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SENATE

Tuesday, February 01, 2000

The Senate met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS

[MR. PRESIDENT in the Chair]
SENATOR’S APPOINTMENT

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, I have received the following correspondence
from His Excellency the President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago:

“THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

By His Excellency ARTHUR N. R. ROBINSON, T.C.,
O.C.C., S.C., President and Commander-in-
Chief of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.

\s\ Arthur N. R. Robinson
President.

TO: MR. KENNETH AYOUNG-CHEE

WHEREAS Senator Philip A. F. Marshall is incapable of performing his
functions as a Senator by reason of his absence from Trinidad and Tobago:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ARTHUR N. R. ROBINSON, President as aforesaid, in
exercise of the power vested in me by section 40(2)(c) and section 44 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, do hereby appoint you,
KENNETH AYOUNG-CHEE, to be temporarily a member of the Senate, with
effect from 1st February, 2000 and continuing during the absence from
Trinidad and Tobago of the said Senator Philip A. F. Marshall.

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the President of
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago at the Office
of the President, St. Ann’s, this 31st day of
January, 2000.”

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Senator Kenneth Ayoung-Chee took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance as
required by law.
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PAPERS LAID

1. Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
the accounts and financial statements of the Tobago House of Assembly
for the year ended December 31, 1994. [The Minister of Public
Administration (Sen. The Hon. Wade Mark)]

2. The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Certificate of Comfort)
Regulations, 2000. [Hon. W. Mark]

REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES (AMDT.) BILL

Bill to amend the Regional Health Authorities Act, 1994 [The Minister of
Health]; read the first time.

Motion made, That the next stage be taken at the next sitting of the Senate.
[Hon. W. Mark]

Question put and agreed to.
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ASSOCIATION FOR THE

HEARING-IMPAIRED (INC’N) BILL

Question put and agreed to, That a Bill to repeal and replace the Trinidad and
Tobago Association in Aid of the Deaf (Incorporation of Trustees) Act, 1962, be
now read the first time.

Bill accordingly read the first time.
Motion made, That the next stage be taken at the next sitting of the Senate.

[Hon. W. Mark]
Question put and agreed to.
1.40 p.m.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
(POLICY GUIDELINES)

[SECOND DAY]

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question [November 23, 1999]:

Be It Resolved that Government states and elaborates its policies and
priorities for the general direction of scientific research and technological
development in the country and measures which it might take to ensure more
efficient use of resources in the pursuit of these policies. [Sen. Prof. J. Kenny]

Question again proposed.
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Mr. President: May I mention for the benefit of others, that the following
Senators have already spoken: Sen. Prof. Julian Kenny; Sen. The Hon. Finbar
Gangar; Sen. Prof. Kenneth Ramchand; Sen. Dr. Eastlyn Mc Kenzie; Sen.
Cynthia Alfred; Sen. Dr. George Dhanny.

Any more contributions? Sen. Rev. Teelucksingh.

Sen. Rev. Daniel Teelucksingh: Mr. President, just a brief comment.

First of all, I want to congratulate Sen. Prof. Kenny for introducing a very
important Motion, focussing not merely on matters of scholarship, science and
research but also about human and social development and how important that is
for our nation.

I noticed that Sen. Prof. Kenny made reference to the duplication of research
and very carefully pointed out the various organizations and institutions engaged
in research, and I think we will all identify with his concern for the vast amount of
money allocated by Government to most of these institutions. We have noticed,
nevertheless, this duplication about which he is concerned, and his call for the
streamlining of scientific research and technological development. This is a very
worthy matter for us to consider very seriously.

Mr. President, I lift one item from his presentation. Sen. Prof. Kenny referred
to the work of the Caribbean Epidemiology Centre (CAREC) in the research on
problems of HIV. Taking my cue from his concern in his presentation, we all
know that the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a very serious
matter for us to consider as a society.

In an article on page 16 of the Trinidad Guardian of January 12, 2000—only
a few days ago—the headline of that article reads, “AIDS set to become T&T's No
1 killer disease”. The article says:

“When AIDS was first discovered in T&T in 1983, there were only eight
persons with the disease. Today, there are over 1,000 new cases in a year.”

The article says:

“…that in 1999 there were 1,200 new cases…”

That is terrifying.

The Director of CAREC—and Sen. Prof. Kenny made reference to the work of
CAREC—recently reported that there are roughly 20—30 cases of new infections
diagnosed in Trinidad and Tobago per week. This is very frightening. It is a
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terrifying state of affairs. Mr. President, do you want to ask who is next? Which
son, which daughter and which family will be next on this list? There are 20—30
cases of new infections per week. Something has to be wrong with us as a people.

In line with the concerns of the mover of this Motion, I know there have been
plans to conduct an AIDS Vaccine Trials Programme in Trinidad and Tobago. I
understand, Sir, that the proposal is to scout for about 40 volunteers for the
proposed vaccine testing. We need to ask the question: Will these volunteers be
healthy persons or sick persons? That is a very serious question that has been
raised all along.

In this area of scientific research, roughly a year ago, I think it was about
April of 1999, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago appointed a national AIDS
Ethics Vaccine Committee to consider the ethical issues involved in vaccine
testing. In light of the statistics—and I will not doubt them, some of these figures
came from CAREC and we all recognize the work of CAREC. It has been foreign
funded, thank God. I do not think as a people we could properly fund the
programme of CAREC.

It has been supported by the Pan-American Health Organization and the
European Union, as Sen. Prof. Kenny says in his paper. We are very happy for its
work and we are asking today, after almost a year: Where is the report of the
Government-appointed committee, the Ethics Vaccine Trials Committee? Why is
there a delay in releasing the report of the committee, and what is the next step as
a nation in our battle against this deadly disease? Those are important questions I
raise.

With the phenomenal spread of this virus, we must ask for that report from the
committee and proposals from Government and other agencies to combat this
plague that is sweeping across this land, claiming at least one life per day. I
understand that in Jamaica about two persons die each day. It is a very serious
state of affairs.

Sen. Prof. Kenny referred to CAREC and the work it is doing as a disease
monitoring institution engaged in scientific research. We would like to know to
what extent Government is supporting CAREC? There are other institutions, too,
not mentioned here; other foundations and research groups looking into the whole
business of the control of this deadly disease among us.

As I close, I ask, since Government is spending so much money on these
various foundations, organizations and institutions engaged in research—and I am
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particularly concerned about this virus—what kind of funding goes into the
various clinics and how many clinics do we have? What kind of Government
funding goes into those clinics dealing with sexually transmitted diseases, dealing
with many persons who contribute to the alarming spread of this virus?

I hope that in response, the hon. Minister will address these two issues. Thank
you very much, Sir.

The Minister of Public Administration (Sen. The Hon. Wade Mark): Mr.
President, let me, first of all, warmly congratulate Sen. Prof. Julian Kenny on a
very important Motion which addresses a number of critical issues surrounding
scientific research and technological development in our country, and specific
measures taken or contemplated to ensure more efficient use of resources—and I
would imagine he is speaking about physical and human resources—in the pursuit
of these policies.

