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BACKGROUND

1.

The Bail (Amendment) (Extension of Duration) Bill, 2022 (hereinafter referred to as “the
Bill”) seeks to amend the Bail Act No. 17 of 20192 (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”).
The Bill was introduced in the Senate by the Honourable Attorney General on 28™ June,
2022.

The Act came into force on August 5, 2019.

KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL

SECTION 7 AMENDED- DURATION

4.

5.

7.

Clause 3 of the Bill amends section 7 of the Act by deleting the words “three years” and
substituting it with the words “four years”.

The effect of this amendment is to extend the duration of the sunset clause contained in
the Act which will expire on August 5, 2022. The Act came into force on August 5, 2019
and contained a sunset clause3 which permitted the Act to remain in force for a period of
three (3) years.

Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to extend the period of the sunset provision for a further period
of one (1) year to August 4, 2023.

The Act provides for the circumstances in which bail may be denied to a person who is
charged with a listed offence that is punishable for a term of imprisonment for ten (10)
years or more. These listed offences include, but are not limited; to trafficking in narcotics
or possession of narcotics for the purpose of trafficking, possession and use of firearms
or ammunition with intent to injure, rape, sexual intercourse with a female under
fourteen and buggery.

! http://www.ttparliament.org/publications.php?mid=288&id=952

2 http://www.ttparliament.org/legislations/a2019-17g.pdf

3 Sunset clause definition: A provision in a Bill that gives it an expiry date once it is passed into law. Sunset clauses
are included in legislation when it is felt that Parliament should have the chance to decide on its merits again after
a fixed period- https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/sunset-
clause/#:~:text=A%20provision%20in%20a%20Bill,again%20after%20a%20fixed%20period
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8. The Bill would be inconsistent with Sections 4 and 5 of the Constitution of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago and would therefore be required to be passed by a special
majority of three-fifths of the members of each House.
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Disclaimer: Bills Essentials are prepared to support the work of the Members of the Parliament of the Trinidad and
Tobago and is not intended to address the specific circumstances of any particular individual. They are produced
under time and resource constraints and aim to be available in time for debate in the Houses.

The views expressed in Bill Essentials do not reflect an official position of the Legal Unit, nor do they constitute
professional legal opinion. Bill Essentials reflect the relevant legislation as introduced and do not canvass subsequent
amendments or developments. To determine the official status of the Bill or follow its progress click here:
http://www.ttparliament.org/publications.php?mid=28&id=952
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