Mr. Ratiram:  An increase in suppliers’ prices.  So, you are saying the prices that 

we would have paid for all of 2022 of $39,000 has now increased by almost four 

times? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, Minister.  Can you advise the reason for the increase in line 

Item 12: Materials and suppliers of $589,000? 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay, this has to do with the increase of cost of feed and medicines 

for animals.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And that is almost a 50 per cent increase we are looking at there, 

which is very significant.  It is what farmers are faced with outside there at this 

time.  Thank you, Minister.  Minister line Item 13: Maintenance of Vehicles.  This 

line Item was estimated at $100,000—the Estimate in 2022, $100,000 and in 2023 

it is estimated at $460,000. Can you advise us the number of vehicles that are 

maintained under this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  I have to get the exact number of vehicles, but I know the vehicles 

are ageing vehicles and it need repairs, but no new vehicles were bought in the last 

five years, so maintenance is high priority. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, can you advise us how many of the vehicles are fully 

functional, how many are non-functional, non-operational and how many are 

derelict?  
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Hon. Hosein:  That is one of the first question I asked when I went into the 

Ministry also. I will have to give you it in writing.  I have it.  

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister, I will appreciate it in writing.  Minister, I see 

under Fuel and Lubricants, the Actual spend for 2021 was $155,427 whereas the 

Revised Estimates for 2022 is only $35,700.  Is this reduced figure an indication of 

the number of vehicles that are actually functioning under this division? 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  There was a rise, as I said, as indicated here, with the fuel 

and lubricants, and people will be more out in the field more now than before. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, Minister, we are hoping for that, but the figures in terms of 

the Revised Estimates does not reflect that.  What this figure reflects is that 

$155,000 was utilized for fuel in 2021, whereas only $35,000 was utilized in 2022, 

so it shows a lot less activity of going out on the field and servicing the farmers, 

the livestock farmers, et cetera.  And what I was asking you is if the reason for the 

reduction in the amount that was spent for fuel in 2022 versus what was spent in 

2021 would have been based on the number of functional and non-functional 

vehicles.  

Hon. Hosein:  What I am advised is that a lot of the vehicles were down, so less 

fuel were used, and hence the reason for this explanation. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And some of the officers, actually to be able to fulfil their 

responsibility, may have to use their own vehicles to have that done.  Are these 

officers being compensated for the use of their private vehicles?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right. 

Hon. Hosein:  They are being paid a travelling also. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 004: Horticulture.  Member for Couva North. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Hon. Minister, line Item 12: 

Materials and Supplies. Can you explain the reason for the $220,200 increase in 

this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is for the maintenance of the Queen’s Park Savannah and the 

Botanic Gardens. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And what is the reason for the increase?  More maintenance?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, more maintenance for both the Queen’s Park Savannah and 

the Botanic Gardens.  

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister, line Item 43—new equipment?   

Hon. Hosein:  No, no. Just maintenance of the present equipment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Maintenance of the equipment.  Would that not fall under line Item 

15, Minister, Repairs and Maintenance - Equipment, line Item 15?  Would that not 

fall under that line Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is 15 you said?  

Mr. Ratiram:  What you are saying is the increase in 12 of 220,000, you are 

saying it is for repair, maintenance of equipment.  What I am asking you is if it is 

the maintenance of equipment would not fall under line Item 15?  

Hon. Hosein:  Materials and supplies went up for the equipment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Materials and supplies for the equipment itself. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

11.45 a.m.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, moving on to line Item 43, again with Security Services, 

what we see here is an increase of $1.8 million, moving the Revised Estimate from 

2022 of $1 million to now, 2023, of $2.8 million, can you advise what is the reason 

for the significant increase here? 
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Hon. Hosein:  Additional costs. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, can you advise if it is that based on what the former 

Minister would have indicated with respect to the use of technology available to 

us, et cetera, to try and manage the security cost, in going forward under this line 

Item, is there any technology that is being used here to manage the security cost or 

is it that we are just paying warm bodies? 

Hon. Hosein: We have some recommendations to make, and like drones, and so 

on, and we intend to use those.  And as the technology evolves, we want to get 

more involved, because we know, farming, as you know, is evolving, so we need 

to be in times with everything. 

Mr. Ratiram:  But at present we have not started using those services as yet?  

Hon. Hosein:  No.  No. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Minister, well, I once again wish you success in your 

endeavour. 

Hon. Hosein:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 007: Land Management. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Madam Chair, 006, we left out 006. 

Madam Chairman:  Where are you, Member for Barataria/San Juan? 

Mr. S. Hosein:  I was on 006 but I saw you moved, so I would go to 07 when you 

reach there. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  I will correct that.  Item 006: Surveys and Mapping. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  Thank you.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  Minister, I am on Other Contracted Services, can you just confirm 

whether or not there have been any services that would have been retained by the 
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Ministry for photogrammetric surveys of Trinidad and Tobago on an annual basis? 

Hon. Hosein:  Can you kindly repeat the question, please?  

Mr. S. Hosein:  I am on line Item 28— 

Hon. Hosein:  28, yes. 

Mr. S. Hosein:—Other Contracted Services, where I see that there is an allocation 

of $150,000, and what I just wanted to confirm is whether or not the Ministry has 

retained any photogrammetric surveyor to conduct photogrammetric surveys for 

Trinidad and Tobago be it on an annual basis? 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—with land surveyors, contracted by surveyors, three 

retired staff members to be contacted to conduct works in the repair and restoration 

by survey plan documents.   

Mr. S. Hosein:  So, there are no photogrammetric surveys going to be conducted? 

Hon. Hosein:  I will make a note and get back—and give it to you in writing. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  Okay.  Thank you.  If you can also, Minister, provide when was 

the last one done. 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  To the hon. Minister, line Item 23, I see, 

hon. Minister, there is a $350,000 increase for the new fiscal year, what does it 

represent? 

Hon. Hosein:  For wire transfer. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 08: Rent/Lease - Office 

Accommodation and Storage. Minister, at last year’s SFC we discussed the 
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relocation of this unit and finding a permanent location for the unit. Can you advise 

if it is that any progress has been made with respect to finding a permanent 

location for the unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  We are in consultation in this right now and they will be relocated 

in the next fiscal. 

Mr. Ratiram:  In the next fiscal.  Minister, we also understand that it was— 

Hon. Hosein:  This fiscal.  This fiscal. 

Mr. Ratiram:  In this fiscal.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  However, Minister, if it is they are being relocated in this 

fiscal, could you advise what is the reason for the increase in the rent for this fiscal, 

an increase of $823,000?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears for the period September 2021 to May 2022, and this is for 

the Frederick Street, Port of Spain office. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, with respect to the property at Jattan Lane, El Socorro, 

under this division here, we were advised that it was on a month-to-month 

arrangement, can you advise if it is that the lease agreement has been put in place? 

Hon. Hosein:  Right now, Member, it is month-to-month and they are currently 

reviewing the terms and conditions. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, we are still on a month-to-month. 

Hon. Hosein:  Still on a month-to-month. 

Mr. Ratiram: After an entire year, we have not been able to put lease 

arrangements in place.  Okay.  Minister, but do you not think that we should—

well, if it is that we are renting we should have some kind of lease agreement in 

place and some kind of contract in place?  All right.  Again, it appears as though 
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the responsibility has been abandoned by the previous and former Minister, but I 

am hoping, once again, that you will be successful in doing what is needed for the 

Ministry.  Moving on to line Item 13: Maintenance of Vehicles. Minister, there is a 

$140,000 increase in this line Item, can you advise the number of vehicles that fall 

under this line Item and how many of those vehicles are functional, how many are 

non-operational and how many are derelict?  

Hon. Hosein:  As indicated before, Member, most of the vehicles are ageing, they  

are aged and they need repairs; most of them over five years old, and I will provide 

the exact amount of numbers, vehicles numbers and the status of each vehicle. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  With respect to line Item 21: Repairs and 

Maintenance - Buildings, there is an increase of $92,000 for the 2023 Estimate of 

$150,000 under this line Item, can you advise which maintenance work, which 

repair work is expected to be done in 2023?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  This is for the aged building that needs repairs in plumbing, 

electrical and pest control. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, line Item 43: Security Services, under this line Item, as 

indicated earlier, there is an increase.  We are seeing an increase of two times what 

it was estimated in 2022, moving from $500,000 to $1 million in Security Services, 

can you advise the reason for this increase? 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  Additional security to transport cashiers and patrols that is 

needed at night. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And where are those patrols?  What areas? 

Hon. Hosein:  The buildings are Frederick Street, where the old post office was on 

Wrightson Road, and a few other buildings.  If you need it, I would give it to you 

in writing. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  I would appreciate that.  And also, if you can provide us with the 

supplier for the Security Services for this line Item and the specifics in terms of the 

description of the contract for the period and the buildings that they are servicing 

and the value. 

Hon. Hosein:  All right. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 007: Land Management.  Member for Chaguanas East.  

Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair; 01: Travelling and 

Subsistence.  Minister, I just wanted to confirm, this Travelling and Subsistence 

would be an allocation for travelling officers within that unit, within the 

department?   

Hon. Hosein:  For the arrears for the month of September 2022, and mostly 

arrears. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  For travelling officers?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  On that point, the Commissioner of State Lands, is there an active 

appointment of a commissioner?  I know the Commissioner is a travelling officer, 

is that appointment filled?  

Madam Chairman:  Member, I will not allow that under Travelling and 

Subsistence. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  I just wanted to confirm if the travelling positions are all filled.  

Madam Chairman:  Well, you can ask if all travelling positions are filled.  

Mr. S. Hosein:  Yes, I would like to ask that, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 
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Mr. S. Hosein:  Yes? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah. 

Mr. S. Hosein:  Including the office of the Commissioner of State Lands?  

Madam Chairman:  Well, I still would not allow that.  You could ask how many 

officers.  All right.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much.  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  

Madam Chair, I would like to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 04, an 

increase of $304,000 under Electricity. Minister, can you advise what this increase 

in this line Item is for? 

Hon. Hosein:  It is arrears to be paid— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Arrears? 

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears, again, from 2021 to 2022. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Other line Item, Office Stationery and Supplies, from $57,400, 

Revised Estimate, almost doubled to $109,000, an increase of $51,600. Minister, 

can you advise the reason for this increase in this line Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—suppliers. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, in some cases, Minister, what we are seeing is increase in 

prices, here is doubled, another place is almost four times, and we have a little 

disparity with the increases. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.  Well, it depends on the Items, I guess. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, is it different suppliers that we are dealing with in the Ministry 

that is causing the disparity with the increases?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, they have different suppliers.  It depends on where the 

demands are. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, again, Minister, I think this is something that you may have to 
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look into because what we are saying is, if it is with the increase in the supplies 

and the increase of the cost of these stationery, and in some cases it is doubling, in 

some cases it is four times, in some cases it is just a little increase, you may be able 

to look at procurement.  And this is something why, you know, the procurement 

legislation is so important so that when we look at procurement holistically, we 

may be in a position to save the Ministry across the board from different divisions, 

some moneys there.  While you are in the process of implementing a paperless 

environment in the Ministry, while we are purchasing stationery, we should look at 

a sort of holistic management of this line Item. 

Hon. Hosein:  I am in Government for six years, close to six years, and what I 

could say is, the Permanent Secretaries are the accounting officers and they are 

so—they so look at costing for everything.  I have experienced it where I was 

before and the same thing here.  So, cost—they cut costs for everything. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Minister, can you give us an idea of line Item 28: Other 

Contracted Services, this increase of $754,000, what this increase is for in the 2023 

allocation? 

Hon. Hosein:  I will provide this in writing for you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, hon. Minister.  Minister, line Item 43: Security 

Services, under the Land Management an increase of $250,000, this is something 

that the former Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries in the last SFC, he 

spoke specifically towards in managing this cost and ensuring that there be a 

reduced spend for Security Services with the utilization of technology, especially 

in the Land Management Division, but what we are seeing here is an increase of 

$250,000 now.  Can you advise the reason for this $250,000 increase?   
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12.00 noon  

Hon. Hosein:  This is additional security to transport cashiers and patrols that are 

needed at night. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And under this Land Management, Security Services spend, 

Minister, can you advise if it is that you are still continuing the directions that the 

former Minister was leaning towards, with respect to utilization of technology and 

bringing down this cost?  Is this a line Item that we can see a reduction in next year 

fiscal? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla. 

Dr. Ragbir:  Question was asked and answered.  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

Madam Chairman:  Item 008:  Fisheries.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 01:  Travelling and Subsistence.  Minister, what 

we are seeing from the 2021 Actual of $589,000 to the Revised Estimate of 2022, 

$850,000, can you advise the reason for that significant increase?  Is it outstanding 

arrears also? 

Hon. Hosein:  Correct. 

Mr. Ratiram:  What we are seeing is a decrease in this fiscal term of $127,100.  

Would this Estimate for 2023 be sufficient to fulfil all outstanding arrears, plus 

what is expected? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, it would be sufficient. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise on the number of officers that this line Item caters 

for? 

Hon. Hosein:  I will have to give you that in writing, Member. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, thank you very much, Minister.  Line Item 06, there is an 

increase of $300,000 in this line Item.  Can you advise what that increase is for? 

Hon. Hosein:  For arrears outstanding to be paid in this fiscal, from 2021 to 2022.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Line Item 05, an increase of $114,000? 

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears outstanding to be paid for this fiscal, May 2022 to 

September 2022.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And line Item 10:  Office Stationery and Supplies.  We are moving 

from an Actual spend in 2021 of $60,000.  The Estimate for 2023 is $200,000.  

That is more than three times the amount.  Can you explain the reason for this 

increase? 

Hon. Hosein:  This provides stationery for the Fisheries Head Office, Aquaculture 

Unit, Marine Fisheries Analysis Unit and cleaning supplies. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, the cleaning supplies would be under line Item 12, would that 

not be correct?  Materials and Supplies, line Item?  Okay, so there is an increase in 

line Item 12:  Materials and Supplies of $210,000.  This line Item Actual spend in 

2021 was $42,000, whereas in 2023, we have increased now to $260,000.  Can you 

explain the reason for this?  

Hon. Hosein:  Increase in feed and medicines. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The quantity or the cost? 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]  

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, with respect to Short-term Employment, line Item 22, we 

have an increase of $132,800.  Can you provide us with an explanation of this 

increase?  Is it additional warm bodies that we are looking to recruit in the 

upcoming fiscal year?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, employment of additional staff for the Fish Landing Data 
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Collection System. 

Mr. Ratiram:  How many staff are we looking at and can you advise on the 

locations?   

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible] in writing also, Member.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you most kindly, Minister.   

Hon. Hosein:  It is three staff. 

Madam Chairman:  Can we go on?   

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Item 010:  Forestry.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Madam Chair, line Item 01:  Travelling and Subsistence.  Minister, 

from the Estimate of 2022 of $4.4 million to the Revised Estimate of $7.59 million, 

can you advise us on the reason for this significant increase from what was 

estimated in 2022 versus what was revised? 

Hon. Hosein:  Employment of game wardens and the arrears also. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Employment was paid under the travelling and subsistence Vote? 

Hon. Hosein:  They are travelling officers.   

Mr. Ratiram:  They are travelling officers.  So, are you saying that the 

employment in terms of their salaries was paid under this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  The arrears were paid to them. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The arrears for travelling?  

Hon. Hosein:  Travelling and subsistence, yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, we had arrears being owed to the game wardens, that this was 

utilized to clear off that arrears, right?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Do we have any outstanding arrears?  
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Hon. Hosein:  Yes, we have outstanding arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So that is why we have that increase there?  

Hon. Hosein:  Increase, yes.  Employment of game wardens and arrears 

outstanding. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Would that 2023 Estimate be sufficient to clear all outstanding 

arrears? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I would like to move on to line Item 21:  Repair and 

Maintenance - Buildings.  There is a $200,000 increase, from $100,000 to 

$300,000 there in this line Item.  Can you advise which buildings we are looking at 

utilizing this $300,000 to repair? 

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the maintenance of all buildings that fall under 

the Forestry Division. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, this spent is across the board?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  For line Item 05, with respect to 

Telephones, the increase of $250,000, is that also outstanding arrears?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears, arrears.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Again, there are a lot of arrears here.  Other Contracted Services, 

from the 2022 Revised Estimate of 50,000, we are now estimating for 2023, 

$400,000.  Can you advise what other contracted services this $400,000 is going to 

go towards?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is for clearing of reserved lines.  The Melajo Forest Reserve; 

Matura reserve; Tumpuna Reserve, boundary line; Todd’s reserve, boundary line; 

and turtle-watching community groups. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  With respect to Repair and Maintenance - 

Equipment, line Item 15, we have an increase in this line Item of $222,000, 

moving from $54,000 in 2022 to $276,000 in 2023.  Can you explain the reason for 

this increase? 

Hon. Hosein:  To deal with repairs to photocopiers, brush cutters, power washers, 

et cetera. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, Minister, from 2021, the Actual spend was $25,000, but we 

are now moving to $276,000.  That is a very sharp, almost 10 times increase with 

respect to the maintenance of this equipment, what you have just called out there. 

Hon. Hosein:  Some of the parts had to be imported for these equipment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister.  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  So, we can move on?   

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 03:  Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 001:  

General Administration.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 01:  Vehicles.  There is an increase in this line 

Item of $3.6 million.  Can you advise us of what vehicles this $3.6 million is going 

to go towards?  

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the replacement vehicles, head office and 

engineering.  Also, it has to do with a long reach trailer, now licensed and it is now 

ready for the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to collect.  Payment of 

1.050 to be paid to the supplier. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, thank you very much, Minister.  Can you advise if any of 

these vehicles will be utilized for the praedial larceny unit? 
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Hon. Hosein:  No. 

Mr. Ratiram:  No?  Okay.  

Madam Chairman:  Can we move on?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 002:  Agriculture. Member for Couva North.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I would like to refer the Minister’s 

attention to line Item 01:  Vehicles.  There is a $1.5 million allocation there.  

Minister, can advise what new vehicles you expect to purchase with this line Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  Five vehicles to be purchased for RAN, ETIS and the Research 

Division; Regional Administration North, purchase of three Double Cab for the 

bee abatement unit; Extension Training and Information Services, one 4x4 diesel 

seven-seater to be assigned to the Director and to perform administrative duties; 

Research Division, purchase of one pickup to be used for cocoa Cluster Project, 

visiting farms and experimental purposes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, this line Item deals with the vehicles at the praedial 

larceny unit under agriculture.  If it is that we are to purchase new vehicles, would 

it be purchased under this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  DP.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Under the DP?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And there is an allocation for the purchase of new vehicles for 

praedial larceny there?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  That is the reactivated Vote I spoke about. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise us on Other Minor Equipment?  I am seeing an 

increase here of $1.6 million for this line Item.  Can you explain what that $1.757 
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million allocation for 2023 is going to go towards?  

Hon. Hosein:  Purchase of air-conditioner units, routers, brush cutters, water 

pumps, et cetera, monitoring system and generator for the evidence facility. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, and thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 003:  Animal Production and Health.  Member for 

Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Madam Chair line Item 01:  Vehicles.  We have a $575,000 

allocation there for animal production and health, Minister.  You have identified 

the number of derelict vehicles or old vehicles that you have there, under Animal 

Production, and we have officers using their own vehicles.  Would this allocation 

be sufficient to provide the vehicle resource and the transportation resource for the 

officers in the Animal Production and Health Unit? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is really for the purchase of one tractor for pasture 

development works. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, in terms of the old vehicles that we spoke about earlier under 

this division, and several of them not functioning properly, is there another area 

where you plan to purchase additional vehicles for the Animal Production and 

Health? 

Madam Chairman: Member—[Inaudible]—and what the Minister said, this was 

for a tractor. 

Hon. Hosein:  Tractor. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, under Animal Production and Health, you indicated 

that there is purchasing of a tractor.  Do you recognize the need for the purchase of 

vehicles there? And instead of us waiting for mid-year review to be able to do the 

necessary virements, et cetera, can we at least make some kind of consideration for 
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the officers under the Animal Production and Health, so that we at can at least 

purchase some vehicles for that unit?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay, this is priority, an urgent need. And when the mid-year 

review comes, we will request, if necessary.  Most likely it would be necessary. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay. Thank you, Minister, for that undertaking. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 004:  Horticulture; Item 006:  Surveys and Mapping; 

Item 007:  Land Management; Item 008:  Fisheries; Item 010:  Forestry. Member 

for Couva North.  

12.15 p.m. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to 04:  Other Minor Equipment.  Minister, there is 

an increase of $4.456 million in this line Item.  The Revised Estimate for 2022 was 

$128,200,000.  Can you explain what is the reason for this significant increase in 

this allocation?   

Hon. Hosein:  Again, Member, this is for the purchase of air-condition units, 

routers, brush cutters, water pumps, et cetera, for sub offices.  This is all the 

offices, eh, in the Forestry Division. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Noted, Minister.  Minister, line Item 01 with respect to 

Vehicles, there is a $1,080,000 allocation.  Can you advice what this figures is 

going to be utilized for? 

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the purchase of Hiab trucks to be utilized at the 

north conservation and south conservation—conservancies.  The north and south 

conservancies, two Hiab trucks. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And, Minister, will this be a sufficient purchase of vehicles to 

provide the Forestry Division with the required transportation resource that it needs 
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to effectively carry out its duty?  Because I understand that there are a lot of old 

vehicles there also.  

Hon. Hosein: [Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies; Item 002: 

Commonwealth Bodies; Item 003:  United Nations Organisations; Item 005: 

Non-Profit Institutions.  Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla. 

Mr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  To the hon. Minister, I had asked this 

question in the last Standing Finance Committee.  It actually refers to line 08.  I am 

not very happy not seeing that money—there were no moneys allocated for 2022 

for cruelty to animal prevention and I am hopeful that in 2023 the money will be 

accessed so that our animals will be looked after.  Can we ensure that? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  And following up on what my 

colleague from Cumuto would have stated, line Item 08: TTSPCA, Trinidad and 

Tobago Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  Minister, this Estimate 

for 2023 of $230,000, this line Item, I want to ask you, if you think that is going to 

be sufficient for this line Item taking into consideration that the last time this 

project received a funding was in 2020 with an allocation of $250,000. $250,000 in 

2020 and taking into consideration the increase in animal feed, the increase in cost 

of goods and supplies, would this $230,000 fulfil the requirements of this line 

Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  We have other means of revenue but this is to assist with the food 

and medicine as more animals are rescued. 

Mr. Ratiram:  “Oh”.  So, with more animals being rescued, taking into 
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consideration over the years, what we would more or less be looking at is an 

increase in this allocation.  So, is it something that you perhaps may come in the 

mid-year review that we are looking at a revise to this figure? 

Hon. Hosein:  As the need requires, we will come to the mid-year. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister.  Madam Chair, to line Item 01: Caribbean 

Fisheries Training & Development Institute.  And, Minister, line Item 04/005/01, 

last year there was a noted $2.2 million decrease in the allocation for 2022 from 

the Revised 2021 Estimates.  The former Minister stated that the institute was 

under review and that and I quote:   

“We expect in this fiscal year to make some changes and to deal with what 

feel needs to be done and we believe that the allocation, the Estimate will 

cover the cost of the institute for this fiscal year.”   

However, the 2022 Estimate was revised upwards to $8.165 million, therefore 

showing that the Estimate did not cover the cost for fiscal 2023.  There is an 

increase in the allocation to $12 million.  Minister, can you state whether the 

review of this institution was completed?  And if so, would you be able to provide 

us with the findings? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is—[Inaudible]—right now reviewed and ongoing.   

Mr. Ratiram:  It is an ongoing review? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Are there any preliminary findings or a report that you can share 

with us?  

Madam Chairman:  No.  I will not allow you to ask about findings here in that 

sort of broad context.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  No problem.   
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Madam Chairman:  Okay?   

Mr. Ratiram:  I am guided accordingly, Madam Chair. And can the hon. Minister 

provide us with an explanation of the $3.8 million increase on this line Item for 

2023?  We are now moving from what was allocated $6 million in 2022 to $12 

million in 2023 revised at $8.1 million.   

Hon. Hosein:  Member, the intent is to transfer management of the Carenage Fish 

Fry Facility. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Transfer management?  

Hon. Hosein:  Through the CFTT. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Okay, Minister.  And this—you are saying that this $3.8 

million will be utilized for that exercise? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And that would be sufficient— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:—in your Estimate.  Minister, line Item 02: Caribbean Agriculture 

Research and Development Institute, there is an increase there of $1 million but the 

Estimate for 2023 being $6 million.  Can you advise us what this increase of the $1 

million is going to be utilized for?   

Hon. Hosein:  Contract gratuity payments, 22 technical and 18 professionals, 10 

per cent basic salary for technical and 15 per cent basic salary for professionals. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, line Item 04: Sugar Cane Feeds Centre.  This line Item 

was raised for discussion last year.  The former Minister indicated that it was also 

under review and he was also questioned on the reduced allocation in light of the 

possible collective bargaining activities, whether the allocation would have been 

sufficient.  The Minister responded and he stated that:   
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“…we believe that the provision being made”—under the—“made of $6 

million would cover the cost we are likely to incur in that fiscal year.  And 

when I say in consultation and changes and so on, it is meant to make better 

use of that asset that is available.  I had said before that it is the ideal 

location for a farm school for young persons in particular.”   

All right.  Minister, given the upward revision of the 2022 Estimate from $6 

million to $7.5 million, can the Minister state what was the reason for that upward 

increase?  

Hon. Hosein:  $1 million was for gratuity, $500,000 was for repair of vehicles and 

equipment. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And has there been any conclusion to the collective bargaining 

discussions there?   

Hon. Hosein:  It is ongoing also.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Negotiations continue for this fiscal term.  So, Minister, do we 

expect to have those negotiations completed within this fiscal year?  And if so, 

why is it not being allocated here with an increase? 

Madam Chairman:  You really want to know if this increase takes into account 

the collective bargaining.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Increase in the collective bargaining.  Well, from what the Minister 

indicated, this 1.5 is to do other things. 

Hon. Hosein:  We will do our best, Member. We will do our best to— 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, what you said here, this $1.5 million did not take that 

into consideration.  You identified other things that this $1.5 million was going to 

be utilized for.  So, in doing your best means vireing or—can you explain what that 

means?   
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Hon. Hosein:  If it is necessary. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 007:  Households.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, with respect 

to Severance Benefits, Item 01, the increase of $2.397 million in this line Item.  

Minister, can you explain the reason for this increase?   

Hon. Hosein:  It is arrears, payments to be made to daily-paid employees due to 

retirement. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And this increase will fulfil all outstanding arrears?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  Line Item 05:  Compensation. The Actual spend for this 

line Item was $1.2 million.  In 2021, there was not anything in the Revised 

Estimate and we are estimating a $500,000 for this line Item in 23.  Can you 

explain what that $500,000 will go towards? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is to deal with legal matters, court decisions. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  To pay for compensation there.  The line Item for Gratuities 

to Contract Officers, this line Item has a decrease of $1.3 million in it.  Minister, 

can you advise if this Estimate for 2023 will be sufficient to fulfil the upcoming 

gratuity payments to contract officers?  Because this is something that we would 

know in advance that these officers will be scheduled to receive gratuity or is it 

that we just going to leave it and wait next year to pay outstand arrears?   

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  The arrears were paid in the last fiscal.  I think this will be 

enough.  The total number of persons paid for 2021 to 2022, 76 at a cost of 

391.5898; outstanding payments for 34 persons, an estimated sum of 1.845.304; 

pending computation of gratuity for 42 persons. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, line Item 08: Provision of Food Support COVID-19.  In 
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2022 this was a Revised Estimates of $56 million.  Was this utilized for the food 

box?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  It was utilized.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And I am not seeing anything in 2023 being estimate.  

Hon. Hosein:  It was transferred to the Ministry of Social Development and 

Family Services. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And what you are saying, it is budgeted under there— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.   

Mr. Ratiram:—to provide the continuation.  Because this was supposed to come 

as a permanent Item under that Ministry since the beginning of this year. 

Hon. Hosein:  It—[Inaudible]—across to Ministry of Social Development and 

Family Services. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, Minister. 

Hon. Hosein:  And we will be using the farmers as usual at NAMDEVCO to 

supply. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  That that is why I asked because I know even though it would 

be under that Ministry, in terms of payment to the farmers and payment to 

NAMDEVCO, it would normally come through this Ministry.  But I am not seeing 

anything being projected or allocated for in terms of payment for this fiscal year.  

So, I am a little concerned there. 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—support to the farmers in this country and I will 

ensure—because I have been to most of the markets.  I mean, the Ministry is big, 

there are plenty markets.  I intend to visit all and work with everybody to let them 

have a better life. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  So Item 008: Subsidies.  Member for Couva North. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chairman Madam. Chair, I would 

like to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Agricultural Incentive 

Programme.  Minister, I see that this line Item has a decrease, a significant 

decrease of $6.7 million.  Can you advise us why it is we have decreased this line 

Item by this amount?  

Hon. Hosein:  Some of the arrears were paid in the last fiscal.  Any additional 

funding will be done via transfers, virements or at the mid-year review.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  Minister, would you be kind enough to 

provide us with a breakdown of the recipients under this line Item?  And the areas 

in which they came from?   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  The persons who benefited from this line Item?  

12.30 p.m.  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  For fiscal 2021 to 2022, $18,753,919 was disbursed. To the 

Regional Administration Office South, funds disbursed were $7,046,167.21; 

persons benefited were 1,385; applications outstanding, 268, a total of 

$1,537,385.91.  Regional Administration Office North, funds disbursed were 

$11,707,742.79; persons benefited were 1,338; applications outstanding, a total of 

8,566.800.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, would you be able to provide us in writing a breakdown 

of recipients and the locations?  

Hon. Hosein:  I am being advised that it is sensitive information and I would not 

be able to give it. 

Mr. Ratiram:  You would not be able to give it?  I am being a little—the 

recipients of the Agricultural Incentive Programme.  
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Hon. Hosein:  We will put the amount by counties but not the names.  I am being 

advised accordingly.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And what is the reason why it is that you cannot identify who is 

receiving taxpayers’ money?  This is taxpayers’ money, Minister, that we are 

giving out to citizens of the country, across the country.  And the purpose of this 

Committee is for us to interrogate how the taxpayers’ moneys are being spent.  

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—and I will have to get proper legal advice, and once it 

is available, I will give it to you.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Appreciated. 

Hon. Hosein:  But right now I am being advised otherwise.  So, I give you the 

assurance and we will get legal advice from the Ministry and once it is available, I 

will have it— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Appreciated, Minister.  And, Minister, you may recall that I would 

have written to you with respect to providing support and assistance to a fisherman 

who fell victim to piracy and survived.  He had to swim for four hours to survive. 

And that fisherman would have faced some significant challenges at the ADB, and 

being able to get back up and outfit his trade, which you did acknowledge receipt 

of the correspondence.  

Hon. Hosein:  And I was also advised by one of your colleagues to contact the 

said fisherman, and I did contact him and I spoke to him. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, going forward in the next fiscal term can you advise if it is that 

consideration will be given to the case that has been represented to you? 

Hon. Hosein:  In the next fiscal, yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, Minister.  Minister, with respect to line Item 04: Relief of 

Flood Damage, can you advise us under this line Item if there are outstanding 
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payments and there are arrears or there are persons who are still awaiting to receive 

relief?    

Hon. Hosein:  The Actual—in the administrative area, in north administrative 

area, applications are outstanding, and a total of $633,797.89.  And the Region 

Administration Office for south, we would advise you in writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And what about central?   

Hon. Hosein:  Central falls under the north. So, we have two areas, north and 

south.  Central falls under the north area, sorry. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, Minister.  In 2022, the Revised Estimate was $3.7 

million.  Can you explain the reason for the increase in 2023 of 1.2, is it that we are 

anticipating a lot more persons are going to be flooded out? 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, there is an increase in applications in the recent years and this 

has prompted the Ministry to request additional funding. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And, Minister, in addition to additional funding here for flood 

relief, this is something that we should take note of having gotten an increase in the 

applicants, increase in the number of persons applying for flood relief, if it is 

something that maybe we, other than just looking at this line Item, there are other 

areas that outstanding work—so, for example, the maintenance and cleaning of 

water courses, et cetera. 

Madam Chairman:  Member, while you do have five minutes for an intervention, 

we are still bound by relevance. Okay, all other Standing Orders apply.     

Mr. Ratiram:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  And I am sure you had an opportunity to interrogate about 

maintenance and rivers. Okay?   

Mr. Ratiram:  We will come to that under the DP. It was just to ask the question 
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on this Item. 

Madam Chairman:  Do we have anything else under Relief of Flood Damage, 

this Item here, of the $5 million?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, for 2022, this $3.75 that was in the Revised Estimate, can 

you provide us with a listing of the persons who would have benefited from this 

spend in 2022, and the locations, and the amounts that they would have received?   

Hon. Hosein:  All right. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Also, Madam Chair, I would like to refer the Minister’s attention to 

line Item 02: Incentive Programme.  Minister, it is very sad when we look at the 

Actual spend of 2021 under this line Item of Incentive Programme to be nil, taking 

into consideration that this line Item deals with the subsidy provided to members of 

the fishing community, the rebate on the fuel, rebate for our fishermen and it is nil. 

And when questioned in terms of if persons could still submit, the former Minister 

indicated, well no, that has cut off, and in going forward. However, what we are 

seeing here, Minister, is the 2022 Estimate of $200,000, we only have $150,000 in 

the Revised Estimate.  Can the Minister advise us if there is any sort of outstanding 

arrears or outstanding claims for fuel subsidy that the Ministry has at this point in 

time that needs to be addressed in upcoming fiscal year?  

Hon. Hosein:  That has to do with the arrears to be paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The arrears to be paid? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, arrears to be paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  Taking into consideration, Minister, the issue of fuel and 

how fuel has affected the fishing community significantly with the closure of 
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Petrotrin, where fishermen would have utilized regular gas, and then with the lack 

of availability of regular gas they would have gone to things like kerosene, 

alternative types of fuel, what we have seen is an increase in fuel cost over the 

period of—about five times we have the increase in fuel.   

Madam Chairman:  What line Item you are on? 

Mr. Ratiram:  The Incentive Programme.  

Madam Chairman:  Okay. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And the Prime Minister in his contribution he did mention that it is 

something that he will ask the hon. Minister of Finance to take into consideration, 

that based on the increase in the fuel price—because the rebate of 12 cents and 10 

cents on diesel and on gas is something that would have been very old, the subsidy 

here, that this line Item takes into consideration.  Are there any plans in the 

Ministry to have this subsidy revised, the figures revised, and if so, will this 

$200,000 be sufficient? 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, I think the Minister of Finance is going the answer 

that. 

Mr. Imbert:  The Minister would not be privy to the decision making because that 

is in the conceptual stage at this point in time.  When the Prime Minister made the 

comment he did indicate he had not yet discussed it with me.  The intention is to 

see what can be done to assist farmers to deal with the increased price of gasoline, 

so we are still formulating it.  There is a programme that is already there, you may 

not know it.  It is a very old programme where there is a subsidy for gasoline for 

fishermen.  So we are looking at that and modernizing it and see what we can do to 

alleviate the adverse consequences of an increase in the price of gasoline.  Okay? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister, and yes, I am aware of the 
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programme, it is a 10 cents and 12 cents per litre in terms of the subsidy.  It is very 

old.   

Mr. Imbert:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  You are correct with that, and it is something that definitely needs 

revising for the fishing community.   

Mr. Imbert:  It is from ancient times.  But the problem with these things always 

is, is how do you prevent misuse of the subsidy programme, because it needs to be 

targeted at the particular group.  It is the fishermen you want to help.  You do not 

want to help another group who might benefit from, you know, subsidized 

gasoline.  You know how these things happen. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Of course. 

Mr. Imbert:  Some other person might get access to the subsidized gasoline and 

use it for another purpose.  So these things are a lil complicated, but it is not rocket 

science, and we will be coming up with something that we think would be 

workable and practical and will benefit the target group that we want to benefit 

from it, by not allowing leakage and misuse by it by other entities.  Okay? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Noted, hon. Minister of Finance.  And, Minister, you would 

appreciate that under this line Item, Incentive Programme, that for persons to 

benefit from the incentive they have to be bona fide registered fishermen to qualify 

for accessing this programme. 

Mr. Imbert:  I totally understand that, but as a boatman myself for many, many 

years— 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, there is a conflict? 

Mr. Imbert:—since I was 12, I am aware that there are many registered fishing 

boats that are really pleasure crafts that are not used for fishing.  A lot of people—
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no, I should not say a lot because I do not know what the fact are.  But some 

people register their boats as fishing crafts when they have no intention of fishing.  

I am sure you all know this.  Okay?  And then you have the other problem where 

gas can be siphoned and used in a car.  So, we want to help.  We will help.  We just 

have to make sure we minimize, you will never be able to eliminate it, but you 

want to minimize opportunities for leakage and misuse of the subsidy.  Okay?  

Madam Chairman:  Item 009: Other Transfers.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chairman, I would 

like to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Livestock and Livestock 

Products Board.  Minister, there is an increase here of $109,500.  Can you advise 

us on the purpose of that increase?  

Hon. Hosein:  Outstanding arrears to be paid. 

Mr. Ratiram:  To members of the board? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 010: Other Transfers Aboard; Item 011: Transfers to 

State Enterprises.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Cocoa Development Company of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  There is a $900,000 increase there, can the Minister advise 

what the purpose of this $900,000 increase is?  What it would be utilized for? 

Hon. Hosein:  For gratuity payments. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And Minister can you advise if the Cocoa Development Company 

has a full complement of staff?   

Madam Chairman:  I will have to submit that in writing to you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, the number of vacant positions, the number of vacancies 
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that are needed to be filled in that organization.  

Hon. Hosein:  All right.  

Mr. Ratiram:  And taking that information into consideration, Mr. Minister, 

perhaps we may have to look at the increase here.  Perhaps the company may need 

additional funding to be able to operate with a more efficient manner.  

Hon. Hosein:  Correct. 

12.45p.m.  

Madam Chairman:  Hon.Members, we shall now move on to the Draft Estimates 

of Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies and of the 

Tobago House of Assembly.  We are at page 487 in the new book; 08 - Agricultural 

Society of Trinidad and Tobago.  Sub-Head 01:  Personnel Expenditure; Item 001: 

General Administration.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Salaries and Cost of Living 

Allowance.  Minister, this figure was estimated at $430,650, but only $136,500 

was utilized.  Can you advise why it is this full allocation was not utilized?  

Hon. Hosein:  Could you repeat the question, please? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I was asking why it is the line Item 01: Salaries and Cost 

of Living Allowance, what was estimated in 2022 was $430,650, however only 

$136,000 was utilized.  And again, we are estimating another $430,000, an 

increase of $293,900.  Can you advise why it is this was not utilized?   

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much.  Mr. Minister, and also for line Item 05: 

Government’s Contribution to N.I.S.  What I am seeing here is that $25,800 was 

allocated in 2022, however it was not utilized.  The Revised Estimate is $10,700.  
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Can you advise also why this was not utilized?  

Hon. Hosein:  I will provide that in writing also.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Minister.  Mr. Minister, under the 

Personnel Expenditure, General Administration, both Items, 01 and 05.  In addition 

to this, the Agricultural Society has an expenditure with respect the remuneration 

for the board members, that would have— 

Madam Chairman:  What line Item number is that? 

Mr. Ratiram:  01 and 05: Salaries, and Government’s Contribution to N.I.S. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  However, with respect to the salaries, the salary Vote at the 

Agricultural Society, the board members have not been receiving their salaries or 

their remuneration. 

Madam Chairman:  Does the remuneration come under 01? 

Mr. Ratiram:  That is what I wanted to ask the hon. Minister, if he can advise us 

if the remuneration to board members falls under 01 at this time and if it is the 

board members have been receiving their— 

Madam Chairman:  Well, ask the first question if it comes under and then based 

on the answer I will know if to allow the second one. 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sorry, I did not hear you.   

Hon. Hosein:  Some of them have not been receiving their remunerations because 

it has to be audited and so on.   

Mr. Ratiram: And how long have they not been receiving their remuneration, for 

what period?  

Hon. Hosein:  Before 2020, but I will have to put it in writing. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  No problem, Minister.  And can you advise how soon they can 

expect what the amount of outstanding remuneration that is being owed, if you can 

provide us with that in writing also.  And when it is that these board members can 

expect to receive that. 

Madam Chairman:  What Item we are? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Under 01.   

Madam Chairman:  Is this under 01?   

Mr. Ratiram:  Because it is not utilized, so possibly that—why it was not utilized 

because it is still outstanding and it is rolled over.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So, maybe that increase would be utilized in going forward in this 

fiscal.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So, hopefully you will complete your audit— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:—and you will pay the outstanding arrears owed to the— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Some of the board members are no longer even there.  You have 

new board members.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.   