Let me say from the outset that advanced micro-electronics-based information
and communications technologies are at the heart of recent social and economic
transformations in both the industrialized and developing countries. Although the
costs of using information and communications technologies are high, the costs of
not doing so are likely to be higher in the future.

Now, the acquisition and use of scientific and technological knowledge by
members of a society are determined by its level of socio-economic development.
It is also recognized that technological change or innovation plays a very critical
role in the economic growth process of any country.

The United States Vice-President, Al Gore, revealed the following statistics
from a study that examined the effect of information technology on the United
States economy. Between 1995 and 1998, information technology producers, that
is, producers of computer and communications hardware, software and services,
while accounting for just 8 per cent of the gross domestic product of the United
States, contributed on average more than one-third of the nation's real economic
growth.

In both 1996 and 1997, rising quality and falling prices for IT goods and
services cut overall inflation in the United States by 0.7 percentage points. From
1993—1998, IT investments accounted for more than half the growth of all
business equipment spending in the United States.

In 1997 alone, IT-producing industries added 350,000 new jobs to the US
market, an increase of 7.7 per cent. It is estimated that by the year 2006, almost
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half of American workers will be employed by industries that are either
information technology producers, or intensive users of IT.

In the United States, for example, information technology workers earn some
78 per cent more than other workers and, of course, the pay gap continues to grow
and rise in the United States. From 1990—1997, IT-producing industries
increased their annual rate of value added per worker to some 10.4 per cent
compared to the national average of 1.4 per cent.

Unfortunately, in our country, Trinidad and Tobago, for the most part, we are
users and not developers of science and technology. The Government of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has, since the 1970s, sought to develop a
national science and technology capability. The focus thus far has been on human
resource development and, to a lesser degree, scientific research.

1.55 p.m.
Mr. President, there are some seven major science and technology institutions

in our country. The principal ones are the Caribbean Industrial Research Institute,
(CARIRI), the Institute of Marine Affairs (IMA), and the National Institute of
Higher Education (Research, Science and Technology) (NIHERST). In the area of
human resource development, the capability of the University of the West Indies,
St. Augustine Campus has been strengthened in the areas of engineering, science
and agriculture. In addition, Government support continues to be given to the
John Donaldson and San Fernando Technical Institutes.

More recently, a National Skills Development Programme was launched to
enhance the skilled manpower base of Trinidad and Tobago and the region by
providing increased opportunities to mechanics and artisans, as well as an
advanced technological training to support the current industrial development
thrust of Trinidad and Tobago. Forming a virtual complement to the National
Skills Development Programme is the more recent National Energy Skills Centre,
which provides advanced training specific to the energy sector in Trinidad and
Tobago.

I am sure one will agree that the achievements I have cited seem rather
insignificant when we compare ourselves with nations like the United States,
Singapore and Malaysia to name a few. A number of factors account for the
relative underdevelopment of science and technology in Trinidad and Tobago.

One will recall that I began my contribution by indicating that a society's level
of socio-economic development determines its capability to acquire and use
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scientific and technological knowledge. Secondly, technological change and
innovation is a significant contributor to productivity and economic growth, but,
Mr. President, is this a vicious cycle that cannot be broken?  I think not. In fact, it
is a cycle that can be broken, once there is a commitment to channel financial
resources into these areas.

The achievements mentioned previously indicate that past administrations
have not invested heavily in science and technology in Trinidad and Tobago. Mr.
President, from as far back as the early 1980s, the government of Singapore
formulated a strategy to increase the number of information technology specialists
produced annually from 800 to 8,000 within a period of 10 years. This goal was
achieved ahead of schedule in that country and by 1990, there were some 1,200 IT
graduates being produced each year from the University of Singapore, and two
other polytechnic institutes in that country. In addition, just as it is routine for
housing developments here in Trinidad and Tobago to provide houses with water
and electricity, in Singapore, wiring for IT connections in housing developments
is just as routine in that country.

A nation's level of technology will depend on the quantum of public and
private resources that are channelled into science and technology. I will elaborate
on the areas in which Government is making this investment or creating what I
would like to call a “facilitating environment” for such investment. But let me,
first of all though, deal with two other factors that I believe retard development in
this area. They are a lack of policy coordination and operational linkages between
institutions in this country, and a limited human resource base—as identified in
the Motion moved by Prof. Julian Kenny—which results in reliance on so-called
foreign expertise that may sometimes be incompatible with domestic conditions.

Mr. President, the Government recognized that lack of policy coordination
and its first step was to draft a national policy on science and technology for
Trinidad and Tobago. This policy envisions Trinidad and Tobago using science,
research and development, technology and innovation as the fundamental
ingredients to advance itself into the grouping of industrialized countries.

The instruments to achieve this goal are:
(a) An industry-driven focus for research and development;
(b) Education and training;
(c) A coordinated results-driven science and technology infrastructure;

(d) The establishment of a competitive pool of funds;
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(e) Partnerships and alliances among key stakeholders; and

(f) Fiscal incentives to industry for promoting research and development
in Trinidad and Tobago.

Within the central public service, one of the strategic objectives of my
ministry is to strengthen the nexus between public policy and service delivery in
Trinidad and Tobago. Our first step in this direction will be to establish a forum
where research and project personnel in the public service can come together to
network and exchange information and ideas. In the short-term, we simply want
to provide an opportunity for cross-sectorial discussions, to improve programme
and project design and ensure that there is collaboration to facilitate
implementation. The long-term objective, however, is to shift public service in the
direction of a proactive research agenda. We believe that this focus can be
achieved if this forum is widened over time to include some of the quasi-
government organizations to which I referred earlier in my contribution.

Mr. President, in the area of human resource development, we all have a role
to play in this regard. Prof. Kenny, in moving this Motion, notes that it is widely
accepted that scientific research and individual human curiosity and creativity
frequently drive technological innovation. The challenge, then, is for those of us
who are parents, teachers and employers to create an environment that fosters
curiosity and creativity.

In today's language, management consultants refer to this as a learning
environment in order to promote and support what is called “life-long learning”.
This Government has agreed that it will adopt a more integrated approach to
developing the country's human resources in science and technology. Our strategy
will be to collaborate with industry and other stakeholders to develop and
implement more innovative and relevant training programmes to better prepare
graduates to participate in the world of work and to upgrade their knowledge and
skills on a continuous basis.

Mr. President, one such example is the establishment of the College of
Science, Technology and Applied Arts of Trinidad and Tobago (COSAATT). The
goal of this college is to strengthen the nation's infrastructure at the non-university
tertiary level. In addition, this Government has secured Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) funds to revamp our secondary educational system to
give it a more practical orientation.

It is the belief of the Prime Minister and the Government that by being a role
model, Government can encourage industry or, more importantly, the private
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sector to develop stronger linkages with training institutions in our country. Such
a development will certainly help to leverage this nation forward in terms of
competitiveness. We all say it, but it remains to be seen how many of us reinforce
the spoken word with action. Surely, if as a nation we truly believe that in order to
respond, adapt and grow in today's rapidly changing technological environment,
we must embrace an attitude of life-long learning and skills updating, then there
would be a dramatic improvement in our national capability in the area of science
and technology.

