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SENATE
Tuesday, May 21, 1991
The Senate met at 1.31 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MRr. PresipenTin the Chaif
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, | have granted leave of absence to the
following Senators from today's sitting: Sen. Allan Alexander and Sen. Una
Charles.

SELECT COMMITTEE
(APPOINTMENT)

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, | wish to announce a change in the
composition of the special select committee appointed to consider and report on a
private bill to incorporate the Sanatan Vidwad Vidyalaya and matters incidental
thereto.

Sen. Neil Bhagan has been appointed to replace Sen. Dr. Martin Sampath and
Sen. Salisha Baksh has been appointed to replace Sen. Robert Amar.

PETITION

Lions Club
(Diego Martin West)

Sen. Gerald Furness-SmithMr. President, | have the honour to present the
petition on behalf of the Members of the Lions Club of Diego Martin West who
are desirous of introducing a private bill for the purpose of incorporating their
organization.

| now ask that the Clerk be permitted to read the petition and that the
promoters be allowed to proceed.

Petition read.

Question put and agreed tbhat the promoters be allowed to proceed.
PAPER LAID

Report of the Auditor General on the Accounts of Small Business Development
Company Limited for the year ende@&mber 31, 1990Sen. Alloy Lequay]



374
Oral Answers to Questions Tuesday, May 21, 1991

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Caroni Racing Complex
19. Sen. Robert Amarasked the Minister of Industry, Enterprise and Tourism:

Will the Minister of Industry, Enterprise and Tourism advise this House on the
date for the commencement of construction of the Caroni Racing Complex?

The Minister in the Ministry of Industry, Enterprise and Tourism (Sen.
Dr. The Hon. Surujrattan Rambachan): Mr. Presidenton March 21, 1991, a
memorandum of understanding was signed between Government and the
promoters of the project. A memorandum of understanding sets out the main
points of the agreement between the parties to achieve the centralization of racing
at Caroni and the transfer of assets of the Trinidad Turf Club, the Union Park Turf
Club and the Arima Race Club, at present using the conduct of racing, to
Government, and the lease of the site at Caroni to the Trinidad Racei@itdd L
for the construction of the new racing complex.

In the meantime, the promoters of the project have continued their discussions
with financiers who, | am advised, are willing to make funds available to meet the
cost of construction.

The promoters have also been working with their consultants and contractors
towards commencement of the construction in the first half of 1991 and have given
Government the assurance that once the lease arrangements have been finalized, it
is reasonable to expect that construction will begin within the projected time-
frame. Thank you.

Sen. Amar. In view of what has been said to us, | should like to make two
small enquiries. Is there a cut-off date at which time we would decide whether this
project would be dropped or would be carried through?

Dr. Rambachan As | said before, the promoters have been working with
their consultants and contractors towards commencement of construction and they
have given Government the assurance that once the lease arrangements have been
finalized, it is reasonable to expect that construction will begin within the time-
frame, which is the first half of 1991.

Sen. Amar. In the Government's point of view, is there any perceived problem
or difficulty with regards to a lease arrangement?
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Dr. Rambachan There are no problems that | am aware of with which the
Government is concerned.

1.40 p.m.
Driving Standards

22. Sen. Wade Mark asked the Minister of Works, Infrastructure and
Decentralization:

Could the Minister indicate what measures have been taken to establish
proper driving standards, procedures and regulations at the various Licensing
Offices in order to safeguard and promote the interests of learners?

The Minister of Works, Infrastructure and Decentralization (Dr. The
Hon. Carson Charles):Insofar as the interests of learner-drivers extend to proper
driving standards, procedures and regulations at the various Licensing Offices, the
Licensing Authority promotes proper driving standards by instituting rigorous
procedures according to law for the examination and testing of learner drivers
before granting and issuing them with driving permits. | am satisfied that the tests
as designed and administered, ensure that persons who pass them are fit to drive
the class of motor vehicle for which they were tested.

May | also indicate, that driving test procedures are based on sections 47, 48
and 49 of the Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic Act, Chap. 48:50 and are
consistently applied to all applicants. They include written and oral examinations of
the applicant's knowledge of the rules of the road signals and road signs and a
practical driving test of the applicant's ability to operate a motor vehicle correctly
under realistic road traffic conditions.

Traffic Accidents

23. Sen. Wade Mark asked the Minister of Works, Infrastructure and
Decentralization:

Could the Minister state whether there has been any impact on the traffic
accident and road fatality rates since the amended Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Ordinance came into effect in 19807?

The Minister of Works, Infrastructure and Decentralization (Dr. The
Hon. Carson Charles):Mr. President, may | respond by indicating that over the
years 1980 to 1990, the actual road accident figures—fatal, non-fatal injuries and
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non-injury—have generally shown a downward trend. In the case of fatal accidents
this downward trend was particularly pronounced after the year 1986. May |
indicate that the figures for fatalities are as follows:

Year Fatality figures
1980 230
1981 201
1982 266
1983 229
1984 218
1985 220
1986 201
1987 178
1988 129
1989 134
1990 135

It is not possible for the Minister to state whether this trend can be attributed
to the provisions of the Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic Ordinance, Chap. 48:50,
as amended.

Sen. SpenceCould the hon. Minister state whether the Government has any
plans to introduce safety belts as a legal requirement?

Dr. Charles: First of all, let me indicate that it does not arise from the question
| just answered, but just for information, there is legislation on the books which
was passed some years ago concerning the use of seat belts. The Government
intends to implement that after some changes are made, because there is a
requirement for amendment of the legislation to make it more effective.

Sen. Furness-Smith:Would the hon. Minister not agree that the use of seat
belts is extremely important in reducing casualties on the road? Could he not
indicate what urgency then is going to be addressed to implementing the legislation
related to seat belts which was passed a good five years ago?
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Dr. Charles: Mr. President, certainly |1 agree that the use of seat belts could
assist in reducing fatalities, and serious injuries due to accidents. The deficiency
with respect to legislation will be corrected as a matter of urgency. However, let
me also indicate that we have emphasized the educational aspects of driving
behaviour, since we believe that it is far more important than the legislative aspects
in respect of the wearing of seat belts. | will repeat that these questions do not
arise, as | can see, from the question which was asked, and | am certainly quite
prepared to answer comprehensively to a question on seat belts.

Sen. Furness-Smith: Would the hon. Minister agree that the fall in the
number of accidents is in direct relation to the reduced number of cars on the road
in the last few years as a result of the recession?

Dr. Charles: Mr. President, on the contrary, although there has been a
reduction in the rate at which people purchase cars, there has not been a reduction
in the number of cars on the road. As one can see from the statistics which | gave,
the reduction was quite dramatic: 1986—201; 1987—178; 1988—129; 1989—
134. That certainly could not reflect a reduction in the number of cars on the road.

Sen. Furness-Smithis the hon. Minister suggesting then that this has a direct
correlation to the introduction of one-love?

Sen. Horne: Would the hon. Minister agree that the use of a seat belt is
sometimes a hindrance rather than a help? | speak from practical experience.

Dr. Charles: Mr. President, the Minister does not wish to speculate on that
aspect of the matter. | am sure the experts have spoken and they will speak at the
appropriate time when we come to seek the necessary amendments to the
legislation already on the books. At that time | will be better informed to address
such a matter as the hon. Senator has asked.

Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act

24. Sen. Wade Mark asked the Minister of Works, Infrastructure and
Decentralization:

a. Could the Minister indicate whether the Government is committed to an
amendment of the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act which would
cater for the establishment of professional driving instructors and the
necessary driving safeguards and regulations incidental thereto?
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b. If the response is in the affirmative, could the Minister also state precisely
when such amendments would be brought to the Parliament?

The Minister of Works, Infrastructure and Decentralization (Dr. The
Hon. Carson Charles):Mr. President, an analysis of driving test results in 1990 is
currently being undertaken by the Licensing Authority to determine the correlation
between types of driving instructors, that is, professional or amateur, and the
success and failure rates of learner-drivers. The Minister considers it premature
before the study results are examined, to speculate as to whether or not
consequential amendments to the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act may be
required to establish a class of professional driving instructors.

Sen. Mark: Could the Minister indicate why it took the Government until
1990 to institute such a study in order to establish the correlation between what is
taking place on the roads of Trinidad and Tobago and the need to amend the
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act?

Dr. Charles: Mr. President, there has been no evidence or statistics available,
to suggest that there was pressing need to introduce a class of professional driving
instructors. The statistics which | read earlier indicated that one could achieve
substantial reduction in loss of life and other injury by taking other action in
respect of the behaviour of drivers on the roads. It was as a result of representation
to the Ministry for the introduction of such a professional class of driving
instructors that it was decided that such a study would be undertaken. There was
absolutely no indication before that there was reason why one should create such a
professional class of driving instructors since, in fact, the amendment that was
undertaken to the Act in 1980, did remove that professional class of instructors
and the results seemed to have justified our assumption that other action can be
taken to reduce fatalities and other accidents on the roads.

1.50 p.m.

Dr. Charles: Mr. President, | do not understand why the assumption is being
made that there is any need to go back to 1950. I think in 1980, amendments were
taken, by the Parliament, to remove that special class of professional driving
instructors. As | indicated, our results showed that by taking other action, one
could reduce the extent of fatalities and other serious accidents. It is only as a
result of representation by certain persons to have a professional class of
instructors reintroduced, we thought that since we did not see any reason why that
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had to be done, we would examine their representations by conducting such a
study. This is what is now being undertaken.

Sen. Mark: Mr. President, is the Minister aware that the Professional Driving
Instructors Association has been making representation to his Ministry since 1987
with a view to getting this particular amendment to the Act enforced? Why is it
that only in 1990 the Government has begun a study on this particular issue?

Dr. Charles: Mr. President, | indicated that certain persons, including the
former professional instructors, have made representation. | am not aware that
they began making representation in 1987, but | am aware that they have made
representation. As | said, we have begun a study, which is quite comprehensive, in
order to determine whether we should go back on the decision which was
introduced in 1980. That obviously requires comprehensive study.

Mr. President: Sen. Mark, it seems that an argument is being developed
rather than information being sought. The purpose of a question is to seek
information, for which the Minister is responsible, but you seem, to me, to be
introducing some argument as to why something was not done before a particular
date. Are you seeking information on a supplementary question, Sen. Furness-
Smith?

Sen. Furness-Smith:ls it Government's policy to introduce a fundamental
study every time some body of citizens put forward a representation, whether self-
serving or not?

Sen. Mark: Could the Minister indicate when this comprehensive study is
going to be completed? Could he give the Parliament some kind of appreciation of
a tentative deadline for its completion?

