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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 13, 2019
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MADAM SPEAKER in the Chair]
. PAPERS

1. Audited Financial Statements of Telecommunications Services of Trinidad
and Tobago Limited for the financial year March 31, 2017. [The Minister of
Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert)]

2. Audited Financial Statements of Telecommunications Services of Trinidad
and Tobago Limited for the financial year March 31, 2018. [Hon. C. Imbert]
Papers 1 and 2 to be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises)
Committee.

3. Administrative Report of the Trinidad and Tobago International Financial
Centre Management Company Limited for the period July 01, 2016 to June
30, 2017. [Hon. C. Imbert]

4, Annual Report of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board for the period
October 01, 2015 to September 30, 2016. [The Minister of National Security,
Minister of Communications and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister (Hon. Stuart Young)]

5. Ministerial Response of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries to
the Twentieth Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Examination
of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2017. [The Minister of
Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis)]
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JSC Reports 2019.05.13
JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE REPORTS
(Presentation)
The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Member for Lopinot/Bon Air West—may | do it
or would you want another committee member to do it, Ma’am?
Madam Speaker: Committee.
Hon. C. Robinson-Regis: Yes.
Madam Speaker: The Member for Oropouche West.

Finance and Legal Affairs
(Implementation of New Public Procurement System)

Mrs. Vidia Gayadeen-Gopeesingh (Oropouche West): Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Madam Speaker, | have the honour to present:
Sixth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Finance and Legal Affairs on an
Inquiry into the Implementation of the new Public Procurement System.

Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018
The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): Thank you, Madam Speaker. |
have the honour to present:
Report of the Joint Select Committee appointed to consider and report on the
Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018.

URGENT QUESTIONS

Aranguez Farmers
(Seizure of Water Pumps)

Mr. Ganga Singh (Chaguanas West): Thank you, Madam Speaker. To the
Minister of Public Utilities: Could the Minister provide the rationale for the recent
seizure of water pumps from Aranguez Farmers by officials of the Water and
Sewerage Authority?

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte): Madam
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Speaker, we are all aware in this House of videos circulating on social media
which showed in graphic detail an irrigation system in the Aranguez area using
polluted water from drains and the watering of food crops in this particular area.
The resultant water pollution poses a great risk as you are aware to the eco-system,
human life, the environment. This video had been of great concern to the citizens
of Trinidad and Tobago and was brought to my attention and to the attention of all
and has gotten the sight of the Minister of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Land and Fisheries with great concern.

Avrising out of this video and also arising out of the restrictions that we have
been placing nationally on monitoring people abusing the water systems and so
forth, coming out of the dry season, WASA has been increasing their patrols
throughout the areas of Trinidad and Tobago. As a result of that control and that
monitoring, WASA, under WASA’s Act, Chap. 54:40, three pumps were seized
from persons in the Aranguez area and these people, these individuals have been
placed on notice of possible charges.

This, as | said before, Madam Speaker, because of our own vigilance going
through, as you are well aware, WASA has the responsibility as the only authority
with the responsibility of extracting water and therefore, any individual who is
engaged in such an activity must get a required licence. This matter is also before
the court. We understand that pre-action protocol letters have been served and as |
have indicated, it is WASA’s intention to prosecute and therefore, you will
understand that my ability to go into any more greater detail will not be very
possible. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas West.
Mr. Singh: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Arising out of a video in social media;

that is the basis for this action, | prefer to believe—therefore, | want to ask the hon.
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Minister, through you, Madam Speaker, whether any notification, whether any
warning, whether any kind of shot across the bow, so to speak, was made to these
farmers prior to the seizure of their property? [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam Speaker, | was very clear in saying that one,
yes. It has come to, not only my attention, but the public’s attention, about the
seriousness of what was posed. WASA, in exercising their job, in being vigilant
and in protecting the well-being of the citizens of this country throughout Trinidad
and Tobago [Desk thumping] in exercising their job. We have always accused
WASA of not doing their job. In this case the police was doing their job and in the
exercise of their duties and in light of the laws that they have, they found certain
matters, they found pumps that were actually extracting, that was against the law
from their interpretation of the law and they have made certain charges. The police
of WASA are simply doing their job of which I have to congratulate them for
doing. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas West.

Mr. Singh: You are very kind to indicate, hon. Minister, that it is their
interpretation of the law, so the matter is not yet in the court. So having said that,
it is clear that the law, the water works and water conservation—[Crosstalk] Chap.
54:40 that you talk about that gives the—that you indicated gives WASA that
power requires procedural fairness.

Madam Speaker: Member, you have 15 seconds to ask a question. Could you ask
the question please?

Mr. Singh: Yeah. Are you aware prior to—whether you are aware that section,
the law requires procedural fairness on the part of the Water and Sewerage
Authority officers? [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Minister of Public Utilities.
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Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: [Crosstalk] Madam Speaker, | would expect the
people, the individuals and the police, | have very much confidence in the police at
WASA in knowing the law and in knowing the procedures that are required to
exercise charges against someone. [Desk thumping] And therefore, they have done
and | am sure in light of what the potential hazard that was before them, they took
action in an attempt to warn, protect and ensure that the law was being followed
and also to protect the potential danger that what it is that could have been imposed
by the consumers, to the consumers. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Singh: Hon. Minister, with respect—

Madam Speaker: Member, Member, you are only allowed two supplemental
guestions. These are Urgent Questions. [Crosstalk] Member for Oropouche West.

Atlantic LNG’s Train 1
(Exploration Challenges)

Mrs. Vidia Gayadeen-Gopeesingh (Oropouche West): Thank you, Madam
Speaker. To the Minister of Finance: In light of recent reports which indicated
that BPTT will be unable to supply Atlantic LNG’s Train 1 with the appropriate
amount of gas during the period 2020—2021 owing to several exploration
challenges, could the Minister inform the House how will this development impact
on Trinidad and Tobago’s economicC recovery?

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, the Member
cannot possibly or seriously expect me to answer that question prior to the delivery
of the mid-year review.

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Naparima.

Mr. Charles: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Minister, were you aware when you
spoke last week in glowing terms about the economy, were you aware that this
information by BPTT regarding supplies to Trade One? And if you were not

aware—
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Madam Speaker: Member, one question, please. [Crosstalk] Minister of
Finance.

Hon. C. Imbert: Thank you, Madam Speaker. | will not take the bait. | will
answer this matter in the mid-year review. [Crosstalk]

Madam Speaker: Member for—[Crosstalk] The Member has answered the
guestion. It may not be the way we want, but he has answered. Member for
Naparima, you have a supplemental? [Crosstalk]

Mr. Charles: Minister, if you were aware, did you set out to misadvise the
population? [Continuous crosstalk]

Dr. Gopeesingh: Madam Speaker, | stand on Standing Order 51, anticipation.
Madam Speaker: Member for Caroni East, | have recognized the Member for
Naparima. Attorney General. Attorney General and Minister of Finance, | am on
my legs. Member for Naparima, your supplemental question.

Mr. Charles: Minister, if you were aware of the information from BPTT, did you
set out to deceive and misadvise the population? [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: | will allow misadvise and not deceive; misadvise.

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | will not be baited by the Member for
Naparima. | will address this matter in my speech.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Madam Speaker, based on that question | would like to—
Dr. Gopeesingh: What Standing Order?

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Invoke—][Crosstalk] “a-a”. [Crosstalk]

Hon. Members: “Oooh.” [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Member for Arouca/Maloney, Standing Order.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: | am invoking Standing Order 48(6).

Madam Speaker: And Member for Arouca/Maloney, | think the question asked

was misadvised. | will not uphold your objection.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, there are six questions
for oral answer and we will be answering all six.

New Business Loan Financing
(Details of)

180. Mr. Fazal Karim (Chaguanas East) asked the hon. Minister of Labour and

Small Enterprise Development:
Could the Minister state:

a)  the number of new business that started as a result of loan financing secured
from a Government lending agency from September 2015 to March 31,
2019; and

b)  the number of jobs created as a result of new businesses in part (a)?

The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise
Development, there are several government lending agencies in Trinidad and
Tobago. Unfortunately, the question does not specify the agency from which the
information is being sought. It is not possible, therefore, to answer the question
with any degree of specificity and the Member may be advised to file the question

with further and better particulars.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas East.

Mr. Karim: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Hon. Minister, is it possible
for you to, as we say, (a) NEDCO. Could you give details of NEDCO in this case
as the Minister responsible?

Hon. C. Robinson-Regis: Madam Speaker, if that question is posed properly, |

will answer the question. But at this time | certainly do not have that information.
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National Entrepreneurship Development Company Limited
(Total Outstanding Loans)
181. Mr. Fazal Karim (Chaguanas East) asked the hon. Minister of Labour and
Small Enterprise Development:
Could the Minister state the total outstanding loans made by National
Entrepreneurship Development Company Limited (NEDCO) as at March 31,
2019?
The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Madam Speaker, the total outstanding loans made by the National
Entrepreneurship Development Company Limited, (NEDCO), as at March 31,
2019, is $5,171.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas East.
Mr. Karim: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Hon. Minister, is it possible
for you to indicate the outstanding loans and what percentage of those are
irrecoverable?
Madam Speaker: Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development.
Hon. C. Robinson-Regis: Madam Speaker, | do not have that information with
me at this time.

Equal Pay for Equal Work Policy
(Details of)

182. Mr. Fazal Karim (Chaguanas East) asked the hon. Minister of Labour and
Small Enterprise Development:
Could the Minister state:

a) whether there is any Government policy to ensure “equal pay for equal
work” for the female population and to correct any imbalances that may
exist;

b) if any such policy exists, can the Minister make this policy available; and
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c)  the key measures outlined in the policy in part (b)?

The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Thank you very much, Madam Speaker; (a), the concept of work of equal value
lies at the heart of the fundamental right of equal remuneration for men and
women, for work of equal value and the promotion of equality. Whilst there is no
official finalized policy, the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development
conducted national stakeholder consultations in Trinidad, on August 24, 2018, and
in Tobago on September 21, 2018, on the establishment of employment standards
legislation. Amongst the issues being considered is a recommendation for the
enshrining of the principle of equal pay for equal work, irrespective of gender. It
should be noted that the principle of equal pay for work of equal value is practised
within the public service as officers, whether public servants or contract officers,
are paid equally, for work of equal values irrespective of their gender.

By virtue of sections 80 and 81 of the Industrial Relations Act, Chap. 88:01,
the Industrial Relations Advisory Committee has been established to advise the
hon. Minister on any matter relating to industrial relations on which the Minister
requests advice and to keep the Act under review. The Act is being consistently
reviewed, and the Advisory Committee submitted a draft policy position paper on
employment standards to the Minister on July 23, 2018, for review. In the said
position paper the Advisory Committee noted that at present several basic terms
and conditions of work are set out in the laws of Trinidad and Tobago, specifically,
within the Minimum Wages Act which set out hours of work; the Workmen’s
Compensation Act; the Occupational Safety and Health Act; the Retrenchment and
Severance Benefits Act; the Maternity Protection Act; the Equal Opportunity Act
and the Children Act.

Notwithstanding the fact that at present several basic terms and conditions of
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work are legislated, the Advisory Committee believes that further definition of the
rights and responsibilities of workers and employees and employers in the
workplace is required not only to realize the decent work agenda but also to
develop a peaceful, competitive and protective industrial relations climate to the
benefit of Trinidad and Tobago.

The answer to part (b). It should be noted that this is a draft policy paper
which has to be finalized and therefore submitted to Cabinet for approval. At
present, all stakeholder comments received by the Ministry have been collated and
are currently under consideration.

In answer to part (c), the draft policy paper on employment standards
contemplates the creation of an employment standards Bill that will provide for the
following:

1. General provisions in respect of the scope of application of the

legislation.

2. The provision of written particulars of employment.

3. Non-discrimination in the workplace which enshrines the principle
that men and women shall be entitled to equal pay for work of equal
value.

4, A safe and healthy workplace environment.

5. Terms and conditions of work, regulation of working time and leave
provisions.

6. Termination of employment.

7. Monitoring and compliance and enforcement.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas East.

Mr. Karim: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Having listened to all the
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information, could the hon. Minister indicate by when we can expect to see the
policy statement be brought to us for implementation?

Madam Speaker: Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development.

Hon. C. Robinson-Regis: As soon as we have completed our review of the
recommendations, it will be brought.

Nutramix Hatchery Development
(WASA Waiver Grant)

203. Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche East) asked the hon. Minister of Public
Utilities:
Could the Minister indicate the circumstances that led Water and Sewerage
Authority to grant a waiver of approximately $500,000 to the Nutramix
Hatchery Development at Rivulet Road for a private commercial facility?
The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte): Madam
Speaker, information from the Water and Sewerage Authority, (WASA) does not
support the allegations that WASA granted a waiver of approximately $500,000 to
Nutramix Hatchery Development at “Rootville road”—
Hon. Member: “Rootville road”? Rivulet.
Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:—Rivulet Road for a private commercial facility.
The expansion of the distribution network to provide pipe borne water to the
population is the responsibility of the Water and Sewerage Authority. However, in
the discharge of this responsibility the authority from time to time engages in joint
venture arrangements with the private sector as this is the practice in the utility
sector which is characterized by high capital expenditure. The opportunity for
such a collaboration presented itself when the Ministry of Works and Transport
was constructing a bridge along the route across the Caroni River and undertaking
major repairs to the “Rootville road” in close proximity—

Hon. Members: Rivulet Road.
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Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:—to where Nutramix Limited has been building a
state-of-the-art hatchery. WASA was invited to install valves along the roadway.
This is the normal practice when the Ministry of Works and Transport is
developing roadway infrastructure in an area so as to minimize inconvenience to
the travelling public in the future.

Madam Speaker, Couva is one of the fastest growing areas in the country
and this work will facilitate the development of the area as well as generate
iImmediate benefits to the authority from the commercial sale of water to residents
and existing businesses.

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas West.

Mr. Singh: Hon. Minister, could you indicate to this House the cost of this joint
venture between the Water and Sewerage Authority and Nutramix?

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam Speaker, the work that, as | said, that was
done by the Water and Sewerage Authority is work that is traditionally done when
repairs are being done to a particular bridge. And therefore, these were the works
that were conducted. The private sector arrangement involves the provision of
heavy equipment, right, at a cost of approximately—approximate cost of that
heavy equipment was about 200,000 with WASA providing technical assistance.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Chaguanas West.

Mr. Singh: Hon. Minister, are you aware that there is a principle in the utility
sector that the user pays and that therefore if there is any scope of works and there
Is a benefit to any user, that users pays. Are you aware of that principle?

Madam Speaker: Minister of Public Utilities.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam Speaker, that principle, yes, we understand
that principle but it is not applicable in this particular case. Because here it is this

was work that was being conducted by the Ministry of Works and Transport. This
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area was earmarked for development, both industrial and commercial. At the end
of the day there was certain work that needed to be done by WASA. You could
not have gone there after you have fixed the work by the Ministry of Works and
Transport and then go afterwards and do the work by WASA. [Desk thumping] It
just does not make sense. So this was done there to facilitate future development
by WASA and they will get tremendous revenue coming from commercial and
residential use.

Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Oropouche East.

Dr. Moonilal: Thank you very much for the explanation, Mr. Minister. Mr.
Minister, in light of this very good coincidence of the Ministry of Works and
Transport fixing a bridge and a private commercial entity being established, in
light of this good coincidence, could you indicate to us whether joint ventures of
this kind are part of a policy framework that other private sector players and
commercial developers can benefit [Desk thumping] from that policy as well—
Madam Speaker: Minister of Public Utilities.

Dr. Moonilal:—or would we have to rely on a coincidence of sort?

Madam Speaker: Minister of Public Utilities.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Madam Speaker, as | have said in the utility sector,
both at T&TEC and in other utilities, this is something that is practised and that is
something that is common practice. And therefore it is something that has
happened and there have been occasion way back in other times when the similar
types of arrangements was actually put in place. Therefore again, | want to
reiterate that this is work—and | am sure you are not objecting to the constituents
getting a bridge that was in badly need of repair being repaired. And therefore,
that is work that was earmarked to be done by the Ministry of Works and
Transport, and as is customary, WASA working with the Ministry of Works, got
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the work done at that point of time. [Desk thumping]

Kay Donna Drive-in
(Acquisition of)

204. Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche East) asked the hon. Minister of Works
and Transport:
Could the Minister indicate the total sum agreed for the acquisition of the
Kay Donna Drive-in property to facilitate the construction of the Curepe
interchange?
The Minister of Works and Transport (Sen. The Hon. Rohan Sinanan):
Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, question 204. This matter is being
negotiated. However, it is noteworthy that the State has not paid one cent to the
owners of the building which once housed the Kay Donna Drive-in Cinema.
Thank you.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Oropouche East.
Dr. Moonilal: Is the Ministry suggesting that full and final settlement on this
matter is outstanding for another government to undertake?
Madam Speaker: Minister of Works and Transport.
Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, | am sure this matter will be settled
before 2045 [Laughter and desk thumping] when another government might be
here. The Ministry of Works and Transport does not negotiate final payments. It
is done by the Ministry of Finance under the Valuations Department and the
Ministry of Works and Transport will be guided once that decision is taken. Thank
you.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Oropouche East.
Dr. Moonilal: Thank you very much Minister for your flamboyant response.
Could I ask, for example, where are we with the negotiations on that business? Do

we expect it to be settled soon? And when can you tell the population, before you
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demit office soon, that that matter will be settled? [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Minister of Works and Transport.

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, some time ago | saw on a UNC
Facebook page the Minister of Works and Transport got $100 million. Two weeks
after that, | heard the Leader of the Opposition on a platform saying the Minister of
Works and Transport got $140 million.

Dr. Moonilal: How much it is?

Mr. Hinds: Fake, fake news.

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: One week after that | heard the Leader of the
Opposition say the Minister of Works and Transport got $130 million.

Dr. Moonilal: How much is it really?

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, my information is that the owners
of the Kay Donna Drive-in do not own the land. No claim has been made for the
land and a claim is being negotiated for substantially less. Madam Speaker, it is
important to note that the previous Government approved $150 million—

Hon. Members: “Oooh.”

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan:—for land acquisition. This Government reduced the
claim to $89 million for 24 properties. It is impossible to understand how the
Leader of the Opposition could say on a platform that $130 million is being paid
for one of the properties. Thank you.

Mr. Hinds: Fake news.

2.00 p.m.

Madam Speaker: Member for Naparima, supplemental.

Mr. Charles: Minister, in view of the ethical issues involved, do you not think
that you should have recused yourself from answering this question? [Desk
thumping]
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Madam Speaker: Minister of Works and Transport.

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, it is difficult to accept that people
who served in government do not understand that the Ministry of Works and

Transport does not interfere in land valuation.
Hon. Member: Under you. Under you.
Hon. Member: “Yuh forget bout Point Fortin tuh San Fernando.”

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, | thank you. [Crosstalk] Madam
Speaker, again, the Ministry of Works and Transport and the Minister of Works
and Transport do not interfere in the acquisition of land. It is done by the

Valuations Department under the Ministry of Finance. Thank you.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental. Member for Oropouche East.

Dr. Moonilal: So, Minister, you are confirming to us today, is it not, that at this
stage in that development works there, you do not have a clue as to how much
money will be used to settle that property or any settlement involving that parcel of

land?
Madam Speaker: Minister of Works and Transport.

Sen. The Hon. R. Sinanan: Madam Speaker, again, the Government did approve
$89 million from $150 million, as approved by the previous Government. It is
expected that all the properties to be acquired will fall within the approved
allocation. Thank you. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Hinds: PNM style. That is how we do it.
Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche East.

Dr. Moonilal: And we “ha tuh do dat as well”.
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Greenvale Housing Development
(Housing Scam)

205. Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche East) asked the hon. Minister of Housing

and Urban Development:

Could the Minister update the House on the findings of the investigation on
the “housing scam” related to the illegal and fraudulent distribution of
housing units by Ministry officials discovered after the October 2018

flooding at the Greenvale Housing Development?

The Minister of Housing and Urban Development (Hon. Maj. Gen. Edmund
Dillon): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the
investigation into the alleged matter is currently ongoing. Consequently, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development cannot comment or divulge any
information at this stage due to the sensitive nature of the matter. However, the
Ministry, together with its agency, the Trinidad and Tobago Housing Development
Corporation, is cooperating fully with the authorities with respect to the said

investigation.
Madam Speaker: Supplemental, Member for Oropouche East.

Dr. Moonilal: Thank you very much for the clarity, Minister. Could you indicate
whether this report or matters connected to this have been sent to the Trinidad and

Tobago Police Service?
Madam Speaker: Minister of Housing and Urban Development.

Hon. Maj. Gen. E. Dillon: Madam Speaker, yes, | can confirm. As a matter of

fact, the matter is being investigated by the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service.
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STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
(Adoption)

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): [Desk thumping] Thank you,

Madam Speaker. | beg to more the following Motion standing in my name:

Be it resolved that this House adopt the Second Report of the Standing Finance
Committee of the House of Representatives for the Fourth Session, (2018/2019),
Eleventh Parliament on the consideration of proposals for the Supplementation of
Appropriation for the fiscal year 2019.

Madam Speaker, starting with the global situation, on the face of it, global
economic growth appears robust. The world economy is expected to expand at a
steady pace of 3 per cent in 2019 and 2020, and growth rates in many developed
countries are close to their potential, while unemployment rates have fallen to
historical lows.

Among the developing economies, the Asian regions remain on a strong
growth trajectory while many commodity exporting countries are continuing a
gradual recovery. However, short-term risks are rising with the potential to disrupt
economic activity. These include escalating trade disputes and an undercurrent of
geopolitical tensions. We, in Trinidad and Tobago, must therefore be ever mindful
of the fact that we are a small commodity-producing economy that is vulnerable
our exogenous shocks. However, as | will demonstrate, the present Government
has weathered the oil price shock that began in 2014 and which has continued up to
the present day.

It is worth reminding the population that in mid-2014 oil prices were at a
high of US $100 per barrel. By the end of that year, however, oil prices had fallen
to US $57 per barrel. In 2015, the election year, oil prices averaged only US $46
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per barrel, dropping as low as $33 per barrel. Government expenditure continued
apace up to the election, however, as if there was no tomorrow. By 2016, oil prices
had dropped to as low as US $26 per barrel, averaging only US $38 per barrel in
that year. While there has been a modest recovery in prices since 2016, we have
not seen $100 oil for the last five years and the prices are still volatile.

Reduced oil prices have also had an effect on natural gas prices, which are
far less than they were 12 years ago. | make these points to illustrate how far we
have come since the oil price shock of 2014/2015, which resulted in a reduction in
annual revenues from petroleum of $20 billion—from $28 billion in 2014 to $8
billion in 2016. These figures are published in Appendix 20 of the 2018 Review of
the Economy for those who wish to know, and represent a 38 per cent reduction in
government revenue between 2014 and 2016.

There are few countries in the world, Madam Speaker, that can withstand a
38 per cent reduction in revenue and survive, but through careful and prudent
financial management by this Government we have managed to stabilize our
economy, keep people in jobs, keep the country running on an even keel and return
our country to growth. [Desk thumping] The pessimists and opposition voices
inside and outside of Parliament would have us believe that it is not so. But the
facts and figures do not lie.

Looking at domestic conditions now, Madam Speaker, in my last budget
statement in October 2018, | announced that the Central Statistical Office had
estimated that the Trinidad and Tobago economy had grown in real terms by 1.9
per cent in 2018, thus reversing the decline that had started in 2014. The news of
an economic turnaround was met with cynicism by those opposed to us, and by a
number of perennially negative commentators who seem to be only comfortable

when things are going badly. Indeed, Madam Speaker, some of these
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commentators appear incapable of seeing anything good in a positive report, and
are always searching for something prejudicial to say. | have even heard it said that
1 per cent growth is nothing to shout about. But you can be certain, Madam
Speaker, that if it was a 1 per cent decline, they would be propagandizing loudly
[Desk thumping] about an economic collapse.

However, since the last budget statement, we have had confirmation of our
economic recovery from the major international agencies, such as the IMF, the
United Nations Economic Analysis and Policy Division and the World Bank.
Indeed as recently as last Thursday, the IMF’s Communications Director
confirmed, in a live press conference, that our economy began to improve in 2017
and returned to growth in 2018.

Allow me to illustrate these facts with actual data, Madam Speaker. | have in
my possession the quarterly GDP figures from our Central Statistical Office for
2017 and 2018. In the second quarter of 2017, our GDP declined by 5.6 per cent.
In the third quarter it declined by 3.3 per cent, and in the fourth quarter it declined
by 1.9 per cent. You will observe that the decline in GDP was slowing down as
the year progressed, hence the reason why the IMF has said that our economy
began to improve in 2017.

Following this, in the first quarter of 2018 our GDP switched from negative
to positive, growing by .9 per cent. This was followed by growth of 2.1 per cent in
the second quarter of 2018 and growth of 1.5 per cent in the third quarter of 2018.
This is actual data, Madam Speaker, not projections. And according to the CSO,
therefore, we have had three consecutive quarters of economic growth in 2018. For
those who may be side-tracked by the barrage of misinformation that comes from
uninformed or biased commentators, three consecutive quarters of growth after a

period of decline is a clear indication of economic recovery. [Desk thumping] We
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await the final figures for the fourth quarter of 2018 from the CSO to confirm the
actual growth figure for 2018.