Mr. President, I would like to briefly address the issue of inequality in the
global economy as it relates to the information technology applications in respect
of access and exclusion today. The information and communications technology
revolution is leading to rising inequality in many countries and between many
nations. Instead of the much predicted convergence, the world is witnessing
increasing concentration of income, resources and wealth among people,
corporations and countries.

While we must be ever mindful of the positive developments that have
emerged from the application of science and technology in facilitating the
provision of public services, productivity gains, improving the quality of life of
citizens, enhancing access to information and the facilitation of knowledge
sharing, we must also be ever conscious of the pitfalls associated with this
revolution which is anchored on a market-led development platform. We in
Trinidad and Tobago must ensure that our market-led development process does
not produce new dualisms or access gaps between the wealthier and the poorer
people in our country.

The Internet, which is the fastest growing communication tool ever produced
by mankind, had at the end of 1998, some 140 million users. It is predicted that
the number is expected to pass some 700 million users by the year 2001, but
income buys access and, according to the United Nations Human Development
Report, 1999, it takes the average Bangladeshi worker some eight years of wages
or income to purchase a computer in Bangladesh, whilst the average American
worker requires just one month of income to purchase that same computer. So,
there is a severe problem of access and exclusion as we produce or as we hurdle
into this technological revolution of which we are all aware and are prepared to
play our part in applying to our development process.
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2.10 p.m.
Mr. President, again, if we refer to the Human Development Report of 1999,

on page 36 of this report we see the United Nations Development Programme is
speaking to the issue of social fragmentation. I quote a particular paragraph in this
particular chapter on page 36:

“Uneven globalization is bringing not only integration, but also
fragmentation, dividing communities, nations and regions into those that are
integrated and those that are excluded.”

Mr. President, as you look at the literature what you find is widening
disparities in income, both within countries and between countries on a daily
basis. In fact, to quote again from this report:

“Gaps in income between the poorest and the richest people and
countries have continued to widen. In 1960, as an example, 20 per cent of the
world’s people in the richest countries had 30 times the income of the poorest
20 per cent, but in 1997, 74 times as much.”

So the gap is widening between countries and between people.

Even the Internet users today, 79 per cent are located in Europe and North
America. In places like Africa, particularly sub-Saharan Africa, they are now
regressing in times. Their per capita income today is what it was in 1960. So the
widening gulf between the rich and the poor, particularly in this period of
intellectual property rights, is expanding, growing and increasing.

Mr. President, I would like to elaborate at this time on some specific measures
that this Government is funding to improve our nation’s science and technology
capability. I have already dealt with the support being given to tertiary institutions
and the reorienting of the educational system in our country. This Government
has tried to improve the information technology infrastructure by removing all
duties on computers and accessories. We have also established a loan facility for
public officers to purchase computers and computer accessories. In addition, my
colleague in the office of the Prime Minister, Sen. The Hon. Lindsay Gillette, is in
the process of developing requests for proposals to establish a communications
backbone for the entire public service of Trinidad and Tobago.

I would like to share with this honourable Senate our vision for information
technology in the public service of Trinidad and Tobago. Our vision is that
information technology will function as a utility, like water, electricity and
telephones. The public service will have a common backbone that will link
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agencies nationally and internationally. Our vision is that agencies will conduct
business with their customers and with each other online. They will be able to use
the Internet and access external databases to improve their research capability.
Our vision is that Government will be truly interactive, government-to-
government, government-to-business, and government-to-citizen.

Mr. President, the communications backbone is just the first step in our vision.
It is recognized that it is not enough to just put infrastructure in place and believe
that the quality of service will change. A serious examination of business
processes is required and this can then lead to process improvement or even re-
engineering.

Mr. President, my Ministry is currently co-ordinating activities with what I
refer to as the high volume, over-the-counter service delivery agencies. For
example, the Transport Division, Immigration, Board of Inland Revenue,
Elections and Boundaries Commission, the Criminal Investigation Department
and the Registrar General, to determine whether their service delivery times and
public access to these services can be improved. The options being reviewed
range from flexible working arrangements to technological improvement. The
proposed communications backbone will, in fact, facilitate an integrated approach
to the provision of these services.

Mr. President, one of the major events of National Public Service Week, 1999
was an informatic park. This venture sought to showcase public service initiatives
in the area of information technology and to heighten the awareness of public
officers as to how their organizations can leverage on information and
communications technologies to enhance the quality and cost effectiveness of
service delivery. I was quite surprised to learn how many agencies have
developed web pages and formats for transacting service online. I must indicate to
Sen. Prof. Julian Kenny that many of them were the result of individual curiosity,
creativity and dedication. Government has allocated moneys in this fiscal period
for several information technology initiatives. One such initiative is the
automation of the services provided by the Population Registry, the Ministry of
the Attorney General and Legal Affairs. These services include the provision of
birth, death, and marriage certificates. This is just the first phase in a much more
complex project that will develop linkages with other agencies, for example, those
in the health sector.

Another example of Government’s preparedness to commit resources to the
development of information systems is the National Human Resource
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Management Information System. The Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives has
just completed a first cut at establishing this system. It is expected to provide
labour market, manpower, compensation and training-provider data that can
enhance the capability of both public and private sector organizations to
undertake manpower and compensation planning and to strengthen their training
administration functions. For example, such a system will help us to access data
on how many information technology professionals are being produced annually
in Trinidad and Tobago. By keeping track of labour market developments and
manpower demands, appropriate policy decisions can be made as to what type of
training programmes need to be encouraged in our country.

The public service is also seeking to improve its capacity to capture and store
up-to-date qualification, experience and skills information on its employees. An
automated human resource information system will improve the public service’s
capability to attract, maintain and keep personnel who have the skills to achieve
organizational goals.

Mr. President, the Government recognizes that information technology is
changing the way people live, changing the way people learn, work,
communicate, shop and play. It is a major weapon in the arsenal that countries are
amassing to help them make the transformation into knowledge-based economies.
This is where we are heading; this is where the world is heading, using
information technology for sustainable development, economic transformation
and social development, generally. But, as I said, we have to be always conscious
of the pitfalls that information technology must be applied in such a way that
there is access, and we must avoid, as much as possible, exclusion in societies
throughout the world.

Mr. President, I think that this Motion is a very positive and important one. It
gives us an opportunity to share with the Senate some of the initiatives that we are
taking to address the issue of information technology applications in the context
of science and technological research in Trinidad and Tobago, and for us to
recognize that, just a small island, Singapore was able, in the 1980s, to establish
what is called an “intelligence approach” to their development. I think Bermuda
also speaks to the issue of an intelligent island.

We have to ensure that in Trinidad and Tobago—we have already crossed into
the 2000 and we have a responsibility to invest much more financial resources
into this particular area. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is doing its
part, is playing its role in ensuring that we have, and we lay the infrastructure in
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our country, a technology infrastructure that can transform our public service and
our society into a competitive machinery to deal with the international challenges
of the coming period. We know the coming period is very hostile. We know that,
for instance, the challenges are very great, the rules of the games have changed,
and we have to adjust, adapt, grow and be flexible if we are to survive the
challenges of the coming period.