Dr. Charles: Certainly, Mr. President, we expect it to be completed by
August.

SECURITY FIRMS
[SeconpDAY]
Order read for resuming adjourned debate on quediiday 06, 1991]
That the bill be now read a second time.
Question again proposed.
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Mr. President: There is an amendment to the motion which was proposed by
Sen. Mark and seconded by Sen. Dr. P. Persad. It reads:

"Substitute for the words ‘through the Ministry of Labour’ occurring at the
end of the resolution, the following: ‘and should institute the necessary
machinery to monitor and regulate the activities through the Ministry of

Labour, Employment and Manpower Resources'.
The motion and the amendment are now open for debate.

Sen. Dr. Prakash Persad:Mr. President, firstly, allow me to congratulate
Sen. Lequay for bringing forward, in his private capacity, such a motion. It has
been established that there is a need for security firms. As a matter of fact, it has
been established that there is a growing need for security firms. One needs to
examine why there is this growing need. If we understand the parameters that
contribute to this growing need, we can understand why exploitation in this sector
is taking place.

First, | propose to look briefly at the situation that is causing this growing need
for security firms. | quote from the Editorial of tisainday Expressof April 14,
1991, page 8:

"In this nation of 1.2 million souls, a robbery occurs every hour and a half;
a violent robbery takes place every three hours. Every 4.3 days, someone is
murdered. Every two days, a woman is raped. Break-ins occur once every
hour, as do violent crimes."

Mr. President | can quote more and more, for instaBoaday Guardiamf May
19, 1991, the editorial again—

"Crime has citizens under siege"

One must recognize that the security firms are used not only for the guarding of
businesses but also for the guarding of homes of private citizens. Therefore, these
articles that | am quoting have, indeed, relevance to the demand situation that is
taking place.

Mr. President, | quote again fromminidad Guardianof May 7, 1991, page 1:
"....public relations officer of the Royal Bank, was attacked and beaten..."
on her way home.

Again, fromTrinidad Guardian May 16, 1991, the headline reads:
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"Underworld crime now imnT—Toney".
Trinidad Guardian Thursday, February 21, 1991, page 8:
"Marabella Crime Waves".

Apparently, what is happening is that businesses and employees of businesses
and private citizens are being attacked. It would make it even worse if | quote
from Sunday Expresof March 3, 1991, page 8, under a Lennox Grant column. |
guote the title of the article which says:

"When the police leave the impression that even they are under siege and
even overrun by crime, what is the citizen to feel?"

2.00 p.m.

Lastly, I quote the headline from tieinidad Guardian of Monday, May 20,
1991, "Breakout At Carrera" and at the side of it, there is an article which says that
the breakout at Carrera is a rare event. It seems quite clear, that apparently, the
country is under siege and one must sympathize with the police even if they
themselves feel under siege and overwhelmed with the crime.

If you look at the crime statistics over the period from January 01, 1990 to
February 20, 1991, 18,920 crimes werennotted over a period of 424 days. It
works down to 45 crimes a day, or every half an hour there is a crime in this
country. Obviously, something must be done. As a response to this deluge of
crime, this situation of siege under which citizens and businesses must live, one
understands that there must be a growing need for security services.

In addition to the statistics, one must deal with perception and lately, due to
the nature of what one may term “high profile violent crimes” against not only
properties, but also against people in the properties, the perception has been
created that the state protective services are not adequate to deal with the
situation. Indeed, it would seem that they have admitted such. One understands
why there is a need. So, obviously this being a free market economy, if there is a
need for business, one understands that entrepreneurs would indeed go into
business.

| hope that this is not the idea or method of the present regime of creating
businesses, by allowing a high crime situation. There is obviously a need for a
partnership to take place—to use a much bandied about word, a sort of tri-sector
partnership—in which the police and armed forces, and | state not only the police
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services but the armed services should be included—together with the citizens of
this country and security firms, because while we would like very much to live in a
situation or in a country that is crime free or a country which has a very low rate of
crime, such utopian ideal we know cannot exist.

Therefore, we recognize the need for security firms but one should tackle the
problem in a holistic fashion. Therefore, the police, the armed forces and the
citizens should play an active role in combatting crime. If the police and the
citizens take an active role in combatting crime, the role of the security firms might
be diminished a bit; the market demand for them might go down, and the
exploitation that takes place—as my good friend, the hon. Sen. Mark pointed out
so clearly last week—would be reduced because market forces would be at play. If
everybody is in need of security firms, obviously there are going to be security
firms, and everybody will try to exploit the situation and, of course, if a man can
pay people very low wages and get away with it one expects he would do so. We
condemn such actions but nevertheless, the reality of the situation is that people do
So.

Despite the fact that he has moved this motion in what | would term a private
capacity as a Senator, nevertheless he is the General Secretary of the party that
forms the Government, in his mind he must have recognized that probably the
Government did not see it fit to include this in its parliamentary programme.
Nevertheless, he had the courage to do so.

| hope that in his wind up in this debate he would indicate to us what is the
enunciated policy of the Government on the upkeep of the armed services with
particular reference to the police service, because as | indicated previously, the
more effective the police force is, the demand for security firms would be less
because one would expect that there would be less crimes.

What is the policy of the Government on the upkeep of transportation? How
many vehicles does it project to give to the police force every year, two vehicles or
none, or take away a few? What is its projection of the manpower levels and is it
utilizing the current technology to combat crime? | think these are some of the
guestions he must answer because despite the fact that he is a private Senator, he
is the Leader of Government Business.

The question is, why now? Why did Sen. Lequay decide to debate this topic in
this current term of Parliament? Again, | must congratulate him on his courage for
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having done so in stark contrast to his Government not taking any action on it. The
cries and requests for investigation of security firms are not new, they go way back
to 1985. In one editorial of thExpress dated December 9, 1985, one citizen
suggested that the Ministry of National Security should have taken steps a long
time ago to investigate these firms.

Again, | have an article here from theT Mirror, February 17, 1987, in which
there is a big picture of the then Minister of National Security, titled "Sen. Herbert
Atwell Probes the Security Guard Companies”. | quote from the article which
says:

"Our investigation was prompted by a revelation in the Garvin Scott
Report which stated on page 89 that a number of security personnel in
Trinidad and Tobago were either ex-patients of St. Ann’s Hospital or were
mentally ill.

The Mirror also discovered that for a number of years National Security
Ministers preceding Herbert Atwell were approached by members of the
American Society for Industrial Security of which there is a chapter in
Trinidad, with proposals for implementation of legislation."

Today, there is an ex-Minister of National Security, indeed, a Ministry in which
there were so many complaints and requests for the Government to probe security
guard companies and no action, none whatsoever, was taken.

2.10 p.m.

Now we have today a motion moved by Sen. Lequay on the very same issue. |
guote from theExpressof January 30, 1988 headlined "Govt. studying security
firms":

"The Ministry of National Security wants to regulate the private security

business in Trinidad and Tobago. So, before legislation can be drafted, the

Ministry is now doing a study of the 135 existing security companies."

That was 1988 when it was 135; now it is nearer to 235.
Also from theTrinidad Guardianof July 5, 1985:

"The AsIS" (that is the local chapter of the American Society) "is attempting to
have Government introduce legislation to license and regulate private security
companies."
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So we have had this request since 1985.

We have a former Minister of National Security who sits here, and maybe he
should contribute to this debate later on to say what he has done. We have the
present Minister of National Security, Minister Toney, who says that legislation is
being drafted. | ask, where is the legislation? Since we have not seen any, one
presumes it is being drafted. If it is being drafted, what is the status? Has it been
drafted and put on the shelves of the Law Commission to collect dust while the
country needs an answer? Indeed, the country is owed an answer.

| come to the issue of recruitment. | quote some of the incidents as reported in
theTrinidad Guardian:

March 1989:
“A 24 year-old security guard was charged with stealing more than $500,000."
June, 1989, and | am continuing to quote from the same source:

"A 52 year-old security guard was charged with possession of an illegal firearm
and ammunition."

July 1989:

"A security guard was charged with stealing more than $58,000."
July, 1989:

"A security guard broke into the Hall of Justice.”
December 1989:

"Two security guards attached to the Ministry of Justice and National Security
were arrested and charged with alleged blackmail of a couple in Carenage."”

This last one is quoted from tBxpressof March 20, 1991.:
"Security guard arrested for theft of $49,000."

Mr. President, despite appeals to the Government, despite the fact that even
those employed by the Ministry of Justice and National Security were arrested and
charged for blackmail, despite the fact that a security guard broke into the Hall of
Justice, nothing was done. Maybe if the Government has a moral authority, or
indeed, has a conscience, it would give the country an answer.
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It is crystal clear from these incidents that | have related that there is something
wrong with the method of recruitment in security firms. There is no check. Just
about anybody can get into a security firm. One understands that if there is some
big thief out there who wants to get a good opportunity to steal, then maybe it is a
good idea to join a security firm. Then you have it at your disposal to do so. Is it
the Government's policy to encourage stealing this way? Is this how they intend to
redistribute the national debt? | do not know. | am asking. | am not saying that this
is so, but I am asking. In the face of such extreme incompetence, one must ask
these questions. Indeed one is duty bound to do so.

| quote again from thBombdated December 15, 1989:

"Criminals have smashed their way into the heart of national security as
they now hold official police permission to carry guns and ammunition and
they brazenly stand guard in front of stores, shops, cinemas, dance halls, and
even government departments.”

How long can we expect this situation to continue?

Mr. President, if | come to the area of training, having given an indication as to
the type of people who are hired as security guards, these same people are hired to
guard Government departments. What sort of training are these security guards
given? Again, | quote from tHexpressof September 24, 1985:

"...when the level of training within the ranks of this body was considered, the
potential for awesome difficulties for law enforcement, the protection of life
and property in the country was positively mind-boggling. He (Commissioner
Eustace Bernard) cited constables as an example because of what he termed
their inadequate initial training and the paucity of opportunities for upgrading
training."”

| will not go into this lecause my good friend, Sen. Wade Mark was extremely
lucid in his description of the lack of training that these security officers receive.

