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Leave of Absence  2015.03.10 

 

UNREVISED 

SENATE 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015 

The Senate met at 10.30 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have granted leave of absence to 

Sen. the Hon. Brigadier General Carlton Alfonso and Sen. David 

Small, who are both out of the country.   

SENATORS’ APPOINTMENT  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have received the following 

correspondence from His Excellency the President Anthony Thomas 

Aquinas Carmona O.R.T.T, S.C.: 

“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD 

AND TOBAGO  

By His Excellency ANTHONY 

THOMAS AQUINAS 

CARMONA, O.R.T.T., S.C., 

President and Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

/s/ Anthony Thomas Aquinas Carmona O.R.T.T. S.C. 
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President. 

TO: MR. DANIEL P. SOLOMON 

WHEREAS Senator the Honourable Brigadier General 

Carlton Alfred Alfonso (retired) is incapable of performing his 

duties as a Senator by reason of his absence from Trinidad and 

Tobago:  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANTHONY THOMAS 

AQUINAS CARMONA, President as aforesaid, in exercise of 

the power vested in me by section 44(1)(a) and section 

44(4)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago, do hereby appoint you, DANIEL P. SOLOMON, to be 

temporarily a member of the Senate, with effect from 10th 

March, 2015 and continuing during the absence from Trinidad 

and Tobago of the said Senator the Honourable Brigadier 

General Carlton Alfred Alfonso (retired). 

Given under my Hand and the 

Seal of the President of 

the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago at the Office 

of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 9th day of 

March, 2015.” 
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“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD 

AND TOBAGO  

By His Excellency ANTHONY 

THOMAS AQUINAS 

CARMONA, O.R.T.T., S.C., 

President and Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

/s/ Anthony Thomas Aquinas Carmona O.R.T.T. S.C. 

President.  

TO:  DR. AYSHA B.  EDWARDS 

WHEREAS Senator David Small is incapable of 

performing his duties as a Senator by reason of his absence 

from Trinidad and Tobago: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANTHONY THOMAS 

AQUINAS CARMONA, President as aforesaid, in exercise of 

the power vested in me by section 44(1)(a) and section 44(4)(c) 

of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, do 

hereby appoint you, AYSHA B. EDWARDS, to be temporarily 

a member of the Senate, with effect from 10th March, 2015 and 

continuing during the absence from Trinidad and Tobago of the 

said Senator David Small. 
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Given under my Hand and the 

Seal of the President of 

the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago at the Office 

of the President, St. 

Ann’s, this 9th day of 

March, 2015.” 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

  Senators Daniel P. Solomon and Aysha B. Edwards took and 

subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as required by law. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

The Minister of the Environment and Water Resources (Sen. The 

Hon. Ganga Singh):  Thank you, Madam President.  Madam 

President, the Government is in a position to answer questions 24, 36, 

37 and 38.  We seek a deferral for one week of the other questions. 

  The following questions stood on the Order Paper:  

Housing Development Corporation (HDC) 

(Details of Construction) 

16. With respect to the Housing Development Corporation (HDC), 

could the hon. Minister of Housing and Urban Development 

inform this Senate of:  
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(a) the number of houses constructed throughout Trinidad and 

Tobago for the period May 2010 to August 2014;  

(b) the specific number of houses constructed in each Housing 

Development; and  

(c) the total cost to build and outfit these houses? [Sen. C. 

Robinson-Regis] 

“New Flying Squad” 

(Status of)  

23. Would the hon. Minister of National Security provide the status 

of the investigation into the re-establishment of a “New Flying 

Squad”? [Sen. C. Robinson-Regis]  

Ministry of National Security 

(Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 
27.  Could the hon. Minister of National Security provide the 

Senate with the cost of advertisements and public relations 

campaigns conducted by the Ministry of National Security in 

the Media for the period January 2011 to November 2014? 

[Sen. C. Robinson-Regis] 

Ministry of Justice 

 (Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 
32.  Could the hon. Minister of Justice provide the Senate with the 

cost of advertisements and public relations campaigns 

conducted by the Ministry of Justice in the Media for the 
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period January 2011 to November 2014? [Sen. C. Robinson-

Regis] 

Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs 

(Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 

35.  Could the hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs provide 

the Senate with the cost of advertisements and public relations 

campaigns conducted by the Ministry of Energy and Energy 

Affairs in the Media for the period January 2011 to November 

2014? [Sen. C. Robinson-Regis] 

Government Borrowing 

(Total Amount of) 

62.  Could the hon. Minister of Finance and the Economy indicate 

the total amount of government borrowing for the period 

January 2013 to present?  [Sen. Dr. L. Henry] 

Scarborough General Hospital CathLab 

(Details of) 
65.  With respect to the new Cardiac Catheterisation Laboratory 

(CathLab) under construction at the Scarborough General 

Hospital could the hon. Minister of Health state:  

i.  the expected completion date of this construction;  

ii.  the expected date of commissioning and the start of 

Cardiac CathLab services at the Scarborough General 

Hospital;  
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iii.  whether a cardiologist has been selected to direct the 

Cardiac CathLab Programme at the Scarborough General 

Hospital; 

iv.  whether there is a plan to partner with a Cardiac CathLab 

and Cardiothoracic Surgery Programme in Trinidad to 

initiate these services;  

v.  whether there is a plan to train a Scarborough General 

Hospital team to operate the Cardiac CathLab;  

vi.  if there is a plan to train the staff, could you state where 

this training will be taking place; and  

vii.  if it is the intention for the Cardiac CathLab to be 

internationally accredited and if so, what type of 

accreditation is being sought? [Sen. Dr. V. Wheeler] 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development  

 (Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 

39.  Could the hon. Minister of Housing and Urban Development 

provide the Senate with the cost of advertisements and public 

relations campaigns conducted by the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Development in the Media for the period January 2011 

to November 2014? [Sen. C. Robinson-Regis] 
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Office of the Prime Minister (Cost of Advertisements and Public 

Relations Campaigns) 

40.  Could the hon. Prime Minister provide the Senate with the cost 

of advertisements and public relations campaigns conducted by 

the Office of the Prime Minister in the Media for the period 

January 2011 to November 2014? [Sen. C. Robinson-Regis]  

Questions, by leave, deferred. 

National Commission for Self-Help 

(Details of)  

24. Sen. Faris Al-Rawi on behalf of Sen. Camille Robinson-Regis 

asked the hon. Minister of Community Development: 

Would the Minister inform this Senate on:   

(a)  the number of projects that were approved by the 

National Commission for Self-Help (NCSH) for the 

period June 2010 to November 2014;  

(b)  the nature and location of each project; and  

(c)  the cost of each project?  

The Minister of Local Government (Sen. The Hon. Marlene 

Coudray):  Thank you, Madam President, I stand to respond 

toquestion 24 since the National Commission for Self Help now falls 

under the purview of the Ministry of Local Government.  Question 24, 

they asked the number of projects approved by the National 
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Commission for Self Help for the period June 2010 to November 

2014, and that number, Madam President, is 8,810 projects.  The 

nature and location of these projects, Madam President, 8,810 

projects, that would be a very voluminous undertaking and, as such, I 

seek your leave to lodge this document for scrutiny by all Senators.  It 

is here, and, similarly, the cost associated for each project could be 

accessed in the same document that would be lodged with the hon. 

President.  I thank you. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Much obliged, Ma’am.  Thank you.  Shall we move 

on? 

Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and Communications 

(Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 

36.  Sen. Faris Al-Rawi on behalf of Sen. Camille Robinson-Regis 

asked the hon. Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications: 

  Could the Minister provide the Senate with the cost of 

advertisements and public relations campaigns conducted by 

the Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications in the Media for the period January 2011 to 

November 2014? 

The Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and 
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Communications (Sen. The Hon. Vasant Bharath):  [Desk 

thumping] Thank you, Madam President.  Expenditure for 

advertisements and public relations campaigns are usually paid under 

sub-item 62, Promotions, Publicity and Printing, under Head 48 in the 

Estimates of Recurrent Expenditure.  To quote the classification of 

expenditure in the estimates, this sub-item, it caters for the following: 

printing of manuals, forms and brochures; advertisements in 

newspapers, television and international publications; outreach 

programmes; and the creation, upgrade and maintenance of websites.   

During the period January 2011 to November 2014, a total of 

$7,582,132.72 was spent on advertisements and public relations 

campaigns under this vote as follows: 

January 2011 to September 2011, $651,921.08; 

October 2011 to September2012, $1,087,685.57; 

October 2012 to September 2013, $1,953,969.14; 

October 2013 to September2014, $3,522,227.07; and 

October 2014 to November 2014, $366,329.86; 

for a total of $7,582,132.72. 

Madam President, these amounts include payments in respect of 

advertisements on the radio, television and press.  It also reflects 

advertisements to fill vacancies and public notices in respect of the 
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Trade Licence Unit of the Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications.  The public relations campaigns, during the period 

identified, involved the rebranding and refocusing of the functions of 

the Consumer Affairs Division, as well as initiatives such as 

promotions of the removal of VAT on certain basic food items and the 

special discount on flour, rice and sugar at celebrated occasions.   

It is to be noted that the Consumer Affairs Division joined the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment in 2013, whilst the 

Communications Ministry became part of the Ministry of Trade, 

Industry, Investment and Communications in April 2014.  These 

changes are reflected in increased expenditure in 2013 and 2014.   

Madam President, just on a side, you may wish to note that 

contained under this vote are other items of expenditure not related to 

advertisements and public relations campaigns.  These items included 

in the above amounts are: corporate tokens for ministerial and 

ambassadorial courtesy calls, videography of ministerial official 

engagements, editing and voicing of videos, photography of 

ministerial official engagements, website hosting, website 

management, promotional brochures, printing of booklets, printing of 
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letterheads, binding of documents, storage charges for exhibition 

systems and media monitoring contracts.  Madam President, this is not 

an exhaustive list but just an example.  Thank you very much. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Supplemental, Madam President.   

Madam President:  Senator. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Much obliged.  Hon. Minister, through you, Madam 

President, would the latter explanation coming, with respect to this 

answer, explain why the variance between actual expenditure, as 

described in the budget, is so much higher than the answer provided to 

the honourable Senate? 

Sen. the Hon. V. Bharath:  Yes, Madam President, the differences, 

as I said—in fact, the total vote would have been $13,233,148, and the 

amount, as I mentioned, was $7,582,132.72, and the difference would 

be made up of those additional issues. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Much obliged.  Further supplemental.  Perhaps the 

hon. Minister may indicate whether he is willing to provide, by way of 

a further explanation, obviously not on today’s date, the breakdown of 

the actual versus estimate votes.  Let me explain why, hon. Minister, 

if I may.  The variances described by the hon. Minister appear to be 

off of the actual figures that we have for the heading items for 
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sub-item 62, Promotions, Publicity and Printing.  So there appears to 

be some degree of incongruity between the actual stated expenditure 

for 2013, by way of example, as opposed to the figures given by the 

hon. Minister.  It is the same issue which arose on the last sitting of 

the Senate with respect to other matters, and the hon. Ministers in 

charge of their respective portfolios undertook to come back by way 

of a further explanation there.  So, the question to the hon. Minister 

would be whether he is in a position to provide the actual as budget 

description item, versus the answers given on today’s date—perhaps 

when he is in a position to do so. 

10.45 a.m. 

Sen. G. Singh:  Madam President, with your leave and with the leave 

of the Senate, I just want to indicate that the Minister of Finance and 

the Economy took that obligation to deal with the reconciliationof the 

actual—as to the answers given, and that is an undertaking he has 

given the Senate and that therefore, there is no need for the individual 

Minister to engage in that exercise.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, I would be very happy to abide by 

the reflections that  the hon. Leader of Government Business has just 

given.  Indeed that that accords with the explanation, as I undertook, 

on the last occasion.  If in fact that is the case, then I would think it 
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quite appropriate for the Minister of Finance and the Economy to 

speak to that pursuant to the undertaking given.  Thank you.   

Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications  

(Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 

37.  Sen. Faris Al-Rawi on behalf of Sen. Camille Robinson-Regis 

asked the hon. Minister of Tourism: 

Could the Minister provide the Senate with the cost of 

advertisements and public relations campaigns conducted by 

the Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications in the Media for the period January 2011 to 

November 2014? 

The Minister of Tourism (Sen. The Hon. Gerald Hadeed):  Madam 

President, I am pleased to respond to the question.  The Ministry of 

Tourism has intensified its drive to increase tourism arrivals in the 

country from both traditional and non-traditional markets.  It has 

recognized that travellers are now demanding high quality service and 

value for money, and that the destination must develop several 

marketing strategies including inter alia, the promotion of the country 

as a destination for sport, eco, cultural and festivals.  Programmes 

have been pursued to strengthen the quality of the supporting 
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infrastructure and product in both islands.   

The Ministry has also recognized that the general population 

needs to be more educated and aware of the contribution the tourism 

industry can make to the economy and how the citizens can contribute 

to its growth and its development.  Print, electronic and social media 

have been used to disseminate information in the form of 

documentaries, videos, and advertorials.   

In relation to the promotion of the tourism product to the 

domestic market, tourism awareness and education campaigns have 

been mounted for the general public to understand the importance of 

the contribution of tourism to the economy.  During the Carnival and 

vacation periods the Ministry has utilized the media to disseminate 

information related to the beach and water safety.   

Programmes have also been developed and disseminated via the 

media to promote the culinary diversity of the country, as well as to 

highlight the heritage, sport and eco-tourism beaches and relevant 

destinations.   

In 2013, the Ministry hosted the Caribbean Tourism 

Organization (CTO) sustainable tourism conference which was also 

highlighted in the media.  Every year information is posted in the 

media related to the dissemination of World Tourism Day.  Funding 
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for these initiatives is sourced from the promotions, publicity and 

printing vote and the Public Sector Investment Programme of the 

Ministry.   

In addition, the Ministry also utilizes the services of the media 

for placement of advertisements relevant to the administrative and 

human resource matters.  Because of advertisements and public 

relation campaigns conducted by the Ministry of Tourism in the media 

for the period January 2011 to November 2014, is $13,384,916.37.  

The details are as follows:  January to September 2011—

$1,596,637.36; October 2011 to September 2012—$1,727,084.37; 

October 2012 to September 2013—$3,814,618.82; October 2013 to 

September 2014—$6,246,578.82.   

A further breakdown of the figures above indicated a 

$13,214,218.39 or 98.7 per cent of the total spent was related to 

advertising and promoting tourism projects and programmes.  The 

remaining $170,698 or 1.3 per cent was utilized for the human 

resource and administrative matters, for example, office relocation, 

office closures, freedom of information statements and staff 

recruitments.  Thank you, Madam President. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Supplemental, Madam President.  Much obliged to 

you, hon. Minister for that explanation.  Through you, Madam 
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President, hon. Minister, the actual expenditure for 2013 and the 

revised estimates for 2014 for the Ministry of Tourism under Head no. 

35, in cumulative total amounts to $143,826,663.  Hon. Minister, in 

light your answer that the period 2011 to 2014, being a broader 

period, comes up to an accumulative total of $13,384,916.37.  Could 

the hon. Minister explain the huge variation between the $143 million 

odd and the $13 million described—the former figure—$143 million 

for just two years coming from the actual budget statements? 

Sen. The Hon. G. Hadeed:  I must apologize, Madam President.  

January 2011 to November 2014, there was $13,384,916.37.  The 

information was provided to me by the accounting officer of the 

Ministry—is exactly these figures.  Any other information you 

require, I would certainly be in a position, if you do lodge another 

question, to furnish you the answer.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Madam President.  Just a further 

supplemental.  Hon. Minister, could this clarification form a part of 

the exercise to be conducted by the hon. Minister of Finance and the 

Economy in this regard? 

Sen. The Hon. G. Hadeed:   As always, my Leader in the House had 

also indicated that that will be part and parcel of all the explanations 

that your side seems to be requiring on a daily basis.  Yes.  Thank 
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you.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Further supplemental, through you, Madam President, 

to the hon. Minister or perhaps the Leader of Government Business.  

Is there any indication when these particulars via the Minister of 

Finance and the Economy would be in a position for disclosure to the 

nation and not just to our side?   

Sen. G. Singh:  Thank you, Madam President.  The Minister of 

Finance and the Economy will be late for this sitting and he has 

indicated to me that he is currently engaged in that exercise.  So at the 

appropriate time, with the assurance of the undertaking to this 

honourable House that he will, in fact, do so. 

Ministry of Food Production 

(Cost of Advertisements and Public Relations Campaigns) 

38.  Sen. Faris Al-Rawi on behalf of Sen. Camille Robinson-Regis 

asked the Minister of Food Production: 

Could the Minister provide the Senate with the cost of 

advertisements and public relations campaigns conducted by 

the Ministry of Food Production in the Media for the period 

January 2011 to November 2014?  

The Minister of Food Production (Sen. The Hon. Devant 

Maharaj):   The cost as such is $5,178,051. 50.  Thank you.  
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Sen. Al-Rawi:  Perhaps just to put it on the record—supplemental 

question.  Again, Madam President, there is a wide variation between 

the stated figures in the budget for sub item 62, Promotions, Publicity 

and Printing for this Ministry as opposed to the answer volunteer by 

the hon. Minister.  Could I just for the sake of the record enquire 

whether this Ministry is also to be the subject of further particulars by 

the Minister of Finance and the Economy when it is he provides these 

particulars to the nation? 

Sen. G. Singh:   Thank you, Madam President.  It is a standing 

answer for all those questions with respect to the cost of 

advertisements and the reconciliation from the actual to what was 

actually spent and what was estimated.  So that that too we can give 

that assurance, on behalf of the Minister of Finance and the Economy 

that the whole exercise will be undertaken with respect to this 

particular Head.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Much obliged, Madam President. I am not troubled at 

all by the hon. Minister’s reflection that the estimates obviously will 

have to move to actuals.  What is troubling for us is that the actuals 

appear to not be the actuals in the budgetary figures.  But I thank the 

hon. Leader of Government Business for that undertaking and further 

assurance on this particular matter. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PANAMA 

PARTIAL SCOPE TRADE AGREEMENT BILL, 2014 

Order for second reading read. 

The Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications (Sen. The Hon. Vasant Bharath):  Thank you, 

Madam President, I beg to move,  

That a Bill to give effect to the Partial Scope Trade Agreement 

between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic 

of Panama and for related matters, be read a second time.   

Madam President, what we see before us here this morning is 

the unfolding of a very deliberate and very carefully planned and 

prudently implemented vision and strategy for the development of 

trade and the expansion of economic activity in Trinidad and Tobago.   

This is not a political five-year plan, Madam President, this is a 

carefully-thought-out process of determining how we as a country will 

position ourselves in the global context of trade being freed up and 

borders becoming almost borderless.   

Madam President, these agreements will bring to Trinidad and Tobago 

many long-term benefits and to the people, of course, as a direct 

result.  The signing of this agreement is in keeping with several other 

economic undertakings that this Government has participated in and 
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led over the last five years.  But primarily based on two fundamental 

principles, the first being poverty eradication, and the second 

economic prosperity for all.  And both those philosophies underpin, 

Madam President, everything that this Government has embarked 

upon in the last five years.  Indeed, our 2010 Manifesto, Madam 

President, states and I quote:   

“The guiding principles of our trade policy will be that trade 

must result in economic and social benefits for our people.  We 

recognise that the role of Government is to facilitate trade but 

that it is the private sector which”—is the engine that—

“engages in trade.”  

It is for that specific reason, Madam President, because this 

Government clearly understood the relationship, the inextricable 

relationship between trade, economic activity and social benefits to 

the people of this country, that the Government, the People’s 

Partnership Government embarked on a country-wide drive to 

improve the lot and the life of all of our citizens.  We did so, Madam 

President, by being able to spread economic prosperity across the land 

by spreading economic development across Trinidad and Tobago. 

So therefore, in attempting to create economic activity, in 
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attempting to ensure that there was greater trade taking place, in 

attempting to ensure that we created more jobs for our people, higher 

paying, higher quality, higher value jobs, Madam President, the 

Government took a deliberate decision to ensure that the 

developmental work of the Government was spread across Trinidad 

and Tobago and not limited to certain pockets of the country.   

So therefore, Madam President, when one looks at a map of 

Trinidad and Tobago and you see the span of development, you will 

see that from the Chaguaramas Boardwalk to the expansion of the 

Diego Martin Highway and as we come further east, some 43 projects 

that were completed in the east Port of Spain area, the new San Juan 

Library that is being built, [Desk thumping] the Aranguez overpass, 

the El Dorado Nursing Academy, [Desk thumping] the Valencia 

bypass, [Desk thumping] which has created a major thoroughfare now 

for people to get from Valencia to Sangre Grande.  Madam President, 

the development of the new Arima Hospital which is on stream. [Desk 

thumping] Seventy million dollars being spent by the Minister of 

Tourism in developing the Maracas Bay facilities. [Desk thumping] 

The e-TecK flagship building that was laying idle for many years that 

this Government completed at a cost of $80 million, after the previous 
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Government had [Desk thumping] spent over $2 billion of taxpayers’ 

money, this Government finished it.   

11.00 a.m.  

The Mayaro Fire Station that was promised by the Dr. Williams 

administration in the 1960s, it was left now to this Government to 

build.  [Desk thumping]  And, as we start from Mount Hope, we go 

and we see the Oncology Centre where the previous regime had spent 

$100 million just putting in some concrete into the ground, this 

Government is the Government that will complete it.  [Desk 

thumping]  The Couva Children’s Hospital, again, flagship building 

going up in the heart of Trinidad and Tobago, [Desk thumping] the 

Aquatic Centre, the National Tennis Centre and the Cycling 

Velodrome, which my hon. colleague here, Mr. Brent Sancho, had the 

pleasure of visiting only about a week ago and, in fact, accompanying 

him on that visit were several world-class Trinidadian cyclists, and 

they had some of the best accolades to say with regard to the design of 

this particular centre.  

Madam President, let me just quote what one of our world class 

cyclists Mr. Njisane Phillip said.  He said he: 

“…does most of his professional track training abroad”,—but 
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he—“was pleased that such an instrumental foundation for 

development was finally constructed in his”—own—

“homeland.” [Desk thumping]  

He went on to say that:   

“Globally, facilities of this calibre are utilised by international 

riders, who stop at varying locations prior to major 

tournaments, to train and keep their momentum…” 

Madam President, he said:   

“…cycling has received a major lift on a global scale.”—and 

that the—“World champions are going to be born right here on 

this Couva track.”  [Desk thumping] 

Madam President, I am listing these achievements simply 

because I want to indicate the amount of work and economic activity 

that this Government has created in the last five years, which all are 

part of creating jobs and ensuring that we have greater trade.  The San 

Fernando Teaching Hospital was opened and finished by this 

Government.  [Desk thumping]  The first hospital in over 50 years 

opened in Trinidad and Tobago, apart from, of course, the 

Scarborough Hospital, which, again, this Government had to bail out 

the previous regime on. [Desk thumping]  The Debe UWI Campus, 
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the Point Fortin hospital, the e TecK Park and, you know—  

Sen. Hadeed:  The highway down in Diego Martin.  

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  I mentioned the highway in Diego 

Martin—of course, the new highway going to Point Fortin.  You 

know, there has been improvement in the quality of lives of all of the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping] 

Water, when this Government came into office only 18 per cent 

of the population had water 24 hours a day seven days a week.  

Today, thanks to our Leader of Government Business and Minister of 

the Environment and Water Resources, 70 per cent—[Desk thumping] 

I am not saying 17, 70 per cent of the people— 

Sen. Coudray:  78 per cent.  

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  Seventy-eight now?   

Sen. Coudray:  Yes. 

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:—78 per cent of the people of Trinidad 

and Tobago have running water 24 hours a day seven days a week.  

We have built schools across the entire country—92 schools 

built by the Minister of Education. [Desk thumping]  We built the first 

Spiritual Baptist school in this country, and we have built schools 

from Point Fortin, Cumana, Paramin, Mayaro, Curepe, Lower 
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Morvant, Rose Hill, Febeau in Laventille.  These are the places where 

we have built schools, and then there is the criticism that we are only 

developing certain parts of Trinidad.  It is such a shame that people 

will use politics for their own self and narrow interest.  

We had the opportunity—as I talk about schools—last week to 

visit a school in Brazil—they call it Bra-zil [Laughter]—where the 

UNC held its first UNC meeting and had over 4,000 people at that 

meeting, overflowing.  [Desk thumping]  But, you know, when that 

school was being built—I see Sen. Al-Rawi wiping the perspiration 

off his face, he is obviously not able to take the heat.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I cannot take the pressure. 

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  But, anyway, when that school was 

built, it was referred to by members in the other place on the other 

side, as we are building schools in the forest for “douen” and parrots.  

Hon. Senator:  No, “lappe”.  

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  “Lappe” and parrots and “douens” and, 

you know, it is such a shame because today we have a school in a 

remote part of the country, granted it is remote from any people who 

live in Westmoorings but not remote for people who live in the east.  

[Desk thumping]  That compares with any school in the Caricom 
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region, a quality educational institution.  

Last night we went to another school in Barrackpore.  Again, it 

would have been perceived by many on the other side as a school built 

in the forest for parrots and “douens”.  Kanhai Presbyterian Primary 

School, finished only last year, built by this administration. [Desk 

thumping] You know, I could go on and on—95,000 laptops given out 

to children all across Trinidad and Tobago, not in any specific—  

Sen. Hadeed:  Not lap dance.  

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  I would not get into that, but 95,000 

laptops given out to children all across Trinidad and Tobago.  

You know something else, Madam President, again, this affects 

the quality of life to people and that is why I want to reinforce and 

reiterate these points this morning—104 health centres across 

Trinidad and Tobago [Desk thumping] in all far-flung places are now 

being refurbished by the Ministry of Health.  They have put in them 

certain minimum standards of equipment and service to be able to 

service and provide goods and services to people all across Trinidad 

and Tobago.  

Madam President, finally, just as an example.  This 

Government through the Ministry of Public Utilities has lit 163 
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recreational facilities across Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping]  

You know what the figure was from 2002 to 2010?  Eighty-four.  

Eighty-four grounds lit in the 10 years, we have done 163 in the last 

four and a half years.  [Desk thumping]  Madam President, I chose to 

deliberately highlight some of the achievements, because it is a fact 

that this Kamla Persad-Bissessar led administration has delivered on 

over 90 per cent of our manifesto promise that we made in 2010, and 

this is the development that we spoke of in our manifesto of 2010 

when we went to the people linking economic activity and trade to the 

creation of jobs and social well-being of our people. 

When this Government came into office in 2010, we obviously 

came so at a time when the world was facing some very difficult 

challenges.  Indeed, in Trinidad and Tobago we were not spared.  We 

had experienced inflation that was in the teens, we had suffered 

negative growth of 4 per cent for the first time in 17 years, and we had 

several difficulties because our trading partners, primarily the 

Caricom region, the European region and the American market, were 

themselves experiencing significant difficulty.  So, that was the 

context in which this Government took the reins of office in Trinidad 

and Tobago and had to attempt at that point in time to create a balance 
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between developing economic activity on the one hand and spending 

money to do so, but at the same time maintaining several of the social 

welfare programmes that we had inherited, and that we needed to 

bolster in order to create that balance in our economy so that we could 

grow from there.  

Madam President, the first thing as Minister of Trade, Industry 

and Investment, I was confronted with by the business community and 

by the private sector, was the issue of the bureaucracy that we had 

inherited.  Many of the private sectors, in meetings with me, 

mentioned that as a Government we had several incentives in place, in 

fact, adequate for them to conduct business.  But the major issue was, 

there was a tremendous amount of bureaucracy in the system that 

precluded them from getting on with the business of doing business.  

So, therefore, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment 

embarked on a very aggressive programme to deal with this ease of 

doing business.  I am happy to say that through the efforts of the 

members of staff of the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment—

and, let me also say, with assistance from several other agencies and 

Ministries, for example, the Ministry of Legal Affairs and the 

Ministry of Finance and the Economy, the Board of Inland Revenue—
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Trinidad and Tobago, according to the most recent World Bank 

information published in October of 2014, ranks now amongst the top 

10 reformers worldwide.  [Desk thumping]  Worldwide out of 189 

countries, Trinidad and Tobago, little Trinidad and Tobago, because 

of the work of this Government, is now ranked as one of the top 10 

reformers in the world, and when they wrote to us they basically told 

us, and I quote:  

Your country stands out as having improved the most in 

performance in the doing business indicators along with nine 

others.  And, your being recognized as a top improver shows 

that thanks to serious efforts in regulatory form in the past year 

that you have made the biggest advances towards regulatory 

practice which places your country once more in a leadership 

position in the region. 

This is from the World Bank in a letter to the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago dated October 29, 2014.  This is from the World 

Bank.  But I will go further, the International Monetary Fund, the 

organization that comes into Trinidad on an annual basis and has been 

doing so since 1962, in their schedule for report dated January of this 

year, in fact January 29, this year 2015, they say, and I quote:   
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“There has also been further progress on financial reforms, 

while improvements in easing the costs of doing business have 

indeed been impressive.” 

Those were the words of the IMF in their visit to Trinidad and Tobago 

not more than two months ago.  

So, we have created or we are in the process of creating the 

enabling environment to allow businesses to flourish.  We are creating 

the environment that will allow businesses to believe that they can get 

on with the business of doing business in Trinidad and Tobago free of 

encumbrances, free of bureaucracy, and that is not just foreign direct 

investors or investments, that is also local investors.  Because, as we 

all know there is a significant amount of cash being held in the banks 

in Trinidad and Tobago, from what I gather at the latest count, 

somewhere in the region of about $6 billion being held in the banks in 

Trinidad and Tobago, by local businesses looking for places to invest.   

And, as a Government we understand very clearly that these 

investors have multiple opportunities and options today to be able to 

move their moneys out of Trinidad and Tobago and into any 

investment destination that they so wish.  So, in addition to being able 

to create enabling environment, we have also set about in earnest, 
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dealing with the institutions that our consumer and customer faces, 

and there are many that fall under my Ministry; InvesTT, exporTT, 

Eximbank, the Bureau of Standards, to name a few.  

So, again, we understood very clearly that creating an 

environment is one thing, having lovely advertisements, encouraging 

and enticing investors to come to Trinidad is another.  But, when they 

do come, when we do manage to inveigle them to come to Trinidad 

and Tobago, how do we create the hook that keeps them here?  How 

do we make it easy to ensure that the institutions they have to deal 

with, not only understand that there are legal issues and regulatory 

issues that have been put in place in the parliamentary Chamber, the 

question is how do we change that culture?  How do we get those 

customer facing representatives to understand that those customers 

and those consumers have alternatives?  So, therefore we set about 

cultural change as well within many of our organizations.  

11.15 a.m.  

Madam President, in 2013 there were 13 agencies across three 

Ministries that dealt with trade and investment in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  So investors would come to Trinidad and Tobago, would be 

given what we then called the “royal runaround” and then, eventually, 
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they hop on a plane and leave.  And it was deliberate, almost, or if you 

were to look at it as an objective outsider you would think that it was 

deliberate because you certainly could not have planned it that way if 

you wanted to.   

So therefore we set about ensuring that we would create a 

situation where we would have as few steps in the system as was 

possible.  So therefore, today, there is one agency in Trinidad and 

Tobago, invesTT, that deals with all enquiries relating to investment 

in Trinidad and Tobago.  Let me tell you again a little bit about 

invesTT and, as a result, what we have done at invesTT, what has 

happened.   

On Monday October 13, 2014, the World Investment Forum 

2014 in Geneva, Switzerland, invesTT Trinidad and Tobago was 

announced as one of only four winners worldwide in the prestigious 

UNCTAD investment promotion award for excellence [Desk 

thumping] in promoting foreign direct investment for sustainable 

development.  Our little invesTT here in our little Trinidad and 

Tobago, competing with the best in the world.  Today, invesTT is 

ranked by the World Bank in the top 20 per cent of IPAs— which is 

International Promotion Agencies—in the world by the World Bank.   
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So again, we have set the platform, Madam President.  We are 

working to ensure that we are not just talking the talk, we are ensuring 

that we are working on every facet that touches the investor who may 

want to invest in Trinidad and Tobago.  And there are several other 

changes that are being made at the Eximbank, to exporTT and at the 

Bureau of Standards as well which we can speak about at another 

time.  

So, today, Madam President, I want to just hark back on the 

2010 manifesto, again, which, and I quote, stated: 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago will pursue a more 

aggressive trade policy with Central America and South 

America in particular.   

And there was a specific reason for that, because we foresaw as 

a Government that our existing trading partners in Europe and in 

North America were essentially finding it difficult, their economies 

were flagging, they had high unemployment rates and we understood 

very clearly that although Trinidad and Tobago may have been on a 

growth part the fact is that we rely very heavily on many of those 

markets to sell our products to.  Goods and services are 

predominantly, of course, a lot of it is related to energy-related 
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products.   

So we decided to look at South-South trading and South-South 

cooperation.  What has stopped us from doing that over the years?  

Simply because, just like we have been curtailed from following a 

diversification agenda over the years because it was very easy to put a 

probe in the ground and pull out oil and gas, it is very easy to continue 

our existing trading relationships with people who spoke the same 

language as we did,  people with whom we can identify our culture.  

And, so therefore, it was easy and natural for us to continue to deal 

with the North Americans and the Europeans, and, of course, our 

Caricom neighbours.  But that is not where the world is going.   

Therefore, we started to look at co-operation with people who 

did not speak the same language as we did, predominantly, the 

Spanish language.  And we started to look at new markets, markets 

that opened up six, seven, eight hundred million people to Trinidad 

and Tobago, then to determine how do we leverage our geographical 

position to be the gateway to that group of people, to those markets.   

And so, therefore, it is the reason why, Madam President, that 

we have now embarked on forming alliances, both trading and 

diplomatic, with many of our Central American, South American and 
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Latin American brothers and sisters.  A lot of work has gone into this 

over the last five years.  But it has gone into it, keeping in mind, that 

we have a trade policy, developed—again, not knocking anyone, but a 

trade policy developed, for the first time this country had a trade 

policy in 10 years, Madam President.  From 2002 to 2010 there was 

no trade policy in Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping]   

And what does the trade policy say?  The trade policy basically 

talks about how we will expand our market access for Trinidadian and 

Tobagonian goods, both regionally and globally;  how we will protect 

those very sensitive sectors that we want to ensure that we can 

continue to safeguard and to grow;  how we can improve our 

competitiveness in those export markets;  how we can improve the 

business and trading environment which I have just spoken about; and 

how do we ensure that we strengthened our institutional framework to 

ensure that we have the support there for when we start doing business 

earnestly.   

And as a result of all of that, Madam President, we started to 

look at several markets.  Panama is one of those markets, and we may 

say, well, why Panama?  Well, of course, Panama is a very vibrant 

economy.  Over the last few years their economy has grown by about 
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9 per cent per annum.  And there is, of course, we all know the 

expansion of the Panama Canal that will be completed.  I suspect it 

has been put off a little bit, but I suspect by 2016 it will be fully 

completed, and so therefore, there is a tremendous amount of 

economy activity taking place in Panama.  There is a new subway 

being installed, so again a lot of money is being poured into that.  

And, of course, they have close to four million people, which would 

mean that we have access to a market with four million people to 

whom we can sell.   

We also have existing trade relationships, bilateral agreements, 

Madam President, with Cuba, with Costa Rica, the Dominican 

Republic, Venezuela, of course, and as you would know, President 

Maduro was here recently and he is anxious to look at ways that we 

can trade with the Venezuelan people either through bartering of 

goods or some other way.  I am in discussions with the TTMA, 

currently, to determine what kinds of goods would be needed by the 

Venezuelan economy and how we could get together collectively to 

ensure that those goods can be paid for once they are delivered.   

So just a little bit of background, Madam President, about this 

Partial Scope Agreement.  Formal diplomatic relations between 
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Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela started in 1994 in recognition of 

the potential for increased political, trade and cultural relations.  In 

July 1995, Panama established a Resident Diplomatic Mission in Port 

of Spain, and the negotiations for this particular agreement started in 

January 2011.  It was actually concluded, believe it or not, Madam 

President, in June of that year, but it had to be referred to Caricom and 

the reason being, of course, we are a member of the Council for Trade 

and Economic Development and so, therefore, Caricom had to give its 

blessings on this agreement. 

But, it also took us two years to be able to negotiate with many 

of our Caricom neighbours, some of the goods and services that they 

did not want to have in the agreement; and we  came to an agreement 

with them to omit certain goods and services that they felt would have 

adversely affected their relationships and their economy.   

This Partial Scope Agreement is one of other agreements that 

we do have with Panama, including a Bilateral Air Services 

Agreement which was established in 2005, a Visa Waiver Agreement 

which allows a 90-day period for citizens of both countries to visit 

either country and also enhancing economic cooperation agreement 

which was concluded in 1999 where both countries pledged to deepen 
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economic integration and interaction for the mutual benefit of both 

countries.   

Madam President, it is important for us to look at some of the 

details of the agreement so that we can understand exactly where the 

real value is being created for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  

And let me at this point in time take the opportunity to congratulate 

the leader of the team that negotiated and concluded this agreement, 

Ambassador Mervyn Assam, for his sterling work [Desk thumping] 

and to his team, Madam President.  No doubt Ambassador Assam 

would have used his extensive experience previously as Minister of 

Trade in the 1995—2000 Government to be able to conclude this 

agreement in such a speedy time frame.   

The agreement relates to several areas, and I just want to go 

through each of them briefly because they are important.  First, there 

is a trade in goods, and the agreement outlines the rules for the 

reduction of customs duties by both nations and for alleviating the 

negative effects of non-tariff measures and non-tariff barriers.  

Amongst the non-tariff measures that have been addressed are the 

import and export restrictions, including import licences, technical 

barriers to trade and sanitary and phytosanitary measures.  The 
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agreement mandates that both countries apply measures that are 

consistent with the relevant World Trade Organization Agreements.  

And with regard to the elimination of duties, the agreement sets out 

the products for which duties will be eliminated or reduced and the 

mechanisms which would be adopted for those reductions.   

Madam President, we are all very aware, acutely aware in fact, 

that very recently there was the fall in oil prices and oil revenues 

coming to Trinidad and Tobago and other economies like ours, that 

there will be a falloff in revenue as a result of the non-payment of 

duties on items coming into Trinidad and Tobago.  So therefore, just 

for the sake of clarity and completeness I wanted to provide some of 

the information in terms of the tariffs that would be foregone by the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago with regard to this particular 

matter.   

But before I do so, I also wanted to place on record the 

information that has come to us very recently with regard to the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago’s performance in the first 

quarter, and to record—the Minister of Finance and the Economy, 

relevant Minister, line Minister, had already stated this—that in the 

first quarter of this fiscal year, fiscal 2015, that, in fact, despite the fall 
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in revenues that revenues had exceeded expenditure by over $300 

million in the first quarter of 2015, Madam President. [Desk 

thumping]   

So, using the very latest data that we have we understand that 

the estimated annual tariffs generated by imports out of Panama were 

US $152,276, and the Ministry of Trade estimates that approximately 

$85,000, about half of it, will be lost annually from the tariff revenue.  

But, of course, in comparison to the amount of trade that it will 

develop as well as market access for many of our Trinidadian 

manufacturers into that market now, we believe that loss of revenue 

will be comparatively small in comparison to the benefits that we 

have.   

In fact, in 2009, total exports to Panama amounted to TT $313 

million.  Today, just a short five years later, that figure stands at $942 

million—an increase, of course, of over $600 million in the space of 

only  five years. 

As we pursue this new agreement, Madam President, Panama 

had provided preferential access to 230 products from Trinidad and 

Tobago.  And these products include agro-processed products, for 

example, cocoa, cereals and nuts, water, lubricating oils and other 
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petroleum products, plastic and paper containers and other packaging 

material, paper products, tiles, blocks and metal products.  By sector, 

this accounted for agro-processed products being 46 out of the 230; 

petrochemicals being 25; and manufactured products 159 of those 

products.   

11.30a.m. 

It is common knowledge that the manufacturing sector is one of 

those that we are looking to encourage.  It is part of our diversification 

process.  We understand very clearly that in Trinidad and Tobago, 

with 1.3 million people, if one were to be very serious about 

manufacturing on a world scale with a world quality product, then you 

need to get out to bigger markets where you may be competing with 

more technologically advanced products; you may be competing with 

products that are manufactured on larger economies of scale, so, 

therefore, not just to be able to compete on the outside markets, 

Mr.Vice-President, but also to be able to compete on the local 

market—in your home market—because, of course, all manufacturers 

today in Trinidad and Tobago are exposed to the vagaries of 

international competition.  So, therefore, the manufacturing sector is a 

sector that we are looking actively to encourage. 
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It was agreed with Panama that duties and tariffs would be 

reduced in the following three ways: duty-free access for 159 products 

at the date of entry into force; there would be a phased reduction of 29 

items over a period of 10 years; 25 per cent discount on duties for 26 

products and 50 per cent discount on duties for 16 products.  In turn, 

Trinidad and Tobago is committed to provide preferential access for 

248 products coming in from Panama, and these products essentially 

are: meat, fish, eggs, fruits and vegetables, some agro-processed 

products like cocoa, infant juices—pear, apricot and peach juices—

lubricating oils, plastic ware, wood, paper products, clothing, apparel 

products and metal products.  It should be noted, as I mentioned 

before, that several of the items that were previously negotiated 

between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama have now been excluded to 

ensure that our Caricom neighbours are satisfied and they are not 

affected by the listing.  

Trinidad and Tobago agreed to reduce its tariffs using the 

following mechanisms: duty free access for 98 products immediately; 

phased reduction of duties on 119 products over a 10-year period; 

phased reduction of duties for 19 products over a five-year period; a 

50 per cent discount on duties for six products and seasonal duty-free 
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access for six products during June.  Now, that may seem strange—a 

seasonal duty-free access—but it is in keeping with the precedents 

already set in the agreements with the Dominican Republic and Costa 

Rica, and relate primarily to beets and vegetables that may not be 

available during that time of the year, which is predominantly the very 

rainy season in Trinidad and Tobago.   

The second area is the rules of origin, and the rules of origin 

section of the agreement sets out the criteria for goods to qualify as 

originating, in other words, being manufactured in Panama, and lists 

the procedures to establish proof of origin and describes the process 

for the control and verification of origin.  Now, Mr. Vice-President, 

this is an extremely important aspect of the agreement, simply 

because, as we all know, Panama is the second largest duty-free zone 

in the world.  It employs over 19,000 people; it generates income of 

over US $13 billion; there are 2,000 companies in the free zone and 

there are 25 banks operating in what is called the Zona Libre in 

Panama. 

Therefore, it is very important that we do not find, coming to 

Trinidad and Tobago, goods that are coming into the free zone from 

other parts of the world and attempting to qualify as goods 
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manufactured in the Panamanian market.  So, therefore, it is very 

important that we have these specific rules of origin in the agreement.   

Trade facilitation is another area, and that establishes a 

mechanism to develop electronic exchange, trade documentation and 

other trade facilitation measures, and it is envisaged that the single 

electronic window, again developed by the Government of Trinidad 

and Tobago over the last three or four years, will be utilized to be able 

to facilitate trade on an electronic basis.   

Currently, Mr. Vice-President, I have mentioned here 

previously in this House that we have recently merged—in fact in 

November of last year—the Customs ASYCUDA system with the 

single electronic window, allowing for trade processes to be brought 

down from sometimes five to six days, down to a matter of minutes.  

So we will be utilizing the single electronic window to develop the 

trade linkages with the Panamanian market.   

As far as trading services are concerned, in the areas of 

services, the agreement provides for negotiation of the liberalization 

of 16 service sectors two years after the date of entry into force of the 

agreement.  The services sector in Trinidad and Tobago now 

represents 15 per cent of GDP, and again, it is well known that the 
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financial services sector is one of the areas that is carded—and have 

been encouraged, aggressively pursued by this Government for the 

issue of diversification.   

In fact, I had the opportunity—because I am very proud of this 

particular achievement by the Trinidad and Tobago International 

Financial Centre where they have created 1,000 new high-valued, 

high-paying jobs through two organizations: RBC and Scotia Bank, 

and this is in the back office processing sector.  Only last week they 

held a major conference here in Trinidad and Tobago, the Caribbean 

Latin/Finance Forum, that attracted people from as far away as Dubai, 

London, Canada, the United States and, of course, the Caricom 

region, including several Government Ministers; in fact, two Finance 

Ministers from the region as well as several other governmental and 

private sector people from across the globe.  And this is a forum that 

was co-sponsored by the TTIFC of Trinidad and Tobago and the 

Investment Bankers, Oppenheimer.  So, again, financial service is one 

of the areas that we want to develop.   

The other service areas that are part of the agreement include: 

travel and tourism, ICT, the maritime sector, education services, 

construction services, recreational services, health, wellness and 
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related services, cultural services, sporting services, energy services, 

port services, distribution services, research and development 

services, transport services and computer-related services.  

The fifth area relates to investment, and in terms of investment 

the agreement provides for the negotiation of a bilateral agreement 

one year after entry into force of this agreement, and the bilateral 

investment treaty would seek to promote investments and protect 

investors of both parties.   

As I mentioned before, the intention when we bring investors, 

or potential investors, to Trinidad is not necessarily only to invest in 

1.3 million people, nor maybe 6 million people in the Caricom, nor 

even sometimes the CARIFORUM region of 20 million people, but 

certainly to look at a much wider market of 600 million people on our 

doorstep where, in many instances, we have bilateral agreements with 

and we will continue to negotiate those bilateral agreements.  

There are also processes and procedures within the agreement 

to deal with legal and institutional arrangements with regard to 

settlement of disputes that will either be dealt with directly, as part of 

this Partial Scope Agreement, or in line with the dispute settlement 

body of the WTO. 



48 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. V. Bharath (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Mr. Vice-President, I think I have outlined much of the detail in 

the agreement, as well as, of course, the benefits to the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  But let me say that this agreement, on its own, 

is not going to fulfil the basic requirements of a trade policy by any 

government.  This has to be part of a myriad of initiatives taken by the 

Government.   

This is just one bow in the whole armoury that the Government 

is projecting to ensure that we can develop economic activity and 

create new jobs for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  Therefore, the 

full force of the agreement is made clear when it is taken into account 

in conjunction with other initiatives that have been developed by the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment, particularly with regard 

to improving the domestic trading environment.  

So, therefore, I just want to highlight some of those initiatives 

that have taken place over the last three or four years—in fact, the last 

four and a half years—by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and 

Investment and much of which I have to also thank my predecessor, 

Mr. Stephen Cadiz, for laying the platform and putting things into 

place to allow these things to happen: the formulation of a trade policy 

for 2013—2017.  As I mentioned before, this country suffered from a 
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lack of a trade policy from the years 2002 to 2010, so this is the first 

since 2002—since 2000, in fact—that we have had a trade policy that 

plans and maps out what happens in the area of trade, as far as the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago is concerned.   

We moved steadfastly to strengthen the trade facilitation 

environment with the introduction of the Chemistry, Food and Drugs 

Division to TTBizLink.  So they are now on TTBizLink, being able to 

process certificates and licences in a much speedier manner—that is, 

the single electronic window, of course: the formulation and advocacy 

of Trinidad and Tobago’s positions on strategic initiatives at the 

Caricom level which is the Council of Trade and Economic 

Development, for example, the protocol on free circulation of goods, 

the protocol on free zones, the protocol to amend Article 83 and the 

consolidation of the CSME; the conduct of doing business that is run 

currently by ExporTT for targeted foreign markets in Costa Rica and 

in other places where we do have bilateral agreements.  

And ExporTT also, I just want to make brief mention of them 

because they have been doing a tremendous amount of work in 

facilitating exports to many markets.  They publish information on 

each of the markets in which they find that there is interest from 
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manufacturers in Trinidad and Tobago.  They present information on 

the trade environment, on trade barriers, on the restriction of imports, 

packaging and labelling requirements, customs regulations, and also 

in many cases, provide co-financing for many small manufacturers 

who need to have financing for such issues such as product 

registration and testing and shipping of samples, for example, to trade 

shows.  Again, I want to extend my congratulations to the board and 

the management of ExporTT for being able to provide that level of 

support.   

The Ministry has also, in the last four and a half years, provided 

significant support for sectors such as the food and beverage sector, 

yachting and marine services sector, amongst others.  And just to also 

record some of the successes of the food and beverage sector, for 

several years now the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment has 

been accompanying the private sector, and in the last two years have 

led private sector delegations to the New York Fancy Food Fair.    

Out of that, manufacturers today in Trinidad and Tobago are 

supplying markets as far-flung as France and Australia.  Several of 

them who have accompanied us are now in places like Walmart, Giant 

Supermarkets, Safeway and Saint Bres, in the United Kingdom.  
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Therefore, all of this has come out of the initiatives taken by the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment in attempting to encourage 

and inveigle and cajole, and sometimes take by the scruff of the neck 

and take them across to make sure that our manufacturers are exposed 

to the right sort of customer, both in terms of scope and in terms of 

scale.   

So, Mr.Vice-President, I want to conclude as I started by stating 

that this initiative is part and parcel of a myriad of policies that the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago has put in place since 2010.  We 

understand very clearly that economic activity is inextricably linked to 

social well-being.  We cannot have one without the other.  The 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago has worked in a very deliberate 

manner, in a carefully planned manner, and have prudently 

implemented a vision that we believe is not short-term in nature, but 

will stand the test of time as far as creating, first of all, a platform, a 

springboard and then allowing us to excel over and above our 

competition, and our competition today is the world, unfortunately.  

We are no longer protected; we are no longer cocooned whereby we 

do not suffer the vagaries of international competition nor what 

happens on a world scale.   



52 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. V. Bharath (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

11.45 a.m.  

Because of the work that has been done by members of my staff 

at the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment—many of whom 

are here, and I want to single out Mr. Randall Karim who is head of 

strategy who is here this morning with us—a lot of the work 

conducted as far as the Single Electronic Window is concerned, that 

has allowed the ease of doing business in Trinidad and Tobago to be 

made a lot easier and for us to have won awards on an international 

scale, is a tremendous tribute to the staff of the Ministry of Trade, 

Industry and Investment. 

Mr. Vice-President, this Panama Partial Scope Agreement 

marks the latest milestone in our trade and economic development and 

the initiation of greater integration in the Central American 

community.  It is this administration’s first completed bilateral trade 

agreement with several other agreements to take place in the very near 

future, El Salvador and Guatemala being two of those.   

We do so on the basis to create a larger market reach for our 

manufacturers in Trinidad and Tobago and allow them to compete on 

an international scale with their competitors.  This Government once 

again has demonstrated its commitment and its determination to keep 
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its promises, promises that we made way back in 2010, we continue to 

keep those promises to pursue a vision for development for all of the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago.  For it is them that we place central to 

our governance model.  

Mr. Vice-President, I beg to move.  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed. 