Looking back at 2015, Madam Speaker, it was under those very difficult
conditions, with a huge drop in revenue of almost 40 per cent, that the new
Government, led by the able Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley, put in place a
carefully sequenced programme of macroeconomic adjustment and reform. This
established the framework and policy strategies for paving the way to a resumption
of self-sustaining growth and prosperity. By 2018, a disciplined fiscal stance had
become ingrained as a feature of this Government’s macroeconomic policy
framework to bring expenditure broadly in line with revenue potential. As you will
appreciate, Madam Speaker, the expenditure reduction in revenue enhancement
programmes represented a very challenging policy agenda, yet we kept the
programme firmly on track. We acted swiftly and decisively to adapt and to
strengthen policies as events unfolded.

We curtailed unproductive spending and embarked on continual
Improvement in the efficiency of operations of Government and the public sector.
Our 2019 budget estimates reflected the results of our sustained efforts when we
budgeted for an expenditure of $51.77 billion and revenue of $47.72 billion,
supported by financing of $4.05 billion or a deficit of 2.5 per cent of GDP, well
within international norms. Madam Speaker, the recovery of our economy in the
face of a global slowdown was no doubt due to the disciplined fiscal strategy
embedded in our economic transformation agenda. With the revival of growth now
established and projected to stabilize around 2 per cent annually by 2021, we are
now strengthening other supporting policies, strategies and reforms to ensure that
growth over the long term would be sustainable, bringing lasting employment and

greater equality of incomes and opportunities.
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In particular, Madam Speaker, we are ensuring that natural gas production
will continue to be a major driver of economic growth, largely because of the
efforts of our energy sector negotiating teams, and | may say our expert negotiating
teams. Natural gas production increased in 2018 to an average of 3.63 billion
standard cubic feet per day and 8 per cent increase over the 2017 average, of 3.36
billion cubic feet per day. Further, gas production continues to increase and is
expected to reach an average of 3.8 billion cubic feet per day in 2019. Indeed,
Madam Speaker, production is already averaging 3.81 billion cubic feet per day in
the first quarter of 2019. You should note that this data is readily available on the
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries website.

On this matter, Madam Speaker, | have taken note of alarmist newspaper
articles about a recent announcement by BP that it may not be able to guarantee a
continued gas supply for Train 1 of the Atlantic LNG Plant. The unwarranted
negativity that is evident in these publications follows a pattern that is endemic in
some quarters. Allow me to clarify. The BP wells with less than satisfactory results
are only two in number, and are infill wells in existing gas fields. Unlike
exploration wells, infill wells are normally brought into production almost
immediately. | am advised that one of these infill wells will go into production
shortly, although with lower volumes than anticipated, leaving just one
unproductive well. All of this drama, therefore, is totally unnecessary.

It should be noted, Madam Speaker—and this is fact as opposed to fiction—
in February 2019, just three months ago, gas production almost reached four
billion standard cubic feet per day, the highest production since March 2015. [Desk
thumping] Accordingly, Madam Speaker, notwithstanding recent events, the
Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries, after consultation with the major oil and

gas companies, has advised that gas production is still expected to average
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3.8 billion cubic feet per day in 2018. It is noteworthy that when BHP Billiton
announced the discovery of a significant gas find in 2018, and another encouraging
gas find as recently as April 2019, and the company made it clear that it intended
to make a huge financial investment in Trinidad and Tobago, we did not hear one
peep out of the naysayers. Clearly, they are allergic to good news.

Further, Madam Speaker, oil production is projected to stabilize in 2019 and
thereafter trend steadily upwards from the current 60,000 barrels per day in 2019 to
over 80,000 barrels per day by 2023. This projected expansion is partly due to the
performance of the newly established oil production company, Heritage Petroleum,
which has begun to ramp up its exploration and production activities, as well as the
planned activities of other local producers.

We also envisage that barring unforeseen circumstances, the resumption of
refining operations at Pointe-a-Pierre could take place by December 2019, since a
number of strong proposals for the reopening of the refinery are expected. Also,
the Caribbean Gas Chemical, Methanol to Dimethyl Ether Plant is expected to
come on stream later this year. This expansion in the energy sector has already had
a knock-on effect on the non-oil sector, which had been sluggish for some time. In
this context, 1 wish to commend the recent commitment by the Trinidad and
Tobago Manufacturers Association to convert Trinidad and Tobago into a model of
production for the region by doubling manufacturing output through local and
foreign investment. We are supporting this comprehensive manufacturing strategy
as we strive to eliminate waste and corruption, improve the national work ethic and
the processes for doing business.

Further, Madam Speaker, under the Belt and Road Initiative pioneered by
China, the China Harbour Engineering Company is moving to modernize the

communities of the south-west peninsula with a proposed new dry-dock and
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shipbuilding, ship repair facility in La Brea. | am told that market assessment and
feasibility studies have been completed and | am advised that if all goes well, this
public/private partnership arrangement to implement this important project would
be in place in the near future. At the same time the Beijing Construction
Engineering group executed a contract in February 2019 for the design and
construction of the new Phoenix Park Industrial Estate in Couva. Both projects will
generate high value jobs in the construction and operational phases. The Moruga
Agro-Processing and Light Industrial Park will also soon transit from the design
stage to the construction stage.

Our model of economic adjustment has thus minimized the negative impact
on the citizens of the country. Inflation remains at very low levels, at 1 per cent in
2018, the lowest in decades. Our active and enlightened social agenda is geared to
averting marginalization and alleviating poverty. Our well-targeted social safety
net is protecting the vulnerable from the short-term costs and dislocation of
adjustment. For example, eligible former employees of Petrotrin will soon benefit
from a land distribution programme, involving ownership of residential lots and
access to agricultural sites with associated financial support. Vulnerable persons in
the society are being increasingly supported with effective social policies.

The social safety net base for our retirees, our working families, our senior
citizens and major vulnerable groups, has increased by more than 5,000 since
September 2015, from 156,000 to over 161,000 persons. Through improvements
in efficiency and delivery, we have distributed over 1,000 additional food cards to
deserving households, and an additional 2,500 public assistance grants. We have
also increased the number of persons in receipt of senior citizens pension by 1,600
while significantly increasing the cap on pensions.

Madam Speaker, we have also invested in our people for education, health
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and housing programmes. The Government Assistance for Tuition Expenses,
(GATE), a revolutionary programme of the PNM, launched in 2004 [Desk
thumping] and the Higher Education Loan Programme, together with free universal
education at both the primary and secondary schools, are generating a cadre of
human resources to meet the requirements of our growing economy.

Our hospital development strategy will provide access to quality health care
for our citizens throughout Trinidad and Tobago. The Arima Hospital is more than
75 per cent complete. The Point Fortin Hospital is more than 60 per cent complete.
The proposed new Sangre Grande Hospital and the reconstruction of the Port of
Spain General Hospital, central block, are at early stages of work commencement.
Just this morning the contract was signed, while the delivery of health care at the
Couva Hospital will also commence shortly.

Affordable quality housing is being provided to address the supply of
housing units to meet the demands of over 175,000 applicants. We are completing
previously stalled projects, with almost 1,000 units already delivered. We are also
Initiating new projects to provide safe and affordable housing units for our citizens.
Under the Aided Self-help Programme, 700 qualified individuals are now
preparing to construct their own homes. Under the Housing and Village
Improvement Programme, 57 homes are being constructed or improved in the first
village identified for attention, Samuel Cooper in Moruga, and it is my
understanding this is also happening in San Fernando West.

Under the public/private partnership arrangement, 201 units are under
construction in Cunupia; 72 units in Fyzabad; 160 in Mount Hope; 98 in Trestrail,
Arima; 58 in Malabar; 53 in Corinth; 102 in Harmony Hall; 86 in Pray Village,
Moruga; 210 in South Quay; 65 in Gomez Trace, Moruga; and 504 in Curepe. The

involvement of the private sector is being consolidated with the well-timed,—and |
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must congratulate them—commendable decision of Republic Bank to secure a US
$75 million loan from the International Finance Corporation to assist in home
construction, especially for middle income households. [Desk thumping] We are
now ensuring that our housing construction programme, including the
public/private partnership arrangement, is brought on a self-sustaining basis, given
our objective to complete 6,000 units by 2020 and to roll out 3,000 per annum
thereafter.

The proceeds of our first issue of housing bonds at an attractive rate of 4.5
per cent per annum over five years, due in the next two months, will be utilized to
immediately accelerate the housing construction programme, with the proceeds
from mortgages issued by Trinidad and Tobago Mortgage Finance Company,
being utilized to finance on an ongoing basis, development and sale of houses.
Key attributes of the housing bonds would include: the bonds will be offered to
individuals in the first instance; the bonds would be underwritten so that any bonds
not subscribed by individuals would be placed with institutional investors on the
secondary market after the close of the bond issue; initial investors with a
minimum of $5,000 investment will receive priority for a housing unit once that
investor meets the eligibility criteria of the HDC. With over 75,000 qualified
persons on the HDC list we expect to be able to assist a significant number of
persons through this mechanism.

Madam Speaker, our economic resilience has also been anchored on
wide-ranging infrastructure activity, including the expansion of the road network,
coastal protection and advances in the delivery of air and sea services. The San
Fernando to Point Fortin Highway, this important project has been rescued from
the brink of disaster that we found it in 2015, with the main contractor in

bankruptcy. Through astute management we were able to recover $1 billion from
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the funds for the project [Desk thumping] and construction works are now well
under way with completion scheduled for December 2020.

The Churchill Roosevelt Highway extension to Sangre Grande is being
constructed in phases with completion scheduled for January 2020. The
Valencia/Toco Highway is now at an advanced stage of design—completion and
environment impact assessment. The Moruga Main Road is being comprehensively
rehabilitated with scheduled completion in 2020. Coastal protection works in
several areas are re-establishing coastal communities. Preparation for the
construction of a new modern airport terminal building in Tobago is well
advanced. The Andean Development Bank of Latin America is providing technical
assistance for the project and the main terminal is being constructed by a
design/build finance contractor with associated works by subcontractors with
public financing. Construction work is scheduled to commence in December 2019
with practical completion by early 2021.

Caribbean Airlines is managing the air bridge carefully and through close
monitoring has been adjusting its schedule, as required, to facilitate smooth travel
between Trinidad and Tobago. In 2018, CAL provided 1,530,910 seats to and from
Tobago, with usage of 86 per cent or 962,302 seats. In the first three months of
2019, CAL has provided 250,071 seats with utilization of 223,991 seats or 90 per
cent. CAL has also become profitable in 2018. [Desk thumping] Indeed, after
years of billion-dollar losses under the previous Government, Caribbean Airlines
under this Government, has moved from perennial loss-making to sustainable
profitability. [Desk thumping]

The sea bridge is being consolidated with the arrival shortly of the new
modern fast ferry, Jean de La Valette, which has been leased for a one-year period,

providing additional capacity for 800 passengers and 230 cars. This fast ferry
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would join the Galleons Passage and the Trinidad and Tobago Spirit and provide
the necessary surplus capacity to allow proper maintenance of the existing vessels.

In mid-2020, the arrangements on the sea bridge would be further upgraded
and rationalized with the arrival of two brand new state-of-the-art fast ferries, now
under construction for Trinidad and Tobago by Austal Ships PTY Limited and
INCAT Tasmania PTY Limited. Before I leave Tobago, | am pleased to announce
that as Minister of Finance, | intend to grant approval in the very near future to the
Tobago House of Assembly to raise loan financing on the local market, a budget
promise, in the sum of $300 million for a number of development projects in our
sister isle, including health and sporting facilities, housing, roads and bridges,
coastal protection and the THA's innovative intelligent island ICT project. [Desk
thumping]

We have now completed three-and-a-half years of careful management of
the national economy. We have repaired our fiscal accounts and appropriately
addressed the collapse in government revenues. We have also returned the
economy to growth and expect a stabilized growth at 2 per cent annually by 2021.
It was these considerations which led the Government in its 2019 Budget
Statement to programme revenue and expenditure estimates of $47.72 billion and
$51.77 billion respectively, with a deficit of $4.05 billion or 2.5 per cent of GDP.

Fiscal consolidation also remains an ongoing project with the strengthening
of tax administration with the soon-to-be established Trinidad and Tobago
Revenue Authority and the Gambling and Gaming Commission. | can report that
the joint select committee meetings for these two ground-breaking institutions have
been concluded and the reports of the committees, with the amended legislation,
will soon be laid in this House. In fact, the report on the JSC of the Trinidad and

Tobago Revenue Authority was laid earlier today.
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Public sector debt, which had been rising in the context of unavoidable fiscal
deficits, has now been stabilized at 62 per cent of GDP in 2018, well within
international benchmarks. In the context of the carefully targeted adjustment effort,
import demand has been restrained with imports falling to US $5.24 billion in 2018
while exports have remained higher than import, at US $8.33 billion in 2018. As a
result, Madam Speaker, the country is now running a significant balance of
payments surplus, a reversal of the 2016 situation when our balance of payments
was negative. Our foreign reserves have been impacted over the last three years;
as a result of this Government’s policy decision to defend our exchange rate so as
to minimize inflation and avoid the adverse impact of a currency shock on the cost
of living. However, with over eight months import cover, our official gross
foreign reserves far exceed typical benchmarks of reserve adequacy.

Further, with the emerging expansion of the energy sector, our reserves are
sustainable well into the foreseeable future. Indeed, when the official Central
Bank figures are examined, we see that the decline in foreign reserves has slowed
considerably, falling only US $150 million between September 2018 and
March 2019. Financial buffers remain substantial. On the 3™ of May, 2019, just a
few days ago, assets in the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund hit an all-time high of
US $6.1 billion, [Desk thumping] while foreign exchange reserves at the Central
Bank currently amount to a healthy US $7.3 billion, or a combined amount of US
$13.4 billion.

2.30 p.m.

There is also available within the local commercial banks, the amount of US
$2.5 billion for commercial and individual transaction purposes. Simply put,
sound and stable macroeconomic conditions, in particular, low inflation and stable

interest rates have laid the foundation on which savings and investment are being
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Madam Speaker, the fiscal outturn for the first half of 2019 points strongly
in the direction of fiscal sustainability. Our 2019 budget was predicated on an oil
price of US $65 per barrel and a gas price of US $2.75 per MMBtu. Current prices
are not deviating significantly from these assumptions, however, global energy
prices declined by 17 per cent over the period October 2018 to February 2019
which resulted in a loss of revenue, in particular, royalties on oil and
supplementary petroleum tax. Oil prices fell after recording a high of US $70 per
barrel in October 2018, to a low of US $49 per barrel in December 2018. But since
then, prices have recovered to an average of US $63 in April 2019. Gas prices are
now hovering around US $2.65 per MMBtu but over the period October 2018 to
April 2019, the price was $3.26 per MMBtu, above the budget estimates.

Revenue, in the first half, | am pleased to announce, was $706 million above
the programme revenue estimated in the context of the budgeted $47.72 billion for
the year. [Desk thumping] On the other hand, as a result of our tight cash flow
situation, expenditure in the first half of 2019 was $2.55 billion below the
programmed expenditure in the context of the total budgeted for the year of $51.77
billion. The originally estimated deficit for 2019 was $4.05 billion but for the
purposes of administration with capital revenue programmed for the second half of
the year, a deficit of $5.11 billion was programmed for the first six months of the
year. This is what we had programmed, Madam Speaker, as we looked at cash
flow: a deficit of $5.11 billion for the first six months of the year. However, | am
happy to report that the actual recorded deficit for the first half of 2019 was only
$1.85 billion. [Desk thumping] This performance is another indication of our
ability to manage the country’s finances prudently and carefully.

Madam Speaker, the achievement of the stabilization objectives with
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revenue and expenditure now in broad alignment, represents a solid foundation on
which transformation and growth would now be anchored. The increase in
Government revenue of $706 million in the first half of 2019 was mainly due to
higher than anticipated receipts from taxes on incomes and profits, $195 million;
taxes on international trade, $28 million; non-tax revenue, $105 million; capital
revenue, $926 million. These are all higher than anticipated collections. These
increases were partially upset by lower than anticipated receipts from taxes on
goods and services of $578 million. The better than projected performance of
taxes on incomes and profits was primarily due to higher receipts of $452 million
from other companies. However, this was offset by lower than projected receipts
of $395 million from oil companies as a result of the 17 per cent decline in oil
prices in the first quarter of fiscal 2019.

Non-tax revenue also performed well above expectations during the main
from equity profits from the Central Bank and state enterprises. Capital revenue
was also higher than expected due to a number of transactions related to the
repayment of debt owed by Clico to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. In
terms of expenditure, recurrent expenditure for the first six months was lower than
the anticipated of $23.63 billion. The reductions in expenditure in goods and
services and interest payments amounting to $1.47 billion.

Looking forward, Madam Speaker, we have recognized the importance of
the achievement of a sustainable growth, not only the overall fiscal position but the
very nature of the expenditure being envisaged. As a result, we intend to direct
resources into areas which would support not only the private sector and its
business activities, but also in enhancing growth and development, including
infrastructure rollout, roads, highways, bridges and hospitals, discharging arrears to

commercial suppliers and contractors, as well as liquidating VAT refunds with a
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As a result of our policy of maintaining key public sector investment, in
particular in the areas of infrastructure as well as to put our tax relations with the
commercial sector on a current basis, total expenditure has been revised upwards to
$52.07 billion, an increase of approximately $300 million over the budgeted 2019
expenditure of $51.77 billion. On the other hand, because of lower oil prices, total
revenue which was budgeted at $47.72 billion is projected to fall by $221 million
to $47.5 billion, with a resultant overall fiscal deficit of $4.57 billion compared
with $4.05 billion as budgeted. The oil price assumption used in the 2019 Budget
Statement will therefore be adjusted to $60 per barrel but with gas prices averaging
US $3.26 per MMBtu over the period October 2018 to April 2019, the gas price
assumption has been revised upwards to US $3 per MMBtu from the $2.75 used in
the original budget.

We are also providing through supplementation, as is in the report of the
committee, a much-needed $1.839 billion for envisaged expenditure in 18 areas,
and they are all contained in the report of the committee which | will not go
through in much detail because it is all available for Members. Simply, the
Judiciary will receive $57.68 billion additional for salaries and arrears of salaries
for vacant positions, for arrears of rent. The Service Commissions will receive $3
million for security services, an assessment of senior officials in the public sector.
The Office of the Prime Minister will receive $12 million to meet the operational
costs of the Children’s Authority, among other things. The Ministry of Finance
will receive $709 million to reimburse the Infrastructure Development Fund from
which funds were used to finance the exit cost associated with the Petroleum
Company of Trinidad and Tobago. This will ensure that adequate funding is

available for our Development Programme for the rest of the year.
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The Comptroller of Accounts would receive $18 million for pensions and
gratuities. The Ministry of National Security will receive $200 million for CCTV
camera services, for janitorial services, for the Civilian Conservation Corps and its
Strategic Services Agency. The Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal
Affairs will receive an extra $50 million for legal fees; well deserved. The
Ministry of Education will receive $50 million for examination invigilators, for
school feeding and examination fees. The Ministry of Labour and Small
Enterprise Development will receive $39.3 million for the OJT Programme. The
Ministry of Public Utilities will receive $200 million to meet outstanding payments
to Desalcott. The Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government will
receive $39 million for salaries for municipal police officers, for water trucking
and rent at municipal corporations, among other things. The Ministry of Works
and Transport will receive $85.7 million for daily-paid employees and for the
charter hire of a new high-speed passenger vessel, Jean de La Valette.

The Police Service will receive $75 million for salaries and allowances for
police officers, for payment for utilities, rent, equipment acquisition and other bills.
The Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs will receive $1.6 million for minor
equipment. The Ministry of Communications will receive the sum of $10 million
for TTT for live broadcasts. The Ministry of Social Development and Family
Services will receive $227.5 million to meet the increases in senior citizens’
pensions as well as for flood victims.

The Public Sector Investment Programme is being increased for the
Personnel Department in the sum of $2 million to start outfitting a new building for
the staff of the CPO; the Ministry of National Security in the sum of $7 million to
meet the maintenance costs of vessels utilized by the coastguard; the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Development in the sum of $48 million to pay contractors for
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the refurbishment of HDC apartments, for the Housing and Village Improvement
Programme and works in greater Port of Spain; the Ministry of Foreign and
Caricom Affairs in the sum of $4.42 million for refurbishing our Embassy in
Washington and the High Commission in London.

| now turn to procurement. | am advised that the Office of Procurement
Regulation, the OPR, has now reached 95 per cent of its required staffing. Further,
the OPR has reported that its software application is being installed to facilitate the
establishment of a comprehensive database on public procurement including
information of tenders received, the award and value of contracts. Additionally,
the procurement depository, required in accordance with section 26 of the
Procurement Act, is expected to be accessible within the next three months. The
OPR has also advised that it will soon be in a position to roll out a number of
handbooks for the guidance of procuring entities across the State sector.

The regulations. Since my last report to the Parliament in February 2019 on
the status of the preparation of the procurement regulations, essential for
implementation of the Act, further progress has been made. The OPR undertook a
comprehensive review of our comments and the comments of counsel and reverted
it to the Ministry of Finance at the end of March 2019, having treated with most of
the issues raised. Detailed comments on the redrafted regulations will be
submitted by the Ministry of Finance to the Procurement Regulator in the next few
days. Accordingly, | am advised that barring unforeseen circumstances, further
proclamation of important sections of the Act can be achieved by August 2019.
Following proclamation, the Regulator proposes a three-day workshop for
familiarizing procuring entities with the regulations together with a six-month
transition period to allow entities to fulfil their requirements.

Before | conclude, Madam Speaker, | have taken note of a number of recent
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articles and editorials about the Trinidad and Tobago economy which are not based
on any facts. They rely simply on sweeping statements, unproven theories and
hearsay. These publications have common distinguishing features. They are all
negative and defeatist as if the authors have a fervent wish that we, as a country,
must fail. But notwithstanding this campaign of negativity, the data that is
available from our Central Bank, our Central Statistical Office, the Ministry of
Finance, the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries and in the public domain,
confirms the indisputable fact that we have recovered from the oil shock of 2014
and we have stabilized our economy. Indisputable! [Desk thumping]

For those who may still be confused by the noise from the naysayers, allow
me to place on record some hard facts as opposed to fiction and stark contrast to
the mantra of doom and gloom. Our local banks are enjoying unprecedented
growth in incomes and profits. Republic Bank, for example, has increased its
annual profits after tax from $1.17 billion in 2015, when we came in, to $1.32
billion in 2018; an increase of 13 per cent with its total assets moving from $66
billion to $70 billion. Not to be left behind, First Citizens Bank has increased its
profits after tax from $630 million in 2015, to $674 million in 2018; an increase of
7 per cent. FCB’s total assets also increased from $37.5 billion to $42 billion over
the period. And for those of the public who invested in the public offering from
FCB, FCB’s price is now $37 a day, up $5 from $32 in the public offering. [Desk
thumping and interruption] Per share, sorry. FCB’s share price is now $37, up $5
from the $32 when we floated that public offering. All of this information is
readily available on the websites of these banks.

Turning now to consumer credit, the net credit to the private sector by banks
and lending institutions, a well-established indicator of private sector investment

and consumer confidence, has grown from $51 billion in December 2015, to $58
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billion in December 2018; an increase of $7 billion or 14 per cent over the period.
People are investing and they are spending money in this country. [Desk
thumping] Credit has increased by $7 billion over the last three years. If we look
at prices year on year, retail prices have increased by only 0.8 per cent between
March 2018 and March 2019, while food inflation has been contained at just 2 per
cent year on year, Madam Speaker. These are some of the lowest inflation rates
for Trinidad and Tobago for decades, a direct result of our fiscal and monetary
policy.

Another indicator, life insurance, reveals that the total life insurance
contracts in Trinidad and Tobago have grown from $3.8 billion in 2015, to $4.4
billion in 2018. And for those who do not know, life insurance policies are one of
the strongest forms of savings available to our citizens. So life insurance policies
have grown from $3.8 billion in 2015 to $4.4 billion in 2018. Other indicators of
the health of our insurance industry such as total assets, annuities, deposits, mutual
funds, all show significant growth over the last three years.