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services.  Member for Couva 

North.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I see line 

Item 16: Contract Employment, as a reactivated Sub-Item with an increase of 

$200,000.  Minister, can you advise how many persons this line Item plans to 
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recruit in the upcoming fiscal term? 

Hon. Hosein:  The reactivated Vote, we plan to do employment under this Vote 

and we will provide the listing to you.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 0—Member for Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Sorry to notify you so late, Ma’am.  Sub-Item 62:  Promotions, 

Publicity and Printing.  I noticed that the Minister has now reactivated this 

Sub-Item, but I know that we had a very substantial agricultural event in fiscal 

2022 although we have no allocation here for Agricultural Society.  So, I am 

curious Minister, as to whether or not this 2023 Estimate includes the payment on 

arrears for the Agricultural Expo—for some contribution for Agricultural Society’s 

presence at the Expo, is there any consideration for that at all? 

Hon. Hosein:  Normally they get a subvention and they normally put in—they 

utilize how they use the subvention.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Can the Minister confirm that—I am dealing with the same 

Sub-Item because it is just Promotions, Publicity and Printing. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Can the Minister confirm that the Agricultural Society received 

some sort of contribution, even if it is not under this Head as part of the arrears, for 

the Agricultural Expo that was held in Trinidad and Tobago this year?   

Madam Chairman:  [Inaudible]—under an Item?  So if we are asking— 

Mr. Tancoo:  62.   

Madam Chairman:  62, then you are asking under 62.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Correct, correct, Ma’am.   

Hon. Hosein:  No.   
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Mr. Tancoo:  I am trying to find out if this 450 includes arrears—  

Hon. Hosein:  No. 

Mr. Tancoo:—because my understanding is that they did not receive any support 

from the Government for the Agricultural Expo.    

Hon. Hosein:  No.  

Mr. Tancoo:  So, is it that no provision is being made at all for that Expo, for the 

Agricultural Society? 

Madam Chairman:  And I am not going to allow that question because it has to 

come under a line Item and what you asked if the arrears was under 62.  The 

answer was no, so— 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Ma’am.   

Madam Chairman:  And remember, Member for Oropouche West, your 

opportunities are not totally deprived if it is not allowed under this exercise. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Ma’am.   

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 001: 

General Administration; 09: National Agricultural Marketing and Development 

Corporation.  We are at page 492.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure; Item 001: 

General Administration.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Salaries and Cost of Living 

Allowance.  Minister, there has been an increase in the Revised Estimate of 2022 

of $1.1 million.  Can you explain the reason for this increase in the Revised 

Estimate? 

Hon. Hosein:  Bringing on additional staff. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise us how many additional staff was brought on? 
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Hon. Hosein:  We would have to give you that in writing also but it is to do with 

the staff. We will go into details in writing for you.   

Mr. Ratiram:  However, Minister, if it was to bring on additional staff from what 

you are explaining there to us, the Actual spent in 2021 was $5.48 million whereas 

the Revised Estimate is $5.19 million.  It is less than what was actually spent in 

2021.  Can you advise if it is that staff was sent home at the end of 2021 under this 

line Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  I will provide it in writing, Member.   

Mr. Ratiram:  No problem.  I appreciate it, Minister.  Minister, under this same 

line Item also, there has now been a further increase for the 2023 fiscal term of 

$352,400.  Can you advise if we have additional staff that we are going to recruit 

in this coming year?   

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—hire more staff.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise us on the positions where these staffs are going 

to be? 

Hon. Hosein: [Inaudible]—recently, but we will put all in writing for you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  All right, thank you very much, Minister.  Minister, I would like to 

move to line Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A.  And again, for the 2022 Estimate of 

$4.2 million, the Revised Estimate was $5.2 million.  There was an increase of $1 

million from the Estimate in 2022 to the Revised Estimate.  Can you explain what 

was the reason for this $1 million increase?   

Hon. Hosein:  Again, I will put it in writing.   

Mr. Ratiram:  No problem, appreciated, Minister.  And also there is a further 

increase of $198,000 under this line Item for fiscal 2023.  Can you explain what is 

the reason for that further increase?  And if you do not have the information, it is 
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okay, I will take it in writing. 

Hon. Hosein:  I will put it in writing.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Sure, sure, no problem, Minister.  Minister, with respect to the 

Remuneration to Board Members, line Item 06, what we are seeing here under this 

line Item is that $423,000 was allocated in 2022 but only 375 was utilized in the 

Revised Estimate.  Can you identify if it is that we have a shortage at the board 

level?   

Hon. Hosein:  The board was operating on a minimum level. 

Mr. Ratiram:  At a minimum level.   

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, there were positions that were not filled at the board level.   

Hon. Hosein:  Two. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Was it that person resigned? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, two positions.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Two positions.  Did these persons resign from the board? 

Hon. Hosein:  They operated with a quorum, but they do not have, why.  All they 

said was they were operating with a quorum, the board.   

Mr. Ratiram:  I appreciate that the quorum was fulfilled and was met, Minister, 

however what we are seeing is a reduction in this line Item over the period.  So, 

can you advise what that reduction represents, if it is that persons were at the board 

and they resigned from being on the board? 

Hon. Hosein:  Once they need the money, we will vire the money. Once money is 

needed, it could be vired.   

Mr. Ratiram:  It will be vired if there is an arrears or an outstanding.  What I have 

been asking you is if you can advise us if there are less persons now at the board 
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versus what we had in 2021.   

Hon. Hosein:  No, no.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Because the remuneration to the board members has more or less 

remained the same.  So, we should see the same figures, but we are not seeing the 

same figures. 

Hon. Hosein:  Because two board members were not there.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Two board members were no longer there? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And that is what I have been trying to get at.  So, if it is that— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.  I was agreeing with you.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, thank you, thank you, Minister.  And if it is that these two 

members are no longer on the board, can you advise when these two positions are 

going to be filled, when these other two members are going to be appointed? 

Hon. Hosein:  I will have to discuss that and give you it.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So right now, we are basically functioning at a bare minimum. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah.   

Madam Chairman:  Can we kindly—can I suggest that we move on.  The 

Minister already said to us they functioned with a minimal number, that they were 

quorate.  All of that has been said in the discussion.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair. However, Minister, when we look at 

what is estimated in 2023, it does not appear as though there is an intention to fill 

these positions because the allocation for 2023 is the same as the revised allocation 

for 2022.  If it is there is an intention to have these positions filled we will see an 

increase in the 2023 allocation.  So, is it that we can take it that there is no 

intention to have these two positions filled and we will continue to operate at a 
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bare minimum? 

Hon. Hosein:  I have been advised that the board has been operating with the bare 

quorum, with two members are not there, but they have been operating. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services; Item 001: General 

Administration.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 43: Security Services.  Minister, this 

line Item has an increase of $1.9 million.  Can you advise what is the purpose of 

this increase? 

1.00 p.m.  

Hon. Hosein:  We increased the number of markets in the country, so we 

increased the amount of security.   

Mr. Ratiram:  However, Minister, if that is what we have already done, then we 

would expect to see a higher figure in the Revised Estimate of 2022 versus the 

Actual expenditure for 2021, but we are seeing the total opposite.  In 2021, this 

line Item was $5.896 million in the Actual 2021, but what we are seeing for 2022 

is $2.5 million, which is half.  So, the security services have been significant 

reduced.  Can you explain that to us?  

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—renewed, so we get better—  

Mr. Ratiram:  Sorry, I am not hearing you, Minister.  

Hon. Hosein:  Some of the contracts were being renewed and we were able to 

negotiate better, to get better rates. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, in the process of reviewing these contracts, there would have 

been areas that we would have less security services between 2021 and 2022 for 
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this fiscal term?  Because, Minister, we were with an Actual spend of $5.8 million 

in 2021 and we have a Revised Estimate of only 2.5 in 2022.  So, can you advise 

us on the locations where it is the difference in the availability of security services 

were being provided?  

Hon. Hosein:  Member, with regard to NAMDEVCO, I will give you a breakdown 

in writing concerning everything.  

Mr. Ratiram:  I greatly appreciate that, and hon. Minister, thank you most kindly.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  I just wanted to clarify because the Minister indicated that 

NAMDEVCO has opened more markets.  How many additional markets 

NAMDEVCO has opened and where—  

Madam Chairman:  What Item are we under?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  In relation to Security Services, he just indicated that to my 

colleague.   

Madam Chairman:  Remember what I have always asked us to use as the 

overriding consideration.  Not everything that is tangential to the discussion would 

be germane for the particular exercise that we are under.  So, you will be afforded, 

I am sure Member for Couva South, an opportunity to interrogate that in another 

exercise.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  But he said in the context of security services for additional 

markets.  So, I am trying to find out how many. 

Madam Chairman:  And in any event, what the Minister said as regards to 

NAMDEVCO and the issue of security, he would give to the Committee, not just 

to the Member for Couva North, to the Committee, a full breakdown.  So that 

should give you your markets because the security works for the markets. 
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Mr. Indarsingh:  And the service providers too.  

Madam Chairman:  I think the Member just wants to underscore all the things 

that he expects in the breakdown, Minister.  Thank you so much, Member for 

Couva South.  Couva North, you have another question on this? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 16 with respect to Contract Employment.  

Minister, can you advise under this line Item if there are any vacant positions to be 

filled still at the NAMDEVCO?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, there are vacant positions. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise us on how many positions?   

Hon. Hosein:  In writing also.  You will get it in writing also. 

Mr. Ratiram:  I appreciate that, Minister.  Minister, line Item 28: Other 

Contracted Services.  This was allocated $7.9 million in 2022, but only 309,000 

was utilized.  Can you advise us why it is that the $7.9 million that was allocated 

for Other Contracted Services was not utilized by NAMDEVCO?  

Hon. Hosein:  Again, I have to put it in writing for you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay?  Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 

001: General Administration.  Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies; Item 

007: Households; Item 009: Other Transfers.   

11 - Zoological Society of Trinidad and Tobago.  We are at page 500.  Sub-

Head 01: Personnel Expenditure; Item 001: General Administration.  Member for 

Couva North. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 01: Salaries and Cost of Living 

Allowance.  Minister, there is an increase here of $1.1 million for fiscal 2023.  Can 

you advise what is the purpose of this $1.1 million? 

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sorry?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, this is under Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance, and this 

arrears is almost the entire Vote.  It is like two times we are estimating for this year 

now.  So, can you explain what that arrears payment is going to go towards? Or, 

Minister, if you can provide us in writing a breakdown of the arrears and what this 

$1.1 million is going to be utilized, the outstanding payments?  Thank you.  

Appreciate it.  

Hon. Hosein:  I hope they will get it done by then. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Also, Minister, line Item 05: Government’s Contribution to N.I.S.  

Minister, I see the Estimate for 2022 was $425,000, but the Revised Estimates was 

$335,000.  Again, we are estimating another $425,000 in this fiscal term.  So, is it 

that in the last fiscal term we have not been fulfilling our contributions to NIS?  

Because there is another increase here of $90,000 under this line Item.  Is that to 

pay arrears and outstanding moneys owe to NIB?  

Hon. Hosein:  In writing again.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you.  Thank you very much, Minister.  Minister, with 

respect to Wages and C.O.L.A., can you advise us what was the reason for the 

increase from what was allocated in 2022 to what was revised?  It is close to a 

$450,000 increase there.    
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Mr. Imbert:  Madam Chairman, could I just make a general comment?  If the 

Member for Couva North, take a look at the original 2022 Estimate. Okay?  In all 

of these situations, the original estimate will give you a clue as to what is going on, 

especially the NIS matter that you referred to.  You see it is 425, 425? So, it is 

not—you see when the Budget Division is preparing estimates, sometimes when 

detailed information is not readily available, what the Budget Division will do is 

simply repeat what was the original estimate in the previous year.  Okay?  So, you 

will see some where it is identical, but it is just a technique that the Budget 

Division uses.  As the year goes by you will know exactly how much you spend.  

So you will get the actual figure because there are three types of estimates.  You 

have the original estimate, the revised estimate and the actual.  You will see the 

actual some years later.  Okay?  It is an ongoing process. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much for that guidance, hon. Minister of Finance.  

And, Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, through you, Madam Chair, with 

respect to the question asked pertaining to line Item 02: Wages and C.O.L.A., the 

2022 Estimate for $1.55 million, Revised Estimate of $2 million. 

Mr. Imbert:  The revised is 2.  So they just repeated the Revised. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, would you be able to advise us on that line Item?  The—so, 

Minister of Finance you are saying it is— 

Mr. Imbert:  It is a repetition.  Take a look at the 2021 number, you will see it is 

$1,979,206.  It is a rounding off of that 2021 figure in 20— 

Mr. Ratiram:  In the Revised Estimate?  

Mr. Imbert:  Yeah.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So then is it that in the 2022 Estimate that we basically under 

budget?  
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Mr. Imbert:  When they are doing estimates, they have to adjust certain figures to 

come within a total expenditure envelope.  When we do the budget we have a 

target, 50 billion, 54 billion, as the case may be.  And what the Budget Division 

does, to get within the envelope, they may make some minor adjustments in 

figures, but then it all plays out as you go through the year, you get the correct 

figures.  You understand?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you for your intervention, hon. Minister of Finance. 

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services; Item 001: General 

Administration.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 06, the 

increase of $140,000.  Can you advise if this is to pay outstanding arrears also?  

Hon. Hosein:  Arrears also.  

Mr. Ratiram:  All right.  And with respect to the increase in line Item 21, can you 

advise us what that increase of the $1.89 million is for?  

Hon. Hosein:  This has to do with the repairs to the zoo, the infrastructure in the 

zoo going on right now.   

Mr. Imbert:  And again, I would ask you to look at the original provision for that 

Item. In fiscal 2022, it was $3 million but they only managed to spend 1.4.  So, it is 

based on a programme of work that may be delayed for all sorts of reasons, 

weather, contractual disputes, all sorts of reason why the money would not be 

spent.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, hon. Minister of Finance.  And to you, 

Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, through you, Madam Chair, would 

you be able to provide us with a breakdown of the programme of works as 

indicated by the Minister of Finance and those that are outsourced in terms of 
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contracted services, a breakdown of the contractors, the description and the value 

of those contracts under this line Item?  

Madam Chairman:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Under 21 and—yeah, under 21.  

Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 001: 

General Administration.  Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies; Item 007: 

Households. 

Hon. Members, we will now move on to the Draft Estimates of Development 

Programme, Consolidated Fund.  Item 002: Productive Sectors.  We are at page 

136. Hon Members, Item 002: Productive Sectors has—I will call the Items under 

it: Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing.  Member for Couva North.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 53: St. Augustine Nurseries - 

Development and Provision of Facilities.  Minister, under this line Item, it was 

estimated at $1 million in 2022, but it was revised at $400,000.  Can you advised 

what this $1 million was—the programme of works that was to be completed with 

this $1 million and why the full amount was not utilized?  

Hon. Hosein:  The intention of the contract is to finish complete by this year and 

one of the—that was holding back was the weather, weather conditions. 

Mr. Ratiram:  To complete the programme of works?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you provide us with what works this 1 million— 

Hon. Hosein:  The construction of the screen houses.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And that is expected to be completed in this fiscal term? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  The $2.5 million— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram: —being allocated, it will go towards that same project that was 

estimated at $1 million? 

1.15 p.m. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, the funds are for increased digital transformation, improve 

infrastructure with the citrus screen houses and expansion of the germ plasm.  

Mr. Lee:  Madam Chair, could I ask under Economic Infrastructure?  

Madam Chairman:  We will go there now.   

Mr. Lee:  Okay. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South, are you under Productive Sectors?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Yes. Minister, with respect to the St. Augustine Nurseries - 

Development and Provision of the Facilities, can you inform this House or give a 

commitment that none of the lands out there at the St. Augustine Nurseries will be 

utilized for the construction of homes under the Housing Development Corporation 

Programme?  

Madam Chairman:  No, Member for Couva South.  Item 003: Economic 

Infrastructure spans six pages, therefore I will also announce the project groups.  

D. Fishing.  Member for Couva South, we are under fishing. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  No, no. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  Member for Pointe-a-Pierre.   

Mr. Lee:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 287: Upgrade of Fish 

Landing Sites, $4 million for this fiscal year, can you identify if Claxton Bay 

fishing depot is part of that $4 million carded for upgrading?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, Claxton Bay is included. 
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Mr. Lee:  It is included. Okay, because your predecessor for the last three years 

every year said the same thing, so I am hoping this year, please. 

Hon. Hosein:  “I only here seven months”.   

Hon. Members: [Laughter] 

Mr. Lee:  Thank you. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and as we are on that line 

Item: Upgrade of Fish Landing Sites with the $4 million being allocated for this 

fiscal term, hon. Minister, can you provide us with a complete breakdown of all the 

fish landing sites that would make up this $4 million?  

Hon. Hosein:  I have before me the Maracas fishing facility, the Claxton Bay 

fishing facility, the Erin fishing facility and we anticipate funding will remain and 

this will allow for the additional projects such as St. Mary, Bonasse and Carli Bay 

based on priority. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much.  And, hon. Minister, you know of course, I 

will have to tell you the priority at the Carli Bay fishing facility, the importance of 

having works done at that facility there based on the number of fishermen coming 

up out of there along with the landing site at Orange Valley, right, requires some 

work there.  Is that also included?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, it have a million dollars under Orange Valley. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Thank you very much, Minister.  With respect to line Item 

280: Orange Valley Wholesale Fish Market, $300,000 was allocated in 2022, 

however, none of this $300,000 was utilized.  Minister, can you advise why it is we 

did not utilize this $300,000?  

Hon. Hosein:  Funds were insufficient to award contract, projection was 

insufficient based on the scope of works.  But as I said, with the increase, this will 
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have the inclusion of the cold storage to improve food safety standards on the 

construction of a training room. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And you expect to have that completed within this fiscal term with 

the utilization of this $1 million will be sufficient? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Well, we going to use all the money, the $1 million. 

Mr. Ratiram:  The line Item⸻“oh” sorry, this is under Forestry. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I just would like the Minister’s 

consideration under Upgrade of Fish Landing Sites for La Ruffin fishing facility, 

if, as he said, funding remains.  Minister?  Thank you. 

Hon. Hosein:  I said okay. 

Madam Chairman:  E. Forestry.  Member for Couva South. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  No, no, no, when you reach F. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, we are at page 137.   

Mr. Indarsingh:  Yeah, I know, I am with you. 

Madam Chairman:  All right.  Member for Couva North, did I see your hands?  

Yes, please. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  With respect to line Item 13: 

Re-afforestation of Denuded Northern Range Hillside, can the hon. Minister advise 

us of the works completed in 2022 with the utilization of this $800,000?  The 

number of hectares planted, the number of seedlings that were actually produced 

by the forestry regeneration. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, releases were obtained for purchases relating to the production 

of teak and pine seedlings and upgrade of facilities, and now we are going to do the 

planting. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you provide us with a breakdown of how many seedlings we 
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are dealing with here? 

Hon. Hosein:  400,000 seedlings per year. 

Mr. Ratiram:  400,000.  Well, Minister, you will have an appreciation that under 

the People’s Partnership, we had close to 660,000 seedlings being provided under 

this programme on an annual basis, 2014/2015. And in going forward, what I see 

here is we have moved from $800,000 down to $400,000 which is a reduction of 

half the amount in the upcoming fiscal year.  So, while I acknowledge the scarcity 

of resources, I would like to highlight to you that there is a lot more work that 

needs to be done to have this line Item and this project back to what it was meant 

to fulfil.  And can you also provide us with the land footprint that this project was 

executed in, like how many hectares? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, I will provide it for you.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Madam Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, line Item 015: 

Improvement of Forest Fire Protection Capability.  Can the hon. Minister indicate 

what this entails?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is the increase in PPP gear and refurbishment of fire towers, 

that is in Matura and St. Benedict, and these are priority activities.  Last fiscal, 

releases were used to pay outstanding bills for two fire towers constructed at 

Tacarigua and Nariva.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  On the same line Item 

Improvement of Forest Fire Protection Capability, Minister, can you advise us the 

number of officers that you have patrolling and the amount of patrols that have 

been completed during the last fiscal year under this line Item along with daily-

rated staff?  Can you also advise us on how many daily-rated staff and how many 

kilometres of external fire trace were actually cleared under this line Item for the 
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protection of our forest?  

Hon. Hosein:  I was advised also that they do not pay the daily-rated under the 

DP. 

Mr. Ratiram:  No, I understand that.  We dealt with that earlier, however, they are 

utilized also in the patrol activities under this Head here in terms of the 

Improvement of Forest Fire Protection Capabilities, the overall programme itself. 

To execute the programme, it would require the patrol of the officers and some 

daily-rated officers along, you know. 

Hon. Hosein:  So, you want to get the exact amount of officers and so on? 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, if you can provide us with the amount of patrols and the 

amount of kilometres of external fire traces that were cleared during the last fiscal 

term. 

Hon. Hosein:  Right, and we have assistance also from the Ministry of Local 

Government where they have reforestation workers who do these clearing of fire 

traces and so on. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay.  Another line Item, Madam Chair, can you give us an update 

on line Item 25: National Parks and Watershed Management project?  This line 

Item has a Revised estimate of $500,000 but there is now a $2 million allocation 

for this line Item.  Can you provide us with an update on this project?  

Hon. Hosein:  Greater emphasis is being placed to refurbish sites with the intent of 

obtaining revenue from these sites such as the Caura Recreation Site, Cleaver 

Woods and the Matura Nature Trail.  Releases were also used to pay outstanding 

bills for the rehabilitation of the roof on the San Fernando Hill. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise why it is the full allocation for 2022 was not 

utilized? 
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Hon. Hosein:  Okay, we had some sites transferred to the Ministry of Tourism, 

four sites. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay. So, it was reduction in the sites? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  F. Land Management Services, I think that is where we are 

at, Couva South. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Minister, with respect to 

069: Establishment of a Land Management Authority, I see that $500,000 was 

allocated and in 2022, the Revised Estimate, nothing was spent and there is none 

for the 2023 Estimate.  Has this Land Management Authority, which the former 

Minister of Agriculture was supposed to head, has this been scuttled by the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago?  

Hon. Hosein:  This Item, which is a single point authority for state land, is being 

implemented under the Office of the Prime Minister, therefore activities have been 

transferred to another Ministry. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  So, this is entire Land Management Authority is no longer under 

your Ministry?   

Hon. Hosein:  No. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  All right.  With respect to 071: Establishment of a Land 

Adjudication Tribunal, again, a similar pattern with this line Item.  Has this project 

been scuttled by the Government or has it been transferred to the Office of the 

Prime Minister?  

Hon. Hosein:  [Inaudible]—before it has been transferred. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  And former Minister Rambharat will still have both portfolios in 

terms of heading both?  



100 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Madam Chairman:  Excuse me?  Excuse me, I am not going to allow that 

question. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Well, I am simply asking, Madam Chair⸻ 

Madam Chairman:  I know.   

Mr. Indarsingh:⸻based on what the Prime Minister has announced to Trinidad 

and Tobago. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 67: Survey and Sub-Division of State Lands for 

Distribution to Farmers.  Minister, you have $500,000 allocation for 2023, can you 

advise us the areas, the locations where this survey and sub-division will be carried 

out and the amount of farmers that you expect to benefit from this activity?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is for purchase of land surveying equipment and GPS units to 

complete in-house survey and sub-division of plots as a cost-saving measure.  The 

outcome of this project includes availability of land for public interest.  Funds were 

used to purchase two total stations, nine surveying calculators, two magnetic 

locators to be used in the land surveying department. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise the location where this equipment is going to 

be utilized in the next fiscal term and the number of farmers that you anticipate 

will benefit from the activities?  

Hon. Hosein:  In state land. 

Mr. Ratiram:  No specific plan as yet in terms of where it is⸻ 

Hon. Hosein:  Across the country.   

1.30 p.m.  

Madam Chairman:  H: Research and Development.  Member for Couva South.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  With respect to line Item, 
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the reactivated project, 538: Establishment of a Packing House Facility for Fresh 

Produce, Minister, could you inform this meeting where this development will take 

place? 

Hon. Hosein:  The facilities at NAMDEVCO’s Piarco Packing House requires 

refurbishment to meet the international food safety standard. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  And could you—well, the entire $1 million would be spent 

there.  The packing house facility at Brechin Castle, no plans to focus on that 

particular project, or has it been abandoned by the Government? 

Hon. Hosein:  I cannot say about the abandonment, but I can say definitely that 

this is being used.  I could find out about that.  But this is being used for 

NAMDEVCO. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Well, I know that there is a packing house facility in the 

constituency of Couva South.  And based on your enquiry, I would expect you to 

find out what is happening, as it relates to that particular facility.  Because I would 

hate to think that this has been abandoned by the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, you are bringing it to my attention and I have been advised 

also it is not being abandoned. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  When will it be focused on, if it has not been abandoned? 

Hon. Hosein:  It is currently in negotiation with a PPP operator. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  And you have no sense of financial allocation for this, under this 

line Item? 

Hon. Hosein:  No. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Okay, thank you.  Probably in the mid-year review we would 

hear. 
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Hon. Hosein:  This is public-private, so they might come with their own funding. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Ma’am, I will give way to my colleague from Tabaquite.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite.  So that means you are not asking 

any questions under this? 

Mr. Ratiram:  No, I have other questions but it is related to the same line Item.  

Madam Chairman:  Okay, so when I recognize you, I know you are full of 

chivalry, but when I call you, please.  Okay?  Or else then I think you have given 

up completely. Yes.  So, Member for Tabaquite.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I am on the same line Item.  Minister, on 

the last occasion at the Standing Finance Committee, we were also informed that 

the packing house in Brothers Road was under a similar arrangement to come into 

use during the last fiscal year.  That has not happened.  So, do we have an update at 

this time, on the packing house in Brothers Road? 

Hon. Hosein:  I would inform you now that it is being currently reviewed by 

NAMDEVCO.  I was advised shortly. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, line Item 

552: Development of Forage Farm at Mon Jaloux and La Gloria.  Minister, this 

project has more or less been neglected for an extended period of time where the 

quality of forage provided at the Mon Jaloux Farm now is basically being rejected 

by livestock by the animals.  And this is something, that is a project that would 

have been created under the People’s Partnership.  We had it well-funded and 

well-executed, but it has more or less run down.  Can you advise us if it is that this 
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$1million is really going to be sufficient to bring the Mon Jaloux forage bank up to 

where it ought to be, to provide alternative feed for our livestock, our dairy 

farmers?   

Because the price of feed, hon. Minister, you will appreciate, has 

significantly increased over the years gone by.  You yourself have made mention 

under the animal production Vote that we dealt with earlier, that the increases in 

materials and supplies, et cetera, would have been to increase the cost of animal 

feed.  But yet this here is a very important project that can benefit the livestock 

industry, that has been neglected for the years.  Because the Actual for 2021 is nil.  

The Estimate for 2022 is nil.  The Revised Estimate for 2022 is nil. 

So, taking the level of abandonment and neglect that this Mon Jaloux farm 

had received over the years gone by, do you really think that this $1 million is 

going to be sufficient to bring it back to where it ought to be? 

Hon. Hosein:  This is a reactivated project.  The supply of feedstock at the 

subsidized price to farmers to improve the livestock industry.  This is required 

given the rising cost of imported feed supplies.  So, it is being reactivated.  That is 

why I asked for the funding that was given to us. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I would just like to impress upon you that I think you 

may need additional funding for this line Item because of the amount of work that 

needs to be done.  But, however, we will take it as it goes along.  And once again I 

wish you success in your endeavours in getting the Mon Jaloux forage bank up and 

going to provide the support for the livestock and dairy farmers, et cetera. 

Hon. Hosein:  That is why we have the mid-year review.  Once the money is 

finished—everything in farming is important.  Everything in livestock important.  

So, once it is finished, we would go back to the mid-year review. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  Another line Item, Madam Chair.  Line Item 

548:  National Seed Bank Project.  Minister, this line Item was allocated $2 million 

in 2022, but only $1 million was utilized and we received significant complaints 

from our farmers that the quality of seeds that they are receiving from the Ministry, 

even from this project, is not up to par with what they would have been 

accustomed to over the years gone by.  Can you advise us why it is this $2 million 

was not utilized for this project? 

Hon. Hosein:  Okay.  One is because of the COVID restrictions. One is the 

weather and now we got the increase.  So, this is a priority project for the Ministry 

to provide planting materials, seeds in particular, to the farming population.  This 

is done by establishing plots to harvest true-to-type seeds, which is made available 

to the public at a subsidized rate. Releases were used to pay outstanding bills and 

purchase of corn planter and brush cutter in the amount of 974.705. 

Mr. Ratiram:  That is in going forward, Minister, with the—that is the $3 million 

for this fiscal year— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:—that you have identified here.  However, I would have liked to 

understand why it is the $2 million was not fully utilized in the last fiscal term. 

Minister, also with respect to the rice farmers, you would have an appreciation for 

the challenges that the rice farmers face.  I understand they would have met with 

persons at the Ministry and highlighted their issues.   

Can you advise us if—it is my understanding, however, that there is no seed 

stock for the rice industry here in Trinidad and Tobago, and they just have to 

recycle.  So, the quality of the production continues to go down.  Can you advise 

us if it is that there is any intention of this Government to revive the rice industry 
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and to provide seed stock to our rice farmers, which is something that we definitely 

need at this time? 

Hon. Hosein:  What the Ministry normally does is assist the farmers by giving 

them the import permits to bring in the seeds.  And soon you will see a 

revitalization of the whole rice industry in the near future.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, you are saying that the Ministry over the years would 

not have brought in seeds to assist the industry? 

Hon. Hosein:  Well— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Are we also providing the US currency to these farmers? 

Madam Chairman:  No.  Well, okay, we are going outside of this, because we are 

still under the National Seed Bank Project? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  I have allowed you some leeway with respect to 

price— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Under this same project, there is no rice seeds in this country. 

Madam Chairman:  I am not going to let us go into US currency.   

Mr. Ratiram:  So, Minister, under this same project, there are no rice seeds in the 

country and the thing is, the farmers, they need the support to be able to get the 

industry up and going once again.  And I would ask of you kindly, if it is that you 

can have some intervention, perhaps meet with the various stakeholders and 

formulate a new rice plan in going forward.   

I know a rice plan would have been left—in 2014, the rice was done and it 

was left there.  I know it has been abandoned by the former Minister of 

Agriculture, and I am hoping that in going forward that you would put some effort 

into it.  Because what I can tell you is that there is no seed stock for the rice 
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industry at this point in time. 

Hon. Hosein:  But some of the seeds have been—farmers want to import their own 

seeds.  They brought some from Guyana.  I know about the mill.  I met with some 

of them recently. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, what I want to say to you is that farmers have imported 

seeds.  The exchange farmers have imported seeds.  The seeds remain there in 

demurrage and the seeds had to be disposed of.  From my understanding, they had 

challenges in clearing the seeds.  It takes eight weeks, 10 weeks to clear these 

seeds.  It is like pulling teeth.  So even the importation of seeds is a whole 

challenge by itself and this is why we would have had the National Seed Bank 

Project set up to provide that support to the agricultural industry, so that farmers 

themselves do not have to go through sourcing the seeds outside and finding the 

US to purchase the seeds, bringing in the seeds themselves, clearing the seed 

themselves.  But farmers can focus on the agricultural aspect of things. 

So that this project here was supposed to provide that level of support to 

members of the farming community.  And that is what I am asking of you, hon. 

Minister, if consideration can be given in going forward with the utilization of the 

$3 million.  And, perhaps, if you need to come in the mid-year review for more, 

that consideration can be given in going forward to alleviate the challenges and the 

problems that the farmers face, with respect to seed stock in the country. 

Hon. Hosein:  Sure, definitely. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you.  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla.  

Dr. Ragbir:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  To the hon. Minister, I have reached to 

line Item 544:  Development and Provision of Facilities at Marper Farms, as 
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mentioned earlier, which has no water and deplorable conditions.  So, can I ask, 

hon. Minister, the million dollars that was allocated for the new fiscal year, what 

does it entail?  Line Item 544. 

Hon. Hosein:  Emphasis is being placed on the provision of high-quality geo 

plasm to farmers, especially, coconut, citrus, and minor fruits.  Last fiscal, releases 

were used to purchase materials for expansion of coconut, geo plasm, 

establishment of minor fruits, construction of fence and electrical installation of 

screen house.  But you have made a very important point about the water.  So, I 

will ensure that we look into it.  I have people here taking notes and this should be 

discussed as early as possible, probably next week. 

Dr. Ragbir:  I thank you, and just as important the access road.  It is a really bad.  

A car cannot get there.  It means if you have a pickup or a truck you can actually 

get to the Marper Farm, which is a budding and propagation unit for everything, 

from avocadoes, to mangoes, citrus, coconut; everything. 

Hon. Hosein:  I want to assure you and the nation at large that I would be looking 

seriously at all these access roads throughout the country. 

Dr. Ragbir:  Much obliged. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Minister, 536:  

Establishment of Community Based Aquaculture Programmes.  Could you inform 

this meeting where this $800,000 was spent in 2022?  And where will this $3 

million be spent in fiscal 2023? 

Hon. Hosein:  The last fiscal payment of bills for security cameras and a floating 

raft system and salaries.  The increase we got now, moneys would be used to 

increase investment in aquaculture activities to improve fish production as a source 
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of protein for all citizens.   

Additionally, training of interested individuals on aquaculture farming is 

usually done at this facility.  Activities will also include establishment of a model 

hatchery, purchase of vehicle, water well, construction of maintenance facility, 

refurbish conch beds and upgrade float through aquaculture system.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  All that is well and good, Minister. I simply wanted to find out 

where these community projects have been established in 2022 and where they will 

be in 2023. 

Hon. Hosein:  Bamboo, Valsayn is one area. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Only at Bamboo? 

Hon. Hosein:  One in Valsayn, Bamboo, and the SFCC station in Longdenville, 

and also the SFCC station in Carli Bay. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  In Carli Bay. 

Hon. Hosein:  In Carli Bay. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  It is unfortunate my colleague seemed not to not have 

questioned you on that particular issue.   

Hon. Hosein:  Pardon me? 

Mr. Indarsingh:  On the development of the aquaculture community project in 

Carli Bay, I hope you extend the courtesy of inviting him and recognize his thrust 

towards the development of the agricultural sector.  

1.45 p.m. 

Hon. Hosein:  About a month ago, I allowed my colleague, he sent somebody to 

look at the site and so on, and things are going to happen. It is not going to happen 

very fast but it is going to happen. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North.  
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  And, Madam Chair, I would like to 

refer the Minister’s attention to the same line Item with respect to the 

Establishment of Community Based Aquaculture Programmes.  Minister, 

acknowledging what you have said there with respect to the project in Carli Bay, 

the community project in Carli Bay.  With this $3 million allocated for 2023, can 

you provide us perhaps in writing with a breakdown of the programme of works 

expected for 2023 with the utilization of this $3 million? 

Hon. Hosein:  That is the breakdown I just gave you.  That is the— 

Mr. Ratiram:  You have time lines that you are working with, projected 

completion dates? 

Hon. Hosein:  No, well this fiscal.  This fiscal coming. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, you are saying that within this fiscal term this project here is 

going to be completed in this fiscal term? 

Hon. Hosein:  I want start the projects where I have indicated and when we reach 

to the mid-year, I will ask for more money.  Once the money is available, we will 

continue.  I want to have something done within the year. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, the project will have scope, and it will have duration and time 

lines with milestones? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So that we can actually identify how successful we have been in 

the execution of this line Item?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. And it will be successful. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So that is what I am asking for you, a breakdown, please, of this 

line Item with respect to the schedules, and the milestones, and the projected 

completion dates, and deliverables that we are expected to receive out of this line 
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Item. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, you will get that. 

Madam Chairman:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much.  Just— 

Madam Chairman:  Sorry. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yeah.  Thank you very much, Mr. Minister.  Mr. Minister, I would 

like to draw your attention to line Item 556: Development and Implementation of a 

Waste Management System for the Livestock Industry.  Minister, this line Item 

was allocated $3 million in 2022 but only $500,000 was utilized.  And you will 

appreciate with the increased cost of fertilizer that farmers have to bear, this 

project, with respect to the implementation of the Waste Management System for 

the Livestock Industry, can provide certain—there can be certain linkages with the 

livestock and the farming sector where the waste from the livestock industry can be 

utilized to support and assist our farmers, et cetera.  Can you provide us with the 

reasoning why it is the allocation for 2022 of $3 million was not utilized? 

Hon. Hosein:  Funds were transferred to facilitate payment of bills, for access 

roads, the award of supply and delivery of one skid steer loader was done in the 

last fiscal compost shed, at a cost of $473,000, it was completed.  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, funds out of this were transferred out.  In going forward, 

Minister, we have a $700,000 allocated for 2023.  And this project, I know the 

importance and the value of this project itself, would you be kind enough to 

provide us with a breakdown of this project, this line Item with respect to the 

project description, the scope of works of the project, the beneficiaries, the 

deliverables, and the duration of the various aspects of the project, with the 

completion dates associated? 
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Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  But this fiscal we intend to continue works at the Penal 

Demonstration Station— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes. 

Hon. Hosein:—with investment into a turning machine to mix the compost.  But 

you will get the breakdown. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  I. Production and Marketing.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, line Item 

346: Wholesale Market Upgrade at Macoya. Minister, this line Item was allocated 

$500,000, but none of it was utilized in 2022.  Can you advise why it is we did not 

utilize these funds? 

Hon. Hosein:  I am being advised the money was inadequate so we could not 

utilize the contract. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And can you advise us if it is that this $800,000 allocated for 2023 

will be sufficient to execute? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes.  And provision of infrastructural upgrades to washroom 

facilities— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes,  

Hon. Hosein:—for public use and improve the sewer system and so on.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes, Minister, that is an area that definitely needs the work to be 

completed because at the end of the day, the farmers are the occupants of the 

market. They need that— 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, we could work together. 

Mr. Ratiram:—hygienic environment.  Can you give us a completion date of this 

project? 



112 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Hosein:  I will have to find out the completion date.  This fiscal. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Also, for line Item— 

Ms. Ameen:  Wait “nah”, boy.  I have a question on that Item. Thanks to my 

colleague for giving way.  Because Macoya Wholesale market falls within the 

constituency of St. Augustine, I must express my disappointment that work was 

not carried out during the last fiscal year, the upgrade. And I believe that even 

though the amount allocated may not have been able to complete all the work that 

was needed, some work could have been done.  What I would like to ask the 

Minister is if he could provide a scope of what is intended to be done this fiscal at 

the Macoya—the Norris Deonarine Wholesale Market, and what end date?  I know 

you said this fiscal, but I am sure the project management team will have a date.  If 

you could provide that in writing, I will appreciate it.  

Hon. Hosein:  Well, it is only last week Friday night I visited there and that 

facility, the whole of Trinidad should see that facility, the Farmers Wholesale 

Market, you “cyah” get room there.  So, we need to extend it.  It is doing very, 

very good.  Farming is doing very good in this country, you know.  The farmers 

are doing very good. They “cyah” even get enough produce to sell.  I was there.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North, are you finished?  

Hon. Member: [Interruption] 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, but that is affected. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  To the hon. Minister, 

Minister, line Item— 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South, please. 

Hon Member:  [Inaudible] 
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Madam Chairman:  Yeah, I like the friendliness but I would just ask if you could 

carry it somewhere else.  Thank you very much.  Member, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yeah.  Establishment of Central Farmers Wholesale Market. 

Madam Chairman:  Number 359. 

Mr. Ratiram:  359, yeah.  This line Item Minister, is $500,000 for 2023, can you 

advise us on the proposed—the status of this project? 

Hon. Hosein:  During the COVID period, this facility was utilized to have all the 

hampers and the food stock distribution and so on.  And the new project will be the 

improvement of infrastructure works at Woodford Lodge and under NAMDEVCO. 

Mr. Ratiram:  NAMDEVCO will be the executing agent.  And when can we 

expect the official opening or the completion of this project? 

Hon. Hosein:  The market is operational right now. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  So, it is facilities upgrade? 

Hon. Hosein:  If we are having an official opening, I will invite you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Moruga/Tableland. 

Ms.  Benjamin:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, with regard to 347: 

Development of the Agricultural Niche Products (Hill Rice, Honey and Forestry 

Products for Diversification), I saw that there was a non-expenditure with regard to 

2022, and a revised allocation of $800,000 after $5 million was budgeted in 2022.  

Can the Minister explain? 

Hon. Hosein:  The last fiscal, allocations were transferred to recurrent expenditure 

for the payment of outstanding bills.  Concerning the decrease, the Ministry will 

target two commodities, honey and forestry products in fiscal 2023. And therefore, 
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the amount requested and the draft estimate was much lower than the previous 

year’s allocation.  Purchase of aquaculture equipment—apiculture, sorry, 

equipment to extract honey from honey house and the purchase of seedlings for 

forest flowering plants. 

Ms.  Benjamin:  Thank you, Minister, for that the explanation, but a follow up.  