I thank you very much, Mr. President.

Sen. Muhummad Shabazz: Mr. President, it is really important to talk on
this Motion here this afternoon. It is important for the reason that a Motion like
this sets a direction, or at least allows us to look at where our country is going and
how some things are important in helping us to really build a nation.

In all developing or developed societies, one of the things to which a lot of
attention is paid is either invention or creation of new things. We would
understand that is why they are referred to as developed societies. We as a
developing nation must look forward to how we will develop our nation, not just
by following or becoming copycats, but by doing things that will make Trinidad
and Tobago stand out and make us proud of our country in this process of nation
building.

I have looked at certain things. There was a Dr. Griffith who found the cure
for ringworm in the coconut plant. As a matter of fact, he was the only person
who found the cure for that internationally. When I see Dr. Griffith, he is
someone of whom we must feel proud. When we could look at our scientists and
inventors who have created and done great things, in a way, this will help us to
feel proud and give us the inspiration to be able to do things to build a better
Trinidad and Tobago.

When we speak of development, we have looked at certain things. Neal and
Massy has a competition that allows young inventors to come up with new ideas
and do or create new things that would put Trinidad and Tobago on the world
map as a creative society.

2.25 p.m.

When we look at this competition we see so many great things and new ideas
coming out of our youths that all we must do and can do—if we want to develop
this society—is to help them to continue in that direction and in that frame of
development. It is our duty to help and to ensure that it happens.
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We in Trinidad and Tobago—it is sad and it must be an indictment on all of
us, past and present, and I am hoping that it will change in the future—look for
developments in doing something great such as building an airplane. I would like
to refer today to our panmen of Trinidad and Tobago. There is a man alive called
Bertie Marshall who did something called the “Bert” phone. If we remember
Bertie Marshall was the man who first brought amplification to steel pan. It was
an important thing. Today, when we look at the direction that the steel band is
going, somehow we know the steel band must be amplified to become smaller to
take it to the rest of the world. Because when one has to travel with 100 or 200-
plus pans, it is really not a viable thing. So it was something going in the correct
direction, he was working at Cariri. To us, it seems as though that was not
important. The type of development the steel band has made; the type of things
that steel pan has done for this country. Mr. President, mind you, it is the only
new sound, new invention as far as music is concerned, created in the last century.
[Desk thumping]

We as a people must have a vision for the things that we are doing. Maybe we
should go on and invent other things that we have already created; that we have
already invented; that the world is looking to take and some places are looking to
claim as their own and do something positive to help with the development of the
steel pan.

We look at music festivals. Is it not great? Is it not something to reach out to
and feel proud of as a Trinidadian? When you could see a nine-year-old, who has
never learnt music, go and play a classical tune on a steel pan, is it not something
to be proud of? Not only that, we have looked at the music festivals in this
country and the type of music that our steel pan has produced; the type of music
that they have come up with continually, and I am saying that it is a sad
indictment on the nation—past and present and I hope that it does not even go to
the future—that there is not even a proper concert hall in this country for steel
pan; there is not even a proper place that steel pan could be developed. We are
seeing countries such as Japan, Germany and all these other countries doing
research that one day steel pan would reach to a level in these countries.

Mr. President, do you remember the words of Stalin, “one of these days we go
wake up and we go say; if I did know, if I did know I would ah hold on to my
steel band and calypso.”  It is important that we take what we have and work
towards developing it thus making it far better, so that we, as Trinidadians and
Tobagonians, can walk and feel proud and say, “this is ours, this is what we have
done and feel proud about it and reach to the rest of the world feeling that we are
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no longer a third-world country but, at least, we are becoming first world. [Desk
thumping]

Mr. President, we need to look at other things. There is something called the
buffalypso in Trinidad. That again, was something created in Trinidad. It was the
bringing together of the buffalo and I think the cow, to bring up something that
was created or developed in Trinidad. We should have been pushing that to ensure
that we go further with it. We should have been looking at it as a source of
feeding our nation and our country. We need to look at these things that we
develop and feel proud about them.

Mr. President, I read the Guinness Book of Records for years and really and
truly I read about Garfield Sobers and all these other people in the Guinness Book
of Records. There are people I have seen and I have known but did not have an
intimate relationship with, but in the Guinness Book of Records there was a
lady—well, she is an elderly person now—by the name of Cynthia Yuille. She did
the lowest limbo dance in the world. She danced to something under like a coke
bottle and she had the record for limbo. That lady lived on the street that I grew
up on. Mr. President, you see how I can still feel proud and good for knowing
somebody who is in the Guinness Book of Records. If we could encourage our
youths to be better, to develop, to do things, it would make us come closer to
people who have succeeded, and it would give us the strength to believe that we,
too, can be successful. [Desk thumping]

Mr. President, I have heard the hon. Minister of Information just speak about
Singapore and one of the things he said about Singapore is that—he spoke about
information technology and that they had a goal. What is our goal as far as
research and technology is concerned?  What is our plan?  What do we intend to
achieve in certain areas in the next five years or three years?  In truth and in fact,
do we have a goal?  If we do not have a goal what policy would we be able to set
up?  We would come here and talk about computers and how we are now going to
a website and so forth, but we are not talking any serious thing about what we are
doing in research as far as creating and bringing us together as a nation. In nation
building we must highlight the achievements of those around us and feel proud
about those achievements and do things to help build a nation by knowing that
there are certain things about us that we can feel very, very proud about. We need
to work on that. I wish I could have advised this Government to go in that
direction. Even though this may sound political, the little time that they have they
should use it to do something in this direction to help build this country and make
it better.
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Mr. President, the Motion states:

“Be it Resolved that Government states and elaborates its policies…”

I heard two Ministers speak and I cannot say that they elaborated their policies
because, really, they did not state any real policies. I continue to read:

“..and priorities for the general direction of scientific research and
technological development in the country and measures which it might take to
ensure more efficient use of resources in the pursuit of these policies.”

At this point in time I would really like to advise the Government. We have spent
a lot of money doing a number of things. I thought the Minister of Finance said
that he would put a computer in every school. I think that was going in a good
direction. At least it would give our children access to computers to learn and try
to develop themselves. That project as we now know, has been a failed one. So
that what we have found coming out of them is a lot of talk about what they plan
to do or how they plan to do it, but really and truly they are not really doing
anything. We ask them to reach out.

When one looks at the crime situation in this country it is one that if we do not
find things for our youths to do; if we do not find ways to help them to develop,
crime could only become worse, because the devil finds work for idle hands to do.
That is what is happening in this country. We tried to develop it and I hope that
will continue.

The hon. Minister spoke about the John Donaldson Technical Institute; the
San Fernando Technical Institute. We brought into the schools’ system—such as
the Junior Secondary—certain skills that would help people reach out and try to
develop. I can safely say that they are trying to undo some of these in order to get
some other kind of a glory. I am saying, Sir, that we need to work and move on in
that direction. A lot of the moneys that they have been spending to do many
frivolous things such as Ringbang, the Miss Universe Pageant; many things—
maybe they might be good for our country when we have money—they could
direct a lot of those moneys into helping to develop the young people of this
nation.