Mr. Vice-President:  All Senators wishing to participate in the debate 

may do so now.  The hon. Sen. Al-Rawi. 

Sen. Faris Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Mr. Vice-President.  I rise to join in 

contributing to this Bill, the Act to give effect to the Partial Scope 

Trade Agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of 

Panama.  My learned colleague, Sen. Vasant Bharath, has had the 

pleasure as Minister to pilot this Bill.  It is refreshing and good to see 

him stand in this Parliament.  It has been a long while since we have 

had the pleasure of his contribution.  Indeed he has moved so far to 

my left and to the right of the Government, a little bit more he would 

be in the media gallery.  So we are very happy to see that he has 

survived the cut and thrust of governmental changes, he being one of 

three last soldiers standing opposite us now from the original 

Parliament.  So good for the hon. Minister to actually keep his seat, 
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albeit much further down displaced.   

Sen. Hadeed:  That is irrelevant. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Mr. Vice-President, Sen. Hadeed says that Sen. 

Bharath spoke nonsense. I disagree with that.   

Sen. Bharath started with lots of gusto and steam, spent a good half of 

his contribution talking about the People’s Partnership, now UNC 

basket that it is, and then eventually got down to some reflection on 

the Bill a little bit later on.  It therefore falls to this side of the Senate 

to deal with the purpose of this legislation and to understand where we 

are.  But Sen. Bharath in running out of steam as he did, perhaps did 

so because it is hard to believe the unbelievable.  [Desk thumping]  

After all, Sen. Bharath would have us believe that the royal “we” that 

he speaks about is the Government under the leadership of Mrs. 

Persad-Bissessar.   

He had no reflection for the fact that Ken Valley, as Minister of 

Trade, started the process and discussion of South-South trading a 

very long time ago, [Desk thumping] that the dualling of street names 

in Spanish and English in Trinidad and Tobago was an initiative to 

bring about the need for us to speak Spanish to trade with our 

partners.  He gave no reflection that the work of the Ministry of 
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Trade, through successive Governments, brought about the Single 

Electronic Window that he so gleefully boasts about, brought about 

the reforms that Trinidad and Tobago has seen—because that is the 

way UNC treats this population.  It is with a selective approach that 

they manage everything that we deal with and I would touch upon that 

in my contribution.  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Vice-President, we are here as a Parliament to make laws 

for the peace, order and good governance of our citizens under the 

Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago because the laws 

of Trinidad and Tobago require us to bring to life treaty obligations 

which we have signed on to.  This partial scope agreement with the 

Republic of Panama executed some two years ago cannot be law in 

Trinidad and Tobago unless we pass it into law.  That is the 

distinction between the monistic school of law and the dualistic school 

of law.  In the dualistic school of law, we take international treaty 

obligation and we must make it part of our laws.   

This Bill, Mr. Vice-President, on the face of it, appears to be 

quite a simple Bill.  It is, after all, only some seven clauses long with 

an agreement attached to it by way of schedule, and the seven clauses 

that bring to life this partial scope agreement, this agreement between 
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the Republic of Panama and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 

that agreement itself is a significant point for discussion.  It is six parts 

long, 30 clauses long, it has four annexes to it which speak to very 

important mechanisms that Trinidad and Tobago needs to be aware of.   

The hon. Minister of Trade, Industry and Investment tells us he 

met no trade and investment policy, and he tells us this Government 

has spent time doing that.  Well, why should we accept that from the 

hon. Minister?  If it is so important an achievement, why is it that the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment website itself does not 

even reflect that?  Why is it that five years later we are still debating 

by guess, from week to week, what the business of the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago is in this Parliament because we have no 

legislative agenda?   

The population has no line of sight as to what its 

parliamentarians are going to be discussing, and the hon. Minister 

comes here to give himself accolades, much like some people give 

themselves silk.  He gives himself accolades, the Government 

accolades, not reflecting upon the fact that Trinidad and Tobago has to 

have some accountability.  Hon. Minister, Sen. Henry often puts on 

the Parliament floor the following position: if after the expenditure of 
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nearly $300 billion you do not have a scintilla of development or 

progress in your country, something is wrong because it should 

happen if only by mistake.  [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Vice-President, let me deal with where we are as a country.  

Let me deal where this Bill sits in the context of Trinidad and Tobago.  

We are an oil and gas producing country, our heavy reliance is upon 

gas, we have seen this Government come into office in 2010, back 

then the mantra was diversification, diversification, diversification.  

Sen. Bharath speaks about expenditure at e Teck for some $80 million 

and he said after the PNM spent $2 billion.  He did not reflect upon 

the fact that the $2 billion was spent on industrial estate development, 

and that this Government after $300 billion has not produced one 

single revenuegenerating aspect of this economy.  Not one.  And 

where are we in the context of this Bill?   

Let us listen to what the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago 

had to say.  After $300 billion in expenditure, the economic bulletin of 

the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, dated February 2015, says 

that the general government debt to GDP as a percentage has risen 

from 2010 from 35.3 per cent, now in 2014 to 41.6 per cent.  It says 

that the current account balance in 2010 was 19.7, but in 2014 we are 
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now at 10.1.  It says that the real GDP in Trinidad and Tobago has 

gone nowhere and, Mr. Vice-President, let me put this into context.   

Panama as a country who we are entering into trade discussions 

with, let us put Trinidad and Tobago side by side with Panama.  

Where does Panama sit versus Trinidad and Tobago?  Would you 

believe, Mr. Vice-President, that the GDP of Panama stands at close 

to US $42 billion, the GDP of Trinidad and Tobago stands at 

somewhere close at highest to $30 billion rounding upward; the 

population of the Panama stands at 3.864 million, we are less than half 

of that at 1.341 million; the per capita income to the average citizen of 

Trinidad and Tobago is US $18,000 to $20,000 per annum, whereas 

that for Panama is US $11,000 per annum.   

So Trinidad and Tobago, at less than half the population, a 

higher per capita income rate for its people, is watching a GDP close 

to that of Panama, but can we say that we are on equal footing?  That 

is the question in the expenditure of our dollars as we compare the 

entry of market actors into the Panama situation, and the entry of 

market actors from Panama to Trinidad and Tobago.  So what do we 

see?  We see the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago telling us that 

our economic bulletin statement says after $300 billion or 15 years of 
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expenditure, we are certainly with less reserves, our debt to GDP ratio 

is significantly higher, and what have we got for our dollar?  That is 

the question in the enabling environment.  

What we have is the hon. Minister, on the accolade, saying: 

“The World Bank has given us accolades.  We are in the top 10.”  Top 

10 in relation to what?  To the passage of legislation, Mr. Vice-

President?  It is not the passage of legislation that matters to the 

people.  It is the “operationalization” of that legislation.  [Desk 

thumping]  So whilst the World Bank may look and say, right, you 

now have all of the tickets for the lottery, question is: did you win the 

lottery?  And in the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment what 

stands out to me as spectacular, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and 

Investment website speaks to things like the promulgation and 

passage of the Data Protection Act, it speaks to the Electronic 

Transactions Act, it speaks to the national budget statements, it speaks 

to proposed Telecommunications (Amdt.) Act, National ICT Plan.   

The hon. Minister has not told us the Data Protection Act is not 

yet fully proclaimed or operationalized at all after nearly four years on 

the books of Trinidad and Tobago.  He has not told us that the 

Electronic Transactions Act, the heart and soul of its operationality is 
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nowhere near proclamation yet,  it having passed in 2011. We are now 

in 2015.  So this Government is long on check boxes and ticks as 

opposed to actual performance, and soon enough, Mr. Vice-President, 

the World Bank and other international agencies are going to look into 

us and realize that this is a charade Government.  [Desk thumping]  

This is a Government of smoke and mirrors that cannot explain where 

the money of the people of Trinidad and Tobago has gone to.  

Mr. Vice-President, when we look to the Financial Stability 

Report of Trinidad and Tobago, what do we see?  The Central Bank of 

Trinidad and Tobago in that Financial Stability Report 2014 says: 

“Central Bank is currently monitoring four key vulnerabilities 

in Trinidad and Tobago’s financial system.   

…Heavy Dependence on Energy Sector,  

…High Level of Household Indebtedness,  

…Historically Low Domestic Interest Rates,  

…Rising Financial Interconnectedness in the Caribbean.”   

Well, where are we after 15 years of money spent in five years, in 

relation to divestment away from heavy dependence on the energy 

sector?  Where are we? 

12.00 noon  
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Does the Minister reflect upon the positions set out inside of the 

Central Bank’s document, the Monetary Policy Report, December 

2014?  Here is what this monetary report speaks to.  It speaks to 

downward trends across the sector and those downward trends are to 

be seen in—sorry, it is the Economic Bulletin 2015, forgive me, not 

the latter document referred to.  What does it speak to?  It speaks to 

spare capacity in the manufacturing sector.   

Let us bring the facts on the table after 15 years of expenditure 

in five years.  Would it surprise you to learn the manufacturing; food, 

drink and tobacco; assembly type and related utilities—as 

compared—chemicals and non-metallic minerals, we are in quarter 

three of 2014 with a 68.9 per cent spare capacity in manufacturing; 

food, drink and tobacco?  Let me repeat that figure: 68.9 per cent 

lying idle.  Where are we in relation to assembly- type and related 

industries?  51.2 per cent spare capacity, lying idle.  Where are we in 

the Minister’s reflections that nitrogenous fertilizers that there has 

been a curtailment by issue and a decline of 0.7 per cent?  Where are 

we in the reflections of suppressed methanol production in Trinidad 

and Tobago?  Where are we with iron and steel downturn and 

diminished capacity?  Where are we with the mixed production 
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figures in agriculture?   

The point is, this Government would have the population 

believe all sorts of things but in creating the enabling environment as 

we do, in this Bill, in the Schedules of the Agreement between 

Trinidad and Tobago and Panama, we are trying to make sure that the 

manufacturing producers in Trinidad and Tobago compete efficiently 

with good productivity ratios, and can ensure that the market actors in 

Trinidad and Tobago can still be around.   

So let me bring forward now some of what the Minister does 

not have the courage to bring forward.  What are some of the things 

affecting the manufacturing industry in Trinidad and Tobago?  One, 

foreign exchange.  Two, the actual rate of foreign exchange.  Three, 

natural gas supply.  Four, the cost of electricity.  Five, the cost of 

water and sewerage services.  Six, the cost of labour.  Where are we in 

Trinidad and Tobago right now in relation to that?   

As an energy dependant country, we earn our substantial 

revenue from the sale of LNG, in particular, as one product.  We are 

torn as a nation in saying gas supply has to be distributed between two 

essential sectors—well, three.  One, power generation capacity; we 

need electricity to make it work; two, the Point Lisas Industrial Estate 
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which uses natural gas in its production of iron and steel which is 

under this agreement  by way of example or in fertilizers which is 

under this agreement by way of example; and three, we need to also 

make sure that the LNG cargoes can be produced.   

The fact is, the Point Lisas Industrial Estate has suffered a 30 

per cent decline in the supply of natural gas, commonly referred to as 

curtailment issues.  Thirty per cent curtailment in natural gas by the 

National Gas Company of Trinidad and Tobago.  I am going to spend 

a little time on them this afternoon.  That is what we call “PP 

Happiness Company”.  [Desk thumping]  All their advertising 

campaigns are happiness with a focus on PP and maybe it was 

Freudian that they should do that.  So while we have curtailment in 

the natural gas supply and the Point Lisas Industrial Estate is near 

breakdown and shutdown levels, the hon. Minister is trying to tell us 

that trade and investment is guaranteed to go forward into Panama. 

But it gets worse than that.  I mentioned the fact that natural gas 

is used in relation to the production of electricity.  This Government 

has not reflected upon a gross dereliction of duty by the Prime 

Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.  And what is that?  Trinidad and 

Tobago saw the establishment of Trinidad and Tobago Generation 
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Unlimited, power producing plant designed to feed the industrial 

estates.  It was designed specifically to see the birthing of our 

manufacturing sector, of our downstream gas industry, so that we can 

use our natural gas supply to come up with better value for money 

instead of being reliant upon spot trading of cargo for so long as it 

exists, or taking the netback price at the wellhead for Henry Hub 

prices at 2.75 per MMBtu or now at 2.25 per MMBtu.  We said let us 

use the gas onshore.  But to do that, you have to have power 

generation capacity.   

Mr. Vice-President, Panama currently sells electricity at close 

to US $15 to US $16 per kilowatt hour. Trinidad and Tobago, right 

now, sells electricity somewhere close to US $5 per hour.  But 

Trinidad Generation Unlimited—[Interruption] 

Hon. Senator:  Cents.  Cannot use dollars. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Cents, forgive me, cents.  That is correct.  The 

world average industrial electricity rates is in relation to cents.  Thank 

you, hon. Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs.  Hopefully you had 

a productive discussion with the board of NGC and  you are going to 

announce that they are going to be fired.  But anyway, the fact is that 

when you look at 0.5 cents per kilowatt and you look at 0.15 cents to 
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0.16 cents per kilowatt—0.5 cents in Trinidad; 0.15 cents in 

Panama—where are we headed to?   

While this Government is bold enough through the Prime 

Minister to say: 

“No cuts in social programmes” 

Story by Juhel Browne, March 08, 2015, Trinidad Express.   

“Non-energy sector earns $13b for T&T…” 

Again, the Express by Kelvin Baldeosingh, March 06, 2015. 

“On board economic diversification train” 

Where are we headed to in terms of energy cost that the Government 

is not telling us?   

Mr. Vice-President, when one determines the cost of power, 

you must look to the power purchase agreements that exist in Trinidad 

and Tobago and we have three independent power producers.  We 

have Trinity Power, PowerGen and we have Trinidad Generation 

Unlimited.  When you look to the cost of energy, you are going to see 

that there is a charge for capacity and a charge for energy.  When you 

look to the monthly bill, as we had in the Joint Select Committees of 

Parliament, when T&TEC was interviewed, in the public domain as I 

heard it, T&TEC is now obliged to pay $51 million a month to TGU.  
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And, Mr. Vice-President, it is required to pay $13.15 million per 

month to NGC for gas to produce power.  That results, according to 

T&TEC, in an energy charge of $125.40 per kVA.   

What does the regulated industry say?  That industrial charge, 

right now in Trinidad and Tobago, is $41 to $43 per kVA right now.  

Inside of the Joint Select Committee, in the public domain, we now 

know T&TEC is running at a massive loss every month.  So what is 

the Government not telling us?  The Government is not telling us that 

T&TEC is demanding, right now in Trinidad and Tobago, that 

industrial consumers be subjected to an increase in their rates from 

$41 to $43 per kilovolt to $125.40.  That is a fact in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  A well-hidden fact!  I have raised this point in the Senate 

three times now.  Sen. Ganga Singh stood up and said, “That cannot 

be so, the RIC regulates the rate.”  Well, tell T&TEC that because that 

takes between Panama to Trinidad, it takes the Panama consumption, 

Mr. Vice-President—remember we reflected on cents per kilovolt, let 

us look at what it says there.   

The world average industrial electricity rates, average industrial 

rates, US cents—sorry, per kilowatt hour, not kilovolt—Panama, as I 

told you, close to 0.15 cents.  Do you know where this $125 takes 
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Trinidad and Tobago?  It takes us close to 0.20 cents.  So our 

manufacturers—[Interruption] 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Mr. Vice-President. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:—are receiving positions that tell us—[Interruption] 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Mr. Vice-President— 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  “I ent hear no Standing Order.”   

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Can I please—[Interruption] 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I am not ready to give way. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:—rise on a point of order, please? 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Sure.   

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Standing Order 34(a).   

Mr. Vice-President:  Repeat, please. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Standing Order 34(a).  I wish to raise a point of 

order. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Standing Order 34(a): 

“Interruptions 

A Senator shall not interrupt another Senator except— 

(a) by rising to a point of order, whereupon the Senator 

speaking shall resume his seat and the Senator 

interrupting shall simply direct attention to the point 
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which he desires to bring to notice and submit it to the 

President or Chairman for decision;” 

What is the point of order, may I ask? 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  Yes, the point of order I wish to make, Mr. Vice-

President, and I want to pose it by way of a question to Sen. Al-Rawi. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Sorry, Mr. Vice-President, I object.  Standing 

Order 34(a), you have just read 34(a), what is the point of order?   

Mr. Vice-President:  Please, please, Senator, please. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  I wish to make—[Interruption] 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  You cannot “explatiate”, you cannot “explatiate”.   

Mr. Vice-President:  Please, Sen. Al-Rawi, allow—please, Minister.  

I read 34(a), and I have asked the Minister to please state his point of 

order.   

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Well, he has stated— 

Mr. Vice-President:  So please state your point of order, please, 

Minister. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  The point of order, Mr. Vice-President, is that the 

hon. Senator might be using the Parliament in order to explore 

matters. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I object.  It is a matter of privilege.  I object to this. 
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Mr. Vice-President:  Please, please.  I would rule on the point of 

order. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  I wish to make— 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Standing Orders— 

Mr. Vice-President:  I will rule on the point of order.  [Continuous 

crosstalk]  Please, Sen. Al-Rawi, I am standing on my feet and I have 

said that I will rule on his point of order. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I am sitting.  Thank you, Sir.   

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  The hon. Senator is using the Parliament to raise 

issues in the Parliament in which—where he is also a legal 

representative for clients.   

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I object, I object, I object, Sir. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Please, please be seated. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  And this is not the first time he has done it, Mr. 

Vice-President.   

Mr. Vice-President:  Minister, I have listened to you and therefore, I 

rule the point of order that you have said, I will allow Sen. Al-Rawi to 

continue. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Is it unparliamentary to describe something as 

arrant nonsense?  [Desk thumping]  That something?  You know, the 
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hon. Minister is a gentleman who aspires to high Caribbean office, 

that contribution alone disqualifies him.  [Desk thumping]  Nonsense!   

Mr. Vice-President, I am speaking to information.  I have 

disclosed the source of my information being the televised Joint Select 

Committee that investigated T&TEC in the full glare of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  I am entitled as a Senator to speak to this [Desk thumping] 

and to put the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago on alert that T&TEC, 

because of its gone-bust position in relation to its massive “outpay” to 

NGC in terms of gas and also to TGU in terms of power consumption, 

that the manufacturing sector is going to be put under the boot of the 

mismanagement of Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar’s Government [Desk 

thumping] and that affects this Bill because we are talking to the 

economic environment that we put together in relation to this, and 

shame on the Minister, Bhoe Tewarie, for his arrant nonsense put 

before this Parliament.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  You are always using the Parliament to advocate 

your— 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  You cannot put on your microphone, you can 

contribute.   

Mr. Vice-President, thin-skinned as they are, the UNC, 
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schooled in deceit as they are.  Mr. Vice-President, we are talking 

to—[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  You have to withdraw that remark.  

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  No.   

12.15p.m.   

Mr. Vice-President:  Senator, I do not believe that the language that 

you have used presently is not to be parliamentary language.  Could 

you please withdraw the word, “deceit” as you have said the entire 

Government that you seem to be saying is deceit? 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Sure.  Thank you.  I will withdraw if my learned 

Vice-President perceives that I have spoken to the Government.  I said 

the UNC.  Sen. Tewarie, last time I checked, is a member of the COP.  

I certainly was not talking about him.  But I withdraw, nonetheless, 

any reference of imputation of improper purpose to the Government.   

Mr. Vice-President:  Thank you. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Sir, thin-skinned as they are; thin-

skinned as they are.  Anyway, Mr. Vice-President, let us deal with the 

business of Trinidad and Tobago, the creation of the economic 

environment that my learned colleague, Sen. Bharath, so gleefully 

boasts about this afternoon.  How much longer he survives in that 
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chair is going to be interesting.   

Mr. Vice-President, the economic bulletin of the Central Bank of 

Trinidad and Tobago, put into the context of the discussion of this 

debate, is one part of it.  The cost of electricity for our manufacturing 

sector is a serious consequent.  I hope that the Minister of Energy and 

Energy Industries will speak to this issue.  I hope that the Minister of 

Trade, in his wind up, will speak to this issue.  Tell Trinidad and 

Tobago whether T&TEC is in fact demanding $125 or thereabout per 

kVA.  Yes or no?  Will there be a rate increase in T&TEC because of 

the losses suffered by T&TEC in relation to TGU and why have losses 

been suffered?  Because this Government has failed to bring to life the 

industrial estates laid down across Trinidad and Tobago for which, as 

the Minister reflected, some $2 billion was spent in e Teck. 

Mr. Vice-President, let us put this further.  Is Trinidad and 

Tobago aware that Digicel is currently fibre optic laying all of 

Trinidad and Tobago?  That they, according to public information, are 

spending close to US $50billion in the Caribbean to close the 

information gap between Trinidad and Tobago and complete the loop 

running to North America?  Why do I raise that?  ICT, financial 

services.  But it is the Government’s participation and coordination 
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into that ICT highway that is going to be created that is important.  

After all, that allows schools to have full wide broadband Internet 

connectivity.  It allows medical records in hospitals to be dealt with.   

The hon. Minister spoke about having to bail out the 

Scarborough General Hospital.  He spoke about the San Fernando 

Teaching Hospital being the first one created in 50 years.  What he did 

not tell you is that the San Fernando Teaching Hospital still does not 

have doctors in it because they took half the doctors from the San 

Fernando General Hospital, put them across to the new hospital now 

both under-serviced.  What he did not tell you is that the cost per bed 

at the San Fernando Teaching Hospital is 10 times the cost of the 

Scarborough General Hospital.  [Desk thumping]  He will not tell you 

those facts.  So, hon. Minister, do not come here and try to fool the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago, most respectfully, through you Mr. 

Vice-President.   

Where do we stand on water and sewerage?  Where are the 

take-or-pay obligations discussions to the manufacturing sector?  Is 

the manufacturing sector being asked to take take-or-pay obligations 

in respect of WASA?  But, let us come to the golden issue now on the 

table, natural gas supply.  Mr. Vice-President, natural gas is an 
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essential commodity to much of the manufacturing sector.  In the first 

instance, it is an indirect resource via electricity generation, as I put it, 

or water generation, be it through the desalination companies, power 

consumption, et cetera.  But natural gas is also a live feedstock issue 

into Atlantic LNG, et cetera.   

Where are we on natural gas?  Where is the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago in explaining, and I hope the Minister of Energy 

and Energy Affairs speaks to this.  Why is it that the National Gas 

Company cannot sign across the Point Lisas Industrial Estate and 

elsewhere, in sufficient time with adequate manoeuvring to allow for 

foreseeable projections on behalf of companies resident there?  Why 

are they not signing off on their gas supply contracts?   

The reason is, in my humble estimation, always hearing from 

the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries.  “Ah still cyah hear 

‘bout” National Quarries and the state of that investigation and the 

theft of state land and Gopaul and Company’s theft of the people’s 

property of Trinidad and Tobago and “ah still cyah” hear about a 

number of other issues, including the sign off of the master gas plan 

for Trinidad and Tobago and why  is it we are leaving it for the expiry 

point to come about and there is no replacement issue for cushion gas 
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supply being spoken of?  

We have not heard from the Minister of Energy and Energy 

Industries, but what I can tell you, Mr. Vice-President, is that perhaps 

the population is left to wonder, perhaps NGC is overwhelmed, 

because after all, how one spends $1 million worth of carnival tickets 

in a short carnival season is perhaps the reason why people are too 

inebriated or distracted to get down to their work at NGC.  Perhaps it 

is a reflection that the board of directors at NGC has to answer.   

But Mr. Vice-President, what concerns me seriously about this 

enabling environment that the hon. Minister of Trade put on to the 

table is: where is the discussion?  He says it is value for all the people 

of Trinidad and Tobago.  In the NGC we can see a map from Trinidad 

and Tobago, a map of Trinidad and Tobago, headed National Gas 

Company of Trinidad and Tobago Community Relations 

Contributions Cumulative—my eyes are getting a little old.  Here it is, 

Community Relations Contributions Cumulative Budgeted and 

Reactive Contributions Per Constituency January 2013 to June2014.  

Since when is NGC involved in the business of tracking expenditure 

per constituency in Trinidad and Tobago?   

Since when is it expenditure for all by the lion share of money 
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sitting in NGC, when we see Couva South of $94 million-odd, nearly 

$95 million spent in the constituencies in creating this enabling 

environment. 

Sen. Maharaj:  I do not know what is the relevance of NGC’s 

contribution, and so on, to the Partial Scope Agreement of Panama. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Thin-skinned, thin-skinned. 

Sen. Maharaj:  While he says I am thin-skinned I take umbrage to 

that, Mr. Vice-President. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Sen. Al-Rawi, we are debating—and I want you 

to read through—an Act to give effect to the Partial Scope Trade 

Agreement.  Why there is some little attitude around, please keep the 

debate in keeping with what we are doing today. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I am guided, Mr. Vice-President.  Thank you, Sir.  

But may I seat the relevance of my discussion squarely within the 

confines of the Bill?  This Bill, in discussing the access of 230 

products versus 248 products on a reciprocal basis between Trinidad 

and Tobago and Panama, squarely sits within the enabling 

environment as put on to this table by the hon. Minister of Trade.  It is 

he, after all, who spoke to money for all in Trinidad and Tobago.  He 

spoke about the map of expenditure in Trinidad and Tobago.  He 
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spoke of the enabling environment.  I have squarely put before this 

honourable Senate, the fact that natural gas is an essential element to 

be reflected upon and, therefore, the workings of the NGC in its 

efficiency in making sure that the manufacturing sector can still be in 

existence to enjoy the 248 versus 230 products.  

And, therefore, Mr. Vice-President, I hope to persuade you, 

relevance having been established, that the Natural Gas Company of 

Trinidad and Tobago has a lot to answer when, instead of focusing 

upon the supply of gas to the Point Lisas Industrial Estate, they are 

busy setting about explanations as to how they have spent $95 million 

on reactive expenditure per constituency.  Is this the EBC started all 

over again, constituency boundaries per the NGC?  One has to 

wonder, what is the Government of Trinidad and Tobago doing?   

How do we seat there?  The articles in the Express, for instance, 

would speak to: “Spending Spree” by Asha Javeed, February 28, 2015 

in the Express.  How do we speak to “Expensive Happiness at NGC” 

by Asha Javeed again, March 01, 2015 in the Express?  How do we 

speak to “Worried About Safety of NGC Audit Team” by Asha 

Javeed?  Express again, March 08, 2015.  How do we speak to 

“Contributions by Constituency”?   Again, an article by Asha Javeed 
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March 07, 2015; all speaking to the enabling environment of the 

National Gas Company of Trinidad and Tobago as properly put in the 

context of this debate. 

Mr. Vice-President, we as a nation are watching madness afoot.  

We are watching a situation in Trinidad and Tobago where a five-

year-old child had to watch the murder of her mother in front of her 

by the mother’s companion.  That young lady is a constituent of mine.  

Her mother, in Marabella, works in San Fernando West and so—

[Interruption]  

Sen. Maharaj:  Standing Order 34(a), Mr. Vice-President. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  What is the point of order? 

Sen. Maharaj:  Standing Order 34(a).  I am very curious to find out 

which constituency Sen. Al-Rawi is a Member of Parliament for.   

Sen. Maharaj:  No, no I am asking on a point of order. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Please, he does not have to be in Parliament to 

live in a constituency.  He made notes of constituents.  So, therefore, 

please continue.  I would like you to keep the connection, please. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Yes, Sir. I am well connected.  My friends 

opposite, their job is to try to disconnect me by making frivolous 

allegations, by coming up with new and novel points of law, all sorts 
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of things.  But the fact is I am very relevant because the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago consider these points to be immensely relevant 

because it is the quality of life for our citizens that we are speaking 

about. 

Sen. Bharath was at pains to point out what we are talking 

about in this enabling environment.   

Let me help my learned friend, Sen. Maharaj, to track this 

debate.  Cultural change, Sen. Bharath spoke about, not just talking 

the talk, working on every facet through investment.   

We decided to look at south south, how easy it is to make work.  

Public Utilities, we lit 163 grounds in four and a half years, as 

opposed to 84 in 10 years of the PNM.  That is relevant!  How are we 

affording to light those grounds at $125.40 per kVA?  Who is paying 

for that?   

Mr. Vice-President, had lighting been better, would murder be 

avoided?  Would criminality reduce?  “But after de party done fuh de 

UNC”, in the next general election, the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago have to still wake up the next morning and suffer the 

consequences of this gross mismanagement by this Government.  

[Desk thumping]  We, the people of Trinidad and Tobago, have to 
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pass a budget in 2015, September or October, as it will be due under 

the Constitution, trying to find money from nowhere.   

Mr. Vice-President, listen to what the Minister of Labour and 

Small and Micro Enterprise Development said on the public platform 

the other night, quoted in the newspapers.  He said the PP 

Government passed —the Prime Minister said it last night, I heard her 

on television— 83 collective agreements.  You, Sir, are a man of the 

trade union cloth in a different incarnation.   

Sen. Maharaj:  Mr. Vice-President, Standing Order, 35(1), what is 

the relevance of Minister Mc Leod’s statement on agreement signed to 

the Partial Scope Agreement? 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I will connect it. 

Mr. Vice-President:  Please, make a connection. 

Sen. Maharaj:  The connection is long in coming.  

Mr. Vice-President:  Thank you, Sir.  Mr. Vice-President, children 

often play with something called a Jack in the Box, something that 

jumps out quickly from the box and you have to figure out what it is.  

So let me try to deal with these constant interruptions by my learned 

colleague, Sen. Maharaj.  The fact is the productivity ratio for the 

manufacturing sector is at stake.  The labour environment is a critical 
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environment at stake in the discussion of this Bill.   

12.30p.m.  

We are looking to where employees are coming from, where 

“make work programmes” come about.  Sen. Bharath was at pains to 

talk about “lappe and douen”, coming supposedly from the mouths of 

PNM members. Did he forget Sen. Ganga Singh in a different 

incarnation, when he referred to URP and CEPEP people as 

“corbeau”, digging peoples’ eyes out, and pigs feeding from “ah 

barrel and ah trough”?  [Desk thumping] Sen. Ganga Singh did not say 

that; he would say?  It is on the parliamentary record.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Sen. G. Singh:  Mr. Vice-President—[Interruption] 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I will give way to you. 

Sen. G. Singh:  No, no, no, no.  What you talk about “pigs feeding 

from ah trough”, I never said that about URP workers.  

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  You said it! 

Sen. G. Singh:  I said that the contactors—and it is a phrase, in a text 

written by Arianna Huffington—“pigs at the trough”.  It is very much 

a political term. [Desk thumping]  

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I will always give way to the Leader of 
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Government Business.  The fact is, revisionist as he may be tended to 

be today, [Laughter] the Hansard would speak for itself.  [Desk 

thumping]  

The fact is, that in looking at the enabling environment as Sen. 

Bharath has put before us, I want to state for the record, yet again, 

whilst the UNC had put forward 83 collective agreements, the PNM, 

for a similar period, put forward 164 collective agreements.  I do not 

bring that from a hat by way of revisionism.  These are the statistics 

from the Industrial Court in their registry of [Desk thumping] 

collective agreements, for collective agreements in general, essential 

services and special tribunals. These are not invented facts.   

When we look at that, and we look at productivity, how do we 

explain Trinidad and Tobago witnessing after $300 billion nearly in 

expenditure by this Government, the police and prison services 

protesting about their wage negotiations?  The Airports Authority has 

people of similar rank to the police service earning two and a half 

times what a policeman earns.  Could this be a consequence of the 

capricious cancellation of the Public Sector Negotiations Committee 

that Mrs. Persad-Bissessar led in 2010?   

Could this be the reason why the left hand of Government does 
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not know what the right hand of state enterprise is doing?  Could this 

be why business in Trinidad and Tobago and safety and crime is at 

risk in this country, now?  Where does Sen. Bharath and the UNC 

live?  Hopefully, not in the constant champagne parties that UNC 

financiers are boasting to have.  [Desk thumping]  What I can tell you 

is, that people of Trinidad and Tobago, on the ground in Trinidad and 

Tobago feel disaffected, disassociated, they are angry about the failure 

of the Government expenditure reaching them effectively, be they 

policemen, customs officers.  

Mr. Vice-President:  Senator.  Sen. Al-Rawi, whilst you are in full 

flight, the time now is 12.33, you have expired your regular speaking 

time.  I will now propose to have the lunch period.  I would break for 

lunch and, therefore, if it is the desire of your colleagues to give you 

the extra 15 minutes, you will so do after lunch.   

So in light of that, the sitting is now suspended until 1.33 p.m. 

12.33p.m.:  Sitting suspended.  

1.33p.m.:  Sitting resumed 

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, when we suspended for the break, 

Sen. Al-Rawi was on his feet, and his original speaking time had 
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expired. 

Motion made: That the hon. Senator’s speaking time be 

extended by 15 minutes. [Sen. Dr. L. Henry]   

Question put and agreed to.  

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping] 

Welcome back to the honourable Chair of this Senate.  Before the 

break, we were having a rather animate discussion about some of the 

issues plaguing the manufacturing sector and the market actors in 

Trinidad and Tobago, and in particular, the issue of the enabling 

environment around the operationality, this partial scope agreement.   

I had put onto the public record that there was a serious concern 

in relation to electricity costs, and in relation to the natural gas supply, 

and the operationality of the NGC.  For the clarity of the record, I 

wish to put that the information made available to discuss these issues 

came about by way of the Joint Select Committee into the 

examination of T&TEC, which occurred right here in the Parliament 

of Trinidad and Tobago last year. 

Indeed, Madam President, that was supplemented by information 

available in the public domain as well, in particular, the world 

agencies which speak to—and if you would permit me—in particular 
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the world agencies which speak to the comparative rates per average 

industrial rates in U.S. cents, as obtained from the Latin America and 

Caribbean Energy-Economic Information System Energy Statistics 

2012.  From Canada’s electricity industry, Canadian Electricity 

Association, the United Kingdom, European Commission, Eurostat 

and the US Energy Information administration, March 2012. 

So I want to put it clear on to the record, that available in 

Trinidad and Tobago, is this information as to the prejudice that we as 

a country face, in the creation of the enabling environment 

surrounding this Bill.  Minister Bharath’s contribution to this 

Parliament is that the enabling environment is the essential aspect to 

be analysed.   

Madam President, I wish to speak to a few more points before 

my time expires.  I hope that the learned Vice-President left you a 

little note on injury time.  I am sure that will be added on soon 

enough.  But, if I may, I was speaking to manpower positions.  I was 

speaking to the truth of the information available again, from the 

public registry that is the information on collective agreements as 

exist in the Industrial Court.  I was putting that whilst the UNC boasts 

of 83 agreements being settled, that the PNM for similar period, had 
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settled over 164.  I was saying that the enabling environment and the 

sick-out, mere industrial relations action that we are hearing of in the 

police service, in the fire service, in the prison division, all of these 

factors affect our productivity.   

I am very concerned as we deal with customs tariffs in this Bill, 

bringing it into the annexed schedule of this agreement as is 

incorporated.  The partial scope agreement speaks to customs tariffs.  

It speaks to non-trade barriers as well.   

I want to put on record that we as a nation must be very 

concerned that the customs division is currently operating with a 

tremendous shortfall in manpower.  The customs division, in terms of 

its officers, ought to be with a full complement of at least 460 officers.  

The fact is, we are operating in Trinidad and Tobago with 200 

officers, half of that complement.  Fifty people are to be brought into 

the system as recruits, provided that they all matriculate. 

We are supposed to have the customs division operating by the 

use of guards in customs service, that complement should be 234.  We 

are working with 75 guards.  Therefore, customs officers are required 

to work overtime, stretch themselves beyond the limits of their human 

parameters, and our operationality is affected.  I want to make a plea 
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to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, that we need to look at 

the terms and conditions and operating systems as it prevails in 

divisions such as customs. 

In the police, there we have another serious manpower 

shortage. Madam President, the San Fernando City Corporation 

should have 52 officers in the municipal police division.  We are 

operating with 21.  San Fernando West has over 27,000 electors on 

the list, not people; 27,000 electors.  San Fernando East, close to 

27,000; part of Pointe-a-Pierre, take 10,000 from them. We are talking 

about 70,000 people as electors only, not children under 18, not 

people otherwise included.  How do 21 municipal corporation police 

manage that?    

1.40 p.m.  

Is this why we in our country are seeing the epidemic felt at the 

lowest levels of our society where people claimed that they are 

forgotten?  That, Madam President, is certainly not the enabling 

environment that the hon. Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications speaks about.  He speaks of something very different 

from what we speak of .  He reminds me very much of the often 

quoted words attributed to Marie Antoinette where the expression 
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was: “let them eat cake.  Why would they possibly need bread?”  

Well, people in Trinidad and Tobago need bread in more ways than 

one. 

Madam President, I am deeply concerned about the position of 

the National Gas Company.  The National Gas Company, as I have 

put on the record already, in terms of relevance, is one of the enabling 

factors in this entire matrix; both to the Point Lisas Industrial Estate, 

to the Atlantic LNG for sale of our natural gas into LNG and how we 

earn revenue as a country.  We have a serious gas curtailment issue of 

up to 30 per cent of the Point Lisas Industrial Estate and, therefore, 

companies’ viability, they stand on the edge of the precipice.  But 

what do we see, Madam President? 

The hon. Minister, very eloquent as he always is, speaks about 

this wonderful environment of service for all—sun, moon and stars—

all revolving around the figurehead of the hon. Prime Minister of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  But what do we see, Madam President?  We 

see in Trinidad and Tobago that our state enterprises are engaged—as 

described in the Trinidad Express newspaper of February 28, 2015—

on a spending spree.  What is that spending spree about?  That 

spending spree sees ballooning of budgets from $67 million in 2012 to 
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$200 million in 2014.  It sees in the audit report, as quoted in the 

newspaper, weak internal controls resulting in the concealment, 

deliberate or otherwise, of the true extent of the company’s 

expenditure, obligation and commitments.   

There was evidence of corporate communications 

management’s non-compliance with standard requisites.  We have 

seen economic communities budget grow by 114 per cent—$21 

million to $84 million; donations growing by 515 per cent—2012, 

$2.3 million to 2014, $9.13 million.  We see NGC spending $8.4 

million in 2012 for advertisements and, by 2014, 80 per cent increase 

to $20 million.  

What we are seeing is also coverage in the newspapers that the 

draft audit report of the corporate communications management is 

described in press releases by the NGC as a rough draft report.  

Madam President, I received a copy of that draft audit report prepared 

by Marina Dukhedin-Lalla, Wendy Murray-Thomas and Rebecca 

Procope.  That report is scandalous to say the least.   

It is produced in November of 2014.  The department audit 

head wrote to the manager of corporate communications at the end of 

November calling for the standard responses in the standard time 
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frame of one week.  The response of that department was to be done 

by December 05.  We are now past March 05—so that is December, 

January, February, March—we are into the fourth month, not one 

week which is standard, but fourth month.   

We are seeing Trinidad and Tobago—as the new Minister of 

Sport has joined us and, hopefully, will make his maiden contribution 

soon—what we have is a similar situation where you have the head of 

the audit department coming out and saying: “I can stand by my 

facts.”  We saw a similar situation in LifeSport where a Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Finance and the Economy wrote to the 

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Sport saying: “What is going 

on here?”  How did this Government deal with that?  “Long live 

LifeSport!”  Desk thumping!—head of the cheerleading pack, head of 

the Government of Government of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Madam President, goods and services are part of this Bill.  

Facilitation in sport, as the hon. Minister talks about, sports is on the 

line.  The hon. Minister of Sport, as talented as he has been in other 

existence where he has come from, is now in the hot seat.  I want to 

understand that he knows what he is in for, because we certainly do 

not take direction on this side of the Senate on this bench of anything 
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that the Prime Minister has to tell us.   

Imagine, Madam President, the Prime Minister last night 

making an address to the nation saying, in terms of the organization of 

the economy, I should be aware of being thrown under the bus by the 

Leader of the Opposition.  The country has been thrown under the bus 

by the UNC.  [Desk thumping]  The report into the NGC which is now 

four months old, beyond the seven weeks, as an enabling actor to this 

Bill, this is what Trinidad and Tobago is faced with: slogans of 

happiness; PP highlighted smiley face.  That is happiness!  You know 

in Trinidad we have this expression, “Boy dah man real happy.”  

Well, the UNC seems real happy because they are happy not to 

investigate LifeSport; they are happy not to investigate the allegations 

at National Quarries; they seem happy not to investigate “prisongate”; 

they seem happy not to investigate NGC—[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  What about “emailgate”? 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  They seem to be distracted by lavish trinkets where 

Trinidad and Tobago sees constant—you know, we have a lot of bush 

lawyers opposite, you know.   

Sen. Lambert:  “Plenty ah dem.”   

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  “Plenty ah dem.”  One thing I could tell you, 
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Madam President, as they talk about lawyers across the floor, the 

PNM needs no assistance in the law from the UNC.  

Hon. Senators:  “Yuh hire Ramesh!”  [Laughter] 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  None at all.  [Desk thumping]  When we have to 

deal with a situation of a rather thin-skinned Opposition, we have to 

be concerned in Trinidad and Tobago.  We in the PNM take no 

direction from this Government.  We insist on holding the 

Government to account, they must be brought to heel.   

The audit report into the NGC was met—and I want to put this 

on the record—how was this audit report met with?  The company’s 

response was to transfer Miss Lalla and the other senior auditors who 

did the audit, Miss Thomas and the other person to the NEC.  Far 

from taking it seriously, what did they do?  Three people roll up and 

say there is a serious problem—I see the Minister of Energy and 

Energy Affairs looking deeply concerned and at a loss  on this point—

and what happens?  You transferred the people out to NEC.  Do not 

worry with that, this does not need to be dealt with.  It is happiness.  It 

is pure unadulterated, unabashed UNC happiness at the expense of the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago.  This country needs to become 

serious.   
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There is one concern on the Bill I would like to end with, to ask 

the hon. Minister to reflect upon page 73 of the annex, and that is 

clause 25 under Article 25 which says “Penalties”: 

“Each Party, in its legislation, shall provide penalties for 

breaches of the provisions of this Appendix which shall be 

similar to those applied for breaches of its laws and regulations 

in similar circumstances.” 

There are no penalties in this Bill.  Are we getting off on the wrong 

foot from the start?  

I thank you, Madam President, as you lean forward to press that 

button.  I am not sure if I got injury time, but I thank you nonetheless, 

and I look forward to the committee stage of this Bill.  Thank you.  

[Desk thumping]  

Sen. Dr. Dhanayshar Mahabir:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President.  Madam President, I rise to support this Bill [Desk 

thumping] and in supporting this Bill I feel compelled to give the 

reasons for the support.  In giving the reasons I shall be drawing from 

a number of disparate strands, and I seek to beg the indulgence of this 

honourable Senate that if at times they feel I might not be relevant, if 

they could bear with me, I will assure hon. Senators that I will tie all 
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of these varying positions towards my reason for the support, and it 

will be anchored on the Panama Partial Scope Agreement. 

I tried to trace the origins of this particular Bill.  It is a very short Bill 

before us.  We do have a Schedule, and I did not see in the Schedule 

Trinidad and Tobago pepper sauce.  I thought that that is something 

that could have been exported, especially Moruga scorpion.  I had the 

very good fortune of having it yesterday for the first time, and I must 

say it is of such high quality, equal to Jamaican Blue Mountain Coffee 

that I think we can capitalize in certain parts of the world where there 

is a taste for that flavour—this particular product from Trinidad—and 

I would urge the Government that in renegotiating its agreements in 

this region, at some time they would consider the kinds of spices that 

we do produce in this country, but that is not the focus, Madam 

President, of my basis for the support.  

I went back to the year 1937, and in 1937 this country 

witnessed the greatest level of industrial unrest that it had experienced 

up to that time.  We may have had subsequent periods of industrial 

unrests, but 1937 gave rise to the birth of the trade union movement in 

this country.  And I recall from reading West Indian history that 100 

years earlier, the problem facing the British West Indies was a 
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question of the shortage of labour, and here 100 years later, the British 

West Indies was characterized by a surplus of labour, so much so that 

the eminent economist, our regional Nobel Laureate W. Arthur Lewis 

was able to write his classic piece Economic Development with 

Unlimited Supplies of Labour in 1952, a piece that I shall come to and 

I would anchor it to the Panama Scope Agreement.   

But in 1937, that is a hundred years largely, after we had 

experienced labour shortage, we were experiencing labour abundance, 

mass unemployment, industrial unrests, but not only were we in this 

situation,  the entire British West Indies was also in that state, so 

much so, that the colonial government saw it necessary to despatch, 

Sen. Singh, the famous Lord Moyne Commission to the Caribbean to 

investigate and report upon the reasons for the living conditions, the 

abysmal living conditions of the working class in the Caribbean.   

This Lord Moyne Commission, it is said, was  despatched to 

Trinidad primarily because prior to the war, Trinidad was seen by the 

British Government—a matter to which I shall turn and link it to the 

Panama Scope Agreement.  The British Government saw Trinidad as 

strategically important because we were a petroleum producer, 

essential for the war machinery. 
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So after the labour riots—this is all in our history—the Moyne 

Commission came in, agreed that living conditions ought to be 

ameliorated.  The British Government did not release the report on the 

Moyne Commission until 1945 on the conclusion of the war, and upon 

the release of this report it was determined that the colonies of which 

we were at the time—the colonies—did not have the financial 

wherewithal to finance a social welfare programme, hence we needed 

a transfer from the United Kingdom, but also, we needed to improve 

upon our competitiveness, because we in this part of the world always 

relied upon preferences for our tropical products, and the colonial 

government held the view that we needed to improve the efficiency of 

our economy and we had only an agricultural sector at the time.  

Trinidad, of course, had its petroleum to supplement agriculture.   

1.55 p.m. 

So, the recommendation of the famous Moyne Commission was 

that we needed to improve upon the efficiency of tropical agriculture, 

change our crops and reorganize our economy.  But in the early ’50s, 

W. Arthur Lewis, the famous economist, deciding to challenge the 

view of the Moyne Commission, a very brave man, scholar at the 

University of Manchester, decided that he was going to offer a 
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different solution to the problems of the British West Indies.  In his 

classic work, The Industrialisation of the British West Indies, he stated 

that we needed to industrialize, move away from agriculture, where 

productivity was low, and engage in industrial activity where we 

could benefit from the division of labour, as per Adam Smith, since 

1776.   

In so doing, just as Smith was able to argue that nations became 

wealthy via industrialization and the division of labour, so in the 

Caribbean we could become wealthy too.  We could escape poverty 

and we could engage in industry, but we did not know how.  How do 

we do it?  We simply invite people to come, foreign investment, open 

the colonies to the free movement of capital, and so we had a policy 

of industrialization by invitation.  The problem with industrialization 

is simply this: once you begin to exploit economies of scale, you find 

your narrow market is going to be so small that it cannot absorb the 

increase in output that your industrial sector is producing.   

So, from the early ’50s, what did the colonial government now 

do?  They decided, since we had lost India in 1947, let us try to cut 

loose these colonies in the Caribbean, which are now burdensome; 

after all, we have to transfer money to them to alleviate their social 
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problems; they are becoming problematic, let us prepare them for 

independence, and so our history tells us that from the early ’50s we 

saw the move towards the Federation.  And from the early ’50s, plans 

were made for the West Indian Federation, and by 1958 we had our 

first federal elections.  Of course, the PNM lost the federal elections, 

six seats to four.  The DLP, led by Bhadase SaganMaraj, won the 

elections.  Williams would have been very annoyed, but he should not 

have been, it was a midterm, two years after, and all governments 

have to be prepared to lose a midterm election whether it is a THA 

election or a Caribbean Federal election, a midterm election is yours 

to lose if you are in government.   

So, having lost that election, we understood that there was 

going to be a federation, but the life of the Federation was short-lived.  

The Federation’s life was short-lived because, economically, the 

Federation was going to cause problems for some countries.  It was 

going to cause a greater charge on Trinidad and Jamaica because the 

lesser countries, the smaller countries—and they were not lesser—the 

smaller countries were not yet able to contribute meaningfully to a 

federation.  The failed Federation, Madam President, then gave rise to 

CARIFTA, four countries getting together— Barbados, Guyana, 
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Jamaica, Trinidad coming together to form CARIFTA in ’65.  

CARIFTA struggled along, and what are we trying to do?  We are 

trying to expand our trading space.  The British colonials held the 

view that if we could expand our space then, maybe, the colonies, 

newly independent, could make a go at this process of sustaining 

themselves.   

CARIFTA we tried.  Later on in 1973 we became Caricom.  

The Treaty of Chaguaramas, ’73, was based upon two important 

premises: one, that we should have low tariff barriers amongst 

ourselves so that we could stimulate trade domestically, a high 

common external tariff, and, second, CARIFTA is based upon value 

added in the region, where cheap bauxite from Jamaica and Guyana, 

cheap energy from Trinidad, merge them together, produce alumina, 

keep the value added in the Caribbean, and so in that way, by 

expanding a market space, we should be able, Madam President, to 

increase the living conditions of the people in the Caribbean.  And 

that is the Demas/McIntyre model.   

We move from there to 1989, the Grand Anse Declaration, 

where we are now talking, not only about commonality in trade, but a 

CSME, Caribbean Single Market and Economy, where we are 
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moving, once again, to the Federation that we had in the 1960s.  But 

the reality, Madam President, is a simple one.  When we look at how 

we have progressed, economically, on account of that movement 

towards expanding our economic space, we have found that we have 

not been particularly successful.  The reason we have not been 

particularly successful is borne out in the data.  When we examine the 

trade data in the current grouping that we have, the Caricom grouping, 

we see that in Caricom, of all goods traded in the region on an annual 

basis, in 2015 an estimated 80 per cent comes from outside the region.   

So, of the goods traded in the region only 20 per cent emerges 

from within the region, but of that 20 per cent, 15 per cent, an 

estimated amount, is accounted for by one country, and that country is 

Trinidad.  And of that 15 per cent, the bulk of goods is made up of 

petroleum products, which many trade analysts have argued would 

have been traded in the Caribbean independent of a regional trade 

agreement.  So, here we have a group, an economic grouping, where 

80 per cent of the goods comes from outside, 15 per cent originates in 

one country, one country only, that is Trinidad, and all other countries 

in the region, Jamaica, Guyana, Barbados, The Bahamas and the other 

members of the grouping, account for only 5 per cent of the value of 



101 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. Dr. Mahabir (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

goods traded in the region.   

So that when it comes to simulating trade, since 1961 we have 

not been particularly successful.  Contrast that to the European Union.  

Let us look at the comparable figures for the European Union.  In the 

EU, of all goods traded on an annual basis in 2015, it is estimated that 

some 80 per cent originates from another EU country.  So that a 

typical EU country consuming its goods will consume 80 per cent 

from goods from within the Union and 20 per cent outside.  It 

therefore means that there is a great deal of trade going on between 

member countries of the EU and lesser trade between us in the 

Caribbean, and we need to, therefore, look again at how we have 

come to this regional trade grouping.   

