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SENATE 

Tuesday, May 15, 2019 

The Senate met at 10.00 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have granted leave of absence to Sen. The 

Hon. Jennifer Baptiste-Primus who is out of the country. 

VACANT SEAT 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have received the following correspondence 

from Her Excellency the President, Paula-Mae Weekes, O.R.T.T.: 

“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO  

By Her Excellency PAULA-MAE 

WEEKES, O.R.T.T., President of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.      

/s/ Paula-Mae Weeks 

 President. 

TO: MR. GERALD RAMDEEN 

WHEREAS by the provisions of section 43(2)(e) of the Constitution of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the President, in exercise of the power 

vested in her, and acting in accordance with the advice of the Leader of the 

Opposition is empowered to declare the seat of a Senator to be vacant:  

NOW, THEREFORE I, Paula-Mae Weekes, President as aforesaid, acting in 

accordance with the advice of the Leader of the Opposition, in exercise of 
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the power vested in me by the said section 43(2)(e) of the Constitution of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, do hereby declare the seat of you 

GERALD RAMDEEN, to be vacant, with effect from 6th May, 2019.  

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago at the Office of the 

President, St. Ann’s, this 10th day of 

May, 2019.”  

SENATORS’ APPOINTMENT  

Madam President: 

“TO: MR. ASHVANI MAHABIR 

 In exercise of the power vested in me by section 40(2)(b) of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, I, PAULA-MAE 

WEEKES, President as aforesaid, do hereby appoint you, MR. ASHVANI 

MAHABIR, a Senator with effect from 15th May, 2019.  

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago at the Office of the 

President, St. Ann’s, this 15th day of 

May, 2019.”  

“TO: MR. NDALE YOUNG 

WHEREAS Senator Jennifer Baptiste-Primus is incapable of performing her 

duties as a Senator by reason of her absence from Trinidad and Tobago:  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PAULA-MAE WEEKES, President as aforesaid, 

acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, in exercise of the 

power vested in me by section 44(1)(a) and section 44(4)(a) of the 
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Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, do hereby appoint 

you, NDALE YOUNG, to be temporarily a member of the Senate, with 

effect from 15th May, 2019 and continuing during the absence from Trinidad 

and Tobago of the said Senator Jennifer Baptiste-Primus. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 

President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago at the Office of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 14th day of May, 2019.” 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Senator Ashvani Mahabir took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as 

required by law. 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Senator Ndale Young took and subscribed the Affirmation of Allegiance as 

required by law. 

 FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION)  

(FINANCIAL YEAR 2019) BILL, 2019 

 Bill to supplement the appropriation of the sum the issue of which was 

authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act No. 16 of 

2018) [The Minister of Finance]; read the first time. 

 Motion made: That the next stage be taken at a later stage of the 

proceedings. [Hon. A. West] 

 Question put and agreed to. 

PAPERS LAID 

1. Ministerial Response of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to 

the Twentieth Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Examination 

of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of Trinidad and 
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2. Tobago for the Financial Year 2017. [The Minister of Agriculture, Land and 

Fisheries (Sen. The Hon. Clarence Rambharat)] 

2. Annual Administrative Report of the Trinidad and Tobago International 

Financial Centre Management Company Limited for the financial year 

ended June 30, 2017. [The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The 

Hon. Allyson West)] 

3. Annual Audited Financial Statements of Telecommunications Services of 

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the financial year ended March 31, 2017. 

[Sen. The Hon. A. West] 

4. Annual Audited Financial Statements of Telecommunications Services of 

Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the financial year ended March 31, 2018. 

[Sen. The Hon. A. West] 

5. Annual Report of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board for the period 

2015/2016. [The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. 

Franklin Khan)] 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE REPORTS 

(Presentation) 

Finance and Legal Affairs 

(Public Procurement System) 

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (Sen. The Hon. Clarence 

Rambharat): Madam President, I have the honour to present the following report 

as listed on the Order Paper in the name of Sen. Sophia Chote SC: 

Sixth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Finance and Legal Affairs, 

Fourth Session (2017/2018), Eleventh Parliament on an inquiry into the 

implementation of the new Public Procurement System.  

Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018 
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The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Allyson West): 

Madam President, I have the honour to present the following report as listed on the 

Supplemental Order Paper in my name: 

Final Report of the Joint Select Committee, Fourth Session (2018/2019), 

Eleventh Parliament established to consider and report on the Trinidad and 

Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018.  

URGENT QUESTIONS 

Farmers’ Pumps 

(Return of) 

Sen. Wade Mark:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  To the Minister of Public 

Utilities: In light of the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries’ statement that 

farmers from Aranguez were not using drain water to water their food crops, can 

the Minister indicate whether WASA would be instructed to return the farmers’ 

pumps?  

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte): [Desk 

thumping] Madam President, as we are all aware, we are experiencing a water 

crisis. In keeping with their responsibilities, WASA police have been increasing 

vigilance in communities so as to ensure restrictions placed under the hose ban are 

kept and that illegal activities regarding the abstraction of water from water 

courses without authorization are minimized.  In one of these routine surveillance 

works on Saturday the 11th of May, the WASA officials while executing their 

duties, seized four pumps from individuals who, based on evidence before them, 

were breaking the law.  Charges have been laid and this matter is now before the 

court.  The pumps were seized as evidence in keeping with routine police practice. 

Madam President, we live in a society governed by law.  It is outside the 

purview of any Minister to instruct or direct police officials.  This is not the 
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practice of Ministers under this Government and it is not one that I intend to start.  

My policy position to WASA is to increase the level of vigilance in light of the 

prevailing dry season and which is within my purview.  The police at WASA are 

trained to do their job and I expect that they will exercise their responsibility 

without fear or favour, malice or ill-will.  

Sen. Mark:  Madam President, in light of the fact that these police officers, or 

WASA police, are trained, as the Minister has indicated, and given what the hon. 

Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries  discovered, can the Minister indicate 

whether the WASA police may have erred on this particular matter when they 

seized the pumps of these farmers of Aranguez?  

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  Madam President,  first, I want to draw a little bit 

into—bring into the House the idea of timing.  One, this matter that I am reporting 

on happened on Saturday the 11th of May.  Secondly, as I said, the charges before 

the individuals relate to—or what the WASA police under their purview—the 

extraction of water from courses without an appropriate licence for which the 

pumps were taken. As I said, I have noted the observation of my colleague but we 

are talking about two different times, and it is not for me, as the Minister, to 

determine whether the WASA police have erred or not.  That is for the court to 

decide.  I do not instruct the WASA police.  Based on the evidence provided and 

based on what I have seen from the police report, they are within their rights to do 

what they are doing and they are exercising their responsibility. 

Hidden Automatic Weapons 

(Measures to Tighten Border Control) 

Sen. Wade Mark:  To the Minister of National Security: Given the May 13, 2019, 

discovery of several automatic weapons hidden in a barrel containing foodstuff, 
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can the Minister indicate what measures will be effected to tighten border control 

and avoid reoccurrence? 

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (Sen. The Hon. Clarence 

Rambharat):  [Desk thumping] Madam President, I thank Sen. Mark for this 

question. I want to point out that this recent find of the importation of illegal 

firearms at the port was a find by Customs and Excise which is the entity charged 

with the legislative authority to search upon entry in Trinidad and Tobago and, in 

particular, at legal ports of entry. Madam President, the Customs and Excise 

Division is under the Ministry of Finance and on behalf of all the citizens of this 

country, I congratulate them on their vigilance and it is a sign that the work that 

has to be done is being done and we are very  thankful for this find.   

Nevertheless, Madam President, the Ministry of National Security has been 

encouraging all arms of law enforcement to work closer together on information-

sharing and operations. The Minister of National Security has held meetings 

relating to the improvement of border security.  There is always additional work to 

be done at the legal ports of entry because, of course, persons involved in illegal 

activities are always trying to find ways in which they can penetrate the system.  

Madam President, the Ministry of National Security will continue to work with the 

Ministry of Finance along with Customs and Excise to improve what currently 

exists at all the ports of legal entry and wherever else the Ministries have 

determined that persons involved in the illegal activity may wish to compromise. 

Thank you.  

Escape of Prisoners at Golden Grove 

(Circumstances of) 
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Sen. Wade Mark:  To the Minister of National Security:  In light of the recent 

escape of eight prisoners from the Remand Yard Golden Grove, can the Minister 

explain the circumstances that led to said escape?  

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (Sen. The Hon. Clarence 

Rambharat):  [Desk thumping] Madam President, I once joked to my friend that 

one day he will ask an urgent question on an issue that has not arisen as yet.  He 

comes very close with this question.  Madam President, this matter is very recent.  

It remains very sensitive simply because there are ongoing efforts to locate the 

escapees and it would not be prudent at this stage to discuss anything relating to 

the circumstances of this escape. I am sure at the appropriate time the Minister of 

National Security would provide the information to the public, and for now all 

arms of national security are working together to recapture the escapees. I thank 

you. 

Sen. Mark: Can the Minister indicate when these prisoners escaped from custody? 

Sen. The Hon. C. Rambharat: Madam President, I am not in a position to 

provide that information. 

Attack on Teacher 

(Counselling for Students) 

Sen. Wade Mark:  To the hon. Minister of Education: Given the recent ice pick 

attack on a teacher in Arouca in the presence of her students, can the Minister 

indicate whether any counselling is being offered to the students? 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Anthony Garcia): Thank you very much, 

Madam President. The simple answer to that question is, yes. Counselling services 

were provided and continue to be provided by a team of guidance officers and 

social workers of the Student Support Services Division of the Ministry of 

Education who visited the school yesterday and met with the students and have 
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provided counselling and intervention services. Further, personnel from the 

Employee Assistance Programme also visited and provided support for members 

of staff.  Madam President, follow-up services for students and teachers will be 

provided as the need arises.  Thank you very much.   

Sen. Mark: Madam President, may I ask, through you, can the Minister explain, or 

share with the Senate, what would have facilitated a stranger who invaded the 

compound of this particular school without being detected by the security 

personnel at the time?  Can the Minister share with us what may have led to this 

development that resulted in this teacher being assaulted? 

Hon. A. Garcia: Thank you very much, Madam President. As I have indicated 

elsewhere, there was a breach in the protocol arrangements that are in place for all 

our schools, and just let me explain a little further. There are provisions that must 

be followed by the security officers in terms of entry and exit of our schools.  If a 

person arrives at the school, the security officer is the first person that that person 

has to come into contact with.  The security officer has the responsibility to enquire 

of that person, his or her business. If the security officer is convinced that that 

business is illegitimate, then the security officer has to escort that person to the 

office of the principal. The principal or the vice-principal, or others in authority, 

will take it from there. What had happened was simply a breach in the protocol 

with respect to the security officer. Thank you. 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, the time for Urgent Questions has expired. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. Franklin 

Khan):  Thank you very much, Madam President.  Madam President, the 

Government is pleased to announce that it will be answering question Nos. 142, 

144, 153 and 254.  We ask for a two-week deferral of question No. 143 and 
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question No. 255.  With regard to Written Answers, we ask for a two-week deferral 

of Question No. 245.  Question 256 is not yet due. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

The following questions stood on the Order Paper:  

Venezuelan and Cuban Nationals 

(Measures Taken to Protect) 

143. Can the hon. Minister of National Security state:  

In light of ongoing reports that Venezuelan and Cuban nationals living in Trinidad 

and Tobago are being exploited by unscrupulous employers, what, if any, measures 

will the Government take to ensure that this vulnerable group is protected? [Sen. 

W. Mark] 

      National Gas Company 

(Total Dividends Paid) 

255.  Can the hon. Minister of Finance advise as to the total dividends paid by the 

National Gas Company to the Ministry for each year during the period 

September 2015 to December 2018? [Sen. T. Obika] 

 Questions, by leave, deferred. 

Award of TSTT’s Dealership Contracts 

(Forensic Audit for) 

142. Sen. Wade Mark asked the hon. Minister of Public Utilities:  

In light of reports of preferential treatment in the award of TSTT’s 

dealership contracts to two companies, can the Minister advise whether a 

forensic audit will be launched into such process? 

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte): Madam 

President, this matter was the subject of an internal investigation by an audit 

committee in 2013 and the previous board of TSTT in 2014.  However, in light of 
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new concerns which have resurfaced, the existing board of TSTT, on the 22nd of 

February, 2019, procured the services of the firm PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Advisory Services Limited to undertake an independent assessment relating to 

these contracts. The assessment will include a review of all prior internal 

investigations as well as all information relevant to this matter, including new 

information which has been obtained subsequent to the conduct of the internal 

investigations.  PWC is expected to submit its report in six to eight weeks’ time.  

The board of TSTT will be guided by the findings and recommendations of the 

report. 

Sen. Mark: Can the Minister indicate, Madam President, since PWC was 

appointed on the 22nd of February—can the Minister indicate whether—well, first 

of all, can he share with us the actual time frame given to PWC to complete its 

report?  In other words, was it five months, was it three months, was it two 

months? 

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam President, I understand that age is stepping 

in a little bit so I will repeat what it is I said.  PWC is expected to submit its report 

in six to eight weeks’ time.  I think we are reaching this now.  Based on my 

calendar and looking at it, we are now around the seventh week.  My checks with 

the company, they have not submitted the report. I think they will be able to submit 

the report within the time frame that I mentioned in my answer, six to eight weeks’ 

time.  And when the company gets the report, of course, they will study the report 

and then the board of directors will act, based on the findings and what it is that 

they feel, based on the report that is before them. 

Sen. Mark: Madam President, I want to recommend a book, but— 

Madam President: No, Sen. Mark. I want to recommend a question.   

Sen. Mark:—but let me ask the question. 
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Madam President: Yes. 

Sen. Mark: There is a book that I want to recommend to you but I will leave that 

for later. Madam President, in light of the fact that the key individual involved in 

this exercise who happens to be the CEO of this company, can the Minister advise 

this Senate whether that individual was suspended whilst PWC conducted its 

enquiry into this $30 million activity? 

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam Speaker, the simple answer to that— 

Sen. Mark: Madam President.   

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  Madam President, my apologies. Madam President, 

the answer to that is no, but I also want to mention that, as I said before, this matter 

was investigated by a previous board audit committee.  This matter, after the 

investigations by the previous—a board appointed by the previous government—

they actually promoted the person in question. This matter was then investigated 

again by that board. This matter was reviewed by this existing board and they 

found that based on all of the allegations that were made that they were not 

founded.  As an additional caution, they have asked for an independent PWC to 

review all facts, including the decisions that were taken by the previous 

government’s recommended board.  And in light of that, there was no need to then 

take any action against the particular sitting CEO in light of the investigation that 

is being conducted.  

Sen. Mark:  Can I ask the Minister if he can share with this Senate what were the 

terms of reference of this PWC enquiry? 

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam President, I again read from what it is I said 

in my original answer.  The assessment will include a review of all prior internal 

investigations, as well as all information relevant to this matter, including new 
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information which has been obtained subsequent to the conduct of the internal 

investigation.   

Sen. Mark:  Madam President, through you, can I ask the hon. Minister who is 

seeking to be the next Prime Minister, can I ask him— 

Madam President:  Sen. Mark— 

Sen. Mark:  Sorry, Ma’am. I withdraw that.  Can I ask the goodly Minister of 

Public Utilities, if he can share with us the cost of this contract that was awarded to 

PWC to conduct this particular enquiry?  Can you share with this honourable 

Senate the cost involved, Madam President, through you?  

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam President, no.  That information is not 

available but I am sure—I am free to provide it if a proper question is posed to me.   

Madam President: Next question, Sen. Mark. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Mark:  I am back again at this gentleman. 

Madam President:  No, Sen. Mark— 

Sen. Mark:  Yes, sorry.    

Madam President:  Please do not personalize— 

Sen. Mark:  I am not personalizing, Madam President.  I just want you to read a 

book called— 

Madam President:  No, Sen. Mark, please, it is too early to be talking about 

reading books.  

Sen. Mark: Thank you. Thank you.  It is a very important book.  

10.30 a.m. 

Water Shortage in Mayaro 

(Measures Taken to Relieve) 

144. Sen. Wade Mark asked the hon. Minister of Public Utilities:  



14 

Oral Anwers to Questions (cont’d)       2019.05..15 

 

UNREVISED 

In light of the severe water shortages affecting residents and businesses in 

Mayaro since December 2018, can the Minister indicate what measures are 

being taken to bring relief to the affected groups?  

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte):  Madam 

President, the Mayaro/Guayaguayare pipe-borne water is supplied from a number 

of indigenous sources located in Guayaguayare: Stone Bright, South Maloney, 

Cedar Grove and it is supplemented by the Navet Water Treatment Plant.  Under 

normal conditions, the area receives a pipe-borne water supply schedule on an 

average of every two to three days.  However, recently the water supply to the area 

was adversely affected by one, a 38-hour emergency shutdown of the Navet Water 

Treatment Plant from Thursday 9th to Saturday 11 February, 2019, and two, a 

number of leaks along the six-inch pipeline which provides water to Newlands and 

on the Guayaguayare Road.   

The schedules were normalized by February 20, 2019, as a result of 

following initiatives:  

1. The repair of 28 leaks on the distribution pipelines in the area between 

the Stone Bright Water Treatment Plant and the Double Bright Booster 

Station over the period December 01, 2018, to February 25, 2019.   

2. The re-establishment of a full pumping capacity at the Double Bright 

Booster Station which served the community of Newlands, La Seiva 

and Guayaguayare Road.  

3. The re-establishment of full pumping capacity at the San Pedro Booster 

Station which transmits water from the Navet water treatment to the 

area serves the community including Bristol, Union, Mafeking, et 

cetera.   

During the period of disruption in water supply, affected residents were provided a 
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truck-borne supply of water.   

Madam President:  Sen. Mark. 

Sen. Mark:  Madam President, can I ask the hon. Minister whether the severe 

water shortfall or shortage that affected this community, can the Minister indicate 

from reports whether that situation has been addressed with the revival of the 

Navet Water Treatment Plant as well as repairs of leaks in the main water pipeline?  

Can you give this House the assurance that the extent of those shortages has been 

reasonably addressed?  

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  Madam President, yes, I could give the assurance 

that the leaks that were identified along the roads that were adversely affecting the 

area, they have all been repaired.  That being said, we do have an ageing 

infrastructure and the pipelines along those roads are in dire need of changing and 

that is something that needs to be done over a period of time.  So there might be 

recurring leaks.   

In addition to that, the amount of water in the Navet Water Treatment Plant 

in that particular area which normally produces about of 20 million gallons of 

water per day was reduced to 15 million gallons of water per day.  We have now 

ramped it back up to around 16.  It is still below the capacity or long-term average 

but that particular dam has been the worst affected dam whereby it is now 30 per 

cent below the long-term average.  So those areas will continue to be challenged as 

we manage the flow of water coming from the Navet Water Treatment Plan.  We 

have ramped up the number of trucks, so truck-borne supply of water in that 

particular area, and I am in constant contact personally with the MP of that area to 

ensure that I try to alleviate, as much as possible, the hardship on the residents of 

that area.  Thank you.   

Sen. Mark:  Can the Minister indicate whether customers are still being forced to 
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pay exorbitant prices for the supply of truck-borne water in that community?  Can 

you verify if that continues and whether the WASA police—I should not ask 

because you tell me it is two questions so I will just ask him one more.   

Madam President:  Senator, I would not allow that question.   

Sen. Mark:  Well could I ask him, Madam President, how many more questions I 

have, Madam?   

Madam President:  Two I believe. 

Sen. Mark:  Yeah.  Can I ask the hon. Minister how many leaks has WASA 

estimated in that particular community of Mayaro?  Can you tell us?  

Madam President:  Sen. Mark, I believe in the original answer, the information 

was given.  [Interruption]  So, Sen. Mark, next question.  You have one more. 

Sen. Mark:  Okay, Madam President.  [Laughter]  Madam President, can the hon. 

Minister indicate given the ageing infrastructure as outlined, whether, for instance, 

moneys are going to be allocated very shortly to address the leaks and the repair 

and replacement of pipelines to that community?  Can I ask that question?  

Madam President:  Minister. 

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  Madam President, the repairs of pipelines of leaks 

throughout the area and the changing of pipelines, as I have identified before, there 

are about 3,500 kilometres of pipes that are over the age of 40 to 50 years old and 

there are about 245 kilometres of pipes that are in urgent need of repairs.  If I am 

not mistaken, I recall that particular area is one of them.  It is engaging our 

attention and we are fixing all of the pipes as financing allows us to do.   

Contraction of Malaria 

(Details of) 

253. Sen. Taharqa Obika asked the hon. Minister of Health:  
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Given reports that persons have contracted malaria locally, can the Minister 

advise as to the following:  

(i) the number of confirmed cases of malaria in Trinidad and Tobago in 

the years 2017, 2018 and as at March 31, 2019;  

(ii) how many, if any, deaths have resulted from such cases; and  

(iii) what measures are being implemented to manage said situation?  

The Minister of Health (Hon. Terrence Deyalsingh):  Thank you very much, 

Madam President.  Answer to part (i): The number of laboratory confirmed cases 

of malaria in Trinidad and Tobago for the period 2017 to present are as follows: 

2017, 12 confirmed cases of which all were imported; 2018, 40 confirmed cases of 

which two were local and 38 were imported.  As of March 31, 2019, there were 

five confirmed cases, all of which were imported.   

Part (ii): to date, there are no deaths, no deaths, resulting from any of the 

above laboratory confirmed malaria cases.   

Part (iii): the following measures were and are being implemented to 

manage the confirmed cases of malaria. 

In July 2018, almost 10 months ago, the establishment of inter-ministerial 

committee to respond to the threat of malaria in Trinidad and Tobago, tasked with 

providing oversight, direction and advice to the Minister of Health as well as 

developing policies and strategies for the prevention of malaria reintroduction and 

the strengthening of capacity to respond to malaria.  The Committee brings 

together stakeholders in a holistic approach to treat with threat of malaria and 

comprises the representatives of the following Ministries and bodies, including the 

Ministry of Health, Ministry of Finance, Foreign and Caricom Affairs, National 

Security, Tourism, the Tobago House of Assembly, the Caribbean Public Health 

Agency and the Pan American Health Organization.   
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The Committee has recently developed a national action plan that focuses on 

the following key pillars:  

 Human surveillance to migration to train officers of air and seaports to 

identify all entrants and leavers with symptoms of malaria.   

 Vector control and the environment for the application of treatment, 

environmental and entomological surveillance and investigation of 

contacts.   

 Clinical intervention with the use of WHO protocol for the treatment 

and care of persons affected with malaria.   

 Public education to ensure both regular ports of entry, sea and airport 

and immigration centres are provided with the health education 

material to travellers and migrants.   

 Risk communication strategies to mitigate the risk and provide a 

response to the malaria outbreak if it occurs and has occurred, 

presently occurring in Venezuela, and the migration of Venezuelans 

into our country.   

 The use of rapid diagnosing testing kits to expedite the identification 

of the malaria parasite in persons presenting with symptoms of 

malaria.  This supports earlier applications of treatment, 

environmental and entomological surveillance investigation of 

contacts and especially the application of vector control measures 

within a one-mile radius of a case of malaria, including the use of 

indoor residual spraying, thermal fogging and/or ultralow volume 

activity.   

 The use of standard operating procedures in accordance with WHO 

protocols for the laboratory confirmation of a suspected case of 
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malaria where the immediate use of medication is applied daily until 

six consecutive negative daily smears are obtained.  Thereafter, the 

patient is discharged and with continuous monitoring, smears are done 

once weekly for six weeks and then once monthly for six to 12 

months.   

 And finally, the use of a GIS system to support vector control and 

surveillance measures through the provision of a high-quality 

mapping as well as spatial and temporal analyses of disease, 

entomological, environmental and relevant datasets to make an 

informed decision on the use of resources.   

Thank you very much, Madam President.  

Madam President:  Sen. Obika. 

Sen. Obika:  Thank you, Madam President, and I thank the Minister for that 

detailed answer.  Can the hon. Minister indicate for the public knowledge how they 

can distinguish between having symptoms of the common cold versus malaria?  If 

there are any similarities.  

Madam President:  That question does not arise.  Next question. 

Sen. Obika:  Regarding the indication that the Minister has focused on getting 

National Security and Immigration involved, can the hon. Minister indicate if there 

are any heat monitors or sensors at the ports of entry given that many of the cases 

are imported?  

Hon. T. Deyalsingh:  Madam President, the use of heat monitors and sensors at 

airports and points of entry is very controversial and does not provide accurate 

data.  What we do on ships and planes, the pilots of planes, have to fill out a form 

and port health goes on to those aircrafts and before anybody can disembark, that 

form confirms with the pilot’s signature as the person in charge whether anybody 
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on the plane presents with an unusual fever.  The same thing happens with ships, 

cruise ships and so on and that is how you monitor at ports of entry via aircraft or 

via sea transport.  Thank you very much. 

Madam President:  Another question? 

Sen. Obika:  A final question.  Can the hon. Minister indicate if they have been 

able to identify particular areas in Trinidad and Tobago that malaria is more 

prevalent given the response? 

Madam President:  Minister. 

Hon. T. Deyalsingh:  Thank you very much.  Madam President, malaria is spread 

by Anopheles mosquitoes as opposed to the Aedes aegypti which spreads dengue 

and so on.  The Anopheles mosquito generally but not exclusively prefers brackish 

water around swampy areas, whereas the Aedes aegypti prefers clean, clear 

standing water.  So locally transmitted cases of which we have always had about 

one or two per year, they will tend to be around swampy areas, however imported 

cases which come in, we have no control over those.  So that is the type of 

geographical spatial prevalence of malaria.  But let me confirm again, in terms of 

locally-acquired cases, we have always had in this country about one or two per 

year.  The majority of cases are imported cases.  Thank you very much, Madam 

President. 

Australian Federal Police 

(Updated Information on Procurement of Vessels) 

254. Sen. Taharqa Obika asked the hon. Attorney General:  

Has the Attorney General received updated information from his Australian 

counterpart on the matter reportedly referred to the Australian Federal Police 

involving the procurement of vessels by the Trinidad and Tobago 

Government from Australian shipbuilders Austal and INCAT? 
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The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (Sen. The Hon. Clarence 

Rambharat):  Madam President, on January 15, 2019, the hon. Attorney General 

wrote to his counterpart, the hon. Attorney-General of Australia, Christian Porter 

MP.  The hon. Attorney General did so because he felt obliged to respond to the 

unsubstantiated allegations made by Mr. Devant Maharaj in what can only be 

described as a blatant attempt to mislead both the Australian Government and the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.  Madam President, the Attorney General provided 

a copy of the Prime Minister’s official statement refuting the said allegations.  

Madam President, in response to the question by letter dated 27 February, 2019, 

Mr. Porter responded and indicated that the matter was referred to the Australian 

Federal Police.  I thank you. 

FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION) 

(FINANCIAL YEAR 2019) BILL, 2019 

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Allyson West):  Thank 

you, Madam President.  I beg to move: 

That a Bill to supplement the appropriation of the sum the issue of which 

was authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act 

No. 16 of 2018), be now read a second time. 

Madam President, I rise to open debate on this Bill and my presentation today will 

focus on: supplementation of $1,839,000,000 in 18 areas, the current domestic 

economic scenario, updates on major institutional projects, significant financial 

year 2019 infrastructural projects, major education, health and housing 

programmes and the mid-year fiscal outturn.   

Madam President, this administration assumed office in 2015 under the astute 

leadership of our esteemed Prime Minister, Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley.  Since then, 

the global economy has been shifting and the shadow it casts continues to 
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dominate the domestic economy.  This is a Finance Bill and it has been passed in 

the other place.  The Bill provides for a supplementation of the appropriation for 

the Financial Year 2019 in the sum of $1,839,189,300 to fund urgent and critical 

recurrent and capital expenditure to September 30, 2019.  The supplementary 

appropriation is being sought by way of the Finance (Supplementary 

Appropriation) (Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019, and includes a variation of 

appropriation in the sum of $20,187,071.   

Madam President, four Heads of Expenditure require supplementation in 

excess of $200 million.  They are as follows:  

The Ministry of Finance requires $709 million to reimburse the 

Infrastructure Development Fund vote from which funds were transferred to 

finance the exit cost associated with the Petroleum Company of Trinidad and 

Tobago Limited, Petrotrin.   

The Ministry of National Security requires the sum of $207 million, $124 

million of which is to pay outstanding bills to TSTT for the provision of CCTV 

camera services; $20 million is to pay outstanding bills to MTS for janitorial 

services undertaken within the Fire Services department; $12 million is to facilitate 

the continuation of the Civilian Conservation Corps Programme for the period July 

to September, 2019; $44 million is to replenish funds to the Strategic Services 

Agency which was utilized to settle a civil court matter, and finally under the 

Ministry of National Security, the sum of $7 million is required under the 

Development Programme to fund the service contract for repairs and maintenance 

of the Damen vessels utilized by the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. 

The Ministry of Public Utilities requires the sum of $200 million to meet the 

outstanding amounts owed to Desalcott for the supply of desalinated water.   
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The Ministry of Social Development and Family Services requires the sum 

of $227,548,500 to meet expenditure associated with increases in the senior 

citizens’ pension as a result of the introduction of the new income bands.  Also, 

$19 million was vired to assist flood victims who were affected by the heavy 

rainfall during October and November 2018 and now needs to be replenished.   

Madam President, the other Heads of Expenditure that require funding are as 

follows:  

The Judiciary requires an additional sum of $57,682,800.  The sum of 

$31,682,800 is required to pay salaries and arrears of salaries to contract officers of 

the Family Court due to the revised terms and conditions of employment and funds 

are required to meet the cost of filling critical vacant positions at the Criminal 

Division.  Further, $26 million is needed to meet other expenditure under Goods 

and Services such as arrears of rent owed from fiscal 2018 and for 2019 at 19 

locations, fees for the renewal of subscription for software used at the Family 

Court and services provided by funeral homes and interpreters.   

Madam President, with respect to the Service Commissions Department, the 

sum of $3 million was required to meet expenditure pertaining to assessment for 

the Permanent Secretaries programme and the selection of Deputy Permanent 

Secretaries and the cost of security services.   

Under the Office of the Prime Minister, the sum of $12 million is required to 

facilitate financial support for children assigned to private community residences 

and to meet salaries and operational cost of the Children’s Authority.   

The Personnel Department requires a sum of $2 million to customize and 

outfit new office accommodation to which it is soon to be relocated.  Under 

Pensions and Gratuities, the sum of $18 million is required to facilitate payment of 
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gratuities to contract officers employed in the public service upon satisfactory on 

completion of their contracts.   

Madam President, the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs 

requires the sum of $50 million to meet the payment of outstanding legal fees for 

services provided to the Ministry.   

With respect to the Ministry of Education, the sum of $50 million is 

required.  Of this, the sum of $25,800,000 is needed to meet outstanding amounts 

to invigilators and the cost of examination fees for students.  The difference of 

$24,200,000 is required to pay outstanding balances owed to caterers and suppliers 

under the School Feeding Programme.   

Under the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development, the sum 

of $39,258,000 is required to meet increased expenditure as a result of the 

recruitment of additional on-the-job trainees.  With effect from November 2018, an 

average of 400 trainees per month have been recruited.   

With respect to the Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government, 

$39 million is required as follows: $30 million to meet the payment of Wages and 

COLA, and Goods and Services, including scavenging, the provision of water 

trucking services and rent at the municipal corporations; $8 million is required to 

pay Salaries and COLA, and allowances to 220 municipal police officers, and $1 

million to provide a subvention to assist the Rural Development Company with its 

operational expenses.   

Under the Ministry of Works, the sum of $85,700,000 is required to enable 

NIDCO to meet the cost of $73 million associated with the charter hire of the high-

speed passenger vessel for the inter-island ferry service and to pay severance 

benefits owed to daily-rated workers in sum of $12.7 million.   
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The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development requires the sum of $48 

million of which $20 million is required to pay contractors for the refurbishment at 

HDC apartments; $18 million for works to be conducted under the Housing and 

Village Improvement Programme and $10 million for works to be undertaken in 

the greater Port of Spain region.   

Madam President, with respect to the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, 

the sum of $75 million is required to enhance the TTPS’ crime-fighting 

capabilities.  The funds are needed to pay salaries and allowances to police 

officers, salaries and NIS for contract officers engaged to staff specialized units, 

consultancy services and utilities and to acquire equipment.   

Under the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, the sum of $6 million is 

required to refurbish and procure vehicles for the Embassy and High Commission 

at Washington and London respectively. 

Under the Ministry of Communications, the sum of $10 million is required 

to meet operational expenses at the Trinidad and Tobago Television Company 

Limited due to an increase in live broadcast productions.   

Madam President, it should be noted that funds were provided under the 

Development Programme of the Ministry of Works and Transport for the 

construction of the ANR Robinson International Airport.  However, Cabinet, in 

September 2018, agreed to rescind that decision.  Further, Cabinet agreed that 

Government, through the Ministry of Finance, should enter into a contract with 

NIDCO, the National Infrastructure Development Company Limited, for the 

provision of procurement project and contract management services in respect of 

the construction of the new terminal and associated works at the ANR Robinson 

International Airport at Crown Point in Tobago.  Therefore, the sum of 
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$20,187,071 is being transferred from Head 43: Ministry of Works and Transport 

to Head 18: Ministry of Finance.  This has resulted in a variation of the 

appropriation and it should be noted that the increase and decrease to and from the 

Heads are accommodated within the net supplementary appropriation.   

Madam President, hon. Senators will recall that the 2019 Budget projected 

an overall fiscal deficit of $4,052.1 million or 2.4 per cent of GDP.  For purposes 

of administration of the budget, an overall deficit of $5.114 million was projected 

for the period October 2018 to March 2019, however, based on actual revenue 

received and expenditure incurred, the Government recorded a deficit of only 

$1.850 million in the first six months of the fiscal year.  This was as a result of a 

higher than projected revenue of $706 million and a reduction in expenditure of 

$2.557 billion.   

Madam President, the Senate is asked to note that the Budget Division, in its 

mid-year review of the 2019 Budget, was cognizant that certain areas require 

priority funding in spite of the continued need to monitor spending.  When these 

priority areas are included and adjustments made in other areas, total expenditure 

has been revised to $52,078.4 million, an increase of approximately $302 million.  

Madam President, hon. Senators would also recall that the 2019 Budget was 

predicated on an average oil price of $65 per barrel and a natural gas price of US 

$2.75 per MMBtu. 

In my presentation in the 2019 Budget, I announced that total revenue was 

projected at $47,724.2 million.  The total expenditure was estimated at $51,776.3 

million with the resultant overall fiscal deficit projected of $4.052 billion.  It 

should be noted that the adjustments included in the Supplementary Appropriation 

Bill together with curtailment of expenditure within the Heads of Expenditure, 
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despite the projected net increase of revenue of $221 million will result in a 

moderate increase in the overall position on central Government fiscal operations 

from a deficit of $4.052 billion to $4.575.6 billion.   

In respect of the projected $221 million decrease in revenue, it should be 

noted that taxes from energy companies are anticipated to decrease by $941 

million.  

Taxes from individuals expected to decrease by 305 million and value added tax 

receipts are expected to decrease by 962 million. 

11.00 a.m.  

Madam President, the details of the proposed changes were circulated to all 

Senators and it is anticipated that during the course of the debate the proposals 

contained within the Bill will be addressed by various Members of Government.   

Further, at this juncture let me advise this honourable House that the 

supplementary appropriation for fiscal 2019, of 1,839,000,000 affects 18 Heads of 

Expenditure and comprises Recurrent Expenditure of $1,777,769,300 and 

Development Programme expenditure of $61,420,000.   

Madam President, I wish to advise the Senate that the funds with the 

supplementary appropriation will be sourced from the Consolidated Fund from 

overall savings and expenditure under a number of Sub-Items and projects across 

all Ministries and Departments, as well as from borrowings as required.   

What is our current domestic economic scenario, Madam President? Madam 

President, you may recall that in the budget presentation in October last year, we 

would have recognized a growth figure of 1.9 per cent for 2018 and this was based 

on the CSO’s estimate in its July 2018 outlook.  This was revised to 2.1 per cent in 

the second quarter of 2018, and 1.5 per cent in the third quarter of 2018.  We 
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expect the CSO to present revised growth figures for 2018 and 2019, following 

completion of its work relating to the fourth quarter of 2018.   

Madam President, the fact that our economy remains resilient is exemplified 

in the following economic indicators.  Public sector debt, which has been rising in 

the context of consistent fiscal deficits, has now been stabilized around 62 per cent 

of GDP, well within the standard international benchmarks.  We have nine months 

of import cover, indicating that our official gross foreign reserves exceed typical 

benchmarks of reserve adequacy.  We have healthy and resilient financial buffers.  

As at March 31, 2019, the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund balance amounted to US 

$6,006,000,000 and foreign exchange reserves at the Central Bank amounted to US 

$7.350 billion, a combined amount of US $13.356 billion, and finally sound and 

stable macroeconomic conditions, in particular low and stable inflations, low 

interest rates, as well as stable exchange rates have laid the foundation on which 

savings and investments are generated in an environment of certainty and on which 

we can continue to grow and develop the economy.  

Madam President, the sudden collapse of oil and gas prices in 2014, coupled 

with Trinidad and Tobago’s declining oil and gas production contributed to the 

curtailment of our major revenue streams, which as a people we have had to 

contend with since that period.   

At that time when oil prices collapsed from US $108 per barrel to $43 per 

barrel, the annual budgetary expenditure, under the previous administration, 

reached an all-time high of $63 billion in 2014.  Budget deficits had swollen to $10 

billion and resulted in the Government’s bank account at the Central Bank being 

completely depleted and the overdraft facility of $15billion being siphoned.  After 

three years of managing the economy and taking account of our income flows, we 
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are of the view that expenditure and revenue estimates should be in the 

neighborhood of $50 billion, with some $13 billion less than that which it reached 

at the peak of the last administration. 

Madam President, between 2010 and 2015, the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago benefited from super normal revenues buoyed by high energy commodity 

prices.  But what they did with it was the more important revelation.  Projects that 

bore little relevance to sustainable economic development prevailed.  Even in the 

face of a rapid decline of oil and gas revenues that commenced in 2014, the 

extravagance continued.   

With little breathing room, this administration sequenced economic 

programmes designed to arrest the fallout and begun a series of careful adjustments 

in expenditure to give this country the breathing room to maintain necessary 

operations and avoid the need to enter an IMF programme, an achievement which 

should not be minimized.  In effect, Madam President, we have spared the 

population, especially the most economically exposed among us, the harsh 

austerity programme that might have compromised our social support systems.   

However, even with narrowing revenue streams, we did not forget the 

vulnerable.  And I would like to take this opportunity to remind this honourable 

Senate of some of the fiscal initiatives we undertook to protect that group.  We 

have increased the personal allowance for individuals from $60,000 to $72,000 per 

annum, affording the persons who make $6,000 a month or less a tax-free income.  

This also means that sole traders making $72,000 per year or a net income are now 

exempt from income taxes.   

Additionally, in financial year 2019, we raised the threshold for the payment 

of business levy on gross sales from $200,000 to $360,000, and earlier in our 
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tenure, we increased it by a threshold from $360,000 to $500,000, so that 

businesses with gross annual receipts of less than $500,000 are not now required to 

become VAT registered and to account for that.   

We have increased the food card by $100 for all qualifying groups, at a cost 

of $29.2 million.  We have increased the value of the Public Assistance Grant by 

$150 in all qualifying groups, at a cost of $41.4 million.  We have increased the 

qualifying income cap for Senior Citizens Grant to $6,000, thereby expanding the 

base of eligible senior citizens by almost 27,263 persons, at a cost of $194 million.  

We have amended the stamp duty exemption threshold for residential property 

from $850,000 to $1.5 million for first-time homeowners, at a cost of $12.5million.  

We continue to maintain our efforts to reverse the impairments of our fiscal 

account, with both targeted revenue-raising measures and efficient expenditure, so 

as not to adversely impact our nation's citizens. 

In respect of energy production, Madam President, our medium-term 

framework envisages for growth of around 2 per cent in 2021, as we are 

strengthening the other supporting policies, strategies and reforms to ensure that 

growth over the long-term would be sustainable.  The energy sector remains an 

important driver in our GDP and practice heavily in this medium-term framework.   

Natural gas production increased in 2018 to an average of 36.3billion 

standard cubic feet per day, an 8 per cent increase over the 2017 average of 3.36 

bcf per day.  Further, gas production continues to increase and is expected to reach 

an average of 3.8 bcf per day in 2019.  Indeed, production is already averaging 

3.381 bcf per day in the first quarter of 2019. 

Petroleum production is projected to stabilize in 2019, and thereafter trend 

steadily upwards from 60,000 barrels per day in 2019, to over 80,000 barrels per 
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day in 2023.  And this is strongly influenced by the activities of the Heritage 

Petroleum Company Limited, which has begun to ramp up its exploration and 

production activities, and this will factor significantly in the expanded output.   

It is hoped that, following the robust procurement process for a 

refinery/investor/operator to assume control and operation of the refining plant 

now housed at Guaracara Refining Limited, that an operator will soon be 

identified, and that the operations can resume by December 2019, without the $2 

billion a year burden previously borne by the people of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Caribbean Gas Chemicals Limited, Methanol to Dimethyl Ether Plant at La 

Brea is also scheduled to commence operations this year, and is expected to 

generate lasting high employment and empowerment in that area.   

In respect of our institutional products, Madam President, I first refer to the 

matter in respect of which I laid a report this morning, that is, the Trinidad and 

Tobago Revenue Authority.   

The Ministry of Finance is proceeding with—efforts are continuing to 

establish the Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority.  The draft legislation was 

before a Joint Select Committee of Parliament, which held consultations with 

stakeholders.  The final report of that Committee was submitted in the other place 

just two days ago and in this place this morning.   

The next stage is to debate the report and hopefully pass the long-awaited 

Bill, with the support of all parliamentarians, so that we can raise the performance 

of that most significant arm of government machinery.   

The groundwork for establishing the TTRA continues to progress at a steady 

pace, with the completion of the strategic framework for the operation of the 

TTRA, the business process re-engineering component and the drafting of a 
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detailed organization design for the new entity, which will promote greater 

efficiency and effectiveness in revenue collection.  Work on the job classification 

and evaluation exercise is nearing completion and continuous extensive 

stakeholder engagements continue to inform the process for the establishment of 

the TTRA. 

With respect to the gambling industry, the Joint Select Committee has 

completed its clause-by-clause review of the Bill and has thoroughly examined and 

considered the Gambling Consultant’s Report.  In this regard, both the list of 

amendments and the consolidated Bill are completed and under the review of the 

hon. Attorney General.  Once approved, it will be submitted to the committee for 

inclusion in the final report to be laid in the Parliament.  It is anticipating that the 

Gambling (Gaming and Betting) Control Bill, 2016, will be debated during the 

course of this year. 

To update you on our major infrastructural projects, the new dry dock and 

shipping repair facility at La Brea, the market assessment and feasibility studies 

have been completed for that facility and we are aiming, via a private/public 

partnership, to roll out the project in July of this year.  The Moruga 

agro-processing and light industrial park will soon transit from design to 

construction stage.   

The San Fernando/Point Fortin Highway works are in progress, with 

completion scheduled to December 2020.  The Churchill Roosevelt Highway 

extension to Sangre Grande is being constructed in phases, with completion 

scheduled for January 2020.  The Valencia to Toco highway is now at an advanced 

stage of design completion and environmental impact assessment.  The Moruga 

Main Road is being rehabilitated, with scheduled completion in 2021.  The coastal 
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protection works in several areas are re-establishing coastal communities.  

Preparation for the construction of a new modern airport terminal in Tobago is well 

advanced.  Construction work is scheduled to commence in December 2019, with 

completion expected in early 2021.   

Caribbean Airlines, in 2018, provided 1,053,910 seats to and from Tobago 

with usage of 86 per cent or 962,302 seats.  In the first three months of 2019, CAL 

has provided 250,071 seats, with utilization of 223,991 seats or 90 per cent.  

Caribbean Airlines, under this Government, has moved from perennial loss making 

to sustainable profitability.  [Desk thumping]  

In mid-2020, the arrangements on the sea bridge would be further upgraded 

and rationalized with the arrival of two brand new state-of-the-art fast ferries now 

under construction for Trinidad and Tobago by Austal Ships Pty. Limited and 

INCAT Tasmania Limited.  [Desk thumping] In the interim, a modern fast ferry 

has been leased for a one-year period and will arrive shortly.   

In the very near future, approval would be granted to the Tobago House of 

Assembly to raise loan financing on the local market in the sum of $300million for 

a number of development projects in Tobago. 

Madam President, in the three and a half years of our stewardship, we have 

repaired our fiscal accounts, appropriately addressed the collapse in government 

revenues and return the economy to growth, expected to be stabilized at 

approximately 2 per cent annually by 2021.  [Desk thumping] 

To give you updates on some major areas in the economy, starting with 

education, the Government Assistance for Tuition Expenses (GATE), a 

revolutionary programme of the People's National Movement, although other 

people claim credit for this, it was launched in 2004, and the Higher Education 
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Loan Programme or HELP, together with three universal education at both the 

primary and secondary school levels are generating a cadre of human resources to 

meet the requirements of our growing economy.   

In respect of health, our hospital development strategy will provide access to 

quality healthcare for our citizens throughout Trinidad and Tobago. The Arima 

Hospital is more than 75 per cent completed.  The Port of Spain Hospital is more 

than 60 per cent completed.  The proposed Sangre Grande Hospital and the 

reconstruction of the Port of Spain General Hospital central block are at early 

stages of commencement of work, while the delivery of health care at the Couva 

Hospital will commence shortly.  [Desk thumping] 

In respect of housing, we are continuing within our quest to provide quality 

housing to address the high demand that exists for such houses.  We are 

completing previously stalled projects with almost a thousand units already 

delivered.  We are also initiating new projects and providing safe and secure 

housing units for eligible citizens.  

Under the Aided Self-Help Housing Programme, 700 qualifying individuals 

are now preparing to construct their own homes on residential service lots 

developed by the Housing Development Corporation.  Under the Housing and 

Village Improvement Programme, 57 houses are being reconstructed or improved 

in the first village identified for attention, which is Samuel Cooper Road in 

Moruga; and under the public/private partnership arrangement, 201 units are being 

constructed in Cunupia; 72 units in Fyzabad; 116 units in Mount Hope; 98 units in 

Trestrail, Arima; 58 units in Malabar, Arima; 53 units in Corinth; 102 units in 

Harmony Hall, Marabella; 86 units in Preau Village, Moruga; 210 units in South 

Quay, Port of Spain; 65 units in Gomez Trace, Moruga; and 504 units in Curepe.  
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The involvement of the private sector is being consolidated with the 

well-timed and commendable decision of Republic Bank to secure a US $75 

million loan from the International Finance Corporation, the private sector arm of 

the World Bank group, to assist in home construction, especially for 

middle-income households.  We are ensuring that our housing construction 

programme, including the public/private partnership arrangement, is put on a 

self-sustaining basis, given our objective to complete 6,000 units by 2020, and to 

roll out 3,000 units per annum thereafter. 

The proceeds of our first issue of housing bonds, at the attractive rate of 4.5 

per cent per annum over five years, due within the next two months, [Desk 

thumping] will be utilized to immediately accelerate the housing construction 

programme with the proceeds from mortgages issued by the TTMF being utilized 

to finance, on an ongoing basis, development and sale of houses.   

Our mid-year outturn, Madam President.  Madam President, for the 

six-month period ending March 2019, revenue was $706 million above the 

projected revenue estimated in the context of the budgeted $47.724 billion.  

Conversely, expenditure in the first half of 2019 was $2,557,000,000 below the 

programmed expenditure, estimated in the context of the budgeted $51.776 billion.  

The 2019 budget had estimated a fiscal deficit of $4.052 billion for the year for the 

six-month period ending March 2019, a deficit of 5.114 billion was projected, but 

an amount of 1.851 billion was actually realized.  Madam President, this represents 

a solidification of the economic stabilization programme we have embarked upon 

since assuming office and have provided a platform for us to launch continued 

economic growth and development. 

In respect of our revenue, the increase in Government's revenue by $706 
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million in the first half of 2019 was mainly due to higher than anticipated receipts 

from taxes on income of 197 million, taxes on international trade of 28 million; 

non-tax revenue of 105 million and capital revenue of 926 million.  These 

increases were partly offset by lower than anticipated receipts from taxes on goods 

and services.   

Madam President, the higher than projected performance of taxes on income 

and profits was primarily due to the higher receipts of $452.7 million from 

companies consequent on the increased rate of corporation tax on commercial 

banks.  But the lower than projected receipts of $3.5 million from oil companies 

reduced the performance of companies in general.   

Non-tax revenue performed above expectations due, in the main, to equity 

profits from the Central Bank and profits of state enterprises.  Capital revenue was 

also higher than expected due in the main, to a number of transactions related to 

the repayment of debt to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago by Clico.  

Recurrent expenditure, Madam President, recorded outturns lower than the 

anticipated $23.6 billion, with declines in Goods and Services and interest 

payments amounting to $1.474 billion. 

Madam President, we intend to direct resources into areas that would 

support not only the private sector, this business activity, but also in enhancing 

growth and development.  We are focusing on infrastructural roll-out, including 

roads, highways, bridges and hospitals.  We are also focusing on, propose to focus 

on, with this adjustment, discharging arrears to commercial suppliers and 

contractors, as well as liquidating VAT refunds and thereafter putting such refunds 

on a current basis, with a view to improving the business conditions of our 

suppliers and VAT registrants in order that they can take advantage of emerging 
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opportunities. 

Madam President, to drive the economy in the areas of infrastructure, as well 

as to build our capital relation with the commercial sector on a current basis, total 

expenditure has been revised upwards to $52.078 billion, an increase of 

approximately $302 million over the budgeted figure for 2019.   

On the other hand, total revenue, which was budgeted at 47.724 billion is 

projected to fall by 729 million to $47.003 billion, with a resultant overall deficit 

of $5.05 billion, compared to the 4.052 billion that was budgeted. 

In light of weakening oil prices the oil price assumption, as obtained in the 

2019 Budget Statement, will be lowered to $60 per barrel of oil.  But, with gas 

prices averaging $3.26 per MMBtu, over the period October 2018 to April 2019, 

the gas price assumption has been revised upwards to US $3.00 per MMBtu from 

$2.75, as obtained in the 2019 budget. 

Madam President, as I stated earlier, the supplementary appropriation of 

$1,839,189,300 is required to cover liabilities on hand and to meet expenditure to 

the end of the fiscal year and affect 18 Heads of Expenditure as detailed hereunder: 

The Judiciary, $57,682,800; Services Commissions, $3 million; Office of the 

Prime Minister, $12 million; Personnel Department, $2 million; Ministry of 

Finance, $729,187,071; Pensions and Gratuities, $18 million; Ministry of National 

Security, $207 million; Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs, $50 

million; Ministry of Education, $50 million; Ministry of Labour and Small 

Enterprise Development, $39,258,000; Ministry of Public Utilities, $200,000; 

Ministry of Rural— 

Madam President:  Minister, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  Thank you, Madam President.  Ministry of Rural 
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Development and Local Government, $39 million; Ministry of Works and 

Transport, $65,512,929; Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, $48 

million; Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, $75 million; Ministry of Foreign and 

Caricom Affairs, $6 million; Ministry of Communication, $10 million; and 

Ministry of Social Development and Family Services, $227,548,500.   

Madam President, hon. Senators are asked to be cognizant of the fact that the 

majority of the supplementary appropriation is in respect of current transfers and 

subsidies and represents claims on hand and projecting liabilities to the end of the 

fiscal year, which cannot be avoided.   

Madam President, I wish at this time to assure the honourable Senate and the 

general public that this administration will continue to manage the country's 

financial resources in 2019 and beyond in a prudent manner, thereby ensuring that 

the additional financial resources would be utilized in the most efficient manner.    

Madam President, I now wish to commend to the Senate the Finance 

(Supplementary Appropriation) (Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019.  The object of 

this Bill is to supplement the appropriation provided for by the Appropriation 

(Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act No. 16 of 2018), by authorizing the issue 

from the Consolidated Fund in the sum of $1,839,189,300. 

Madam President, I would like to end with a quote from the esteemed South 

African President, Nelson Mandela, who said:  

“After climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to 

climb.” 