With regard to the hill rice farmers and the Moruga Gold, that is a co-operative in 

Moruga and I know they made applications, and I would have written to the 

Ministry on their behalf.  So, I am kind of taken aback that they are not being 

considered. 

Hon. Hosein:  As I said earlier, I started to speak to the rice farmers and we are 

looking at a national plan for the rice, which will include the hill rice, and actually 

I spoke to the gentleman recently concerning the hill rice person up in Moruga. 

Ms.  Benjamin:  There are two co-operatives and I would re-forward the letter on 

behalf of the other co-operative. 

Madam Chairman:  J. Other Services. 

Hon. Hosein:  I will be glad to receive your letter. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to line Item 428:  Farm to Agro-processing.  

Minister, this line Item, a very important line Item, Farm to Agro-processing was 

allocated $5 million in 2022, but it appears as though nothing happened under this 

line Item.  The Revised Estimate shows nil, the Actual spend for this project in 

2021 was nil.  Can you advise why? 

Hon. Hosein:  The last fiscal, funds were transferred to recurrent expenditure to 

pay outstanding bills, and with the decrease now, NAMDEVCO requested $1 
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million for fiscal 2023 to implement the National Agriculture Mapping and 

Monitoring System.  This will map the farmers using their produce in agro 

processing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, I appreciate the explanation you have provided us with 

respect to this line Item, why it is the fund was not utilized in 2021 and 2022.  

When we look at going forward in 2023, a project that we had all good intentions 

to allocate $5 million towards—and I see the Minister of Finance there with us 

who always likes to speak about agro-processing and this is an area that he had 

highlighted on multiple occasions, the importance of agro-processing.  I see only 

$800,000 is being allocated for 2023.  Can you advise the elements— 

Mr. Imbert:  Just let me make an intervention here. 

Mr. Ratiram:—of this $500 million that was allocated in 2022, what has been left 

out? Seeing that none was utilized in 2022 in the Revised Estimate and now we are 

only allocating $800,000 to this Farm to Agro-processing Project. 

Mr. Imbert:  Just let me make an intervention here.  If you look at the overall 

development programme for the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries in 

2023, it is an increase of 300 per cent from $27 million to $110 million, so it is 

gone up by $83 million. And Ministers are empowered within the Development 

Programme as projects come on stream and the actual demands of a project 

become better known, Ministers are empowered to move money around.  So, when 

you look at it in context, the Actual allocation is 300 per cent, three times as much 

as was what was spent in 2022, and there will be the opportunity for the Ministry 

if, for example, the— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Which line Item, Minister? 

Mr. Imbert:  I am on that line item where you were wondering why it is so little 
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bit of— 

2.00 p.m. 

Mr. Ratiram:  I am seeing nil for 2022 and 2021, I am seeing nil under that line 

Item. 

Mr. Imbert:  Are we not talking about 347? 

Mr. Ratiram:  No, Minister. 

Mr. Imbert:  You are not on 347. So, what are you on? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, we are on— 

Mr. Imbert: Sorry, 428. 

Mr. Ratiram: —428. 

Mr. Imbert:  Are you not on for 428? You are on 428, right? 

Mr. Ratiram:  428, yeah— 

Mr. Imbert:  Look at the— 

Mr. Ratiram:—the Actual 2021 was nil and 2022 was nil. 

Mr. Imbert: Yes, hold on, hold on. If you would allow me— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sure. 

Mr. Imbert: —to finish and then I did not interrupt you. 2022 Estimate for 428, 

$5 million, okay? Expenditure, nil.  So that in 2023, the Budget Division has 

allocated $800,000.  And I want to make the point that when the Budget Division 

allocates money to various Sub-Items, they look at the previous years’ 

performance in terms of expenditure.  So that there was $5 million allocated for 

this particular project in 2022, but none was spent for whatever reason, right? So 

that they would put a smaller amount in 2023.  But the other point that I made is 

far more important, that in the overall Development Programme of the Ministry is 

an additional amount of $83 million. So, if for example, the Ministry of 



117 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 77: Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Agriculture, Land and Fisheries is able to ramp up its expenditure in 428: Farm to 

Agro-processing, then they have ample opportunity within their allocation to move 

money around and supplement this particular line Item.  That is the point I am 

making to you. Okay? 

Madam Chairman: Madam Chair, under J. Other Services; 001 Provision of 

Agricultural Access to Targeted Commodities and Strategic Crops. There is a $10 

million allocation. I would like to ask the Minister to provide a list of the, or rather 

a programme of works, of the areas—the agricultural access areas to be done with 

this $10 million?  In light of the fact that we in the St. Augustine South, Orange 

Grove, Maloney South areas, the farmers, we have been making representation for 

agricultural access to food crop farmers to be improved and without much success. 

So, I am concerned about what you describe as “Targeted Commodities and 

Strategic Crops”, and I will appreciate you providing your programme of works for 

this $10 million. 

Madam Chairman:  [Inaudible]—yes.  Member for Couva South. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I see the Minister of Finance is 

providing much assistance at this stage.  Minister, with respect to this agricultural 

access too, any of this $10 million dollars will be spent on providing assistance to 

former Caroni employees who are currently engaged in agricultural production 

with their two-acre plots and so on, in terms of the provision of access facilities to 

get their crops out? For example, my colleague has been clamoring for the 

Exchange Farmers Association and so on, in relation to the state of their roads.  

Madam Chairman:  Would that question not be covered by the listing that the 

Minister undertook to provide in response— 
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Mr. Indarsingh:  It may well be, Madam Chair, but I would like to hear from the 

Minister based on his plans for fiscal 2023. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, and the details are going to be provided in writing.  I 

think that is the undertaking that was given to St. Augustine for all farmers. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  I hear you but there is a component to this that I may want to 

hear from the Minister in terms of his Ministry’s direction for 2023 and, of course, 

I am sure that there are a number of former employees of Caroni who are looking 

on at this programme and they may want to hear that the Minister is also looking 

out. 

Mr. Imbert:  Madam Chairman, can I just ask a question? Are you on line Item 

001? 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, the Provision of Agricultural Access to Targeted 

Commodities— 

Mr. Imbert:  And you are asking whether this is related to the infrastructure for 

agricultural plots for Caroni workers? 

Mr. Indarsingh:  No, no, no. I am talking about who are already involved in 

agricultural production and I used an example of the Exchange Farmers 

Association. And I am sure the goodly Minister, who is sitting next to the 

substantive line Minister, may empathize with what I am saying also. 

Mr. Imbert:  No, I am not arguing with you on that point, you know, I am just 

trying to get the context of your question so— 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Well, the context of the question, Minister, is— 

Ms. Ameen:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Indarsingh:—whether part of this $10 million— 
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Mr. Imbert: Is for that particular group? 

Mr. Indarsingh:—part, all—I do not know, I am asking. 

Mr. Imbert:  All right. 

Hon. Hosein:  Well, greater focus will be placed on south and central roads, since 

the agricultural stimulus package focuses on north areas such as the northern area. 

Mr. Indarsingh:   I am further confused at this point in time, Ma’am, but I will 

leave it at that. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and moving on swiftly with 

this same line Item, Minister, in providing the information for my colleague—my 

colleague, the MP for St. Augustine 

Madam Chairman:  No, the information is for the Committee, it is not for any 

specific person. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Upon the request— 

Madam Chairman:  It is for the Committee. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Upon the request made by my colleague, if you can also provide us 

with the information for the 2022, the $2 million that was utilized for 2022 in this 

line Item, where these works took place.  Also, line Item 429:  Local Food 

Production of Strategic Crops. Again, Minister, this line Item that was allocated $5 

million, when we look at the Revised Estimate for 2021, we see nil—sorry, for 

2022, we see nil. The Actual for 2021, we see nil. We are seeing $1 million is now 

being allocated for 2023.  Can you advise what this $1 million is going to go 

towards? And if it is going to be realized, if it is going to be executed or if next 

year we will see a nil for the Revised Estimate, as the pattern has demonstrated for 

this line Item? 
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Hon. Hosein:  Okay, concerning the decrease,funds were channelled to other new 

projects to mitigate against pests and diseases.  This project will focus on other 

strategies to increase production, such as hydroponic demonstrations across the 

eight counties. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 426: Rehabilitation of Cocoa Industry.  Minister, 

this line Item was estimated in 2022 at $1.1 million, but only $75,000 was utilized.  

Can you explain why it says that the full allocation was not utilized for the 

rehabilitation of the cocoa industry? 

Hon. Hosein:  In the last fiscal, contracts were awarded at the end of September 

2022, with an outstanding of $893,000. 

Madam Chairman:  Item K.  Drainage and Irrigation.  Member for Caroni East. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 001:  Water 

Management and Flood Control Programme.  Could you give us an idea of what 

was done in fiscal 2022 and why were all the funds not use?  $9 million was the 

2022 Estimate and only $3.5 million was using the Revised Estimate.  And I would 

also like to make an observation in the entire economic infrastructure budgeting of 

2022, only 35 per cent of the funds were used for all projects.  So, $51 million was 

budgeted, and only $18 million was used in the Revised Estimate for all projects. 

Only 35 per cent of the funds were used and why was this? 

Hon. Hosein:  In the last fiscal, outstanding bills from last fiscal for road network 

at Orange Grove and regarding to the present, there is no change in allocation, 

activities include road and drainage works at the Orange Grove and Felicity. 
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Dr. Seecheran:  And any of these projects would be done in Caroni East to 

combat our flooding issues there? 

Hon. Hosein:  Under 001, we have funds released to outstanding bills for access 

and rehabilitation to Depot Road in Londenville, Silica Road in Wallerfield and 

Samlalsingh Road in Gasparillo.  

Dr. Seecheran:  And, Minister, could you highlight to us why only 35 per cent of 

all allocated funds in 2022 were used? 

Madam Chairman:  Okay. So, Member, I am not going to allow that broad 

question with respect to the whole allocation.  I am sure you will have another 

opportunity to interrogate that in your total oversight function.  Member for Couva 

North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  [Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  Right.  K.  Land Acquisition; Item 004:  Social 

Infrastructure; Item 005:  Multi-Sectoral and Other Services; Item 004:  Social 

Infrastructure.  And if nothing under Item 005, I will call the project groups. L.  

Agricultural Youth Apprenticeship Programme; A.  Administrative Services; F.  

Public Buildings—under F., Member for Couva North? Under A. Administrative 

Services?  Yeah. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, can you provide us with the status of project 210:  Smart 

Agriculture Programme?  This was budgeted—this was allocated $1 million in 

2022. However, the Revised Estimate shows nil. 

Hon. Hosein:  There was no change in allocation.  Activities include the 

procurement of software and hardware to assist in advancing digitization efforts 

towards a single electronic portal, heavily technological in nature with benefits 

geared towards young farmers. 
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Madam Chairman:  Yes, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Hon. Minister, line Item 214: Compliance with Occupational 

Safety and Health Act.  This line Item is estimated in 2023 at $2 million.  And can 

you advise us, Minister, if it is that the accommodation for that has been housing 

the praedial larceny unit in central Trinidad is OSHA compliant, when last OSHA 

survey was done and conducted at that facility? 

Hon. Hosein:  No, this has nothing to do with the praedial larceny unit. This is a 

new project to ensure that the Ministry is— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Across the board? 

Hon. Hosein:—[Inaudible]—buildings. What? 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yeah, across the board or—? 

Hon. Hosein:  Across the board, yes 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, I understand that, to ensure that the Ministry across the board is 

OSHA compliant? 

Hon. Hosein:  Yeah, let me read it out. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Sure. 

Hon. Hosein:  To ensure that the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

buildings meet the requirements under the OSHA Act, fire alarms and other fire 

prevention equipment to be purchased in the first phase.   

Mr. Ratiram:  And— 

Hon. Hosein:  A three-year plan. 

Mr. Ratiram:  It is a three-year plan— 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:—starting from this year going forward. 

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  All right. The question I asked is with respect to the buildings 

housing the praedial larceny unit in central Trinidad.  Can you advise if it is— 

Madam Chairman:  You asked the Minister whether that was included and he 

said no.  That was the first question you asked.  Okay? What I want us all to do is 

to pay attention. We have other Ministries waiting and while I understand the need 

to thoroughly investigate this, as I said last time, there are other opportunities for 

Members to do their oversight and let us try to stick strictly to what we are doing 

here. All right? We have been here on this particular Ministry a little over four 

hours. All right?  We have seven more to complete and if Members think about 

their time distribution, what you gain here, you are going to lose down the road, 

okay? So, next question. 

2.15 p.m.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair for the guidance.  And, Minister, you 

have indicated that this is a three-year project. However, you indicated also that 

this line Item is for all the buildings of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and 

Fisheries across the board, and what I was highlighting to you, Minister, is that the 

building housing the praedial larceny unit, which falls within that range of 

buildings that is not OSH compliant, if it is that within this fiscal term an OSH 

audit would be completed with this $2 million to ensure that the building itself 

housing the praedial larceny unit becomes OSH compliant.  

Madam Chairman:  And I am not going to allow that. Member, could you ask 

another question? 

Mr. Ratiram:  I would move on to another project. Madam Chair, the 

Development of Electronic—line Item 208: Development of an Electronic 

Document Management System for State Land.  Minister, can you advise us the 
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status of this project and the expected completion date?  

Hon. Hosein:  This project is ongoing. It is a priority project for the Ministry, 

digitization of the state land client information management system and farmer 

client information management system are to be implemented to increase 

efficiencies in the process of obtaining a lease.  

Mr. Ratiram:  With respect to the explanation provided, hon. Minister—and that 

is very important for farmers to access their lease, to get their lease, et cetera—can 

you identify the completion date of this project? 

Hon. Hosein:  It is ongoing, but I will have to get the completion, when it was 

round up, when it will be completed. It is a three-year plan as well also.  

Mr. Ratiram:  So, it is projected to be completed in 2025?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes, that is election year. 

Madam Chairman:  F. Public Buildings.  Member for Caroni East. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you, Madam Chair. Minister, line Item 151: Upgrade of 

Centeno Livestock Station. I see it is budgeted for $1 million in 2023.  Could you 

give us an idea of the start date, the end date and the scope of works for this 

project, please?  

Hon. Hosein:  This is also a reactivated project, and this is to improve 

infrastructural works at the CLS, inclusive of reproductive labs and pen works, 

improvement of livestock, staff building infrastructure and training of technical 

staff. 

Dr. Seecheran:  And which month it will start and how long you think the project 

will last for? 

Hon. Hosein:  It will start in November for three years.  It is a three-year plan, 

starting in November. 
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Dr. Seecharan:  Thank you. And the total cost is $1 million and that is over three 

years or is it a million every year?  

Hon. Hosein:  No, that is for this phase. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Okay. All right, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  K. Lands and Surveys.  

Hon. Members, we will now move on to the Infrastructure Development 

Fund.  Item 003: Economic Infrastructure. We are at page 228.  Item 003: 

Economic Infrastructure.  D. Fishing.  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like to refer the 

Minister’s attention to line Item 228: Upgrade/Construction of Fishing Facilities in 

Trinidad.  Minister, this line Item is estimated at—289, sorry—estimated at $10 

million for 2023. Can you provide us with a breakdown of the fishing facilities that 

this $10 million will go towards?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay. These funds will be used to complete infrastructural works at 

the Carenage Fish Fry, which are being undertaken by UDeCOTT. While 

operations are ongoing at the facility, there are a few minor adjustments that are 

being made for the efficient and sustainable operation.  Outstanding bills for the 

Carenage Fish Fry is approximately $4.6 million.  The remaining funds will be 

used to initiate renovation works at the Blanchisseuse Fishing Facility. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, are any of these funds going to be allocated to Carli Bay? 

Hon. Hosein:  Where? 

Mr. Ratiram:  The fishing facility at Carli Bay.  

Madam Chairman:  We are under D., and what the Member is asking is if any of 

these funds under this Head is allocated to Carli Bay?  

Hon. Hosein:  No, it is under another line Item. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Okay. 

Madam Chairman:  F. Land Management Services; J. Other Services.  Hon. 

Members, Item 004:  Social Infrastructure.  We are going on to page 229. Yes, 

Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I would like 

to refer the Minister’s attention to project 004: Improvement and Expansion Work, 

Emperor Valley Zoo.  Minister, in the 2022 Revised Estimates$ 6 million was 

utilized and out of the $8 million that was provided.  Would you be kind enough to 

provide us with a breakdown of the works that was completed in 2022, the 

contractors, the description and the value of the contract? 

Hon. Hosein:  Last fiscal, moneys were used for the construction of a butterfly 

building, which is ongoing.  That is the steel structure as well as the plumbing and 

electrical are completed.  The roof was started in last fiscal and will continue into 

this fiscal.  Project management is UDeCOTT and $3.7 million was used in last 

fiscal to clear outstanding bills at this time. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Would you be able to provide us with a breakdown of the payees 

who received the funds and what services they actually provided and the contracts?  

Hon. Hosein:  Yes. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And also, can you advise us, this $10 million that is allocated for 

2023, what works we expect to see completed with the utilization of this $10 

million?  

Hon. Hosein:  Okay, sure. The increase is for major infrastructural works, which is 

the roofing and the scathing wall, are to be completed in this fiscal.  The remaining 

funds will be used for the road works and other infrastructural works in the 

expanding of the discovery centre.   
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister. 

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 77 ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Ministers. Thank you, PS and other technocrats 

from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  Head 13: Office of the 

Prime Minister. 

Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister, $532,761,000.  

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, we are at page 55.  I shall now invite the 

Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister to make a brief opening 

statement for a maximum of five minutes. Minister. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I am honoured to appear before 

this Committee together with my fellow colleague, Minister, Permanent Secretaries 

and the management team to provide clarity on the budgetary allocation provided 

to the Office of the Prime Minister for fiscal 2023.  I wish to express my deepest 

appreciation to the Minister of Finance for ensuring an allocation that would allow 

the Office of the Prime Minister to continue pursuing its developmental agenda for 

those populations that we support.  I also wish to express gratitude for the 

assurance that the OPM will be further supported should the need arise in fiscal 

2023, as I am certain they will.  

The Office of the Prime Minister is responsible for the provision of 

professional and coordinated support services to the Prime Minister, as well as the 

execution of the operational business of key portfolios which includes: 

Government Communications; Gender and Child Affairs; Central Administrative 

Services, Tobago; Ecclesiastical Affairs; and the coordination of the national 

response to HIV/AIDS.   
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Madam Chair, I recognize that the world is facing unprecedented times with global 

challenges, ranging from pandemics, wars, supply chains, disruptions, adverse 

weather, et cetera. The Office of the Prime Minister has positioned itself to provide 

centralized communication and critical support services for addressing the needs of 

the most vulnerable in our society. Thus, in alignment with this year’s budget 

theme: Tenacity and Stability in the Face of Global Challenges, the Office of the 

Prime Minister will prioritize its key activities, programmes and projects that 

promote services and partnerships with key actors to ensure the well-being of the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.   

It is without a doubt that this year has been a challenging one for men, 

women and children.  It is against this backdrop that I want to remind this House of 

the unwavering commitment of the Government in the area of care and protection 

of our nation’s children.  The Government tackled this problem head on with the 

appointment of the team appointed to conduct an independent investigation into the 

abuse of children at children’s homes, rehabilitation centres and other institutions, 

which provide residential care for children.  An interministerial task force was 

appointed soon after to examine the report of the team and to put forward action 

items for recommendations contained in the report.  

I am happy to point out that a special line Item was created and an allocation 

provided to allow us at GCA to commence implementation.  It is anticipated that 

the child protection system would be significantly enhanced offering our children 

the best care and protection in 2023.  

Madam Chair, this year’s budget allocation allows the Office of the Prime 

Minister to maintain focus and commitment towards: 

1. Improving a Government provision of public information and 
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communication services to keep our citizens properly informed and 

abreast with all that is happening in the country;  

2. Working with key stakeholders to improve the protection of our 

children and the vulnerable men and women as well as those living 

with HIV and AIDS; and  

3. Expanding the in-place systems and support services for supporting 

those vulnerable persons in need.   

In closing, I wish to make it abundantly clear that Government alone will not be 

able to address the many issues facing our beloved nation.  This requires more than 

just an all-of-government approach.  It requires all hands on deck.  Whoever or 

wherever you are, do not think your contribution is small or insignificant.  At the 

end of the day, it will add up.  It is for this reason, I would like to encourage the 

Members of this Parliament and the nation to work with us to secure our citizens 

and navigate them to overcome the challenges they may be experiencing in coping 

with the unanticipated changes. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Minister.  

Question proposed: That Head 13 stand part of the Schedule.  

2.30 p.m.  

Hon. Members, the sum of $532,761,000 for Head 13: Office of the Prime 

Minister is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the following 

Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure, 

the Draft Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and 

Similar Bodies and of the Tobago House of Assembly and the Draft Estimates of 

Development Programme.   

We shall now consider the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.  
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Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure; Item 001, General Administration.  Member 

for Princes Town. 

Mr. Paray:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Thank you, Madam.  Hon. Minister, with 

respect to line Item 01/001/0: Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance, there is a 

decrease in this area, could the hon. Minister provide us with a breakdown of the 

vacant posts and the classification for same, and what would account really for the 

decrease in this allocation? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Hon.Member, I will provide it to you, just give me a minute.  

I am going to give you the information.  The total number of public officers, 343; 

98 permanent officers; number of vacant offices, 245; number of vacant offices 

with bodies, 183; total number of offices without bodies, 72; number of vacant 

offices which cannot been filled, for example, because of suppression, et cetera, 

10.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you.  Minister, if we turn our attention to line Item 04, 

under General Administration, Allowances- Monthly Paid Officers, there seems to 

be an increase by $520,000.  Can the Ministers indicate what additional allowances 

will be provided given the increase in the allocation? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So, Member, it is for increase in increments as well as 

other allowances for public officers. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay.  And line Item 01/001/05, Government’s Contribution to 

N.I.S., Minister, there is a $300,000 increase, can you indicate whether or not this 

reflects arrears, outstanding payments to the NIS on behalf of employees?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  No, we do not have any outstanding arrears for NIS. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay.  So, therefore, can you give us a justification for the 
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increase by $300,000? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  That would be for additional staff and filling of vacancies. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Moruga/Tableland. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Madam Chair, on 14, can the Minister state how many 

Cabinet-appointed committees there are?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The Cabinet-appointed committees would be the National 

Security Council, the National AIDS Coordinating Committee, as well as other 

commissions of enquiries and other committees that come up. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, the line Item just above, 09, 

Remuneration to Chairman and Members of, and it ends, but we are now allocating 

$500,000, can you just tell us about this $500,000 allocation? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  This one is for commissions of enquiries appointed by the 

President. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town.  Member for Couva South. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Minister, with respect to 

Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance for Vacant Posts, just a couple of minutes 

ago we were told by the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries that the Land 

Management Authority and the Land Adjudication Tribunal have been transferred 

to the Office of the Prime Minister.  In this provision, is there any allocation for 

recruitment of personnel in this Land Management Authority or Land Adjudication 

Tribunal? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We will have to provide that in writing.  We have to clarify 

that. 
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Mr. Indarsingh:  But there is? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Just one moment, please.  Okay.  We will have to provide 

that information for you in writing. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  But can you confirm? You are advising me that you will provide 

that in writing, so can you confirm part of this allocation will be utilized for the 

recruitment of staff as it relates—  

Madam Chairman:  Member, you have asked that question three times. It has 

been deferred— 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:—and on the two previous occasions, the Minister said she 

have to confirm that, she will have to state that in writing.  I am sure you saw her 

try to get some assistance on the second occasion and the question came back—

and the answer came back the same.  So, can we move on to something else?  

Member for Oropouche East. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Madam Chair, I am at 09: Remuneration to Chairman and 

Members of. We understand this to be the commissions of enquiry, could the 

Minister indicate which commission of enquiry and whether or not any payments 

have been made to the respective commissioners and how much and when?  That 

is it. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Just one second, Member. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Sure. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  I am getting the information for you.  So, the information I 

have for that, Member, is the bodies that would be paid under this Item would be, 

as I would have mentioned before, the National Security Council, commissions of 

enquiries; the National Security Council Secretariat and other additional 



133 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

commissions of enquiries.  

Dr. Moonilal:  Could I ask to clarify, what commission of enquiry of the National 

Security Council?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The National Security Council is one— 

Dr. Moonilal:  “Oh”, so you are listing— 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, I am just listing all the different bodies that would be 

paid under it for you. 

Dr. Moonilal:  So this is to pay the members of the National Security Council? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, we have here the provision is for payment of the 

National Security Council, I have the figure for that; commissions and committees, 

I have the allocation, the figure for that broken down here; as well as the 

National—the commissions of enquiries, and I have a figure allocated for that. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Okay.  Could you just tell me how much to pay the National 

Security Council? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, Member, all of this information is accounted for under 

line Item 65. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, Member—  

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  Just to clarify though, Madam Chair, if I may, the 

members of the National Security Council are not paid, and I know the Member for 

Oropouche East is well aware of that.   

Dr. Moonilal:  I thought it had changed. 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  The members are not paid— 

Dr. Moonilal:  I thought that had changed. 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:—but the functions of the National Security Council have 

to be paid for because there is a secretariat, and I know the Member for Oropouche 
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East is well aware that the members—  

Dr. Moonilal:  [Inaudible]—things have changed. 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  Nothing has changed, except that there is a proper 

Government in place, but the members of the security council are not paid. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Putting aside the National Security Council, where we are now 

aware of the composition and how they are paid and so on, what other commission 

of enquiry would fall under this heading?  And could you just name them? They 

cannot be much; one or two, I guess.  You are interfering in—  

Madam Chairman:  So, we are at 09?  Okay?  Let us just declare we are at 09.  

Yes. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, Madam Chair, this allocation, as I have been advised, is 

in case there is a commission of enquiry that would be appointed.  All 

commissions of enquiry that are existing are under 65.  That is under Goods and 

Services. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 002: Gender Affairs Division; Item 003, 

Communications; Item— 

Mr. Padarath:  [Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  Under Item 003?  

Mr. Padarath:  Yes, Ma’am. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thanks, Madam Chair.  Madam, I am at line Item 04, under 

Communications, 003, for Monthly Paid Officers, can the Minister indicate under 

04, Allowances, what accounts for the drastic decrease in allowances for fiscal 

2023? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, the allowances were transferred for Minister, 
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Permanent Secretary and DPS. Their allowances were transferred to GAOPM. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay.  And, Madam, if you would allow me to look at 05, 

Government’s Contribution to N.I.S., under the heading, 003, Communications, 

there is also a decrease by $130,000, is that a similar explanation, Minister?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Moruga/Tableland. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Asked and answered, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 14: Remuneration to 

members of Cabinet-Appointed Committees, we have a consistent $534,000, 

which committee is this? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Sorry, Member— 

Ms. Haynes:  Line Item 14—  

Hon. de Nobriga:  003, right?  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes.  Yes. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Okay. 

Ms. Haynes:  003, line Item 14: Remuneration to members of Cabinet-Appointed 

Committees. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  These committees— 

Ms. Haynes:  “Um-hum.”  Yes. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Members, these committees would be committees that—well, 

actually, to be very honest, Member, I will have to get that to you in writing, you 

know.  Yeah? 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  No problem. 
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Hon. de Nobriga:  Thanks. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Ma’am, on 01: Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance, 

Minister, can you indicate to us if there is a position of active listener in this 

communication unit?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Hosein:  Is there a position of active listeners contracted under this unit? 

Hon. de Norbriga:  Active listeners?  

Mr. Hosein:  Yes. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  No. 

Mr. Hosein:  Recently I saw there was a position—  

Madam Chairman:  Minister, have you answered, yes or no?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  No.   

Madam Chairman:  No?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yeah. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  So, I am not allowing any further question, no active 

listeners under this—  

Mr. Hosein:  So, we cannot challenge the Minister’s answer?  

Madam Chairman:  You could challenge it if you are going to put something to 

the Minister.  Item 004: Government Printery.  Member for Moruga/Tableland. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Madam Chair, if the Minister can provide, through you, how 

many vacant posts currently exist in the Government Printery?  That is— 

Madam Chairman:  You are under—what?—001? 

Ms. Benjamin:  001. 

Madam Chairman:  01.  
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Hon. de Nobriga:  One second.  Member, vacancies at the Government Printery, 

302 positions vacant; 73 vacant with bodies. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Minister, if you could provide in writing a classification of these 

posts?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  I can give it to you now if you want.  

Ms. Benjamin:  In the essence of time because I know this is only our second 

Head, so I do not mind taking it in writing. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  “Couva North gone so everything hustle now”.  No problem. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  

Madam Chairman:  Item 005: National Archives.  Sub-Head 02: Goods and 

Services; Item 001: General Administration.  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, in previous years the 

Government had recruited a lobbyist firm, if believe out of Washington, the group.  

Under line Item 23: Fees, can you indicate how much of this is allocated to that 

lobbyist?  And since the recruitment of that lobbyist, how much in total has been 

paid?   

2.45p.m.  

Hon. De. Nobriga:  Madam Chair, this is under Goods and Services, yes? 02, 23? 

Madam Chairman: Yes.  

Mr. Padarath: [Inaudible]   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Sorry, Member, that does not fall under this line Item.  I 

believe that is handled out of the Ministry of Finance. 

Mr.  Padarath:  Minister, can you indicate then what is the breakdown for line 

Item 23:  Fees?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, sorry.  As I am going through my notes here, this 
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allocation is for legal and other fees like licences, telephone licences, ICT licence 

fees, website hosting, renewal of warranties on servers, renewal of end user 

licences, that sort of stuff. 

Mr.  Padarath:  Thank you.  Minister, if you look at the 2022 Revised Estimates, 

you would see that there was an allocation of $5.4 million.  Similarly, can you give 

us an idea of what that $5.5 million would have been spent on?  If you do not have 

it, if you can provide it in writing we would be grateful. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  You will get that information in writing.  

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  Madam Chairman, just to indicate, that the list that the 

Minister gave, it would be the same things, but remember that some fees become 

due at different times.  So, this sum may be larger because of the fact that a certain 

fee or a certain licence may have been up and we would have to pay the fees at that 

time.  So, it may be a larger amount in 2022, and a smaller amount in 2023. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Minister, line Item 22:  Short-term Employment.  We are estimating 

$800,000.  Can you give me an indication of how many persons you have under 

Short-term Employment, and can we also rationalize the increase?  Is it that 

persons are moving from contract to short-term in the interim?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  You wanted the number of persons we have on short-term 

employment?   

Ms. Haynes:  Correct.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We currently have seven short-term providers.  You wanted 

the categories you said? 

Ms. Haynes:  Sure, but also that we are moving from $600,000 to $800,000.  So, 

is it that you are bringing on more short-term employees or that it is an interim 
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feature while contracts are—  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  As the need arises we engage short-term employees.  So it 

depends on the need within the Ministry. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche East.  

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, I am now at 65 properly, 

Expenses of Cabinet appointed Bodies.  You had indicated earlier that under this 

line Item we would get some information as to the existing commissions of 

enquiry, and the proposed use of the $35million.  I am now asking for a list of the 

commissions of enquiry, the members and what fees have been paid to those 

members over the last fiscal 2022.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay, Member, that would be provided to you in writing.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Is there an undertaking to provide?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The information you requested, it would be provided to you. 

Dr. Moonilal:  And if I could add as well, whether the Commission of Enquiry 

into the Paria divers tragedy, whether they have been facilitated with basic 

equipment, as they were crying out for, pens, paper, lead, all these things?  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South.  Asked and answered?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Well, my colleague raised the issue of the Paria Commission, 

but under Contract Employment, Chair, 16, there is an increased expenditure—a 

projected increased expenditure of $1.8 million approximately.  Minister, could 

you inform this meeting what this sum will be spent on? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, we have 100 contract positions, we have 59 with bodies, 

and we have 41 without bodies.  So, we are going to be moving towards getting 

those without bodies filled. 
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Mr. Indarsingh:  Going back to the—I did not hear you too clearly on 65, 

Expenses of Cabinet appointed Bodies.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Sorry.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  This $7 million, in terms of commissions and committees, will 

take into consideration adequate funding for the Paria Commission of Enquiry, in 

relation to staffing and Internet and all the facilities that the Chairman complained 

about?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Madam Chair, can I just say that while I understand that this is 

a lovely space for us to talk about things that have nothing to do with the line 

Items, this was also ventilated.  These things were addressed with the Commission 

that we did—  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Hello, hello, hello!  

Madam Chairman:  No, no, no.   

Mr. Indarsingh:  Madam Chair.  

Madam Chairman:  No, no—hello, hello.   

Mr. Indarsingh:  Hello, Madam Chair.  

Madam Chairman:  Hello, hello, excuse me.  More so if you are addressing the 

Chair, “hello, hello, hello” is not a way for us to address each other.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Madam Chair— 

Madam Chairman:  No, no.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  I asked the Minister—  

Madam Chairman:  And I have not granted you audience.  I have not finished 

saying what I was saying. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Why do they want to hide about this Commission of Enquiry, 
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and they are evasive about this Commission of Enquiry into Paria, Madam Chair.  

That is the issue. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West.  Do you have a question to 

ask, Member for Oropouche West?  

Mr. Tancoo:  Yes, Madam.   

Madam Chairman:  Please, go ahead.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Madam, I am referring to line Item 04:  Electricity.  I know that we 

had a 980—this is on page 57—a $980,000 allocation, but we only spent $600,000, 

and we are back to 980.  I was wondering whether these were because we had 

substantial amount of arrears owing to the electricity company.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We had some outstanding bills that we had to settle. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Ma’am, I also want to go back to 05:  Telephones, and a similar 

situation has arisen.  I note that you had a 1.5 Estimate for 2022, which you 

increased to 1.8 in 2022, as your revised, but you have now gone for an additional 

700 in 2023.  So, we had an Estimate to 1.5, you increased it in your revised to 1.8, 

and you are now going for 2023 to 2.5.  Can you advise what would have caused 

this dramatic increase in your telephone bills?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So, we have additional officers who are entering on to the 

corporate plan, so that would account for some of the increases as well, as well as 

Internet as well. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 002:  Gender Affairs; Item 003:  Communication.  Item 

004:  Government Printery; Item 005:  National Archives; Item 006:  Freedom of 

Information Unit.   
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Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Under the Freedom of Information Unit, Contract 

Employment, 16, Minister, can you indicate how many persons you have in that 

unit, as opposed to how much vacancies exist?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, right now the organizational structure has six 

positions.  There is one filled at this moment.  There are five vacant, however, we 

are actively going through the process of hiring people to fill, at least, two more 

positions, and then we will look at the next level of the structure to fill those as 

well. 

Mr. Hosein:  Are the vacancies notices out for those two positions?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes, I believe those were advertised in the daily newspapers 

and on social media. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town.   

Mr.  Padarath:  Madam, I am on Head 007. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 007:  Office of Information Commissioner.  Member 

for Princes Town. 

Mr.  Padarath:  Minister, line Item 16:  Contract Employment, there is an 

increase by $495,000, with a total for 2023 Estimates being $500,000.  Can the 

hon. Minister give us an indication of how many persons are on contract 

employment in this unit, and also a scope of work with respect to the work that is 

done in the Office of the Information Commissioner?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, there would be no one in that unit right now.  

[Inaudible]—consultancy—re the review of the legislation has been completed, 

and the Attorney General’s Office is currently tasked with the responsibility of that 

legislative review.  The time frame for that, however, is within their purview.  So, 
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when this is done then we would see the roll out of that. 

Mr.  Padarath:  Minister, in light of that answer that you provided, and you 

envisage that there will be operation of this office within the next fiscal year, can 

you give us an idea of the scope of work of the Office of the Information 

Commissioner? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  The Office of the Information Commission will be responsible 

for monitoring, as it is now, pursuant to the Data Protection Act.  It will be 

responsible for the monitoring of the administration of the Act, and to ensure its 

purposes are achieved, and in doing so will have certain responsibilities.  It will 

conduct audits and investigations to ensure compliance with the Act.  It will advise 

on privacy protection implications and it will authorize the collection of personal 

information otherwise, directly from the individuals in appropriate circumstances. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Minister, can you just confirm if any notices have gone 

out for the Information Commissioner position? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  I cannot, Member.  As I said, that sits with the Attorney 

General, and the legislation that would give life to this still sits with him.  Once 

that is done, then we would go out for employment. 

Mr. Hosein:  So, the Act is under review, that is what you are saying, the Data 

Protection Act?  Because the Data Protection Act creates the Office of Information 

Commissioner?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, as I said before, the consultancy, re the review of the 

legislation, has been completed.  The Attorney General’s Office currently has the 

responsibility for the legislative review, and the time frame for that is within their 

purview. 
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Madam Chairman:  Sub-Head 03:  Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 001:  

General Administration.   

Member for Chaguanas East. 

Ms. Mohit:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  02:  Office Equipment.  A Revised 

Estimate of $82,000 for 2022, and 2023 Estimate of $1.1 million.  Minister, can 

you state what accounts for this increase in allocation and, if possible, provide a 

breakdown of the category of equipment?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Thank you, Member.  That is to purchase heavy duty 

printers, desktop, laptops and USB-C pockets, as well as other minor equipment. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 003:  Communications; Item 004:  Government 

Printery; Item 005:  National Archives.   

Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Sorry, Madam, I am on the other line Item, my apologies. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay. Sub-Head 04:  Current Transfers and Subsidies; Item 

001:  Regional Bodies.  Is this where you are, Member?  

Mr. Padarath:  No, Madam. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 003:  United Nations Organisations; Item 004:  

International Bodies; Item 005:  Non-Profit Institutions.   

Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Hon. Minister, line Items—if I can take them all together because 

it is the same question for all, 04, 05, 09, 10.  Can the hon. Minister indicate, in 

light of government subvention to these homes, whether or not they are all 

compliant in terms of meeting the licence regime?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Thank you, Member, for that question.  They are not licensed 

as yet.  They are looking at March next year to ensure that all facilities are 
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licensed.  

Mr.  Padarath:  March next year?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Mr. Padarath:  Ma’am, if I can have a follow up before Tabaquite.   

Madam Chairman:  Okay, sure.  Go ahead.  

Mr. Padarath:  I just wanted to find out whether or not there will be a review of 

that legislation before 2023 March, with respect to the licensing of these homes?  

3.00 p.m. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The Act has not been proclaimed as yell.  So, the deadline 

we are looking to have it proclaimed is the end of March 2023.  So, it is our hope 

to have our facilities ready for licensing before the end of March deadline that we 

are working with.  

Mr. Padarath:  [Inaudible]—appreciate that this matter is in the public domain for 

quite a while and a lot has been said with respect to these children’s homes.  Can 

you give us an idea of why it is taking so long to have these children’s homes 

compliant with respect to being regularized and licensed? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So, I want to explain.  Prior to 2015 and the coming 

of the Children’s Authority, there was not a licensing regime so anybody could 

have opened up their home or found a building, picked up some children and called 

it a children’s home.  When the Act came into being, we had to ensure that we 

gave the facilities time to meet the requirements that we would have, as 

Government starting from a previous administration, would have now set in place.  

And we are giving them the support to ensure that they do reach the licensing 

requirement.   



146 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

As I said, we are looking at March next year, the end of March, to have the 

Act fully proclaimed and we are working with the various homes to bring them up 

to standard.  If they are not bought up to standard, then there is an alternative 

where we are trying to promote through the Children’s Authority, foster care as 

well as kinship care.  We are working towards implementing the recommendations 

that were laid out from the task force and part of that is boosting and supporting 

the Children’s Authority to meet the mandate in terms of foster care, kinship care. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite.   

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, 01: Ecclesiastical Bodies.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  [Inaudible]  

Ms. Haynes:  01: Ecclesiastical Bodies.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Right?  We had expended $500,000 in fiscal—can you tell me who 

benefited?  And is it the same group that is set to benefit with the allocation for 

fiscal 2023?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So, thanks for that question.  That allocation is 

actually supposed to be for the IRO.  However, the last payment was in 2017, 

when they would have met the requirements for issuing of the subvention.  So, 

before the money is released, they must submit the reports, et cetera.  And the last 

time that was done, when they met the requirements was in 2017 but the allocation 

is for IRO.   

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  One follow up.  And this follow up is just looking at the 

expenditure, the Actual expenditure for ’21. It is quite a significant difference 

between what we are allocating going forward, so if we can just account for that.  

Madam Chairman:  Account for what?  The difference? 
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Ms. Haynes:  The difference.  Yes.  Going forward. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima. 

Mr. Charles:  Well, I was two questions.  

Ms. Haynes: [Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  I just took it the account will be in writing.  I am 

sorry.   

Ms. Haynes: [Inaudible]—if I could just get the undertaking. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes.   

Ms. Haynes:  Oh, it would be in writing?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes.   

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  Thank you.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.   

Mr. Charles:  Just a slight follow up on that, and my question: There used to be an 

ecclesiastical grant because I used to collect that for the Baptist church, one of 

the—what has happened to that grant that is given to churches?  

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  I cannot allow question unless you link it to 

something that we are looking at.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, if I may?  

Mr. Charles:  18, but there is nothing there.  