In this regard, I examined our history again, to marry it with the 

economics.  When one looks at the Caricom grouping—it initially 

started, Madam President, as a grouping of former British territories in 

the Caribbean, as, in fact, it started in the ’50s to try to federate us.  It 

was an initiative from the colonial government to federate and expand 

the space, so that, naturally, we would become a grouping made up of 

former British colonies, English-speaking colonies.   

But let us look at British colonial policy, again, in 2015.  What 
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was this policy based on?  This policy was based on two concepts:  

the first, Madam President, a policy known as mercantilism.  I have to 

introduce it here because it is relevant for what we are discussing.  

What is mercantilism?  It simply states that you must sell to the 

foreigner, in value terms, more than you buy from him.  We must run 

a positive trade balance with the foreigner.  Let us export to him more 

than we import from his country.  In so doing, there shall be, Madam 

President, an inflow of gold, and one of the offshoots of that is what 

we know as the “Muscovado Bias”.  Let us export raw materials from 

our country to the United Kingdom, they will pay us a certain amount 

for our raw materials, and then let us import from them, the finished 

goods, the refined sugar.  So, we export muscovado and we import 

refined sugar and, clearly, the terms of trade would be in the balance 

of the metropolitan country.   

That was just the policy there which gave rise to this term, the 

“Muscovado Bias”.  We were producers of primary commodities and 

importers of finished goods.  Now we understand the revolutionary 

idea of Arthur Lewis.  Let us start producing some of these goods 

here, whereas before we were just producing goods for export to be 

processed abroad.  Let us do the processing here, in that way the value 
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added will remain within the Caribbean. 

Another offshoot of this “mercantilistic” policy was something 

known as the Navigation Acts.  Let us go back to our O level history.  

We all remember the Navigation Acts, what were those?  You could 

not export any product from your colony to any other part of the 

world, unless you used a British ship.  You could not import a product 

unless you used a British ship, and you therefore saw, not only trade 

in goods, but trade in services.  What did the trade in goods do?  The 

trade in goods, Madam President, really allowed the United Kingdom 

to build up a huge war chest of gold.  What did the trade in services, 

shipping, do?  It allowed the United Kingdom to build up a huge 

merchant marine to supplement its fighting navy.   

It was preparing itself for domination.  We were simply pawns 

in that particular game.  We need to understand that.  We have 

forgotten exactly how we have come to this stage in our trade 

agreement in 2015, but we were not supposed to be independent, 

self-sufficient colonies in our own right.  Britain found it convenient, 

or British economic interests found it convenient for us to produce 

tropical items here for processing abroad.  This policy simply allowed 

us to have one-way trade, trade between our country and the UK, 
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trade between our country—or Jamaica and the UK, but it was never, 

never meant to be trade between Trinidad and Jamaica, or Jamaica 

and Guyana, or Guyana and Barbados.  There was never meant to be 

much trade amongst us.  We were meant to have a one-way trade, and 

it was convenient to the UK to have what was known as the 

Triangular Trade.  Ships would leave their country and they would go 

to West Africa, from West Africa they would come here, from here 

they would go to North America, from North America back to 

England.   

Triangular Trade, not in our interest, but in the interest of the 

metropolitan power.  When we look at that colonial policy, what we 

saw, come 1961 with a federation movement, is that we are trying to 

impose upon a political entity, that is the British colonial territories, 

former, trying to impose upon them a new economic order.  But they 

were never meant to be that.  We had to force it.  Demas and McIntyre 

were simply trying to force a new economic structure on a structure 

that was imposed upon us by the metropolitan power, and that was 

going to take some doing.   

When we looked, therefore, at colonial policy, we also saw 

another important feature—the Navigation Acts meant it was illegal to 
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trade with our neighbour.  We could not trade with Venezuela.  We 

could not, it was against the law.  “Yuh could cut ah jail for dat”, for 

simply talking to the fellas across the Gulf because Britain was at war 

with Spain, their quarrel became our comess, and so if we spoke to 

anybody in the Spanish world, that was going to cause major 

“kuchoor”, confusion, mayhem and jail time.  It was against the law. 

2.10 p.m.  

So was the “mercantilistic” policy.  So were the Navigation 

Acts.  So, we were prevented by law, existing law, from actually 

looking across the Gulf.  To this day we simply do not look at our 

geographic space for trading.  What we look at are Europe, North 

America and old English colonies.  How many of us, for example, can 

say what the capital city of Honduras is?  Honduras is not too far.  I 

see speed boats at some time from Trinidad making the Trinidad to 

Tobago run in a few hours.  A speed boat can move from Trinidad—

our Gulf here—to Honduras in—I would imagine in a half day or 

something and they can get to Tegucigalpa not very, very late.  So that 

we do have a space here, Madam President, that we would need to 

look at.   

This brings me, Madam President, to the Bill itself.  The Bill 
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itself really says—because it is a partial scope, it is not whole 

agreement, we are simply testing the waters.  We are simply moving 

tentatively.  We are moving tentatively and we are trying to really 

understand what our geographical space can give us in terms of 

economic development.  When you look at our relationship with that 

part of the world, what we see is that it was largely severed in 1797.  

We were administered out of Caracas, out of Cumana as they called it.  

Then of course Picton came and we started to look north before one 

knew there was a lot of trade across the Gulf between Trinidad and—

Sen. Ramnarine spoke about the loss of El Dorado.  We are coming—

and as you  spoke about the loss of El Dorado, Senator, the British, of 

course, in their quest for El Dorado sent their privateers—they called 

them Sir Walter Raleigh—Sir;  Sir Francis Drake—Sir;  Sir Henry 

Morgan—Sir.  These men were sent out by the British Crown to go 

and “tief”. [Crosstalk]  

Sen. Hadeed:  Just like the PNM. [Laughter] 

Sen. Dr. D. Mahabir:  Well I want us to confine to colonial history.  

So the more you could  steal from the Spanish Main, the more you 

would be knighted.  You would—and so you got Francis Drake and 

Henry Morgan—and in modern-day terms these men “will cut serious 
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lifetime jail” because there was one fella called Sir Allen Stanford and 

he is “cutting a 120 years” for the same kind of privateering activity.  

It seems as though if you want to be called Sir-something , go and 

“tief” like a Viking.   

So that in order to get the specie—they called it specie, they 

sent privateers, not to trade with the Spaniards, but rather to plunder 

the gold that they had gotten from Mexico and from Peru, and that 

was a great trade of the colonial power.  One is not bashing the United 

Kingdom, but this is the history that we all know.  Their quest for 

gold, their quest for specie and their quest for silver dominated 

colonial policy, and really caused us to be who we are, and has put us 

in a position that we must now rethink our strategy because British 

colonial policy was never in the interest of Trinidad and Tobago.   

In fact, we do know an important component when they were 

running out of silver—the British, controlling India, was able to sell 

into China, Bengali opium,  the highest quality opium in the world, I 

understand.  I do not know.  [Crosstalk] They sold the Bengali opium 

to China.  They got so many Chinese people addicted, and the more 

addicts you had, the more  demand for the opium.  And the more 

demand for the opium the more the Chinese had to pay for it in silver.  
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So, silver left China, went to England on the sale of opium, one of the 

first drug cartels that existed in history—the British government, 

Queen Victoria.  Again, called the Opium Wars where China of 

course, had some serious concerns with Britain’s policy at the time.   

But let us now, understanding their desire for specie, look at 

what our own position is in relation to the part of the world that we 

are in that is not the subject of British colonial imperialism.  When we 

look at the Caribbean, there are three countries here in Caribbean Sea, 

in the archipelago—one, the Dominican Republic.  We have had some 

relationship with them, but we need to deepen that.  We have had a 

relationship with Haiti, which is another type of relationship with the 

French Caribbean.  But then we move up to Cuba.  Cuba, a population 

of some 11 million—the DR, a population of some 11 million. 

In the Caribbean Sea there are two islands with some 22 million 

people who will have now to be considered as the people of the 

Caribbean.  I have tried to pin down Puerto Rico.  To this day I do not 

understand the relationship between Puerto Rico and the United 

States.  I will stay away from that, but it shares a similar colonial 

history.  Whether Puerto Rico is a colony, I know it is not a state, but 

is it a colony?  So what kind of colony?  That is to be worked out, but 
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we need to be looking in the Caribbean, Madam President, at these 

countries as part of our hemisphere and trading arena although the 

colonial master was different—Spanish colonialism versus British 

colonialism.   

As we move around from Cuba westward, we notice in the 

region two things in our hemisphere—a huge trading bloc in the 

north—call it NAFTA:  Mexico, Canada, the United States—three 

powerhouses.  In the south we have the Mercosur—huge countries in 

the south.  Brazil, the largest of them, Argentina and Chile, and we 

have huge blocs.  But when we swing towards the west and we come 

into what is the Caribbean Sea—  countries bordering with the  

Caribbean Sea coast.  We look at countries that we have not formally 

examined as part of our trading sphere and as part of our own 

historical colonial experience.  Honduras—Guatemala first, Honduras, 

and when we talk about Honduras, as youngsters we were taught 

about British Honduras. 

Well you know, we trade with British Honduras.  It is now 

called Belize.  But if England had colonized Nicaragua, we would 

have been trading with Nicaragua too.  If England had colonized 

Guatemala, we would have been trading with Guatemala.  Why only 
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Belize?  Why only in that region one country?   Simply because it is 

English speaking?  It is an accident that we trade with them.  As it is 

an accident that today we speak English.  We should have been 

speaking rapid Spanish, if only the Spanish Government had placed 

much more emphasis on defending this rock called Trinidad, but they 

decided the British were causing so much mayhem, let us just cut 

them some slack.  Let them have Trinidad, we will concentrate on the 

main. 

If in fact the British had colonized, had settled in places like 

Costa Rica and El Salvador and Nicaragua and Panama, then of 

course, our trading bloc  would have been all the countries in the 

Caribbean together with those countries in Central America.   

So, the point is, our trading arrangement that we have in the 

Caricom is by historical accident and not by economic justification.  It 

is for that reason—Sen. Singh, let me explain.  The trading bloc  in 

Caricom is by historical accident only.  It is not based upon the fact 

that when you look at the space, we look at the income levels, we see 

it is a viable economic space like the EU, the United States of 

America, the Mercosur in the south or some of the other trading blocs 

in the rest of the world.  We were simply thrown together, and 
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independent of  our capacity to integrate or not, we were put together 

and say, make a go of the Federation.  Caricom has not failed, it has 

just not succeeded because it was never programmed for success.   

So when we look at these countries in Central America coming 

all the way down, what we have seen is that our history has prevented, 

Madam President, our economic development.  We have been 

constrained by colonial history.  We have been constrained by 

language.  We have been constrained by the mercantile laws, by 

Britain’s colonial interest.  Let us now look at the space that is before 

us.   

The space before us, we are talking about Panama now.  How 

many of us in our region actually know the history of Panama?  How 

many of us know the history of the Central American Republics?  We 

call them banana republics.  It is a very pejorative term.  It is as if you 

characterize someone by the work he does.  You characterize a 

country by what they produce.  So, we say they are a banana republic 

as if there is no law; as if there is no culture; as if there is no social 

structure; as if there is no tradition and as if there is no history.  There 

is much more.  They produce much more than bananas, but we are 

really taking the cue from the other imperial powers who would really 
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like to cast aspersions on the characters of other people.  This is the 

Central America before us.   

Madam President, not many of us are familiar with Panama.  It 

is time that we get familiar with the country.  Many of us do not know 

the history of Panama.  How many of us know that in 1820s, for 

example, Panama was part of a republic called Gran Colombia? That 

Panama was administered as the viceroyalty from Spain of New 

Granada?  That Panama was part of Colombia and Venezuela and 

Ecuador—four countries forming the Republic of Gran Colombia 

administered as the viceroyalty of New Granada?  How many of us 

know that Panama and Colombia were together as one country until 

just before the Panama Canal was built at the behest of the 

Americans?  And so Panama broke away from Colombia.  So that we 

are looking now at a region that we hardly have examined, but we 

must understand their colonial history.  We must understand their 

traditions.   

How many of us, for example, in this part of the world 

understand Castilian law?  What is Castilian law?  What is the basis of 

that law?  Trinidad was held by the Spanish for 300 years.  Let us talk 

a little bit about—we understand the British common law.  We 
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understand the Napoleonic Code.  But Castilian law, it is a 

combination, because there is law and order in the Spanish colony—

the former Spanish colonies in our geographic space.  A president 

cannot simply open a jail and get a few fellas out, you know.  You 

have to go through a legal system.  You have to go through and make 

sure the rule of law is followed.  But Castilian law which was in 

existence in our country up to 1797 is made up of two branches.  One 

branch—Roman law—and the other branch—people do not know it is 

Islamic law.  The Moors held Spain for some 800 years.   

When you look at that Castilian law and the code with respect 

to property and with respect to freedom, it comes from the Islamic 

tradition.  So that under Spanish slavery, a slave who cultivated in 

Trinidad a certain number of cocoa trees and could bring it to fruition 

would be able to apply to the State, Madam President, and the State 

would consider his plea because the cocoa trees will then be used as 

lieu, as payment to his master for his freedom.  It was based upon a 

slave in Castilian law being allowed to have free time to work for his 

own interest and to work towards his freedom.  If he married a free 

person, he could become free as well.  British slavery did not have 

those provisions.  We needed to understand that type of legal system.  
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We are looking at that legal structure as we engage in trade.  We need 

to understand the culture of the countries that we are now looking at 

as part of our geographic space.   

It is for this reason I mentioned first scorpion pepper sauce.  I 

could see a lot of scorpion pepper sauce being sold in that region 

where there was always a taste for the spicy kind of food.  

Understanding the culture, understanding the tradition would, of 

course, be very important.  When we look at this particular region 

what we are seeing is this—starting from Guatemala coming down to 

Panama, we are observing now a population of some 45 million 

people varying degrees of income—as Sen. Al-Rawi indicated.  

Panama has one of the highest per capita incomes in the region.  Of 

course, Haiti has one of the lowest in the region.  Haiti and Suriname 

would have very low incomes.  Panama and Trinidad would have very 

high—much higher income.  Costa Rica would have an income that is 

also high.  Guatemala would have something that is a little bit lower.  

2.25 p.m.  

But, the good thing is this, when you are trading now with a 

region, not only Panama—and I cannot determine foreign policy.  All 

I can do from this bench is influence it.  But, once we break our own 
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colonial history and we look at Central America now, that circle, what 

I call now the middle power, between North NAFTA, Mercosur in the 

North, and we will start from Trinidad and we make a circle all 

around back from Panama to Trinidad.  What I see looking at simply 

the map, is some 25 sovereign states, all of whom are considered 

small, with 75million people, significant GDP, two cultural traditions 

but both colonial histories, and a range of products.  

And, the opportunities now for us are as follows: one could see 

the ship leaving Trinidad and dropping at all the ports from Grenada 

all the way up, collecting goods from there, it cannot be that a trading 

arrangement should be to the benefit of one only.  Trade is supposed 

to be mutually beneficial.  All must benefit from trade.  But, goods 

from Trinidad dropping in Grenada, stopping in the Dominican 

Republic, picking up pharmaceuticals in Cuba, moving across to 

Honduras and Guatemala, and buying goods there and selling the 

goods, the reason that such a space will be of tremendous benefit to us 

economically, is the range of incomes.   

Whenever there is a low income all you could sell is potato 

chips, we might even be able to sell some Diana Nut Krak’r to the 

poorer countries, but when there is a higher income we can move 
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from potato chips to computer chips, and the good thing about 

Trinidad is that we produce a range of products.  We produce products 

from the low end for the low income countries and the high end for 

the high income  countries, and there is also an economic law which 

tells us that the poorer a country is the greater percentage of the 

incomes of the people will be spent on food and, when therefore we 

are looking at some of the poorer countries in the region we see a 

tremendous opportunity to supply them with products from our 

agricultural sector.  

So, trade should not only—and I see Sen. Devant Maharaj 

looking, but when I looked at the Schedule I did not see too much 

agricultural products here, I saw a lot of industrial products.  But I 

think we do need to be looking at how we are going to expand, use 

this region to expand our agricultural sector as well, and the range of 

incomes in there gives us an opportunity to really expand our market 

space in a major way.  We have been confined by history to the 

English-speaking Caribbean, and the English-speaking Caribbean 

since 1961 has proven itself to be a non-viable economic entity.  

Demas and McIntyre did not err.  They did not make a mistake in that 

1973 Treaty of Chaguaramas.  What they are trying to do was the 
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impossible.  You are trying to make something, you are trying to 

make cake without flour.  You cannot do it.  Maybe you could try 

some other ingredient.  You could try cassava farine or something, but 

if you try to make cake with cassava all you would end up making is a 

pone.  “Yuh eh making no cake with cassava.”  [Laughter] 

So, in the British Caribbean, what we have done is that we have 

tried for the longest while to ensure that we could integrate amongst 

ourselves, but where everyone produces only sugar there is not very 

much scope for trade.  Where everyone produces one or two narrow 

commodities you could understand why my earlier statistic is now the 

relevant one, only 5 per cent of the goods consumed in Caricom 

comes from another Caricom country except Trinidad.  And, again for 

us we have some manufacturing but petroleum.  

So, once we begin to look at our interests and we begin to look 

at the other cultures in the Caribbean, the Spanish culture of which we 

were once a part, we could have been just like Puerto Rico, we could 

have been just like Cuba, we could have been just like the Dominican 

Republic in the island part, save and except for some mishap of some 

little battle that occurred in the Gulf of Paria in 1797. 

We could have been part of Venezuela.  We must now look at 
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this region, this Central American region.  Once we look at this region 

starting all the way up North Guatemala down to Panama, I think we 

would be in a position now where our current grouping—and let me 

try to influence Government, whoever will be in the Government now, 

our current grouping called Caricom, the Caribbean Community, will 

now have to include all the countries washed by the Caribbean Sea, 

independent of colonial history.  

And, once we do that, we have 25 countries, 25 of them as a 

middle power in our hemisphere.  As that middle power, when 

countries of equal size come together it would be easier for us to 

negotiate a symmetrical agreement with Costa Rica and Panama and 

Guatemala and Honduras and El Salvador, than it would be for us to 

negotiate with Brazil because, while we should pursue our actions 

with Brazil, pursue with the United States, pursue with the European 

Union, but when we come to negotiate I can tell you, a small country 

negotiating with another small country can negotiate symmetrically.  

And, if 25 of us can come together, I see in the future the potential of 

a huge grouping speaking with one voice, not only trading amongst 

themselves, getting out of the history of the triangular trade and now 

engaging in a circular trade, Trinidad to Cuba, and Cuba to 
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Guatemala, and Guatemala all the way down to Panama, once we can 

do that, and that is the view now for the Caricom and the Caribbean.  

We are going nowhere with our current confining ourselves to 

the English-speaking world only in our region.  It is too small, it is too 

narrow, it is too undiversified; but a larger space, not only are we 

going to really expand our economic growth trading in a variety of 

goods,  it would be great if we go to the supermarket and into the 

markets and we see much more goods being available to consume 

from Central America and the Dominican Republic and Cuba.  Just as 

whenever we travel to Europe and you go to any European 

supermarket you see goods made in Belgium and Italy, and you hardly 

see goods made outside of Europe, it would be in our interest for us to 

fill our basket with goods.  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, the speaking time of the hon. 

Senator has expired. 

Motion made: That the hon. Senator's speaking time be 

extended by 15 minutes.  [Sen. E. Prescott SC] 

Question put and agreed to.  

Sen. Dr. D. Mahabir:  [Desk thumping] Thank you very much my 

colleague Sen. Prescott for your kind indulgence, and Sen. 
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Ramnarine—I do hope that sometimes they  would listen to Sen. 

Ramnarine and give me an extra hour.  [Laughter]  And thank you 

very much, Madam President, for allowing me the extension, but I 

shall not be much longer.  

The reason is, we now understand how trapped we were by the 

machinations of another power.  We now understand that we were 

simply pawns  in the game of British colonial interest.  We firmly 

must internalize that.  This is just our historical experience.  Our 

independence movement was meant really to minimize cost to the 

United Kingdom, the Moyne  commission signalled to the British 

colonial government that they could no longer support the Caribbean, 

things were going to become more and more difficult in the British 

West Indies.  The Lewis  model was the one that allowed us to escape 

persistent poverty, and the Lewis  model simply needed a larger 

market space if it were to generate the kind of activity that would 

ensure that we live in relative affluence and not poverty.  

This particular agreement has involved not only trade in goods, 

I would like to see much more agricultural products at some time, but 

it also involves trading services and investments.  We ought to be 

looking at this region as an investment region.  Panama, for example 



121 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. Dr. Mahabir (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

offers valuable opportunities for investment for entrepreneurs, but so 

does Costa Rica, and so does El Salvador, and so does Nicaragua.  

Panama has a huge Caribbean population in there  speaking English, 

made up largely of Jamaican descendants who went to build the canal 

a century ago, and there is still that Caribbean connection in Panama.  

But, my central thrust is this, I support this agreement totally 

and I would like to influence foreign policy of any government that is 

in charge of foreign policy now, that we have to look beyond the 

Caricom region and we have to try to see if we could also expand the 

Caricom, so that if we could really include the countries of Central 

America, then what we will have is not only a huge trading space, but 

what we will possibly have is 25 countries.  This is the ideal that we 

would be looking for, 25 countries speaking with one voice at the 

IMF.  Twenty-five countries speaking with one voice in the IMF will 

change structural adjustment programmes, and the onerous obligations 

of them more than one country can ever do.  

I know the IMF very well, better than most; 25 countries will 

do something there.  Twenty-five countries as a bloc with one position 

on the World Bank can do something; 25 countries at the IPU can 

change certain things; 25 countries working as a bloc at the United 
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Nations will be able to change the kind of power relationships that the 

Caribbean now has  with the rest of the world.  No longer should we 

be content with NAFTA being the major power brokers in North 

America, and Mercosur— Brazil, Argentina and Chile— being the 

huge power brokers in South America, but in our hemisphere let us 

create a powerful central zone made up of all the countries which are 

considered to be small, Caribbean/Central America. 

We have already included in South America a country like 

Suriname, all we have to do is look at some of those smaller states 

there, that is where we ought to be going because, not only must we 

be looking at our economic welfare, but in this world of globalization, 

when we are confronting the global super powers we will be able to 

confront them successfully, speaking with a voice of 25 as opposed to 

a voice of one or 10, and once we do that, we know one thing.  We 

know, Madam President, that in this globalized world the strictures of 

colonialism will have to go, and in this globalized world we need to 

speak with a greater number of powers and, so, I really support this 

Bill, and I hope it is the start of a trend that will continue. 

Madam President, I thank you. 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs (Sen. The Hon. Kevin 
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Ramnarine):  Thank you very much, Madam President.  [Desk 

thumping]  We have just been humbled to sit in Parliament and listen 

to the intellectual firepower of Prof. Dhanayshar Mahabir.  I called 

him professor, he is actually doctor, but probably he deserves the title 

of professor.  

Speaking on this particular piece of legislation as it relates to 

our trade with Panama he gave a very panoramic history of the entire 

Latin American region, and he explained the epistemology of how we 

have come to be where we are today in Trinidad and Tobago and in 

Latin America.  I sat there and I listened very attentively to what he 

was saying because I have been doing a lot of research myself, 

because, as you know, in recent times, in recent years we have had a 

lot of bilateral discussions with Venezuela with regard to cross-border 

hydrocarbon resources.  And he starts off, as I said, a broad span of 

history—1797, a date we all learnt in primary school or, at least I 

hope people still learn those dates in primary school—1797,  when 

Trinidad and Tobago changed hands from Spanish rule to British rule.  

And, what people do not realize is that for 299 years prior, from 1498 

to 1797, Trinidad and Tobago was a Spanish colony. 

2.40p.m.  
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So for the majority of its existence, since Europeans set foot in 

this country in 1498, for the majority of that time, from 1498 to the 

present day we have been Spanish.  And that is evident if you look 

around Trinidad.  It is one of the countries in the Caribbean where you 

find towns’ names: San Juan, and San Fernando.  But you also find a 

place named Fyzabad and you find a place called Barataria, a place 

called Tunapuna.  You find places in Tobago with French names.  We 

even have places in Tobago named after Latvian, Latvian settlers and 

Lithuanian settlers who lived in Tobago, the Corianders.   

So Trinidad and Tobago is not new to globalization.  Trinidad 

and Tobago is a product of globalization and a contributor to 

globalization.  And what the hon. Senator is speaking there is 

profound.  In fact, yesterday I launched a book called the Black Gold 

Book, and it dawned upon me when he was speaking—I should 

probably, because I understand we have a couple thousand copies at 

the Ministry—so I could probably ask them to bring one copy for 

every Member of the Senate.  And the first three chapters of that book 

are written by a distinguished historian, Trinidad and Tobago historian 

Gerard Besson, and there are a couple of chapters written by David 

Renwick, and it speaks about the early history of Trinidad and 
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Tobago.   

But there is another book which the Senator brought to my 

attention, Spanish Trinidad, that is written by a professor called 

Padròn.  And in that book he talks about Columbus’ discovery of 

Trinidad, and he said that Columbus actually named Galeota.  And 

one of the challenges Columbus had, he was trying to dock his ships 

and he said, Columbus said he could not dock at Galeota because it 

was not suitable for docking ships.   

Well, I want to say, Madam President, that almost 500-plus 

years after Columbus had those difficulties in Galeota we can now 

dock ships in Galeota, [Desk thumping] because under this 

Government we built the first new port in Trinidad and Tobago in 

almost 20 years, and that is the Galeota Port.  And the energy 

companies who come to see me are telling me they are signing up 

contracts with the National Energy Corporation to begin operations 

out of the Galeota Port.   

And why is Galeota relevant to Panama and to Latin America?  

It is because we see Galeota as being the seed, the Galeota Port as 

being the seed for a new city because ports are precursors to cities.  

That is how the world has developed, at the Port of Rotterdam, the 
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Port of Singapore, New York and London and so on, all started out of 

ports.   

So, we see Galeota as being at the centre of a very large circle 

that encompasses Venezuela, that encompasses Guyana and Suriname 

and the energy sectors in those countries.  And as we speak—a very 

historic though controversial drilling programme has commenced in 

Guyana by one of the subsidiaries of Exxon.  And they are exploring 

for oil in Guyana.  Could we envisage what would be the potential if 

there were a discovery?  And what Exxon is drilling for in Guyana is 

deep-water oil.  So more than likely it is a big target they are going 

after.   

So could we for one minute begin to visualize what will happen 

to the economic space that we live in in this part of the Americas if 

Guyana were to discover oil?  And one of the jokes that we always tell 

about Guyana is that it seems that God had given Guyana a raw deal.  

Because Suriname has oil, Venezuela has oil, Trinidad has oil and the 

Guyanese sometimes wonder if they were left out.  Well, Exxon will 

soon be able to answer that question.  And that changes the whole 

dynamic of that region.   

But coming back to Spanish Trinidad and Tobago, and forgive 
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me for being a bit historical, because our colleague opened up the 

entire history.  Trinidad and Tobago in the year 1830 was the world’s 

largest exporter of cocoa, and that is a profound fact.  And the cocoa 

industry was really—there is a relationship between the cocoa 

industry and the Spanish presence in Trinidad and Tobago.  Because 

the Spanish introduced cocoa into Trinidad and many of the persons 

who worked on the cocoa estates in Trinidad and Tobago, we know 

them as “Coco Panyols”.  And those were persons who came from 

Venezuela to work in the cocoa industry, and many of their 

descendants could still be found in Trinidad and Tobago.  And in like 

manner, Trinidadians were going to Venezuela in the early part of the 

20th century to work in the oil industry— 

Sen. Hadeed:  And Panama.   

Sen. The. Hon. K. Ramnarine:  And Sen. Hadeed reminds us of 

Panama.  But Panama is at the centre of the debate taking place here 

right now.   

In the year 1914—if you go to Panama, there is a place called 

the Miraflores Lock.  The Miraflores Lock was completed in the year 

1914.  And when you look at the technology that they had available in 

1914 it blows you away.  Those locks are now being expanded, the 
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Panama Canal locks, and that has tremendous potential and 

tremendous interest for us here in Trinidad in the energy sector, 

because it now means that the world’s LNG traffic can now go 

through the Panama Canal.  LNG tankers cannot go through the locks 

of the Panama Canal as presently constituted because they are too 

narrow.  But with the expanded locks, LNG traffic from Trinidad, 

instead of having to go down to Tierra Del Fuego in Argentina, Chile 

there, could go through the locks of the Panama Canal and head to 

Japan and Korea at lower freight cost.   

So these are exciting times for Trinidad and Tobago and Latin 

America.  Some countries in Latin America are facing challenges 

while other countries in Latin America are doing very well.  The 

Panamanian economy, for those of you all who have been fortunate to 

go to Panama, is one of the most—is a rapidly growing economy.  

When you see Panama City for the first time it blows you away, 

because you think that you have landed in part of Miami.  Panama is 

that advanced and that developed.  And, as I said, right now they are 

proceeding towards the completion of the expansion of the locks, and 

Panama will continue to maintain that role it has played in global 

trade as one of the main nodes of global trade in terms of shipping and 
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logistics and so on.   

I did not plan to be part of this debate today.  I was drawn into 

this debate by comments made opposite, by Sen. Faris Al-Rawi with 

regard to the energy sector and with regard to the National Gas 

Company.  And there were some other issues, many issues raised by 

him.  He raised the issue, for example, of the rates that T&TEC 

charges to its customers.  T&TEC has residential customers, T&TEC 

has commercial customers - residential being people like Sen. Devant 

Maharaj.  They have commercial customers like Republic Bank and 

so on, and they have industrial customers, people on the Point Lisas 

Industrial Estate, and in fact, their largest customer is on the Point 

Lisas Industrial Estate.   

He also raised the issue of the role of NGC, the role of T&TEC 

and the role of the Regulated Industries Commission.  And I 

remember the RIC replacing the PUC.  It used to be called the Public 

Utilities Commission.  I think it was the RIC Act of 1999 that was 

piloted by the then Minister of Public Utilities, The Hon. Ganga 

Singh, who is today the Leader of Government Business.   

Hon. Senator:  Good man, good man.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Yeah, good man.  He brought 
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historic legislation to replace the Public Utilities Commission, and, of 

course, T&TEC is also governed by the T&TEC Act.  And there is 

also, I am advised, a WASA Act.  There is no Act of Parliament 

governing the National Gas Company.  In fact, there is no specific 

legislation speaking to natural gas in Trinidad and Tobago.  And that 

may be something that we have to treat with as one of the 

recommendations coming out of the gas master plan.   

And he raised the issue of the gas master plan, and I would like 

to say that this country had a natural gas master plan that was 

commissioned in the year 2001 and was presented to the then Minister 

of Energy, Eric Anthony Williams, in January 2002.   

And that report sat on a shelf until it was discovered by yours 

truly in the year 2011.  And I have that report, it was done by a 

company called Gaffney, Cline and Associates, and it had—it was 

commissioned under the then UNC administration, under Ministers 

Ganga Singh and Lindsay Gillette.  And that report had some very 

strong recommendations for how we structured the economy for 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

I raise this point because I am very grateful for the opportunity 

given by the Leader of Government Business and provoked by Sen. 
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Faris Al-Rawi to speak to the country on the issue of energy, economy 

and trade, because I believe that the issue of natural gas is becoming 

more and more critical as we approach a point where we are having 

curtailments.  And we are having curtailments of natural gas and we 

have had curtailments for the last five years, and the curtailment is not 

30 per cent.  There may be days when it is 30 per cent, but in 2014 it 

averaged around 13 per cent; so not 30.   

I have given voluminous explanations in the House of 

Representatives as to why we are where we are today.  And I have 

explained that in the years 2008, 2009 and 2010 this country’s largest 

producer of natural gas went into an investment shell.  They stopped 

investing in Trinidad and Tobago and that caused us to be where we 

are today.  And today, we are playing catch-up with regard to BP, and 

BP has committed to this country. In fact, I want to say, 2015 is BP’s 

largest ever investment in Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping]  

That is an investment of TT $1.5 billion, mainly in the Juniper Project 

and that project has started.  There were some protests, as you know, 

outside the fabrication yard around employment and so on, but the 

Juniper Project is a go. It has started and BP will bring into this 

country a third rig.  They now have two rigs in the country, they are 
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bringing in a third rig to work for BP only, and that takes BP from a 

position from having zero rigs in 2010 - of course, activity being flat -

to where they are today, with what they call three and a half rigs—

because they have something called a hydraulic workover unit which 

they count as a half rig.   

So they have ramped-up activity to bring natural gas into 

production from Juniper Field and to do developmental drilling in 

other fields that they have.  And we believe that will go some way to 

alleviate the problems that we have by the year 2017, which is not far 

away.  He also raised the issue of natural gas contracts at Point Lisas 

and he raised the issue of gas curtailments and so on.  And he raised 

the issue of the NGC’s spending on corporate social responsibility 

which has been very much in the news and which I will come back to. 

But I want to come back to the whole issue, and it is related to 

the outlay for the economy as presented by Sen. Bharath and how he 

positioned this economy to do trade with countries like Panama, 

because Panama has expressed an interest in obtaining supplies of 

liquefied natural gas from this country.  Because Panama’s 

electricity—Panama consumes a tremendous amount of electricity.  

And you may ask yourself the question, where does that electricity 
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go?  Well Panama does not have any big industries like Trinidad and 

Tobago.  What Panama has is a lot of people.  Panama’s population is 

and you could check it, I think it is three or four times what our 

population is— 

Sen. Bharath:  Three point eight million.   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Three point eight million, roughly 

fourmillion persons, and there are also many people who are 

domiciled in Panama on a temporary basis like Americans and visitors 

and so on.   

Panama uses a tremendous amount of electricity for residential 

and commercial purposes.  And that demand is growing steadily every 

year.  They are getting that electricity, some of it from hydroelectric, 

some of it from burning fossil fuels, from burning fuel oil and diesel 

and so on, which is expensive and dirty and they are looking at 

sourcing natural gas in the form of liquefied natural gas for their 

country.  And they have been talking to Trinidad and Tobago for a 

couple of years about sourcing LNG from this country once they get 

their regasification terminals built.   

So the energy sector in Trinidad has a relationship with Panama 

and, of course, as I said, there is a potential for LNG trade being 
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enhanced because of the expansion of the canal.  But when we talk 

about natural gas and its uses in Trinidad, we must be very careful that 

we get the best value for that natural gas, whenever we put that natural 

gas, we must get the best return on the investment as a country.  And 

we at the Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs are beginning to 

question seriously the future of the natural gas sector with regard to 

the return that the country gets.   

You see, it is not a secret, and I will not call the name of the 

company.  It is not a secret that there are companies in Trinidad and 

Tobago that consume natural gas, that are heavily subsidized by the 

National Gas Company.  And that might come as a shock and a 

surprise to many.  But there are companies that are subsidized by 

T&TEC and by the National Gas Company, and we do not want to 

delve too much in that area because we have a responsibility to people 

who invest in Trinidad and Tobago.   

But moving forward, we as a country have to ensure that we get 

the best return on investment for our depleting resource which is 

natural gas.  And when Sen. Al-Rawi raises the issue of natural gas 

contracts at the Point Lisas Industrial Estate and he raises the issue of 

the Joint Select Committee on T&TEC, one cannot help but think that 



135 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. K. Ramnarine (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

he is referring to a specific company.    

2.55p.m. 

I have been doing some research, and in England there is a 

gentleman called Lord Mandelson.  Minister Bharath might be 

familiar with who Lord Mandelson is because Lord Mandelson was 

the Minister of Trade—[Interruption]  

Sen. Bharath:  Peter Mandelson. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Peter Mandelson—in one of the 

previous UK Cabinets, and one of the things that he was accused of 

by—I think it was the Telegraph, one of the British newspapers—was 

having conflicts of interest and not declaring those conflicts of interest 

to the British Parliament.   

I just want to put on record that the issue of conflict of interest 

is a serious thing, and I have here the May’s—this is the 24th edition, 

2011 , page 80, and it reads: 

Declaration of interest in debate.   

In a debate a Member is required to declare any relevant 

pecuniary interest or benefit of whatever nature, whether direct 

or indirect, that he may have had, may have or may be 

expecting to have. 
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And I want to put that on the record of Hansard that that is expected 

in the British Parliament which many people like to quote and like to 

hold up as a model for Trinidad and Tobago and so on.  It is what is 

expected of the May’s 24th edition, that the issue of conflict of 

interest—and I am not casting aspersions on any particular person in 

this Chamber, but Dr. Tewarie did raise a point about using the 

Parliament—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  What point is that?   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  “Yuh want meh tuh say what the 

point is?” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Say it.  Be straight. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Dr.Tewarie did make the point about 

using the Parliament to pursue the interest of one’s clients, and that—

[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  “Who yuh talking about?”  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:—and that is a very serious matter.  

Sen. Hadeed:  Who is your client down in Point Lisas? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  You see—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, I would like to rise on a Point of 

Order. 
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Hon. Senator:  What is the Point of Order? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  35(5).   Could we be straight as to what the Minister is 

talking about so this record is clear? 

Madam President:  Hon. Senator, 35(5) speaks to imputing improper 

motives.  I have not heard of any improper motives being imputed in 

what the hon.  Senator has said so far.  Carry on, Minister.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk like a man, Kevin.  “Doh hide.”  

Sen. Hadeed:  “We talkin bout Mittal.” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk straight.  

Sen. Hadeed:  “I tellin yuh is Mittal.  Yuh represent Mittal.” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk straight.  “Doh hide behind petticoat.”  Go 

ahead. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  “Doh hide behind petticoat?” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Come on.  Talk straight.  Say what you want to say.  

“Doh dance arong.”  Answer the issue— 

Sen. G. Singh:  No, no, you cannot be interrupting like that.  You had 

your say. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Thin-skinned, Madam President.  

Thin-skinned.  They talk about thin-skinned and they are the most 

thin-skinned people you could ever come across. [Desk thumping] 
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Thin skinned!   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk straight, man.  Big man!  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  You know, when the Japanese 

bombed Pearl Harbor, a Japanese general said, “I fear all we have 

done is … awaken a sleeping giant.”  [Laughter and desk thumping] 

All we have done is awaken a sleeping giant, right?   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk straight!  Talk straight!  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  And your colleagues in the House of 

Representatives caused me to have to come down there and deal with 

issues that they raised and—I mean, if you want me to talk straight, I 

will talk straight.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Talk straight.   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Could you tell us whether you have 

an interest with regard to Mittal and electricity rates at Point Lisas? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, hon. Minister.  It is a matter of fact that I 

do represent ArcelorMittal in certain matters.  Relative to this 

particular matter, I am speaking in relation to the manufacturing 

sector and T&TEC’s rates.  So I wish to put on the record, you have 

asked a straight question and I am grateful for you doing so.  Number 

one, I have a cadre of clients at the Point Lisas Industrial Estate.  One 
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of my clients includes the ArcelorMittal facility.  NEC, for your 

information, is also a client of mine, and that one, perhaps, is also 

included.  The Natural Gas Company is also a client of mine, 

historically on record. 

So I just want to lay it out onto the fact that there is nothing inside of 

there that has crossed my mind as to a conflict of interest.  I do have a 

broad-based portfolio of clients in Trinidad and Tobago and the 

reference to T&TEC on this and rates is quite simple.  Is T&TEC 

seeking to levy a charge, as has been put forward as a result of its 

losses in the joint select committee of Parliament?  And I appreciate 

you giving the opportunity because you certainly could not be 

imputing an improper motive to me because I would know to disclose 

any interest that I have.  So you are misguided if you are going there, 

but I do not take it that far.   

Thank you, hon. Minister.   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  But, Madam President, when the 

hon. Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development rose on a 

Point of Order,  his Point of Order was described as, what? 

[Interruption]   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I said 34(a). 
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Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:—as rubbish or something like that.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  It was.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  So at that point to time, Sen. 

Al-Rawi had the opportunity to declare his interest in this matter, and 

he did not declare his interest in this matter.  So, therefore, you 

know—[Desk thumping]  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Read 35(5) now, imputing improper motives, and if 

so—[Crosstalk] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Is that a point of order?  

Sen. Al-Rawi:   Madam President, he says that I have not declared a 

conflict of interest, having laid down a track that to do so is a breach 

of the parliamentary process.  If that is not an improper motive, then I 

do not know what is.   

Madam President:  Hon. Senator, did you give way to the Senator? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  I did not give way, but I respect the 

Chair, so— 

Madam President:  Continue, hon. Senator. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Thank you very much.  [Desk 

thumping]  And you see, it is election season, and as I said, be careful 

when you attack Pearl Harbor.  You may well awaken a— 
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[Sen. Al-Rawi stands] 

Hon. Senator:  No!  Sit down!  Do not give way!   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  That is not “way”, that is a Point of Order, Ma’am—

34(a) 

Hon. Senator:  He has to give way.  Read 34(a).  Read it properly.  

He has to give way.   

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, 35(5), imputing improper 

motives. I did not infer any improper motive from what the Minister 

has said.  Continue, hon. Minister.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  I just read from the May’s and the 

May’s is very clear that if one has a conflict of interest, one should 

declare that conflict of interest to Parliament.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  What is the conflict? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  The Member said that he was 

speaking broadly, very, very—very interesting defence.  He was 

speaking broadly about the manufacturing sector, but it just so 

happened that he was referring to a particular rate increase that 

affected his client.  [Desk thumping]  That particular rate increase 

affected his client.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, 35(5). 
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Sen. G. Singh:  “Jack-in-de-box now, boy.” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President will rule.   

Madam President:  Sen. Al Rawi, what, in particular, are you saying 

is an improper motive, according to the language used by the Minister 

who was on his feet, Minister Ramnarine? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Madam President.  The hon. Minister has 

said that the Parliamentary Practice in May’s is one such that a 

Member must declare a conflict of interest, and he says that that is 

treated as a matter of serious concern in parliaments.  He has then 

gone on to say that I am in a conflict of interest position in relation to 

one of my clients, he, having given way for me to explain that I 

represent several clients at the Point Lisas Industrial Estate. 

He is therefore ascribing onto me an improper motive of not 

declaring a conflict of interest because he says that there is a 

pecuniary gain.  He has read the rule out.  And I am saying, for your 

ruling, of course, as I will be guided, that he is ascribing onto me an 

improper motive and I wish to challenge that.  He has the right to 

bring a substantive Motion in relation to me if he chooses, but he has 

said squarely on this Parliament floor that a conflict of interest has 

arisen and that I am guilty of it.  I reject that.  
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Sen. G. Singh:  No, no.  He never said that. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I reject it and I am asking for your ruling. 

Sen. G. Singh:  He never said that. 

Madam President:  I have heard you, Sen. Al-Rawi, and I understand 

what you have said.  You are disputing that you have any conflict of 

interest whatsoever with respect to the content of your speech, and I 

recognize what you have said.  Hon. Minister, please carry on.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Thank you very much—

[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  If Mittal is your client, say so.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  And I have.  [Crosstalk] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Madam President,  the Member has 

put on record—and we recognize his forthrightness—that he is the 

attorney for one of the largest consumers of electricity—the largest 

consumer of electricity—in Trinidad and Tobago, ArcelorMittal, that 

is currently in a dispute with T&TEC—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Over what? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  I have a letter here from you.  I could 

read the letter.  The letter may elucidate the conflict.  



144 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. K. Ramnarine (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Hon. Senator:  Read it!  Read it!   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  But there is a letter here—I do not 

want to dwell on this matter too much.  He is the attorney for 

ArcelorMittal and—[Interruption] 

Hon. Senator:  No, but read the letter. 

Sen. Hadeed:  We want to hear it.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:—we have seen in the Parliament, not 

only on this occasion but on other occasions, where the Parliament has 

been used, and I am not saying by any specific person.  I have seen—I 

have sat a couple times in the Parliament and I have seen where the 

Parliament has been used to further the interest of persons on the 

outside who have a relationship, whether a commercial relationship or 

a legal relationship or a family relationship, with persons in this 

Parliament.  [Desk thumping]  I am saying that we subscribe to best 

practice.  We come in this Parliament and we talk about the British 

and we aspire to be like the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons, and I am saying that there is a very serious matter in 

Britain right now involving Lord Mandelson and his many 

relationships with private sector companies and those relationships, 

whether they were declared or not declared in the British Parliament.   
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Sen. G. Singh:  Are you saying we have a Mandelson here? 

Sen. Hadeed:  We have a Lord Al-Rawi now.  

Hon. Senator:  “Read de letter, nah boy.” 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  One of the things with the PNM that 

Dr.Tewarie has pointed out—and you know Dr. Tewarie is a very 

wise man—is that they want to tell you what to say and they want to 

tell you what to do.  Why is that?  [Desk thumping] Why is that?  We 

will say what we have to say.  I have a responsibility, as a Minister of 

Energy and Energy Affairs, to companies in Point Lisas, to companies 

in Trinidad and Tobago, and I will not reveal the name of a company 

that receives massive subsidies from different state enterprises in 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

I have analytical data here from the National Gas Company that 

shows that there is one company that has been subsidized to the 

tune—and Minister Singh is a Member of the standing committee and 

he is familiar with some of these.  Other Members of this Chamber 

here are Members of the standing committee.  We are talking about 

the loss of billions of Trinidad and Tobago dollars.  It runs into the 

hundreds of millions on an annual basis, of moneys lost as a 

consequence of gas going into certain facilities when that gas could 
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have been sold to higher-priced markets—ammonia—and the country, 

one day, will have to make a decision—[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  When was that agreement entered into, in 2002? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Exactly.  The country one day will 

have to make a choice as to how the country moves forward with 

regard to the allocation of natural gas.  And I am saying that there is a 

natural gas master plan.  I am saying the Panamanians—for the 

interest of this particular matter, the Panamanians—and other Latin 

American countries have expressed interest in buying liquefied natural 

gas. 

The Dominican Republic, which Sen. Dr. Mahabir spoke about 

eloquently, was one of the first countries in this region to purchase 

natural gas from Trinidad and Tobago, and they still do.  In fact, they 

want more because it reduces the cost of doing manufacturing and the 

cost of electricity in that country.  LNG from this country goes to 

Puerto Rico and the majority of LNG in this country goes to South 

America right now—46 per cent.  

So, there is scope to expand that LNG trade in Latin America, 

and therefore we have to consider very carefully the value that we get 

for our depleting natural resource.  It cannot be chasing behind 
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inefficient investments, inefficient plants in Trinidad and Tobago.  I 

mean, people have to invest in either upgrading their plants or taking 

part in evolution, and you know what evolution does to inefficiency.   

So, when you open a door, expect somebody to push a little 

more on that door.  

Sen. Hadeed:  “When he  open ah box he  seein skeletons.” 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  What is the— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  32(4). 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Why you so thin-skinned? 

Madam President:  Hon. Senator, 32(4):    

“A Senator who has spoken on a question may again be heard 

to offer explanation of some material part of his speech when 

he alleges he has been misunderstood or misrepresented, but he 

shall not introduce new matter.” 

Senator, you have not indicated that you have been misunderstood or 

misrepresented.  Hon. Minister, please continue.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Sorry, Madam President.  Standing Order 34 requires 

that I simply state the Standing Order.  If you wish me to elucidate, I 

would be very happy to do that.  But for your guidance, to me, I 

would appreciate that having complied with the Standing Orders, 
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34(a) as raised by Sen. Dr. Tewarie, my obligation is to state the 

Standing Order and have my seat, which I have done. 

If you wish me to explain that, Madam President, so that you may 

entertain the request, I would be happy to oblige.  But suffice it to say 

the language of the Standing Order is that my statement is that I have 

been misrepresented.  You may rule upon it, but it is usual, after you 

have considered what the aspect is, that I can do so at the end of the 

hon. Minister’s speech.  But, certainly, Madam President, I am not 

required to state it as I have just done.  [Crosstalk]  No, I just want the 

Standing Orders to be applied fairly, Madam President, simply that, 

and I am sure your Clerk will guide you appropriately.   

3.10 p.m. 

Madam President:  Hon. Senator, you have drawn to my attention 

that you seem to have been misunderstood or misrepresented.  You 

will have an opportunity to clarify your position at the end of the 

Minister’s contribution.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Much obliged, Madam.  Thank you. 

Madam President:  Carry on, Minister Ramnarine.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Thank you very much.  Again, 

Madam President, very thin skinned.  You know, you have to have 
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thicker skin if you want to be in politics for a long time.  [Desk 

thumping]  You have to have thicker skin, and if you want advice on 

the thickness of skin—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Come and run for a seat. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Oooh, are you baiting me?  I mean—

[Interruption]  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I am baiting you, man.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Well, you know, in this letter here, 

which is a letter from a certain attorney to Pollanais, Blanc,  de la 

Bastide & Jacelon,  attorneys-at-law, No. 9 Irving Street, San 

Fernando—you seem to have a preoccupation with San Fernando.  

The contents of this letter, which is a letter written to the attorneys for 

T&TEC—[Interruption]  

Hon. Senator:  What date? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  On the 22nd of December, 2014.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Who is the author of the letter? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  I am coming to the author of the 

letter just now.  The contents of this letter—and it is very technical 

information—bares a strange parallel to contents in the contribution 

made by Sen. Al-Rawi about two hours ago when he contributed—
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[Interruption],  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  What is the point? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:—and the letter is signed by Faris Al-

Rawi, cc Robert Bayield, cc Vijayalakshmi Jaigopal or something like 

that. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  And what is the point? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  I just wanted to put that on the 

record. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  And what is the point?  Draw the dots.  [Crosstalk] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Coming now to the whole issue of—

again, he spent a lot of time on the National Gas Company and his 

contribution was strangely unstructured.  I have been sitting opposite 

Sen. Al-Rawi for five years, he normally has a very structured 

contribution, but today he was jumping all over the place and coming 

back to the National Gas Company and he came back to the National 

Gas Company at the end.   

There has been, Madam President, a lot of information in the news 

with regard to the NGC.  And with regard to that map, the electoral 

map that was published in the Express on Sunday, I just want to make 

the point to the Parliament that the data that was used to draw that 
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map is ex post facto data.  It is spending that had already happened in 

the years 2013 and 2014, and what the company was simply trying to 

do was to ascertain how effective their corporate social responsibility 

initiatives were and the reach of the CSR initiative.   