Madam President, this PNM Government will continue to build upon the successes 

we have achieved to date in every facet of our efforts.  We will continue to climb 

that hill and we will persevere for the benefit of all citizens of our beloved country 
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of Trinidad and Tobago.  Madam President, I thank you and I beg to move.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Question proposed. 

Sen. Wade Mark:  Thank you, Madam President.  Madam President, I am pleased 

to join this debate on another ritual that we have grown accustomed to 

experiencing in this House.  It is: 

“A Bill to supplement the appropriation of the sum the issue of which was 

authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2018”   

Madam President, we are not impressed with the Minister in the Ministry of 

Finance’s statement.  It is the same old same old.   

And, Madam President, we will demonstrate that the Minister stayed very clear, 

from indicating to this Parliament what was the likely projected growth for 2018 

and, of course, 2019, we went into 2021.   

11.30 a.m.  

Madam President, it is a fallacy for any government to assume any turnaround as 

they are claiming, of an economy, or of this economy, merely on the basis of a 

meagre increase in the country’s GDP.  The World Bank has offered a 0.7 per cent 

increase for 2018.  But Madam President, the truth is, that the economy is still 

experiencing some very serious level of macro-economic instability, and this is 

manifested in growing fiscal deficits; increasing primary imbalances, particularly 

on our current accounts; declining foreign exchange reserves; rising levels of 

public sector debt, including the foreign debt component; increasing levels of 

unemployment, Madam President, combined with growing underemployment. And 

therefore the premise of the Government that the economy is growing, or has 

grown, is really a figment of their imagination, because the macro-economic 
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indicators which are present and I have outlined, are all heading towards the south, 

and therefore it is a colossal fallacy for the Government to assume or to try to fool 

the nation, that there is some turnaround.   

I think the Government has turned its back on the population, and Madam 

President, we can see this when we look at what is happening to businesses in our 

country.  Businesses are losing hope in this land.  You have UWI and UTT 

graduands by the hundreds, Madam President, who cannot find employment. They 

are engaged in underemployment activities.  Low and semi-skilled workers are 

desperately in search of employment.  The confidence of consumers has collapsed.  

They boast about 1 per cent inflation, but you must have one per cent because 

nobody is buying anything, the people are not buying. [Desk thumping] So the 

inflation rate must be low and, Madam President, families are struggling to make 

two ends meet under this useless and incompetent PNM administration.   

Madam President, if the truth be told, the Government under this PNM 

regime has crashed the economy.  They have crashed the economy.  [Desk 

thumping] People have lost confidence in this Government.  Madam President, 

there is closure of several businesses in our country, there is mass and rising 

unemployment in our country.   

Madam President, would you believe that this country, this Government, has 

received collectively, more revenue than the People’s Partnership during the first 

three years? They have received more revenue.  

[MR. VICE-PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

In fact, we have estimated, Mr. Vice-President, that they have received more than 

$5.5 billion more, in their first three years than the PP. But you know what, Mr. 

Vice-President?  The PNM has continued to erode business confidence, investor 
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confidence, in our country and their policies are inimical to meaningful economic 

and financial growth.   

I want to remind you, Mr. Vice-President, according to the Auditor General, 

this PNM spent $57 billion in expenditure in 2016, $55 billion in 2017, $54 billion 

in 2018 and they going fast along a road of $57 billion if you take what they are 

proposing today at the end of 2019.  And the figures are there in the Auditor 

General’s Report, Mr. Vice-President.  So, this PNM Government has spent over 

$223 billion in the last three and a half years to four years, Mr. Vice-President, and 

they have not done—they have nothing to show for it. Mr. Vice-President, it is 

almost equivalent to $172,000 for every single man, woman and child.   

So, Mr. Vice-President, where is this money going?  It is going to the 

friends, family and financiers of the PNM. That is where the money is going.  

[Desk thumping]  In the Government we have agents of big business promoting big 

business interest.  Mr. Vice-President, 40,000 citizens we have estimated, this 

Government through the CSO has not produced any unemployment figures since 

the last quarter of 2017, no figures have been produced. We have estimated 

between 40,000 to 50,000 citizens have lost their jobs in this country.   

Mr. Vice-President, under this Government half of the country cannot even 

receive water, they cannot even supply water to the nation. [Desk thumping] The 

Minister of Public Utilities is a complete failure.  [Desk thumping] Mr. 

Vice-President, there is no access to foreign exchange for small and medium size 

businesses in this country.  You have thousands of workers who have lost their 

jobs, because of PNM’s insensitive and incompetent policies in terms of economic 

policies. And those workers are unable to service their mortgages.  They are about 

to lose their homes many of them.   
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The country’s GDP has collapsed under the weight of PNM incompetence, 

Mr. Vice-President, you only have to look at the annual report of the Central Bank 

to see where there was a violent contraction in our economy in 2016 under this 

Government.  Mr. Vice-President, would you believe that even under the Minister 

of Trade and Industry the manufacturing sector has contracted and their capacity at 

this time is about 66.4 per cent. That is what is taking place. It is the lowest since 

2014, Mr. Vice-President.  That is the experience that people have under this 

Government.   

So the manufacturing sector is unable to expand their operation they have 

spared capacity in this country, and therefore the economic experience of the vast 

majority of working people is one of stress, distress and growing anxiety.  The 

psychological state of the working class is one of fear, insecurity and uncertainty.  

[Desk thumping] And among the middle class, it is impending financial disaster, as 

many become extremely challenged to satisfy and honour their mortgage 

payments.  All these developments are taking place, Mr. Vice-President, in the 

context of continued recklessness on the part of this Government, wastage, 

corruption and massive mismanagement of the country’s finances and the 

economy.   

Mr. Vice-President, the economy contracted between 2016 and 2018 by 6.5 

per cent, the sharpest contraction in more than three decades, Mr. Vice-President.  

Our economy, under this regime, is 10 per cent smaller than it was four years ago. 

The non-energy sector is languishing, every sector is contracting, whether it be 

agriculture, construction and others.  Mr. Vice-President, this Government has not 

been able to bring to this country any new foreign direct investments flows since 

they came to office.  In fact, there has been a net outflow of foreign investment, 
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Mr. Vice-President.  

So the question here is that is PNM that has not been able to bring about any 

meaningful turnaround as they claim. What they have done is to impose a series or 

plethora of regressive taxes on our citizens. Mr. Vice-President, you will recall that 

they in fact removed VAT and in fact, they introduced VAT on 12,000 food items. 

Citizens must never forget this. They introduced, Mr. Vice-President, the 

controversial property tax. The PNM was defeated on that. In 2010, they 

reintroduced it. Mr. Vice-President, higher corporate taxes on businesses and 

banks, online taxes and they have continued this. Mr. Vice-President, so we look at 

the reality of T&T, Trinidad and Tobago is under severe stress under this PNM, 

every area you can think about, Mr. Vice-President.  

When we look at the balance of payments, Trinidad and Tobago’s external 

accounts according to the Central Bank’s latest annual survey, recorded a deficit of 

$904.5 million which is about 1.5 per cent of GDP during the first nine months of 

2018, Mr. Vice-President, this is what is going on here. Our gross foreign 

exchange reserves is down to $7.3 billion less than seven months of import cover. 

As we are told, I understand the Minister said eight months.  Mr. Vice-President, 

we are not going to get involved in any statistical tug of war with this Government. 

They are bullying their way in many respects in different parts of the world. We 

await what the IMF will say at the end of July, as it relates to latest data that they 

are being called upon to supply to the IMF.  

Mr. Vice-President, when we look at the hard data that is before us, the 

labour force participation rate, according to the Central Bank, has been down at the 

end of 2017 to 58.3 per cent.  Mr. Vice-President, this is the state of affairs in our 

country.  You have close to 368,000 citizens between 15 and over 65 who can 
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work, who are willing to work, Mr. Vice-President, but the Government has not 

been able to put them to work.   

Many people have lost their jobs in the construction sector.  Over 12,000 

fewer workers are employed in that sector today. According to the Central Bank, 

job losses occurred in the energy sector, 3.9 thousand; in the community, social 

and personnel services sector, 2.7 thousand jobs lost; in the transport, storage and 

communications sector, 1,900; and losses at TSTT, 709 workers have been sent 

home.  We understand the Judiciary is planning to send home about 600 workers in 

a restructuring exercise that is taking place—[Interruption]—that is what we are 

being told.   

Hon. Senator:  By whom? 

Sen. W. Mark:  Information coming out from the Public Services Association— 

Hon. Senator:  PSA. 

Sen. W. Mark:—is saying that the Judiciary plans to put 600 workers on the 

breadline through a restructuring exercise.  You go and talk to the PSA about that. 

Hon. Senator:  You talk to them. 

Sen. W. Mark:  Mr. Vice-President, as I said they have sent home close to 9,000 

workers at Petrotrin; that is what this Government has done.  And therefore, the 

Government has betrayed the working people of our country.  [Desk thumping]  

They have betrayed our people, Mr. Vice-President.  So when we look at the 

figures, Mr. Vice-President, we realize that the Government is not really 

generating new revenues, any new revenues, Mr. Vice-President.   

I want to ask the hon. Minister, because she made—the hon. Minister made 

reference to housing and something called the village and housing programme.  

Mr. Vice-President, I want to ask the Government pointedly whether they are using 
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public money, taxpayers’ money, to build houses identified by parliamentarians in 

marginal constituencies so that they can voter pad and house pad and whether that 

is not equivalent to misbehaviour in public office. [Desk thumping]  Mr. 

Vice-President, we are allocating $18 million towards some village programme, 

housing development programme, but the Minister was very, very—she was very 

careful in not dealing with it.  But, Mr. Vice-President, I will deal with it, we will 

deal with it.   

What this Government has been doing over the last two to three years, they 

have targeted four marginal constituencies: Moruga/Tableland, the constituency of 

St. Joseph, Toco/Sangre Grande and San Fernando West.  And you know what 

they are doing, Mr. Vice-President? In the case of Moruga and San Fernando West, 

they conducted a social survey, and after conducting the social survey they spoke 

to the Member of Parliament, and the Member of Parliament was able to identify 

needy people in those constituencies. I am talking about two PNM constituencies 

using public money in two PNM constituencies.   

You know what they are now doing, Mr. Vice-President? They have gone a 

step further, no more social surveys. “They gone” directly to the Member of 

Parliament in St. Joseph and the Member of Parliament in Toco/Sangre Grande and 

they are asking them to identify needy people so that they can construct homes in 

the marginal constituencies for PNM supporters. It is criminal, it is misbehaviour 

in public office and this is a matter that you will hear more from us on, Mr. 

Vice-President.   

This cannot be fair, you are dealing with all of our money. I pay taxes, every 

citizen pays taxes. You refuse to build houses in Naparima, you refuse to go and 

give support in places like Princes Town, but here you are using taxpayers’ money, 
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$18 million, in four PNM marginal constituencies. Mr. Vice-President, that is not 

right. And we must expose the PNM for what they are doing, they are using 

taxpayers’ money in order to voter pad and to house pad in four marginal 

constituencies.  

Mr. Vice-President:  Sen. Mark, as much as you are talking about building houses 

in whatever constituencies and what is happening with MPs, what you are saying 

about voter padding is imputing improper motives, and I would ask you to refrain 

from going down that line.   

Sen. W. Mark:  Mr. Vice-President, I call on the Minister of Housing and Urban 

Development, I call on the Government to dispute what I am saying. I am not 

imputing any improper motives, Mr. Vice-President. I am giving you facts that the 

PNM government, I am not calling on any individual, the PNM government is 

using our taxpayers’ money to target marginal constituencies. That is the point I 

am making. 

Hon. Senator:  To help the citizens of— 

Sen. W. Mark:  Help what citizens? You are identifying PNM supporters.  

Mr. Vice-President:  Sen. Mark.  The pointing and shouting across the floor, 

please just temper a little bit. 

Sen. W. Mark:  I will just temper, Sir.  But you see I do not like advantage, I do 

not like injustice. I understand, Mr. Vice-President.  I would like the hon. Minister 

to tell this Parliament, how were these constituencies selected? How were they 

identified, Mr. Vice-President? This is not fair, Mr. Vice-President. They need to 

come clean and tell us what is going on in that area, Mr. Vice-President. It is not 

fair.  Mr. Vice-President, that is an area that we have a lot of information on and 

we have more to say on that, but I will suffice it to say at this time we will not go 
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further on this matter.   

I want to say that we are in support of giving Tobago the right to come on 

the market to raise money. But I want to tell you something, we want proper 

accountability in Tobago. Too many misappropriations, too many unaudited 

accounts since 2007. The last audited report from the Auditor General after 

spending billions of dollars, is 2007 and you want to go and give the THA the 

power to go and raise money and you have no systems of proper accountability in 

Tobago.  Let us say accountability and then you give them the power to raise 

money on the market.  That is what I would like to say on this matter of giving 

Tobago the power to raise funds, Mr. Vice-President, on the open market. 

Mr. Vice-President, there are some areas I would like the hon. Minister to 

provide some clarity as we go along.  I would like, Mr. Vice-President, for the hon. 

Minister to tell us what is happening with the whole question of this Train 1?  I 

would hope the Minister of Finance would find the time today to share with us 

what is the position of the Government on this idea of Train 1.  We know that there 

is a pending closure and mothballing of Train 1— 

Sen. Khan:  I will deal with that.  

Sen. W. Mark:—and I would like clarity on this matter.  We would like to know if 

it is going to create unemployment in Point Fortin.  We would like to know what 

will happen to the small contractors and service providers, if you have no gas 

going to Train 1, according to BPTT. Up to this morning on television, Mr. 

Vice-President, BPTT is telling the whole world, no gas in 2020 and 2021.  We are 

saying let us know what is going to happen, whether there will be a negative 

impact, Mr. Vice-President, on the jobs and the economic activity in that part of 

the country.   



48 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. Mark (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

We also would like to know, there has been a major economic fallout from 

the closure of Petrotrin and the negative consequences, you know, are being felt by 

thousands of workers who have been affected and especially contractors in south 

Trinidad.  What is taking place, Madam President, is a pattern of what I call de-

industrialization of our country.  It started under the PNM with the closure of 

ArcelorMittal in 2016, followed by two methanol plants in 2017. Then they closed 

down the refinery in 2018. Now, we are hearing about Train 1 not being able to 

function in 2020.  We need to know what is going on.   

There has been no drilling in Trinmar for over three years and Trinmar is 

based in Point Fortin. Tell us what is going on.  Madam President, the Government 

when they shut down Petrotrin they never told the country that they would be 

taking out according to the Minister over $700 million from the IDF to fund 

settlement packages for workers of Petrotrin. Today we are being asked to approve 

that.  But at the time they did not tell us that they were doing that, Madam 

President.   

Could the Minister explain to us, that is, the Minister of Energy and Energy 

Industries, what about the US $850 million bullet payment due in 2009? 

Sen. Khan:  Nineteen. 

Sen. W. Mark: In 2019 rather, August, in three months’ time rather.  We have 

heard nothing about that.  What is the status of the refinancing of this bond along 

with the other 2007 bond?  So we need to get some answers.   

Madam President, the closure of Petrotrin has left a cloud of economic and 

mental depression in the south of Trinidad.  The closure of Petrotrin was executed 

and engineered by what I call the economic elite that have no connection 
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whatsoever with south Trinidad or with the working people of south Trinidad.  

That is what has happened, Madam President.   

As I am on the matter of energy, Madam President, I would like the hon. 

Minister to explain to this country why did he as the Minister of Energy and 

Energy Industries in a paid advertisement in the Express, Monday the 13th of May, 

2019,  why did the Minister revoke an order for shallow water competitive bidding 

and he made a number of changes including the question about the weights?  For 

example, in 5 of this article that I have here on page 47 of the Express of Monday 

the 13th of May, 2019, and I quote:   

“Schedule 6 to the Order is amended in the first table under the heading─ 

(a) ‘Points per Unit’, by deleting the words ‘10’ and ‘0.026 per km2’ 

 and substituting the words ‘5’ and ‘0.017 per km2’, 

 respectively…  

(b) ‘Maximum Points’, by deleting the words ‘10’ and ‘15’ and 

substituting the words ‘5’ and ‘10’, respectively.” 

It is signed by: 

“F.A. Khan, Minister of Energy…”   

Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, through the hon. President, kindly 

explain this sudden and inexplicable revocation of an order that was issued by the 

Ministry under your pen. And then this bid, Madam President, as I understand it, 

closes on May the 20th and the Minister on the 13th of May revoked certain 

commitments that were given in a previous order let us know what is behind this, 

because we are doing our research on this one, and we want the Minister to come 

clean on this matter.   

Madam President, we know that our country is under a lot of stress as a 
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result of PNM. The only people who are benefiting from the PNM policies, 

Madam President, are the bankers.  My friend who was a former Republic Bank 

manager would know this.  The bankers are benefiting. That is why, for instance, 

the Minister of Finance could boast that these are the people who are benefiting, 

Republic Bank, as an example. They are benefiting. 

12.00 p.m. 

Madam President, I would like the Minister to tell this country how a non-

existent fly-by-night organization was able in less than four years, to increase its 

asset base from $115 million to $350 million?  This is something that we want to 

get cleared up.  Because this is an institution that was born in 2012/2013, and, 

Madam President, in no time their asset base went from $115 million—I am telling 

you, Madam President, the people who are benefiting from the Government’s 

economic policy, it is not the squatters, it is not the security guards, it is not the 

ordinary people who are benefiting. It is a clique, an economic elite that is 

benefiting [Desk thumping] and we are seeing it here. So, they moved from 115 to 

$350 million in less than three years, Madam President. I would say four years.   

Their customer deposit base was $71 million. By the end of 2017, it went up 

to $268 million.  How come?  We need an explanation from the Government, why 

this little company, fly-by-night, was able to reach that kind of base.  And you 

know what is nice, Madam President?  Shareholder equity, it started at $82 million 

in 2014, $82 million, and you know by the end of 2017, it is the same $82 million.  

They “eh” making no injection in terms of capital or shareholder equity. They are 

taking from the State. You know who they are taking from? Tringen. They are 

taking from NIB; they are taking from the Home Mortgage Bank; they are taking 

from UDeCOTT, Madam President. I want answers, this is something—no, you 
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need to answer this, the Government needs to answer this; this is a serious matter. 

The Government, maybe it is not aware, but Madam President—the Government, 

maybe it is not aware, but they are using taxpayers’ money in order to promote 

private interests, and we need answers.   

So, we call on the Government today to tell us what is happening with this 

almost non-existent organization, this fly-by-night organization, called NCB 

Global Finance. We want to know what is going on with NCB Global Finance.   

Hon. Senator: It is not fly-by-night. 

Sen. W. Mark:  Well, whatever incarnation it was, I am saying in 2013 it was 

born, NCB Global Finance.   

Madam President, I would like to tell this honourable Senate that the 

bossman of this company is a gentleman from Jamaica who lives in Canada, and 

who has just taken over Guardian Holdings Limited.  I do not have to call names 

because you would not want me to do that at this time.  I “eh” calling names.  

What I can say is, when I look at the directors of NCB Global Finance, I am seeing 

some names here that have me cringing.  

Madam President:  Sen. Mark, you have five more minutes.  

Sen. W. Mark:  Madam President, I would like to know whether the Government 

knows about this, and the Prime Minister needs to tell us: Why did he take 

UDeCOTT under his wings on the 14th, and on the 15th, a loan amounting to $180 

million was signed between UDeCOTT and this company called NCB Global 

Finance?  We want answers. Is it accidental?   And there is a brother of a senior 

Government Minister who is not only the CEO, but he is also a director on the 

board of directors of NCB Global Finance. [Crosstalk] So, Madam President, I 

would like this Government to look at this question, and Madam President, the 
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Minister is boasting about suppression of expenditure and how much they saved 

and how much they “eh” save.  

Madam President, I want to bring to your attention, in closing, that there are 

workers in the teaching profession, they are called School Supervisors. They have 

not been paid since September.  In fact, from 2017 to the present time, they have 

not been paid their motor vehicle upkeep and travelling allowances, and they 

cannot visit schools.  So, whilst the Minister is boasting that they are saving on 

expenditure, they are not saving, they are suppressing and they are not paying.  We 

call on the Government to pay the School Supervisors their travelling allowances. 

[Desk thumping] They have not been paid since September of 2017.  Why are you 

not paying them their moneys?  So, we call on the Government to take action in 

that regard.  

Madam President, I want to tell this Government, in closing, I have looked 

at section 3 of the Exchequer and Audit Act, and the Government is acting 

unlawfully and illegally by varying $20 million from one Head, Ministry of Works 

and Transport and transferring it to the Ministry of Finance and not coming here 

for approval.  It is illegal, it is unlawful, it is contrary to the Exchequer and Audit 

Act, and I call on the Minister in the Ministry of Finance to pay attention to this 

matter.  

Madam President, I want to say in closing, that—you know, we have the 

Government of this country through its leader, always talking about wanting to bolt 

things to people’s chests. [Laughter] I want to say in closing, that I want to seal 

and bolt to the Prime Minister’s chest, a number of matters that we want answers, 

and the people want answers.  They want answers on the sellout of Petrotrin; [Desk 

thumping] they want answers on the sellout of this AV Drilling who stole $100 
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million; [Desk thumping] they want answers on the inexplicable transfer of $180 

million from NCB Global Finance to UDeCOTT; they want answers on the 

scandal surrounding the acquisition of several ferries on the seabridge; they want 

the Government to answer on the 1,660 citizens who have been murdered in the 

last 3½ years; [Desk thumping] they want the Government to answer why they 

have failed to proclaim the Public Procurement Act, whilst a lot of contracts are 

being awarded; they want the Government to indicate why they have closed and 

presided over the closure of several important institutions in this country; and they 

want the Government to account for some 50,000 jobless citizens.  And these are 

just a few of the areas we want the Government to bolt to their chest. [Desk 

thumping]  

We want you to bolt these things to your chest because we intend to fasten 

them tightly on to your chest, so that when we go out and we are campaigning, you 

are going to take responsibility for all of these activities against the ordinary people 

of this country. Madam President, I thank you very much for giving me the 

opportunity to dispose of this waste called the mid-year review. Thank you very 

much. 

Madam President:  Sen. Deonarine.   [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Amrita Deonarine:  Thank you, Madam President, for the opportunity to 

contribute to this debate today. Before I commence my contribution, I would like 

to first of all indicate the sources of data that I would have used to prepare my 

contribution; up front, I would like to do this.  I would have used the Central Bank 

of Trinidad and Tobago, the Central Statistical Office database, and also, over 

several years the public accounts, the Attorney General’s review on the public 

accounts of Trinidad and Tobago.  Now, I would have used other sources of 
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information, but I will refer to them throughout the course of my presentation.   

Now, I would like to start my contribution today by saying that today’s 

fiscal policy determines tomorrow’s debt burden. And the challenging economic 

times that this country tends to face every time we experience a significant 

negative shock to the energy prices, these economic challenges will continue to 

exist, as long as we continue to engage in what we call procyclical fiscal policy.  

Madam President, during energy booms what we tend to have is that energy 

prices are buoyant, the Treasury is plump, and it is difficult for governments to 

exercise some sort of fiscal discipline to restrict public expenditure.  Governments 

are usually politically inclined to increase recurrent expenditure, and reduce 

taxation, and pay little attention to the source of growth of revenue, exercise 

control over the expansion of this government expenditure, and exercise little 

control over addressing the extent to which the government participation in the 

economy is being expanded.   

So, when energy prices crash or in local parlance we say, “when de mark 

buss”, we are basically left with a situation where the source of growth remains the 

same, government has little flexibility or wiggle room to reduce expenditure, and 

the size of government involvement or the role of the Government in the State 

becomes large.  This is what the Trinidad and Tobago economy has been subjected 

to, not just today, not yesterday, not five years ago, but since its Independence.   

Now, although we have experienced three quarters of positive economic 

growth in 2018, I want to remind the hon. Minister that for us to continue on this 

path of fiscal consolidation, in order for us to do this effectively, we need to keep a 

watchful eye on the stock of debt.  We should not get too excited just yet, because 

the move to acquire more debt and adopt an expansionary approach would mean 
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that we are basically proceeding again along that path of procyclical fiscal policy.   

Now, before I get into the bulk of the supplementation of appropriation, I 

would like to briefly comment on some of the broader measures outlined by the 

hon. Minister during piloting of the Bill.  The first thing I would like to receive 

some sort of clarification from, is in terms of the revision of the natural gas price—

the budgeted price of natural gas.  Now, I see that the price was revised upwards 

from US $2.75 per MMBtu to US $3 per MMBtu.  I understand that we are going 

to have an expansion in natural gas production, however, I would really like if the 

hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Industries would clarify for me whether the 

EIA publication, in their Short-Term Energy Outlook, forecasted price for natural 

gas, was revised to $2.79 for 2019.  So, whether this forecast in the US has any sort 

of impact for us here in Trinidad and Tobago.   

Now, the second thing I want to move on to say is that there basically has 

been—through the supplementation, there has been a widening of the fiscal deficit 

of $300 million, from $4.05 billion to $4.57 billion.  Now, we are in our ninth 

consecutive year of a fiscal deficit, and more importantly, we are in the fourth 

consecutive year of a primary deficit.  What this means to say, Madam President, is 

that even before we think about paying out our interest on our loans, we are 

already in debt.  So, essentially, what we are doing is that we are basically 

borrowing in order to repay our debts.    

12.15 p.m. 

The latest announcement by the hon. Minister on loan financing through 

housing bonds, at a value of $1 billion, and $300 million for development projects 

in Tobago, would add to this increase in stock of debt.  While I agree that the 

capital investment and the investment in the housing market could very well 
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promote to economic expansion through growth in the construction sector, the 

problem is the means by which this is being financed.   

Since 2014, our net public sector debt has crossed the 55 to 56 per cent debt 

benchmark.  Now, I use this benchmark because it is a benchmark that was 

established by the IMF in their publication called Threshold Effects of Sovereign 

Debt: Evidence from the Caribbean, 2012, by Greenidge, Craigwell, Thomas and 

Drakes.  And according to this publication, the IMF is saying that every dollar of 

fiscal spending beyond this threshold financed by debt has a negative impact on 

economic growth.  Debt beyond this point usually tends to discourage investment 

in the country, as investors tend to feel that their profits are being taxed away or 

will be taxed away.   

Domestic and external debt has increased by 85 per cent and 24 per cent 

respectively since 2014.  Now, I am using 2014 as my reference period, because 

2014 was when the energy prices would have crashed, and what is concerning to 

me, Madam President, is that external debt, the rate at which the external debt is 

growing, is a big concern because of the tight foreign exchange conditions that 

currently exist, because foreign debt has to be repaid in US dollars, both the 

interest and principal payments.   

The Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago also has to intervene in the 

foreign exchange market and support the foreign exchange market to maintain any 

sort of equilibrium in the supply and demand for foreign exchange so that we could 

maintain that managed float that we have with the US dollar.  In 2018, for 

example, $1.5 billion was injected into the foreign exchange market by the Central 

Bank of Trinidad and Tobago.  We have in 2018 recorded a net financial outflow 

in our capital account of $550 million.  Our food import bill is still very high.  We 
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are reliant on food imports and all these factors, Madam President, have been 

placing increasing pressures on the reserves of the country.   

While our reserves stand at $7.6 billion can be perceived as relatively 

healthy, according to international benchmarks, the rate at which it has been 

declining is at 10 per cent over the past—it has been declining at 10 per cent per 

annum since 2014.  Between 2014 and 2018, there was a 25 per cent decline, and 

in 2014 we would have been benefiting from a large extent—in the first half of 

2014, we would have been benefiting from energy reserves from energy exports.  

However, at this point in time, the rate at which the reserves in the Central Bank is 

depleting is worrying because the rate at which it is being replenished is not the 

same.   

Now, Madam President, I could go on, a lil more on about the overdraft, 

about the debt, but I would not persist on the topic.  I would move on to the 

supplemental appropriation presented in the Bill—in the Act, sorry—and the 

supplemental appropriation basically focuses on recurrent expenditure.  We have 

96 per cent of the supplementation of the $1.839 billion that would go towards 

wages and salaries, goods and services, minor equipment purchases, current 

transfers and subsidies and transfers to state enterprises and statutory bodies; a 

mere 4 per cent would go towards the capital expenditure.   Although evident 

that the Government has been exercising some sort of fiscal restraint since 2014 

where the largest decline was in fiscal 2015/2016, expenditure did actually rise by 

7 per cent, well, budgeted—well, did rise at 7 per cent in fiscal year 2018/2019.  

There has been a redistribution of expenditure to primarily recurrent expenditure, 

93 per cent of total expenditure.  Historically, Trinidad and Tobago, we have had a 

large recurrent expenditure bill, above 80 per cent of total expenditure, and this is 
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primarily because of what I discussed earlier that we tend to engage in a lot of 

procyclical fiscal policy when energy prices are buoyant.   

Now, according to the Standing Finance Committee Report, the second 

report, the supplementations that are being requested is to finance a lot of 

outstanding bills, and based on my calculations—and I stand corrected—over $500 

million of this supplementation will go towards financing outstanding payments, 

bills, and I would just like to say that although I understand that we have been 

having some fiscal challenges, when persons are owed, there tends to be a delay in 

injections in the circular flow of income; and when there is a delay in the injection 

of money in the circular flow of income, there tends to be a decline in aggregate 

demand through a decline in consumption and investment in the economy.   

And then, the other thing is that delayed injections tend to tamper with the 

confidence of the citizens of the country or the receivers of these payments, and 

they tend to adapt to a sort of pattern of being accustomed with operating with a 

lower level of income.  This usually promotes a tendency for them to increase their 

propensity to save, reduce their propensity to consume and also reduce the level of 

investments that they have that they would like to invest in the economy; and this 

tends to impact on inflation, and maybe this is why our inflation rate has been so 

low, because it is a ripple effect.  Business confidence is low, and then the size of 

the Government is also controlling that set of—the size of the Government is fairly 

large, and the Government is the largest employer and the largest purchaser of 

goods and services and, of course, the largest supplier of social welfare. 

Now, I want to move towards the replenishment of the infrastructure 

development Vote with $709 million that was transferred to facilitate the exit costs 

of Petrotrin.  Now, I understand this is raising many questions, and I agree yes it 
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would have been used to finance infrastructure projects in the form of 

infrastructure works, much needed road works, works that would have generated 

quite a bit of employment and boost construction.  Perhaps the Government was 

faced with a situation where resources were immediately needed to be allocated for 

the short term in order to facilitate this exit cost to ensure that the livelihoods of the 

persons who were being laid off were maintained.   

However, I would assume this would mean that infrastructure works would 

have been delayed, at a later time or would have been planned to be started at a 

later date, maybe in 2019 as opposed to 2018.  If this assumption is correct, I 

question then: Which projects were the ones that were forgone?  Were they 

scheduled to start in 2018?  And, if yes, were additional costs incurred due to the 

delays?  Were there any cost overruns? And do we anticipate any cost overruns?  

Now, I move towards the land distribution programme to ex-Petrotrin 

workers, and I would like to commend this move, and I would like to commend the 

move to grant access to the agricultural sites for ex-Petrotrin workers, because 

even though the agricultural sector contributes to only .5 per cent of GDP, accounts 

for 4 per cent of employment, the fact remains that we have a very large food 

import bill, and having professionals such as those professionals from Petrotrin and 

other fields come in into the agricultural sector, could basically stimulate some sort 

of innovation and technological advancement in non-farming practices in the 

country, and this could basically increase yield, because it increases productivity in 

the agricultural sector, and can even create some sort of competitive advantage in 

the sector and maybe eventually allow us to earn some sort of foreign exchange. 

Madam President, I would like to go on to the OJT—sorry, the allocation of 

$39.25 million to the OJT programme under the Ministry of Labour and Small 
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Enterprise Development.  Now, I understand the supplementation would be hiring 

1,600 young professionals across the five categories of the OJT programme, and I 

assume that more of these recruits would go to Levels 1 and 5.  In light of the 

increase of job losses in the country, my question is: How this OJT programme is 

currently evaluating the absorption of young graduates to the workforce after the 

two years’ training programme?  What percentage are being reabsorbed into the 

labour force or is it that after the two years training they just sit at home and wait 

for some sort of other employment or is it that they are immediately reabsorbed 

into the labour force?   

While I understand why fiscal restraint continues, the labour market would 

continue to experience some adverse effects and the question is whether we are 

being proactive in identifying structural challenges that face the labour market.  

How are we ensuring that placements are in line with trainees’ qualifications and 

provide those needs?  According to a survey done by the Inter-American 

Development Bank in 2014, the name of the survey was the Production, 

Technology and Innovation Survey, it identified that skills mismatches in Trinidad 

and Tobago do exist in the labour market and skills mismatches in the labour force 

can lead to significant consequences in labour productivity.  So, I would 

recommend that the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development and the 

Ministry of Education sit down and really collaborate to ensure that this skills gap 

is narrowed. 

Madam President, on the issue of procurement, I understand that the Office 

of the Procurement Regulator is 95 per cent staffed and the team is working 

assiduously to complete a handbook and guidelines to facilitate transition by the 

various Ministries.  Now, I question the transition strategy here, because I know 
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that there is a six-month transition period in line, and I am not sure whether a 

three-day workshop and the guidelines and handbooks would be sufficient to 

facilitate an effective transition in something of this magnitude. 

Madam President, I move on to the efficiency of public expenditure and 

before—I am beginning to conclude—before I conclude, I want to say that public 

expenditure needs to be reduced and contained and we need to contain the debt.  

Much structural changes are needed to realign public expenditure.  We need to 

ensure efficiency and we need to reduce the level of wastage.  When looking at the 

Auditor General’s Report for 2018, there are severe gaps in monitoring and 

evaluation, the timeliness of providing documents, the timeliness of providing 

records, the timeliness of recording payments and gaps in recording payments, and 

many may argue that until we can ensure efficiency in public expenditure, we 

should basically save or just take the money and put it in the HSF.   

Now, according to an IMF study in 2012, the efficiency of Trinidad and 

Tobago’s public investment spending was estimated to be 27.5 per cent and based 

on this study—Madam President, the name of this study is Fiscal Rules for 

Resource Windfalls Allocation: The Case of Trinidad and Tobago, 2012, and 

because of this revelation that only 27.5 per cent of public spending is efficient, 

their conclusion was that we should probably move towards saving and boosting 

our sovereign wealth fund.   

Now, I understand that the Government has been undertaking several 

interventions to review the public expenditure, the way in which public 

expenditure takes place in the country, and I am familiar with the World Bank 

Public Expenditure Review, the Regulated Industries Commission rate 

determination exercise, also a technical assistance to enhance public investment, I 
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would humbly request that the hon. Minister provide us with some sort of update 

or status and also let us know the timelines on these interventions. 

Now, although I know restructuring public debt is a painful exercise and a 

painful process, it can indeed reduce the level of debt.  It will help us to—what it 

will basically do, it will help us to reduce the pressure on the foreign exchange 

reserves and, therefore, reduce the pressure that we are receiving to devalue the 

currency.  Now, I understand that we will not be devaluing the currency, but the 

foreign exchange market is behaving in such a way that it is creating pressures for 

a devaluation to take place, because when we address the deficit through reducing 

public expenditure, increasing efficiency and doing away with wastage, we are 

essentially reducing the deficit in the country and, basically, addressing the foreign 

exchange, the declining foreign exchange reserves, from another direction. 

So, Madam President, in conclusion, I would like to say that persistent fiscal 

deficits and primary deficit is a reality of the country.  There is a growing debt 

stock, 62 per cent of GDP, which I believe is unsustainable for reasons that I would 

have explained during the course of my contribution; and despite growth has been 

recorded, we must be mindful of engaging in expansionary fiscal policy through 

increasing debt.  In undergoing fiscal consolidation, we need to be mindful of 

efficiency of our public expenditure profile and be mindful that it will create 

buffers and make it easy for us to adjust fiscal policies in a timely manner to 

withstand fiscal shocks.  I thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Trade and Industry (Sen. The Hon. Paula Gopee-Scoon):  

Thank you, Madam President, and I am pleased to be in this House and to be able 

to speak to this Bill, which gives us a chance to speak to the performance of the 

Government for the first six months of this fiscal year.  So I start immediately and I 
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go to my good friend, Sen. Wade Mark, and Sen. Wade Mark this time was all 

over the place, and really I could not connect his contribution at all.   

He spoke about deindustrialization.  Of course, he spoke about investors and 

business confidence, which I will address certainly, but a lot of what he talked 

about was old talk and matters which were addressed in the House on Monday and, 

of course, just a regurgitating of things already completed.  But, again, not any 

substance or direction as to what they can possibly proffer to enhance what the 

Government is already doing in terms of growing the economy.  Nothing like that.  

As a matter of fact, he seemed really mystified and he spoke about a contraction in 

the economy in 2016, completely ignoring what the Minister of Finance and the 

Minister in the Ministry of Finance would have said with regard to growth rates.   

And, Sen. Mark, the contraction in the economy really began under youin 

December 2014, so you should have been able to identify with what was 

happening.  It was while you all were in government and it was on account of 

falling commodity prices, but you should have understood because in stark 

comparison, you would have had some healthy periods and those would have been 

periods of growth and periods where the country was earning revenue, top-dollar 

oil at 140—peaking at 140 and so on.  So you should have understood growth and 

expansion, because you should have left this country in a better place, but you did 

not, but in terms of the decline and so on, you should have identified that it started 

under you all.   

I would remember being in this House in January 2015 when the then 

political leader came to the House and spoke about the state of the economy—it 

was at the beginning of the year and so on—and we will have to exercise thrift, et 

cetera, et cetera and “bang”, as we spoke of that, we just entered a period of spend, 
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profligacy—just unending spend—understanding full well that we were in a period 

of contraction and we had, in fact, entered a recessionary period under you in 2014.   

Let me correct you.  Here is when the turnaround began.  From quarter two, 

2017 to quarter three, 2017, we would have gone from a negative 5.6 per cent to a 

negative 3.3 per cent; quarter four in 2017 to a negative 1.9 per cent; quarter one in 

2018, growth of .9 per cent; quarter two in 2018, growth of 2.1 per cent; quarter 

three in 2018, growth of 1.5 per cent; and those are Central Bank figures.  [Desk 

thumping]  Facts, and they are not going to go away.   

In fact, this country is growing very well.  When I look at what is happening 

in the rest of the region in, let us say, what is happening with Barbados, the kind of 

growth with Jamaica—I looked at Brazil, Bahamas and so on—this country is 

doing well, having regard to what we had endured in the last few years.  So, in fact, 

this country has stabilized under the leadership of the hon. Keith Rowley and the 

Minister of Finance, Minister Colm Imbert.   

I wanted to—you are talking about “bolted to the chest”—I wanted to tell 

you that it is bolted to the chest of every citizen that we will never see the UNC in 

power again here on.  [Desk thumping] And I want to emphasize—[Crosstalk] 

Again, you tried very hard to speak very negatively.  That is our ethos.  That is 

how you operate.  I want to tell you that under this Government, this country will 

never be put into the hands of the IMF, absolutely never.  [Desk thumping]  I give 

you that.  So, I would not speak any more about your poor leadership and 

governance during the period 2014 to 2015.  In fact, I would extend it from the 

time you came into office in 2010 because, despite the high oil prices and gas 

prices, there is nothing to show for it, but poor leadership under you, poor 

leadership.   
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And, let me move on to Sen. Deonarine—[Crosstalk]—let me please move 

on to Sen. Deonarine who recognized the big room that we had and where we have 

come, and I want to let her know that many of the issues that she has raised would 

be answered by my colleagues and, certainly, will not go unnoticed.   

So, really, at the beginning, I want to congratulate the Minister of Finance 

and the Minister in the Ministry of Finance this morning for her presentation but, 

again, for the outstanding record in stabilizing this economy and for setting this 

country on a path of growth.  [Desk thumping]  And I want to tell you that all of us 

in here, together with all of our Members in the Lower House, are all ready and 

have been contributing and are prepared to contribute in a greater way towards the 

Government’s growth strategy, and my colleagues will speak to the question of 

agriculture and tourism and the other areas that we have, in particular, where we 

have growth plans.   

But, I want again, to make reference to the response of the business 

community to the presentation on the mid-year review that, by and large, the 

business community is in support of the Government’s fiscal management and we 

could not be more pleased about that, because it is only with them that we can truly 

grow this economy to a very, very healthy standard where all of the citizens of 

Trinidad and Tobago can, in fact, benefit. 

I make reference to EY’s report which came out on the night of the 

presentation by the Minister of Finance and the heading says it all, indisputable 

recovery, and in it, the contents, I would not go into it but, of course, the comments 

are that the hon. Minister of Finance continued to espouse a positive tone during 

the presentation.  The Government’s perception of Trinidad and Tobago’s 

indisputable recovery was supported by the hon. Minister’s citation of various 
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positive economic indicators and statistics.  And, again, in the presentation this 

morning by the Minister in the Ministry of Finance, we were able to bring to the 

public, all of the positive aspects that we have achieved in the last few years since 

coming into office and, particularly, in the last six months.  

But, moving forward, and as a Government with a vision and with a 

commitment, with a focus, the principal activity and trend throughout all of the 

Ministries is on stimulating and growing the economy, ensuring prosperity for all.  

It is also, contrary to what you would imply and want to say, it is about building 

confidence in the business sector and also in the citizenry as well, and I will tell 

you why I say the business sector.  It is that Government does not have the 

wherewithal to grow the country alone and, therefore, we need to unlock all of that 

private capital which is existing.   

Indeed, the Minister of Finance would have given statistics, again, on the 

increased level of access by the private sector at the various lending institutions.  

He would have given data of the increase, which is at this stage about, I think, 

about $58 billion or so—yes, $58 billion in 2018, and if that does not spell 

confidence, what does?   

12.45 p.m. 

So we need the private sector on board.  Indeed, they are on board.  I can tell 

you that the Ministry of Trade and Industry has engagements with all of the 

chambers right across this country, not only the principal chamber but also the 

Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association, because the Manufacturers’ 

Association in particular, we are looking to for growth in the manufacturing sector.  

And I can tell you that they are all committed and on board with us, and the capital 

is available throughout the banking sector.  And, as I said, the important thing at 
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this time is unlocking the capital and the cash that is available and encouraging the 

private sector to join with us into growing this economy.  So, in the Ministry of 

Trade and Industry, I want to speak on the trade aspect, and I want to speak 

principally to diversification after, because that is a principal area for non-energy 

growth.  Although I know that the hon. Minister Khan will speak about the energy 

sector, where there has been substantial growth, and which we will still continue to 

rely on for quite some time, but of course the growth in that sector will have a 

considerable spinoff in the non-energy sector, coupled with all of the activities and 

areas of focus by the private sector, and of course the Ministry which has 

responsibility, principally, for non-energy matters.   

So, when I was last here, and I would spend just a little bit of time on it 

because I think it is so important, and I am quite disappointed in myself that the 

new trade policy is not yet available to the public, but we have completed the draft 

and it is going to Cabinet next week.  I can tell you that the deliberations and 

consultations were extensive, going back a second time to the TTMA, to the 

chambers; going back to the THA and ensuring that we have a perfect document 

with us, and, as I said before, it goes to Cabinet next week.  But I can tell you that 

the pillars of the trade policy—I want to speak to it—and they are: improving 

marginal product of labour through employment of highly skilled labour and 

modernized physical assets, and as I speak of “modernized physical assets” I will, 

later on in my contribution, speak to the Phoenix Industrial Park, which will be on 

stream very soon.  Another basic tenet of it, and it is so very important, is 

increasing export market penetration by growing the share of existing markets, 

exploring new markets and profit opportunities, and upgrading trade diplomacy 

and regionalism, and I am talking about the work of exportTT.  And then, again, 
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institutional development, again looking at our exportTT and other institutions that 

matter to trade, ensuring that these institutions are in fact strengthened.  We must 

focus on capacity building, and of course, I can tell you in the case of Caricom, we 

are creating this new institution, the Caribbean Business Council.  This came out in 

the St. Ann’s Declaration in the meeting which the Heads of Government had in 

Trinidad in December 2018.   

A new associate institution, I think, is contemplated, but again it is the 

Caribbean Business Council, and that is again directed towards strengthening 

capacity right across the region, and Trinidad and Tobago is going to play a big 

part in that.  But another tenet of the trade policy is, improve trade facilitation by 

reducing the cost of doing business; increasing the efficiency of transport logistics 

and cargo handling; standardization of customs procedures and upgrading of 

associated regular measures.  And, again, when I get to the SEW I will speak to the 

things that we are doing to improve the business environment.  Also as another 

basic tenet is that of increasing environmental sustainability within the framework 

of the commitments under the Sustainable Development Goals.  And there is the 

framework of the new trade policy which would guide our work from 2019 to 

2023.   

I go straight into manufacturing, as I said.  Last year when we spoke to the 

figures we had seen the increase in the manufacturing sector.  In 2018, $32 billion, 

including in the petrochemical side, but we spoke about the growth in other areas 

in terms of food and beverage and textiles, and so on.  But we have heard the 

commitment from the TTMA, and this is the incoming president, Franka Castello, 

that they are committed to grow exports by 50 per cent over the next five years, 

and that is also matched by exporTT and it is also addressed in our new trade 
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policy.  So it is thread, a consistent thread, that aligns through all of the relevant 

agencies and of course the Ministry of Trade and Industry.  Again, the focus is on 

increasing our exports and reducing the country’s import bill, and of course 

generating foreign exchange and providing sustainable employment.  I will speak 

to some numbers in terms of employment as well.   

So that coming out of the trade policy there is in fact, already prepared, a 

manufacturing sector policy and expansion plan, but I am going to leave that for 

the launch of the particular plans.  As we speak about manufacturing it would be 

remiss of me if I did not speak about this country’s relationship, and I know that 

the Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs would address it later on, but I would 

speak to it in the context of the Phoenix Industrial Park which construction of 

which will begin shortly.  You would know that this country has become party by 

way of an MoU signed in May 15, 2018, between Trinidad and Tobago and the 

People’s Republic of China.  An MoU which is designed to further promote 

bilateral economic ties under the Belt and Road Initiative, therein lies our 

commitment, and the overall initiative is one of a concept of economic growth.  It 

is about boosting global trade and stimulating economic growth across Asia, but 

beyond that it is about enhancing economic ties, trade, finance, politics, 

communication policies and connectivity.   

We have seen the benefits, and as the Belt and Road Initiative begins to roll 

out, particularly as it relates to Trinidad and Tobago, the major firm, which is the 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, has an interest in and which would benefit all of 

the manufacturers in Trinidad and Tobago, and also provide the economic space 

for investors in manufacturing.  Another area is the Beijing Construction 

Engineering Group which we have signed on to—sorry—the construction by 
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BCEG of this park.  We spoke about it before, this is going to be a major project in 

the Belt and Road Initiative.  As I said, it would benefit us considerably.  It is a US 

$104million park.  It is going to be a highly modernized park and the update on 

that is that the commercial contract has been signed and we are at the stage where 

we are about to finalize the loan agreement between the Ministry of Finance and 

the China Exim Bank and execute the necessary framework between the 

Government the People’s Republic of China.   

On this Friday I actually meet with BCEG, which is like a firm which will 

undertake the construction to finalize details.  I can say as well that there is a six-

member delegation from the China Exim Bank which is visiting Trinidad shortly 

on May 18th—20th.  Again, they would be visiting the site of the estate and they 

would be meeting with the relevant Government officials.  So this is progressing 

quite well.  There is going to be a number of lots, sizable lots that are available.  As 

I said, it is exciting because it is orientation, it is that of a modernized park, and I 

know that it is going to garner much interest, even locally, particularly because of 

its location which is just five minutes away from the port of Point Lisas.  I want to 

say that InvesTT, understanding the progress of this park and that fact that it would 

be completed in 12 months, and that there will be significant local and foreign 

interest, InvesTT has already conducted a study examining how Trinidad and 

Tobago can in fact strengthen its ties with China through this Belt and Road 

Initiative, in particular leveraging our location and all of the trade agreements 

which this country has already signed.   

This location is a gateway for Chinese investors into the north, south, into 

Central America and into the Caribbean markets as well, primarily in the areas of 

manufacturing and ICT.  So coming out of that study, they in fact have about 18 
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leads which are being identified, again, predominately in manufacturing and ICT 

sectors, and this is in addition to the 10 businesses that the BCEG has committed to 

bringing from China.  So already I can attest to the fact that the development of 

this park will be highly successful and I can see it stimulating the economy, 

particularly the south of Trinidad and Tobago, and creating substantial jobs, not 

only in the construction stage but immediately after.  But as I speak about parks 

and I speak about economic spaces and growing the manufacturing sector, 

concomitant with that is focusing, not only on the urban areas but also on the rural 

areas, and it is the reason why we took the decision to construct the Moruga 

Industrial Park.  I am pleased to say that I visited last Friday, together with a team 

from eTecK and UDeCOTT.  The park is 48 per cent complete, and Roscon, the 

construction firm, has committed to putting now three terms to expedite 

completion.  The actual completion of the park and its shells, et cetera, will in fact 

be—believe it or no—July2019.  So we are quite pleased about that.  You have to 

complete and then ensure that you close on all of your other requirements, 

regulatory requirements.  So I can see this being operational by the end of August.  

We are so very pleased about it.   

So if I can just give you a little bit of an update, already work has advanced 

on all of the factory shells, so each one of them is 372 square metres, and there are 

five of them.  It is going to facilitate five particular sub-industries or areas of 

manufacturing or agribusiness, whatever you want to call it: hot peppers, one for 

fish, one for root crops, one for cocoa and chocolate processing, and also one for 

fruit.  Also, there is an area which was identified for the processing of the Moruga 

Hill rice, and all of these we have set out and designed in line with all of the 

necessary specifications, including HACCP specifications, and so that would be 
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necessary for export of these particular types of products.  I am pleased to say that 

CARIRI has also shown an interest in being at the park, offering their services to 

the new tenants and those small businesses, small agro producers who would not 

be able to invest in all the necessary machinery and equipment.  So that CARIRI 

can in fact do contract manufacturing for those agro-processors that are still 

operating on a very small scale.  So we are quite pleased about that development, 

again, which is to really bridge expansion in the agro business at all different 

levels.   

So we are working on the tenanting already between eTecK, InvesTT, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries, 

NAMDEVCO, and so on, and we look forward.  I am told that there are 10 

potential investor leads already.  Just let me say quickly that we have spoken quite 

a bit about the aluminium industry, and I had said when we were here on the last 

occasion that at Wallerfield the Alutech Research and Development Facility was in 

construction, and I can say to you that that is continuing and we look forward to 

this facility being completed by the end of 2019.  At this stage I know that Alutech 

is involved in the refurbishing of the existing equipment, and it is quite a 

customized building so we have to ensure that at some stage the equipment goes in 

through the roof and then of course the roof is put on, and so on, after.  That is the 

size and nature of the equipment which would be involved in the manufacture of 

these wheel hubs, and so on.   

Something that I must speak about, Madam President, as we again focus on 

manufacturing is the Special Economic Zones Policy, and you would have heard 

me speaking about that.  So we have advanced considerably, this is so very 

important when we think about incentives, not only for the manufacturing sector 
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but also all of the other areas which we wish to advance and focus on, including 

fish and fish processing and all of the agricultural industry and agro-processing, 

also the “creatives”, financial services, software design and applications.   

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, at this juncture we will suspend the sitting and 

return at 2.00 p.m.  Minister, you have utilized 26 minutes of your speaking time.  

1.00 p.m.: Sitting suspended.    

2.03 p.m.: Sitting resumed.  

Madam President:  Minister of Trade and Industry.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. P. Gopee-Scoon:  Thank you, Madam President.  When we left for 

the lunch break I was speaking about diversification, in particular the 

manufacturing sector, and I had gotten to the point of the Special Economic Zones, 

giving an indication that we are working with the OECD and with Global Forum 

and that we hope to have this system of incentivization of businesses in particular 

categories and across all kinds of zones right throughout the region, including the 

rural areas, really to benefit and to simulate growth in all of the sectors which are 

earmarked for development.  So I was speaking to all the projects, as a matter of 

fact, that are in train for this fiscal year and which would be completed by the end 

of this fiscal year.  So said, so done, this SEZ project would be completed by 

September 2019, and more than likely legislated as well.    