There is another side of the coin. What is lack of training? You have people, to
put it euphemistically, of dubious characters who get in and steal under the guise
of security guards, but not all security guards are deficient in character. There are
those who are honest, who are good, who are committed to the job that they do,
despite the fact that they are exploited. What sort of dangers do these honest ones
face as a result of the lack of training and aggravated by the Government's callous
attitude in refusing to pass legislation to rectify the situation?
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| quote from an article in th&unday Guardiarof July 15, 1990. It says
January 1981, Leo Bartholomew, a security guard, was shot with a service
revolver in Laventille. Septembet983, "David Joseph, a security guardied
himself with a service revolver while playing Russian roulette. In 1987, David
Charles, a security guard, was shot dead by a man who attempted to rob a
restaurant in Port-of-Spain. October 1989, Leroy John was beaten unconscious by
bandits. So that security guards have inadequate training. They go to work and
they are beaten, shot and killed. Something must be done about this. Indeed, it is a
sad situation.

| come now to what | call the dogs issue, and | want to quote from an article in
the Expressof February 2, 1991, "Evidence of Cruelty”, by Sakal Seemungal who
is the Chairman of the Northern Branch of the Trinidad and Tobago Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals:

"People who are unconcerned about the suffering of animals or who are
not moved to pity by the sight of an injured dog or cat or who look the other
way when confronted by such suffering, lack the milk of human compassion
and are poorer for it as human beings."

The reason | use this issue is that, as one drives along the roads of Trinidad
and Tobago on one's business, one sees the employees of many security firms with
their dogs guarding businesses: gas stations, supermasketsetera Mr.
President, since a small boy, | have always loved dogs, | have always taken care of
dogs and | have always had dogs. One can look at a dog and understand when it is
sad or when it is badly treated or when it is happy, and it comes across clearly that
| am yet to see a dog that works in a security firm that looks well-fed, looks well-
groomed and looks happy. Who could be happy guarding under this sort of
situation, even if a dog is man's best friend? And indeed, dogs must be man's best
friend. He could not be happy if he knows that his firm is charging $27 for him and
$2.00 for his colleague, a man. If he is man's best friend, he must be unhappy. So |
will leave out the happiness part.

The dog must be unhappy because his best friend is beirgated and
exploited, but at least he can look well-groomed. | am sure whilst some dogs tend
to be exhibitionists, they have no desire to exhibit their ribs, and one can count
ribs. | am sure some entrepreneurs are going to come across and tell people there
is no need to buy these counting boards for children, carry them for a drive and let
them count the ribs on the dogs; they can learn to count that way. What is
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happening? Who is taking care of these dogs? Is the Government waiting for a
rabid dog to bite somebody to start the spread of rabies in this country and then
they are going to do something?

Mr. President, you know, interestingly there is a draft bill on dogs. |
understand that the Law Commission has worked on a draft bill concerning dogs,
and it is commented upon by the Trinidad and Tobago Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals. It has been shelved. | understand that the Government says
that this bill is of no relevance to us in its important legislative programme. It is
gathering dust on the Law Commission's shelves, the draft bill on dogs. Mr.
President, those who lack compassion for animals are poorer as human beings.
How true! It is a sad situation. If you have been on the highways where you see
these dogs being transported, they are piled on top of one another biting and
snapping. Something ought to be done about this. But then, will a government
with no heart for human beings have a heart for dogs?

The last issue | want to raise is that of economics of the security firms. We are
all taxpayers of this country. | have been paying tax into the coffers of this country
since | was 21, and | pay a substantial amount of tax, and | am not unique. We as
citizens pay tax for protective services. In the face of massive incompetence, the
Government allows the security forces of the country to deteriorate, and now we
have to pay for it, Mr. President, when we go to the grocery.

2.25 p.m.

Mr. President, when we go to the supermarket, other than paying for the
increase in prices due to the 15 per ocexit, we have to pay for the cost of the
guard and his best friend. Maybe the minimum is $30 per hour—$27 for the dog
and $3 for the man. Am | right? Who pays for this? It is the consumers. So we pay
tax to be protected, then we have to pay the supermarket, other theyt thibe
security levy that the supermarket puts on us. | am sure that when the Petroleum
Dealers’ Association wants a higher margin of profit, it is because they have to hire
security guards with dogs, so we might have to pay more for gas now. Maybe we
should introduce a dog tax. We have been double and triple taxed, taxed all
around. Who pays it? It is the consumers.

| remember in 1976 when my parents were extending the house, we put all our
possessions outside and we slept outside. Nothing was stolen. Can you do that
now? | lived at Santa Margarita and when the landlord was burglar proofing the
house, he came to a small window behind the toilet and | said, "There is no need to
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burglar proof that, it is too small." Today, | regret those words because | came
home one evening and saw the entire house helter skelter—things thrown on the
ground; clothes scattered all about; my shelves with books thrown all over. When
people suffer that sort of trauma of robberies, think about how many man-hours
are lost when one goes to work and has to call home 10 times. Maybe that is an
idea of raising revenue; you use the phone more. It has a traumatic effect. One has
to understand the trauma that you go through; one has to understand the decrease
in productivity in this country because of these sorts of crime situations.

| moved from Santa Margarita because | thought it was unsafe and | came
down to the plains in Curepe. Lo and behold, | came home one afternoon and
found that they broke open my back door; they took a fork and threw it at my dog;
they pelt a cutlass at my dog and robbed my hoybgeruption] | am a
Trinidadian. If you direct such energies towards your law practice you may do
better.

| thought Curepe was unsafe so | went to Aranguez, San Juan where | was
born. I had moved my clothes into my new house one evening and then | went
home. | came back the next morning and found that eight doors were kicked open
and everything stolen. The next day, they broke open the concrete wall in the
house and came in. One understands the kind of trauma that one goes through
when these things happen. How can you work? How can you do anything? Think
about how many millions of dollars are logichuse of people who are traumatized
by this sort of crime.

Quite frankly—and this is important—when they broke into the concrete wall |
remember telling my brother, "I wonder what is the price of steel plates.” | had
gone so far to think that | should steel plate the walls of my house. You get
shocked by seeing people break through concrete; you no longer feel safe. Much
as | regret to say, | spent nine months sleeping with a cutlass because | was afraid.
It was not under the influence of Chinese movies, but | used to practise chopping
every night because | could not get a gun. This is the sort of situation to which you
are reduced.

The economics of this crime situation cut both ways in terms of the number of
hours lost. Despite the fact that | have been traumatized, | have lost—my house
costs more because | need to put half-inch instead of quarter-inch burglar proofing.
| do not feel safe. | have to mind more dogs. Is this how they intend to regenerate
the economy? Is this how they intend to do it? | pay more insurance costs. | had to



389
Security Firms Tuesday, May 21, 1991

buy an alarm for my car to protect it from being stolen. | have an alarm in my car
despite the fact that it is parked in the vicinity of Parliament. It leaves an indelible
scar on you, which does not go away. So you pay increased costs in supermarkets,
gas stations, and you have to pay increased cost for your house insurance.

Something must be done. | urge the Government that it should not only bring
legislation quickly but it should set up machinery to regulate these activities. As we
see so often, this Government brings legislation to this Senate and you point out to
the Government, "Look it would not work outside, you do not have the systems to
work outside," but it keeps on doing it. That is why | support fully the amendment
moved by my good friend, Sen. Mark, that we must monitor and regulate these
activities. You need legislation to regulate but you must monitor them, because if
you do not monitor them nobody feels duty-bound to obey them. That is why this
amendment, which was moved by Sen. Wade Mark, is important and | give it my
full support. It is concurrent with the sort of approach ofuke; we care. This is
the sort of legislation activities that we will do.

In winding up, | would say that the present situation is indeed tragic and sad,
and it is compounded by the fact that we have a regime that is heartless, callous
and incompetent. | therefore feel duty-bound to congratulate Sen. Alloy Lequay.
Some may think that he is a political derelict, having come from way back in
Workers and Farmers Party, but one must congratulate him, derelict or not. He has
had the courage, at least, to stand and move this motion when his Government saw
it irrelevant, when the very persons who sit next to him did nothing about it. |
congratulate him.

Hon. Senator: Why do you not shut up?
Dr. Persad: The voice of incompetence.

Mr. President, | sincerely hope that when we finish the debate, positive action
will take plce. | know it vill be difficult but maybe we need to try.

| thank you.
2.35 p.m.

Sen. Dr. Ramesh DeosaranMr. President, on the first reading of Sen.
Lequay's motion | thought, perhaps, he had something good going, and we should
all respond without much comment. However, on a deeper reading of it, this is a
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motion which exposes the several dimensions of crime; it brings to the fore the
classic question: why has Government failed, so far, to deal with the rising crime
rate; the connection between this particular kind of employment practice and
personal and property security? These considerations are made even more salient
in the first line of the preamble of Sen. Lequay's motion, that is, "...number of
security firms have been established to satisfy a demand for such services;" The
guestions naturally must arise—over the years and particularly since this
administration came into power—Why has the crime rate remained, in some years,
as it was? Why in some particular kinds of crimes has the rate increased? All in all,
this bill deserves comment if onlyetause the entire country is in a state of fear
and massive insecurity.

There is no function you can attend; there is no home you can visit; there is
scarcely a conversation you can hold today when people do not express some
story, or recall some event uncovering some measure of fear. If it is that these
security firms do play a role, either in protecting property, business, or the person
of our citizens, then naturally, we will say that is something that is commendable.
But it leads to the other question: What happens to the police force? Are we to say
that the police force has failed in the duties constitutionally allocated to it? If the
increase in these security firms is a result of an increase in demand for such
services, then, when will the increase in demand stop; and when can we rightfully
allow the police to intervene with a proper administration behind it, to stop the rise
of insecurity and crime?

| believe this motion gives the Government a chance to respond. It is not a
matter of bringing a motion of this kind and having a debate, make a few points
here and there, when the Ministers responsible for the police and for national
security are not here to either listen, or to respond. | am not saying that is a
necessary feature of parliamentary operation, but certainly, at a time like this, one
would like to hear something from a more authentic source of authority. In this
case, | do not feel too comfortable about speaking on this motion without having
the ears that ought to hear, in attendance. Mr. President, | rise to reflect the
widespread concerns, narrated so very well by previous speakers, and left to me, |
myself want to accentuate that concern.

In fact, last week | had the privilege to attend a series of seminars held by the
police at the Central Bank and we discussed papers, plans and new ideas. It occurs
to me that we have been speaking about these things for many, many years, and
you are now forced to ask the question: When will it all end? | have heard nothing
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from theUNC about what it will do, even an outline of its plan, to deal with crime
and the massive insecurity that faces us. Even when the People's National
Movement was in this Parliament we heard nothing. So what are we really about?
Government is always on the defensive; it is always on the reactive scene. It is only
when a crisis erupts you get these hasty conferences and these bold headlines
about this and that being done. Meanwhile the beast has always been lurking
throughout the society. Criminal tendencies of all kinds have grown, not only in
their enormity, but in very bizarre forms. If | had money, like so many other
citizens, | myself would want to hire a personal security guard in my home. I, too,
have had unpleasant experiences of crimes: break-ins, burglaries, but | also know
that the presence of these security firms is also increasing because the police, in its
present form, in terms of material support and manpower, is not able to cope with
crime in this country—not in the present circumstances.