If we were to use the logic of the Opposition that the NGC’s 

CSR spending is for the gain of the People’s Partnership, then one 

may also extrapolate from that logic that the NGC is supporting the 

People’s National Movement because some of the areas that received 

the largest expenditure from the NGC on that map were Port of Spain 

South, [Desk thumping] Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West and, 

strangely enough and one must enquire, San Fernando East received a 

significant amount of money.  [Desk thumping]  If it is you say that 

the UNC or the PP-held constituencies received more money, well 

then that is only logical because we have 27 or 28 constituencies and 

the PNM has 11 or 12.  So naturally, by the process of mathematics, 

more money would be spent in the constituencies held by the People’s 

Partnership.  [Desk thumping]  

So that map was simply trying to look at how effectively the 

moneys were disturbed throughout Trinidad and Tobago, and all 

constituencies are not the same.  If Bp was to draw that map and tried 
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to look at how they track their expenditure, one may conclude that BP 

is supporting Gypsy in Mayaro because the majority of their CSR 

expenditure goes into Mayaro.  So, it is—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  You really believe that, boy? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  You see, they try to tell you what to 

say.  They try to tell you.  I mean—[Interruption]  

Sen. Coudray:  Kevin. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Ignore.  So, Madam President, I want 

to put on record that that map was simply for the purposes of 

ascertaining the effectiveness and the reach of corporate social 

responsibility, and therefore—and you should have a conversation 

with the Members for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West and Port of 

Spain South. 

Prime Minister—Madam President, you see I am being 

distracted by a lot of noise on the other side.  Some of them have been 

allocated constituencies.  Avinash Singh, of course, Sen.  Singh, 

Caroni Central, is very quiet.  I see Sen. Cudjoe is now in Tobago 

West.  You see, in politics you must remain mysterious, so I will not 

fall for that trap.  I will not fall for that trap. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Go ahead and describe it that way. 
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Madam President:  Sen. Al-Rawi, you make a big point of being 

misunderstood and misrepresented and you are not allowing the rest 

of us to hear what the Minister has to say.  So be guided by your own 

wisdom.  Thank you.  Continue, Minister. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes, Madam President. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Madam President, you know, Sen. 

Al-Rawi reminds me of a character from Miguel Street.  He is very 

“Naipaulian”. Very “Naipaulian” in his approach to politics and so on 

and he is very predictable.  If anything, we expect this kind of 

behaviour every Tuesday.  He is now aspiring to be the MP for San 

Fernando West and we wish him a sound defeat when he contests that 

seat. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Come and run against me, nah?  Step up, man. 

Sen. Hadeed:  “You will get your dose, doh worry.” 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  But people in San Fernando West 

have said that they do not know Sen. Al-Rawi.  He is unknown to 

them.  He lives somewhere else in Trinidad and Tobago and he is seen 

to be coming down to San Fernando and so on.  

Sen. G Singh:  And what Regrello saying about it?  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  And Regrello, of course, is the 
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person who was rejected. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Good contribution boy. Solid energy policy. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  You want some more energy?  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  “Gimmeh more.”  [Crosstalk] 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  No, no, they want to talk about 

energy policy, so let us talk about energy policy.  Let us talk about the 

PNM’s energy policy from 2002 to 2010.  That PNM energy policy 

led to several interesting projects, one of them being the gasoline to 

liquids project.   

You know, to this day, the entire world wants low sulphur 

diesel right now because the United States and Europe are putting in 

place laws that say that your ships must burn low sulphur diesel in 

their waters.  So, we set about on what we call a clean fuels project in 

Petrotrin, in the year 2004, under the People’s National Movement.  

Not a bad idea.  A good idea because the world wants cleaner fuels, 

but that clean fuels project had two flags, and I have never to this day 

seen a single editorial in this country written about the GTL project.  I 

have never seen a single investigative story written about the GTL 

project.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Capil Bissoon will write one just now.  
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Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  But, Madam President, the gasoline 

to liquids project, the GTL project, cost this country close to—what is 

it?—[Interruption] 

Sen. Hadeed:  Three point four billion dollars. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:—TT $3.4 billion to date, [Desk 

thumping] and remains in the description of some people, a scrap iron 

heap.   

Of course, Madam President, you are very familiar I know with 

the Petrotrin camp and you might know where the GTL project is, and 

you would know also where the failed and abandoned headquarters 

for Petrotrin is.  We call it the crab shell.  You see it every day on the 

highway.  As you are on the northbound lane you cannot help but miss 

it.  It is the abandoned headquarters of Petrotrin and I think that has 

already gone somewhere close to TT $400 million down the drain in, 

again, concrete, steel and a project that could not be completed.  Then 

you have the gasoline optimization programme that went from US 

$350 million in 2005 to US $1.6 billion to this day, and we heard very 

little from the people who are supportive of that side.  And I want to 

put on record that the cat cracker is operational. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Finally. 
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Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  The cat cracker is operational and no 

help from the other side to get it operational.  In fact, your allies were 

very much contributing to not having it in operation. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Who is that, boy?  Who is that? 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Yes, your allies.  They are very quiet 

these days after the Prime Minister “rest some lash” on them during 

the Christmas period.  [Desk thumping] Your allies on that side.  That 

is the energy policy of the PNM, gasoline to liquids, gasoline 

optimization, cost overrun, allegations, allegations and, of course, the 

headquarters, and I will come back to one you may not know because 

I have asked for the information on this one.  

There is a project in Tobago called the Cove Industrial Estate 

and at the heart of the Cove Industrial Estate is a gas processing 

facility  for which construction started under the PNM, and when this 

Government came into office we completed that.  The NGC 

management will tell you that in 2011 when they went to that site it 

was a total disaster.  In fact, the entire thing had to be scrapped 

because all the wells in that facility, in Cove Industrial Estate, were 

deemed failed because wells on an industrial plant have to be X-rayed 

to ensure that there are no air bubbles and so on.  All those wells 
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failed the quality control test and that entire facility literally had to be 

broken down and built  back, and it had to do with the contractors 

who were retained by the NGC, under the PNM, to build that facility 

and those contractors are well-known financiers of the PNM. 

Hon. Senator:  Who is that boy? 

Sen. Maharaj:  Uthara?   

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  And that project—you talking about 

Uthara Rao or Vitara, because we could talk about Uthara Rao too and 

quarrying in Windsor park. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  You getting disjointed now, you know. 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Well, the Panamanians want quarry 

material too.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  You could be a little bit more structured than that  

after five years.  Come on! 

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  But, Madam President, there has 

been a tremendous waste, a tremendous legacy of failed projects 

under the PNM.  Coming to the NGC, I want to say the NGC used to 

throw an all-inclusive fete, I enquired.  Under this Government the 

NGC has thrown no all-inclusive fete, but the NGC used to throw an 

all-inclusive fete and in 2008 the cost of the all-inclusive fete was a 
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bit more than a million dollars.  [Desk thumping]  So bringing 2008 

money into the year 2015, it will not be $1 million.   

Having said that, many issues have been raised about the 

National Gas Company in the last two weeks.  The facts of the matter 

on that as stated by the company are that the audit report which is 

being referred to in the newspapers is not a final product, has not been 

submitted to the management of the company and has not been 

submitted to the internal audit team of the National Gas Company, 

and is a work in progress.   

I met with the NGC this morning, Madam President, to hear 

their side of the story.  We met with the acting President of the 

company, Maria Thorne, and we met with the board of directors of the 

company, and the company has a very plausible explanation for a lot 

of what is coming out right now in the news.  Having said that, the 

allegations that have been raised in the public space against the 

National Gas Company are indeed serious allegations and are cause 

for concern for the line Ministry, the Ministry of Energy and Energy 

Affairs, and are a cause for concern at the Ministry of Finance and the 

Economy.   

Given that the Government is appreciative of the importance of 
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the NGC to the national economy, the NGC contributes roughly 18 

per cent now of Government revenue and that is a significant chunk.  

The only company contributing more revenue than the NGC in 

Trinidad and Tobago is Bp at this point in time.  Given the importance 

of the NGC to the economy and given the concerns that have been 

raised in the public domain, in consultation with the Minister of 

Finance and the Economy we have decided to establish a committee 

to consider all the allegations made against the National Gas 

Company in the last—[Interruption]   

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, the speaking time of the hon. 

Senator has expired.  

Motion made: That the hon. Senator’s speaking time be 

extended by 15 minutes.  [Sen. G. Singh] 

Question put and agreed to.  

3.25 p.m.  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  Thank you, Madam President.  Let 

me just reverse a bit, the Ministry requested a report from the National 

Gas Company.  That report was submitted on Friday last week and 

that report is being reviewed by myself and the Permanent Secretary.  

The Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs in collaboration and in 
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consultation with the Ministry of Finance and the Economy intends to 

set up a committee to consider all the circumstances related to the 

allegations levelled against the National Gas Company in the public 

domain.   

The committee will comprise: Mr. Hayden Tony as Chairman 

and include a representative of the Ministry of Energy and Energy 

Affairs and a representative of the Ministry of Finance and the 

Economy.  The representative of the Ministry of Energy and Energy 

Affairs is Mr. Leroy Mayers and the representative of the Ministry of 

Finance and the Economy is Mr. Phillip Marshall.  Mr. Hayden Tony 

is an attorney-at-law and a retired director of the Ministry of Energy 

and Energy Affairs.  Mr. Leroy Mayers is a retired Permanent 

Secretary, Ministry of Energy and Energy Affairs and Ministry of 

Finance and the Economy.  And Mr. Phillip Marshall is a former 

Independent Senator and now Director of Strategic Management for 

the Ministry of Finance and the Economy.   

And these three gentlemen, in the conduct of their work, will 

report to the Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs and Minister of 

Finance and the Economy with regard to the allegations that have 

been made against the National Gas Company.  I want to put that on 
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the record of the Hansard to—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Which allegation?  

Sen. The Hon. K. Ramnarine:  The allegations that are in the public 

domain with regard to the National Gas Company.  They will report, 

as I said, to the Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs and the 

Minister of Finance and the Economy.  

Madam President, the Panama Partial Scope Agreement.  

Panama Partial Scope Agreement is, indeed, a very important 

milestone for our Government.  The Government’s policy is 

expansive and outward.  In the last five years, we have lifted the 

profile of Trinidad and Tobago internationally and a lot of credit for 

that must go to the hon. Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Mrs. 

Kamla Persad-Bissessar.  [Desk thumping]  I have had the good 

fortune of accompanying the Prime Minister on many of her state 

visits abroad and I have seen the hard work and the long hours that 

she puts in to ensure that she lifts the profile of the Republic of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping] 

One of the areas where we are particularly proud of the 

progress that we have made is the area of the unitization of cross-

border reserves.  We have now moved the Loran Manatee Field to a 
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very advanced point where the four companies involved are 

negotiating what they call the Unit Operating Agreement, and that 

agreement will shortly be submitted to the Ministers of Energy of 

Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela.   

We have signed the field’s Pacific treaty for what we call the 

Cocuina Manakin field which is one of the three fields we share with 

the Venezuelans.  It is a smaller field.  It is approximately 0.74 trillion 

cubic feet of natural gas of which 66 per cent is on theTrinidad side 

and 34 per cent is on the Venezuelan side.  We continue to dialogue 

with the Venezuelans and indeed Latin American countries with 

regard to expanding trade and investment opportunities with those 

countries.   

We started off with a very profound analysis of foreign policy 

juxtaposed in a historical matrix by Sen. Mahabir where he discussed 

the evolution of the economies of the Caribbean and Latin America.  

He explained why, when we go to our groceries in Trinidad and 

Tobago, we do not see products from Latin America.  I want to say, 

however, that our local manufacturing sector must be praised because 

our local manufacturing sector has been penetrating Latin America. 

When I go to the Super 99s in Panama—the Super 99 is a chain 
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of groceries—you could see on the shelves in the groceries in Panama, 

products, and when you turn around the product, it is made in 

Trinidad and Tobago, and we feel very proud of our local 

manufacturers.  And part of the competitiveness of the local 

manufacturing sector, of course, has to do with natural gas and 

electricity in Trinidad and Tobago.   

But we feel that an agreement such as the Panama Partial Scope 

Agreement, the treaties that we have signed with Venezuela, there is a 

lot of work going on between Trinidad and Tobago and Guatemala 

and Costa Rica.  Neal & Massy, I know, is expanding into Colombia 

in a very significant way.  We have excellent relationships with 

Brazil.  As I said, we sell 46 per cent of our liquefied natural gas now 

to Argentina, Brazil and Chile.   

So what Sen. Mahabir spoke about, that dream of the 

integration of the English-speaking Caribbean with the Spanish-

speaking Latin American region and, in particular, he looked at the 

central part of Latin America, Venezuela going up into Colombia, into 

Panama, into Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico and so on.  

That dream of that economic integration between the English-

speaking Caribbean and Latin America will be realized in the future.  
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As we speak, barriers are coming down more and more. 

And there is a progressive wind blowing in Latin America and 

you see the economies of Panama, Colombia, in particular, and I think 

Peru, doing very well from where they were 10 or 20 years ago. And 

Trinidad and Tobago has to position itself in that new global game, as 

Henry Kissinger called it, to benefit from these relationships that have 

been strained by history but now, out of necessity, we must form those 

bonds with Latin America.   

I therefore support this legislation and I commend the Minister 

of Trade, Industry, Investment and Communications for having 

brought this legislation to Parliament.  Thank you very much.  [Desk 

thumping]  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have granted leave for Sen. Al-

Rawi who raised Standing Order 32(4) to offer explanation on a 

material part of his speech.  Senator, you have one minute. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Two. 

Madam President:  One minute. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Sorry, a minute, Madam President?  The Standing 

Orders provide for two, just for your guidance. 

Madam President:  You have one minute and I am guided by the 
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Clerk.   

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  She is wrong. 

Madam President:  You have one minute, please. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Madam President.  I rise on this 

Standing Order to correct the material misrepresentation made by the 

Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs.  The Ministry of Energy and 

Energy Affairs has stated that I have been drawing from my legal 

practice in relation to matters.  I spoke squarely in relation to matters 

coming from the Joint Select Committee of Parliament and, in fact, 

from the parliamentary record as brought on by Mr. Warner, Member 

of Parliament, speaking in the House of Representatives relative to 

natural gas curtailment.   

I wish to state for the record that I do, in fact, represent many 

large-scale entities in Trinidad and Tobago at the industrial estate and 

elsewhere, all of whom are industrial customers. In that regard, it 

ought to be no secret therefore that what I say, obviously, is drawn 

from information which is not only in the public domain, but from 

information which comes across.  But I certainly do not have a 

conflict of interest apparent in this regard and, in any event, I make 
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the declaration now that I do represent several large-scale companies.  

Thank you.  I would like the hon. Minister to be guided.  

Madam President:  Can you take your seat?  Thank you very much, 

hon. Senator.  Other Senators wishing to join the debate may continue. 

Sen. Diane Baldeo-Chadeesingh:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President, for the opportunity to contribute to this Bill.  But, before I 

get into the meat of my contribution, I listened very attentively to Sen. 

Ramnarine in his attempt in the first five minutes to answer a very, 

very simple question and the question was—and I did not get it even 

after one hour—is T&TEC agitating to raise industrial rates to $120 

per kilowatt hour?  It was a very simple question.  Yes or no?  And I 

will give way for the hon. Senator to answer.   

Sen. Ramnarine:  Just repeat that question because I am going to 

give an answer that—a very interesting answer.  Repeat the question. 

Sen. D. Baldeo-Chadeesingh:  Is T&TEC agitating to raise industrial 

rates to $125 per kilowatt hour?   

Sen. Ramnarine:  Yeah, thank you very much, Senator.  According 

to the letter written by—from Al-Rawi and Company, the letter from 

Al-Rawi and Company on behalf of Arcelor Mittal, that is correct. 
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Sen. D. Baldeo-Chadeesingh:  So T&TEC is going to do that?   

Sen. Ramnarine:  No, I am not saying T&TEC, I am saying that is 

what Al-Rawi and Company has said in the letter that T&TEC 

proposes to do. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  You are asking the same question in the letter.   

Sen. Ramnarine:  I said according to the letter.  That is what they put 

in the letter.  

Sen. D. Baldeo-Chadeesingh:  And another issue, you spoke about 

the $1 million to attend fetes and tickets bought by NGC, but did your 

Government not campaign on integrity and transparency?  Is this okay 

now that you are saying, through you, Madam President?  

Madam President, in his opening statements, Sen. Bharath 

indicated that this agreement is carefully planned, that the 

Government is in the process of creating an enabling environment.  

But, Madam President, this Government’s style is one of obfuscation, 

creating very obscure meaning and uncertainty, and it will not 

facilitate any environment in which healthy trade agreements must 

survive.  

The Bill today will be not only a successful outcome for 

Trinidad and Tobago, but one that was developed through the vision 
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of the PNM Government, [Desk thumping] and taking the lead was the 

hon. Ken Valley, whom we on this side will always remember for his 

strategic work in all stages of the excellent teamwork from the 

Ministry of Industry and Trade he spearheaded.  The stage-by-stage 

execution of a plan to have a robust trade with Panama and Trinidad 

was well developed by the PNM Cabinet, and the agreement today has 

listed the imports and exports of trade proposed between our country 

and Panama.   

I wish, Madam President, to go to and if you would permit me, 

to quote excerpts of his address.  It was the address by the trade and 

industry Minister Kenneth Valley at the launch of the Dos Pinos line 

of products in Trinidad and Tobago by Original Foods Limited.  And 

part of it talks about: 

“The main mandate of the Ministry of Trade and Industry is the 

growth of the country’s non-energy sector.” 

This is within his address.  This is: 

“…economic growth through: 

Diversification. 

Building competitiveness. 

Pursuing greater market access for manufacturers and service 
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pro-viders. 

Integrating Trinidad and Tobago within Latin American 

economy.” 

And achieving sustainable diversification.   

Within that address, he also spoke about the local food and 

beverage industry.  The fact that it: 

“…is a stalwart of the non-energy manufacturing sector, 

contributing three per cent of total gross domestic 

product…and over 44 per cent of manufacturing GDP, with 

approximately 420 registered firms, employing over 9,000 

persons.” 

It goes on and he said: 

“Indeed, I have the honour of being responsible for negotiating 

bilateral agreements on behalf of Caricom, and I am pleased to 

note that we are in the preliminary stages of discussions 

with…(Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay)…” 

And it further goes on: 

“…I am”—also—“sure that you will be pleased to know that 

later”—on—“this year”—2006—“Copa Airlines will 

commence daily flights from Panama City to Port-of-Spain.  
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This will once more re-establish air linkage between Central 

America and the Caribbean and be an indispensable platform 

for deepening our trade integration with Central America.”   

[Interruption]  Madam President, can I have protection from Sen. 

Hadeed?  Thank you. 

Madam President:  Senator, please continue.   

Sen. D. Baldeo-Chadeesingh:  When we review the current 

environment, we must look at both countries and from the Bill and 

trade documents.  Of course, Panama, this is the country that we are 

entering trade negotiations with, and my review from the Economy 

Watch links the Panama—talks about the Panama world trade links.  

And it says that Panama, situated between North and South America, 

has a flourishing trade because of its strategic location.  The Panama 

Canal which links the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean is an 

important hub of several international trade transactions.  In fact, 

Panama’s trade is an important supporter of the nation’s economy.   

3.40p.m.  

And it talks also about a majority of Panama’s trade transactions are 

carried out in the Free Trade Zone.  It further goes on, this is the 

Economy Watch:   
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Panama entered the Bilateral Investment Treaty with the US in 

1982.  The Agreement is intended to protect US private 

investment in the nation and also assist Panama in developing 

its economy. 

Additionally, it says: 

A Free Trade Agreement was signed by the US and Panama in 

2007 although both countries are yet to implement it.   

But what is also interesting in this, it reports on the exports versus 

imports of this particular country and it exported to the US 39.2 per 

cent and it imported 29.6 per cent of products.  Again, in Sweden, it 

was 5.4 per cent they exported and they imported 4.2 per cent.  I say 

that just to give an indication of Panama’s import and export with 

other countries.  And the net export figure for Panama during 2009 

was $11.41billion, which was mainly from the following 

commodities: bananas, coffee, clothing, shrimp and sugar.   

And during the same year Panama’s imports exceeded exports 

by $2.21 billion and I hope we do not take a page from that book, in 

terms of following Panama, due to the nation’s independence on 

capital and consumer goods.   

But it also goes on to say that: 
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Panama’s current trade scenario is expected to improve 

significantly as a result of America’s endeavour to reconstruct 

the Panama Canal.  The reconstruction project, it notes, which 

commenced in 2007, with an estimated cost of US $5.3billion, 

is expected to revamp the Panama trade sector by 2014. 

At the time, from 2002, the PNM was looking on at developments in 

Panama and now we are simply reaping the benefits of that. 

Madam President, there is no doubt that, as a nation over our 

50-plus years, we have managed to develop industries as a result of 

incentives and subsidies which facilitated the growth of a robust 

manufacturing sector, as well as a range of exports which, today are 

listed in the schedule of the Bill.   

Listed as well is the list of the exports from Panama which will 

be allowed preferential treatment into Trinidad and Tobago.  It is 

obvious that there will be mutual benefit to both countries.  And like a 

recipe, where one has to follow the instructions to the letter, in the 

case of this trade agreement, one must add the enabling environment 

as an imperative for mutual success and sustainability. 

I have reviewed the section of the agreement, which indicates a 

most important clause, which is Article 12, Bilateral Safeguard 
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Measures.  It  speaks to:   

Safeguard measures shall consist of the temporary suspension 

of the tariff reductions, and so on.   

It goes on: 

Safeguard measures shall be applied for an initial period of no 

longer than one year.   

There were six parts to Article 12, concerning the safeguard measures, 

but I did not see any penalties for breach of the agreements throughout 

this Bill. 

In this regard, we must also take into consideration that, as 

outlined, these safeguard measures will allow a waiver of some type, 

which will prevent adverse conditions.  For example, the production 

of a product in such quantities that would cause damage to the 

industry and each partner because competition does drive a product 

out of the market.  So you would want to not have that problem either 

with Panama and more so in Trinidad and Tobago. 

There are other listed measures which would serve as internal 

mechanisms to ensure the mutual beneficial outcome in the trade 

proposed between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama and the 

methodology required for such monitoring audit of the quantities that, 
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in change of equation, must be clearly outlined to ensure effective 

implementation and management of this agreement.   

We must be a partner and we must be very well aware of the 

undertakings we will be bound to deliver to ensure successful 

adherence to this agreement.  This is an area where more details are 

required, as well as the audit period where such internal checks and 

balances are done to ensure compliance of this agreement. 

An area which is quite challenging is the environment in which 

we are to function.  Our industrial relations climate leaves a lot to be 

desired and such uncertainty will not assist in offering the supporting 

administration which is critical for any agreement of this type to 

function effectively.   

Case in point, can you believe just yesterday two police officers 

turned out at the Piarco Police Station, Madam President, and the fire 

officers complement was even significantly reduced as of yesterday?  

So it is something for us to keep in mind as we move forward with 

this.  And it is something very important that we must pay attention 

to. 

An area which is quite challenging is the environment in which we 

are to function, and the availability of the safeguard, the suspension of 
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the tariff and the temporary return to the reinstatement of the most 

favoured nation duties is welcomed as a policy which will reduce any 

tension and negative impact on the agreement’s successful 

implementation. 

Madam President, will the resolution process, when challenges 

arise, be prompt and effectively resolved to prevent the frustration of 

contracts and breaches of contracts?  The purpose of trade is to engage 

in business for profit, so the areas where risks can arise must be 

managed properly.  Are we ready for this in Trinidad and Tobago?   

The Minister can outline the processes in which one can rely to effect 

a mutually acceptable outcome.  And while we as a nation can rely on 

the World Trade Organization’s standards and penalties, as well as the 

arbitration process, when there are trade issues there is no such body 

to intervene in any impasse that may arise under this agreement.  And, 

therefore, we should be able to rely on internal respect to restore it to 

the manner in which it should be—in other words, internal checks and 

balances.   

Madam President, the safeguard option is very critical to reduce 

and eliminate threats to trade and it is hoped that the legal issues my 

colleagues have identified can also be readily resolved so that we 
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strengthen our links and increase our GDP, while improving our 

exports, not only in quality but in such quantities that finally the 

diversification of our economy can get some foreign exchange from 

this expansion of our trade.   

At this time, the reciprocal levels of representation in both 

countries are not at the same level.  Our presence in Panama, for 

instance—in Trinidad and Tobago, I think it is just a consulate which 

is—you know, when you hear that you think about significant staffing 

challenges.  It is not at the same level that we have in Panama, the 

presence of the Trinidad and Tobago Embassy in Panama.  Trinidad 

and Tobago’s presence in Panama does not allow the market 

penetration that trade requires on-site in the trading countries.  So 

there will be the same efforts by both trading partners to access 

markets and expand products as the market potential increases. 

Madam President, efforts must be made with ongoing audits to 

ensure regular feedback on successful marketing of products in both 

countries.  The links between the two countries regarding, for 

instance, air and sea transport must be dependable and efficient to 

ensure that the import and export,particularly of perishable items like 

agricultural items with short post-harvest quality time for export, 
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allows arrival to the importer in an appreciable state of quality that 

will allow satisfaction of the quality of the imported product and the 

satisfaction of the customers.   

This process from manufacturer or processing plant to exporter 

and on to importer must be an efficient accessible path so that the 

trade will be balanced and the trade will be managed.  The economic 

benefit of both trading partners will only be realized if the trading 

environment, Madam President, compliance and reduction of risks 

and spoilage as it relates to air and sea transport are well managed.   

There are challenges which we, as a country, must face and 

develop enabling administrative and manufacturing environments 

with quality processes and prompt customs and excise services.  Sen. 

Al-Rawi went into that so I will not get into it as well. 

But in conclusion, we are ready in the PNM to continue the 

vision which we started under a team, including the many public 

officers who work to advance this legislation that today we can look 

forward, Madam President, to this trade opportunity and with 

confidence in our manufacturing sector, embrace it and continue to 

diversify our economy.  Thank you, Madam President.   

Sen. Elton Prescott SC:  Thank you very much, Madam President, 
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for this opportunity to join the debate on the Bill to give effect to the 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement between the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago and the Republic of Panama and for related matters. 

I am proposing to speak in support of the Bill, which was ably 

presented by the Minister, Sen. Bharath.  This is because, in my view, 

the efforts of our Governments over the years to engage in South-

South trade need to be heralded, and so this continuing effort equally 

should be trumpeted in the same fashion.   

Economic development would, of course, flow to Trinidad and 

Tobago from all of these efforts, and that is a view that I am sure is 

supported all around by those of us in this Chamber and those who are 

engaged in trade.   

May I say that under this Minister, that particular Ministry has been 

receiving many encomiums for the advances it has made.  And it 

appears to me that the Minister could feel satisfied that the signing of 

the agreement between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the 

Republic of Panama was a step forward and is attributable to the work

of his Ministry and he should be commended for that.  [Desk 

thumping]  

There are aspects of the agreement which are scheduled to the 
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Bill which I wish to read into the record because members of the 

public will not yet have had an opportunity, in the way debates go 

here, to ascertain precisely what the benefits are and why we are 

entering into trade with Panama or advancing the trade between us.  

So I thought that I could look, if you will permit me, at what is 

provided in Parts III to V of the Bill.   

In Part III, which deals with trade facilitation, Article 18 is set 

out.  This is the facilitation of trade between the two countries on a 

bilateral basis, and it speaks to efforts being made, procedures being 

set in place, to reduce cost for importers and exporters and entry 

procedures being transparent to ensure predictability for importers and 

exporters.  Over the years, we have been hearing of the improvements 

that have been made in that regard.  The ASYCUDA system which 

we have put into place has been talked about and championed and it 

seems to me that we are partly ready to enjoy the benefits of this trade 

facilitation of which the schedule speaks.   

3.55p.m. 

Article 18 goes on to say that: 

The Parties shall encourage cooperation, technical assistance 

and the exchange of information, including information on best 
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practices, for the purpose of promoting the application of and 

compliance with the trade facilitation measures agreed upon. 

For the benefit of the public, the two countries have entered 

into an agreement which they say, it being partial scope, now allows 

for greater development of the specific issues provided for, and this is 

to be achieved by bilateral.  So I am assuming that we will continue to 

engage the Republic of Panama, and to put some meat on these 

provisions in Article 18. 

My reference to ASYCUDA, therefore, is an acknowledgement 

that we are well on the way to making ourselves ready, to ensure that 

procedures for importing and exportation, are efficient on our side in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  

In Article 19, there are provisions for cooperation, but I should 

move on to Article 20 which is of greater interest to me.  That is 

captioned, the Technical Cooperation Work Programme.  It is said 

there, if you look over at page 13: 

That the parties are to consider the inclusion in their work 

programme of elements which we will deal with inter alia, the 

exchange of vessel registry data, trans-shipment of goods in 

international transit for commercial practices.   
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Now, Ma’am, we all heard about the Panama Canal.  It has been in 

existence for a century to the best of my knowledge, and work is 

being done on the expansion of the canal to permit for greater 

transiting between—well, from one side of the world to the other.   

The advantage to us, and I think I have heard it mentioned here 

today, is that we too, as exporters of LNG, shall benefit by that 

expansion of the canal.  So the provisions that are contemplated in 

Article 20, insofar as they deal with trans-shipment of goods in 

international transit and commercial practices, are provisions which 

are going to be beneficial to us in the long run.  I would urge that the 

work on the bilaterals be pursued with vigour, to the extent that we 

shall eventually be able to put into writing further agreements in that 

particular area. 

I turn now to the provisions under Part IV, Trade in Services, 

Article 21. Article 21(2) reads as follows: 

The Parties agree to liberalize trade in services in selected 

sections of economic interest—   

And these are of interest to all of us in this country: 

—including travel and tourism, information, communication 

and telecommunication, maritime transport, financial services, 
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education services, construction services, recreational services, 

health, wellness and related services, cultural services, sporting 

services, energy services, port services, distribution services, 

research and development services, transport services and 

computer services and related services. 

On my reading of Article 21(2), Trinidad and Tobago has so advanced 

its own provision of services that one may feel that we are already 

partly there in the provision of these services locally.  I imagine that 

what is now being aimed for is an enhancement of our ability to trade 

with Panama in the exchange of these services.  I am particularly 

pleased to see that cultural and sporting services are included because 

both Panama and Trinidad and Tobago have a long history of 

competing regionally and internationally in sport, and our 

achievements in the areas of culture are well known, although some 

people say that they are the greatest secret this side of the world.   

But those who have authority to do so will now find that, 

between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama, we can move our 

relationship to such a point that we can have exchanges of technical 

knowledge and human resources, in the areas mentioned in Article 

21(2), and in my particular areas of interest—culture and sport. 



183 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. E. Prescott (cont’d)  

 

UNREVISED 

And if finally in relation to this, I could invite your attention to 

Part V, which deals with future negotiations in Article 22.  I think we 

ought to stress that what is now proposed in Article 22 is that there 

should be further bilateral discussions aimed at the following: the 

promotion and protection of investment of investors of either party, in 

the territory of the other party.   

Although I am not qualified to speak to what is needed to 

protect investors, I am satisfied that in Trinidad and Tobago, the 

economy being what it is, that we are likely to find that there are 

many of our people who would wish to invest in Panama.  Panama, as 

we have been told, has a substantial growing economy, and if we can 

add to the economic activity in Trinidad and Tobago through 

investment in that country, then we ought to be careful that the 

bilateral negotiations for the protection of investors provide protection 

to our citizens in their dealings with that country. 

Mr. Vice-President, much of what is provided in the agreement 

suggests that we are going to benefit tremendously if we take full 

advantage of what is proposed. These are not unusual agreements to 

be entered into.  I am satisfied that Trinidad and Tobago has taken the 

right step.   
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Once again, I congratulate the Minister and the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago for having taken us this far, and we trust that the 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement could now be replaced by an 

agreement or agreements which deal with each of the services 

addressed in the Partial Scope Trade Agreement, and to the benefit of 

our people. 

Thank you very much.  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development (Sen. The 

Hon. Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie):  [Desk thumping] Mr. Vice-

President, I stand on this occasion to give full support to this Bill 

before this honourable House: an Act to give effect to the Partial 

Scope Trade Agreement between the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago and the Republic of Panama, and for related matters.  

I want to congratulate the hon. Minister, Sen. Vasant Bharath, 

Minister responsible as part of his portfolio for Trade and Investment, 

and also the hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, for their contribution to, 

first of all, establishing the relations and facilitating the negotiations 

by a very capable team, and then bringing it to fruition with the 

signing of this particular Bill.  [Desk thumping] 

This Partial Scope Agreement, of course, does not cover every 
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item that it is possible to trade.  It is a partial scope and, therefore, it 

lists very clearly what are the items, the goods, the services, that are 

involved in this.   

I think the hon. Minister, Sen. Bharath, mentioned that this process 

began in July 2011, and actually our hon. Prime Minister, Mrs. Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar, was on hand in Panama, during the Seventh 

Americas Competitiveness Forum, when the occasion was seized 

upon, because it was an international forum in Panama, to have this 

agreement signed between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama. 

This is an important trade agreement because we are already 

seeing a significant amount of trade taking place between the two 

countries.  When I read the numbers, you will see that—I would not 

read the exact numbers;  I will just read the round figures.  You will 

see that the major beneficiary, so far, has been Trinidad and Tobago in 

terms of the balance of trade.  But no doubt as these things go, the 

balance of trade will even out, and both countries will benefit and, 

hopefully, there will also be investments from both countries, and this 

is an important development for Panama, as it is for Trinidad and 

Tobago and, very important, for the region as well. 

So, for instance, in 2009, we imported about TT $51 million 
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worth of goods from Panama, but we exported $317 million worth of 

goods.  In 2010, we imported about $46 million, but we exported 

$1,026 million worth of goods.  In 2011, we imported about $195 

million worth of goods, and we exported about TT $353million worth 

of goods.  In 2012, we imported $775 million and we exported $512 

million.  In 2013, we imported $97million;  we exported $942 million. 

In 2014, between January and June, we imported $52million, and we 

have so far exported $525million.  So this is a very, very beneficial 

arrangement to both countries, and it is certainly a beneficial 

arrangement to Trinidad and Tobago and, therefore, it is a Bill worth 

noting and worth supporting in this honourable House.   

There are important things hereto in the Bill,that we need to 

take note of.  This Bill, which establishes the Partial Scope 

Agreement, actually creates the conditions for increasing 

liberalization.  So while it is committed to promoting, through the 

expansion of trade in goods and services, the harmonious 

development of the economic relations between the two countries, the 

two parties, it also seeks to contribute and to build into the Bill itself, 

the capacity for expansion.   

So in clause 1, Part II of the Bill, Trade in Goods, Article V, 
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Elimination of Tariffs, it reads: 

The Parties agree that three years after the entry into force of 

this agreement, they shall, through the commission, consider 

further steps in the process of liberalization of the trade 

between the parties, in respect of this part of the agreement. 

So, they established a joint commission, involving the two countries 

that has oversight of this, and the whole purpose of the arrangement is 

to expand.   The fact of investment is also important.  Trade is 

important, but investment is important, and investment promotes 

trade, as well as facilitates development.   

So, the parties recognize the importance of investment in their 

economies, and note that the promotion and protection of investment 

of investors, of either party in the territory of the other party, should 

be covered by a separate bilateral investment treaty.  So it opens the 

door for a bilateral treaty investment, and the parties agree to pursue 

negotiations for the conclusion of the bilateral investment treaty, 

within one year of the date of entry into force of this agreement.   

4.10 p.m.  

So what we will be doing here when we pass this Bill is that we 

will be opening the door so that in 12 months’ time a new negotiation 
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can be concluded to expand the investment agreement and, therefore, 

create the conditions not just for trade, but for investment.  This also 

covers technical cooperation, because one of the objectives is to 

strengthen cooperation activities in all areas relevant to trade, and 

there are specific provisions for these.   

The parties recognize that technical cooperation is fundamental 

to facilitating compliance with the obligations set forth in this 

agreement and for reaching a better degree of trade facilitation. 

The parties agree to develop a technical cooperation work 

programme on trade facilitation matters for the purpose of facilitating 

compliance with the obligation set forth in this agreement on the basis 

of mutually decided terms relating to issues such as the scope, timing, 

cost of cooperative measures, and then it covers trade in services, a 

very important issue to which Sen. Elton Prescott spoke.   

It speaks to the issue of future liberalization.  The parties 

recognize the importance of trade in services for the development of 

their respective economies and agree to continue negotiations on the 

basis of their commitments under the WTO General Agreement on 

Trade in Services (GATS).  And part III states: 

In addition, the parties agree to identify mechanisms for the 
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development of trade in services that enable the development and 

strengthening of such activities at a bilateral level. 

Now, this is important.  We are talking about trade, we are talking 

about investment, we are talking about technical cooperation; and we 

are talking about trade, not just in goods but in services and, therefore, 

this is a fairly comprehensive partial scope arrangement, not in terms 

of all the items covered, but in terms of the reach of the agreement 

and its potential for mutual development of the two countries.   

I want to say this kind of agreement with a country such as 

Panama that is so well linked to the rest of the hemisphere, with far-

reaching flight arrangements from Panama City to all the countries of 

Latin America, Central and South America, I think this is a very 

important opportunity indeed.  Then it deals with the business of the 

commitment to trade facilitation, the rules of origin and, basically, 

that is it.   

So any good that is actually produced in each one of the 

countries under the rubric of the items mentioned in the partial scope 

agreement, and any item that is partially produced—that is to say, 

once it comes into the country and it achieves a mutation by some 

intervention, manufacture or value added or processing—that then has 
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the ability to move from one place to the other.  So it is a pretty far-

reaching opportunity that is being created here and, potentially, not 

just for trade in goods and services, but for investment, for technical 

cooperation to support trade and investment and, as I said, trade not 

just in goods, but in services. 

Now, Panama and Trinidad and Tobago are similar countries, 

but they are different, and Sen. Al-Rawi was correct.  We have a 

higher per capita income than Panama.  We have a better education 

system than Panama.  We have very strong institutions in this country 

that might be considered much more significant than Panama but, at 

the same time, Panama has gone very rapidly in terms of its 

development because of its emphasis on infrastructure.  This is a 

country that has not just built the Panama Canal, but has also built an 

airport and is completing the building of a second airport.   

This is a country at the same time that it was building the 

airport and the Panama Canal was also building a rail transit system in 

the country and, therefore, it is a country that really has moved very 

rapidly from a pretty low per capita income to a fairly booming 

industrializing country in the world and, certainly, in this hemisphere.  

So its potential for growth and development is significant, and our 
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potential for growth and development is significant, and doing this 

now makes a very big difference potentially in terms of the future of 

the two countries and our capacity to progress.   

Now, I want to say something about the way we measure and 

address development.  You know, hon. Sen. Mahabir, in his 

contribution gave a very comprehensive overarching historical 

evolution of trade in the colonial experience evolving into the attempt 

to transition into a Caricom arrangement, and it was very, very useful.   

As you know, these trading arrangements here are part of the 

whole evolution of the system of trade and investment and 

development in the world.  We can go all the way back to the 

beginnings, really, in the 19th Century when it was all about opening 

up the global system, trying to have an international system, trying to 

expand trade, trying to expand development, trying to expand 

investment and to build this capitalist order which has emerged and 

evolved over time.   

I had a curious experience the other day.  I was talking to 

someone from Uruguay in the Government of Uruguay.  We were 

talking about the size of populations and the way countries develop 

and how you do it, and one of the things he said to me: “You know, 
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we have three million people and we are a small country, but we have 

20 million head of cattle”, and then he started to talk about the 

millions of head of sheep and so on that they had.  

 It is a curious way of looking at this business of wealth and 

wealth creation, because it is one thing to talk about investment and 

growth and development and microeconomic issues, but it is another 

thing to say that we have three million people, but we have seven 

cattle for every person that we have.  That in a sense addresses—

immediately you begin to see the potential for food security issues; 

you begin to see the potential for wealth-creating issues; you see the 

potential for creating an asset base, and you see the potential for 

measuring how you address this issue of development. 

So I want to say in this business of development as we go 

forward—because it is a very complex world and I want to raise some 

of the issues related to that—we need to look at the economic issues 

that are attendant that we are familiar with, that we have evolved with, 

that we have come to understand, but there are other ways of looking 

at development that we need to be very sensitive to.   

The questions you asked about development are very, very 

important.  You can look at the fundamentals,  You can look at how 
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much foreign exchange you have; you can look at macroeconomic 

policy; you could look at strategies for particular sectors, clusters; you 

can look at growth in particular areas; you can look at infrastructure, 

ports, et cetera, but there are other things that you need to appreciate.   

If I could use the example of Trinidad and Tobago and ask the 

question—while you are looking at all these things from a 

macroeconomic point of view, it might be also useful to ask: if you 

have a million people in your country, what are the things that you 

need to make and do and make happen to allow the country to enjoy a 

high per capita income, to enjoy a good quality of life, to have an 

economic system of inclusion and to have a certain amount of equity 

in the system?   

And this is an important question because if I can take it to a 

smaller country, and I take it to a country like Grenada in which you 

only have 90,000 people, 100,000 people, which means that you have 

25,000 households in the country, you begin to see how that kind of 

question addresses the development issue in a way that you might not 

consider if you simply look at macroeconomic indicators.   

If you took a country like St. Kitts, which has about 44,000 

people and, therefore, 11,000 households approximately and you ask 
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the question: what do these people have to do and make happen in 

order to have a decent quality of life, to spread the equity, to have 

inclusion, to have a high quality of life and good quality of human 

existence, you begin to see that together with the macroeconomic 

issues, you need to do some other kinds of thinking about 

development in order to make development happen.   

I want to say that we in the Caribbean need to begin to address 

that now, and this partial scope agreement—my colleagues on the 

other side, the members of the Opposition talked about my good 

friend, Ken Valley, and he was my good friend.  When they were 

trying to pillory me in the Cabinet of that country, led by the former 

Prime Minister of their administration, Ken Valley was one of the few 

people who stood up for me in that Cabinet, and I want to say that, I 

want to acknowledge that.  [Desk thumping]  He was not fond of his 

Prime Minister, I want to tell you, and he was not fond of your current 

Leader of the Opposition either.  [Crosstalk]  

When he was there, you are right, he did take a position that 

South America, Latin America, was the way they were going to 

approach the Government.  I do not know how much support he got 

for that, but I want to say in our Government, if you look at the 
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manifesto you would see that the seventh pillar of the manifesto is on 

foreign policy, and that foreign policy is linked to the support of 

domestic and national policy.   

When you see the elaboration of it, you will see that all the 

foreign policy is engaged with the idea of trade, investment and 

development expansion through foreign policy engagement in order to 

make that possible.  That is the thrust that the Government of Trinidad 

and Tobago has been taking since 2010.   

With that focus, what has been happening is that the 

Government has been moving more and more to engage beyond 

Caricom.  We engage Caricom, we do what is required and we work 

with them.  For instance, this partial scope agreement, I think was 

largely delayed for over a year because, in fact, we had to engage 

Caricom in order to be able to sign the arrangement, and while we do 

that we are also engaging the countries around us—what you might 

call a neighbourhood policy.  Beyond this, Bills will come to the 

Senate because the arrangements have already been signed for El 

Salvador, for Guatemala.  We have arrangements with the Dominican 

Republic and we are expanding.   

I want to say something again about the last Government.  The 
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former Prime Minister, under the last Government, when I was 

principal at the university and we were getting along well, at that time, 

invited me to make a presentation to all the heads of Caricom on the 

future of Caricom and what we should do to expedite the process of 

Caricom political and economic integration.  And, at that time, he was 

very, very strong on political integration.   

I told him that political integration in the Caribbean would not 

work this time beyond the federation, it is just not possible, too much 

had happened, but the economic integration was possible.  And to be 

fair to him, he said: “Okay, if that is your opinion, make your 

presentation”, and I did something that I presented at that time.  It was 

two things: one was to complete the CSME, very expeditiously, very 

deeply, very quickly, within 12 months and, simultaneously, while 

you were doing that—this was 2004—what you then do is to negotiate 

simultaneously with the Central American countries.  So by the time 

you are finished, you integrate Central America and the Caricom 

region while you are developing the bilateral arrangements with the 

other countries of South America.  

4.25 p.m. 

Well, they did not find favour in Caricom.  It was never 
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pursued by the last Government, but I would say that our 

Government, our Prime Minister, our Ministers of Government in this 

country saw the wisdom of Latin America, saw the wisdom of Central 

America, understood that this neighbourhood was much larger than 

Caricom, and that is what is driving policy today. 

It is not a policy that comes from another administration.  It is a 

policy that takes its life from understanding where we are in the 

world, the manifesto of 2010, the Medium-Term Policy of 2014, 

notwithstanding what had been achieved before, and seeing us as 

people in the world—though in a small country—in a big 

neighbourhood, and that is what also has gotten the attention of the 

United States, has gotten the attention of China, has gotten the 

attention of Japan, and has gotten the attention of countries far away 

from here, because they understand that while we are small, while we 

are significantly developed, while we have very far, further,  so to 

speak, to go, this is a country on the move, and people are willing to 

engage us in this way.  [Desk thumping] 

Now, I want to address some of the issues that have been raised 

here, and I want to say that in looking at the historical evolution, in 

looking at how we have gotten here, in looking at the policies of this 
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Government, I think it is important to take into account what is 

happening in the world today.  We had a financial crisis in 2008/2009, 

some people—it had its fallouts all over the world, including in 

Trinidad and Tobago where we had, not only the international 

financial crisis impacting on us, but our own financial crisis here in 

the insurance sector.   

Some people feel that the financial challenge has settled in the 

world system.  Many people are not sure at all.  For instance, if you 

look at what is happening in the world, you will see that there are 

asymmetrical polices governing finance on the two sides of the 

Atlantic.  In the United States they are raising interest rates.  In 

Europe you have to pay the bank to keep your money because the 

interest rate is so low.  This is the first time in the history of the world 

that you have the two sides of the Atlantic having different monetary 

policies. 

 In Europe you also have the situation in which Greece, for 

instance, still has a decision to make about Europe, and Europe has a 

decision to make about Greece, if it should make its decision.  These 

things have serious implications for the world system.  The point I am 

making here is, for a little country to secure itself, to manage its 



199 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie (cont’d)  

 

UNREVISED 

business, trade, investment, finance, development—in that kind of 

world capable of tumult it is not an easy challenge for a country.  I 

want you to appreciate the thoughtfulness and the precision that goes 

into a lot of the development here. 

There are people in the Opposition here who get up—when 

Minister Bharath gets up and speaks—and very cavalierly dismiss 

what he says, and pretend that he does nothing and he knows nothing, 

and that these things just happen by guess.  I want to tell you that that 

is not so at all.  The Ministers work very hard, they work very 

diligently, [Desk thumping] they know what they are doing, they build 

a good staff, they are able to do this, they are able to go out in the 

world, and they are able to achieve these things.   

The second thing is the economic restructuring that is taking 

place in the world.  The entire production system of the world is under 

transformation, and that is changing the geopolitics of the world.  The 

Panama Canal is going to bring more ships from Asia to the Western 

Hemisphere, then it will take ships in the Western Hemisphere within 

the hemisphere itself, and that has to do with structure of changing 

production systems in the world, which will change the geopolitics, 

which will change the transportation system. 
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The end result of all of this is that you have to figure out where 

you fit in all of this, okay?—because one of the other elements in 

relation to this is that there is a restructuring of the entire energy 

economy and market as well.  While all of this is going on, the 

finance, the economic restructuring, the energy system, itself, is under 

a tremendous transformation itself—[Interruption] 

Mr. Vice-President:  Minister of Planning and Sustainable 

Development, I am sorry that I have to break you at this point, but 

now it is 4.30 and I intend to take the tea break.  You will  have 17 

minutes left of your regular time, and, in light of that, the sitting is 

suspended until 5.00 p.m. 

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.  

5.00 p.m.: Sitting resumed.  

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, when we suspended for the tea 

break Sen. Tewarie was on his feet, he spoke for 28 minutes and has 

17 minutes more in original speaking time.  Senator.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President.  Just before the break I was making the point that given 

what was happening in the financial sector since 2008 to the present 
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time, given the restructuring of the production system in the global 

economy, and given the transformation that is taking place in the 

energy industry and market, that these were challenging and, to some 

extent, not-so-far navigated times, and it is possible that this could be 

quite tumultuous.   

I want to add just one more thing to that, which is that over the 

next two decades there is a general consensus that most development 

in the world, most growth in the world, most expansion of economies 

in the world are going to take place in the emerging and developing 

countries.  When you talk about emerging and developing countries 

you are talking about many in Latin America.  This is a part of the 

world that has gone from 19th Century independence to missed 

opportunities in the 20th Century, and, therefore, the chances of these 

countries now getting the chance to emerge and develop—and you 

already have emerging economies, major economies such as Brazil, 

such as Argentina, Mexico—these are parts of the world that we 

would do well to latch on to. 

The Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs was talking about 

the fact that close to 50 per cent of our natural gas—CNG, I think he 

mentioned—actually goes to Latin American countries, Latin 
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America, and this is a major shift to what is happening, and, so too, if 

we engage in these trade relations, we are likely to grow as these 

countries actually expand, and we are likely to gain the investment 

benefits as well.   

But there is something that Sen. Al-Rawi says, in a way trying 

to blame the Government for it, but it is not something to blame the 

Government for, and I what to explain what it is about.  It is a 

phenomenon that has emerged in the country and is part of the 

problem of Trinidad and Tobago being caught, in what you might call, 

the middle income track.  What I mean by that is that countries like 

Malaysia get to the point where they are about US $15,000 per capita, 

and then they find it very hard to leap to 25; and we have found 

ourselves at $20,000 per capita and it is going to be very difficult to 

leap from 20 to 40, which is where we want to go in 15 years.   

Now, in order to do that, you get trapped, and how do you get 

trapped if your economy?— you do not have the most productive 

labour and the most productive systems; you do not have the most 

competitive companies; and you do not have innovation driving the 

move forward of your economy—and this is something that we need 

to attend.  So, when you talk about the fact that the manufacturing 
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sector is only able to do two shifts, or they are not able to do three 

shifts; that is a function of two things, and there is another 

consequence of the fact that they are not fully operational for a three-

shift system.   

The manufacturing sector will only be able to function at the 

level of a three-shift perpetuity, if you want, over the course of a 

week, over the cycle of time, if it is able to export, because our 

markets are too small—you are dealing with a million people.  And 

given what Sen. Mahabir was saying, it is very clear, if the market is 

limited like that and you use the surplus labour, what you use the 

surplus labour for is to go to markets abroad, and that exporting is 

only possible if we have these trade agreements,f we make these 

arrangements to open markets outside. 

The consequence of that is that if you have the exporting option 

and the exporting capability, and the market option, then you can 

begin to think about the technology, you can begin to think about the 

labour supply, expansion, and you can think about the productivity, 

the competitiveness, and the innovation you need to have to drive that. 

So, this is a very important part of our industrial development, 

especially for the manufacturing sector, and we would like to grow the 
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manufacturing sector from the 8, or so, per cent that is does now to 

about 16 per cent, and that is not impossible, but you have to have the 

markets for it and we have got to address the labour supply situation.  

The Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and Communications did 

not talk about this, but he is involved now, I think, together with the 

Minister of Housing and Urban Development, talking to AmCham, 

talking to TTMA, Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association, 

where they are looking at the issue of transferring and supporting and 

training workers from CEPEP to be absorbed by companies that are 

agreeable to this approach in the manufacturing sector.   

So we are addressing the issue of labour supply, we are 

addressing the issue of trade agreements, and they will then have to 

address the issue of competitiveness, innovation and exports, and, 

basically, that is the issue.  I want to say that the issue of the middle 

income trap that I mentioned is tied to this, because if your companies 

cannot get into new markets, if they cannot grow on the basis of 

exports, if they cannot absorb your labour supply in the system, or 

they are not supplied with the labour to have the three-shift system, 

you cannot move from 20,000 per capita to 30,000 per capita, or 

40,000 per capita.  So the role of private sector in a small economy 
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like this, focused on export, focused on competitiveness, focused on 

innovation, focused on absorbing quality labour and using innovation 

to drive its business, is very critical in this.   

So there is nobody to blame.  It is the point at which we have 

reached, where we have evolved in the economy of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  It took us some time to get here, but this is where we are 

right now.  Sen. Al-Rawi raised the question of collective agreements, 

disputing the fact that they had done more in their time than our time.  

Now, based on the information I have, I do not think what he is saying 

is correct, but I do not want to get into that dispute, and, for me, it is 

neither here nor there.  What I do know is that in addition to all the 

collective agreements inherited, we have signed about 85 agreements 

in this country over the last four and a half years. 

But the point I want to make, in addition to that, is that there 

has never been an administration in the history of this country, that in 

the five-year term that they had, settled a whole range of labour 

agreements and then went into the second cycle [Desk thumping] of 

settling labour agreements.  And that one, Sen. Al-Rawi, is an 

indisputable fact.  

5.10 p.m. 
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Hon. Senator:  Unprecedented. 

Sen. The Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie: I think, you know, I heard the word 

unprecedented.  I think the hon. Prime Minister’s presentation last 

night about “unprecedented”, I think, it threw them off completely.  

[Desk thumping] When she started to roll out the things that had been 

achieved for the first time in this country, it was really phenomenal, 

and she had not even started.  Because it can—[Crosstalk] if she 

wanted to go on, she could have gone on for perhaps another half hour 

with things that we have been able to do.   

In terms of the enabling environment, Sen. Al-Rawi somehow 

wanted to challenge the Minister of Trade, Industry, Investment and 

Communications indicating to him that, you know, the environment 

was not really that enabling.  I want to say that, you know, we do 

reports to this Parliament and we measure things and we account, and 

pretty soon I will bring to this Parliament the report on the 2014 

performance up to August.  As you know we do it 11/12, 12/13, 

13/14, and—[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  And that too is unprecedented. 

Sen. The Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie:  That is unprecedented. [Desk 

thumping] This is the first time that that has ever been done.  But I 
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want to say something to you.  He mentioned the issue of the Gross 

Domestic Product—the country had not grown in any way and so on.  

I want to give you the facts and numbers so that they will be 

indisputable.  These are not made up from anybody’s head.  These are 

from the sources, Central Bank sources, et cetera.  They are simply 

recorded so that you can see the pattern.  So in Gross Domestic 

Product the baseline we used was—2010, it was $88 million—$88 

billion sorry—in 2010.  And then what do you have now in 2014?  

You see 88, then 88 again in 2011—about the same thing; you see 

89.9—that is about 90 in 2012; you see 91.5 in 2013, and in 2014, 

93.252.  So, yes, there is no major growth, but you are seeing a 

significant and upward movement of the GDP every year and you are 

able to trace it.   

In terms of exports—I gave the exports between—exports and 

imports for Trinidad and Tobago from Panama—to Panama and from 

Panama.  But I want to—if I look at the overall picture for exports, 

you see 9.31490 in 2010; you see 10.91 in 2011; 10.569 in 2012; 

10.854 in 2013 and you see in 2014 up to the end of March—2.260.  

You look at the increase in exports in the energy sector, and again, 

you see expansion, you see growth.   In 2010,1.9; 2.414 in 2012, and 
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so it goes up.  Foreign direct investment—the same thing 549 in 2011; 

1.110 in 2011; 8.39 in 2012; 1.140 in 2013; and then you have just 

over $500 million in 2014 up to the end of March.   

So for new business creation, this would be interesting for you 

to note.  In new business creation in 2010—6,659 businesses created.  

[Desk thumping].  In 2011—11,895; 2012—10,998; [Desk thumping] 

2013—14,484; [Desk thumping] and in 2014—13,477. [Desk 

thumping].  Now, I do not want to mislead the population.  Not all of 

these businesses would have come on train.  Many of them would 

have been registered.  Some would have come on train, but the point 

is you see a climate that is facilitative of business growth, where 

people are willing to register businesses, where they can do it easily, 

where they can begin the process of investment—and we are seeing it. 

If you do not believe these numbers, look at the employment 

figures and you will see that at the end of the first quarter of 2014 it is 

3.1 per cent.  So all the numbers tell you very clearly that Ministers 

are at work; the  Government is at work; that  people are doing their 

work.  They are doing the best they can and all they are focused on is 

how to grow this economy, how to develop this country and how to 

satisfy the needs and the expectations of the people and communities 
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that are part and parcel of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]  

So the enabling environment is very much there.  I do not want 

to go on too long.  This is a short Bill, an important Bill, but a simple 

and straightforward Bill.  But I do want to say a couple of things and 

that is that, you know, I am not frivolous person, and I take this job 

seriously, both as a Minister and as a parliamentarian.  I have seen on 

occasions here Sen. Al-Rawi, for instance, object very vehemently to 

my speaking here.  For instance, and let us say, okay, since you raised 

that matter I am going to deal with the broadgate issue.  Sen. Al-Rawi 

then gets up, objects vehemently and he says—and he gets the support 

of the Chair because he argues that this matter is sub judice.  A matter 

that the Ministry of Planning and Sustainable Development won in 

court and is a clear case of the State acting conspiratorially, all right, 

with partners in the system in order to create the conditions in which 

the State has all the liabilities for a transaction in which the State has 

no returns.  But I will not go into that.   

But the matter of Invader’s Bay, for instance, is before the court 

now.  We have an appeal.  And he will come here and he will 

“explashiate ” on Invader’s Bay.  When I object, he said well, yes.  It 

is sub juice, but that does not mean that you cannot speak in 
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Parliament.  So it is one rule that he argues and advocates for the 

Members of the Government side, and he argues another rule for 

himself.   

So today when I got up and I objected about this matter, I was 

not being frivolous.  I was not dealing with the matter personally, but 

it is because I have seen that pattern emerge in the Parliament in 

which on several occasions being aware that he was the advocate, in 

legal terms, for an issue.  Issues in the Parliament, whatever Bill it is, 

would be used in order to advocate the position that he would 

simultaneously, at some other point in time in the courts of law, be 

advocating as well.  So he gets a double whammy.  He gets the 

opportunity to speak to the issue politically in the Parliament, and to 

speak to the entire nation on the television, and then he goes in the 

court and he advocates it.  I do not think that that is right.  [Desk 

thumping]  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, the speaking time of the hon. 

Senator has expired.   

Motion made: That the hon. Senator’s speaking time be 

extended by 15 minutes. [Sen. The Hon. Devant Maharaj]  

Question put and agreed to.   
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Madam President:  Senator, you may continue. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  35(5) Madam President. 

Madam President:  Overruled.  Continue, Minister. 

Sen. The Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie:  Okay.  I do not mean to carry on this 

point.  I am just making the point that if you are involved as an 

advocate or you are involved in any other capacity on a matter in 

which the jurisdiction of another entity, and this matter has come up 

in other areas very recently in the House of Representatives, the 

jurisdiction of Parliament on the one side, Executive on the other, the 

Judiciary on the other.  I want to say that it is not right to bring before 

the Parliament here a matter in which you are engaged in the court.  

[Crosstalk] A matter you are engaged in litigation.  A matter in which 

you are an advocate and to come to the Parliament to create a political 

thing out of it.  [Desk thumping] I will not go further than that.  I am 

not casting any aspersions whatsoever on the Senator.  I am saying 

that the principle is wrong.  [Interruption] 

Sen. Hadeed:  “De man say he eh casting aspersion on nobody.”   

Sen. G. Singh:  Neither east nor west.   

Sen. Maharaj:  Who is he misrepresenting?   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Me, he is misrepresenting.   
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Sen. Hadeed:  Again?   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes.   

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, [Crosstalk] 34(2)?    

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes, Madam President.  

Madam President:  There is no Standing Order 34(2).   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  32(4), Madam President.  A little dyslexia operating.  

Forgive me.  32(4), Madam President.  [Crosstalk]  

Sen. G. Singh:  Remember section 34 stuck.   

Madam President:  In the interest of your own dyslexia, hon. 

Senator—[Laughter and crosstalk]  

Sen Al-Rawi: Self-professed. 

Madam President: Hon. Minister, please continue.   

Sen. The Hon. Dr. B. Tewarie:  Okay.  I say again that I am casting 

no aspersions on the Senator, and I do not mean in any way to make 

any kinds of allegations at all.  I am raising a principle of behaviour 

bringing other matters into the Parliament and I just rest it there.   

Madam President, I want to say that this Bill is a Bill worth 

supporting, and it is the culmination of the hard work of a lot of 

people.  It is also representative of the kind of economic thrust that the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago has been engaged in.  When we 
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grow the economy, grow the wealth, we grow the pie of Trinidad and 

Tobago, and the only way you can grow the pie in a small-island 

developing State is by creating the conditions in which markets are 

expanded beyond the borders and the limitations of your population in 

your State. 

Therefore, international trade is very important to a small 

country. There are other ways of doing it, but this is a major way of 

doing it.  Another way of doing it is getting investment from outside 

that comes in your country, in addition to investment from inside, and 

in addition to creating new entrepreneurs, you bring investment from 

outside that also brings with it markets that you did not have before.  

So that you become, again, through this industry—you build a new 

export capability.  This Bill lays the foundation for that.   

I think it was Senator—somebody raised the issue of Copa and 

its role.  This is a very important development in the history of the 

relations between Panama and Trinidad and Tobago because the thing 

about Copa is that it takes you from Port of Spain to Panama City and 

then it gives you the option of going anywhere else in Latin America 

rather easily.  That really is a buttress, a support for the expansion of 

trade and building business opportunities for Trinidad and Tobago and 
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also for Panama.  I think over the years the trade and investment 

relations and the diplomatic relations and good relations between 

Panama and Trinidad and Tobago will grow.  I think this will also 

happen in countries like the Dominican Republic.  I think it will 

happen in countries like El Salvador.  I think it will happen in 

countries like Guatemala where we have also finished, completed  

trade relations negotiations, and these will obviously come to 

Parliament.   

Hon. Senators, this is something that is more than worthy of 

your support.  This is something that will benefit directly the people 

of Trinidad and Tobago.  Investment creates jobs.  Export trade 

creates more jobs, and what it does is that it creates a buoyant 

economy that gives a lot of confidence.  This is what we are after.  I 

want to say that our commitment to Trinidad and Tobago is 

sustainable development.  Sustainable development means managing 

economic prosperity; anaging environmental concerns and 

considerations; and managing people development, people relations 

and sociocultural harmony.   

In addition to that, with sustainable development we believe in 

inclusion.  We believe in prosperity for all, and we also believe in the 
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management of equity, so that the gap between those who have and 

those who do not have as much is not as wide as it is in some 

countries.  That is the framework within which we are operating.  All 

these things are mechanisms in order to get there—to get there and to 

get there very soon.  Madam President, I thank you, and hon. Senators 

for listening. [Desk thumping]  

5.25 p.m.   

Sen. Avinash Singh:  Thank you, Madam President, for the 

opportunity to contribute in this debate at this point in time.  I would 

try to be as brief as possible in contributing to this Bill.  

Before I start I really want to respond to a point made by hon. 

Sen. Tewarie in his wrapping-up, which took me by surprise.  Because 

he indicated that Sen. Al-Rawi would have issued some statements 

and comments coming out of the legal fraternity in terms of his debate 

this afternoon.  And in so doing, am I to understand from his 

statement that Sen. Al-Rawi was wrong to make comments or issue 

any statement that deals with the legal ramification of any issue?  In 

that context, am I to understand that as a farmer I would be wrong to 

make statements concerning agriculture in this Parliament?    

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Exactly, the logic.  [Desk thumping]  
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Sen. A. Singh:  So, I discard that statement and that logic.  It is 

unprecedented.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Unprecedented UNC logic. 

Sen. A. Singh:  Let me move on in terms of the debate ahead, and it is 

the Partial Scope Trade Agreement between the Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago and the Republic of Panama.  

We are here today to debate this piece of legislation, this Bill, and in 

so doing the advantages of passing this into law, I will try to identify 

some of those issues.  What is the purpose of this Bill?  In fact, after 

this People’s Partnership Government and this UNC-led 

Government—I should say—failed the population of Trinidad and 

Tobago, with no revenue generation, and after $300 billion in 

expenditure, with no sight of any future for the average man, the 

common man on the street, we are here with a Bill that has merit and 

we support in principle this piece of legislation.  

In fact, it gives us great pleasure to debate this in Parliament 

today because it is clear that we need some sort of diversification in 

moving forward.  We need revenue generation because we cannot 

sustain our economy as it is with just oil and gas.  Oil and gas will run 

out.  It may not happen now, but it will happen in the future, and when 
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that happens what are we going to do?  What are we going to fall back 

on?  So, we need to have our legislators of the day put effort and 

emphasis in terms of diversification.  And, in this Bill there is 

opportunity for increased market opportunities.  In fact, when you 

explore a typical business arrangement, when you expand the choices 

to a consumer or to traders, that results in increased competition, 

competitiveness which equals lower prices on whatever commodities.  

So, yes, the average citizen tends to benefit from arrangements 

like this, and that is laudable.  In fact, you would have heard all the 

Ministers, all the Government Senators, speak about the enabling 

business environment and that ease of doing business.  But I will try 

to identify some of the issues and challenges that we in Trinidad and 

Tobago are currently faced with where this arrangement is concerned.  

Madam President, it is not news to us, but it is actual reality, 

that the business community is simply fed up of this People’s 

Partnership Government.  In fact, you hear the TTMA constantly 

issuing its disappointment and dissatisfaction with the continued 

struggle faced by its members and the member companies.  And that 

is to say we have a serious, serious problem on our hands.  In fact, the 

US and foreign exchange situation in our country is extremely 
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disgusting.  It is only when the TTMA or right-thinking persons in 

society, the businesses, the companies, the Chamber of Commerce, 

come forward and indicate their plight for US to be injected in terms 

of the arrangement, then you see the Central Bank taking action, 

immediate action in some cases, and issue foreign exchange.  

For those of the population who are involved in trading—in 

fact, this Bill, this is the nature of this Bill in respect to trading and 

our arrangements.  All trading partners, all traders would require US 

currency and foreign exchange to effectively put this Bill into use.  

So, while the hon. Members across lobbied hard in terms of the 

enabling business environment, how enabling it is when you go to the 

bank?  And I was faced with this challenge recently when you go to 

the bank.  I went to a central bank just recently, Madam President, 

only to be told that I was not on some list in Central Bank to be 

issued, what?—US $500, because I was going to travel.  

Unacceptable, and a good word to use there is unprecedented as well.  

Because that is the nature of Trinidad and Tobago’s business relations 

under their tenure.  [Desk thumping]  That is the nature of all these 

small businesses, going to their local banks and their financial 

institutions, seeking foreign exchange and foreign currency; that is 
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what we have to go through.   

When you go to the bank—and, Madam President, can you 

imagine you have a US account with your own money and that bank 

tells you, well, you cannot have any cash.  You cannot have the cash 

today, put in a request and come back next two weeks.  

Unprecedented.  But this Government claims name and fame that it is 

an enabling environment and it is easy to do business in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  I despise that.  [Desk thumping] Because, what we are telling 

the population and, by extension, the international market is that we 

are open for business, yes, and we are going to sign treaties and 

accommodate goods and services out of Panama.  But, to you the 

average citizen who would like to get into business transaction, there 

is no US for you, so you will have to probably go and make friend 

with somebody in the bank or put your name somewhere.  I do not 

know how you are going to do it, but you are going to somehow 

strangely find your name on some list in Central Bank.  Can you 

imagine that?   

Another issue, Madam President, that I have concern with is the 

regulation and implementation of this particular Bill.  I know recent 

moves which are also laudable would have been taken, and we 
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introduced container scanners and so on.  I know of the single 

electronic window, the ASYCUDA, which has really benefited most 

of the traders in our environment.  But, that is a policy that we 

foresaw and you would have just implemented [Desk thumping] and, 

you come here to take all the credit for it.  Of course, well, that is your 

style.  But under this arrangement, where the regulation and 

implementation is concerned, I have concerns, because on many 

occasions there is misrepresentation of articles being traded left, right 

and centre in this country, and what the authority is really doing about 

that?   

Because, you have heard from several factions of the business 

community, specifically the poultry association, claim that articles of 

poultry by-products come into this country month after month, 

labelled as reject or chicken neck, or chicken foot, whatever it is, but 

it is actually leg and thigh or breast and wing or whatever types of 

cuts of the chicken that are being brought into this country, and these 

importers do not pay the correct tariffs and taxes that are associated 

with this.   

So, in terms of the implementation, I suggest we have strict 

measures where anyone found importing any produce or any 
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commodity outside from the international market, that person be 

banned, that company be banned, or strict measures be taken, because 

that is also contributing to this black-market trade.  And, in fact, I 

have heard some figures quoted today in terms of this Bill, but have 

we really sat down to look at the cost-benefit analysis of this trade 

agreement?  In fact, probably in the wrapping-up we might hear some 

figures, because all the statistics provided, in fact, quoted, we seem to 

have problems identifying with whether or not those figures or those 

statistics are in some light correct.  

But, I will move on from that point.  In fact, another serious 

issue we have where moving this sector forward is investor 

confidence and, can you imagine in this country right now we have 

situations—in fact, this People’s Partnership Government is no 

stranger to having an unstable Government in the history of this 

country.  It is the most unprecedented fact.  Over 20 Ministers have 

been fired under the last five years, and if an investor in the 

international arena is looking on at what goes on here in Trinidad, 

what can that individual draw or what can that individual think of our 

system, our structure?  A house divided cannot stand, and this 

Government is certainly going to fall and fall hard in the coming 
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weeks and months ahead. 

Madam President, I would also like to speak to our international 

financial image in terms of our trade arrangements with countries like 

Panama and countries that would also be considering forming trade 

agreements and treaties with us.  In fact, as of 2013, $1.2 billion in 

suspicious financial transactions were reported to the FIU.  What has 

happened?  Not one single conviction in money laundering.  Not even 

one.  And this, there are so many illegal trade activities taking place.  

We are no stranger to the orange juice situation, we are no stranger to 

the US $100 million that was found in a container from Trinidad and 

Tobago in the US markets; we are no stranger to marijuana-seasoned 

chicken.  A 40-foot container comes into the Point Lisas port and up 

to this day no conviction, not a word, not a sound, not a heartbeat with 

respect to the status of those investigations—US $7.4 million in 

marijuana, 40-foot container, high grade from Arizona, not a single 

word from this Government.  So, persons looking on and trying to 

draw sense from nonsense in dealing with Trinidad and Tobago. If we 

are not serious in our international image, then what are we serious 

about?  What are we serious about? 

Madam President, I promised not to be too long, but I just had 
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to touch on some of the agricultural issues in the list of products in the 

reciprocal agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama.  Do 

you know that in the past when you have to bring in a live animal it 

would cost you—and Minister Maharaj is here, he could stand test to 

that—over US $10,000 in some cases for a breeding stock, a breeding 

ram, a sheep, a goat, a cattle, anywhere in the vicinity of over US 

$10,000 to bring in an animal for genetic material.   

And, this Bill touches on agro forestry, fruits and vegetables, 

flowers, aquaculture, poultry eggs for hatching, and my question is, 

whether or not Trinidad and Tobago’s agricultural sector is prepared 

to handle an influx of animals and plant material, genetic material, 

coming into our shores where quarantine is concerned?    

Because I will tell you one situation, in the past in recent times, 

just a few years ago, in fact about two years ago, 2011 or thereabout, 

the Agricultural Society of Trinidad and Tobago brought in some 

animals—  

Sen Maharaj:  Nine hundred thousand dollars. 

Sen. A. Singh:  And the Minister indicated $900,000.  I am not sure if 

that is correct.  

Sen Maharaj:  That is the value of the sheep.  



224 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. A. Singh (cont’d)  

 

UNREVISED 

Sen. A. Singh:—but those animals were stored in a private estate in 

Sangre Grande, not too far from where Sen. Maharaj lives, and that 

arrangement is very dangerous to the agricultural sector.  Because 

when you have animals being stored and quarantined in systems and 

structures that are not legal in my opinion then you have serious 

problems, because these animals, these plant materials, all these items 

come into this country and would have diseases—  

Sen. Hadeed:  Who administration was it?  The PNM administration.  

Sen. A. Singh:—would have all types of complications, and the 

Minister asked me to call names, but he will call names when he is 

responding to these issues. 

Sen. Maharaj:  Jarrette Narine.  

5.40 p.m.  

Sen. A. Singh:  That is to say, Madam President, that we are allowing 

breeding stock from Panama, that is good because our genetic 

material in this country has depleted so far now that a lot of these 

establishments and operations are moving out of agriculture.   

I recently started some tilapia project.  In fact, Minister Hadeed 

commended the fact that, you know, feeding the nation with pride, 

and I thank you for that.  But in terms of moving the agricultural 
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sector forward, we must be very careful that we do not endanger and 

put harm to the local industry where diseases and new pests and 

newborn diseases are concerned.  Because if we were to just randomly 

allow animals to come in here without having a proper facility to 

quarantine these animals, then we are in serious trouble.   

So, I would like to hear from the Minister of Food Production 

what are the arrangements that we have at present to accommodate an 

influx of animal, plant material and all the other entities that this Bill 

seems to touch on.   

Another issue, Madam President, I have is where we are 

allowing this agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama—

it is, as I said, laudable that we are allowing all these materials to 

come in, but it then goes as far as these trade tariffs reduce, that would 

increase production.  And we look forward, we really look forward to 

the local industry being able to import plant material, new genetic 

material, new “breeding ram” as Sen. Maharaj called it, to service 

these farms, to service the agricultural sector.   

But what this Government has not really considered when 

drafting this or negotiating on our behalf is that we will allow all these 

amenities and all these inputs in various sectors to come forward.  We 
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will need more land, we will need land to expand the existing 

operations.  We will need land for new producers.  So when you allow 

breeding stocks to come in, Madam President, where will you put 

them?  You need a farm, you need to put them somewhere, you need 

land.  And strange, oh, how the tables have turned.  An article 

surfaced—oh, how the tables have turned in this People’s Partnership 

Government—labelled: “SIS SQUATTING”, where the land is 

concerned, one of the most valuable resources in our country.  

[Interruption]  And, yes, the hon. Minister in crosstalk is telling me I 

should not be talking about squatting because if as a candidate I went 

up and I was deemed a squatter and I was bombarded by all these 

articles, but up to this day no action.  And that is the intention of this 

Government, no action.   

In fact, I dare this Government, I dare this Government to take 

action against Avinash Singh, a farmer from Felicity, and see what 

will come out of it.  I dare you, take action.  In the same light I dare 

you to take action against this article that surfaced, because we are not 

sure of what is really taking place, because in one article you hear 

“SIS SQUATTING” and the landlord of every square inch of Trinidad 

and Tobago that belongs to the State, Mr.Ian Fletcher, is quoted as 
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saying: 

“‘SIS does not have a tenancy for the land.  I know they 

have a lease for part of the land, but not…the other part,’ 

Fletcher said.”   

So if this, Madam President, is the landlord of every square 

inch of our land in this country saying that, who is the Minister of 

land and arrangements—the Minister then comes the other day.  On 

March 1, 2015, Trinidad and Tobago Express would have reported:  

“SIS SQUATTING”—front page.   

On March 7, the Minister comes out boldly and said: 

“…SIS not occupying land illegally”   

So what are we to believe?  What are we really to believe?  I 

ask for a quick explanation, at least a statement because I know the 

Minister of Food Production is very, very good in statements in this 

Parliament, in this honourable Chamber.  So at least he could 

probably bring forth some information and clear the air—

[Interruption] 

Sen. Maharaj:  On what? 

Sen. A. Singh:  In whether or not SIS is really squatting or not.  

Because you have—you need land.  You saw it for yourself.  Where 
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would I put tilapia production, Minister Hadeed?  Where would I put, 

through you, Madam President, you need land to expand your 

operations if you want to allow people to bring in more sheep.  We 

need more land to expand agricultural production if we are bringing in 

Mora, Cedar, all these plants and material, you need land to do so.    

Sen. Maharaj:  That 15 minutes going long.  

Sen. A. Singh:  Madam President, a lot of Senators would have 

mentioned labour.  And labour really continues to be a major problem 

in the manufacturing sector and the agricultural sector, because you 

are not simply finding skilled and unskilled labourers willing to do the 

task.  In fact, when you go to all, even some state agencies, some state 

buildings and all these things, you see security officers and they do 

not seem to be speaking English.  I do not know what language is that.  

It certainly is not English.  But that is to say we have to have 

arrangements.   

In fact, I admire the Canadian model, and Sen. Lambert knows this for 

a fact, that model, where our labourers from Trinidad and Tobago are 

given the opportunity to go down to Canada, Madam President, and 

harvest apples, work in the agricultural sector in Canada for a six-

month period, and in fact, the State benefits from that arrangement.  
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So why can we not also have systems in place that will affect and 

benefit the agricultural sector and the manufacturing sector where 

labour is concerned?   

Madam President, these are just some of the issues, and in 

moving, I would like to indicate to this Government, when negotiating 

on our behalf the next time around in the coming months—that is all 

that you have left—that you consider the fact, and in fact, Sen. Dr. 

Mahabir mentioned some of these issues where agriculture is 

concerned.   

In fact, our agricultural capability here in Trinidad and Tobago 

is one that has potential.  And I would like to go into a few of the 

details where I know for a fact that every single farmer in this country 

is willing to get on board.  We are willing to produce and I will just 

call some of the items, some of the commodities that we can get 

infiltrated in markets like Panama and markets outside of Trinidad and 

Tobago, the international markets.   

Madam President, we produce here a lot of tilapia in Trinidad 

and Tobago.  Of course we import, but we produce a large sum and a 

lot of farmers are showing interest in getting into tilapia production, 

cascadura production, [Interruption] black river conch, Sen. Singh, 
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hon. Senator, black river conch production.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  He does not know about that. 

Sen. A. Singh:  So, that is to say we have potential in the 

agricultural sector.  So when Sen. Dr. Mahabir issues the call that we 

should have our agricultural commodities really be advertised in the 

international arena, he was right.  In fact, processed and packaged 

vegetable commodities like the ones you see on the shelves of all 

these foreign chains, all these groceries both locally here and foreign, 

we have potential in that arena.   

We have potential where local fries, flour made from sweet 

potatoes, and yes, you heard me correctly, flour made from cassava, 

plantain, breadfruit all these commodities we grow right here in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  Where is the research in terms of getting these 

products and these commodities out to the international markets and 

to Panama.  Where were these issues when the negotiations were 

taking place? 

In fact, we have heard the Ministers and hon. Senators speak to 

the equality of the arrangement in this Bill.  But here on one hand we 

are allowing all these agricultural commodities to be imported, and 

what agricultural commodity that we have in Trinidad and Tobago is 
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being exported?  That is a serious issue where negotiations are 

concerned and I would have expected this Government to take some 

more serious steps and at least take the farming population in Trinidad 

and Tobago serious, because I know that NAMDEVCO is on board 

producing soup packs, callaloo packs— 

Sen. Maharaj:  “You buying from here now?”   

Sen. A. Singh:  Juices—in fact, we have potential and Sen. Dr. 

Mahabir indicated where scorpion pepper is one of the most wanted 

commodity in terms of pepper sauce.  We have moved down the ranks 

of being the first and the hottest pepper in the world to now the second 

hottest and that is the rank that we currently hold with the scorpion 

pepper.  But that has a lot of potential.   

In fact, I went to a market in NewYork and purchased Baron pepper 

sauce for US $15 for a bottle, the size of a ketchup bottle.  And that 

pepper sauce, Madam President, comes from St. Lucia, and that is to 

say the Caribbean is well focused, Caricom is well focused and we 

have our products all over.  But we need to have more Trinidad 

commodities.  We need to have more Trinidad by-products from our 

own local agricultural sector advertised and portrayed in trade 

agreements like this because the Minister of Food Production 
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promised the farming population pack houses and packaging facilities, 

modern state-of-the-art, modern technology.  I would like a status, an 

update or a statement with respect to packing houses.   

Sen. Maharaj:  In two weeks’ time I will invite you to come to the 

opening of the Chaguanas market.   

Sen. A. Singh:  And he indicated that he is opening—and I applaud 

that.  If you invite me I will be present.  So, Madam President, these 

are some of the issues that really I would have concentrated on.  

Before I close I would like to identify something, I have spoken to the 

Minister of Food Production within the past, and we should consider 

these arrangements when we are considering treaties and obligations 

for trading and our partnering with local businesses, something called 

“GLOBALG.A.P. Certification”.   

Now, this is an arrangement where over 100 countries have signed on 

to in Europe.  Now this facilitates countries to supply commodities, 

and in our case agricultural fresh produce and by-products, to the 

European markets to be sold in supermarkets and all thevalue chain 

throughout the European markets.  And if we were to consider the 

European markets in our trade agreements, our relationship has 

always been one where the European markets always tend to give you 
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a better price, a higher price and a better benefit to the businesses.   

So that arrangement, I would really like to ask this Government 

to look into the GLOBALG.A.P. Certification where our local farmers 

can be certified and for those of you all who do not know, 

GLOBALG.A.P. means Good Agricultural Practice, and you will be 

certified by European companies to produce and to get your product 

advertised out there in the international world and get the higher price 

for our commodities, because as you know we have some of the best 

varieties, some of the best in terms of quality where cocoa is 

concerned, where even our passion fruit is concerned and even the 

pepper as the hon. Senator would have indicated.   

So, these are some of the issues that surround negotiations when they 

take place, when Trinidad and Tobago is negotiating our trade 

agreements both with Panama and in moving forward, because I 

intend to also see a lot more communication taking place, a lot more 

treaties and a lot more conversation where getting our local 

commodities out there, getting our local manufacturing industries out 

there.   

So as I said, Madam President, we support this Bill, in principle 

and in fact we ask that regulations be adhered to by both parties, both 
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Trinidad and Tobago and Panama, so that we do not jeopardize the 

local industry, so that we do not jeopardize the ordinary, the small 

producers in the society.  And in our cases many of these people are 

geared towards the manufacturing of small and medium articles and 

they are based on small and medium enterprises and so on, so that we 

do not want to bring on a trade agreement, Partial Scope Trade 

Agreement, that affects them negatively.   

In so doing, the Opposition has pledged our intent to support, in 

principle, this legislation and I certainly would like to see Trinidad 

and Tobago be given the national attention and the respect that we 

require in terms of the international markets.  Madam President, I 

thank you.  

5.55 p.m. 

Madam President:  Sen. Dr. Balgobin.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Dr. Rolph Balgobin:  Thank you, Madam President, for 

recognizing me as I believe this is my first contribution since your 

ascension to the Presidency. I wish to congratulate you, of course, on 

your appointment. [Desk thumping]  I am sure that you will make a 

most capable President here and I hope is not too late also to 

recognize the sterling contribution made by your predecessor, former 
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Senator Timothy Hamel-Smith.  [Desk thumping]  So, Madam 

President, you have indeed joined illustrious company.   

I have risen to make a contribution to this Bill which seeks to 

affirm our partial scope trade agreement with Panama, and while this 

represents, to my mind, the culmination of a great deal of hard work, I 

suspect I would not be misleading anyone when I say this is, on the 

surface of it, not the most exciting thing we have debated here.  And 

yet, to my mind, there is excitement to come because, like it or not, 

unless we are careful, our economy is headed for precarious places.   

It would be folly, I think, to believe otherwise.  The sudden and 

unexpected drop in global energy prices has illuminated to us once 

again the fragile nature of our economy.  I say, once again, because in 

the living memory of many of us here lays the experience of 10 years 

of GDP contraction in the 1980s when we had the oil shock 

experience which sent our economy into a tailspin and put our very 

democracy at risk, born of insurrection.  

Now, of course, looking at the collapse in oil prices and 

instability in gas prices, many commentators have recently been very 

quick to say, “I told you so”.  But if you sift through the noise, you 

realize that very few people have had concrete ideas about where to 
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find more money.  And I really ought to recognize my colleague, Sen. 

Dhan Mahabir, who has been a lone voice for years appealing to the 

nation to put more money aside in the Heritage and Stabilisation 

Fund, and having put it there, not to interfere with it.  Outside of his 

suggestion for how to smooth and soften the dread impact of hardship 

born of cyclicality, which is attendant to our resource-based economy, 

I have heard very little from anyone on how we might insulate 

ourselves from the effects of this thing called Dutch disease.   

Peddlers of ideas like the plantation economy, which many of 

us grew up with, have never been able—at least presently—to move 

beyond where Lloyd and Levitt left it, in a sense defiling a diagnosis 

long established by intelligent people and offering little in terms of 

simple and concrete ways forward.  Instead, we use massive words to 

describe the imperatives.  But the answers are not so hard.  They are 

just unknown to people who have only studied—or purport to study—

how to create value but who have never created any, either for 

themselves or for this economy by being globally competitive.   

So I rather suspect that many of the people talking about being 

globally competitive are not themselves so, and so the noise masks a 

bankruptcy of ideas and a willingness to trade on the windy, 
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intellectual flatulence that has come to typify public commentary on 

the economy.   

Hon. Member:  You are waxing poetic, man.  

Sen. Dr. R. Balgobin:  Now this, to me, Madam President, is a great 

pity because the people who are affected by this development and by 

this agreement are not the people who are talking—well, until now.  

One of these groups is manufacturers, and of course, I count myself 

among their number, and so I believe I am qualified to say that 

agreements like these directly impact the manufacturing sector as 

much as, or more than any other because they expose local 

manufacturers to more, and more, and more competition, much of it 

duty free, domestically on the one hand, and more positively opens up 

foreign markets to local manufacturers on the other.  

Agreements like these offer the opportunity for local consumers 

to get lower prices for certain goods while also presenting the 

possibility for greater outflows of foreign exchange if people buy 

more from abroad and less of what is made here.  And so, agreements 

like these are always two-edged swords, but they are also inevitable.  

They are impossible to avoid in our present geopolitical landscape.  

The world may not yet have a truly global economy but it has strong 
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regional ones, and everywhere we look, as we heard from my 

colleague, Sen. Dr. Mahabir earlier, we witness rapid economic 

regionalization, from Mercosur to Caricom, to Nafta, to the EU, to 

ASEAN.  It is only natural, for countries are always more likely to 

trade more with countries that are nearby.   

The same, of course, applies to companies, and this explains 

why so many companies in the global 500 appear to have revenues 

that are concentrated in regions near to where they are originally from 

or headquartered.  And this also explains, to my mind, why it may not 

be right to claim that Trinidad and Tobago manufacturers are 

somehow uncompetitive because they do a lot of business in Caricom.  

We are respected in the region for our manufacturing competitiveness.  

We are even disliked for it, but we are respected nonetheless.  

Last week, right here in Trinidad and Tobago, Adam Stewart, 

the CEO of Sandals Resorts, came and made precisely this point, that 

Trinidad and Tobago manufacturing was something that this country 

ought to be proud of; that it has achieved something which others 

wished they had.  Our manufacturing is not about making inferior 

substitutes.  Our manufacturers now make things which are world 

class and which are accepted all over the world for quality, design, 
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taste.   

If I turn back to regionalization, which, of course, may be a 

necessary step in the pathway to globalization or going global, we 

must accept that some companies are ahead of us and they have 

already spread worldwide, and they are taking advantage of lowering 

trade barriers to penetrate new markets at breathtaking speed.  The 

surest evidence of this is right here in Trinidad and Tobago, which has 

seen an explosion in economic activity, the majority of which is in 

distribution—read, buy and sell.   

This is significant because not all businesses are alike.  

Policymakers tend to lump everyone, like a “grap” of coconuts, into 

this thing and call them the private sector, but the actors in the private 

sector are very different, assisted by, aided by, the Internet and ease of 

sourcing supply.  Distributors are now popping up everywhere 

because all it takes for them to get into the business is the ability to 

purchase, get some storage and a means of distribution.   

But in countries like Trinidad and Tobago, they are 

indispensable because we invariably consume more goods than we 

produce.  Internet shopping and specialist global mail—you know, 

these sky boxes and so on; these packaging services—have put even 
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distributers now at risk.  The retail sector, too, is feeling the pressure 

as margins are compressed.  People shop in their pyjamas from the 

safety of their own homes.  They pay by credit card and their 

shopping is at their door in days.   

This has contributed to a significant rise in the demand for US 

dollars and a hollowing out of certain aspects of the retail sector.  I 

invite you—I invite anyone here—to walk through the malls and I am 

willing to wager that you will find more people in the corridors than 

in the stores; more gaping than shopping.  And so if someone from 

Panama wants to do well here, I would say all they need to do is have 

a great website and a good distribution system and they are in with a 

chance.  It is no longer that they have to find a distributor in Trinidad 

and Tobago to represent their goods, and the same is true for the 

reverse.   

But manufacturers are another subspecies of economic man 

altogether.  A manufacturer is not a distributor, and it is here I think 

that we may find the answer to some of the problems which beset us, 

and so, I just want to speak very briefly to that today.  

Let me first, however, make some counter-intuitive 

observations about our economy in relation to this trade agreement 
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and that will take me naturally to conclusion.  I will just make three. 

First, as I move on my way to a diversification solution, the 

plantation economy model that we so criticize, where we depend on 

largely a single source of income, has, in economic terms, served us 

reasonably well. In relation to our peers and our neighbours, as we 

have heard, Trinidad and Tobago has a very high GDP per capita.  We 

have high and increasing levels, not only of income but of education 

and other key things.   

In terms of GDP per capita the IMF, in 2013, ranked us as 36th 

in the world, and the World Bank ranked us, in their report between 

2011 and 2013, as 33rd.  There is, to my mind, no question that our 

energy resources have played a major part in this.  Of course, socially, 

this model has not served us well and commentators have, in my view, 

rightly observed this because the child, the daughter of this model, is a 

culture of entitlement which necessarily develops when only one 

sector creates wealth and all the other sectors consume it.  “You 

bound to get that.”  It must happen.   

So this has led to a problem which, for me, is largely 

unacknowledged by economic actors and commentators alike, and 

that relates to something of an anomaly I have observed in the energy 
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sector, and that is, we have been drilling oil in this country for 100 

years and we have not developed as many competitive energy sector 

businesses as we should have.  Our people are marketable.  Our 

people in the energy sector are marketable.  They work here, they 

work everywhere in the world, but they are working abroad within the 

confines of other people’s companies and not our own.   

We have, for whatever reason, not been able to take that next 

step.  I have examined the roster of companies participating in the 

energy sector and to my surprise, despite the age of the sector, our 

policymakers and entrepreneurs appear not to have produced, in a 

systematic way, world-beating companies in the energy sector which 

are internationally competitive.  I have not been able to find 10 locally 

owned companies that meet this definition, worse if I take out state 

enterprises.  And we have been participating in this sector for 100 

years.   

So, to my mind, this is a signal failure because surely the 

zenith, the apogee of our energy sector development cannot be that we 

have found more and better ways to incentivize and tax exploration 

and production.  Surely, we are more than toll keepers.  Surely!  And 

we congratulate ourselves and say that we are so smart.  
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Too many of our local energy firms have been relegated to a 

conversation about local content which, to me, sounds like we want a 

piece of the pie—the local pie.  Once we allow this orientation to take 

root, it is unlikely that we will ever develop the mindset to be globally 

competitive.  We need more Tucker energy groups.  We need more 

businesses like that, that have come from this sector and that are going 

out there and competing and taking in our people with them.  Where 

are they?   

6.10 p.m.  

What is it in our policy frameworks and our planning?  We 

have had planning and planning and planning here “for donkey 

years”.  What is it that we have been doing that has gone wrong and 

we have not facilitated the creation of more globally competitive 

companies in this sector?  That is not to attack the sector or the people 

in it.  So I would not like to read tomorrow everybody is commenting 

on what I have said, and they say I am attacking them.  I am not.  I am 

making an observation that we have participated in a sector for 100 

years, and we do not seem to have a whole hell of a lot to show for it 

in terms of local companies that are going global and doing 

something. 
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My second observation is, Madam President, I do not think that 

we are as productive as we think we are.  Put another way, I am not 

sure that we earn what our GDP per capita is reported to be.  On an 

income basis we are ranked in the 30s, but if you look at the Global 

Competitiveness Report for the last 10 years, and particularly in the 

last two, three or four, or five, we are ranked in the 80s and in the 

early 90s.  What accounts for the disparity between what people judge 

our competitiveness to be and what our income is?  What is 

accounting for that difference?  I think that the difference we really do 

not work for, a big part of it is extracted from beneath our feet.  And 

so why this disparity?  For me, one major issue in any enabling 

environment is the industrial relations landscape; but in protecting the 

rights of many workers we have institutionalized mediocrity.    

Now I am actually a fan of labour unions, but the fact is that 

their enabling environment, it simply is not there to the extent that it 

should be and too many manufacturers who succeed do so in spite of 

the system, not because of it.  The Customs and Excise Division, the 

Board of Inland Revenue and VAT, police, fire services, the court—

you catch someone stealing in your business, you have no recourse, 

what are you going to do?  You are going to look at them and say, 
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“Give me back my safety glasses, give me back my uniform and I 

commend you to the world”, when really, what you are saying is, “Go 

next door and tief from da man now” because if you take them to the 

police station, of course, nothing happens. 

And so, contrary to what many people say, I wonder whether 

Trinidad and Tobago is not, in fact, more law abiding than we give it 

credit for.  Because if you live in a society where there is almost zero 

chance of detection and less than zero per cent chance of prosecution, 

then I would think that we would have rampant mayhem in the 

society—and we do not.  So I wonder.  I think that Trinidad has more 

beautiful and peaceful and calm people than we give them credit for.  

[Desk thumping] 

If you did arrest them, of course, the court would take 10 years 

to do anything with them.  Meanwhile they are out on bail so they can 

threaten you.  You cannot reach the court to plead your case because 

there is traffic like nothing on the road.  I do not even know how you 

would import drugs here through the port, we were hearing about that, 

because the port system is nuts.  So you have—I do not know.  I 

mean, I would not take the chance to import drugs through our port.  It 

might go anywhere.  So many things, Madam President, simply do not 
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work the way that they should if we are to mount a competitive 

response to rapidly changing global trends, and all of these things 

contribute to a loss in our competitiveness.  I mean, look at these 

issues of concern.  It is no laughing matter.  The question of energy 

cost, everyone else says that our energy costs are so low, but energy 

cost as a manufacturing input for some people is very high.  Will 

prices rise?  We do not know.   

A couple of months ago, I saw WASA arbitrarily try to raise 

water abstraction rates.  It looked that way to me.  Of course, the RIC 

and WASA worked it out eventually, and it all—[Interruption] 

Hon. Senator:  RIC has not worked out anything yet. 

Sen. Dr. R. Balgobin:  Oh!  It has not worked it out?  Oh well, okay.  

Okay, so there you go, another thing that does not work.  The enabling 

environment, Madam President, is not enabling enough and it is very 

easy to make people who are creating value and adding value in this 

economy, it is very easy to make them feel like they should stop doing 

that and just start buying things and selling them because to make it, 

so hard. 

The third observation is that in my view it is a gross disservice 

to say that our manufacturing is therefore uncompetitive.  I do not 
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know if the people who say that have ever created value, or ever made 

a “tambran ball” and sold it, because if they did they would 

understand the very competitive nature of our manufacturing here.  

Yet, several arguments have been advanced to support this blighted 

view.  What do they say?  Manufacturers benefit from cheaper energy, 

lots of incentives, duty protection.  Well, okay—[Interruption]  

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

The Minister of the Environment and Water Resources (Sen. The 

Hon. Ganga Singh):  Thank you, Madam President.  Thank you, Sen. 

Dr. Balgobin, for giving way.  Just a procedural matter.  Madam 

President, in accordance with Standing Order 9(8), I beg to move that 

the Senate continues to sit until the completion of the business at 

hand. 

Question put and agreed to.  

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PANAMA PARTIAL SCOPE  

TRADE AGREEMENT BILL, 2014. 

Madam President:  Senator, please continue.  [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Dr. R. Balgobin:  Thank you, Madam President.  I was saying 

that several arguments have been made to support the blighted view 

that people that create value in this economy, like manufacturers, you 
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know, enjoy some sort of preferential treatment.  They say cheaper 

energy and plenty incentives and duty protection.   

You know, Madam, President, what is not generally considered 

is that as far as I can tell, the energy sector enjoys as much incentives 

or more than manufacturing, and I would like to believe it is more.  In 

fact, I know it is more but I am just being polite.  The energy sector 

enjoys the same low energy cost, and the duty protection that 

manufacturers are supposed to enjoy is easily bypassed by under-

invoicing, bribery, corruption, incompetence and short staffing.  So 

there really is no protection.  There really is no protection, and what 

little protection you may have left is being taken away by agreements 

like these as they must. 

So for me, I am fully in support of this and I recognize the very 

hard work that the Minister and his team have done to bring it to this 

point.  [Desk thumping]  No manufacturer can stand up and say, 

“Well, you know, we want to ring-fence ourselves from the world and 

we are afraid of the world.”  The world is already here because we are 

already globally competitive if we could even sell at home and in the 

region, because the whole world is here.  

I do not think enough of us take into account the significant 
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amount of foreign exchange saved for Trinidad and Tobago by virtue 

of making and selling products at home, nor do I think we fully 

understand the impact of extremely small markets which do not give 

manufacturers any real cushion.  I think it is simply misunderstood the 

natural advantage that countries with larger populations can give to 

their manufacturers.  A lot of the people who are talking about this 

topic certainly do not appear to have grasped that most of the 

production of manufacturers in countries likes the USA is sold at 

home.  They sell it right there.  They also do not recognize that in this 

economy manufacturing employs about 10 per cent of the workforce 

and it also accounts for a big chunk of economic activity. 

When I look at value added contribution to GDP in constant 

dollars for energy and manufacturing, let us say in 2013 fiscal, energy 

was $35 billion and manufacturing was $8 billion.  Everyone talks 

about energy, but for a sector that is receiving so little love, actually 

doing a fair amount, but the energy sector employs 3 per cent of the 

workforce and manufacturing employs 10.  What does that tell you?   

At home, Madam President, I think the dearth of globally 

competitive local energy companies can be contrasted in a sense with 

the manufacturing sector, or they can be compared side by side.  But 
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this manufacturing sector we are talking about, it has a lot of world-

beating companies and brands.  We have Angostura, we have 

Associated Brands, Bermudez, SM Jaleel, EIL, Century Eslon, 

Advance Foam, Agostini, ABS Abel Building Solutions, Carib and 

many, many more.  These are tremendous and innovative 

organizations which create value, not just sell what others have made.  

Therefore, it cannot be that to control a regional market, even one as 

small as ours, is a sign of not being competitive, and I will just tell 

you, therefore, what I think the difference is between manufacturing 

and something like distribution.  Real manufacturing for me is very 

different because it emphasizes activities right across the value chain.   

A manufacturer, Madam President, you know what you start 

with when you are manufacturing something?  A dream, a picture in 

your head, an idea, I wonder if this could work.  Whether it is a box of 

cereal, a piece of plastic guttering or a Kiss cake, it is a dream, it is an 

idea.  Then you have to design it; then you have to research the 

market and develop the product; then source the inputs; then make the 

product and contend with people, equipment, machinery and 

everything else you are treating with; then store it, protect it from 

people who want to steal it; sell it and then deliver it.  Then hopefully 
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somewhere down the road collect your money because if the man 

does not pay you, you know you have no chance in court.  A 

distributor does not have to do all of that, of course.  They have to 

source, import, store, sell and collect.  So a manufacturer, Madam 

President, is operating along more links of the value chain and herein, 

therefore, lies the keys to our economic future.   

The way forward for this economy is to participate more and 

more along the value chain.  We must keep more links of the chain at 

home.  It is a mistake to believe that you can run an economy on 

intangibles like intellectual property and services alone.   

Sen. Prescott SC:  Lawyers. 

Sen. Dr. R. Balgobin:  As the UK—as my colleague just mentioned 

it—[Interruption [ 

Sen. Prescott SC:  No, no, no. 

Sen. Dr. R. Balgobin:—one lawyer amongst a growing profession of 

lawyers.  [Laughter]  It is interesting that in a society that has so many 

lawyers and is churning out so much more, that the justice system 

does not work.  How interesting is that?  So no, our legal system is not 

something that makes us globally competitive not just yet.  And so, 

Madam President, it is a mistake to think that lawyers will be our 
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salvation or that you can run an economy on intangibles and on 

services.  

As the United States, the UK, have recently found, and Germany has 

never forgotten, I think it is, as Barack Obama says, you could run an 

economy on whatever you want but you have to make “stuff”.  Simple 

as that, you have to make stuff right now.  They are clear that they 

need to make more stuff and so do we.   

6.25 p.m.  

And so, to me, this points the way forward for diversification.  

This country has wrestled with this problem for 40 years or more but 

as a person involved in value creation, I can tell you that one solution 

is extremely simple.  You must support economic activity that brings 

foreign exchange, reduces reliance on import, keeps you involved in 

as many links of the value chain as possible and employs people.  If 

you are able to do that, if you are able to find industries and 

businesses like that, those are the ones to support, those are the ones 

to go after.  If you do that, then, even as we embrace the idea of free 

trade and Panama and everybody else, we know that we embrace them 

with the attitude and the mindset and the belief of winners because we 

embrace them ready to take on those markets and, by extension, the 
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world.  If we do that, we have a chance.   

I thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Anthony Vieira:  Thank you, Madam President.  I was not 

planning to speak today but Sen. Mahabir inspired me, and I felt I just 

wanted to say a couple of things to expound on and expand on what 

he had said.   

The purpose of this legislation and for the agreement, if I quote 

from the Bill, is to promote through the expansion of trade in goods 

and services the harmonious development of the economic relations 

between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of 

Panama, to contribute to the removal of barriers to trade; to enhance 

the development and expansion of trade; to strengthen cooperation 

activities in all areas relevant to trade; to provide fair conditions of 

competition for trade and to develop mechanisms that facilitate 

investments of nationals in their respective territories.   