As I move on from manufacture, just let me speak to the cocoa/chocolate industry 

just to speak to two successes, to mark them.  One relates to downstream and the 

development of and high value for the production of chocolate, and that is the 

opening of The Chocolate Box, which is the first store front of Trinidad and 

Tobago Fine Cocoa Company at the Hilton Trinidad and Tobago.  Also, only one 

week ago I would have witnessed the launch of two national standards for cocoa 
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related to quality and sampling, and this would have been developed by the 

Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards in collaboration with the Cocoa 

Research Centre at the University of the West Indies, the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Lands and Fisheries, and also the Cocoa Development Company of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  Moving on from there, those are just the first two standards, and there are 

several other standards that are being developed relating to conformity assessment 

programmes and developing other standards like the National Good Agricultural 

Practices, and so on, and other related standards, which I will speak to when we 

come for the budget.   

I want to go to assure the country as well, and manufacturers, that work is 

apace with regard to our National Quality Policy, which was approved by Cabinet 

in 2018.  There are three projects on the way, and one of them, very important, the 

programme for the accreditation of public laboratories, that project is well on the 

way and it will assist public laboratories to develop their management systems, 

their policies and procedures to ensure that there is consistency in operations and 

adherence to international standards.  That is going to go across the board in terms 

of the personnel, the equipment, the methods of testing, measurement.  This is also 

going to benefit our manufacturers.  It benefits every man on the street because you 

are talking about health as well.  That project is on and it is going to last for a few 

years, but it starts in June 2019.  Also, the national quality policy has been 

approved—sorry—the National Quality Council, which is responsible for the 

strategic oversight is already in place, and also what we are starting as well is the 

overall independent national accreditation body for conformity assessment, and it 

is called Trinidad and Tobago Laboratory Accreditation Service for conformity 

assessment.   
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The Grant Fund Facility, which we have introduced for manufacturers, small 

and medium, and for agro-processors as well, four have been granted.  We want 

more people to benefit from this facility, so in fact I am going to review the 

application process to ensure that it is not too stringent and that people can easily 

benefit from it, those that were involved are in printing and publishing, cocoa 

processing, food processing and packaging materials as well.  With regard to the 

Research and Development Fund, five have been approved thus far and we are 

happy to promote, again, research and development and innovation, particularly 

within the manufacturing sector.  Our e-commerce, as part of the national 

e-commerce strategy which we would have been spoken of in March, the Ministry 

held its first forum which was called Empowering Entrepreneurs through 

e-Commerce and e-Services, that featured international speakers and the room was 

filled with a number of young and new entrepreneurs.  Together with exporTT the 

Ministry will also host, commencing July, a series of training sessions again aimed 

at the new and existing MSMEs who are going to use this e-commence platform 

and tool.  And we are going to start from the basics, how to go online, how to 

market your goods and services online, and so on, and that is just the way it has to 

be.  So that you really want to ensure that all of these new businesses, new 

products, unique products are able to go online and use that platform to sell their 

products all across the world at a very low cost.   

I want to talk about the creative industry because it is doing so very well, 

and I will go straight to fashion, and to say that the Ultra Bespoke Tailoring 

programme, that certificate programme which was launched in 2018 was actually 

concluded in 2019.  This was done, as you know, in collaboration with MIC and 

the Savile Row Bespoke Academy.  Anyone who witnessed a graduation exercise 
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would have realized the quality of the products that these graduates were able to 

produce, and a total of 27 persons would have graduated and they learnt specialist 

bespoke tailoring and hand-sewn craft skills and paper cutting, and so on, and we 

are excited as to where this will go.  The next phase, before we get to the actual 

professional phase, if you call it, for us at FashionTT and the Ministry we have to 

look at marketing, so we have created what is called a “Look Book” which is 

focused on these Ultra Bespoke tailoring products.  And that “Look Book” will be 

distributed to retail stores and placed in strategic locations at our missions abroad, 

and so on, and the idea is, this has great export potential.   

I think of a guy called Don Lee who was at the presentation.  I do not know 

if anybody in here was at the presentation, and Don Lee has gone on to be a 

fantastic bespoke tailor, and in Canada, and he is doing product actually for the 

Oscars, and so on.  That is the level which he is doing.  [Interruption]  Do not, 

please—Madam President.  I even remember a tailor from Point Fortin who also 

got into bespoke tailoring, living in Washington, who has done extremely well.  

The potential is great and what we see here is the development of the tailoring 

industry, not just the tailoring but the customized tailoring industry for export.  We 

are excited about it and we are going to move on to the next phase in terms of 

professional teaching, which is the Train the Trainer Programme, and I will come 

to the question of certification, accreditation and enlighten the audience on that.  

The Train the Trainer Programme now is an advanced programme which will 

commence this year, and it is going to target—it is particularly difficult—18 

persons, and those were persons who would have participated in the Ultra Bespoke 

certificate course.  This is to put them in a position where they would become 

master tailors and also where they can train more persons in bespoke tailoring.  So 
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that is, again, going to be done in conjunction with MIC and the Savile Row 

Bespoke Academy, and the expansion of this industry is expected the boost the 

overall fashion industry in Trinidad and Tobago.   

I know that the Opposition may, and they rightfully so bring up the question 

of the certification, whenever you have a new programme, it is only after the 

programme has completely finished that the certification is done, not during 

because you have to certify it based on the entire programme.  So we are almost at 

the end of the certification of the actual course and then after that will be the 

accreditation of any associated institution.  

Madam President:  Minister, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. The Hon. P. Gopee-Scoon:  Five more minutes, thank you.  So here we are 

with that, and we are moving ahead with the involvement of more people in the 

fashion industry.  The Fashion Value Chain Investment Programme, there are 

about 150 persons involved in that programme at the level of the global value 

chain.  Those are for ready exporters, but also at the level of where strategic 

training is involved, and also where we are working in tandem with Nedco to 

facilitate business mentoring, and that kind of thing.  We are moving ahead also 

with the Live Music District, which we, thus far, for this phase we have entered 

phase three in March of this year.  There are 40 venues that are participating, that 

have agreed to participate in phase three and four.  Already there have been 44 

performances.  The Port of Spain City Corporation has joined with us and also the 

Ministry of Community Development, Culture and the Arts.  So there is now “Live 

at Lunch”, “Live at the Promenade”, “Live at the Gardens”, “Live at the Square”, 

and so on.  So this is moving ahead.    

The Artiste Development Programme is also on and there are a number of 
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persons.  There are four persons who have broken into the international market, 

and when I have more time I will speak of it.  We are looking at fashion standards 

and therefore FashionTT, in collaboration with the Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of 

Standards, has established a new standard in the fashion industry known as a guide 

for the selection of fabrics.  This is not only for those in the industry but it is even 

for anybody out there who is buying fabric, so that they can understand what is to 

expect, what they should insist on when they are buying proper fabric.  And in 

film, we are making some strides again, we have had about $12 million in spend in 

the last six months.  We would have facilitated eight international television 

production crews in here, and that is the level of spend that we would have had.  

We just also hosted the familiarization tour for film location managers in Trinidad, 

three of them.  The Tobago marina facility is on, and the successful bidder at this 

time is engaged in feasibility studies, designs, detailed designs, construction, and 

that kind of thing.   

We are quite excited about the possibility so the logistics industry, on the next 

occasion, I will speak about the interventions locally and foreign as well; locally 

with the work of Ramps Logistics, which we are quite pleased about.  So work 

continues as well with our business reforms.  We go live with the construction 

permitting system, live by end June2019, and we are at the testing stage.  The 

Ministry of Planning and Development has worked very well with our SEW people 

and the contractors, and we are very pleased about that.  Work continues on the 

integrated risk management system and the port community system.  We see this 

as being extremely important to ensure that our goods entering and leaving this 

country is done efficiently in terms of time and in terms of spend as well.   

2.15 p.m.  
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We continue to work, again, on building confidence in the economy. The 

Minister of Finance would have spoken to evidence of confidence, in terms of the 

growth of consumer loans and borrowings and vehicle sales, which have gone up; 

the demand for credit which has gone up as well. The private sector and credit 

increased substantially, evidencing that confidence is returning to Trinidad and 

Tobago in the business sector and with individuals as well.  

Madam Speaker, we could not be more happy about the pace that we have made, 

the fact that we have stabilized, the fact that we are on a growth trajectory. We are 

positive, we invite the rest of the population to be positive; and with our mantra on 

this side, we all remain selfless, we work with objectivity, we remain accountable 

and open to the population, we are honest, and we act with integrity under the 

leadership of our Prime Minister, who is a very, very capable leader, Dr. The Hon. 

Keith Rowley. I thank you. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen.  

Sen. Khadijah Ameen:  Thank you, Madam Prime Min— Madam President. 

Hon. Senator:  You never know. 

Sen. K. Ameen:  Yeah, we will have a Madam Prime Minister just now, just now. 

[Laughter, desk thumping and crosstalk] 

Madam President, life under this Rowley-led government is difficult. This 

government is now in its fourth year and I listened to the speaker before me 

describe so many programmes and projects that are really just words here.  As I 

join in this debate, Madam President, on “An Act to supplement the appropriation 

of the sum the issue of which was authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 

2019) Act, 2018”, I come after the Minister of Trade and Industry, who just one 

month ago, was quoted and the subject of a headline in a newspaper, trying to 
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assure manufactures in Trinidad and Tobago that things are looking up and the 

headline was “Recession done”.  

 Madam President, if we begin with the PNM's manifesto at 2015 at the 

beginning of their term and look at every successive budget and every successive 

midterm review, it is very clear that the PNM has a number of broken promises, 

but it is a lot of the things that they continue to talk about is just pie in the sky. 

[Desk thumping] They promised Sandals, that failed; they promised the La Brea 

dry-dock facility, that has been postponed a number of times; they promised the 

Dragon Gas deal, that failed; the Phoenix Park Industrial zone; they promised to 

attract foreign investment, they are failing; they promised to make Trinidad and 

Tobago safer, they are failing miserably. They promised to restore the sea bridge.  

They have failed at that. 

  But, Madam President, more dangerous and frightening than their failure is 

that they have also been trying to sell us an alternative reality. I mentioned the 

statement by Minister of Trade and Industry “Recession done”.  That is one in a 

series of statements by Members of this Government. The Minister of Finance 

declared boldly, the economy is turning around, the economy is turning the corner, 

things are getting bright. Well I can tell you, one bright thing that lies in our future, 

is the rising sun, the return of the UNC into Government.  Madam President, for 

the average citizen and for the business community, what is the reality in Trinidad 

and Tobago?  

The reality is that there is no turnaround, the reality is that things are not 

better. Businesses are being forced to close every day and especially small 

businesses. Have they provided any solutions? Have they provided anything to 

stimulate businesses? People are losing their jobs, people are being fired by this 
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Government directly and, in addition, with the stop of their—with the interruption 

of the programme of works and the uncertainty, in especially the construction 

industry, many are losing their jobs.   

Despite the misleading rhetoric of turnaround and stabilization perpetuated 

by Members of the Government, Madam President, independent, international 

organizations are painting a complete opposite picture and it is not only the 

untruths of this Government, they are now doing something very frightening, they 

are trying to convince us, the population in Trinidad and Tobago, that these 

reputable international organizations are telling untruths. They call it fake news; 

that is there new favourite term, “fake news”. A helicopter crash, they call it an 

emergency landing, again, and then accuse the rest of the country of giving fake 

news.  

It seems to be the modus operandi of this Keith Rowley administration to 

classify any expert or any institution or any individual that states a position that the 

Government does not like, to the public as calling them a pedlar of fake news and 

they go as far as to call you unpatriotic. And I mentioned the danger of that in our 

last debate, Madam President, where we spoke about changing the national flower 

to the double chaconia, the importance of patriotism and why it is dangerous for 

this Government to be labelling people who are serving the best interest of 

Trinidad and Tobago as unpatriotic and there new term “fake news”.  

So, Madam President, in sticking to their claim that things are better, I want to give 

a few examples. For instance, the World Bank, three points that came out from the 

World Bank. They indicated that Trinidad and Tobago is one of only four countries 

that the World Bank estimates that this year will have weaker economies by the 

end of 2019. The other three countries are Venezuela, Nicaragua and Argentina. 
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They also stated that Trinidad and Tobago has the highest fiscal deficit, as a 

percentage of gross domestic product in Central America and the Caribbean. Third, 

they stated that the GDP contracted by 2 per cent in 2017 and— 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen, did you give the source?  Did you state where 

you are reading from? 

Sen. K. Ameen:   Yes.  

Madam President:  You did, I am sorry. I am just—all right. 

Sen. K. Ameen:  And I will supply all the information to Hansard after, as well. 

So, they stated that the GDP contracted by 2 per cent in 2017 and 1 per cent in 

2018 and is expected to contract by 0.5 per cent in 2019. Completely different to 

what the Government is saying or trying to tell us.  

The Minister of Finance tried to dismiss the independent organizations and 

he responded to the IMF by stating the IMF—the IMF had projected a zero per 

cent growth in Trinidad and Tobago in 2019, Trinidad and Tobago’s GDP in 2019, 

and according to the IMF World Economic Outlook released earlier this month, the 

country only achieved, 0.3 per cent growth in 2018, which is less than 1.9 per cent 

growth projected by the Government. So the IMF forecast contradicts the 

Government's latest assertation that the country is no longer in recession.  

It is an untruth, it is a picture that they try to continue to paint to save 

themselves, and it is not saving Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping] If there is 

anybody who is being unpatriotic in this instance, it is the Government—it is the 

present PNM Government.   

Madam President, another one is Fitch Solutions. Fitch Solutions is an 

industry leading provider of financial information services which is based on 

official data, where unavailable publicly. It is also public knowledge that Fitch 
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Solutions is affiliated with Fitch Ratings Inc., and the country and industry data is 

their stock in trade. So over the last couple months, Fitch Solutions had indicated 

that: 

 Over the medium term, we expect the Central Bank of Trinidad and  Tobago will 

devalue the dollar. Our view is underpinned by our  expectation that Trinidad 

and Tobago's external accounts will remain  weak, keeping the peg under 

downside pressure and undermining the  bank's ability to support the peg.  

Another quote: 

 Capital outflows have been primarily driven by a weak business 

 environment and Trinidad and Tobago's unfavourable interest rate 

 differential with the US. 

Fitch concluded that Trinidad and Tobago risks capital flight in response to 

its deteriorating outlook and the likelihood of more substantial currency 

devaluations. Madam President, everything that the Minister of Finance and this 

Rowley-led Government has been saying to us, to this nation, about economic 

turnaround, about turning the corner, they are false statements, they are made with 

deliberate intent to deceive, they are intentional untruths and falsehoods and they 

must stop.  

Madam President, another indicator that has many concerned is the ease of 

doing business ranking; and in Trinidad and Tobago it went from—Trinidad and 

Tobago went from 66 out of 189 countries, in 2014, to 105 in 2018. A fall of 39, 

which means it is easier to do business in 104 other countries beside Trinidad and 

Tobago. So no wonder you have the prediction of enormous capital flight and no 

foreign direct investment.  

It seems, Madam President, that the only people who are finding it easy to 



84 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. Ameen (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

do business under this Government, seems to be the wives of Government 

Ministers and certain elites. [Crosstalk] Yes, I have to go there, because it is 

happening, it is a fact. And I hope those who are groaning were—well, 

unfortunately some of them are not in Cabinet to have an input when does decision 

are being made. But Madam President—  

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen, first of all— 

Sen. K. Ameen: Yes.  

Madam President: Please address the Chair. 

Sen. K. Ameen: Certainly. 

Madam President: Other Members please, let us listen to Sen Ameen in silence. 

Sen. K. Ameen:   So, Madam President, while it seems easy for certain elites and 

certain people who are related to Government Ministers to do business in the 

billions of dollars in this country, unemployment is on the increase for the ordinary 

man; that is the reality of the ordinary citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Madam President, the speaker before me spoke about the condition of things 

when they came into Government in 2014, sorry 2015, and that things had already 

started to decline. I want to remind Trinidad and Tobago and remind those on the 

other side that it is a fact that under the former UNC- led Government, Trinidad 

and Tobago had the lowest ever unemployment rate in the history of this nation. 

[Desk thumping]  

So, as you are accustomed to doing, feel free to blame the Leader of 

Opposition, hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, for that. It was the former Government 

that took the unemployment rate from 5.9 per cent under the PNM in 2010 to its 

lowest ever, which was 3.3 per cent in 2014. When we demitted office, the 

unemployment rate was 3.4 per cent. 
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So, Madam President, we have to ask ourselves, where are we now under the PNM 

Government. Not one of them could stand on the other side, could stand and say 

that they have reduced the employment rate.  So even if you try to blame the 

previous Government, blame us for reducing unemployment in Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

2.30 p.m. 

Madam President, according to the Review of the Economy 2018 for the 

period January to September2017, the unemployment rate thanks to the PNM is 

now at 5 per cent; 5 per cent.  Joblessness under this Government, Madam 

President, unemployment and underemployment, lack of job security, unemployed 

of the very qualified, those are issues that affect the psyche of not only our young 

people, but the working class in general.   

The UNC’s track record of job growth while in Government is in stark 

contrast to that of this administration that has been in Government for four years 

without having a turnaround.  It has been a miserable four years for employees, 

and even by extension, Madam President, the trade unions because when they fire 

so many people, they fire people on this large-scale basis, the union membership 

declines and they are borderline wiping out some of these unions by decreasing 

their membership and decreasing their power.  

Madam President, I was very proud to be associated with the last UNC-led 

Government because it was a very labour-friendly government and, in fact, 

probably one of the most labour-friendly governments since the Independence of 

Trinidad and Tobago because we had that collaborative approach, that 

collaborative relationship with unions and union leaders and stakeholders in 

general.  It was because of that, partially because of that, the former UNC 
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Government was able to create over 55,000 new jobs, in addition to ensuring that 

the union things, as you call them, the negotiations, collective agreements and so 

on, that they were done, they were signed and improved the quality of life of 

working people in this Government.  But under the PNM what do you have?—

more jobs being lost, more people being fired. 

Madam President, I encounter young people who are qualified and who 

cannot find a job to suit their qualifications; that is very demoralizing to our nation 

and particularly to young people.   

One of the other concerns, Madam President, is that throughout the 

government service even where there are jobs or there are positions to filled, they 

are being filled with short-term contract employment.  It means that there is no job 

security; that these persons who serve in these contract positions also are not 

afforded, you know, some of the protections that we fight for, and I must say, the 

generation before us fought to protect workers in Trinidad and Tobago and you are 

denying them that.  I am sorry that the Minister of Trade, the hon.— 

Hon. Senator:  And Industry.   

Sen. K. Ameen:  Sorry, not the Minister of Trade, the Minister of Labour and 

Small Enterprise Development, the hon. Sen. Jennifer Baptiste-Primus is not here 

today because she is out of the country.  I know I have heard her on various 

occasions at public events mentioning the fact that the Government intends to work 

on reducing contract labour within the public service, and ensuring that vacancies 

in the public service are filled.  That is being said for four years, I have seen 

nothing with that improvement [Desk thumping] and it is just another failure by 

this Government.  And I know perhaps this would have been an excellent 

opportunity for the Minister to explain the progress in those promises and indicate 
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whether it is yet another empty promise from this Government. 

Madam President, when I look at the variations proposed before us under the 

various Heads and Sub-Heads, I have seen—we see a number of instances where 

contract employment where moneys are being supplemented to facilitate the 

payment of salaries and so on in the area of contract employment, so I want to go 

into that a bit, Madam President, as I just touch on some of the Heads that I have 

concerns over.  Before I do that, Madam President— 

Madam President, I want to begin with very recently in the public domain 

there has been much criticism from the associated union with regard to the contract 

employment and the changes in the employment regime in the Judiciary.  The sum 

of $31,682,000 has been requested to facilitate the payment of salaries and arrears 

of salaries to contract officers in the Family Court; so that is under 02/001/16 

which is Contract Employment.   

So, Madam President, it must be noted that the workers have been 

expressing concern that they would be out of a job as of September 1st when the 

court develops the new court system that will be guided by the new Criminal 

Division and District Criminal and Traffic Courts Bill.  The union leader who 

represents them has been quoted as saying that they feel that they will be fired by 

September 1st and even before that, so they have been calling for a response from 

the Judiciary and questioning the procedure. 

The issue here, Madam President, is that 800 persons working in the 

Judiciary are at risk of losing their jobs and they are going to abolish over 600 

positions, the other 200 would probably be told to go back to Service 

Commissions, reapply, take leave and so on, but again it speaks to the issue of 

contract employment and lack of job security and putting people on the breadline. 
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My question has do, one, with the workers.  Would the process of filling the 

vacant positions in the criminal division affect the existing Judiciary employees?  I 

also have concerns about the functioning of the court: How will this lack of job 

security and these contract positions affect the functioning of the court? 

I also have concerns with regard to the conditions, the existing space where 

you are going to have 600 new positions; is it the same space that you are going to 

utilize, and where are you going to provide for the new employees under the same 

poor working conditions.   

But, Madam President, contract-employment issues are not restricted to the 

Judiciary.  Throughout the public service the Minister, I mean, would have spoken 

about reducing contract employment, and it seems to be just another empty 

promise.   

In 2017, the head of the Economic Development Advisory Board—who, by 

the way, is appointed by the Government, so that the head of the Economic 

Development Advisory Board was appointed by this PNM Government—advised 

that the public service system was an outdated bureaucracy and needed to be 

reformed and replaced with human resource departments to make hiring qualified 

professionals more efficient.   

Added to that, recently at a JSC concerning the establishment of a service 

commission in Tobago, Minister Fitzgerald Hinds also echoed similar sentiments, 

and he stated that the Public Service Commission in this country is problematic 

and that his views were actually supported by the Leader of Government Business, 

Minister of Planning and Development, Mrs. Camille Robinson-Regis, but we have 

not seen although they have spoken, they have made statements, we have not seen 

any action, any planning in the direction of reducing contract employment.   
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So, I want to ask on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, when it 

comes to job security, stop mamaguying the population, work on really creating 

job security and proper planning for employment, and do your part to ensure good 

relations between Government and labour. 

Madam President, another area that I think comes under the—is the 

Personnel Department of the Ministry of Public Administration.  While workers 

are going home, while you are removing people with job security and hiring people 

on contract with no job security, while you are firing people left, right and centre, 

the Government comes to this Parliament to ask for $2 million which is the sum 

required to customize and outfit a new building situated at No. 3 Alexandra Street, 

St. Clair, which was procured to relocate the staff of the personnel department.  

Priorities?  These are your priorities?   

Madam President, this issue was the subject of a lot of public debate, and it 

was in fact because of the Leader of the Opposition, that the population got to 

know about this scandalous [Desk thumping] matter.  When—and a lot of it had to 

do with the negotiations for the property, when it started and whether the Attorney 

General of Trinidad and Tobago benefited inappropriately.  

Madam President, I want to join in the voices that have expressed concern 

over the procurement of this property at No. 3 Alexandra which is associated with 

the Attorney General, the additional funds being requested today of $2 million to 

outfit the building.  Madam President, we have no indication whether this is a total 

cost to outfit the building, and from what we have heard in the public domain, the 

cost is really $38 million, so this $2 million is just a lil drop in the bucket.  So you 

have already spent $38 million to outfit the building, and then you are asking for 

an additional $2 million.  



90 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. Ameen (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

Madam President, it is very clear from looking at this matter that the move 

from where the Personnel Department was housed in Barataria where it was a 

rented property as well, was not a move that was planned in advance.  It is very 

clear that the decision to move to No. 3 Alexandra seems to be an unplanned and 

perhaps a forced decision, a decision that was forced upon the Ministry of Public 

Administration of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Madam President, the Minister of Public Administration indicated in 

Parliament in response to this matter, that in 2009 the Government back then had 

expressed interest in renting the property and so on, she had indicated that in 2012, 

and this seems to be trying to pull the UNC into their bacchanal.  She said that in 

2012 under the UNC, the Minister of Housing and Urban Development, then Dr. 

Roodal Moonilal, wrote to the Attorney General’s wife requesting about the 

availability of the same building.  She was very careful to gloss over the fact that— 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen, I need to caution you a little bit in making your 

references to Ministers, that you refer to them by their proper title.   

Sen. K. Ameen:  Sure.  Sorry.   

Madam President:  All right?   

Sen. K. Ameen:  Of course, my apologies.  The Minister of Public Administration 

was very careful to gloss over the fact, that the building was— 

Madam President:  You cannot say that, Sen. Ameen.  Have a seat.  

Sen. K. Ameen:  Oh. Well, I will use another phrase.  

Madam President:  Yes.  Okay.  

Sen. K. Ameen:  Thank you.  Madam President, the Minister of Public 

Administration did not indicate the fact that in October 2017, the Ministry of 

Labour and Small Enterprise Development expressed an interest in the building, 
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and in December of 2018, a full year later, the Ministry withdrew interest, but no 

reason was provided by the Minister as to why the Ministry was no longer 

interested.   

The Minister said that in April of 2018, the personnel department had 

indicated an interest and when in December the Ministry of Labour and Small 

Enterprise Development withdrew, the Personnel Department renewed interest and 

within two months had managed to get all the various stages negotiated, assessed, 

resolved, and a Cabinet Note drafted and submitted at the very start of February. 

Madam President, what the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise 

Development could not do in over a year, was achieved by the Personnel 

Department between December 27th, over the Christmas holidays—and we know 

what the public service works like over the Christmas holidays—and by February 

7th, boom!—contract, approval, assessments and so on.  

Madam President, the Minister’s statement boasted that the building was 

value for money and described it as a brand new A-class building.  But, Madam 

President, this raises more concerns in the eyes of the public, because all the 

funding for rental of this building, the funding for outfitting the building, clearly 

was not budgeted which is a very clear indication that there was no plan to move 

into this building.   

The Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development hadindicated—had 

been trying for a year with no success but alas, the great PNM managed to 

complete the negotiations and ensure that a building associated with the Attorney 

General was rented for millions of dollars which would— 

Sen. Mark:  $23 million over a three-year period. 

Sen. K. Ameen:—$23 million over a three-year period and it will continue. 
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[Device goes off]  

Sen. Mark:  That is corruption.   

Sen. K. Ameen:  So, Madam President, if that is not corruption, I do not know 

what is, and the PNM seems to be proud of it. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen.  Will the Senator with the offending device 

please leave the Chamber and you can return in five minutes. Sen. Ameen, I just 

want to caution you to tighten up your contribution.  Thanks.   

Sen. K. Ameen:  Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, it pains me as a 

citizen of this country to see matters where you have millions of dollars just being 

pilfered.  Well, let me—I should try to use another term but, Madam President, 

how else you do you describe it?—it is so blatant. But I want to, I want to— 

Madam President:  Sen. Amen, can you describe it in another way?  Please, 

rephrase.  Okay?    

Sen. K. Ameen:  Yes.  Madam President, it pains me to see money going to waste.  

It pains me to see a certain elite group benefiting, and it pains me to see what the 

reality is outside there on the ground in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Madam President, while we have that happening, you know, one thing I 

have been observing that I really want to touch on.  I do not want to go into 

national security and the PNM’s failure at increasing security and reducing crime 

in Trinidad and Tobago, but there is one aspect of crime-fighting that I want to 

touch on and that is the social aspect of crime reduction; and I say the social 

aspect.  

Madam President, I believe that crime-fighting, there are various aspects.  

There is the law enforcement, the hard part which is men on the ground in boots 

and guns; there is the provision of opportunities for those in at-risk communities 
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especially to improve themselves, to empower themselves and to remove 

themselves from a life of crime.  

What I have observed, Madam President, is that the PNM has reduced the 

Government priority and the spending with regard to those programmes, 

particularly military-led programmes that deal with youth empowerment and 

training.  It seems, Madam President, I have seen in successive budgets and I have 

spoken about it, that there is a reduction in the allocation to programmes like the 

CCC, Civilian Conciliation Corps, MiLAT and MYPART.  And here we have a 

request for a sum of $12 million to facilitate the continuation of the CCC 

programme for the period July to September, 2019. 

Madam President, this tells me, again, that the PNM has not placed a priority 

on these programmes, because of poor planning they are asking for this additional 

money.  Because they chose to cut the allocations in the budget which we warned 

them against, you now have CCC coming up short.  And I know for a fact that 

these programmes have been deprived of funding for a lot of their activity during 

the financial year, and you have reached to the stage now where you realized 

“water more than flour” and you need an additional $12 million. 

Madam President, I want to ask this Government even now, those 

programmes that particularly benefit the at-risk youth, that provide empowerment, 

that provide training, that you not cut on those programmes, that you ensure that 

those programmes continue to remain active and viable.  

I do not recall any Minister accounting for how many persons are currently 

enrolled in the CCC over the last few years, 2017, 2018, 2019.  We do not know if 

this $12 million is based on an increase in enrolment, but certainly we know that 

the budgeted figure was reduced in the 2019 Estimates of Expenditure and it was 
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actually less than what was given in 2018, only to be increased even higher in the 

2019 variation before the House at present.  So I have concerns about that, and I 

want to tell you that if you have proper planning, that will not take place.   

I want to move now, Madam President, to education.  It is my belief that 

spending on education is not just spending, it is an investment.  Whether it is 

spending by a government or by a family, spending on education is an investment.  

Kofi Annan said that: 

“Education is the premise of progress, in every society, in every family.” 

And I fully support that, I fully agree with that.  My areas of concern that are 

expressed in the budget debate— 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. K. Ameen:  My areas of concern that are expressed in the budget debate had 

to do with the cut, reduction in security especially for schools in the at-risk areas; 

the cut in allocation for auxiliary and support staff including guidance officers, 

social officers, counsellors; the repair and maintenance of schools; the incomplete 

schools under construction that was started by People’s Partnership Government, 

many of them which are 75, 80 and 90 per cent complete, that this Government has 

failed to bring to completion in their four years in office.   

Madam President, the Minister of Education is either misinformed or 

deliberately misleading the public when the Minister indicated— 

Madam President:  Sen. Ameen, you cannot say that.  Please, rephrase. Okay? 

Sen. K. Ameen:  Okay.  Well, the Minister seems to be uninformed—it might be 

better if I just say that, because I do not want to ascribe, you know.  Well, Madam 

President, the Minister seems to be very uninformed about what is taking place.   

I saw no change in allocation to pay contractors who were unpaid since the 
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change in Government.  This Government has refused to pay contractors who 

started working on several schools, because of that the work has stopped, and there 

are many schools that are just closed up, some of them have been vandalized, 

many of them are overgrown in bushes, and it would not take much for the 

Government to allow these contractors to finish these schools.  In fact, every day 

that you leave those schools unattended, it will cost the Government more.  You 

have failed in this Bill, Madam President, the Government has failed to bring any 

allocation to deal with those schools. 

The Government has also been indicating that they are not aware of the 106 

schools built by the People’s Partnership Government.  I want to put those 106 

schools on record, but I know I only have five more minutes, but I want to tell you 

that those 106 schools constructed under the People’s Partnership Government 

from 2010 to 2015, could withstand all scrutiny, any audit nationally and 

internationally [Desk thumping] and under the leadership of Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar as Prime Minister, this country stood proud of its school 

construction achievements.  

Madam President, I want to continue to plead, the Ministry of Education in 

several areas, it is being poorly managed, it is being understaffed, it is being under-

resourced and the suppression of spending is not a saving.  The suppression of 

spending seems to be this Government’s method to deal with—to try to indicate to 

us that they have savings.   

Madam President, many of their programmes continue to be “pie in the sky”, 

and before I close I want to mention the Minister of Trade and Industry spoke 

about a fashion programme where people will be trained in fashion and tailoring 

and so on.  Madam President, the Minister is encouraging people to spend their 
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money to come to attend this programme.  These programmes are not accredited.  

The Government needs to tell people that.  So while the Government is spending 

millions of dollars, the people who all participate will get a certificate that may not 

even be worth the paper it is printed on.  So you cannot bring an unaccredited 

programme to the nation as a solution.  Madam President, that is incompetence, 

[Desk thumping] that is another failure, and you are continuing to sell dreams to 

people in this country, and you will see the result come general election 2020.  

Thank you, Madam President. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Sen. Seepersad. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Charrise Seepersad:  Thank you, Madam President, for the opportunity to 

contribute to the Bill on:  

“…the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act No. 16 of 

2018)” 

Madam President, with respect to the macroeconomic statistics presented, if 

50 per cent of the data is correct, I can conclude that the economy is moving in a 

positive direction, and credit must be given accordingly. International financial 

institutions have also confirmed that this is so.  Nevertheless, statistics are a 

snapshot at a specific point in time, and as the Minister of Finance pointed out, we 

are not insulated from the vagaries of international events which can and will affect 

us. Therefore, prudent management of the economy is not debatable.  

Now, the Minister of Finance indicated that for the first half of the fiscal year 

expenditure was contained by $2.55 billion, whether this is prudent management or 

faulty budgeting and execution, it is not clear.  We can still agree that the economy 

is not completely out of the woods since economic growth and sustainability 

continues to be tied to the energy sector.  This is despite the underlying 
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uncertainties with respect to fluctuating prices and diminishing supplies. 

Madam President, the list of indebtedness to various financial institutions is 

pretty long.  In December 2018, the Central Bank recorded the net public sector 

debt of $98.9 billion which represents 62.2 per cent of the GDP.  The Government 

has acquired a US $200 million loan to develop roads and pledged to issue a $1 

billion housing bond and settle all VAT refunds, the VAT refunds amount to $4.6 

billion. 

The Government has had to borrow to acquire ferries for Tobago, service the 

existing debt—and that is the number one repayment—and settle public sector 

contracts of which $5 billion is to pay public servants.  

During the first three months of the 2018/2019 financial year, the 

Government borrowed approximately $1.7 billion from the domestic capital 

market to finance the closure of Petrotrin and to provide budgetary support.  The 

loan of $1.7 billion was two bonds underwritten by First Citizens Bank.  Petrotrin 

also contracted short-term loans of US $197.3 million financed by Scotia Trust, 

$50 million; FCB, $125 million; Republic Bank, $22.3 million; all this is US 

dollars. 

The Government has a primary fiscal deficit going back many years, this 

means that the country is in deficit even before the interest on existing debt is paid.  

We are incurring more debt to pay interest on existing debt; is this advisable?  

Further borrowing, of course, only exacerbates the problem. 

Also, Madam President, I have been unable to find any plan to reduce the 

deficit and to reduce indebtedness.  There is also uncertainty about the future of the 

Atlantic LNG Train 1 which received a 20-year tax holiday when it began 

operations in March1999.  BP has said it recently had disappointing results from 
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two infill drilling programmes, and while these fields are still producing, BP has 

had to revise its production forecast for 2020 and 2021.   

These volumes would have been used to supply gas under a new sales 

agreement which is not yet signed between BPTT and Atlantic for Train 1. 

Therefore, there will be challenges to BPTT’S gas supply to Train 1 after 2019.  

3.00 p.m.   

Madam President, for BPTT, this would mean a 20 per cent drop in 

production, and a 12 per cent decline in Trinidad and Tobago’s natural gas 

production.  It is also likely to lead to a fall in crude oil output, because there will 

be less condensate from the country’s third largest oil producer and it will reduce 

Atlantic LNG’s production to less than 70 per cent of its capacity.  This means a 

loss of revenue of hundreds of millions of dollars to the Government in taxes from 

the production of oil and gas and the export of LNG.  This can put any economic 

recovery at risk, since it is expected that increased natural gas production will be 

the primary driver of our economic growth.   

Madam President, this will hurt TTNGL.  Phoenix Gas Processors will have 

fewer liquids to process, because of the reduction in the volume of gas available 

for processing.  It would also further damage Trinidad and Tobago's confidence in 

the downstream energy sector.  So what are the basic requirements for every 

citizen?  Food, shelter, clean air, health, safety, water, energy, to name a few.  

These needs must be addressed in a meaningful way.  Building more roads to 

reduce the traffic congestion is a plaster, not a long-term solution.  The road 

network we now have is in dire need of repair and maintenance.  Improved public 

transport will reduce the volume of traffic, air pollution and the frequency of road 

repairs and maintenance.  Again, building more facilities to care for sick people is 
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costlier in the long run than a programme of education and facilities to engender 

healthy habits.  Another irony, Madam President, is that in this day and age we are 

still subsidizing truck borne water.  My point I believe is clear.  And while we 

continue to rely primarily on the energy sector for revenue inflows, we may not be 

able to extricate ourselves from this quagmire.  Diversifying the economy is on the 

lips of many people, but the concept needs to be activated and implemented in a 

meaningful way.   

Madam President, one further point.  The EU Code of Conduct was a matter 

not dealt with by the Minister of Finance.  The European Union Code of Conduct 

Groups’ agenda of curtailing half-full tax practices within the Caribbean region 

remains a significant issue for Trinidad and Tobago.  It is expected that at the EU 

Finance Ministers meeting in May 2019 Aruba, Bermuda and Barbados will be 

removed from the EU Code of Conduct list of non-cooperative jurisdictions.  

Trinidad and Tobago however, is expected to remain on the list because of non-

compliance with the EU standards in transparency and exchange of information for 

tax purposes, and for failing to address the tax practices under the Free Zones Act.  

The impact of Trinidad and Tobago’s continued inclusion on the list of non-

cooperative jurisdictions is that the country could be behest with adverse tax 

measures by individual EU Member States, as well as reduced funding and 

guarantees from institution within the European Union.  Without a clear solution to 

adhering to the EU Code of Conduct, Trinidad and Tobago’s continued non-

compliance is expected to have an impact on business in the country.   

Finally, Madam President, the situational analysis points to revenue 

decreasing at an increasing rate and expenditures increasing at an increasing rate.  

As the gap widens, the debt burden becomes heavier on citizens now and in the 
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future.  In my view, this is an untenable situation.  Thank you, Madam President.  

[Desk thumping]  

Madam President:  The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries. 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. Franklin 

Khan):  Thank you very much, Madam President.  Madam President, I thank you 

for allowing me to join in this debate on the supplemental appropriation Bill that 

was ably presented in the House of Representatives by the hon. Minister of 

Finance, and now equally ably presented by the Minister in the Ministry of 

Finance, [Desk thumping] by my fellow Senator, Sen. Allyson West, Minister in 

the Ministry of Finance.  Madam President, the key message of this statement, I 

think, could be capsuled, and I quote from the Minister of Finance’s speech in the 

House:  The first quarter of 2018, we moved from negative to 0.9 per cent positive, 

for the first time in many years.  The second quarter, 2.1 per cent, and the third 

quarter, 1.5 per cent.  Three quarters of economic growth by any economic 

definition, is economic recovery.  That is the theory of economics.  So what spin 

are you trying to put on this?  No good news in this country is taken well by the 

UNC.  So, I will just read some other key economic “parabusters”: 

A revised growth production of 0.9 per cent by the World Bank for 2019.  They 

were saying negative growth again.  Headline inflation as of March 2019, 1.5 per 

cent. “Dey saying it eh have no liquidity in the economy.”  This economy has so 

much liquidity it “ent” funny.  Inflation head 1.5 per cent; actual collection of non-

oil revenue of 17.795 million for the period October 2018 to March 2019, 

compared to 17,117 which is 17.1 billion for the corresponding period, more than 

we collected last year.  Oil and gas taxes excluding royalties up by 672 million, 

year on year for the first six months of fiscal 2018.  Royalty collection for the 
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period October 2018 to March 2019 of 1.48—1,484,000 or 1.48 billion as 

compared to 2.3 billion for the entire fiscal year, and is only half, and we collected 

1.4 already, so you are looking at possibly three possibly three point something.  

Fiscal deficit relative to GDP of 3.1 per cent based on mid-year estimates as 

compared to 3.95 per cent for fiscal 2018.  So your fiscal deficit is reducing.  

As at March 2019, that is two months ago, net public sector debt to GDP 

ratio was 61.7 per cent, which is well within international standard.  Jamaica is 

over 100 per cent, Barbados is over 120 per cent, I think.  As at April 26, 2019 the 

net official foreign reserves was US 7.35 billion, which covers 8.3 months of 

imports; 8.3 months import cover.  It is probably one of the best figures in the 

Third World.  Barbados probably have four weeks, if so many.  The net asset value 

of the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund as at April 26, 2019 was US $6.085 billion, 

financial year to date return of 2.1 per cent.  Most investments in the United States 

is 1 to 2 per cent.  This has a positive return in this type of economic global 

economy.  Is great news.   

All this is indicative of the positive attributes of the economy.  But I will 

deal with the growth, because the growth is largely driven by the energy sector and 

in particular natural gas production.  Some new dynamics have been playing over 

the last couple days about BP and Train 1 and all this type of drama.  I will deal 

with that comprehensively today during my contribution.  But, this debate really 

does not have much substance from the other side.  I almost did not have any notes 

to take for both Sen. Mark and Sen. Ameen.  But, I would not let them get away 

scotch free by the same token.  Sen. Ameen mentioned how they settled so many 

outstanding labour negotiations.  Ask Ancel Roget of the Oilfield Workers Trade 

Union.  “Allyuh” did not settle one with the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union 
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because of spite, because that left the Partnership.  

Sen. Ameen:  “All yuh mash up the whole union, worse yet.”   

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  Good?  Because of spite from the—[Crosstalk]  

Madam President:  And please could I have some decorum while the Minister is 

making his contribution.  Continue Minister.  

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  Your legacy in settling industrial disputes was weeks 

before you demitted office you settled an outstanding back pay to the Public 

Services Association for a whopping $5 billion, moneys which you did not have, 

and could not raise.  It was left to the PNM to honour that commitment.  We paid it 

in two tranches from borrowed money which obviously should not have been a 

priority expenditure at the time, but we honoured the contracts and we honoured 

the commitment of previous Government, because government is a continuous 

process.  

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  They do not understand that.   

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  Let me just respond to two statements by Sen. Mark, 

because he was a little unimpressive today, eh.  Normally “he does” rant and rave 

and create some excitement, albeit, not on facts, but he still creates excitement.  

Today, he lacked neither fact nor excitement. [Laughter and desk thumping]. 

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  I wish he was here to hear that. 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  He spoke about housing in Moruga and in Toco/Sangre 

Grande.  Social service, social surveys. Madam President, through you, the social 

surveys have showed that the two constituencies that have the highest level of 

poverty in Trinidad and Tobago is Moruga/Tableland and Toco/Sangre. 

Moruga/Tableland is a marginal seat, we know that.  Toco/Sangre Grande is not.  I 

was the Member of Parliament for Moruga/Tableland.  I know the poverty.  I had a 
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programme there called “Fix your Front Step”, because every time you walked in 

the constituency you had to be balancing to go up a broken front step, because you 

could fall down.    

Today through innovation, this housing programme has won an international 

award.  You creating a built—the people putting sweat equity and the Government 

is building a flat two-bedroom house for a $120,000, and that has been successfully 

executed in Samuel Cooper.  You know who lives in Samuel Cooper? The 

descendants of Merikins.  The entire village are descendants of Merikins, and if 

you saw where they were living, in squalor.   It is not PNM, it is not UNC.  It is 

dealing with poverty in Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping]  The same thing in 

Toco/Sangre Grande. You go to parts of Valencia, to parts of Mathura.  

Toco/Sangre Grande has the most squatters in Trinidad.  People do not squat 

because they are wicked, people squat because they probably have no alternative, 

and the Squatter Regularization Programme is going well, and we have put that 

concept that was developed in Moruga/Tableland into Toco/Sangre, the train line 

in San Fernando West, and we are rolling it out to various depressed and deprived 

communities in Trinidad and Tobago.  What is so wrong with that?  

And finally, but I would deal with that later on, but I just want to mention it 

here, Sen. Mark spoke about no direct foreign investment.  I will quote from the 

BP’s president in an interview this morning on CNC3.  Most people would have 

seen it, because everybody gung-ho on this Train 1 matter.  She was asked by 

Hema Ramkissoon, the moderator, “Is BP making a profit in Trinidad and 

Tobago?”  And she said, “Yes, it is making a profit, but it is experiencing negative 

cash flow.”  And you know why it is experiencing negative cash flow?  BP’s gross 

revenue per annum goes into billions of TT dollars.  But you know why they are in 
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a negative cash flow position?  Because the magnitude of their investments.  

Hundreds of millions of US dollars.  When the Prime Minister came back from 

Houston, BP and Shell and EOG committed to US $10 billion investment in the 

upstream energy sector over the next five years. BHP is drilling, Shell— 

Sen. Obika:  I thought you would have said transfer pricing? 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  I will deal with all.  Shell is drilling, BP is drilling.  It 

cost a pound and a crown to drill, especially in the offshore deep water.  So direct 

foreign investment is here.  So, let me now deal with the energy sector, and in 

particular the gas industry.  Madam President, the PNM, which I was proud to 

chair for 10 years, could boast about the creation of energy policy in this country.  

[Desk thumping]  If is one area we have not failed, one iota, is in the energy sector.  

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  People are learning from us.   

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  I will just quote a few examples:  It is the PNM that 

introduced the petroleum profit tax; talking the Sen. Vieira now.  Prior to Act No. 

22 of 1974, which was introduced by Dr. Williams, oil companies paid corporation 

tax which was 30 per cent, petroleum profit tax is 55 per cent.  You could imagine 

the amount of additional revenue this country generated from that?  Was he afraid 

to do it?  He analysed the situation.  It is done and now it is par for the course that 

oil companies pay petroleum profit tax of 55 per cent, way above corporation tax 

because it is a special industry that depletes a wasting asset.  Act No. 5 of 1981, the 

supplemental petroleum tax, and that came out after the Arab oil embargo.  

Because in 1974/’75 oil price raised from $6 to $36 a barrel; 400, 500 per cent 

increase in a short period of time.  The oil companies were experiencing windfall 

profits, not because of anything they did, was because of the international climate.  

Those days there was a guy in Saudi called Sheik Amani, say when Sheik Amani 
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sneezed the oil price raise.  Dr. Williams, probably one of his last tax before he 

died in 1981, was to introduce petroleum profit tax.   

Sen. West:  Supplemental. 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  Supplemental petroleum tax.  Even our own current 

Minister of Finance, for years we said royalty on gas was TT 1.7 cents per mcf, 

which effectively no royalties.  He was brave enough to introduce a 12 and half per 

cent royalty on natural gas.  For the first time.  I was in the Manning Cabinet, and 

he could not do it because there were consequences from the oil companies, and 

Minister Imbert and the Prime Minister saw it fit to do that.   

To date that has raised over $3 billion in revenue, additional, in calendar 

year 2018, because it came effective from the 1st of January, 2018.  It is the PNM 

that conceptualized the monetization of the gas resources of Trinidad and Tobago, 

the creation and the construction of Point Lisas, the entrance into LNG.  Mr. 

Manning was ostracized.  And you know, the same day for Borough Day was the 

20th Anniversary of the first shipment of LNG from Train 1.  I unveiled a plaque 

with the chairman of Atlantic.  And you know what the plaque had on it?  “To 

commission the first shipment by John Humphrey, Acting Prime Minister of 

Trinidad and Tobago.”  Conceptualized, built, accomplished by a PNM 

Government under Manning, and John Humphrey had the opportunity to sale the 

first shipment.  But that is how the energy sector works.  It matters not who in 

Government.  Energy policy is supposed to be continuous, and seamless, and that 

is what we strived to do.  It is the PNM that is now drifting away from the 

exploration and production licence to the production sharing contract, which is 

fundamentally superior in terms of returns to Trinidad and Tobago.   

Let me come closer to the present.  Under then Prime Minister Manning, he 
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formed something called the Cabinet Standing Committee on Energy.  It was 

chaired by the Prime Minister.  Because the thinking then was that an energy 

policy is so fundamental to the future of Trinidad and Tobago that it could not be 

left to one Minister.  I was in the Manning Cabinet at the time.  My colleague Eric 

Williams was the Energy Minister, and I told him is the worst Minister to be, you 

know, Energy, because you have no independence, because you are always under 

the watchful eyes of the Standing Committee of Energy.  I served on that Standing 

Committee, so did Dr. Rowley, as the then Minister of Planning.  Both of us are 

geologists, we know this.  And I saw how a well-functioning committee worked.  

Also on that committee was Dr. Lenny Saith.  All the chairmen of state enterprises 

in the energy sector and other energy experts, including Prof. Julien.  Lo and 

behold the UNC came in and all thing turned haywire.  

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  “Kilkitay”.  

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  In fact “kilkitay”.  The Standing Committee of Energy 

was in fact established, chaired by the then Prime Minister, Member for Siparia, 

hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar.  

Madam President, through you, for five years and three months, I have 

checked the records of the Minutes, the then Prime Minister did not attend a single 

meeting.  If that is not dereliction of duty, I say today without fear of contradiction, 

and Dr. Rowley honours that, the two most important committees, well three that 

the Prime Minister chairs, he is the chairman of the Cabinet, then he is possibly 

second, he is head of the National Security Council, and thirdly, the chairman of 

the Standing Committee on Energy.  I can tell you today, through you, Madam 

President, Dr. Rowley, I am a member of the Standing Committee on Energy 

obviously, there has never been a meeting of the Standing Committee on Energy, 
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and it is kept regularly, that Dr. Rowley did not personally chair.  [Desk thumping] 

So here we have a Prime Minister who did not attend a single meeting, so “she eh 

know what going on”.  [Laughter]  It was chaired sometimes by the Minister of 

Finance, the hon. Larry Howai; and sometimes I think by the Minister of Energy, 

Kevin Ramnarine.  Madam President, it was the one eye leading the blind.  And I 

say that without fear of contradiction, that Standing Committee was the one eye 

leading the blind.  I would not tell you who had the one eye and who were blind.  

And that is why everything went haywire, and hear what we did:  When Dr. 

Rowley and the PNM won the election, the first thing he did was re-establish with 

some level of integrity the Standing Committee on Energy chaired by him [Desk 

thumping] including myself, and I say this without fear of contradiction, the 

Minister of Finance, Minister Stuart Young and a couple other senior Ministers, 

never before, possibly in the history of Trinidad and Tobago, as a Cabinet existed 

as today with so much in-house expertise on the energy sector.   

We know what we are doing, and [Desk thumping] I can say without fear of 

contradiction, if I am out of the country Dr. Rowley could act for me, “I cyar tell 

he”, he is the boss. [Laughter] Colm Imbert acts for me sometimes, Stuart Young 

acts for me sometimes, and there are other people who are capable of doing it, and 

that is the depth of knowledge that we have within the PNM.  [Interruption]  Well, 

I will speak about Minister Young in a while.  What we met when we took over in 

2015, early 2016, declining gas production, 2016 gas production averaged 3.3 bcf 

per day.  Right now it is 3.9.  This is 600 million cubic feet more.  Expired 

upstream and downstream contracts.  The NGC is facing claims of TT $4 billion, 

and you do not renew a gas contract today for tomorrow and say renewed year in 

advance, two years, three years in advance.  All that the UNC did nothing, you 
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know, because was the one eye leading the blind, and if a fly goes into the one eye 

that you are seeing in, trouble for “yuh, yuh know”.  [Laughter]   

Declining—significantly declining revenues.  We were saddled with lower 

oil and gas prices.  I will deal with this one a little later on.  I hope I have enough 

time.  More than generous tax concession given by the UNC, and more than 

generous is an understatement you know.  And finally, and probably most 

importantly, significant revenue leakage, especially from the trading of LNG.  

What did the Prime Minister do?  The first matter he had to sort out was the 

upstream contracts.  He went to Huston, Minister Young accompanied him, I was 

not there I was sick at the time.  He did not sign a deal with BP and EOG, he 

brokered the facilitation because the talks were deadlocked.  Eventually NGC, BP 

and EOG signed a gas supply agreement.  Because of that, that is when they made 

the commitment for the US $10 billion investment over the next five years.  And 

probably the most significant thing he has done in this term was to attempt to deal 

with the leakage of revenue on something called “Spotlight on Energy” which was 

held at the Hyatt.  That was a seminal seminar.  

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  “Yep.” 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan:  To use a pun.  For the first time as Government we came 

to the national community, and the international press and the world, and said, “Hi 

guys, Trinidad is being short changed by the international oil companies.”  We 

make no apologies for that, because it was in fact happening.  