It seems as if the Government itself is being overtaken by events. There is a
reason for this. The situation we face today did not appear as if by magic, the
situation that gave rise to this demand for security services. The signals were all in
the air and that is why, in the context of this motion, | am becoming very
convinced that Government should diminish its role in certain peripheral activities
like culture and all these cosmetic exercises, and focus more directly and more
seriously on matters of crime, law, order, education and health because, let us face
it, you have a Cabinet, in this case it may be a large Cabinet, but there is limited
manpower. It will do the country and the respective parties very well, if the
Government of the day begins to attend to things that are essential to the health of
this country. Because the evidence is there. You are spreading yourself too thin.
Given the politics of the day, you will always be hatatountable, as you are being
held for matters of crime, justice, law and order. So in a sense you are asking for
it.

We need to reformulate public administration in these terms. Again | repeat,
divest yourself of these seemingly peripheral activities and interests. Create a
structure in which other people can pick up the slack and order your governmental
responsibilities on a level of priority and the question of crime has been, and is, a
top priority. No wonder why you had three Ministers in the Ministry of National
Security at one time. It shows the seriousness of the propfeerruption] | do
not want to go into July 27, 1990. You see, that is a very serious issue.
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| am for the presence of these security firms given the existing circumstances. |
was very enlightened, | must say, by some of the things Sen. Mark and Sen.
Rambachan said in terms of the data and the realities of the situation. I am not at
all pleased with the level of wages and conditions, but it occurs to me at the same
time that people are fined for sleeping, going prematurely, perhaps, to the toilet
and for unpunctuality, in a proportional sense, an amount that is higher than their
wages.

2.45 p.m.

Well, 1 understand the perversity of such heavy fines for such misdemeanors
but at the same time, it reflects the quality of work that we find in many places
across the country. Why would somebody run to the toilet to duck away from his
work? Why is somebody sleeping on the job? What is the reason for all this
unpunctuality? Surely a comment is needed in this particular sense. You cannot
just get away with it and say it is low wages, because to be truthful, there are
people who earn high wages and do the same thing—and | am not being offensive
to working people, | am stating the facts as | observe them.

| thought we had a Minimum Wages Board, well constituted that would have
been looking into those things or if there is insufficient legislation, at least it should
be the responsibility of that particular board to highlight these occurrences. | ask
the question: What is the board doing and what could the board do in such
instances? In Sen. Lequay's motion, he says he wants an investigation into the
employment and industrial relations practices of these firms through the Ministry
of Labour. The motion does not say anything about what will happen after you
make the investigation. The motion is deficient and that is where Sen. Mark's
amendment picks up because after you investigate, you have to do something and
Sen. Mark's amendment is an attempt to do something.

There is another feature of this motion which has to do with the personal safety
of citizens. On the face of it, | believe that the law—and perhaps at another time
we can elaborate on this—is too slanted in favour of the trespasser, in favour of
the burglars, when it comes to the right of self-defence by the property owner or
the home owner. | believe the question of self-defence should be reviewed with a
view to giving the home owner or the property owner, some more rights to defend
himself as forcefully as the situation warrants it. Right now, there are many
loopholes and grey areas in terms of how much force you use, what was the culprit
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doing at the time. People should be told in no uncertain terms that trespassing into
or abusing other people's property and their personal safety are tantamount to
serious offences. Because those things are what contribute to the widespread fear
that we have in this country today.

Therefore, | come back to my original premise, that is, if the police could not
do it, how would we expect these security firms to do it on a long-term basis?
Therefore, the problem of crime in all its myriad forms still exists with us today.
Thank you.

Sen. Robert Amar: Mr. President, Sen. Lequay's motion, where he is looking
to get an inquiry into the whole operations of security companies, is an admirable
one. However, | think all the Members who spoke before continued to pounce on
the urgency of legislation. It is my view first, that although legislation may be the
way for us to think about doing something, | feel time does not permit for speedy
action for us to bring a total control to this whole situation that exists now. My
view is that legislation or reviewing of this matter is one thing, but it is
implementation and having an effective understanding of what will happen, like
Sen. Mark said in his amendment, that is more important than anything else.

We have to admit that security companies are a demand item and from a
marketing point of view, at the time when—whatever the problem was, whether it
was the problem of crime as a result of the police not taking the necessary action in
1985—I think that is irrelevant at this particular point in time. What | think is
relevant is, what do we do to bring security companies under some control in a
very quick space of time?

We have to understand that what is gone is gone. This idea of going back into
the historical past every time we try to fix the future continues to be so much
retardation of our successes. | get so vex when | hear people continue to go back
and it worries me. Where do we really want to go? As far as | am concerned,
security companies, whether we like it or not, would stay around in this country
from now on, irrespective of whether the police gets better or not.

In every country of the world, there are security companies. This country has
security companies from way back, when there used to be Brinks, Sentinel and
Wells Fargo. It is an established matter and you cannot be angry with people who
want to employ security companies. My view is that they may be going about it the
wrong way. | am not saying they are not exploitative, | am not saying they are not



394

Security Firms Tuesday, May 21, 1991
[SEN. AMAR]

maltreating the animals, and | am not saying they are not doing the wrong things in
the books.

In addition to going the way of Sen. Lequay's motion, | recommend the
following before the motion reaches the stage it should go. There are three or four
fundamental elements in making this thing happen and putting some controls on it.
One is that the Ministry of National Security in this country plays an important
role. The majority of security firms are licensed to carry guns and it is in the
interest of this country that the Ministry of National Security bring all these
companies together and let them know the facts of the problems that exist. | would
also say that the Ministry of Labour plays an important role. | see no reason why
the Ministry of Labour cannot call all the security companies, put them to sit down
and say, "Listen fellars, these are the things you guys are doing wrong. We do not
like the way you are treating these people; we do not like the hours you are
working them and so on. We feel that we need to improve in this area.” | think
this is a hands-on approach that needs a very direct approach.

| think theTsPcreally needs to be called in. | cannot imagine somebody who is
in charge of therspc not going to these people and saying: "Listen, you are
maltreating these animals.” | think it is a matter of a chicken and an egg here—who
is making the first move? | think the person who should make the first move in
solving the private security problem should be the Government.

In addition to that, | want to believe that we have many security companies.
But, we keep talking about bad security companies. Are there no good ones? |
believe that there are good security companies; | believe that there are companies
within the security system that are working very professionally. | want to believe
that within our own business environment, if the Government were to call on
companies who use these security firhjsst like how you get recommendations
when you go to get a job, there are companies that use these security
companieSl to make recommendations and say, "These are the 10 security
companies, we believe are the best in the country.” Now why can we not get the
other hundred to work like them? If there is a demand for these companies, we
need to put in standards. | believe if we get in there, we should arrange some
standardization lik®PEChas some rules with regards to oil companies' operations.

It is a dog eat dog environment, | agree with that and it is survival of the fittest. |
feel that the security companies ought to be first cajoled into formulating the rules
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because | do not think you can take away the rights of businessmen to operate
security companies.

2.55 p.m.

It is my view that another important area which needs to be looked at in the
security companies is the use of firearms. | applied for a firearm and | know what
happens, but that continuum which seems to be missing in the security company,
how do we teach them to use this firearm? There is no training period, as far as |
know, from the time the licence is awarded to the time when you really have this
firearm in your hand.

| believe that the Ministry of Justice and National Security needs to put in
place some sort of system to say that this is what needs to be done. All the
legislation that we are talking about and going to review all this, in six months’
time it might get worse and in a year's time, it will get worse again. Legislation, as
we know, sitting in this honourable Chamber, takes a very long time to pass. The
Domestic Violence Bill is an important item to note. Look at how many issues we
had going up and down. You know how many ups-and-downs we have had before
we get anything of substance to come out of this.

| tend to believe that we need to really get out there and grab the bull by the
horns, try to get these people inside, get a professional approach to it, take what |
will call a leadership stimulus and let the Government be the catalyst for making
these things happen, since in the whole scenario there are two important bug-bears
that are being addressed. One is that of unemployment and the salary for these
people; the second is whether these people in security companies are really
necessary and what role should the Ministry of Justice and National Security play.

We keep talking about security companies and dishonesty and | do not think
you can stop it. We are living in a culture where dishonesty is something that will
continue to exist and it may take four or five generations before we can eradicate it
completely. | think we will have to work within that framework that dishonesty is a
game. Therefore, the only thing we could do is try to work with the people as best
as we can and educate them so that they will not end up in a situation where they
do not know. | think it is a matter of taking some time-off to try to pass on as best
as possible to the people that are closest around us, what is right and what is
wrong. You could never stop talking about these things because they would not go
away by not talking about them.
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When | look at the situation of the security companies, my other
recommendation is, that the Ministry of Justice and National Security should send
out some circulars to all the companies who they know are using security
companies and let us get a list of the possible problems and suggestions to solve
the problems. Because we are not going to fix these problems with legislation and
if we do put legislation into operation, there is nobody who is going to implement
it. We will end up with a situation just like the seat belts. It is one thing to pass the
legislation, the next thing is to make sure that it gets implemented. You could say
what you want, if you do not enforce the law and make the people pay the fines
simultaneously with the enforcement; if you give them all this breathing space for
appeals and things like that—not that they are not allowed to do it—but | think
there must be some positive action that has to be taken.

| heard somebody talk about guards getting killed and | want to believe that
security is a risky business. | would tend to believe those security companies, like
insurance companies, should have what is called a compensation system relative to
people getting kiled on the job. That should definitely be one of the criteria
enforced by companies which are employing security officers. They should make
sure that a policy of insurance is instituted on the lives of the people, if nothing
else, just as a service to the man that if something happens to him while he is on
the job, at least he gets protected.

Crime is a fact, it can be reduced but not stopped and it is an educational job.
If any Government continues to tell the people that it will fix all the crime
problems, | think it is fooling the people. It is impossible to fix all the crime
problems. It could fix some of the crime problems, some of them are socially
oriented and require some physical attention of the Government; some of them are
the people themselves who have to fix them. One cannot continue with this
situation of saying—like somebody said, what will theC do about crime? We
will get serious about it and we will take positive action and would not sit on
things like the death penalty and let it just keep running away. We will get in there
and make sure something is done, because if the people of this country realize that
the laws are going to be enforced, | guarantee that the people are going to respect
the laws.