Madam Chairman:  Just a minute please.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, if I may?   

Madam Chairman:  Just one minute, please.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Oh, sorry.   

Madam Chairman:  Member, you are looking at an Item.  Could you just tell me 

the Item?   
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Mr. Charles:  Excuse me?   

Madam Chairman:  The line Item you are looking at? 

Mr. Charles:  Yes.  Yes.  I want to ask on the Item 10: St. Jude’s Home for Girls. 

Madam Chairman:  The ecclesiastical grant, you wanted to— 

Mr. Charles:  Oh, yes.  I wanted to find out because I used to collect the grant for 

Baptists.   

Madam Chairman:  What line Item are you referring to?   

Mr. Charles:  That is 01.  What has happened to this annual payment to the 

various churches in Trinidad and Tobago to assist them in their respective jobs?   

Madam Chairman:  So, you want to know if that 01 includes the— 

Mr. Charles:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:—ecclesiastical grant? 

Mr. Charles:  Yes.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, the allocation here— 

Madam Chairman:  Go ahead, Minister.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, the allocation here under Ecclesiastical 

Bodies has been identified as a payment, a subvention payment to the interreligious 

organizations.  There is a standard procedure for that, a subvention to be released.  

Once that is met, the money is issued out to the IRO.  In terms of other 

organizations, I am fully aware that funding is received by various Ministries.  So, 

for example, during the Divali preparations, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 

the Arts would usually assist.  So, it is not as though this is just— 

Mr. Charles:  So, just for clarification.  You have discontinued to the individual 

churches, like the—you know, like the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha and what—

and you gave it to the IRO.  
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Hon. Webster-Roy:  No.  That is not what I am saying, Member.  Those 

organizations receive funding for their various cultural activities from the Ministry 

of Tourism, Culture and the Arts.  I am aware of that.  That is a fact. 

Mr. Charles:  Okay.  Madam, Item 10: St. Jude’s Home for Girls, and I see a 

decrease of $1.6 million.  And I was thinking in the context of, you know, the 

various challenges felt by children who are—you know, have challenges, social 

and otherwise, what could justify such a significant decrease of $1.6 million?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We had previously owed the church some money for rent.  

So that additional allocation was to help to cover the cost of arrears of rent owed to 

the church.  As you are aware, St. Jude’s no longer manages the homes—no longer 

is managed by the church but it is now under the State, and we actually rent the 

facilities to house the children from the Catholic Church. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Madam Chair. Through you, Madam Chair, to the hon. 

Minister.  Minister, I am on line Item 03: Contribution to Non-Profit Institutions, 

and I am noticing in brackets (Children’s Homes).  Minister, we had an allocation 

in 2021 of $10.9—well, $11 million, it dropped in your Estimates to $8 million and 

then it went back up to close to $10 million both in your Revised Estimates and 

now in your 2023 Estimate.  From my information, Minister, and for the 

information of the Committee, can you provide a list of the beneficiaries of this 

funding?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Sure.  I can do that for you now.  Do you want me to call it 

out?  

Mr. Tancoo:  If it is not too expansive—if it not too extensive and it will stick 

within your five minutes, Ma’am.  
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Hon. Webster-Roy:  I could call it out for you.  Adonna Institution for Orphans— 

you want the amount that they would have received up to August?  

Mr. Tancoo:  Yes.  Please.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  Total amount recommended for August 2022, 

$16,000; Amica House, $46,600; Bridge of Hope, $87,600; Casa de Corazon, 

$28,350; Couva Children’s Home and Crisis Nursery, $30,800; Credo Drop-In and 

Development Centre, $26,600; Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s Cyril Ross 

Nursery, $17,600; Dar ul Amaan Freeport Children’s Home, $18,100; El Shaddai 

Restoration Home for Children, $27,000; Ezekiel Home for Abandoned Children, 

$49,200; Ferndean’s Place Children’s Home, $24,800; Chickland Children’ Home, 

$25,000; Haven of Hope, $26,900; Hope Centre, $26,600; Jireh House, $14,500; 

Jaya Lakshmi Children’s Home, $20,300; Joshua Home for Boys, $22,400; Living 

Water Community or Our Lady of the Wayside, $34,000; Margaret Kistow did not 

receive any; Mary Care Centre north, $23,200; Mary Care Centre south, $49,100; 

Mother’s Union Children’s Home, $17,350; Operation Smile Children’s Home, 

$9,300; Raffa House, $19,600; Rainbow Rescue, $29,300; Credo Foundation for 

Justice, Sophia House, $21,500; Swaha Vishok Bhavan $15,910; the Islamic Home 

for Children, $41,500.  These were the amounts that were recommended for 

payment in August in 2022. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas East.   

Ms. Mohit:  Thank you, Madam Chair, I refer to line Item 03 as well as 06; 03 

being Contribution to Non-Profit Institutions (Children’s Homes) and 06: 

Contribution to Non-Profit Institutions (Gender Affairs).  Minister, given the 

increases under these line Items, can you state what changes are envisioned for 

fiscal 2023 as it relates to children’s homes as well as gender affairs institutions?  
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Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So, in terms of children’s homes, you are aware that 

we would have had the work plan that was submitted and approved, recommended 

for approval by F&GP. So we are doing work to improve the quality of care at the 

different facilities or support them to bring them up to standard to ensure that they 

have the right type of equipment, right carer to child ratio and all of that.  So that is 

for children’s homes.   

In terms of the gender affairs, we currently have two state-run shelters 

operating.  We will have additional shelters to come on stream, as well as the 

intention is here for us to support those NGOs working out there helping us in 

response to gender-based violence in our communities, and also for us to help them 

in term of their public sensitization awareness efforts.  I mean, at present, our call 

to action is for all of Trinidad and Tobago to develop a zero-tolerance attitude 

towards violence against women and girls, and we have been working to support 

the NGOs in that as well. 

Ms. Mohit:  Sure.  Just one follow up, Madam Chair.  Minister, would you be 

willing to provide the work plan? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  That would not be a problem. 

Ms. Mohit:  Sure.  Thanks.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.   

Mr. Charles:  [Inaudible]—to 04: St. Mary’s Children’s Home and 05: 

St.Dominic’s Children’s Home.  In respect of St. Mary’s Home, the cost has been 

held constant since 2021, notwithstanding increased cost of food, uniforms, books, 

et cetera.  In St. Dominic’s Children’s Home, it was $17.3 million in 2021.  It is 

down to $15 million allocated in 2023, with a decrease over the previous year of a 

half million dollars.  And the question is, given increased costs, what is the 
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justification for holding the cost constant or reducing it over time?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So, thank you for that question, Member.  St.Mary’s 

and St. Dominic’s Children’s Home, they both are run by denominational bodies.  

Right?  In the case of St. Mary’s, there is a Cabinet-approved subvention; same for 

St. Dominic’s Children’s Home, there is a Cabinet-approved subvention.  But these 

two facilities also have the ability to raise funds and get additional support through 

corporate sponsorship because, as I said before, they are under the churches and 

they have the ability to go out and requests donations or receive support from 

external bodies, unlike St. Jude’s which is managed by the State.  Yes. 

Mr. Charles:  Do you have a mechanism in place to ensure that the church is able 

to raise the funds to make up for any shortfall?  They have an audit in place with 

respect to these two institutions?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We actually audit the subvention that they receive from the 

State. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you.  Hon. Minister, I want to refer to line Items 03, 04, 05, 

09 and 10 on a point of clarification.  Earlier when I asked about whether or not 

these—any of these homes had been licensed you gave a blanket answer.  But you 

also said that from 2015 you all have been reviewing.  So, 2015, ’16, ’17,’18, ’19, 

’20, ’22, the question that I have is, based on line Item 03, 04, 05, 09 and 10, can 

you say if any of these children’s homes have been licensed in the past seven years 

that your Government has been office?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We have homes that been licensed. I will give you the names 

of the homes that are licensed.  

Mr. Padarath:  And also, if you can give us the amount of those that are not. 
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Hon. Webster-Roy:  Sure.  Okay.  In terms of licence, we have Amica House; 

Christ Child Convalescent Home; the Community Residence in Lambeau; Couva 

Children’s Home and Crisis Nursery, Dar ul Amaan Children’s Home; Probation 

Hostel; El Shaddai Restoration Home; Haven of Hope; Hope Centre; Islamic 

Home for Children; Mother’s Union Children’s Home; Our Lady of the Wayside; 

Rainbow Rescue; Sophia House; Sri Jaya Lakshmi Children’s Home; St. 

Dominic’s Children’s Home, Plain View Homestead; St. Dominic’s Children’s 

Home, Sunny Hill Homestead;  Swaha Vishok Bhavan Children’s Home.   

In terms of conditional licence we have Adonna Institute for Orphans; 

Bridge of Hope; Ezekiel’s Home for Abandoned Children; Joshua Home for Boys.   

In terms of those that are unlicensed, we have Casa de Corazon; Chickland 

Children’s Home; Credo Drop-In and Residential Development Centre; Ferndean’s 

Place Children’s Home; Jireh, Raffa House; Lady Hochoy Home; Marian House; 

Mary Care Centre north; Mary Care Centre south; Operation Smile Home for 

Children; Cyril Ross Nursery; St.Dominic’s Children’s Home; St. Jude’s School 

for Girls; and St. Mary’s Children’s Home.  

3.15 p.m.  

Mr. Padarath:  Minister, can I confirm that you have just named 14 homes that 

are unlicensed?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes.  Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, just as a follow up on my 

colleague’s question, I noticed that you indicated the 14 homes that were not 

licensed, but those are the recipients of substantial amount of state funding.  Can 

the Minister indicate specifically what time frame we can expect—since you have 

been working on this for the last seven years—these homes to be licensed, to be 
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qualified enough to be licensed so that we can have some level of accounting, 

proper accounting for moneys being expended?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Thank you for that question, Member.  As I would have 

indicated previously, we are working with a March 31st deadline, 2023.  If they are 

not licensed by then, then they would have to close. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you.  

Madam Chairman:  Item 007: Households.  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you, Madam.  Madam, line Item 03 to the hon. Minister, 

the Children’s Authority.  Minister, almost every year the Children’s Authority 

comes for a supplementation in the mid-year review and we see that the Children’s 

Authority has been decreased by over $28 million in the next fiscal year.  Minister 

I have received a copy of a correspondence that was sent by your office, by the 

Children’s Authority with a request for a $180 million as their budget that is 

needed for their expenses to cover the next fiscal year, can you indicate in light of 

that correspondence where the Children’s Authority is asking for a $180 million, 

and so much has been said and done with respect to child abuse in this country, and 

a lot of tears coming from you.  The figures re-elected here does not seem to reflect 

the care and consideration of the Government, when the Children’s Authority has 

been severely cut— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Padarath:—and this is nowhere close to the $180 million that has been 

requested by the Children’s Authority to cover the expenses for the next year in 

terms of operation and the protection of our nation’s children. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  My very hon. friend, do you see me crying in here?  

Anyway, Madam Chair, I often say when I contribute on matters pertaining to 
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child care and child protection in Trinidad and Tobago, that the Children’s 

Authority is at the end of the spectrum.  It is better for us to invest in other factors, 

other segments of the society to ensure we capture them early so they do not have 

to end up in the care of the Children’s Authority.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  And let me explain.  Madam Chairman, when you end up at 

the Children’s Authority there would have been a breakdown in your home, there 

would have been something done to a child.  By investing in social welfare and 

family services to support the family, we are trying to reduce the number of 

children ending up with the Children’s Authority by pumping additional resources 

in the Ministry of Education to ensure there is support for children who may be 

facing deviancy.  We are trying to ensure that we reduce the number of children 

who face the Children’s Authority by increasing—if you look down, by increasing 

the allocation for foster care and introducing kinship care and ensuring they have 

the allocation there to support that, my hon. friend and hon. Member.  Madam 

Chairman, the fact that we would have demonstrated our commitment by 

introducing a line Item in the Development Programme to activate the 

recommendations coming out from the task force, because it shows there is a 

commitment.  Yes.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes, the Children’s Authority would submit their estimate, 

but we all have to work within the resources allocated to us.  And at no time you 

would have seen where at the mid-year the Ministry of Finance did not do a 

supplementation to support what the work of the Children’s Authority.  Thank you, 

Madam Chair. 
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Mr. Charles:  Item 02, could the Minister indicate—well, there is an increase, 

commendably so, how is this expense, this $3.1 million, how is it allocated?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  You are talking 02: Foster Care Expenses? 

Mr. Charles:  Yes. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Right.  As I would have indicated just a short while ago that 

we were looking to really, boost foster care and also introduce what we call kinship 

care.  Because we recognize that in some situations instead of placing a child in a 

home there might be family members who may be willing and suitable and fit 

persons to care for that particular child, however they may not have the financial 

resources to do so, so this would only help to a certain—  

Mr. Charles:  To support. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes, to support, and that is the model, not putting children in 

institutions and buildings and locking them away. 

Mr. Charles:  Agreed. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  But keeping them in loving, stable homes.  

Mr. Charles:  Agreed.  And Minister, would you—is it possible for you to give a 

figure so we could have a sense of how many children annually are put in foster 

care?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So we are looking at fiscal 2023 to have a direct 

payment to support an increase of up to 135 minors in foster care. 

Ms. Benjamin:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I ask my question with 

regard to 03.  Now, I would have heard the Minister’s contribution, and Minister 

before I respond to you I would like to get a detailed breakdown, and it could be in 

writing, with regard to this year’s allocation of $17 million, taking into 

consideration the drastic decrease of 28.  Minister, I would have heard you with 
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regard to the Government investing in different Ministries, but we would have 

been engaged in this process for the last five days or so where we are scrutinizing 

each Ministry, and we see significant decreases from the Ministry of National 

Security, and we are yet to do the Ministry of Education, and we will be faced with 

the similar downfall, so hence I am asking with regard to the detailed breakdown.  

But again, the Children’s Authority needs to do better by our nation’s children, and 

the report said so. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, may I?  It is not that the Children’s Authority 

need to do better now, we all need to do better as citizens of Trinidad and Tobago  

because children end up in care because there is something going wrong and we 

have to, as I said in my opening statement, it is not about a government but all 

hands on deck.  We all have to do the support.  And, Madam Chair— 

Hon. Members:  [Interruption] 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, if I may?  They accused us of not resourcing 

the Children’s Authority.  From September 2015 to now, almost a billion dollars 

has been spent in the child care and protection system, and over 50 per cent of that 

allocated to the Children’s Authority.  Madam Chairman, when you are saying that 

somebody is being under-resourced and under-staffed it means that you have the 

resources and are not giving them.  We have been working with the hand that we 

are being dealt with, and we are being fair to the Children’s Authority.  We are 

being fair to the child care protection system.  And where it is that we may not 

have the resources in Government, we have had the full support of various 

international agencies, helping us to meet our mandate. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Madam Chair, 03, Children’s Authority.  Minister, I am 
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seeing that there is a decrease in the allocation of the Children’s Authority of $28.1 

million, and I am asking this question in the context of recently I saw it was 

published that there is a restructuring of the Children’s Authority with a new 

management system and organizational structure.  Minister, can you confirm that 

the reason for this great decrease of $28 million, is it as a result of you all going to 

fire persons who currently work at the Children’s Authority?  

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  So, what I am going to say, if people want a full 

debate on the Children’s Authority they can use other avenues to pursue that.  

Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Hosein:  Ma’am.  Ma’am, can I then ask— 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Madam, I will give way to the Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 009— 

Mr. Padarath:  But Ma’am. 

Madam Chairman:—Other Transfers.  

Mr. Padarath:  Madam Chair, my question—[Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  You have another question?   

Mr. Padarath:  Yes, I did. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town, I understand you no longer want 

to ask any question.  Member for Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Padarath:  I did not say that. 

Mr. Charles:  He gave way.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima, when you are sitting here you will 
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conduct your committee how you wish.  Okay?  I have recognized the Member for 

Princes Town, he did not want to ask a question.  He has asked the Member—

allowed the Member for Barataria/San Juan.  

Mr. Padarath:  I need clarification. 

Madam Chairman:  No clarification.  Member for—if you have a question under 

this, if not I am going on to another Item?  

Mr. Hosein:  Ma’am, my question is under 03 again.  As a result of this decrease 

of $28.1 million, Minister, can you indicate whether or not there will be a loss of 

any jobs at the Children’s Authority?  

Madam Chairman:  And I just said if you all want a full debate on the Children’s 

Authority I am sure you can bring it under some other Item. 

Mr. Hosein:  That is a question relevant to the line Item.  That is a legitimate 

question. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche East, do you have a question?  

Dr. Moonilal:  No, Ma’am—on another Item. 

Madam Chairman:  All right.  Member for Princes Town you have a question on 

something else?  

Mr. Padarath:  Madam, under line Item 03, I just wanted to find out for the hon. 

Minister.  Minister, you indicated that the work plan that had been before F&GP 

had gone to Cabinet and so on? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes. 

Mr. Padarath:  Can you confirm that the Cabinet has accepted the work plan in its 

entirety?  

Madam Chairman:  I just, and I also said if you want a full discussion on the 

Children’s Authority—  
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Mr. Padarath:  But, Madam Chairman, it is a line Item— 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima—it is a line Item with money, that is 

what we are talking about—do you have a question?  

Mr. Charles:  I have a line Item with money.  

Madam Chairman:  With what?   

Mr. Charles:  Was $98 million Revised Estimate in 2022— 

Madam Chairman:  “Ah-ha.” 

Mr. Charles:—and in 2023, it has dropped by $28 million. Now in 

conceptualizing that decrease, they must have given consideration to certain things 

that are not priority or what will not be done by this decrease.  Could the Minister 

give us a justification for this decrease of $28 million?  And it deals with money. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Madam Chair, in my opening statement I said that there has 

been a commitment by the Ministry of Finance at mid-year to support the Office of 

the Prime Minister.  Right, Madam Chair.  Additionally, reference has been made 

to the restructuring of the Children’s Authority.  Yes, the Authority would have 

done their strategic plan and the new organizational chart.  However, that has not 

been finalized at Cabinet as yet, so in principle it is still concept until it is adopted. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 009: Other Transfers.  

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk and laughter]  

Madam Chairman:  Item 009, Other Transfers.  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister on line Item 11: Citizens 

Initiative Fund, how many persons accessed the fund in fiscal 2022, please?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We will provide that information for you in writing.  In terms 

of the number of persons who would have benefited from the fund. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  
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Madam Chairman:  Member for Pointe-a-Pierre, did I see your hand? 

Mr. Lee:  No. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay. 

Ms. Haynes:  Also line Item 12, the response to HIV/AIDS.  There was an 

estimate of $500,000 in fiscal 2022 which is consistent with the actual spend in 

’21, however the Revised Estimate is saying just over a million dollars, can we 

account for that Revised Estimate in fiscal 2022 please?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  In fiscal 2022, we received a supplemental allocation 

during the mid-year to assist Cyril Ross Nursery.  They were facing some 

challenges and the NAC Secretary and the NAC Committee would have intervened 

to provide that financial and technical support required to ensure those young boys 

and girl who live with HIV could get the right care and protection that is required 

at the facilities. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you Minister.  And is it that we are continuing with that 

support going forward?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We are giving them the support. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.  

Mr. Charles:  Asked and answered. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  Item 011: Transfers to State Enterprises.  Member for 

Pointe-a-Pierre. 

Mr. Lee:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 01, Golden Grove 

Buccoo Limited, $1.6 million is allocated for this year.  From my memory Buccoo 

Limited was set up for the establishment of the Sandals Beach Resort back in 2017. 

Could you describe what the $1.6 million?  Is Sandals coming back, or $1.6 
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million is something else, please? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, this line Item is just kept on the book, so it is a 

standard accounting procedure.  It is residual fees just for the property 

management.  

Mr. Lee:  So this is—but in 2021, Madam Chair, it had no allocation, or 2022.  So 

now we are seeing a new allocation of 1.6 for 2023. What would have happened 

that it did not require any funding for the last two years that it now requires 

funding?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, they would have had funds in their account when it 

was set up, now that those funds have been exhausted they have to be funded while 

we wind down the Estimate.  

3.30 p.m.  

Mr. Lee:  Just a follow-up, Madam, last question.  Is there a project that is 

happening in that Buccoo Company Limited that requires this amount of funding 

for 2023? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  I could not answer that and my answer would be no.  

Mr. Lee:  Okay.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.   

Mr. Charles:  Item 07: Trinidad and Tobago Television Company Limited.  I 

recall hearing in this Parliament that when it was refurbished, rehabilitated, 

rebranded— 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Revitalized.  

Mr. Charles:  Revitalized.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Resurgent.   

Mr. Charles:—the idea was to make it financially profitable, but yet I see 
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consistently an allocation in the range of $20million.  Is it that the TTT is failing 

on that criterion of self-sufficiency financially?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  I am not understanding the question.  You are saying that 

because we giving $20 million it reflects a failure? 

Mr. Charles:  Yes.   

Mr. Indarsingh:  Financially.   

Mr. Charles:  Financially— 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yeah.   

Mr. Charles:—to be self-sufficient.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, you would see that— 

Mr. Charles:  In other words to wean off the State.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, Member, you would see that there is a decrease in the 

subvention to them of about half a million dollars, right.  Now, that is because TTT 

is expecting greater revenue in this year and they have requested less money in 

their subvention this year as they move closer and closer to being self-sufficient.  

Of course we understand that that— 

Mr. Charles:  In other words, you are saying you are satisfied.  It was 20.7 million 

and it was 20.4 and it is now 20.2 and you are saying that you are satisfied with the 

performance of the TTT.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  I am satisfied that it is a move in the right direction, Member.  

Mr. Charles:  Okay.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche East.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much, to the hon. Minister of communications, I 

believe.  On that same line Item 07, Minister, could I ask you to provide in writing 

the use of this television station to promote and air political broadcasts of any and 
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all political parties over the last fiscal?  How much money, revenue?  You raised 

the issue of revenue.  How much revenue has been collected from political parties, 

inclusive of the PNM?  A list of all the programmes aired involving political 

broadcast, the payments, how much and when they were made?  Can I get the 

undertaking? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Barataria/San Juan.  

Mr. Hosein:  Oropouche East read my mind.  [Laughter] 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite.   

Ms. Haynes:  Madam Chair, asked and answered by Oropouche. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members we will now move on to the Draft Estimates 

of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies and of 

the Tobago House of Assembly.  New book, page 5; 53: National Library and 

Information System.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure.  Item 001: General 

Administration.  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services.  Item 001: General 

Administration.  Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment Purchases.  Item 001: General 

Administration.  Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies.  Item 007: 

Households.   

Hon. Members, we will now move on to the Draft Estimates of Development 

Programme, Consolidated Fund.  Item 004: Social Infrastructure.  This is on page 

18.  Item 004: Social Infrastructure, G. Educational Services.  Member for 

Oropouche East. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you—[Inaudible] 

Madam Chairman:  No, we have not reached there as yet.  You all are real ahead 
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of me, very good.  Okay, so nobody under Educational Services?  And then we go 

down to C. Welfare Services.  Member for Oropouche.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much.  Just some clarity on Item 111, Minister.  

Would you kind enough to tell us what really is this reception in Tobago about?  

Who are you receiving?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The Reception Centre is a facility of the Children’s 

Authority for those children who have to be placed in safety, that is where the 

houses are managed by the Children’s Authority.  We have Reception Centres in 

Trinidad as well. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Sure.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town.   

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you.  Minister, line Item 113.  There is a One-off Grant for 

Community Residences and there is an allocation of $2.5 million.  Can you 

indicate how many community residences will benefit for it from this allocation?  

And what is the criteria in terms of the disbursement and the amounts that they 

received? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  Thank you for that question, Member.  You would be 

happy to note that this is to assist those homes that are unlicensed to bring them up 

to standard by the deadline we have set.  So the ones that I would have listed out 

before the majority of that go towards those facilities.  And how do you determine 

the distribution in terms of how much is actually allocated, that criteria? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  It will be guided by the licensing requirements that need to 

be met.  The Children’s Authority will tell us exactly what we need to do.  So we 

will follow their guidelines.    

Mr. Padarath:  Is it that the community residences will undertake the work 
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themselves? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  They would undertake the work, but the work will be 

supervised and monitored by the office of the Prime Minister, Gender and Child 

Affairs.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite.   

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, line Item 108: Retraining of 

Women in Small and Micro Enterprise Development.  How many persons access 

that $500,000, how many persons were re-trained and how many do we anticipate 

that we will be retraining or training in small and micro enterprise development 

with the allocation of $1 million?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  This is something that we introduced last fiscal and it 

was a direct project coming out from the Road Map to Recovery, economic 

empowerment for women building resilience.  When we launched and we did our 

piloting last fiscal, we had over 114 women, I believe, participating.  It was not 

televised because they were mostly clients of our shelters and other privately run 

shelters.  So it was not televised.  However, we brought them into a space where 

they had the opportunity to interact with employers, with the service providers, 

training agencies.  As we move forward, we continue to work with the privately 

run shelters as well as our clients providing them with either training, access to 

grants to establish their own businesses or help them to pursue educational 

opportunities.  It is about economic empowering of those women, particularly who 

would have been victims of domestic violence.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair, just one follow-up.  In the context of 

coming out of the pandemic and while I appreciate what is being done for women 

in the shelters and that is one thing but there should be, is there any consideration 
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to expanding the programme to those who may be in need who may not be part or 

in the shelter system given that we are increasing the allocation?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Couva South.   

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair, line Item 112: Training 

Wards for Self Sufficiency.  I see this is a new project and $105,000 has been 

allocated for it.  Could we get some clarification what this entails, Minister? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  And thank you for that question, Member.  And this is one of 

the Items coming directly out of the recommendations from the report preparing all 

wards as they aged to prepare them to transit successfully out of the homes.  This 

will particularly facilitate those young persons who would be coming out from St. 

Jude’s and the other institutions, helping them to access proper training, et cetera, 

so when they enter into independent living you find that they do so successfully.  

So it is actually part of the recommendation that we are implementing here as well.    

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, through you to the 

Minister.  Hon. Minister, line Item 088: Establishment of a National Children’s 

Registry.  I note that you had deemed this important enough to request $1.5 million 

in your 2022 Estimate.  But you only propose to spend $500,000 in 2022 Revised, 

and you now estimate to spend $250,000.  Is it that the establishment of a National 

Children’s Registry is no longer such a great priority for you? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  I am sure the hon.Member for Siparia will be happy to note 

that her ideas that would have started under her administration have borne fruit, the 

National Children’s Registry. 
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We would have taken it from paper and made it into reality.  

And under this administration— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Webster-Roy:—we are proud to note that the Registry is now up and 

running and live.  So, Madam Chair, the care and protection of the nation’s 

children is not a political game, it is a continuum of development. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Madam Chair, I listened to the hon. Minister who is 

very gracious today and thank her.  But I also want to say that you were very 

prepared when I listened to the questions posed at you.  So I give you back that 

credit. You were very prepared.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Just a follow-up Ma’am, I am very grateful that you are following 

up on some very good ideas that came from our government, from my leader as 

well.  But I still want to highlight, I still want to highlight— 

Madam Chairman:  So just let me say a lovely tone has just been set, let us see if 

we could carry that tone to the end of this.   

Mr. Tancoo:  Yes, Ma’am.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Oropouche West.   

Mr. Tancoo:  I still want to highlight that there was a $1.5 million allocation for 

last fiscal of which you only used $500,000 and you are going to propose now to 

use $250,000 in the current fiscal year.  Between last year and this year then, that is 

not—that is half of what you would have proposed to use in the fiscal 2022.  So is 
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it that you are no longer prioritizing this or is it that you have a sufficient allocation 

in 2022 and this now is just to wrap it up?   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  So the project, the Registry has been established, so going 

forward it will be a recurrent because we have it live.  In Tobago the information 

has already been put into the system.  We have 90 per cent of MOU signed 

nationally so the system is live.  So it is moving from a project into a recurrent in 

the next coming years. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Ma’am.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas East.   

Ms. Mohit:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, Item 109: Establishment of 

a Consolidated Child Support Centre.  Minister, I note your Revised Estimate for 

2022 was actually nil and now you have an Estimate in 2023 of $6 million.  

Minister, can you indicate what is the status of this particular project? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay, thank you for that question.  Some preliminary work 

has been done.  So what we would be doing is consolidating three different 

facilities into one and the site is the Piparo site.  And that is what we would be 

using.  So that is why we have the allocation now. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Minister, following up on that same line Item, and you spoke 

about the Piparo site that falls in the constituency of Princes Town.  The question 

that I wanted to ask Minister, with respect to the establishment of a Consolidated 

Child Support Centre, if you can give us an idea of the areas of support and I speak 

specifically to differently-abled children, not only those who are physically 

differently-abled, but those who have developmental challenges as it relates 

particularly to cerebral palsy and autism.  
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Hon. Webster-Roy:  So Member, this particular facility is specific to the 

Children’s Authority where we had three existing facilities, we consolidated into 

one facility and it is primarily targeting between those children who are in care and 

protection.  In terms of children, I think, what you described, I think that falls 

under a different Ministry.   

Mr. Padarath: [Inaudible]—Ministry for children with these difficulties so I was 

wondering whether or not— 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  This is specifically for children who are in need of care and 

protection who would be placed there by the courts. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay, so it is not expanded to those areas.   

Hon. Webster-Roy:  No.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Caroni East.   

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you, Madam Chair, line Item 106: Finalization, Launch 

and Dissemination of the National HIV and Aids Policy.  Minister, I just wanted to 

know when is the completion date for this policy? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  Thanks for that question.  We had some setbacks 

because of the pandemic.  However, it allowed us the opportunity to review where 

we are at.  We are currently working with international partners to assist us to 

bring it to fruition hopefully by the end of this fiscal.    

Dr. Seecheran:  And this $134,000 would be sufficient to do so? 

Hon. Webster-Roy:  We get additional support from agencies that support the 

response to HIV and Aids in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.   

Mr. Charles:  Item 114: Implementation of the Inter-Agency Task Force 
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Recommendations.  I see a not inconsiderable sum of $5 million has been 

allocated, five million has been allocated.  Could the Minister care to give us what 

in your view are the three top recommendations to which this $5 million apply?  

3.45 p.m.  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Okay.  So the areas that we would be focusing on: legislation 

and enforcement of licensing and monitoring requirements for children homes; 

public financing for safeguarding care and protection of children and state 

coordination and collaboration; operations of the Children’s Authority of Trinidad 

and Tobago; abuse and absconding, and operating systems for community 

residences and child support centres.  Those are general headings and we have 

various actioned items under them.  

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members—Member for Princes Town.  

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you, Madam.  Minister, line Item 084, Refurbishment of 

Two (2) Safe Houses.  The safe houses listed here, can you say whether or not they 

are in operation?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Yes, they are. 

Mr. Padarath:  And can you inform us whether or not all safe houses are in 

operation?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The two safe houses mentioned here, they are in operation.  

We have the intention of bringing on stream at least two additional safe houses—

for obvious reason I cannot disclose the location right—  

Mr. Padarath:  I understand. 

Hon. Webster-Roy:—and that is it. 

Mr. Padarath:  Okay.  I know previously you had announced that there was going 

to be five within the last fiscal year.  Can you indicate whether those five that you 
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had indicated last year are operational or these two—  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The fifth facility that would be the one for migrant girls, that 

would be fully commissioned in November.  We already have staff trained and all 

of that. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, Item 005, Mutli-Sectoral and Other Services 

on page 20.  A. Administrative Services.  Member for Tabaquite.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, I am at line Item 005, Strategic 

Re-development of TT.T.  What we have is that allocation of $2 million in fiscal 

2022, but only $100,000 would have been utilized in 2022 with no further 

allocation for fiscal 2023.  Is it that the—can you tell me what was done with the 

$100,000; and can you give us whether or not the strategic re-development of TTT 

has been completed?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Thank you.  Member, the organization did spend, as you say, 

about $100,000, and that was spent completely in terms of the hardware and 

software in their master control and those sorts of things.  A large portion of their 

spend was really to be spent on their transmission capabilities and in particular 

Cumberland Hill.  What you would see is that this project—because everything 

was lumped into one, what we have done in order to manage the projects 

individually is this is now defunct and you would see two projects now in the PSIP 

that speak to, one the upgrade to their transmission and broadcasting systems, and 

you will see the upgrade of the TTT Limited building.  You will see those two 

separate projects.  

Ms. Haynes:  So you are telling me, Minister, that this programme has just been 

re-categorized into two different programmes, but all with the same—  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes. 
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Ms. Haynes:—objective.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  And the reason why I am asking you that is because we had this 

very same conversation at the last Standing Finance Committee and we were 

exactly at the same space talking about the same two spaces.  

Hon. de Nobriga:  So the issue that they would have faced is—the original project 

as I said that was going to be the majority we spend was on the Cumberland Hill 

project.  However, because of issues that they would have had with procurement, 

that really had to do with one, shipping issues; and two, the dramatic rise in steel 

prices.  What we did is—they removed that.  They spent the money on the projects 

that they could have spent on and they removed it and that will be done in this 

fiscal.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, but in the documents that you would have submitted—

because this went out and we were given additional information at the last 

Standing Finance Committee, and we were told the problem was that no release of 

funds was made.  And so, we were not actually told that there was a procurement 

issue.  We were told that the funds were not released.  So is it that we are going to 

end up in the same problem?  Because I understand what you are saying, but I am 

reading the document here and it says no funds were released for the upgrade of 

the Channel 13 tower at Cumberland Hill replacement and upgrades of the 

transmission sites, no funds were released. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, as a result of the issues that they would have had, no 

funds would have been released as a result of that.  So what we will be looking at 

this year is a repurposed project and that will be—I am expecting that we will not 

have to tell you the same thing at the— 
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Ms. Haynes:  I hope so. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Not more than me. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  Are you finished, Member for Tabaquite? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, Member for Couva South.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Madam Chair— 

Madam Chairman:  You changed your mind?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  020, Digitisation of Agriculture, and there is a $2 million 

allocation.  In this allocation, Minister, is there any sum of money that is allocated 

for the single point of authority as it relates to an appointment that was promised to 

the former Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries?  

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  So I am not going to allow that under that Item.  

Member for Princes Town. 

Mr. Padarath:  Thank you, Madam Chairman.  Madam, on that same line Item, 

Digitization of Agriculture.  Minister, you can explain what this entails and why is 

this under the Office of the Prime Minister?  

Madam Chairman:  Page 21, 020. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Thank you, Member.  So the project is the institutional support 

re-project related to the identification of an IT base single point of authority for the 

management and administration of state land using the existing human resources 

and infrastructure at the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries and other 

agencies of the State.  This will enable the State to better manage its agriculture 

estates and other leases, and collect rent due. 

Mr. Padarath:  So Minister, this confirms that this is for the former Minister of 

Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Mr. Clarence Rambharat, as asked by the Member 
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for Couva South.  

Mr. Imbert:  Just let me come in here.  I just want to be clear that what we are 

talking about is 020?   

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, that was put into the budget so that we could start the process of 

digitizing applications for incentives for subsidy, for licences and information 

network, a database for agriculture.  In order words, just like so many other areas 

of government activity, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries is quite 

dependent on a manual system.  It is one of those agencies where the records are 

manual, and the whole point of this $2 million allocation is to move away from 

that manual system into a digitization of various processes, application process, 

payment of fees, that sort of thing, and also a digitization of records.  That is what 

it is.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  It has nothing to do with the single point of authority that you 

spoke to Minister, previously on the record in this Parliament?  

Mr. Imbert:  That will involve applications online, it will involve access to data 

and databases online including the land registry with respect to agricultural parcels 

in particular.  So it is connected.  

Mr. Indarsingh:  So there is no job along this line for the former Minister of 

Agriculture, Land and Fisheries? 

Mr. Imbert:  No. Sir.  I put this in the budget at the request of the Office of the 

Prime Minister.  This was put into the budget for digitizing the processes in the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries.  You got that?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.   
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Mr. Imbert:  This is not for the former Minister’s salary.  Okay?  I want to make 

that crystal clear. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Naparima.  

Mr. Charles:  Yes, I am waiting on His Excellency to allow me.  005, Strategic 

Re-development of T.T.T.  I see an allocation of 100,000.  Could the Minister tell 

us in his strategic re-development of TTT, when will it become a profitable 

exercise and stop being a drain on the taxpayer?  In what year—there must be a 

conceptualized year, five years, 10 years.  

Ms. Ameen:  Every year you spending money.  

Mr. Charles:  Every year is 100,000, is “ah” 5 million.  So it is a simple question: 

When will it return to profitability in its re-development?  

Mr. Indarsingh:  From when we start back following money from NGC back into 

it.  

Hon. Members:  [Crosstalk] 

Madam Chairman:  Okay so—just now.    

Ms. Ameen:  Could the Minister answer the question? 

Madam Chairman:  Just one minute.  I do not know if I am misreading this, but I 

do not see any money under this for this 2023.    

Mr. Charles:  Excuse me? 

Madam Chairman:  I do not see any money under that for 2023.  Am I 

misreading it?  

Mr. Charles:  No, there is no money allocated. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay.  All right.  So can we go on to something else?  

Member for Oropouche West.  

Mr. Charles:  But a question could arise out of it, nonetheless.  He has not 
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answered.  He has not answered, but— 

Madam Chairman:  You mean the Minister?  Member for Oropouche West.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Through you, Madam Chair, to the hon. 

Minister, I am at Item 023, Implement a Visitor Management System at the Office 

of the Prime Minister.  We have an allocation of $325,000 in 2023.  It is not listed 

as a new project, but there is no previous year has there been an allocation.  Hon. 

Minister, can you advise what exactly is this visitor management system at the 

OPM?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  The visitor management system should be capable of 

tracking every visitor entering the premises and the equipment they carry.  Such a 

system should be designed to address the security and safety of physical, 

intellectual, and human assets, and to function in such a manner that it enhances 

the overall security strategy without compromising hospitality or productivity.  

Mr. Tancoo:  Ma’am, just for clarification, is this a digital solution, or is this a 

human—  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Digital. 

Madam Chairman:  F. Public Buildings.  Hon. Members, we will now move on 

to the Infrastructure Development Fund.  Item 004, Social Infrastructure.  This is 

on page 173.  Item 004: Social Infrastructure; F. Welfare Services.  Member for 

Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, I am looking at line Items 018, 

019 and 020, because that line Item 018, we were looking at an allocation—this is 

the Establishment of a Domestic Violence Shelter.  So we are looking at an 

allocation of $800,000 still in fiscal ʼ23.  However, when I look at the other two 

line Items, you are also looking at the Reconstruction of a Former Government 
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Quarters to establish a shelter for female survivors of domestic violence.  Could 

you, Minister, in the first instance just tell us if the Establishment of a Domestic 

Violence Centre at line Item 018, that has been completed; or what is the $800,000 

that we are looking at now for; and if it is at all in conjunction with 020?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  Thank you.  That would be a new project.  What we 

recognize is that we need additional places of safety.  So we are trying to increase 

the number of facilities available.  Under Renovation of property, 01—you asked 

about 019—right?—as well.  019, what we recognized is that is that we need to 

have a facility in place to particularly treat with perpetrators.  So what we are 

creating is an integrated centre to help with the rehabilitation of perpetrators of 

domestic violence.  Right?  That is 019.   

4.00 p.m. 

And then, 020, we had a number of Government quarters allocated to us and 

we are trying to have those renovated and outfitted so we could use them for 

shelter, not only by the State, but also through the NGO sector as well; assign some 

of them to NGOs to assist us in meeting that need for places of safety. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  So, when we complete the exercises at 018 and 020, 

how many shelters would we be looking at, a total number?  

Hon. Webster-Roy:  It should be about eight.  If you take into consideration the 

migrant home for girls, the male shelter as well as what we have existing and in 

train, it should be about eight in total.  But of the eight, as I would have mentioned 

just previously, we are hoping that the NGO sector will come on board and help us 

in terms of managing the operations of some of them as well. 

Madam Chairman: Hon. Members, the question is that the sum of 532— 

Ms. Haynes: We are on F. Public Buildings on page 174. F. Public Buildings on 
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page 174. Yes, 174, restoration of public buildings. 

Madam Chairman: We are finished with that. We are on Social Infrastructure. 

Ms. Haynes: No, we were at C. Welfare Services. 

Madam Chairman:  F. Public Buildings, page 174.  Member for Oropouche 

West. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Madam Chairman.  I am looking at 014: Construction of 

Baptist Cathedral which was estimated at $10 million in 2022, of which you only 

spent $5 million and then you are not budgeting to spend any in 2023.  Is it that the 

$5 million spent in 2022 was sufficient for purpose or that the project is not being 

pursued anymore?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Hon. Member, the first tranche was paid in fiscal 2020, the 

second tranche is going to be paid in this fiscal year and for the purposes of this 

project, UDeCOTT is providing project management services on a pro bono basis. 