The Prime Minister, myself, couple other people, delivered addresses at the 

seminar.  Oh gosh, trouble now.  First thing the UNC say, “Yuh running foreign 

investors.”  Remember that?  The Trinidad Energy Chamber said “You have to 

honour the sanctity of the contracts.”  We know that.  Even the Oilfields Workers’ 
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Trade Union who we invited to the Spotlight did not turn up, and “doh” talk about 

the commentators, Carolyn Seepersad-Bachan, [Laughter] a resurgent Kevin 

Ramnarine, and I would deal with them later on, if I have time.  “I doh know how 

much time yuh giving meh”, you know, Madam President, and the famous and 

infamous Mariano Browne, the man who knows everything.  [Laughter] 

One thing I could tell you again as a ten-year chairman of the PNM, Mariano 

Browne claims he has a PNM card but he does not speak in any form or fashion for 

the People’s National Movement. 

3.30 p.m. 

So coming out of the seminar, coming out of the Spotlight on Energy, two 

things happened, we established, no—yeah, the Prime Minister established 

telegraph to BP and Shell in particular, this is where we are going. He formed what 

we called an empowered negotiation team which I chaired, or I should say co-

chaired with Minister Young. We had industry experts and more importantly, we 

engaged two internationally reputable consultants, White & Case, the world’s 

number legal law firm out of New York and Poten & Partners, the company that 

did the gas master plan and brought to our attention the leakage of revenue. We 

had Wendell Motley, ORTT most deserving and couple other key people. Never 

before, and I say this without fear of contradiction, had a Government been so 

prepared to enter into negotiation with international oil companies in the history of 

Trinidad and Tobago. We have concluded the first rounds of negotiation with BP; 

within weeks, we will be concluding with Shell. When the Prime Minister went to 

CHOGM in 2018 or 2017, somewhere there, he met with the leader of BP and 

Shell, and he told them, I was in the meeting, in no uncertain terms, you are 

making a hefty profit in Trinidad and Tobago and your shareholders are pleased, 
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but my shareholders are not pleased, and we have to coexist on mutually agreeable 

terms if this has to be a long-term relationship. So said, so done. Companies 

accepted, and I must report today that these negotiations are going extremely well.  

But the Prime Minister, as leader of Cabinet and as leader of the Standing 

Committee and Energy, leads from the front, he led in Houston, he led in London, 

he led at the Hyatt on the Spotlight on Energy and he is able to take the lead again 

at the end of this month when we go back to the Hague to meet with Shell, when 

we go back to London to meet with BP and then we fly across to Houston to meet 

with EOG and some of the other companies. That is what leadership is about, not 

flying in helicopter from south to north, and Madam President, if there has been 

prudent leadership in any sector of this economy, it has been in the energy sector. 

And today I want to publicly thank and congratulate my leader who has supervised 

me very well over this period so that today, together with him and other Ministers, 

in particular Minister Young and Minister Imbert, I think we are starting to see the 

results of our very, very hard work. I thank all the technocrats, the executive at the 

NGC, the consultants; I mean, I do not want to say too much but I mean White & 

Case has been so impressive, I wonder why we did not think that way before.  

With regard to the negotiations, I will speak on one aspect of it which is the 

new Train 1 pricing structure, and both Sen. Seepersad and Sen. Deonarine spoke 

about gas and gas prices, Sen. Deonarine in particular about the gas price. Gas 

price is not a very simple issue. We quote a price in a budget but it is not a linear 

relationship. Gas prices are very complex. Most of our contracts are based on 

Henry Hub and Lake Charles which are no longer even gas importing areas, they 

are now gas exporting areas for LNG, so that reference is obsolete. We have 

established a price for Train 1 which I will give the basic formula, it is one-third 
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Brent which is based on high value crude, one-third JKD which is the most 

lucrative market in the world. JKD stands for the Japan/Korea eastern market 

which includes China, and one-third NBP which is a European reference. So it is a 

basket. Because we are quoting $3 for MMBtu for gas here but the traders who 

take the cargoes from Point Fortin, switch cargoes in the ocean, and that very gas 

that we are paying Henry Hub prices for, goes to China and sells at $8 and $10 per 

MMBtu, but, they have broken no law, you know, they tell you that around the 

negotiating table, so that is why we have to tighten up on the system.  

We were in a tenacious position where we have to honour the contracts, but 

we have to bring to them that while sensu stricto to the contract says that, there is 

something called fairness, and when international oil companies deal with 

sovereign states there is a UN charter on that, that somebody has to give way. 

Luckily, they have and this is the new formula which will be the basis for the 

pricing of LNG as we continue when contracts expire, when licences and 

production sharing contracts expire. That is the formula we are working on when 

we go into the black box model for Atlantic to integrate all the Trains into a unified 

Train. So, Madam President, tell me how much time I have again. 

Madam President: You have until 3.44. 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan: Okay, thanks. So let me get into couple things specific, 

the lowest natural gas production we have had for years was in 2016. We averaged 

3.3 bcf, we averaged 3.36 bcf in 2017. I will deal with the BP issue just now. But I 

ask the question when you were producing 3.3 and 3.6 was not the four Trains 

operational? In 2018 we averaged 3.63. In 2019 we are expected to average 3.80 

but I just want to quote you some monthly figures. In January, we produced 3.36 

Bcf per day; in February we reached to a staggering 3.954— 
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Madam President: Minister, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan: Five more? 

Madam President: Five more. 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan: Okay, and then 3.85, and the story goes on. The 2017 

Ryder Scott reserves audit indicated for the first time since 2014 we have a year on 

year increase in proven reserves. It means we were finding more gas than we were 

using. Then we have all these series of projects that will come on stream: Angelin, 

Starfish and Dolphin, Cassia compression, Matapal, Colibri, Barracuda. Then there 

is the deep-water exploration very successful to date. BHP has found three wells 

with gas. They are quantifying the reserves. Again, that was initiative of the Prime 

Minister. He did not go to Australia for Austal alone, you know. He went, met 

BHP leaders, and today BHP has given up assets to the United States but they have 

kept Trinidad and as we speak, Madam President, BHP is only drilling deep water 

wells on two places on earth, the Gulf of Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago because 

the basin is prospective. We will have hiccups here and there but it is prospective.  

And finally the BP dry hole. I wanted to spend some more time on that. Today, the 

whole story was told by BP’s President in an interview out of Houston. There were 

not four dry holes, Minister Imbert said the information the Ministry of 

Information gave to him, one dry hole and one well that did not come up to the 

expectation that it was given. However, BP is forecasting a 200 million cubic feet 

per day deficit. I met with BP on Tuesday, that is yesterday, at a major technical 

session, all their geologists, geophysicists, or its reservoir petroleum engineers and 

their management and I asked for a detailed presentation as to what happened. 

They showed it to me. I am a geologist, my field is petroleum geology. I 

understood what risk to take, where they failed and why they failed. They need 
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some time to re-evaluate before they continue the programme, and I am very 

confident after we met with them in London, and after I told them look for 

alternative to make up deficits outside of the disappointment of those few wells, I 

think we will be in a better place. And, Mr. St. Patrick did say on the television this 

morning, all BP is saying at this point in time is they cannot sign a new gas supply 

contract for Train 1, whether it will be mothballed, whether it will be 

decommissioned or what, that is a matter for the Train 1 shareholders, but I am 

confident that this hiccup based on the micro gas situation that I already explained, 

we will find a solution. We have a secured supply for probably as far as the first 

quarter of 2020.  

So, Madam President, I hope I have put to rest some of the misinformation 

that is in the public domain. There is a challenge but it is not an insurmountable 

challenge. The country leadership is well seized of the matter. We have the 

expertise to deal with it. We are dealing with it at the highest level. BP, Shell and 

they are some of the best technologically driven oil companies in the world, if they 

cannot find solutions, who will. But they must find solutions in conjunction with 

the Government, and the Government is willing to support and make Trinidad and 

Tobago feel better. It is about feeling good. Those who strive on negativity could 

never be happy, because it is a psyche that you put to the people especially during 

an election time. And Trinidad and Tobago, a lot of the people in this country it 

matters not to them whether PNM or UNC in power, they want to see a better 

country, and if on election day they feel that they can see a better country under the 

PNM, which they will, they will vote for the People's National Movement. I thank 

you, Madam President. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Anita Haynes:  Thank you, Madam President, for recognizing me as I join in 
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this debate on what is commonly known as our mid-year review. I always like to 

speak after the Minister of Energy. I think he sets up my contribution well, and 

allows me to get a lot of context. The Minister of Energy always reminds us and I 

am grateful for that, that the PNM has been in power in this country the longest 

and that is 42 out of the 57 years. Because if you listen to the rest of them, you will 

think the history of Trinidad and Tobago started 2010 to 2015 and then now, and 

so therefore anything that happened, that went wrong in this country they want to 

blame the Kamla Persad-Bissessar administration.  

3.45 p.m.  

But the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries gives us a lot of context 

and historical data and I am glad, I am very glad that he brought up that he was 

once the representative for Moruga, because I will touch on that later on and I will 

ensure that I have time to touch on that.  But as the Minister ended, he spoke about 

the negativity, and it is a sentiment echoed that he echoed from the Minister in the 

Ministry of Finance earlier today speaking that people are trying to put negative 

energy into the conversation.  And I think the more that they buckle down and 

commit to that narrative that the facts are that the country is doing better and that 

they give us all of these numbers to say this is why you are doing better and ignore 

the issues plaguing citizens of Trinidad and Tobago—the issues that are of 

unemployment, of a lack of access to basic necessities—it just makes them look 

that much more out of touch with the reality that citizens face.   

And before I get into the substance, as the Minister of Energy and Energy 

Industries was speaking, the Newsday published an article by Dr. Gabrielle Hosein, 

entitled, “ʻEat Cake’ from Colm”.  Not everybody that speaks out is a UNC, you 

know, because if that is the case “we winning” by a big landslide.  [Desk 
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thumping] So the article, and I am quoting here and it is published today in the 

Newsday, written by Dr. Hosein—the—   

“Finance Minister Colm Imbert might as well have said, ‘let them eat 

cake.’ The phrase…historically symbolised disregard for struggling 

masses ketching to afford…basic necessities by suggesting more 

expensive alternatives out of reach except”—for—“the rich.  It’s his 

buoyancy in the face of obvious, everyday economic challenges that 

smacks with such disdain.”  

Madam President, that was how I intended to start, you know.  The more the 

Government Ministers come here and tell us the economy is growing, look we are 

doing well, look at these numbers and they ignore the everyday challenges facing 

citizens, it reeks with disdain for the people of this country.  The article goes on to 

say, Madam President:  

“Commonsense tells us that unemployment has significantly risen, 

and”—it—“has led to contraction across the economy. Statistics can’t 

disagree with commonsense”—when you—“haven’t collected 

unemployment data since the end of 2017.”  

Madam President, this is not the UNC, eh.  These are the people who live in 

Trinidad and Tobago, who interact and engage with students, because Dr. Hosein 

is a teacher, a professor, who is telling the Government, listen, the more you 

commit to this narrative that people are doing well despite the everyday challenges 

that we are seeing, it reeks with disdain.   

Madam President, you know, you are talking about, whenever we have a 

budget or a mid-year review, that is the debate that garners the most attention and 

it is because it speaks directly to the lives of the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, 
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to our bread and butter issues, and it speaks, we are talking about our present and 

we are talking about our future.  You do not hear anything about the future from 

this Government, eh, you only hear about the past and what happened in the past 

and that they are trying now to say, look, we have done our best right now but 

there is no hope for the future.  They do not actually give you anything that they 

intend to do, any projected numbers, any projected figures.   

But while people are paying attention, Madam President, I have structured 

my contribution here today to speak to a number of key groups who would be 

affected by the variation and supplementation here today.  Before I get to that, I 

forgot that I had to respond to the Minister of Trade and Industry.  The Minister of 

Trade and Industry I thought quite ironically said that we do not come here and 

discuss our plans with them.  I do not know if the Minister saw the contribution of 

the Leader of the Opposition in the House.  But the Leader of the Opposition went 

as far as to bring the UNC’s Economic Transformation Master Plan, 2020 to 

2025—[Desk thumping]—walked with a hard copy to the House and read out some 

of it.  So again, I am very—and I would like to invite the Minister of Trade and 

Industry, if you want to talk about our plans with us and you want to hear more we 

are in Grande on Monday, for our Monday night forum, you are welcome, [Desk 

thumping] welcome to join to us—you will hear. 

I remember in the run-up to the 2015 election we had a countdown clock as 

we were waiting for the PNM to say what their plan for the development of 

Trinidad and Tobago would be.  The countdown clock was running up until the 

election.  It is my respectful view that we could still keep that clock running, after 

all the four years of Government they still have not presented a plan, [Desk 

thumping] and they cannot present an achievement because there was no plan in 
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the first place.   

And you see, I want us to cast our minds back, just a little bit to 2018, the 

year of the turnaround.  I do not know if you all remember that, but it was the year 

of the, “I can see clearly now” that the country has turned around.  And I called it 

then, “political fiction” and one year later that has proven to be correct.  Because 

when you hear the word “turnaround”, a word that has been conspicuously absent 

from today’s debate—the new word is “stabilize”, eh.  You know what they are 

doing, Madam President, is they are lowering expectations.  You see that 

turnaround thing, “doh get too glad”, do not get too excited.  What we are talking 

about now is stabilize.  Because you see, Madam President, they promised the 

turnaround last year in the mid-year review and by the time we came to the budget 

they had shut down Petrotrin and put a number—thousands of people on the 

breadline.  And if that is their definition of turnaround I can see why they have 

stopped using the word, this year.   

But the PNM, Madam President, is right on target, I think.  Not on target 

with delivery, not on target with getting goods and services to the citizens of 

Trinidad and Tobago, but very much on target with the same old tired and quite 

frankly very predictable politicking.  If I did not know that this was the year before 

an election year I could tell from the nature of the spending the Government is 

willing to engage in now, and the commitment to this positive cheery outlook, 

these rose- coloured glasses and that reality. 

And you know, Madam President, I have a number of friends in the political 

science arena of academics.  And I said—as we would discuss it, that it could not 

be that the PNM really thought in 2019/2020 that you can starve and stifle a 

population for four years and come in the last year with goodies and that people 
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would believe that.  But it looks like that is exactly what they think would work.  

And I find that, I mean, I cannot believe that you are going to commit to your 

1950s, 1960s, 1980s politicking in 2020 and think it would work and you are 

sorely, sorely mistaken, eh.   

I would like to speak firstly, Madam President, to a group of people called 

the millennials.  The Minister in the Ministry of Finance had brought the 

millennials into a debate sometime earlier this year, where she said that we did not 

like—and I am a millennial because the age group is, it gets to 35 and I am not yet 

35.  And so I am in that millennial age group, and she said that we do not like 

sustainable employment, we prefer transitional employment because we like to 

move around.  I do not know that any of that is actually true.  But I want to speak 

to the millennials right now, because before us, Madam President, we are seeing 

that the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development is getting an 

additional $39 million.  And for what?  It is for the OJT Programme.  And I, like 

my colleague, Sen. Ameen, genuinely wish the Minister of Labour and Small 

Enterprise Development was here to really give us an account for this money.  I 

also know that there are thousands of persons who were waiting to hear from her, 

the same Petrotrin workers, so her silence has been very disheartening.  But, 

Madam President, I want to talk about this allocation and I want to talk directly to 

the millennials, because, what is the OJT Programme? 

According to its website, the OJT Programme is supposed to be: 

“…a pre-employment programme which offers participants between the 

ages of 16-35 an induction into the world of work and focuses on their 

acquisition of practical occupational skills and experience within 

organisations…” 
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So pre-employment.  Sen. Ameen, I think, quite ably demonstrated and as did other 

Senators did before me that there is a problem of unemployment in this country.  

Sen. Mark spoke about underemployment.   

But, Madam President, when we as a responsible Opposition keep saying to 

the Government, get your act together, put interventions in place, we have an 

unemployment problem in this country, we are told we are alarmist, I think they 

will start to call us dramatic, we are negative.  We are speaking for people who 

simply want the dignity of being able to earn a living, you know, Madam 

President.  And I think that the Government, which they meet these interventions 

with so much disdain and disregard because they cannot understand the concept of 

sustainable employment and what that means to the average everyday citizen—the 

ability to get up in the morning, pack your bag, go to work, earn your living. 

And you know, now we have one year before election you say to that age 

group 16 to 35, we have not put anything in place for sustainable employment for 

you, you are graduating, you have done all the right things, you went to school, 

you studied your work, you graduating from, whether it be high school, A levels, 

university, you are coming out and with the changes they have made to GATE not 

everyone can access tertiary education right now.  So some of them would have to 

go into the world of work.  And you are saying to them, here is what we would do 

for you: “hold a two years”; we are going to give the Ministry of Labour and Small 

Enterprise Development—and I think by now we have to drop this “small 

enterprise development” from the title of that Ministry because I cannot recall—

there is no small enterprise development going on in Trinidad and Tobago right 

now.  People are not comfortable and confident to take risk, so there is no small 

enterprise development, so I think we could safely drop that from the title of this 



120 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. Haynes (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

Ministry. 

But, Madam President, so you are looking at the young people, the future of 

this nation and you are saying to them, this is what the PNM has to offer you.  We 

will put 39-plus million dollars now, extra, pad up the Ministry of Labour and 

Small Enterprise Development and all that you deserve is two years pre-

employment and figure yourself out after that.  Because there is no overarching 

policy directing this OJT programme and where—despite what they are saying that 

you are going to go into fields, Madam President, that is so disconnected from the 

reality facing Trinidad and Tobago.  Right now I have people calling me, I have 

people who I went to school with, people with Master’s degrees who are 

unemployed in this country right now.  Yes, you will take the OJT and you will do 

the two years, and you are doing clerical work, you are doing anything that you get 

to do at this point in time you are doing it.  But to say to the citizens of this 

country, Madam President, to say to them that this, this is what the Government is 

doing for you, you need to be grateful, I think it is quite frankly insulting and the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago should reject it outright.  [Desk thumping]  

You see, Madam President, this 39-plus million dollars was not followed by 

or preceded by any policy on job creation.  Sen. Deonarine asked a question here 

today, a question I have also been asking many times: Is there any conversation 

between the Ministry of Education and this OJT Programme?  Are we trying to 

align our developmental goals in any way?  Are we focusing youth employment? 

Are we focusing our spend on education plus our spend on labour?  Are we doing 

any of these things, or are we simply throwing money at problems and hoping that 

it would sort itself out eventually?   

You know, Madam President, it is a Government that is always engaged in 
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simple arithmetic and no architecture, no developmental strategy.  So you put lil 

bits of money here, there and here, and you patch up a problem here, you patch up 

a problem there and you hope for the best.  And like I said, I am grateful I went 

after the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries who reminded us that the PNM 

has been in charge of this country for the majority of time since our independence, 

so the systems that I am talking about, the systematic failures that we are seeing in 

the country, have to lie at their feet.   

And I want to talk about Goal No. 8of the Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, presented by the International Labour Organization, titled, “Decent 

Work and Economic Growth”.  Madam President, this speaks about promoting 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth by looking at employment and decent 

work for all.  And I wanted to raise this point because it is a principle, a core 

principle of the United National Congress to say that all of us must share in 

progress, and decent work and access to decent employment is a central tenet of 

that.  And you know, Madam President, you can hear when Mrs. Persad-Bissessar 

said that we would create 50,000 jobs in five years, that was met by ridicule from 

the Government, laughter as usual, but I did not expect anything different, because 

from a Government that cannot create a single job, that is haemorrhaging jobs, of 

course you cannot understand how it is possible to create 50,000 jobs.  We do not 

expect you to know that because you are not doing it now.   

[MR. VICE-PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Mr. Vice-President, do you know that this Government has failed to put job 

creation at the heart of any of their policy decisions or developmental plans.  So 

you get—and also during the period, the second quarter of 2015, which was the 

end of the last full quarter of the People’s Partnership administration, led by Mrs. 
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Kamla Persad-Bissessar, to the end of the third quarter of 2017, you were looking 

at some 18,800 young persons between the ages of 20 to 34 who had lost their 

jobs.  That is the end of 2017.  We do not have the current data right now but I can 

almost assure you it is more.   

And, Mr. Vice-President, when you think about generating, and I want to 

stress the words here, decent work opportunities that will foster a path to 

development, that is what you ought to be offering the millennials; that is what you 

ought to be offering the young people of Trinidad and Tobago.  I am not saying we 

are going to put 39-plus million dollars into OJT and then that will solve your 

problem.  It will solve your problem for two years.  Yesterday I was on a morning 

programme and one of the callers spoke about—she had two daughters who were 

just out of school.  Both of them, they completed school and then completed the 

two years of the OJT Programme and then cannot find work, they cannot find work 

now and they are looking around and they are calling around.   

And, Mr. Vice-President, this is the situation facing so many, so many 

families that there are people—and I remember earlier on in the tenure of this 

Government, all this talk about handouts and where money was being spent with 

handouts and whatnot—when you invest in people, when you invest in your 

citizens, your country will prosper.  That is just how it works.  And if you are 

saying to people, if you are watching people who cannot get jobs, who cannot find 

decent work and you are telling them, listen the economy is still doing good, 

something is wrong with you as a Government.  And I will always stand by that, 

Mr. Vice-President.   

But I want to point out that in my of maiden contribution two years ago, on a 

budget debate, I said to the Government there are doctors in this country who are 
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unemployed and I was told by the Minister that it is because they do not want to go 

in rural communities to work, et cetera.  Mr. Vice-President, do you know the 

number of calls I have received since then to say this is absolutely not true?—that 

they just are simply not getting work.  Can you imagine that we live in a country, 

in a country, Mr. Vice-President, where you can go on to be a medical professional 

and unemployed?  You are looking to work shift—you know.  One of these young 

doctors is currently working in a gas station in south Trinidad, eh, and they would 

scoff at this and they would laugh at this, but when you have to pay your bills, 

right, when you have to pay your bills, you will take whatever opportunity you get.  

So I have no doubt, and I urge the young people to take the opportunity offered by 

OJT, but remember that this Government does not offer you sustainable 

employment.  [Desk thumping]  They are offering two years and nothing after that.   

Mr. Vice-President, I would like to now turn to one of the announcements 

made by the Minister in the Ministry of Finance who spoke about the port in 

Moruga.  So I am talking directly now to the people of Moruga and the Minister of 

Trade and Industry came on right after to speak about how a slew of activities in 

Moruga. Again, eh, not surprising that in 2019 the PNM has discovered that 

Moruga exists, right? Not surprising. Imagine, Mr. Vice-President, and they will 

not recall but a simple Internet search will show you, they dismissed protests in 

2016 where they were protesting for roads and now I am hearing about the road 

rehabilitation programme.  If you honestly believe that in 2020 that the population 

is still going to be fooled by freshly paved roads right before an election, you are 

dreaming. Right.  

The people of Moruga, two weeks ago were protesting for water, Mr. 

Vice-President.  But here you are telling us about the port, the port in Moruga.  
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And every time I hear it I cringe a little bit and I will you why.  Because I had done 

years ago research into this port and I am talking about years ago, eh.  Do you 

know the previews in movies, you always hear “coming attractions”, “coming 

soon”, that is the port in Moruga, that is a constant coming attraction.  You know 

this first appeared in a 2003 Budget Statement, right, Mr. Vice-President.  And the 

advocates then claimed that the project was a promise from the PNM since 1956. 

But it gets worse that that, eh.  In 2005, and I am sure the Minister of Energy 

and Energy Industries will not dispute any of this because this is good research 

here, that in 2005 the offshore fishing study and the design of the port was under 

2005, eh.  Cut to 2007, the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries now, 

former—well, the MP for Ortoire/Mayaro as it was at the time, 2007, said to the 

people of Moruga, a port would be built in Moruga.  He said then that the port 

would be the largest in the eastern Caribbean and it will accommodate 175 

pirogues and most importantly, this is my favourite, the work is expected to start at 

the first quarter of 2008 and cost some $150 million and that it would be delivered 

two years after.   

What year is this, 2019?  Right.  Same Minister of Energy and Energy 

Industries—now in 2016, as Minister of Rural Development, look at how much 

changes we had since then, eh, but Minister Khan said, plans are on the way to 

start work on the $200 million Moruga fishing port in November of this year.  The 

year is 2016 then, eh.  I will repeat, Mr. Vice-President, he said the project will—it 

is always the same two years, eh, the project will take two years and eight months 

to complete and it will be the biggest fishing port in the English-speaking 

Caribbean.  It is 2019.    

I mean, really and truly, Mr. Vice-President, I cannot believe this blatant 
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commitment to this mamaguy that you could still stand up here in 2019 and tell us 

the port will start and it will be completed in two years—they said 2021 now.  “Oh 

gosh”, at what point in time you are go stop mamaguying the people of Moruga.  

And this is historical fact, you know, Mr. Vice-President.  And I find it quite 

frankly, very shameless that you could stand up time and time and time again, 

promise the same thing, to the same people and not deliver it [Desk thumping] and 

then still have the gall to come and say to the people of Moruga the PNM is the 

way forward.  Absolutely not.  Absolutely not.   

Sen. S. Hosein:  They will build a step for you. 

Sen. A. Haynes:  Yes.  Now we heard about the step-building programme, that is 

probably why the port was not completed because they were building front steps.  

But I will tell you, because you know they like to talk about us—in five years the 

Moruga Police Station was built; there were two community centres in Marac and 

Hindustan, there were ECCE schools that were built and we left two under 

construction.  I bet you they would not tell us what the status of those are today.  

This is the UNC, eh—[Desk thumping]—Kanhai Presbyterian and New Grant 

Government Primary School were built; they installed lights on the recreation 

grounds and you are talking—[Interruption]—from Moruga, yes, if you were 

familiar.  [Crosstalk] I know you all are driving to cut ribbons, but at least stop 

every once and twice and see the work that was done, familiarize yourself with the 

work that was done. [Desk thumping] 

And I want to go back to that, this idea of being in power for 42 out of 57 

years of our independence that for the majority of this time you could be promising 

the people of Moruga the same thing, the same thing, come on.  Mr. 

Vice-President, I am telling you, that is why I cringe—because I have this 
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research, there is an entire briefing document on this one port that I would be very 

willing to share with the PNM, because I cannot believe “all yuh” still doing 

feasibility study, because “all ah dat was done ah ready, eh”, so you are 

mamaguying the people of Moruga.  [Desk thumping]   

Mr. Vice-President, I turn now to the $709 million that we were told that we 

have to return to the IDF that was used to facilitate bridge financing based on the 

closure of Petrotrin and the payment of termination benefits, et cetera, for the exit 

cost.  Mr. Vice-President, you as anybody would know, I have stood here, many 

times and said that they embarked on the closure of Petrotrin and that they had no 

plan and they had no—it was done in an ad hoc manner, it was done in a rushed 

manner and it was done without any consideration of the human cost and the 

impact that you would see.  And now we are seeing that, plainly on paper.  

Because if you are telling me that you had to take $709 million from the IDF 

because of the exit cost and we are not talking yet about the human cost and human 

factor, but if you are telling me that you now have to do that, it must mean that you 

had no idea how much this thing was going to cost you in the first place. 

So when we were telling you hold your hand, take your time, figure this 

thing out properly—in 2018, this is days after the announcement, in the statement 

that I made we were talking about the fact that Petrotrin played an important 

economic role in Trinidad and Tobago and it was a very important part of our 

energy and economic policy and I said then that the ripple effect of shutting down 

the refinery cannot be predicted but we ought to be embarking on this in a 

responsible manner.  And like I said, we ask for caution, we ask for you not be 

rash.  August it was announced, by November everything was shut down, and they 

are telling us that was not rash.   
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But before I came here today, Mr. Vice-President, I am still in contact with 

quite a number of these former Petrotrin workers, a vast majority of whom have 

not been able to find jobs after.  Another fact that the Government scoffs at.  Is not 

that they are sitting idly by, you know, they are looking for work, because they 

have mortgages, they have bills mounting and they are watching the severance 

package just slip away, slip away. 

And one of these Petrotrin workers said to me, you know, one of them said 

to me, Mr. Vice-President, that had the Government just simply put a committee in 

place to gather information about the 5,000-plus workers that they were going to 

let go, things could have been different.  Because then you could have had targeted 

interventions, targeted interventions in the employees.  But we know they did not 

care about those people.  We know they did not know any of them.  They could not 

tell us the number, the number was guesswork.  All we knew was all, all, all, all.  

But they were guessing the numbers and they referred to the people as numbers.  

And all they were asking for was targeted intervention.  You know, things like, 

how many people had mortgages with TTMF and therefore maybe we could look 

at a targeted intervention that way.  How many people have children in school?  

Targeted intervention. 

Instead, we are looking at $709 million, $709 million that we know of now.  

Nobody has told us the total cost of the shutdown yet, eh.  [Desk thumping] 

Nobody has told us the total cost of the shutdown.  But $709 million we are talking 

about today, just here, you take this, you take this, look “all yuh” severance, we 

making “all all yuh rich”, that is what they were telling us.  People are still 

suffering today, we had no targeted interventions, no targeted approach, it was rash 

and, Mr. Vice-President, people are still paying the price for their poor decision 
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making today.  

Now, I want to look at the $10 million for TTT.  I was on a panel discussion 

recently with the Minister in the Ministry of Finance where this $10 million came 

up and we were told that it was to meet the mandate of TTT, local programming 

and local content.  But the question was and the question still is, on value for 

money.  But before I get into that, because that statement is not in fact true, 

because this $10 million is going into live broadcast and I will get to that shortly.     

4.15 p.m.  

But I did my due diligence and I went back to see what the statement the 

Minister of Communications made on the—because when this whole re-branding 

from CNMG to TTT first came up, a lot of people were saying, “Is that value for 

money”? Because you were telling us all along about our economic circumstances, 

tighten your belts, and what not. Is that value for money? And the economist, Ms. 

Indira Sagewan wrote a letter stating that the re-branding and the restructuring was, 

quite frankly, not value of money, and the Minister of Energy—I mean, sorry, the 

Minister of Communications—and that really was a slip, eh, but it is the Minister 

of Communications, Sir; it was unintentional—wrote a response on the closure, 

because, you know, he always likes to adopt a very defensive stance. And that 

response stated that he wanted to remind the nation that TTT—the mandate as set 

up: 

“Put simply, the mandate of”—TTT—“the company, as was the mandate of 

the old TTT, was to operate like and compete against, private media houses  

with profit as the bottom line.”  

His words, not mine.   

So now we ask—when you were asked on Monday, “How allyuh doin, TTT, 
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in this profit-making scenario that the Minister outlined”?  “How is that working 

out?” No answer, no answer to that. We go back to this, right?   

“The TTT to be created will not be solely profit driven…”—but—“…will be 

established as a public service broadcaster.”   

I am good with that, you know. I like PBS.  And that:  

“There is…no denying this will be…a cost to the Government. However, it 

is a public good for which”—the—“people…”—are expected—“to pay a  

price… 

As a public service broadcaster…” 

—This is the mandate of TTT, eh— 

“…TTT would be mandated to have universal appeal, portray the diversity 

of cultures that represent Trinidad and Tobago, promote our national 

identity, provide a platform for local content…provide a studio and editing 

services.”  

And we were told it will not be a drain on the economy.  And most recently we had 

an announcement that Mastana Bahar will be back— 

Hon. Senator:  Yeah.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. A. Haynes:—and I guess that TTT is checking a box on local content.   

Hon. Senator: So what is wrong if they do that? 

Sen. A. Haynes: No, I am not saying anything is wrong. I am saying—  

Sen. Ameen:  “Doh” get so defensive. 

Sen. A. Haynes: I am saying this is the mandate. But then, when we look at what 

is presented before us today: one, can we now say—can anybody on the 

Government Bench get up and say that TTT has effectively met its mandate in the 

time since the re-branding? Can anybody then say? Because my assumption is that 
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the answer is no. So is anybody getting up to tell me, well, at the very least, this 

$10 million allocation was because when we looked at what we had before us, this 

is where we had the shortfall? No, no.  The $10 million is for live broadcasts. It 

said it there.   

So, Mr. Vice-President, again, like I said, if I did not know this was an 

election year, from the presentation of this supplementation I would know it was 

an election year for sure.  Because tell me, what are they going to broadcast live?   

Sen. Ameen:  PNM meetings.  

Sen. A. Haynes:  Yeah. Well, you know, as you ramp-up—[Interruption] Nobody 

is saying that, you know. And as you ramp-up the year of propaganda, I am not 

shocked that you are finding $10 million here, there and everywhere now for 

things like this. 

Sen Ameen:  PNM propaganda.   

Sen. A. Haynes:  And still nobody can tell us—like I said, now I would accept it if 

you get up and you say, “This is what we have done”. “This is what we have 

accomplished so far.  This is where the shortfall is and this is why we need this 

money.” That kind of responsible accounting I will allow. But you know what I 

will get?  Deflections, distractions and non-answers, which is all they are good for.   

Mr. Vice-President, I turn now to the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 

and the allocation to the TTPS, and I stand firmly with the men and women of the 

TTPS, and I have raised on a number of occasions, the working conditions in the 

Trinidad and Tobago Police Service. But I noted there is $10 million going to the 

payment of salaries and allowances, and I can tell what was happening here. And 

when I say you ignore people—this is a Government that ignores the needs of 

people.  The Trinidad and Tobago Police Service had not been—allowances had 
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not been going— 

Mr. Vice-President:  Senator, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. A. Haynes: Thank you, Mr. Vice-President. They had not been getting their 

allowances. I am talking about people who have been asked to go and work—as a 

matter of fact, they have been trying to cut down on overtime and figure out shifts 

in the way that the service is in a kind of disarray based on the money going—

money owed to them that has been stifled. And, Mr. Vice-President, we all know 

crime is a problem in this country, and for all of the ills of the Trinidad and Tobago 

Police Service you cannot ask people to go out there and give their best and work 

their hardest and then deny them basics, like money, like their salary.   

So again, now, after years—a few years of, “We can’t pay this; we can’t pay 

your overtime”. “We not going to pay your allowances.”  “Yuh finding—yuh 

freeing up the money now.” Like I said, if I did not know before, I would know it 

is an election year. But when you look at the money allocated to the TTPS as per 

the document given to us, still some of the basic things that they are asking for, 

they are meeting some of it, like the vehicle repairs, et cetera, but they are not 

meeting the request for equipment.  But you are passing Bills left, right and centre 

in here and not equipping the implementing agency, again, a sign of sure 

incompetence by this PNM administration. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Ameen:  Further incompetence. 

Sen. A. Haynes:  So, Mr. Vice-President, as I conclude, this Government has had 

the end of 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and now the first half of 2019, as they 

presented—I saw the Minister of Trade and Industry tried her best to talk about 

achievements and I will give her that, but she is the only one who is even trying to 

have that conversation. The rest of them “doh” even bother.   
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If you were listening, Mr. Vice-President, no one—none of them have been 

able to say, “We spent X and this is what we have accomplished”, because they are 

so fixated on 2010—2015. There is no accountability.  And you have heard it from 

them before, that there is no reason to account to us. They treat us, the population, 

the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, with scant regard when we ask you to account 

for how you spent our money.  But in 2019, it is not sufficient; it is not acceptable, 

for you to come here and tell me, “I was not able to do anything”. “Sorry about 

that, but here are these projects that will be completed end of 2019.” Look, you did 

not build anything in four years. I do not believe you are going to do it in one year. 

I really do not. [Desk thumping] 

 But that they could stand here with their heads held high and tell us,  and try 

to create this alternate reality, and tell all of us, the people of Trinidad and Tobago, 

that, “Here are these numbers”. “These are the things you have to believe in.  This 

is what you must believe in. Do not worry about the fact that your personal 

circumstances not so good”; no matter that the majority of us are not better off 

today than we were in 2015.  The fact that they are asking us to look at these 

numbers and take these numbers as fact, we will not accept that. But like I said, I 

will end where I began. The United National Congress has already begun rolling 

out our plan for economic transformation and prosperity and we will continue to do 

so in the face of the mismanagement of this PNM administration, and we ask that 

you judge us, one, on our past performance, but also on the account—  

Hon. Senators:  No, no, no.  [Crosstalk] 

Sen. A. Haynes:—on the details that we will present to the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago because we have no problem presenting our plan for public scrutiny, 

because we know—  
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Sen. Ameen:  We are still waiting for the PNM plan, eh. 

Sen. A. Haynes:—it will hold up and it would hold water.  Thank you.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Sen. Paul Richards:  Thank you, Mr. Vice-President, for recognizing me and 

allowing me to participate in this debate:  

“An Act to supplement the appropriation of the sum the issue of which was  

authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act. No. 

16 of 2018)” 

I have to admit that coming after the last two speakers I feel like I am in an 

Avengers movie. The guns are blazing with Iron Man followed by Captain Marvel. 

[Laughter]  So I will be like Ant Man and take a small bite of the cherry and hope 

to move mountains like ants. [Laughter] 

So, really and truly, this—and I am not saying this in a derogatory term—this is a 

formality, we know that, but it is a chance to raise a couple of points of 

commendation, interest and concern following Minister Khan’s contribution 

regarding the committees which the hon. Prime Minister and himself have had the 

honour of leading in many instances. You know, it is interesting that a country’s 

principles and tenets can really be deduced from its budgetary presentation in any 

administration. You see where the principles and the philosophies of that particular 

administration are directed.  You know, we look at so many different matrices for 

analysing the health of our economy and many focus heavily, in our case, on the 

energy sector, and rightly so, because it has been our breadbasket for decades, but 

there are many other areas that we need to be looking at in terms of the economy, 

and not just looking statistically, but sometimes looking at the impact of the budget 

on people in a particular country.   
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And, you know, following Minister Khan’s comments about the hon. Prime 

Minister—and I say this in a really complimentary way; it is not pejorative at all, 

that the Prime Minister sits on the Energy Committee and the National Security 

Committee, which he should, because those are important areas. Sometimes I 

would wish he would also have time—because I know he is a busy man—to sit on 

the agriculture and education committees so we could get a lot of prioritization in 

those areas.  Because wherever the leader of any government places his attention, 

you get a lot of prioritization in those areas.  And it is not that we have been doing 

badly in those areas, but particularly agriculture, we have not been doing what we 

are supposed to do in Trinidad and Tobago, and that is for many reasons.  

I will start by going through a document I had the opportunity to peruse in 

preparation for this contribution, and that is just to quote a bit from the 2018, 

September 25th IMF document, “Executive Board Concludes…”, after consultation 

with Trinidad and Tobago, which was really a mixed package.  There was quite a 

bit of commendation but there was quite a lot of concerns also articulated, and the 

basket indicated some progress on fiscal consolidation, which they advocated 

should remain on track with revenue-enhancing measures and expenditure savings 

to create fiscal space for future shocks, which really looked at Government’s 

ability in the last three-plus years to reduce on a large-scale spending, which is 

commendable.   

There was a lot of editing, so to speak, in many areas. The number of 

Ministries went down, so we saw a lot of savings where that is concerned.  There 

was also the commendation by the IMF in terms of restoring external balance and 

insulating the economy from commodity price swings and also the concerns of 

using this space to address the foreign exchange shortages by supplying sufficient 
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FX at any given exchange rate, and introducing gradual and greater flexibility.  

They suggested the exchange rate could play a more active, automatic stabilizer 

role and help manage the transition to a more balanced foreign exchange market, 

which is still seeing quite a bit of concern from ordinary citizens and in particular, 

small to medium-sized businesses in Trinidad and  Tobago. 

The report went on to indicate that the economy showed signs of 

improvement from the second half of 2017 following two years of recession. Real 

GDP contracted at a slower pace of 2.6 per cent in 2017, following a 6.1 per cent 

drop in 2016 driven by energy sector shocks. The strong recovery in gas 

production in 2017 had knock-off effects in downstream industries while oil 

production remained largely flat at a historically low level.   

The report also went on to indicate that the weak non-energy sector 

dampened the overall growth reflecting weak activities in construction, financial 

services, trade, and continued shortages of foreign exchange and slow 

implementation of public investment projects. It also indicated that at that time—

and this was released September 25th, once again—2018, and the unemployment 

rate rose to 5.3 per cent, as some suggest it is between 4.4 to 4.8 per cent now, 

from 3.3 per cent in 2014.  And what is very startling about this at this time of 

reporting is youth unemployment at an estimated 12 per cent in 2017, compared to 

7.9 per cent in 2014. And following Sen. Haynes commentary in her contribution, 

that is of great concern to younger people, particularly those coming on to the job 

market in a situation where people have been let go and also looking for jobs. So it 

is of great concern there.  

The last part of the report I will quote focuses on outlook and risks. 

Economic prospects are expected to improve broadly over the medium term.  The 
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economy is projected to recover as energy projects come on stream and recovery 

takes hold in the non-energy sector. Near term growth will likely be led by natural 

gas production with continued challenges in the oil sector and the subdued 

execution of the public sector investment, PSIP.  A gradual recovery in the 

non-energy sector should help stabilize growth at 1.5 per cent over 2018—2023.  

So that is also commendable. And the fiscal deficit projected to narrow 4 per cent 

of the GDP over the medium term as energy revenues rise. Of course, we see the 

recent situation with the fields which Minister Khan sought to deal with in more 

detail in his contribution.  

Mr. Vice-President, one of the points of concern I have, even if you consider 

the unemployment rate at 5 per cent, is the issue of, in Trinidad and Tobago—

because according to many models, that could be considered almost full 

employment. And even if we said we had full employment, we have to look at full 

employment in Trinidad and Tobago in the context of the levels of productivity or 

lack thereof. Because if we say we are turning a corner in Trinidad and Tobago and 

we are doing better, you could imagine if we had taken control and mitigated 

against our significant productivity issues in Trinidad and Tobago. Because when 

you think of the issue of productivity  in any country, you look at the country’s 

competitiveness on a global level, on a regional level, and if we are really 

maximizing the output of goods and services that go towards, in a really simplistic 

manner, the measurement of GDP for any time period.  And I do not think that we 

have dealt effectively, or we are dealing effectively, with the productivity issues in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  So, according to the Government, we are making progress 

in X area. We are making progress in the energy sector in some areas, the 

non-energy sector, the manufacturing sector.   
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The Minister of Trade and Industry spoke about some elements of the 

creative sectors which I will cover a little more later on. But how productive are 

we as a country? And we know about the issues and the challenges we have had, 

not only in the public sector but in the private sector where productivity issues are 

concerned. And I am sorry our colleague, the Minister of Labour and Small 

Enterprise Development is not here today,  because we have heard about this 

productivity council, and I think—and this is not throwing the blame on the 

Minister alone, because the issue of the productivity council in Trinidad and 

Tobago and its lack of progress, or its lack of productivity, ironically, falls on the 

shoulders of public sector, private sector, labour and all of us, and if we do not find 

a way to come together to deal effectively with the productivity issues in Trinidad 

and Tobago, it directly affects our gross domestic product and our ability to 

produce goods and services at a really competitive level and compete with other 

economies around the world.  And we are not doing that, and we have not done 

that.  We have not done that in the last 15 years, so much so that we have settled 

into an abysmal culture of laissez-faire, and do it when you feel to do it, and being 

forced to work.  And, as the old saying goes, get a public sector job in Trinidad and 

Tobago and “yuh good, becor nobody cyah fire yuh”, in most cases. And we have 

not been able to effectively deal with this issue of productivity in this country.   

And I do not see steps being taken to address that in a really decisive way.  I 

know there have been attempts to do it. I know there has been a lot of conversation 

about it, but if you really look at it, there are systemic issues that need to be dealt 

with; there are socio-cultural issues that need to be dealt with and there are 

personal issues and training issues that need to be dealt with to really, effectively 

diagnose, on one hand, the real issues with our productivity challenges in Trinidad 
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and Tobago, and put systems in place and a programme in place to effectively deal 

with it. And we can talk about growth and progress and turning the corner all we 

want in Trinidad and Tobago, if we want to be really a competitive country and 

take our place among the developed countries—we like to quote Japan a lot in 

Trinidad and Tobago—we have to frontally deal with productivity.  And we have 

not done that in any way, form or fashion, and that is something I think needs to be 

prioritized by the Government at this time in a very, very decisive way.    

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Among the issues linked to productivity in Trinidad and Tobago is the issue 

of under-employment and the fact that we are training so many people in so many 

areas through GATE and other state-sponsored initiatives.  But are we really seeing 

the benefit of it, nationally, through you, Madam President?  And I do not think so. 

What we are seeing are thousands and thousands of young, middle-aged and other 

people being trained, in many cases, getting so frustrated. We are having the start 

of another incarnation of brain-drain in Trinidad and Tobago.  Young people are 

getting frustrated and in many cases being trained in areas where there are no jobs 

along the Government-stated developmental lines in Trinidad and Tobago. And I 

know there has been talk by the hon. Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise 

Development about the alignment of the education and the GATE disbursement 

with the Government-stated development policies, but it is not happening, and you 

are seeing thousands and thousands of young people coming out of tertiary 

education institutions in Trinidad and Tobago and just not having work, or being 

underemployed, which is really adding to the wastage we see in Trinidad and 

Tobago. And that needs to be addressed if we are deciding that we are going in a 

particular direction and we are investing, as we should, at the levels that we are, in 
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education. There must be outlets and jobs so that young people can be put to work 

with continued training on-the-job in those areas and also being productive or 

adding to the production of goods and services in Trinidad and Tobago, and that is 

not happening. And we are not quantifying the losses in those areas, and we have, 

every year, cohort after cohort, after cohort, coming out of universities—as Sen. 

Haynes said: doctors, lawyers, people in all sorts of spheres—and not getting the 

opportunity to work at the level that they are being trained at, and not being able 

to—and the country is not benefiting from the significant investment in education 

in those young people. In many cases, as we have seen in the—I think it is the late 

’80s, early ’90s, it leading to a great brain drain, a human resource drain in 

Trinidad and Tobago, to the benefit of other jurisdictions. So we really have to 

look at that and come together as a state in terms of dealing with that. 

Some of the ways we should look at improving productivity also includes 

the following. You know, there is something called a cycle, drawing experiences 

from a virtuous cycle, drawing experiences from national experience in terms of 

the investment in skills development and accelerating growth and investment in 

those areas, where young people are coming out.  The Minister of Trade and 

Industry spoke about the expansion in the creative industries, and the investment in 

those, and that is commendable.  The live music centres, which have been ongoing, 

I really have not been able to make the linkages between that and the creation of an 

industry that generates money. The issue of the—I think $12 million the Minister 

indicated, through you, Madam President, that the country was able to get in 

revenue from as a film—FilmTT, which is also commendable. The investment in 

the bespoke and the couple—I think it is 50-something, Minister, I think you said, 

who were trained in that area— 
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Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  Twenty-seven.  

Sen. P. Richards:  Twenty-seven people trained in that area and that is 

commendable. But how is that redounding to build a national fashion industry?  

[Desk thumping]  It is good for a few people, but what about the established 

designers who have established brands and production lines: Meiling, Peter Elias, 

Claudia Pegus, et cetera?  

Sen. Gopee-Scoon: I thank you so much, and that is the VCI pre-programme. So 

the bespoke tailoring will dovetail into the VCIP programme. And as you know, I 

spoke about the four tiers. The top tiers are for those who are ready for the export 

market. And Vincent Quan from Fashion Institute is working with TTT on those 

ones, like the level of Claudia Pegus.  Meiling is in that batch, that top five.  And 

those are the people that are ready to export. So that is how we are filtering. Thank 

you.  

Sen. P. Richards: Thank you for the information.   

Sen. Gopee-Scoon: I am listening.  

Sen. P. Richards: Yeah. So I am glad that is happening, because while you are 

working on the new cohort of designers for the next 20 years, there are those—I 

will call them, legacy designers who have already made their mark and have their 

production lines on stream and can also contribute in a holistic way.  And I am 

saying this in the context of some research I was able to do. Trinidad and Tobago, 

we would like to talk of our great creativity, and we are a creative people. We 

could walk down the road and sing a song. We could drive a car; reverse around 

the Queen’s Park Savannah. [Laughter]  We are very, very good.  We could soft-

crash-land a helicopter.   

Hon. Senator:  “Hard-land.”  
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Sen. P. Richards:  “Hard-land.” [Interruption] That is semantics. “The helicopter 

crash-land.” [Crosstalk]  Through you, Madam President, you all are distracting 

me. [Laughter and crosstalk] I could twist those better than you— 

Madam President:  Members, I know that some Members are enjoying 

themselves in the lil crosstalk, but we need to listen to Sen. Richards in silence, 

please.  Sen. Richards, continue.  

Sen. P. Richards:  Thank you, Madam President.  I told you this was an Avengers 

movie, you know. And I am seeing it in the context that we created the steel pan; 

we created calypso, soca, chutney, pop music, gospel music, and we have so much 

talent but we have no infrastructure in place.  We recognize we have resources in 

oil and gas so we built the Point Lisas Industrial Estate. Where is the analogous 

infrastructure for the music industry in Trinidad and Tobago at that level? Because 

we invested significantly in Point Lisas, and I hear the Minister’s comments about 

the small steps that are being taken, and that is great. And I say that in the context 

that in 2015, the global entertainment industry was the fastest growing in the 

world: $1.2 trillion. By 2017, $1.9 trillion. By 2019 it is expected to, at the end of 

this year, reach $2 trillion globally. You know?  The US part of it, $712 billion. US 

exports $21.3 billion in creative content and the sector is called “Entertainment 

Media and Copyright Industries”. We are under-estimating the repository of works 

we have already created, that are ready for sale around the world.  It is just a matter 

of infrastructure and marketing.  It is infinite because we can always create.  It is 

not finite like oil and gas. We are talking about publishing of books; video games, 

$100 billion, 51 per cent of global entertainment exports; box office, $9.9 billion, 5 

per cent; book publishing, $39 billion.   

We have academics in Trinidad and Tobago who have written so many 
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books. They are not marketed internationally on the global book market and the 

copyright of these come with additional costs and licensing fees.  Are we looking 

at these areas in terms of creativity and the creative industries?  Home videos, $209 

billion, 11 per cent; video on demand, $11 billion. We are producing Carnival 

every year, beautiful costumes, music. Are we packaging those for export? 

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  Yes. 

Sen. P. Richards:  At what level? “Yes”, at what level? And how are we to 

respond, through you, Madam President, to the Minister’s interjection? And 

welcome interjection at that. How are we positioning those products and services 

to be competitive? Because we are a small player. The US created Hollywood.  

Now they are creating Atlanta and New York as nexuses in terms of areas that are 

producing content. They are investing heavily in Atlanta as a fashion centre.  We 

are a small player so we have to come together and pool our creative resources in a 

really structured manner to be able to take advantage of this. And something that 

Sen. Vieira always talks about, copyrighting and archiving, it is a billion-dollar 

industry. 

I remember many years ago I was doing a documentary—I was giving my 

colleagues this on the table during the tea break. I was doing a documentary and 

wanted to find a piece of footage from Trinidad and Tobago’s pre-independence 

and independence days, and the footage was located, from Trinidad and Tobago 

and owned by the Smithsonian Institute. So I called and enquired, or I wrote and 

enquired, “Well, how much do I have to pay to get this footage to finish this 

documentary”?  And I had to recoil, because I could not afford it.  And 30 seconds 

for two airings of that 30-second piece of footage, made in Trinidad and Tobago, 

for two airings, 30 seconds, was US $2,500.    
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4.45 p.m.  

We create footage every year: Carnival, mas, pan, chutney, steel pan, 

calypso, but we are not packaging it and we are not marketing it as a resource, we 

are giving it away.  Every year, “documentors” come into Trinidad and Tobago 

and pay a small licence fee and take our valuable content and make millions 

outside with our content and it is, again, because of the Dutch system.  We have oil 

and gas and once the oil price and the gas price go up, we forget everything else.  

Or let me not say that, we pay less emphasis on it.  That would be a more accurate 

statement.  So I think we really need to look at that creative industry and not just in 

small steps, in a substantial investment as if we mean it.   

Jamaica is putting so much emphasis on sport because they have seen 

success and global branding through their sport ambassadors.  We all know who 

our global sport ambassadors are and I know we are using them in some small 

ways but not in the way that Jamaica is.  Jamaica is now a global centre for 

training athletes, global centre.  Barbados is having a cannabis conference 

tomorrow and the laws “aint” pass yet, because they see the potential of it down 

the road.  You do not come from behind the curve.  You realize the potential of a 

burgeoning industry, and you put systems in place beforehand to take advantage of 

it.  Cannabis is going to be big money down the road.  Whether we get to the point 

where we decriminalize it in Trinidad and Tobago or not, you cannot turn your 

back on what is happening around the world where the medicinal aspect and 

applications of it are concerned and other kinds of applications, even if it is for 

leisure.  So my suggestion is just looking at it in that manner and hoping that we 

can stop talking about these things in terms of diversification and I hate to use that 

word now, to be quite frank, through you, Madam President, because it has been 
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“beat up” so much without any real results over the years, but really seriously 

realize the potential of it and invest in it. 