2.35 p.m.
At the end of the day, Mr. President, they will try to blame us for all the

problems in the country, but they got a period of five years in which to do things
to help develop the youths and to bring this country into a nation. All we heard
was frivolous talk like national unity; all these things did not work. That type of
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technology did not work; all that was only talk. They got an opportunity. We ask
them, “What have you done with that opportunity?”  Beside developing and
working towards development, there was no real development to bring this
country into a nation. All they succeeded in doing was dividing this country and
making nation building go further away than it should at this time. Let us again
highlight the things that we have done, the achievements we have made, and I am
certain there are many. There are many things that could be done.

I heard Sen. Rev. Teelucksingh speak about the question of AIDS. Who says
that the cure for AIDS cannot be found in Trinidad and Tobago?  It can be found if
we continue to train our society to believe that we can do and achieve things. We
are training our society to believe that when something comes from outside then it
is important. You hear them speaking about the Singaporean model; this
Government has always spoken about that. Let us now find a Trinidadian model
and try to develop it and make it important with the only song: the song of peace
and the song of joy that has been given to us.

I do not know why we have not paid that kind of specific attention to the
steelpan when pan is all over the world, going all places in the world and people
are developing and doing research to make pan better in other countries. Why
have we not played that song which God has given to us?  A song of peace, a
song of joy and a song of love that we so much need in the country at this time.
Let us help to develop it to build a better nation.

Thank you.
Sen. Martin Daly: Mr. President, may I join in congratulating Sen. Prof.

Kenny for putting this Motion on our Order Paper. I would make a brief
contribution on the merits of the Motion. By way of introduction as I did last
week, may I say how pleased I am that we are having another working day in the
Senate. [Desk thumping] I think it is particularly significant that the Leader of
Government Business felt able to make a contribution today. I will quote Sen. Dr.
St. Cyr and say “a good one it was”.

When we have debates like this, and I go now to the resolution, we are asking
the Government to lay out for our inspection, as a Parliament, its policies about
the subject matter we are debating. In this case it is about scientific research and
technological development. We have had other motions about education and so
forth. The purpose of this is, first of all, to ensure that the Government has a
policy; secondly, to find out what it is; thirdly, to debate it intelligently; and
fourthly, to see whether we can have included in that policy ideas that may be
exchanged in the course of the debate.
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There has been much discussion about the alleged inability of the Government
to pass legislation in the Senate at the moment, but I just want to remind us that it
is not the business of this Parliament only to pass legislation. The business of this
Parliament is to debate policies and ideas, which is what we are doing today.
[Desk thumping] There seems to be some view out there, I think it was expressed
in a headline in the newspaper, “Senate stands still”. Well, I think by now, as a
result of our vote last week, it is perfectly plain that we do not regard the Senate
as standing still. We passed a Bill that had a deadline to be passed last week and
we did so efficiently and in the usual way, and that was a fruitful day. Today is
Private Members’ Day, we are conducting a debate in science and technology and
we are having a fruitful day.

I have never looked at the Standing Orders, but speaking for myself, as long
as the Senate has a quorum we can do business, regardless of what is happening
with Mr. Smith and Mr. Brown. Indeed, Mr. President, I looked at the Order
Paper today and there are 19 bills on it. Taking the most pessimistic view about
those 19 bills, there are such nuts and bolts things that need to be done, there are
at least 10 bills that we can get on with while there is a difficulty between Mr.
Smith and Mr. Brown.

I say this because frequently in debates I say, from my respectful point of
view, what is the business of the Parliament. One of the businesses of the
Parliament is to debate ideas, not merely to pass legislation. It is just as much as
the business of the Parliament as we have certain standing committees. We have
standing committees on privileges and all these different things, and that is work
to be done by the Senate. We also have other select committees that have work to
do, so to take a rather monochromatic or one-dimensional view of the work in the
Senate is, in my respectful view, to participate in playing a game.

Regrettably, some of my asides receive wider currency than they should, that
is why I refer to them. We cannot play some game that the Senate is at a standstill
when we have four or five different types of business that we can be getting along
with, and this is a perfect example. When I congratulate Sen. Shabazz for his
bringing up the question of the steelpan in the context of this Motion, I would say
a few things about that. We have to be very clear about what is the business of the
Senate. I do not know what they do in the other place, but that does not concern
me; I know what is our business.

Mr. President, I assume that we are going to hear from other speakers on the
Government side on this very important matter. Indeed, I assume there is a
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minister who is responsible for scientific and technological development,
probably he is on his way here, because we have much time this afternoon. We
have until 6.30 p.m. before we have to move a Procedural Motion. I think it is
very important that we hear from the Minister who is responsible for science and
technology, whoever he is.

I do not want to rain on Sen. Shabazz's parade, but the steelpan is a perfect
example of something that was uniquely ours to which we have failed to bring
any scientific or technological thought to the subject. We have singularly failed!
Round about 1944, let us say, during the Second World War, this musical
instrument was discovered; we all know the story. It was discovered and
improved upon by the manual labour; it was manual labour as well as the intellect
of the steelpan pioneers. But in my respectful view—I feel very strongly about
this—in the 40 or so years since we have been blessed by this discovery, we have
not moved beyond the application of natural intelligence and manual labour in the
development of the steelpan.

In fact, look at some of the problems that would require something more than
natural intelligence and manual labour: a full orchestra is a cumbersome thing to
move, so we have talked about the standardization of the steelpan and we have
talked and talked and talked. That is essentially a scientific question: how
someone can tune a pan in Munich, Sydney, Australia or Paris, France to an
acceptable standard, as someone can tune a piano to an acceptable standard, so
that the world famous pianist does not have to carry his piano from Munich to
Sydney to Paris?  That is the thing!

That does not mean in the case of an instrument like this, since certain parts of
it are portable just like a violin, some people will have a particular pan that they
have had tuned by a particular tuner that they think is tuned to a standard that goes
beyond the normal tuning, if you want to call it that; and that is fine. But that is
the first way in which we have failed the steelpan as leaders. It is one of the few
things in this country that is kept alive by the people who are involved in it,
without any real leadership from the people who control the country's resources.
So the standardization is a scientific and technological problem and that has to do
with mobility, making it more mobile.

As crowds have gotten larger, the steelband has been put out of work in public
fetes, because crowds are too large, quite apart from the problem of the desire for
deafening electronic music; rest that aside. I was involved in this with a club to
which I belonged for many years; most fete promoters are happy to accommodate



Scientific Research (Policy Guidelines) Tuesday, February 01, 2000
[SEN. DALY]

604

a steelband along with Xtatik and the this and the that and the other, but if you
have 20,000 people and you have the pan in its present state, it simply cannot be
heard. Acoustically it cannot reach through a crowd of 20,000 people no matter
how high you perch it.

Of course, we should have encouraged the scientific and technological
development by which the steelpan could be amplified in a way in which its
enabled sound would be heightened and not lost; we have not done that. On
Carnival Tuesday a few of the bands: Invaders, Starlift and Tripolians used to do
it; come out on a truck or an altered Public Transport Service Corporation bus
with some fairly primitive amplification so that they could be heard above the
hubbub. Then we talk about the Bomb Competition and the fact that the steelpan
can play other types of music as well, but how can it be heard above the hubbub?