The total money supply in circulation in Trinidad and Tobago has also
increased from $85 billion in 2015, to $89 billion in 2018. Mortgage lending has
also increased significantly since 2015. Vehicle sales continue to charge along per
year at an average rate of over 25,000 new registrations per year, with the total
number of vehicles on the road now well over the one million mark. All of this is
available on the Central Bank website. And with all of these positive
developments over the last three and a half years, the dogged persistence and
moaning and groaning of the cynics is baffling. The reality is, Madam Speaker, we
have established a foundation on which we can now adopt expansionary initiatives,
we can now grow and this success has not occurred by chance. At this time, we

see no need whatsoever to impose any additional burdens on our citizens. [Desk
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In this context, in view of the soon-to-be established Revenue Authority and
the need to allow the new entity to start with a clean slate, | wish to announce,
there will be a three-month tax amnesty in this year, starting in mid-June 2019 and
extending to mid-September 2019. [Desk thumping] This amnesty will extend to
all forms of taxation and appropriate legislation to give effect to this measure will
be introduced in this House within the next few weeks. Taxpayers are urged to
take advantage of this amnesty, file their outstanding returns, pay their back taxes
because once the new Revenue Authority comes on stream, future amnesties are
unlikely.

Our success, Madam Speaker, is the result of a vision conceptualized while
we were out of office and resolutely and consistently implemented while in office.
This road has not been easy but | dare say that no other road would have brought
us such success. | have never heard anything meaningful articulated in any other
place. We recognize the growth of real incomes is among our principle objectives
because it is the only means of securing rising living standards on a sustained
basis. We are now changing gears to achieve this objective and to put this
economy on a clear path to progress and prosperity. | now wish to commend to
this House the report of the Standing Finance Committee and the supplementation
of the 2019 appropriation in the sum of $1,839,189,300. With pleasure, Madam
Speaker, | beg to move. [Desk thumping]

Question proposed.

Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar SC (Siparia): Madam Speaker, | thank you for
allowing me this opportunity to contribute to the debate on the mid-term budget
review of this Government. Madam Speaker, 1 came here today with some

expectation and | am sure that the entire population—well, the majority of the
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population would have had some kind of an expectation in anticipation of the
words of the hon. Minister of Finance. And you know, | think what we wanted to
hear, | think many people would have wanted to hear what were the plans that the
Government had to improve their lives, to better their lives but instead what we
heard was more deflection, more distraction and all kinds of numbers thrown at us
today. The Minister has admitted he is “ah magician”, he is “ah wizard”, he
conjures up numbers, he picks them out of a hat and pelts it at you. So | am not
going to get into a numbers game. [Desk thumping] | am not getting into a
numbers game with the Minister today because you see, at the end of the day, you
cannot eat the statistics, you cannot take the numbers and put it in your pocket and
go to the grocery to buy your groceries. [Desk thumping]

At the end of the day, Madam Speaker, what we are about on this side is
about people-centred development [Desk thumping] and therefore, all the nice
figures, whether they are real or not real, whether they match each other, whether
they are taken one year—cherry-picked from one year into the next year, wherever
they come from, can give no comfort to the people of Trinidad and Tobago who do
not have food on their tables, [Desk thumping] who do not have jobs, who cannot
get proper health care and all above it, the Minister told us, well, “life insurance
gone up”. Life insurance. What is the murder rate today, 184 or more? People
cannot even be sure that they will be alive from one minute to the next. And all
that the Minister said, no plans after almost four years going. This is your fourth
year in office, our citizens are virtual hostages. They are trapped in their homes
due to runaway crime. More people are finding themselves without a job. Why
did you not give us those numbers? The humanitarian crisis next door in
Venezuela is impacting on us here and very adversely so, straining our very fragile

and failing economy.
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Foreign exchange has all but dried up. You know, the Minister, Diego
Martin North/East waves his magic wand and everything starts disappearing.
Forex has disappeared, water has disappeared. [Desk thumping and crosstalk] So
many things have just—foreign direct investment has all but dried up. We have
heard of no foreign direct investment. The Minister speaks about the DME plant,
well, thanks to us when we were in office. [Desk thumping] Thanks to us. He
then speaks of the hospital being how much per cent—thanks to us. [Desk
thumping] And yet, they will not open a completed hospital in Couva, [Desk
thumping] fully equipped, they will not open that. Instead, suffer; suffer. Suffer
the little children.

You know in the 2019 budget, we discovered then that the Petrotrin refinery
was being shut down. Now we learn that the Atlantic LNG Train 1 may be
mothballed just like the refinery. Now, | am a little disturbed because | heard the
Minister in response to a question in this House today about the Train 1, the
Atlantic LNG Train 1. The Minister said, “I am not answering that question”.
Guess why? “I am going to answer it in my contribution.” [Crosstalk] Not a
single word, Madam Speaker. Not a single word on the Atlantic Train 1 and surely
that must have us in a different place from the numbers the Minister brought and
the projections that the Minister is making.

The Minister said that, you know, they are developing new plans and
policies and strategies and so on to go forward, yet he gave not one single new plan
or policy. Not a single new plan or policy, they were all regurgitated, “the same
ole, the same ole”. Strangely enough, no game changers today. What happened to
your six game changers? They have all but gone; collapsed, collapsed. “Sandals
gone, Dragon deal fly away. De Dragon fly away.” All these game changers. Do

you know the fact that these game changers have gone is in fact a game changer?
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[Desk thumping] Because this is where you expected to get the revenue, this is
where you expected to get forex, this where you expected to grow the economy; it
was from your game changers. Some of them repeat, repeat each budget that we
come here. And now—/Interruption] My colleague is reminding me, we have
reached “game over”, you will not be there. You are talking about 2021? You will
not be there in 2021. [Desk thumping] Game over at this time.

And so recently, Government told us right here in this House, in the
Standing Finance Committee, that Government had taken about $700 million from
the IDF, the Infrastructure Development Fund to pay Petrotrin exit costs. Revenue
Is being redirected away from growth because that is where the IDF—that is what
the money is for, and the projects for development work taken out to do what?
Mothball and shut down the refinery.

We are witnessing what the Government calls a “turnaround”. Well, look
today, Madam Speaker, with due respect, | will call it a total backtrack. [Desk
thumping] A backtrack to failed PNM policies of the past with the same result.
What it is? Collapse of the economy. Our economy has collapsed under this
incompetent Government. [Desk thumping]

In my response to the last budget in 2019, yes, | asked several questions.
[Interruption] My last response in 2019—

Hon. Member: To what?

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: To your budget contribution in this House. |
asked some questions and | would like to ask them again, Madam Speaker, with
your leave. They are: Do you feel safer today than you did three to four years ago?
Hon. Members: “Nooo.” [Desk thumping]

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Do you feel secure in your job today?

Hon. Members: “No0000.”
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Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Has the economy improved?

Hon. Members: “No0000.”

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Are you confident enough to go into a small
business, open a business?

Hon. Members: “No0000.”

Madam Speaker: Excuse me, Members, | think the last time | ruled that | was not
going to allow this chorus. Please continue, Member for Siparia.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you, Madam. Has your purchasing power
increased? The answer is no. Are you getting better health care? The answer is
still no. Are your children getting better education? The answer is still no. Have
they fixed or maintained your roads or improved your drainage? The answer is
still no. Are you getting basic utilities, especially water? No. [Crosstalk] Are
you satisfied with the behaviour of the Government? [Continuous crosstalk] The
answer is no. Above all, has your quality of life improved? The answer is still no.
Do you have any hope, any semblance of hope that this Government will make
your lives better? The answer is still no. So into your fourth year, all these
answers are “no” up to this point in time and so this mid-term review proposes
nothing to change the direction of the downward spiral we are experiencing in the
country. [Desk thumping] What we are witnessing today is a government which
thinks that the politics of the past can help them as we move closer to elections.
Listen, into your fourth year, nothing for the poor, nothing for the suffering.
Today, you come to announce a—{Interruption]

Mr. Lee: Madam Speaker, 53 please. | am being disturbed.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, | just want to remind Members who are not
speaking that we all know how low our ceilings are, so please maintain your

volumes to very low and again, there should not be any running commentaries.
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Member for Siparia.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you very much, Madam. | thank you. And
so the Minister comes today with two fatal elections in front of them, comes to
announce “game changer”. [Crosstalk] The one game changer is, “listen, doh pay
tax for three months, yuh getting ah tax amnesty”. As if that could make up for
almost four years. [Crosstalk] So is the tax amnesty with respect to payment of
taxes, do not pay? Is the tax ammesty, “l am giving you three months—
”[Interruption] Madam! [Laughter] What is wrong with these people?
[Crosstalk]

Madam Speaker: On both sides, [Crosstalk] on both sides. The Member for
Siparia will be heard. And some of us are developing a habit of very loud outbursts
that | consider very unparliamentary. Member for Siparia.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you very much for your intervention,
Madam. So | am asking the hon. Minister in his reply: What exactly is the tax
amnesty? Is it that “I am going to give you three months, [Crosstalk] | am not
going to come after you for your taxes, you have an—"[Interruption] Madam, | am
asking a question. Why does everybody want to answer me?

Madam Speaker: Members, everybody will have an opportunity. 1 realize, as |
say, the Minister of Finance always creates anxiety and excitement but every
Member will have an opportunity to speak. Siparia.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you, again. So | am asking, amnesty is to
allow you three months’ amnesty and then you pay after the three months? | want
the Minister to explain what he meant when he said a three-month tax amnesty.
[Crosstalk and laughter] They find it very funny but | am sure people in the
country will want to know what you mean by a three-month tax— [Desk thumping]

because a lot of people will be very happy with such an amnesty.
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And so, Madam, what we see here today moving closer to elections, they
have been ignoring the needs of the citizens while rewarding friends, family and
financiers. They think they can ride out this last year of their term by continuing to
be a government of announcements but actually they are doing nothing.
Announcements we have witnessed from this House, outside of the House today
and other times which never come to pass. So you have an announcement: local
government reform. Last local government elections, you know. Where is it? Up
to today, that announcement has not materialized and we are going now into a new
local government election, at least by November, according to law. For the
earliest, in November.

Announcements like jobs will be preserved at all costs while thousands of
people are being sent home, no new jobs have been created. Announcements,
again, like the Dragon gas, San Fernando Waterfront Project, HDC Housing
Programme. So here we are—you know, a government cannot run a country by
announcements; [Desk thumping] that never happen.

3.00 p.m.

And then they try to con the population, or try to hoodwink the population
by saying: “We are all in this together.” So let me go through the announcements
of today, Madam. One that we all waited to hear, patiently waiting to hear, a
serious alarm bell has gone off, sending a very grave warning to our future
economic stability. | am talking about the recent announcement, the failure or
BPTT’S infill drilling programme to secure enough gas to satisfy its obligations to
Atlantic’s Train 1.

This makes it clear that there may now well be a significant shortfall in gas
production. Minister came today and he revised the gas price on which we would

predicate future activity for the budget for the economy, reviewed it upwards to, |
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think $3 from $2.25, on which the last budget was predicated, to now $3. How is
Atlantic Train 1? What is happening there? How is that going to affect our gas
production and therefore revenues to be gained from that gas production?

So, | think the Minister owes or the Government owes some kind of
explanation to the country as to what could happen or what should happen with
respect to Atlantic Energy Train 1. This has very serious and profound
consequences and major implications for every single sector of our nation, from
investment to major infrastructural work, and even the most basic social services.
What is now crystal clear is that the complete lack of planning by the Government
to make contingency plans will see a further spiral downwards for the country, in
terms of our energy and economic future.

Government has treated the energy sector, our main source of forex and
revenue, they have treated that sector with contempt. As a result, the energy sector
Is now on life support facing a very uncertain future.

The Trinidad Express today reported in an article, under the headline:

“Imbert...
—and | mean no disrespect, that is the headline:

“Imbert to present mid-year review today”
That, and under that heading they said:
“...BPTT’s infill drilling off the east coast of Trinidad could result in Atlantic’s
Train 1 being mothballed in 2020 and 2021.”
Is this true or do you have a plan as to what could be done with respect to Atlantic
Train 1? Do you know why it is very important, the Train 1? The Train 1 is the
only one, | believe, in which the Government has a stake. | think it is a 10 per cent
share. The Trains 2, 3 and 4, if we have any stakes in those, please tell us what are
the stakes of the shareholding. [Crosstalk] Madam—
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Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, | have indicated before, the Member for
Siparia has a fine voice. | would like to hear her and we have to do as we like to be
done. Some of us need attention, silence in the House when we are speaking, and |
hope we will do unto others as we would like done to us. Member for Siparia,
please continue.
Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you again, Madam. So, | am asking: Do
we own any shares in Trains 2, 3 and 4? | know that we own shares in Atlantic
LNG Train 1. And therefore, should this be mothballed it is going to affect the
dividends that we could have got from these. In 2, 3 and 4, yes we will get the
taxes and so on, royalties, taxes. But if we lose this Train 1—so does the
Government have a plan as to how to keep the Atlantic LNG Train 1 going?

The Trinidad Express | just quoted from, it said it could result in the Atlantic
Train 1 being mothballed. Now, NGC owns a 10 per cent share of Train 1, and
clearly future revenue and growth projections would be harmed if there is not
enough gas to supply the Train 1. This is an old issue. | do not know that many
people are aware that when the previous administration, under the late Prime
Minister Patrick Manning, approved Atlantic Train 4, many senior analysts in the
energy sector predicted that the gas supply shortage scenario would arise in
Trinidad and Tobago. | quote from an article entitled:

“Grave Concerns for Natural Gas Reserves

By Kasala Kamara

October 18, 2006~
—Vby the Trinidad & Tobago News, and | quote:
“The NGC president”—Frank Look Kin—“pointed out that the proposed...Train 4
alone, with a gas demand of 800 mmcfd, will need 5 tef”—(trillion cubic feet)—

“of gas over 20 years.”
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—continuing the quote:

“What this really means is that, ‘One LNG train is going to equal the gas demand
of all the plants at the Pt Lisas estate today.””

This was way back in *06, eh. What we have here so far back and even as far back
as 2002, there was a recognition that the known gas reserves would not be able to
sustain the planned developments in the long term unless gas was discovered. This
is one of the things that led us to introduce the fiscal incentives for the energy
industry and we know of those that gave us more gas supply now, still happening.

| want to make it more stark, Madam, as to the dangers that were pointed out
by their own experts in 2003, Professor Ken Julien, and I quote:

When you look at the reserves picture and the country has to look at sustainable
benefits both tangible and non-tangible, you will find out that you have committed
80 per cent of gas reserves to one industry, ALNG.

And that is the history. When we came in we incentivized exploration activity to
get more gas. Had we not intervened to incentivize companies like BP, Shell and

EOG, et cetera, we would not have projects like Juniper, Angelin and Sercan, and
without those projects producing gas, this country would have been in a far worse
shape. In fact in 2018, in its annual economic survey, the Central Bank indicated
that activity in the upstream subsector was boosted by higher natural gas output
largely facilitated by the Juniper platform.

So, today, Madam, we expected the hon. Minister of Finance to lay out a
clear plan or speak to required adjustments for this new development, which only
came to light on Friday, no mention whatsoever of this, which is a major issue now
in our energy sector and in particular our gas sector.

| wonder if the Minister would heed the warnings of the economists to

reduce reliance on the energy industry. There is an article published in Sunday's
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Guardian by Rishard Khan and | quote:

“Dr. Ronald Ramkissoon said: °...it is almost as if the universe is warning us that
we need to do what we have been talking about but not actually investing in which
Is non-oil economic activity—cocoa and all other products’.”

Economist Roger Hosein noted, and | quote:

“...it sends a serious, sharp warning for the state to change the thinking towards
how to generate economic activity in Trinidad and Tobago and to bring non-energy
sector growth more into the forefront for focus...”

Many others have spoken. | think the Minister referred to them as alarmists and
doom and gloom, and so on. But you know, sometimes you do not kill the
messenger, listen to the message and plan accordingly.

Now, the Government may want to reconsider the reallocation of gas supply
to ensure the greatest revenue and least economic loss in terms of jobs, growth, et
cetera, for the country. Government should consider reintroducing fiscal
incentives to defer increased exploration activity.

| am reminded that this Government has condemned us for the fiscal
incentives we put in place, but we are now reaping the benefits of that. So we can
clearly say, Madam Speaker, based on the evidence before us, that this
Government has derailed the natural gas sector. Instead of encouraging more
deep-water bids, like we did, they lazily depended on the Dragon gas deal and that
IS a game changer, which has been a non-starter.

We must never forget the words of Robert Dudley, BP Group’s CEO, in
2013, when he commented on the incentives that we had put in place, and | quote
from him from the Trinidad Express, October 02, 2013:

The benefits of these fiscal changes have been evident in the recent successful bid

rounds, particularly in deep water, and we can now expect to see increased
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investments in exploration and development as a result of the changes announced
last month. BP, we will take these changes into account. We will make changes in
our investments in another part of the world. That is called the competition for
capital and that is good for Trinidad.

So the incentives worked.

And we had Norman Christie sounding a warning, September 15, 2016. |
quote him in the Express, September 15, 2016:

“‘...the current Gas Master Plan...deliberations must result in clear policy decisions
regarding matters such as gas allocation and price and must incentivize upstream
investments in an increasingly competitive environment.’

‘Failure to bring clarity to these matters quickly will result in a sharp decline in
investments, which will lead to a repeat of the circumstances that have materially
contributed to the natural gas supply and demand imbalance that we are currently
experiencing—only it will be worse...””

This is at September 15, 2016. In other words, the Government has no plan. We
are still waiting on that plan. The Government has not revisited any of the
legislation governing the energy sector to stimulate growth and development and
create grounds for increased investment in a more stable environment. They have
not accepted or actioned a single proposal from the Poten & Partners Natural Gas
Master Plan.

You see, the international players have been discussing this and what we are
hearing as they do not trust this Government, they are afraid to commit to any
further investment because they realize Government is clearly out of their league in
the energy sector and has no plan whatsoever. [Desk thumping]

We have some questions for Government in this context. Will we need to

borrow more next year, if Train 1is not producing revenue? Will that financing be
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more expensive, due to the reduced government revenues? Will the Government
raise taxes again to make up for lost revenue? What is the Government doing to
increase exploration and production? Is the Government planning to dip further
into the HSF to make up for potential shortfall? | remind you that since December
2015, the Government has been promising to amend the HSF Act? To date, they
have not yet done so and still they continue to withdraw from the fund. More
importantly, can the Minister of Finance still honestly commit to the spending that
he is proposing today, the additional $1.4 billion?

Madam Speaker, the reality is that our economy is in crisis. The reality is
that people are hurting. Life under the Rowley Government is difficult, Prime
Minister Rowley, and that is to put it very mildly. There are people like that lady
Rhonda, I read about, | saw on the CNC3 news, a single mother with children who
Is finding it hard to cope. There is Stephen also carried on the news, a former
Petrotrin employee who has not been able to get a job. This is now their fourth
year in office. What have they done to improve the lives of citizens, besides
complaining and blaming me, or besides trying to mislead us with some statistics?

| remember | used to teach a course at the University of the West Indies. |
was a lecturer there sometime in the back, and it was language and logic, and one
of the books that was on the syllabus and we had to teach the students was how to
lie with statistics. And that is why | am saying | am not going into numbers of the
Minister of Finance, | am going to deal with people, as a people-centred approach
to governance.

A month ago, the Minister of Trade and Industry tried to assure us,
manufacturers, things are looking up, “recession done”. What is the reality? The
Minister of Finance has in effect crashed the economy. Friday, we heard him say

that he was a wizard. | have to say, for once | agreed with him. But, you know, he
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waved his wand, as | said before, jobs disappeared, forex disappeared, foreign
direct investment disappears, and he is making money disappear from your wallet,
because it is tax upon tax upon tax.

And this narrative, of turnaround and stabilization, they have painted a
completely opposite picture really. Friday, the Minister claimed that the growth in
assets in Republic Bank and First Citizens Bank meant that there was no capital
flight occurring in T&T. And today he mentioned again about the profits of the
banks, and so on. This is a kind of smoke and mirrors, in my respectful view, from
the wizard himself. This Government has borrowed, continues to borrow heavily
from these very banks. [Desk thumping] These borrowings would be registered as
assets. Therefore this cannot be a realistic measure of capital flight. That is just
not the case.

The Minister talked about increasing credit, but again, because businesses
and people have been borrowing just to stay afloat, not to invest. It is not about
investment. So when you talk about bank profits increasing in banking, and so on,
think on the other side. This has nothing to do with capital flight, nothing at all.

So you see, it is not the average citizen and small businesses engaging in
capital flight, Madam. They are barely surviving. Take a look at who is getting
the mega contracts from this Government, the businesses they have been boosting.
How much foreign direct investment has TT attracted? That is another key
indicator of confidence in our economy. Again, Government speaks about banking
and all the other things that have been increasing. What was it? Local banks,
unprecedented growth and profits, and insurance of course, consumer credit, retail
prices, and so on.

| wonder when last some of you went to the supermarket and checked the

prices now, as they were, compared to 2015, and a few years ago and the
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Government is now doing something | think that is very frightening. They are
trying to convince us that reputable international organizations are the ones telling
untruths, fake news, fake news coming from international organizations.

Let me give you an example, Madam. In this very House last week, the
Minister of Finance declared in the first quarter of 2018, the economy grew by 9
per cent. In the second quarter 2018, the economy grew by 2.1 per cent. In the
third quarter, the economy grew by 1.5 per cent. If we were to consider the
quarterly index of economic activity which was previously used by the CBTT as
their measure of quarterly growth, the overall economy shows growth for the first
two quarters of 2018—3.1 and 3—hbut it is in fact in the negative, in the third
quarter, -1.9. That is on the Central Bank's website now. You can check it yourself
and it does not suit the Nancy story that we are being bullied into believing. The
stats provided by the Central Bank, are they wrong? | would like you to tell us. Or
Is it that the Minister waved his magic wand and the facts were replaced by this
fiction?

Madam Speaker, | want to spend a little time. | have a lot more to talk but |
would leave it to my colleagues. | do want to say that we have a plan. Since we
have gone out of office we have learnt from some of the mistakes we made and we
have been working assiduously and | would like to share some of it with you.

Madam Speaker, this is our National Economic Transformation Master Plan
2020 to 2025. So we will not just stand here and complain, we have a plan. We
have developed a plan. And | had said before that we intend to create 50,000 jobs.
And people: “Wow, how you going to do that? How you going to create these
50,000?” 1 said we did it before, we did it before and we can do it again. [Desk
thumping] In our last five years, we did create over 55,000 new jobs. We did that

without a single new tax. [Desk thumping] We generated the highest gross
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domestic product in the country. Yes. We had the second highest levels of
revenue in the country. And so, we had the highest foreign direct investment.
[Desk thumping] And yes, yes, Prime Minister, through you, Madam, we will tell
you where the 100 schools are. My Minister has the list. So, | will leave that for
the former Minister of Education.

This is what we have in this master plan, Madam. Our National Economic
Transformation Master Plan 2020—2025 lays out a wide-ranging suite of policy
Initiatives and programmes, which we will pursue to get people working again and
working towards a better future.

We will create 50,000 new jobs. Our plan benefits from insightful views
and informing consultations with key stakeholders and experts and is aligned to the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, which the international
community endorsed as a policy framework for a world free of poverty.
Diversification is at the heart of our economic master plan.

Mr. Al-Rawi: Time up.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you, AG, for taking my time.
Diversification is at the heart of our economic master plan. Yes, we will remain.
We will remain, we will pin the energy sector to our chest, Madam. Yes, because
it is very important. We will pin it onto our chest.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Member for Siparia, your original 30 minutes are now
spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes to complete your contribution if you
wish. [Desk thumping]

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Sure, Ma’am. Thank you very much, Madam.
Yes, so we will continue incentives and find ways to deepen exploration in the
energy sector.

[Electronic device goes off in Chamber and Madam Speaker rises]

UNREVISED



Standing Finance Committee Report > 2019.05.13
Hon. S. Young (cont’d)

Madam Speaker: Excuse me, Member.

Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Diversification will be at the heart of this plan.
For too long our economic fortunes have been too closely linked to the energy
sector. So that we are always at the beck and call, the vagaries of output shocks
and price shocks. When the price goes up or we are in boom and we are happy, it
drops and we are where we are now. And the same thing with the output shocks,
Madam Speaker.

So, we will encourage strategic investments in niche non-energy sectors,
where we have strong competitive advantage, market opportunity and growth
potential. These bold steps must be made now. We will, of course, not ignore the
energy sector, as | said before. Our plan embodies a business unusual spirit. The
private sector is being called for to take the lead in strategic projects, while
government would play a facilitative role. Of the many inventions, we have
identified and singled out 12 prosperity engines spread across communities in
Trinidad and Tobago. These prosperity engines will mobilize and engage the
private sector, both local and international, and their implementation will have
large, positive multiplier effects in kick-starting the economic recovery, fostering
growth and supporting diversification.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]
We recognize the road ahead will not always be smooth. We have to treat with a
rapidly ageing population, unacceptably high crime and many national institutions
in need of transformation.