And I went off a little course there in talking about how we could increase 

productivity.  Heightened awareness of the roles of skills acquisition in promoting 

formulation of the informal economies in Trinidad and Tobago.  I know Minister 

West has spoken a lot about the State trying to put systems in place to get the 

State’s portion of many of the informal industries in Trinidad and Tobago, which 

are great for people to set up their small businesses but they have to be brought 

into the loop.   

And also really, emphasizing the role of employers and work organizations 

in advancing skills development to improve productive levels and put systems in 

place at a state and private sector level to facilitate productivity.  Very often we 

look at productivity as only well, “we lazy in Trinidad and Tobago”, but very 

often, we have outgrown the systems that were implemented 30, 40 years ago.  We 

have outgrown the structure that worked 30, 40 years ago in terms of having a 

productive society and public service.  It is just not going to work now with the 

way it is set up, with the kind of expansion of population and the different skills 

and requirements of running a country today.  So if we do not look at that and deal 

with it from a public admin perspective of restructuring the public service, no 

matter how much people want to work hard, it is never going to be as productive as 

we can and create as competitive a country as we should be.  It is a very complex 

thing, I know, but if we do not start looking at the issues frontally and putting 

systems in place to deal with productivity from a systemic level, from an 

infrastructural level and from a personal and sociocultural level, we are going to be 

spinning top in mud.   
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In closing, Madam President, because I do not intend to be long, one of the 

responses that I welcome from the Minister and I know we tend to look at budgets 

and appropriation Bills and mid-year reviews in a particular context of stats and 

gross domestic product and headline inflation rate, et cetera and that is great.  

Those things are important.  But I also want us to look at it from a really very 

focused people perspective and I was able to get some really interesting questions 

from a document titled Australian Journal of Sustainable Business and Society, 

Volume 1, March 2015, A Critical Analysis of Development Indices, and it asks a 

couple of questions in terms of fiscal and monetary policy in any jurisdiction as a 

different or an additional method of analysis of how effective they are and how 

positively or negatively they may be impacting the people, because at the end of 

the day, this comes down to people.  Budgets, budget reviews come down to 

people and their lives.   

First, the numbers need to display an understanding of the distribution of 

material well-being within society and how this is related to in which the way our 

society is organized.  Secondly, how does the policy assess the impact of both 

universal and targeted actions on different socioeconomic groups where—the 

taxation and fiscal policies, how are they impacting ordinary people, particularly 

vulnerable groups in terms of housing, welfare programmes, education, labour 

market and health?  Are we getting data on how the policies are impacting those 

people in those areas?   

Thirdly, are we gleaning data on the actual distribution of material well-

being and people’s ability to acquire goods and services to satisfy their daily 

needs?  Are we doing surveys about that?  Asking people all over Trinidad and 

Tobago: how are you faring?  What have the policies been able to give you and 
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what do you still need?  Are the policies that we are implementing impacting you 

positively, as I am sure the Government hopes?  And this goes for any 

administration.  Is there social exclusion, definitive research on consumer 

behaviour when policies are implemented?   

You know, it is interesting—you know, one of the comments I heard in the 

other place, as a point of analysis by the hon Minister of Finance in terms of how 

he knew that the economy was doing well, was the sale of cars.  [Crosstalk]  And 

that is great.  There is nothing wrong with that.  That is from, I guess, a business 

perspective because he has to look at it in a comprehensive way.  But on the other 

side of it, we should be asking:  Are we able to buy eddoes and plantain to satisfy 

our family’s nutritional needs?  So I have no problem with the sale of cars but it 

needs to be in a holistic way.  It needs to span the gamut of those who can buy cars 

and straight down the economic chain.   

The other question is how unequal is the distribution of material wealth in 

any particular country and how does this compare to past years so we can have 

comparisons and graphs so we can see if we are going up or down and if the 

policies are actually bearing the fruit that they are intended to?  What are the 

characteristics and circumstances of households with low material well-being or 

considered at a risk for poverty where groups are in greatest need of financial 

support and how does this also compare with earlier years and with other 

countries?  Are we doing those types of analyses in terms of how the policies in 

budget or in the mid-year review are being applied?  Because it is great to look at 

the GDP and the price of oil and the price of gas and the indices from a 

macroeconomic perspective but we need to also get this kind of information to see 

what you are doing.  And in any administration’s life, this is vital information to 
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see, well, if those voting blocks are satisfied or not.   

What are the characteristics of people who experience persistent economic 

hardship?  Because there are groups in our society that actually have, for a number 

of years—five, 10, 15 years—experience persistent economic hardship.  And how 

do the characteristics of people who move out of poverty compared to those who 

actually remained poor?  What made the difference in those who were able to 

change their circumstances?  Is it that particular policy decision or is it something 

else?  Because that information also can help to see, well, this policy works so let 

us apply it across the board.  I do not know that if we are doing that or if it is being 

done, we do not have the information.   

Is the average or typical level of material well-being growing or declining 

over time and what does this mean for macroeconomic policies?  And how do 

transfer systems affect the economic well-being of particular groups, particularly 

the vulnerable groups, in our society?  There is a long list, I will just read one 

more.  In our circumstance in Trinidad and Tobago, just like how we have 

macroeconomic shocks in the system, there are things that happen on a daily basis 

or on a monthly basis in Trinidad and Tobago that affect people and their 

livelihood and their life events and how well or how robust are their lives or the 

transfer systems able to buffer those for those people?  Because it is important for 

us to look at all aspects of society and how all groups in society are affected when 

we do budgets and when we are analysing in this so-called mid-year review and 

not just look at it as well, we are transferring $1,839,189,300 which is important.  

To me, it is also very important to understand on the ground how these policies are 

directly affecting people. 

So I am hoping that, through you, Madam President, Minister West can give 
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some kind of insight if that information is available in her wind up.  Because as I 

indicated, my research is through economics bag, we are not pretending that we are 

out of the woods but the IMF reports in other documents have shown that we have 

made some progress in Trinidad and Tobago from where we were three years ago.  

There is still a lot of work to be done in tranches in particular areas.  What I really 

want to hear and hope that systems are put in place to find out how ordinary people 

are doing on the ground, particularly vulnerable groups. 

And with those few words, Madam President, I thank you. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Minister of Public Utilities.  [Desk thumping]   

[Minister stands]   

I recognize the Minister of Public Utilities but at this stage, we will suspend 

the sitting and we will return at 5.30 p.m. and the Minister of Public Utilities will 

begin his contribution. 

4.56 p.m.:  Sitting suspended. 

5.30 p.m.:  Sitting resumed.  

[MR. VICE-PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Mr. Vice-President:  Minister of Public Utilities. 

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte):  Mr. Vice-

President, I am both humbled and honoured to have the opportunity to stand before 

this esteemed House to give an account of the public utilities sector performance in 

the first half of the fiscal year 2019.  Mr. Vice-President, I also would like to 

congratulate the Minister of Finance for the sterling job that he has done and the 

great national service that he has done to the people of Trinidad and Tobago in 

rescuing this economy and moving it from that of stability to on the road to 

prosperity.   
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Mr. Vice-President, you know, before I get into public utilities, I just want to 

take some time to deal with some of the matters that were raised by some of the 

other Members on the Opposition.  You know, facts are very stubborn things, you 

know, they are around.  Whether or not you like them or not, they are just around 

there and they are there for you to see.  It is not about liking or not liking.  You 

cannot just change them just like that.  And therefore, when you look at the facts 

that are before us, there is no doubt unequivocally that the economy is now on a 

proper and stable path with projected growth up to 2 per cent going into 2022 

onwards.   

But I would like to use to the words of Sen. Haynes and she said, you know, 

“you are dreaming” and she went on a lot of that on that theme: “you are dreaming, 

you are dreaming”.  And I would like to say to Sen. Haynes, that if you believe that 

Trinidad and Tobago and the citizens of this country are going to look back at all 

of the mismanagement, all of wastage under the UNC Government, and still put 

you all back in power, then I think the dream is really on you, you are dreaming.   

You see, Mr. Vice-President, we have to understand and the UNC 

Government likes us to not deal with those facts about the reality of where this 

economy was.  You know, there is a saying: to whom much is given, much is 

expected and I think common sense will also tell us that you have to stabilize an 

economy before you start to see growth in an economy.  And where this economy 

was, if we had continued on that trend, we would not be where we are today.  And 

what is that trend that we keep talking about?  Because you know today, we are 

here and we are talking about hearing projections about 50,000 jobs and things and 

things and things, all right, and that is because we are here in a position poised for 

growth, but let us take us back to where we were, where we were entering in 2015.   
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You have to remember in 2015, you were still at the time when this 

economy, where the whole world was contracting because of global forces.  You 

had a time in that 2015 and I heard Sen. Haynes talk about—what is it she talked 

about?  Election budgeting and deficit spending and so forth.  Well, let us look at 

the facts.  We all know in 2015 what the world economy was saying and at that 

time, we still had budgets of $60 billion being spent, at a time when our income 

was only $52 billion.  So what is that?  You are talking about $8 billion deficit 

during that last year at a time when clearly your income levels were going down.   

During the five-year period of the UNC Government, you spoke about debt 

actually going up to the level of 65 per cent; 65 per cent increase in debt at a time 

when you had the highest revenue that you have ever seen.  Highest revenue, 65 

per cent growth in debt.  As a matter of fact, when you talk and Sen. Mark, I will 

just put on record, when you looked at the amount of money, the total revenue that 

was available to the UNC during the time that they talk about all the things that 

they supposedly did was $257 billion compared to the similar period under the 

PNM when there was about $31 billion less.  So you are talking about different 

times.  

But in spite of all of that revenue, as I said before, you had a debt situation in 

the country of 65 per cent increase in debt.  In the year of 2015, you had an $8 

billion deficit, close to 15.5 per cent of your revenue.  So let us do some 

projections and talk about economics UNC-style if we had continued along that 

path.  If in 2015, we had a debt of $76 billion and we continued along management 

UNC-style, 65 per cent increase, today, if we had continued along that path, we 

would have had debt of $125 billion.  That is where we were going.  If today, we 

were using economics UNC-style, waste management, mismanagement UNC-
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style, today when we have debt, when we have revenue of $48 billion and “we 

running ah lil $4 billion deficit”, under them, using their 15 per cent ratio, they 

would have been running a deficit today of about close to $7 billion.  So you 

understand what the difference in the type of management and the type of money 

that the UNC Government had at their disposal is.   

So if you step back and you look at the economy, if it was left to the UNC to 

manage, today, you would have been facing a situation where your debt would 

have been somewhere in the vicinity of $125 billion looking at their past trends of 

how they spend money when they have it, looking at the kind of deficit that they 

are willing to carry or they carried, when they were in a position, you would have 

been having a deficit today, not of $4 billion but more like $7 billion, all right.  

And what that would have put you, Mr. Vice-President, is straight, as we have 

always predicted, into the loving arms of the IMF.  So the management of the 

economy, along the path that they were going based on what they did in the past, 

we were going to be with that level debt and with that level deficit, we were going 

to be in the arms of IMF.  Therefore, the 50,000 jobs that they are talking about 

and all these things that they are talking about, when you are in the IMF, you 

would have been at a $48 billion revenue, you would have been able to only spend 

$44 billion because they want you to have a surplus.  And therefore, if you think 

Trinidad and Tobago was hard as it is now because we are spending about $52 

billion, we would have had $8 billion less spending.   

And what does that mean?  Forget all the jobs that you are talking about.  

When you are in the IMF, you have subsidies that are reduced.  You would have 

had no subsidies to water, electricity, all of that gone.  Cost of living, skyrocketing.  

You would have had jobs in the public service whereas today, we maintain 80,000 
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jobs in the public service, “that gone” because you are in an IMF programme.  And 

that is just taking the economy, very simply, taking where they were, looking at 

how they manage and if you want to understand how you will manage going 

forward, look at how you manage in the past and their level of spending, as I have 

repeatedly said, would have taken us to a position where Trinidad would not have 

recovered.   

So that is why I am very, very proud to be part of the PNM Government.  I 

am very proud and I am extremely proud of my Minister of Finance.  Because 

what “Trinidadians and dem” do not understand is if we had not intervened and we 

had left the UNC and if the country did not intervene and say “enough is enough”, 

“the wastage must stop”, if they did not intervene and stop it, we would have been 

no more.  We would have been no more and therefore, thank you PNM, thank you 

PNM, thank you PNM.  [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Vice-President, you know some of the other points—I heard Sen. 

Haynes, again, just for information, you know there was a particular programme 

that the UNC had in 2015.  So coincidentally, I keep saying 2015 eh: $8 billion of 

deficit in 2015, election year and go and see what it was in 2014, around seven at 

that time.  You know they seem to be nitpicking on a $10 million that they saw as 

we tried to resuscitate TSTT—not TSTT sorry, TTT and turn it into local content 

and create jobs.  I could tell you my daughter is into film and she is very happy 

because she is able to come back and participate and see what is going on with the 

growth of local content and so forth and she is very happy with that direction, and 

a number of creative people are looking forward and happy with what is happening 

in TTT and the direction under which it is going.  But you looked at that $10 

million there, just want you to remember that you spent close to $50 million on 
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“Government Working for You” in 2015.  Local content, of course, but 

“Government Working for You” programme, $50 million.  Right.  It did not work 

for you, it did not work for you and therefore, I hope we—but let us be clear.  Let 

us compare figures and like and so forth nah.  All right?   

So what I will therefore say, we went through a difficult situation, you gave 

us a very difficult economy, you gave us a time when you spent way more in any 

government had to spend.  You spent money, you had money.  The country had 

money.  We inherited a situation whereby our revenue came down to under $40 

billion.  You cannot do the same thing in an economy when you have $40 billion to 

spend and compared to when you had $58 billion to spend.  And the reality is that 

is what we had to deal with and that is what as a Government, we have managed 

and managed well and having to do that, we have saved jobs.  We have done that 

by also keeping inflation down to less than 1 per cent.  We still have close to eight 

months reserves.  Everything you remember what you were saying would have 

happened, but today, all that you had predicted did not happen and now that “we 

country” is getting some good news and recognize that we have stabilized, we have 

stabilized because of the mess that you left the economy in—[Crosstalk] Yes the 

mess, and you should be telling us thank you very much for saving us, we are 

talking about what we do not have here and what it is and what it is. 

Mr. Vice-President, the Minister of Finance also spoke about—one thing 

you know in economics, there is always a lag effect. When you start to see banks 

and you start to see lendings going up, in financial institutions, there is a lag effect, 

when people start to borrow money, right, then you see it trickling down because it 

starts with the banking sector and that is why we use the indicators to show that 

you are now seeing lendings. 
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As companies are borrowing money, you see banks are making more profits, and 

so forth.  And therefore, the trickledown effect will start.  But you cannot move 

from a situation where you are stabilizing to growth just like that.   

5.45 p.m. 

I want to take the opportunity also to just say a few words.  You know, you 

all—and I said it in the Lower House, I mean, irresponsible.  We are bashing 

institutions, taking a big global company, banking institution like NCB Jamaica.  

Mr. Vice-President, for the record, right, for the records, I want to put on this 

record that NCB is one of the largest financial institutions in the English-speaking 

Caribbean.  NCB, with a subsidiary here, bought Barclays Bank in Jamaica way 

back in 1985.  And therefore, NCB Jamaica and that group just made direct foreign 

investment into Trinidad to come and be part of this economy because of the 

growth potential that they are seeing.  

When you want to be part of a global village you cannot want—we are all 

part of Caricom.  Our banks, Republic Bank, is going up to the Cayman.  Our 

bank, we are now buying Scotiabank shares.  Republic Bank is spending money 

and going up the Caribbean.  People will come down to your markets.  And if you 

continue with that, our manufacturers, our manufacturers’ products are in Jamaica 

and throughout the Caribbean.  But here it is, a company from Jamaica has come 

here, invested their money, competing on the financial sector, getting business and, 

therefore, all of a sudden we are pointing fingers.   

The growth that you are talking about NCB Jamaica and what you are 

talking about astronomical growth, when I, as the Managing Director of Republic 

Bank, went to Barbados, I made more than 300 per cent growth in assets.  Did the 

people of Barbados stand up and say, “No, no, no, no, no”.  “You cannot get that 
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business because you from Republic Bank”, a Trinidadian Bank?  No, I competed 

and I grew.  There is nothing wrong with NCB Jamaica coming to this market and 

competing.  And if you look at all of the transactions that they have done, they 

have been an honest player and they are making a direct foreign investment.  Stop 

muddying the grounds and information that you do not know about.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Mr. Vice-President, with those few words on the economy, I want to take 

some time.  Before I leave that, I want to just clear up another point that I heard 

and again, it is so ingenious and not right—disingenuous, sorry and not right—

when I see, because in some cases I know you know.  But you see you want to 

continue to send a propaganda out there of negativity, negativity because good 

news is not good for you.  Good news is not good for you because good news does 

not go with the narrative.  

So, Sen. Ameen stood up and talked about information, from how we were 

complaining about negative information and here it is reputable people are making 

statements about the economy, when she knew, the whole country knew.  And I 

put on record that those statements were reputed by the institutions themselves.  So 

she talked about the World Bank.  All right?  And the World Bank themselves said 

as part of its forecast exercise, the World Bank estimates that real GDP growth in 

Trinidad and Tobago for 20—will be moving, will be positive.  That is what they 

said on April 19, 2019.   

When they went on, the IMF—the same thing that was said about the IMF—

came back.  The IMF says T&T has returned to growth and will revive its 

economic output.  But you are standing and making the statements that you know 

are false.  You know they are false.  Right?  The international—before we stand up 
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and tell together, these same Fitch that you are talking about, you try to make the 

point that Fitch Ratings agency and Fitch Solutions, they are together.  When on 

every Fitch Solutions website they say that they get no information from Fitch 

Ratings agency.  There is no association altogether, at all.  But you will not tell the 

whole truth, because it carries you down with a narrative that you want to spend 

and you want to keep and you want every time we try to remember, you do not like 

anybody to bring to the fact that in 2015, in 2015, you were operating with $8 

billion of a deficit, 15 per cent deficit of your revenue.  “You doh want people tuh 

hear dat.”  You do not want people to hear that.  And this responsible Government 

here, now we are operating at a deficit and as I said, if you look at it, compared to 

our revenue, it is more like 7 per cent of the revenue.  Half of what you are talking 

about, that is what proper management, looking at the long-term future of Trinidad 

and Tobago and not trying to mamaguy a population is all about.  That is what 

solid economic management is all about.   

But you also said that no one wants to talk about what they are doing.  Well, 

I “doh” know about what—I did not hear that.  I heard my colleague spoke 

eloquently about what is happening in trade and industry and I will join my 

colleague and speak about what has been happening in public utilities, with pride.   

Let us start as we get going with TSTT.  Mr. Vice-President, I want to take 

this opportunity to provide an update on the Telecommunications Services of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  As I have mentioned on numerous occasions, the dynamic 

global trends currently impacting the telecommunications industry have forced 

TSTT to make some very difficult decisions to ensure its long-term survival and 

success.  It is no secret that the telecommunications industry is rapidly evolving 

into realm that is heavily focused on digital technology advancements, and these 
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changes have affected the operations of TSTT telecom and telecom operations 

worldwide.  Everyone knows “dat yuh pick up yuh phone and you use WhatsApp 

when yuh making a call now”.   

Mr. Vice-President, the fourth industrial revolution is upon us, and this 

revolution will continue to fundamentally alter the way we live, work and relate to 

one another.  In its scale, scope, complexity, the transformation will be unlike 

anything human kind has experienced.  For Trinidad and Tobago to capitalize on 

the advantages of the fourth industrial revolution, this Government, the PNM 

Government, the Government that it is power, recognize that the national 

communication provider, TSTT, must be equipped to do so and to survive the 

fundamental telecommunications shift that was already upon us.  

Successive administrations and I am—the last administration, under the 

UNC Government, did not ensure that TSTT was prepared and that the company 

was severely under-invested and could therefore not compete successfully in the 

dynamic industry in which it operates.  I daresay that we stood there from 2010—

2015.  We did not invest any capital investment into TSTT.  We allowed it to 

dwindle, and dwindle, and dwindle.  We saw our market share reaching as low as 

45 per cent, after coming into a market with 100 per cent and that is where we 

found TSTT, at a position—and I am on record as saying if TSTT had continued 

under its present trajectory, TSTT would have been bankrupt, and every single 

employee would have lost their jobs by 2021.  That is the trajectory under which 

TSTT was operating.  And, therefore, I want to commend the current board and 

management of TSTT for having the foresight to make the necessary changes, to 

strategically adjust TSTT’s trajectory.   

Having assessed the impact of the global trends and the oncoming fourth 
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industrial revolution on its business, TSTT’s board of management embarked in 

2016 on a strategic journey to transform the organization from a legacy outdated 

telecommunications company to an agile broadband communication company, a 

strategic vision that this Government fully endorsed.   

TSTT is fully aligned to the Government's National Broadband Strategy, 

which is based on the understanding of the impact of the fourth industrial 

revolution and the realization of sustainable economic growth.  This Government's 

National Broadband Strategy is underpinned by TSTT’s noteworthy goal to ensure 

that 95 per cent of the population has affordable, reliable broadband access.   

Broadband access will enable Trinidad and Tobago to bridge the digital 

divide and reap the benefits of sustainable economic growth and development.  

And this Government, as you recently heard articulated by the hon. Minister of 

Finance, is about growth for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  But you have to 

get that growth by stabilization and putting the economy on a right footing.   

I am therefore happy to report to the people of Trinidad and Tobago that 

after successfully restructuring the organization, their national communication 

provider, TSTT is on a path to sustainable growth and profitability once again.  In 

fact, Mr. Vice-President, TSTT is already experiencing improvement in 

profitability over the last—in this year end.  And as fiscal 2019/2020 pursued, they 

expect that this year, this financial year, that the profitability will be a lot better.   

The company has committed to enhancing its technology and customer 

experience and is doing so primarily through three activities.  One, TSTT is 

currently retiring its age old copper network to provide broadband access at 

affordable prices through its fixed and wireless technology.  Two, TSTT will be 

deploying 5G network in Trinidad and Tobago by December 2019.  Your 
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restructured communication company, your restructured communication company 

under the PNM Government.  We are now in a position to compete, and we are 

now in a position, based on the investment that has been made, based on the 

profitability that we will now be experiencing, we are now going to be able to 

deploy 5G technology network by December 2019.  TSTT is developing 

innovative products and services, which are international in standard for customer 

consumption.   

Additionally, the telecommunications provider is moving towards a digitized 

customer environment with online billing, while we are also looking at advanced 

technology such as artificial intelligence to enhance its customer experience.  And 

I daresay, as we talk of the young people, as we talk about individuals coming out 

of university and I talk about creating a platform, when you have an updated 

telecommunication provider, providing 5G network and facilitating broadband 

throughout 95 per cent of the community—right now we do not have in the 

country areas, they do not have broadband facilities, so that they are unable to 

compete.  When they are able to get broadband facilities and at 5G speeds, you 

understand that you are creating an environment and opportunity for work, creating 

work for self-employment and for people to use their technology to compete on the 

world scale.  That is the environment that we are creating in the 

telecommunications sector, so that we will be able to allow our individuals, just 

like our athletes, to compete on the world scale.   

Commercially, TSTT is looking at cloud solution services as an opportunity 

for revenue growth and has as its disposal one of the most advanced data centres in 

Latin America and the Caribbean.  I am also proud to let you know that TSTT has 

pioneered an internationally recognized and sought-after e-tender solution that is 
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guaranteed to ensure greater transparency and openness in the procurement 

process.  This TSTT e-tendering service will be the most welcomed tool with the 

upcoming Trinidad and Tobago procurement legislation. 

Mr. Vice-President, as you can see, TSTT is on track to achieve its 

objectives and on the path to achieving significant growth by 2021.  I am fully 

convinced that the company will leverage the opportunities of the fourth industrial 

revolution fully, fulfilling its mandate and provide the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago with nationwide broadband access and leading-edge affordable 

technological solutions all without, all without, being a burden on the taxpaying 

public of Trinidad and Tobago.   

So, Mr. Vice-President, we are on our way.  We are well on our way in 

putting TSTT on a solid footing and TSTT has now settled down.  TSTT now has a 

core workforce that is well motivated, close to 1,285 workers that are working 

towards ensuring that TSTT will no longer, for the foreseeable future, be a burden 

on taxpayers of Trinidad and Tobago.  And not only will they not be a burden, but 

they are going to be poised to be able to provide services to the people of Trinidad 

and Tobago and compete in a much more effective manner. 

Mr. Vice-President, as you are also aware, one of the agencies that also fall 

under my purview is that of SWMCOL.  And I know that a lot of us are concerned 

about our environment and what is happening to it.  And I will let you know that 

that is an agency that is also a concern of mine and we are working towards 

ensuring that that company is also fulfilling its mandates. 

In the case of that mandate, Mr. Vice-President, this company, to ensure its 

ability to meet this mandate, we at the MPU establish a five pillar plan geared 

towards providing strategic direction to SWMCOL in its continued development.  I 
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would like to spend some time and outline that plan and the steps that have been 

taken so far in its implementation.   

The five point plan for SWMCOL talks about pillar one, institutional 

strengthening.  Two years ago Cabinet approved the expansion of SWMCOL’s 

mandate to include the functions of the proposed waste recycling management 

authority.  In March of this year, the establishment of a waste recycling 

management unit within SWMCOL was approved by Cabinet to facilitate the 

company’s expanded mandate.  The establishment of this unit necessitated the 

creation of 20 new positions in SWMCOL.  Five of those positions have been 

filled and we anticipate by June of this year that the unit would be fully staffed to 

support the implementation of the beverage container deposit refund policy and the 

establishment of a deposit refund system for beverage containers.   

Pillar two in SWMCOL’s mandate is about public awareness.  SWMCOL is 

committed to encouraging behaviours that articulate change through education and 

awareness.  As such, it has held workshops and has held discussions in a lot of our 

schools throughout Trinidad and Tobago as we try to encourage the citizens, our 

young citizens, to engage new habits and to embrace the whole concept of 

recycling and protecting our environment.   

For the year, last year, they visited.  For the whole of last year, last financial 

year, they did 168 schools and they touched close to 27,000 students.  For this six 

months they have already done 100 schools and they have touched so far— 

Mr. Vice-President:  Minister, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:—21,000 students.  Pillar three, is encouraging the 

recycling at the organization and individual level.  And there are a number of 

programmes that SWMCOL has put in place.  They have put in place the WRAP 
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programme, which is for private sector.  They have put in place the Public Sector 

Recycling Programme and they have put in place the Curbside Recycling 

Programme, all of which are geared towards encouraging individuals to recycle at 

their place of work, and then when they go home, they could still also continue to 

practice recycling activities. 

Pillar four in SWMCOL talks about the legislative framework and I said in 

January of this year Cabinet approved the Beverage Container Deposit Reform 

Policy as a subsidiary policy of the National Recycling Policy.  We at the MPU are 

currently working with the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs to 

draft the enabling legislation and we expect to bring to the public, finally this year 

after lots of ole talk, after going way back to 1990, a beverage container Bill that 

will result in us being able to clean up this environment once and for all.  The 

tenets of that Bill are centered around making sure the individuals that create the 

waste are the ones that are responsible for cleaning up the waste. 

So, Mr. Vice-President, SWMCOL is also well on the way.  T&TEC, 

another company which falls under my purview is also a very good company, and 

we are moving in T&TEC to move a company like T&TEC from good to great.  

They are doing good things.  They have an uptime of over 99 per cent and we are 

working on getting that uptime reliability close to 99.5 per cent.   

Mr. Vice-President, in the next two minutes I will give a little quick update 

on water.  As we are all aware, we are all aware we are in a drought situation in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  We are in a drought environment in Trinidad and Tobago 

and I daresay, if you read the newspaper you will realize that this situation is not 

only in Trinidad and Tobago, it is in Barbados.  It is in St. Kitts.  It is in Jamaica.  

It is in Belize.  It is an environmental issue.  But our drought situation that we have 
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here is a little bit more acute, because of the conditions and the misspending that 

was done in what it is that we got.  [Crosstalk] Mr. Vice-President—  

Mr. Vice-President:  Members, please allow the Minister.  He does not have very 

much time to wrap up, so just please allow the Minister to do so in silence.  Sen. 

Mark, Sen. Mark.  [Continuous crosstalk]  Sen. Ameen, he has two minutes.  

Please allow him to wrap up in silence.  Continue, Minister.  

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  Mr. Vice-President, you know, I just want to 

draw—I remember there was a particular Senator on that Bench, I think it was Sen. 

Hosein who talked about 10 billion—let me give you an idea of the wonton waste 

and spending.  There was a particular Beetham Water Treatment Plant project.  

That particular project was supposed to bring 10 million gallons of water.  I want 

to say, I want to also make the point that we will be doing 10 million gallons worth 

of water.  But that is a project that was budgeted at US $121 million.   

By the time the project was finished, by the time the project was stopped, 

121 million—it was budgeted at 165; 121 was spent and it was projected that a 

further US $293 million was required to finish the project.  It therefore meant, Mr. 

Vice-President, you would have gotten 10 million gallons of water at a cost to 

Trinidad and Tobago of close to TT $3 billion.  We will be increasing the water in 

this country by 10 million gallons also.  But I tell you that 10 million gallons is 

going to cost us less than TT $150 million.  That is the difference between us, Mr. 

Vice-President.  The difference between us is about, you waste, you squander, you 

do things that are beneficial, that are— 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Mr. Vice-President, Standing Order 46(6), imputing improper 

motives, please. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Minister, continue.   
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Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:  You are talking about producing 10million gallons 

of water at a lot different price.   

Mr. Vice-President, we are working.  We understand the situation that is 

happening.  We have plans in place and that will improve the water conditions 

throughout Trinidad and Tobago.  But we are doing it in a systematic manner.  We 

are doing it with plans.  We are doing it with a clear programme.  We are not doing 

it in a manner of wish-wash and spending money wild and crazy throughout the 

place.  Mr. Vice-President, I thank you thank very much.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Ashvani Mahabir:  Thank you very much, Mr. Vice-President, and indeed to 

all Members of this honourable Chamber, for the opportunity to make a 

contribution to the debate on this very important Bill, which is generally referenced 

as the midterm budget review of the Government. 

Mr. Vice-President, before I speak specifically to the relevant issues of this 

Bill, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to the Leader of the Opposition and 

political leader of the United National Congress, Member of Parliament for 

Siparia, the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, for granting me this significant honour 

of representing the people of Trinidad and Tobago in this esteemed legislative 

Chamber.  [Desk thumping]   

I say represent the people of Trinidad and Tobago, as that is the core 

philosophy of those on this side—[Desk thumping]—and because I consider this 

appointment as an opportunity for me to articulate, communicate and deliberate for 

and on behalf of the people.  And that is exactly what I intend to do, articulate on 

the needs, the aspirations and the pulse of the people, and perhaps, more 

specifically, Mr. Vice-President, to articulate on the position of the government 

that is in waiting. [Desk thumping] 
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Mr. Vice-President, for years as an onlooker and observer of parliamentary 

debates, I often found that much of what was being said here and at the other place, 

perhaps, could not be understood by the common man.  I myself sometimes could 

not always grasp with certainty what was being said and why.  And that might be 

one of the reasons why there is very little public interest in parliamentary debates 

today.   

Accordingly, in this debate and in the others that would follow during my 

stay here, I wish to be as simple as I can be and clear and to speak on the issues in 

a manner in which the people can understand.  [Desk thumping] And that for me, 

Mr. Vice-President, is extremely important, because many of our citizens today are 

in the dark, and in the context of this Bill, many do not know when and how our 

money is being spent.   

6.15 p.m.  

Mr. Vice-President, this Bill is entitled the Finance (Supplementary 

Appropriation) (Financial Year 2019) Bill, sometimes referred to for convenience 

maybe, as the midterm review.  A fancy name that may not resonate easily with the 

common man, but if the title of the Bill does not vibrate with the people then at the 

very least the contents of it should.  This one appears to have missed the mark 

twice, and quite a lot has been said here and at the other place as to the merits and 

as to the justification of supplementary financial arrangements to meet the needs of 

the projects engaged by this Government.  But in my own consideration of this 

Bill, Mr. Vice President, I felt an appropriate starting place was obviously what 

was the purpose of this Bill and what was it seeking to cure.  

In other words, what was its reason for being? The fact is that every piece of 

legislation must set out of fix something, to cure something, to remedy something 
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and quite simply if there is nothing to fix there is no need for a Bill. So what 

exactly does this Bill seek to remedy? And by way of analogy, Mr. Vice-President, 

I remember as a child receiving an allowance from my parents and that allowance 

was supposed to meet all my needs and most of my wants.  I had to ensure that if I 

ever found myself wanting more, then I had to make a very strong, reasonable, 

sensible, practicable and indeed a believable case for more. So, what is the 

relevance of the analogy?   

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Madam President, the question is whether this Government has today made 

a strong, functional and realistic case for further supplementation. And in making a 

determination as to whether in fact that case has been made, the average and 

reasonable human mind would consider three things.  The past, the present and the 

future.  In order to convince us and the people you would have needed to satisfy us 

of three things.  One, whether you have been accountable for your past.  Two, 

whether you now appear politically sound and strategically capable and stable in 

the present and three, whether your projections for the future appear relevant, 

realistic and genuine. And added to that is the issue of priority.  These are the 

things, Madam President, these are the things that they needed to satisfy. In other 

words they had to satisfy the people that what they were doing was working and 

that it was working for all the people and working well.   

So, let me go to the first point, the first limb. And that is, has this 

Government provided this Parliament and indeed the nation with sufficient 

accountability for the taxpayers’ dollars that have been spent over the last three 

years?  Has it been fiscally responsible in reassuring the people that its money was 

well spent?  Are they satisfied with what they have done before? And by way of 
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example, Madam President, I know when the Minister spoke earlier, reference was 

made to, for example, some $57 million for the Judiciary. And during the course of 

the debate, I understand $13 million of that is for software renewal or development 

at the family court?   

Now, if you are going to come here and ask for $57 million, $13 million for 

software, then surely I thought that you would have had some kind of obligation to 

give an account for monies previously allocated for software under this limb. 

Surely the people ought to know how the existing software is working and whether 

it fits the peculiar need of this judicial arm of the State, and if it is not working, or 

not working properly, then you had to tell us why.  Surely we ought to know about 

the status of the software in that, also in the High Court, the Magistrates’ Court and 

other arms of the Judiciary.  So if we are to read now or in the future of any 

possible deficiencies and delays in court proceedings as a result of system failure 

and you say all is right, then something is definitely wrong.  

Madam President, the point is that there had to be some level of 

accountability for what obtained before. Essentially therefore, Madam President, 

this Bill goes to answerability and if you do not provide answers, what you do is 

that you feed doubt and when you feed doubt you fertilize despair. Madam 

President, the second obligation that I felt rested on the Government after having 

accounted to the people and in trying to make a case for supplementation would 

have been to prove themselves as being politically and strategically sound, that is 

to say, you are capable of convincing the people that what you are doing is 

working and working well and people must believe you.  So even if the ordinary 

citizen is unable to have a clear appreciation of a tsunami of figures, statistics and 

data, they would lend support to further supplementation merely on the basis that 
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they trust you.  They trust in your competence and they trust in your vision. 

I am reminded as well when the Minister spoke under the limb National 

Security, for a further supplemental of $200 million is being requested and of that 

figure the Minister suggested that $124 million was to pay bills to TSTT for CCTV 

cameras. I was hoping somewhere along the line that someone on that side would 

have side to me and indeed the entire Chamber, and indeed Trinidad and Tobago, 

what role has the CCTV cameras played in crime detection and crime prevention 

thus far?  [Desk thumping]  I thought you would have come here to tell us how 

many crimes have actually been detected utilizing this technology and to 

strengthen your case for more.  I was disappointed.   

You must not boast of your own competence, you must let the people trust in 

your capabilities.  [Desk thumping]  Madam President, today when we listen to the 

voice of the people who take to social media the immediate impression is that they 

do not trust this Government. Much of what you say is perceived as either a 

deliberate falsehood, or mistakenly inaccurate and if not either of the two, then it is 

considered pure incompetence.  That is the perception outside.   

Case in point, Madam President, very popular, case in point, Petrotrin.  

There was a veil of, perhaps continues to exist, a veil of secrecy surrounding 

Petrotrin.  For months this nation was in engaged in a proverbial guessing game, a 

guessing game as to the future of this state company.  Would it be shut down?  

Would it be restructured?  The questions were asked, but the answers never came.  

And those that did come, did not give comfort to the people and in many instances 

it conflicted with what would have been said before. And to use the words of the 

hon. Minister who spoke before me, that is management PNM style. [Desk 

thumping]  
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So, Madam President, the same thing would have happened with respect to 

Caroni (1975) Limited some decades ago.  Many Members here would remember 

that.  One minute, we did not know whether they were going to restructure Caroni 

(1975) Limited or whether they were going to close it down, but the next minute, 

thousands of workers were on the breadline, thousands of workers and their 

dependents. That is management PNM style; that secrecy.  So there were lots of 

secrets back then with respect to Caroni (1975) Limited and many secrets now with 

respect to Petrotrin, there still are.  But where there are secrets between 

government and the people, it is the people who would suffer, and that, Madam 

President, for me, is what is at the core of our debate today.  Secrecy and trust and 

confidence.  When you ask for $1.8 billion more, the nation trembles because the 

trust is no longer there.   

Another case in point, Madam President, is the manner in which finding 

appropriate vessels to service the Tobago seabridge was handled by this 

administration.  It may go down in the history of this country as one of the greatest 

political scandals of all time.  [Desk thumping] And that too, Madam President, 

was shrouded in mystery like a Sherlock Holmes investigation.  At one point in 

time, the debate in this country was actually about the physical location of that 

vessel.  Is it in China? Is it in Japan?  Is it crossing the Atlantic?  Is it stuck in 

Cuba?  Where is it?  So much so, the lack of information pushed members of the 

media, pushed members of our media to engage in their own tracking of this vessel 

utilizing their own software and their own Internet capabilities. And social media 

fans actually created their own countdown, similar to the ones you have at the 

dawn of a new year.  Ten more days for it to arrive, nine more days for it to arrive.   

And you know what was funny about that, Madam President?  The nation 
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had to rely on Twitter to get news as to the exact location of the vessel.  So, 

Madam President, there was no confidence. In fact, Madam President, the type of 

governance that prevailed over Petrotrin and which prevails over the sea bridge, 

has led to a significant disconnect between people and Government.  That is an 

irony, that instead of connecting our people with governance, they have actually 

created a massive divide. Sophisticated data connects no one especially when that 

data remains questionable and does not seem to resemble reality.   

And while I am here, just to respond to a point by the Minister who spoke 

before me.  Your presentation was typical PNM style.  It was a complete rehash, 

and I sat here wondering when in your 40-minute contribution you would have 

stopped subscribing fault on the UNC and to tell me something about what you 

were doing.  I was disappointed. [Desk thumping] Surely in 2019, close to four 

years after 2015, surely there must come a time when members of this Government 

will tell us what they are doing and how they tend to do it and stop like a stuck 

gramophone record subscribing blame to this side.  That time must come.   

Madam President, the third limb that I am speaking about, after accounting 

for you are past, after telling us how stable you are in the present, the third limb is 

your projections for the future.  So having satisfied the people that your past 

investments have borne fruit and that your present situation is stable and secure, 

you are now under an obligation to encourage, to inspire and to embolden the 

people to believe in the future of this country.  You had to buy them to believe into 

your long-term vision and your proposals for the future.  But, you know, Madam 

President, when we on this side, when we speak about the blue and silver 

economy, what do you talk about? When we speak about the digital economy, 

what is the subject of your national conversation?   
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Today we live in an era where on one platform, a cellular phone; mine is off.  

A cellular phone, we can send messages, we can take videos and we can talk. It has 

to do with what we call media convergence.  The merging of entertainment, 

education and communication into one.  Media convergence is the joining or 

converging of distinct technologies into one.  And media convergence, Madam 

President, has changed the way in which the world does business.  It changes the 

way in which we negotiate, it has changed the way in which we settle disputes. 

And these advances in technology, Madam President, as a whole, have opened up a 

new galaxy for mass communications and human development. But does this 

Government know of this?  Is this Government thinking forward?  It does not 

appear so to me.    

You know, my colleague spoke a bit on communications and during the 

debate we were told that some $10 million was allocated for under the limb, 

Communications, which my colleague do so eloquently well spoke about the fact 

that this was to be used for facilitate live broadcast productions.  But I was hoping 

that someone could come and tell us well in communications we have a massive 

plan for this country as well. In three years this Government has not unveiled any 

strategy to twin its development and objectives with changes in mass 

communication and technology.  [Desk thumping] We have not heard any plan to 

develop a communications model for Trinidad and Tobago.  There is no strategic 

move to take advantage of the media convergence and the growth in technology 

that speak about.  No forward thinking.  

So, Madam President, this takes me to the issue of priorities.  What is your 

prime concern? Your first concern? Your most important consideration? What is 

your most pressing matter? What is the matter of greatest importance to this 
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Government?  Is it a highway from Toco to Tobago? Is it the rebuilding of stadia 

to house the arts?  Imagine today we read something about the Skinner Park 

refurbishment, but yet still a large percentage of this population cannot have access 

to drinking water.  And I know why now.  When the Minister spends two minutes 

of his contribution talking about water, we cannot get water in this country.  We 

cannot.  [Desk thumping]  

In October last year, Madam President, and I am referring to an article that 

appeared in Newsday October 4th, the Minister of Finance said: 

“The redevelopment of Skinner Park will ensure that our national 

community will have access to the premier multi-purpose complex 

which will be used by schools and communities to host…”—a number 

of events.  

This one statement speaks to this Government’s agenda, their plan to promote 

access to a multi-purpose complex when a large percentage of the population does 

not have access to drinking water.  So you have access to a multi-purpose complex, 

but no access to a reliable supply of drinking water. Red and ready, but no readily 

available drinking water.  [Desk thumping]  

And, you know, Madam President, if we were to portray this Government in 

a picture slide, one slide may show massive cranes and infrastructural development 

and so on.  And the other slide might depict a citizen stooping at a river bank, 

catching water from a river which he or she has to take to his home to boil, to drink 

and to cook. And that one picture would reflect on what you consider to be your 

priorities.   

The obvious question, Madam President, the obvious question now, is 

whether this Government has satisfied those three limbs I have been talking about?  
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Have they accounted for their past?  Have they reassured us of their present?  Have 

they provided confidence for the future?  If in this maiden contribution, I am asked 

to proffer an answer as to that, I would say a resounding no.  You have not 

satisfied us [Desk thumping] and you have certainly not satisfied the people.  The 

elementary and essential requirements for further supplementation has not been 

met.  You have not accounted and you have not projected.   

But, you know, Madam President, we live with a lot of hope and optimism, 

yes, hope and optimism.  We all do.  We all want to wake up one morning and hear 

what the plans of this Government, what are your plans for the next couple years?  

We live with optimism, but what I heard during this debate today does not resonate 

well with my own dreams and aspirations unfortunately.  Nothing I have heard 

speaks to a Government with any natural flare, nothing in here, $1.8 billion, 

encourages any real enthusiasm. And there was a speaker before who suggested 

that Sen. Mark was lacking excitement today, perhaps he was, but the PNM has 

been lacking excitement for three years. [Desk thumping]  

Madam President, in any civilized Westminster democracy, the final vote on 

Bills is taken with a simple yea or no.  I am sure if there were to be a public vote 

on this Bill there would be a resounding, no.  In fact, a “no” follows many of the 

questions that you could ask about this Government.  Are we safer today?  No.  

Are our jobs sure?  No.  Is the economy on “the improve”?  No.  Are we satisfied 

without health care?  No.  Are we satisfied with the dispensation of the basic 

utilities, especially water? No.  Has the quality of life improved? No.   

You know, Madam President, in conclusion my respectful submission is 

this.  This Government has failed to make a cogent and compelling case for further 

supplementation, and as I said, you have not accounted and you have not projected.  
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The style of governance of the PNM has promoted mistrust, apprehension, anxiety 

and trepidation—[Desk thumping]—we feel it on this side and the people feel it 

too.  Your turnaround for us and for them is but an ideal boast that is incapable of 

standing the test of rigorous scrutiny.  Your turnaround for us and your turnaround 

for them is the consummate public relations stunt and your turnaround for us and 

for them is yet another attempt to apply cosmetics to a badly wounded political 

face.  For us and for them, the only turnaround of interest now is a turnaround back 

to the voting booth on election day.  I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

6.45 p.m. 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, permit me to congratulate Sen. Mahabir on his 

maiden contribution. Sen. Thompson-Ahye. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Hazel Thompson-Ahye:  Thank you, Madam President.  I rise to add my 

voice, my thoughts, to this Bill, “An Act to supplement the appropriation of the 

sum the issue of which was authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) 

Act”.   

Words, language, excite me; figures, frighten me.  So I stand here feeling 

like a “cockroach in fowl business”. [Laughter]  You know, it is said that if you 

want something said, ask a man, if you want something done, ask a woman. 

[Laughter] And I must say that the woman, the Minister, the hon. Minister, 

Allyson West, who presented the Bill this morning, did well. [Desk thumping] She 

almost convinced me. [Laughter] 

There were two things which I found especially important for me and these were 

when she said that the Government continues to manage the resources in a prudent 

manner.  And she also said, we have not forgotten the most vulnerable.  “Continue 

to manage” presupposes that you were managing before.  That is the only way you 
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can continue.  The words “prudent manner” sent me to examine “prudent”, a wise 

thing to do under the existing circumstances, acting with, or showing care and 

thought for the future.  Was it a prudent management? And who were the most 

vulnerable?  And I do not want to disappointment you.  You will expect that I will 

be talking about children, and I wish to focus on the education of children.  So, I 

look back at October 01, 2019.  

Hon. Member:  2018.   

Sen. H. Thompson-Ahye:  2018? Yes, 2018, thank you.  Not Homage to Janus: 

looking backward and forward.  And the figure given for education was $7.392 

billion, and today, what is being asked for is an additional figure of $50 million.  

And I ask, how was that figure managed in a prudent manner?    

A few days ago, I was in a place called “Reggio Emelia Children 

Foundation”, and the words “Reggio Emelia” did not mean much to me, I just 

knew that I had a friend there who was a professor and she was hosting our 

executive committee meeting.  So we had a symposium the day before. We were 

looking at children on the move, migrant children, and all those children, things 

that are very topical in Trinidad and Tobago.  And the welcome address was given 

by a woman much celebrated, and the head of the Children Foundation, Carla 

Rinaldi, and she said in her welcome speech, “Investment in education, especially 

early childhood education, is the best investment.”  

Now, I have not heard much about investment in pre-school education in any 

positive way over the last few years.  I raised it in this Parliament when we were 

debating the question of education of children.  And as I said, Reggio Emelia did 

not mean much to me.  When I went to teachers college, Montessori was it, in 

terms of pre-school education, and it is only recently I learnt that our pre-school 
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early childhood education centres, are in fact, built around the principles from the 

Reggio Emelia Children Foundation.  So, that is where we have our new concept, 

the child-centred education.  

When the Minister of Education took office, one of the first things he did 

was to mount a public consultation, and I say without fear of contradiction, it is the 

best public consultation I have ever attended, most organized, well resourced, and I 

was impressed that we had two Ministers in the Ministry of Education. I think the 

Finance Ministry, the double Ministry came afterwards.  And I clearly remember 

that there was so much promised from that consultation.   

I have known the Minister of Education for upwards of 50 years, in several 

capacities, as a neighbour, as a colleague, and in his various offices of primary 

school principal, and principal of Fatima, and I know that he means well, and I 

know that he is capable.  I know his heart is in the right place, and sometimes I 

wonder if it is that he has forgotten the Anansi story, and that Ananci story says:  

“There is a traitor on board, examine the horns.”  

And maybe he does not have the best advisors who can tell him exactly what is 

going on, what should be done, but I have hope.   

Now, a lot has not been happening with these early childhood centres.  We 

have heard stories, and they have been verified to me, that there have been many 

centres that have been well resourced.  A lot of money has been spent on these 

centres, and they are not open.  What is happening with these centres are of great 

concern.   

The principle of the importance of early childhood centres has been well 

documented.  There is a publication that was commissioned by the World Health 

Organization entitled Early Child Development: a Powerful Equalizer and it says:   
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“Economists now assert on the basis of the available evidence that investment in 

early childhood is the most powerful investment a country can make, with returns 

over the lifecourse many times the size of the original investment.” 

So, it well believed, it is well documented, and again in this report: 

“A healthy start in life gives each child an equal chance to thrive and grow into an 

adult who makes a positive contribution to the community economically and 

socially.”   

We are very concerned about what is happening with children, and we want 

to give children a good start in life, and if it is that we intend to do the best we can 

by children, we must pay attention to giving them a good start in life.  Early 

childhood development, a powerful equalizer.  We need to do the best that we can 

do.   

Now, in looking at the whole question of the early childhood centres, I must 

say problems did not begin because I know that we like to blame this Government 

and that government, did not begin in this Government, but things were beginning 

to go awry, even in 2008, when a number of contracts were completed in 2011 for 

senior administrative personnel, and there were not renewed.  So, resources were 

not being managed in the best way, as far as our early childhood care was 

concerned.   

So we have equipment, we have a mass of children no longer having early 

childhood education, and this affects in particular those children who are most 

disadvantaged in the society.  People who have money will always be able to 

provide care for their children, from early childhood right on to university, but if 

we understand that children from disadvantaged communities need the help of the 

Government, and are entitled because once we have ratified the Convention on the 
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Rights of the Child, we made certain promises to children which we have to keep. 

So, we are having problems with early childhood care, and we are also 

having problems with the primary school children.  The Ministry of Education, 

Division of Educational Research, conducted a study on status of schools by 

district, and they looked at the Academic Performance Index, the critical areas 

were numeracy and literacy.  The schools that were excelling made between 401 to 

560, and the schools that were on academic watch, made between 81 and 240 

marks.  When we looked at the district, we looked at the schools that are excelling, 

and we looked at the schools that are on academic watch, those statistics must give 

us pause.  

In Caroni, we have 13 schools excelling and one under academic watch, and 

that is where inadequate number of students are not meeting the standards that are 

required. In the north-eastern district we have three schools excelling, and four 

schools on academic watch. In Port of Spain, we have seven schools excelling, and 

30 schools, 3-0, under academic watch. In St. George East, we have 15 schools 

excelling, and 18 schools under academic watch.  

You know, one Sunday morning, I was at the Cathedral at mass, and I heard 

the Vicar General talking about the terrible state of the schools in Port of Spain, 

and I was really alarmed, because I remember the days when the most notable 

persons in the society would tell you with pride, “I went to Nelson Street Boys”. 

And Nelson Street Boys is today under academic watch.   

7.00 p.m.  

So, St. George East, 15 excelling, academic watch, 18; St. Patrick, six 

schools excelling, academic watch, five; Southeast, six schools excelling, academic 

watch, 10; Victoria, 19 schools excelling, academic watch, four; Tobago, four 
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schools excelling, academic watch, six. 

And let us look at the status of schools by management type.  Government, 

nine excelling, 22 under academic watch; Hindu, 13 schools excelling, three under 

academic watch; Presbyterian, 13 schools excelling, one under academic watch; 

Catholic, four schools excelling, 28 under academic watch; Anglican schools, two 

schools excelling, 10 under academic watch; Muslim, six schools excelling, none 

under academic watch; private schools, 23 schools excelling, two under academic 

watch; other, six.  So, we are in trouble.  We are in trouble.   

And I have said, how many billions of dollars in the budget, what is 

happening?  Where is it going?  Is it giving the students a healthy start in life so 

that each child will have an equal chance to thrive and grow into an adult who 

makes a positive contribution to the community economically and socially?  And, 

you know, when we look at what is happening in terms of those who are in prison, 

when we look at those who are making the negatives—making the newspapers in a 

negative way—we wonder what is happening in the society?  Does every creed and 

race find an equal place?  We must be concerned. 