Madam President, I think this legislation, in fact, goes further 

than that, in that, it affords us an opportunity for a change in our 

mindset and our traditional attitude to business and trade, and I think 

it also gives us an opportunity to capitalize on our geopolitical 

advantage.   
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The change in the mindset I would like to talk about is, as Sen. 

Mahabir talked about when he mapped out the history of the colonial 

regime.  Trade in Trinidad and Tobago had always been north-south; 

it was vertical, not lateral.  I mean, if you think about it, we are 23 

miles from Tobago but we are only six miles from Venezuela at our 

nearest point, yet, the Gulf of Paria could be as wide as the Atlantic 

Ocean given the historical relationship between Trinidad and Tobago 

and Venezuela because of that colonial history.   

We in the English-speaking Caribbean see the English-speaking 

Caribbean as the Caribbean but six million people, we are blind to the 

Dutch Caribbean, the French Caribbean and the powerful Spanish 

Caribbean.  Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Cuba, Puerto Rico, 

Colombia, Panama, Venezuela, Mexico, Costa Rica, we are awash in 

a Caribbean Sea which is really the Spanish-speaking Caribbean.  

This is a chance for us to revisit that attitude and to capitalize that we 

are all in a Caribbean hemisphere.  All the countries around the 

Caribbean Sea number at least 25 states.  So that is an opportunity for 

us to capitalize on.   

And I agree with Sen. Mahabir, this creates a more suitable 

space within which to do trade because we are not dealing now with a 
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colonial power, we are dealing with people that are our trading equals, 

more or less.  

The other point that resonated with me and I really want to 

stress this because I think, sometimes, again, we are blind to it, is our 

geopolitical advantage.  Panama’s wealth is a direct result and it 

revolves entirely around the geopolitics.  All right.  The country does 

not have too much in terms of natural resources but that Canal has 

been—it has changed the fortune of that country.   

But Trinidad and Tobago also has enormous geopolitical 

advantage.  In World War II, we had the largest airbase in this part of 

the world at Wallerfield.  We had a naval base at Chaguaramas.  That 

was quite something because the allies appreciated that we were a 

major player in terms of the African campaign and also to entry into 

South America.   

I see this opportunity with Panama as a chance to capitalize on 

their geopolitical advantage and our geopolitical advantage.  Take 

China.  China is the largest—is the manufacturer for the world.  China 

has no direct access into the Atlantic and the countries that surround 

the Atlantic Ocean.  If China brings its products in through Panama 

and through Panama to get their products into a country like Trinidad, 
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and we had a base for Chinese operations, could you imagine what 

that would do?  China would now have access to England, Europe, 

North America, Central America, South America.   

This agreement potentially has the power to unlock a major 

strategic advantage for us as a country just using our geopolitical 

space.  So I think it is something that we should really be mindful of. 

I think, too, this agreement with Panama occasions us an 

opportunity to revisit some archaic laws that are on our books.  There 

is a trading with the Enemy Act.  This Act was passed in 1939 at the 

outbreak of World War II.   

Sen. Ramnarine:  That is why you cannot get German sausage.  

[Laughter] 

Sen. A. Vieira:  And there are a number of orders and regulatory 

instruments under this Act which forbid Trinidadians doing business 

with the enemy and any of the ally powers that are still on the books, 

and they hinder and impede trade today.  So, you cannot do trade with 

Belgium, Japan, Germany, Austria and Greece.  Well, of course, they 

made certain exceptions but those things are still on the books so it is 

a chance for us to revisit that and to see what we can do in bringing 

trade up into the 21st Century. 
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I should also say that I have spoken to representatives from 

both the American Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber of 

Commerce, and both Chambers are supportive of this legislation.  

They feel that we need to pursue negotiations for the trade in services 

but, by and large, I think the view was that the approach taken by the 

Government is the best that can be done in the circumstances.   

So, Madam President, I do not have too much more to say, 

other than that, I really think the Government is to be commended for 

bringing this legislation, but I think it also presents a tremendous 

opportunity that goes beyond what is on paper here.  Let us look at 

that powerful link that is being created.  Panama, the gateway to Asia; 

Trinidad and Tobago, the gateway to the Atlantic.  I think it is a 

powerful combination.  Thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. Shamfa Cudjoe:  Thank you, Madam President.  I am entering 

this debate at a very late time, we started at 10.30 a.m. this morning so 

much of the concerns would have already been exhausted by my 

colleagues, so I would just like the opportunity to throw my two cents 

in.   

I stand as a Member of the Opposition Bench and we have 

already stated that we are going to support this initiative today as we 
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adopt the necessary legislation and measures to bring to life the 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and 

Panama.  I think that regional trade agreement, whether full scope or 

partial scope, represents new life, new hope, new opportunities, to 

strengthen and bolster your economy, and new opportunities also to, 

or should I say, enhanced opportunities, more opportunities and 

measures to improve the standard of living for the people of the 

country.  So, I want to commend the trade negotiators, the staff of the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investment and Communications, 

everybody from this administration and previous administration that 

would have worked on bringing this piece of legislation to life from 

the very beginning of the negotiations to the very end.   

I remember being a part of the consultation.  I think it was year 

before last year at the Hilton Hotel, and I was really looking forward 

to see what would be the final document.  I have had the chance to 

review the final document and I am quite pleased with the concessions 

that we have made and the promises that we have made and what we 

have accepted.   

Now, I want to place on the record that a good or a 

commendable trading agreement is just that document, a couple, 
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probably 100 pages long stating how the countries intend to liberalize 

trade among or between themselves.  In this case, we are dealing with 

two parties so it would be between.  Now, there is a critical issue I 

want to raise because a trade agreement is just that, a regional trade 

agreement.  We have to do what is necessary to bring the trade 

agreement to life and very early in the debate, Sen. Bharath would 

have highlighted the importance of creating an enabling environment, 

and many of the other speakers spoke about creating an enabling 

environment.  I think that there are some lessons that we could learn 

from our past experiences as members of the WTO since 1995 and  

partners or signatories to other international and regional trade 

agreements.  There are many lessons to be learnt as it relates to 

preparing, to negotiating and implementing a regional trade 

agreement.   

Now, I want to point to three issues that relate to creating an 

enabling environment and that is: political stability, crime and 

productivity.  Each of these items would have been mentioned by 

speakers prior to me, so I would try not to exhaust the topic but I 

would just raise my point.  I want to deal first and foremost with the 

lessons that we should have learned.  Five years ago, we signed the 
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Economic Partnership Agreement.  And before I go into that, I want to 

state that Members of the Government would have made comments 

here today, painting a picture as if this is the first time Trinidad and 

Tobago is entering a regional trade agreement, like this is something 

new to Trinidad and Tobago.  They are bringing something that is 

unprecedented to us here in the Parliament.   

But the negotiation of the Economic Partnership Agreement 

with the European Union was done under the People’s National 

Movement.  We have quite a large number of trade agreements with 

other countries, whether it be bilateral or partial scope agreements or 

other regional trade agreements, so this is nothing new.  And to place 

on the record in the Lower House and then come back here today to 

place on the record that the People’s National Movement did not have 

a trade policy. That is not true.  Because Vision 2020 document would 

have stated clearly our trade policy during that time.    

6.40p.m.  

During the administration 2002 to 2010, our trade policy was 

on the website and I remember being a student in international trade 

policies at the University of the West Indies.  I did a Masters in 

International Trade Policies and all the other Caribbean nations were 
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looking to Trinidad’s trade policy and Trinidad’s trade negotiation 

team for direction and guidance in negotiating the Economic 

Partnership Agreement.  So to act like this is something new you are 

bringing to us, I do not know if it is an election gimmick or the 

Minister was just plain happy, but I  think we all know by now that is 

not true.   

I want to say that regional trade agreements and agreements of 

this sort, they bring to light or they showcase your inadequacies and 

your inefficiencies and this lesson could be learnt from the 

Cariforum/EU EPA because we made some very deep concessions, a 

large number of concessions, and we would have tread on grounds 

that were new to us, as it relates to national treatment and most-

favoured nation treatment and so on.  And some of the other countries 

within the Caribbean and in the north were wondering how could we 

have made these great concessions, but we were confident that we 

were prepared to tread in this direction and we were confident that 

after the legislation or after the agreement was adopted, that Caricom 

and Cariforum—Cariforum would be Caricom along within the 

Dominican Republic—that we would get together and do what is 

necessary to make this thing work.   
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I remember at the 11th hour many of the countries other than 

Trinidad and Tobago—because we were sure about what we were 

getting into—I remember countries like Guyana and some of the 

smaller islands were hesitant to sign and the IDB and the World Bank 

and some of the other organizations, Shridath Ramphal organization 

and so on, had to pressure them.  And we would follow the news 

every single day.   I was an intern at IDB at that time.  We followed 

the news every day to see who signed and how could we encourage 

them to sign.  But Trinidad and Tobago was always clear about our 

trade policy and we knew what we were getting into.  Five years later, 

Caricom, or should I say Cariforum, we have shelved some of our 

commitments in the Economic Partnership Agreement.  For instance, 

as it relates to intellectual property and identifying geographical 

indications. 

In 2008, we were still trying to identify geographical 

identifications and today, 2015, five years after, we signed on and 

adopted the trade agreement, we still have not completed the exercise 

of identifying our geographical indications. 

So, Madam President, there are lessons to be learnt because we 

make these grandeur commitments and concessions and then we 
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encounter so many challenges and problems to bring it to life, to set 

up the necessary working committees and strategies to make the 

legislation, or should I say the trade agreement work. 

And as I brought up the issue of shelving trade in services, trade 

in services is something that is very close to the heart of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  It is a very critical part of our trade policy, especially for us 

in Tobago.  We are pretty much a service-based economy in Tobago 

because we depend so heavily on tourism, and in negotiating any trade 

agreement, whenever the Tobago House of Assembly is consulted, for 

the most part we travel to Trinidad or we enter the negotiations, 

participate in all the exercises, trying to bring benefit and decent or 

significant concessions and contributions benefits to the tourism 

industry.   

So I was taken—then Sen. Bharath would have mentioned that 

we—was it Sen. Bharath or Sen. Hadeed?  I know a Member of the 

Government side today mentioned that the Ministry of Tourism spent 

over $80 million in promoting and advertising tourism.  So you have 

on one hand the Government and the Tobago House of Assembly 

working diligently to promote our tourism product and to sell Trinidad 

and Tobago to the world, and on the other hand, a Government 
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Minister, a Member of Cabinet, making unreasonable and unfounded 

statements about Tobago being a place of crime.  He told the audience 

that: “I want to scare you, that you are…”—I am speaking here about 

the Minister of Tobago Development, the hon. Delmon Baker.  He 

stated on February11th, as reported by the Tobago News, that: “you are 

more likely to be shot dead in Tobago than in Trinidad.”  And the 

people of Tobago, the Chief Secretary, the Tobago House of 

Assembly, have called on Minister Baker to withdraw his statement, 

to retract his statement.   

Because when you look at the murder rate, when you look at 

the statistics, as it relates to crime, serious crime, even murders in 

Trinidad and Tobago, last year we had eight murders while Trinidad 

was clocking somewhere around 400.  To date, for this year 2015, 

Trinidad has, how many murders to date?  I am sure it is over 100 but, 

Madam President, Tobago has zero murders.  So to make such an 

unfortunate, unfounded and unreasonable statement is quite 

irresponsible and reckless for any Member of Government or a 

Cabinet to do.  And here a whole month later we are still awaiting an 

apology from Minister Baker or for him to simply retract his 

statement. 
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[MR.VICE-PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

Because we in Tobago, we are not—the people of Tobago and the 

Tobago House of Assembly are not interested in—[Interruption]  

Sen. G. Singh:  He is Tobagonian also, you know. 

Sen. S. Cudjoe:  I would not be distracted.  If Sen. Singh wants to 

make a contribution I am sure he can do so after, but this is my time 

and nobody else could speak on my time. 

Mr. Vice-President, the point I am making is that we compete 

with the other islands of the Caribbean.  We are pretty much 

marketing or selling the same thing: sea, sand and sun.  So the other 

Caribbean nations would have seen this statement and are now 

promoting that their destinations are safer than ours and that is not 

true.  We have not had one murder for the year and we have not seen 

double digits in years, Mr. Vice-President.  So it is important that the 

hon. Minister retract his statement and set the record straight.  I am 

totally befuddled as to how any responsible person who is serious 

about development in Tobago or promoting tourism product could 

make such an unreasonable statement.  We are selling sea, sun and 

sand and he is selling sea, sun and murder and that just really cannot 

be tolerated. 
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I want to point to another issue that has piqued my interest.  

There has been much conversation about the effectiveness of the 

social programmes provided by the Government and the Tobago 

House of Assembly also.  I really think that we need to review these 

social programmes and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 

these social programmes.  For the most part there are too many people 

on social assistance or enrolled in social assistance programmes that 

really do not need social assistance.  For instance, you have people 

who have food cards that have proper jobs and are receiving a proper 

pay but they are on social assistance programmes.  So we need to 

examine a method/means of assessing the applicants and figuring out 

who really needs social assistance and who does not and weaning off 

those who do not need social assistance.   

I remember going to a pharmacy here in Trinidad and as I got to 

the counter to pay for my goods, the pharmacist pleaded with me to 

fill out a CDAP form and I kept saying I am able, I take care of 

myself, I work two jobs.  I am able to pay for my stuff but they were 

pleading with me to take CDAP.  I do not need CDAP.  So there are 

people who are benefiting from many social programmes; that is a 

total waste of resources.  So we need to find some way of reviewing 
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and improving the efficiency and effectiveness of these social 

programmes. 

There is another development, Mr. Vice-President, where 

meaningful— what is supposed to be meaningful employment, is now 

being used as social assistance.  What is supposed to be meaningful 

employment is now being used as a form of social assistance.  Mr. 

Vice-President, I want to explain myself because this is something, I 

should not say that is new but we are getting to a point where it is very 

untenable and if we are going to sell to the world that you can come to 

Trinidad and Tobago, we are going to sell to investors that we have a 

productive labour force and we are able to compete with Panama and 

compete with the rest of Latin America, then we have to put our 

money where our mouth is and do what is necessary to improve the 

productivity.   

There is no justification for Ministries—and I can say 

especially for the Ministry of Tobago Development—to be employing 

people who have full CXC passes, people who are out of college to 

report to work, sign a book and go to swimming classes, or go to 

driving classes.  As they say in the US: where do they do that at?  

Where do they do that?  You go to work, you sign a book and you 
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report to swimming classes or driving classes.  And when the young 

people ask: Why are we not doing work?  They are being told: “we 

are just assisting you.  There is nothing around here to do you know.  

We are just assisting you.  We are giving you a help out and we hope 

when the time comes you would help us out too.”  Now that is a 

serious blow to productivity in this country and it affects people’s 

notion of what it is to earn an honest day’s pay for an honest day’s 

work.  So I think that we are selling a wrong message, an inaccurate 

and untenable message to young people who are willing and able to 

do productive work and it does not help us as we engage, as we try to 

compete with the rest of the world and bring our standards up with the 

rest of the international community so that we can be successful or 

victorious in the economic landscape.   

My final concern, Mr.Vice-President, Sen. Balgobin would 

have raised issues as they relate to efficiency on the port and moving 

goods through the port at a faster pace and in a more secure fashion 

also. 

I was reading a newspaper report where somebody was 

complaining about the fact that it takes 12 weeks to clear their 

containers off the port and they were complaining about the different 
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disadvantages it has cost the employers, the suppliers and how this 

trickles down to increasing the cost for customers. 

So while we boast of a single electronic window and reducing 

the number of days it takes to set up a business or conduct a business 

transaction, the entrepreneur, the business people, the people in the 

business community who are out there doing the work and facing 

these different agencies, they speak a different story, they tell a 

different story and I can say that clearly, categorically, because I was 

at the negotiations year before last year when some of these business 

people were complaining.  A couple weeks ago in the Business 

Guardian these were the complaints also.  So, we have some work to 

do.  We have some work to do if we are going to compete on the 

international stage.   

Now, finally, Mr. Vice-President, political stability.  Political 

stability is a critical building block or  fundamental issue or principle 

as it relates to an enabling environment when we are dealing with 

international trade and improving investors’ confidence.  Now, for the 

most part, under this Government we have seen Ministers change like 

clockwork.  It must be really difficult for a Social Studies student to 

keep up with what is going on because we have seen about 24 shifting 
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around or firing of Ministers over this four and a half years.  

6.55p.m.  

Whilst some may say there are some advantages associated 

with that, we are yet to see it, Mr. Vice-President, because as the 

Ministers change in many of the Ministries, the policy changes.  

Investors are to be sure about what they are getting into.  There has 

been much turbulence in the running of the country.  Every day there 

is some new mistake or some new mishap or some new 

misunderstanding.  We have never seen anything quite like this before 

in the governance of our country.  I think it is safe for me to say that it 

is unprecedented.  

So, there are many things that pique our interest and baffle our 

minds as to what is taking place, especially as it relates to what Sen. 

Bharath said—“creating an enabling environment”—and political 

stability is very important.  

So, Mr. Vice-President, as I was saying, you have 24 Ministers 

fired, and many of these Ministers they were fired or taken out of 

Parliament, taken out of Ministries for some kind of, probably poor 

performance, or they were unfit for office, or some allegation, but 

later on, the same Minister is hired or very shortly after, the same 
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Minister is hired as an advisor in the same Ministry or some other 

Ministry.  There are many examples of that.  That is unprecedented. 

Mr. Vice-President, you have issues of walking police files, the 

bulldozing of acres of land in Chaguaramas for building of a 

convention centre, you have an AG, Attorney General, allegedly 

involved in witness tampering; unprecedented.  What does that say as 

it relates to political stability and encouraging investors to come and 

participate in doing business in Trinidad and Tobago?  So there are 

many, many issues that are unprecedented. We have never seen 

anything quite like this before.  

So at the end of the day, Mr. Vice-President, a trade agreement, 

a regional trade agreement, whether it is full scope or partial scope, is 

a very serious document, is a very serious agreement, a serious 

arrangement.  It should not be treated as “ah monkey see, monkey do” 

arrangement, where, okay, the rest of the Caribbean and the countries 

of the north are engaged in trade agreements, so let us do it too.  If we 

are going to do it, we need to do it all and do it to the best of our 

ability.  Good work or none!  Is either you are going to do it or you 

are not going to do it.   

We have taken the decision to engage Panama.  We have signed 
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off.  We have agreed.  The same thing was done for the Economic 

Partnership Agreement.  We have some work to do as it relates to 

setting up the necessary institutions, and the necessary measures to 

bring this legislation or to bring this agreement to life, as it relates to 

trade facilitation, as it relates to improving our negotiating team and 

negotiating abilities, improving our food and drugs unit and our 

standards unit to deal with issues relating to sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures, to deal with dumping and issues of that 

nature.   

As I said in the very beginning, you can have the most 

wonderful trade agreement, with the best and most promising 

concessions, but if you do not do your work on your end, to make sure 

that it brings some benefit to your people and bolster your economy, 

then it is a total waste of time. 

So, Mr. Vice-President, I say once again, on behalf of the 

Members of this Bench, that we support this piece of legislation, and 

we support this Trinidad and Tobago Panama Partial scope Trade 

agreement.   

With those very few words, I thank you.  [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Trade, Industry, Investments and 
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Communications (Sen. The Hon. Vasant Bharath): [Desk 

thumping] Thank you, Mr. Vice-President.   

Let me begin by, first of all, thanking all of those who have 

participated in this very important debate;  important from the 

perspective that it lays the groundwork and the foundation for our 

manufacturing sector to expand into new marketspace outside of 

Trinidad and Tobago, thereby improving their economies of scale, 

allowing them to reduce their unit costs, and allowing them to 

compete, both from a quality perspective and a cost perspective, with 

international competition outside of our shores.  But as has been 

mentioned by Sen. Dr. Balgobin and others, also allowing them to 

compete with their home-grown products, against world competition 

right here in Trinidad and Tobago, and also in the Caricom region, 

which essentially is our doorstep market. 

Mr. Vice-President, I want to begin by outlining the fact that 

what this arrangement does is, it allows, as I said, not just our 

manufacturers new marketspace but it also allows consumers greater 

choice.  It allows consumers a greater choice in terms of product 

range, in terms of quality of product and, of course, the possibility of 

being able to access products manufactured in other countries that 
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may be cheaper than ours at this point in time.   

I want to acknowledge and endorse and support wholeheartedly, the 

comments made by many of the Independent Senators, but 

particularly Sen. Dr. Balgobin who, very succinctly, summed up the 

state of the manufacturing sector, our readiness to be in a position to 

compete internationally, and the necessity for us to spread our wings 

into new markets.  He clearly understands the manufacturing sector 

well.  I know he is on the Board of the Trinidad and Tobago 

Manufacturers’ Association.  I will come a little later to the fact that 

that sector was quite heavily criticized by Sen. Al-Rawi when he 

spoke.   

I wanted to also speak about some of the concerns raised by 

other Independent Senators.  Sen. Vieira talked about trading with the 

enemy and, to be honest, I have to admit my ignorance on this 

particular piece of legislation that dates back to 1939.   Certainly it has 

never occurred to me that there is legislation on our books with 

regulations that preclude us from actually importing products out of 

Germany, Belgium and other markets that may have been seen in 

1939 as the enemy.  So certainly, Sen. Vieira, thank you for raising 

that matter.  We will certainly look at it.  I know you mentioned in the 
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tea break that you had a word with the German Ambassador, and it 

was brought to your attention that way.  So we would certainly look at 

that. 

With regard to some of the comments that Sen. Dr. Mahabir 

made and, of course, he talked at length about the possibilities of 

integration with those who are closer to us - as did Sen. Vieira - 

allowing us into markets of some 25 countries.  Sen. Dr. Mahabir, I 

want to let you know that essentially you were articulating very—

well, you were articulating the Government’s position certainly with 

regard to those markets.   

In fact, this Panama agreement is the first, and we have already 

negotiated Guatemala, El Salvador and we are in the process of 

looking at—well, we have discussions taking place with Chile at the 

moment.  Also, you raised the question of Cuba, and to let you know 

that in September 2014, the Cuba Joint Council held a meeting, and 

Cuba has offered duty-free access to approximately 297 products out 

of Trinidad into Cuba – duty-free access.  So those negotiations are 

going on.  We will continue obviously.   

We also have an arrangement with the Dominican Republic, 

and you may know that we have an arrangement dating back to 1995 
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with Venezuela. On President Maduro’s visit a couple weeks ago, a 

commitment was made that we would resuscitate trade links with 

Venezuela, clearly in a limited fashion because of the issue with 

regard to payment.  We are trying to work something out with the 

TTMA, as to the manufacturers who might be interested in doing 

business in Venezuela and how we can actually get the payments out 

of Venezuela. 

Sen. Prescott raised the issue of clarification on the evolution of 

the partial scope agreement.  Sen. Prescott, I just wanted to inform 

you that actually in part of the agreement it is noted that in the internal 

mechanism within the agreement, there is a joint administrative 

commission.   This will actually review the general functioning of the 

agreement, and oversee the expansion of the partial scope trade 

agreement.  This would include the introduction of more goods in 

Annexes A and B and there are associated rules of origin in Annex C.   

The Administrative Commission will also oversee negotiation 

and completion of the bilateral investment treaty, and an agreement on 

trade in services between Trinidad and Tobago and Panama.  I 

mentioned this when I was speaking earlier on, that for goods— the 

expansion is set to take place three years after entry into force of the 
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agreement. The negotiation of a services agreement is expected to 

take place within two years of entry into force of the agreement, and 

the investment treaty, the bilateral investment treaty, will be 

negotiated after one year into force of the treaty. 

The third comment I wanted to make was with regard to some 

comments that Sen. Baldeo-Chadeesingh made under the trade 

dispute.  I did also mention that in my presentation, that the trade 

disputes under this agreement will be resolved using dispute 

settlement procedures outlined in Annex D of the agreement. These 

include consultations, include alternative dispute resolution 

mechanisms, intervention of the joint commission and an 

establishment of an arbitration panel.  As such, there is no need for 

reliance on the WTO dispute settlement procedures because it is 

prescribed in the agreement itself. 

So those are some of the comments I wanted to make with 

regard to comments made by the Independent Senators.   In particular, 

Sen. Avinash Singh raised the issue of the Central Bank and US 

dollars.  Well, Sen. Singh, if you know how the Central Bank 

operates, it is actually an independent institution, independent of 

Government.  So, therefore, Government has no control over the 
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amount of US dollars that are put into the system or released into the 

system outside, of course, of what the oil companies would put into 

the system as a result of taxes on a quarterly basis.  The Central Bank 

essentially tops up by virtue of putting in approximately 25 per cent of 

the foreign exchange, the US dollars into the market, but Government 

has no influence essentially over the Central Bank.  Central Bank is a 

totally autonomous and independent agency. 

You talked about the single electronic window.  You actually 

called it the single “electric” window.  It is actually the single 

electronic window.  The single electronic window has really all of the 

modules, well, not all modules have been put in as yet, but it is really 

since 2011, under the watch of the People’s Partnership that the single 

electronic window was up and running.  In fact, so much so, that the 

Ministry of Trade, Industry, Investments and Communications 

actually won a United Nations award for the single electronic 

window, for improvements in the public service.  So, it has been only 

in the last couple of years [Desk thumping] that this has taken place. 

You also talked about importers being banned from importing, 

certain importers should be banned from importing.  Well, again, fines 

and penalties are prescribed under the Customs Act.  So Government 
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is not in a position to intervene, to ban any particular importer.  It 

would be the relevant sections of the Customs Act that would come 

into force with regard to penalties and fines as prescribed by that,  

for either under-invoicing or illegally importing any products, unless, 

of course, we come to Parliament and make amendments to the 

Customs Act. 

[MADAM PRESIDENT in the Chair] 

7.10 p.m.  

Those are some of the comments I have with regard to certain 

things that were said earlier this afternoon, Madam President.  

However, outside of the very lucid contributions made by the 

Independent Senators, I really was disappointed in many of the 

contributions made by the Opposition Senators who appeared to be 

regurgitating redundant statements over and over, simply, it appeared 

for effect.  It came across to me and reminded me of a saying that I 

heard many years ago that the meaning does not matter, we are only 

here for idle chatter.  [Laughter]   When one listened to each one of 

them getting up to speak, it would appear that is all they were doing, 

meaningless chatter, one after the other, attempting to, it would 

appear, just occupy the time of the Senate this afternoon.   
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I want to refer to some of the statements that Sen. Al-Rawi 

made.  I am sorry he is not here this evening.  [Crosstalk]  I want to 

refer to some of the comments he made because his statements, some 

of them, were quite inflammatory with regard to the manufacturing 

sector, in particular, and the state of the economy, most of which were 

completely and totally erroneous.  I am responding, Madam President, 

not because his statements actually merit a response, but simply 

because they were so far from the truth that it is necessary for us to 

correct the public record here this evening.  

In fact, I think Sen. Al-Rawi did himself a great disservice this 

afternoon, and almost completely discredited himself, such that no 

weight can be further put on any of the utterances that Sen. Al-Rawi 

says in this Chamber.  He misled the Parliament by many of the things 

that he said this afternoon, which were completely and totally false.   

Madam President, I actually sat here and I marvelled at the 

perplexed faces on the other side when Sen. Al-Rawi was speaking, 

because I think they too were so dismayed at some of the information 

he attempted to pass off as facts, they were clearly all cringing in their 

seats hoping that he would sit down sooner rather than later.  I, too, 

myself, was embarrassed for him as he was so short on knowledge 
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and so long on rhetoric.  As I sat here myself, as a colleague in the 

Senate, I, too, was shocked to see him go on and listen to what he had 

to say this evening.   

There is saying that wise men when in doubt as to whether to 

speak or not, they give themselves the benefit of the doubt and they 

stay silent.  [Crosstalk]  Well, Sen. Al-Rawi—[Sen. Al-Rawi enters 

the Chamber]—oh here he is, just on time—spoke out and removed 

any doubt whatsoever about his lack of expertise in the area in which 

he was talking on this afternoon.   

I have said before, Madam President, that many on the other 

side and, particularly Sen. Al-Rawi, lives in a world that is far 

removed from reality, completely and totally.  Just a brief synopsis of 

the presentation I made today outlining all of the achievements of this 

Government in a mere four years would have indicated that the Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar-led Government is by far the best performing 

Government in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]  

By far! And no amount of, the word is obfuscation, can deny that. 

Sen. Al-Rawi’s continued shameless, self-publicity in this 

Senate works only in the realm of a soap opera.  One thing I have 

learnt, having spent time both in this Senate and in the other place, is 
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that when the other side is shameless, one cannot afford to be 

spineless and, therefore, that is the reason why I have chosen this 

afternoon to put on the record—it is imperative for us to state publicly 

for the record—what the facts are.  So, here we go. 

Madam President, Sen. Al-Rawi spoke at length about a few 

streets in certain parts of Trinidad and Tobago that were renamed in 

Spanish and, of course, he labelled that as an economic policy of the 

previous government—that is the result of a few streets being now 

named in Spanish [Crosstalk] that suddenly Trinidad and Tobago had 

embarked on a process of diversification into Spanish-speaking, Latin 

Central and South American countries.  [Laughter]  

I want to confirm that this is not a continuation of any PNM 

policy.  [Desk thumping]  This is not a continuation of any PNM 

policy.  In fact, the records would show that the only trade agreement 

that the PNM entered into in the years that they were in office was the 

Free Trade Agreement with Costa Rica.  That is the only one; the Free 

Trade Agreement with Costa Rica.  This Government has embarked 

on the Panama agreement which we are discussing here today; the 

Guatemala agreement which we have already signed; the El Salvador 

agreement which we have already signed, and we are now negotiating 
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with Chile as another agreement.  [Desk thumping]  So this is not any 

continuation of any PNM policy.  I can assure you, Madam President.  

If we were continuing with any PNM policies, we would be 

failing miserably, because the PNM has always had grandiose projects 

that are unworkable, un-implementable and has no value as far as the 

country is concerned.  We have them, dime a dozen, to be able to see 

them littered all over the country: the Brian Lara Stadium, they started 

they could not finish; the Scarborough hospital, they started they 

could not finish; the Government campus behind us, they started they 

could not finish; the rapid rail project, they spent $500 million on a 

pre-feasibility study, they could not finish; the Point Fortin highway, 

they have been talking about it since 1965, they could not even start it, 

let alone finish it; the Arima Hospital they have been talking about for 

20 years, this Government is going to build the Arima hospital.  [Desk 

thumping]  The Mayaro Fire Station, since Dr. Williams’ days—God 

rest his soul—they have been talking about building a fire station in 

Mayaro.  This Government is the Government that is going to build a 

fire station—that has started building a fire station in Mayaro.  [Desk 

thumping]  

Sen. Al-Rawi spoke about e TecK, and he said that it was, you 
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know, a park they had started $2.2 billion.  Madam President, that 

park started at a cost of $661 million in the Basdeo Panday regime; 

$661 million.  It ballooned to $2.2 billion under the PNM regime, and 

they could not complete a single building.  

Madam President, they are people who spend money, they start 

things and they could never finish it.  They could not even finish two 

terms in office.  [Laughter]  On two previous occasions, they jumped 

ship, halfway through.  They could not even finish their own term.  

[Desk thumping and laughter] Their legacy, Madam President, is of 

squandermania and of non-performance.  That is the PNM’s legacy.  

Sen. Al-Rawi spoke about economic indicators.  He selectively 

chose a couple of economic indicators.  He selectively chose a few 

that he felt was favourable to the PNM, but that was two out of 100.  

The facts will show that gross domestic product which he said did not 

move at all or there was little change at all, moved from $88.8 billion 

to $93.3 billion under constant pricing.  That is more than a 5 per cent 

growth.  That is better than many other countries across the world; $5 

billion.  

Our non-petroleum sector contribution to GDP, again, moved 

from $51 billion to $57 billion.  That is a $6 billion improvement in 
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GDP and a $13 billion increase from $26 billion to $39 billion in non-

energy revenues in five years, $13 billion.  [Desk thumping]  Our 

reserves stand at over 10 months of import cover, $11.3 billion; and 

foreign direct investment today is four times what it was in 2010 when 

we came into office; four times.  [Desk thumping]  Our Heritage and 

Stabilisation Fund is 60 per cent more than when we came into office 

in 2010.  It is now $5.6 billion.  When we came into office it was just 

over $3 billion.  Those are the realities of our economic indicators 

today, and not what Sen. Al-Rawi produced this afternoon.   

And you know what?  Shamelessly—I do not know where he 

got it from but, shamelessly, he said that the country had an idle 

capacity of 68.9 per cent, [Crosstalk] casting aspersions on the 

manufacturing sector [Crosstalk]—68.9 per idle capacity is what he 

said.  I just pulled it from the Hansard; 68.9 per cent, but let me tell 

you what the facts are.   

On January 30, 2015, less than two months ago, a release from 

the Central Bank: 

“At its January 2015 meeting, Central Bank’s Monetary Policy 

Committee…agreed to a third consecutive increase in the 

‘Repo’ rate by 25 basis points…The MPC based its decision on 
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three factors.  The first and most influential factor was recent 

interest rate guidance from the US Federal Reserve about the 

future path of its monetary policy.  The second”—and very 

importantly—“factor related to signs the Trinidad and Tobago 

economy seems to be approaching full capacity…” 

This is from the Central Bank release on January 30, 2015.  

Let me read again what it says. There are:  

“…signs that the Trinidad and Tobago economy seems to be 

approaching full capacity.   

This is reflected in the movement of a number of economic 

indicators.” 

That is what the Central Bank said.  [Sen. Al-Rawi stands]  I will let 

you go this time.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Thank you, hon. Minister.  Just for the record, 

because you are perfectly well entitled to beat me as you may, but just 

to give you the source of the information; the Economic Bulletin, 

February 2015, production of the Central Bank Trinidad and Tobago, 

and the position that I quoted from on that document on page 18 

speaks to capacity utilization in the manufacturing sector by way of 

percentage—quarter one, quarter two, quarter three:  Quarter one, 
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69.4 per cent; quarter two, 69.7 per cent and quarter three, 68.9 per 

cent.  Thank you, hon. Minister.  

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  You are clearly misreading the 

information, again.  This, as I said, is a release from the Central Bank 

dated January 30, 2015, a position which I have since confirmed with 

the Governor of the Central Bank this afternoon.  But, anyway, we 

continue, Madam President.  

He further went on to talk about business confidence in 

Trinidad and Tobago—business confidence was at an all-time low.  

As far as he was concerned, things were very rocky and it was a 

dismal future—my words, not his—ahead of us, painting a picture that 

we are on the road to ruin if this Government persisted in office.  

Let me read for you, Madam President, from the Business 

Confidence Report—the latest Business Confidence Report—

published again by the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago as at the 

September 30, 2014.  It says and I quote:   

“Business sentiment for all regions throughout Trinidad and 

Tobago was fairly optimistic, with businesses in Tobago and 

Central Trinidad having the highest confidence in short-term 

business activity. 
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While business confidence increased with firm size…In fact, 

medium-sized firms (50-249 employees) recorded the highest 

level of optimism, surpassing even large firms with 250 or more 

employees. The level of confidence was similar, at just below 

the national average.   

Firms reported a very favourable outlook for the local economy. 

Overall, 54 percent of the firms felt positive about the prospects 

for the local economy.  Distribution, Personal Services, 

Transport Storage and Communication, Finance Insurance and 

Real Estate all gave a high positive rating on the outlook for the 

local economy.” 

This, Madam President, is the latest Business Confidence Report from 

the Central Bank.   

7.25 p.m.  

But, strangely enough, Madam President, Sen. Al-Rawi also 

went further, not necessarily to attack the manufacturers of Trinidad 

and Tobago, but certainly to cast certain aspersions as to their ability 

to compete on an export market, particularly if the cost of, as he said, 

electricity would go up.  I want to read to you, Madam President, a 

statement, again, attributed now to Nicholas Lok Jack, President of 
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the TTMA, Guardian, January 24, 2015: 

“The T&T Manufacturer’s Association…said it continues to 

have confidence in the economy… 

‘I have confidence in T&T’s economy for many different 

reasons. Our macroeconomic indicators are as strong as 

ever…ʼ”—  

This is not Vasant Bharath speaking, Madam President, this is the 

President of the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association, 

Mr. Nicholas Lok Jack. 

“‘I have confidence in T&T’s economy for many…reasons. 

Our macroeconomic indicators are as strong as ever, 

unemployment remains at 3.6 per cent, inflation is in the single 

digits, the exchange rate is stable with over 14 months of 

import cover,’ TTMA president Nicholas Lok Jack said in the 

feature address at the launch of the 16th Trade and Investment 

Convention… 

Lok Jack said in December Standard and Poor’s had reaffirmed 

T&T’s ‘A’ rating as an investment grade country.  He added 

that the country should not ‘rest on its laurels,’ and a ‘course 

must be charted for T&T to continue improving...’  He said the 
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manufacturing sector must be recognised as one of the key 

components in building the economy as a contributor to other 

sectors. 

‘The dynamic manufacturing industry contributes nine per cent 

of GDP. It is the country’s second largest direct employer after 

the Government of T&T.  It contributes significantly to the 

preservation…” 

—as Sen. Balgobin had mentioned 

“...to the preservation of foreign exchange through import 

substitution and companies that generate net foreign 

exchange...”  

Now, Madam President, I come from the heart of the 

manufacturing sector.  I worked in the manufacturing sector for close 

to over 25 years, and I do acknowledge that many of the problems that 

existed in the late 80s, many of them still exist today.  And I agree 

that, with all of the work that the Ministry of Trade, Industry, 

Investment and Communications has done, we still have work to do 

but that does not, in any way, take away from the work that the 

manufacturing sector themselves have done to position themselves on 

a world-class scale to be able to compete with manufacturers outside 
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of our region.  Many of the names have been called today, so I would 

not call those names, but we have many world-class companies here 

who were forced by necessity in the mid-90s to retool and to re-look 

at their operations, to re-engineer—in those days that was the 

buzzword—re-engineer their operations to be able to face 

international competition for one reason and one reason only.  They 

were forced by virtue of the fact that there was a lack of foreign 

exchange available in Trinidad and Tobago, and so, therefore, what 

they had to do was to earn their own foreign exchange on the 

international market if they wanted to continue their operations.   

Many of you here will remember the days of the ECO, where 

you had to go to the Central Bank, you would get an ECO document 

that gave you a certain amount of foreign exchange, and when that 

was used up you would have to make another application.  In some 

cases it may have been considered favourably, in others not, but the 

one sure way of continuing your operations was to be able to earn 

foreign exchange.  And by doing so, these manufacturers were forced, 

by necessity, to compete, first of all, in our neighbouring territories of 

the Caricom region, and then, secondly, extra-regionally.  I remember 

very clearly.  As Managing Director, myself, of a company called 
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Agostini, in those days we were exporting to many South American 

markets, earning foreign exchange to be able to repurchase raw 

materials for our production lines. 

So, these companies have retooled, they have re-engineered, 

they have been very creative, and they are now competing worldwide.  

The fact that the cost of electricity may go up, if that ever happens, is 

not going to put them out of business.  It is not going to make them 

uncompetitive.  To say that, and to even make that as a claim, does the 

manufacturing sector in Trinidad and Tobago no justice whatsoever, 

Madam President.   

I want to also read from a release from the TTMA, dated 

Monday, January 19, 2015, and it is related to a statement made in this 

House by Sen. Small, but it is relevant also to some of the statements 

made by Sen. Al-Rawi this afternoon, and it said that: 

“The Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association strongly 

disagrees with the recent statements made by Independent 

Senator David Small and other newspaper contributors 

regarding the state of”—the—“manufacturing”—sector—“in 

Trinidad and Tobago.” 

And it went on to say that: 
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“…Senator Small remarked”—that—“we have a”—small—

“manufacturing sector that claims to be innovative, claims to be 

competitive”—but—“I am not too sure about that… 

These comments have no basis in fact.”  

—according to the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ Association. 

“The manufacturing sector contributes approximately 9% of our 

country’s Gross Domestic Product and is one of Trinidad and 

Tobago’s primary sources of innovation and value addition.  

Local Manufacturers have consistently employed over 

60,000”—of our—“citizens.  The manufacturing sector 

therefore employs significantly more people than any other 

sector”—outside of—“the Government”—of—“Trinidad and 

Tobago.”   

The point was made today as well by Sen. Balgobin, that although the 

energy sector employs only 3 per cent of the workforce, the 

manufacturing sector employs 10 per cent of our workforce in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  And he came back and he discussed the issues 

of a Dutch disease, and so on. 

“The manufacturing sector has also demonstrated its 

sustainability by routinely cementing its position as the number 
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one exporter within the CARICOM region, and several of our 

members have established manufacturing facilities regionally 

and internationally...” 

And this is the point: 

“It is simply untrue to imply that the competitiveness of 

manufacturing in Trinidad and Tobago is as a result”—only—

“of low energy prices and subsidized”—fuel.  

That is the point I wanted to make, Madam President.  He went on to 

say:   

“We wish to assure the general public that the manufacturing 

sector, as it has done for over three decades in this country, will 

continue to be a productive and sustainable economic mainstay 

and engine for national growth and development.”  

So, those are the endorsements from the manufacturing sector, 

themselves, as to their ability to be competitive and the fact that they 

have confidence in the Trinidad and Tobago economy in which they 

operate, Madam President.  Totally, totally disputing the comments 

that Sen. Al-Rawi would have made earlier on.  The Senator also 

talked about Customs and Excise, Madam President, and I just want to 

touch briefly on that because maybe the Senator may not have read 
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about the fact that Customs have started to employ a number of 

personnel to fill vacancies. Let me say, that did not come about in the 

last four years.  These are vacancies that have existed for many, many, 

many years and, certainly, during the time of the PNM.  But, I want to 

just read for you here, in May of last year, 2014, a release from the 

Customs and Excise Division, dated May 02, 2014, in what it says:  

Is—“a move designed to strengthen the Customs and Excise 

Division, the Ministry of Finance and the Economy”—

yesterday—“issued appointment letters to seventy-six (76) new 

customs and excise officers to help bolster the protection of the 

country’s borders and increase revenue collection.”   

The—“measure is part of a series of measures aimed at 

ensuring compliance with customs laws and heightening the 

fight against the smuggling of narcotics, arms and ammunition 

and evasion of excise duties. 

…He pointed to the introduction of new legislation a few 

months ago to allow for advanced passenger and cargo 

information…”  

Introduced, again, by this Government, Madam President, which is 

being implemented. [Desk thumping]  



296 

Trinidad and Tobago Panama 2015.03.10 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement  

Bill, 2014 

Sen. The. Hon. V. Bharath (cont’d)  

 

UNREVISED 

And—“which will improve the efficiency of clearing goods and 

people at the air and sea ports…The Plan also includes the 

deployment of new scanners at the nations…ports.  Five 

sophisticated container scanners will be deployed at the 

country’s major ports well before the end of the year.”  

Madam President, I want to also read from an article dated 

September16, 2014, of the Guardian newspaper:   

“The T&T Manufacturers’ Association…has congratulated the 

Government on commissioning the new container scanner 

at…Port-of-Spain…In a statement, the TTMA said it welcomed 

the initiative and sees last week’s commissioning as a ‘powerful 

step forward for our country as it pertains to border security and 

control and, more specifically, toward the improvement of trade 

facilitation in the country.’” 

Madam President, with regard to this particular scanner, this scanner 

that is now operating at the Port of Port of Spain, came about as a 

grant facility from the Government of China to the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  Madam President, do you know when that 

grant was first offered to the people of Trinidad and Tobago?  Two 

Thousand and Two, 2002 that grant was offered to the people of 
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Trinidad and Tobago, and they, that Government, their Government, 

the PNM regime, did nothing to be able to access the funding, the 

grant funding.  Grant, you do not have to pay it back, this is grant 

funding—until it got to a point, Madam President, when we got into 

office and the Chinese Government said to us, “Listen, if you do not 

utilize this money you lose it”.  Twenty-five million RMBs, which is 

equivalent of TT $25 million, they had turned their backs on, and one 

must ask why they were unwilling to access the funding for scanners 

to put at the port, in the Port in Port of Spain.  This Government, 

[Desk thumping] it was left to this Government, Madam President, to 

access the funding and install the first ever port at the Port in Port of 

Spain.   

So, those are some of the issues, Madam President, that were 

raised this afternoon, and, you know, before I conclude, Madam 

President, Sen. Al-Rawi also talked at length about where I sit in this 

row.  I want to tell him, it is not where I sit, Madam President, it is 

what I stand for.  [Desk thumping]  And I stand, Madam President, 

firmly behind the Kamla Persad-Bissessar administration [Desk 

thumping] and my Cabinet colleagues.  As part of the highest 

performing Government, I am proud to be a part of, in the history of 
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this country, [Desk thumping] as we do everything in our power to 

improve the quality of the lives of the people that we serve.  That is 

what I stand for, Madam President.  So it does not matter whether I sit 

here or whether I sit in the media gallery, or I sit anywhere else, my 

job is what I stand for.  [Desk thumping] 

I want to address one final and controversial issue that was 

raised by Sen. Al-Rawi this afternoon.  I owe it as my duty to do so.  

He is my friend.  He is my friend, Madam President, but certain 

discussions were introduced into the Parliament this afternoon that I 

happened to be privy to, and for the purposes of clearing the air on 

this matter, I wanted to make it very clear as to the circumstances and 

the issue surrounding this.  Because I have had discussions with 

T&TEC on this matter that Sen. Al-Rawi raised here this afternoon, 

and I want to state categorically, Madam President, for the record, that 

there is absolutely no intention—absolutely no intention on the part of 

T&TEC to raise their rates at this point in time.  Absolutely no 

intention.  [Desk thumping]  I want to state that publicly, for the 

record. 

The continued scare tactics that the other side employ, week 

after week, really can thrive to cause panic and hysteria, Madam 
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President, is unwarranted.  It is unwarranted.  Maybe they believe it is 

their only passport to office, but I want to assure them and guarantee 

them that everyone is looking at them from outside.  They are looking 

on and they are losing their credibility day by day—[Desk thumping] 

whatever left, whatever little credibility they would have had. 

7.40 p.m.  

Sen. Al-Rawi’s comments were irresponsible at the very least 

because he and I both know, we sat and had discussions with the 

parties concerned.  In fact, the only mention of an increase relates to 

one organization only—possible, possible increase relates to one 

organization only— and that is as a result of an increased usage that 

that organization requires over and above its contracted usage.   

In other words, there is a contractual arrangement in place.  We 

agree with that, and T&TEC has honoured that contractual 

arrangement this particular organization wishes to use more, and all 

T&TEC is attempting to do is recover its costs in providing that 

additional amount to this organization.  So it is only one organization 

that possibly is subject to this matter and it is still an ongoing matter 

for discussion.  So you know, Senator, we are friends, but at the end 

of the day, at the end of the day it was insincere of you to have stood 
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up this Parliament here this afternoon and make a claim that T&TEC 

was going to raise its rates and therefore, the manufacturing sector 

would become uncompetitive.   

I wanted to just make that perfectly clear, Madam President, 

because as I say, I have been privy to many of those discussions in 

attempting to try to resolve the matter.  You know as I say, it is more 

than unfortunate, it is regrettable that this matter would have made its 

way into the Parliament in the manner in which it did.  You know, and 

again what is regrettable is that the Senator, who I have a lot of time 

for, may also have used the privilege of Parliament to exercise some 

favour possibly for somebody who may be his client.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  That is a hell of a statement.   

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  I am saying maybe.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Wow! 

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath: I am saying maybe.  So therefore, 

whatever, whatever, whatever the motives, Madam President, it 

certainly casts doubt on the actions of the Senator here this afternoon.  

I am sure that in addition to myself, there are many who may be 

listening out there who would be disappointed.  Nevertheless, it is 

what it is, we are where we are, what has been said has been said.   
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Madam President, as I wind up this debate, I want to take the 

opportunity again for thanking all of those who participated.  This is 

an extremely important agreement for Trinidad and Tobago.  It is an 

extremely important agreement for the manufacturers of Trinidad and 

Tobago because it gives them motivation; it gives them impetus; it 

gives them access to new markets; it improves their economics of 

scale; it gives them access to new technology; it is the first economic 

partnership agreement—it is the first agreement of this nature that this 

Government has signed since we have come into office; it allows us 

access to 3.8 million people.  As I said, Madam President, it is the first 

of many to come as we move into our second term.  We expect to sign 

many similar agreements [Desk thumping] with many of our partners 

in Central and South America.  All leading to one goal and that is 

creating economic prosperity for all of the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Oh, sorry. Hon. Minister, I thought you were giving 

way.   

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  Oh, sorry.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  If you could just address so perhaps that we would not 

detain ourselves in committee.  Hon. Minister, would you address the 
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point as to whether there is a need for an amendment to the Bill with 

respect to the requirements of the agreement which say that we should 

provide for penalties.  The current penalties by virtue of the 

Interpretation Act would be $500 for a breach of any term of the 

provision of the agreement.  Page 73 of the Bill which deals with 

breaches of the agreement to be provided in the law do not provide 

inside of the Bill.  I do not know if you want to address that to avoid a 

committee stage request for consideration.  Perhaps you may have that 

answer.   

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  I do not have that answer, but I could 

confer with my technocrats on this matter.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Sure.   

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  I will have to do it in committee stage. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Okay. 

Sen. The Hon. V. Bharath:  Madam President, I beg to move. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

Bill committed to a committee of the whole Senate. 

Senate in committee.  

Clauses 1 to 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 
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Clause 7.  

Question proposed: That clause 7 now stand part of the Bill. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam Chairman, if I may?  Through you to the hon. 

Minister.  My sole concern in relation to the provision to make 

regulations is that in clause 7 we do not prescribe that there is to be 

any amendment to the effect of the Interpretation Act.  The 

Interpretation Act provides that where law does not prescribe a 

penalty for the breach of regulations, section 63 of the Interpretation 

Act applies and the penalty is $500 for the breach of  a regulation.  

With this law being as it is drafted, there is therefore the tacit or the 

implied incorporation of the Interpretation Act, and any breach of the 

serious terms prescribed by the regulations which are to be 

promulgated, will  only ever attract $500 in fines.   

I understand, hon. Minister, that your team may suggest that the 

customs laws may provide certain remedies for that, but that is 

entirely short of the mark that we should go to in the prescriptions of 

law.  It would be by far better for matters which—you see, the 

regulations can be amended from  time to time by affirmative 

resolution of the House.  The fact is that unless we put into the parent 

law that a breach of the provisions of the regulations would attract a 
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certain penalty—let us say $10,000 on summary conviction as a 

maximum point—then it would not make meaningful worth of Article 

25, which is to be found on page 73, if I am not mistaken, of the 

agreement itself.  That agreement at Article 25 says:   

“Each Party, in its legislation,…” 

And the interpretation for legislation here that I read perhaps may be 

different from yours is in this enabling dualistic legislation. 