Climate change is already a clear and present danger to our small island
developing state and our Caribbean neighbours. We face a slowing global
economy and escalating trade tensions. Geo-political competition among major

superpowers is becoming fierce. Unconventional sources of oil and natural gas,
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alternative sources of energy are disrupting global energy markets. The digital
revolution, particularly artificial intelligence and increased automation, presents
for us great promise and as well great peril. All of these challenges will bring
opportunities to break away from outmoded approaches and to venture boldly in a
new direction. | am confident that we will be able to achieve these. And the 12
prosperity engines that we have identified to create these 50,000 new jobs,
doubling non-energy exports and these engines are as follows:
Mr. Charles: “Doh tell dem, yuh know. Dey mark it down.”
Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: We tell them; they cannot implement it. They will
not be able to implement it. [Desk thumping] So, we will deal with agriculture and
agro-processing. We will deal with Tobago's first locally-branded hotel, Plymouth
international cruise ship marina complex, Point Galeota energy logistics hub,
Cedros/Moruga south-west peninsula economic zone, Piarco aircraft maintenance
repair and operations hub, East Port of Spain steel pan manufacturing facility,
West Port of Spain Trini creative arts, Tamana solar tech renewable energy park,
digital innovation park, east/west biotechnology manufacturing. [Desk thumping]
These are some of the projects that we have identified. And in this plan, we

have built the plan on five interconnected guiding principles, which constitute the
cornerstones of our strategy for recovery, sustainable growth and diversification of
the T&T economy.

e Principle 1: people-centred development, getting people back to work;

e Principle 2: pro-business, allow the private sector to drive growth and

development;
e Principle 3: resilience, deepen economic reforms but with a human face;

e Principle 4: local content, give people a sense of ownership; and
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e Principle 5: sustainability, promoting environmental stewardship.
Madam Speaker, we will roll out these plans. We will roll out these plans for the
general public.
Hon. Members: Lock it away.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member, one second.
Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: | am sorry, Sir.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member for Naparima, | think the Speaker already spoke
about the chorus. Please, we would maintain. Proceed, Siparia.
Mrs. K. Persad-Bissessar SC: Thank you very much, Sir. We will roll out these
plans in the weeks and months ahead, as we count down to election, whichever
one, whenever they are called. We would share these ideas with the public. So we
did not just come here today, Sir, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to say we do not agree with
the plans and policies of the Government. We believe that they failed the economy
and they have failed the country. [Desk thumping] That is not sufficient. We are
saying that we have plans and projects, policy initiatives as we go forward. [Desk
thumping]

In the few minutes | have left, I will attempt to—I just want to raise one
specific matter and it has to do with something | mentioned earlier about the IDF.
Now, as long as | have been in Parliament, | have never known that you can come
with a Variation Bill a Supplementation Bill, which is what we have before us
today, to supplement budget 2019, by increasing it by $1.4 billion. Where within
what you gave us in the Standing Finance Committee, with respect to the
Infrastructure Development Fund, and that fund is established under section 43(2)
of the Exchequer and Audit Act, Chap. 69:02. The Minister said: “Look, | want

$709 million more, because | want to replace money taken out of the IDF to exit
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Petrotrin.” Okay?

He said the purpose was to replenish the IDF and funds had been transferred
from this fund to finance exit costs associated with Petrotrin. Now, this entire
issue of Petrotrin remains a matter which we believe requires a comprehensive
forensic investigation to start with. [Desk thumping] The secretive and hasty
manner in which it was done constitutes, in the eyes of some, a criminal act against
workers and entire communities. The resultant cover-up of billions in corruption
spent on the World GTL Project and the USC plans, the protection of friends of
this Government and others engaged in activities—this is not limited just to the
fake oil scam, eh. It is not only that. They appeared to have robbed the company
of hundreds of millions in revenue, [Desk thumping] compounded by the fact that
the whistle-blowers, those who dared to stand up to protect the public purse and the
company for which they work, they were unceremoniously fired—all, all, all, all
gone.

Close to half of the amount of the money asked for, the Minister told us, was
the firing of Petrotrin workers, which if the Minister is to be believed, was not
budgeted in the 2019 budget. So they never anticipated that they would need this
money when they said Petrotrin was shutting down and that is a very scary matter.
So the hatchet man woke up one morning. He decided 5,000-plus direct
employees, another 5,000 indirect workers associated with Petrotrin gone, gone.

In October 2018, during the budget debate, neither the Minister of Finance,
neither the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries or of Finance spoke to the
shutdown of Petrotrin. It appears that the urgency of shutting down Petrotrin and
firing all, all, all was a priority for the Government. The Minister of Finance
refused to provide explanations and answers to questions asked by Members of

Parliament Instead of on the meeting of the Standing Finance Committee, when
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asked about how much money, provide information to the country, the Minister did
not explain the details surrounding the use of the 709 million of taxpayers’ dollars
taken from the IDF to exit Petrotrin. He did not. [Desk thumping]

| have read the verbatim notes of that committee meeting. | have read the
verbatim and the Minister did not say. | wonder, for as long as | have been in
Parliament now, | am saying the use of funding between Heads requires a
variation, initially, which must be brought to and approved by the Parliament.

So, the Minister is bringing only a supplementary Bill, but he has not given
us anything in the law for Parliament to approve this $709 million from Head
IDF—which is a separate Head in the budget, eh—to go now, where? To the
Minister of Energy and Energy Industries for the exit costs?—because Petrotrin
falls under them. To go to where? Ministry of Finance because Corporation Sole
may be paying, making those payments? And | do believe that this is not—this
transfer from the IDF is not being dealt with, as provided for in the law. We
should have had a Variation Bill as well as a supplementation. [Desk thumping]
As has been done in the past, they come together as a variation and
supplementation. | will be happy if the Minister can explain.

Now, | know if it is within a Head, if it is the same Head, IDF Head, it was
for construction of this, construction of that, within the same Head, the Minister of
Finance has the authority to sign it within a Head. But what we are having here is
a transfer from one Head to the next and | am asking the Minister: Is that being
done legally?

As | close, Madam Speaker, | say last year | told the House that the economy
was sick, that the economy was on life support. Today, the economy is dead [Desk
thumping] because of the actions and inactions of this Government. Today the

Government is engaged in the futile exercise to try to resuscitate the dead economy
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in all these massive borrowings. With massive borrowings, debt-to-GDP ratio
easily moving from 62 per cent to 70 per cent.

3.30 p.m.

This supplementation is like the installation of a pacemaker after the heart
has stopped beating. It will take more than a wizard to perform to the magic and
the miracle. | tell you, Madam Speaker, it will take a new government to
resuscitate. [Desk thumping] The Prime Minister tells us to pray for oil. The
Minister of Public Utilities tells us to do what? Pray for rain. The population says
we pray for a new government. Madam Speaker, | thank you. [Desk thumping]
The Minister of National Security, Minister of Communications and Minister
in the Office of the Prime Minister (Hon. Stuart Young): Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | am saddened as a citizen of Trinidad
and Tobago and as a representative of part of the capital of Trinidad and Tobago,
Port of Spain North, to hear the contribution of a former Prime Minister here today
telling the community that an economy is dead, to start with. That is certainly the
furthest thing from the truth and it is very disgraceful in my respectful opinion,
Madam Speaker, for a former Prime Minister to paint the economy of Trinidad and
Tobago as being dead.

What was even more embarrassing, Madam Speaker, was to hear a former
Prime Minister, for five years and three months, who always likes to boast about
what they did in the energy sector, ask the country whether the only shareholding
Trinidad and Tobago has in Atlantic LNG was in Train 1. Madam Speaker, and |
hear “Duppy”—sorry, the Member of Parliament for Naparima, the Member of
Parliament for Naparima. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Indarsingh: “Wha, he is a lil boy?”
Madam Speaker: Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, I realize you
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are always developing a penchant for creating excitement. Okay, so | hope you will
withdraw, stand up and withdraw.

Hon. S. Young: | withdraw that, Madam Speaker. | was referring to the Member
of Parliament for Naparima.

Madam Speaker: All right, and Member for Naparima, sometimes even as you
may feel the need to object, | hope you do it in a way consistent to the Standing
Orders, okay?

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much. Madam Speaker, as | was telling the
national community, to have a former Prime Minister who should have chaired her
energy standing committee and, unfortunately, that energy standing committee’s
Minutes reflects that she never chaired the energy standing committee for five
years and three months. And the energy standing committee for those members of
Trinidad and Tobago, the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago to know, is the body, the
sub-Cabinet committee that governs the policy and also shepherds everything in
the energy sector from a government point of view. So it is, | guess not surprising
to have the former Prime Minister ask the country whether the only shareholding it
has in the whole Atlantic Trains 1, 2 and 3, and 4, was in Train 1.

So | will respond to that. The people of Trinidad and Tobago through the
National Gas Company have a 10 per cent shareholding in Train 1. We also have
an 11.11 per cent shareholding in Train 4. So for the whole UNC bench not to
know what the shareholding in one of the most important investments in the energy
sector in Trinidad and Tobago it is very shameful. And she is now—the Member
of Parliament for Siparia is now asking what about two and three. Member of
Siparia, the former Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Trinidad and Tobago
has unfortunately no shareholding in Trains 2 and 3 of Atlantic LNG.

Mr. Charles: And who to blame?
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Hon. S. Young: Actually a UNC government. So, Madam Speaker, now to deal
with some of the fiction with respect to the energy sector. | would like to remind
the population that when we came in as an administration, the gas sector was in
complete shambles and disarray. Madam Speaker, | was reminding the hon. Prime
Minister today that one of the first things we faced as an administration, apart from
the CGCL debacle, which I will come to in a short while, was we were
immediately faced by NGC coming to us and telling us that Shell had dropped off
the provision 220 million scf of gas a day to the downstream, to NGC for a
downstream hydrocarbon sector. The first question, because they simply did not
have the gas out of what happened with Dolphin and Starfish.

What immediately then happened is we asked, “Well okay, well what are the
penalties for Shell to pay to Trinidad and Tobago?” We were told the contract had
no penalties. So we said, okay. We were then doing an assessment and NGC said,
by the way, there were billions of dollars in claims which arose during the period
that the UNC was in charge, 2010 to 2015, for gas curtailment to the downstream
sector, to ammonia, urea, and all of these downstream sectors at Point Lisas. So we
said, what do you mean there are billions of dollars of claims? NGC then said,
when there was new management in NGC, those who were there under the UNC
having departed, they said there were serious curtailments from 2011 all the way
through to 2015. We said but we asked that question in Parliament. The then
Minister of Energy and Energy Affairs, under the UNC-led administration said it
was maintenance. They said absolutely not. What Kevin Ramnarine told the
population was untrue.

Madam Speaker, when we came in as an administration, we met billions of
dollars in claims from the downstream and serious gas curtailment in the upstream.

| want to remind the population that that is what happened, combined and coupled
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with a UNC government that withdraw $14 billion to $16 billion in cash from the
same NGC during that period. So it meant that NGC itself could not even take cash
now and invest into the energy sector, into the gas sector to help itself out of this
very deep hole.

Now to CGCL, Madam Speaker, lest the country forget what happened
under the Government led by the Member for Siparia. CGCL is a conglomeration
between Massy, NGC and the Mitsubishi group out of Japan. Immediately upon
coming into office, they approached the Office of the Attorney General saying, you
have to sign off Attorney General. We then took a look at the file as to what had to
signed off. In red ink, in red ink from the Solicitor General on the 7" of September,
the last working day—no, the 7" of September was the election—so it was on the
5t of September, the last working day before the elections, the Friday before, the
public servants at the Office of the Attorney General put in red ink in writing on a
file to the then Attorney General who was pressuring them to permit him to sign
off the opinion to consummate the deal that they did not agree with what had been
negotiated.

When we started to explore it, Madam Speaker, for the people of Trinidad
and Tobago to know what was the energy policy of those on the other side during
period 2010 to 2015, they talk about secrecy, they talk about a lack of
transparency, Madam Speaker. They passed a policy called a Greenfield gas policy
and what that meant is they would take the limited gas, because by then they knew
there were curtailments of gas and a shortage of gas, they would take the limited
gas and give it to the newer plants. So the plants in Point Lisas that were there for
an extended period of time that had invested in the country over decades, that had
stood with us would have no gas. So in other words, take the limited gas, give it to
the newer plants, to the CGCL and then forget the others.
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Immediately, from a legal perspective—and remember there were two self-
appointed Silk in that Cabinet—from a legal perspective, Madam Speaker, it
opened us up as a country to claims. It opened us up as a country to billions of
dollars in claims and a Constitutional argument of discrimination. So what did we
have to do? Immediately, an energy standing committee that was being chaired by
the Member for Diego Martin West that was sitting on a regular basis got together
and took a decision to reverse that policy that no one in the country, no one in the
country apart from those to benefit and those that passed the policy knew about.
The rest of the industry, those at Point Lisas, had been hearing about it. They did
not even have the courtesy to tell them, | suspect that is because they knew
immediately they would be able to go to court and have that policy overturned.
We as an administration took two decisions: overturn the policy even though there
was a contract executed with CGCL and the Government of Japan through the
JBIC bank and then go and renegotiate the terms of the contract.

Another thing you hear constantly sung from the other side, Madam
Speaker, is the collapse of the energy industry—and I will come to that—when we
had the Energy Spotlight, and everything we do is going to run foreign direct
investment. Completely untrue. The Prime Minister set a small team up being
guided at every step of the way by the energy standing committee. We went off to
Japan, we sat down opposite the Government of Japan in two days and we
renegotiated with the Government of Japan to the benefit of the people of Trinidad
and Tobago and extricated us. [Desk thumping] Took us outside of that sphere, that
whole spectre of liability that they had dug a deep hole for Trinidad and Tobago in.

The Government of Japan said, “But this is a contract that is binding, do you
not respect sanctity of contract?” And we said, “With the greatest of respect we

do, but we as a sovereign government have a right to protect the people of Trinidad
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and Tobago and this is how we will do it. So we are asking that you either reverse
it or we go to arbitration”. And thankfully the Government of Japan agreed with
us, we were able to renegotiate it and extricate the people of Trinidad and Tobago
from billions of dollars in claims and the potential loss of thousands of jobs at the
Point Lisas estate; that is what this administration did in the first six months—
[Desk thumping]—Dbased on their energy sector proposals, and their energy sector
policies, Madam Speaker.

The next thing we had to set about doing was negotiating a way and dealing
with the billions of remaining claims, as a result of the curtailments, Madam
Speaker, and we successfully sat down and did that over time by working hard.
But we could not wait there because what we also found out, Madam Speaker,
when we came in, is those who profess and tell the country how they know what to
do with energy. They did absolutely nothing to renegotiate, or to negotiate any new
gas supply contracts from upstream, no new contract with EOG, no new contract
with Shell, no new contract with BP. In fact, the audacity of those on the other
side to talk about meetings with Bob Dudley, and speaking to BP in London. | will
have the country remember the embarrassment we faced as a country here today
that the Prime Minister at the time could not even make it to BP’s office in London
for the meetings.

Hon. Member: “They still talking about that.”

Hon. S. Young: Right, and could not even make it to the office of BP in London
for that important meeting. But yet still they have the audacity, the hypocrisy to
criticize those on this side, who immediately under the leadership of the Prime
Minister leading the team, took it upon ourselves that we had to secure gas
contracts from upstream BP, Shell, EOG for the future of the gas industry of
Trinidad and Tobago and that is what we did. [Desk thumping]
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So not a single contract negotiated by the UNC between 2010 and 2015
upstream, not a single contract negotiated apart from the CGCL deal for
downstream and for the future supply of gas, downstream. In fact, they left us with
a number of arbitration claims hanging over our head. The only contract, Madam
Speaker, that they negotiated on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago in the
energy sector during that period of time was the CGCL contract that | have just
spoken about that put us potentially in a further set of billions of dollars of claims.
| hear them talking about Juniper. Juniper is not a contract that is negotiated.
Madam Speaker, what Juniper is, is an investment by an upstream company to go
after gas in a gas field.

Madam Speaker, the next thing that a lot of time was spent on today and it is
the continuation, Madam Speaker, with the greatest of respect, and | am asking that
the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago take note. Because the continued
fearmongering, the continued misrepresentation of the truth, or the complete
averment to truth whatsoever is very disturbing and to hear that by seasoned
politicians—I have only been in this Parliament for four years and | sit here
sometimes, Madam Speaker, and wonder, those who have been here for decades,
how can they stand up, day after day, and attempt to mislead the population of
Trinidad and Tobago. So let us start with what they have discussed.

Dr. Moonilal: 48(6).

Madam Speaker: Member, just withdraw and restate what you are saying
please—the misleading.

Hon. S. Young: But Madam Speaker, they are misleading the people. [Crosstalk]
I withdraw the use of the word “misleading”. To stand here every week, as | am
about to say, this week, just today, to hear what is being said with respect to the

recent news from BP. Every national of Trinidad and Tobago who is a patriot and
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who cares about Trinidad and Tobago is looking on with concern, Madam Speaker,
and we hear them come today and try to raise a whole set of issues—
[Interruption]—I will get to national security, do not worry about that.

So Madam Speaker, to stand here today and hear the misrepresentation of
what actually happened. So let me tell you what has happened. BP has not had
four dry wells. What happened is in Cannonball last year, they were drilling in
Cannonball last year, in December 2018. The first well that they were drilling,
Immortelle, encountered a mechanical integrity issue, and as a result of that, they
had to drill a second one into sand, and that was the well that was found to be wet
and that there would be no production from. In Easter of this year, they then
drilled two in Kashima, and the well in Kashima is not a dry well, the well in
Kashima at this point in time, appears to have less than they thought, they were
going for 100 million scf, , they have hit 50 million scf. So what they are looking
to do right now is reevaluate.

Let me explain to the country with the greatest of respect, Madam Speaker,
about Train 1. The Train 1 contracts expired in April 2019. The responsible
Government started, there was an appointment by the Cabinet of an empowered
negotiation team. For the first time, in the history of government negotiations in
Trinidad and Tobago in the energy sector, we went out, we brought in the best-in-
class international law firm of White & Case to be part of the team. We joined
with Poten & Partners, we put together a team of Wendell Mottley, Mark Loquan,
Frank Look Kin, Leroy Mayers, Richard Jeremie, Minister Khan and myself to
negotiate on behalf of Trinidad and Tobago with Shell and BP to get better revenue
for Trinidad and Tobago.

You know what one of them told me this week, Madam Speaker? They said

these are the most difficult negotiations they have ever had with a government and
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they actually laughed at the period under the UNC in the—1995 to 2000. And,
Madam Speaker, what they said is the Minister of Energy during that period of
time did not even turn up to negotiations, it was a low-level advisor, and they said
that they ran rings around them. And that is why we have the type of energy
contracts in this country as a people that we face now, because there was
absolutely no attention paid to it by the first UNC Government, | have just
explained that there was not attention paid to the energy sector by the second UNC
Government and it falls now on this administration who has taken up that mantle to
reset it and to get better terms for Trinidad and Tobago and that is what we are
doing. [Desk thumping]

So, Madam Speaker, with Train 1, we sat down, we had the hard
negotiations with BP and Shell. We renegotiated a formula, an enhanced revenue
formula for the people of Trinidad and Tobago for Train 1 that if half of the
amount of gas goes through Train 1 that can go through it will result in an
enhanced revenue on an annual basis, conservatively of an extra US $230 million a
year for the people of Trinidad and Tobago. That is what this Government did.

So, yes. Obviously, this Government now is going to look at what happens
with Train 1. This Government plays no rejoicing, it is not happy about any
setback whatsoever in the energy sector. But this Government is not going to just
roll over. We are working hard at it. We continue in our negotiations with Shell
and we are very close to tying up those negotiations with Shell. And | am certain
within the next couple weeks the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries would
be able to announce to Trinidad and Tobago what this Government has done on
behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago to enhance revenue out of the energy
sector.

Madam Speaker, | also heard another misrepresentation of the facts to the
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people, saying that under this Government there has been no FDI, foreign direct
investment by the energy companies in Trinidad and Tobago. Madam Speaker, |
remind the population of Trinidad and Tobago, upon the Prime Minister’s return
from Houston, upon his return from Houston it was announced between BP and
Shell that they were going to invest in the next five-year period over US
$10 billion in Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping] And that was done by the
discussions that took place and the finalization of the terms that took place in
Houston in that year of 2017.

Madam Speaker, the population needs to know that the shareholding for
Train 1 is as follows: NGC owns on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago,
10 per cent; CIC, which is the largest sovereign wealth fund of the People’s
Republic of China. Madam Speaker, if you google it, it is the third largest
sovereign wealth fund in the world; | think only Norway and one other is ahead of
it. So the largest Chinese sovereign wealth fund has seen it fit to invest in Trinidad
and Tobago. What have we done?—we have nurtured that relationship. So, | have
heard those and the negativity on the other side including Mariano Browne asking
what it is we went to China to sign—{Interruption]—he is on your side.
Mr. Imbert: He is on your side.
Hon. S. Young: So, Madam Speaker, | want to tell the people of Trinidad and
Tobago that what they saw being signed by NGC in China a couple weeks ago is
for the benefit of the people—
Dr. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | would like to hear the proceedings of the
Parliament, please. And the constant murmuring on the other side is disturbing
me. | would like to hear it, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, as | indicated, some of us create excitement,

but anybody who wants to speak will be allowed in the proper time to speak.
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Okay? So if we will comply by Standing Order 53. Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West.

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. The relationship with
CIC, the largest sovereign wealth fund of China, the deal that was signed between
NGC and a subsidiary of NGC and a subsidiary of CIC is for NGC’s subsidiary to
have the rights to market whatever cargoes CIC gets out of Atlantic LNG along
with its own cargoes.

Madam Speaker, for those who do not pay attention and those who may not
know better, that achievement and that milestone of Trinidad and Tobago being
allowed the opportunity to go out and market LNG to the largest purchaser of LNG
in the world, China. China is now the largest LNG importer, user, in the world
with a growing market as it tries to reduce its reliance on coal. And for small
Trinidad and Tobago to get into an arrangement with them that we can join
together to market LNG cargoes is a tremendous achievement. And | thank those
who were involved in negotiating that agreement on behalf of Trinidad and
Tobago. [Desk thumping]

What we are continuing to do, is we are going to enter into discussions,
Madam Speaker, now with BP and Shell called black box conversations and
discussions with respect to Trains 2, 3 and 4 as this Government, and this
administration, continues to strive along with its advisors to get the best possible
returns to Trinidad and Tobago for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Madam Speaker, this is just a little bit of what has been happening in the
energy sector under this administration because when we came in we met it in a
complete disaster, we met it in complete disarray, we met a complete crisis
situation taking place in the energy sector. It is finally stable; we have also been

settling claims.
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When the negotiations were taking place with CNC last year, Madam
Speaker, and the Government had the backbone and the wherewithal, in difficult
negotiations, to stand up when CNC took a decision to shut its plant, and to try and
put the political pressure on the Government of loss of jobs. And all of a sudden
the amount of jobs at CNC spiralled upwards, went upwards, elevated numbers and
the Government stood strong. Those on the other side said disaster, you would run
all of the foreign investment from Trinidad and Tobago. We stood strong, we
negotiated well, we negotiated hard, we got terms that were mutually beneficial to
both parties—that is, NGC as well as CNC, the plant is operating and it is
producing and it is exporting its product. No disaster.

And what we were able to do in that instance, Madam Speaker, is set the
tone and the precedent for the negotiations and discussions with the downstream.
Shortly thereafter there was also settlement of the single largest down streamer on
Point Lisas, Nutrient, formerly PCS Nitrogen, we finally settled those—

Mr. Charles: Tell us about the murder rate.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Madam Speaker, standing order 53(1)(e), (f) and (g),
please.

Madam Speaker: Okay. So hon. Members, again | just want to caution,
everybody will have an opportunity to speak in this debate at the appropriate time.
| will ask us all to desist from running commentaries and in cases where we have
to speak, to keep out volumes low. Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s
West.

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. [Desk thumping] So,
Madam Speaker, this is a short report to the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago as to
what exactly has been going on in the energy sector. It is a factual report, because

you see, Madam Speaker, again a former Prime Minister—and one would think
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that when you reach that pinnacle of being the Prime Minister in politics, you
would always have some sort of protection over Trinidad and Tobago, you would
want what is best for Trinidad and Tobago. | do not see that happening here by the
former Prime Minister. Instead, Madam Speaker, what happens?

Mr. Charles: Standing order 48(4).

Madam Speaker: Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West.

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, a
couple disturbing statements were made by the speaker before me. What | have
just done is explain in shortest possible form what has taken place from
September 2015 to now in the energy sector, none to it was easy. All of it required
leadership, it required fortitude, it required confidence and it required a level of
patriotism to make the difficult decisions to stand up in the boardrooms around the
world against these multinationals, these billion-dollar multinationals, and tell
them no. We are fighting for Trinidad and Tobago and if you want to take up and
go, that is your choice, we are not asking you do that, work with us, because our
shareholders—and the Prime Minister, | have witnessed him say it in every single
boardroom, we have been to. His shareholders are the people of Trinidad and
Tobago and those are the people that we account to. And | tell the people here
today without fear of contradiction that every decision we have taken in the energy
sector has been to the benefit of Trinidad and Tobago.

Another one | heard them talk about, Madam Speaker, was World GTL and
talk about the cover-up of world GTL. Madam Speaker, I would like the
population of Trinidad and Tobago to know that the deal the Niquan deal for
World GTL was a UNC deal. That was conceptualized under them, they as a
Cabinet took that decision to send it there. They are the ones who set the terms of

the deal and it was this Government that came in, Madam Speaker—[Crosstalk]
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Madam Speaker: Please continue.