Maslow’s hierarchy of needs tells us that every human being has the same 

needs, and it goes up the ladder from the physiological, the food, water, sleep, 

shelter, safety, you need health, you need to be in a safe place.  The third one going 

up the ladder you have the need to belong, the love, friendships, families, self-

esteem, recognition, status, all of those things, and the highest is self-actualization, 

the realization of the fullest potential of the individual, and one must ask: How 

many of our children are really achieving self-actualization?  All of them have the 

need.  A child walked into a school in Port of Spain and said: “Miss, yuh read de 

papers today, Miss?”  And Miss said, “No”.  “Miss, yuh eh read the papers today, 
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Miss?”  Miss said, “No”.  “Miss, you see daring bank robbery, Miss.  Miss, that is 

my brother, yuh know, Miss”.  If you do not achieve it in a positive way, that sense 

of self-esteem, actualization, you are going to get it in a negative way.  There must 

be some way that our children can achieve the best that they can achieve in the best 

way, you know, some help.  We need help, and we have money and we are talking 

investment, but we are not talking enough about investment in children and that is 

investment in our future. 

And the question was asked when there was the last murder in Tobago: what 

have we become?  We regard certain professions as very important in the society 

and I always say—because at one point, when I was the Director of the Legal Aid 

Clinic at the law school, one of the professors came from Africa to establish the 

social work unit, and he asked me to become a practicum teacher, and I saw the 

value of the social workers in society.  We began to work with the lawyers and the 

social workers and I always say, social workers are invaluable members of the 

society.  They are unappreciated and they are not well paid, and the work that they 

must do is extremely important.   

When England had the sea change in terms of youth justice, it is because 

social workers were given a number of dollars—they were given a lot of money to 

run projects—and that is when things turned around.  But England is like 

everywhere else.  A new government comes and things change.  I read the 

newspapers some years ago—it was about 2014—somebody asked, saying that she 

had applied for a scholarship to do cognitive behavioural therapy, and she was told 

by the Government that that is not a priority in the society.  Now, cognitive 

behavioural therapy is what changes people’s minds.   

There is a programme “Thinking for a Change” that some of the social 
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workers were exposed to and I was asking one of them: How is the programme 

going?  And she said, “Well, we do not have any money, you know, so we do not 

do it anymore.”  But when I go to the Caribbean islands, as I am invited to from 

time to time, and I sit with the social workers, I see that they are spending 

hundreds of thousands of dollars.  And when I say they are spending, because if 

you need something, some kind of expertise, there is always the United Nations 

agencies right there in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  You can ask.  

You can ask for assistance, and a lot of money is being spent on training people in 

cognitive behavioural therapy.   

When I was doing a programme there, I asked them, what do you want?  

And they said, Mrs. Ahye, we want to learn cognitive behavioural therapy.  At the 

time I did not even know much about it.  So I went and I read up on it and we 

spoke about it, and now they actually have people coming in and dealing with it, 

teaching and training people.  Because a lot of the attitudes, a lot of the problems, 

because of the negative thinking in the youth, and that kind of programme assists 

them to respond in a way, a more effective way, because when they are depressed, 

when they suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder and they have these painful 

feelings and emotions and they act out, sometimes we do not respond in the best 

way.  So we need to have those people, who those young people who are 

experiencing problems, and there are so many of them.  Because when a murder 

takes place in the society, a number of people are affected and, to say, yes, we have 

counselling, how long do you have counselling for?  Most times you need a long-

term process which we can hardly afford.  So we need to work on all of those 

programmes.   

Now, I see a link between, not only the education but national security.  We 
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are spending a lot of money on national security as well, but what we are doing is 

the end result, instead of doing more preventative action.  A number of countries 

are moving towards restorative justice.  Trinidad has spent millions of dollars 

talking about it.  We have had programmes at UWI, we have had programmes at 

Hyatt, we have had programmes where people come and talk.  They brought 

people from New Zealand.  We have a policy.  I do not know what—I have been 

asking, where is that?  It is at some Ministry, but when we changed around the 

Ministries, I have not heard anything about it again.   

But, you know, Jamaica is going full speed ahead.  Not only do they have a 

very comprehensive policy, but they went and enacted legislation in December 

2016, and you find now that the Chief Justice is very serious about it and has 

mandated his judges to institute restorative practices, restorative justice, at every 

stage of the programme.  We must talk diversion.  I see here in the budget or the 

midterm review that we are asking for money for children for homes.  We are 

asking for money for a number of things, and if we divert children away from the 

criminal justice process, we will find that much less is going to be spent.  We 

ought to use the community resources much more than we do.   

When you look at the policy in Jamaica, it talks about ensuring the victim 

and community members actively participate in a process.  It talks about 

facilitating the enhanced capacity of community-based institutions to participate in 

the use of restorative justice mechanism.  It talks about expanding and supporting 

the introduction of youth diversion strategies and mechanisms.  So, if we attack 

and we spend more time in prevention, then down the road we will spend less time 

and less resources in trying to fix things, but we do not do things like that here.  

We like to do it afterwards and spend a lot of money, and although, you know, we 
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teach detention is a measure of last resort and for the shortest possible time, we 

like to institutionalize children, although we know that is not the best place to put 

children in homes and institutions.  It is not the best thing for children, but we keep 

doing it and it is causing more and more money, but we just cannot and will not 

learn.  We are doing a lot.  We are spending a lot of the money on having more and 

more courts, when we ought to be looking more at alternatives to court, but there is 

a mindset of retribution in the society.   

So when you read the newspapers, driving without insurance and so on, jail; 

smoking marijuana, jail; stealing, jail.  I mean, what is it?  Is there not community 

service legislation in this country?  Why so much of it is jail?  And, you know, 

sometimes thinkers write the newspapers and say, “I cannot understand disparity in 

sentencing, do they not have a sentencing policy?”  Do the magistrates not have, 

you know, a discretion not to send people to jail?  And there is a whole book, The 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago Sentencing Handbook.  I am very grateful to Mr. 

Chaitram Sinanan for making me a gift of that book when he was in charge of 

Legal Aid.  So there is actually a book there that talks about sentencing, so we do 

not have all this disparity in sentencing which erodes the public confidence in 

justice. 

So, if we are talking about investment, let us talk a lot about investing in 

children, let us talk a lot about education and let us recognize that there is an 

elephant in the room and deal with the elephant in the room.  We are scared to talk 

about it.  But, you know, in Singapore, Singapore looked at its education results 

and it says, you know, we looked at what is happening with the Malay, we looked 

at what is happening with the Chinese and what is happening with the Indian and 

they conducted a study over a 10-year period, and what they were looking to see is, 
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what can be done to improve each segment of the society, because if every creed 

and race finds an equal place—not the anthem grammar but mine—then, we must 

be concerned that every segment of the society is going forward.   

We must not keep it quiet and say, oh, you know, make assumptions about 

who we are and what we are and what we do.  We must ensure that everyone is 

moving together, otherwise we will not have a society where everyone feels safe, 

where everyone can thrive and, ultimately, if it is that we can feel safe in our 

homes, because someone feels good about himself, then that is going to redound to 

the benefit of all of us, not just one or two persons.  We ought to recognize that 

there is a culture of inequity in a number of areas.   

So we talk a lot about, you know, we give people all the resources and they 

are not taking advantage of it.  And, you know, we are all familiar with the saying, 

“give a man a fish, you feed him for a day, teach him to fish and we feed him for 

lifetime”.  But Trevor Noah, now my favourite author, this South Africa writer and 

comedian, in his book Born a Crime—because he was born at a time when his 

parents in South Africa were not supposed to be together.  So the minute he was 

born from a white father and an African mother, a black African woman, there was 

a crime committed.  And he said of this saying—teach a man, give a man a fish, 

you feed him for a day, teach him to fish, you feed him for a lifetime—but you do 

not give him a fishing rod.  You do not give him a fishing rod.   

And, the fact is, there are many blocks to progress and we must recognize 

what they are, where they are, how they operate and try to eliminate them, because 

unless we have a fair and just society, where the resources are shared equally, then 

we will not have peace and we all want peace.  We all want to be happy, we all are 

entitled to be happy, but we must take the bull by the horns and understand that we 
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have to do what we have to do, not for one, not for a few, but for all of us.  So 

when we are looking at budgets and we are looking at review and we are looking 

at—let us understand what we are doing and for whom we are doing what we are 

doing, and have courage to do what is right.  I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Works and Transport (Sen. The Hon. Rohan Sinanan):  

Thank you, Madam President.  Madam President, thank you for the opportunity to 

contribute to another mid-year budget review for the current financial year.  

Madam President, I take this opportunity to thank my colleague, the hon. Minister 

of Finance and the hon. Minister in the Ministry of Finance, Sen. Allyson West, 

and all the staff of the Ministry of Finance for their astute and prudent management 

of the Trinidad and Tobago economy over the last three years.   

Madam President, I, in particular, thank the Minister of Finance for his 

assistance and support given to the Ministry of Works and Transport over the last 

three years in very difficult financial circumstances by rescuing an economy that 

almost collapsed under a reckless UNC Government while, at the same time, 

struggling to pursue Government’s development agenda with very little financial 

resources. Madam President, at this time, I would like to also congratulate Sen. 

Ashvani Mahabir, because the last time I heard of Sen. Mahabir was in 2012, and 

let me congratulate you for being well today and being able to sit in the Senate.  

Madam President, we would recall the Guardian article on Friday, June 15, 2012, 

there was an article which was in the newspapers pertaining to the Hindu Credit 

Union, and the last I heard of the hon. Senator and I quote from the Guardian: 

“At last week’s June 8 hearing, Sir Anthony described former HCU 

official Ashvani Mahabir as being among a ‘category of people’ who can 

give relevant testimony.  His attorney, Margaret Rose, said he was ill and 
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was…”—a key to facilitate the relevant testimony in that matter.   

Madam President, I am happy that the hon. Senator is here today with us in full 

spirit. 

Madam President, the Senator spoke about the Caroni employees when the 

Caroni land was closed down.  Madam President, I am happy that the Senator is 

here with us, so maybe today or sometime in the future, we can hear about the 

Caroni workers who lost all their money in the Hindu Credit Union.  Sen. Mahabir, 

you also spoke about—and some of the words that you used were clear.  It was 

about security, trust, confidence and accounting.  Madam President, it pains me to 

think that the legal advisor to the Hindu Credit Union, who would have been very 

important to protect all those depositors, who eventually had to be bailed out by the 

taxpayers.   

You see, I brought this up, Madam President, because part of the problem 

we face as a country, has to do with the Clico bailout and the Hindu Credit Union 

bailout.  So it is very relevant for the country to know from the hon. Senator what 

really went on in the Hindu Credit Union.  And I know he spoke about trust and to 

speak and to speak.  Well Senator, you have the opportunity now to speak, under 

the privilege of Parliament about what really went on in the Hindu Credit Union, 

and I really look forward for you telling the population sometime.   

Sen. Obika:  Standing Order 46(1). 

Madam President:  Continue. 

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan:  Thank you.  [Desk thumping]  Madam President, it 

was a very challenging experience for me, personally, and I thank the hard-

working staff of the Ministry of Works and Transport who weathered the economic 

storm and committed themselves to the task at hand to deliver on Government’s 
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development agenda in very difficult economic circumstances.   

Madam President, you would recall the issues we endured over the years.  

Even here, in this place, in this Senate, early in my tenure, I inherited an 

unsustainable sea bridge that was mainly due to a poor maintenance system that 

triggered a decision in 2013 to terminate the services of a company called Bay 

Ferries.  This resulted in the disruption of the sea bridge.  And Sen. Mahabir spoke 

about this big scandal, so I will have to go into that big scandal that he spoke 

about.  This triggered an emergency tender procedure to have the replacement 

vessels to abate a crisis that threatened the economic stability of our sister island.  

Madam President, all kinds of allegations and insults and charges of 

corruption were levied at me as the Minister and the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago and, today, we heard from the hon. Senator that that was the biggest 

scandal of this Government.  There was even sabotage on the Cabo Star and the 

other vessels.  Madam President, as a Government and as a Ministry, we held our 

focus.  We fully participated in probably the mother of all joint select committees 

in the history of this country, and at that joint select committee even the Prime 

Minister went as a witness.  We laid the facts before the entire nation and dispelled 

all attempts by the UNC and their friends to spread fake news and mislead the 

citizens.  Today, we have returned stability to the sea bridge with the acquisition of 

the Galleons Passage, the same vessel that the hon. Senator was saying was a 

scandal. 

Madam President, the same Galleons Passage that they so criticized, the 

performance of that vessel, to date, it has made over 250 trips to Tobago [Desk 

thumping] with one trip being aborted due to bad weather.  It has transported close 

to 60,000 passengers to Tobago [Desk thumping] and over 1,300 cars.  [Desk 
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thumping]  Madam President, if that is a scandal, in a short while, when I get into 

my contribution, you will know what is a real scandal.  Madam President, the sea 

bridge is up and running and it will only get better with the acquisition, the leasing 

of a new ferry, which is expected to be in this country shortly to add another 

passenger vessel to the fleet, and by next year, the acquisition of two brand-new 

passenger ferries. 

Madam Speaker, over the Easter weekend—we had Easter and jazz—and 

that was the test for the sea bridge.  The Galleons Passage and TT Spirit 

transported close to 6,500 passengers and offered close to 9,000 seats.  They 

transported 1,600 cars and they had space for 2,400 cars—sorry, they transported 

281 cars, they had space for 360 cars, and in total they transported close to 9,000 

passengers.  The week after that was the jazz and everything ran smoothly with 

extra capacity.  So for those who would have hinged their political future on a 

collapsed sea bridge, they need to look for another way to get it.  [Desk thumping]  

The sea bridge is back up and the sea bridge is running. 

Madam President, we are in such serious times in the development of our 

beloved country.  It is noteworthy, Madam President, that this Government, 

through the Ministry of Works and Transport is, indeed, obtaining value for money 

while creating growth in the economy and steadfastly holding the reins in its 

commitment to national development.  Examples of this, Madam President, are the 

Solomon Hochoy extension to Point Fortin.  Construction is well under way and all 

the packages have now been awarded, and the Curepe Interchange project which is 

being constructed at half the price that the former Government was doing it for.  

[Desk thumping] 

Madam President, as part of the forecast of the World Bank in Washington, 
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in April 2019, records its review of the estimates of real GDP growth in Trinidad 

and Tobago; accordingly, based on report, Madam President, the country in 2019 

World Bank forecast for GDP growth had been revised from -0.5 to 0.9 per cent.  

That is facts.   

Madam President, this Government is staying on course, despite the 

condemnation of our detractors and the bearers of fake news and lies to create 

panic, turmoil and mistrust and panic.  We will evolve into this modern, 

progressive, industrialized, stable and democratic country as we move forward 

towards vision 2030.  And, Madam President, I just want to put some facts on the 

table that they cannot dispute, coming out of the Minister of Finance’s speech in 

the Lower House.  One of the facts is that our balance of payment surplus in 2018: 

imports US $5.24 billion; exports, $8.33 billion.  Madam Speaker, most countries 

strive to achieve a better export than import balance of payment.  

Madam President, natural gas production up: 2018 up 8 per cent and, in 

2019, a further increase again.  Those are facts.  The Heritage and Stabilisation 

Fund—I remember they speaking about we utilizing the Heritage and Stabilisation 

Fund—under this Government, the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund is $6.1 billion, 

the highest it has ever reached.   

7.30 p.m. 

And Madam President, there is also expected to be an improvement in the 

production of oil in this country.  Madam President, again, good news for Tobago, 

the THA can now borrow money to fund its development programme.  [Desk 

thumping] That is a big win.  And there are several other initiatives that were 

announced by the Minister of Finance.  So for the Opposition to give any 

impression that the country is not moving in the right direction, I do not think they 
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were paying attention to the Minister of Finance. 

Madam President, it has been said by the Minister in the Ministry of Finance 

that the Ministry of Works and Transport did receive $73 million in the mid-year 

review for the new vessel and $12.7 million to pay retirement benefits to the 

employees.  But, Madam President, I want to go into some of the achievements of 

the Ministry of Works and Transport, because I did hear some of the Senators say 

that they wanted to know what the Government was doing.  Well, I will report on 

what the Ministry of Works and Transport has been doing for the last six months 

and the areas where we would be going forward.   

Madam President, this Government unveiled some of the largest 

infrastructure projects in this country, and it is all in keeping with our Vision 2030.  

I want to start with the Solomon Hochoy Highway extension to Point Fortin, and 

the Senators could pay some attention so they would know what a real scandal is.  

Madam President, this Government took that project when the contractor left the 

country.  The project was shut down and the project was halted.  We took a 

decision to divide the project into 12 packages; I am happy to report that all 12 

packages have been awarded and all by local contractors.  [Desk thumping] 

But, Madam President, what is significant about that project now is that in 

2010 that project was tendered out by the PNM Government and the cost was 

around $80 million per kilometre.  That contract under the UNC Government was 

awarded for $123 million per kilometre.  I am happy to say that now, with the 

Ministry of Works and Transport and the system of competitive tendering, we were 

able to get back to the position of 2010.  And I can tell you, the Cumuto highway 

was awarded for $80 million, which was in keeping with what the budget for the 

San Fernando highway should have cost.   
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If that highway was allowed to continue, if the Government did not change 

and that highway was to continue, it would have cost the taxpayers $3billion more 

than it should have cost, because we were able right now to complete the highway 

at about $66 million per kilometre.  There was a lot of work that went on, so if we 

estimate that it could go back up to probably $80 million or $85 million.  When we 

stopped the highway it was being constructed at close to $123 million per 

kilometre.  The land acquisition is another—the largest scandal to hit this country 

very soon, when the facts come out on that it will be the land acquisition on the 

San Fernando to Point Fortin highway.  It would take this country years, years to 

unravel what happened on that highway with that land acquisition.  Innocent 

people’s lives have been damaged because people were served notices, they 

stopped renovating their homes and now we are in a position where we do not need 

these people’s homes.  They were served notices, then you diverted the highway, 

you never served them; you never withdrew the notices and today there are several 

people taking the Government to court.   

Interest on that highway is piling up.  The taxpayers of this country will pay, 

over the next 20 years, for the way that project was handled.  That is a scandal, not 

a boat that came in and it could turn out to be the most efficient operating between 

Trinidad and Tobago, operating as required and with a maintenance cost that is 

significantly less than what we are accustomed to.  Madam President, let me report 

on the Churchill Roosevelt Highway.  The Government again started the project 

and, as we speak, the project is well under way, and we are looking forward, in 

2020, when we can utilize that piece of highway and go into Sangre Grande while 

the highway continues to Toco.  This highway is from Wallerfield to Sangre 

Grande, and had we not lost one year going to the Privy Council, today, or 



192 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. The Hon R. Sinanan (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

sometime this year, we would have been driving all the way to Sangre Grande on a 

new highway.  And, again, the cost of that highway, $80 million per kilometre, 

similar to what, 2010, the Point Fortin highway should have cost.   

The Point Fortin highway was 47 kilometres, think about paying—what is 

the difference there—from 23 to 80—$43 million per kilometre.  Multiply 43 by 

47, that is the extra cost we were paying on that highway.  Thank God the people 

of this country voted the right way in 2015.  [Desk thumping]  Madam President, 

the Valencia to Toco highway, all the designs are being conducted now.  The EMA 

is involved and we are hoping that we can get the permission from the EMA to 

start the construction.  Once we start that construction again it would be 

competitive tendering, we will break it up in small packages so that the local 

contractors could compete/participate.  In San Fernando all the 12 packages were 

won by local contractors.  So this is the plan, the project is going, the designs are 

under way; we are working with the EMA to ensure that all the statutory 

requirements are fulfilled.   

Madam President, the Port of Spain East-West Corridor project, which is 

known as the Curepe interchange, again, scandal.  Madam President, this project 

almost reached $600 million under the previous Government.  We know what 

happened with that, I do not want to go back too much there, but we were able to 

go back out for tender with this project and bring in the construction cost at $212 

million.  It is my hope, Madam President, that the saving—and I heard some 

Senator say, “Saving is not when you spend”.  This is a saving, I do not know 

about only when you spend it, it is a saving.  The saving from the Curepe 

interchange would be able to give us the Diego Martin interchange, because we are 

about to turn the sod in Diego Martin and it would start the Macoya or the Piarco 
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interchange.  At one point in time I thought we would have gotten two for the price 

of one; it seems like we would get two-and-a-half now for the price of one.  [Desk 

thumping]  That is how we are doing our business.   

Madam President, a Senator was—it was Sen. Haynes; I did take some 

notes, you know, but I think I “throw it away”—Sen. Haynes was talking about the 

PNM and the PNM and the PNM. This is how the PNM does business:  The PNM 

does business in the interest of the citizens of this country.  Madam President, the 

Toco port facility, again, is another project that is ongoing.  We were able to do all 

the surveys, all the investigations; the environmental baseline data collected and 

we are working with the EMA, and we are hoping that if things go as planned we 

will have this project, the sod turning in early 2020 for this project. 

The Senator spoke about the Moruga fishing port and since 1956 nothing 

had been happening and it is a promise. I will invite the Senator in a couple of 

months for the sod turning of the Moruga fish port [Desk thumping] because we 

are just about finalizing the tender documents, the final decision from the EMA, 

and we are hoping that in this fiscal year we will have the sod turning for the 

Moruga onshore fishing deport.  So, Sen. Haynes spoke about nothing happens in 

Moruga, nothing is happening, we just keep promising; I give the assurance that 

very soon we will be turning the sod.  The designs are completed and we are just 

finalizing now with the EMA.  Once that hurdle is crossed the Moruga fishing port 

will be started.   

Madam President, the Diego Martin interchange, as I said before, we are 

hoping that, if not by the third quarter to turn the sod in Diego Martin, it will 

definitely be happening in this calendar year.  And, as I said before, the savings 

from the Curepe interchange will build the Diego Martin interchange and we will 
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have change to start the other two interchanges, Macoya and Piarco.  That is how 

PNM runs the country.  [Desk thumping] 

Madam President, we are also doing a project in Tobago, because the 

Ministry of Works and Transport does have some jurisdictions in Tobago, where 

the Coastal Protection Unit is doing at the Magdalena Hotel, and I know the 

Minister of Trade and Industry would be happy to hear this.  [Interruption] 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. Franklin 

Khan):  Madam President, in accordance with Standing Order 14(5), I beg to 

move that the Senate continue to sit until the completion of the business at hand. 

Question put and agreed to. 

FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION) 

(FINANCIAL YEAR 2019) BILL, 2019 

Madam President:  Minister of Works and Transport. 

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan:  Thank you, Madam President.  Madam President, 

what we are doing in Tobago is a breakwater and the tenders are out for that 

project, and there was a site visit conducted on the 9th of May.  Tenders are 

supposed to be closed by the 28th of May, and within two weeks we should have 

the, again, the start of that major project for Tobago.   

Madam President, under our Coastal Protection Unit, and this is a very 

important unit in the Ministry of Works and Transport because two of our biggest 

challenges, from where we sit, are really flooding and coastal erosion.  And I can 

report on several projects being conducted at the coastal unit: the Quinam coastal 

protection work, the south Crocus Bay shoreline stabilization work, the Crocus 

Bay shoreline stabilization work, San Souci shoreline stabilization work, 
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Cap-de-Ville shoreline stabilization, Matelot, Grande Riviere; several projects in 

Matelot, and we are also doing a comprehensive national coastal monitoring 

programme which would be launched shortly.  Madam President, the onshore and 

the offshore project in Moruga is being handled by the Coastal Protection Unit, and 

I can tell you, the people of Moruga will be very happy when the final product of 

that fishing port is completed.   

Madam President, under our drainage programme the Ministry of Works and 

Transport did get approval from the Cabinet for over 300 desilting programmes.  I 

am happy to report in Phase I, 100 projects have been completed.  There are 

another 100 projects going on under the Phase II, and very soon we will start the 

last phase of that project where we have been desilting watercourses, and so, 

throughout Trinidad under this project.  We also have the short-term work 

inclusive of the construction and rehabilitation of our drainage works.  We have 60 

projects going on there.  Under the irrigation and drainage structure, that is the 

Caroni River, that project is 92 per cent completed.  The Caroni River 

rehabilitation project, Madam President, this has been a project over the last 12 

years we had been trying to start; I can finally say that this project is about to start.  

A contractor has been mobilized and the contact has been signed.  This project is a 

major project for the Caroni River and it will definitely help with the flooding 

problem along the East-West Corridor and, to some extent, south of the Caroni 

River.  This project had been very long in the making and we are about to 

commence that project.   

We have work starting in the Diana River, we have work starting in several 

rivers throughout Trinidad and Tobago: the Arima River, Diego Martin, Maraval, 

St. Ann’s, and we did get the approval for a pump and gate programme under the 
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Drainage—and again, most of the gates and pumps in Trinidad, we have been 

working on them, and I would say, over the next year or two, we should have all 

the gates and pumps in Trinidad properly well refurbished, something that has not 

been done for over 25 years. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President, under our bridges programme—and people are saying 

nothing is happening, the first phase of the bridge programme 10 bridges have 

been completed.  The second phase we did another 12 bridges, this was last year, 

eight of them have been completed.  We have just awarded a further 12 bridges, 

that is under construction, as we speak, and Cabinet has approved the design for a 

further 25 bridges which we expect to start in the next fiscal year.  These are 

critical bridges and these do not include the bridges that we will do in-house under 

the PURE, these are major bridges that we have under construction.   

So we have the Phase 2, 12 ongoing; we have about four from Phase 1, and 

Cabinet has just approved a further 25 critical bridges for us, which we should be 

starting in the next fiscal year.  So a lot of work is happening in the Ministry of 

Works and Transport.  Unfortunately, because there is no bacchanal going on, you 

do not hear much about it because, unfortunately, in this country, unless there is 

some sort of scandal associated with something, it seems like nobody is interested 

in it.  And that is unfortunate because there are a lot of staff at the Ministry of 

Works and Transport who are doing a phenomenal job in order to keep up, keep 

the infrastructure up to where it is supposed to be, especially in this trying time.  I 

have employees there who work with me seven days a week and I want to 

compliment them for actually coming out with the Minister.  [Desk thumping]  

Madam President, there are several areas that I can go into because every 

department in the Ministry of Works and Transport, I must say, is doing their part 
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to ensure that we keep up with the Government policy and the vision of Vision 

2030.   

Madam President, one of the units that I am very proud of is the PURE Unit, 

and I do not think the country understands the volume of work that the PURE Unit 

does.  The PURE Unit was responsible, I would say, for about 75 per cent of the 

infrastructure, the road infrastructure in this country over the last 15 years.  It is a 

very small unit at the Ministry but they would have saved this country billions of 

dollars.  And I can tell you, in this fiscal, 2018/2019, they started, and they saved 

this country, because prior to me taking up the office, the PURE Unit worked on a 

fixed rate where contracts were basically awarded to people without a tendering 

process.  That had been going on since the programme started because there was a 

fixed rate in place.  When I came in I asked that that be stopped because the 

amount of work was limited; the amount of contractors were significant, we 

decided to tender out the jobs.  We have saved over, in some cases, as much as 30 

per cent with the competitive tendering, and that money goes back into the 

programme to do additional work.   

This year the PURE Unit did 167 projects.  Some of these projects would be 

the Sea Lots overpass that was done by PURE; they would do landslips, they 

would do slope stabilization, road paving. And what is significant, almost all their 

projects come in on budget, below budget and within time.  So to the PURE Unit, I 

just want to congratulate them.  I know we have some challenges at the PURE Unit 

right now and I am hopeful that we can work it out, because, going forward, the 

PURE Unit—next year the PURE Unit has over 250 projects earmarked to start in 

the next fiscal year.  It is important, Madam President, that we recognize the staff 

who would have done yeoman service, not for this Government, because they have 
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been work throughout governments, and they do a fantastic job, [Desk thumping] 

and we must recognize them for that.  Madam President, that unit, you just have to 

give them the project and they will get it done for you, once you provide them with 

the funding.   

Madam President, we have the Highways Division, and I can go on for the 

whole night because we have so much of the different divisions under the Ministry 

of Works and Transport.  We have the Highways Division, and one of significant 

achievements that the Highways Division was able to do over the last year was to 

bring back the Agua Santa plant.  The Government invested millions of dollars in a 

plant that never worked.  We were able to bring that plant back up, and all the 

patching that you see happening in Trinidad—I think they gave it to me here—

3,638 tons of asphalt were produced in-house by the Ministry of Works and 

Transport staff at a significant saving.  And when I spoke about doing more with 

less, this is what we meant.  We did not have money to buy, we decided to produce 

it in-house.  We got the plant up and running, and that is one of the flagships of the 

Highways Division. 

Another thing I am very proud of them, the barriers on the Solomon Hochoy 

Highway; we have spent more than 20—probably about $25 million in repairs on 

those barriers.  There was no way we could have afforded that going forward.  The 

Highways Division put a team together and now we are doing it in-house. We are 

renting the equipment and trying to—unfortunately, when you touch the barrier a 

significant portion falls, so it is difficult to keep up with the repairs, but we have a 

team now in-house, developed by the Highways Division, again, saving the 

taxpayers millions of dollars in trying to keep up with the barriers on the highway.   

Madam President, another area that, again, I just want to single out is the 
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URP. 

Madam President:  Minister, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan:  I have five more minutes, thank you, Madam 

President. Madam President, a department that nobody wants to hear about, URP, 

and I too as Minister thought I would stay very far from that because when you 

talk about URP the perception is, it is bacchanal and old talk.  I am very proud that 

with the minimal budget that we got, URP moved down by hundreds of millions of 

dollars that they received in the past.  The budget is significantly smaller.  URP 

gave out contracts in the past to big contractors, URP was supposed to be for the 

small man, the unemployed; millions of dollars went out in contracts, between 

2010 and 2015, to big contractors.  We have stopped that and we are doing 

contracts now in-house using URP labour.  Last year we did about 150 projects.  

So far we have done 75 projects in-house and we are doing another 75 before the 

financial year is completed.   

We are doing that, we have hired over 7,000 people, and with the little 

budget that URP has, URP is finally getting work done.  [Desk thumping].  So, 

again, I want to single out URP and congratulate them on breaking that image of 

the URP, and I can drive around and see work, pavements and so being done, not 

by contractors with URP money, but by URP workers working on a daily basis. 

That is what URP was for.  It was not to give the big contractors millions of dollars 

in contracts.  That is what happened, and I can tell you, today I have bills piled up 

with lawsuits from contractors for payment, up to now you cannot find the project, 

but we will deal with that in the appropriate place. 

Madam President, I know my time is running out and I do not have time to 

get into all the different areas, the traffic wardens and everybody, but I just want to 
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give the country the assurance that the Ministry of Works and Transport is doing 

what it has to do, doing more with less, and the population can be assured that 

whatever money comes to the Ministry of Works and Transport they will definitely 

be getting value for money.  I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Sen. Obika.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Taharqa Obika:  Thank you very much, Madam President, as I rise to 

contribute to the supplementation of the appropriation for fiscal year 2019, I am 

proud of myself that I endured 40 minutes of defending by the Minister of Works 

and Transport.  I endured and it is a testament to a constitution that I guess I really 

have.  The Minister has tested my constitution.  [Crosstalk] 

Madam President, the issue we have here is we have a Government that is 

facing their judgment day in a few months’ time, and as they arrive and they are 

pulling up to the gates waiting for their judgment, instead of accounting for what 

they have done, they are still begging for more time and giving an account for what 

the past Government has gone.  [Desk thumping]  So we know how that story will 

go, the judgment will be unkind to this PNM Government and they would be sent 

packing.  No entry into the gates for you, just as you closed the GATE on students 

in accounting, as accountancy is offered, not at the University of the West Indies, 

in any meaningful manner, because there is no longer a Master’s at the university, 

but in private institutions doing ACCA—as you have closed the GATE on 

students, notwithstanding the allocation for education in this document here, you 

have closed the GATE on students in hospitality and tourism; as you have closed 

the GATE on students studying law.   

So, just as you have closed the gate on our first-time voters, they will close the gate 

on you on your day of judgment.  [Desk thumping]  Now, the budget has some 
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highlights, this mid-year review has some highlights; housing bonds, those things 

in the pipeline so long you have to check for “wabeen”—in the pipeline so long.  

The first Minister of Housing spoke of—he said he refused the UNC’s talk of a 

home-owning democracy.  He said we have a “roof over your head democracy”, 

but I think clarity was given by the Leader of the Government Bench in the Senate, 

Minister the hon. Franklin Khan, when he said that what they have is a “fix yuh 

front step policy”.  It almost sounded like a country insult “fix yuh face”, but I 

would not go there. 

Now, the reality is this, the housing bonds is another promise that will fail.  

The impact on mismanagement of the economy is another issue, and I want to turn 

to something the Ministry of Trade and Industry said; the Minister of Trade and 

Industry spoke of 48 per cent complete park in Moruga, but this PNM 

Government, Madam President, benefited from a 100 per cent e-TecK park 

completed in Point Fortin; today, not even a brick is laid there.  [Desk thumping]  

The only thing growing is “donkey grass”, adding the colloquial expression.   

So, the park is complete but there is no employment in the park.  The 

Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries does not understand that a park on its 

own is not the end, the end is for persons to get employment in the park; buildings 

must be erected in the park.  It is not the park that is completed, it is the jobs that 

we want completed.  So the people of Moruga have to look forward to exactly 

what the people of Point Fortin are enjoying today, grass to grow.  In case they 

have some goats they want, they can send them there and they can get some—they 

cut the grass and give the goats some sustenance.  But apart from that, jobs, no, 

forget that, just as the people of Point Fortin.  And I am very familiar with Moruga, 

I went down there and I bought some yam the other day.  The people in Moruga, 
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really, they are ready.  They are ready to get rid of the PNM. 

Now, the budget methodology, and before I get into the budget 

methodology, Madam President, I want to deal with some falsehoods that had been 

placed on the record, and I do not blame the hon. Minister of Public Utilities for 

doing that, after all, he is under water. 

Madam President:  Sen. Obika, please restate.  Right?  Please restate what you 

just said.  Okay? 

Sen. T. Obika:  I thank you, Madam President.  I wish to correct the record that, 

based on the statements that were made by the Minister of Public Utilities—the 

Minister stated a figure about 15 per cent in terms of borrowing expenses in 2014, 

and I am not sure if the Minister, despite his claim to be in the realm of Finance 

still—I know he was in banking, but politics, you know, two years in politics is a 

long time—I am not sure if the Minister is familiar with the Review of the 

Economy 2018, you know, and on page 99 of that, Appendix 20, there is a table 

titled, Central Government Fiscal Operations, and it has financing requirements 

and the total expenditure.  And in this book, there is no 15 per cent in 2014 or 2015 

in terms of borrowing over expenditure.  In fact, in fiscal year 2014 the borrowing 

was only 7.07 per cent of total expenditure.  In 2015, despite facing lower revenue, 

the financing was only 4.5 per cent.   

And so the borrowing was less than 5 per cent in 2015, fiscal year; that is an 

election year, Madam President. In an election year, the UNC-led Government 

borrowed less than 5 per cent of its expenditure; that should be commended.  

8.00 p.m. 

Look at what we see in 2016, in this PNM regime's first year, 15.06 per cent 

of the expenditure was financed by borrowing. In the second year, 2017 fiscal, 27.2 
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per cent, $13.5 billion, 27.2 per cent; and the Minister of Public Utilities was 

talking about 15 per cent, which in fact is incorrect.  

And the third thing, in 2018, based on the information in this document, that 

the Minister of Finance was so kind to furnish us with, in October, the borrowing 

requirements was 12.8 per cent. Now, if you add the National Investment Fund, 

which is borrowing, you know, you might be able hide it under profits from state 

enterprises, but in the world of finance a bond is debt, despite the efforts of the 

then Minister of Communications, when one economist, Mala Dookeran, had to 

school him on the concept of leverage and debt being the same. So when you add 

the NIF borrowing of $4 billion, total financing that this Government engaged for 

fiscal 2017, is 21 per cent, the last fiscal year. So, I am not going to accept the 

submission by the Minister of Public Utilities, it is totally incorrect, totally 

incorrect.  

And there are some other issues I want to address, you know, because there 

is an issue where the Minister indicated that they have eight months of import 

cover.  But the Minister in the Ministry of Finance said nine months, so who is 

correct?  Who are we to believe? Madam President, are we to believe the Minister 

of Public Utilities, or are we to believe the Minister in the Ministry of Finance?  

One thing I am sure, it is not nine months import cover that we have, I am very 

sure of that, so I think the Minister needs to correct that in winding up, do not add 

an extra month. Those are not mistakes you are allowed to make in the position 

that you hold.  

Now, and there is another issue—you know, Madam President, you know 

what is one thing that I remember from the Minister of Public Utilities, he said that 

facts are stubborn things and if we turn to the Annual Economic Survey of the 
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Central Bank 2018, which was published this year in 2019 and we turn to page 27 

and we go to the penultimate paragraph, there is something there that conflicts 

what was put on the record by the Minister of Public Utilities.  

The Minister of Public Utilities stated that increased lending is a good sign 

that business is doing well. In fact, the Minister of Finance in another place also 

made such an assertion, but when you turn to the penultimate paragraph, the 

second to last paragraph on page 27 of the Central Bank Annual Economic Survey 

for 2018, it states and I quote:  

“Consumer credit extended by banks and non-banks rose in 2018”—

sounds good, sounds consistent with them so far—“but much of the new 

credit was for debt consolidation and refinancing.” 

And it goes on: 

“Lending for debt consolidation and refinancing grew by 18.4 per cent 

and 11.4 per cent respectively; the buoyancy in these categories suggests 

that some consumers might increasingly be seeking relief from debt stress 

because of personal financial challenges.”  

So really and truly this increased lending is on account of the suffering of 

business, of citizens, in this country and the Government. The PNM is coming, 

Madam President, to tell us that it is because business is doing better. When in fact 

the Central Bank is saying, on page 27 of the Annual Economic Survey, that 

businesses are suffering. So they are coming to consolidate their debts.  Now, 

Madam President, what I am saying here cannot be refuted in any form or fashion, 

so I am sure the Minister in the Ministry of Finance will agree with me, when the 

winding up begins, you know. Madam President, so those are two falsehoods I 

want to correct. 
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Another point I want to correct which basically pulls the rug from under this 

Government in terms of their whole assertion that things are looking well in the 

economy, all right, is—if you look on the Central Bank website, all right, and you 

look at the percentage changes in real economic activity, year on year—at the end 

of the first quarter, 3 per cent, that is a growth from the previous year; second 

quarter, 3 per cent; but the third quarter, a decline of 1.9 per cent. So—and there is 

no information, no data for as at today, on Central Bank’s website for the end of 

2018, the fourth quarter, so maybe CSO would have done an estimation.  So let me 

now go to the same document, Madam President, that the Minister of Trade and 

industry was so kind to reference, in contributing to this debate. And the Minister 

of Trade and Industry—I am really—it grieves me, Madam President, that I have 

to spend much of my contribution correcting the record, you know. But the 

document is titled “Indisputable Recovery”, but I am sure the hon. Minister of 

Trade and Industry is well schooled in the language, that is the English language 

and “Indisputable Recovery” is in inverted commas and when you see something 

in inverted commas, it suggests that it may be a quotation. So that Ernst & Young 

is not taking ownership of that term “Indisputable Recovery”.  

Now, when you go into the document, Madam President, you see why. 

Under the heading Macro Economic Review and this is “Indisputable Recovery”, 

in inverted commas, Trinidad and Tobago Mid-Year Budget Review. They were 

actually quoting the Minister of Finance and when you go in they are saying this, 

the IMF estimates that the Trinidad and Tobago economy recorded 0.3 per cent in 

2018, which is basically flat, stagnant.  

In the mid-year review, the Minister of Finance quoted a 1.9 per cent growth 

from the Central Statistical Office for 2018 and it continues. This discrepancy is 
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not readily explained—what they are saying, this is madness. So I want to help us 

understand the discrepancy and I will go to the Central Bank 2018 Annual 

Economic Survey. And, Madam President, the Central Bank in their Annual 

Economic Survey, so you see how all the documents are laying waste to the 

Government's assertion of any growth. The Central Bank Annual Economic 

Survey, on page 7, they created an entire box to explain why they want to have 

nothing to do with the data purported to the official statistics, from the Central 

Statistical Office; this is unprecedented, Madam President, this is unprecedented. 

The Central Bank is stating and I quote:  

“Difference of”—Quarterly Index of Real Economic Activity—

“QIEA from CSO’s GDP measure. The primary difference between the 

Bank’s Index of Economic Activity and GDP compiled by the CSO is as 

follows: while the bank produces an Index based on indicators of economic 

activity, the CSO produces detailed data on both nominal and real GDP 

measures on an annual basis, using real GDP measures, using the value 

added method…Another difference is that the Index of Economic Activity 

does not cover all sub-industries measured by the CSO. For example, within 

the Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, and All Other Business…sector…” 

—and they say that: 

“Differences also surround CSOs rebasing of its GDP to a 2012 base 

year and change in classification structure…”  

A change in classification structure from the Trinidad and Tobago system of 

national accounts. Why is that very important? Anyone who is a student of 

economics, anyone understands that if you change your base year, it affects your 

GDP figures. Nigeria, they changed their base year, Madam President, and their 
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economy leapfrogged, it doubled overnight at the click of a button. Ghana, they 

changed their base year, their economy grew overnight at click of a button. It is 

very instructive to know this.  

The second thing that is instructive to note is that when they changed to the 

international system of classification, it makes the manufacturing sector look like 

they are performing well, because it includes petrochemical and chemical 

industries. How on earth can what goes on in Point Lisas be conceived to be 

manufacturing? Only the PNM could support that, but however, we have to deal 

with that from a statistical point of view another time. But I am with the Central 

Bank on this one; I think I am solid ground with the Central Bank on this on.  

So if we turn to page 4, so these are the statistics I really want us to take note 

of, not to say about this sector booming and that sector booming which the Central 

Bank is not in agreement with. In 2018, the non-energy sector in terms of growth, 

0.0 per cent. In 2018, the agriculture and forestry and fishing, negative 15.6 per 

cent, declined. In trade and repairs, negative 1.2 per cent, declined, the 

construction sector, negative 3.3 per cent, declined, in financial and insurance 

activities, well you know there was an increase, well that is banking and insurance, 

all right, that is not the small man. Whilst I myself am a banker I am not saying 

anything that is against banking, I am just saying that is the only sector that has 

improved, except the energy sector, well then you have problems. And even when 

the energy sector has improved, Madam President, even where the energy sector 

has improved, you see, the improvements are as a direct result of policies under the 

UNC-led Government, 2010 to 2015, with Juniper, Angelin, et cetera.  And I see 

the Government is coming out with all a gusto against BP, you know, I see that 

Madam President.  
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But would you know that BP is responsible for over 50 per cent of the 

production of natural gas of Trinidad and Tobago. Information from the goodly 

Minister of Energy and Energy Industries’ website indicates that for January and 

February of this year. Even when the increase—it increased from 3.4 to 3.8, 3.9 per 

cent—3.9 billion standard cubic feet of gas—BP was the main contributor to that 

increase. And LNG is responsible for over 50 per cent of the utilization, what does 

that mean? Why is that relevant to this debate? It is relevant to this debate because 

without those moneys, we would be having a much bigger supplementation for the 

budget.  

And therefore, how you treat with BP must not be in the same way you 

treated with the American Ambassador—rough-housing only to go back and put 

your tail between your legs. No, it must be a strategic and a very deliberate way 

within which you deal with international companies.  

8.15 p.m. 

Now, and it must be where you protect the interests of the people and the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, and that cannot be done with callous accusations 

and references to persons’ resumes without focusing on the end goal.  So, Madam 

President, may I ask at what time do I end? 

Madam President:  8.33. 

Sen. T. Obika: 8.33.  Okay.  So I have about 20 minutes again.  

Hon. Senator:  Torture.   

Sen. T. Obika:  So, I am only just beginning my contribution actually. [Desk 

thumping] I had to take half of my contribution just to correct the record, and that 

is the part that has me grieving— 

Sen. S. Hosein:  You have to fire them, you have to fire them.   
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Sen. T. Obika:—and I could not even get to the sea bridge, but I know Sen. 

Hosein is coming up after, so he will deal with that, with the inconsistencies from 

the truth there.  

Now, Madam President, this whole approach to a budget by this PNM 

regime has to do with suppression of spending.  I listened to Sen. Amrita 

Deonarine and she was mentioning that we should be cautious about entering in 

terms of expansion of the fiscal policy, but I want lay the concerns of Sen. 

Deonarine to rest.  Nothing about expansion is going to be engaged by this current 

PNM regime; nothing with the word “expansion”, only contraction. The economy: 

contraction; you understand?  Food cards—so people contraction despite the 

allocation for social development and family services. GATE programme: 

contraction.  So nothing good will be increased; you understand?  So the only thing 

that is increasing is crime. 

So, Madam President, suppression of spending.  The Minister of Finance—

[Interruption] yeah, AV Drilling is white collar crime, $100 million. The 

suppression of spending, Madam President.  The Minister of Finance and the 

Minister in Ministry of Finance spoke of a projected deficit of an excess of $5 

billion, but there is only $1.1 billion deficit, but on a cash basis.  

Now, the average listener will think, well, the deficit is only $1.1 billion, but 

when you say “on a cash basis”, what does that mean?  Because expenditure in 

national income accounting occurs on an accrual basis.   

So, for example, they may be owing you your back pay and they do not pay 

that, so they are saying, okay, they cut down the deficit in the first six months on a 

cash basis, but that is because they robbed you of your back pay.  So this 

Government is engaging in some real—I cannot even use the word—but some 
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behaviour that is against the benefit of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk 

thumping]  Because they are not paying back pay, they are not paying travelling, 

not filling posts that are required to be filled in the name of— 

Madam President:  Sen. Obika, can I ask you, please, to lower your voice. You 

are raising your voice probably unintentionally, but it is a little, you know, too high 

at this stage. 

Sen. T. Obika:  Thank you, Madam President.  I know soon we will going to the 

Red House, so I will— 

Sen. Haynes:  “Dais another promise, doh worry.”   

Sen. S. Hosein:  The passion.   

Sen. T. Obika:—after the election in 2020.  I will try to contain my volume, I 

have been told that I am a quiet speaker [Laughter] at times, so I will try. So that is 

an issue that we face here.  They are suppressing spending and then claiming that 

they have engaged in savings when really and truly, what they are doing is just 

storing up trouble for later.   

Now, even on contracts where they claim to have saved, what they have 

done is reduce the scope.  Look at the car park that is supposed to be a facility in 

Maracas breach.  They have turned Maracas beach to Maracas nightmare, it is no 

longer the place that persons wish to go, but the vendors have already taken them 

to task on that so I need not add my voice to it. 

Now, Madam President, there is an issue regarding Head 39 of this Bill, and 

in 39 it has to do with the Ministry of Public Utilities.  I am not sure if the 

Minister—I find the Minster only gave two minutes to water, so he did not deal 

with the substantive Head and the purpose for which his Ministry features in the 

Bill.  But I am sure 120 farmers in the Aranguez south and north area will not 
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mind.  The 120 farmers in Aranguez south and north and the thousands of farmers 

across the length and breadth of the country who are denied access to water, and 

who draw water from wells, from rivers, from springs and from ponds and lakes 

will now have to spend the nights in their homes in fear that the police will be 

coming to lock them up for feeding the nation. [Desk thumping] Can you imagine 

that?  This Minister of Public Utilities in an open spat with the farmers.  The 

farmers are taking him to court, he is trying to take them to jail, and they are 

accused of doing, not of throwing a water colours fete, you know; not of watering 

down their Porsche Cayennes and their Ford Mustangs, you know; not of watering 

their lawns or their big mansions, but of feeding the nation.   

When a country, a regime can stoop so low to lock up people for simply 

feeding the nation, we have gone too far. 

Madam President:  Sen. Obika, I have to caution you on what you are saying.  I 

will ask you, please, to rephrase what you have just said.  Okay?  You are going 

along a path that is infringing the Standing Orders. 

Sen. T. Obika:  Thank you, Madam President.  It is a dark day when farmers who 

are in the business of feeding the nation cannot do so because they can be sent to 

jail for watering their crops; that is a dark day.  So the Minister is using a sledge 

hammer to kill a fly.  All that was required was to call in the farmers— 

Sen. Haynes:  Conversation. 

Hon. Senator:  Exactly. 

Sen. T. Obika:—as human being, [Crosstalk] and have a conversation and speak 

to their line Minister and the agricultural extension officers who would have 

known for decades that that is where the water comes from.  

Sen. S. Hosein:  It had a water fight in the PNM.  That is a water fight.   
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Sen. T. Obika:  Madam President, do you know that if you have a house in an area 

and you were not connected to WASA as yet but you were living there for 10 years 

maybe, WASA’s job is to provide you with a bill when you finally get connection, 

because even the water that falls from the sky must be regulated by WASA; but 

they would not come and lock you up first for drinking water and feeding your 

child and taking a bath.  No.  They would send you a bill.  Before they send you a 

bill, they would explain to you the process; however, the people are feeding the 

nation and they have to run from police.  You know, in some other places they will 

say those are acts of despotism, but we are not in those places.   

So, I want to move on to another point, and this has to do with another Head 

on the Bill, this is Head 20, Pensions and Gratuities.  And Pensions and Gratuities 

are tied into the whole concept of suppression of spending, because, Madam 

President, the Minister of Finance publicly stated that the reason for this, they 

having to come to pay this $18 million, is that there are discrepancies, you know, 

timing of cash flow and timing of knowing who has to get paid their gratuities and 

pensions at what time and so on; it is timing issues, you know, something simple.  

But do you know that there are large numbers of persons who are being denied 

their gratuity even though the calculation has been completed, and all matters are 

at its final destination?  

So, Madam President, I want to submit that this presentation here, what it is 

silent on amounts to an attack on business.  Despite the crumbs that are thrown at 

businesses in terms of a tax amnesty for three months, you know, the State 

continues to be anti-business, and what does being anti-business mean?  It is 

businesses that create jobs.  If you are anti-business, you are an anti-worker, if you 

are anti-worker, you are anti-citizen, so you have to be careful when we are anti-
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business; not big business, you know, anti-business in general.  And, why I say 

that—   

Sen. Khan:  Big business pays big jobs.  

Sen. T. Obika:  This Government is riding the balance sheets, they are riding the 

books of the businesses by not paying them moneys due to them. VAT refunds, all 

we heard from this regime is that they are going to be making attempts, as if 

attempts are any solace to a businessman, to handle VAT refunds.  But let us ask 

the question:  Why would a tax amnesty be necessary?  If you are a businessman 

and based on your income for the year you are required to pay $100,000 in 

corporation tax because your profit after tax, let us say, was $300,000-plus.  So if 

you are required to pay $100,000 in corporation tax, but the Government is owing 

you about $100,000 in VAT from a prior year, what a logical businessman would 

be advised to do, is to collect the VAT refunds that the Government owes him for a 

prior year, not for this year, and then use that cash inflow to pay the outflow of the 

taxes that he is due and then he will go and file his taxes.  But when you withhold 

VAT refunds for years from businesses, when you do that, you are creating a cycle 

where businesses find it difficult to even go and file their tax returns in the first 

place, and when they file, find the money to pay what they are required to pay by 

law.   

You increase the business levy threefold, you increase the Green Fund 

threefold, you increase the corporation tax from 25 per cent to 30 per cent, and up 

to 35 per cent for banks, and this increase for banks only squeezes businesses 

further and the small man, because you have seen an increase in non-interest 

charges in the banking sector.  And then, of course, placing VAT on over 7,000 

basic food items means that you are anti-poor, it is like you want to create a cycle 
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of poverty.  

So, I have dealt with the Central Bank Economic Survey.  All right?  And a 

curious thing I want to just comment on, but not in detail, is the removal of the 

secondary reserve requirement which has to do with liquidity management in the 

system.  And I have a suspicion, I am a conspiracy theorist at times, but I have a 

suspicion, Madam President, that that has to do with the Government playing too 

heavily in the local banking sector, borrowing too heavily in the local banking 

sector, crowding out investment, and therefore, the Central Bank having no choice 

but to remove this secondary reserve requirement; but that is just me as a 

conspiracy theorist, because I have not gotten to the bottom of that, but when I do, 

I will return probably with a matter on the Motion for the adjournment; so, I want 

to deal with oil prices and financing government spending. 