The problem is that it is so frivolous now that people just do what they want to
do and they get away with it. The breaking of rules is what causes our problems:
breaking of the traffic lights; parking on the wrong side; and not parking so many



397
Security Firms Tuesday, May 21, 1991

feet from a hydrant. | hope Sen. Lequay will look at these things and reappraise
the situation, because though in principle | agree with what he is trying to do, | feel
we have a more immediate need to fixing this problem of a hands-on approach. If
it becomes necessary, | feel even, in this honourable House, we as Senators who
know the problems of this nation because we sit in the highest office, should get
these people together to talk to us and tell them how we feel. Let us not have to
pass legislation to fix a problem. Not everything we need, needs legislation.
Certain things need legislation, other things need communication and | think this is
one of the things in this country that requires communication to solve the problem.

Citizens are as responsible for crime as anybody else, because it is the citizenry
that continues to break laws, but | feel it is more important for us to address the
implementation of the law, rather than the creating of the law. This country has
sufficient laws to fix all the problems which we have in it and we need to just
enforce them and enforce them rapidly.

It is my view, therefore, that the motion which has been put forward be
withdrawn and a more positive action be taken and we reconsider the motion at a
later date. | feel we must first check our resources and let us go out there and meet
with these people and see how we could solve the problem. If we cannot solve it,
then let us put legislation in place to make sure they do what is right. | thank you.

Sen. Haji Ralph Khan: Mr. President, the motion before the House, as | see
it, is a very good one and it must be commended to the House. | believe it has been
a very thoughtful and considerate one, taking into consideration all the aspects of
safety and protection of the general citizenry of the country.

3.05 p.m.

When we look at the situation on a very meticulous note, what we observe is
the need to understand the problems which face the country, by the operation of
these security firms and companies. | may wish to term it “necessary” because
when we examine the situation that exists in the country generally, this country has
reached the stage of total decadence and degeneration. We cannot take the
guestion of security firms in isolation. As | see it, it is a much larger problem, one
that is governed by, and affects the attitude of the people of this country. This is
something that has been going on for quite a number of years, by which we have
been seriously affected.
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So it is not only security firms in which you may find that there are
malpractices, corrupt practices and things which we may not like to see happen,
but in every facet of our society we are seeing corrupt practices of one form or the
other, notwithstanding the area of life that you may select at random to examine.
That does not mean that | am saying that we should condone, in any form, any
type of corruption or dishonesty whatsoever or as a matter of fact, exploitation of
the human interest, or the interest of humanity. As | have just heard it said a while
ago, dishonesty is all around us but it was not pointed out clearly to me whether it
is something we should tolerate or strive relentlessly to see if we can, at least hope,
one day, God willing, to eliminate some of that problem although it might be
physically impossible to eliminate it completely.

So, when we take the question of the security firms, the practices as have been
enumerated, many of them are very factual and realistic, and they do exist. | know
for a fact that many of these people who work with these security firms are treated
with a great degree of contempt. But when one is treated in that manner, can we
expect the best of him even if he might be a good worker or may have the talent
and potential to perform satisfactorily?

| shall not delve into the details as this has been entered into by various
speakers in voluminous details and | think the Members of the House are also in a
position to record what has been contributed by the various Senators in that
respect. But we have to think in terms of alleviating the problems that exist. When
we look at the broader scope of security which has to be controlled and managed
by the administration, the Government, we also see serious problems there. Whom
do we blame? Most of us would say the Government is responsible for these
things. Not only security but almost everything people begin to blame
Government. | am not talking about the National Alliance for Reconstruction
Government, | can even make reference to the previous government, because,
there has developed in the society a very serious dependency syndrome.

When there is this syndrome of “gimme gimme” for everything, then there is a
total absence of what people refer to as “work ethic” which should really be
referred to as “non-work ethic”. If people who are physically able to work are
provided with these opportunities to work—and | know many of them—nbut they
are not prepared to work, then it means that to subsist and to exist they have to
live by some means. What are the means by which they are going to live? So, you
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see, here is where again, you will find different forms of dishonesty and corrupt
practices involved.

So, you find, even in the private security firms, if one finds that he is
underpaid, or is denied or deprived of certain rights and privileges to which he
feels he is entitled by law, when he compares what other officers in the police and
other services are entitled to, he may think of redressing himself or seeking
recourse in his own way. There is where you will find that there will be a lot of
underhand activities and subterfuge.

Now, | am not saying, and | want to make it very clear, that all the people
involved in private security firms, the police service, defence force, I am not
branding them as corrupt people or casting aspersions. What | am saying is that
they seek redress and recourse in different forms but one of the main problem is
that lack of discipline wherever we go. There is a total lack of discipline.

Let me quote you a personal experience. | think that this should benefit the
Members of the House present, who may not have had that privilege of
associating, with several senior members of the police service which | have,
through my work—that has expanded over a period of 30 years—ranging from
Assistant Commissioners right back down, on a very personal level, rendering
professional and personal services to them. When | sit in their company and listen
to their experiences—men who have served this country faithfully, | am talking
about, for long number of years when things in this country were really difficult,
they relate to you that today they recruit an entirely different calibre of young
officers who may be qualified academically to a greater and at a higher level but
for several other reasons, they object to performing duties in several areas. There
are exceptions, of course, | want to mention specifically, but generally, there has
been a serious malaise.

One of those examples, and a very classic one that we find is that when a
senior officer gives instructions to a junior officer, often enough, if he does not like
or is not in favour of his assignment, he applies for sick leave. He relates his story
to the other juniors with whom he is associated and sooner or later—that is what
has been happening over the years—you find that there is an avalanche of people
who do the same thing at the same time, seriously affecting the police service. So,
what sort of performance do we have? We are talking about the security of the
country at the highest and largest forum of security in the land.
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So, we are talking about regulating the security services. | am making
reference to a higher level of service for the moment. We have our defence force
and other services. We have heard many complaints over the years that there are
many problems with these services and it is my personal conviction that although
some of these might be genuine complaints, many are used as a ruse or cover-up
for non-performance.

3.15 p.m.

We have had several very recent examples of people being called upon when
motor vehicles are being stolen and the culprits are in the process of perpetrating
these acts, and because there was in the past almost total shortage of motor
vehicles in the service, up to today, that same excuse can be heard over and over.
It is repeated. | know personally of cases where that is not so and where the
culprits could have been nabbed red-handedly in the act, and because of the hour
these activities go on, principally between the hours of 1.30 to 4.30 a.m, the
normal or regular reply is that, “we have no transportation.” So we cannot look at
this matter from one angle only, we have to look at it in a more national
perspective.

Let us revert to the question of the private security firms. | heard one of our
Senators say that it is something that we feel will go on for a number of years and
in my personal view, | would also like to share that feeling that once properly
organized, private security firms can play a vital role in the country, but there is a
dire need for proper control, management and monitoring of the activities. There is
where we need the proper agency to do that, but in saying this, what has just
crossed my mind and, | have said it before, and | hate to repeat the statement, but
it is so true that | am forced to do it. Sometimes we try to create agencies and
organizations in this high forum of the land. Whether the creation of these bodies
can have the necessary effect is another serious matter of concern, because as we
know, to implement any strategy where the masses are involved two very vital
ingredients are necessary, physical and financial.

We know for a fact that the economy of the country cannot bear the strain as
we would like to see, to extend into all these areas. So although we may find it
necessary to set up an institution to monitor the control and the operation of these
organizations so that the type and quality of performance can redound to the credit
of the companies, the officers who serve them and for the benefit of the public at
large, when we examine ourselves and the state of the economy, the operations of
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the various arms of the administration, we can ask the question: How much can the
Government do and how much can we absorb? These are realistic questions that
we have to ask, because to me, if you were to just draw up on paper, mechanisms
for setting up an organization and you do not have the wherewithal to really make
a serious input to management and that type of control which is necessary, then
what we are doing here will be an exercise in futility.

However, realizing that private security firms can play a very important
part] some have done in the past, and | presume would continue to do so in the
future] | believe that having the proper mechanisms put in place and the proper
authority to regulate the affairs of such a body, we may see some better results.

In dealing with a matter like this, one of the other factors that | myself have
considered very seriously, is the time factor. Being a private entrepreneur | always
think of the time factor involved; if we think that we are planning to do something,
we try to set a time-frame to be effective. So, if we were to set up a time-frame for
a project like this, to set up that sort of machinery, can we achieve it in the time we
set or will the Government be prepared to think in terms of doing something like
that, provided it is prepared to accept what | am saying in principle? Again, if we
were to pass the motion and enact the legislation that is necessary, and then the
mechanisms are not put in place, as | have said before, thease very good
laws but due to the lack of the proper auxiliary or management agencies, we will
be wasting our time to an extent.

Sometimes in dealing with matters like this many thoughts cross your mind. As
Sen. Persad mentioned the motion was introduced to the House by Sen. Alloy
Lequay, the Leader of the Government Business, but we also recognize his
independent position as he is not a Government Minister, that is why from the very
outset | said that the motion needs some consideration and commendation because
it is a very serious problem with which we are faced in the country.

3.25 p.m.

Another factor that comes to mind in discussing a motion like this, it comes
back again to the question of the attitude in the country, which by extension
involves some arm of the media, particularly the foreign media, because you know
they portray many programmes which are of a violent nature. Once we have these
programmes coming into the country without proper censorship, and being viewed
or aired on the Trinidad and Tobago Television, then you will find that the
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guestion of security will always be a riskier and riskier one. For the sophisticated
crimes that are committed all over the world are being imported into the country,
and particularly those people who do not like employment, they have more time
than some of us to sit and view leisurely that sort of movie and that sort of film.

The unfortunate part of that episode, Mr. President, is that because of the poor
mentality sometimes, they cannot differentiate between what is fact and what is
fiction, as a result of which they come to the conclusion that what they are seeing
is how life should be lived; those are the daily occurrences, happenings, and the
lifestyles of people who are living in the developed world and that is how life
should be lived. So one would feel—if | am walking with my nice, gold chain here,
my gold necklace—why should | work maybe months and months to save $3,000
or $5,000 when | could just hold up this guy and rip off his? | have stopped
walking with mine, Mr. President. These are some of the things that you see going
on.