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Those were decisions
taken in 2014, it even ended up in court with respect to what they were doing.
They never told the country that. They talk about secrecy, they talk about
transparency. This country knew nothing of what was going on in the energy
sector. Did the country know that they took a billion dollars in cash out of NGC to
spend on a Beetham wastewater? They only know that because the Opposition,
this Opposition, then told them that, 16 million—([Interruption]—yes, same story
over and over. They have never accounted to the people for the recreations
grounds and the inflated contracts that they used NGC to do.

Everybody who is driving to and from San Fernando or from the south of
Trinidad to the north of Trinidad and from the north back down to the south, as you
pass the Couva Flyover by Preysal there. Look and see what they spend $30
million of taxpayers’ money on with a company, SIS, to build this thing and no use
for it whatsoever, none whatsoever, and that is what they did in the energy sector.
Not a single gas deal negotiated and signed, upstream, downstream, no extension
of gas sale contracts.

4.00 p.m.

Another point that was made, that | want to focus, take a highlighter and highlight,
made from the former—

Madam Speaker: Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, your original
30 minutes are now spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes to wrap up your
presentation if you wish. You may proceed.

Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | want
the population to mark here today, on the 13" of May, 2019, a statement that was

made by the former Prime Minister. The Member for Siparia told us that she used
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to teach a class on statistics, and the Member for Siparia said as follows: “I used to
teach a course on how to lie with statistics.” That is what was said, the Hansard
will represent it.

So, Madam Speaker, another thing that was said by the former Prime Minister, and
| cringed when | heard it, in reference to Petrotrin, talking about whistle-blowing in
Petrotrin, and the protection of whistle-blowers from Petrotrin. First of all, | do not
accept there is any truth to that whatsoever, but the hypocrisy of the Opposition
that voted down legislation to protect whistle-blowers [Desk thumping] and then to
come here and talk about wanting to protect whistle-blowers.

To also hear here today, Madam Speaker, a former Prime Minister, who would
love to lead this country again, ask what is a tax amnesty, and to ask if it means,
for three months not to pay tax. The most ridiculous proposition | have ever heard
since sitting in Parliament.

Mr. Imbert: They had three, ridiculous. | had one in 2016.

Hon. S. Young: They had three tax amnesties, under the former administration, so
let me explain to the people, lest they be misled once again. The tax—and
confused—Madam Speaker. The tax amnesty that is coming, based on what the
Minister of Finance has just said, is for those who have failed to pay their VAT, to
pay their PAYE, to pay their taxes, all taxes, come forward and pay it, within that
three-month period, and you will have no penalties, you will have no interest
attached to it. Clean your slate, pay the tax you need to pay, it does not need
explanation, everybody knows what a tax amnesty is.

Mr. Imbert: Only an illiterate would not know that.

Hon. S. Young: Madam Speaker, the other most ridiculous proposition—
[Crosstalk]

Madam Speaker: Okay Members, please settle down. Port of Spain North/St.
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Ann’s West.
Hon. S. Young: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | was
also shocked, at another proposition that | heard, and | had to turn to the Member
for Diego Martin North/East and ask him if | heard correctly. When there was a
suggestion that there is secrecy, and no explanation to the population with respect
to the $709 million for Petrotrin. Madam Speaker, that was gone through right
here in this Chamber last week at the Standing Finance Committee, that resulted in
this thick report that Members should have, and should have been provided with,
or would have on the iPad that they have been provided with by Parliament on
Rotunda. And it says in here, it also says in the law, but no, when we went through
the debate it was explained what the $709 million, so again, to make a suggestion
that the Minister of Finance is somehow, via in spurious—taking money, shuffling
money without accounting to the population, again, completely untrue. Madam
Speaker, as the Minister of National Security, | would spend some time on that.

The Ministry of National Security has been utilizing the multi-agency
approach, and it is this administration—and | will remind the population because
when they were asking, do you feel safer? Do you this? Do you that? | would
remind the population, that for five—when the former administration got rid of the
last permanent Commissioner of Police, they did not reappoint a Commissioner of
Police. In fact, their then Attorney General told the population the best way to get
a Commissioner of Police to perform, or anyone to perform, is keep them acting,
and they stretched it, stretched it. It is this administration that took a decision, and
in August of last year, appointed a permanent Commissioner of Police.

Madam Speaker, the population would agree that the Commissioner of
Police’s appointment has brought a breath of fresh air throughout crime fighting in

Trinidad and Tobago [Desk thumping] and it is this side of the Parliament, this
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Government, that the population can thank for that. In fact, we sat here and
watched those on the other side who served with Mr. Griffith, as an advisor to the
Prime Minister, her national security advisor to the Prime Minister, she is now
saying “He was a good Minister”. But she did not tell her bench to vote in favour
of Mr. Griffith as the Commissioner of Police. [Crosstalk]

So, Madam Speaker, that is one of the things, on a weekly basis, | account to
the people of Trinidad and Tobago, as to what is going on in national security.
They are very aware of all that has been going on in national security. | do not talk
about the statistics with the murder rate, et cetera, that is for the Commissioner of
Police and his men and women to do, but I will say, Madam Speaker, it is actually
down.

Madam Speaker, again, the multi-agency efforts, | stand here today as the
Minister of National Security and once again thank the men and women in the
Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force, the police force, the Immigration, our
lifeguards, Customs and Excise, the intelligence services, probation officers, prison
officers, all of those who are working tirelessly and without sleep on a 24/7 basis,
to make Trinidad and Tobago a safe and more secure place.

Madam Speaker, it is very disturbing to have sat here today and heard the
utterances, the attacks on the energy sector, the utterances, the continued spread of
misinformation, the attempts to create fear and panic. | can assure the people of
Trinidad and Tobago, Madam Speaker, that what this administration has done
since September 2015 for the energy sector—I could tell you what we have not
done. We have not stolen from the Treasury. There has been no looting from the
Treasury; there is no Beetham wastewater plant; there is no $1.4 billion in legal
fees; there is no borrowing of $400 million a month before elections, and a former

Minister saying where that money should go. None of that has taken place under
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this administration. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Hinds: No police, no handcuffs.

Hon. S. Young: So, Madam Speaker, hopefully the population has a better
understanding of what has happened, and what is taking place in the energy sector.
We will continue to work hard. We hope to be able to come in the next two weeks,
and make some announcements out of our negotiations with Shell.

To the constituents of Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, 1 thank you for the
opportunity to continue to serve you. We are there on the ground. There have
been improvements, for example, at Harp, we have playgrounds throughout the
constituency now, | thank the Minister of Housing for his assistance with the HDC
projects. | thank my other colleagues, the Ministry of Works and Transport who
helped us pave the basketball court in the Harp Place in recent times. There is a lot
going on, there is a lot of positive in Trinidad and Tobago going on. | ask the
people of Trinidad and Tobago to ignore the falsities, to ignore the fake cries, to
ignore all of those suggestions by those on the other side that the economy is dead,
and the economy is failing.

To the contrary, as we heard from the Member of Parliament for Diego Martin
North/East, using statistics, notice not a single statistic from the person who said
she used to teach statistics was used to back up her contribution and her
submission, with respect to the economy.

On the contrary, what has happened the IMF has said there is growth, the World
Bank has said there is growth. They have attacked on the last occasion, the
Governor of Central Bank, and the Central Bank, challenging his independence,
again, hypocritical to hear the from those who appointed the only governor of the
Central Bank, who has ever had to be removed from office, and removed from

office—
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Hon. Member: By you!
Hon. S. Young: Yes, removed by us—for misbehaviour in office. [Desk thumping]
Madam Speaker, | thank the people of Trinidad and Tobago, for all that they
have done, and for standing by this Government as we stabilize the economy, and
as we will continue to do so on their behalves, thank you. [Desk thumping]
Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche East.
Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche East): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker,
and it is a pleasure to join the debate at this time, on a very important and critical
matter before us. Madam Speaker, if an observer who understands the English
language was listening or watching this debate for the last 40 minutes or so, the
observer, from wherever in the world who would understand English, would never
have thought that the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, is indeed
the Minister of National Security in this country.
Madam Speaker, worse than that, Sen. The Hon. Franklin Khan, would not have
thought that he is the Minister of National Security.
Hon. Members: Energy.
Dr. R. Moonilal: No, Mr. Khan would not know he is the Minister of National
Security, because Mr. Khan is the Minister of Energy. Madam Speaker, now we
know why the murder rate is climbing rapidly [Desk thumping] and there is
widespread insecurity. Now we know why we could not protect the borders in the
south west of this country. [Desk thumping] Now we know why the Commissioner
always complains about a lack of capital investment in policing. [Desk thumping]
Now we know why in this country today, it is gripped by fear, lawlessness [Desk
thumping] because the Minister of National Security has a childish preoccupation
with energy matters, and is a travelling partner of the Prime Minister all over the

globe dealing with energy matters, and that is why we are in the state of crisis in
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the energy sector as well. [Desk thumping]

| remember, Madam Speaker, asking the Government, when you went to Houston:
Did you take the PS? Did you take legal representatives of the Ministry of Energy?
If tonight this Government disappears, another government comes, nobody would
know what they negotiated in Houston, nobody would know [Desk thumping] what
gas price they arrived at. They have this morbid tendency to travel alone, without
technical—technocratic persons, and legal representatives, and make deals all over
the place.

Dr. Gopeesingh: Why?

Dr. R. Moonilal: And we hear it when they come back here and we ask a
guestion, we will get a little percentage of it. Madam Speaker, that is a dangerous
development, and | will address national security in a few minutes, because
somebody needs to, because just somebody needs to.

Madam Speaker, this is a provision here for CCTV cameras, the Minister
said nothing, but the man did not say “boo” about CCTV cameras that you come
here for millions of dollars, but telling us about Japan and Houston. | notice the
Minister was very silent with that Dragon Gas deal. [Desk thumping] | notice he
was very silent with Sandals. All I could say is, all the negotiation you are going
to embark on, Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, I hope it is more
successful than Dragon Gas and Sandals. [Desk thumping] | hope it is more
successful.

4.15 p.m.

Madam Speaker, today the Minister of Finance gave us a presentation that
should have begun with “once upon a time”. Madam Speaker, it was a story
where—and you know, | do not bring personal business here, but every night, you

know, when | am home, | have to read a story to my small son and we would read
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the same story sometimes. He wants to hear this story, but it is the same story. |
would sit down, | would lie down and | read the story, and he would be happy. He
would go to sleep a few minutes after. Madam Speaker, is the same story | am
reading plenty times. [Desk thumping] Madam Speaker, this fairy tale is like Peter
Pan or turtle hatching or something like that. It is the same story we are hearing all
the time. The Minister come, La Brea dry dock. Then he would come again, you
know, hospitals.

The hospitals that should have opened in January 2019, he said, well that
coming soon, that opening just now. The Couva Hospital will be operational, that
coming too. The Point Fortin Hospital, well that coming too; the Sangre Grande.
Then, like two or three times a year, the Toco highway coming just now, the
interchange, which today the Minister confessed, they have not even completed
settlement for those lands. [Desk thumping] They boast about a highway we
started. They got back a $1 billion from OAS. It is because of the contractual
arrangements by the Member for Tabaquite that allowed that to happen. [Desk
thumping] Today, they going to build a highway—Madam Speaker, today they are
going to build a highway with a missing part. They are going to build a highway
with a missing part.

The older people here—I do not want to say older, but some of us who have
been around, you all remember you used to drive from San Fernando to Port of
Spain and by Guayamare, you always have to come on the road with a single lane.
So for years and years you are growing up and everything is a highway, but when
you reach Guayamare you just get in one lane and you take the traffic before and
after. You know what they have done? Promising to do hydraulic study, they
chop out the piece of the highway between Debe to Mon Desir, so everybody will

have a highway with a missing part. [Laughter] It will be left for our Government

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) P 2019.05.13
Dr. R. Moonilal (cont’d)

[Desk thumping] under the Member for Siparia to put in the missing part [Desk
thumping] and that is a project that should have finished already.

Madam Speaker, where are the new capital investments? Where are the new
projects? For four years we heard of Sandals but never got Sandals—we never get
slippers, we never get shoes, we never get nothing from this Government. [Desk
thumping] Dragon deal—neither a best “sapath”. Madam Speaker, the dragon
deal, they were in a conga line in Venezuela with Maduro—in conga line, wining
their way and celebrating. They were on a plane coming. They chartered a CAL
flight and imbibing, celebrating dragon field. Where it gone?

Madam Speaker, but today | heard a very disturbing statement from the
Minister of Finance and | want to get to that quickly. You see, Madam Speaker,
what they have been doing is just borrowing and borrowing and borrowing. They
borrow. Madam Speaker, they intend to borrow more, and | want to hook this on
to that point the Minister made by giving the Tobago House of Assembly now the
authority to borrow $300 million, and their capital projects—Madam Speaker,
whether it is buying aeroplane, buying boat, buying bus, they are borrowing money
to do it.

In 2009, | want to remind this population, they took a loan for the rapid rail
project. It was $500 million in 2009. [Desk thumping] Madam Speaker, a few
days ago, Trinidad and Tobago paid back $500 million of taxpayers’ money for a
study on the rapid rail. History is repeating itself. [Desk thumping] As they leave
office, they are going to chalk up debts for an in-coming government to pay.
Madam Speaker, when we left office, the outstanding debt was $84 billion by
February this year—so let us say 2018—by the end of 2018, they have the debt,
national debt at $95 billion and they will chalk up a debt again for the 12 aircraft,

for the six vessels.
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And, Madam Speaker, today and | want to make this point in the context of
the Minister announcing, beating his chest, “we are so happy things are looking
good” and, of course, he is an awesome Minister, the magician. So they say FCB
making money, Republic making money. All the banks making money, but the
banks must make money. What Amin Roti Shop in Marabella is making?
Anybody knows? If Amin Roti Shop would know the good news from you they
might change the menu, but Marabella is a ghost town, Pointe-a-Pierre roundabout
Is a ghost town [Desk thumping], San Fernando “doh have nothing”. [Desk
thumping] They have no traffic in Marabella no more. Petrotrin gone. Madam
Speaker, Rio Claro, Fyzabad, their traffic plan was to send everybody home, Point
Fortin—Madam Speaker, but there was a bank that the Minister did not tell us
about, and | want to put on record that good news, because the Minister failed to
tell us the good news for another bank.

You see, Madam Speaker, some time ago | asked a question in this
Parliament about a bank. It was on the 17" of the 12" 2018, a few days before
Christmas, and | asked whether NCB Global Finance Limited was doing a loan to
UDeCOTT and, Madam Speaker, this is good news from another bank, so | am
adding to the Minister’s presentation, I am not taking away. Madam Speaker, this
bank gave a loan to UDeCOTT for $180 million. Fascinating, Madam Speaker,
when | asked the Prime Minister whether he was aware that relatives of a
Government Minister were involved in that bank, he said: | do not know who
sleep with who—I am quoting from Hansard—and who is cousin of who. | do not
know anything about that. [Desk thumping]—I think from them.

Madam Speaker, when | raised this issue, I knew what | was doing then,
$180 million from NCB Global Finance to UDeCOTT. Madam Speaker, | then

filed a question for written answer, and 72 hours ago we get the answer. | asked
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whether this bank—because | am concerned with Republic and FCB. In fact, the
Minister could announce this with fanfare too, he chose not to, that is why | am
doing it.

Madam Speaker, when | asked the business of NCB Global Finance in
Trinidad and Tobago across the board, we got an answer. NCB Global Finance
which is a relatively new kid on the block in financial circles—it might be a young
kid on the block too, I am told. So this young kid on the block, Madam Speaker,
got into business with the Government prior to 2015 and the last Member, you
know—he left the Chamber—I wish he would be here to hear this, Madam
Speaker, hear about the young kid on the block. Home Mortgage Bank, would you
believe, Home Mortgage Bank was selected to sell—Home Mortgage Bank had
shares in JMMB, and they selected Global Finance to do a transaction involving
$46.9 million, Home Mortgage Bank. Why would the Home Mortgage Bank
select another mortgage bank, a competitor, to enter into a deal involving shares in
a Jamaican based company? NCB Global Finance is a foreign mortgage bank—it
Is foreign—registered here in Trinidad and Tobago. It is a foreign-owned bank
and Home Mortgage Bank gives a deal to their competitor.

When you go on National Flour Mills—hear this one—a revised Treasury
strategy for working capital. National Flour Mills, Madam Speaker, approved.
Their board approved in July 2016 with Global Finance a loan of US $10 million,
$70 million more or less. This loan was due to challenges being faced by National
Flour Mills in obtaining US dollars. So National Flour Mills did not go to FCB,
Republic Bank, Ansa Merchant Bank to get US $10 million. They went to Global
Finance. They are doing well.

Madam Speaker, the other matter here is that they then made an investment
with Global Finance. So hear what they do. They take $75 million in one hand,
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they give Global Finance. Global Finance say thank you very much, we are giving
you back US $10 million and business going down the road—3 to 7 per cent fees
going down the road—and they talk about probity.

Madam Speaker, an unknown player, prior to 2012 or thereabout there was
no such thing as Global Finance. They did business with National Flour Mills.
Who is the Chairman of National Flour Mills anyway? [Crosstalk] Yes. The
Chairman of National Flour Mills has a business interest, a directorship or some
position with IMMB and JMMB has a relationship with Global Finance and the
chairman is there approving this, Madam Speaker, and participating himself giving
to himself. Madam Speaker, this is a very serious matter that requires investigation
in business that would involve, Madam Speaker, about US $70 million, almost half
a billion dollars from NFM to Global Finance.

Madam Speaker, let me continue. National Insurance Board, hear this one.
Who is the Chairman of the National Insurance Board? Anybody knows? Guess?
On December 08, 2016, National Insurance Board invested $35 million in a private
company called Guardian Holdings Limited. You took taxpayers’ money, 35—
this is the Calder Hart UDeCOTT story all over again. [Desk thumping] You take
$35 million of taxpayers’ money, NIB, and say, “we investing in global”, but hear
what? We are investing in Guardian Holdings. Guardian Holdings ‘“eh”.
Remember this recent story between Mr. Lok Jack and Mr. Lee Chin and so on.
So, NIB takes $35 million to put an investment, fixed rate loan, in Guardian
Holdings and hear who is doing the deal. Hear who is the lender and arranger—
but that sounds like pan—but the lender and arranger is Global Finance Limited,
National Insurance Board. Madam Speaker, $35 million involved in that
transaction.

Trinidad Nitrogen Company Limited, the Minister likes to talk about the
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energy sector. | do not know why, but he may come to it now. | do not know.
Trinidad Nitrogen Company Limited, for the period September 2015 to present—
look where—September 2015, TRINGEN had forex transactions with NCB Global
Finance, Madam Speaker. In this period, TRINGEN had transactions for forex
with several banks including the Global Finance, and they chose to add NCB
Global Finance to its portfolio, Madam Speaker, as a licensed merchant bank. So,
Global Finance come on the scene, go on to the panel—they go on to the panel of
all these state enterprises and reaping the rewards—2015, US $3.2 million; 2016,
US $4.5 million in business; 2017, US $4.7 million and when we add this up, we
get US $13 million is—

Dr. Gopeesingh: TT $91 million.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Thank you, Member for Caroni East. It is TT $91 million from
Trinidad Nitrogen Company alone. So, it is a favour. What are they doing,
Madam Speaker, to get this good news from the banking sector? But it is the
banks with their profits, super-high profits that are benefiting from this
Government. [Desk thumping] It is not the people. It is not the workers, Madam
Speaker. [Desk thumping] It is not the single parents. And today the Minister
comes four years later to beat his chest, “We give out 1,000 food cards”.
[Crosstalk] Well, happy for you.

Madam Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago Tourism Business Development
Company, NCB Global Finance has been added to their company as an approved
financial institution under the Government Loan Guarantee Programme to provide
loans to hotels under 50 rooms. So hotels, now—wherever you are hotels—with
under 50 rooms, hotel, tourism-related business, NCB Global Finance Limited will
provide the funding and the government-to-government programme as a guarantee.

Madam Speaker, and, of course, the UDeCOTT issue.
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Madam Speaker, | want to remind this country that this deal with UDeCOTT
for $180 million was signed off on the 15" of November, 2018. UDeCOTT
changed hands from one Ministry to a next on the 14" of November, 2018—from
the Ministry of Housing where it was for seven years, eight years, to the Office of
the Prime Minister, on November 15, 2017. [Desk thumping] By December, they
announced that they fired the CEO. The CEO was fired. So within the same day
you take control of UDeCOTT, they signed off on $180 million loan with NCB
Global Finance.

Madam Speaker, today we call for a full investigation into the operations of
NCB Global Finance [Desk thumping] across the state sector. And, Madam
Speaker, this is made worse when we reflect, which is a fact. | am reading from
published documents. We have the annual reports. When we reflect that at
November 2014, Madam Speaker, the CEO of this company is, indeed, the brother
of a Government Minister in this country. [Crosstalk] And it is not Angus Beef we
are talking about, Madam Speaker. The CEO is, indeed, the brother of a
Government Minister that has come into this. [Crosstalk] They talk about
assassinating character, but that is a fact, Madam Speaker, that they have been
involved with a Global Finance giving more than half a billion dollars to a
company.

Madam Speaker, let me put it to you quickly, a company unknown in 2015.
Madam Speaker, do you know, Madam Speaker, from the accounts we have, this
foreign company entered the T&T financial landscape and in a short time their
asset base moved from 115 million in 2015 to a whopping 350 million by 2017.
Hon. Member: Thief.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Madam Speaker, a 200 per cent jump. Customer—my

brother—deposit moved from 83 million in 2015, Madam Speaker. Hear this one.
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Member for Port of Spain North/ St. Ann’s West, hear this one. Customer deposit
moved from 83 million in 2015 to 268 million by 2017, 223 per cent increase. But
you know when this was happening their annual reports showed that there was no
significant capital injection into the company. So the company had the same
capital injection every year, $82 million more or less, Madam Speaker, but
skyrocketing business, revenue increased, customer-base increased, assets
increased, and you know this is what I think—to use their term—I think we should
raise a red flag, well many red flags. [Desk thumping]

So if you thought NOVO Technology—we did not hear about NOVO
Technology today. That is also national security. NOVO Technology Limited has
something to answer, Global Finance has to answer, Madam Speaker. [Desk
thumping] They have to answer. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche East. Hon. Members, it is now 4.30. It
Is time for the suspension. We shall resume at 5.00 p.m.

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.00 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche East, you have 10 minutes and 30
seconds of original time left.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. [Desk thumping]
Thank you very much, Ma’am.

Ms. Ramdial: Fire! Fire!

Dr. R. Moonilal: Calm. Madam Speaker, before the much needed tea break, |
was dealing with a matter involving the banks and the surplus profits and revenues
earned by banks, several banks, during the last three years that drew the Minister
of Finance to compliment those banks on the work that they are doing. Madam

Speaker, | want to thank the Minister of Finance, in his absence, for providing us
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with the data last Friday in written response. | want to thank him for making the
data available on NCB Global Finance. It is the Ministry of Finance that provided
the details so, Madam Speaker, | am sure when the Government responds, they
would be aware that it is the Ministry of Finance that presented the details. [Desk
thumping] These are not details we grabbed any and anywhere. It is from an
official response from the Ministry of Finance.

Madam Speaker, | also want to put the context in this matter—I may not
have said it before the break—but, Madam Speaker, several of these arrangements
are arrangements made without competitive tendering processes, and that is a
serious matter because you see, we have been accused over the years by Members
opposite of all types of things—all types of wrongdoing—»but when they accused
us they cannot say that we did not have competitive tendering. [Desk thumping]
What they accused us of is rigging competitive tendering—that is the accusation—
but in this matter, there is soleselective tendering for financial transactions. And
the value of all these transactions, | reiterate, we are dealing with over $400
million in transactions many of which, but not all, but many on the basis of sole
selective tendering.

Madam Speaker, and to repeat that very, very serious and critical
coincidence that UDeCOTT was transferred from Ministry of Housing to the
Office of the Prime Minister on November 14™ and November 15" this loan for
$180 million was signed off and that is important. The Chairman of UDeCOTT—
and | can say it, because it is in the newspaper—is the coordinator for the
Tunapuna Regional Corporation in the upcoming local government election, Mr.
Noel Garcia. That is a matter that | think Members opposite have announced with
glee. So, Madam Speaker, we put all of that in the mix when we deal with this

matter, and my colleagues opposite would answer on this | am sure. | am hoping
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that they will not just be nasty or rude or try to degrade us and so on, but will
respond whether or not the Ministry of Finance information is accurate or not.
[Desk thumping] That is the issue.

And, Madam Speaker, there was another issue related to that which | would
just touch and leave because | do not have the documents with me today, where we
were told by certain business operators that there is a bid now to actually buy
government debt by the same Global Finance—buy their debts—and then they pay
the contractors on the debt a certain percentage, and then the Government pays the
debt as an operation. [Crosstalk] What is it called?