On a Jour o’vert morning if you come up Tragarete Road between NIPDEC
House and Green Corner, which is a famous route, many good men have fallen on
that route, if you get there and the crowd is tight—Sen. Theodore is enjoying
this—and the breeze is against you, the breeze is blowing from east to west, if you
are in a certain section following the band you do not hear any music at all. You
only hear the chipping of feet, and that is a tragedy. Those are the things that are
helping to keep the steelband off the road. That is a perfect example of why we
need to get serious about science and technology.

So, what do we have? Our finest intellects in the instrument go to universities
abroad where they give them every facility, to do what?  To take their natural
ability and marry it to computerized technology, so that if a man is hearing a note
in a particular clarity or form, he can reproduce it and perfect it scientifically. If
you can reproduce and perfect something scientifically, then you can acquire
intellectual property in it, it has a value, people make money and get value added
for their labour.

We have accepted far too easily that we can no longer patent the steelpan
because it is in the public domain. That may be so, but if you have scientific and
technological development within a basic technology that is already known and
you can develop improvements within that, then, of course, you can patent those
and they become the intellectual property of the inventor, and it redounds to the
benefit of the country.

Then, Mr. President, through lack of leadership we insist that we have the
same type of music, judged by the same people, for the same length of time, every
single year. All that has done is retard the progress of the development of the
instrument.
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2.50 p.m.
We as part of science and technology and research should be researching what

type of music—music is not only a question of what someone hears. As I
understand it—and I am not very musical—music is a question of what sounds
you can make in order to produce a tune. In the modern parlance, the young
people call it mixing. There is mixing in the D.J. world going on all the time—
mixing and remixing. Are we doing any of that and finding out what kind of
mixing and remixing and what kind of acoustical improvements we can make? I
hope Sen. Shabazz will forgive me for spending a little more time on something
that is very close to both of us, and it is a perfect example why we do not need to
have a waffly debate about science and technology.

We have things in our part of the world which are best seen to by us. It is very
nice of universities abroad—and they are not doing it because they are nice
people—to provide the facilities for the Mannettes of this world, but it would be
so much better if we were doing it, and if we were developing science and
technology for things that concern us.

Mr. President, I turn to another subject. What about bush medicine? All over
the world now people are—well I thought it was only in Jamaica they said “’erb”
but I hear on the network in North America they say “’erb” too—rediscovering
the value of herbal medicine. Well, I suppose I have periwinkle which would have
to be the parliamentary name for a plant that I know by another name. So we are
leaving it to others to explore the boundaries for the use of diabetes and cancer.
We are leaving it to other parts of the world to look at various herbs, some of
which do not even grow there. Here again, if there is a science and technology
policy, we can tap into the native intelligence, the native ability and know-how, a
natural intellect of the people who know about the use of the things that grow in
the wild. They know that certain things are used to produce various results but
they do not know it scientifically. They know it by trial and error, they know it by
instinct, by tradition. They do not know it scientifically, so they cannot develop it
either for the general good of everybody, so that nobody in Port of Spain would
drink a bush tea again because nobody in Port of Spain knows how to make it. If
we can marry the native ability, the native intellect and the native knowledge of
people to science and technology, we can develop these things, first of all, for the
general good of everybody and secondly, in order to add value to the knowledge,
and those are two things that are peculiar to Trinidad and Tobago: the steelpan is
one, and the particular herbs and the particular uses that we have developed for
those herbs.
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Of course, there are plants that grow here and in other parts of the world
outside of the Caribbean. It breaks my heart to know that most people do not
know that the poinsettia comes from tropical countries originally and all over the
world, and in Rockefeller Centre they put up a 100 ft Christmas tree and the base
of it is decorated with poinsettias, something that grows almost wild. It is a very
hardy plant. I think it grows wild in backyards, you cut it, the milk falls on you,
you stick it in the ground and it puts out leaves and in no time it is ready for next
Christmas. We have not cashed in on that, or the “doubles”, or any of the other
things that the world knows about.

I can only speak about things in my experience. Happily for me, I grew up in a
quieter time, so I know to cut a poinsettia after Christmas and after the milk fall
on you, you “chook” it in the ground, some leaves come up and you have a plant
next Christmas. We have not capitalized on that because we did no research, we
did nothing to develop the miniature poinsettia, we did nothing to make it—if
mutate is the right word—mutual in colder countries and now there are more
poinsettias displayed in cold countries than we display in our own. All of those
are opportunities lost to put us on the map. We keep complaining that the world
knows about reggae from Jamaica, it did not know about it by accident. The
Jamaicans worked on it and they sold it and I would not go back to my favourite
subject about how we are failing to work and sell things here.

Mr. President, those are but three examples of opportunities that we have
missed to develop things for local consumption, for export, and to add value to the
instinctive knowledge—which is extraordinarily high—of our people. That is why
it is incumbent on the Government to tell us what—as Sen. Prof. Kenny requires;
state and elaborate—are its policies and priorities. First of all, we want to hear
about priorities. Do you have a priority for the assistance of the steelband
movement? Do you have a priority for us to enter, however late, the development
and export of herbal medicine? Do you have a priority for us to improve on the
things that have been done by pioneers like Sen. Prof. Spence in horticulture?  Do
you have that as a priority? And if that is not your priority, what is your priority?
What measures are you going to put in place to make sure we do not continue to
lose these opportunities and that we do not lose other opportunities?

Exporting things is not about going to trade fairs and firing drinks with your
counterparts in those countries, which caused me to make some remarks recently
which apparently wounded many people. What is the point of going abroad and
having “chin chin” with your counterparts abroad and you have nothing to sell
except a few hotel rooms in Tobago?  That is all you need to sell, so you do not
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need a multi-million dollar budget. So what?  You put us on the map and then
what? So everybody knows about Trinidad and Tobago and they are coming here
to do what? To hear a steelband? Let me tell you something, they could go as far
as China and hear a steelband now. We are a bit like the North Americans, they
divide North America in half, pick two regional champions and then they play for
the world series and get 72,000,000 people at US $400 a ticket to watch the world
series between Tennessee and St. Louis. We have something which is not a ball
game with which hopefully, we could win the world series. I am not so sure. I fear
that in generations to come, people up North who are playing the steelpan and
improving it with computerization—can I say the word “cut tail” in Parliament,
Mr. President?  We might get a “cut tail” in a world panorama so we might have
to follow, not because we are not good you know, but because we are not giving
our people the resources. It is not because we are not good. We beat anybody on
natural ability, but there are other things you have to do besides having natural
ability.

If there are scientific developments, you have to keep pace with those. This is
not a criticism of our natural ability, it is a tribute to our natural ability that we are
still so good in some of the things we do without a backing of science and
technology. Cricket is a different thing, that has to do with patriotism and feeling
shame and knowing how shame we feel when you do not play properly. That is
something different, that has to do with the spirit. No amount of science and
technology is going to make a man proud of his country, or prefer to be jumping
up in a band than beating New Zealand, but we would not go to that today. No
amount of science and technology will help you with that, maybe psychological
technology will help you with that, but not the science and technology about
which we are talking.