When we talk about security, we have to look at it in a broader scope. We
have to look at all the ills of the security in all the areas, even in the administrative
areas, the Government arm, because we cannot have people Vihths@f the
law who are supported by the taxpayers of the country wilcatvtimes be
inclined to hold the masses to ransom. The question of these types of movies
coming in, | want to repeat and | want to reiterate, something ought to be done by
the powers that be to monitor and to censor these movies before they are viewed
on television. For example, you have all these youths whom we always talk about
and we are concerned about and worried about, who have left school at a very
tender age now yearning for further learning of one kind or another, seeking a
livelihood or sustenance, whether it is a life of crime or a life of learning to go
higher in one direction or the other, and they fall prey and victims to influences
that are easily adaptable to their environment and their brains. That is one of the
reasons | want to emphasize this point.

Sometimes | wondérin discussing matters of importance here, in what |
regard as the highest forum of the landhether at times we should compliment
this Government, condemn the Government, criticize the Government, empathize
with the Government or even pity the Government, because there are times when
all these situations develop and arise. But can anyone blame the Government in
this particular instance for the corrupt practices of private security firms? | will
leave that answer for the minds of the other Senators, but | am hoping and praying
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that, as | recommended and suggested before, recognizing fully well that there are
several problems within the administration and operations of those private security
firms, that the administration now has a very grave responsibility to become more
deeply involved, to play a pivotal role in trying to administer, to a certain extent,
and to assist in the management and the control of the operations of these private
security firms.

These are just a few of the observations | thought | should make. | recognize
there were many lengthy contributions which were made here, as a result of which
| did not come prepared to speak on this bill. | anticipated that there would have
been quite a number of contributions, but having listened to a number of them, |
thought it absolutely necessary and | felt it incumbent upon me to express these
few viewpoints, Mr. President. Thank you very much.

Sen. Gerald Furness-Smith:Mr. President, | had not originally intended to
speak on this motion; | was inclined to be a little critical of it. But having heard the
facts presented in this Senate, | must congratulate the honourable Leader of
Government Business for bringing forth this motion as being something which
clearly needed to be drawn to the attention of society, because the facts presented
certainly came as a shock to me, not only the facts concerning the employment, but
the number of security firms—I think over 100 security firms.

However, on that side of it, on the motion as it stands, | just like to put a word
of caution. To my mind, it is quite wrong for any firm just to pay $2.00 an hour,
whatever they pay for dogs. That is not an acceptable wage, which is what
shocked me. The sad fact is that obviously, there is an economic demand and an
economic willingness on these mostly young people to offer their services at that
quite ridiculous rate, a ridiculous rate certainty for people living in and about the
built-up areas. The question, as Sen. Amar said, is: "Well, what are we going to do
about it?" | go along with his ideas very well. The answer is to try and get some
self-regulation.

If you bring the Government, whether by legislation or regulations, into it, you
are going to be interfering with the natural economic forces. The result may not be
that the people concerned get a proper wage—which one would certainly wish
them to have—but they will not get any employment at all. Now, there must be, |
hope, some middle way—and | quite agree that the Ministry of Labour or whoever
else, should explore it and find out what it is, but proceed with caution—because
as has been aptly demonstrated this afternoon, there is a real need for these people,
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and presumably, many people who cannot afford really to employ a security firm,
feel they have to afford it, and if it becomes too expensive, they will just do
without and leave themselves and their families free to be abused, robbed, raped,
and so forth.

What | would like to speak about is the other aspect which has being raised
this afternoon. | think it is most unfortunate that an issue of this kind should be
made the subject of politics. | was disappointed by Sen. Mark, who in his excellent
contribution, tried to draw some inferences against employers as a whole. He even
tried to bring in Neal and Massy's firm, which on his own facts and figures, clearly
was paying far, far more than most. Why does he need to do that to further his
own particular point of view? Sen. Persad, in making an excellent contribution, |
thought, has to bring in the politics when he said: "Why isn't the Government
doing something about all these things that are going wrong?" He knows perfectly
well, and | assume he has been living here in Trinidad and Tobago, not in Indesh or
Andhra Pradesh or even in Dravidistan. He has been living here.

Dr. Persad: Mr. President, on a point of order. First of all, | think the Senator
seems to be drawing unpleasant inferences, and furthermore, his knowledge of
geography seems to be very deficient. | ask the Senator to withdraw his comments
about Indesh and | will leave this deficiency for him to correct in his own leisurely
time.

Mr. President: What is the point of order you are making here?

Dr. Persad: Mr. President, firstly he is inferring that there is some association
between myself and some nebulous entity called Indesh. I think it is an unfortunate
relationship and it is mischievous and malicious. | would like him to withdraw it.

Mr. President: The Senator is claiming that you are making falseusations.
Would you please withdraw?

Sen. Furness-Smith:Certainly | was not making accusations, Mr. President,
but if the insinuation is not acceptable, ill wertainly withdraw it. The point | was
making is that the learned and distinguished Senator has been living in Trinidad
and Tobago, | believe. | believe that is an unobjectionable statement of fact.
Unfortunately, | personally have listened to his contribution. In justification for my
remark, | have withdrawn it, he seems to be imbued with the same sense of
frustration as those refugees who have fled our shores and would like to come
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back, only under terms that they establish some independent state in the south of
Trinidad.

Dr. Persad: | object on a point of order again, that the Senator having
apologized, characterizes me in the same boat again. This is extremely mischievous
and malicious. | think he should apologize as a mature individual ought to do. It is
unfortunate that he paints me in this light consistently since my appearance in this
Chamber. | am a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago.

3.40 p.m.

Mr. President. Hon. Senator, | will be grateful if you will withdraw the
reference to Sen. Persad being like those refugees broad. He does not—and | think
quite rightly—want to be associated in the same category as the people who are
claiming refugee status abroad. | think it is a reasonable request to make.

Sen. Furness-Smithi entirely withdraw the suggestion that he is in any way
related to them. He has been living here all the time. He has not gone to Canada or
anywhere else. It is just unfortunate that | have had the impression that maybe his
sympathies are not quite the same as mine.

The point | am making is that he has been living here, like all of us here in this
Senate, and he must know on the particular issue we are discussing this afternoon,
which is the state of crime in the country and the capacity of the police force to
deal with it, that the police force was going downhill for many years béfagé.

To my mind, whatever else he may say about the Government, it is quite unfair to
suggest that it is responsible foilife to turn that around in the course of the last
four years. | know it has made an effort. We have observed, indeed some of us
have monitored, its efforts to introduce a modicum of discipline into the police
service—well, it is only a modicum, you know.

We were asked in 1987 to amend the Constitution to permit discipline to be
delegated by the Commissioner of Police and only in March, 1991 there was
actually a Legal Notice published in tli@azette to say that this had been
achieved. | am told that they had all sorts of bureaucratic problems of one kind or
another, and | believe them. The fact remains that it took them four years to start
to answer that particular problem. The hon. Senator knows all of that. He also
knows that it so happens that when the Government came to power in 1986 it
faced the most extraordinary challenge to the financial resources of this country.
So do not let us make cheap politics of this kind of thing.
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| should like to commend, and second, the remarks made by Sen. Deosaran this
afternoon. The truth of the matter, as | for one have been saying for the last eight
or nine years now, is that the Government has taken on too much. It inherited it
like that. It tried to cut the cost and it made a political decision to take off 10 per
cent and suspend merit increases. It did not take this decision to radically reduce
the extent of the public service by cutting out all the frills, little departments here,
there and everywhere trying to do all sorts of things which are not necessary for a
Government to do and stick to the basic things, as my friend says, of law and
order, prevention of crime, education, health. Those are the essential things, as
well as, of course, running of the Government. an army and a coast guard,
diplomatic services abroad but not with embassies all over the world as in those
halcyon days in the 1970s when we felt we could afford. We felt that somehow
they boosted our national ego to have representatives in Ethiopia, Geneva,
everywhere else. What good did they do us? Millions of dollars just slipped down
the drain. As the learned Minister is here, | feel | must illustrate my—

Sen. SpenceMr. President, | agree with the hon. Senator that one should not,
on a subject which will notetessitate political speeches, make one. May | suggest
that is precisely what he is doing now.

Sen. Furness-Smith:l do not know whether it was a question or a point of
order.

Sen. Spencelt was merely a comment.

Sen. Furness-Smith:Oh! It is a comment. Mr. President, you must instruct
me whether that kind of comment is within the Standing Orders, if we are going to
observe the Standing Orders in this debate.

Mr. President. You gave way to the Senator so he was allowed to make the
comment. Maybe you misunderstood what he was asking. Please proceed,
Senator.

Sen. Furness-Smith:If my remarks have some political implication, as many
of the subjects which we discuss here do, | must apologize. | do not know whether
my learned friend down there can manage to speak in this place without some
political implication.

When | was interrupted, | was on the subject of the unfortunate fact that our
Government has undertaken far too much and it is not doing any of it properly, so
that politicians in Opposition can have a field day, as they do every week, in
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pointing out this, that and the other which is not being well done. According to my
observation, there is very little which is being well done, and | hope | am not out
of order in saying that. All | will say is that they try and some of the critical things
they have done very well, in my view.

The unfortunate thing here is that on the subject of private security guards or
anything else that comes up, particularly in the next six months, we are going to
have all sorts of political issues made of it, as if the politicians making those
remarks had anything better to offer. One lot of them we had for 30 years. My
learned friend down there knows that because he was here most of that time and
he knows what that gave, and | suppose he is anxious to have them again—I do
not know—I am told that many people are.

These gentlemen here are careful not to put forward any policies. As Sen.
Mark said, "we will get something done." That is the way they come. In the last
six months, | have been trying to glean what their policies are. | have tried to ask
them but we are not told.

Every week, on every issue, we are going to have a diatribe against this
miserable Government which has not done one half or one quarter of what they, as
politicians, told the people they would do by that manifesto, in 1986, which they
had the extraordinary stupidity to elevate into Government policy, and they have
not done it. Well, of course, they would not do it. Nobody but a madman would
think they would do it, but they are stuck with it. Every week we are going to have
these blows, and the real issues are not going to be presented to the people. We
are not going to get any politician who is brave enough to come and put forward
the ideas which Sen. Deosaran put forward this afternoon, that we want less
government all together. As soon as anybody stands up and says so, they would be
asked, "Which department are you going to cancel?" And no politician would
admit they want to cancel a department because somebody's sister, cousin or aunt,
might be getting jobs there. So that is what we are stuck with.

3.50 p.m.