Hon. Le Hunte: Discounting.

Dr. R. Moonilal: So that is a legitimate thing. Well, my very dear friend, Sen.
The Hon. Le Hunte, who | am happy joined us, he is telling us I think, a banker,
that that is a legitimate business. It is called discounting. So you can buy debts—

Hon. Le Hunte: Factoring.

Dr. R. Moonilal: But, Madam Speaker, | am learning a lot now. So what is
happening here is a company that is run by the brother of the Member for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West is involved in backing Government’s debts to which
the brother from Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West influenced in some way or
another who are paid and how much they are paid. Well, look at that. Madam
Speaker, | go no further on that; it is a fact.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Madam Speaker, Standing Order 48(6).

Madam Speaker: Overruled.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Thank you, Madam Speaker. So just to connect the facts that
this discounting and factoring is where you buy debt and then you hold that debt.
You pay the person who has the debt a certain percentage, and then when the

overall debt is paid you make a profit. It is a legitimate banking transaction. In

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) > 2019.05.13
Dr. R. Moonilal (cont’d)

this case, it requires investigation, forensic auditing, where you have that
relationship, so to speak, between a Member of the Cabinet in the Member for Port
of Spain North/St. Ann’s West and his brother. [Desk thumping] Madam Speaker,
| want to move on now.

Madam Speaker, in the early contribution, let me just repeat, today while we
raise critical issues, the Leader of the Opposition today, the Member for Siparia,
came without anybody asking her and presented the plan, the blueprint, to take this
country forward. [Desk thumping] So we are working with a plan, Madam
Speaker, way in advance of local and general elections and you can say what you
want. And Member for San Fernando East could give his normal whatever they
call it when the lady asked him for the house, but the Member for Siparia came
with a plan today and we must commend her for coming with a plan [Desk
thumping] to the Parliament way in advance and articulating these issues.

Madam Speaker, there are a couple more matters | want to move on to in the
time | have remaining. | heard today the Minister talking about Caribbean Airlines
making a profit and so on. You know, Madam Speaker, all the talk they are talking
about Caribbean Airlines making a profit, they have no audited financial
statements from Caribbean Airlines for that period that they are making this so-
called profit. It is by press conferencing and press release. But if you ask CAL for
audited financial statements for the last there years, they have none, but they are
declaring profits. Madam Speaker, as | am speaking to you now, there is a white
aircraft on the ground in Tobago—white, all white. It is painted white and it is
from Denmark. It is a wet lease that Caribbean Airlines has to operate the air
bridge another wet lease. Caribbean Airlines, anytime there is a crisis, they are
taking on lease, wet leasing aircraft, paying enormous sums and what they do,

Madam Speaker—and we will get to it, because you see you do not hide these
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things for ever—they cook up the books in a way that those debts are held by the
Ministry of Finance, not Caribbean Airlines.

So when you buy a plane, for example, and you are paying on it, it is the
Minister of Finance doing that, not the airline. Sen. Le Hunte, what they call that
now? [Laughter] But there will be a word for it. They have words in the banking
community for all of that. So, Madam Speaker, we will talk on another occasion
about Caribbean Airlines and their unaudited financial statements where
Government Ministers declaring at the top of the mountain, profits by CAL, first
time ever, but they have no audited financial it statements.

Madam Speaker, | heard the Member speak earlier about the Brian Lara and
the projects and so on. May | remind this country that today, | believe, today
marks the two-year anniversary of the opening of the Brian Lara Stadium, this day,
today. Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister himself acknowledged on a political
platform somewhere that two years later, the International Cricket Council, ICC,
has not given accreditation to the Brian Lara Stadium for any international cricket
match. What they are playing is glorified fete matches, really. They are playing
some fete matches down there, some Carnival parties and so on. So that they have
to go now, Madam Speaker, and spend more money than the $1.3 billion that the
taxpayers spent on the Brian Lara to accredit for the ICC requirements and that is a
matter, | think a colleague of mine here will also deal with.

Madam Speaker, | want to get back to the Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West, the shadow—well, the Minister of National Security, but
you would not have known that. Madam Speaker, it was a few months ago—and |
am relating this to the provision in our data before us in our book on the CCTV
cameras, because we are here today to approve reports and so on that speaks

clearly to a provision for the CCTV cameras, and | just want to get it absolutely
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straight. Madam Speaker, we are dealing with a supplementation of a $124 million
to pay outstanding bills to TSTT for the CCTV camera.

Madam Speaker, it was on January 18" this year that | raised this matter in
the Parliament over a series of missteps, at least, but serious—to use local
language—*bobol” associated with the contract for the CCTV cameras dating back
to September 7, 2018. And, Madam Speaker, | am not going to repeat it. Itisin
the Hansard. 1 raised the issue of the closing of that tender, the reopening of the
tender, who had access to financial statements submitted, the status of the bidders
and so on and why a company was allowed to tender after the fact. Madam
Speaker, after | raised this, the Member for St. Joseph spoke and, of course, he said
everything I said was wrong and I was making mischief and “da da da”. The
Member for St. Joseph is entitled to do that and if he is doing it on behalf of his
colleague Minister, we know his relationship with the Member for
D’Abadie/O’Meara and 1 am sure he will have a similar relationship with his
colleagues, and he sought to assist the Minister of National Security.

Madam Speaker, when a substantive response was given on that issue, with
the collapse of CCTV cameras—and CCTV cameras are a major issue in fighting
crime. It is actually a low level, low-hanging fruit so to speak, because it is
something you could do quickly and so on. Madam Speaker, do you know that this
matter is yet to be resolved? In a nutshell, they were quarrelling and saying the
deal made, the contract did under the former Government, was a contract like
NOVO Technologies, NOVO. It was suspicious and raised red flags and involving
TSTT, state majority participation. They said that something was wrong with that
contract and they kept it on a month-to-month basis pending the outcome of a
proper bid and tendering process to give a contract. September came, September

gone; January came, January gone; they continued on a month-to-month contract
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under the same terms and conditions.

Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche East, your original time is now spent.
You are entitled to 15 more minutes to wrap up your contribution if you so wish.
Dr. R Moonilal: Thank you Ma’am. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: You can proceed. [Desk thumping]

Dr. R. Moonilal: So, Madam Speaker, the long and short is the month-to-month
contract with TSTT continues under the very terms and conditions that existed
before, nothing has changed. Madam Speaker, when | raised this matter at the last
Standing Finance Committee, the record is there, the Minister indicated that they
are working to solve this matter and to regularize and so on, but I do not know
what it is, who has something in a pot. | do not know what. Madam Speaker, | am
smelling something, as | did with Global Finance, but I do not know. | cannot put
my finger on it, but I am working on it. Madam Speaker, you know is only after
the finance committee—and if the Minister of National Security is here, | would
have asked him directly—you know they wrote TSTT only after | raised that
matter in the finance committee to invite TSTT now to meet on the table to discuss
the contract and settling their contract and so on, only after the finance committee
meeting last week, and | would ask the Minister to tell us yes or no, because you
see, you cannot be serious about conducting Government business like that.

It goes through a process and “somebody win, somebody lose”, so to speak.
When the contract comes up again, you go through a process and so on, but you
cannot stop everything go on month-to-month because your person or your
company did not win, Madam Speaker. And | ask the Minister to explain the
further delay in dealing with this matter of the CCTV contract for the Ministry of
National Security. [Desk thumping] You see, the Minister should have been

dealing with that, but he was concerned with the gas price. He was concerned with
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Train 1 and Train 4 and if we knew of public participation and so on. Those are
matters of record, Madam Speaker. You do not engage yourself in debate like that.

Madam Speaker, the Member for Point Fortin has a tremendous
responsibility now, one | hope is within his ambit and properly within hisscope of
expertise. | know he knows a lot about housing. Madam Speaker, my friend, the
Member for Point Fortin has to deal with several matters, but one of them involved
distributing homes in Trinidad and Tobago. And I have heard it said before the
last government left several projects and they were not complete and so on.
Madam Speaker, every Government will leave housing projects not complete,
because you do not plan to go, so you will always have that. Another government
coming in will try to complete your projects and so on as we did. We completed
Corinth and we completed other places, but there is one troubling point | want to
raise, Madam Speaker.

There is a particular housing estate in Valsayn, it is Valsayn South. Now,
that housing estate, | know the facts. | can speak. | do not need a piece of paper.
Member for Point Fortin, that was started by UDeCOTT under Calder Hart
because in those days UDeCOTT did anything and everything. One director was
Chairman of Home Mortgage Bank, the next one he was at the same time at
UDeCOTT—it was this, it was that—and UDeCOTT was building homes. When
we got into office, we said no, the HDC should be the only entity building homes.
So that project under my tenure was removed from UDeCOTT, placed under HDC,
Valsayn South. One of the reasons we could not finish that project, San Fernando
East, is that there was an outstanding matter with a company by the name of
Hafeez Karamath where the documentation suggested that in the initial contract
with UDeCOTT under Calder Hart, they were overpaid.
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They had in excess of, more or less, $40 million in overpayment, and that
stopped under circumstances where the company had admitted in writing that they
owe the Government $40 million. When we had discussions to continue the
project they said they wanted advance payment, and so on, and the advance
payment to be $20 million. So our position was that you cannot take $20 million
when you owe us $40 million. Pay the Government, pay the taxpayer our 40, and
then we could talk about that. So, Madam Speaker, we were at a junction there, we
stopped. It was the subject of some type of arbitration as well so we did not want
to go there, take a decision, and so on. Now, it is finishing, work is being done.
They are going to give out the units, and | am very happy for that. | would like the
Minister of Housing and Urban Development to tell this country how did you solve
that problem with Hafeez Karamath. How did you solve it?

Did you at all abdicate your responsibility to recoup the $40 million plus that
was owing to the taxpayer from the Calder Hart UDeCOTT vyears? Did you do
that? Did you just say, “Look, take advance and start over”? Because, Madam
Speaker, | was in a position where—I remember telling the Cabinet that | cannot
proceed with that because if you owe me money | cannot give you money, and,
Madam Speaker, that is a troubling matter for us. When we were in office to a lot
of the projects, Madam Speaker, we had difficulty with the projects because of the
nature of construction where you have five contractors on the same job, nobody
wants to take responsibility for one or two. We had projects in Arima, units in
Arima, they had five walls in a house; a bed could not go in through the door. You
had problems in my constituency, Wellington, where the houses were moving by
two inches every month because you did not do drainage on cane field land,

essentially, and that still remains a problem in some areas. Retrench had a
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Madam Speaker, | am picking up now, and | have the data before me, on
another occasion—I will speak at length on this, but to really put it to the Minister,
| now have in my possession data including reports and pictures of some of the
worse work to be done in the HDC in memory. Madam Speaker, | can show you a
picture here of a current project, it is in Corinth where the contractor is the driver
of a Government official, and in the wall that they plastered they forgot a hammer
inside. It is here in a picture. They forgot a hammer in the wall, Madam Speaker.
They “do the engineering and within weeks, when the building is still under
construction, the wall fall”.

Mr. Karim: “Wey de hammer gone?”

Dr. R. Moonilal: Well, “is wey de hammer gone in truth”? But, Madam Speaker,
| will tell the Minister from Point Fortin that he has a lot of work to do. | do not
blame him. | cast no aspersions on the Member for Point Fortin. | think he means
well, and given the opportunity | am sure he could do something well.

Madam Speaker, but these projects: River Runs Through, the townhouses up
there, the ones in Corinth, they are the subject of investigations, ongoing
investigations, and | call upon the Minister to address that, because what really
costs money and variation, enormous variation, is when you get bad work. You
know of all the things they accuse us for, Madam Speaker, and they accuse us for a
lot, I must say; you know, nobody accuse us for doing bad houses, for bad work.
[Desk thumping]

Mr. Mitchell: What?
Dr. R. Moonilal: There are States where they carry contractors to court. They are
happily giving out to all their constituents, the houses there, and telling them it is

the best houses. | had to see the Prime Minister giving keys to homes that the
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Partnership built and saying, “The greatest feeling is to see the look on these
people’s face when they get a house built by Kamla Persad-Bissessar”. [Desk
thumping] That is what | had to see, Madam Speaker. And having said that, again
| will tell you that you would start construction and another Government will
finish, and so on. That is the nature of that sector, Madam Speaker, in housing.

Madam Speaker, there is this matter now of the housing bond that the
Minister spoke about. Now, that is an interesting matter. | am hoping that the
Minister could present a policy document to the Parliament. | am asking the
Minister of Housing and Urban Development if you can advance a policy
document on the housing bonds to the Parliament or to myself, if you so wish and
you are generous enough, that explains in detail how this housing bond is to be
used? Because we have a concept, in a simplistic sense, of what is a bond; you
will put your money there, it matures, you get back your money, you get some
interest, and so on; you have a bond. How people would get interest on $5,000 that
they put in the bond? Or is it only favourable treatment in the HDC line, so to
speak? So what is happening is you have 175,000 people who need a house but the
few thousands who put in the bond, they jump the line. They jump the queue
because they have money and somebody else do not have money. Now, is that
fair? Is that at all fair because you want to collect, you want to collect up front,
Madam Speaker?

So, how are the bonds going to work, over what time frame? And, Madam
Speaker, there is a simplistic issue here as well—the amount of people who are
unemployed in this country, Madam Speaker, we have people with master’s degree
selling in the car park in a mall, selling household items in the car park, at the gas
stations. Madam Speaker, are people looking on and seeing that at the traffic lights

you have more and more people begging, and when you stop at a traffic light
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everybody wants to clean your windscreen? That is a sign of something. You see
it in countries that go through—so the Member could come today and talk about
0.07 per cent moved to 1.7 per cent and every year it is getting less in terms of the
negativity, so he is praising himself for the decrease in the increase. The late
Martin Joseph did that once.

Madam Speaker, all of that could sound good, and you could bring all the
IMF and World Bank and IDB, and all these people here, but if the people on the
street do not feel it, if the communities do not feel it; if the housewife, the single
mothers do not feel it, if the unemployed do not feel it, it is not happening. [Desk
thumping] It is simply not happening, Madam Speaker, and that is the problem
that the Minister will face.

Today | read the Express—I do not want to waste time reading the whole
editorial, but the editorial of the Express today tells the Minister, Mr. Minister, all
the figures you are bringing could be right. In fact, that is one of the positions we
took here as a policy. We are not going to argue with the Minister with those
statistics. He will bring his statistics and if it is right, it is right; if it is wrong, we
will argue another day, but for today the issue is this turnaround you are talking
about, “light at the end of the tunnel”, is it of a train coming in our direction? Is
that the light? The ordinary people must feel it, and | as said before, Marabella is a
ghost town. You go by the places there that operate, it is a ghost town. You go
San Fernando—I mean, | think you could walk High Street in the middle of the
day in the middle of the road now.

Hon. Member: Blindfolded.
Dr. R. Moonilal: I do not know if blindfolded, but you can certainly do that.

Madam Speaker, businesses, this Government speaks about business—

somebody made a speech at a trade meeting somewhere and said, “Everything
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going good”. Businesses complain that when they go on the port and they have to
clear their goods, the enormous bureaucracy and problems. A businessman related
that to me recently. He had goods to clear to sell and when he went there all types
of requirements, he has to go back three days and four days and he is losing
business. A businessman from south, I know, found himself into problem, cannot
pay his debt, Madam Speaker, he hanged himself. Yeah. Business people, when
they cannot pay their debt, when they have pressure and they cannot get money,
either through the formal or informal methods anymore, they get depression. And
today this Minister praising himself about more people buying life insurance.
Madam Speaker, do you know for home insurance today the insurance companies
are taking monthly premiums. You know why? At the end of the year nobody
could make to pay that.

Dr. Gopeesingh: Car insurance too.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Yeah. They are reaching the stage where every month you pay
your home insurance because at the end of the year you would not have that
money, so try to do it during the month, during the year.

It is a sign of something that is happening in the economy, and the Minister,
as | say, you could announce IMF—you know, in the ’80s, and so on, some people
may not know, you had something called “the debt trap”. A book was written
there, important political economy work, and so on, that any country the IMF
praised, those countries would be destroyed. Anytime they praised you, and the
World Bank, they praised you, that means everything “gone wrong”, you collapse,
because, Madam Speaker, the role of Government is to be a lubricant for the
economy. [Desk thumping] That is what the role of Government is for. And the
Member for Diego Martin East, in an earlier incarnation in 2007, 2008, 2009, knew

that, and he gave a speech in this House—well, the other place—in when we
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accused them of overspending, that same Member stood in the Parliament in the
Red House and say, “You accuse us of spending but the role of the Government is
to lubricate the economy to make the people happy”. Today, Madam Speaker, it is
about balancing and balancing. All of that is good, but if you have this problem
where people are losing their jobs, no hope in sight, you will not get the confidence
in the economy.

The economy operates with confidence, and who really is confident? When
you pick up the paper and you hear BP Train | to mothball again, to use that term,
now, you will answer it and say “Well, it is one well, it is not four; it is one”, and
so on, but BP is telling you by 2020, 2021, essentially, “we done”. 1 did not read
where they say one well. You are right, BP is wrong. As the Opposition Leader
said, and the Member for Caroni Central, “The Minister of Finance is always right
and everybody else is wrong”. That is the approach, and, Madam Speaker, that
approach will take us nowhere.

And in those circumstances, | will just issue this warning to the Government,
that in the remaining time they have left, which | believe is 15 months and maybe a
couple of days, they ought to do as much as they could to ensure that they deal
with poverty. And, Mr. Attorney General, while we will always be interested in
explaining the wealth, eventually you will also have to explain the poverty.
Madam Speaker, | thank you. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: The Minister of Public Utilities. [Desk thumping]

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Robert Le Hunte): Madam
Speaker, it is indeed an honour to stand before this representative House to give
my support for the Minister of Finance in this supplemental appropriation, more
commonly known as the mid-year review. Madam Speaker, | will take some time

in my contribution to deal with some of the answers, some of the questions and to
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deal with my support to the Minister of Finance, and just to let Members know, |
will also spend some time to talk a little bit about the Public Utilities issue and
specifically about WASA. Madam Speaker, | am indeed proud and | feel very
honoured to be part of a Government that has been able to bring stability and hope
of prosperity back to this economy. [Desk thumping] You know, the Minister of
Finance in his presentation spoke and he said two words that, as | said, resonates
very well with me. He actually used the word about “stability” and he actually
used the word “prosperity”, because, you see, Madam Speaker, to fully understand
the work that has been done in this country we have to just spend a few minutes to
go back and talk about the naysayers and what people were expecting when they
saw the economy in the state that it was left.

Let us go back a little bit. Remember what people were saying, they talked
about at that time, they predicted that the dollar would have been 10 to one. They
predicted at that time that employment would have been over 10 per cent. They
predicted at that time that our reserves would have been under three months, and of
course they predicted a runaway inflation. Those were the words and those were
the types of statements that people were predicting when they looked at the
economy in the state under which this Government, the previous Government left
it, and therefore we were called upon in this Government to do a rescue mission
and to move the economy from along a path, a road that was taking us straight into
the IMF. You see, this Government—I mean, and, you know, it is really sad when
| sit and | hear the kind of statements coming from the other side.

This was a Government at a time when there was plenty, when there were
lots of money, when this Government took us into five years of deficit spending.
Madam Speaker, when you spend money, when you live beyond your means and

you spend money, you are taking—you are moving the economy in a very wrong
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direction. But in addition to that type of deficit spending, and the levels of deficit
spending you were talking about, it reached as high as $8 billion, $5 billion, $6
billion, deficit spending, but in addition to that, we heard that the old Member for
Oropouche East gave an indication of the level of borrowing that the country was
subjected to.

They moved borrowings in the country’s debt from a figure of around $46
billion to around $77 billion. They increased the debt by 67 per cent. So we have
to understand what it is; you end up in an economy, you inherit an economy that is
moving on a deficit, and they did all of that at a time when, again, when this
economy, when you had revenue in the vicinity of $58 billion. You had revenues
of $58 billion, you had revenues of $55 billion; you had revenues of $56 billion.
Madam Speaker, | hear about what it is, that is the context under which the
previous regime had money. They had that type of money but yet still they took us
to a debt situation that also skyrocketed up by about 76 per cent. That was the
level of mismanagement that we had to deal with.

Today we are facing a Minister of Finance that stood here and talked about a
level of deficit, of moving the deficit to the tune of $4.5 billion. When you look
back in the history of the management of this economy under the UNC’s regime,
that was one of the lowest deficits in the history of what it has been for the last six
years. [Desk thumping]

So, as | said before, you have to put into context where this economy was
heading, and it took the Minister of Finance, and that is why | feel proud to be part
of this Government; it took the Minister of Finance, by taking the right types of
decisions that moved us out of the road that we were heading directly into the road
of the IMF. He put us on a brand new road, and as a result of this road we are now

in the position whereby today there was no devaluation of the dollar. Today you
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are talking about inflation in Trinidad and Tobago, one of the lowest inflations in
the world. [Desk thumping] Today you are not talking about reserves that went
down to three months but now we have over eight months reserves still in our
hands. [Desk thumping] And as much as you talk about—and I agree and | accept
that unemployment levels continue to be below 5 per cent. [Desk thumping] You
put all of that in the context and at a time when an economy, when our economy
lost close to $20 billion in oil revenue, and that is what this Government was faced
with.

So I hear a lot of what it is was done and what was not, but to whom much is
given, much is expected. And when you are given all that money to be able to
carry on with expenditures to the tune of $63 billion, your average spent over the
period was over $55 billion, and what do you have to show for it? What do you
have to show for it? And therefore | am very, and | said before, | am pleased and |
feel honoured to be part of a Government that took the hard decisions that were
required to stabilize the economy, put it on a brand new path and lead us into a
position whereby today we could talk about prosperity down the road. [Desk
thumping] Madam Speaker, | would take a little time, you know, | heard the
Member for Oropouche East, you know, there is this—it is the first time | am
speaking in this House, but there is this tendency with us to want to “buss ah
mark”, and the mark that I heard him going down the road with is this NCB
Jamaica and this Global Finance, and all that, and what it is. Madam Speaker, let
me put on record, NCB Jamaica is one of the largest financial institutions in the
English-speaking Caribbean. NCB Global Finance, NCB Global Finance is owned
by NCB Jamaica, and as such, NCB Jamaica, who is the owner of NCB Global
Finance, that was the institution that bought Barclays Bank in Jamaica way back in
the 1980s. So they have been around for a very long time. [Desk thumping]
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Madam Speaker, we cannot as a people, we cannot as a Caricom people, we
cannot be talking about our products going into Jamaica from a manufacturing
perspective; we are CSME. We want our products—what is the signal you think
we are sending to anyone listening to this debate? [Desk thumping] You have
your products going into Jamaica right now but you are telling a company, which
Is one of the largest financial institutions in the English-speaking Caribbean that is
operating in your territory, you are wringing their name through the mud in
scandalizing them in this Parliament. That is not right. A financial institution
operates on confidence and what you are doing is not right.

In addition to that, you said proudly with your financial institution, Republic
Bank, Republic Bank is up and down the Caribbean buying other financial
institutions, tendering for bids and winning bids, and getting bigger and bigger and
bigger. Republic Bank just bought the bank in Cayman lIslands. They have a
transaction to buy all the Scotiabanks throughout the Caribbean. They reach as far
as Ghana and competing for business there, would you like the same thing to be
said about Republic Bank and how they are winning contracts and they should not?
It is not right what it is you do. [Crosstalk] You cannot do that. [Desk thumping]
It is irresponsible.

Madam Speaker: | assure you, Member for Couva North, you will get your
opportunity to join the debate. Continue, please, Minister of Public Utilities.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Thank you. It is not right, and therefore you have to
understand, as | said before, with great power comes great responsibility, [Desk
thumping] you have to act in a responsible manner. And | know the Member for
Caroni Central, who was once a director of Republic Bank, understands what | am
saying, and | am sure he is going to be able to say a little bit more and guide the

Members into stop going there. Stop going there, it is not good for us as a country.
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[Desk thumping]

So let me also say again for the records, just to correct, again “spending
names”, good people, the CEO and the chairman of National Flour Mills is a
distinguished UWI graduate, one of the top 50 UWI graduates, distinguished
individual, again bringing names and scoring acquisitions, the CEO of National
Flour Mills works for an institution called JIMMB. [Crosstalk] He is the chairman
and he works for an institution called JIMMB, which for the record—{Interruption]
What is the problem, | am just putting on the record what is the facts, you know? |
am putting on record the facts. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Members, Members, anybody who wants to make an
interruption should do so under Standing Order 47, crosstalk is not permitted.
Minister of Public Utilities. [Desk thumping]

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Yes, Madam Speaker, my apologies. 1 just want to
again put on record that the chairman of NFM is a distinguished graduate by the
name of Nigel Romano. He does not work with NCB Global. He does not work—
he works with an institution called IMMB, giving service. Those are the facts. So
| just want to clear up some of the misinformation that was being put out there
about sterling graduates of our university. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, as | promised when | started that | would take some time
and bring to the debate and to the national community the situation as it relates to
the uproar what is happening with regard to water under my particular Ministry.
Madam Speaker, you know, | want to first—and my contribution today would
basically look at it from a perspective of letting us know where we are and how we
get there, and then | will spend some time in discussing where we want to go and
how we intend to get there. So where we are is important to understand where we

are and how did we get to this situation.
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Well, Madam Speaker, unless other Members who are not aware, it has been
out there for a while, we in Trinidad and Tobago are experiencing environmentally
challenging times that are drought related. That is where we are. This is not only
unique to Trinidad and Tobago. If you take a look and you see what is happening
in Barbados, and | read, according to the Barbados news site, thousands of
residents in the north, central and eastern parts of the island have been hit by water
outages and low pressures causing the—as a result of drought conditions. In the
case of Jamaica, they are not ruling out increasing water restrictions as the
worsening dry spell continues to take toll. If you look and you go forward you
would recognize that the same thing is happening in St. Kitts, the same thing is
happening in Belize; the same thing is happening in a number of the Caribbean
countries.