Mr. President, I want the Government to understand—Government with a
capital “G”—that when we put motions down like this, it is because we want to
tease out of them what are their thoughts on the subject. We do not want to hear
another fluffy speech about the most important musical invention of the 21st

Century and not backing it with the resources available to the state. Not that the
state must take it over and interfere with the people and tell them what to play.
Back it with the resources of the state, not with the state’s ideas. They have the
ideas, we have to back it with the resources, and a debate like this reminds us of
lost opportunities.

Hopefully, Mr. President, [Sen. Daly coughs]. Excuse me, I am suffering from
what I believe is now commonly called the “impasse”. [Laughter]  I hope that the
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Government will understand that part of our business in the Parliament is to bring
forward ideas so that the leadership of the country that is represented by those of
us who sit in this Parliament can debate ideas which would produce results, and I
am still idealistic to believe that will produce results that will inure to the greatest
good for the greatest number. I sincerely believe in that. So we are going to have
another round of Bomb, and another round of Panorama, and another round of 10
minutes of glory, and another round of “lamé à posh” in the North Stand and then
we stop.

If the tourist boat cannot go to St. Lucia, and it comes here too early or too
late in the year and they say: “Hey you guys, where is this instrument, where do
we go Harry?” “Weh yuh carrying them? In Crosby’s store to hear a CD?  “Weh”
“yuh” carrying Harry, when Harry steps off the boat, after Carlos explained to
Harry that we have something great here? When Harry comes, what would you
show him?  Would you carry him at Carlos’ house and play his CD?  We have to
get real, and the purpose of these motions is for us to get real, stop making fluffy
speeches, and stop fighting over piddling allocations for prize money and let us
start talking about allocations for development, not for prize money, and not when
some herbalist dies at 102 years, you then give him posthumously a Humming
Bird Medal Bronze, when his life’s work is finished. It is much too late. What
have you put in place to ensure that his intellectual property is developed and
carried on through each generation?

Mr. President, I hope with these few remarks on another working day in the
Senate, I have been able to share my idea of why Private Members’ Day is
important, and why motions like this one which put forward ideas for debate are
important and why we should have the fullest participation from the Government
Senators, even if they do not have the portfolio for science and technology. If it
was for example—and I am not being mischievous, I am just using private
knowledge—they know as much about herbs as Sen. Dr. Mc Kenzie and Sen.
Williams, it is a good thing for us to debate it and have their contributions.

It is this Tourism Bill which got us into all this trouble because the
Government said call the vote and “doh” worry. That is what happened you know.
The Tourism Bill got us into all this trouble. “Call the vote and “doh” worry, we
go pass it somehow.” When you finish with that Tourism Bill, and you get the
people down here, what local entertainment are you giving them? Some of the
problems that I have discussed in relation to the steelpan apply equally well to
other instruments that we have in Trinidad and Tobago which we have either
developed ourselves, or have been brought here by our forebears, and it is not just
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a question of organizing a paved place to put them, it is a question of using the
best available science and technology to make it sound good.

People in the music business tell me you could have no voice at all, or you
could have one as bad as mine and go into a studio in North America and sound
like Frank Sinatra in 30 or 40 seconds.

3.05 p.m.
Mr. President, as a matter of fact—I do not know if you still participate in

these things—but when you go to a public fete, there is a man with a big board—I
think they call it a mixing board, I am not too sure about the terminology—if one
fella in the brass blowing bad, he just pull down a switch—and the fella blowing
you know, but nobody hearing him, that is science and technology. So, when
there is a clash in Licensing between the two best brass bands, one band would
sound better than the other because the man on the mixing board would obliterate
those who are blowing bad that night. That is science and technology in real life
and we have to be researching and developing these things, if we are to take the
few things that we are good at and make them better. So, this is an important
debate and we have three and one half hours or three hours to go before we have
to move the procedural motion, so we could get in at least two or three other
contributions from the Government, on the important subjects of the steelpan,
herbal medicine and other lost opportunities.

Mr. President, thank you.

Sen. Danny Montano: Mr. President, I rise in support of the Motion and I
would like to congratulate Sen. Prof. Kenny on it. I would like to express
however, my disappointment over the fact, that once again we have another one
of these Motions and, unfortunately, we are facing a situation where the
Government, given the opportunity—I think this is the second day of this
debate—has yet to articulate its policies. They must have ministers who are
responsible for these areas; so it is left to us on this side of the Senate to debate
and to talk about the policies that we would like to hear or that we would like to
see in place, and the Government, steadfastly, refuses to stand to tell us, what
maybe we could talk about and I find that a great disappointment. [Desk
thumping] But it is hardly surprising because if you cast your mind back to four
years ago, it is quite clear that this administration came into Government, not
really expecting to form the Government and really had no policies of their own at
all. [Desk thumping]  They met a series of polices that were in place and they
have done something to carry on with some of those policies. The only policy that
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you can distinguish this administration by, is the policy that they are very serious
on ensuring that there is the enrichment of their friends and close associates.
[Desk thumping] Fortunately, we do not have too much longer to put up with that
situation.

Mr. President, we are now in a new century and the global economy is quite
different from what it was even a mere four or five years ago. I think that this
administration has completely failed to recognize that. We are now in the digital
age and the whole economic structure of society has changed. What happened is
that coming out of the industrial revolution, right up to the 1980s and the 1990s,
the industrial revolution created wealth of the upper level of the economic strata
of societies, and it took the better part of 40 or 50 years, from the 1950s right up
to the 1990s for the lower elements of the economic society to catch up with the
upper levels and there was a flattening of the spread of the economic piles as it
were.

With the advent of the digital age, what has happened is that those at the top,
that have been able to catch on to the advancements of the technology have been
able to leap ahead. There are companies outside there that are so big that the
companies themselves have budgets that are greater than most of the countries in
the Western Hemisphere. That is how big they are. What has happened is that the
gap is now widened again, because a certain strata of the society has been able to
latch on to the technologies. They have been able to move forward by leaps and
bounds and what has happened is that the lower elements have begun to lag
behind. On an economic basis, it is vital, it is absolutely essential that all parts of
our society be completely enfranchised and brought into the digital age. Now, that
is easily said but not so easily done.

Mr. President, the first thing—and I think it was Sen. Daly who said it—that
must happen is that there has to be a vision. That is the first thing. There must be a
clearly identified, stated vision of the future—what it is to be. After that comes
your managers and they will tell you how you can achieve that vision, that stated
objective. Without that stated objective, without that stated vision and without
that policy, nothing will actually happen.

Mr. President, what tends to happen is this, you get a little spasm on the part
of the Government and the Government says “Oh! We will put a computer in
every classroom.”  That is not a policy that is only part of a policy; that could only
be a part of a policy and while it might be a noteworthy one it is a small measure.
There are many parts to this equation and what you have to understand is that
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nothing is going to drive the research or the application of science or technology
other than capital.