Madam President:  Sen. Obika, you have five more minutes. 

Sen. T. Obika:  Thank you very much, Madam President.  So financing 

government spending—on oil prices, let us hope that the Government does not 

come, again, to say anything about $1billion was the taxes alone from oil 

companies, when we know that the revenue the Government receives from the oil 

companies goes beyond that.  Because in 2016 fiscal year they got $8.3 billion; 

2016/2017, $9.1 billion; 2018, $12 billion, so do not come and say $1 billion it 

dropped to from $19 billion, it dropped from 19 to 8, so it was not as drastic as 

they want us to believe.   

And in terms of financing government spending, based on the Central 

Bank’s Annual Economic Survey, for the four years that this PNM Government 

has been in office, they have borrowed a grand total of 30—or it will be required to 

borrow $30.9 billion, they have borrowed $30.9 billion.  From 2010—2015, the 
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borrowing was $15.358 billion, so they have doubled on borrowing.  All right?  

And if you include the $4 billion from the NIF, they have more than doubled, it 

will go to 34/$35 billion, $34.9 billion.   

So, I have dealt with lending to businesses, I have dealt with Minister West’s 

presentation, and I want to talk about Caribbean Airlines and profitability.  

Caribbean Airlines did not return to any profitability.  What Caribbean Airlines has 

is operating profit.  Operating profit is not profit just before tax, you still have to 

take out interest charges.  So what are the interest charges on the loans that they are 

paying, how many dividends have they paid to the State.  Until you have that 

figure, and the dividends must not be before interest charges, then that is not a pure 

dividend, that means, who is paying the loans? Someone must pay the loans first 

before you can pay a dividend.  So this falsehood that Caribbean Airlines has 

returned to profitability, let us not have that, let us not bring that to the public 

domain at all.   

And I want to say this, Madam President, that WASA, the Water and 

Sewerage Authority is now being treated as a PNM party group, because you are 

being told by councillors that persons in their area have sent their applications to 

WASA for jobs, and WASA is telling them that they must go to the MPs’ offices, 

in particularly in Moruga, that is what they are doing, and this must be 

investigated.  We will get back to that later, the PNM is using WASA as a party 

group.   

And I just want to just end on the game changers, the failed game changers, 

Dragon gas deal; dead.  In August 2018 in an article, Minister Stuart Young was 

quoted as saying that it will start soon, everything will start tomorrow.  We will 

finalize—what he said here:  
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“…the Dragon gas field is expected to be finalised tomorrow.”   

Okay.  That is 2018, and once they got it tomorrow, that that was last year, we will 

get gas by 2021.  So it is not tomorrow, again, so the gas will never come before 

they lose office, and the deal is dead, so let us not waste time talking about the 

dead. 

In terms of Petrotrin’s restructuring, what they have restructured is people 

and people’s destinies, for the worse.  Sandals, is a failure; the inter-island sea 

bridge, a failure; National Investment Fund commanding their executives in NIB to 

buy shares, another failure; the dry dock facilities in La Brea will never happen 

before this Government leaves office.   

So the last, the point I want to close on is, there is no recovery in this 

economy, there is no recovery.  What people want is a recovery of their jobs.  For 

the GATE programme, they want recovery; for CEDAP medicine and hospital 

access, they want recovery; from AV Drilling, the $100 million that was stolen, 

they want recovery.  Okay?  And they know that this PNM regime will never give 

them that, not under Dr. Keith Rowley.  So what they want, Madam President, is a 

recovery of their vote, and with their recovery of their vote, they will vote this 

PNM Government out of office and enter a new day for the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

Madam President:  Sen. Dillon-Remy. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. Maria Dillon-Remy:  Madam President, I am delighted to be able to 

contribute to this debate on: 

“An Act to supplement the appropriation of the sum the issue of which was 

authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act No. 

16 of 2018)”   
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I must commend our previous speakers who have gone before, especially Sen. 

Deonarine who I thought put a balance that, I think, was very noteworthy to the 

debate. 

I am pleased to hear from the Minister in the Ministry of Finance that there 

is a turnaround in the economy.  Minister, I choose to believe the figures however, 

I am very cautious as to what to expect from the seeming turnaround of the 

economy.   

As a nation, we have not been prudent in the past in spending on priorities.  

It is my view that we have wasted a lot on things that were not necessarily priority, 

and I must say that as a people generally, and I am not talking here about whether 

it is political parties, but as a people we have sought to, instead of when we had 

problems in the past, because we had money, what we did was to throw money 

behind the problem rather than seek to figure out what exactly were the issues, and 

put solutions in place that were long lasting; “Oh, we have money, just throw it 

behind”. And as a result, a lot of money has been spent, and I am not pleased to say 

that we have spent a lot of money as a nation without getting the returns that we 

should have been getting.  There are countries with far less resources than we have 

who can look at their infrastructure, their health care, education, et cetera, doing far 

better than we have done over these years, and I think that is our problem as a 

nation.   

So, I am appealing to all of us as a nation that we should make every effort 

to build an economy that is robust, to work hard, use creativity and spend money 

on priorities and cut out waste.   

So even this additional funding is going to be passed so that the Government 

will have additional money to spend, but I am pleading with us to make sure that 
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the money is spent appropriately on priorities, and that as a nation we cut out our 

waste.   

I would like to turn my attention to some of the areas that concern Tobago.  

The Minister said that funds were provided under the Development Programme of 

the Ministry of Works and Transport for the construction of the ANR Robinson 

International Airport.  The Government i.e. the Ministry of Finance entered into a 

contract with NIDCO for the sum of $20,187,071 for the provision of procurement, 

project and contract management services in respect to the construction of the new 

terminal and the associated works at the ANR Robinson International Airport at 

Crown Point in Tobago. 

Madam President, all of Tobago, and Trinidad and Tobago by extension, we 

want to see the infrastructural development of the airport.  Actually it has been 

bandied about now for several years, that extension, so we are wanting to see that 

expansion happens.  We know that it is tied to the development of the tourism 

product in Tobago however, as you have seen in the papers there are some issues 

with respect to the land acquisition in the area.   

NIDCO has been given the mandate for compulsory land acquisition and 

that has resulted in some concern and in people demonstrating, et cetera, in 

Tobago.  I note the headline article of the Newsday of 27 August, 2018, and it says:  

“PM: THA premature on land acquisition for airport terminal”  

I quote:   

“Acquisition of lands for the construction of the new airport terminal in 

Crown Point will be done in a civilised, sensible and professional way, 

Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley, said last Thursday at ‘Conversations with 

the Prime Minister’ held at the Scarborough Library.” 
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Madam President, it is now nine months later and land acquisition for the project is 

clearly not happening in a civilized, sensible and in a professional way; people are 

confused.   

We know that the Fifth Schedule of the Tobago House of Assembly Act 

gives the responsibility for state lands to the Tobago House of Assembly, 

therefore, it is in my view that the matter of relocating persons from Crown Point 

should be squarely in the lap of the THA, and I look forward to that matter being 

resolved.  

We have in a joint select committee now under the Joint Select Committee 

for the Tobago Self-Government Bill, and that Bill seeks to give internal 

self-government for Tobago.  In other words, we are seeking to give more 

autonomy to Tobago for issues that concern Tobago.  This is a matter that is 

already the responsibility of the Tobago House of Assembly, i.e. land matters, and 

it is my understanding that it is the responsibility of the Tobago House of 

Assembly to ensure that all that is necessary is done with this land matter.  I am not 

sure exactly why that has not yet been done. 

Madam President, there is another matter concerning ownership on land in 

Tobago, and it has been long recognized that there are problems.  Again, I will 

refer to an article this time in the Trinidad Guardian dated Sunday, November 25th, 

and it is entitled, “An end to land title nightmare in Tobago”.  I quote from the 

article:  

“Tobagonians suffering from land title issues say they are hopeful for some 

resolution as six pieces of revised legislation recently passed in Parliament 

and assented to by President Paula-Mae Weekes comes into force.   

Landowners anticipate that the amended laws will help them resolve the 
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100-year-old land ownership issues that date back to the end of slavery.”   

The article goes onto say:  

“It’s a tale the government hopes to bring to an end as its recently amended 

pieces of legislation which will clearly identify the routes of land titles, 

Minister of Planning and Development Camille Robinson-Regis said at a 

post-Cabinet media briefing at the Magdalena Grand Resort in Tobago on 

November 16.   

The minister listed the laws:…the Valuation of Land Amendment Act, 2018; 

the Property Tax Amendment Act, 2018; the Registration of Titles to Land 

Amendment Act, 2018; the State Suites Limitation Act, 2018; the Land 

Tribunal Amendment Act, 2018 and the Land Adjudication Amendment Act 

2018.” 

Madam President:  Sen. Dillon-Remy— 

Sen. Dr. M. Dillon-Remy:  Yes.  

Madam President:—could you just take your seat for a minute?  Thank you.  

Could you just repeat the date?  I do not think you gave the year.  I think you did 

not give the full date.  Could you just repeat the date?  State the date of the article 

that you are reading from?  

Sen. Dr. M. Dillon-Remy:  The date of the article is Sunday, November 25, 2018.   

Madam President:  Thank you.   

Sen. Dr. M. Dillon-Remy:  Thank you.  Madam President, can I be so hopeful as 

to predict that the project in Crown Point area, i.e. the expansion of the hotel and 

the necessary acquisition of land that is needed will be used as a pilot for the rest of 

Tobago as to how the issues with land, the vexing problems of the land issues, with 

title, et cetera, will be dealt with?  In other words, there is an urgency to the land 
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acquisition for the development of the airport.  There are people on the land and 

they have been there for years, these people cannot just be thrown out on the 

streets, and therefore, a solution has to be found. 

It is my hope that together, the Minister of Planning and Development, the 

Prime Minister, the Chief Secretary, and all the necessary persons involved will 

speedily find a solution to this matter as it concerns land development.  We 

hopefully will turn this seeming crisis as an opportunity to solve a problem that has 

been there for a long while. 

Madam President, I will like to turn my attention next to the leased fast ferry 

that we are about to receive.  The Minister said in the presentation that there will 

be a charter of a passenger ferry, and the Ministry of Works and Transport was 

seeking another $73 million, and that is supposed to go to NIDCO to meet the cost 

associated with the charter hire of this high-speed passenger vessel for the 

inter-island ferry service.   

Again, we are looking forward to this service to be provided, and we are 

hoping that with this new ferry we will get a service that is far superior, well, let 

me say superior to what happened when we had the T&T Spirit and the T&T 

Express working together.  The Galleons Passage acquisition has not given, 

because as far as I am concerned, people are not, let us say, people are not 

confident that the service is as good as [Desk thumping] and as a result they are not 

using the service as much as they used to be.   

In other words, they may have had many more people coming to Tobago for 

Easter and for jazz if we had another service provided. So, we are hoping that this 

is going to bring better service than we have right now, but I would like to ask the 

Minister one question.  My understanding is that in order for this vessel to dock at 
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the port, there needs to be some work done; dredging at the port.  Has that work 

been done as yet?  If this boat is supposed to be coming soon, and my 

understanding is that “soon” is—well, we are now already in the middle of May, in 

June, dredging of the port is not something that is done overnight.  Can the 

Minister indicate whether that matter has already been done?  And if so, the $73 

million that is being for asked, will more money be needed for that?  I am just 

asking a question, because in order for the ferry to be available to hit the ground 

and running, that has to be done before that.  

8.45 p.m.  

Madam President, the other area I would like to draw our attention to is the 

Minister of Finance said that he was going to allow the THA to be able to borrow 

locally, and two concerns I have here: Sen. Mark already talked about the issue of 

accountability and transparency, et cetera in that borrowing process, and I do agree 

with him, because that is the way we should be operating anyway as Government 

or as people of integrity.  However, the other area that I would like to ask the 

Minister is to ensure that whatever the process that is going to be put in place, 

please make it in addition to having the accountability, et cetera in, please do not 

make it so cumbersome that it is going to be very difficult for the projects to be 

executed.  There are many projects that need to happen in Tobago for Tobago’s 

development. 

And I was happy to hear Minister Sinanan talk—the Minister of Works and 

Transport talked about the issues related to coastal erosion, because that is a big 

problem for us.  We have projects like the rebuilding of the Scarborough 

Secondary School, a school that where the erosion of the land is affecting the 

school significantly.  There are issues related to the—there are many issues related 
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to school and that school needs to be relocated.  So that it is welcome that we are 

going to be able to borrow money.  The THA is going to be able to borrow money 

locally. 

There was an article in the Guardian on Monday, May the 13th, where 

economist Mr. Vanus James was questioning the strategy behind the kinds of 

projects that were proposed for financing, and I would just like to flag that.  The 

questions were asked by Vanus James in Trinidad Guardian Monday, May the 13th 

2019: 

“What is the fundamental purpose of the borrowing?  How are the parts of 

the project of the strategy for developing Tobago as a focal point for 

non-energy development?  How are these projects contributing to Tobago’s 

overall development, and are they a part of the country’s 2030 Vision?” 

James also said:   

“Tobago has the ‘best potential to be the focal point for non-energy 

development in the country’ and”—he—“noted that ‘the projects we are 

borrowing for must make a significant contribution to that thrust.’”   

And I am just endorsing that whatever the moneys are being borrowed for 

Tobago that it should be meaningful in terms of long-term development and 

making sure that Tobago gets out of where Tobago is right now in terms of the 

stagnation in terms of the economy, and that it helps with the development.   

Madam President, I did not see a request for additional funding for the 

Tobago Regional Health Authority, and I am noting this because there has been a 

significant problem with funding within the TRHA.  My understanding is that the 

TRHA owes suppliers some $100 million and that is impacting its ability to be able 

to provide the goods and services for running the hospital efficiently.  My 
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understanding is that in some cases staff have to take money from their pockets to 

purchase stuff for patients, and we have had problems with the repairs of 

equipment.  Recently, a patient, a simple X-ray, a child went for an X-ray and the 

mother had to go to pay for that at a private institution.  We must remember that 

because it is the only hospital on the island that we cannot have things like this 

happening.   

And, Madam Minister, I do not know whether there was not a request or 

whether the request was not granted, but I know that there is a problem, and I am 

not too sure how the Tobago Regional Health Authority is going to continue to 

deliver its mandate to provide services for the people in Tobago in terms of health 

care for the end of the fiscal year.  So, I would just like to draw our attention to 

that.  I must say in terms of, when we look at, let us say you talked about health 

care as it was mentioned, usually the things that are spoken about are things like 

infrastructure development.  Not much emphasis tends to be put on the internal 

workings of the Ministries.  For instance, human resource development, making 

sure that systems are in place, making sure that we have things like preventive 

maintenance programmes for the equipment and buildings, et cetera.  Because at 

the end of the day, we end up building a set of buildings all over the place, as we 

are in Tobago going to be building a brand-new health centre at Moriah, another 

hospital apparently in Roxborough.  We are putting all these buildings down, and I 

am suggesting that we need to be spending more time and resources on the systems 

and processes that are put into place to ensure that we just do not have white 

buildings down the road, probably, I do not know.  These things end up in an 

improved service to the people of Trinidad and Tobago.   

So, I would summarize by saying that I am happy to believe that there is a 
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turnaround in the economy, but we have a far way to go as a people to ensure that 

whatever moneys we have are spent appropriately on priority items rather than 

making any more waste.   

Madam President, I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs (Sen. The Hon. Dennis Moses):  

Thank you very much, Madam President.  It is my pleasure to contribute in this 

August House to the debate on the Finance (Supplementary Appropriation) 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill. 

Madam President, the recent pronouncement by the International Monetary 

Fund on the improvement in Trinidad and Tobago’s economy is good news.  Our 

hon. Prime Minister should be commended for the choices made in navigating our 

economy through very rough waters, his wise decision to lead the country down a 

path of sacrifice and prudent fiscal management as opposed to the IMF was indeed 

and continues to be the correct one.  Our Prime Minister, Madam President, 

epitomizes the values that we cherish as a people. Corruption, mismanagement and 

moral shortcomings have now been replaced by transparency and good 

governance.  I go further in congratulating the Minister of Finance for the 

thoroughness, competence and dedication he displays in implementing, and dare I 

say, elaborating as well the policies of this PNM Government, and steering the 

country back to a path of economic growth.  I also congratulate other Members of 

the Ministry of Finance and indeed the Government who have been carrying out 

their sworn duties, have implemented the policies of the Government.   

Madam President, the naysayers that immediately disparaged as reckless, accusing 

the Government of mismanagement, have been proven to be in the wrong as the 

country is now reaping the benefits of the very policies that, without having to 
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compromise itself with stringent policies that would have been part and parcel of 

any exercise with the IMF.  The Ministry is aware—changing to a different issue 

the one affecting, concerning our neighbour Venezuela—the Ministry is aware of 

the dire situation existing in Venezuela.  We here in Trinidad and Tobago, we have 

been impacted daily by the instability as witnessed by the arrivals of thousands of 

Venezuelan refugees to our shores, and this places additional burdens onto our 

economy and of course our finances.  

Trinidad and Tobago therefore took a leadership role within Caricom group 

to encourage dialogue amongst all the parties concerned within Venezuela to 

resolve the deepening crisis.  We advocate that the only way to achieve a lasting 

sustainable solution is one that includes the main protagonists within the borders of 

Venezuela.  In this connection, the Ministry’s intervention facilitated 

Government’s participation in a number of meetings as part of the Caricom 

grouping. 

In January of this year the Sixth Special Emergency Meeting of the Heads of 

Government took place by videoconference, and out of that meeting a statement 

was issued by the Heads.  This was followed by a meeting in New York by the 

Chairman of the Caricom body—that is the Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, 

Prime Minister Dr. Eric Williams, and the Prime Minister of Barbados with other 

Heads of Government that formed that delegation.  We had meetings with the 

Secretary General of the United Nations, and other international—Heads of 

international bodies in New York.  Further, we had a special meeting of the Heads 

here on February the 1st via videoconference as well, and this consolidated the 

position of Caricom on the said issue of Venezuela.   

This was followed up by yet another meeting—and I am going through the 
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details somewhat to indicate that the importance that we attach to the issue in 

Venezuela is of such a magnitude that we have channelled quite a bit of effort in 

contributing to what is now getting to be way beyond a regional problem.  As I 

said, the meeting was followed up by yet another in Uruguay.  This time we met 

with the International Contact Group as well as another initiative that involved 

Uruguay and Mexico, trying to resolve the said problem.  The three Prime 

Ministers from the Caribbean countries, meaning St. Kitts/Nevis as the chairman, 

and Prime Minister of Barbados, as well as the Prime Minister of Trinidad and 

Tobago comprised the other members of that delegation. 

On the other side, we as a Government continue to attach great significance 

to being open and impartial in this matter, and in that regard we would have held 

talks with the contending parties within Venezuela.  We would have had talks with 

representatives of the President of the National Assembly, Mr. Guaidó over the last 

three, four months, and this was concretized by a meeting that was facilitated by 

Canada, which was held in Barbados and involved Mr. Guaidó himself via 

videoconference.  We continue to offer our good offices as a country and as a body 

Caricom to the extent that it is required by the main protagonists within Venezuela.  

Madam President, the Ministry continues to enhance its engagement with 

other countries in the region, and dare I say we continue to maintain the strong 

links between Trinidad and Tobago and our traditional partners.  We have a strong 

and abiding relationship with the United States of America, and in maintaining and 

enhancing this relationship we continue to actively engage the Embassy of the 

United States here in Port of Spain, and facilitate a number of requests for 

technical information and assistance from the different relevant line Ministries in 

our country.  A special note here, Madam President, I would like to mention, the 
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participation of myself, the Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, in a recent 

ministerial level dialogue on hurricane preparedness and disaster resilience in the 

Caribbean.  This took place last month May, April rather, at the US Southern 

Command in Miami, Florida, and I signed on behalf of Trinidad and Tobago on 

that occasion a declaration of intent designed to ensure the establishment of 

designated points of contact to participate in a disaster resilience planning group at 

each civil aviation authority and air navigation service provider.  Other outcomes, I 

would not go into details, but suffice it to say, that this follows a long record of 

deep and broad cooperative endeavours that we have been having with the United 

States.  

Madam President, the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs was 

instrumental in Trinidad and Tobago’s receipt of the Fourth Edition of Spanish 

Language training from the Government of Colombia from last year.  The training 

programme was first held in 2016 and 2017.  Since that time four iterations of the 

training targeted at diplomats and public servants were completed.  Madam 

President, a total of 55 participants completed the Fourth Edition from a number of 

line Ministries.  Clearly, Madam President, the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom 

Affairs efforts are in keeping with the Vision 2030 goal, focused on the 

development of human resources. 

Allow me to turn to the Caricom Community, Caricom that is.  Madam 

President, a key component of the work of this Ministry is the strengthening of and 

support of Caricom for the maintenance of Trinidad and Tobago’s relationship 

with its Caricom neighbours.  A strong region, strong institutions and thriving 

neighbours have a positive impact on Trinidad and Tobago.  It is with this in mind 

that we strive to conclude various arrangements with our neighbours.  A recent 



229 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. The Hon. D. Moses (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

example of the Ministry’s facilitation of such arrangements is a conclusion of a 

memorandum of understanding on the energy sector with Guyana.  This was 

signed by our Prime Minister since September of last year, and it was signed in 

Georgetown, Guyana.  The MOU seeks to promote energy and energy-related 

sectors of the economies of both countries in respect of technical assistance in the 

areas of exploration and production of hydrocarbon resources, among other 

components, exchange of information, promotion of training and capacity building, 

and so on, plans and protocols related health, safety and the environment.   

Madam President, as Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, I had the 

honour of attending in January of this year, the 43rd Meeting of the Community 

Council of Ministers of Caricom.  These are not routine encounters, but scheduled 

ones across the year that allow Trinidad and Tobago and its partners within the 

integration movement to harmonize their policies and come to common positions 

on a range of issues.  During that meeting, the last council meeting, that is in 

Guyana, a broad range of matters of importance to region were addressed including 

the community results-based management system to address implementation 

concerns, and we received updates on several matters including Carifesta, which, 

thanks to the recommendation by the hon. Prime Minister would be held in 

Trinidad in August of this year.    

The relations, other relations relative to Guyana and Venezuela post-Brexit 

negotiations among others were also discussed at this meeting.  Last December, 

Madam President, we here in Trinidad and Tobago hosted other Heads of Caricom 

that is, at the 18th Special Meeting of Conference of Heads of Governments relative 

to the Single Market and Economy, the planning and logistical management of the 

meeting and the preparation, of course, were undertaken by the Ministry of Foreign 
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and Caricom Affairs.  This was a resounding success, and it resulted in the 

resuscitation of the integration movement with commitments tabled at that meeting 

that allowed us to have a much—to be much more hopeful than in the recent past. 

Madam President, during that meeting the slow rate of the implementation 

of the CSME was noted and the mechanism for deepening integration among 

Caribbean member states by creating a single economic space, or as underlined, 

and concrete steps taken to achieve same.    

[MR. VICE-PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Mr. President, not President, Vice, Vice-President.  [Laughter]  The Ministry 

is also mandated to ensure that Trinidad and Tobago is CSME compliant within the 

stipulated deadline and in this regard, Mr. Vice-President, since September to the 

present time the unit within the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs has 

undertaken a number of development issues relating to the processing of 

applications for certificates of recognition.  We have done 360 such to date during 

the period—[Interruption] Mr. Vice-President, thank you very much.  [Desk 

thumping]   

[Mr. Vice-President stands]   

No, for the correction that is required here.  The noise level is a bit high.  

Mr. Vice-President:  Sure, continue Minister.  

Sen. The Hon. D. Moses:  As I was saying, the unit, from September last year to 

now, would have undertaken a number of initiatives within the resuscitation of the 

CSME undertaking, and if I could continue, the processing of applications for the 

right of establishment, 18 such applications were processed.  We were also 

informed of the preparation of documents for the consideration of health as it 

relates to the actual implementation of CSME.   
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Mr. Vice-President, we also have an outreach programme at the level of the 

Ministry, and staff of the Ministry would have delivered presentations to 

educational institutions across the country, inclusive of UWI, University of the 

West Indies, and Cipriani College of Labour and Cooperative Studies.  We in 

Trinidad and Tobago, the founding member of the ACS, the Association of 

Caribbean States, which was established in 1994, we are the host country, and our 

obligation to this body means that we cover the cost of accommodation of the 

secretariat in addition to paying our assessed contribution.  Recently, in Nicaragua, 

the Eighth Summit of Heads of State of the ACS took place, and I represented the 

Prime Minister at that meeting.  Member States would have discussed and finalized 

the Declaration of Managua, which is akin to a communiqué, and as well as the 

triennial ACS plan of action for the years 2019 to 2021, which would determine 

the work of the organization for the upcoming period of three years.   

Mr. Vice-President, T&T, Trinidad and Tobago’s penetration to Latin 

America and the wider Caribbean will be facilitated and enhanced significantly 

through the vehicle of participation within the fold of the ACS.  Our bilateral 

agenda, the Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs received letters of credence 

from a number of Heads of Mission, Cuba and Jamaica.  Our relationship with 

Cuba is strengthening, particularly in the area of people-to-people, cultural and 

educational exchange. 

In keeping with our official policy framework, Mr. Vice-President, the 

relationship with the UAE, United Arab Emirates, was further strengthened by the 

participation of Trinidad and Tobago through my participation and that of the 

Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts, in the first United 

Arab Emirates Caribbean Corporation Forum which was held in Dubai last year 
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November.  A major outcome of this endeavour was our confirmation, allowing 

Trinidad and Tobago to participate in the World Expo in Dubai come 2020.   

Shifting to another point:  The Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs is 

involved in receiving newly appointed ambassadors, and a number of countries 

would have presented their credentials: Japan, Lebanon, New Zealand, Thailand, 

Ghana among a host of other countries, between the period under review, meaning 

between November last year and February of this year.  The ceremony for the 

presentation, with letters of credence, provided the opportunity to review relations 

and identified areas to deepen bilateral relations. 

Mr. Vice-President, the work of the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs 

is also extended to seeking benefit from our external relationships through 

technical cooperation.  The Ministry has facilitated the receipt of training by 

nationals of T&T, and its exchange of experts through the gateway to the following 

countries, and the list goes on:  India, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore and so on.  

These opportunities provide the forum for people-to-people exchanges, which 

facilitate and enrich learning experiences, the acquisition of new skills and 

appreciation of other cultures.   

Allow me, Mr. Vice-President, to turn to one of our main countries that we 

have a significant amount of relationship, that is China; we enjoy a longstanding, 

fruitful bilateral relationship characterized by exchange of high level visits, strong 

diplomatic ties and cooperation in a number of areas such as trade cooperation, 

technical expertise, agriculture, defence, education, health care and sport.  We at 

the level of the Ministry in collaboration with other Ministries continue to deepen 

cooperation in order to achieve this country's national developmental goals. 

Mr. Vice-President, I can let you know that in the first half of 2019 the 
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Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs facilitated progress in several ongoing 

projects with China, including the Phoenix Park Industrial Estate, procurement of 

300 buses for the Public Transport Service Corporation, National Forensic Testing 

Centre and the provision of 200 motorcycles for the Trinidad and Tobago Police 

Service.  Allow me as well to mention that we prepared and facilitated the signing 

of the revised supplementary agreement concerning the provision of technical 

assistance by the International Atomic Energy Agency to the Republic of T&T, 

and this is a very important step as the signing and executing of this document is 

the first step towards operationalizing the country’s technical cooperation 

programmes.   

Mr. Vice-President, the Ministry continues to engage foreign diplomats with 

a view to express technical cooperation that would benefit our country, and with 

this in mind, we facilitate arrangements in respect of the proposal for the 

adaptation of the memorandum of understanding between the Ministry of Health 

and the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation, Technology of Austria and 

industrial cooperation of the health sector to include the turnkey construction of the 

new Sangre Grande Hospital on the 01st of May of this year.  The Ministry of 

Foreign and Caricom Affairs was able to secure the official confirmation of the 

Government of Austria of its acceptance of the proposal. 

Mr. Vice-President, with your permission I would continue.  I would not be 

much longer.  The construction and equipping of the Sangre Grande Hospital will 

have a positive impact of the residents in the Sangre Grande area with access to 

modern health facility and attendance services.  This PNM Government, Mr. 

Vice-President, is adhering to the principles espoused in its development plan 

Vision 2030, “Putting our people first and nurturing our greatest assets.”  [Desk 
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thumping]   Another important role of the Ministry is to service the needs of 

Trinidad and Tobago nationals who encounter challenges of unforeseen 

occurrences and distress in a foreign country.  In this regard, the Ministry deals on 

an ongoing basis with security, immigration and deportation issues, victims of 

human trafficking, providing general guidance and social cultural initiatives, and 

addresses linkages with training and investment sectors in T&T and 

internationally.  We were central in dealing with other stakeholders to resolve 

issues such as the recent case involving two Trinidad and Tobago minors who were 

repatriated to this jurisdiction from a refugee camp located the Syrian Arab 

Republic and reunited with their mother. 

Mr. Vice-President, we have a growing diaspora overseas and we are in the 

process of elaborating a policy, and shortly we expect that the process—we have 

been having some consultation with interested parties and we are in processes of 

the final stages and a draft policy should be completed shortly.  Mr. Vice-Chair, 

not Chair but rather President, the Ministry is also responsible for the 

administration of state protocol involving the planning and coordination of state 

and official events, and as oversight for the diplomatic and consular corps and 

matters related to the application of privileges and immunities as granted under the 

convention and diplomatic relations——the Vienna Convention and Diplomatic 

Relations and Consular Affairs.  In this regard, the Divali celebrations, the annual 

President’s dinner for Heads of Mission accredited to the Republic of T&T and the 

National Day of Remembrance parade and wreaths laying are but three examples 

that would have attracted our involvement.  

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Mr. Vice-President, allow me to go further by stating that we at the Ministry 
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in fulfilling our mandate to strengthen bilateral and regional relations for the period 

under review, we provided assistance for the diplomatic missions accredited to 

T&T, and we would have in that regard met a number of requests and satisfied the 

needs of mission as a responsible host country to the missions resident here in Port 

of Spain.  Mr. Vice-President, we also had a meeting with the diplomatic corps to 

treat with their security concerns, and this would have been a joint effort with the 

Commissioner of Police and Minister of National Security.  The Ministry 

continues to provide support to officials travelling on government business, of 

course, through the grant of the requisite diplomatic official passports and such.  

I would go quickly, Mr. Vice-President, to mention that the Ministry is 

committed to ensuring that Trinidad and Tobago fosters healthy and mutually 

beneficial relations in the multilateral arena.  The synergies and achievements 

created in this setting during the current fiscal year are geared towards several 

strategic objectives including the promotion of trade and investment, reinforcement 

of multilateral systems and the strengthening of Trinidad and Tobago’s mutual 

multilateral engagement. 

Recently, last year September, the Ministry paid a central role in 

representing the position of Trinidad and Tobago at the United Nations General 

Assembly.  I had the privilege to lead the Trinidad and Tobago delegation at that 

undertaking, that high-level discussion within the United Nations system.  A major 

achievement coming out of this meeting was the election of our permanent 

representative with the United Nations as president of the Executive Board of 

Young Women for 2019.   

This is the first time, Madam President, that a Trinidad and Tobago national 

is holding such a position.  We continue to identify suitable candidates to represent 
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Trinidad and Tobago in the international arena, and we went further by having 

another national, another female to be elected as a member of the Commission on 

the Limits of Continental Shelf and the continued membership of nationals of 

Trinidad and Tobago to the CLCS, that is the Commission on the Limits of the 

Continental Shelf, augurs well for the country as it relates to the impending 

examination of Trinidad and Tobago’s submission to extend its continental shelf 

jurisdiction beyond 200 nautical miles from the territorial base lines.   

9.15 p.m. 

The main benefit is therefore, the strengthening of the team of Trinidad and 

Tobago to extend its continental shelf beyond these 200 nautical miles, thereby 

ensuring the livelihood of generations to come. We also subsequently facilitated 

the participation of our nominee—our elected official at that body over the past 

few weeks. Madam President, the above undertakings required prudent 

management of the financial resources of the State and the Ministry will continue 

to ensure that missions are so furnished and equipped that their responsibilities can 

be effectively met. In this regard, the provision made in this Bill will go in some 

way meeting urgent and manifest needs. In conclusion, Madam President, I would 

like to thank the staff at the Ministry for the continuous diligence and hard work in 

ensuring that Trinidad and Tobago’s interests continue to be advanced in the 

international arena. Madam, I thank you.  

Madam President: Sen. Hosein.  

Sen. Saddam Hosein: Thank you very much, Madam President, for allowing me 

the opportunity to contribute to what we term the mid-year review, assessing the 

performance of the Government after appropriating a budget in 2018/2019 fiscal.  

And, Madam President, before I begin, I would just like to wish the Muslim 
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community Ramadan Mubarak. Today we have completed nine successful fasts, 

and depending on what time we are finished here, I might be starting the tenth one. 

I would also like to congratulate of course, the hon. political leader, the Leader of 

the Opposition, Kamla Persad-Bissessar, a Senior Counsel, for a sterling, for a 

comprehensive, for a po werful response to the mid-year review that was presented 

by the Minister   of Finance in the other place. I would also take the opportunity to 

welcome my senatorial colleague, Sen. Ashvani Mahabir to the Senate bench, and I 

would also like to congratulate all of my Senate colleagues who contributed to this 

debate, for their sterling, well-researched contributions. [Desk thumping]  

Madam President, when I read what is known as this Appropriation Bill, and 

I listened to the Government’s contribution, today was the perfect depiction of 

what this looked like, Madam President, like a rusty B-13 reversing around the 

Queen’s Park Savannah, and that is what this Government was doing, it was taking 

the country backward. [Desk thumping] That is the perfect, the perfect example of 

how to describe this mid-year review.  

Madam President, I tried my very best, I really did, to listen to the Minister 

of Foreign and Caricom Affairs for his contribution, and if I never believed what 

persons on Facebook have been trending and saying, “Trinidad is not a real place”, 

well today I believe it. Because I heard, Madam President, to my disbelief, that the 

Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs accompanied Prime Minister Dr. Eric 

Williams to Venezuela recently, to meet with a contingent there. Madam President, 

I was shocked to learn of that.  

Now, I also looked at the allocation that was given to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, $6 million. Well, I hoped that the Minister would have spoken about the 

vehicles in Washington and in London, the procurement of those vehicles, because 
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this is what the money is required for: to refurbish the offices in the High 

Commission in London and Washington, but I heard absolutely nothing about that. 

Madam President, I heard about Divali, I heard about a Sangre Grande hospital, 

and I heard a lot of murmuring, but nothing about what the money was allocated 

for. I was in disbelief, total disbelief. If that is PNM performance well say goodbye 

to the reins of power, say goodbye.  

Madam President, before the lead up to this debate in the other place, there 

was a lot of commentary in the media about what this mid-year review is about to 

do. It was announced that it is time to slacken the belt and put moneys in people’s 

hands. Madam President, when I looked at this Bill, I saw that moneys are going 

into specific persons’ hands, especially one of the appropriations to the Service 

Commissions, and that dealt with, Madam President—to the Personnel 

Department, $2 million, $2 million to customize and outfit No. 3 Alexandra Street, 

St. Clair.  

Madam President: Sen. Hosein. 

Sen. S. Hosein: Yes, Madam President. 

Madam President: You are the last speaker and inevitably you may be raising 

issues that have been covered by numerous other speakers. This is one of them so I 

will ask you to just—  

Sen. S. Hosein: Yes, Madam President, and I will just leave that point there that 

money is not reaching the people of Trinidad and Tobago but rather a select few. 

And you will expect after this mid-year review, and after four years of being in 

Government, that persons in this country will be able to go to the hospitals and get 

a bed; that persons will not be locked up in their houses like self-imposed jails, that 

they will go to health centres that are open and get medication; you will expect that 
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when they want to go to Tobago there is a ferry. But none of that has been done 

after billions of dollars, hundreds of billions of dollars have been spent by this 

Government. 

And you must look at the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries. He said 

that there is liquidity in Trinidad and Tobago, there is liquidity. But, I had looked 

at a video, Madam President, I am sure many persons saw that video, it was an 

interview on CNC 3, with a single mother Rhonda Manwarren, and Madam 

President, she went through and gave her concerns, she spoke of her trials, her 

tribulations, as a single parent that she had alone to manage two children, and one 

of them she said was getting a disability grant that you know—what?—was taken 

away by this Government. Those was her words. So how can you say that this is a 

budget for the people. It clearly is not, Rhonda Manwarren will beg to differ.  

The Minister of Energy again, spoke about the legacy of Kevin Ramnarine, 

and the legacy of Larry Howai, while they were Minister of Finance and Minister 

of Energy and Energy Affairs respectively, but Madam President, you know what 

the legacy of the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries is, to close down 

Petrotrin, to put 9,000 workers, [Desk thumping] 9,000 workers on the bread line. 

That is the legacy of the Minister of Energy, and the PNM under Dr. Rowley’s 

watch. That is the legacy. And then I am hearing the Minister of Public Utilities in 

his debate that thank God for the PNM we are not in the mouth of the IMF. Well, 

Madam President, it feels as though we are in the IMF with this PNM Government. 

They stifle the people, they stifle the resources. It is not trickling down to the 

people, just like there is no water in the taps of hundreds of citizens, hundreds of 

citizens, hundreds of citizens. But the Minister, he likes to talk about 2010 and 

2015, it is a period of obsession for the PNM. They will never look forward, they 
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just like the car around the savannah, they looking backward, they moving 

backward. That is where they moving.   

But I like to quote statistics, Madam President, and I want to say—I want to 

have the opportunity to rebut the Minister of Public Utilities to say what we left the 

economy with, because he talked about what we left. So I also want to say what we 

put there for them, what they inherited from the People’s Partnership government. 

Madam President, the revenue generated under the People’s Partnership 

government was the highest ever in 2014 under a Kamla Persad-Bissessar 

government, highest ever, highest ever. When the PP government left office, 

revenue increased by over 38 per cent. That did not happen just so, you know. It 

was because of the investments that were put into the country. [Laughter and desk 

thumping] Madam President, this was done without raising a single new tax, 2010 

to 2015, not a single new tax. [Desk thumping] You all laugh, you all benefit from 

Angelin. You all benefit from all the concessions that were given. You know what 

you all wanted to do, Madam President? They wanted to give Sandals tax free 

concessions for over 25 years, 25 years, so laugh how much you want, you are 

reaping the benefit of the People’s Partnership good work. 

Non-tax revenue—do not worry, I am coming to the overdraft just now. 

Non-tax revenue, the People’s Partnership government grew the total non-tax 

revenue from 6.5 billion in 2010 to 9.96 billion in 2015, a growth of 53 per cent 

despite failing oil and gas prices. [Crosstalk] That is what we did, no that is what 

we did. [Crosstalk] 

Madam President: Sen. Hosein. Members please, we have had a very long sitting 

which is still in session, please everyone comport yourselves. Sen. Hosein, there is 

no need to shout. Direct your comments to me. Sen. Ameen, please allow me to 



241 

Finance a(Supplementary Appropriation)       2019.05..15 

(Financial Year 2019) Bill, 2019  

Sen. S. Hosein (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

hear Sen. Hosein. Members please. Continue, Sen. Hosein.  

Sen. S. Hosein: Thank you very much, Madam President. [Interruption] 

Madam President: Sen. Ameen! 

Sen. S. Hosein: Madam President, when you look at the foreign reserves: 2014, 

11.3 net international reserves at Central Bank; net foreign reserves 13.5. Madam 

President, this Government has reduced the foreign reserves in this country to 

about eight months’ cover. We left about over 12 months cover for this PNM 

Government. That is what we do; that is what we left. 

Madam President, employment. It was the highest ever in terms of the 

amount of persons being employed. We had the lowest unemployment rate, but 

under this PNM government you have seen over 50,000 persons lost their jobs. The 

Prime Minister had a very beautiful presentation “Mind your Business” and he 

explained how many jobs were lost in this country. You would have heard the 

Minister of Labour in another place giving all of the companies in which persons 

were retrenched because this Government failed in its duty to rejuvenate the 

economy, to allow businesses to grow so that they can employ persons. Rather, we 

have— 

Madam President, do you know that all of us walk various constituencies in 

this country and when we walk, the number one concern, you know what people 

ask us for? Jobs. What job is there available for me? I have a degree, I have a 

Master’s degree, what job is available to me? Madam President, under this 

Government, it is hopeless, there are no jobs for the young people of this country, 

none whatsoever.  

Madam President, the Minister of Public Utilities had a long discourse, very 

long discourse about the economy, very little to say about public utilities, two 
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minutes in fact about water.  

Madam President: Sen. Hosein, I am trying to give you some leeway but really 

you are just rehashing what previous speakers have said almost word for word, so I 

need you please—Okay. 

Sen. S. Hosein: Madam President, I am just setting the context because I am not 

going to speak about water. What I am going to speak about is an issue that the 

Minister ought to have addressed, because millions of dollars, millions of dollars 

have been invested in the CCTV cameras, and TSTT falls under the direct remit of 

the Minister of Public Utilities. Do you know, Madam President, that the CCTV 

cameras, there was a contract between the Government and TSTT with respect to 

these cameras, and I do not know if you would remember, Madam President, but in 

January of this year the Minister of National Security indicated that he reduced the 

budget in the Ministry of National Security by $100 million, and he said it was a 

savings because there is no need to renew the current contract for the CCTV 

cameras with TSTT. So in January, you said okay we do not need the $100 million, 

we do not need it, we give you all it back to service the interest on the overdraft. 

Fine. But then you come in May to tell us look we need how much?—$126 million 

for the CCTV cameras. Madam President, does that make any sense? Where is the 

planning? Come clean with the country because the CCTV cameras are very 

important with respect to situational crime prevention. 

If used properly, if utilized properly, if managed properly, we could have a 

reduction in the number of crimes in this country—$124 million—I will correct the 

record [Interruption] for the outstanding bills to TSTT.  

9.30 p.m.  

Madam President:  Sen. Haynes, I am hearing you.   
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Sen. S. Hosein:  So you asked—you gave back $100 million but now you want 

$124 million to deal with the CCTV cameras.  No, come clean with the population, 

let us know why you gave back the $100 million in January and now you come 

back in May for $124 million. [Desk thumping] Were the negotiations to this 

contract completed?  Are you going to now pay TSTT? You indicated that the 

camera—imagine, Madam President, a national security apparatus in this country 

was operating on a month-to-month basis, month to month, you know.  The 

contract expired but you are paying month to month for these cameras.  That is 

absolute reckless, irresponsible behaviour on the part of this Government.   

But, Madam President, you would have noted, and I listened attentively in 

the other place that when the Minister of National Security got up to respond to the 

mid-year review, there was very little he said about national security.  His entire 

debate surrounded that of energy which I will deal with in the later part of my 

contribution.  But there is one part of this Bill, Madam President, that nobody 

really touched and that is an issue of local government. And the Ministry of Rural 

Development and Local Government is going to be supplemented with $39 

million, $39 million.  And that $39 million is for additional staff and for the rural 

development company that falls under the Ministry of Rural Development and 

Local Government.  

But, Madam President, you will know that in this country, under this 

Minister of Finance—I am not going to blame the Minister of Rural Development 

and Local Government because these are issues out of his control—that 

councillors, Madam President, councillors were evicted from their offices because 

of non-payment of rent.  Because there were no releases from the Ministry of 

Finance to the various corporations.  And you know what, Madam President, most 
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of the UNC controlled corporations were the ones where councillors were put out 

of their office.  

I saw, Madam President, that a councillor was having an office outside by a 

road, on the main road, under a sign.  That is where he was meeting the burgesses.  

How could you do that to these people? These are representatives.  You cannot 

treat them with scorn and disrespect, [Desk thumping] you cannot do that.  But a 

local government is coming, the soonest they can call it according to law, is in 

November.   

Hon. Senator:  What? 

Sen. S. Hosein:  November.  If you have an earlier date, well let us know, “doh” 

hide the date.  [Crosstalk] But, Madam President, with respect to local 

government, while I was—before I was a Senator and Sen. The Hon. Franklin 

Khan, he was the Minister of Local Government.  

Madam President:  No, no, no.   “He” was? 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Sorry, the Minister, the Minister, the Senator, the hon. Senator 

was the Minister of Local Government and they were having all of these very nice 

consultations all over the country. This was before the last local government 

election, Madam President, very nice consultations; well set stage; the Minister had 

the cordless microphones; they had nice screens; very nice visual presentations 

about local government reform.   

Sen. Khan:  Very good presentation. 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Very good presentation, very good.  If it is one thing you all could 

do is mamaguy good.  [Desk thumping] Right, Madam President?  

So they had all of these nice things and then I stood up. I was not a Senator. 

I introduced myself, Saddam Hosein.  Well people was like, who is this boy, boy? 
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So I asked the Minister of Local Government at the time.  I said, “Minister, I 

would like to know whether or not we are engaging in a talk shop, whether or not 

this local government reform is coming before the election”—the last election, eh.  

He gave me the assurance that, “Well no, the reform will not come before. We are 

consulting right now, but the next local government election, before that one 

happens, you will get the reform”.  

Madam President, we are in May, we have June, July, August, September, 

October, November. Two months, July and August, we will be out of here for the 

recess, Madam President.  Five months, you have to go and now reform the entire 

local government system with this reform.  I can put my last dollar here that that 

will never happen under a PNM Government, [Desk thumping] because their 

legacy, Madam President, the PNM’s legacy, if you can remember, even under the 

late Patrick Manning governance, that they postponed local government elections 

right through, seven years.  [Desk thumping]  

You promised reform three years ago, three years after you come, still no 

reform.  There is no hope, Madam President, that that will come in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  The People’s Partnership government however, we attempted one slight 

adjustment to local government reform and nobody ever praises the People’s 

Partnership government.  The selection of aldermen is now being done on a 

proportional representation basis whereby when councillors are elected, based on 

the proportions of votes, that is how aldermen are allocated towards the council 

and that is how we treat it, Madam President, with proportional representation in 

the local government system.  Let us start there before we start the entire process 

of constitutional reform.  

And, Madam President, this is a very important issue because the local 
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government issues are the issues that touch and concern the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago on the road, because at the end of the day when a person gets up in the 

morning and he opens his gate, is local government.  His pavement, his drains, his 

roads.  I know you do not want me to go into the water issue, Madam President— 

Madam President:  Is not that I do not want you to, it is that the Standing 

Orders— 

Sen. S. Hosein:—do not want me to.   

Madam President:—talk about something called tedious repetition. Okay?  

Sen. S. Hosein:  Yes, and I understand that, I understand that, but it is a vitality of 

life and I will leave that there.  But you will see that local government is very 

critical in terms of service delivery to the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  That is 

the importance of the local government reform.  And the Government talks about, 

for example, the slowdown in revenue, the decrease in revenue and that is why 

they have to tighten the belt and all of these things. But when they brought the 

Property Tax Bill, they brought the Property Tax Bill, they implemented, and they 

passed the amendments to the Property Tax Bill.  I do not know how far the 

valuations have reached. I do not know how many valuators they have hired. I 

know when they assess 50 per cent of the country then they will start collecting the 

taxes. So I hope when the Minister is winding up we can get some sort of 

indication of the status of the property tax, because this directly touches on 

concerns of local government, because at the end of the day those taxes that you 

pay with respect to property tax will be funneling back to the service delivery of 

the various corporations— 

Sen. Ameen:  Hopefully, hopefully. 

Sen. S. Hosein:—Madam President. Hopefully, right, hopefully. [Crosstalk] No, I 
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never said we wanted. I wanted to know what the status of it is. You see, Madam 

President, there are a lot of persons in this Chamber who tend to take what you say 

and say something else. I know some people meant to say Dr. Keith Rowley, but 

they said Dr. Eric Williams.  But Sen. Obika would have covered extensively with 

respect to the farmers who are charged and that the Minister of Agriculture, Land 

and Fisheries had to correct the record and he had to disagree with the Minister of 

Public Utilities by saying, well no, the farmers did not break any law.  But the 

Minister of Public Utilities beg to differ it, reported today in the Trinidad Express.  

I see the Minister is surprised.  Maybe you should take a read of the Trinidad 

Express.   

Madam President:  Senator, Sen. Hosein—  

Sen. S. Hosein:  Yes, sorry, Madam President, I am guided.  Madam President, let 

us look at the Ministry of Works and Transport because that is an area I would like 

to focus on.  And the Ministry of Works and Transport in this mid-year review is 

going to be allocated $85.7 million.  Some will go towards pay and retirement 

benefits, but the majority, $73 million goes towards the charter of an interisland 

passenger vessel.  And I assumed, Madam President, because I do not have the 

name here on the documents before me, that this is the Jean de la Valette.  And do 

you know, Madam President, that this vessel will cost the taxpayers quarter million 

dollars every single day that it is on the sea bridge, quarter million dollars, you 

know.  That is the price of this vessel.  The total contract amount will go for the 

one-year lease which will cost the public $91million.   

Why it is, Madam President, that instead of spending all of this money to 

rent a boat, put it towards the acquisition of permanent vessels.  [Crosstalk] You 

all going to spend $93 million, $93 million, eh, to lease a boat for one year with the 
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option to renew for a six months, $91 million.  If the Galleons Passage is working 

so fine, well let the Galleons Passage continue.  But this Jean de la Valette, 

Madam President, it has a lot of questions. The Minister has a lot of questions to 

answer because we have to find out whether or not this vessel was involved in an 

accident and we have to find out what is the procurement process for this vessel. 

We have to find out whether or not the same experts that went to procure the 

Galleons Passage, went to procure the Jean de la Valette, because you could 

remember when the Galleons Passage docked in Trinidad and Tobago the ramp 

could not touch the port.  That is the procurement, PNM style.  Why could they not 

wait until the procurement regulator is ready before they procure this vessel?   

But you would realize, Madam President, all of these mega projects, all of 

these billion-dollar projects, these multi-million dollar projects is being procured 

before the full implementation of the procurement Act.  [Desk thumping]  But you 

must ask yourself the question, why?  Why not subject yourself and your 

procurement procedures to the procurement Act?  Most of the procurement that 

this Government does is not on a competitive bid basis.  They tend to go for sole 

select, Madam President, sole select.  And they must say why they have special 

bidders and these special persons that they ask to bid.  I am sure Mr. Harry 

Ragoonanan will have some answers for you all.  That is what will happen.    

And, Madam President, let me turn to a next area.  This area deals with the 

Judiciary.  Now, I see the Judiciary is going to get $57 million, $57-odd million.  

And most of the moneys here are going to be appropriated towards the Criminal 

Division part of the court now, because the Attorney General he would have 

passed the Criminal Division Bill in this Parliament and I know that the Bill was 

partially proclaimed and then there was full proclamation I believe on the 31st 
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March this year.  And, Madam President, you see millions of dollars, millions eh, 

is going to be allocated towards the funding of the Judiciary in terms of the 

contract employment.   

Now, we have not seen and I think that it was only proper that the Minister 

of Finance could have provided us with the establishment of the Criminal Division.  

Let us know the positions that you are going to fill; let us know how many of these 

positions are required; let us know the levels in terms of the positions at the 

Criminal Division and the Judiciary indicated that they require.  Madam President, 

you cannot just come and say you want $31 million for contract employment, 

because every day, every single day you have court workers going in front of the 

court praying.  You know what they are praying for?  To keep their jobs.  That is 

what they are doing; they are praying to keep their jobs.  Imagine some of those 

persons have worked their entire life in the Judiciary and you know what, they are 

being asked now, you know what they are being asked for, to resign their position; 

their permanent position that they are appointed to by a service commission, an 

independent service commission— 

Madam President:  Sen. Hosein, I am sorry, but these points have been raised 

already.  [Crosstalk] They have been. All right?  So please.  

Sen. S. Hosein:  Madam President, I do apologize if I did not hear who raised the 

point. That is why I was venturing into this area.  Because I find it very unfair to 

these workers that they are being asked to now give up their tenure and accept 

contract positions.  It is totally unfair for any Government [Desk thumping] to 

interfere with the independence of the Judiciary.  The independence of the 

Judiciary in any democratic state should be guarded jealously, Madam President.  