We are in a drought environment, and therefore, as a result of that, we do
have to manage and conserve our water. That is the facts. But | want to also
augment that with some other facts, and I also want to put on record this situation
that we are in has been exacerbated by the fact that our infrastructure that we have
inherited, while we got into this drought situation, plus the fact that there were
certain things that we should have been doing when we had $63 billion that we did
not do, that situation has resulted in us being where we are.

But let us go ahead and let me put the facts on the table; yes, we are in a
drought situation. We also have—and the drought situation is real. The truth of
the matter is our dams are about 20 per cent below the historic average, and also, |
would say, in one particular dam, in the Navet area, that particular dam is close to
30 per cent below the annual average. That is the reality. The reality of this, of
where we are, is, as | said before, the infrastructure of Trinidad and Tobago is a

challenging and weak infrastructure. We have 7,200 kilometres of pipe in this
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country and we all know we inherited a situation whereby almost 50 per cent of
those pipes in the country are beyond their age and are over 30, 40, 50 years old.
That is the reality of where we are. The reality of where we are from a storage
perspective, storage which is important in helping to manage; when you look at
international standards we are where we are because we are about 5 per cent of
where we should be with regard to storage in the country. International
recommended storage is about 440,000 gallons per capita and we are about 14.
That is where we are.

In Trinidad and Tobago | have heard a lot of people talk about what was the
level of how many people in the country are on schedule and how many people
have 24/7 water. Based on my records, coming out of WASA, in the dry season
more than 60 per cent of this country, in the dry season, they are on schedule.
Every single one of us understands that whether the schedule—and in the dry
season there are a number of people in south Trinidad, after all the promises that
were sent whereby people get water one day a week, two days a week, three days a
week, four days a week, that is our reality. That is our reality.

Now, | understand why the country is frustrated, and | would have been
myself, because, yes, there have been numerous promises, promises from previous
Governments, previous UNC incarnated Governments, going all the way back
where they talked about “water for all”, and where they talked about spending lots
of money to provide water for all. The end result is—I could tell you what | got
when | reached here in 2018, what | got is the facts that | am talking about, these

are the facts of our situation.

5.45 p.m.

We have a very porous infrastructure, and therefore, because we did not—
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we talked a lot. How long have we been talking in this country about metering?
Metering. Everybody says the problem is metering. The reality is, only 3 per cent
of the population, 3 per cent of households have meters and in spite of all that we
have talked about meters, that is the reality. Now for everybody to have meters, it
will cost as | said, an estimated, back of the hand calculation, of close to $1 billion,
which draws me to why we are here also.

Because why we are here, centres around the fact of, again, when you have a
lot what you do with it. You know, someone talked about—I heard and I read that
somebody had the gall to bring up, and say "Well, you know, if we had finished
the Beetham water project, we would have had 10 million gallons more of water."
Madam Speaker, let me give you a little fact about this Beetham project, right.

This Beetham project started in 2014. It started with a budget of expected to
be about approximately US $170 million, US $170 million. People got upfront
payments right, very unusual, very unusual when the project was ended, because of
the fact that the contractor could not move, the contractor was paid at that time,
over $130 million, over close to 70 per cent of the expected amount right, but less
than 30 per cent of the work was actually completed, right; those are the facts
about that particular project.

In addition to that, the project was so ill conceived at the time of that
particular project. There was no offtake contract, this was taking waste water,
treating waste water, getting it down into the industrial estate. There were no
contracts in place to take the water, no contracts in place and when we got

estimates to fix and to finish the project, you are talking about an estimate to finish
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the project to the tune of US $293 million. That is the kind of money that you are
talking. So yes, all of this to put 10 million gallons, if it could have, because we
did not even know whether the project was going to work or not, because there
were no contracts. You were going to spend close to US $400 million to put 10
million gallons of water more into the system. But | would show you when we
finish of where we want to go, where | will get that 10 million gallons into the
system, at a much different price, a fraction of that cost, and that is the difference
between management UNC style, versus management PNM style. [Desk thumping]

So, Madam Speaker, that is what when we talk about where we are and how
we got here, part of the reason why we are here, why the country is experiencing
this great impact, | agree, we have a dry period and it is bad, all right. But why we
are experiencing the kind of trauma about that dry period is because it caught us—
that period caught us in a position where we were not prepared because of the
infrastructure that we have. And when we had money to spend to fix that
infrastructure, we wasted the money. One billion dollars, one billion dollars of
taxpayers’ money down the drain, not one drop of water for it, right. That is the
legacy and that is the shame and that is the legacy of what it is that we inherited.

But, Madam Speaker, you know that is what it is, that is where we are and as
the Minister of Public Utilities, 1 am going about systematically to deal with the
issue and to deal with the problems that are before us.

What we have decided in light of what was happening, we immediately
moved, immediately moved to try to look at the ageing infrastructure and try to see

what we could do. And | am on record of always coming up and to some extent,
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not beating up, but speaking about the management of WASA and | agree that the
management of WASA is not perfect, not perfect, but I could tell you, we gave the
management of WASA a challenge over the last four months, four to five months
and we said to them “We want to get some of that leaks down”. And I am proud to
be able to report that WASA today in south Trinidad, now have leaks below 100
leaks in the whole of south. They started up at 600, close to 700 leaks and today
they are down below 100 leaks in south. [Desk thumping] That is performance, all
right. Leaks in north Trinidad started at a level of over 2,200 leaks and they are
now down to close to 1,000 leaks, right.

That is the reality of what—that is the performance that WASA is now
giving and | would dare say that we are doing this. We are—for the first time
WAGSA is able to bring that level of leaks down to this level using WASA staff. We
are not using contract labour, we are not using contract labour and outsourcing and
spending close to $250 million a year, to hire people to do the work that should be
done inside WASA. [Desk thumping] And therefore we are getting the work done.
Aye, is it perfect? No it is not perfect yet, it not perfect yet, right, but give “Jack he
jacket and give Jim he gym boots”. We are seeing performance in right direction
and therefore we moving towards and we have a lot more to go. But that is what
we have been doing.

We have also looked at and identified immediately a well development
programme at WASA because we recognized that we needed to improve the
amount of water that you are getting via the ground water system. Because, if you

operating in an environment with 60 per cent of your water being surface water
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and you are operating an environment where you have climate change, you have a
lot more things to come. So we have been working on well development and
enhancing and getting some new wells, all over the country: Arouca, Chatham,
Granville, Santa Cruz, Maraval. All over the country we have been refurbishing
wells and we have been drilling new wells.

In Tobago, we have right now seven new wells being drilled today. We are
drilling wells today because our goal is so that in Tobago we will get
self-sufficient.

So you are talking about performance, what it is we doing. What has been
happening in WASA? These are things are happening in WASA. We reactivated
close to 38 wells in WASA, again with a view of increasing the level of ground
production. We want to get ground water. We are—so when you ask what have
we been doing, those are the things that we have been doing. We have actually
gone and replaced over—we are replacing old pipelines, we have commissioned
boosters, we have refurbished the booster at Savonetta, we have refurbished the
booster at South Oropouche, we have put the whole line down, the new $75
million to get line down to the Mitsubishi plant down in south. We have completed
storage and reservoir facilities, recognizing as | said, one of the areas of neglect
was storage and therefore what we have been doing, we have increased storage in
Tucker Valley, Hololo, Four Roads and we have plans to increase storage capacity
throughout Trinidad and Tobago.

So, Madam Speaker, those are the things that are actually being completed,

as we attempt to deal—
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Madam Speaker: Minister of Public Utilities, your original speaking time is now
spent. You are entitled to 15 minutes more of extended time. You can avail
yourself if you wish.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Yes thank you, Madam Speaker. So let us then

talk about—so where do we want to go? What is really the vision? Where do we

want to go with regard to water? You know again, we continue to hear, | am not

going to—1 am telling you the amount that it will cost to talk about water for all,

this glitz statement of water for all. Madam Speaker, we are looking at

incrementally making everyone's life better, as it regards to water. When as the

Minister of Public Utilities, there are areas in this country, there is a standard that

we have set for ourselves, there is a standard set by the RIC, right, that in spite of

all that they have been saying about water for all, the RIC standard is that “Ay”, at

least make sure everybody in the country gets water three to four days a week.

That is the standard confirming that we so far away from this concept of water for

all.
And therefore, based on work that we have planned in the drilling of new

wells, we plans to drill a further 19 wells throughout the country. My plan is to
improve the production of water up to about 252 million gallons. That plan is the
same 10 million, because right now we produce in the wet season, approximately
242 million gallons. If I am able to move to up to 252 million gallons, we will
increase the production of water by 10 million gallons. And that money, the
amount of money that will cost me, to do that is under TT $200,000. Compare that
to the cost of 10 million under that waste water treatment, that under TT so that
comparing TT with TT. That would have cost TT $3 billion to get the 10
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million—10 to 12 million gallons more into the system. And | agree we need to
increase the production of water in certain key areas.

As | said my goal is by the end of 2020, with desilting of the dam, of
starting of process desilting of dam in Tobago, plus drilling of some new wells we
will be in a position, where Tobago should be water self-sufficient.

And as we go through different communities in Trinidad and Tobago, as we
drill new wells and we increase the booster station, we intend to—we have just
refurbished the key booster station, a lot of areas in south Trinidad in areas that
are predominately UNC areas as | have been hearing, | do not know what that
mean. Those areas, where I inherited them, “getting water” in some cases one or
two days a week, they will be getting water three to four days a week during the
wet season, that is PNM Government working for all of Trinidad and Tobago.
[Desk thumping]

So, when | hear people again—as | speaking let me just deal one time with
this point, about discrimination. You know, this Government and the PNM
Government that is something that is not part of us. That is not part of us. You
know we do not get ourselves involved in that. We work for people of Trinidad
and Tobago at all times. And | know every Member of Opposition could look at
me and they know that they have my number and they call, and they call me from
time to time and | answer my phone to get water for them. [Crosstalk] So you
know that Member for Tabaquite, Couva South, everyone call. Fyzabad, Caroni
East, Caroni Central, everyone could put up their hands. But, so this concept—so
we have to get away and move away from this concept of talking about
discrimination, because as leaders of this community, as leaders of Trinidad and

Tobago, when—Madam Speaker, some protection please.
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6.00 p.m.

Madam Speaker: Member for Couva South, | think the Member, the Minister of
Public Utilities meant you can call him outside of this Chamber. [Laughter]
Minister of Public Utilities.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte: Yes. Madam Speaker, so the reality of this
discrimination conversation, there is no truth to it. During the time, right now,
there are 89 million gallons of water a day that is going south, and approximately
90 million gallons of water coming north, that is how it is. The truth of the matter
Is, during this time we are operating with 210 million gallons of water; that is the
truth. We normally would get 240, we are down to 210, there is less water to go
around.

And, Madam Speaker, if we do not manage the water that we have, | could
open the tap and, again, this PNM Government whatever we do, we are
responsible, just like how we manage our finances in a responsible manner, and a
prudent manner, we have to manage this water that we have in a prudent manner as
well. [Desk thumping]

And therefore, it might be easy to turn on the tap and allow everyone to get
more water so as to satisfy short-term needs, but we have to allow so that to ensure
that come June and possibly July, we have to ensure that everyone will get some,
we have to do that; that is responsible management at work.

We have to make sure that all our schools could get water, we have to make
sure that all our hospitals could get water. That is what you do when you are in a
crisis and you are trying to manage it. And therefore, | want all of us to understand
and come together in working this situation, and not setting this type of “hypering”
the population, it is not good for us.

Madam Speaker, as | said before, our goal is to improve incrementally
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all the situations that people have with water going forward. Based on the plans
that we have in place, and | reiterate, the fixing of some of the leaks that are out
there and we are getting WASA working a little bit better, the idea of fixing some
of the challenging pipes. We have about 230 kilometres of pipe that are in urgent
need of repairs and we need to get to them. The drilling of new wells both in
Trinidad and Tobago to increase the production; the increase in the storage that we
have in the country, so as to better balance the flow of water. Right?

And finally, Madam Speaker, we are also working on increasing and
educating the public [Desk thumping] on our use of water because that is also part
of our reality. Part of our reality is that our consumption patterns are also too high
for those who have. Those who have water, they waste water and therefore, we are
doing that. So we are looking at the problem, Madam Speaker, we are looking at
the problem, it is a multifaceted approach to deal with the problem. The problem
IS not one answer, the problem is not to increase production, the problem is not to
increase storage, the problem is not to fix the leaks. The problem is not only
consumption, the problem is all of those problems that need to be dealt with in a
systematic way and in a pragmatic way and to deal with the problem.

And this PNM Government, this Minister of Public Utilities is attacking this
job in that type of pragmatic approach, so that at the end of the day—systematic,
pragmatic [Desk thumping] and dealing with the problems as they arise, not
running from them—

Mr. Deyalsingh: Not like “vaps”.

Sen. The Hon. R. Le Hunte:—not running from them at all, because | have said
what they are, but we are dealing with them so that the people of Trinidad and
Tobago come 2020 and going forward, 2021, 2022, when we continue to be

running the affairs of this country, that the water situation will improve year after
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year.

So, Madam Speaker, as | take my seat | want to thank you for the

opportunity for contributing in this House [Desk thumping] and for educating some
Members of my friends as to exactly how you go about managing a water crisis,
and also letting the general public hear once and for all the truth behind the water
situation in Trinidad and Tobago. | thank you very much. [Desk thumping]
Madam Speaker: Member for Caroni Central. [Desk thumping]
Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie (Caroni Central): Thank you very much, Madam
Speaker. The Minister of Public Utilities said that he was giving us a lesson, so |
will take it as a lesson received. So, Madam Speaker, you know, the Minister
talked about the fact that in the administration or the management of water he tried
to serve everybody and that is the way it should be.

You know, | do not know if we forget sometimes that this country is
1.4 million people, and that in Nigeria this is a village, in India this is a village, in
China this is a village. | do not know if people realize that the mayor of New York
is in charge of about eight million people, larger than the size of the population of
the entire Caribbean. And | wonder if sometimes we lose a sense of scale about
how you address the issues and challenges of a country such as this. | mean,
Singapore is a much smaller country than ours, and | do not want to go into any
explanation of how they did, | simply want to make the point of size, and that they
have done quite well over time. And it is about the same time between the time
that they started and the time that we started, if we chose that time to be around
Independence time.

Mauritius is a country a little larger than Singapore, but it is a small country
and it has done pretty well, and it is doing pretty well, | think they have less people

than we do, if I am not mistaken. | remember when | visited Singapore for the first
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time they had 2.2 million people, they have nearly seven million now.

And Bermuda, we forget is a Caribbean island, it is 22 square miles, it can
fit into Tobago five times, and yet it is a well-run, well-governed country, it is well
managed. | mean, if you go into Bermuda it looks like every blade of grass is
tended to, it looks like somebody gets up in the morning and looks after every
single bougainvillea tree that is planted all over the place.

So that, I mean, if you have a small country, it is reasonable to expect that
whoever is the government will manage that country for the time that they are
there and do the best that they can, and when another government comes in, they
will also add their value. And at the end of the day what you end up with is
progress, the people end up being better, larger numbers of people do a little better
than they were doing before, and so basically you create the conditions for
prosperity and for wealth, and for the management of the resources and the
distribution of its impact on the population.

The Minister of Public Utilities talked about the presentation by the Minister
of Finance talking about stability and bringing hope of prosperity because he
mentioned the word “prosperity” but, Madam Speaker, that is not true. | mean,
there is no feeling of prosperity in the present [Desk thumping] nor is there any
promise that is carried in the hearts of the vast majority of people that prosperity is
likely to come soon, it is just not there. And the stability that he talks about is
quite tenuous, Madam Speaker, and | will speak to some of those issues in a
minute or two, but | want address some of the words, some of the issues that the
Minister just raised because he spoke before me and it is reasonable to respond to
the speaker before you.

The Minister mentioned that there was no devaluation by this Government,

and that they could have gotten to that, but the talk of devaluation has heightened
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in the country. | think it became intense with the Article IV report, | would not
read it to take up time. When in that Article IV report last year, they mentioned, in
fact, that the price of the dollar was really too high to do the economic things that
one wanted to do; and what would be those economic things? It would be to
export more, it would be to import less, it would be to increase the productivity
that drove the exports and that drove the productive cycle of the population, and
many other things, but | mentioned those basic things because they are important.

And the Minister mentioned the issue of water. He spoke at length on that
because that is his portfolio, and | am sure that when my colleague from
Chaguanas East gets up to speak, he will speak about water at length—[Crosstalk]
Chaguanas West, sorry. He will speak at length, but I just want to say this about
water which is that, whatever the problems of leaks, the problems of management,
the problems of drought, et cetera, we have a basic problem, and | go back to this
issue that we have 1.4 million people and we are just 2,000 square miles.

We know that we have floods every year, every year it happens. Right?
Too much rain, we get floods; dry season comes, we have drought. Okay? So
obviously that problem presents a solution for us. And | would say that one of the
key issues would be the issue of water capture and once you capture the water,
then you could address the question of deployment and distribution. So without
going into any long treatise about this or articulating a point of view, which we
have strongly within the party, we have a plan for this, but | want to say that this
issue of water capture is at the heart of the solution of the problem. [Desk
thumping]

Now, he made some remarks also about people and responding to some of
the things that the Member for Oropouche East said. | will not say too much about

that, but I thought that the point the Member for Oropouche East was making was
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not that these people were involved or that there were all of these transactions, but
raising the question of whether all of these transactions done within a short space
of time involving one particular company, however strong it was, where it came
from, but new here in Trinidad and Tobago, had interfaced with a series of
state-owned enterprises [Desk thumping] in order to build up a substantial
portfolio.

| think that is the issue my colleague was raising, and whether that was done
properly. It may be that it was done properly and everything is above board. Fine.
But | do not think that there is any problem of raising the issue. It is legitimate to
raise the issue and to ask the questions, and | think the Minister cannot simply
come and say, “Well, you know, these are companies for a long time in Jamaica,
that these people are people of integrity and so on.” Okay, fine. But let us look at
the transactions and see what are the issues that are involved.
Hon. Member: And why.
Dr. B. Tewarie: And why. Of course. [Interruption] No. But you have made
those kinds of associations here before, and | think—you know, “doh” play holier
than thou now. “Allyuh come down here, allyuh come on the other side, allyuh
lick we up here, say all kinds of things; we cyah even respond.” We cannot even
respond in here—
Ms. Ramdial: Exactly.
Dr. B. Tewarie:—and we take it and we roll with it. But, Madam Speaker, I
started off by talking about a small country. | continued by giving some examples.
| also raised the issue of what was, in my view, the essential problem of water
management in the country which is water capture, and now | want to raise an
issue about the country itself which is that, here we are with a mid-term review.

We have had several budgets before, and this is now the three and half year mark
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of this particular Government. And the review at midterm of this 2019 budget has
been presented to us, and the real question with us is, you know: Why do we do a
budget? Why do we do the review?

And really the issue is for us, does the review or the budgets that we do
really stand up or face up to the challenges that we need to resolve in Trinidad and
Tobago? And | am beginning sometimes when | look at what has happened over
many years but certainly within the framework of this Government’s three and a
half years, that we are not at all addressing some of the issues that we have to
address, because, you know, we are facing a situation here starting with the energy
sector, Madam Speaker, which is a situation of real challenge for us.

The production of oil is at its lowest point that it has been since
Independence. It is down to 55,000 barrels, Madam Speaker, and | cannot agree
with the Minister of Finance that if that is the situation, it is okay. And when |
look at the fact that Petrotrin, the refinery has basically been closed down, and that
the debt is being refinanced, and that the total that that is likely to come up to is
about $1.4 billion or around there at a rate of approximately 9.5 per cent or higher,
all of this is in the public domain, and the Heritage Petroleum Company Limited
will have to find a means of financing this—

Dr. Gopeesingh: It is quoted in US.
Dr. B. Tewarie:—then—yeah, this is US money | am talking about, | cannot see
how the Heritage Petroleum Company Limited is going to get the financing or
whether it is going to have to borrow, again, in order to do some new drilling in
order to increase this 55,000 barrels.

So it may have to bring a joint venture partner or somebody who would put

the finance, or | do not know if it is going to take another loan in order to do it, but

| would say that the situation with oil is rather worrisome. And the Minister in his
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budget used $65 a barrel in order to deal with the budget. | cannot remember, I
know he raised the price of gas today. Did you raise the price of—
Hon. Member: Three dollars.
Dr. B. Tewarie: No. But the price of oil; did you raise it? Or did you keep it at
the same?
Mr. Imbert: | will talk to the Speaker. [Laughter]
Dr. B. Tewarie: | was asking him a question.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Members. Member for Caroni Central, you were giving
way to the Minister to respond? [Crosstalk]
Dr. B. Tewarie: If he would answer, | would give way, of course.
Mr. Imbert: No. No. No. Talk to the Speaker.
Dr. B. Tewarie: It is okay, Madam Speaker. It is okay, it does not matter because
whether he changes the price or not, | do not think it will materially affect what is
happening. The Government, of course, renegotiated the price. That is their sense
of humour, | take it at the level at which it is dispersed.

So the Government, through no less a person than the Prime Minister,
agreed to a higher gas price to the producers. The end result is that we have a
problem within the gas sector. The problem within the gas sector might be in part
that NGC is not able to take all of the gas from BP at this point at that price, that
we have some problems with the downstream sector who finds it difficult to pay
the price that they must now pay and therefore, we have a problem in the sector as
it is now for both NGC and the upstream; and there have been articles written
about that, I will not refer to them now. But it is clear to me, even without the
problem that broke two days ago, Madam Speaker, that the natural gas industry has
to be reconfigured somehow.

And | cannot take the position of the Minister that there is really nothing to
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worry about, and that they will take care of things as they go along. | would think
that that should give us some reason to focus and to think through things, and to
begin to take some action, thoughtful action as we go forward.

We have the recent issue with BPTT which, in fact, puts Atlantic LNG Train
1 in jeopardy. | did not say so, it is the reportage in the newspapers that said so
and it is BPTT who announced that they had a problem with these dry wells that
they expected to produce gas. But the Minister of Finance did not say anything
about it here today, although he promised to do so during the questions, he did not
say anything, and we are not supposed to worry about anything like that.

Hon. Member: He has amnesia, you know.

Dr. B. Tewarie: We—did you say anything about it today?

Hon. Member: Yes. He did.

Hon. Member: He did not answer the question.

Dr. B. Tewarie: He did not answer the questions that were put. He said he would
refer to them in his presentation, he never raised the matter in his presentation.
[Desk thumping] But a question put to him by one of my colleagues, the Member
for Naparima was, whether he knew on Friday that, in fact, these wells were dry;
and he chose not to answer that.

But | want to say, if he knew the wells were dry, then it was not right that he
would come here and not share that with the Parliament and therefore the country.
[Desk thumping] And if he did not know, then that raises another issue.

Why is it that the Minister of Finance would not know this, especially since
the representative for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West said that this matter
became a troubling matter in December 2018; they got their first signals then, and
that in Easter they also had more information about that. All of this time, some

Members of the Government knew. | would assume that the Minister of Finance
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and the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries would know, but none of that
information was shared with the population, two days before the mid-year review,
the thing broke clearly because of something that might have happened which
opened up the discussion.

| heard that it was a representative of Shell speaking at a public meeting of
people within their company, of stakeholders who mentioned that it might be a
problem, and then it went serially after that, and that is when BP had to make the
presentation. So, | would say whether the Minister of Finance didnot know, that is
a problem. And if he knew it is a problem, that he did not share that information
with the Parliament and the country.

Now, Madam Speaker, | would think that if we have—our energy situation
in a situation in which we are down to a production of 55,000 barrels, we now have
a loss of maybe 500 cubic feet per day of gas from these wells, and we now have—
did 1 say—500 million, sorry, cubic feet of gas per day from gas, and we now also
have a situation in which NGC is in some challenge and difficulty in the middle of
this new gas paradigm, | would think that we would have a little cause for worry.