Mr. Tancoo:  I hear you, Sir, but your Estimate in⸻I am strictly dealing with the 

figures in front of us.  The Estimate for 014: Construction of Baptist Cathedral was 

$10 million in 2022, you have only spent $5 million.  So, my question is whether 

the project has been completed with those funding or you are no longer pursuing it 

because you have no funding proposed for 2023 for that line Item?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Based on the information we have here, that I have, we have 

paid one tranche, we are paying another tranche this fiscal year and we are also 

providing to the project pro bono project management fees from UDeCOTT. 

Mr. Tancoo:  If my friend may allow me, this fiscal year, there is no allocation 

here.  Where is your allocation then for this line Item for this fiscal year?  There is 

no allocation for 2023 fiscal which we are in right now. And your first tranche that 

you referred to would have been prior to this document in front of us here.  That 
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first tranche would have been in 2020 which is not in front of us right now.  What 

is in front of us is the Actual 2021 which is zero, the proposed 2022 which is $10 

million, the revised which is five and 2023 Estimate which is zero. 

Hon. De Nobriga:  So Member, when I said this fiscal year, as at the time of 

writing, it would have been fiscal 2022, so $5 million was paid in 2020, $5 million 

was paid in fiscal 2022 and additional support is continuing through project 

management services at UDeCOTT. 

Mr. Tancoo:  All right, that is very creative maths. However, if there were two 

tranches of $5 million each, that would account for $10 million.  I repeat though 

that your Estimate for 2022 to get this project finished, or whatever it was, was $10 

million as opposed to $5 million.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  “Ah doh know how else to say it.” 

Mr. Tancoo:  So, your tranche then, as you are describing, would have been the $5 

million as opposed to 10. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  “Ah doh know how else” to explain it to you.  Yes, I 

understand what you are saying.  We have continued up to this fiscal year⸻sorry, 

last fiscal year, to pay money into the 5 million— 

Mr. Tancoo: Allow the Minister of Finance— 

Mr. Imbert:  I can assist.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  And the Minister of Finance will take over.   

Mr. Imbert:  I can assist. I remember this project.   

Mr. Tancoo:  And that is very good. 

Mr. Imbert:  It is a contribution by the Government of $10 million towards the 

construction of this Baptist Cathedral.  The cathedral may cost more than that, I 

suspect it will. And the $10 million was over two periods, five was already paid 
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some time ago and five was earmarked to be paid in fiscal 2022.  The $10 million 

there is clearly an error because the total allocation for the project is 10, so it is five 

before and five now. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Just to accept, Minister, that it was an error.  Thank you very much. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yeah, it has to be, it has to be an error. 

Mr. Tancoo:  I am concerned though, I “ent” appreciate that, but the totals then 

would reflect an error of $5 million just for record. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, you are quite right and that is why, as I said earlier today, there 

are three types of estimates.  There is the original estimate, the revised estimate 

and then the actual, and the actual is when they do the final audit and they will 

reconcile and we do the closing of the accounts every fiscal year. And in that 

closing of the accounts, we reconcile all of these errors, because even though it is 

there, that is not going to reflect itself in the final accounts for fiscal 2022. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you. I will hold. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much.  Minister, I would ask a question that relates 

to several of these line Items, but it is the same question, and if you could make a 

commitment⸻ 

Madam Chairman:  Just let me just clear something on the record, I will call you 

back. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  So, Members, just for me to ensure that this is captured, we 

are on Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services, okay? That is where we are at 

and I just wanted that to be placed on the record.  So, Member for Oropouche East. 

Dr. Moonilal:  I can ask under Public Buildings.   

Madam Chairman:  Well, yeah. But I did not call the caption Head and that is 
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where⸻ 

Dr. Moonilal:  Yeah.  Minister, for several of these projects, 001: Restoration of 

Stollmeyer’s Castle; 007: Whitehall; 009: Mille Fleurs Building; Restoration of 

President’s Residence,  could I ask you please to undertake to give us the up-to-

date cost on these projects so far and outstanding payments, so we will have a 

sense of the total cost of these projects?  Could you give an undertaking to present 

in writing to us the total cost of those projects including the Construction of the 

Prime Minister’s (Tobago) Residence?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  I am sure that the OPM will have no problem considering that. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Good.  Could I continue?   

Mr. Hosein:  Considering or—? 

Dr. Moonilal:  No, it is a matter of public record, so I imagine that you would 

have⸻ 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yeah. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Could I ask further, before I give way to my colleagues on those 

matters, 032: Upgrade of Whitehall Media Briefing Room, what would this entail, 

this $1.1 million upgrading the media room? And is this necessary given that the 

Diplomatic Centre also has a fairly sophisticated facility for press conferencing and 

so on?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, I am hoping you will agree that the Prime Minister’s 

Office is at Whitehall and the Prime Minister should have the ability to leave the 

Prime Minister’s Office if there is something that requires the urgent speaking to 

the nation and speak to them there.  The Dip Centre’s media room, at the end of the 

day, was always conceived to be exactly that, for diplomatic engagements where 

you would want to have a larger press contingent. 
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Dr. Moonilal:  But the diplomatic media room is used for post-Cabinet briefings 

as well, is it? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  It is. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Okay.  Could I go to 018, please?  Could you tell us what exactly is 

this Revitalization of the Port of Spain Project?  What is this Port of Spain Project 

about? And update us on 015: San Fernando Waterfront Re-development Project? 

What was that money, that $5 million used for in fiscal 2022?  That is it. 

Mr. Imbert:  Could I just come in on that?  There was no money used in 2022 for 

that project.  The last one that you mentioned, you will see that there was a zero 

expenditure.  So, just to clarify. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Yes.  Could we then go to the Revitalization of Port of Spain 

Project?  018.  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, the project is at the planning phase.  Give me one 

second for me to get some more information for you. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Well, maybe you can continue and come back.   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Sure. 

Dr. Moonilal:  This might be a secret project of Imbert, you know.   

Mr. Imbert:  No, that is a long-established project, it is quite a sophisticated 

project.   

Dr. Moonilal:  That is why he has to get the information to let us know. 

Mr. Imbert:  So I have asked for information to be provided. It does involve 

dealing with a lot of spaces in Port of Spain that are now unoccupied, you know 

like that area in the vicinity of the market—north of the market. 

Dr. Moonilal:  You are not just making this up as we go along? 

Hon. Members: [Laughter] 
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Mr. Imbert:  I beg your pardon? 

Dr. Moonilal:  You are not taking time for him to research.  He said he will get 

back to us.  

Mr. Imbert:  I am giving you general knowledge from my own knowledge of that 

project.  The details will be provided very shortly. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you. 

Mr. Imbert:  I was giving you a general framework, an overview as it were. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Yes.  What happened before 1962?  

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Mr. Imbert:  We were a British colony.   

Dr. Moonilal:  You were there, I believe. 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter] 

Madam Chairman:  Can we go on then and we will come back? Member for 

Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Ma’am, I am at 026: Relocation of the Solicitor General 

Office.  Can the Minister just indicate why is the Office of the Prime Minister 

involved in the relocation of the Solicitor General’s Office?  

Mr. Imbert:  Madam Chair, just let me clarify for the Members opposite who may 

not be fully familiar with the way these documents are prepared.  The Consolidated 

Fund component of the Development Programme is segmented by Ministry, but 

the IDF is not.  This is Multi-Sectoral and Other Services, general public 

services—Public Buildings.  These public buildings do not fall into the Office of 

the Prime Minister, they are scattered throughout the public service.  Okay? You 

understand?  So therefore, this would not be a project of the Solicitor 

General⸻sorry, of the Prime Minister.  The relocation of the Solicitor General 
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office would not be a project of the Office of the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Hosein:  But it is falling under the Office of the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Imbert:  Where?  You could show me that, please? 

Mr. Hosein:  026.  

Mr. Imbert:  Show me, show me. 

Mr. Hosein:  026, Minister. 

Mr. Imbert:  You seeing OPM?  

Mr. Hosein: Page 174. 

Mr. Imbert:  You seeing OPM there? 

Mr. Hosein:  No, we are under OPM.  

Mr. Imbert:  Are we? 

Mr. Hosein:  Yes, yes, we are.  Where are you? 

Mr. Imbert:  No, I would like you to tell me. 

Dr. Moonilal:  I think the developments of yesterday⸻ 

Mr. Imbert:  Are we under OPM?   

Hon. Members: [Crosstalk] 

Madam Chairman:  Turn back to page 173, you would see 13 Office of the Prime 

Minister.   

Mr. Imbert:  I stand corrected.  I plead, I plead, I plead.  I stand corrected. 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter and desk thumping] 

Dr. Moonilal:  “But he sound convincing, eh.” 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, could we get the answer under 026 and then we will 

move back to 018? 

Mr. Hosein:  I noticed the Minister got new glasses but “he not seeing” properly, 

you know.  
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Mr. Imbert:  Members, in all seriousness though, we need to get clarification here 

because the relocation of the Solicitor General’s Office is not a responsibility of 

the Office of the Prime Minister. So this may be a Sub-Item that has been placed 

here on the wrong page. We are going to get clarification for you on that, in all 

seriousness.  Okay? 

Dr. Moonilal:  In all seriousness, this is not an UDeCOTT project? 

Mr. Imbert:  It could be that, it could be that, that the execution agency is 

UDeCOTT and therefore, because UDeCoTT is a state enterprise that assigned to 

the Office of the Prime Minister, that all of UDeCOTT projects are here.  That is 

quite possible. 

Madam Chairman:  So, in the meantime, is the response ready for 018?   

Mr. Hosein: [Inaudible]—018. 

Madam Chairman: No, they checking 026. So we had left 018 to come to 026 

and I was told at the time that they were ready with the response for 018. 

Mr. Hosein:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, so can we revert to 018, please, Minister?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, just to give you details on the update on the way 

forward for the Revitalization of Port of Spain, this will entail the Salvatori 

development, which is the project⸻the project is currently in the negotiation phase 

of the procurement process for a PPP project for the construction of a multiuse 

complex comprising residential and commercial spaces, office accommodations 

and parking spaces.    

4.15 p.m.  

The Memorial Plaza Development, the project is also in the negotiation 

phase for the same sort of project.  The Piccadilly Housing Development, a new 
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procurement and construction management strategy has been formulated for a 

mixed-use development with 60 residential units, commercial and community 

spaces and recreational areas.  The project has been divided into work packages 

and UDeCoTT is in the process of engaging an external design consultant to 

provide designs and the tender documents for each package.   

The PowerGen site development, UDeCoTT is awaiting the 

decommissioning of the power plant at PowerGen, prior to the issuance of an RFP 

for the construction of a mixed-use development, residential/commercial office and 

parking spaces.  City Gate Development, a feasibility study on the redevelopment 

of City Gate has been prepared by the consultant and is currently being reviewed 

by UDeCoTT.  The Intercity Transit Tram System, UDeCoTT is in the process of 

procuring a consultant for preparation of a pre-feasibility study on the 

establishment of a tram system within Port of Spain and environments to improve 

the transportation and accessibility in and around the city; and the Foreshore Green 

Space, a CEC consultant is undertaking preliminary tests, while the scope of works 

for the project is being developed to inform the consultancy.  The design 

consultant is to be engaged in order for the scope of works to be confirmed.  The 

process of testing will take place over a year-long period, as data has to be 

gathered for both rainy season and dry season. 

Furthermore, Government has—this is for something else.  Okay.  That is it. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes Member for Oropouche East.  

Dr. Moonilal:  The Minister has cited large-scale projects there.  Could I 

therefore, ask you what was the small sum of $3 million used for?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, Member, that would be the cost of the consultancy; so 

the actual ongoing cost of the consultancy.   
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Madam Chairman:  The $3 million that was spent.  Sorry about that, Members.  

Okay, so, Member for Oropouche East, are you finished?  Yes, please continue.   

Dr. Moonilal:  No, I have no further questions.  The Minister answered the last 

question.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Minister, I am at line Item 017:  

Remedial Works at Queen’s Royal College.  Now, we estimated 100,000 in 2022, 

but the Revised Estimate went up quite a lot, into $3 million.  So, my question 

would be: What in 2022 occurred that required this big change in the Estimate?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, that would just be payment of outstanding invoices 

for the restoration works.  As they are audited and approved for payment, that is 

what that sum is for.  

Ms. Haynes:  You estimated 100,000, is it that the Estimates just were not in touch 

with the reality of the scope of the project? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  So, I cannot answer that.  I can just tell you that based on the 

information we have, that would have been a budgeted figure in 2022.  And based 

on the actual, we have gotten revised figures. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And so, therefore, based on what you have, this $3.4 

million, is that new work, or a payment for work already completed? That is for 

fiscal— 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Those projects have already been handed over.  So that would 

be payment for works already completed. 

Ms. Haynes:  In fiscal 2023.  So the remedial works at QRC is complete. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  As far as my information is, yes, the remedial works at QRC 

are complete. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Okay, no problem.  And if your information is incorrect, you would 

correct it subsequently?   

Hon. de Nobriga:  Most definitely.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas East.   

Ms. Mohit:  Chair, Item 020: Construction of Chaguanas Library.  Minister, can 

you shed some light on the status of this particular project? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Member, I know that this is a project that has been near and 

dear to your heart.  It is one of two projects that I came into the Ministry and met 

that had been ongoing for many years, that and the Mayaro Library.   

The works, the moneys that are required to finish the Chaguanas Library, I 

think should be somewhere in the vicinity of maybe of $28 million.  What we are 

doing right now, is looking at the library.  It is grossly oversized for the use.  So, 

what we are looking at right now is a way to make the library self-sufficient, in that 

we would look at the ground floor being converted into lettable space.  And we are 

trying to find a partner to partner with us in that; and the top floor being allocated 

to the library.   

While that is going on, because, of course, over the last two years it is very 

difficult to find a partner to do that, what I would have done is focused on the 

Mayaro Library to get that done.  And once that is done, I would turn my attention 

right back to this and get this one done as well.   

Ms. Mohit:  Minister, just a follow-up, not a question but just to add to what you 

said.  If you are having challenges, I am here to assist you in the interest of the 

people of Chaguanas.   

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]   



190 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 13: Office of the Prime Minister (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Ms. Mohit: All right?  Because space may just to be an excuse.  There are always 

activities which you can undertake with space available.  So, if you need any 

assistance, I am here to assist.  

Hon. Member: “Yes!”  

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Mayaro.  

Mr. Paray:  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  Well, Minister, I know you 

started to respond to 021, in terms of the Mayaro Library.  Perhaps, if you can just 

give us an update formally to the SFC Committee and perhaps whether the $2 

million allocation is sufficient to bring it to completion.  Because I think we are 

almost there. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  We are almost there.  As I said in my budget contribution, the 

completion is imminent.  One of the final big ticket items would have been 

air-condition and UPS going in.  That has been done and there is just the snag list 

to finish off.  As soon as that is done, this $2 million now, we will be looking at the 

fit out and if it is required, if any more funding is required for fit out, of course, we 

would look at that at mid-year, if we cannot work some other magic.  But we are 

working on that, to get that completed.   

As I said, the base building, I want it completed before the end of the 

calendar year.  And I would like to have that library handed over before the end of 

the fiscal year.  

Mr. Paray:  Minister, any forward work, in terms of the commercialization of the 

bottom floor, as you indicated for the Chaguanas Library as well; any effort has 

started around that area as yet? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, when it comes to the commercialization of that, that is an 
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operational thing that I would not want to get involved in.  However, as you know 

as the MP and I suppose the MP for Chaguanas East may be happy to hear that as 

well, NALIS would obviously reach out to you.  And I know that you have been 

speaking to them as well, in order to ensure that local entrepreneurs and local 

businesses and small businesses will find an opportunity in that space.  

Mr. Paray:  Thank you, Minister. 

Madam Chairman:  Member for Princes Town.  Okay, thank you very much.  

Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Minister, I am at line Item 022: Restoration of Heritage 

Library.  So, in the first instance there was a $500,000 estimate for fiscal 2022.  

And then we are seeing a Revised Estimate of $12 million.  Minister of Finance 

may also be able to help here, because there is also at line Item 035: Restoration of 

Heritage Library Phase 3, and we are looking at it at line Item 022 as well.  And so 

if we could rationalize that.  Is it that we are estimating in fiscal 2023, $2.7 million 

or $3.7 million?  So, that is two separate questions, please. 

Mr. Imbert:  This is the Eric Williams Memorial Library Project.   

Ms. Haynes:  But Minister, the Eric Williams Memorial Library also comes up 

under Ministry of Education. 

Mr. Imbert:  I am aware.   

Ms. Haynes: “Oh-hor.” 

Mr. Imbert: But did you attend the launch by any chance?  

Ms. Haynes:  I do not think I was invited. 

Mr. Imbert:  Okay.  All right. [Laughter]   

Ms. Haynes: I do not think I was invited, but that is alright. 

Mr. Imbert: But that is the building.  So there were several phases to the project.   
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Ms. Haynes:  So line Item 035 is Eric Williams, the building.  But the $12 million 

on the restoration of the Heritage Library— 

Mr. Imbert:  That project has had many phases; the restoration of that historic 

building opposite Woodford Square had many phases.  You follow? 

Ms. Haynes:  I am following and I am wondering then, so at the end we will get a 

total cost?  Because we are finding it at different spaces. 

Mr. Imbert:  Yes.  It is an ongoing project.   

Ms. Haynes:  Of course.  And then, what then Minister, would have accounted for 

us from going from $500,000 estimate to $12 million in fiscal ’22?   

Mr. Imbert:  It went from 500 to 12 million? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, right there, line Item 022. 

Mr. Imbert:  There was a big push to get that project finished this year.  And in 

the past, there was not much progress on the project.  So, it would have, I do not 

want to use the word suffered, but it would have been affected by the expenditure 

in previous years.  The Budget Division would have put a small amount in fiscal 

’22.  But the project was accelerated in fiscal 2022 and opened, as you may know. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Minister.  But I read in the Guardian that UDeCoTT 

stated that the project overall would cost about $12 million.  But we are seeing 

more than that. 

Mr. Imbert:  Well, you should not believe what you read in the papers. 

Ms. Haynes:  I should not?  No?  No, not at all? 

Mr. Imbert:  No, honestly. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, but it was a direct quote from the UDeCoTT Chairman.   

Mr. Imbert:  I know, but you see— 

Ms. Haynes:  So, who am I not to believe?  
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Mr. Imbert:—it may have been a reference to this phase. 

Ms. Haynes:  Oh. 

Mr. Imbert:  That is what I mean.  Sometimes in the newspapers they do not get 

everything right.  You know, they make little mistakes here and there. 

Ms. Haynes:  Perhaps the UDeCoTT Chairman would clarify for us what he 

meant when he said $12 million for the project. 

Mr. Imbert:  They did not get the court matter right.  They had to do a retraction. 

[Laughter]  I have heard from experience.  But sometimes these articles are not 

100per cent accurate. 

Madam Chairman:  We have to do a little time management here.  We have to do 

some time management. 

Mr. Imbert:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  We have five more Heads.  Okay.   

Mr. Imbert:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  And we have a little over three hours.   

Mr. Imbert:  Yes, Madam Chairman.  I just wanted to clear up a matter.  So 

perhaps we could move on when I clear this up. 

Madam Chairman:  Just one minute.  Let me take the Member for Naparima and 

then I will take the Minister of Finance to clear up the matter with the Solicitor 

General issue.  

Mr. Charles:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Item 007: Whitehall Restoration.  And I 

see $6 million is the Estimate for 2023.  And I am reading from a Newsday report 

Friday, 30 August, 2019, which says: 

“After ten years and $32 million, the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) 

returns to Whitehall on Monday.”   
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That was, it says “OPM Returns...”  That is the headline.  I am asking: What is the 

status of the repairs to Whitehall, one, and two, what is the intent that the Prime 

Minister will operate from Whitehall or continue at his present location primarily?  

Hon. de Nobriga:  Well, to answer the second part first, I think the Prime Minister 

has made that very public, his intention is to return to Whitehall.  He operates out 

of Whitehall significant times already. 

Mr. Charles:  So if you are correct, he previously stated that they are going to 

spend a not inconsiderable sum on a media room.  Does it make sense to do that, if 

the intent is to go back to Whitehall? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  But the media room is at Whitehall. 

Madam Chairman:  But we just discussed the media room. 

Mr. Charles:  And I am asking for clarification on it. 

Hon. de Nobriga:  The media room is at Whitehall.  So, with him operating from 

Whitehall—   

Mr. Charles:  So it is at Whitehall? 

Hon. de Nobriga:—that is the thing.  

4.30 p.m. 

So the $6 million, that project has been handed over, but Member, as you 

know with any of these large projects you may have invoices that require querying, 

we have to look at it and that is what this is. 

Mr. Charles:  So the work has been done? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes. 

Mr. Charles:  More or less, completed? 

Hon. de Nobriga:  Yes it is. He is there, Whitehall is an operating office. 

Mr. Charles:  Thank you. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Head 13 ordered to stand part of Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Ministers.  Minister of Finance, can I ask you to 

clear up the project in writing.  I have already put the question. 

Mr. Imbert:  I know. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, so could you clear it up in writing. 

Mr. Imbert:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  Cannot go back. 

Mr. Imbert:  That is okay.  It is okay. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Ministers, thank you PS, and other 

representatives of OPM. 

Head 26: Ministry of Education, $5,503,784,600. 

[MR. FORDE in the Chair] 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, welcome to the Minister of Education.  Also, 

welcome to the Minister in the Ministry of Education.  Welcome Madam PS of the 

Ministry, and also the senior technocrats of the Ministry of Education, welcome to 

the Parliament. 

Head 26: Ministry of Education, $5,503,784,600. 

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite Minister of Education to make a brief statement 

not exceeding five minutes.  Madam Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 

Hon. Member:  Chairman. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Chair. 

Mr. Chairman:  Deputy Chair or— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Deputy Chair.  The Ministry of Education is mandated 
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to provide modern, holistic, relevant, and equitable education opportunity for all 

students.  Imperatives for fiscal 2023 include the continuing digital transformation 

programme, mitigation efforts for the learning loss experienced by students 

between 2020 and 2022, school infrastructural upgrades, increasing student 

achievement, and the equity of educational opportunity. 

The staff of the Ministry of Education remain committed to the fulfillment 

of this mandate and our imperatives as we facilitate the development of citizens 

who will drive the upward trajectory of Trinidad and Tobago towards the 

realization of Vision 2030.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Madam Minister. 

Question proposed:  That Head 26 stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $5,503,784,600 for Head 26, Ministry 

of Education is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the following 

Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure, 

the Draft Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and 

Similar Bodies and of the Tobago House of Assembly, and the Draft Estimates of 

the Development Programme.  We shall now consider the Draft Estimates of 

Recurrent Expenditure.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure, and we are on page 

169.  Item 001: General Administration.  I recognize the Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  And welcome to the technocrats from the 

Ministry of Education, good afternoon to you.  I am at line Item 14:  Remuneration 

to members of Cabinet-Appointed Committees.  So my question is which 

Cabinet-Appointed Committees are we expecting to spend this $500,000 on, and is 

there an estimated date for completion for any of these Cabinet-Appointed 

Committees? 
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Madam Chairman:  Madam Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Thank you, Mr. Chair. We have three committees, the 

National Advisory Committee on Education, HELP and the GATE Committees, 

and these are ongoing committees.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  If these are ongoing Committees, we 

have a total expenditure on or about 100,000 or just under $200,000 for each year, 

but we are estimating $500,000.  So what are we anticipating would be the change 

in cost?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If there are additional committees that have to come on, 

this allocation is provided to account for that. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 005: Secondary Education.  Proceed, Tabaquite, Member. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  So I am at line Item 01: Salaries and Cost of 

Living Allowance.  We are looking at an increase of about $6.8 million in this line 

Item.  What categories of staff are we looking at to be employed under this 

increased allocation? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This allocation caters for principals, vice-principals, 

teachers et cetera, at secondary schools. 

Ms. Haynes:  And so we are filling vacancies with the increased allocation? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This is a fluid thing.  So appointments are made, 

vice-principals would come on and so on, or people would be promoted within the 

incremental scale.  So this would provide for that.   

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed if you have other line Items. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Yes, so I am looking at line Item— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, what you can do, if it is you would be doing most of the 

questioning, again, just proceed I will just keep looking at you as we move on. 

Ms. Haynes:  No problem. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  Proceed. 

Ms. Haynes:  Line Item 32:  Remuneration to Substitute Teachers.  We are 

looking at an Estimate of $1.5 million for a 2023.  What number of substitute 

teachers are currently employed by the Ministry? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This allocation would have paid 28 persons in fiscal 

2022.  There would still be some bills coming in for persons who would have acted 

as substitute teachers but would have paid that amount. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member. 

Ms. Haynes:  Looking again, at line Item 01, would this include any provision 

for—yes, we are on the same Secondary Schools so same Salaries and Cost of 

Living, and when we discuss the categories my specific question is, will this 

include social workers within the secondary school system under line Item 01? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No. 

Ms. Haynes:  So they are catered for elsewhere in terms of student support 

services? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 006: Primary Education, 170. 

Ms. Haynes:  Minister, so similar— 

Mr. Chairman:  Tabaquite, Member. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Similar question under line Item 01:  Salaries and Cost 

of Living, are we looking at the filling of vacancies and change of post in terms of 

primary school teachers? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The same applies where you have change of scale and 

so on salaries. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And so for the Remuneration of Substitute Teachers at 

line Item 32, how many substitute teachers are right now within the primary school 

system? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This would have paid 12 persons in fiscal 2022.  

Ms. Haynes:  And that would be 12 persons at $209,000 but now we are 

estimating 1.25 million.  Is it that we are anticipating the use of more substitute 

teachers in the primary school system? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The allowance is given to ensure that wherever they are 

employed they can be paid.  Because is not something you can actually predict 

because it depends on the circumstances of teachers. 

Ms. Haynes:  Absolutely.  But we can make an estimation based on the Actual 

spend as well as the Revised Estimate for 2022, and that was still around that 

$200,000 mark.  So to go from 200,000 to $1 million more, there must be one data 

that is driving that decision to allocate an additional million dollars. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  School is now open physically.  It was not opened 

physically for most of 2022, so you would anticipate that there would be more 

need for substitute teachers at this time. 

Ms. Haynes:  Well, Madam Minister, while school will be open physically, school 
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was ongoing online and the use of teachers would have been online or physically.  

So I do not know that we can account for the physical reopening of schools for an 

additional $1 million for substitute teachers. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That may be your view, however, the allocation is made 

so that we can pay any teachers who are brought on as substitute teachers to 

replace teachers who are not physically at school. 

Ms. Haynes:  So we are not anticipating more than the 12, really.  It is just in case 

we are putting $1 million here, yes? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  One cannot anticipate how many substitute teachers are 

required.  It depends on the circumstance of the teachers who are there.  We have 

6,639 teachers at the primary school level so it depends on how many of them that 

have circumstances that require a substitute teacher to be engaged. 

Ms. Haynes:  Understood. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 011:  Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and 

Forestry, page 170.  Item 012:  Technical/Vocational Education, 171.  Proceed, 

Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 01: Salaries and Cost of Living, we are also 

estimating—we are planning to spend $1.38 million here.  What categories of 

workers are we looking at under this Technical/Vocational Education space? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There are 12 monthly-paid employees who are paid 

under this line Item. 

Ms. Haynes:  These are not educators, are they? Or is this an administrative 

space? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 
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Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  These work in curriculum and they look at the 

curriculum of TVET. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And so therefore, I am asking the question now in the 

context of the budget statement which promised an increased focus on technical 

vocational skills within the education system as a way of counteracting the 

negative effects of COVID-19, and we are seeing that the spend is the same that it 

has been.  So how are you accounting then for the expanded role of 

Technical/Vocational Education given the statement by the Minister, and 

statements you made in your budget contribution as well?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Technical vocational teachers are paid under the Item 

Secondary School.  And the increased focus does not necessarily mean hiring more 

people, it means dealing with the curriculum aspect of it and ensuring that we get 

more practical subjects, and also deal with the infrastructural part of it in the 

schools.  So there is no need under this line Item to increase anything there to be 

able to deal with increasing the focus on Technical/Vocational Education. 

Ms. Haynes:  We have increased it by $130,000 but this would be sufficient to 

cover the budgetary promises made by both yourself and the Minister of Finance, 

yes? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  As I explained, that has the role of a technical teacher, 

that is not covered under this line Item.  

Ms. Haynes:  No, no, no.  I understand what you are saying but you said 

curriculum development.  Both your statements indicated increased curriculum 

development to allow for technical vocational studies to be expanded.  You both 

spoke about the curriculum. That is why I am asking it under this particular line 

Item. 
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Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, Member but you interpreted that to mean that it 

should have an increase here.  It does not mean that. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, no, no.  I am asking. I did not interpret it. I am asking. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Well, I already said no. 

Mr. Chairman:  Members. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That is what I said. 

Mr. Chairman:  I know, remember the procedure is that we are supposed to go 

through the Chair, but again, I will give, you know, for the little discourse but let 

us ensure that we keep it within the ambit of the session. 

Ms. Haynes:  Absolutely. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right. 

Ms. Haynes:  So that is why I was just explaining why I asked the question under 

this particular line Item given the answer by the Minister. 

4.45 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure, and Minister, you were comfortable, right, in terms of your 

response, right, nice.  So moving on, Member. 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 014:  National Examinations Council, page 171. Item 016:  

Scholarships and Advanced Training Division, page 172.  Sub-Head 02:  Good and 

Services; Item 001:  General Administration, pages 172 to 174.  And I will 

recognize you Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Madam Minister, I am at line Item 28: Other Contracted 

Services.  Other Contracted Services, we have an estimate of $52 million for fiscal 

2023, this will include School Transportation.   So my question, in the first 

instance, would be whether or not any of this $15 million is going to be used to 
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clear up arrears or monies owed to persons who would have been executing the 

school transportation services in the past. 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, whatever is outstanding would be paid from this 

line Item. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you.  And therefore, now, when we discussed the mid-

year review, May 2022, we were told that there will be an $8.2 million spend under 

School Transportation for the third term, the reopening of school in the third term, 

which you, according to the notes from that Standing Finance Committee, we were 

told that 400 and—sorry, 246 areas were to be served by PTSC school transport, 

and that was disaggregated into 51 primary school spaces, and 195 secondary 

school spaces.  However, I am looking at the revised allocation for fiscal 2022, this 

is now information coming to us after the mid-year review and we actually only 

spent $3 million. So is it that some of these routes were not in place in the third 

term in the reopening of school? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  All the routes were not serviced in that time, it depended 

on the availability of concessionaires. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, and can we then get now at a later date which routes were left 

out in the third term of the—when school was reopened physically? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I can provide that in writing. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you and therefore, I would also like to ask what routes are to 

be served in fiscal 2023. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  All routes are to be serviced in fiscal 2023 on the basis 

of availability of concessionaires. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. And therefore, is there any communication, for example, 

with Members of Parliament in the school districts to bring into focus areas that 

would not have been served. There are a number of areas and rural communities 

who had never been served and would really need to be brought into the system 

because of changes in terms of number of children, children entering the school 

system, et cetera, so are we looking at that as well, going forward for school 

transportation services? 

Mr. Chairman: Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Generally, the requirement for school transport comes 

through the principal or a request made from the principal.  So certainly, if there 

are areas that need to be serviced, and the MPs are speaking with the principals 

about that, we would have no difficulty looking at getting those routes serviced. 

Ms. Haynes:  And Madam Minister, do you have before you how much of this $52 

million is to clear up arrears? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  What has been paid so far to PTSC for 2022 would be 

just over $2.6 million.  I do not have before me what is outstanding. There were 

some issues of queries and so on, that were sent back and so, that is being handled 

as we speak.  However, I do not have that actual figure in front of me but I could 

provide it in writing. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right, Member for Oropouche West, I recognize you. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Hon. Minister, I am on line Item 05:  

Telephones, which is on page 172. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure. 
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Mr. Tancoo:  I know that your 2022 estimate was 5.7, which is in line with the 

Actual spend in ’21 but your Revised Expenditure was actually listed here at $21 

million, which is a huge amount compared to the initial estimate and to the Actual 

spend in 2021.  Can the Minister advise what would have caused this upwards of 

$15 million increase in the cost of telephone expenditure? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There was a large amount of arrears and that was paid. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Minister, can you advise for what period that arrears was 

accumulated—over what period? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I do not have that information with me but I can provide 

it in writing. 

Mr. Tancoo:  And can you confirm then that the current allocation will negate the 

occurrence of any additional arrears? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It depends on the usage of the schools but if there is a 

shortfall, we will be seeking funds to be able to stay up to date with the payments. 

Mr. Tancoo:  One last one, Minister.  I note under Water and Sewerage, under 06:   

Water and Sewerage Rates, you had no allocation for 2021/2022 but you have an 

allocation this year of $840,000.  Is it that you built up arrears to WASA as well 

and the State 40,000 would cover that as well? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This should cover current payments and if there are 

arrears, yes. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Thank you. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Minister, I am at line Item 37:  Janitorial Services.  We 

had an estimation of $70 million which was in keeping with what was spent in 
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2021, and then that, we went up to $176 million in terms of Janitorial Services as 

the Revised Estimate for fiscal ’22.  Could we account for that $100 million extra? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  In 2022, Chair, a large amount of arrears to MTS were 

paid off at that time—was paid off.  In addition to that, schools became operating 

physically again in 2022 and so, you would have had more expenditure on 

Janitorial Services at that time. 

Ms. Haynes:  And thank you, Madam Minister, but I am looking at then the 

Estimate for ’23 where physical schools will continue and we are at $100 million.  

And so, is it that we are anticipating spending on about $30 million more now so 

the $70 million is the baseline of what schools cost to be maintained when they are 

closed, but once they reopen, we need an additional $30 million to service the 

schools? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I would not say that 30 million is the cap, I will say that 

the 30 million more has been allocated and if we need more of course, we will 

approach the Ministry of Finance in the mid-term. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And in terms of the provision of the janitorial services, 

would you be able to advise us who provides the janitorial services? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There are nine companies, Building Maintenance 

Services, LSA Healthcare Services, Magic Mist Services, Super Industrial 

Services, Century 21 Janitorial Services, Rentokil Initial, Jus Brite Enterprises, All 

Aspects Maintenance and NMTS. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Can I move on to line Item 43— 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure. 
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Ms. Haynes:—Mr. Chair?  Security Services. Again, we had an estimate of $135 

million that has been revised to $208 million, can we account for the increase in 

the revision between what was estimated for fiscal ’22? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Very similar to the case with Janitorial, Mr. Chair. 

Ms. Haynes:  Arrears? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Arrears, as well as the physical operation of schools, so 

therefore more services required. 

Ms. Haynes:  So is it that once students are on the premises you require more 

security services?  Because I would assume that they would have been on the 

premises even with school being closed.  So are you employing more persons to 

secure the premises now that school has been reopened? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Not employing more, the contracts are there for the 

schools, they are already pre-set, but of course, without students you would use 

less officers at schools. 

Ms. Haynes:  But if the contract is there, then the amount should be the same. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  But the amount of persons actually going out in the 

circumstances of COVID would have been less and therefore, less expenditure. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 005:  Secondary Education; Item 006:  Primary Education; 

Item 007:  District Services Division, page 175; Item 008: Rudranath Capildeo 

Learning Resource Centre.  Couva South, I recognize you. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  Thank you very much, Chair. Minister, with respect to line Item 

21:  Repairs and Maintenance - Buildings.  I notice that nothing has been spent on 

the maintenance of this building for 2022 and 2023.  Is there—or that signals some 
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indication that this particular facility is being reviewed in terms of its operations 

currently? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chair, to the contrary, it is just that the upkeep of 

this is now handled in the Development Programme. 

Mr. Indarsingh:  To the Development?  Okay, thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 009:  Early Childhood Care and Education Unit, page 176; 

Item 011:  Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and Forestry; Item 014:  

National Examinations Council; Item 015:  Spanish Secretariat, page 177; Item 

016:  Scholarships and Advanced Training Division.   

Sub-Head 03:  Minor Equipment Purchases; Item 001:  General 

Administration, page 177; Item 006:  Primary Education, 178; Item 007:  District 

Services Division; Item 008:  Rudranath Capildeo Learning Resource Centre; Item 

009:  Early Childhood Care and Education Unit.    

Sub-Head 04:  Current Transfers and Subsidies, we are now on page 179; 

Item 001:  Regional Bodies; Item 002:  Commonwealth Bodies; Item 003:  United 

Nations Organizations; Item 004:  International Bodies; Item 006:  Educational 

Institutions, pages 180 and 181.  And I recognize the Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, Mr. Chair. I am at line Item 07:  SERVOL - Adolescent 

Development Training Programme.  We had an estimate of just about $327,000, of 

which none was used and then we are now estimating for fiscal 2023, $5 million.  

So if the Minister can just explain why none was used in—there is no revised—

explained the absence of a Revised Estimate for fiscal 2022 in the first instance, 

and then how we intend to use the $5 million going forward. 
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Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Chair, this absence of allocation of use of allocation 

in 2022 would have been due to the very contracted services under this line Item, 

during the COVID period, and now that school is physical, the participants in this 

programme will now again be back out and this $5 million is catered to deal with 

that. 

Ms. Haynes:  But Madam Minister, the programme was going on online during 

the pandemic, correct? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I cannot say that it was going on online actually, in this 

particular instance, what was happening is that it was very much affected by the 

virtual operations. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, the reason I said it was going on online is because the 

documents provided by your Ministry, in response to the last Standing Finance 

Committee said that this programme was going on online and so, that is why I said 

it. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There are a number of Servol programmes— 

Ms. Haynes:  No, this particular— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Can I finish? 

Ms. Haynes:  This particular programme. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Can I complete? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, but yes it is this particular programme not any— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  And I am saying that there are a number of Servol 

programmes, and with respect to their operation, and what invoices were sent in, in 

terms of payment, this particular one, there was not any expenditure there.  But 

there are other programmes linked to this one that would have gone on online, and 

there was expenditure, not this particular one. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Well, the documents that your Ministry provided, referred to this 

particular Adolescent Development Training Programme. So is it the case that we 

have this particular programme itemized here in these books before us, but there 

are other programmes unnamed, that we will be utilizing this Vote for? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No, not unnamed.  There are other programmes, other 

line Items that deal with the same cadre of students. 

Ms. Haynes:  Unnamed in the books before us? Yes? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No, they are not unnamed the books, there are on other 

line Items as well. 

Ms. Haynes:  Can you point me to the line Item you are referring to then? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Well, we dealing with this particular one right now so I 

am answering on this particular one, right now. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, but we are dealing with the Servol Programme, Adolescent 

Development Training Programme and that is what we are dealing with.  I asked 

about whether or not—why there was no Revised Estimate.  I was told that there 

was no Revised Estimate because the programme was not continuing.  I have a 

document provided by your Ministry on the Rotunda, where it was stated that this 

programme continued online.  So we are unable to account for why there is no 

Revised Estimate given that we were told that the programme continued online. 

Given that we are planning on spending $5 million, we need to be very clear on 

what we are spending this $5 million for in fiscal ’23.  So are we spending the $5 

million in totality on the Adolescent Development Training Programme at Servol 

for fiscal 2023? 

5.00 p.m.  

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, hold on, one second.  I think the Minister has made it 
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clear, but you continue to want clarity.  Madam Minister, you care to further 

comment? Otherwise, Member, I need to move off this particular line Item.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  The Minister said she has no further comment.  

Ms. Haynes:  Mr. Chair, I asked a new question which is that—I am not asking for 

clarity. We were discussing what was spent in 2022. I have since moved from what 

was spent in 2022 to ask whether or not the $5 million allocated for fiscal 2023 is 

going to be spent in totality on the Adolescent Development Training Programme.  

That was my last question. 

Mr. Chairman:  So, Madam Minister, will the $5 million be spent on this 

particular programme?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Deputy Chair, I answered that from the start, yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay. Moving on to— 

Mr. Chairman:  Member, one second. Fyzabad had his hand up a little while now. 

Fyzabad, Member, could I recognize you at this time? 

Dr. Bodoe:  Sure. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Hon. Minister, if I could refer you to 

line Item 44, which is regard to the Subsidies Mt. Hope Students of $15 million, 

just to confirm whether this subsidy reflects assistance to pay registration fees to 

nationals, just to confirm that.  And if you could indicate, how many students will 

benefit from that $15 million allocation for 2023.   

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, that is what it is to use to pay for.  I would have to 

check with UWI to determine how many students that will be paid for.  I would 

imagine, they will be able to provide that information.  I am not sure if it will be 

complete at this time but, certainly, I could check and provide it in writing. 

Dr. Bodoe:  In writing?  Thank you. And just before I leave, to my colleague, Item 
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41, which is, Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex.   

Mr. Chairman:  Sure, proceed.  

Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you Chairman. And the allocation of $20 million for this year.  

Minister, can you give any further clarification on what that is to be used for, 

whether it is to pay lectures or—? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This one is to pay for scholars, national scholars in the 

medical programme. 

Dr. Bodoe:  Okay. And, again, can you indicate how many will benefit from this? 

Are you in a position to state at this time?   