“shall provide penalties for breaches of the provisions of this 

Annex which shall be similar to those applied for breaches in its 

laws and regulations in similar circumstances.” 

So the breach of this annex concerns me, and the need to put the 

prescription which changes the application of section 63 of the 

Interpretation Act.   

Sen. Prescott SC:  Chair, would you permit me to just ask a question, 

through you, of Sen. Al-Rawi?   

Madam Chairman:  Sen. Prescott.   

Sen. Prescott SC:  Do you mind telling us what—while there is some 

deliberation going on—what areas of disagreement do you see can 

lead to a breach that may require a penalty?   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Sure.   
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Sen. Prescott SC:  It being a partial scope and that there are going to 

be bilaterals later on.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Sure.  If I give the expansion of the thought this way 

by way of example.  This partial scope agreement to be brought into 

law must be made an Act of the Parliament.  The Act of Parliament 

says that we can have regulations.  We have the regulations to be 

promulgated to give meaningful effect to the partial scope agreement.  

Right now the law says that the agreement is to say certain exceptions 

to customs, certain non- trade tariff barriers are to be removed.  So 

bringing to life the argument that the customs laws are going to deal 

with this.  But what if the customs laws are on suspension by way of 

suspension of duties?  Because the four annexes to this agreement, 

one of which is dispute resolution which is clear, one of which is 

which goods from Panama, which goods the other one from Trinidad 

and Tobago—a, b, c, d.   

There is nothing inside of here that says, you may in your regulations 

prescribe fines for anything which the regulations may from time to 

time speak to, beyond $500.  In an international trade agreement a fine 

of US $90 just does not go very far for a breach of regulation.  It is to 

invite people to say, “I will pay the US $90”.  So there is nothing that 
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is forward thinking as it relates to breaches of regulations which we 

may come to because this law is intended to be fluid in its 

development by the mechanism of putting regulations for affirmative 

resolution.  

7.55 p.m.  

So, my proposal for consideration is whether we wanted to 

amend clause 7 of this Bill by introducing a subclause (3) that says: 

“A breach of the regulations shall be punished by a fine not 

exceeding fifty thousand dollars” 

—or somewhere along those lines. 

It leaves open a whole range of penalties that can be applied in 

appropriate circumstances.  And my other concern is that it is a strict 

contemplation of the agreement as is attached to this Bill that there 

must be penalties in this legislation, meaning the enacting legislation.  

So, I was looking at the forward prospective development of the law 

and how we deal with situations that may come into existence going 

forward beyond a US $90 penalty. 

Sen. Prescott SC:  Chair, once again through you, could you look 
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with me again at Article 25, it speaks of breaches of the provisions of 

the Annex. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes. 

Sen. Prescott SC:  Not breaches of the regulations. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes, so look at the page— 

Sen. Prescott SC:  I imagine that breaches of the Annex had to be 

confined to breaches by the two states. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Look at “Article 25: Penalties” on page 73. 

Sen. Prescott SC:  That is the one I am reading here.  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  So— 

“Each Part, in its legislation, shall provide penalties for 

breaches of the provisions of this Annex…” 

Sen. Prescott SC:  Of the Annex only. 

Sen. Bharath:  Is this not, Senator, an agreement between two 

Governments and that is where the breach will take place.  This is not 

prescribing an individual breach. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  So, this is the crux of the Act.  You described it so in 

your debate.  You said the Rules of Origin, which is the Annex C we 
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are speaking about, is the critical point.  This is the whole parallel 

importation, I can get around, descriptions of Rules of Origin.  That, 

for Trinidad and Tobago is a very big deal.  You know, the manner in 

which we label something as having originated in Panama, and 

therefore being subject to the provisions of exemptions that this Act 

provides. 

So, where are we providing for penalties for that?  I am not 

saying that the regulations strictly provide that now.  What we are 

saying is that you may in your regulations prescribe penalties up to a 

certain amount.  But, certainly, I do not think that the Interpretation 

Act, as it will apply, to give you a US $90 fine on a summary 

conviction basis is an adequate penalty, particularly when we have 

occupied two Houses of Parliament to enact this law.  

What is the harm in saying, to leave open by way of discretion for all 

time to come?  What is the harm in amending clause 7 of the Bill to 

include a subclause to say, a breach of the regulations may prescribe a 

penalty up to X limit?  What is the harm? 

Sen. Prescott SC:  Sen. Al-Rawi, will that satisfy Article 25 which 
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says breaches of the provisions of the Annex? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Well, the Annex is an annex to the agreement.  

Sen. Prescott SC:  It is not regulations.  That is the difficulty I am 

having. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  The point is that I do not think that any of us are 

qualified at this point to understand what the regulations are going to 

say because we have not seen them.  But, are we satisfied that a 

breach of the regulations is US $90 in fine on summary conviction?  

That is what section 63 of the Interpretation Act prescribes. 

Sen. Prescott SC:  I get your point on that, you know, but I do not— 

Sen. Nicholas:  Senator, let me suggest that—[Interruption]—if I 

may? 

Sen. Bharath:  Yes, sorry, AG. 

Sen. Nicholas:  The clause states that: 

“Each Party, in its legislation shall provide penalties for 

breaches of the provisions of this Annex which shall be similar to 

those applied for breaches of its laws and regulations in similar 

circumstances.”  
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That is to say, Panama and Trinidad and Tobago would have laws in 

place that deal with certain things like false declarations, et cetera, and 

there are penalties already attached to that, and that is exactly what 

this speaks to.  There is absolutely no need to prescribe a penalty 

within this Bill.  Absolutely no need. 

Sen. Prescott SC:  Senator, may I?  Sorry, I am thinking that—I am 

sure you know the Attorney General is saying that the words in its 

legislation in Article 25 do not necessarily mean in this Act. 

Sen. Nicholas:  That is correct.  It is in the country’s legislation, each 

party’s legislation. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Understood and thank you for the clarification.  Here 

is my simple point.  Why have us go through the spaghetti bowl 

approach of rights?  Why have us go and look through a matrix to say, 

“well, hold on, hold on, I think the customs law or the finance Bill 

from year to year deals with this”?  What will be the harm in 

providing, as we do in many other pieces of legislation, for a penalty 

for breach of regulations, whatever they may be in the future as from 

time to time amended, by way of affirmative resolution of the House, 
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what would be the harm in saying US $90 is not an appropriate limit 

in today’s modern world for a manufacturer to give a prohibition? 

Sen. Nicholas:  US $90 has not been set. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  It is.  It is in section 63. 

Sen. Dr. Tewarie:  I am at a loss to understand the issue that is being 

raised, you know.  This is a partial scope agreement that is brought to 

the Parliament here so that we can approve what two Governments 

have negotiated.  And the issue of penalties and so on for individual 

breaches, in my view, does not arise at all.  That is governed by the 

laws of Trinidad and Tobago and the laws of Panama.  There is a 

commission, a joint commission that addresses the issue of this partial 

scope agreement and any revisions or mutations that take place in the 

evolution will be managed by that process on a government-to-

government basis through this joint commission.  I think it is an issue 

that is really not relevant to our situation here. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Okay, I do not propose to detain the House longer.  

Let me just make it—thank you hon. Sen. Tewarie.  I am not 

proposing an amendment to the Annex to the Schedule, which is the 
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agreement itself.  That has been settled between two countries and 

signed since 2013.   

I am looking at the operationalization and giving teeth to 

regulations which this Parliament has not seen yet, but which will 

come into existence at some point in time.  To give effect to the 

regulations, so that the law is made meaningful, so that there is a 

prescription or sanction which causes somebody some concern, I am 

suggesting that right now the law that will apply is section 63 of the 

Interpretation Act, which says that a breach of subsidiary instruments 

legislation will attract a maximum of TT $500  by way of fine, and 

that is on summary conviction.  That is section 63(1) and (2) of the 

Interpretation Act.  That is the law that is going to apply.  

Are we as a Parliament satisfied in bringing this legislation into form 

that the regulations—not the agreement—which we would be giving 

life to at some point in the future, can be adequately covered, such 

that there is a prescription against doing something, by US $90?  It is 

all I am asking. 

Sen. Bharath:  Hon. Senator, in addition to all that has been stated, I 
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have been informed by my technocrats here that the fine was 

increased substantially in 2013, to an amendment to the Customs Act 

in 2013 to, we believe, $100,000. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  A fine for what, hon. Minister? 

Sen. Bharath:  A false declaration. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Yes, I am not talking about false declaration.  I am 

talking about breach of any regulation.  Clause 7 of the Bill, which we 

are making law, not amending the agreement.  The agreement stands 

assigned between two states.  Clause 7 says, regulations may be made 

by affirmative resolution—and you can make a regulation on anything 

to give effect to this agreement.  We have not seen those yet because 

they have not been done yet.  Right now the law that applies is the 

Interpretation Act, which says: 

Where you do not prescribe a penalty in the law on the face of 

it, the law is that the maximum penalty that can be suffered is 

TT five hundred dollars. 

Is that appropriate in thee circumstance? 

Sen. Bharath:  But, there are penalties in the law that relate to this. 
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Sen. Al-Rawi:  I have made my case. I do not propose to detain the 

House  if the Parliament does not want to be detained on this matter, I 

have put it on the record.  My submission is, we would do well to put 

an amendment to—I know your technocrats see the merit in that; I 

think that there is just a difficulty in doing it tonight. 

Sen. Bharath:  I disagree with your perspective. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  My perception.  My perception. 

Sen. Bharath:  Thank you very much Senator for that. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Preamble approved. 

Question put and agreed to:  That the Bill be reported to the 

Senate. 

Senate resumed. 

Bill reported, without amendments, read the third time and 

passed. 

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

(AMDT) BILL, 2015 
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Order for second reading read. 

The Minister of Diversity and Social Integration (Hon. Rodger 

Samuel):  Thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping]  I beg to 

move, 

 That a Bill to amend the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago, 

Act Chap. 40:53 be now read a second time. 

Madam President, the amendment to this Act is a simple one,  a 

simple one that will afford us the opportunity as we attempt to realign 

and redevelop the heritage sector, and to make all things equal and 

matched with regard to the other sectors’ Acts and amendments, for 

instance the National Museum Act.  The amendment that states in 

section 2 of the Act, termed “the Minister” to mean “the Minister to 

whom responsibility for culture is assigned”, that it be amended to 

say, “the Minister to whom the responsibility for … preservation is 

assigned.” Madam President, this alignment has not happened 

previously.  As a matter of fact, just to be able to give you a 

background with regard to how we have dealt with the heritage sector 

in Trinidad and Tobago, we would recognize that we have, as a 

nation, ill-treated the sector, and as a result of ill-treating the sector, 
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not paying particular attention to what has taken place over the 

years— a sector that is important to the development of any society, a 

sector that is important to our economic development, a sector that is 

very essential as to how we see ourselves based on the things that 

have been given to us or what we have inherited, how we have dealt 

with it, will determine how we go forward and what we do with 

ourselves. 

And the non-development of the sector over the many years of 

our history in Trinidad and Tobago has led to much malfunction in the 

habits and attitudes of our society.  In so many instances, because of 

our attitudes towards the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago in the past, 

we have now sidelined a lot of stuff that belongs to Trinidad and 

Tobago, and a lot of stuff that we ought to cherish seems to no longer 

be “cherishable” in the land that we call our own.  

As a matter of fact, we have so many different sectors in the 

world today; there is a health sector, an environmental sector, an 

energy sector, an education sector, sectors upon sectors, yet this 

country has not taken heed or given any credence to what we call the 

heritage sector, a heritage sector that can do much and deliver much to 
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the economic development of our society.  Not only the economic 

development of our society, but also the social development of our 

society. 

8.10 p.m.  

So, Madam President, we as a government looked at the whole 

dynamics of how in the past we have dealt with heritage, how we have 

dealt with what we have inherited, what makes us who we are and 

what will help us to determine where we go as a society, how we 

connect to those things in the past.  Because, our connection to the 

past is integral to how we are today and where we go tomorrow.  And 

debarring some natural disasters or some manmade disasters, one of 

the things that will outlast all of the things that we have, even what we 

call from the various sectors, the heritage sector will outlast all.   

We sit today and on a gold mine.  Madam President, just to 

think that in the Red House, our Parliament building, in its inception 

and a cherished building per se, we were sitting actually in a heritage 

building that was sitting on a heritage site and did not know.  It is 

because of the excavations and the renovations that were taking place 

we were able, through the committee and through the excavations, to 

uproot and make known to the society a gold mine,  things that will 
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declare and teach our society a great deal of history about the people 

who inhabited this land from ancient days.   

The Speaker of the House and the Chairman of the Committee 

for the Restoration of the Red House would declare, clearly, that the 

findings even at the Red House, if we do not cherish it and educate 

our society about it because some of these findings may just change 

the dynamics of the history of Trinidad and Tobago.  The skeletons 

that have been sent for testing and carbon dating would probably 

change some of the ways we saw ourselves and who are determined to 

be the real first peoples of the land.  And as those things teach us, they 

may even inform as to how our history has been taught to us.  

Something, Madam President, that we have not really paid particular 

attention to.   

When we went to school we were taught “The Making of the 

West Indies” and all these things, but we have never really seriously 

looked at the history of Trinidad and Tobago and allowed that to be 

taught and be part of the educational curriculums in our primary 

schools and our secondary schools right up to tertiary education.  And 

as a result of that, even a person that wants to be a citizen of Trinidad 

and Tobago they do not really have to know much about Trinidad and 
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Tobago.  They apply, they go through the interviews and that is it.  

And as a result of that, Madam President, we find even our own 

citizens not being well learnt with regard to who we are and what we 

have in Trinidad and Tobago.   

We have embarked, Madam President, on the approach of 

realigning all of the institutions that deal with heritage in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  And for the first time, just to give a background of this, we 

have embarked upon the development of what we call a National 

Heritage Policy, something that has never been thought about in the 

past and if it has never been thought about, it has never been 

approached in the past or ever embarked upon in the past.  So that we 

can now begin to look at the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago, because 

as a society, all we have done is now promoted one aspect of heritage. 

We talk about carnival and all these things, and calypso and 

steel band, one aspect of our culture.  We find that in today’s society 

people come to Trinidad for two weeks, for one week to participate in 

that aspect of our heritage but they leave and there are so many other 

aspects of our heritage that are left behind or have never been dealt 

with in the manner to promote them and market them enough so that 

people would be interested in coming here to see the archaeological 
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heritage, to see the built heritage, to have an idea of what we have 

under the waters that surround Trinidad and Tobago which, by the 

way, Madam President, there are no regulations and laws that govern 

these things.   

So someone can come and explore our waters and dive and take 

out artefacts and there are no laws that will govern and guide and 

control these kinds of things.  And that is why, Madam President, we 

find lodged in museums around the world artefacts that belong to 

Trinidad and Tobago that have been removed from these islands for 

centuries.  They are exhibited in Spain and exhibited in Smithsonian’s 

and all of these museums around the world.  And when you go to 

these museums and you see stuff that represents Trinidad and Tobago 

and that are taken out of Trinidad and Tobago, you marvel because we 

do not benefit from such exhibitions.   

We as citizens have not been able to benefit from what they 

have taken out of Trinidad, and as a result, Madam President, a lot has 

been lost.  A lot continues to be lost because of how we have seen 

ourselves and how we deal with what we have and it is a sector that 

we have not paid particular attention to.  We have to now begin to pull 

all of these together, from the museum standpoint and from the 
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archives standpoint and from the sectors of heritage that governs our 

land, and begin to align it so that we can plan the way forward and 

move in an environment and develop the environment so that the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago can benefit.   

I know, Madam President, that there are those that would want 

to criticize and talk about Greyfriars.  So I will talk about Greyfriars 

so I can silence them.  Okay?  And I know it is that they would want 

to do.  But the idea of Greyfriars was no fault of not attempting to deal 

with the issues of Greyfriars.  As a matter of fact, several meetings 

were held with the new owner of Greyfriars, situations happened and I 

do not want to go into those details, but now there is an amicable 

approach to the development of Greyfriars and the restoration even of 

the old facility.  So that ends it until it happens.   

Madam President, the idea of realigning heritage says that it has 

not been done before.  The idea of developing a National Heritage 

Policy that will govern heritage of Trinidad and Tobago, our cultural 

heritage, our culinary heritage, our sights and sounds, there is a 

language that is known to be specific about Trinidad and Tobago, how 

we speak is indigenous to us.  There is no place in this country that 

says, “eh” and “nah” and things like that, and we have got to protect 
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those things because people know us by the way we speak, people 

know us.  From the time people hear us speak they know, “that’s a 

Trini”.  There are things that we must protect that is us, and if we do 

not do that, like we have lost so many things, we will continue to lose.   

Madam President, while I was speaking in the other place 

sometime ago, I received a text immediately after from a gentleman 

from Canada, because I was saying in the other place that we have lost 

all that we talked about.  Somebody else patented the pan, somebody 

else owns the rights to all of the Panorama finals and somebody owns 

the other vintage calypsos and somebody else—Eddy Grant owns our 

old calypsos, we broke down and destroyed the first recording studio, 

I think on Nelson or Duncan—on Nelson Street.  We have destroyed a 

lot of stuff.   

One morning we were—I live in the east, and we passed the St. 

Joseph Police Station one evening going home, the next morning all 

we saw was an open space.  So we have been losing a lot of heritage 

over the days and nobody has been taking time to realign, redevelop, 

make sure that we protect our heritage in Trinidad and Tobago the 

way it should be protected.  And I am saying all of that because this 

amendment will allow us to do that.  Why? Because the National 
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Museum and Art Gallery Act of Trinidad and Tobago says, when it 

comes to “Minister” in their clause that: 

“‘Minister’ means the Minister”—with—“responsibility for 

heritage preservation…” 

But this Act which fell under the same Ministries in the past 

says, the Minister with responsibility for culture.  And all that we are 

doing is trying to align the Acts and ensure that as we move forward 

there are no hindrances in the way and we could achieve the things 

that are set out to achieve.   

Madam President, for years, when it comes to the recording of 

heritage sites, to the publishing of heritage sites, to the gazetting of 

heritage sites and to the declaration of sites, of the heritage sites, for 

years, for 13 years with regard to the existence even of the National 

Trust before we came into office, they were able only to gazette 13 

sites in 13 years.  And I felt if they are doing 13 in 13 years—I am 

talking about under former regimes, 13 in 13 years.  Well, if they are 

to attempt the 425 sites that we have issued letters of interest in, then, 

it will probably take them another 425 years, because in the past they 

were only doing one a year.   

We have embarked upon a programme to speed up the process 



324 

The National Trust of Trinidad 2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt)  

Bill, 2015 (cont’d)  

Hon. R. Samuel (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

of doing dossiers and making sure that we do not lose heritage sites 

and we list the heritage sites and we pursue vigorously to deal with all 

of these and in the next coming months, in the next two or three 

months, Madam President, we intend as a Ministry to dossier, to list 

and to gazette some 50 of the sites out of the 425 sites.  And that has 

never been done before because they were only doing 13 in 13 years, 

something that we intend to do to ensure that the heritage of Trinidad 

and Tobago is no longer disrespected, disregarded, no longer left 

behind because this will deal tremendously with how we move 

forward in the future.   

Madam President, when it comes to tourism, heritage is a big 

thing.  As a matter of fact, if you ask the Minister of Tourism, the 

heritage sector plays an integral part in the marketing and 

development of Trinidad and Tobago.  We were just fortunate, 

recently, Sen. Dr. Lester Henry, we were on a trip to Cuba and we 

marvelled at their development, as well as Sen. Kwasi Mutema, we 

marvelled at their ability to preserve their heritage.  And, Madam 

President, it is a kind of fearful thing because if they are allowed, as 

they are pursuing vigorously, to restore what is called Old Havana, the 

way it appears to be restored, then we are going to be much 
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challenged in our own zone to deal with the tourism sector when it 

comes to heritage and tourists coming to our country to deal, visit, 

look and explore the idea of natural heritage and archaeological 

heritage in Trinidad and Tobago.  It is something that we must speed 

up our actions in.  It is something that we can no longer afford to 

delay in pursuing vigorously because of the competition that is 

expected from other lands and other nations.   

As a matter of fact, they boasted about some two or 

threemillion people arriving, in a land that the embargo is upon, 

because of the work that they continue to do in the heritage sector.  

And it is something that we have embarked upon as a Government, 

something that had not been done before, and it is important for us to 

do even now as we begin to develop the heritage sector.   

So, there are benefits to developing the sector.  And we must 

see it as a sector, not just see it as some mediocre kind of thing.  There 

are some people—we must see it as a sector the same way we see an 

energy sector, the same way we see an education sector, we must now 

see a heritage sector.  We are sitting on a gold mine.  We are sitting on 

a gold mine.   

I attended a symposium some time ago and in the symposium 
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one of the persons that spoke, she had been for years—this was a 78-

year-old European person, a person of European descent.  She worked 

on a lot of the restoration of parts of Buckingham Palace and different 

places in Europe and almost in tears she began to talk about what we 

have in Trinidad and Tobago, and how we have not really developed 

the sector, how we have not nurtured the sector and brought it to what 

it ought to be.  The Ministry of National Diversity—and though some 

may laugh and say “what is that?”, I can tell you they are ignorant of 

the fact and they really do not care about the development of Trinidad 

and Tobago, because if they say “what is that?”, it means that they are 

totally uneducated, Madam President.   

The Ministry of National Diversity was developed for the very 

purpose and to deal with all of the neglect of the past.  All of our 

heritage sectors had been part of some Ministry at some time, 

community development, culture, all kinds of Ministries were 

developed and they were part of Ministries, but really little was done 

to deal with the heritage sector.  We have embarked upon as a 

Ministry, besides dealing with a heritage policy to deal with heritage, 

we have embarked upon the development of the museum sector.   

We have now, in Trinidad and Tobago, over 25 museums.  The 



327 

The National Trust of Trinidad 2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt)  

Bill, 2015 (cont’d)  

Hon. R. Samuel (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

average citizen, if you talked about museums, can only tell you about 

one, that is, the National Museum and Art Gallery at the top of 

Frederick Street.  And as a matter of fact the average person in 

Trinidad may never have visited there.  As children we visited there 

once or twice, but that is a sector that needs to be developed because 

now we have a museum at the Financial Complex, we have museums 

in the police complex and we have museums that are developed all 

over the country because they are now understanding the value of 

artefacts.  They are now understanding that nations and developing 

nations do not throw away stuff that exists for hundreds of years, but 

they preserve it.   

8.25p.m. 

You could understand the cry of a nation, how in some ancient 

lands that we once called Babylon, many of the ancient structures are 

now being demolished, and that is painful to a society because when 

you demolish the history of the past, then your connectivity is going 

to be a tough one. 

We talk about the development of culture, yet we, as a nation, 

have not embarked upon the development of a Carnival institution, a 

Carnival museum, a museum where you can walk through time and 
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understand the dynamics of the creativity of men of old, so that 

modern designers can connect to those in the past and get some kind 

of inspiration—inspiration, Madam President, that we really need.  

When you look at what is being produced today we really need some 

inspiration from the past.  

So this amendment, though it is a simple one, it is an important 

one as we as a Government, we as a Ministry, attempt to realign the 

entire sector and bring the sector to where it should be.  And as we go 

forward and we lay down all of these policies: the heritage policy, the 

museum sector policy, and these are ready to go out for stakeholder 

consultations within the month, we have embarked upon also the 

development of the National Archives.  The National Archives has  

been an institution that seems  to have been left behind.  They have 

been shifted from Ministry to Ministry to Ministry to Ministry since 

their existence, and now we have embarked upon ensuring that the 

National Archives stands its ground, and the digitalization process and 

the equipment that is necessary for the development of the national 

archives be installed in the institution.  We are now embarking upon 

the expansion of the present facilities to accommodate the kind of 

work that the National Archives ought to be doing.   
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We have not been a data-oriented society, meaning, we have 

not been a society that has been deeply rooted in preserving the 

records of our society and the records of our nation.  I had an 

experience once since taking office, of visiting the records at the 

URP’s head office and when I walked in there I thought I was in a 

forensic department because the people who had to go into the area, 

the storage, where they had all of the records, had to be in these white 

plastic forensic suits, covered from head to toe, with face masks and 

long gloves.  So I thought somebody had died and the forensic people 

were then looking in there to see the dead and decomposed, but they 

were actually going to pull up records of URP workers, LID workers 

and DEWD workers, and many of these records and cards were in 

such a deteriorating and decomposed condition that they were no good 

again.  So thousands of the records of the workers of those 

organizations are no longer available.  

Our record-keeping has to be developed, and we have embarked 

upon working through the National Archives to develop a 

NationalArchives policy to make sure that records are no longer 

stored and kept in manners that are not conducive for keeping records, 

and that we develop the sector through the national records centre to 
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make sure that no record is lost.   

I was invited to attend a ceremony some time ago and because 

of the records that were kept through the National Archives, people of 

Indian descent are able to go to the National Archives and trace their 

heritage.   

Sen. Maharaj:  “Tell dem bout dat.  Tell dem bout dat.”  

Hon. R. Samuel:  They are able to trace their heritage.  And I went to 

a function where Sen. Devant Maharaj was tracing his heritage and he 

traced it back to his great grandparents and the children that the great 

grandparents had, and the nine or 10 children they had, and all of the 

siblings that came.  I marvelled because I recognized that in other 

countries you are able to trace your heritage, you are able to trace your 

family lineage, you are able to trace your family tree.  In our country 

we have not paid attention to the family records—national family 

records—of our society and it is something that we are really 

embarking upon to ensure that in years to come there is a record of the 

family trees of Trinidad and Tobago.   

There is a lot to happen when it comes to heritage.  This little 

amendment, really, that needs no arguments, that needs no debate, 

really, because it is a simple amendment.  If it causes an argument, it 
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causes an argument for people who just want to make TV time.   

Madam President, I want to let you know that where we are 

moving, where we are heading with regards to the heritage of Trinidad 

and Tobago had not been attempted before.  We are going where they 

have not gone before.  It is unprecedented [Desk thumping] and it is 

important for us to see the importance of this as we journey further as 

a nation and we develop our society.   

I want to throw out a challenge.  If we were to take a camera, a 

cameraman, and visit the city and go to San Fernando and then go to 

some of the boroughs and you begin to ask people questions about 

Trinidad and Tobago—simple questions—the average citizen does not 

know.  And it is time for us, as we develop and we realign the sector 

and develop it, to begin to teach our citizenry about Trinidad and 

Tobago.   

We know a lot about everybody else.  We have just completed 

what we call our national identity guidelines.  National identity 

guidelines stipulate the usage of all our national emblems in a formal 

way: what you can see; how you will exhibit photographs of the 

President and the Prime Minister and every Minister; how it is to be 

aligned; where you place the flag; how you use it.  Everything has 
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been published and we are continuing the work forward to ensure that 

never again in Trinidad and Tobago will our heritage sector be left 

behind, but that the heritage sector will play a great part in the 

development of our society, the development of a nation, the 

development of the economy of our nation and that the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago will continue to benefit.  

I close by stating that one writer said that heritage anchors 

people to their roots.  It builds self-esteem.  It restores dignity.  

Identity matters to all vibrant cities and all people.  It is important for 

us to see that if we do not deal with these things now, eventually we 

will find a society that is lost to itself, and if you are lost to yourself, 

then we have nowhere to go. 

Madam President, it is indeed an honour for me to speak in this 

august Chamber.  I am thankful that you have given me an 

opportunity to present this Bill.   

I beg to move.  [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed. 

Madam President:  All Senators wishing to join the debate may do 

so at this time.   Sen. Al-Rawi. 

Sen. Faris Al-Rawi:  Thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping]    
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Madam President, I rise to join in confirming the debate that is before 

this honourable House.  It is the second debate on for today and if I 

may, as myfirst order of business, welcome warmly the hon. Minister 

who has piloted this Bill before this House.  It is, by my estimation, 

his first time addressing the Senate, certainly in the five years that I 

have been here, and it is certainly a pleasure to have him here with us 

tonight in the Senate.  Thank you, hon. Minister, for joining us.  [Desk 

thumping]   

Madam President, the hon. Minister spoke with great passion 

and, indeed, I would say with very clean reflection on the heritage of 

Trinidad and Tobago.  It is well known that the hon. Minister is a man 

of the cloth in a different dispensation, the different hat that he wears, 

and I think it fair to say that one can see that in his words and in his 

contributions to the Parliament.   

We are in the silly season, as some put it, in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  We are in that state of political discussion where Trinidad 

and Tobago is drowned out by the political volume all around it.  

Sometimes the business of the people of Trinidad and Tobago 

becomes hostage to that political volume.  Bona  fide purposes get 

buried.  Conspiracy theories are hatched.  We heard some of them in 
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the debate earlier today.  Battles will be hard fought, but the heritage 

of Trinidad and Tobago is what is on the plate tonight.   

The hon. Minister proposes, literally , a two-clause Bill, the 

first clause being the Short Title of the Bill, the second clause being 

the proposed amendment which is an amendment to section 2 of the 

parent Act.  The parent Act is the National Trust of Trinidad and 

Tobago Act, which is Chap. 40:53 of the laws of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  And what is proposed is to replace the definition of 

“Minister”, moving it away from the current definition which says 

“the Minister is the Minister with responsibility for Culture”.  

Minister as section 2 of the Act says:  

“The Minister to whom responsibility for culture is assigned.” 

And this Bill proposes that the Minister now be described as: 

“‘Minister’ means the Minister to whom responsibility for 

heritage preservation is assigned.” 

This hon. Minister comes to the House, having now been in the seat 

for a Ministry which is two years in existence.  This hon. Minister has 

told us some of what his Ministry has been dealing with.  The Draft 

Estimates of Expenditure for the financial year 2015, at head No. 74, 

there being 75 heads of expenditure on the Estimates of Expenditure 
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in any one year in 2015 and in 2014.  At head No. 74 the Ministry of 

National Diversity and Social Integration is described as receiving for 

2014, $87,567,350 and for 2015, the estimate is $101,043,772.  That 

gives us a total package by way of allocation to this Ministry, of 

roughly $188,611,122.  In the Heads of Expenditure we see that there 

are 19 positions for this Ministry and of the 19 positions there are 18 

officers populating this Ministry.   

This Government holds the record in the history of Trinidad 

and Tobago, as we talk about history, for the largest Cabinet in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  This Cabinet is perhaps the largest Cabinet in 

the Commonwealth, currently in existence.  This Cabinet has seen the 

firing and dismissal of some 25 Ministers and Senators. It is, 

therefore, incumbent upon us—[Crosstalk] You know, Madam 

President, if the hon. Members wish to go home, they could move an 

adjournment and go home, you know, but we are dealing with the 

business of the Senate tonight.  Perhaps you wish to intervene, 

Madam President.  [Crosstalk] 

Madam President:  Order.  [Laughter and desk thumping] 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I notice Sen. Maharaj finds it very humorous that 

you should say “Order” in this House.  He does not seem to be bound 



336 

The National Trust of Trinidad 2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt)  

Bill, 2015 (cont’d)  

Sen. Al- Rawi (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

by it.  But nonetheless, the fact is, in dealing with the efficacy of the 

shift from the Ministry of Culture to the special purpose Ministry,  

Ministry of National Diversity and Social Integration, it is incumbent 

upon us to understand as a nation what this Ministry has by way of 

revenue, what it is doing and where we are going.  We are amending 

the laws of Trinidad and Tobago.  This is not a tea shop sitting in the 

afternoon.  We are doing serious business.  This is Bill Number 101 

for me by way of debate, including Motions.  We come here to do the 

business of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  This Ministry, in 

deciding the fate as to where we go, has, by way of comparison for the 

two years of its existence, spent the lion’s share of its allocations in 

2014, $8,340,000 for personnel expenditure; 2015, $8,930,000;  

goods and services: approximately $30 million in 2014; an estimated 

$32 million-odd in 2015; minor equipment and purchases: 

approximately $3.4 million in 2014; $2.8 million in 2015; current 

transfers and subsidies as an un-particularized head in 2014: $16.6 

million odd in 2014; and $28.43 million-odd in 2015. 

8.40 p.m.  

When one looks at this entire allocation to an entire Ministry 

with such an important purpose for heritage and culture, when we 
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look at $188 million in the scheme of what the UNC-led coalition is 

doing, $188 million is two-fifths of the money spent on LifeSport; 

$188 million is equal to 29.93 fire trucks; $188 million is equal to 188 

NGC party fetes.  So, Madam President, what we are looking to right 

now is where the value for our dollar is going. 

The Act itself, the parent Act, as is proposed to be amended, the 

National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago, we are looking at a very 

interesting concept.  We heard the hon. Minister speak about heritage, 

the Act itself has no definition for heritage.  I looked across to the one 

piece of legislation that actually uses the word “heritage” and that is 

the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund—there too, there is no definition 

of “heritage”.   

In section 3(2)(c) of that Act, the closest definition to heritage 

there, of the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund, Chap. 70:09, is that one 

of the purposes of the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund is to: 

“provide a heritage for future generations, of citizens of 

Trinidad and Tobago…:   

But when we look to the parent Act here, Madam President, Chap. 

40:53, and we look to section 5 of that Act, section 5 of that Act 

speaks to the general purpose of the trust.  It is quite interesting to 
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note that the Trust is established for the purpose of carrying out the 

functions given to it by the Act, and this Act includes: 

“(g) making the public aware of the value and beauty of the 

heritage of Trinidad and Tobago;…” 

There being no definition of heritage, this Act providing that 

regulations should exist—which are not before us—this Act providing 

that annual reports should be submitted to Parliament—[Interruption]   

Sen. Lambert, it is getting late.  Madam President, my learned 

colleague, the Vice-President of the Senate, is interrupting me.  I am 

sure he could cool it down a little bit.   

Sen. Lambert:  Go ahead.  Go ahead. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  I have great regard for my learned colleague, Sen. 

Lambert.   

Sen. Lambert:  I myself. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  So, we have the annual reports which could speak 

to the work of the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago and we do 

not have it.  But the reason why I have seated the lack of definition of 

heritage and the whole section 5G of the parent Act that the Trust is 

established for making the public aware of the value and beauty of the 

heritage of Trinidad and Tobago, is because heritage is a concept 
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which can be moulded. 

Heritage is one which describes a whole host of activities in 

Trinidad and Tobago, but, Madam President, my humble submission 

to this honourable Senate is that our heritage is on the line; fast line it 

is on towards destruction.  And why do I say that?  Trinidad and 

Tobago came upon its existence.  We were brought about in large part 

by the introduction of indigenous people being added to by indentured 

labourers, by the descendants of slaves, by immigrants who came to 

work plantations.   

We heard the hon. Minister speak tonight of the beauty of 

Babylon, established some 2,500 years ago in Mesopotamia, between 

the Tigris and Euphrates, just north of Baghdad, another place that I 

happen to come from.   

We saw the hon. Minister reflect upon the need to preserve 

culture, but in Trinidad and Tobago.  We, coming by way of 

descendancy as we do, one would arguably put, quite correctly, that 

Caroni, as a basket and as a basin of the birthplace of so many of our 

citizens, has a deep heritage to Trinidad and Tobago.  And when one 

looks at Caroni, the institution, the physical geography, what it means 

to the people of Trinidad and Tobago, it is clear that after the last 
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Prime Minister, in the person of Mr. Basdeo Panday, signed the 

Cotonou Trade Agreement which removed the preferential sale of 

sugar cane to the European Union, that our sugar cane industry having 

become an unviable industry, that the signature of that Cotonou 

Agreement by the UNC Government then, signalled the death of 

Caroni.  Caroni (1975) Limited is, certainly, a heritage item in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  

In fact, Madam President, it would be true also to say that 

perhaps Senator as he then was, candidate as he then was, Anand 

Ramlogan on a COP platform in 2007, perhaps he was correct when 

he said the UNC had presided over the demise of Caroni (1975) 

Limited, aarti and all, as he put it.  But in looking at section 5 of the 

parent Act and in understanding that it is a need of the Trust to speak 

to the value of lands in Trinidad and Tobago, why are we as a nation 

now witnessing that Caroni lands could lie to be disposed to financiers 

of the UNC—as we see now in the newspapers—without any form of 

explanation as to the value of the land?  Let us look at that. 

Trinidad Express has three interesting publications.  The first 

one is a publication dated March 01, 2015, an article appearing in the 

Trinidad Express newspaper written by Asha Javeed which is entitled, 
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“SIS SQUATTING”.  The second one is a publication appearing 

again in the Trinidad Express, an article written by Juhel Browne, 

entitled, “Minister: SIS not occupying land illegally”, March 07, 

2015.  Then we look to the Express editorial, appearing in the 

Trinidad Express in its publication of March 08, 2015, which says: 

“Come clean on SIS on State Lands”.   

When we look to that heritage site of Caroni, when the Bill 

prescribes that we are amending an Act which has the power to go in 

to identify lands, to identify the public, to take steps, to take those 

lands and put it in trust for the heritage of the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago, we have got to ask ourselves: how we can have a situation 

where SIS is squatting?  How is it that the Commissioner of State 

Lands, Ian Fletcher, can say in the newspapers—according to this 

article as I have produced, March 01, 2015: 

“…that the Couva-based conglomerate Super Industrial 

Services (SIS) has been illegally occupying some 35 acres of 

land in Perseverance Village, Couva.”   

Right in the basket of our heritage as I described.   

“Fletcher, in an interview with the Express last Friday, said SIS 

does not have tenancy for the 35 acres...”  That—“it”—had—
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“already cleared and blocked off with fences since last July.  

The land belonged to Caroni Ltd and was once vested”—in 

the—“…(EMBD)”—and—“has now been vested in the 

Commissioner of State Lands.”  

SIS does not have a tenancy for the land.  I know they have a lease for 

part of the land, but not for the other part of the land.   

“Caroni officials had told the Sunday Express they were 

unaware of any approval being given to SIS.”   

So is it incumbent upon the hon. Minister, now before this 

Senate, to have gone pursuant to the Act now to be given to him in 

investiture, one which he has been sitting over and presiding over, to 

go and enquire of those lands:  Well, what of value in the heritage of 

Caroni and for the people of Trinidad and Tobago is there?  What in 

terms of the information to citizens ought to be there?  How then do 

we look the left hand of Government and the right hand of 

Government straight in the face and watch the Minister of Land and 

Marine Resources saying, “SIS not occupying land illegally”?  Here is 

what Juhel Browne had to say on March 07, 2015:  

“Land and Marine Resources Minister Jairam Seemungal 

says…(SIS) is not illegally occupying 35 acres of land in 
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Perseverance Village, Couva.   

He was responding to questions from the media outside the 

Parliament Friday about a Sunday Express newspaper report in 

which Commissioner of State Lands Ian Fletcher was quoted as 

having said: ‘SIS does not have a tenancy…’   

Seemungal, the minister with responsibility for dealing with 

squatting on State Lands, said SIS has ‘a lease for the 

agreement for part of the lands that they quoted on that 

particular area plus he is also paying rent on the particular piece 

of land.’” 

Let me read that again: 

“…SIS has ‘a lease for the agreement for part of the lands...’”   

He then goes on as quoted as having said: 

“If you are paying rent and you have a lease is it that you have 

squatted?  Squatting is for people who on land for free and we 

have some 36.66 per cent of the lands still in the State is under 

the control of the Commissioner of State Lands, and on days we 

have over 60,000 squatters.” 

The article goes on to say:  

“Asked exactly how much rent is being paid for the lands by 
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SIS, Seemungal said that is not a matter for the general public.  

‘Whether is State land or not, it is still private business.  When 

you enter in a contract with someone, you enter in a contract for 

everything that is in the contract is their private business, even 

in State land,’ Seemungal said.”   

So we have an hon. Minister, Member of the Cabinet, coming 

here to tell us about the trust of lands in Trinidad and Tobago.   The 

beneficiaries are the people of Trinidad and Tobago, the trustees are in 

fact the Government, the Minister acting through the auspices of the 

special instrument which is created by the legislation, and we have the 

Minister’s Cabinet colleagues saying to Trinidad and Tobago, “I doh 

need to tell yuh anything.  What the contract say is what the contract 

say, is private business.” State land, heritage of Trinidad and Tobago, 

lands which can come under the very piece of legislation that we are 

proposing to amend.  But, Madam President, so irresponsible was that 

answer and unsatisfactory it seems, that the editors of the Express 

seem to have been compelled in their editorial of March 08, 2015 to 

say, “Come clean on SIS on State lands.”  The article says: 

“The Government needs to come clean and clear on the 

occupation of State lands by Super Industrial Services 



345 

The National Trust of Trinidad 2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt)  

Bill, 2015 (cont’d)  

Sen. Al- Rawi (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

Limited...a well-known financier of the ruling party.   

Last year, small farmers who were cultivating the lands that had 

fallen into disuse following the closure of Caroni (1975) Ltd 

were ordered off the land of Perseverance Village, Couva by 

armed security personal [sic].  They were told that the land had 

to be leased to SIS.”   

Madam President, it goes on to say: 

“…Minister…Seemungal…said the land had ‘some kind of 

documentation’.   

Seemungal also said SIS had a ‘lease for the agreement for part 

of the lands...   

This is a shocking and muddled position from a government 

minister who seems completely unaware of the fact that he is 

dealing with public resources and that he is a public official 

accountable to the people through the Parliament.”   

Words of the Express.   

Madam President, let us take it a step further.  We know of 

many sites in Trinidad and Tobago.  Let me give you two sites of 

heritage worth, one relative to the Banwari Man.  We know in 

Trinidad and Tobago that the Banwari Man, being an archaeological 
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finding in Trinidad and Tobago, right alongside the path of the Debe 

to Mon Desir highway segment, was found in Trinidad and Tobago.  

It is open to the hon. Minister to tell this Parliament what his Ministry, 

with the $188 million it had in the last two years, did or is doing to 

talk to the preservation of the Banwari Man artefacts.  Is it sufficient 

that the OAS Constructora has been told, clear the land, go slow with 

the bulldozer and degrader, any bones you find, any artefacts you find, 

put it to the side and call somebody, 

that site standing no more than 50 metres away from the highway? 

8.55 p.m.   

Would the course—the natural water courses which prevail, 

with the excavation of that highway, with the disturbance of the road 

and earth works there, diminish the heritage site that the Banwari Man 

was found in?  I see the hon. Minister shaking his head, I am sure he 

will speak to it, but the point is this parent Act which we are 

amending says that the people of Trinidad and Tobago are to be 

educated on the value and worth and essence of sites which fall to be 

heritage sites.  

Madam President, let us go a step further.  Why is Invader’s 

Bay called Invader’s Bay?  Is it not part of our history, hon. Minister, 
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that marauders coming onto the shores of Trinidad and Tobago to 

invade it, came at that very site?  Is it not a fact that— 

Sen. G. Singh:  Why is Williams Bay called Williams Bay?  

[Laughter]  

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  And I am sure Williams Bay has a meaning 

attached to it.  [Continuous laughter] 

So, Madam President, whilst the Members of Government 

laugh themselves away into the exile that political wilderness will 

hold for them in the general elections, let us deal with the facts  of the 

Invaders Bay position.  Is not the Invaders Bay, by its name alone, a 

site of interest to this Government?  Is not the Invaders Bay site now 

being vested in the state of Trinidad and Tobago, as it is, something 

which this Government should be speaking with anxiety to?  And 

therefore, connecting the dots, is not the disposition of lands at Caroni 

and the disposition of lands at Invaders Bay, are those not important 

facets to be brought to the attention of the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago?  Could it not be that the very person to bring that information 

is, in fact, in his maiden presentation to the Senate?  Could it not be?   

Let us deal with another historical—significantly historical 

heritage site.  Let us deal with—as I see my learned colleague, Sen. 
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Danny Solomon here, let us deal with the scandal which is prevailing 

right now in relation to the convention centre at Chaguaramas.  Now, 

the Chaguaramas Convention Centre has been in the public domain 

right now by way of discussion as to what the disposition of that 

centre seems to be.  Under this parent Act, it would be open to the 

Minister to tell us whether that building, whether that site or part of 

that site, is to be taken into the National Trust by way of protection, 

much like the Greyfriars Church is being done.   

I want to state, the PNM has no Opposition whatsoever to the 

development of Trinidad and Tobago.  The convention centre itself, as 

a site in Trinidad and Tobago, is certainly a site with mixed use.  The 

hotel there, the convention centre there, albeit the hallmark venues for 

the Treaty of Chaguaramas, albeit the paid venue for use by the PNM 

at convention time.  Albeit all of those things, the point is the PNM, as 

the Opposition of this country and next Government of this country, 

[Desk thumping] is confident in saying that what our opposition to this 

Government’s manner of dealing with this land is, is not that it is 

being developed but that there is obscurity and obfuscation in the 

manner in which it is being developed. 

It was quite interesting to read, again, in the newspapers in an 
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article dated March 08, 2015 in Trinidad Express newspaper—

[Interruption] 

Hon. Senator:  By who? 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  Unfortunately, the print that I have does not seem 

to have the author of the article.  What it does say is “Original printed 

at http://www.trindadexpress.com/news/Convention-Centre…”.  

Perhaps it was the editorial, but here we go.  It says: 

“The Chaguaramas Hotel Convention Centre (CHCC) was not 

sold but leased to a local investor and international hotel 

management company for 30 years for $30 million.  The 

Chaguaramas Development Authority (CDA) issued a release 

yesterday which stated that some $200 million was needed for 

the refurbishment of the facility and since 2009 requests were 

made to Cabinet for funding which was never met to fulfil the 

task of restoring the site.” 

Now, we are very fortunate to have the Chairman of the CDA 

here with us sitting today in the capacity as a Senator.  If we borrow 

the logic of the Government, he cannot speak to anything to deal with 

this because he would be in a conflict of interest, if we borrow the 

Government’s logic.  I do not subscribe to that point of view but that 
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seems to have been the logic espoused today in the Senate in other 

matters now in the public domain.  So I am dealing with 

ridiculousness of arguments as put by the Government, “do so doh 

like so, do as I say, not as I do” points of view.   

But the point inside of here, if we dissect it, the entire 

Woodbrook estate, as part of the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago, is 

disposed of, is given to people who have properties on that, families 

that have grown up for generations.   

Hon. Senator:  One Alexandra. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  You know, I heard the expression One Alexandra 

opposite me and let me deal with that.  I make no excuse for working 

hard and earning money legitimately [Desk thumping] for any asset 

that I or my family may acquire.  I could explain where every cent I 

have earned has come from.  You can match my revenue and my 

expenditure and find a clean balance sheet.  I am not so confident that 

people in the UNC camp, surely not the Members opposite me now 

lest I impute improper motives, can do the same thing.  [Desk 

thumping]  So I make no apology for being a hard-working man in 

Trinidad and Tobago, but let me deal with this.   

The entire Woodbrook estate is disposed of by way of 30-year 
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leases.  When somebody sells their home in Woodbrook, nobody says, 

“It was not sold, it was leased”.  Nobody says, “I cannot tell you who 

the person who got the lease is”.  Nobody says, “I would not give you 

the particulars of SIS’s occupation of lands because it is a matter of 

private matter”, calling the Express editorial team into gear to say, 

“Come clean on that”.  But I found it an insult to intelligence for the 

publication, as told here—I am not sure if these are the exact words of 

my learned colleague, Sen. Solomon.  I think that he has more sense 

than that.  I am not sure that it is acceptable that Trinidad and Tobago 

can be locked out of the disposition of state lands by way of 

information, and let me tell you why. 

This Government is spending a lot of money on advertising, 

state money and it seems private money.  Some $230 million this year 

alone in state enterprises not included being Ministries of Government 

alone.  Two hundred and thirty million dollars to tell us about 

happiness “PP style” in NGC, to tell us about why it is audits cannot 

be transparent “NGC style”; to tell us that they will not give us 

information in relation to their communications department, et cetera.  

I was warmed to hear the Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs, on 

the news tonight, reported as having said that a probe has been 
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launched into the NGC scandal.  I can only pray that that probe does 

not find its report shelved neatly alongside “Prisongate”; neatly 

alongside Resmi Ramnarine’s appointment and dismissal; neatly 

alongside the Gopaul, SIS and other scandals; neatly shelved across 

the table from other reports that this Government will not bring 

forward to the public domain: the IPO/FCB matter being one of them 

only.   

But when we look to the information, the disclosure of 

information to the public of Trinidad and Tobago, this Government, in 

its advertising, tells the people of Trinidad and Tobago, bold facedly, 

that the PNM voted against the public procurement legislation when it 

abstained and when it abstained on two very important reasons; one, 

that the disposition of state land was not the subject of the public 

procurement laws and two, that the Procurement Regulator could be 

dispatched by Cabinet decision.   

What we said in that debate, and which we say now in terms of 

transparency in the context of this debate, is that it is incumbent upon 

the Government to have transparency, to exercise the product of its 

words.  It cannot only be that commissions of enquiry are called into 

PNM events.  Where is the equivalent of the hon. Prime Minister’s 
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call into the construction sector for her own Government [Desk 

thumping] by way of commission of enquiry as Mr. Manning did and 

put his political career on the line for?  What we are seeing is 

obfuscation of the disposition of the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago: 

Invaders Bay, Caroni lands, the Chaguaramas Convention Centre.   

What I want to invite the hon. Minister to do is to tell us:  what 

has this Ministry done in terms of this Act?  Where is the information 

to be provided to the people of Trinidad and Tobago within the 

confines of section 5:  

“General purposes of the Trust” 

Section 5(g): 

“making the public aware of the value and beauty of the 

heritage of Trinidad and Tobago; and 

(h) advising the Government on the conservation and 

preservation of the property of interest and on any or all 

of the matters referred to above.” 

You see, Madam President, what we get from the Government 

is a sleight of hand.  We get a constant attempt to reset the 

conversation by ad hominem attacks.  What the Government does is to 

attack the person who is advocating the issue, be it an attack on David 
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West, be it an attack on Dr. Keith Rowley, be it an attack on me.  The 

fact is we, certainly Dr. Rowley and I, are not afraid of answering this 

Government’s [Desk thumping] ineptitude and mismanagement.  If 

they choose to attack the persons, then so be it.  But the fact is what 

the country requires is full and frank disclosure, line of sight.   

You see, I too was at the TTMF function the other day.  I too 

am aware—let me declare my interest.  I act for thousands of people 

that I have acted for in the 15 years to 20 years of practice and 

involvement in law.  Let me, therefore, certainly declare my interest 

that I have all kinds of information on all kinds of fields in Trinidad 

and Tobago.  And the fact is the sectors in Trinidad and Tobago are 

worried about the line of sight.  I asked, today, in another context, for 

certain information; I was greeted by an attack.  I asked for 

transparency, I was greeted by attack.  I asked for transparency today 

in the context of this Bill, am I to be greeted by attack?   