[Desk thumping]  It should be guarded jealously.   
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And I heard the Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs speak about a 

Sangre Grande hospital.  And he said something about the construction of a Sangre 

Grande hospital or the renovation of a Grande hospital.  Madam President, but you 

would know because when you pass on the highway you would see a completed 

hospital called the Couva children’s hospital.  You would see that hospital and this 

Government has refused to open the Couva children’s hospital. [Desk thumping] 

You know what they have done, they have removed the name “children” from the 

hospital and it is now going to be a hospital in which there would be treatment for 

adults and I do not know if they are still going to maintain the paediatric ward, 

because from what I heard in the announcement by the Minister of Health that the 

hospital will be opening in July, but I am not counting on that, Madam President, 

because this is a Government of announcements and you would know that they 

would come here and say, it coming, it coming, it coming.  It is like a Nancy story, 

once upon a time, once upon a time.  It is a Government of announcements.   

And you would see, Madam President, the Couva children’s hospital, a 

brainchild of the People’s Partnership Government, maybe out of political spite, 

because the Leader of the Opposition, her name is on a plaque there.  They may 

not want that plaque to remain, so therefore they may want to put a new plaque.  

But do not suffer the children of this country.  Do not deprive the children of this 

country from first class health care because of political spite.  [Desk thumping] Do 

not do that.  Do not allow children to cry in this country and mothers to weep, 

Madam President, because they cannot access health care for their children right 

here in Trinidad and Tobago.  You still have mothers in this country selling cake 

and bar-b-que in order to send their children abroad to seek medical attention.  One 

point eight billion dollars and these mothers will still have to seek—have to be 
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selling cake and bar-b-que, for their children to seek health care abroad.   

Sen. Obika:  Shame on the PNM. 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Open the Couva children’s hospital, open it [Desk thumping] and 

ensure that it is a children’s hospital.  And you will see, Madam President, moneys 

are being allocated for the Ministry of Education.  You have the South UWI 

Campus sitting there, grass is growing over that project.  Why is it that this 

Government is depriving people of an education?  Open the South UWI Campus, 

Madam President.  [Desk thumping] Allow people to benefit.   

Sen. Obika:  South people is people too. 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Allow people to benefit. The Minister said that it will open soon.  

I think it was probably about May this year.  It is still not open.  Again, a 

Government of announcements.  But they have priority areas, Madam President, 

and they would like to build.  They rather spend $3 million on paintings and they 

would rather spend $1.3 billion on Tarouba Stadium that is not accredited by the 

ICC and they would want to spend $2 million for a Benz and $13million for a loan 

to a toilet paper factory that we know nothing of; $200 million for Diego Martin 

Stadium; $15 million for a Prime Minister house in Tobago; $20 million Jazz 

Festival; the Cabo Star mobilization fee, $20 million; the Ocean Flower, $13 

million.  The Minister of Trade and Industry I am hearing her, $7 million for a 

Hilton pool, while children in this country cannot access health care.  That is the 

legacy of this PNM Government. That is the legacy.   

And you would remember most of us on this side, [Crosstalk] most of us did 

not contribute to a budget debate on the budget debate for this fiscal year, because 

at that time we took a decision that we rather go to the streets and help the persons 

whose houses were flooded.  And you would remember how that flooding affected 
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hundreds of citizens.  Their entire homes were destroyed, they had to restart their 

lives, they had to acquire everything from scratch, documents, furniture, they even 

lost animals in that.  You had persons who were on the roofs sitting for hours, 

persons were evacuated from their homes for days, Madam President.  And we 

would have expected it by now, because the Minister had the sufficient time to 

have these rivers properly dredged, to have these rivers cleaned, to have these 

rivers widened and I am glad the Minister joined us now because I heard he said 

that works to start on rivers soon, [Crosstalk] works to start on rivers soon.   

Madam President, you know the rainy season is going to start next month.  

The rainy season is going to start next month so I do not know if he is going to 

widen the rivers and dredge rivers in the rainy season. [Crosstalk] I really do not 

know if he is going to do that.  But if the people of this country are victims to a 

flood like that again, check “all yuh self”, you know, check “all yuh self”. And 

then we hear about the Curepe interchange.  Billions of dollars.  [Crosstalk] The 

Minister boasted billions of dollars in savings, billions he said in savings.  But, 

Madam President, there is a property called Kay Donna. 

Hon. Senators:  “Oooh God”. 

Sen. S. Hosein:  No, I want to go there, I want to go there.  Because if you pass by 

Kay Donna now you would find, you know what you would find, Madam 

President, equipment and material being stored on Kay Donna.  So I do not know 

which gracious owner— 

Sen. Sinanan:  Me. 

Sen. S. Hosein:—which gracious owner—[Laughter]  

Sen. Sinanan:  Me.   

Sen. S. Hosein:—would allow the State— 
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Sen. Ameen:  I thought you was not the owner. 

Sen. S. Hosein:—to come and to store all of their equipment and to store all of the 

material for the project on that site.  Madam President, I wonder whether or not the 

owners of Kay Donna are receiving a rent for leasing the Kay Donna.  [Desk 

thumping]  I want to know that.  They say that the owners did not receive a cent.   

Madam President:  Sen. Hosein, you have five more minutes.   

Sen. S. Hosein:  Already!?  

Madam President:  Five more minutes, Sen. Hosein.  [Crosstalk]  

Sen. S. Hosein:  And, Madam President, [Desk thumping] I want to find out 

whether or not they are leasing the Kay Donna to the State and [Crosstalk] for how 

much money, how much millions because— 

Madam President:  Members, please!  Sen. Hosein has five more minutes.  Could 

we please allow him to finish his contribution?  

Sen. S. Hosein:  I thank you very much, Madam President.  Thank you very much.  

And we hear a lot of talk about this port, plenty port they want to build, port in La 

Brea, port in Moruga, but, “it have ah question”, Madam President, I will ask it in 

the Senate.  I am giving them notice you know.  It is a question on notice I am 

giving.  I want to know who owns the land around the Moruga port, because we 

have the deeds and I want them to put it on the record who owns the land around 

the Moruga port.  [Desk thumping] That is what the Minister should answer.  Who 

owns the land around there?  But, Madam President, [Crosstalk] it have a next port 

that they are building, a next port in Toco.  

Sen. Obika:  This is a real estate Government. 

Madam President:  Sen. Hosein, no need to shout. 

Sen. S. Hosein:  Sorry, Madam President.  “It have” a next port in Toco, and this 
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port in Toco persons were talking about it since the year 2000.  And the Prime 

Minister spoke about this port.  And, Madam President, I would ask, if you would 

allow me to quote from the Hansard of the speech of the hon. Prime Minister.  

And this was on the 28th of July in the year 2000.  And the Prime Minister says: 

“The basis for this port is some Tobago to Toco ferry.”  Something similar 

to what is happening now.  “Nobody in Tobago wants it…nobody in Tobago 

or Toco appreciates it; but that is the grease to have the product created.” 

Sen. Obika:  That is Dr. Keith Rowley talking? 

Sen. S. Hosein:  This is the hon. Prime Minister.   

“Do you know who is doing this? The Cabinet. By saying that it is a Tobago 

to Toco ferry, the Government is giving the impression that it is a public 

purpose and, under that category, the Government is now going to proceed 

to take away people's homes to create this port.  

So, here we have a situation where those who are living on the land enjoying 

it now, protected by the law, the Government is seeking to find a mechanism 

to acquire their land, then give that land to other private citizens to make 

money. I tell you, Mr. Speaker, this Toco ferry port has nothing to do with 

the people of Tobago and Toco.”  

That is the Prime Minister.   

But now, Madam President, you are hearing that the PNM Government 

under the leadership of Dr. Keith Rowley is going full speed ahead with a Toco 

port.  Has there been a shift, a mind change?  This port is no longer for Tobago or 

Toco?  What is the rationale now for building this port?  You are relying and it is 

very dangerous what this Government is going to do, spend millions of dollars on 

this port based on a feasibility study that was conducted all the way in 1991.  Why 
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did the Government not do an up-to-date feasibility study to determine whether or 

not this port will be viable?   

Madam President, I probably have about two minutes again.  [Crosstalk] 

About two minutes again I have and I want to say that it is time for this PNM 

Government to go.  The UNC Government-to-be under the leadership of Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar SC has provided the blueprint for the transformation of the 

economy.  We have plenty plans, Madam President, growth poles throughout the 

East-West Corridor; we have the creation of the digital economy; [Desk thumping] 

the introduction of the blue economy that Barbados has implemented; we have the 

plans; we have the solutions and the willpower and we have the competence.  And 

the people of Trinidad and Tobago will speak and they will speak loudly at the 

polls and they will elect a UNC Government [Desk thumping] under the leadership 

of Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC.  I thank you very much.  

Sen. Nigel De Freitas:  [Desk thumping] Thank you, Madam President, for the 

opportunity to contribute to the Bill that is now engaging the attention of this 

honourable House more commonly known as the mid-year review, mid-year 

budget view 2019.  So, Madam President, coming in as probably the last speaker 

before the hon. Minister in the Ministry of Finance wraps up, I have had the 

privilege of listening to all of those that have spoken before me and as such I do 

intend to be relatively brief as I sort of state my observations as to what has been 

happening thus far about comments that Members opposite have said and more 

importantly reiterating or supporting what my colleagues on this side have said.   

And so, Madam President, I do not think anyone can argue that every single 

Government that has ever come into power has had a policy in relation to the 

governance of the country.  And that policy usually comes from a particular 
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mentality that reverberates throughout that governance structure.  And the two 

mentalities that I have come up with so far that differentiates the previous 

administration from this administration today is that the previous administration 

had a spenders mentality whereas this administration coming into power in 2015 

had a conservative mentality in relation to spending.  And in order to understand 

exactly what I am speaking about, Madam President, I would just briefly go 

through the timeline of events that would have happened from 2014 to now, so that 

you can really wrap your mind around exactly what I am saying.   

So that in 2014 there would have been external shocks to our revenue.  And 

when that began, the narrative of the previous administration at that point in time 

would have been to keep the population in the dark.  We all remember that when 

we were asking what was happening especially in light of reduction in revenue the 

commentary that was coming from the Government at that point in time was that 

everything would be okay; that we were not in a recession.  There was no talk of 

this pending recession and any plans in place as to what would take place to secure 

our future.   

Early in 2015 they went on to ramp up spending and the Minister in the 

Ministry of Finance as well as the Minister of Finance would have indicated 

exactly how that took place, so I do not need to repeat that and go into that right 

now.  But what would have happened for that ramped up spending is that we 

would have had no return in investment, the leakages that were naturally in the 

system that were occurring over the years continued galore and on top of that there 

was hemorrhaging of money.  And again I do not need to go into the specifics 

because that has been publicly ventilated from since 2015 to now.  So in late 2015 

what would have occurred, in September 2015 with the regime change, is that the 
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narrative would have changed and as soon we came into power we would have 

indicated to the population that the recession was confirmed and that we began an 

education of the public so that they themselves could brace themselves for what 

was happening in relation to the reduction in revenue.  Immediately the 

conservative mentality to spending was engaged.  And there was a systemic 

reduction of expenditure, solidifying of revenue and where possible, increasing 

revenue by stopping the leakages that were occurring over and over again, over the 

years and immediately putting a stop to any hemorrhaging of money that was 

taking place.   

Madam President, after 2015 we intended and executed and ensured that the 

projects that were coming forward would deliver value for money and that the cost 

of contracts especially were going down.  And just recently in a public meeting 

you would have heard the Prime Minister speak to that, that these contracts that are 

being given out now are coming in at a much reduced price, therefore ensuring that 

we are getting value for money.   

So, Madam President, in 2014 the narrative of the previous administration was that 

there was no recession.  Early 2015, not to worry everything is fine.  Late 2015, 

there was no denial that there was a recession because there was a regime change.  

In 2016 whilst in Opposition, their narrative changed to, those measures will not 

work; things are bad; the economy is bad; everything is bad in Trinidad and 

Tobago.    

10.00 p.m. 

In 2017, they started to say it will never get better and that people are 

suffering. In 2018, just last year, the narrative of the Opposition was that: “There is 

no turnaround. No, that could never happen and no turnaround is possible.”  And 
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now in 2019, in this mid-year budget review, we are hearing that the average man 

will not benefit. They have the plan. They have the plan for the average man.   

Madam President, let me tell you something. Every one of us in here are 

adults and every one of us has experienced that rumble in your stomach that sends 

a signal to your brain that gives you that cold sweat. And on Monday, when the 

first mid-year budget review was given and the response of the Opposition spoke 

to the plan that they have, the rumble started again, and I am sure that many people 

in Trinidad and Tobago would have experienced that. This mess that was put on 

the table in relation to a plan that they had, suddenly just appearing, And I have to 

ask, in 2015, 2016, ’17, ’18, no plan emerged, but as soon as institutions 

internationally and otherwise speak to a turnaround in the economy and a projected 

growth for Trinidad and Tobago—in other words, as soon as there is money to 

spend, the Opposition has a plan to spend the money.   

Well, that and a pink polka-dot donkey they will never see. [Desk thumping] 

They will never see that, Madam President, because all of a sudden when there is 

money to spend, they have a plan to fix Trinidad and Tobago, but when the hard 

work had to be done, when the hard measures had to be put in place, there was no 

plan, only naysaying, and that is why the Minister of Finance and the Minister in 

the Ministry of Finance are saying that we cannot listen to these naysayers. We 

will ignore them and we will continue to put this country on a pathway to progress.   

So, Madam President, moving quite quickly, because as I said, my time is 

going to be short because I am very late in this debate. I want to talk about Tobago 

for a second and I just want to say that in relation to Tobago, over the years 

Tobago has come to expect that we would always get what is the bare minimum in 

relation to the Dispute Resolution Commission’s percentage of the national budget. 
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We have come to expect acrobatic mathematics when it comes to the allocation for 

Tobago. We have seen over some of the years whereby this mathematics would 

take on the manifestation of the allocation to Tobago, added to whatever projects 

are being done by central government in Tobago and both have been added 

together to say that you are meeting the 4.08 per cent.   

This would have occurred under the previous administration as well.  But 

what we are seeing under this administration is the kind of caring for Tobago 

whereby they are meeting the obligations of the Dispute Resolution Commission 

and you are also doing projects which will benefit Tobago.  So, therefore, we have 

come to expect the kind of beneficial relationship between Trinidad and Tobago 

now, because this administration has shown that they do, indeed, care for Tobago. 

That is why it is much welcomed, Madam President, that this change of pace, 

whether in the environment of reduced expenditure, and conservative mentality, 

that more is done for Tobago.   

So let me just say this now to Sen. Mark, because he said something in his 

contribution earlier today in relation to his acceptance of the ability of Tobago to 

be able to borrow $300 million but he wants Tobago to be accountable first.  And, 

Madam President, it is the height of hypocrisy that an institution, an entity 

responsible for the worst level of accountability to the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago ever, would be dictating to Tobago about accountability first.   

Sen. Gopee-Scoon: That is right. [Desk thumping] 

Sen. N. De Freitas: What I have to say to him, take the plank out of your eye 

before you point to the splinter in ours.  [Desk thumping]  When you can account 

to the people of Trinidad and Tobago for the expenditures under your tenure, then 

you can tell Tobago what to do. [Desk thumping] So, Madam President, I tell you 
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that Tobago welcomes the new airport terminal.  We welcome the new port in 

Toco [Desk thumping] and reduced travel time between the islands. We welcome 

the $300 million and assure you that the development of Tobago can only benefit 

all of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Madam President, I want to speak about the air bridge. And you would have 

noticed—I do not know if you did notice, but during this Easter period one of the 

things that usually happens in Tobago is that there is never enough capacity on the 

air bridge, especially in these periods of high demand. And I remember early on in 

the 2015 to what is to be the 2020 period of this administration, when we had our 

Joint Select Committees and we had Caribbean Airlines in front of us, one of the 

things that they said, it was very difficult because of the nature of how the demand 

works with the air bridge and sometimes the sea bridge, to truly and properly cater 

for something like that in using an airline model. Because what would happen is 

that there would be down periods where you would have seats empty, travelling 

between Trinidad and Tobago, but in the high periods there is never enough.  And 

what I noticed was a complete change in the way they operated.  

Prior to Easter this year, 2019, you would have heard announced in the 

newspapers that there was an aircraft that was to be leased in time for the Easter 

period and the Jazz period, and what that would have done, is it would have pre-

emptively increased the capacity of the airline to take people across to Tobago in 

relation to the high demand that was expected. And that is something that is 

relatively new. What I also welcome and commend the Minister of Finance and the 

Minister in the Ministry of Finance for, is the report given in the mid-year budget 

review where they are indicating at least 86 and 90 per cent of the seating capacity 

over the year 2018 and so far for 2019, is being used. So what that says is that the 
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air bridge is stable now and is going to only get better. Why? [Desk thumping] 

Because Caribbean Airlines is now returning to a state of profitability, meaning 

that they now have the flexibility to continue to strengthen the air bridge to the 

benefit of Trinidad and Tobago and Tobagonians. [Desk thumping] 

Madam President, I move on to the sea bridge, and I have to say this.  In the 

capacity that I have here in this Chamber, a lot of times I have to follow along 

quite closely with a lot of the proceedings that are ongoing and so you develop a 

very good memory. I remembered when the sea bridge issue started, and one of the 

things that was said was that—not the cargo vessel, but the passenger vessels—the 

problem was the maintenance of the vessels. They had reached their expiry date, 

and because of the increased demand for the usage of the vessels they had to be 

used in a manner that meant that they could not go on dry dock or maintenance 

schedule when they were supposed to, and they were basically being run into the 

ground.  What needed to happen was that they needed to be changed out, but that 

could not be done in a manner, because they were both after the expiry date.   

So the minute that this administration tried to rectify that problem, we got 

stark opposition from Members Opposite—stark opposition. We all knew what 

happened when we procured the Galleons Passage. There was talk of: “This is the 

worst boat ever. This boat would not work.” I am not hearing a word from them 

now because the Galleons Passage is working perfectly on the sea bridge.  But 

listen to what happened.  I remember last year, if they did not walk out they would 

have heard this. If they had stayed and tried to serve the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago instead of trying to gain political Brownie points by walking out, they 

would have heard when the Minister of Works and Transport indicated that there 

was another boat on the way. They did not hear that. They would have known 
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when the tender went out in the papers to get that boat. But as soon as the Minister 

of Works and Transport stood up in this honourable Senate and gave out the name 

of the boat, Sen. Mark got up two minutes later to say: “That boat would not 

work.” So you just heard the name of the boat and immediately, without checking 

anything, the boat was not going to work. And that is the kind of mentality that 

Members opposite have when it comes to fixing problems in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Everything would not work unless they are the ones doing it. 

So, Madam President, we heard Sen. Hosein talking about the Jean de la 

Valette boat and he is wondering where this boat is coming from.  And I just 

indicated exactly how this process went forward.  And the reason that this boat is 

coming—and I will repeat it now—as the Minister of Works and Transport 

indicated, is that the problem of having two boats on the sea bridge and the 

demand for that service, we required a third vessel to allow one of the other vessels 

to go on its maintenance schedule properly.  That is why he said when this boat 

comes, the T&T Spirit is able to go to dry dock to be maintained properly and you 

would have three vessels to use on the sea bridge, with an increased capacity to 

take people between Trinidad and Tobago.   

That is what I call fixing a problem and going further to strengthen the sea 

bridge. Not only that, what is expected is that you would have these three vessels 

until the new boats come into service in 2020.  When these new vessels come in, 

what is going to happen is that the life expectancy of these boats is going to be 20 

to 30 years. Think about that for a second.  Twenty to 30 years into the future I 

may not be in this Parliament, but I will not have to hear about a problem on the 

sea bridge for that period of time. I would be home in my rocking chair looking at 

Sen. Mark, still probably in this Chamber, [Laughter] fully bald and grey, talking 
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about the boats are not going to be working. But the PNM would have solved that 

problem since 2019.  And that is how you go about serving a country and 

delivering service.   

Sen. Gopee-Scoon: It is called planning. 

Sen. N. De Freitas: Madam President, it is called planning. So, Madam 

President—[Interruption and laughter]—at this point in time, as I conclude, 

because I said I am not going to be long, I just want to say, although we had 

suffered some setbacks in Tobago between the budget presentation in October and 

now, we are not down and out for the count. With a stronger air bridge and sea 

bridge, borrowing capacity and an administration that truly cares, I can now say, 

“Come one, come all. Tobago is open for business.” 

With those few words, Madam President, I thank you. [Desk thumping]  

Madam President:  Minister in the Ministry of Finance. [Desk thumping] 

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Allyson West):    

Thank you, Madam President. Madam President, with all the misinformation and 

politicking that has gone on here today I have difficulty determining where to start. 

But I will try to respond to some of the issues that have been raised today, starting 

with Sen. Hosein. Sen. Hosein is giving his government credit for the things that 

they gave to Trinidad and Tobago, among them, the revenue generated being the 

highest ever. I do not know how and when the PP government impacted the price 

of oil and sent it up to US $108 a barrel, but he is taking credit for that. He is 

taking credit for the oil production and gas production we are getting from the new 

fields. And I will say that the tax incentives given may have spurred some of that 

activity, but I can tell you, categorically, that none of that income would have 

come to us until way into the mid-2020 unless this Government sorted out the 
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issues with the reliefs that were given and the impact that had on the oil industry, 

where the likes of BP was saying to the Government that they were not paying tax 

until 2024 because of those very incentives. So I do not think you could take credit 

for that either.   

Sen. Hosein took credit for the fact that there were 11 months of import 

cover when they left office in 2015. The oil price was high at that time so that 

would have accounted for it. But what Sen. Hosein failed to mention, was when 

they came into power in 2010 the import cover was 13 months. So I do not know 

what he is seeking to take credit for in those circumstances.   

Madam President, in respect of the contributions made by Sen. 

Dillon-Remy, who unfortunately is not in the Chamber currently, I would just 

make a couple of comments. The THA does, indeed, have a role to play in respect 

of the airport development, the relocation of the people who will be impacted, and 

that role has been identified and is being fulfilled. In respect of the land 

regularization in Tobago, that is a problem that has been identified. We have 

started working on it and that process continues. We are hoping to get that resolved 

in the not-too-distant future. With respect to her comment on the challenges in the 

Tobago RHA, I am not aware of those issues. I will raise them with my colleague, 

the very hard-working Minister of Health, and if he is not yet dealing with those 

issues, I am sure he will.   

Sen. Obika, very interesting contribution—   

Sen. Gopee-Scoon:  Interesting, you call it?  

Sen. The Hon. A. West: Interesting. Sen. Obika talked about the UNC borrowing 

a lot less money than the PNM Government borrowed. The figures that I have from 

the Ministry of Finance indicates to me that during the period of their tenure the 
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UNC’s official borrowing position was $16 billion, and which gels with what Sen. 

Obika indicated. However, that ignores the fact that the UNC took the $12 billion 

credit in the Current Account at the Central Bank to minus $16 billion. That is 

borrowing. That is borrowing. So you have to add that to the $16 billion and, in 

fact, your borrowing was $32 billion.  And that compares unfavourably with the 

PNM Government’s borrowing which, up to 2018, was $19 billion.  And you are 

borrowing in the context of earning oil revenues of US $108 a barrel, versus what 

we faced, of down to $43 a barrel. So that is the context in which you must 

consider the comparison of borrowings under the PP government versus 

borrowings under the PNM Government, and that ignores all the other syphoning 

of funds from different places.   

Added to that, a lot of the borrowings that the PNM had to engage in came 

out as a result of irresponsible action of the UNC government during their tenure. 

Paradoxically, Sen. Obika gave as an example the fact that we were talking about 

deficits on a cash basis and we were only looking at cash so we needed to consider 

things like back-pay that we have not paid. We had to borrow $5 billion to settle 

back-pay that the UNC government created for the administration. You negotiated 

salary increases. The agreement was signed in March of 2015 and when we came 

in, in September of 2015, no provisions had been made to settle the back-pay of $5 

billion. Part of our borrowing is ascribed to that.   

Just before you went out of office in 2015 you signed a wash of contracts 

with no provisions for payment. We had to borrow almost an additional $2billion 

to settle all of those bills. You entered into all kinds of contracts which were 

capital in nature, which a normal, prudent manager would secure a long-term loan 

for. You either did not secure financing at all or you made short-term financing 
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arrangements. All of that we had to borrow and refinance to put the country in a 

position where it could be managed and it did not crash. So do not talk about our 

borrowings as though you were holier than thou and we are being irresponsible, 

because that is not the truth. [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Obika went on for quite a bit about the irresponsibility activity of 

WASA in closing down the farmers who are feeding the nation.  What Sen. Obika 

failed to mention is that during the term of the UNC, WASA continued to do the 

very same thing, and were even more dogmatic in their actions. Quoting from a 

press release of WASA on Wednesday, July 17, 2013, it talks about 791 people 

found stealing. People were charged.  Some settlements were done. Warrants were 

issued for various people in terms of the very same thing that the Minister of 

Public Utilities is being condemned in respect of.  In 2014 you had the same 

situation. You had people being charged and convicted, or negotiating settlements 

in respect of the very same stealing of water.    

So I am not saying that the PP government was irresponsible at that time. I 

agree that farmers need water to water their crops to feed the nation, but they must 

do so in a responsible, law-abiding manner. So if WASA is doing its work in 2019, 

like it did in 2013 and ’14, why is that something that you must politick about? Let 

us stop being disingenuous and trying to mislead the public, please. 

Sen. Thompson-Ahye focused significantly on the education issue and a lot 

of that I will have to leave the Minister of Education to deal with, because the 

Minister of Education, I know, has been putting effort into the Early Childhood 

Programme and has been trying to produce the right kind of children to be ready to 

enter the primary school system. It is a work in progress, but he is working on it 

and that is a commitment that he is continuing to build on. Another thing you 
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mentioned, Senator, through you, Madam President, is, we keep putting people in 

homes and institutions.  And I do not know if you had a chance to listen to the 

submission of the Minister in the Ministry of the Prime Minister on Monday, 

where she pleaded with parents who came to the State and said, “I cannot take care 

of my child. You take responsibility for them.” And the State says, “Okay, we are 

taking responsibility for them. We have an option that they can be adopted.  There 

are loving parents who are looking for children to take care of.” And the parents 

who do not want to take responsibility for the child refuses to give release for the 

child to be adopted. So that is why the children end up in homes where they should 

not end up in homes. We are concerned about that as well. We want to solve that 

problem but we cannot do it without the assistance and approval of the parents. So 

we are working on that.   

We are also looking—we agree with you that children, especially, who 

commit offences, should not be locked up or penalized in the normal manner. And 

we did, through the court, have a fairly comprehensive training programme of 

youths, so that youths will be judging their peers and they would look for 

alternative retribution measures or correction methods. I cannot say at this point 

what the status of implementation of that programme is, but, to me, it is a sound 

programme. If and when fully implemented, should make a big difference to the 

issue that you have raised. 

Sen. Richards raised concerns about the IMF concerned about the Forex rate.  

And, yes, Sen. Richards, we have had, as a Government, a difference of opinion 

with respect to the IMF and devaluation. And although you said that those—yes, 

there are citizens of Trinidad and Tobago who agree with the position of the IMF 

that we should let the forex rate settle where it will in the market.   
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This Government is of the view that that would create a very difficult burden 

for the majority of citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, and so, as all governments 

have in the past, we continue to manage the float. And we have had to do more 

management, perhaps, in this period than we have had in the past. But otherwise, 

the burden on the majority of the public, we are of the view would be untenable, 

especially when you think of the fact that our foreign exchange income was low 

and therefore we would have been paying more for foreign foods than we would 

have been earning.  So there would not have been a net benefit to the country 

either, which is why we chose to continue to manage the float and we will take the 

criticism of those citizens who think we should go another way. 

We all agree that the level of productivity needs to be dealt with.  Doing it 

holistically throughout the public service to start with, would be the ideal, but that 

has not been an easily feasible objective, so we are taking it in bites. One of the 

things, as I keep saying is my passion, I hope to develop a Trinidad and Tobago 

Revenue Authority that, like the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago, which shows 

that productivity of Trinidadians is possible. We can replicate that and even 

improve on it in the TTRA and set the stage for a larger, more universal reform of 

the public service. 

We also agree that the issue of access to data to assess objectively the impact 

of what we are doing is something that is needed.  We are working on that. Before 

the House at this point is the Bill relating to the establishment of the National 

Statistical Institute which requires a three-fifths majority—a special majority—

because one of the things that is needed is that the institute needs more access to 

information which is not currently possible under the laws as they stand. So until 

we can get that approval which requires the support of all parliamentarians, we are 
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going to have challenges getting the kind of information we need to assess how we 

are operating and how we are progressing, and what we need to do.   

Sen. Seepersad asked if we had a plan to decrease the deficit. And, yes, we 

do have a plan to decrease the deficit. We started out with a relatively high deficit 

of $7 billion and we gave a commitment that we would, over time, reduce the 

deficit, and we have been successful in doing that over the last three years that we 

have been in power. The obvious plan to reduce the deficit is, on the one hand, to 

control expenditure, which we have successfully done, moving from a budget high 

of $63 billion in 2014, to where we are now, of $51 billion, a significant reduction 

in expenditure.   

On the other side, to decrease the deficit, we need to increase our revenue 

receipts. Again, one of the ways that we are seeking to do that is with the 

introduction of the TTRA because everybody knows and accepts that there is tax 

money out there that is not being collected. The burden falls on a few, and we have 

to change that. That, too, requires the support of parliamentarians because, as 

currently configured, the legislation requires a special majority, and I trust that as 

and when it comes to us in the not-too-distant future, we will get that support. 

T&T’s inclusion on the list of uncooperative countries, we are there because 

we have not been passing the law quickly enough to allow us to get off of that list. 

One of the bits of legislation that we brought before the Parliament that we had to 

withdraw was amendments to the Income Tax Act to allow for the sharing of 

information. That needs a special majority. If the other side is not prepared to give 

us that, we are forced to stay on that list, which we cannot afford to do, because as 

the Senator correctly indicated, it has implications for our relations and our doing 

business with the rest of the international community. We will bring that Bill back 
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shortly and we hope that this time around we will get the relevant support. 

Sen. Ameen, again, interesting contribution. She talked about the rates of 

unemployment and credited the UNC with achieving the lowest rate of 

unemployment in Trinidad’s history, where it was down to 3.2 per cent in 2014. 

What she did not say was that a lot of that was from a makeshift programme which 

was not permanent employment, and therefore, how much credit you should 

ascribe to that remains to be seen. But let me give you an indication of where we 

are in terms of our unemployment rate, which indicates that even in these very 

difficult times where we have had a significant drop in revenue and we have had to 

deal with all sort of issues that we inherited, our unemployment rate is reasonable 

in the circumstances.   

The statistics I am going to quote come from the Central Bank, IMF World 

Economic Outlook and the World Bank data. It shows Trinidad and Tobago, in 

2017 with an unemployment rate of 4.8 per cent; in 2018 with an unemployment 

rate of 4.9 per cent.  Barbados by comparison, 2017, 9.88 per cent. In 2018, 10.12 

per cent. Bahamas, 10.1 per cent in 2017; 9.2 per cent in 2018. Guyana, 12.12 per 

cent in 2017; 12.15 per cent in 2018.  Jamaica, 12.2 per cent in 2017 versus 11.6 

per cent in 2018. Dominican Republic, which is the only one that is close to us but 

even so, above: 5.1 per cent in 2017; 5.2 per cent in 2018.  Brazil, 12.77 per cent in 

2017 and 12.26 per cent in 2018.    

Given our circumstances and our managing of the affairs of the economy of 

Trinidad and Tobago, I think that this Government deserves to be credited with the 

fact that unemployment is no worse than it is; [Desk thumping] 4.9 per cent 

unemployment is not unreasonable even in the best of times.  In these 

circumstances, it is commendable.   
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10.30 p.m. 

So yes, we recognize that there are youngsters who are coming out of 

university who cannot get jobs but given the circumstance that we are in, that is not 

unexpected.  We have set up the On-the-Job Training Programme to provide new 

graduates with the training that potential employers require.  We are expanding 

that programme to give them more experience so that they would be more 

acceptable to the employers.  A lot of members on the programme have left early 

because they have got alternative employment.  The Minister of Labour is 

currently putting together the figures to demonstrate to the public the impact of that 

programme on the graduating pool and as and when that exercise is completed, that 

information will be provided.  

Sen. Ameen said that her government is a labour-friendly party.  This is the 

same government who negotiated a contract for an increase in salaries in the public 

service in March of 2015 and left office without making my provision for 

settlement of back pay; left that up to the next government but “dey labour-

friendly”.  She said that in the context of claiming that the Judiciary is abolishing 

over 600 positions and Sen. Mark said that based on information from his 

colleague in politics and in labour, that the Government was proposing to fire 100-

odd members of the Judiciary staff.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We 

have been saying ad nauseam in response to these claims and allegations that 

nobody is being fired from the Judiciary.  We have done and are doing two things 

in respect of staff at the Judiciary.   

This PNM Government has taken the position that where new posts are 

required because of changes in the nature of how things are being done, the first 

thing that we do is look to determine whether there are any vacant positions that 
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should be abolished.  That is what we have done and are doing in the Judiciary.  So 

we have abolished vacant positions.  Nobody—and I defy either Sen. Mark or Sen. 

Ameen to establish otherwise and give me the names of these people, nobody has 

been fired from the Judiciary.  Nobody.  Vacant positions have been abolished.   

Rather than people being fired, people are being hired to add to the 

establishment of the Judiciary.  We have established new courts, new divisions.  

We have created obligations that are more intricate than the obligations that would 

previously have fallen on people like Justices of the Peace.  So we have taken a 

decision that we needed people with a higher level of training, we needed people 

who were qualified attorneys-at-law to fill these positions.  We have abolished the 

posts, as I said, of the functionaries who are no longer needed and we are hiring 

qualified people to fill these new positions in the Criminal Division, the Children 

Division and so on and we expect to continue to increase the staff at the Judiciary 

to enable these new courts to work properly.   

So the misinformation that is being put forward to mislead the public should 

be ignored.  I will leave the public to draw their own conclusions as to why the 

misinformation is out there, why we want to upset the people in the Judiciary and 

possibly shut down the courts.  They can make their own determinations but this 

Government is going about the business of putting people in positions in the courts 

so that the courts can work more efficiently, get their job done better and get rid of 

the backlog.  The traffic court is another one.  That is a new one that has to be 

staffed and that, again, will increase the level of staffing in the Judiciary.  So 

nothing could be further from the truth than what was said by my colleagues on the 

other side. 

Sen. Deonarine, again—I am sorry she is not here—raised some interesting 
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issues.  She asked us to keep a watchful eye on debt and we are in fact doing that.  

We are not planning to move from three years of prudence to indiscriminate 

spending.  One of the things that we are trying to ensure is that the impact of the 

recovery is felt by the public at large because we understand that the trickle down 

to the public at large is slow, and one of the reasons why it is slow we have to take 

responsibility for.  We have been slow in paying contractors because we have been 

managing cash flow.  We have been slow in paying VAT refunds because we have 

been managing cash flow.  We have decided, since things are beginning to look a 

little better, we need to pass that on to the people who have been negatively 

impacted by that cash flow management and so this is what we are setting about to 

do in the not-too-distant future.   

Sen. Deonarine also expressed concern about the housing bond and I do not 

know why that would concern Sen. Deonarine because this is how the housing 

bond will work.  The bond will be issued to the public.  We are hoping that the 

people who take up that offer are largely young people who are looking to acquire 

first-time houses.  They will, in fact, put money aside through these bonds for the 

purchase of houses and they will get the first option to acquire homes using these 

bonds.  So it is like a developer who is saying “I am going to build this house for 

you but give me a down payment so I can start”.  So that is exactly what it is going 

to be.  We are going to use the proceeds of the fund, build the homes, sell the 

homes to the bondholders, largely we hope and use the proceeds of the mortgages 

that they take to settle the purchase price of that home to continue building more 

homes.  So it should be a self-sustaining programme.  So that is the intention.   

One of the reasons why we think this is the way that we have to go is that 

there are people who come up to us, as Ministers, who say to us: “Ah waiting on ah 
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house 20 years now and ah cannot get ah house”.  And you ask them, “Okay, so we 

may have some units coming up shortly, perhaps you can get one.  How much 

money have you set aside for a down payment?”  Nothing.  After 20 years of 

waiting, you do not have a down payment for the house, how do you expect to 

purchase a house?  These housing bonds will incentivize people to save towards 

housing and make that a more realistic dream for these people.  So we think that 

the housing bond is an excellent initiative.  We have to sell it to the public and we 

really hope that youngsters who have just come out of the university, just starting 

jobs, looking for their homes, will purchase these things so that they can start 

fulfilling the dream that they have to own their own home in the shortest possible 

time. 

And then we get to Sen. Mark.  Sen. Mark talked about the increasing debt, 

the collapse of confidence in the economy, people are dying, mass and rising 

unemployment; none of that is true.  I think the people of Trinidad and Tobago are 

a very tolerant bunch of people.  We were upfront and said to them, “Things are 

hard, we have to make difficult decisions because if we do not make them, the IMF 

will come and make them for us”.  They heard us, there was grumbling.  I mean, 

nobody likes to tighten their belts.  But people have been very tolerant and they 

have gone through the struggle with us.  We are beginning to see the light of day 

and that is why we have to ensure that the people also see the light of day and we 

are making efforts to do that.  But things are not collapsing as Sen. Mark will have 

us believe.   

They have once again raised the issue of “we taxing” an additional—well, 

Sen. Obika said 7,000 items, Sen. Mark said 12,000.  I guess the truth is 

somewhere in-between there.  [Crosstalk]  But let me remind the public of 
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Trinidad and Tobago.  I was part of the design of the VAT structure.  The intention 

behind the design was to minimize the exemptions so that we could have an 

efficient and cheap to administer tax regime.  That is the objective of a VAT 

system.  You do not give a lot of relief through the VAT system because it makes 

the system inefficient and therefore impossible to properly police.   

So in determining what we should zero rate, we know people need to eat so 

we said let us try to steer the nation towards responsible consumption.  So we zero-

rated fresh food.  So if you go to buy meat anywhere, it is zero-rated.  Fruits, 

vegetables, provision, any unprocessed food, zero-rated.  

Sen. Khan:  They would zero-rate Maraschino cherries.  [Laughter] 

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  Yes.  The UNC came in and thought “oh no, that is not 

good enough”, “dey zero-rated” everything under the sun:  Coca-Cola, Maraschino 

cherries, chocolates.  Nothing that had to do with promoting healthy lifestyles, 

nothing that had to do with ensuring that the most vulnerable could eat properly.  

An irresponsible approach to the VAT system.  And so, when we came back in, we 

said this is not a sustainable goal.  You cannot properly administer a zero rating of 

7,000 items.  You might as well give up on the VAT.  So let us go back to 

responsible positions where we give people free of VAT those items that are good 

for them and that they need to survive and “we tax” everything else.  But to 

provide relief, we reduced the rate of VAT from 15 per cent to 12.5 per cent, 

giving people that relief.  So why is that something that the people on the other 

side find so much difficulty in accepting?  I do not understand it but the action we 

have taken, very reasonable, very explainable and we stand behind it fully.   

The other issues, I think, have been adequately dealt with by my—  Before I 

move on, Sen. Mark also raised the issue of school supervisors have not been paid 
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since 2017 and they are suffering.  I have been advised that there is one school 

supervisor who has not been paid since 2017 and that is because there is an issue 

with verification of his claim.  All the other school supervisors are paid regularly.  

Now the issue with the school supervisors—and there is an issue—is that they are 

not paid as promptly as they would like.  It may take two months from the time 

they put in the claim for them to be paid, maybe three months.  But that is because 

their claims have to be verified because they are claiming refunds of actual 

expenditure.  The last payment to school supervisors, the vast majority but for the 

one who has not been paid since 2017, was made in March of this year.  So please, 

let us, when we are coming to this august House, come with accurate facts please 

and not mislead the public.  [Crosstalk] 

Madam President, the highlights of this budget are as follows.  We have for 

the first time in a long time, a positive balance of payments with imports of US 

$5.24 billion versus exports of $8.33 billion.  [Desk thumping]  We have had three 

consecutive quarters of positive growth.  First quarter, 0.9 per cent; the second 

quarter, 2.1 per cent; the third quarter, 1.5 per cent and we are of the view, and that 

is supported by the international agencies, that by 2021, we should reach a 

sustainable position of 2 per cent growth going forward.   

Highlight number three:  Natural gas production is on the increase.  In 2017, 

it was 3.36 million bcf; in 2018, 3.6; in 2019, so far, 3.8 and we anticipate at least  

a sustaining of that 3.8 bcf natural gas production on which the backbone of our 

economy is built and the prices for which are reasonable at this point so it augurs 

well for Trinidad and Tobago.   

Highlight number four: our Heritage and Stabilisation Fund has reached a 

first-time high of US $6 plus billion.  Oil production is projected to improve.  In 
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2019, we expect it to climb 6,000 barrels and by 2020, we expect it up to 80,000 

barrels. And this is in the context of Trinidad and Tobago receiving a very 

attractive price for its oil product.  Higher than we anticipated.  Higher than Brent? 

Sen. Khan:  WTI. 

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  WTI.  Higher than WTI.  This is good news for Trinidad 

and Tobago.  Heritage is doing their job.  They are ramping up exploration. We 

expect to have a positive result in our oil production and this will augur well for us.   

Madam President, the last of the issues which I failed to mention in my 

earlier presentation is the tax amnesty that is being offered.  

Sen. Mark:  What about the illegalities of the variation?  

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  The tax amnesty that is being offered.  Now, in the event 

that any of my colleagues shared the same concern of their leader, who does not 

know what a tax amnesty is, and for the members of the public, I will explain.  

[Crosstalk]  I will explain.  Under a tax amnesty, the legislation allows a taxpayer 

who has not complied with his, her or its tax obligations to do so, file their 

outstanding tax returns, pay their outstanding taxes without the imposition of 

penalty and interest.  The tax continues to be payable.  So during that three-month 

period, you can file any outstanding returns, pay any outstanding taxes and any 

penalty or interest that otherwise would have been imposed is fully waived.   

Now, we are doing this—this is something that I have advocated and if you 

check the writings that I would have done in my previous life I advocated this prior 

to coming into the Government.  As a precursor to the introduction of the TTRA, 

we are saying to people “Come and clean up your affairs” because we expect the 

TTRA to be lean and mean.  Our service—[Interruption] 

Sen. Thompson-Ahye:  If I may, through you, Madam President?  I wish to find 
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out, before the hon. Minister leaves this point of the tax amnesty, if there are 

plans—using your favourite word “prudent” you know—would you agree that it 

would be prudent that in this amnesty period that more taxpayers assistants be put 

on to assist the taxpayers who wish to pay the tax?  I believe in the last amnesty, 

there were problems.  We could not find the officers, you know, in sufficient 

number, if at all, who could assist taxpayers, otherwise, you know, it would not be 

of much use.  So would you agree?  You know, Madam President, I ask will it be 

prudent to do such a thing and if so, are there plans to have taxpayers assistants be 

put out in sufficient number to assist. 

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  Yes, Madam President.  The Ministry of Finance is 

prepared to provide whatever support is required by the Board of Inland Revenue 

and as and when we get a request to that effect or we may even make a suggestion 

to that effect.  But one of the reasons why we are seeking to introduce the TTRA is 

because the Board of Inland Revenue tends to operate fairly independently of the 

Ministry and therefore, if they choose not to add people, it would not happen.   

Madam President:  Minister, you have five more minutes.  

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  Thank you, Madam President.  So, as I said, the tax 

amnesty is being introduced as a precursor to the introduction of the TTRA 

because we do not want to give people the excuse, once the TTRA is introduced 

and it starts doing the work that should have been done, that “Oh, why we being so 

difficult all of ah sudden”, we are giving you a chance to come up to date and after 

that, do not ask for any relief.  We are going to ensure that under the TTRA, we 

have all the taxpayer assistants and so on that is required to help people with 

compliance but we are not going to be shirking on the responsibility to ensure that 

all taxpayers pay their taxes, file their returns, are accurate in their declarations.  So 
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that is the reason for the tax amnesty.  So when people say to me: How much are 

we hoping to raise by the amnesty?  My response is “That is not my focus”.  My 

focus is ensuring that people get an opportunity before we come down hard on 

them to get their affairs in order.   

So, Madam President, I would like, at this stage, to thank my colleague at 

the Ministry of Finance, Minister Imbert who has had the very difficult job of 

steering us through these difficult times.  He has done so with a firm hand.  

Sometimes even we think it may be too firm.  He has done so with a firm hand.  He 

has essentially led us here with the guidance and direct involvement of our Prime 

Minister.  I would like to thank the staff at the Ministry who continue to provide 

support.  If I drop a line to them to ask them a question, I will get the response.  So 

that we do have public servants who work despite concerns of the public generally 

otherwise.  I would like to thank the staff for their support.  I would like to thank 

my colleagues in the other Ministries also because they have had difficult times 

explaining to their constituents why things are so hard.   

Madam President, this is where we are.  These are the adjustments that we 

are requesting in this mid-year period.  As and when we come to the budget, and I 

had to explain this last year as well.  The mid-year review is a period for indicating 

what adjustments are needed and what we plan to do with those adjustments.  It is 

not really a time where we can spend a lot of time accounting for what is done 

because we just do not have the time to do that.  We will do that in a couple of 

months when we come to the 2018 budget.   

One thing I really had to mention, one of the Senators—I think it may have 

been Sen. Haynes—said “Oh, the Government does not have ah plan, they have ah 

plan”.  What I would like to make clear to the nation is that unlike the other side 
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that probably sat around a table with their political cohorts and came up with 

something to tell the public for the 2020 and 2019 elections, [Crosstalk] the PNM 

pulled the leading lights of the nation from state, from business, from academia 

and from labour together to come up with the plan, [Crosstalk] the plan for 

Trinidad and Tobago which is Vision 2020.  It is not a plan, it is the plan, came up 

with Vision 2020.  Having regard to the fact that the period 2010 to 2015 was 

frittered away, we had to revise the plan and make it a 2030 vision but there is a 

plan.  We do not have to turn around every day and say what we are doing 

tomorrow because we are on a particular course and we are staying that course.   

Madam President, in that context and having regard to what I have said, I 

thank you and I beg to move.  [Desk thumping] 

Question put and agreed to.   

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

Sen. The Hon. A. West:  Madam President, in accordance with Standing Order 

57(2), I beg to move that the Bill not be committed to a committee of the whole 

Senate. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Question put and agreed to: That the Bill be read a third time. 

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. Franklin 

Khan):  Thank you very much, Madam President.  I beg to move that this Senate 

do now adjourn to Tuesday 21st of May, 2019, at 1.30 p.m.  During that sitting, we 

plan to conclude the debate on the Liquor Licences Act and also to continue, and 

possibly conclude, an Act to amend the Evidence Act. 



281 

Adjournment           2019.05..15 

Sen. The Hon. F. Khan (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

Madam President:  Sen. Mark, you are proceeding?   

Sen. Mark:  Of course.  Can I? 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, before I put the Motion for the Adjournment, 

there is a matter to be discussed.  Sen. Mark. 

Bacteriological and Toxin Weapons Convention 

(Government’s Failure to Proclaim Act) 

Sen. Wade Mark:  Thank you, Madam.  [Desk thumping]  I was supposed to do 

two, Madam, but I decided to do one.   

Madam President:  Very kind, Sen. Mark. 

Sen. W. Mark:  Very kind, very kind, Madam.  Madam President, thank you so 

very much.  The matter on the Motion for the Adjournment deals with the failure 

of the Government to proclaim Act No. 4 of 2012 which gives effect to the 

Convention on the prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of 

bacteriological and toxin weapons and on their destruction and its impact on this 

country’s obligations to the United Nations.   

11.00p.m.  

Madam President, it was just about roughly two years ago, I raised a matter 

on this same Convention, and the Minister, the goodly Minister of Foreign and 

Caricom Affairs responded.  And I wish to quote what the goodly Minister said.  I 

quote:  

The Ministry of National Security is now in the process of finalizing the 

regulations to be made pursuant to the Act, which will later be submitted to 

Parliament for its approval.  The regulations shall be subject to the negative 

resolution of Parliament.  Thereafter, the Act will come into operation after 

it has been proclaimed by the President. 

Now, Madam President, it is now two years almost, later, and this very 
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important matter of public safety and national security is still to be proclaimed.  

That is, the legislation.  I was a bit disappointed, when I learnt recently that this 

Act had not been proclaimed.  Madam President, this Act is extremely important, 

because it deals biological weapons and biological agents and whilst this Act was 

adopted in 2012, some seven years later, the Act is still to be proclaimed in this 

country.   

This unwarranted delay in proclaiming this piece of legislation has resulted 

in a continued failure on the part of Trinidad and Tobago as a nation to comply 

with its international legal obligations, with respect to the implementation of the 

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, to which this Government and 

previous governments formally acceded and became a state party, and that was 

done on the 19th of July, 2007.   

Madam President, there are approximately, based on our last count, some 

160 laboratories registered under the Companies Act, operating both in the public 

and private sector without any form of licence or any form of accreditation.  

Madam President, this is alarming and, therefore, I am seeking, from the hon. 

Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, an undertaking or a commitment this 

evening, tonight, an undertaking as to the steps that will be taken to immediately 

have this Act proclaimed and operationalized.   

Madam President, the continued failure to proclaim the Act into law, and in 

the absence of an enforceable piece of legislation, means that our country is placed 

at risk, because we are creating a certain degree of vulnerability in the context of 

possible biological accidents, or even attacks by non-state actors, including 

terrorists and other similar types of organizations. 

What we require, Madam President, is an enforceable, domestic, legislative 
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framework.  And Madam President, you are aware that there was a conference that 

was held right in this Parliament recently, on the 29th and 30th of April, in which 

experts from throughout the Caribbean and beyond came here to deal with this 

matter of the BWC and the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540.   

And therefore, Madam President, I am asking the hon. Minister, first of all to 

give us an update as to why the regulations have not been laid, even though a 

commitment was given that the Ministry of National Security would have laid 

those regulations in short order when the Minister spoke on the 9th of May, 2017.  

Why have these regulations not been laid?  And Madam President, why has this 

piece of legislation, Act No. 4 of 2012, not been proclaimed as we speak? 

So, Madam President, what I am asking the hon. Minister to understand is 

that progress has been made, but without the law being operationalized, it is very 

difficult to really take the kind of action that key stakeholders would be required to 

take.   

Madam President, there is also need for the hon. Minister to look at the need 

for a national quality policy.  This national quality policy would indicate the 

challenges of the national accreditation body towards seeking to deal with this 

matter of laboratories operating in this country without the appropriate 

accreditation. 

And, Madam President, you can understand what can take place if there is 

no supervision and there is no regulation of these 150 laboratories in our country.  

All kinds of things can take place.  And Madam President, as you know, it is 

important to recognize that we have a lot of ISIS fighters who have returned to this 

country and they may be able to have access to biological agents.  So it is very 

important that we deal with that matter.   



284 

Bacteriological and Toxin Weapons Convention     2019.05..15 

(Government’s Failure to Proclaim Act) 

Sen. Mark (cont’d)        

 

UNREVISED 

Madam President:  Senator, your time is up.   

Sen. W. Mark:  Thank you very much, Madam President.   

The Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs (Sen. The Hon. Dennis Moses):  

Madam President, the Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons Act, 2012, 

Trinidad and Tobago acceded to the Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development, Production and stockpiling of Bacteriological and Toxin Weapons 

and on the Destruction on the 19th of July, 2007.  

Taking into consideration that there was need for legislation to give effect to an 

international convention, the then Ministry of Foreign Affairs formulated a policy 

which informed the drafting of the legislation.  The Ministry duly obtained 

Cabinet's approval in relation to this matter and delivered all the presentations to 

the Legislative Review Committee and piloted the Bill.  As well, the Act was 

assented on the 12th of May, 2012. 

Cognizant of its responsibility to implement the provisions of the legislation, 

the Ministry of National Security sought to take the relevant steps to obtain 

nominations for the appointment of the Bacteriological and Toxin Weapons 

Committee, as required by the Act.   

I am advised that some issues have emerged that require treatment before the 

Act can be proclaimed.  We continue to persevere to achieve the laudable aims of 

the Convention.  Thank you, Madam President.  [Crosstalk]  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, it has been 13 hours, so I shall now propose 

the question.   

Question put and agreed to.  

Senate adjourned accordingly.   

Adjourned at 11.10p.m.    