Of course, as Sen. Dr. Persad pointed out, it is a desperately, unfortunate
situation. | am really sorry for him because he seems to have it worse than most of
us. Law and order is a basic requirement of society, and unless the Government of
the country can provide it, then it is not really a government at all; it is not
providing the basic®f a civilized society. What | want to hear from the hon.
Senator, and any other politician who talks like that, is precisely what they are
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going to give up in order to provide the money to double the police force, train it

properly, and provide it with the modern equipment which it clearly needs. | would

be very interested to hear, and | would listen to him closely if he can come with
that. But | know he is not going to, until his leader gets up and tries to mesmerize
everybody in the coming election.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Sen. Kelvin Khan: Mr. President, we always had watchmen in our society. It
used to be a service provided by the elderly; and they were armed with a torchlight
and a piece of wood. Their duty was to warn rather than to intervene physically.

Then an enterprising businessman saw the opportunity to make money and
decided to offer a guard service. We then had a uniformed guard with a baton; and
that replaced the old man who had a “bootoo”, as we described it in those years.

| have taken some figures from old files, and | would just like to share with you
what has happened to these services and the cost of these services over the years.
In 1972, to provide a guard 24 hours a day, 365 days per year, the charge was
$1,800 per month. In 1975, it was $2,000; in 1976, $2,500; in 1978, April 1,
$3,365; and in 1980, April 1, $6,950. Then we started seeing increases both in
April and October, and the wording of the letter was, "Because of new agreements
with the unions, these were the new charges." So that a service that cost $1,800 in
1972, was costing $10,800 in 1982.

During the period 1981 to 1990 | was able to count 17 security companies
offering their services. Interestingly, the same company that was charging $10,800
in 1982, was prepared to provide the same service in 1990 for $7,300. A company
that was charging $10,512 in 1983 is prepared to provide the same service for
$6,000 in 1991. This, Mr. President, is what competition is all about in business;
and therefore, we have to be careful that we do not kill this competition.

On the question of training, | have seen where one of the very large security
firms in Trinidad speaks about two weeks of training. Now, what training can you
give to someone in two weeks? So | ask, are these people with their two weeks of
training provided with guns, or are they only provided with batons? It is a matter
of grave concern that you would give to someone who has had only two weeks
training, a weapon and the authority of a police officer, when one compares that
with the training that a policeman has to go through, which | believe is six months
in the barracks and everything else. So one needs to be careful about being carried
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away by this idea that these people in the larger organizations are so well-trained.
It may be a fallacy.

Mr. President, on reading the motion, | see where we talk about these firms
have and are exploiting the level of unemployment. And we go on to speak about
the Government being requested to investigate the employment and industrial
practices of these firms. Perhaps Sen. Lequay will tell us which firms he refers to
and how are these firms going to be identified to the Ministry of Labour, because |
think that is important. We may miss some of them if we are not careful.

Then | would like to suggest, perhaps, that rather than have some independent
training body, that consideration be given to using the existing training facilities of
the police service, for a fee, of course. That way we are going to ensure that these
armed security officers have, at least, basic training similar to policemen in
Trinidad. It would also be a means of providing the police service, perhaps, with
some income which would enable then to maintain their vehicles. Then, Sen.
Lequay did a little bit of sleight of hand, because we went from reporting
something to the Ministry of Labour and we ended up with a suggestion of the
establishment of a security industry advisory and regulatory board. How we got
there, | do not know. | am not certain. | am hoping he is going to answer that.
What are we going to be recommending? Is it the establishment of this regulatory
board, or are we simply concerned with moneys that are being paid to these
guards?

Again, Sen. Deosaran made a point which | think is very important. Why not
simply establish a minimum wage and minimum benefits, whether it be holidays
and what have you? So that everybody starts at that level and then the more
efficient companies are the ones that will survive. Certainly, no one is going to pay
money and not get satisfactory service.

4.00 p.m.

We go on to training, inspectorate, and all sorts of things. Mr. President, it
appears that the Commissioner of Police has some control over this, and if
incompetent and unqualified people are joining these security services and are
being provided with weapons, | would assume there is a failure on the part of the
office of the Commissioner of Police. That, | think, needs to be attended to. Rather
than form some new board, what we need to do if there is insufficient staff, is to
provide the Commissioner of Police with the necessary staff so that they can do
their job properly. | think if we were to do that, we will have a far better service
and at minimum cost. Thank you.
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Sen. Dr. Martin Sampath: Mr. President, | was hoping not to have to speak
this afternoon, but in view of some of the comments made by the Members of the
Opposition, | feel it incumbent on me as a person and as a Government Senator to
make some comments primarily by way of rebuttal.

The Leader of the Opposition in the Senate used the words “state of siege”
twice. Such emotive language can only make this population feel even more
insecure than they are at present. It is something which is most unfortunate. What
is a state of siege? Does the hon. Senator understand really what a state of siege
is?

Dr. Persad Mr. President, on a point of order. | used the words “state of
siege” in quotations. They were not my words. | think the Senator is misleading
the House. They are quotations from articles | was reading. They are not my
words.

Dr. Sampath: Even a quotation is something which must not be used in this
Senate to arouse the feelings of the population to a state of insecurity. Perhaps, |
will give way to allow him to quote again.

Dr. Persad Mr. President, on a point of order. The Senator is trying to detract
from the freedom of speech and | think this is unfortunate in this highest forum of
the land.

Mr. President: The Senator is saying he made a quotation and all he wants
you to do is to indicate that it was not his words but that it was a quotation he was
making.

Dr. Sampath: | ask the Senator whether he supports the view that this
country is in a state of siege, yes or no.

Dr. Persad Mr. President, | merely quoted from public commentators and |
think the Senator is avoiding the issue. | did not say so. He is misleading the House
and he should withdraw.

Dr. Sampath Is he asking me to withdraw the statement that he used the
words “state of siege” twice? | do not understand. What does he want me to
withdraw? Is there some sort of withdrawal syndrome pervading this Senate this
afternoon?

Mr. President: | believe all the Senator is asking is that you do not attribute
the words to him. He has quoted and he wants you to make it clear that it was a
guotation.
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Dr. Sampath: | take it then, that he does not agree with the quotation and the
country is not in a state of siege. Very well.

| state categorically that in my view, the country is not in a state of siege and |
disagree then with the quotation of the person from whom he quoted.

The evolution of these security firms has been alluded to by Independent Sen.
Khan and | just want to expand on that a little bit for the edification of all the
Senators present. Since | was a boy, we had, what was known, as estate police.
Most of the big firms, even before we had state enterprises, had estate police—
Texaco, Trinidad Leaseholds Limited before them; and Caroni Limited has a very
expanded and very well-paid estate police service. When more firms started
operation they started off having security firms which were, in a sense, estate
police. Unfortunately, these firms did not follow the very good example of the
established estate police and have proper conditions of service, proper salaries and
So on.

It is this development that Sen. Lequay's motion is attempting to correct. That
is why | think we should be very sympathetic to this motion and to the efforts of
Sen. Lequay to have this corrected. There are good examples which can be
followed and | believe we ought to follow those very good examples.

Another statement was made by the hon. Sen. Persad. He hinted that this
Government was not doing enough and he wanted to know what the Government
has been doing. Again, if | am wrong, and he wants a withdrawal, | am prepared to
give way.

Dr. Persad: Mr. President | would just like the Senator, through you, to
maybe clarify. | think he said | made a statement and that | hinted. Maybe he
should be precise on what | said. Why can the Senator not be precise in saying
what | said?

Dr. Sampath: Can | ask the Senator then, whether he said that the
Government is doing enough or did he say the Government is not doing enough?
Could he come down firmly on one side of the fence?

Dr. Persad Mr. President, | made my contribution and the Senator can infer
as he chooses to do. However, if he quotes me, he should be accurate.
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Dr. Sampath: Mr. President, | have some difficulty in hearing what the
Senator is saying but | shall proceed.

| want to point out to the Senator and to this House and to remind them of
what Dr. Ramesh Deosaran mentioned in his contribution. On May, 15 to 17, a
few days ago, there was an executive management seminar which was headed:
“Towards the formulation of a Strategic Crime Policy for Trinidad and Tobago”
initiated by our Minister of National Security. | just want to read this so that the
House would understand that steps are being taken. Now, one may say that those
are just words. We have had words for many, many years, but let us remember that
the thought is always the father of the deed, or ought to be.

4.10 p.m.

Apart from the introductory remarks by the Commissioner and by the Minister,
at 11.15 a.m, on the 15th, we had “The Nature of Crime”, by Mrs. Dana Seetahal,
Senior State Counsel, office of the Public Prosecution. That was followed at 1.45
p.m. by an over-view of crime in Trinidad and Tobago by Mr. Cecil Redman,
Chairman of the National Crime Committee. | am reading this in detail so that
Members will understand the sort of thing that is going on under the aegis of the
present Government. At 2.45 p.m., “The General Crime Situation in Trinidad and
Tobago”, Mr. Frank Mouttet who is a business executive, member of the National
Crime Committee of Trinidad and Tobago, Chamber of Commerce representative
and so on; at 4.00—5.00 p.m. “Statistics on Crime” listed here—I do not know
whether they spoke or not—by Vindra Maharaj and Vishma Jaisiayk,
representatives. The intention is that we should get contributions from as wide a
field as possible. Then of course, Dr. Ramesh Deosaran, at 9.00 a.m. on May 16—
“The Importance of Crime Commission”; 11:15 a.m.—“The Role of the Police
Service as it relates to Crime in Trinidad”, by Sergeant Bailey, President of the
Police Second Division Officers’ Association; at 12:00 noon—“Forensic Science
and Crime’ by Mr. Manchoon, Forensic Analyst; at 2.00 p.m.—‘The Impact of
Crime” on the Business Sector”, by Sharma Maharaj; 3.15 p.m.—“Technological
Innovation and Crime”, by Mr. Brian George, Eastern Caribbean International
Computers Limited, and he went into great detail as to how the development of
computers and other modern techniques could be used in the question of crime
detection. On the 17th—"The Management of Crime”, by Mr. Gordon Draper;
10.30 a.m.—“Economics and Crime”, by Rodwell Murray; “The Correction
System”, by the Commissioner of Prisons; then “Socio-effects of Crime as it
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relates to Trinidad and Tobago”, by the political leader of the People's National
Movement—again | do not know whether he spoke but it is listed here—then
closing remarks.

| myself was asked to speak on one of the occasions but at the last minute they
decided that they would keep this as non-political as possible and | was told that |
would not be allowed to speak. So this was kept on a very non-political basis and
it dealt in detail with crime in this country.