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will provide it in writing.   

Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you. Thank you, Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman:  I now recognize the Member for Caroni East. You still have a 

question? 

Dr. Seecheran:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman: Proceed. 

Dr. Seecheran: Thank you, Deputy Chair.  Minister, similar to the question from 

Fyzabad, line Items No. 39 and No. 40: Advanced Nursing Education, and No. 40: 

Medical Post Graduate Programme. Is this also to pay for persons on scholarship? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No.  The Advanced Nursing Education is paid to a 

School of Nursing at UWI and the Medical Post Graduate Programme, that is also 

a payment to UWI.  

Dr. Seecharan:  So, this is to subsidize their activities in some way? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  I come back to you now, Member for Tabaquite, or we are 

moving on?  
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Ms. Haynes:  No, no. I am still under this Head. 

Mr. Chairman:  Line Item?  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, I am looking at line Item 19: SERVOL Junior Life Centres. We 

had an Estimate of $3 million for fiscal 2022, and that went all the way up to $14.6 

million.  So, can we account for the increased allocation or the increase in the 

Revised Estimates, please? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This would have catered for their operations in 2022, 

which increased due to the fiscal nature of school. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And so, I am moving on to line Item 26: Special 

Education Resources Programme.  There is zero allocation.  Is it that there is no 

Special Education Resources Programme?  

Mr. Chairman:  Madam Minister?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This would have been programmes run under SSSD.  

Although there is an additional Vote for their programming, this one has not 

received funding.  So, everything that they do is funded from another line Item. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you.  I am moving on to line Item 33: Grant to Private 

Secondary Schools.  There is just a Revised Estimate of $50 million for 2022.  Can 

we account for that, please? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This is a payment for Bishop, Trinity East, their 

operations. 

Ms. Haynes:  And so, after this $50 million payment, there are no more payments 

to be made?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  They operated previously under a different arrangement 

where there was a loan that was taken for their operations.  So, at this point, that 

loan has been completed.  So, this payment is to continue their operations for the 
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next fiscal. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, Madam Minister. There is no allocation for fiscal 2023 that is 

why I asked if—this is a Revised Estimate.  No, no, no, I am looking at—the 

Revised Estimates for fiscal 2022 is $50 million under Estimates for fiscal 2023, I 

have nothing. Yes? 

Mr. Chairman:  All right. So, just for clarity, we are at line Item 33, Madam 

Minister.   

Ms. Haynes:  Grant to Private Secondary Schools.   

Mr. Chairman:  Grant to Private Schools, page 180.   

Ms. Haynes: Page 180. 

Mr. Chairman: Grant to Private Secondary Schools at line Item 33.  That is where 

we are at. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We have—at present, we are negotiating with the school 

in terms of the funding and the arrangements for the school. So, what was 

expended in 2022 would have been that 50, and that is under negotiation now with 

Bishop, Trinity East and the Government.  

Ms. Haynes:  And so then the Parliament will be brought up to speed with that at 

the mid-year review, that is correct?   

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  If required, yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. Can I continue? 

Mr. Chairman: Moving on.  

Ms. Haynes: Line Item 51: Higher Education— 

Mr. Chairman:  51, you said?  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, yes, next page, 181, Current Transfers and Subsidies.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sure, proceed.  
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Ms. Haynes:  Yes. So I am looking at line Item 51: Higher Education Loan 

Programme.  We estimate, as the Parliament, about $8 million which is the 

standard.  However, the Revised Estimates for 2022 is $6.7 million thereabout.  Is 

it that fewer persons were able to access the Higher Education Loan Programme in 

fiscal 2022?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will have to get the actual figures to determine that.  I 

cannot say that that is the situation now.  

Ms. Haynes:  So that there is an undertaking that we will get the figures?    

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This payment in this line Item is simply for the fees for 

the health programme.  So, it has nothing to do with the number of students that 

are assessed, but this is the fees. 

Ms. Haynes:  So that the fees were reduced in fiscal 2022? Because the Revised 

Estimates has us at $6.7 million. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Well, this is what we were presented with, so that is 

what we would have paid. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, no problem. Looking at line Item 65: Dr. Eric Williams 

Memorial Library.   

Mr. Chairman:  Go ahead.  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes.  We are planning to spend $6 million in fiscal 2023.  Can we 

just get a breakdown of where this $6 million will be spent, given what the 

Minister of Finance had to say previously on the Eric Williams library? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This is operated by UWI, so the Ministry of Education 

does not directly have that breakdown.   

Ms. Haynes:  But would we be able to access the break—would you be able to get 

the breakdown for us and provide it to the Parliament so that we can be able to 
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properly account for taxpayers’ dollars?   

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We are can request it from UWI.   

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Moving on? No. Okay, Caroni East, Member, I recognize you.  

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you, Deputy Chair. Minister, line Item 62: School of 

Nursing, I just wanted you to confirm that this allocation is for administration cost, 

as well as line Item 63: Student Nurses Stipend, if you can give us an idea of how 

many student nurses are benefiting in the next financial year with this allocation. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Confirming operational cost for 62 and for 63, the 

Estimate is 400—the Estimate is 400 student nurses at COSTAATT and 200 at the 

Ministry of Education’s programme who are on clinical. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Fyzabad, you still have a question? 

Dr. Bodoe: Thank you, Mr. Chair— 

Mr. Chairman: Proceed.  

Dr. Bodoe:  Minister, just a follow up, Item 63: Students Nurses Stipend.   

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  

Dr. Bodoe:  This amount allocated for 2023, will that cover any—first of all, are 

there any arrears owing to student nurses regarding these stipends and, if so, will 

this amount cover those arrears?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The arrears were paid in 2022. 

Dr. Bodoe:  Thank you.   

Mr. Chairman:  Naparima, you had your hand up?   

Mr. Charles:  Item 58: NESC Drilling School, which is in my constituency, $1.7 

million which is consistent with the past couple of years.  How many students are 
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enrolled in the drilling school at present?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will have to provide that in writing. 

Mr. Charles:  Okay. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 007: Households, page 181 and 182; Item: 009: Other 

Transfers. 

Ms. Haynes: [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  You almost missed it.  

Ms. Haynes: No, no, I would not. I would not. 

Mr. Chairman: Proceed. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. Madam Minister, I am at line Item 15: Student Support 

Services Programme.  We are planning on spending about just over $600,000.  Can 

we get an idea of the Student Support Services Programme, line Item 15; under 

007: Households? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  What page is that?  

Ms. Haynes:  That is page 181, line Item 15, 1-5.  

Mr. Chairman:  Student Support Services Programme. You want the question 

repeated? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, please. Thanks   

Ms. Haynes:  Right. So, we are looking at spending about $669,000 estimated for 

fiscal 2023. Could you give us a scope of the Student Support Services 

Programme?  Additionally, this has been in discussion given us looking at the 

mental health of students, post-pandemic coming out of quarantine back to fiscal 

school and so my question, therefore is, is the programme being expanded or are 

we maintaining the same pre-COVID Student Support Services Programme?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We will maintain exactly what we have now and with 
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other funding that has been provided, we want to expand that to assist more 

students in more schools. So, this allocation we will maintain what obtains now, 

which will be the parenting education, inclusive education programme, training, 

career fairs and so on. 

Ms. Haynes:  And so, therefore, where are we accounting for the planned 

expansion of the programme?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  In additional funding that has been provided, especially 

to deal with learning loss mitigation.  

Ms. Haynes:  Okay. Moving on to line Item 19: Retraining Programme for 

Displaced Workers.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  

Ms. Haynes:  We have about $6 million there. Can you tell me how many 

displaced workers have been retrained in fiscal 2022?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This programme is administered by YTEPP. I would 

have to provide that information in writing. 

Ms. Haynes:  No problem. And therefore, while we are providing that, I will take 

all of these in writing on this programme, but that is the how many and what is the 

duration of the course for the retraining of displaced persons? Is it one year? And 

that will also be instructive in terms of, when assessing, how much the $6 million 

will take us. 

Mr. Chairman:  Yes, ditto. Go ahead. 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, so, looking at line Item 20: Helping Youth Prepare for 

Employment Programme, we estimated $12 million and the Revised Estimates is 

about $13.7 million. In terms of how this programme is administered, how many 

person would have passed through the programme? And then, what are our 
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targeted objectives with this programme?  Is it that we are measuring the 

effectiveness by the number of persons, the number of young persons who pass 

through the programme and then they get employment, as in sustainable 

employment?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  MIC administers this programme and so I will 

endeavour to get from them the number of students and so on. I am not sure of 

their tracking information, but we will ask for that as well. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you.  So, appreciated. So, when we are getting that 

information, just to be clear on what I am asking for, is the number of students as 

well the metric for success for the programme as best as they can provide. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  

5.12 p.m.  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes?  And then a similar question for line Item 22, which is the 

Multi-sector Skill Training Programme. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.    

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sure. 

Mr. Chairman:  You will provide that— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  In writing.  In writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  The Minister has given the assurance she would provide the 

information. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And then— 

Mr. Chairman:  Right?  Moving on? 

Ms. Haynes:  No, there is another programme there, the SERVOL’s Human 

Development and Skills Training Programme. 

Mr. Chairman:  25?  
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Ms. Haynes:  Right.  Line Item 25. 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Ms. Haynes:  No, it is the same question— 

Mr. Chairman:  No.  You want the same— 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, it is the same question, I just— 

Mr. Chairman:  “Oh.”  Right.  The same information she provided, Madam 

Minister. 

Ms. Haynes:  Same, same general—yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  Oropouche West, you have your hand up?  

Mr. Tancoo:  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Thank you, Vice Chair. 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Mr. Tancoo:  Vice Chair. I am looking at Item 40: Gratuities to Contract Officers; 

I note that in 2022 you had estimated a $5 million figure to pay for gratuities but 

you are actually now updating that to $33.5 million. Can the Minister indicate what 

would have caused this drastic increase because gratuities are something that are 

predictable over the short run? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Right.  Terms and conditions were obtained from the 

CPO for quite a number of positions and so that of course would help to be able to 

calculate the gratuity owed to outstanding—gratuities owed to officers, and so that 

backlog of gratuity has to be paid so the additional allocation has been included to 

be able to deal with the backlog based on that. 

Mr. Chairman:  Are you okay, Oropouche West?  Right.  So I recognize 

Tabaquite.   

Ms. Haynes:  Line Item 41, Remedial Education, now it has been part of the 



221 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 26: Ministry of Education (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

public domain that this is as a result of the SEA results and coming off the 

Vacation Revision Programme—am I correct so far?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Not completely but—  

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  But we will go—right.  So, my understanding is that we had 

the Vacation Revision Programme which is set to continue in some form and 

therefore my question is, in terms of the remedial education programme, the scope 

of works and how we intend to spend this $50 million and then what are we hoping 

to accomplish with the $50 million spend in this particular line Item in fiscal 2023?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So Cabinet would have approved remedial education 

efforts on the basis of the learning loss that would have been experienced by our 

students coming from 2020 to 2022.  The results of the SEA would just be a 

symptom of that, but that is a deeper issue.  So there are 26 secondary schools 

where a remedial education programme has already been approved by Cabinet, and 

on the basis of this allocation we are intending to extend to at least 25 to 30 

primary schools.  Of course, all of this has to go to Cabinet for its finalization, but 

it will follow the same tenets of what we are already implementing in the 

secondary schools, which would be the positive behaviour reinforcement, 

motivational speaking, the campaign with respect to fliers and different areas of the 

school; the Student Support Services, ensuring that we have dedicated officers, and 

this allocation will allow us to hire on some more dedicated persons for these 

schools, both the 26 secondary schools, as well as the number of primary schools 

that are included.  Also areas for the officers to interact with the students, and in 

many schools this is lacking, and that is an important part, having a safe space for 

students to interact with the officers.   

Learning support assistance, they are already hired at the secondary schools 
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and we can either increase or include primary schools in that.  The student aides, 

that is another area that is important, introducing and getting more assessment done 

for students and therefore getting student aides on to assist our students.  After-

school tutoring in Math and English, that is another facet of what we want to 

include to bring our students up to speed; teacher training, literacy solution and 

agricultural programme to help with entrepreneurship, and application of school 

curriculum; enhanced programmes for VAPA and sports; the Vacation Revision 

Programme for another year, and Wi-Fi upgrade in some of these schools.   

So that is what the programme will entail.  The final plan will go to Cabinets 

soon for Cabinet’s approval so that the expenditure under this line-Item will then 

start. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And so, therefore, my further question which I had 

asked earlier is, what are the metric that we are using for success?  So is it that this 

is meant to be an intervention?  So you said that it is an intervention to mitigate 

against learning loss and our measure therefore would be the examination pass rate 

or are we using some other measure to determine the success of the programme?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That would be included as well, but there is also the 

issue of school climate; there is the issue of student discipline and student 

behaviour; all of that will be included. 

Ms. Haynes:  Right.  So that would have been my other question which is, is it 

also to include the mitigation against school violence that we would have been 

seeing, that is covered under this $50 million?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  You have a follow-up again?  
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Ms. Haynes:  No.  No. 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Item 009: Other Transfers.  We are on page 182.  Item 

011: Transfers to State Enterprises, pages 182 and 183.  I will take Naparima first.  

Member. 

Mr. Charles:  Item 02: National Schools Dietary Services Ltd., a significant 

increase, $181 million. Could the Minister indicate what is the present number of 

students who are benefiting, who benefited under the 88, Revised Estimates, and 

the anticipated number to which has to do with the increase to be provided with 

lunches? 

Mr. Chairman:  Madam Minister. 

Dr. Bodoe:  Deputy Chair, I can certainly provide the number of students that will 

be fed, but just to indicate that, that 88 in 2022 would have represented feeding 

when there was restricted number of students at school and then in terms 

everybody was there.  So it is not a matter of increasing the number of students, it 

is just a matter that the school feeding is now going on for the entire year, whereas 

it was not before. 

Mr. Charles:  Right.  So you would provide us with that number?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will provide the number of—  

Mr. Charles:  Thank you. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:—lunches and breakfast that are usually provided. 

Mr. Chairman:  It will be provided. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  So I will provide that.  Yeah.   

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Member for Chaguanas East. 

Ms. Mohit:  Thank you, Mr.Chair.  Minister, under 02, National Schools Dietary 

Services Ltd., can you state whether consideration is being given to those 7,000 
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new requests which would have been for school feeding programme students 

requesting to come to enter the school feeding programme? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Students can request to get on to the programme through 

their principals, and once they fill out the form, and so on, and they are deemed to 

be deserving, they receive the meals.  So any further requests for school feeding, 

usually are considered positively by the principals. 

Ms. Mohit:  So, just a follow-up question, in terms of the 7,000 new requests 

reported, would this funding cater for that as well?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It would.  It would cater for all of the students who are 

eligible. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite, you still have a question.  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, I do.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sure. 

Ms. Haynes:  But I am on line Item 07: the Metal Industries Company Ltd. 

(National Skills Development Programme). 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  Yeah.  Proceed.  Yeah.  That is where we are. 

Ms. Haynes:  So we had an Estimate of $20 million, that has been revised to $40 

million, can we just account for the disparity between the Estimate and the Revised 

Estimate for fiscal ’22, please?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Again, when schools were not operating physically 

there would have been less expenditure.  The expenditure in 2021 would have been 

in the region of 33, so this 40 is to ensure that the schools can operate fully.  There 

would have been shortfalls as well before that and, in some cases, it is to provide 

for increases, if possible, in some of the programming. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And that is why I asked the question because I looked at 

the Actual spend in ’21 when things would have been closed and it was $33 

million and we estimated in 2022—so is it that the baseline, when it is closed it is 

not operational, we are looking at $33 million to operate?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It was not closed.  It was operating but at a reduced 

capacity. 

Ms. Haynes:  And so the reduced capacity had us at $33 million?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  At that time. 

Ms. Haynes:  But at full capacity we are at $40 million?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  When you say “full capacity”, “full capacity” could 

mean different things, because it depends on the allocation what you are able to do.  

So if the allocation was even greater you could do more; if it was less you can do 

less, so I would hesitate to speak to full capacity.  I would say that 40 million will 

provide them a certain level of operation that is optimal at this point in time. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  And so, therefore, would you undertake to give us in writing 

what this $40 million will cover in terms of operational expenses?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I do not understand, that is a very broad question.  This 

is for all of their operations.  What you are asking for is what?  

Ms. Haynes:  I am asking so that we can ascertain what is the difference 

between—what we needed when no one—when they were at a limited capacity, so 

I am trying to understand what the capacity they are performing at now that 

requires the $40 million.   

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I can certainly ask MIC for an estimate of what their 

expenditure is in terms of their operation for this fiscal. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 
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Mr. Chairman:  Tabaquite, you are still with us?   

Ms. Haynes:  Good. 

Mr. Chairman:  All right.  Couva North.  Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr.Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, line 

Item 02: National Schools Dietary Services Ltd., with this $270 million allocated 

for 2023, hon. Minister, can you advise if there is any sort of arrangement with 

NAMDEVCO or if there is any policy guideline that the Ministry provides for this 

programme with respect to buy local and the supporting of our local agriculture 

industry? 

Mr. Chairman:  Madam Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  A member of NAMDEVCO actually sits on this board 

to ensure that there is that synergy and partnership, so, yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Naparima, you still have a question?   

Mr. Charles:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Mr. Charles:  Items 10 and 11, EFCL, one is Interest Payment on a loan and the 

other one is a Principal Payment, 286.5 million loan, and 26 and 6 million, 

roughly, is being allocated.  Minister, is this a loan to ensure that the schools that 

have remained unopened, this is part of the programme to ensure that that issue is 

dealt with? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  While the funds reside here, the responsibility for EFCL 

is with the Ministry of Finance, and they are dealing right now with the sensitive 

winding up, so I would not be able to give you any more information regarding 

EFCL and those loans. 

Mr. Charles:  Can we address the question to the Minister of Finance or how do 
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we— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Are you seeing him here?  

Mr. Chairman:  Again, we would not be able to do it here. 

Mr. Charles:  Not here. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  Well, I think the Minister of Finance—  

Mr. Charles:  I am saying, what is the purpose of this principal and interest 

payment in the context of the challenges we face with Early Childhood Care and 

Education?  That is all. 

Mr. Chairman:  And, Minister, can you assist?  You cannot assist with that 

information? 

Mr. Charles:  By asking, requesting the information from the Ministry of 

Finance?  

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  Well, no.  What would have to happen, you would have to 

do it through our parliamentary channel, through writing the particular Minister 

accordingly, and so on.   

Mr. Charles:  Yeah.  

Mr. Chairman:  You know the procedures.  Couva North, again?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.   

Mr. Chairman:  Sure. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.  And to the hon. Minister, going back to the 

same line Item 02, with respect to the buy local policy guidelines provided, other 

than having a member of NAMDEVCO sitting on the board, can you advise us 

how it is that this guideline or policy by the Ministry is actually enforced or 

executed, monitored?  Other than having a member sitting on the board, is there 

any other mechanism or measures in place that the Ministry of Education has in 



228 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 26: Ministry of Education (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

place to ensure that this support for the local agricultural industry is fulfilled and 

executed?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Mr. Deputy Chair, I would think that having an actual 

member of NAMDEVCO on the board would indicate how closely linked the two 

bodies are and therefore they would be ensuring that there is synergy.  And 

wherever that synergy can take place, NAMDEVCO and school feeding, they are 

there to ensure that the liaison is easy.  So that is the reason we put someone on the 

board.  It is not mandated by law, but that is the policy to put someone there to 

ensure that it is done and ensure that they can clear up, you know, if there are any 

challenges, and so on. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And the policy guidelines have been provided to the board from the 

Ministry of Education? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The policy is putting someone there to ensure that there 

is synergy.  The board of the NSDSL is mandated to work closely with 

NAMDEVCO to the point where somebody is on their board to ensure that they 

have uptake. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  Item 009: Other Transfers; Item 011: Transfers to State 

Enterprises, 182 and 183.  Hon.Members, we will now move on to the Draft 

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure of the Statutory Boards and Similar Bodies 

and of the Tobago House of Assembly.  We are at page 173 of the new book and 

we are at 01:- National Institute of Higher Education (Research, Science and 

Technology).  Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure; Item 001: General 

Administration, page 173.   
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5.30p.m.  

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed, Member for Tabaquite.   

Ms. Haynes:  Just a question of 01:  Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance.  We 

are seeing an increase of about $1.4 million here.  Is this the filling of vacancies in 

this instance?  

Mr. Chairman:  Madam Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It is catered for that, filling of vacancies, or if there is 

any increases in salaries, movements like that.   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Hon. Minister, can you identify the number of vacant positions 

under line Item 01? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  At this time, no.  I could provide it in writing though. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head 02:  Goods and Services; Item 001:  General 

Administration.  I recognize Tabaquite, Member.    

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 16:  Contract Employment.  Could the 

Minister let us know how many persons are currently on contract here?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I would have to provide that in writing, Mr. Deputy 

Chair.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Additionally, line Item 22:  Short-term Employment.  

How many persons would be engaged under short-term employment?  

Mr. Chairman:  It will be provided.  Couva North, up or down?   

Mr. Ratiram:  Up.  

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 
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Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.  Through you to the hon. Minister, line Item 04:  

Electricity.  Minister, can you identify if there is any outstanding arrears under this 

line Item? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will provide it in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head 04:  Current Transfers and Subsidies.  Item 007:  

Households, page 174.  12 - Board of Industrial Training.  Sub-Head 01:  

Personnel Expenditure, page 179.  Item 001:  General Administration.  13 - 

Trinidad and Tobago National Commission for UNESCO.  Sub-Head 01:  

Personnel Expenditure.   

We are now on page 184, Members.  Item 001:  General Administration.  Sub-

Head 02:  Goods and Services.  Item 001:  General Administration.   

I recognize you, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   

Mr. Chairman:  Page 184. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes, page 184.  To the hon. Minister, line Item 16.  We have 

$480,000 allocated in 2022, but this was not utilized, and a further $480,000 

allocated for 2023.  Minister, can you advise what this 2023 allocation of $480,000 

for line Item 16 is for?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I would have to get that from UNESCO, and I could 

provide that in writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Also with respect to line Item 13. 

Mr. Chairman:  Maintenance of Vehicles?  

Mr. Ratiram:  Maintenance of Vehicles.  Can you identify the number of vehicles 

operational, non-operational?  

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 
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Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That will be provided in writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  For line Item 62:  Promotions, Publicity and Printing.  Minister, 

there is an increase in this line Item of $106,000.  Can you explain the reason for 

this increase? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This will be requested from UNESCO and provided in 

writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  Provided, okay.  Sub-Head 03:  Minor Equipment Purchases.  

Item 001:  General Administration.  56 - College of Science, Technology and 

Applied Arts of Trinidad and Tobago.  Sub-Head 01:  Personnel Expenditure.  Item 

001:  General Administration, page 189.   

Hon. Member:  [Inaudible]  

Mr. Chairman:  Pardon, 187?   

Mr. Charles:  At page 187.  

Mr. Chairman:  No, I have not reached there as yet.  

Mr. Charles:  Okay, okay, all right.  

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head—go ahead, Personnel Expenditure, page 189, Item 

001:  General Administration. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  To the hon. Minister, line 

Item 06:  Remuneration to Board Members.  There is an increase of $54,000 there.  

Can the Minister explain what is the reason for this increase in this line Item? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister, are you with us, page 189.  Go ahead.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I am looking at the 2022 Estimates, and it is the same 

from 2022.  If there are vacancies on the board at all it may fall short, so that 

increase may be from a member or so not being appointed to the board, but I could 

confirm that.   
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Mr. Ratiram:  Can you advise on the number of persons on this board? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I will confirm and provide it in writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  And if there are any vacant positions also.  

Mr. Chairman:  Vacant positions will be provided? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Well, yes, I will provide the number of people on the 

board and if there are any vacancies.  

Mr. Ratiram:  For the full complement of the board.  Thank you very much, 

Minister. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head 02:  Goods and Services.  Item 001:  General 

Administration.   

Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you, Chair.  Line Item 16, to the hon. Minister, Contract 

Employment.  This line Item has an increase of $1.7 million.  Minister, can you 

provide an explanation for the increase? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It will be sourced from COSTAATT and provided in 

writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can you also advise us on the number of persons recruited under 

this line Item and the number of vacant positions that is existing under this line 

Item also?  

Mr. Chairman:  Ditto. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Certainly.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  Minister, line Item 23 with 

respect to Fees.  This line Item has an increase of $1.8 million in fees.  Can you 

provide an explanation as to why this significant increase in fees?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sourced, and provided in writing. 



233 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 26: Ministry of Education (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Mr. Chairman:  Will be provided. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, also for 2022, the Revised Estimate has $5.6 million was 

spent under this line Item.  Would you be able to provide with the details of what 

this 5.6 was used for and who were the payees that were paid out under this line 

Item?  

Mr. Chairman:  It will be provided. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Minister.  Moving on to line Item 66:  

Hosting of Conferences, Seminars and other Functions.  From the Revised 

Estimate in 2022 of $200,000, there is an increase of $800,000.  Can you tell us 

what conferences, seminars and functions we expect to see with the utilization of 

this $1 million in 2023?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I note that $1 million is provided as an overall figure, 

and $200,000 was used in 2022.  That was similar to what was used in 2021.  So I 

could source from COSTAATT what their plans are under this particular line Item 

and provide it in writing.  

Mr. Chairman:  It will be provided, Members. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Okay, thank you very much, Minister.  This same line Item, the 

Actual for 2021 was $155,000, for 2022 it was $200,000.  So it is a significant 

increase we are seeing here, but I will wait for the information as you provide it.   

Also with respect to line Item 62:  Promotions, Publicity and Printing, this line 

Item Actual in 2021 was $267,000, and 2022 Revised Estimate is 300,000.  

However, for 2023 it is $1 million, an increase of 700,000.  Can you provide us 

with an explanation for the increase?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Once again, it seems very much to be a global figure 

that is allocated and can be used.  The figures for 2021 Actual and 2022 Actual are 
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very similar to each other, but I will source the information and provide it in 

writing. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Minister. 

Mr. Chairman:  Do you have another one, Member. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Yes.  Line Item 28:  Other Contracted Services.  This line Item in 

2022, we have the Revised Estimate of $1.179 million.  Can you provide us with a 

breakdown of this line Item:  Other Contracted Services?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We will request it and provide it.  

Mr. Chairman:  To be provided. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Any reason or justification or explanation for the increase in this 

line Item of $393,000? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Is it the same thing I just said it would be requested and 

provided, that one?  

Mr. Ratiram:  The same line Item.  What I asked initially was for the 2022 

Revised Estimate, the utilization of the 1.179, which you said you would provide 

in writing for what was used in 2022.  However, in 2023 going forward, I 

recognize that there is an increase of $393,000 for this line Item.  Can you provide 

us with an explanation for the increase?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  But that is what I just said.  I will provide it in writing. 

Mr. Chairman:  She would be providing it—Minister assured it will be provided 

Member.   

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister—okay. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sub-Head 03:  Minor Equipment Purchases.  We are now on 

page 190.  Item 001:  General Administration.  Sub-Head 04:  Current Transfers 

and Subsidies.  Item 006:  Educational Institutions.  Item 007:  Households.   
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Hon. Members, we will now move on to the Draft Estimates of Development 

Programme, Consolidated Fund, Item 003: Economic Infrastructure, and we are 

now on page 63, new book.  Member for Tabaquite, and we are at Item 004:  

Social Infrastructure, and just before I bring you on, hon. Members, Item 004:  

Social Infrastructure, spans three pages. 

Ms. Haynes:  But we skipped 03, Financial Services on page 63, which is where it 

starts. 

Mr. Chairman:  Page 63? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes. 

Mr. Chairman:  All right, go ahead.  Proceed. 

Ms. Haynes:  I am just at line Item 001:  Support to Non-University Tertiary 

Education.  If we could just get—this is line Item—this is F:  Financial Services, 

line Item 001 on page 63, Support to Non-University Tertiary Education.   

We spent about $400,000, and the Revised Estimate, nothing is allocated for fiscal 

2023.  What institutions benefited from this support? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I am sorry?  

Ms. Haynes:  Page 63. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, but what is the question?  

Ms. Haynes:  Support to Non-University Tertiary Education.  What institutions 

benefited from this support, and given that there is no allocation—no estimate for 

2023, but we did spend $400,000 in the Revised Estimates for 2022?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This is funding that was provided by the UN, and it is 

NIHERST and ACTT that utilized funding under this line Item in 2022. 

Ms. Haynes:  So there is no additional funding from the UN going forward?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  No. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Okay, thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Item 004:  Social Infrastructure.  Hon. Members, Item 004:  

Social Infrastructure, spans three pages, therefore I will also announce the projects 

groups.  D.  Vocational and Technical, page 164.   

I recognize the Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  I will start with line Item 002: Sangre Grande HYPE 

Centre.  We had an estimated allocation for 2022 of $250,000, of which there is no 

revised estimate.  However, we are looking at allocating $3.8 million in fiscal 

2023.  So my question is, where are we with the Sangre Grande HYPE Centre, and 

how are we looking at spending this $3.8 million?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  For 2022, the funding was vired to other priority 

projects, and in 2023, the plans for the development of this new centre will 

proceed, and what is planned is the land acquisition and preliminary designs, with 

the funding that has been allocated. 

Ms. Haynes:  Is there an estimated date for completion for this project?    

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There probably would be, but at this point they are at 

the start, which would be the land acquisition.  So a lot would depend on that 

process. 

Ms. Haynes:  Looking at line Item 003, the Construction of the HYPE Admin at—

I assume it is at O’Meara Centre.  This we estimated $250,000, but revised that to 

about $610,000.  What is the scope of work with this construction, and where are 

we with this construction? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The proposed works will be a greenhouse construction, 

installation of a hydroponic and aquaponic system and a workshop bay.  Those are 

what is planned with the funding in 2023.   



237 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 26: Ministry of Education (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Ms. Haynes:  2023, sorry?  The $500,000?   

Mr. Chairman:  2023. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  Similarly, with the Tobago Technology Centre, we are 

estimating—  

Mr. Chairman:  004. 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, 004, Tobago Technology Centre.  The spend across the board 

has been about $200,000 in terms of our estimation and revised estimate, but we 

are looking at $1 million.  What are we using to account for the expansion here?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The plan in 2023 is to construct an automotive service 

bay, a parking lot, upgrade of workshops.  

5.45 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman:  G. Educational Services.  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  I am at line Item 004: National/Additional Scholarships 

based on Advanced Level Examinations.  We Estimated $180,000 in fiscal 2022— 

sorry, $180 million in fiscal 2022.  And this is coming from an Actual spend in 

2021 of about $200 million or over $200 million.  However, the Revised Estimate 

is $141 million thereabouts.  Can we account for that reduction in terms of the 

expenditure for fiscal 2022? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The number, Chair, the number of scholars under this 

line Item would be reducing in accordance with the Government’s policy to 

increase the bursaries and reduce the scholarships.  So you would have an Actual 

decrease in the expenditure under this line Item. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  So therefore, can we assume that the Estimate for fiscal 2023 

of $175 million is just a blanket figure and that will be revised downwards 

throughout the 2023 financial year?  
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Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  What also accounts for that spend will be the change in 

university fees, as well as the programmes that are being pursued by the scholars.  

So 175 is a reasonable Estimate but depending on how that goes, it can be revised 

either upwards or downwards as required.  

Ms. Haynes:  But the numbers would be—we are looking at a reduction in the 

numbers in terms of government policy moving to bursaries.  Correct?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes.  Increase in bursaries, decrease in scholarships.   

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  Line Item 005.   

Mr. Chairman:  We are still under G. 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes.  Yes.  It is Annual Scholarship and Technical Assistance 

Programme. The Estimate is $4 million but the Revised is $400,000.  Could you 

just account for the disparity between the Estimate and the Revised Estimate, as 

well as the Actual spend?  At 005: Annual Scholarship and Technical Assistance 

Programme.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  These are the funds that will be used to pay for the 

Cuban scholars.  I am unsure about that 2022 Estimate.  It seems very high 

compared to what is usually spent.  So it may be that that has to be checked.  But 

this is what is spent on the Cuban scholarship programme. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 006: Establishment of Undergraduate 

Scholarship Scheme for Students with Disabilities.  Now, there is an Estimate of 

$350,000 and there is no Revised Estimate.  Is it that there was no establishment of 

the Undergraduate Scholarship Scheme for Students with Disabilities?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This is a Vote that is used in collaboration with Ministry 

of Social Development and Family Services.  So based on any requests that come 

to us, this funding is assigned to deal with that.  So if no requests are received, then 
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you would have no expenditure under that Item. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  So the scholarship is something that has to be applied for.  

You have to put in an application to be able to access this scholarship?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It is a recommendation from Ministry of Social 

Development and Family Services. 

Ms. Haynes:  So that Ministry of Social Development and Family Services, 

therefore, from persons on their programme, how are they accounting for the—are 

you applying to Ministry of Social Development and Family Services?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The Ministry of Social Development and Family 

Services administers it.  I cannot speak to the administration of it but the funding is 

here to cater for any requests that come from Ministry of Social Development and 

Family Services. 

Ms. Haynes:  I see.  But in terms of the collaborative all-of-government approach 

that we hear about and we are looking at an undergraduate scholarship, so it is 

education initiative where students with disabilities are able to access this 

information.  Are they accessing it through Ministry of Social Development and 

Family Services? Are they accessing the information through educational 

institutions?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  As I said, Ministry of Social Development and Family 

Services administers.  So any information about the availability will come through 

the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services.  We have the funding 

and we would administer the funding based on their recommendation. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Right.  But we are interrogating the funding now and 

therefore— 

Mr. Chairman:  Chair, I do not know how else to answer.   
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Ms. Haynes:  No.  But this is in the interest of the public.  

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Right.  Now, let me hear you and then we will get the last 

comment from the Minister. 

Ms. Haynes:  This is in the interest of the public.  There may be students with 

disabilities who may be looking for scholarship information, et cetera.  Because we 

are only able to interrogate the Head of expenditure when it is before us which is 

now in the Ministry of Education, we cannot be saying to the public, well go and 

seek out the information from the Ministry of Social Development and Family 

Services.  That went already.  So if the expenditure is under the education Head 

therefore, the answers need to be under the education Head as well. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Chairman:  Point made.  Point made.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I completely disagree, Chair.  

Mr. Chairman:  And I will give the Minister the last comment.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I completely disagree.  There are other avenues if you 

want to find the information, there are other avenues available on the parliamentary 

agenda so you can do that.  But certainly I have answered the question here.  If a 

recommendation comes from the Ministry of Social Development and Family 

Services, this is where the funding resides.  And that is the answer to that question.  

It is administered by the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services. 

Mr. Chairman:  All right.  I will recognize the Member for Naparima now.  

Mr. Charles:  007, and I am just asking since this is in education, scholarships and 

bursaries previously arrears of scholarships, $25 million.  What does this mean? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Funding under which the bursary payments are made. 
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Mr. Charles:  And the previous arrears of scholarships means that what?  There 

were scholars who did not get money.  Or they got it late and therefore there is 

some assignment of this into that?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Public officers were on scholarship.  This would deal 

with their increments and on so, any arrears in their increments.  

Mr. Charles:  Okay. 

Mr. Chairman:  Right.  J. Science, Technology— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Can I?   

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, 

to the hon. Minister, line Item 04. Minister, this $141 million that was utilized in 

2022, can you tell us the number of students that benefited from this $141 million? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  698. 

Mr. Ratiram: And the number of scholarships that would be available for the 

2023 Estimate of $175 million? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  100. 

Mr. Ratiram: Minister, 698 utilizing $148 million, and 100 utilizing $175 million, 

can you explain that maths to me? It is that the scholarship that is being awarded in 

2023 is going to be almost six times more than what was allocated—what was 

given in 2022? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The Member misunderstands. There are 698 existing 

scholars at different stages of their study period. So that would have catered for all 

of that. What you asked me is how many in the next year, which would be 100. 

That would be added to the number of scholars that are there and of course you 

would have scholars that are coming off scholarships as well. So that number 
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would fluctuate. But if you are asking how many scholarships are being offered, 

100 per year.  

Mr. Ratiram: 100 new scholarships coming into this. So this $175 million will 

utilize what remained out of the 698 plus the 100 that is coming in.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much for that explanation.  

Mr. Chairman: Moving on, J. Science, Technology and Applied Arts, pages 64 to 

66. Tabaquite.  

Ms. Haynes: Yes. Line Item 005, Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and 

Forestry – Improvement of Facilities. How far along are we with this project and is 

there an estimated completion date for the improvement to the facilities of the 

Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture.  Line Item 005. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  In 2022 there were four projects outlined, three of them 

were completed.  One, which is the upgrade of the milking parlour that is still 

ongoing, and in fiscal 2023, there are four projects planned which will utilize the 

funding has been allocated here. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Naparima. 

Ms. Haynes:  I have another one but go ahead.  

Mr. Charles:  Item 025, Establishment of the Aviation Institute – UTT Camden 

Campus Phase 1 and 2.  I was under the impression that this was established some 

time ago.  The question I am asking is, was that deactivated and now established?  

Is this different from that?  And if so, what will be spent?  What could we hope in 

phase one and two for this $3.3 million? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The name of the line Item “establishment” is just a 

legacy thing.  Money has been spent on it already.  In 2022, they were dealing with 
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the hanger enclosure, three projects; the ground power unit and the retention for 

contracts previously awarded.  The one project was completely done.  The 

installation of the hanger enclosure, that is still ongoing and in 2023 that will be 

completed along with the procurement of a hydraulic power unit which should use 

up the allocation. 

Mr. Charles:  It is good, Chair, to hear this will be established.  How many 

students will benefit from this?  And what will they be trained in?  They will come 

out as mechanics, as pilots, as—help the population to understand. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There are no students under this programme at this time.  

What is being spent is to establish and to complete the establishment so that they 

can take in students.  

Mr. Charles:  And when do you expect it to start?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I can get those projections from the UTT. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 030:  Teach Me.  I know this is a continuing 

programme.  How many students benefited in 2022?  And how many persons stand 

to benefit in fiscal 2023 under this Teach Me programme? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There were a number of initiatives under this 

programme, science lessons, there was innovation competition and so on.  So I will 

have to get from NIHERST the exact numbers of persons involved at each of the 

initiatives.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services.  Hon. Members, 

Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services spans two pages therefore, I will also 

announce the project groups.  A. Administrative Services, page 67. Member for 
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Tabaquite. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  I am at line Item 042, Acquisition and Delivery of 

Laptops and Tablets.  We are estimating $20 million here for fiscal 2023.  How 

many devices?  And are these devices to students and teachers?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We have estimated about 7,000 devices.  Yes.  Students 

and teachers.   

Ms. Haynes:  A further 7,000.  And my assumption here is that what was spent in 

fiscal 2022 has been moved to the digital education programme?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes, it was.   

Ms. Haynes:  Right.  So I going down to line Item 044:  Digital Education 

Programme.  Right.  So in the digital education programme, $32 million would 

have been expended.  According to the documents before us, this would have been 

both tablets, Wi-Fi in schools, et cetera.  So my question therefore is, what is the 

$20 million under the Digital Education Programme set to accomplish in fiscal 

2023? 

Mr. Chairman:  Minister. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  This would be accommodation of projects.  One, would 

be the replacement of devices at schools, e-books platform, numeracy platform 

procurement and also the primary school wireless expansion and various items of 

software for the school and the management system. 

Ms. Haynes:  So therefore, line Item 042 is the hardware and line Item 044 deals 

with all the software to complete the programme. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Some software but there may also be some hardware as 

required under 044. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And similar to the exercise that was undertaken for 
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fiscal 22 where we got a breakdown of devices to schools, would we be able to get 

the breakdown of devices delivered to the schools under the digital education 

programme line Item 44, please.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  That happened this year?  

Ms. Haynes:  Yes.  So what we got— 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Sure.   

Ms. Haynes:—in Standing Finance was to the schools and the number of devices 

that went to students and teachers.  So it is to get similar breakdown. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  “Mm-hmm”. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  F. Public Buildings, pages 67 and 68.  Hon. Members, we will 

now move on to the Infrastructure Development Fund.  Item 004: Social 

Infrastructure on page 184.  Hon. Members, Item 004: Social Infrastructure spans 

four pages therefore, I will also announce the project groups.  A. Pre-Primary, page 

184.  I will accept Couva North first and then I will go to Tabaquite.  

6.00 p.m.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, line Item 01: Early 

Childhood Care and Education.  Minister, there is an allocation of a $5 million for 

2023, can you advise what this $5 million is for, which ECCE centres will benefit 

from it?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The work programme is yet to be settled but the priority 

schools that we have here are: the completion of Tulsi Manas ECCE, which is 

ongoing; the El Dorado ECCE; Sonny Ladoo, Carapo and the Maracas Bay ECCE. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Minister, you had previously given a commitment to that, the 

Waterloo ECCE Centre, which I had made representation to you, you would 
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embark upon works in 2023 fiscal term for the Waterloo.  Can you advise if this is 

the line Item where that will fall into the programme of works?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It would be. 