Sen. G. Singh:  It is coming. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  You heard it a little while ago.  It is time that the 

people got results.  The political volume is too high.  The substance of 

the debate is at hand.  What we are talking about here is the undefined 

term of heritage of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  Our land, our 
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culture, our people, where we head to; our laissez faire approach to 

some things.  Sometimes that in itself is a salvation.  Could we as a 

people have survived the attempted coup in 1990 if we did not have 

the ability to laugh at ourselves or have coup parties and fetes when 

curfew was coming?  Could we have done that?  Sometimes our 

weaknesses are our sources of strength.  But it is incumbent upon the 

Government, as was shared by Adam Stewart of Sandals fame, to 

communicate a belief to the people of Trinidad and Tobago.   

9.10p.m.  

Let me say what that belief is.  The belief is that we as a people 

can coordinate our resources, and our management of resources 

sufficiently such that, tourism can lean upon the agricultural sector, 

hotels can flourish, for instance, at Chaguaramas, hotels can happen 

there because we have the best and brightest are being brought in 

there, farmers are not under undue suspicion of being put out of land.  

The land suspicion value there at the Chaguaramas development 

centre is well over hundreds of millions of dollars.  The land—

[Interruption] I am telling you as a matter of fact, you cannot buy 

eight acres of land with building the size of the convention centre, et 

cetera, [Interruption] on that property for $30 million.  You cannot 
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buy that.  I have developed numerous properties and I can tell you, 

$30 million cannot buy that.  [Desk thumping]  The fact is, Madam 

President, that when that is there and belief is factored, would it not be 

more appropriate for the hon. Minister to say, well, look, here is the 

vision.   

Sen. Dr. Tewarie has often spoken about growth poles in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  Sen. Dr. Henry speaks about them by way of 

reference to them as “greasy poles”.  Why does Sen. Dr. Henry say 

that?  Because you “cyar climb up de pole.  De greasy pole” in east 

Port of Spain, “yuh slipping dong every time yuh climb up”, and now 

we have “ah greasy pole” in Chaguaramas.  We have “ah greasy pole” 

where SIS land is in Caroni.  And what is the point?  

If the people of Trinidad and Tobago are included into a vision 

and a dream that says, let us as a nation now, having disclosed what 

the master plan of this area is for, having invited things as we do, I 

think that perhaps some of what Sen. Solomon put into the public 

domain, if the article has some of it.  Some of it may be on the right 

track, because there was a disclosure as to some of the mechanisms 

for inviting people into the land, et cetera.  My fault is not with Sen. 

Solomon, let me make it absolutely clear.  My fault is that the manner 
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in which this project was managed, and came into the public domain, 

has brought undue suspicion into the project.  That is my problem 

with it.   

The people of Trinidad and Tobago have not been included into 

a vision, into a belief.  It could easily be associated with the 

development of the boardwalk.  It could easily be associated into other 

anchors to be brought into that region.  So the fault, Madam President, 

is certainly not my learned friend, good friend, Sen. Solomon’s.  The 

fault is not his.  The fault is in the overarching communication of a 

vision, of a line of sight.   

Why do I complain bitterly about the lack of a parliamentary 

agenda?  Because I would like to know [Interruption] as a Member of 

the Parliament, when I am going to be debating, so that adequate 

consultation and preparation can be had.  Madam President, I prepared 

for this Bill two minutes before the Minister sat.   

Sen. G. Singh:  You knew last week. 

Sen. F. Al-Rawi:  It is true that Sen. G. Singh said that we were told 

last week, but I did not imagine that the Trinidad and Tobago Panama 

Partial Scope Trade Agreement Bill, 2014 would be concluded this 

early.   
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The fact is, I think it important that the line of sight be 

communicated.  I think it important that we have direction from the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago.  I think it important for the hon. 

Minister tonight, to tell us about the Banwari Man site, to tell us about 

the Chaguaramas development in general, not only the Convention 

Centre, the line of sight for the heritage that is there.  I think it 

important that he tells us about the Red House, and what the state of 

development of the billion dollars that we will spend in redeveloping 

the Red House will be.  I think it important for him to speak to Caroni 

as a basket of growth and development for Trinidad and Tobago that 

produced so many of our sons and daughters, icons of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  It is important for us to know why it appears to be that 

Government has one standard for itself and its friends—notice I have 

said, “appears to be”—[Desk thumping] that Government has one 

standard for itself and its friends, and another standard for others.  

[Desk thumping. 

Madam President, it will give me great pleasure to seat this Bill 

and the authority for the management of this Act, in the hands of my 

learned colleague, the hon. Minister.  It would give me great pleasure 

to do that, but simple Bills do not necessarily involve simple concepts 
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and one clause and the change of a few words might involve a whole 

lot more.  

You must recall in the last parliamentary session “hot and sweaty” 

came the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, the Leader of 

Government Business, “oh is ah simple Bill we going to do.  De 

amendment to the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act, no big deal.  

We jus giving de State de right to act for de landlord”.  Really?  Why 

did the Bill shut down after I spoke?  Could it be that the simple Bill 

was unmasked because it was not well thought out, and that you were 

dispossessing the rights of landlords capriciously and without 

constitutional safeguard and provision?  I think it was that.  That is my 

point of view.  There may be another point of view.  So, hon. 

Minister, I hope that you would have indulged the discussion on an 

important issue of the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Madam President, I thank you for the opportunity to contribute 

on this and may I end as I started, in welcoming once again, the hon. 

Minister to this Senate.  It is certainly a pleasure to have him and I 

look forward to the continuation of this debate.  Thank you.  [Desk 

thumping]  

Sen. Dr. Rolph Balgobin:  [Desk thumping]  Thank you, Madam 



360 

The National Trust of Trinidad 2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt)  

Bill, 2015 (cont’d)  

Sen. Dr Balgobin (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

President. Welcome, hon. Minister.  Perhaps what the Minister 

intends is closer in line with the expression of the St. Lucia 

legislation.  And, therefore, perhaps, this Bill ought to read in terms of 

the definition of a Minister, that the Minister is defined as the Minister 

to whom responsibility for the national trust of Trinidad and Tobago 

is assigned.  If the Government is willing to accept and make that 

change—[Interruption] yes, this is how it is in the legislation.  That is 

the name of the body corporate—then I see no cause for further 

detention. 

Thank you, Madam President.  [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Dr. Dhanayshar Mahabir:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President.  I did not intend to speak.  However, the Minister—and I 

too would like to welcome the Minister, and to indicate that it has 

been a while since we have really gotten such a very passionate plea, 

and one is, of course, stimulated by the fact, that there is genuine 

concern for the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago. 

I shall be very short.  I simply wanted the Minister in his wrapping up, 

to indicate to us whether the change that we are debating today, will in 

some way ensure that what we saw on Frederick Street not so long 

ago at the Greyfriars Church can be prevented, because when I looked 
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at the National Trust’s website it says that: 

“The Trust sees its role as making improvements to our 

communities through the preservation of our built and natural 

heritage. The major responsibilities of the Trust include the 

following:-” 

—and it continues: 

“• Preserving, maintaining, repairing and servicing or, 

arranging for the preservation of heritage property and 

where such property comprises buildings, augmenting the 

amenities of such buildings and their surroundings;” 

So it appears that the Trust has some—in addition to advisory 

work, it has some physical work that it will either subcontract or do on 

its own.  One simply wished, Madam President, to determine from the 

Minister, whether such heritage sites that we in the rest of the 

community can identify, which hopefully we may influence the Trust.  

Take, for example, Governor General’s House or now known as 

President’s House, that certainly has to be a heritage site.  It has been 

under disrepair for the longest while, cutting across administrations. 

His Excellency the President is not living there. The former 
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President also did not live there.  Is it that this particular change is 

going to ensure that an important heritage site like that, can somehow 

be preserved expeditiously? Because it cannot be in the public interest 

for us to have a house to house a President, and for over a decade.  Is 

that the state of our construction sector or, the will of the 

Governments, that we would allow an important heritage site like that 

to go into disrepair?  We claim that we are delivering houses, 

thousands per annum, and yet one house we cannot fix.   

There are houses around the savannah, the Magnificent Seven.  

We would like to drive around there and to see those homes in a 

state—in the beautiful pristine state that we all recall when we were 

children in the ᾽60s.  I would like to know that the particular change 

we are debating, the powers that will be granted now to the Ministry 

and to the Minister, will see that these important heritage sites are 

going to be preserved expeditiously.   

It will require resources, it will require some kind of thought 

but it will also require a commitment on the part of the Ministry and 

of the Trust to not only identify the sites, but to give us time frames as 

to when we can expect these important things that have been 

bequeathed to us to, in fact, be repaired and refurbished.  
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One recalls going to Barbados—many of us will go to Sunbury 

Plantation House to have some tea and to see how that particular 

house has been restored and repaired. We need to get there in Trinidad 

and, Madam President, if what we are doing tonight and the 

amendment we are making is going to ensure that we are first going to 

recognize that we have been delinquent as a society and second that 

we are going to move expeditiously to retain and repair that which we 

have inherited, then I provide full support for the amendment and I 

hope the Minister, with the passion that he has displayed in this 

House, will be able to get these things done. 

So that, Madam President, for me a heritage is simple, 

something produced by one generation, preserved and made available 

for the enjoyment and use of citizens of future generations, the 

heritage that we have, the heritage fund that I have advocated and now 

the heritage sites that we have inherited, can in fact, really be part of 

the stock of the wealth of Trinidad and Tobago. I thank you. [Desk 

thumping] 

Madam President: Minister of National Diversity and Social 

Integration. 

Hon. Senators: No. No. 
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Madam President: Sen. Maharaj. 

The Minister of Food Production (Sen. The Hon. Devant 

Maharaj): Thank you very much, Madam President. It was not my 

intention to speak here tonight at all and I know Sen. Balgobin is 

urging me to stick with that original thought, but having heard some 

of the revisionism engaged in this afternoon’s debate by Sen. Al-

Rawi, who has once again absconded from the Chamber after having 

spoken, like a diva, retreating from the stage after performance and 

engaging in theatre, he has left us here to answer some of his— 

I find it hypocritical at best that any member of the PNM could 

talk about Caroni lands today. Caroni lands and the whole situation of 

Caroni came about with the actions of the PNM administration to 

destroy and decimate Caroni (1975) Limited. It was under the PNM 

administration that then Minister of Agriculture, John Rahael, laid the 

final hatchet job on Caroni (1975) Limited. I remember the debate 

intensely and the CEO at the time was none other than their Mayaro 

candidate Clarence Rambharat. So to hear Sen. Al-Rawi now, crying 

tears for the fallen in Caroni and central Trinidad, rings hollow here 

today. He has no shame today to come and talk about Caroni in this 

Chamber given the legacy and history of the PNM and Caroni. And he 
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quotes former Senator, Anand Ramlogan talking about the UNC role 

in— Since when Sen. Al-Rawi relies on Anand Ramlogan for 

guidance on any matter?  

9.25 p.m.  

When Anand Ramlogan was in this Chamber, Sen. Al-Rawi 

was critical of almost everything Sen. Ramlogan had to say, but today 

Sen. Ramlogan is not here, he is supporting a position which is, at the 

time, convenient to his position, but it is not one which is shared by us 

on this side.  We do not believe that the vision of the UNC was the 

same vision which the PNM made into a grim nightmare reality for 

those Caroni (1975) Limited workers.  [Desk thumping] 

Only last week Sen. Tewarie and myself had a meeting with the 

former cane farmers of Caroni (1975) Limited, where we are still 

trying to negotiate a peaceful and painless transition of that hurt that 

they suffered since 2003, where some 3,000 cane farmers were left 

out totally out of the compensation package.  We have to deal with 

that.  We have to deal with only the 3,000 that they dealt with at the 

point in time.  We have to deal with a litany of complaints and woes.  

A number of Caroni (1975) Limited cane farmers unions and 

associations are lobbying the Government to rectify the hurt and pain.   
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Of course, we cannot address those who have passed away, we 

cannot address those, because we have to address their estates and so 

on.  This is the damage that the PNM did with Caroni (1975) Limited.  

Where was the voice of Faris Al-Rawi at that point in time?  He was a 

councillor during that tenure.  He was a HDC director at some point in 

time—and HDC, a unit which was busy in the process of grabbing 

lands, state lands, to build houses at some point in time—where was 

the voice of Sen. Al-Rawi.  He is not here even to give crosstalk, not 

here even to give crosstalk here tonight.  He has no respect for the 

Chamber, talk and go.  [Crosstalk] 

He speaks glibly about an article in the Express, the newspaper 

of choice of the PNM, about SIS being a squatter.  I spoke to the 

Commissioner of State Lands following that article, and the 

Commissioner of State Lands told me in unequivocal terms that he 

was taken out of context and words were  put into his month.  The line 

Minister tried to address it.  I do not believe the Express, just as I do 

not believe Faris Al-Rawi or the PNM.  [Desk thumping] 

There was an article recently in one of these newspapers about 

a Minister paying a mortgage, $40,000, on a daily basis.  The bank 

had to take out an ad condemning that article.  The newspaper up to 



367 

The National Trust of Trinidad  2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt) 

Bill, 2014 (cont’d)  

Sen. The. Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

today has not printed a proper retraction [Crosstalk] and that is what 

we have to rely on; the Express and the PNM representing the truth. 

Sen. Al-Rawi speaks about UNC financiers grabbing land.  

What about the land Chin Lee and Rahael talked about, Caroni land?  

I had a conversation with a businessman from Port of Spain, and he 

was invited to south Trinidad where you have the Caribbean Cinema 

Complex right now, and he was offered that land by a PNM Minister 

for $35 million.  That was the kind of wheeling and dealing with the 

assets of Caroni (1975) Limited had for the PNM, but here without a 

shred of evidence—a shred of evidence of a single financier getting 

any land in an inappropriate manner—Sen. Al-Rawi makes these 

comments.   

I have come to this Chamber on more than one occasion and 

itemized every acre of land for Caroni (1975) Limited [Desk 

thumping] as to its distribution, but they do not want to hear the facts.  

This is information that they would have prepared; how the land 

would have been distributed.   

So while I address some of those issues, the Bill at hand here is 

to seek to amend the definition of “Minister” since Gazette No. 136 of 

2013, National Trust was assigned to the Minister of National 
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Diversity and Social Integration, and it is keeping in line with the 

United Kingdom legislation—Australia, St. Lucia and Jamaica are not 

very different from that.  But the parent Act, I think it is instructive 

that we have an idea of what is going on in the parent Act, and this 

Trust is a very important body.   

The Trust, section 5 of the Parent Act says—I do not think my 

colleague, Minister Samuel, or any of the previous speakers really 

touched on the Trust and what it aims to be, but the Trust for 

edification of those listening is: 

“The Trust is established for the purpose of carrying out the 

functions…which include— 

(a) listing and acquiring such property of interest as the 

Trust considers appropriate;  

(b) permanently preserving lands that are property of 

interest… 

(c) preserving, maintaining, repairing and servicing or, 

arranging for the preservation of property of 

interest other than land and where such 

property…comprise buildings, augmenting…; 

(d) making provision for the access to and enjoyment of 
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property… 

(e) encouraging research into property… 

(f) compiling photographic or architectural records… 

(g) making the public aware of the value and beauty of 

the heritage of Trinidad and Tobago; and 

(h) advising the Government on the conservation and 

preservation of property…of the matters referred 

to above.” 

It goes on to spell out the powers of the Trust, per se, and the Trust 

powers are very instructive and their powers are wide reaching.  It 

gives an idea of the listing of the properties and how it is to be 

undertaken.   

So this Act, coming into being in 2000, under the UNC 

administration, was historic in its nature, but the genesis for this—

[Sen. Al-Rawi enters Chamber]—and I welcome back Sen. Al-Rawi 

who has re-joined us here in the Chamber.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I am always here.  

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Yeah, well you alone tired.  This Act 

really came into being as a brainchild of the NAR administration in 

1991.  It was one of the main pieces of legislation—I do not know if 
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Sen. Vieira remembers, as an aficionado of the NAR at the time.  The 

Act enabled the National Trust, one of the main bodies for the 

sustainable management of heritage resources—the heritage resources 

such as heritage resources legislation in other parts of the world, but I 

do not want us to go all over the world tonight.  Let us confine the 

discussion to what is happening in Trinidad. 

I mean, the Bill in the Explanatory Note spoke about Australia 

and UK, but right here in the Caribbean, Jamaica has a similar 

legislation going back to 1958.  Guyana has one going back to 1972, 

and our National Trust, the Trust was formed in 1991.  Why is it since 

the PNM articulated the position and philosophy by Sen. Al-Rawi, so 

concerned about a national heritage that we should be preserving land 

and Caroni and Chaguaramas and so on?  Why it is after forty-

something years that the PNM never saw it fit to introduce legislation 

of this nature when our Caribbean counterparts, Guyana and Jamaica, 

who we often consider lesser countries in terms of advancement and 

so on, had the foresight to enact such legislation.   

Well, Madam President, for under these decades under the 

PNM, while they failed to enact a legislation as this one, we saw a 

devaluing of our national heritage across the board presided over, 
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monitored with a blind eye, the PNM.  The purpose of this Bill, as I 

indicated before, is to give the Minister and to enable the Ministry of 

National Diversity and Social Integration oversight of the works in the 

National Trust and it seeks to amend the definition of the word 

“Minister” as it stands.   

This Bill will ensure appropriate legal and institutional 

measures will be implemented, and that the preservation and 

maintenance of our heritage is streamlined and harmonized.  It 

ensures that our nation’s heritage resources occupy our own space of 

importance.  It is something which should be important to every 

citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, not only that, and citizens outside.   

Heritage is of central importance to any country, and the 

Minister of National Diversity and Social Integration spoke on that.  It 

has an intrinsic value for national identity, and he touched on that.  It 

represents an outlet for recreational activities, he touched on that and 

also Minister Tewarie when we spoke about the Boardwalk spoke to 

that.  Heritage is also increasingly being seen as a national tourist 

product, and our Minister of Tourism supports that idea.   

In Trinidad and Tobago, we are not unique in terms of this 

focus.  In fact, UNESCO saw the importance of heritage.  They 
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defined “heritage” as: 

“…our legacy from the past, what we live with today, and what 

we pass on to future generations.  Our cultural and natural 

heritage are both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration.” 

The first list of UNESCO’s heritage sites was produced in 1978 and, 

to date, there are approximately 1,007 natural and cultural places 

inscribed on the World Heritage UNESCO’s list, to date.  Since 1978 

they had this list going and, Madam President, you would be surprised 

that it was only under this administration that Trinidad and Tobago 

now has three sites listed on that UNESCO heritage list.  [Desk 

thumping] 

The same Banwari site that Sen. Al-Rawi was pontificating 

about that should be this and that, that is now under this 

administration now on the World Heritage Site.  The La Brea Pitch 

Lake is now on the site, and Sen. Shamfa Cudjoe would be pleased to 

know that the Tobago Main Ridge Forest Reserve is also on the site, 

in case she is not aware of that.  I know that Shamfa Cudjoe, the 

Senator as she is, is fully aware of all things Tobagonian, so I know 

that is not news to her.[Crosstalk] 

Madam President, those on the other side would have us be 
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chastised for not moving quickly in areas to preserve our heritage, not 

to finish the debate.  [Crosstalk]  I feel you are lobbying for Sen. Al-

Rawi there.  But, again, I ask those who came before us: what did they 

do for the last 40 years?   [Desk thumping]  Why is it that our heritage 

resources have been abandoned, cast aside, demolished?  Why is it in 

2011 that Trinidad and Tobago heritage resources have now been 

made on the tentative listings?  The Senator before spoke about the 

Magnificent Seven, they did not reach that condition in the last four 

years.  It will take time.   

In fact, according to a well-known and well-respected historian 

Angelo Bissessarsingh, he writes for one of the newspapers.  

[Crosstalk]  He says: 

“…during the 1970s and well into the 1990s, most of our 

architectural heritage had been destroyed in the name of 

progress.”—there was—“the demolition of Bagshot and 

Perseverance Houses in Maraval, the Ice House Hotel on 

Abercromby Street…and the old Customs House on the 

waterfront.” 

And progress with the hindsight of immense contribution, heritage 

tourism can make our economy.   
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Madam President, I ask the Opposition Senators: did these 

heritage sites reach the state of degradation in the last five years?  

Would anybody believe that?  Did that degradation happen overnight?  

Let us not forget, Madam President, the collapse of the President’s 

House, just mentioned by Senators of the Independent Senator Bench.  

That was a house built in 1876 from blue limestone from Laventille—

historically, the residence of the Governor of Trinidad and Tobago 

until April 30, 1958, when it became the site of the Governor General 

of the West Indies Federation.  After 1962, the house was used as an 

art gallery and so on and, eventually, in 1976 became President’s 

House.   

What was the track record of the PNM to preserve that 

historical site?  Because they were in charge—large and in charge up 

until 1983.  If you look at the headline here from an article written by 

Rhondor  Dowlat  and Andre Bagoo, Shame: President’s Roof 

Collapses.  Do you remember that on the eve of the 2010 election?  

Max Richards had to scamper out of the house before the ceiling fall 

on his head and all kind of thing, but this is how they look at heritage, 

they do not care.  The PNM has no appreciation for history.  They 

destroy it and rewrite it in their image and likeness as we have heard 



375 

The National Trust of Trinidad  2015.03.10 

And Tobago (Amdt) 

Bill, 2014 (cont’d)  

Sen. The. Hon. D. Maharaj (cont’d) 

 

UNREVISED 

today with the contribution of Sen. Al-Rawi.  And heritage means 

nothing to them, they throw away the balisier from their tie.  

[Laughter] 

9.40 p.m. 

Madam President, you would recall during the 1990s when the 

Red House serpent, in the middle of the night, was spirited off 

because the PNM believed that it was part of their cult.  They engaged 

in necromancy.  [Desk thumping]  That is—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, 35(5).   

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Who I have impugned?  “Yuh take it 

personally?” 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  That is just rude. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  No, it is facts.  [Crosstalk] 

Madam President:  Hon. Senator, an improper motive— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Necromancy?  PNM?  Come on. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Who I impute?  Who I impute? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Come on, I am a Member of the PNM, I take offence 

to that.  

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, it does not appear that there was 

an attempt to impute an improper motive to any Member of the 
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Chamber.  Carry on, Minister. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  What! 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President—[Interruption]   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, just unparliamentary language on 

an order of privilege. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  I am on my legs, Senator.  I am on my 

legs, I have not given way.  What is your point of order?    

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I am raising a point of privilege, Madam President.   

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  What is the Standing Order? 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, would you hear me? 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  What is the Standing Order? 

Sen. G. Singh:  Madam President, as the Leader of Government 

Business, the Member cannot arise on a point of privilege in a wide 

cross section.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Of course I can. 

Sen. G. Singh:  You cannot.  [Crosstalk]  There is no Standing Order 

that allows you to do that.  It does not allow you to do that.  It does 

not allow you to do that. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, Section 55(1) of the Constitution— 
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Sen. G. Singh:  No, you cannot go into a constitutional debate again. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, I am addressing you, the presiding 

officer, Madam President. 

Sen. G. Singh:  No, you cannot.  You cannot. 

Madam President:  Hon. Sen. Maharaj, please continue. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Thank you very much, Madam 

President—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, unparliamentary language— 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Again, you are on your legs. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, on a point of privilege, 

unparliamentary language—[Crosstalk]   

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Madam President—  

Sen. G. Singh:  85(1), 85(1) and (2). 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President—Now there is a Standing Order, let 

me hear you rule on that one. 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I have ruled that Sen. Maharaj 

continue his contribution to the debate.  [Desk thumping] 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Thank you very much—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, 35(4).  Madam President, you can 

rule on 35(4), necromancy is offensive, insulting language. 
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Sen. G. Singh:  No, it is not. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I am a Member of the PNM, that should be struck 

from the record.  Madam President, I am serious.  The hon. Senator 

has just said, Members of the PNM are into necromancy; 35(4) says: 

“It shall be out of order to use offensive or insulting language 

about Members…” 

Madam President:  Did you understand, hon. Senator, that he was 

speaking to you?   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  But, Madam President, I am a Member of the PNM.  I 

am on the PNM Bench in the Opposition.  Yes, Madam President, 

[Desk thumping] that is offensive language.  I take great umbrage to 

that.  That is unparliamentary.   

Sen. G. Singh:  Madam President— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  It should be struck from the record.  Let her rule.  

Sen. G. Singh:  Madam President, may I?  You cannot take 

responsibility for the past actions of your predecessors.  [Desk 

thumping] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, that is out of order.  I have raised a 

Standing Order 35(4) with you, I am telling you that I have taken it as 

a great insult as a Member of the PNM Bench, that the hon. Senator 
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could say that the PNM is guilty of necromancy.  That is out of order. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  I take insult when you getting up all the 

time.   

Sen. Al-Rawi:  “Come on man.”   

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  I take insult when you getting up all the 

time and challenging the President. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  No.  No.  Listen, the rules of Parliament— 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, I listened to what the hon. 

Senator said.  He was speaking to the fact of the removal of an 

artefact on the building of the old—and—[Interruption] 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, you are the presiding officer in this 

Parliament, “eh”. 

Sen. G. Singh:  No, you cannot behave so— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  No, Sir, do not tell me anything.  [Crosstalk]  You 

cannot tell me anything. 

Sen. G. Singh:  You cannot be so insulting. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  You cannot tell me anything.   

Sen. G. Singh:  You cannot be so insulting.  You are abusing the 

Chair. 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  You are interrupting the rule— 
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Madam President:  Hon. Senators— 

Sen. Lambert:  43(5), Madam President. 

Sen. Hadeed:  You look like a wife beater. 

Madam President:  Sen. Al-Rawi— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  35(4) on Senator Hadeed.  I look like a wife beater?  

[Laughter]  What is that Sen. Hadeed?  Do not ascribe your purposes 

to me. 

Madam President:  Senator? 

Sen. Hadeed:  I apologize. 

Madam President:  Sen. Al-Rawi, you— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Madam President, I take that as a great insult, you 

know, seriously. 

Madam President:  You take everything as a great insult?  It 

appears— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  Necromancy, Ma’am.  Necromancy?  What does that 

mean? 

Madam President:  Hon. Senators, may I ask Sen. Maharaj, did you 

intend to describe hon. Sen.— 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Not at all, Madam President.  

[Crosstalk]  Not at all, Madam President.   
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Madam President:  Well, then kindly—[Interruption] 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  From 1991, Members of the House at 

the time.  [Crosstalk]  Now, we are talking about an artefact, the 

serpent. 

Madam President:  Senator, could you kindly withdraw the word?  

Sen. Al-Rawi:  That is just in order, man, come on, be decent. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Under duress, I withdraw it because—

[Crosstalk]  But not necromancy, but perhaps obeah at best.  Perhaps 

obeah at best, because in the dead of night you had the first act of the 

PNM in 1991, I think it was the then Minister Colm Imbert, scaling up 

a ladder to pull down a historical artefact on the Red House, where it 

stood for close to 100 years.  This is what they believe as heritage 

preservation in Trinidad and Tobago.   

I read here from the Trinidad and Tobago Express at the time:  

[Laughter]  “The editorial in Friday’s Express…headlined ‘Wastage 

T&T must not repeat’ drew…our attention”—to—“‘the decade-long 

and still uncompleted restoration of the Red House’.  The People’s 

National Movement’s…gross disrespect for the country’s built 

heritage is legendary.”  

Hear what the Express is saying:  
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“The People’s National Movement’s…gross disrespect for the 

country’s built heritage is legendary.”  

So everybody knows that the PNM “doh” care about what is built 

here.   

“Eighteen years ago, on Friday, January 10, 1992 to be exact, 

your newspaper ran a Page…story headlined ‘The Dragon 

comes down’, which reported the then PNM government had 

ordered the removal of the ‘much-maligned dragon wind vane 

atop the Red House’.  

At the time of”—the—“removal, Gerry Besson, historian, 

pointed out”—that—“this was all rooted in an ignorance of our 

past.”  There—“was no dragon….in fact,”—it was—“a 

harmless sea serpent which had been on top of the Red 

House...”   

The PNM has an ignorance of our past and they still do it today.  

They want to recreate it.  We have been assiduously working at 

rebuilding the Red House.  Now, I was fortunate to be on a joint select 

committee, part of the restoration of the Red House, and I sat on that 

with, I think, Sen. Al-Rawi.  I do not think we have met since that last 

meeting.  I “doh” know—[Interruption] 
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Sen. Al-Rawi:  The Chairman has not called us. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  And the Chairman has not called—who 

was the Chairman, I cannot— 

Sen. Al-Rawi:  I think Minister Cadiz. 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  But we had an appreciation, when we 

sat together there, of the kind of cost and the kind of difficulty that is 

entailed in renovating and restoring that building, and I would 

extrapolate, it would also extend to the Magnificent Seven as well.  

Because, for example, in the case of the Red House, we were talking 

at the time of getting specialists, architects from Italy to do work on 

the Red House, to ensure that it comes back to almost its pristine and 

original position, and that sort of skilled work is not to be found by 

simple masons and carpenters that we can find readily available here, 

but it demands to get people with specialized training, and so on.  And 

the cost associated with that, of course, is extremely high because of 

the type of skill required and the shortage of such skill internationally.   

Similarly, the building on the Magnificent Seven would require 

a similar attention.  In fact, Afra Raymond in an article, “Healing our 

capital’s Heritage buildings”, spoke to that as significant failures.  He 

spoke to the Mille Fleurs Building,Stollmeyer’s Castle, the Boissiere 
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House, the National Museum, its building itself.  I think the Boissiere 

House has now been bought over by Junior Sammy, and there was a 

restoration of it, significant restoration and money has been spent by 

that private person, so much so that the magazine on Caribbean 

Airlines, Caribbean Beat, has an entire feature on that particular 

building, as well as two others.   

We witnessed recently, in the last few years, the demolition of 

what is popularly known as the MacLeod House in Freeport, but the 

proper name is Friendship Hall Great House.  That was a house built 

by an eccentric Scotsman called Norman MacLeod who was an 

officer in the British East India regiment in the early 1900s.  He was 

stationed in India and, somewhere along the way, he was converted to 

Hinduism and he came back and converted this house into a mandir of 

sorts, and in that he had a number of treasures, including German 

bugle, brass and silver, and so on, and when he died, because he 

believed one of his servants was an incarnation of his wife, or 

something of the sort, he left it to that family and, eventually, the 

family fortune declined and we saw the bulldozing of that very 

historic site.   

We come now to the—so buildings have been destroyed, 
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privately owned buildings, and Minister Samuel Spoke about the 

privately owned Greyfriars Church and, I mean, I could feel a certain 

amount of empathy for the owner; he bought this private building and 

he thought that it was free to do with what he will as it is his property, 

and when he started to do his construction he got the reaction from the 

national community.  And, again, I lay this at the feet of the 

administration that preceded us.  If they had developed a list of 

heritage buildings, which was their mandate under the Act, we would 

not have been in the situation we are in today with the Greyfriars 

building and other buildings.  They were derelict in their duties in the 

preservation of the nation’s heritage, but their heritage is only 

restricted to Caroni lands, and who is squatting on lands and who not, 

because they know why.   

He touched on the Chaguaramas Development Authority, and I 

want to go—while we have here in our presence, the very hard-

working Chairman of the CDA. I will not unleash him on Sen. 

Faris-Al Rawi here today.  I am holding him back because he is in 

possession of the facts, but in order not to have a conflict of interest, 

as with—[Interruption] 

Sen. G. Singh:  Just there is no conflict.  [Crosstalk] 
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Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Right.  No perception of that at all.  An 

independent assessment was undertaken by the CDA during the 

period 2012—2014, and found that a significant portion of the facility, 

particularly the underutilized section of the building, was in 

immediate and dire need of repair, and the property was in fact unsafe 

for rent or unsafe for tenancy.   

The CDA, having seen what is going on, sought to get private 

investors to take over the facility, and on February 05—I will give 

you the exact date—2013, an invitation was issued in the public 

domain, via a public advertisement in the Express, the Guardian and 

Newsday, requesting proposals from qualified and experienced 

developers and investors for the refurbishment, reconstruction and 

operation of the Chaguaramas Hotel and Convention Centre.  The 

deadline for the provision and proposal was extended originally from 

May 31 to July 29. 

So here was the CDA, recognizing that it did not have the 

wherewithal to construct and renovate this building, advertising on 

February 05, with a deadline of May, four months afterwards, then 

further extending it to July by way of public advertisement.  So, I am 

very surprised, shocked and amazed that the Senator on the other side 
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would say that we have not advised the population, we have not 

involved them in the process.  The CDA put out a public ad on all the 

papers, extended it from May to July.  How is the public being kept in 

the dark?  InvesTT was involved in the process.  Not only local people 

were invited, international people, so to come here and to revise 

history, to suggest that the Chairman and the board of CDA hid this 

under a bushel and gave one or two persons in secret, is being a 

stranger to the truth.  [Desk thumping]  Four companies expressed 

interest but only one submission was made, only one submission was 

made, and several advertisements were placed in the media, 

magazines, and so on, to get local and international people on board.   

9.55 p.m.  

So to suggest that it came as a thief in the night is being a 

stranger to the truth.  In fact you have an international—but, Madam 

President, what was the PNM’s track record with the convention 

centre?  This is where their navel string was buried.  This is where the 

PNM’s navel string was buried.  Every year, trot out a whole busload 

of PTSC buses used to go up to the convention centre—[Crosstalk] 

PNM convention for all sorts of things.  I would have thought, Madam 

President, that since their navel string was buried there that they 
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would have ensured that the convention centre was in its pristine glory 

for their annual pilgrimage, their “teerut” to the convention centre.  

[Crosstalk] They did that religiously. 

I remember one year—that was the year that then Prime 

Minister, Patrick Augustus Mervyn Manning said that the nation 

cannot handle more than one election a year, when they put off the 

local government election.  It was at the convention centre those 

things happened.  [Crosstalk] It was at the convention centre that the 

PNM pontificated on their policy.  So why is it that they allowed the 

convention centre to run down?  Madam President, I am amazed.  

The convention centre under their administration was allocated 

$1 million when the restorative cost was $49 million at best, in the 

day, in 2009, I believe—[Crosstalk] 2009.  So the convention centre 

required $49 million in 2009 money to restore it.  The convention 

centre that fell under the purview of the Ministry of Planning and 

Development at the time?—[Interruption] 

Hon. Senator:  That is right.   

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Who, I think, the Minister was then the 

hon. Dr. Keith Christopher Rowley gave $1 million.  Now, the same 

Keith Christopher Rowley, in another incarnation, apparently is 
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singing a different tune.   

Sen. Lambert:  That is how President House fell down.  They did not 

give the allocation— 

Sen. The Hon. D. Maharaj:  Madam President, the hypocrisy of the 

PNM apparently knows no bounds as they revise the truth almost on a 

continuous basis.   

How did they treat with the farmers, now that they are locking 

arms with, walking up and down the road?  [Crosstalk] I want to 

remind Sen. Al-Rawi because he was nowhere around in 2006 at that 

level.  I quote here from a Newsday article, March 30, 2006: 

“Rowley, farmers clash over houses.” 

Right?  Now hear what it says, eh.  The same Opposition now led by 

the same Dr. Rowley defending the Chaguaramas lands and the 

farmers, hear what he says in 2006 when he had power.  Now he has 

no power, he is standing up for them.  When he had power, hear what 

he said:   

“Minister of Housing Dr Keith Rowley and farmers clashed 

yesterday over his plans to construct houses on land at Guave 

Road, Chaguaramas, currently being used for farming.” 

These are the same farmers now he is locking arms with and 
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defending the farming land.  When he has no power, he is impotent 

politically to do anything except when he in Carnival activities. 

[Crosstalk] When he had the power at his disposal he wanted to take 

the Chaguaramas land, 40 acres, to build houses.  He wanted to 

bulldoze the farmers at that point in time.  [Crosstalk] Four hundred 

houses to be built.  When he had potency of power he wanted to 

destroy them.  They have to take warning, take credence from his 

historical past.  [Crosstalk] Four hundred houses.  Madam President, I 

could go on with that Guave Road situation you know, but I will leave 

that for Sen. Al-Rawi.   

Now, our history, our heritage is fast being diminished.  We 

have to develop this and inculcate this sense of history.  I say that 

speaking as the former Chairman of the Indian Caribbean Museum of 

Trinidad and Tobago,  a museum which I formed in 2006 [Desk 

thumping] which we run solely on donations operated by the Sanatan 

Dharma Maha Sabha of Trinidad and Tobago.   

Hon. Senator: Where is it located? 

Sen. The Hon D. Maharaj: The location is in Waterloo, 

Carapichaima, close to the residence of Sen. Fazal Karim.   

After having seen the deficiency of what was in the national 
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museum, I did not want to depend on the then PNM administration to 

develop a museum like that.  I formed my own museum and right now 

we have more visitors than the national museum.  We have artefacts 

including a 120-year old Ramayan, a 110-year old Quran.  We have 

all sorts of artefacts from the indentured days.  This will only serve to 

complement the sugar museum which is being constructed.  And 

while I heard it being said by the other side that the sugar museum is 

not being pursued, I can assure those on the other side that under 

Minister Samuel, the sugar museum is being pursued assiduously—

[Crosstalk] and the Minister of Tourism.   

So, Madam President, I wish to commend the Ministry of 

National Diversity and Social Integration for the restoration of the 

Nelson Island project,  for those of you who visited that heritage site 

during Indian Arrival Day.  The island was also used as jail for 

Makandal Daaga and so on as well as early arrival.  This 

legislation will give teeth to this Ministry and the Minister in change 

with responsibility for the preservation of our heritage, the ability to 

ensure that not much more of our heritage is lost.  Madam President, 

with those few words, I thank you. [Desk thumping]  

Sen. Shamfa Cudjoe:  Thank you, Madam President, for the 
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opportunity to make a short contribution to this Bill before us.  It was 

not my intention to contribute tonight—[Interruption]  

Sen. Lambert:  Who encourage you to do this?   

Sen. S. Cudjoe:  You are not the boss of me.  [Laughter] It was not 

my intention to contribute tonight, but based on the happenings—

based on what happened here tonight I felt the need, as a young 

person, to enter the debate.  Madam President, while the rest of the 

nation, during the Lenten season is suffering from a Carnival 

“tabanca”, on Monday night we get to enjoy Monday night mas, and 

now in the Parliament we get to enjoy this behaviour.   

But, Madam President, I want to join in giving my support to 

this piece of legislation because the behaviour tonight in the 

Parliament shows the importance of preserving your heritage and your 

culture.  Now, young people today complain that it so difficult to find 

role models, and that is, role models among the adults out there, the 

adults in Parliament because of our behaviour.  I want us to remember 

that people out there, the electorate, the young people are looking at 

us for example.  They are looking for role models, and I am just 

really—I am disappointed.  I am disappointed by especially the 

contribution of my dear friend Sen. Maharaj because there is this 
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constant drive, this constant motive by the Government to continue to 

over-politicize matters, and he went into talking about the Caroni 

issue.   

We discussed trade earlier tonight, and anybody with sense who 

would have followed the trade negations and the developments as it 

relates to our relationship with the European Union—   we went from 

the Lomé Convention to the Cotonou Agreement and now to the 

EPA— would have understood what happened in the whole Caroni 

situation.  I would not spend time to elaborate tonight, but this has 

been explained over and over in different Hansard records.  But I 

want to place on the record also in response of Sen. Maharaj because 

we all could have done better as it relates to the Caroni situation.  

There is always some more that a government or an administration 

could do.   

But to come here tonight and to behave like the PNM 

overthrow the Caroni operations, and the PNM is responsible for the 

death of Caroni, and the people of Caroni have been treated so badly.  

I want to go to the Hansard record of June 06, 2008—or, there is 

another option, to go to the Express newspaper of October 07, 2007   

where that records former Attorney General Anand Ramlogan paying 
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tribute to former Prime Minister Basdeo Panday for the death of 

Caroni or—yes—for the death of Caroni.  Allow me to read into the 

record what is in the—[Crosstalk] If you want to talk, you could talk 

on your time, but not on mine.  [Crosstalk] Not on mine.   

Sen. Maharaj:  Do not disturb Shamfa, please.   

Sen. Cudjoe:  And I have 45 minutes, eh.  “Doh” try me.  [Crosstalk] 

But anyway, Madam President, in the interest of time I would not go 

to the exact quote, but we are all very familiar—[Crosstalk] you are 

not the boss of me—where  Anand Ramlogan SC, former AG would 

have stated that Basdeo Panday is responsible for putting the final nail 

in the coffin and doing the aarti  and all.   

So, Madam President, we gone through this over and over and 

over and I just wanted to place on the record that we all have a role to 

play in treating with this matter, and to stand here and act like it is the 

PNM’s problem and the PNM did this and that, it is rather 

disingenuous.   

This is five years into your term as Members of Parliament—

and what have you done?  What have you done?  You spoke about 

the—Sen. Maharaj spoke about the need for a list of heritage sites, 

and if we had a list of heritage sites then Greyfriars would not have 
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happened.  Greyfriars happened last year.  You were in Government 

four years prior to that.  What did you do?  What did you do?   

That is the problem with this Government because you have 

used all your time to speak about what the PNM had done.  You had a 

chance to create your own legacy.  You had a chance to become 

champions and you choose to become chumps.  That is why when 

election is called [Desk thumping] the electorate is going to deal with 

you.  So keep talking about the PNM.  You keep talking, and when we 

get in Government we will do.  [Crosstalk]  

So, Madam President, I want to close by—as a Tobagonian, I 

want to state how important preserving our heritage is.  We have a 

heritage preservation committee that had been established in 1992, 

and when the People’s National Movement assumed office for the 

very first time in the year 2001 in the Tobago House of Assembly our 

priority was to purchase up  the heritage sites so that the people of 

Tobago can truly own what belongs to them.  I think that as a people, 

Trinidad and Tobagonians, I think throughout the region, we do not 

pay enough attention or put enough focus towards preserving national 

buildings or even celebrating our national icons.  We spend so much 

time—too much time celebrating ourselves as Africans or as Indian 
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descent and not enough time and focus on celebrating ourselves as 

Trinidadians and Tobagonians.   

Why is there not a  soca museum, a Machel Montano 

museum—just like you could walk into the Bob Marley Museum and 

see replicas of his room and his works and you can hear his voice 

when you go into specific rooms.  These are things we need to invest 

in, so our young people could feel proud of our heritage, proud of our 

history, and feel like we have shoulders to lean on and stand on, even 

on the days when the people in Parliament who are so close to us are 

not doing what they are supposed to.   

So, I think it is a great investment to invest in our heritage and I 

truly support this Motion, and I call on us to do better.  We are able.  

So, Madam President, with these few words, I thank you.  [Desk 

thumping] Madam President:  Hon. Senators, it is by no stretch of 

the imagination that we have arrived at his hour, and I want to call on 

the Minister, finally, the Minister of National Diversity and Social 

Integration to reply.   

The Minister of National Diversity and Social Integration (Hon. 

Rodger Samuel):  Thank you, Madam President.  Like I was in the 

other place—I am shocked that if I brought an entire Bill here we 
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might have been here until tomorrow.   

Hon. Senator: Welcome to the Senate. 

Hon. R. Samuel: Because, [Crosstalk and laughter] Madam 

President—[Interruption] 

Sen. Ramnarine:  Be careful for what you wish.  

Hon. R. Samuel:—I am taken aback at the fact that my good friend 

Sen. Al-Rawi could have taken us on a journey all over the world and 

left us in mid-air, somewhere lost in the Atlantic.  [Crosstalk] I am 

kind of bemused by it because he is a learned individual and for him 

to stand and say—if I quote him right—that his understanding of 

heritage is very limited.  I am shocked that he can say that, and others 

could have risen to their feet and talk about heritage and what it 

means and what heritage, you know, represents in Trinidad and 

Tobago and around the world.  I am really shocked about it.  

10.10 p.m.  

But it is good that he admits his lack of knowledge of heritage, 

and that his reading about the National Heritage of Trinidad and 

Tobago and the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago was just a few 

minutes before we began the debate, and that he was tremendously 

enlightened as to one, the things that we are doing as a result of the 
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deficiencies of the past.  And it is important for us to see that, and that 

he should be excited that we are heading down and moving in the 

direction that we are heading now to ensure that there is no further 

loss and there are no further decays and destructions with regard to the 

heritage of Trinidad and Tobago.  

And I would have thought that he would have commended the 

move and the direction, to know that if they had been reading a lot 

and understanding a lot, then they would have recognized that there 

has been a lot of attention given to the heritage of Trinidad and 

Tobago in this administration.   

As a matter of fact, just recently we solicited the professional 

advice of a Cuban contingent that came to Trinidad and Tobago to 

look at the heritage buildings, to give us the kind of professional 

guidance as to how we can approach these sites and these buildings in 

Trinidad and Tobago.  And the reason for that is that we do not have a 

cadre of professionals when it comes to the preservation and 

restoration of built heritage and those ancient sites, and we had to 

solicit the professional views of a contingent from Cuba who has 

since submitted to us a report as to the way forward as to how we can 

approach these things.  
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Because it is not something, as Sen. Maharaj said, you can put 

any construction person on, any individual; these people have to be 

trained in the preservation of heritage sites, and not only that, but we 

also have to train people in the management of heritage, and it is so 

important for us to see that.  We have got to open it up.  I have been 

speaking with the Minister of Public Administration to ensure that the 

scholarships to be awarded and the way we go forward is to make sure 

that included in the scholarships would be the management of heritage 

in Trinidad and Tobago, the programmes and degrees that would 

develop citizens to help manage and deal with heritage preservation 

and sites in Trinidad and Tobago.   

So yes Dr. Mahabir, this affords us, through the National Trust, 

something that did not happen before.  We are working closely with 

the National Trust.  We are taking the National Trust into a dimension 

that has not been taken before, even though the Act was there.  Even 

though they were guided by regulations, we are now sifting the 

regulations to ensure that the National Trust pursues their journey the 

way they should pursue it, and they are supported by the legislation 

necessary.  

So the Ministry is giving the Trust all of the support that they 
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need to do the things of preservation and listings and carrying out 

their duties the way it should be, and that the stigma attached to the 

things of the past would no longer be there.  There are over 400 sites 

of interest, we are now sifting through those listings and going to 

these individual sites and doing an investigation into each one of the 

sites as to determine the status of these sites, if they can be restored or 

if not, what we can do with the sites to now earmark them in some 

particular way.   

So we are doing all of the work with the Trust to deal with the 

sites of Trinidad and Tobago as well as working with the Tobago 

Trust to deal with the whole issue, even though they are governed by 

the Fifth Schedule that limits our work, even in Tobago with regard to 

heritage sites and buildings.   But we still work with them and we still 

talk with them.  Part of the National Trust council and board is a 

member of the Tobago Trust so we are working closely to look at 

heritage in Trinidad and Tobago.  So that is important for us to know, 

that things like that would happen.  Chaguanas Convention Centre, 

even before our time was never listed as a heritage site, and if 

proposed we continue to work together with the developers to ensure 

that the historical aspect of the Convention Centre be preserved.   
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Hon. Member:  And it is in the agreement. 

Hon. R. Samuel:  And it is part of the agreement that has been made 

in the preservation.  The church in Chaguaramas, that too is part of the 

agreement for preservation, and the funding to come out of the 

arrangement, but they work in tandem with the National Trust to make 

sure that there is preservation of the artefacts there and the facade and 

all of the development of those things.  

So a lot is happening that they are unaware of, Madam 

President.  I heard Sen. Shamfa Cudjoe talk about a museum for 

Machel Montano.  Yes, Machel Montano exhibited all of his artefacts 

recently at the Boissiere House, for weeks upon weeks.  Every little 

crown, every paper crown, every little T-shirt that he wore, 

everything, the diapers that he wore at the grand stand at the 

savannah.  Everything was exhibited.  Every piece of his garb, 

everything was exhibited, and the development of that aspect is being 

undertaken by the Montano family.  So, that is an ongoing process.  

So, it is spreading wide, because it is happening all the time, 

and we as a Ministry—and I want to thank the Prime Minister for her 

vision, the vision to establish the Ministry of National Diversity and 

Social Integration to really harness what we have, to embrace what we 
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have, and to further integrate it, and the greatest asset obviously is the 

people of Trinidad and Tobago.  [Desk thumping]  And we would 

continue not to divide.  We will continue to ensure that as the words 

of our Quote of Arms and all the things, and the Anthem that say:  

“…every creed and race,”—will— 

“Find an equal place,”  

in Trinidad and Tobago.  

Madam President, one writer said, as I close:  

“History leads the wise man and drags the fool”  

Another writer said: 

“If we could first know where we are, and whither we are 

tending, we could then better judge what to do, and how to do 

it.”   

It has been in a study that was done years ago by a Nigerian 

professor.  He said that:   

“History has been recognized all over the world as a source of 

enlightenment and development…a collective memory of the 

past of a nation, history attempts to bring to the fore the salient 

and significant part of the events that occurred in the past…” 

History embraces all of our heritage, and heritage and history are 
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inseparable.  He says: 

This—“…which could be utilized in building a prosperous 

national future.  This is why every human society, no matter the 

level of advancement, has placed optimum priority to the 

bequeathing of a ‘useable past’ from generation to generation.”  

And it is important for all of us to know this and embrace this.   

And to take this thing forward, we as a Government have 

decided, through the Ministry of National Diversity and Social 

Integration, to now do all of the framework that will lead us forward, 

and to guide us in the future, something that had never been done in 

the past is now being done in the present—unprecedented.  And it will 

continue to guide this Government as we go into the next period to 

now develop and protect, preserve our heritage sites in Trinidad and 

Tobago, and make this our national pride. 

Madam President, I beg to move.  [Desk thumping] 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time.  

Bill committed to a committee of the whole Senate. 

Senate in committee. 

Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill. 
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Clause 2. 

Question proposed: That clause 2 stand part of the Bill.  

Madam Chairman:  We have an amendment circulated.  

Mr. Samuel:  Madam Chairman, I wish to move the following 

amendment to the Bill, in clause 2: 

“In the proposed definition of ‘Minister’ delete the words 

‘heritage preservation’ and substitute the words ‘the Trust’”.  

Madam Chairman:  So, we have, as circulated, an amendment:   

“In the proposed definition of ‘Minister’ delete the words 

‘heritage preservation’ and substitute the words ‘the Trust’”.   

Question put and agreed to. 

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Question put and agreed to: That the Bill, as amended, be 

reported to the Senate. 

Senate resumed. 

Bill reported, with amendment, read the third time and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of the Environment and Water Resources (Sen. The 

Hon. Ganga Singh):  Thank you, Madam President.  We have been at 

it almost seven minutes less 12 hours and I want to thank all Senators 

who have participated throughout the session and, in that context, I 
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beg to move that this Senate do now adjourn to Tuesday, March 17, 

2015 at 1.30 p.m., when we will continue the debate on the Precursor 

Chemicals Bill. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Senate adjourned accordingly. 

Adjourned at 10.24 p.m.  