Mr. President, a great deal of time—and you will pardon me if | use a very
strong word here—has been wasted in the Senate in talking about crime. We must
talk about crime. It is very, very important but there is a time and a place to talk
about it. Not with a motion moved here which deals with the question of the
security services. Mention crime, of course, but do not spend hours and hours, as
witnessed this afternoon, talking about crime as such. | do not propose to talk
about crime as such any further.

However, again | am prepared to give way if Sen. Prakash Persad would tell us
whether he regards tlBomb as the oracle of Trinidad and Tobago. | see he does
not, and neither do I. I do not think anybody here regards any of the weeklies as
oracles, or even take it without a heavy dose of salt. So when we are quoting, |
hope we quote from reputable newspapers.

He made daux pas which | must call to his attention because he is not an
expert on that. He used the word about “dogs to start the spread of rabies”. Let
me tell him that we have had rabies in this country for decades. There is no
guestion of starting the spread of rabies. | wish that the Senator would consult
with me before he makes any statement of that sort, then | would make quite sure
that he does not commit this sortfatix pasin this honourable House.

A good point was made and it is a point to which | am extremely sympathetic.
It was made by several persons here—both by Sen. Deosaran and my good friend
Sen. Gerald Furness-Smith. | hope his audio apparatus is working. That is, that
this Government has spread its money, its finances and its efforts too thin over its
activities in the country. 1 am very, very sympathetic with that statement and |
agree with that to a tremendous extent, but we must ask: Where do we start and
where do we end? When you are treating a disease, whether it is a human disease
or an animal disease or a disease of society, where do you start? If a man comes to
you with sinusitis or gastric ulcer and he has had some coronary—hardening of the
arteries and so on—where do you start? Each one affects the other. So in treating



414

Security Firms Tuesday, May 21, 1991
[SEN. SAMPATH]

the disease of society, you have to spread your finances thin over the whole of
society. What is more to the point as far as this debate is concerned, is the fact that
the accusation was made that we are wasting money on culture. Of course, it is a
guestion of sport and culture and again sport and culture are very, very closely
inter-related. | do not have to press that. We all know how closely related—bodily,
mentally and psychologically cultural and sporting activities are.

Our Ministry of Youth, Sport, Culture and Creative Arts is paying tremendous
attention at the present time to the development of young people in this country
and | do not have to list all the things that we are doing. Where did the criminals
and the security guards come from? Where will they come from in the next
decade? They Wcome from those young people. If the disease of society has to
be handled, we must handle this at both ends at the same time. Our actions must be
simultaneous. Nobody here can say that we are spending our money unwisely
when we develop sport and culture in this country, because the future generations
will depend upon them, not only for the cessation of crime, or for the cutting down
the incidence of crime, but also to provide those very people who at the protective
end will see—the police, the security guards and so on—that fewer crimes are
committed and to catch those criminals.

Spreading our finances is important. | admit that our finances have been low
and so it is very thin in certain areas. We have to be very sympathetic, | think, to
the present Government, knowing what it inherited; knowing how crime has been
escalating in the past, to take the bull by the horns and to try to do all these things
at the same time. | am the first to admit that we have not succeeded as well as we
should, but do not blame us for what is happening in the country. We have done
very well and we have done our best.

Finally, I want to allude to a statement made the last time by Sen. Wade Mark.
| do not know if he remembers all that he said, but the impression | think that he
succeeded in giving to the House, was that this Government is in some way
responsible for unemployment in the country. Now whether or not he intended
that, that was the impression that was given. The impression was also given that
Government should do a lot more. In life we must not try to remove the mote from
somebody else's eye when there is a tremendous beam in our own eyes. As far as
that is concerned, | want to read something which | wrote in 1967—mark the date.
It was published in th&anguardof December 23, 1967. | believe that my friend
George Weekes was active in those days in the trade unions and he will probably
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remember, | do not know if he will remember this particular article. This is what |
said with reference to Trade Unions:

"Most wage earners have no resources on which to rely if they are laid off and
most of them do not own their own homes. Indeed, most of them are already
living off next month's or next fortnight's wages, so much has the cost of living
kept pace with wage increases. In short, they have no savings with which to
speculate even if they consider this to be in their best interest, or in the best
interest of the nation.

The average wage-earner's problem is to reduce the cost of his foodstuffs and
occupy low rent or rent-free quarters which are comfortable, expansible,
healthy and ideally his own, to leave to his children and so have a certain
measure of security for himself and his family. It seems that his salvation lies in
leasing about 10 acres of land suitable for mixed farming and for his home.

This means that apart from the sugar lands which Government now appears to
have decided to acquire for this purpose..."

This was written a little before Government did, in fact, acquire lands. Do you
remember Caroni (1975)rhited? This isL967]

"cocoa lands must be used. | wilggest that groups of ten workers could
form a Co-operative and buy 100 acres of cocoa lands in a suitable location.”

Cocoa lands were very cheap in those days. My mother herself sold 30 acres of
land for $15,000 at that time.

"This would cost about $2,500 per person. This Co-operative effort would
extend to the purchase of a tractor or “farm-all” and to the bulk buying of
seeds, fertilizers, insecticides, building materials, foodstuffs and necessary
books, et cetera This will be a golden opportunity for the Trade Unions to
come forward and finance these operations. | contend that an investment of
this sort will be of far greater benefit to the workers and to the country in the
long run than the purchase of property in towns

Naturally, my prejudices are in favour of the country and agriculture. Several
nuclei of this sort could transform our rural economy, social life and social
psychology of our people and could well be a major force in our political life."
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Mr. President, | commend this to the trade unionist among us; to those who
are of the left wing inclination; to those who have sympathy for the workers, as |
myself have tremendous sympathy for the workers, as you can see here. |
commend this to those Opposition Members who blame the Government at every
turn to take this suggestion and make sure that the trade unions themselves can do
something for the country.

Sen. Mark: Mr. President] believe that Sen. Sampath would know that no
one is indicating at this time, or did | indicate in my contribution that the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago is in any way—

Mr. President: Are you asking a question?

Sen. Mark: No, | am seeking a clarification based on a contribution he has
made and he has given way.

Mr. President: It is not a matter of him giving way, but you have already
spoken. If you want to clarify something he has said, feel free to do so for a minute
or so but I cannot allow you to make a second speech.

Dr. Sampath: | mean my remarks very kindly, Mr. President. | want to see the
workers succeed but they must not expect that governniledbveverything for
them even as far as employment is concerned. | hope | have shown that trade
unions can do something for the workers and the country at large.

| am very happy to be able to speak even though for 20 minutes and | hope
that 1 have made my point in support of this motion and would ask everyone to
support the motion as moved by Sen. Lequay. Thank you.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Mr. President: Hon. Senators, | know that the Minister of External Affairs
and International Trade has a very important statement to make which should be of
interest to everyone. | am sure | can obtain the leave of the Senate at this stage to
allow him to make a very short statement.

MR. RAJIV GANDHI
(ASSASSINATION)

The Minister of External Affairs and International Trade (Dr. The Hon.
Sahadeo Basdeo)Mr. President, we have just learnt, with deep regret, that Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India and leader of the Congress | Party
was killed in a bomb explosion while campaigning in Southern India.
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As Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, like his grandfather, Pundit Jawaharlal
Nehru and his mother Shrimatie Indira Gandhi before him, continued the family
tradition of providing leadership to the world's largest democracy.

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi was a great friend of the Third World. ardent supporter of
South co-operation and a great champion of equality and justice for all peoples.

Trinidad and Tobago has always enjoyed close ties with India. We are
therefore particularly saddened by this untimely turn of events. We express, at this
time, our most profound sympathies to his family, the Congress | Party which he
led with distinction; and the Government and people of India.

A more comprehensive statement will be given later by the Head of
Government.

Mr. President, | request you to ask Members of this honourable House to rise
for a minute’s silence in his revered memory.

Sen. Dr. Prakash Persad:Mr. President, on behalf of my parliamentary
colleagues, supporters of the United National Congress and, indeed, all citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago, | express our deep sense of pain and anguish at this tragic
and senseless loss of life, that of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India
and leader of the Congress | Party.

We offer our heartfelt and sincere condolences to Mrs. Gandhi and children, to
supporters and members of the Congress | Party and to all citizens of India on this,
irreplaceable loss. This tragic and unfortunate occurrence, which | must point out,
sadly occurs too often, serves to further strengthen our resolve and commitment to
the democratic process and ideals. We categorically condemn all and every act of
political violence; we categorically condemn every and all acts of political
assassination; we categorically condemn every and all acts and attempt to violently
overthrow legally constituted governments.

In this, their dark hour, | sincerely hope and pray that the divine being guide
the people of India.

Sen. Louise Horne:Mr. President, | want to say that the news has really
touched me. | was in India last year when there was much political confusion and
despite that, arrangements made for me to see him, came through. We talked for
some time about the politics of India and what really obtained in Trinidad and
Tobago.
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| explained my mission on what was happening here and he spoke in glowing
terms of Trinidad and Tobago. He said something, which I am not so sure many
people here would be happy about. | told him about my concern for what | saw in
the streets; a number of people, the poverty and the rest of it. Laughingly he said,
"The indentured people in your country are lucky; they might have been on the
streets themselves." Of course that was said in a joke and we laughed that off.

| asked him when he thought they will have this again and he said, "Not now, |
have been put in Opposition by my people and | will not form a Government until
there is a general election.” In parting he told me, "Pray for India, that we would
not have the turmoil you are experiencing now."

So, when | heard the announcement, | felt as thought something inside me
went blank. | believe | speak for everybody on the Independent bench when | say,
we are very unhappy to hear of his untimely death. He has suffered the fate that his
mother suffered almost in the same way. India has lost a great son, more than that,
| would say that today she is a widow. Thank you.

Mr. President: | too would like to join the other speakers in recording my
shock with the news of the death of former Prime Minister of India. His mother
was the Prime Minister when India hosted tra conference in New Delhi in
1975. India is due to host that same conference again in September this year. | am
sure many Parliamentarians, including those from Trinidad and Tobago, were
looking forward to meeting him when they went there.

We can do little more than to adhere to the request by the Minister of External
Affairs and International Trade and | ask everybody to stand in silence for one
minute as a mark of respect on the death of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi.

The Senate stood for one minute’s silence.
ADJOURNMENT

Sen. Alloy Lequay: Mr. President, | intended to wind up this debate this
afternoon, but in view of the sad news that we have just had, it is my view that we
should proceed no further.

| therefore beg to move that the Sente do now adjourn to Tuesday, May 28,
1991 at 1.30 p.m.

Question put and agreed to.
Senate adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 4.34 p.m.