Mr. Ratiram:  For the completion of Waterloo?  Well, I am just making a plea to 

you once more that consideration be given for the completion of this Waterloo 

ECCE Centre. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I understand.  Noted.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  On that same line Item 001: Early Childhood Care and 

Education, there is no Revised Estimate for fiscal 2022.  How can we account for 

that?  Is it just a bookkeeping issue here? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Some of the funding would be required in this fiscal 

because invoices have to come in before the funds are expended.  So, some works 

that were expended under this line Item would not have been paid out just yet, and 

some of these funds would have been vired to another Item under the ECCE as 

well. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  And looking at line Item 002: Improvement/ 

Refurbishment/Extensions to ECCE Centres, can the Minister advise which 

schools, which of these ECCE Centres benefited from the $900,000, and who is set 

to benefit from the $5 million estimated in 2023?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We can provide.  The actual expenditure currently 

would have been about $3 million, so we can provide what centres were worked on 

in the last fiscal. 

Mr. Chairman:  B. Primary, pages 184 and 185. Member for Caroni East. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you.  Minister, line Item 394: Construction of Temporary 
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Pre-Engineered Classrooms.  My question is, would the students of the 

Longdenville Presbyterian School benefit from this allocation or any other 

allocation in the line Items in this section?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Longdenville Presbyterian is a decanted school.  Yeah? 

Dr. Seecheran:  Yes, Longdenville Presbyterian Primary School.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  At this point, we have three schools that we are catering 

for under this line Item.  It is Claxton Bay Junior, Brighton Anglican and Gaines 

Normal.  Those are the three at this point in time.  However, we recognize that 

there are many other schools that would require assistance in this regard, so the 

intention is to seek further funding under this line Item in the midterm and to go 

out with the first salvo for these three.  

Dr. Seecheran:  Well, Minister, as you know, the students at this school are 

temporarily housed in a community centre, so do you know at which point they 

could be relocated to a proper school structure?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  We would wish to do that in the shortest time frame 

possible, but these are also—the ones I called here and others are also decanted 

schools.  There are quite a number of decanted schools.  So, I do understand the 

situation and the urgency, so we are trying to deal with them bit by bit. 

Dr. Seecheran:  Thank you.  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 120: Improvement/Refurbishment/ 

Extensions to Primary Schools.  I am making an assumption here that this is the 

school repair programme, so schools that are ticketed or itemized for repairs would 

be under this line Item. So, there is a Revised Estimate of about $36 million in 

fiscal 2022, if we can get a breakdown of which schools benefited from this $39 

million?  And then the $50 million estimated, I know there are a number of school 
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repairs outstanding and so, in terms of the readiness and the priorities for school 

repairs, if we can get that itemized as well?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  You certainly would get what the spend was, it is more 

about $38 actually at this point in time. But in terms of the $50, that work 

programme is still being settled.  It would be the subject or a note to Cabinet and 

determinations will be made at that time, so I would not be able to provide that to 

you. 

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you, it is under the same— 

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed. 

Ms. Haynes:  And on behalf of my colleague from Oropouche East, line Item 434: 

Construction of the Ramai Trace SDMS Primary School, I noticed that some of 

these schools have been reactivated, including the Reform SDMS, however Ramai 

Trace remains unattended to, is there any estimation of when this may come on 

board?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Ramai Trace is actually in the phase two of the school 

construction completion and so we expect that in this fiscal funding would be 

provided to—loan funding to deal with Ramai Trace and some other schools. 

Ms. Haynes:  And for the Reform Hindu School, I see that they have spent $5 

million, is that there any estimated completion for this Reform Hindu School?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  It is 86 per cent completed and so we would expect that 

it should be able to be completed this fiscal.  However, the outstanding sums to be 

paid are significantly more than the $5 million, so we would do what we can with 

the $5 million and approach the Ministry of Finance as soon as possible to be able 

to get more funding.  

Mr. Chairman:  C. Secondary, pages 185 and 186.  Member for Tabaquite. 
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Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  A similar question under the line Item 331: 

Improvement/Refurbishment/Extensions to Secondary Schools.  And I raise this in 

the particular context of information coming about the Marabella Secondary 

School where the parents have raised concerns about the state of readiness, that 

physical school has been reopened as well as the incident at the school last week.  

So therefore, I see that there is $26 million in the Revised Estimate, so the question 

is which schools benefited there, and similarly a programme of works?  Because 

additionally if we could get a programme of works, it will assist all of us, all 41 of 

us, in terms transmitting information to constituents, concerned parents, teachers, 

et cetera. If we can work with the Ministry to get the information out there, which 

schools have been programmed for improvement or refurbishment in fiscal 2023. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I can provide what was spent.  It is actually about $36 

million as of now, so I can provide that.  But in terms of programme of works, that 

has to be settled, and it will be settled by the Cabinet, and further communication 

will be given to the national public on that, so I will not commit to giving you that. 

Ms. Haynes:  Okay.  

Mr. Chairman:  So, commitment with regard to— 

Ms. Haynes:  The past but no commitment with regard to the future. 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  I understand Members’ zeal to be able to interact that 

way and so, all efforts will be made to inform the national public of that. 

Mr. Chairman:  Sure.  We are moving on the E. Special Education, page 186.  

Member for Pointe-a-Pierre. 

Mr. Lee:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Madam Minister, line Item 501: Development of 

a School for Special Education at Pointe-a-Pierre, $1 million is budgeted for in 

2022, and I see no work has been done or anything, and $500,000 this year.  Could 
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you help me in that line Item to—I think it is very needed in that Pointe-a-Pierre, 

and I know you would agree, and if you could enlighten me what are the plans for 

this year with this $500,000?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Just to correct the Member, work has been done.  What 

has not happened is the invoices did not come in on time to be paid, so there would 

be no expenditure reflected here.  But work has been done, so there are 

commitments, and the final work is being done now.  It is about 90 per cent 

finished, so we expect that by the end of the month, latest, we should be able to 

complete the work that is required there so that this can be complete. 

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite, you are okay?  Fine.  

Ms. Haynes:  J. 

Mr. Chairman:  J.? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes.  

Mr. Chairman:  A follow-up? Okay, Pointe-a-Pierre.  

Mr. Lee:  Mr. Chairman, the line Item, the one below, 514: Repairs and 

Maintenance of Special Schools, $1.5 million is estimated for this year.  If you do 

not have it here you could provide us in writing, the list of those special schools 

that will be repaired and maintained in this coming fiscal.  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The work programme will be settled so I cannot commit 

to providing that now.  Having received the allocation, we will now settle the work 

programme.  Of course we have priorities, Wharton Patrick is one of the ones 

that—an expansion of that private school.  So certainly that would be one of the 

priorities that I could identify for you now that would be undertaken with this line 

Item.  

Mr. Lee:  Thank you so kindly.  
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Mr. Chairman:  J. Science, Technology and Applied Arts, page 186.  I will give 

Member for Tabaquite the last say. 

Hon. Members:  [Laughter]  

Ms. Haynes:  Thank you.  Line Item 041: UTT Main Campus Tamana E-Teck, we 

had $45 million estimated in fiscal 2022, there is no Revised Estimate, and so we 

are coming back with $40 million.  Is it that the project was stalled and we are 

hoping that it will get on the way, or is it a question of releases?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  There are legal issues that would have prevented the 

spend of this funding under this line Item, so this funding was actually redirected 

to school repair in 2022.  So, once these legal issues are sorted out then that $40 

million will be used to advance the work on this particular campus.  

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, Item 005, Multi-Sectoral and Other Services on 

page 187. 

Hon. Members, the question is that the sum of— 

Mr. Ratiram:  F. Public Buildings.  

Mr. Chairman:  Proceed, Couva North. 

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Chairman.  Chairman, I would like to refer 

the Minister’s attention to line Item 023: Upgrade of Rudranath Capildeo Learning 

Resource Centre Phase II which was allocated the $3 million in 2022. However 

none of this was utilized in the Revised Estimate, can you explain why?  

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  The work is actually ongoing and so we are now 

receiving invoices to be able to have expenditure, so that continues in this fiscal. 

And the works, general repairs to buildings, air conditioning, auditorium, library, 

publications unit, all of that is ongoing at this time. 

Mr. Ratiram:  So, this $3 million that is now allocated for 2023 will be sufficient 
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to take care of all those outstanding works? 

Hon. Dr. Gadsby-Dolly:  Yes.  

Mr. Ratiram:  Thank you very much, Madam Minister.  

Mr. Chairman:  Member for Tabaquite, you are okay? 

Ms. Haynes:  Yes, I am good. Thank you.  

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 26 ordered to stand part of the Schedule.  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, Madam Minister. Thank you to the Minister in the 

Ministry of Education, Madam PS and your senior technocrats. Do travel safely.  

Thank you.  

Head 23:  Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs.  

Mr. Chairman:  Attorney General, your staff is ready?  Okay. 

Hon. Armour SC:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay.  Thank you, hon. AG, for attending this Standing Finance 

Committee.  

Hon. Members:  [Inaudible] 

Mr. Chairman:  Okay, Members. 

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs, 

$345,276,200.   

Mr. Chairman:  I will now invite the Attorney General to make a brief opening 

statement not exceeding five minutes.  Hon. AG, proceed. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker.  Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, our Constitution gives— 

Hon. Member:  Mr. Chair. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Mr. Chair, thank you.  Our Constitution gives a very central 



253 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General  

& Ministry of Legal Affairs (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

role to the function of the constitutional Office of the Attorney General under 

section 75(2) and renders it as an indispensable member of the Cabinet along with 

the hon. Prime Minister.  And that constitutional commitment is to good 

governance, the rule of law and democracy with responsibility for the 

administration of legal affairs with respect to civil and criminal proceedings.  I am 

privileged to lead a team of public-spirited and dynamic members, and I am here 

today to account to the people of Trinidad and Tobago for the expenditure 

approved by way of the Minister of Finance’s address to this House, which I 

commend him for.  Thank you.  

Mr. Chairman:  Thank you, hon. AG. 

Question proposed: That Head 23 stand part of the Schedule.  

Mr. Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $345,276,200 for Head 23, Office of 

Attorney General Ministry and Ministry of Legal Affairs is comprised of moneys 

proposed for expenditure under the following Sub-Heads and Items to be found in 

the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure and the Draft Estimates of the 

Development Programme.  We will now proceed to consider the Draft Estimates of  

6.15 p.m.  

Members, we are in recurrent expenditure.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel 

Expenditure.  Item 001: General Administration, page 154.  Item 002: Law Reform 

Commission, pages 154 and 155.  Item 003: Equal Opportunity Commission, page 

155.  Item 005: Law Revision Commission, page 156.  Item 007: Intellectual 

Property Office; Item 009: Criminal Law Department, page 157; Item 010: 

Sentencing Commission.  Sub-Head 02:  Goods and Services, page 158.  Item 001: 

General Administration, pages 158to 159. I recognize the Member for 
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Barataria/San Juan. 

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chair, I am at line Item 23 

which deals with Fees.  And for the last fiscal year the Office of the Attorney 

General had expended $72 million in legal fees and they are now coming to ask in 

2023 for $30 million on legal fees.  Mr. Chair, can the Attorney General indicate 

whether or not he was a beneficiary of any of these fees for the period 2022.    

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes.  In answer to the question from the hon. Member, whilst I 

was in private practice I did work for the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

retained by the Office of the Attorney General and I do recall I was paid some fees. 

Mr. Hosein:  Can the Attorney General indicate how much fees he collected in the 

last fiscal year out of this $72 million?   

Hon. Armour SC:  I recall that that figure was put into the Parliament, this House, 

by my predecessor.  It is part of the record of this House already.  I do not have the 

figures to hand.  That is not the kind of thing I walk with.   

Mr. Hosein:  Mr. Chair— 

Hon. Armour SC:  But I am certainly prepared to provide it in writing. 

Mr. Hosein:  Mr. Chair, I have for the period June 2021 where the Attorney 

General would have collected $3.9 million in legal fees for the last fiscal year.  Can 

the Attorney General indicate whether or not any outstanding fees are owed to 

him? 

Hon. Armour SC:  There are no outstanding fees owed to me.   

Mr. Hosein:  Can the Attorney General also confirm whether or not any other 

parliamentarian is the beneficiary of any legal fees in the last fiscal year?   

Hon. Armour SC:  Can you repeat the question, please, I did not quite catch it.   
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Mr. Hosein:  Can the Attorney General indicate whether or not any other 

parliamentarian was a recipient of any legal fees, any elected Member in this 

House for the last fiscal year?   

Hon. Armour SC:  I suspect, my recollection would be Member Scotland, I may 

be wrong, but I am prepared to provide that in writing when I ascertain the records.   

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you. 

Mr. Chairman:  Hold on, hold on, Members.    

Mr. Hosein:  Mr. Chair, can the— 

Mr. Chairman:  The Attorney General is answering, so please.  Proceed.   

Hon. Armour SC:  I am quite prepared to provide that in writing when I check the 

records.   

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you.  Also, Mr. Chair, can the Attorney General tell us in the 

last fiscal year how much money was paid to the prosecution team for the 

collapsed prosecution of Mr. Ramlogan and Mr. Ramdeen.   

Mr. Chairman:  Again, you still on Fees? 

Mr. Hosein:  Yes.  And I am asking how much legal fees were paid in that 

collapsed prosecution of Mr. Ramlogan and Mr. Ramdeen.    

Hon. Armour SC:  Well, first I do not accept the terminology that you used of a 

“collapsed prosecution”, but as to the figure that may have been paid I would also 

have to check that and provide that in due course.   

Mr. Hosein:  And Attorney General, with a legitimate expectation that we have 

now that from your predecessor also that we are provided with a complete 

breakdown of all of the legal fees including the names of the attorneys and how 

much they were paid for the last fiscal year.  Can you give that undertaking to this 
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House that you will so provide?   

Hon. Armour SC:  Well, I will do my best as I have already said to provide you 

with a written record.  I do not accept what you referred to as a legitimate 

expectation, but I would certainly do my best as Attorney General of Trinidad and 

Tobago since the 16th of March, 2022.   

Mr. Hosein:  Well, we do expect to get the complete breakdown because in your 

opening statement you said that you are here to be very transparent to the taxpayers 

of Trinidad and Tobago and at the end of the day this is the money of the 

taxpayers. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Hosein:  So I do expect your response in writing.   

Mr. Chairman:  Chaguanas West.   

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Attorney General, in relation to the said 

line Item 23 with Fees, can you tell us how much fees if any were paid, and I am 

looking at the 2022 Revised Estimates in relation to the Miami proceedings where 

Trinidad and Tobago is the claimant against Birk Hillman Consultants and others.    

Hon. Armour SC:  I do not have those figures to hand and as you may recall hon. 

Member, in relation to that particular case I have recused myself from any 

involvement in it, and therefore I will have to make enquiries of those who now 

have conduct of it. 

[MRS. ANNISETTE-GEORGE in the Chair] 

Mr. Rambally:  Attorney General— 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, Member for Chaguanas West.  

Mr. Rambally:—yes, thank you, Madam Chair.  Attorney General, I know there is 



257 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General  

& Ministry of Legal Affairs (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

some confusion by Members of the Government as to whether you are recused or 

whether you have been disqualified by the court.  Between yourself and the hon. 

Prime Minister, it seems to be at variance.    

Madam Chairman:  I think we are on Fees. 

Mr. Rambally:  Sorry. 

Madam Chairman:  I think we are on Fees.  

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, line Item 23.   

Madam Chairman:  I do not think that is a relevant comment.  We are still bound 

by relevance—   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes.   

Madam Chairman:—in this exercise.  All right, so let us be relevant.   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, Madam Chair, I was simply responding to the last statement 

that I heard about the recusal.   

Madam Chairman:  And I keep saying everything that is tangential does not 

require development in this exercise.   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes.  Thank you, Madam Chair.   

Madam Chairman:  Let us get to it.   

Mr. Rambally:  Would the Attorney General let us know whether any fees have 

been paid in relation to that said matter of Trinidad and Tobago and Birk Hillman 

Consultants in the Miami proceedings now that there is an appeal that has been 

filed. 

Hon. Armour SC:  I think I said before, hon. Member, let me say first of all I do 

not accept your conjecture that there is any confusion on the part of the 

Government with respect to this matter.    
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Mr. Rambally:  Madam Chair, this is tangential, what is he building upon now?   

Hon. Armour SC:  May I, may I answer your question.   

Mr. Rambally:  Well, Madam Chair has to let you know that.   

Madam Chairman:  Member, one person here will conduct— 

Mr. Rambally:  Madam Chair, I am simply saying— 

Madam Chairman:  Member, Member, you are allowed to say something, it does 

not disappear even though I said something, it does not disappear.  All right.  The 

Attorney General now has my ear.  Let us conduct this in a very orderly manner 

and I want all Members to recognize if they have not seen, it is 6.22 p.m.  Attorney 

General.   

Hon. Armour SC:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Hon.Member, as I have already 

said that figure will be, those records will be provided by someone other than 

myself, by an accounting officer of the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal 

Affairs, will provide that which I have already given the undertaking to provide.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas West.   

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Attorney General, can you tell us in 

relation to the 2023 Estimates whether or not any consideration has been given 

with respect to yourself paying the legal fees owing to the fact that the ancillary 

proceedings now or the consequent proceedings that exist in the Miami Court is 

owing to your, according to your own language, your own misrepresentation in 

that court. 

Madam Chairman:  Member, what is the question, I am totally lost.  I do not 

know if to allow the question because I am lost.   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes.   
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Madam Chairman:  What is the question?   

Mr. Rambally:  The question is very simply, Madam Chair, whether any 

consideration was given in relation to the 2023 Estimates to the Attorney General 

himself paying those fees or whether it is going be covered here— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Rambally:—under 2023.  

Madam Chairman:  You mean whether the Attorney General personally, that is 

what you— 

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, that is correct.   

Madam Chairman:  I am not going to allow that question.  Do you have any other 

question?   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, please. 

Madam Chairman:  Please. 

Mr. Rambally:  How much fees if any have been paid to White & Case to 

continue the proceedings?   

Hon. Armour SC:  As I have said before hon. Member, and I think you meant to 

say, “how many fees” as opposed to “how much”.  But be that as it may, as I said 

before I have recused myself from this matter and such information as you require 

will be provided by the accounting officer of the Ministry.   

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you.   

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas West.   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, thank you, Madam Chair.  Attorney General, in relation to 

my questions today are you giving an undertaking that the accounting officer will 

answer these questions? 
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Hon. Armour SC:  What I have said very clearly hon. Member, I have recused 

myself from this matter, I have given the undertaking that those who are 

responsible for the conduct of this matter will do their best to provide the 

information that you seek and I expect that would be provided through the 

accounting officer of the Ministry.  I hope I have made myself clear. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, we are moving on. 

Mr. Rambally:  Madam Chair, one final question.  I know that the Attorney 

General saying that he expects it will be provided.  Can I just simply ask the 

Minister of Finance whether an undertaking can be given that the information be 

supplied to us?   

Madam Chairman:  Member, the word in this Committee, you do not need to say, 

“undertaking”.  Once a Member says it is going to be done, it is recorded here.  We 

have a committee of assurances and it goes to that and penalties are suffered.  So 

you do not need the word “undertaking”.  I know you come from a—you wear 

another hat and sometimes you use a certain kind of terminology.   

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, please.   

Madam Chairman:  I will understand.  But it has been said, I am here about three 

minutes and I have heard it at least three times.  Item 002: Law Reform 

Commission; Item 003: Equal Opportunity Commission; Item 005: Law Revision 

Commission; Item 007: Intellectual Property Office; Item 009: Criminal Law 

Department; Item 010: Sentencing Commission.   

Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment Purchases.  Item 001: General 

Administration.  We are at page 164.  Item 002: Law Reform Commission; Item 

003: Equal Opportunity Commission; Item 005: Law Revision Commission; Item 
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007: Intellectual Property Office; Item 009: Criminal Law Department; Item 010: 

Sentencing Commission.   

Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies.  We are at page 166.  Item 

005: Non-profit Institutions; Item 007: Households; Item 009: Other Transfers; 

Item 010: Other Transfers Abroad. 

Hon.Members, we will now move on to the Draft Estimates of Development 

Programme, Consolidated Fund, Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services.  We 

are at page 61.  A. Administrative Services; F. Public Buildings. Member for 

Oropouche East.  

Dr. Moonilal:  Ma’am, I can pose the questions now on public buildings?  Thank 

you very much.  Attorney General, just for some clarity on two matters to begin 

with.  At 012 and 013 could you first give us the status on works being done and 

the time schedule for accommodating the DPP’s Office in both north and south?   

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes, thank you very much, hon.Member.  The work being 

done on the north is to complete some security installations.  The work being done 

on south, and that is 013, that is the outfitting of Level 7 of the Gulf City Complex 

for the relocation of the south office and are to be used, funds to be used primarily 

to settle outstanding UDeCOTT bills.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much.  Could you indicate now or give an 

undertaking to provide to us in writing the amount of moneys expended so far on 

rental and related charges for both the north and the south offices of the DPP? 

Madam Chairman:  [Inaudible] 

Dr. Moonilal:  We are on the same two Items Ma’am, 012, 013.   

Hon. Armour SC:  So may I just ask you to clarify that, Member.  Are you 
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speaking in relation to 012 for—which office are you speaking— 

Dr. Moonilal:  Okay, let us take 013.  I think it is south, is it?  Yes.   

Hon. Armour SC:  That is correct.   

Dr. Moonilal:  The Ministry or the Government entered into a lease arrangement 

with the Gulf City Mall owners and so on.  I believe this was in and around 

February 2018 around there, I may be off a month or so.  Could you indicate to us 

how much has been paid in rental and charges since then to this day bearing in 

mind— 

Hon. Armour SC:  We can give you that— 

Madam Chairman:  Just a minute.  Member, again we just looking at the 

Estimates for this year.  I cannot allow you under this exercise to go back to 2018.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Could you then indicate for fiscal 2021/2022 and the projection for 

’23 the rentals for the south DPP office, rental and charges. 

Madam Chairman:  20— 

Dr. Moonilal:  2021 and the projection for 2023, which would be here but this $5 

million may not be rent alone, it could be other expenditure. 

6.30 p.m.  

Hon. Armour SC:  I am advised that the Item to which you are referring is not 

rent.  

Dr. Moonilal:  Is not ready? 

Hon. Armour SC:  Rent.  You are asking about rent.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Rental to the Gulf City Shopping Mall for the Office of the DPP.  

First of all let me ask the question: Is the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

paying rent at this moment?  A lease arrangement for that facility, for the office 
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space, are we paying rent?    

Hon. Armour SC:  The answer to that is yes, the Government is paying rent. 

Dr. Moonilal:  Good.  Could you now tell us for fiscal ʼ21 and ʼ22, and projected 

for ʼ23, how much rent this would be?  

Madam Chairman:  Is this the rent with respect to this building that is being 

outfitted here, or is it another building we are talking about?   

Dr. Moonilal:  Yes Ma’am— 

Madam Chairman:  This building here. 

Dr. Moonilal:—013. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay. 

Dr. Moonilal:  This $5 million may or may not be rent.  We are not sure what it 

will be used for.  That was my follow-up question. 

Hon. Armour SC:  I will provide that in writing. 

Dr. Moonilal:  You will provide that in writing? 

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Could you also undertake to provide the same question for the 

north office of the DPP, the one that you indicated a few moments ago had some 

concerns with security?  

Madam Chairman:  So, Minister of Finance maybe you could assist.  

Mr. Imbert:  Rent is Recurrent Expenditure.  It would not find its way into the 

Development Programme. 

Dr. Moonilal:  So the $5 million we project here, for example, for the south, what 

would this be?  Is it construction, outfitting— 

Mr. Imbert:  It will be outfitting work.  Refurbishment works as you are familiar 
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with, work stations, partitions— 

Dr. Moonilal:  Well, then, we thank the Attorney General for giving the 

undertaking earlier that you will provide the breakdown. 

Mr. Imbert:  I just want to make it clear that rent is recurrent.   

Dr. Moonilal:  Yes, thanks a lot. 

Mr. Imbert:  It cannot find its way— 

Dr. Moonilal:  Thank you very much. 

Mr. Imbert:—in the Development Programme.   

Dr. Moonilal:  So Attorney General, you will also provide it for the north, the 

same question, the information— 

Hon. Armour SC:  No, but that is not the Vote that you are on there. 

Dr. Moonilal:  I know it is not, but you gave a commitment already that—are you 

taking back your commitment? 

Hon. Armour SC:  I gave a commitment with respect to— 

Dr. Moonilal:  South. 

Hon. Armour SC:  013— 

Dr. Moonilal:  Are you prepared to give the commitment to 012? 

Hon. Armour SC:  But it has been pointed out correctly that the Vote that you are 

on has to do with recurrent expenditure—  

Dr. Moonilal:  Yeah, and we are very clear on that. 

Hon. Armour SC:—and they are not now on recurrent expenditure. 

Dr. Moonilal:  I understood the Minister of Finance very well.  I am asking you, 

you have given the commitment for 013, are you prepared to give the undertaking 

for 012, is it yes or no?  



265 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 23: Office of the Attorney General  

& Ministry of Legal Affairs (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Armour SC:  I am not extending my largesse. 

Dr. Moonilal:  That is fine.  That is good.  You are entitled to that. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 23 ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Attorney General.  Thank you, Minister.  Thank 

you, PS, and your supporting staff.  Head 04, Industrial Court. 

Head 04:  Industrial Court, $27,538,650.  

Madam Chairman:  I will now invite the Attorney General to make a brief 

opening statement not exceeding five minutes. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Madam Chairman, I have the privilege and the honour to be 

the line Minister for the Industrial Court of Trinidad and Tobago, a superior court 

of record which came into existence in 1965 and has made a pivotal and positive 

contribution to the economic stability of this country, and to the improvement of 

the lives of workers of this country.  The court is divided into the general and 

special jurisdictions as well as essential services division and exists to resolve 

labour disputes by way of adjudication and conciliation, and I am pleased to 

answer any questions that might arise. 

Question proposed: That Head 04 stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $27,538,650 for Head 04: 

Industrial Court, is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the 

following Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent 

Expenditure and the Draft Estimates of Development Programme.  We shall now 

consider the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.   

We are at page 17.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel Expenditure.  Item 001: General 
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Administration.  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services.  Item 001: General 

Administration; Item 002: South Office; Item 003:  Tobago.  Sub-Head 03: Minor 

Equipment Purchases.  Item 001: General Administration.  Sub-Head 04: Current 

Transfers and Subsidies.  Item 007: Households. 

Hon. Members, we are now on to the Draft Estimates of Development 

Programme - Consolidated Fund.  Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services.  

Question put and agreed to.  

Head 04 ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Attorney General.  Thank you, Registrar.   

Head 03: Judiciary, $571,351,400. 

Madam Chairman:  I will now invite the Attorney General to make a brief 

opening statement not exceeding five minutes.  Attorney General. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Thank you very much, Madam Chairman.  As in the case of 

the Industrial Court, I have the privilege as the line Minister to be the conduit 

through which the Judiciary comes before this honourable House to account for 

and justify its request for financing of the public service that it renders to the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago.  The core business of the Judiciary is the 

resolution of disputes in accordance with the laws of Trinidad and Tobago, and in 

seeking to fulfil its mission the Judiciary works towards the resolution of conflict 

in the society by resolving conflicts which arise out of the operation of laws and 

involve the application of remedies and the punishment of offenders.  It adjudicates 

in different areas, criminal matters, civil matters, family matters, children matters, 

probate including estate and administration, coroner’s inquest, and traffic matters, 

and provides a superior quality of service consistent with being a superior court of 

record to the people of this country.  Thank you very much.  
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Question proposed: That Head 03 stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $571,351,400 for Head 03, 

Judiciary, is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the following 

Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure 

and the Draft Estimates of the Development Programme.  We shall now proceed to 

consider the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.  Sub-Head 01: Personnel 

Expenditure.  Item 001: Judiciary, Trinidad.  Member for Barataria/San Juan.  

Mr. Hosein:  Thank you very much.  Attorney General, you can guide me here.  I 

am looking at 01 and also at 23.  They both deal with salaries.  Can you just give 

me the distinction between those categories of staff who would be paid under 23 as 

opposed to 01?  

Hon. Armour SC:  Can you just repeat that question for me please, hon. Member, 

so I can follow you?  

Mr. Hosein:  Sure.  If you look at 01 it deals with Salaries and Cost of Living 

Allowance— 

Hon. Armour SC:  Correct. 

Mr. Hosein:—and then when you look at 23 it also deals with Salaries - Direct 

Charges.  Can you just give me the distinction between the both categories of 

employees under these separate line Items?  

Hon. Armour SC:  01, Salaries and Cost of Living Allowance are the public 

officers; and 23, Salaries - Direct Charges are charges for the judges against the 

Consolidated Fund. 

Mr. Hosein:  Sure.  Okay.  Well, then I will ask my question on 01.  Can you 

indicate to us, AG—the Chief Justice has made some complaints regarding the 

availability of CAT Reporters and that was slowing down some of the criminal 
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matters in the criminal justice system.  Do you have an indication of how many 

CAT Reporters we have and how many vacancies are there?  

Hon. Armour SC:  If you just give me one minute, please? 

Mr. Hosein:  Sure. 

Hon. Armour SC:  That information can be provided in writing.   

Mr. Hosein:  In writing? 

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes.  

Mr. Hosein:  Okay.  And generally can tell us how many positions are filled 

within the establishment in the Judiciary as compared to those that are vacant?  

Hon. Armour SC:  At the moment filled positions 815, vacant 344. 

Mr. Hosein:  3-4-4?  

Hon. Armour SC:  3-4-4 vacant.  

Mr. Hosein:  Is there any programme or any recruitment exercise going to be 

undertaken by the Judiciary in the next fiscal year to try to fill that large number of 

vacancies?  

Hon. Armour SC:  That is a Judicial and Legal Service Commission exercise as 

well as Public Service Commission exercise. 

Mr. Hosein:  Sure. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, Member for Chaguanas West.  

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I am looking at line 

Item 43, Security Services.  Attorney General, line Item 43, this is page 13.  When 

I look at that I am seeing an increase.  So the estimate for 2023 is $80 million.  

Madam Chairman:  Just now, you have reached page 13?  

Mr. Rambally:  Yes. 

Madam Chairman:  So we have not got there as yet.  So I will call you when we 
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reach there.  Right? 

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 002: Judiciary Tobago.  Sub-Head 02: Goods and 

Services.  Item 001: Judiciary Trinidad.  Are you in Judiciary Trinidad?  Because 

that goes to page 13, Judiciary Trinidad. 

Mr. Rambally:  Yes, please. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, Member Chaguanas West.  

Mr. Rambally:  So Attorney General I return to page 13 and it is line Item 43, and 

what I see estimated for 2012 is the sum of $80 million.  I would appreciate if you 

could give us some details.  There is an increase of $66 million here in relation to 

Security Services. 

Hon. Armour SC:  I am told that a significant part of that is to pay arrears.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Chaguanas West. 

Mr. Rambally:  Attorney General, we would have seen for 2023 Estimate—so I 

am looking at the 2021 Actual which is $40 million roughly, and 2022 Estimates 

45, the Revised Estimates for 2022 would have been $14 million, are you able to 

tell what period of arrears we are talking about?  

Hon. Armour SC:  Eight months of arrears. 

Mr. Rambally:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Item 002: Judiciary Tobago.  Sub-Head 03: Minor 

Equipment Purchases.  Item 001: Judiciary Trinidad.  Sub-Head 04: Current 

Transfers and Subsidies.  Item 002: Commonwealth Bodies; Item 007: 

Households; Item 009: Other Transfers; Item 011 Transfers to State Enterprises.  

Hon Members, we will now move to the Draft Estimates of the Development 

Programme - Consolidated Fund.  Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services. 
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6.45 p.m. 

Hon Members, we will now move on to the Infrastructure Development 

Fund.  Item 005, Multi-Sectoral and Other Services.  This is on page 171.  Sorry, 

Member for Siparia. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you very much, Madam.  With respect to 

005/06/A., this project for the Development of Judiciary Information Systems, can 

I ask please what stage is this project currently at and what is the estimated 

completion date?  

Madam Chairman:  Just now.  Member for Siparia, just tell me what page you 

are on please?  Are you on Infrastructure Development Fund which is on page 

171?  

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Yes, ma’am.  Multi-Sectoral and Other Services. 

Madam Chairman:  Yes, so, 005, 06— 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  06, Development of Judiciary Information Systems.  

Page 4, 001. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, so we are not on page 171, we are not on 

Infrastructure Development Fund.  We are on Development Programme. That is 

where you are.   

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Yes, Ma’am.   

Madam Chairman:  Yes, AG, you are there with us? 

Hon. Armour SC:  Well, I found the section— [Inaudible]. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  What stage is this project currently at in development 

and what is the estimated completion date?   

Hon. Armour SC:  What is the line item you are on?  

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Page 4, 001 under the DP. Development of Judiciary 
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Information Systems.  

Hon. Armour SC:  I am told that it is a two-year development site. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Well, when does it begin and when will it end?  The 

two years. 

Hon. Armour SC:  It is in progress but it is a cycle— 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I am asking what stage of the project it is in.  If it is a 

two-year cycle, what stage is it? Year one, year two?  

Hon. Armour SC:  So I am told that a new improvement cycle has just begun.  It 

would ordinarily run over a two-year period, it involves IT improvement and that 

is allowed to run for a while and then it would be upgraded again as the two years 

roll over.   

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  So we begin another two-year?  Is this it? 

Hon. Armour SC:  We are at the beginning of two-year programme now. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you.  What improvements can we expect from 

this $2 million increase?  

Hon. Armour SC:  Well, it is IT improvement generally and I think that you from 

your former days of practice would appreciate that the court system, the Supreme 

Court of Judicature is developing and is dedicated to quite a consistent layout of 

virtual hearings that allow access of the citizenry of this country across the nation, 

the twin island nation by way of virtual hearings, so that is part of the service that 

the IT improvement is committed to. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you, Member. 

Madam Chairman:  Okay, so⸻ 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Can I ask? 

Madam Chairman:  Yes.  You are still under DP?   
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Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  On the same page 005, Family Court - Institutional 

Strengthening.  What does this project entail and how far along has it reached?  

Hon. Armour SC:  This has to do with the general upgrade of the Family Court, 

the roll out of the family court upgrade and reconfiguration of court rooms and 

hearing rooms, court mediation, capacity-building and general ICT infrastructure 

upgrade. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  What further works would you undertake in fiscal 

2023 with the increase in the allocation here?  

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes, the Judiciary is expanding the Family Court in the north 

and expanding in Arima. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you.  Thank you, Madam.  

Madam Chairman:  All right.  So hon. Members, we will now move on to 

Infrastructure Development Fund, Item 005, Multi-Sectoral and Other Services and 

this is at page 171.  Siparia. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you, Madam.  06; Public Buildings; 001, 

Restoration of the San Fernando Supreme Court Building. What is the status of this 

project as at 30 September, 2022?  

Hon. Armour SC:  With respect to the San Fernando Supreme Court, tenders have 

been issued, proposals have been received for architectural roofs and facade leaks, 

MEP and ICT upgrade works and the Judiciary intends to approach Cabinet for the 

approval for the cost of $12 million, almost double the estimated cost to award the 

contract, estimated duration one year. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  And when is it expected to start?  

Hon. Armour SC:  Well, first, the Cabinet approval has to be obtained before it 

starts, so that will follow on after the application has been made to Cabinet and 
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approved. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you.  Yes, Ma’am.  003, Upgrade, 

Refurbishment and Renovation of the Port of Spain Magistrates’ Court building. 

Again, what is the status of the project as at 30 September, 2022, taking into 

account that no money seems to have been expended from this book in fiscal 

2022?   

Hon. Armour SC:  Yes, the commitment of the Judiciary is to mechanical, 

electrical and plumbing, that is the acronym MEP.  Those works have started and 

are to be completed by the end of the first quarter of 2023.  Civil works, roofing, 

building frame and facade, leaks and painting to be tendered and completed by the 

end of the third quarter of 2023. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you, Member.  005, Madam Chairman, 

Outfitting Tower D International Waterfront to accommodate the relocation of the 

Civil High Court, Port of Spain and the Civil Division of the Court of Appeal.  I 

see that moneys are now allocated.  In 2022, there was a Revised Estimate of $6 

million.  Can you tell us what is the status of this relocation at the Tower D 

infrastructure?   

Hon. Armour SC:  The civil courts have now relocated to Tower D and what is 

being completed are finishing works, post-occupation and funding through two 

loans and an IDF allocation. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you, Member.   

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 03 ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Ministers.  Thank you to the Deputy Court 

Executive Administrator and the other representatives of the Judiciary. 
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Head 75:  Equal Opportunity Tribunal, $6,802,900. 

Madam Chairman:  I will now invite the Attorney General to make a brief 

opening statement not exceeding five minutes. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Thank you very much, Madam Chairman.  The Equal 

Opportunity Tribunal for whom I carry line responsibility is a specialist anti-

discrimination court and perhaps the only one existing in the English-speaking 

Caribbean.  The underpinning philosophy of the tribunal lies in the national 

aspiration to unshackle its demons of human servitude and colonialism that started 

this country along its path.  The legislative mandate of the tribunal is imperative to 

national development and contemporary human rights standards.  And I have the 

pleasure and the privilege to be here to speak to the financial projections of the 

Minister of Finance for its allocation this year. 

Question proposed: That Head 75 stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $6,802,900 for Head 75, Equal 

Opportunity Tribunal is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the 

following Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent 

Expenditure and the Draft Estimates of the Development Programme.  We shall 

now consider the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.  Sub-Head 01: 

Personnel Expenditure.  Item 001: General Administration.  Sub-Head 02: Goods 

and Services.  Item 001: General Administration.  Sub-Head 03: Minor Equipment 

Purchases.  Item 001: General Administration.  Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers 

and Subsidies.  Item 007: Households. 

Hon. Members, we will now move to the Draft Estimates of the 

Development Programme, Consolidated Fund.  Item 005, Multi-Sectoral and Other 

Services.  We are on page 134.   
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Hon. Members, we will now move on to the Infrastructure Development Fund, 

Item 005: Multi-Sectoral and Other Services.  This is on page 226. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 75 ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Ministers, thank you, Registrar and the members 

of your team. 

Hon. Armour SC:  Thank you very much, Madam Chairman.  May I say thank 

you to the Minister in the Office of the Attorney General. 

Head 05: Parliament, $144,882,580. 

Madam Chairman:  I will now invite the Minister of Finance to make a brief 

opening statement now exceeding five minutes.   

Hon. Imbert:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  The Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago 

is the legislative branch of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.  It is 

bicameral.  It is composed of the House of Representatives which is composed of 

the Speaker in addition to 41 elected Members, and the Senate which has 31 

Members appointed by the President, 16 Government, six Opposition and nine 

Independent Senators appointed by the President to represent civil society. 

Question proposed: That Head 05 stand part of the Schedule. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, the sum of $144,882,580 for Head 05 

Parliament is comprised of moneys proposed for expenditure under the following 

Sub-Heads and Items to be found in the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure 

and the Draft Estimates of the Development Programme.  We shall now consider 

the Draft Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.  We are at page 22.  Sub-Head 01: 

Personnel Expenditure.  Item 001: General Administration.  Item 002: Office of the 

Ombudsman.  Sub-Head 02: Goods and Services.  Item 001: General 
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Administration.  Item 002: Office of the Ombudsman.  Sub-Head 03: Minor 

Equipment Purchases.  Item 001: General Administration.  Item 002: Office of the 

Ombudsman.   

7.00 p.m. 

Sub-Head 04: Current Transfers and Subsidies. Item 002: Commonwealth 

Bodies; Item 004: International Bodies; Item 007: Households.  Member for 

Pointe-a-Pierre.  We are at page 27.  

Mr. Lee:  Correct.  Thank you, Madam Chairman.  Minister, line Item 40: 

Gratuities to Contract Officers a decrease of $4 million.  Could the Minister just 

explain?  Because 2023, estimated 4.9.  In 2022, you had paid out $8.9 million.  Is 

there a reason for a decrease in the allocation for contract officers?  

Hon. Imbert:  The payment of gratuities follows a cycle.  As persons’ contracts 

come to an end and the terms of their contracts are settled by the CPO, then 

gratuities can be paid.  So, it is all dependent on how quickly the CPO works and 

how quickly the contracts can be drafted and executed.  So, it is not static.  It is 

dynamic.  So, from time to time, they will require supplementary funding if that 

exercise is completed earlier than anticipated.  So, this Vote would be 

supplemented if necessary.   

If you look at the 2022 original Estimates, it was 4.75.  But they were able to 

get a lot of work done in 2022 to settle contracts.  Okay? 

Mr. Lee:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Just to seek clarification on the line Item and 

it might not be here.  Gratuities for Members of Parliament, is this in this line 

Item?  