Mr. President, in terms of developing the research locally within our high
schools and within our universities, the impetus from that must come directly
from the state. The capital must come directly from the state and I will talk about
that in a second. On the other side of the equation because we are now in a global
economy, we must be in a position to attract foreign investment in research. That
is what we should be doing. After all, we have an export processing zone, which
is a tax-free haven for companies that can come here to manufacture for export
only. The objective of that, of course, coming out of the policies of the 1970s and
1980s, was based on trying to optimize on industry and trying to optimize your
labour base using industry. We are now in a different situation. What we should
be doing is setting down EPZs for companies that are willing to come here to do
their research into such things like pharmaceuticals, but we have heard nothing
from the Government, nothing at all.

Mr. President, not only that, within the digital technology, there is a
tremendous amount of research that is going on. I mentioned it in my contribution
on the budget in October of last year. I pointed out that there are companies right
here in Trinidad and Tobago that are trying to develop software for application on
platforms that are brought in from abroad. The point that I was making then and
the point that I am making now, is that there are absolutely no facilities in place
from a fiscal perspective to assist companies like that, that are doing their own
indigenous development of computer software. None at all!

We spent a great deal of time debating the Tourism Bill in order to give fiscal
incentives to hotels. The technology in hotels has been around a long time but on
something as vital as this, and on an issue that I mentioned back in October, not
one Member on the Government side responded to anything that I said in that
regard and I spoke first, after the Minister of Finance, Planning and Development.

3.15 p.m.
Nobody mentioned anything about it. This means, Mr. President, that it passed

everybody high, wide and handsome. They just did not understand what I was
talking about [Desk thumping] but this Motion addresses itself directly to that.

One of the things for which the Government must be responsible is setting up
a framework of fiscal incentives in order to attract both locals and foreigners to
invest in research and technology. Mr. President, the amount of foreign exchange
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that we could earn as a result of that would be absolutely phenomenal but there is
a skewered kind of thinking on the part of the administration with respect to
Caroni (1975) Limited, for instance. Exactly what the raison d’être for Caroni
(1975) Limited is, I really do not fully understand. I know that the bulk of sugar
produced by Caroni (1975) Limited is exported in order to earn foreign exchange
but Caroni (1975) Limited itself is an importer of sugar. I happen to know that
because there are companies here that have to buy sugar from Caroni (1975)
Limited. They are not permitted to import sugar for themselves.

Caroni (1975) Limited imports sugar at a premium of at least 15 per cent
above what these local manufacturers could buy it for and then resells it at a
premium to the local manufacturers. I fail to understand the logic of that when the
Government is trying to encourage the local manufacturers to export, using a raw
material that is more expensive than what his counterpart in North America could
buy it for. Mr. President, the only thing that the local manufacturer can then do, as
I said before, is to reduce his cost of labour, pay smaller labour rates in order to
have his end price competitive on the world market. The cost of that therefore
falls on the back of the working classes.

To get back to the issue, technology is it. Technology is the future. Trinidad
and Tobago is blessed to have resources that no other island in the West Indies
has. We have a tremendous future but I hear the Minister of Energy and Energy
Industries talk about what I consider to be tokenism, saying that in the contracts
with the foreign firms that are coming down here to exploit our resources we have
to set up certain scholarships and so forth. The extent to which those promises are
extracted is a pittance. If you compare what we are doing to what Canada does,
the Canadians extract as much as 3 per cent on the cost of the contracts to be put
into scholarship funds. We are talking US $160,000.00. I remember the Minister
talking about that. That is a pittance. What is that really going to fund?  We need
to have a vision and when we have that vision we will then understand how it can
apply to all the different facets of what a government administration should be.

Mr. President, one can talk also about what is happening in the secondary
schools. It is no secret that the system of secondary education is failing the needs
of our children. There can be no doubt about that and something needs to be done
to change that. I think in a few months that would happen. One of the things that
this administration fails to recognize is that in recent years at least two fairly
significant private secondary schools have opened their doors in the Port of Spain
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area. Now, these private schools are very expensive. For one of them I understand
the fees run as high as $30,000.00 a year.

Now, I must say that we absolutely support that kind of move. If anybody
wants to do that sort of thing I think that it should be wholeheartedly encouraged
but what could be done is this. In order to relieve the burden on the state—Mr.
President, before I say that, just last week there were some visiting schools here
from Canada and one of these schools is looking to set up a school here. It is a
private school. So one of the things that the Government could do to foster this
type of advanced specialized education is to say to the private sector, “Look, if
you set up your own schools, we can give you a range of fiscal incentives such as,
in order to create the financing we will set up a situation, like we did in the
Tourism Bill, where the financing would be tax free to the banks”, so that the
schools themselves could have a lower rate of interest which would make the cost
of the education a bit less expensive and that, in turn, tends to foster the
investment in the private schools.

The Government could also say that whoever sends a child to one of the
private schools will get a tax break up to a certain amount, or something of the
sort, in order to try to relieve the state from the burden of having to educate those
who can afford to educate themselves. I would, however, put a proviso. If one is
going to give tax incentives like that, the schools should be told that they must
hold scholarship places open in each of the years for a certain number of students
who are less fortunate financially. [Desk thumping]  These are the schools that can
fund their own research and so forth and that thinking starts from early and that
should go straight on to university level, Mr. President.

It is very clear that there is a complete lack of vision and that is why we are
lurching from one crisis to the next as if we were in an alcoholic stupor because
there is no clear direction as to where we must reach. I can assure you, however,
that we have a vision on this side. [Desk thumping]  We know where we are going
and we know when we will get there. [Desk thumping]  We will deal with that
when we get there. I am disappointed that we are debating this without the benefit
of having heard what the Government has to say.

I think I heard the Minister of Public Administration say that one of the first
things they did was to come up with a policy for science and technology but—
[Interruption]—maybe I misheard him. [Interruption]  I do not know where it is.
Certainly after four years, if they are serious about education—and we know they
have had some problems with their educational system and their Ministers—we
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know that we would have had some clear statement. We are debating this Motion
and up to now I do not see anybody on the other side getting ready to make a
serious statement to tell us what they are talking about. Speaker after speaker on
this side of the House is exhausting what we can say without really being able to
discuss what the Government has to say. So, at the end of the day, we will all
have spoken and the Government will just make a pronouncement on us saying,
“Having heard what you have said, this is our policy”, and then there will be little
or no opportunity for debate.

Mr. President, that makes a mockery of the parliamentary system. [Desk
thumping]  You can do it and we will rise here and we will speak whether you
speak or not [Desk thumping] but it makes nonsense of the Parliament and we did
not come here to be made fools of. We have respect for the people of Trinidad
and Tobago [Desk thumping] and we will always rise to meet those obligations. I
thank you very much. [Desk thumping]

The Minister of Public Administration (Sen. The Hon. Wade Mark): Mr.
President, both Minister Lindsay Gillette and Dr. Morgan Job will be speaking on
this Motion at the next sitting. [Crosstalk]  Well, Mr. President, if we have
agreement on this matter, I would like to, at this point, adjourn the Senate.

Motion made and question proposed, That the Senate do now adjourn to
Tuesday, February 8, 2000 at 1.30 p.m. [Sen. The Hon. W. Mark]

Question put and agreed to.
Senate adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 3.25 p.m.