Hon. Imbert:  [Inaudible]—sorry, my apologies.  

Mr. Lee:  Just a further follow up.   



277 

Appropriation (Financial Year 2023) 2022.10.11 

Bill, 2022 

Head 05: Parliament (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Imbert:  There are no gratuities due in fiscal 2023, or ’22 for that matter, for 

Parliamentarians.  The last time I checked, as far as I could recall, I was getting a 

running update on the payment of gratuities to Members of both Houses.  The last 

time I checked, I do not thinkthere were any outstanding gratuities from the last 

term.  

Madam Chairman:  Member for Siparia. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Whilst every Member, from what you are saying, has 

got their gratuity, I have not received my gratuity.  

Hon. Imbert:  I will look into that.  But I think, from what I was told, I mean, this 

has nothing to do with the Government, I think it is a matter of interpretation.  This 

is the feedback I received from the Parliament because I was made aware of this 

situation.  And I believe it is a matter of interpretation on the part of the 

Parliament.  Because they are the ones who process and pay the gratuity.  

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  I do not think that is the position, that it is the 

Parliament that processes.  But we can follow it up.  We can probably send you a 

pre-action letter.  

Hon. Imbert:  Member, this is the information I have.  But if you have different 

information, I would be most willing to assist.  Okay?  So, perhaps, you could 

communicate with finance directly and let me see if I can get a proper written 

explanation for this situation.   

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Certainly because— 

Hon. Imbert:  I was made aware of it. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you, Minister. Because it is passing strange 

that every Member, you are telling us, has received and that is definitely not true.  

So, we would look into it. 
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Hon. Imbert:  Accepted.  I know there is a problem.  I was told by the Parliament, 

by the Clerk, that it is a matter of interpretation, in terms of the continuation of the 

position of Leader of the Opposition.  This is what I was told, and there is a legal 

interpretation.  But I would be most willing to assist.  So, perhaps, you could just 

liaise with me directly and I will see if I can get it in writing for you.  Okay? 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you for your kind intervention. 

Hon. Imbert:  It is not coming from finance.  All right? 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC:  Thank you. 

Madam Chairman:  Hon. Members, we will not move on to the Draft Estimates 

of the Development Programme, Consolidated Fund, Item 005:  Multi-Sectoral and 

Other Services on page9. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Head 05 ordered to stand part of the Bill.  

Madam Chairman:  Thank you, Minister.  Thank you, Mr. Clerk.  Thank you to 

all the supporting officers from the Parliament. 

Hon. Members, the question is that the sum of $48,543,241,359 be approved 

as a grand total. 

Question put and agreed to.   

Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.  

Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Question put and agreed to: That the Bill be reported to the House.  

House resumed.  

Madam Speaker:  Minister of Finance.  

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert):  Thank you very much, Madam

Speaker.    
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Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. C. Imbert: I wish to report that a Bill entitled an Act to provide for the 

service of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year ending on the 30th day of 

September, 2023, was considered in Standing Finance Committee and passed 

without amendments.  I now beg to move that it be read a third time and passed. 

Bill reported, without amendment.   

Question put: That the Bill be now read a third time.  

Mr. Lee:  Division. 

The House divided:   Ayes   Noes 

AYES 

Imbert, Hon. C. 

Rowley, Hon. Dr. K.  

Robinson-Regis, Hon. C.   

Hinds, Hon. F.   

Deyalsingh, Hon. T.  

Al-Rawi, Hon. F.  

Beckles, Hon. P. 

Webster-Roy. Hon. A. 

Cudjoe, Hon. S.  

Gadsby-Dolly, Hon. Dr. N.  

Gonzales, Hon. M.  

Mc Clashie, Hon. S.  

Cummings, Hon. F.  

de Nobriga, Hon. S.  

Leonce, Hon. A.   

Manning, Hon. B. 
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Morris-Julian, Hon. L. 

Scotland, K. 

Forde, E.  

Richard, K. 

Munroe, R. 

NOES 

Lee, D. 

Persad-Bissessar, Mrs. K. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar SC: No to property tax and fuel prices.  

Division continued 

Charles, R. 

Ameen, Ms. K. 

Indarsingh, R. 

Padarath, B. 

Moonilal, Dr. R. 

Hosein, S. 

Paray, R.  

Benjamin, M. 

Rambally, D. 

Bodoe, Dr. L. 

Ram, A. 

Ragbir, Dr. R. 

Mohit, Ms. V. 

Tancoo, D. 

Haynes, Ms. A. 

Ratiram, R. 
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Seecheran, Dr. R.  

Madam Speaker:  Hon. Members, on a division with 21 Members voting for, 19 

Members voting against and no abstentions, the Motion for the third reading of the 

Bill is passed. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.  

Madam Speaker:  Hon. Members, we will now revert to an earlier item of 

business. 

PAPER LAID 

Notification of Her Excellency, the President, in respect of the nomination of 

Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher, for appointment to act in the Office of 

Commissioner of Police.  [Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Esmond Forde)]   

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

(Nomination of) 

The Prime Minister (Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley):  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, I beg to move the following Motion standing in my name:   

Whereas section 123(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago (“the Constitution”) provides that the Police Service 

Commission shall have the power to appoint persons to hold or act in the 

office of Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner of Police;  

And whereas section 123(3) of the Constitution provides that the Police 

Service Commission shall submit to the President a list of the names of the 

persons nominated for appointment to the office of Commissioner or Deputy 

Commissioner of Police;  

And whereas section 123(4) of the Constitution provides that the President 
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shall issue a Notification in respect of each person nominated under 

subsection (3) and the Notification shall be subject to affirmative resolution 

of the House of Representatives;  

And whereas the Police Service Commission has submitted to the President 

the name Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher, Assistant Commissioner of 

Police, acting Deputy Commissioner of Police, as the person nominated to 

act in the office of Commissioner of Police in the absence of Mr.Mc Donald 

Jacob, Acting Commissioner of Police, who will be out of the country from 

16th October, 2022 to 22nd October, 2022;  

And whereas the President has on the 6th day of October, 2022 issued a 

Notification in respect of the nomination;  

And whereas it is expedient to approve the Notification:   

Be it resolved that the Notification of the President of the nomination by the 

Police Service Commission of Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher to act in the 

office of Commissioner of Police be approved.   

Madam Speaker, it falls to me to advise this House so that my colleagues 

would be familiar with the suitability of this officer, who is a career police officer, 

and I think I should put on record her long and distinguished career— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:—and the investment and training made in her development 

by the police service on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. 

I go back, Madam Speaker, not to her first instance as a police officer but 

back to 2007, when Mrs. Christopher was trained in the National Police 

Improvement Agency, the Special Anti-Crime Unit of Trinidad and Tobago.  This 

commander’s leadership and management programme focused on developing skills 

in management and managing change and conflict management.  The following 
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year in 2008, Officer Christopher attended the Jamaica Constabulary Staff College, 

where she completed Police Management Studies and the junior commander 

programme. 

In 2008, she was exposed to the Caribbean Regional Drug Law Enforcement 

Training Centre in Jamaica, where she enjoyed and experienced further training.  

She continued to be an officer of great promise and skills in developing herself and 

the departments that she worked in. 

By 2015, she attended the Academy for Defense Intelligence in Washington, 

D.C., and did the fellows programme there, the Intelligence Fellows Programme.  

That same year, 2015, she attended the programme at DynCorp International 

Washington, D.C., which was focused on advanced national security training, with 

emphasis on counterterrorism measures, surveillance and rapport building and 

negotiations.  In 2015, she attended the Administrative Staff College of India.  This 

programme she was exposed to delivered training in general management for 

senior executives.   

In 2016, Officer Christopher experienced training at the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, Quantico, Virginia, a programme for executive leadership, training 

in psychology for leadership, investigative strategies for violent crime and critical 

incident leadership and hostage negotiation.  In 2016, she was trained further at 

Crestcom in management, a programme that delivered leadership and management 

training to deliver skills, particularly in the areas of change management, 

motivation and performance management. 

In 2017, she attended the International Visitor Leadership Programme in 

Washington and New York, and this programme focused on crisis management 

and general national security. 

In 2018, she attended the Federal Bureau of Investigation retainers 
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programme in Panama, where this training focused on leadership and the 

investigation of police corruption, and provided a unique opportunity to learn 

investigative tactics and techniques of crime prevention, crime detection and the 

gathering and preservation of evidence.   

In 2019, Madam Speaker, in concluding the résumé of her training 

programmes, she attended the International Law Enforcement Academy at 

Roswell, a programme for training that was very instructive in being able to 

communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, and to maintain effective 

working relationships through communication with the other employees and 

members of the public. 

Madam Speaker, with respect to certification, Officer Christopher, 1985 to 

’87, attained the Accounting Technician Diploma.  In 1993 to 1995, she studied at 

the University of the West Indies in St. Augustine and was certified with a 

certificate in Public Administration.  In 2002, she was certified with an Associate 

Degree in Information Technology from the College of Science and Technology 

and Applied Arts.  In 2009, having attended the University of the West Indies, St. 

Augustine, she graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Public Sector 

Management.  In 2016, Officer Christopher graduated from the University of 

Cambridge with a Master’s Degree in Applied Criminology and Police 

Management.  And in 2019/2021, she is a candidate at the University of the West 

Indies where she studied for her Master’s Degree in Strategic Leadership and 

Management.   

Madam Speaker, throughout all of this training and certification, Officer 

Christopher remained an active police officer in a variety of postings in Trinidad 

and Tobago’s Police Service.  And today it is the view of the Police Service 

Commission, which has the responsibility for doing the checks, identifying the best 
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officer in the programme and available for service, to recommend to the President 

that this officer be given the responsibility for managing the police service during 

the specific period as outlined in this document I have just presented to my 

colleagues in this House.  

I just want to point out something to our colleagues, eh.  It was discovered 

during the period, I think it was last year, during the period of Police Service 

Commission disturbance, where certain appointments were made and a lot was 

said and done.  But one thing that came out in there is that while the Police Service 

Commission was deemed, up to that period of difficulty, to be the agency that 

could have appointed people to act in the positions in the police service, in this 

capacity and for these short terms, it turned out, given the period of lawyering that 

took place, that a piece of advice that we got for national importance to rectify the 

situation was that even if a person is required to act for one day in the police 

service, that acting has to be done in the way that I have just described, but the 

Parliament has to be involved.  That is something we learnt last year in that period 

of difficulty; that the parliamentary approval is required. 

And that is why today, the Parliament is required to act on the Notification 

of the President, if only to have this officer hold the post for a few days while the 

substantive Acting Commissioner, or should I change that to the person who 

normally acts as Commissioner, because there is no permanent appointment made 

in that post at this time, that that requires the Cabinet approval.  

I want Members to understand that if it was for only one day, the current law 

requires that this process be gone into.  And, of course, one would ask:  Suppose 

the Parliament was not meeting today, and suppose it was Christmas Eve day 

whether the Parliament would be called out in short notice to give parliamentary 

approval for such short period?  Or, do we want to consider, as I think the 
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Government would want to bring to this House in the very near future, some kind 

of adjustment to the law that demands that this be a requirement in this way, and 

that no short-term appointment could be made? 

Clearly, Madam Speaker, from a practical standpoint, I think it should be 

useful for the Commission to be able to make a short-term appointment, and not 

having to have the Parliament come out in crisis to appoint somebody for a day or 

two because, frequently the Commissioner is required to leave the country on 

police business or on Government business.  And it means on every occasion, if it 

is only for one day, the Parliament has to be moved.  And if, in an emergency, the 

Commissioner has to leave the country and the Parliament is not, by logistical 

arrangement, able to do this, the question is: What happens then?  Madam Speaker, 

all that is going to happen is that there would not be a Commissioner in the office 

on the day or two that is required, or even the week.   

But the Police Service Commission has Deputy Commissioners and senior 

officers by rank, with braid, who can most certainly hold the fort for a day or two 

while the Commissioner is out.  But the law does not permit it; an appointment.  

And therefore, if it is not done, one does not go and reverse the clock of the day to 

go and do it sometime after.  So, what we are really saying, we need to make a 

sensible amendment to allow the Commission to make short-term appointments.  

Hon. Members: [Desk thumping]  

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: And I am putting my colleagues on notice that I will discuss 

this with the Attorney General and we will bring to this Parliament the requisite 

amendment asking the Parliament to allow the Commission, by amendment to the 

present arrangement, to allow the Commission to make these short-term 

appointments and limit it to short-term appointments. 

And I want, having said that, to point out that we are not today appointing an 
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Acting Commissioner for any period other than the days mentioned here in this 

notice.  And, of course, if the Commissioner is the delayed or he misses his flight, 

then we get to, exactly what I have just said, the Commissioner is out of the 

country and the Parliament has not appointed anybody beyond the 22nd or the date 

that have just mentioned.  So, you could imagine, this goes until the 22nd.  If the 

Commissioner falls ill and does not come back on the 22nd, we are in that situation 

where nobody could be appointed.  And therefore, the Police Service Commission 

will have to continue its work without the Commissioner being in the country. 

So, Madam Speaker, I do not wish to say much more than this, except that I 

see no reason why I should not recommend to my colleagues in this House, to 

accept the work of the Police Service Commission and appoint this eminently 

qualified officer to hold the fort of Acting Commissioner for a few days, as 

requested by the Commission and as notified and sent to us under law by the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Madam Speaker, I beg to move.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Madam Chairman:  Leader of the House. 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Camille 

Robinson-Regis): Thank you very kindly, Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, in 

accordance with Standing Order 15(5), I beg to move that the House continues to 

sit until the conclusion of the matters before it.   

Question put and agreed to. 

ACTING COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

(Nomination of) 

Question proposed.  
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Madam Speaker:  Member for Oropouche East.  

Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche East): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, we just came out of a hectic period of Standing Finance 

Committee.  Could I be reminded of my time I am permitted?  

Madam Chairman:  So, your ordinary time is 30 minutes.  You are entitled to an 

extension of 15 minutes, if you so request.  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, we 

are here today, of course, at this moment, to the debate a Motion in the name of the 

Prime Minister, that came to us rather late and regrettably there was an error on the 

initial Order paper, which was corrected, I believe, a few minutes before we 

entered into this matter, the Motion.  And I have before me, of course, the errata 

with the proper Motion before us. 

It is a Motion—and I would not read the entire Motion again, because the 

speaker before me engaged in that, in reading the entire Motion.  But essentially, it 

is pursuant to section 123(1)(a) of the Constitution, that requires us to approve an 

acting appointment where the name of Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher has been 

submitted by the Police Service Commission, substantive position of Assistant 

Commissioner of Police and acting in the office of Deputy Commissioner of Police 

as the person nominated to act in the office of Commissioner of Police in the 

absence of Mr.Mc Donald Jacob, who himself is Acting Commissioner of Police, 

who would be out of the country during the period 16th October to 22ndOctober, 

2022.   

7.30 p.m.  

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister before me gave some detail in terms of 

the resume of the officer Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher which I would also 

speak to very briefly.  There is an impressive resume here for someone who will be 
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acting for six days, and the Prime Minister went on to state the state of place, so to 

speak, as the law requires us to do this.  And it is a matter that was raised when we 

debated other matters related to this, the selection process and recruitment process 

and so on, and we did predict that this would happen in that for an appointment to 

act as Commissioner of Police the Parliament would have to sit.  And the Prime 

Minister in his address gave us some scenarios as to how this will work and what it 

means.  And the Prime Minister indicated correctly that if it is that the Parliament 

is on recess and the Commissioner of Police wants to fly off to Canada to see a 

newborn grandchild, or child, the Parliament has to be summoned in the recess to 

approve an acting appointment.  If it is the Commissioner decides on Christmas 

Eve to travel to spend the festive seasons elsewhere, the Parliament has to be 

summoned to meet.   

But Madam Speaker, there is also the issue that there are times when the 

Parliament will be dissolved and there will be no Parliament, and therefore if the 

Commissioner of Police is required to be elsewhere not only for personal business 

or private business but official business, a commissioner of police will attend 

meetings of commissioners of police, of law enforcement heads in the United 

States and elsewhere on important business.  And if it is that the Commissioner is 

required to be elsewhere and the Parliament is dissolved it takes us back to a 

situation that we saw before.  And I remind Members of the House, that it is just 

last year within the last 12 months or so we had a situation when there was no 

Commissioner of Police in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. R. Moonilal:  None.  And whereas the speaker before me indicated the 

thinking of the Government and the possible intention to again, tamper, interfere, 

adjust, amend selection process and so on, I just wanted to start that issue by 
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saying that any attempt to make any change or adjustment, the Government will do 

well to consult the Member for Siparia, and Leader of the Opposition.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Because it is the Leader of the Opposition who took the 

Government to court, and the court ruled that an earlier selection and recruitment 

order was indeed unlawful.    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  So we are very wary of this Government interfering, putting 

their fingerprint on selection and recruitment orders.  And the Prime Minister 

raised it.  And I would really be happier to say that an incoming United National 

Congress Government under the Member for Siparia, could attend to that matter—    

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]   

Dr. R. Moonilal:—without unnecessary troubles that we have seen before when 

this Government tries to alter the law.  And I am responding directly to the Prime 

Minister raising that issue of the cumbersome nature of this law now, this process 

that requires Parliament to meet at any time because the Commissioner is leaving.   

Now, this is the only office holder I believe who if he or she travels or for some 

other reason is unable to function in the office, that an entire parliament meets to 

approve an acting Commissioner.  I think this is the only officer, I do not think it 

happens with anyone else.   

The Prime Minister travels and he travels frequently, there is nobody 

meeting to discuss an acting appointment, the permanent actor Diego Martin 

North/East will step in. I do not know if he will now, bearing in mind recent events 

but he will step in.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  But there is no discussion, there is no approval required from 
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anybody for acting appointments elsewhere.  It is just gazetted and so on.   

So Madam Speaker, while yes, it is a point that the Opposition raised in an 

earlier debate that this scenario will occur, we raised that when we were debating 

the law.  It is something that we will consider and we can look at altering the law 

but we will be much more confident if that is done by the Member of Parliament 

for Siparia, and Leader of the Opposition.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Madam Speaker, in terms of the Assistant Commissioner of 

Police, substantive Assistant Commissioner of Police, Mrs. Erla Harewood-

Christopher, we met and discussed her acting appointment only on the 17th of 

December 2021, within the last year.  And the Prime Minister at that the time on 

that date 17-12-21 gave us almost verbatim the same CV and read out again for the 

record all of the highlights of the career of this officer.  And this officer, of course, 

it is instructive to note that this officer has spent, you know, her entire life in 

service to Trinidad and Tobago through the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, 

and has the distinction of having several diplomas, university degree of course, and 

experience and international exposure to various colleges and various international 

fora treating with various issues relating with crime-fighting, criminology and so 

on and a vast travel experience to places: India, Washington, Virginia, around the 

world really, Jamaica, elsewhere, and so on. The Prime Minister went into detail 

on that, and this would be required in this acting position because, Madam 

Speaker, there can be no doubt by anyone that crime and criminality and insecurity 

would be the key issue of the day in Trinidad and Tobago.  No one is safe.  There 

is no place to hide anymore.  This country is now overridden by criminal elements.  

Criminal elements are not only on the streets, we may now find—I listened to the 

Leader of the Opposition just a few moments ago indicating that there are now 
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criminal enterprises at the highest level of the political structure.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  So it is not just the criminals on the ground we have to look at, 

shooting in the grocery and the supermarket and so on.  It is criminal elements at 

the very highest level of the political structure.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  And Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher must be strong to 

withstand the temptation to fall.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  And subject herself to the dictates of the political directorate to 

go into political witch-hunting— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal: —as we are now seeing dramatically unfolding by the hour since 

yesterday in or around the afternoon. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Madam Speaker, it will take Mrs.Harewood-Christopher her 

entire life training and experience which I have in my hand.  A document of seven 

long pages, and it speaks to experience broad.  And today we ask her to consider 

this position very seriously and do not fall into the trap of working for the political 

directorate for their own political purposes— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:—as we see unfolding before us now, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister in his address, and I took copious notes, spoke 

about the Police Service Commission, and introduced the term which I had to 

write.  He said “during the disturbance involving the Police Service Commission”.  

What disturbance was there?  Who disturbed?  Who disturbed?  Who is the 
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disturber?   

Madam Speaker, this matter, the Prime Minister who raised it—I had no 

interest in raising this, absolutely none, otherwise I would have prepared with 

some notes and some documents I have elsewhere, in a vault somewhere.   

The Prime Minister spoke about the Police Service Commission disturbance 

but if it is anybody who disturbed the Police Service Commission, it is the Prime 

Minister.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  When the Prime Minister admitted—it is on public—the Prime 

Minister admitted “it was me”. “I went there and I intervened having reasons of 

course, I intervened and a merit list was withdrawn.”  The merit list involving Gary 

Griffith. So that the disturbance was caused by the intervention, unlawfully, of the 

highest executive office holder in the land.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  And Madam Speaker, this is why today the Opposition is here 

to address Erla Harewood-Christopher and to indicate that we have no difficulty 

with Mrs. Harewood-Christopher per se. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  We have no difficulty with her per se.  I have nothing in my 

hand that speaks of a bad report of Mrs.Harewood-Christopher. I do not have a 

good report but I do not have anything that I can point to, critical.  But Madam 

Speaker, our difficulty is not with the Motion it is with the mover.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  And Madam Speaker, I just draw your attention, there is 

languishing somewhere, it was on an Order Paper in an earlier time.  I think last 

year June/July, this year July, 2022 July on an Order Paper, Madam Speaker, an 



294 

Nomination of Acting CoP 2022.10.11 

Mr. Moonilal (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

appointment, a notification of Her Excellency to appoint as well to the office of 

Deputy Commissioner of Police to act in that office, one Ramnarine Samaroo. That 

appeared one day in July and then disappeared.  I might be wrong, I might be 

wrong, maybe I saw the wrong Order Paper.  But I have in my hand Tuesday July 

5th, 2022, at 10.00 a.m. Supplemental Order Paper, Papers—no. 6, the Notification 

of her Excellency the President in respect of the nomination of Mr.Ramnarine 

Samaroo for the appointment to act in the office of Deputy Commissioner of 

Police.   

I cannot remember if we debated that.  I may have been like Mr. Jacob on 

the out, but I cannot remember.  So I will ask the Government, where did that 

Notification go to?  Did it go with the merit list? Is it in the same file with the merit 

list?  Why did we not come today and do the two in one, for example, we could 

have done both since we are here. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Is it that the Government has no confidence in Mr. Ramnarine 

Samaroo and therefore we throw that in the bin?  And await for the merit list to 

expire, so to speak, or the nomination to expire?  The Government owes the 

population an answer because we were here before and I have the next Order Paper 

in my hand when we appointed Madam Speaker, two persons.  One, Wendell 

Williams and of course Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher, December 17, 2021, to 

act in the office of Deputy Commissioner of Police. And this Government made a 

commitment since 2015 that we promised in our ten-point crime plan, appointment 

of substantive Commissioner of Police because they were making noise.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Since 2015, immediately abolish existing convoluted rules and 

have a police commissioner and his deputies permanent appointment to these 
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critical offices must be made by the Police Service Commission.  We lived to see 

the day when it had no commissioner, not even an acting one.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  When we got the Notification from the Police Service 

Commission on Ramnarine Samaroo, I think he is called Joey as well, but “ah not 

sure”.  When we got that, Madam Speaker, it disappeared from the parliamentary 

agenda, it left with the merit list, Madam Speaker. It left with Bliss. 

Madam Speaker, so I call on the Government to clarify whether they have 

confidence in Mr. Samaroo or not, and if so, why?  And why could we not have 

dealt with that matter today and dispatch it with haste?   

Madam Speaker, the other matter is a matter just raised in passing 

concerning this acting appointment because again we need clarity.  It may well be 

that we are wrong, but does this require as well when Mr. Jacob returns to Trinidad 

on the 22nd, I believe, of October, does the House have to come back to reappoint 

as Acting Commissioner of Police?  That we must clarify.  It may well not be 

because this is a long-term acting position I think he is in, or an indefinite acting 

position. He leaves the country, but when he comes back he is coming back to take 

up the position as Acting Commissioner of Police.  So what do we do? Do I you 

see you on the 22nd? I think—what day of the week?  It might be a weekend, 

Diwali weekend or something?  So it is something to ask and maybe the brilliance 

on the other side can address their minds to the matter.   

Madam Speaker, in closing really because there is not much to be said again, 

to underline the point that the substantive Assistant Commissioner of Police and 

Acting Deputy Commissioner of Police, will be in that office for a short period of 

time but we are almost certain that this will happen again, and that we must really 

think through what we do when we come with legislation that creates this type of 
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problem.  And to indicate to the Prime Minister that these acting appointments will 

be done but there is a need to respect the independent institutions such as the 

Police Service Commission.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Dr. R. Moonilal:  Madam Speaker, the head of the National Security Council, the 

Prime Minister of this country was described in writing by an independent service 

commission as “disgusting”.  It is in writing, Madam Speaker. More will be said, 

more will be revealed, more will be told on this matter.  But in dealing with the 

Police Service Commission, the head of the National Security Council’s conduct 

was described as disgusting in official documents.  More will be said on that.  But 

anytime you reach a stage when independent service commission has to reflect on 

the conduct of the head of the National Security Council vis à vis their work, and is 

described as disgusting, is a very, very serious, very serious moment.   

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Dr. R. Moonilal:  And is something, Madam Speaker, I leave right there.  Thank 

you very much.  

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Madam Chairman:  Prime Minister. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

The Prime Minister (Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley):  Madam Speaker, given the 

length of time we have been in this House with the interventions of all of us, 

particularly my colleagues, I do not begrudge the bored Member from Oropouche 

for entertaining himself with that presentation.  I just want to begin by advising the 

Member for Oropouche, that I am not aware of any commission or any conduct of 

mine that was subject to any adjudication. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 
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Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  I am not aware of any conduct of mine that was subject to 

any adjudication by any service commission— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:—which would have resulted in such conduct on my part 

being described as disgusting.  Maybe he might want to advise the House exactly 

which commission and what action.  For without that, I will simply say I will take 

that from the Member as how I have taken most things from him, that it is 

something to be taken very carefully. 

Madam Speaker, as the Member entertained himself he closed his 

presentation by advising that we respect the Police Service Commission and its 

independence.  That is exactly what the Government is doing, Madam Speaker.  

Because the appointment of a Deputy or Deputy Commissioner of Police, is a 

requirement to pass through the Police Service Commission and it does not matter 

how the Government wants to fill those positions, the Government has to wait until 

the Police Service Commission does its job independently, come to a position to 

make recommendations to the President, and the President to advise this House, 

before the Government can interact with it. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  So in one breath, the Member is making a song and a dance, 

and increasing his decibels, and entertaining himself talking about the Government 

not appointing Deputy Commissioner of Police and we end up with none and so on 

and so on.  Entertainment, personal entertainment.  And then attempts to lay that 

situation at the feet of the Government knowing full well, that such appointments 

come from an independent commission that all of us presume is doing its work and 

will somewhere along the way bring us into the picture with recommendations by 

way of the President. 
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So I do not know why the Member will come here, in fact I should not say I 

“doh know”, in seeking to mislead the public with respect to the Government’s 

responsibility, that is what that was about.  Because we are waiting for 

recommendations from the Police Service Commission because that is where such 

appointments originate. 

And Madam Speaker, to say that we must wait until the Member for Siparia 

comes into office to use some superior intellect to appoint the Deputy 

Commissioner of Police, Madam Speaker, that is to say that the appointment will 

never be made. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  And to talk, Madam Speaker, about the Government 

consulting the Opposition Leader; we will consult the Opposition Leader or any 

Member in the House as we normally do on all matters that come before the 

House, but it certainly will not have to do anything with any legal acumen or 

intellect.  Not that at all.  Because, Madam Speaker, the record will show the 

number of times that the Member for Siparia acted as SC, MP, and got the country 

into trouble.  So I mean, I am glad that her followers— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Lee:  Madam Speaker, 48(4).  Madam Speaker, 48(4).  The Prime Minister is 

imputing improper motives against the Member for Siparia. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  Madam Speaker, I wonder if my friend from Pointe-a-Pierre 

ever heard of Section 34? 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Ms. Ameen:  We heard about emailgate. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Ms. Ameen:  We heard about emailgate. 
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Mr. Charles:  Will you apologize? 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: There has been no—  

Madam Speaker:  Okay.  Let us proceed please. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  There has been no piece of legislative interpretation in this 

country that got us— 

Madam Speaker:  Member for Naparima, Member for St.  Augustine, if you want 

to make an interruption please invoke Standing Order 47. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  Madam Speaker, let me spare you that because Naparima is 

bent on attracting the attention of his Leader.  That behaviour is normal.  So I will 

move on. 

Madam Speaker, the Member for Oropouche is making the point, I think I 

gathered from him that he agreed that having to move the Parliament to have a 

short-term or the shortest of terms of appointment of a Commissioner of Police, is 

something that we have discovered, and he ascribed that discovery to be the 

Member for Siparia.  Madam Speaker, that is not correct.  It was the lawyers who 

were acting for various entities during the period when the Police Service 

Commission was called upon to make a series of short appointments, that is it was 

discovered then by a Senior Counsel acting outside of this Parliament, that it was 

in fact the Parliament that was required to approve this appointment, that is why 

we are doing this now.  Had nothing to do with the Member for Siparia. 

Mr. Hosein:  [Inaudible] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  The Member for Oropouche also took the opportunity to 

raise the question about some disappearance of a notification for a Ramnarine 

Samaroo, an officer Ramnarine Samaroo.  And the way he made it, he gave the 

impression that Mr.Samaroo was treated so differently because he was Samaroo, 

and Christopher and somebody else—Madam Speaker, this country does not miss 
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those points, eh. 

What came to the House was a Notification for Ramnarine Samaroo, I am 

now reminded about it because I did not have any recollection.  It was to act for ten 

days for Mr.Williams who went on leave, then indefinitely for Jacobs during his 

Acting as Commissioner.  It was received in the Parliament on the 29th of June that 

year—I think it was this year—and the Parliament went on recess.  That is what 

that was.  I do not know why the Member should believe that its lapsing had to do 

with because of who the officer was.  Because I could not even recollect that this 

had come to the House far less to have lapsed. 

Madam Speaker, what is before us is this requirement that the Parliament get 

involved in these very short-term things, and the quicker we rectify it with the 

appropriate amendment the better for the police service— 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:—and the better for the country, and the better for the 

Parliament.  And I want to give the assurance that the Government will look at this 

management and operational matter, and bring an appropriate amendment to the 

House. And I trust that my colleagues will support it and not wait until the Leader 

of the Opposition ascends to the office of Prime Minister, which is something that 

may never happen in this country again. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  Madam Speaker, I am glad to hear my colleague from 

Oropouche say that he has nothing against Officer Christopher because it is quite 

normal for him to have things against people that he hardly knows.  Madam 

Speaker, there is not much we can do on this except to realize— 

Mr. Ratiram:  Standing Order, Standing Order 48(6) please, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker:  So Prime Minister, I would ask that you withdraw that and find 
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another way to say it. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Ratiram:  Please and apologize too. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:  Madam Speaker, I will withdraw it.  And what I would also 

do, I am not going to waste Parliament’s time to give you a number of examples to 

prove my point.  But since my colleague from Couva North is tired and wants to go 

home, I beg to move. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Question agreed to. 

Resolved:  

That the notification of the President of the nomination of the Police Service 

Commission of Mrs. Erla Harewood-Christopher to act in the Office of 

Commissioner of Police be approved.  

Madam Speaker:  Leader of the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Mrs. Camille Robinson-

Regis):  Madam Speaker, I beg to move that this House do now adjourn to a date 

to be fixed. 

Madam Speaker:  Hon. Members, as we all know, our nation commemorates the 

day of recognition of the First Peoples on October 14, 2022.  Before I put the 

question on the adjournment of the House, I will now call upon the Member for 

D’Abadie/O’Meara to pay tribute on this occasion. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

GREETINGS 

Day of Recognition of First Peoples 

The Minister in the Ministry of Education (Hon. Lisa Morris-Julian):  Madam 
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Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to give tribute on behalf of the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago and on my own behalf to the First Peoples of Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

Madam Speaker, as you know this is First People’s heritage week with the 

activities started on the 10th and it will continue until the 17th of October.  Chief 

Ricardo Bharath-Hernandez often refers to the Great Spirit that overlooks us all.  

As a former Mayor of the Borough of Arima, I have witnessed firsthand the same 

spirit working through the Chief and the First Peoples.  We have much to learn 

from the indigenous, their commitment, their dedication, can only be inspired by 

the Great Spirit. 

I have come to believe that the First Peoples are our guardians, protectors of 

our land, upholders of customs, and keepers of the culture. As the Pyai Adonis 

often asks, how can we progress in our future without paying close attention to our 

past?  It is said among the First Peoples that there are two lasting requests that we 

can give our children. One is roots and the other is wings.  The First Peoples of 

Trinidad and Tobago are doing both and we, the people of Trinidad and Tobago, 

are grateful for the indigenous influence on our own nation.  

Madam Speaker, long before the colonizers stepped a foot on our beloved 

land, the First Peoples were here.  Research tells us that the first people of the 

Caribbean emerged from a region which extended all the way from the upper 

Amazon Basin in Peru to Venezuela, the Guyanas, and the West Indies.  Historical 

records show that the First Peoples have existed in Trinidad as far as 6,000 years 

ago before the arrival of Columbus, and they still exist in Arima, Moruga, to this 

very day. 

As such, it is with a sense of pride today we can now read about Hyarima 

and his daring exploits.  Formerly, we relied on oral history to recount tales of this 
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legendary hero, a symbol of people who persevered despite the indignities that they 

suffered. 

Madam Speaker, there is no denying there is a deep-rooted connection 

between the First Peoples and the Land of the Hummingbird. We have been a 

home and safe haven and it gives me great pleasure being part of the Government 

that continues to support this Community.  Chief Ricardo Bharath Hernandez, our 

own modern day Hyarima said it best.  First Peoples were the foundation of this 

country.  It is important that we know that civilization did not start with Columbus. 

Madam Speaker, we wish to congratulate and extend best wishes to the 

indigenous as they continue to strengthen and diversify, as they continue to 

increase and enhance the history and culture of Trinidad and Tobago, and as a 

descendant of the First Peoples from the highest heaven to the lowest of earths, the 

guardians of the east, the west and north and the south, may they continue to bless 

this great land.  Thank you. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Madam Speaker:  Member for St. Augustine. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Ms. Khadijah Ameen (St. Augustine):  Madam Speaker, on the 14th of October 

every year Trinidad and Tobago commemorates a day of recognition for the First 

Peoples Community.  I take this opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. Ricardo Bharath 

Hernandez, the Chief of the Santa Rosa First Peoples Community, and thank him 

for reminding this Parliament of the significance of acknowledging the First 

Peoples. 

The Santa Rosa First Peoples Community is well known but, Madam 

Speaker, they are not the only First Peoples Community in Trinidad.  There are 

other groups such as the Warao Nation, who are also First Peoples, and who we 
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must also remember and celebrate.  The Santa Rosa First Peoples chose to 

celebrate their heritage as descendants of Trinidad and Tobago’s indigenous 

community through a variety of spiritual ceremonies, and a week of cultural events 

and displays which often involves the public.  Any person who has been around 

Arima would be familiar with some of their parades, for example.  They have been 

their own official preservation and cultural ambassadors for their community, and 

for that they must be applauded.  

It is essential that we recognize and encourage as a nation if we want these 

cultures to be passed down to the next generation and to the wider public as well. 

Madam Speaker, in previous years, we had special guests from other countries in 

Guatemala, Venezuela, Suriname and Guyana coming to Trinidad to be part of 

these ceremonies and the celebrations were usually initiated with a ceremony at the 

First Peoples Headquarters in Arima, and it usually involves also a follow-up with 

the Santa Rosa Roman Catholic Church.  In 2020, there was a smoke ceremony 

held right here at the Red House, which was a very historic occasion and water 

rituals were also performed during the day—the following day too—in 

remembrance of the ancestors of the First Peoples.  On the 14th of October, there is 

usually a smoke ceremony at the Hyarima Statue in Arima and then a procession 

through the streets. 

Smoke ceremonies for the First Peoples play an integral role in the 

community and they display their religious rituals in public settings and these 

offerings and invocations, amongst other things, symbolize their praise for the 

earth, to protect the earth, spiritual and physical integrity in our way for ancestors 

to be remembered, but also for future generations to have its benefit. 

Madam Speaker, while the 14th is the day of recognition, the day it is 

celebrated, it is more of a cultural revival that was started in the 1990s.  It is, 
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Madam Speaker, a real opportunity for all citizens to reconnect because we have a 

very Eurocentric history teaching tradition in schools and in our curriculum.  

Traditions such as the First Peoples are relegated to the shadows.  How many of us 

even know enough to consider—enough of the history of the First Peoples to 

consider Hyarima as the first national hero of Trinidad and Tobago, that he was 

considered responsible for repelling the harassment of the Spanish colonizers 

which was a critical surviving factor in the Nepuyo communities and their 

traditions way back then.   

But our history books do not tell us that in the schools. I was happy to hear 

the Member for D’Abadie/O’Meara, who brought greetings on my behalf, speak of 

her involvement with the community and now perhaps, that the Member is a 

Minister in the Ministry of Education, she could perhaps influence the need to 

incorporate the teachings of the history of the First Peoples in schools.  Perhaps, if 

it were that we were all to learn more from our First Peoples to stay connected with 

the earth, we would have a better future preserved for the next generation. 

Madam Speaker, in all cosmopolitan nations, we must go beyond the 

watchword of tolerance to sharing, sharing history, sharing culture, sharing 

traditions and sharing space.  It was the hon. Kamala Persad-Bissessar who as 

Prime Minister under the then Ministry of National Diversity and Social 

Integration, granted an institutional lease, which was dated, September 04, 2015, to 

the First Peoples. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping]  

Ms. K. Ameen:  The restoration of 25 acres of land for the First Peoples in Arima 

as a result of a decision taken by Cabinet in 2010, piloted by then parliamentary 

representatives, Roger Samuel, and the respective Ministers, remains a very 

historic occasion.   
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Madam Speaker, we are blessed in Trinidad and Tobago to have preserved 

the Caurita and Banwari Trace archaeology sites which are more than 5,000 years 

old and those two indigenous sites still exist today.  I want to take this opportunity 

to encourage parents and schools alike to visit these local sites and expand their 

awareness of the heritage of our First Peoples.  And Madam Speaker, since this 

one-off public holiday, the day of recognition has really passed unnoticed in many 

quarters because it is not on the calendar of important things, public holidays in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  So even though the First Peoples will continue to have their 

week of Heritage, this week between the 10th and the 17th of October, we still have 

a long way to go to make them have their first official public holiday, which is 

what they have been advocating for. And I think the day of recognition was just a 

consolation but I hope we could move to a next step eventually.  

So Madam, the Governments of Australia, Canada, and lately even the Pope 

has recognized indigenous peoples in various Parliaments in special ceremonies 

with indigenous people and today, I am honoured to be part of recognizing the 

indigenous people on behalf of the Opposition, to pay tribute and to bring greetings 

on this occasion. 

I thank you. 

Hon. Members:  [Desk thumping] 

Madam Speaker:  Hon. Members, I also wish to pay tribute on the occasion of the 

First Peoples Heritage Week, and more specifically, the day of recognition of the 

First Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago. The peoples who inhabited these islands 

before the arrival of all others are the bedrock of our national history and culture. 

The contribution of the First Peoples to the rich cultural tapestry that is Trinidad 

and Tobago of which we are also proud of, is immense, spanning all aspects of life, 

from place names to folklore, cuisine and festivities.  To ensure that every creed 



307 

Greeting – Day of Recognition of First Peoples 2022.10.11 

Madam Speaker (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

and race find an equal place, efforts are ongoing to record and preserve indigenous 

heritage and to educate the entire population about the communities that were here 

long before these islands came to be known as Trinidad and Tobago.  A notable 

and undisputed fact is that indigenous people were here well before Columbus 

came.  The country’s various indigenous groups, including the Santa Rosa First 

Peoples Community, the Warao Nation, and the Moruga First Peoples continue the 

work of bringing to the First Peoples the recognition and honour that they so 

rightly deserve. In this regard, and as a nation, we acknowledge them for their 

efforts.  

Hon. Members, we will also recall that in 2019, the ancestral remains of 

indigenous persons discovered during the Red House renovation were reinterred in 

accordance with traditions of the First Peoples.  In recognition of that solemn event 

I now invite Members to observe one minute of silence and I kindly ask you to 

stand. 

The House of Representatives stood. 

Madam Speaker:  You may be seated.  Hon. Members I wish our national 

community a meaningful and enlightening First Peoples Heritage Week 2022 and 

encourage us all to reflect on the significance of the day of recognition of the First 

Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Hon. Members, the question is that this House do now adjourn to a date to 

be fixed.  

Question put and agreed to. 

House adjourned accordingly. 

Adjourned at 8.13 p.m. 

 

 