And when you look at some of the measures of the last budget, the
Eximbank facility which did not have the impact that it was meant to have, | hear
the Minister say today that he is supportive of the initiative of the manufacturing
sector to double their exports, but the Eximbank facility | do not think has been—
there was $100 million, I do not think much of that has been used up or much
exports brought in through that particular measure. There were agricultural
incentives. | do not think we have seen the impact either in terms of exports or
reductions of imports. There were housing construction incentives. He mentioned
a few projects that they were going on here throughout the country, but I do not

think we have seen anything in terms of tangible achievement over the last few
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years.

Now, Madam Speaker, I think all of these things cause us to worry, and the
Leader of the Opposition when she was speaking she mentioned the game
changers. Again, those game changers, most of them have either been put to rest
or are in conditions of uncertainty, putting the country, again, in jeopardy because
If these were game changers, then something was meant to happen that was
dramatic, that was meaningful, it is not going to happen. In fact, the biggest game
changer—and now we are having the same kind of intervention that we had with
the statistics, you see?

In the issue of statistics it was to quarrel with which statistics are right; that
has been the approach of the Minister of Finance, and how his statistics were right,
and | am questioning other people and so on. Now with the wells the issue is not
four wells, it is one well, but, you see, that is not the issue. The issue is, are we
going to have a problem of having to deal with a policy decision about whether we
are going to service the LNG plant or whether we are going to go downstream.
And having taken a decision to raise the price of gas from the producers, how is
that going to impact on the competitiveness of the downstream sector; that is where
we are, Madam Speaker. [Desk thumping] Okay? So it is not about four wells or
two wells or one well, it does not matter. The point is, by how much gas are we
now deficient in terms of meeting our needs, and what are the policy decisions that
we have to make that can resolve this issue.

Because you see, part of the problem is that, all the gas that we now have,
Madam Speaker, is gas that was made possible by incentives given long before this
Government came into office, and they benefited from it. But that is why | was
saying at the beginning, in a small country, governments come, governments go.

You benefit from the good of the government before, you take the liabilities of the
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government before. That is the nature of the game. [Desk thumping] And they
benefited from the gas, they benefited from all the things.
6.30 p.m.

| came here on many occasions and | said the Government was not doing
anything for two years, and | said what the Minister of Finance was doing was
waiting for Juniper, which in fact turned out to be true. Juniper and TROC and
Macadamia and all of those you waited on, and they gained the benefit for it.
Nothing wrong with that. But this is going to be a game changer and will have
implications for policy if you do not have the gas that you had bargained for and
you have a significant shortfall and that you cannot supply the LNG train, the one
LNG train in which you have a direct interest through the NGC.

So, it has significant implications, Madam Speaker. And | think that what
the Minister of Finance should have done today, | do not know if he is going to do
it in his closing, is to give us some comfort about what is happening now, that the
Government is going to take some action in order to, to use his word, stabilize the
situation in the energy sector. Because you see, Madam Speaker, they have done
no negotiations having to do with new drilling in the economy. [Desk thumping]
Dr. Rowley: What? “You serious?”

Dr. B. Tewarie: They have not satisfied the requirements of negotiations for new
drilling in the economy, [Desk thumping] and the transfer pricing issue which is
very relevant to gas, to Atlantic LNG, we left a report in 2015 with this
Government which inherited the Government, and they laid the—I think they
brought the revised version into the Parliament, and in that particular document,
you know, there are recommendations. Well, first of all there is an analysis of
what are the challenges in transfer pricing, making it clear that Trinidad and

Tobago needs to find a way of doing better, and then they make recommendations
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by suggesting where are the more lucrative markets in the gas chain, and they
leaned towards the downstream sector taking the existing petrochemical sector to
show where the real benefits to the country are, and what are the trade-offs on each
one.

So those are things that need to be addressed, and | do not think that the
Minister of Finance gave us any comfort that they will be or are being addressed. |
do not know if they are going to be addressed. And at the end of the day, who is
the Government governing for? The Government is governing for the same 1.4
million people that | talked about. That is the primary public interest of the
Government, and the Government should take into account who they are governing
for and why are they managing the economy. To what end are they managing the
economy? They are managing the economy in order to create the conditions for
stability, for security, for prosperity. Those are the things that they want. So that
each individual, each family, each community, the society as a whole, citizen by
citizen but across the board can benefit, whether it is from education, job
opportunities, income, access to opportunities in business. That is what they are
governing for and that is what they are managing the economy for. And what
results are we seeking to achieve? Are we not seeking to achieve the best that we
can for the people whom we serve, that we are trying to seek the best that we can
for the people of Trinidad and Tobago?

So, Madam Speaker, | am concerned about where we are in the energy
sector. | am concerned [Desk thumping] about the issues that are coming up for
which we are having no meaningful responses from the Government and certainly
not the Minister of Finance, and all we have is a situation in which BP has made an
announcement, the Minister of Finance said the Minister of Energy and Energy

Industries will answer. He is not handling that issue. And the Minister of Energy
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and Energy Industries says it is a shareholder issue, but | want to say it is not.
Madam Speaker: Member for Caroni Central, your original 30 minutes are now
spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes to wrap up. You may proceed.
Dr. B. Tewarie: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. | want to say that this
not a shareholder issue in that sense. It may involve the shareholders, but the Prime
Minister is on record in talking to the energy conference when he had it, I think it
might have been a little over a year ago. He is saying that he told the energy
companies that the shareholders are the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and that he
told the chairman of BP—the President of BP that he has shareholders too and they
are the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.
Mrs. Robinson-Regis: That is in a different context.
Dr. B. Tewarie: So—it is the same context. The context here is the citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping] And I want to know in the resolution of
this challenge whether in fact the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago are going to be
taken into account? | understand that the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries
Is the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries, | understand that the Minister of
Energy and Energy Industries would say, “Look the shareholders have to resolve
some of these issues.” I understand the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries
also knows that NGC is now a shareholder in all of this and he recognizes the
difference of interest of all of these things—/[Interruption] and— There is a
difference between a shareholder and a stakeholder no?
Dr. Rowley: Both—{[lInaudible]
Dr. B. Tewarie: Yes. [Laughter]
Hon. Member: They do not know. They do not know.
Dr. B. Tewarie: So, he knows all of these things. But | want to say that the

shareholder, the proper shareholder of all of these things, [Interruption] the
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shareholder of all of these things is in fact the people of Trinidad and Tobago. And
we have a right to know what is the Government’s thinking, how are they going to
proceed and what are they likely to do to deal with these issues? [Desk thumping]

As | said before, the challenge for us ultimately, it may well be a serious
policy challenge in which we might have to make a hard decision on the policy
front, and the hard decision on the policy front is going to have an effect on one or
more of these shareholders that are involved, one or more of these interests that are
involved. | do not want to say more than that now, but it is an urgent matter in my
view. | do not think the matter can be postponed simply because the Minister of
Finance might take the view that this is not going to affect us directly in 2019
during the budgetary year, and as a result we have some time in order to do it. Itis
a legitimate position, but it is not a reason for postponing what has to be done.
And we may well be in a situation here that is much more problematic than we
think, having not just to do with the amount of gas that we might not be getting,
but something much bigger than that. | think the national interest therefore has to
be realistically addressed, and | think that the Government owes a duty to the
Parliament and to the citizenry, to let us know what their thinking is and how they
plan to proceed on this particular matter.

Now, there is more that | can say about that, but | would leave it for now. |
simply want to mention that the Minister did not, the Minister of Public Utilities
did mention the devaluation issue, and | do not want to deal with that, but | do
want to deal with the foreign exchange issue which is very real, and | want to say
the problem of the foreign exchange issue is not just the price of the dollar, it is the
scarcity and the access that people do not have. And it has a direct impact on
business, and although the Minister on another day, the Minister of Finance, on

another day, said that there is no problem, there is no capital flight, there is nothing
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like that, the reality on the ground, and anybody knows it, it was mentioned in the
report, in the Fitz—the research report that was done by Fitz Solution, it was
mentioned in that report that in fact a black market existed in the country which is
not the first time we heard that or read that. It was alluded to in the Article IV
Consultation report, and that the going price of the dollar was higher than the
actual official price of the dollar. And the importance of that is not the price of the
dollars, as | said, that is not an issue. | mean, Government could make a decision
on that with the Central Bank, they could work out their business, that is fine, but
the real issue in that is what it is doing to businesses here. My own feeling is that
what is happening to big businesses is that they feel it makes more sense to invest
outside, because they have too much hassle here with foreign exchange, and if they
could invest in St. Maarten or Dominican Republic or Jamaica and they have no
problem with foreign exchange, and they still have the Trinidad and Tobago
market if they want to sell here, then it makes no sense to invest here, so we are
losing investors.

If you have a retail store of any kind, or you have a manufacturing enterprise
in which foreign exchange is a critical factor and input, then you also have a
problem. There is a limit which you can buy as a retailer and there is a limit to
which you can make your inputs as a manufacturer if you need foreign exchange.
And some time ago the Minister of Finance came here and he talked about how
much money was going out with credit cards. It was not consumers using that, it
was small businesses, medium businesses, et cetera, using that because they could
not get the foreign exchange anywhere else.

So you have the problem of businesses being in a crunch, investment being
incentivized outside because of the crunch here, you also have the local businesses

getting into a kind of squeeze, and you have the ordinary citizen having the
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problem of going to the bank and being told that you could get $200, but you
cannot get more than that, or $100, or whatever it is, and therefore everybody is
stressed out by this. Of course, you can use your credit card if you go abroad, but
people like to have some cash in their hand, and this is a problem. So that
particular issue to do with the foreign exchange. The Minister said that, | think the
last time he said that, you know, that the unemployment—Dby the way, one of the
things he said, | think this is important, one of the things he said was that in a
single month | think he said, or for a six-month period, | cannot remember if he
said a six- or seven-month period there was only US $150,000 used, US $150
million used. But | want to take this foreign exchange annual data, 2018,
purchases of foreign currency from the Central Bank by all authorized dealers,
1.501, $1,501,000,000. Madam Speaker; 2017, $1,816,000,000; 2016; $1,811.6.
And when | said $1.6 billion depletion rate a year, which is about the average of
those, you know, he basically tried to ridicule my numbers and indicated that the
depletion rate was very, very small. And | have the monthly numbers here too.
The monthly numbers here:  August 2018, 150,000—150 million, sorry;
September 2018, 115; October 2018, 115; November 2018, 175; December 2018,
41; January 2019, 75; February 2019, 125; March 2019, 150; April 2019, 125. All
of them in millions, Madam Speaker.

So the monthly figures and the annual figures cited add up, and what they
show is a depletion rate of about 1.6 billion. If that number goes down, and |
would be happy if it went down if it went down in a context in which other things
were happening. But if you simply shrunk the amount of foreign exchange that
was taking place in the official market, and you had an expanding black market on
the outside, and a devalued rate, what do you think is going to happen, Madam
Speaker? The price, the higher price of the dollar which people are paying for is
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going to be translated into prices to the consumer no matter what it is that they
consume, because the devaluation is going to automatically be taken in into their
strategy for sales in the economy.

So, | do not wish to say much more. | simply want to say that we have a
problem in oil and gas that needs to be attended to. We have a pending crisis in the
gas sector that requires some resolutions and requires hard decisions about policy
going forward, that we must not postpone until it is too late. We need to have
some serious discussions with the stakeholders and the shareholders, it is true, but
we also have to bring the shareholders of the Government and State and people of
Trinidad and Tobago into the understanding of what is taking place in our country.
Because when there are good times in the country everybody benefits and
everybody is a shareholder and a stakeholder in that. And when there are bad
times in the country everybody is a stakeholder and a shareholder in that, and when
there is good fortune or bad it affects all of us psychologically. In a society that is
fairly uneven and in which there is no equality as such, you have equality of
opportunities for certain things, but there are great gaps, some people are able to
cushion that better than others.

And it is the role of Government—I said one time here that the role of
government changes depending on the context and it is the role of government to
make sure that all of these shareholders of Trinidad and Tobago, going back to the
small society, 1.4 million people, not only as big as a village in Nigeria or India or
China, we have to make sure that all of these people, citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago, are all right. And, Madam Speaker, | end my contribution. [Desk
thumping]

The Minister of Health (Hon. Terrence Deyalsingh): Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker, [Desk thumping] for the opportunity to contribute in this debate.
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Madam Speaker, there is so much to respond to from my colleagues opposite, but |
will resist the temptation at the start of my contribution to respond. | want to save
my time to tell the country what we are doing, what this Government is doing to
improve the health sector. [Desk thumping] It is only, Madam Speaker, if | have
time at the end | would respond to misinformation and so on.

Madam Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago on a per capita basis is probably the,
is the wealthiest country in the Caribbean. But | want to ask the population a
question: Are you satisfied overall, overall, with both the public and private health
care system and the quality of care both sectors have delivered over the years?
And the answer is no. Both public and private, and | would explain to you why.
The health care delivery model that has evolved in Trinidad and Tobago has
reached the stage where everybody in both the public sector and the private sector,
everybody there is comfortable. We have reached a point of equilibrium. We have
achieved a status quo where things are predictable, income streams are predictable,
people make money, we open this, we open that, we do this, we do that, and the
status quo is there. And when a status quo is there for too long no one wants to
upset it, in both the public sector and the private sector. We upset it in 2016 when
we dramatically reduced infant mortality rates and maternal mortality rates.
Innovative, ground breaking, transformative. But, have we integrated our health
care system to the point where we can say as the richest country in the Caribbean
on a per capita basis that people over the decades still have to fly to Miami, people
of means, or go to Cuba? Some may go for privacy reasons, and | could see with
that. But we have reached a point of stasis, and it is time we upset that status quo.

And, Madam Speaker, the bulk of my contribution today is how we are
going to use the Couva facility starting in July of 2019 to do just that. But before |

get to the Couva facility and its usage from July of 2019, with a new model of
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delivery for health care as a game changer, | want to put into context how Couva
will be integrated into the health care system as we bring new hospitals on board.
Madam Speaker, Point Fortin Hospital will be operationalized before the end of
calendar 2019, construction will finish by around July, then you have
commissioning, and it would start operations before the end of calendar 2019. You
would get an extra 61 beds there or so. The Arima Hospital, same time frame, end
of construction by July of 2019, then you do commissioning, operations begin
before the end of calendar 2019. San Fernando General Hospital, the roof on the
labour ward is complete, it is done, remedial electric works have been finished,
long-term electrical works to the value of $29 million over one to two years,
tenders should go out by June of this year. Expansion of the observation bay at
A&E, done, 14 new dialysis chairs and two isolation rooms, done; a new 180-
tonne chilled water system, done; a new lithotripter, done; and a new 64 slice CT
scanner to be installed by November 2019. All that will be done. Most of it done.
The St. James National Radiology Centre, $88 million is being spent on putting
down a new state-of-the-art linear accelerator to do radiation beam therapy there.

It would be the most advanced linear accelerator in the country, significantly
superior to any of the other three that exist in the private sector right now. Once
we finish with that by June of 2019 the St. James National Radiation Centre will be
delivering both oral therapy, chemotherapy, we have already instigated
brachytherapy, and then radiation treatment. Madam Speaker, the much talked
about Port of Spain central block, and | here | want to applaud the Prime Minister
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for taking it upon himself [ Desk thumping]
to advocate for a new central block when others failed, when others had no interest
in Port of Spain central block. And today, today, today at 9.30 there was a grand

signing ceremony between Shanghai Construction Group and UDeCoTT for the
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construction of a new central block, hopefully to start by around September 2019
or before. [Desk thumping] And that was in the face of our friends opposite who
sat on a seismic report which said, “Please replace central block.”
Hon. Member: Tell them why.
Hon. T. Deyalsingh: In times of plenty you did nothing. You ignored it. If that
thing had fallen down over 1,000 people would have perished. But you had no
care for the doctors, the nurses, the patients, or the visitors at central block. And
when that project is finished in about two to three years, you know who would
open that project in his second term as Prime Minister? Dr. The Hon. Keith
Christopher Rowley. [Desk thumping] | would stand with pride when | see that
plaque says, opened by Dr. Keith Christopher Rowley in his second term as Prime
Minister. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, the Sangre Grande Hospital, the contract between VAMED
and UDeCOTT was signed last week, construction will begin in this calendar year
sometime between the second and third quarters. Again, in his second term as
Prime Minister, the Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley will go up to Sangre Grande and open
that hospital, and that plague would bear the name of a PNM Prime Minister, Dr.
Keith Rowley; [Desk thumping] to be opened in this second term. Madam
Speaker, our public hospitals have a bed capacity of roughly 3,000. That is 3,000
free beds that people access on a daily basis free of charge. With Point Fortin
Hospital that would bring about 61 new beds, Arima 150 new beds, so by the end
of calendar 2019 you would have 211 new beds. When Port of Spain is built you
would have an additional 140 new beds. When you add up that capacity to the
3,000 you would get almost a 10 to 15 per cent increase in bed space available to
the people of Trinidad and Tobago free of charge. Free of charge. That is our total

bed capacity. So that is snapshot of our hospital construction project, a range of
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primary facilities. We have a health centre in Diego Martin, supposed to be
finished next year, we have the secondary hospitals coming on stream.

Madam Speaker, this brings me to the issue of what do we do with the
Couva hospital. By way of a short history, the Couva Hospital was opened on
August 14, 2015 and closed on the same day. Let the public digest that. Let the
public know that. There is a big plaque about 20 feet wide. This facility was
commissioned on the 14" of August 2015 by the hon. Kamla Persad-Bissessar. A
big plaque like the width of this whole front bench here. Big, massive. And the
facility was closed as soon as it was opened. It was done only for election
purposes. [Interruption] They had fireworks, they had this, they had that, they had
the other, and that was done while central block was not done. Your priorities
were skewed. Totally skewed. So, in coming into office we told the population
several things about Couva. When it was handed over to us, and it was a
construction site, and let the population understand this. It was a construction site
until June/July 2017. It was never meant to be opened in 2015. If you had put a
patient there whilst it was a construction site and something had happened a patient
you would have been liable for criminal liability, because it was a construction site.
Mr. Charles: To please you.

Hon. T. Deyalsingh: | am not speaking to Naparima. | am speaking to the
population through you, Madam Speaker. It was a construction site until June/July
2017. Madam Speaker, we have spent some time, yes, looking for a model to use
Couva to the benefit of the taxpayer of Trinidad and Tobago. And we are on the
public record as saying, we would start to use Couva in a phased basis before the
end of calendar 2019. It was asked of the hon. Prime Minister during Prime
Minister’s questions, and asked of myself, I think by Fyzabad—could have been—

during oral questions.
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7.00 p.m.

Madam Speaker, let me explain the rationale that this Government has

approved via Cabinet Note as to how we will use the Couva hospital as what we
call now a centre of excellence. The Couva hospital is to become a centre—
Madam Speaker: Somebody has an offending device? Could the person please
leave the Chamber and get it under control. Continue, Member for St. Joseph.
Hon. T. Deyalsingh: Thank you, Madam Speaker. As | was saying, we have spent
some time developing a model of health care delivery that is transformative, that is
revolutionary and that is cutting edge, that will breakup, that will upset the status
quo of health care delivery whether it is in the private sector or the public sector.

Madam Speaker, let me read into the record, if you would allow me, what a
centre of excellence is: “a centre of excellence is a programme within a health care
institution or system which is assemble to supply an exceptionally high
concentration of expertise and related resources centred on a particular area of
medicine and focus on that”. On a particular area of medicine. In other words, it is
not the status quo, it is not a general hospital like Point Fortin, San Fernando, Eric
Williams, Port of Spain, Arima, Grande. It is not a general hospital. It is to operate
within a particular area of medicine, delivering associated care in a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary fashion to afford the best patient outcomes possible.

Madam Speaker, our vision for Couva as we integrated into the national
health care system, is as the saying goes "a rising tide raises all boats". We will use
Couva as a centre of excellence to raise the standard in both the public sector and
the private sector. That is the vision. The Couva hospital is going to become a
referral hospital for tertiary and quaternary care in Trinidad and Tobago. Madam
Speaker, | need to explain the terms briefly. Everybody understands primary care,

point of first contact with a health system, secondary care for acute care you lie
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down on a bed in the hospital, secondary care. Tertiary care where you are under
the care of a consultant. Everybody is familiar with primary, secondary, tertiary,
but the average person in the street is not familiar with the term “quaternary care”,
and we do do some quaternary care medicine in Trinidad and Tobago.

Quaternary care has to do with a heavy research component, cutting edge
technology. Quaternary care goes beyond primary, secondary and tertiary,
encompasses things like organ transplant. So we do do some kidney transplants in
Trinidad and Tobago, and we have been talking for years about corneal transplants
in Trinidad and Tobago. And what have we done? Very little if anything about
corneal transplants. Why? Because we became stuck in the status quo, and you
have people going blind in Trinidad and Tobago who could benefit from corneal
transplants. So that is what the vision for Couva is going to be. It is not going to be
a status quo general hospital. It is going to be a centre of excellence dedicated to
groundbreaking research.

Mr. Hinds: Specialist development.

Hon. T. Deyalsingh: Specialist development and that is why the Prime Minister in
his wisdom suggested that the University of the West Indies be given a 51 per cent
share in this new vehicle, to bring in our students, our medical students into this
centre of excellence. Madam Speaker, what are the major health challenges facing
Trinidad and Tobago? Everyone knows it is non-communicable diseases. Trinidad
and Tobago is a hot spot, like the rest of the world, for non-communicable
diseases. Diabetes, rampant; hypertension, rampant; high cholesterol, rampant; and
then you have cancers rampant. But what are the organ systems in the body that are
most affected? Your kidneys, your eyes and your heart. Those are the three organ
systems and you walk into any of our hospitals and the private sector, everybody is

there, over 90 per cent of that is because of kidney failure, something to do with
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their eyes, or cardiac failure. Those are the three organ systems. So our response to
this, and has been, the status quo, treat after the fact. This Government took a bold
plan, a bold step to approve an NCD plan. What we wanted to do with Couva is
stop treating the three major problems in silos as we do now but use a continuum
of care under a centre of excellence which is Couva. It is grounded in
epidemiology, it is grounded in the fact that our country is reeling from NCDs.

Madam Speaker, to help finance Couva | want the population to understand
this, you will go to Couva via referrals from the RHAs approved by the Ministry of
Health, and instead of going to the private sector right now for ophthalmic
services, especially vitreoretinal services, which costs the Ministry of Health
$21 million that we pay to the private sector—that is what we pay to the private
sector because the status quo liked it like that. We are now going to set up in
Couva dedicated VR services, and all our patients from the public sector will go to
Couva for their VR surgery. It is more than going there for surgery, eye disease in
Trinidad, retinal bleeding, everything to do with the eye is a huge problem because
of diabetes, hypertension. The centre of excellence there now, will not only
provide treatment but because of the association with the University of the West
Indies, the medical students at UWI in the DM programme for ophthalmology
could now get proper training in a centre of excellence. So that we are merging the
teaching component with the treatment component under one roof as a centre of
excellence.

Orthopaedics: we currently spend about $4 million outsourcing
orthopaedics surgeries to the private sector. We are going to stop that and we will
send those patients to Couva where they could receive their orthopaedics surgeries,
and the University of the West Indies, UWI Medical Sciences Complex, they can

send their doctor of medicine candidates in orthopaedics to Couva to train in a
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state-of-the-art facility. That is the vision and | want the population to understand
that.

Interventional cardiology and cardiovascular surgery: Madam Speaker, we
spend and send to the private sector $54 million worth of business every year to the
private sector, and that is the status quo that they like. That status quo is going to
be upset. Everybody gets comfortable because your income stream is guaranteed,
but has the quality of medicine increase significantly, and the answer is no,
absolutely no. We are going to set up that. To that end, we will be setting up a
catheterization lab in Couva. The Couva hospital was not built with a cath lab. We
are going to put a cath lab there, so the students at UWI can study interventional
cardiology at Couva. There will be cardiac surgery, | am coming to all that.

Neurosurgery and vascular coiling, as a former Minister of Health,
Barataria/San Juan knows you cannot do enough for that in the public sector. You
always get a call 11 o'clock in the night, please approve $250,000 to go to a private
hospital to do vascular coiling. Correct? That is—yes, St. Augustine looking
amazed. Any Minister of Health, any chairman of an RHA would know, you get a
call 11 o'clock in the night, Minister you need to approve a quarter of a million
dollars now because if you do not approve it now, the aneurysm will burst and the
patient will die and you have to wake up the CMO, you have to wake up the PS,
approve a quarter of a million dollars now, now, because if you do not that
person’s aneurysm in his brain will burst and he will die. And you could never do
enough in the public sector, you always have to go in a rush to a private—and my
friend from Fyzabad is laughing. You always have to go to a private thing and they
are only too glad to take your business. We are going to put a gradual end to that.

Dialysis: Madam Speaker, when we started the dialysis programme in 2005,

there were 11 patients on dialysis and the country was spending $1.5 million. Let
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those figures sink in. In 2005 started with the 11 patients at $1.5 million. You
know what the figures are today? In 2018 it has moved from 11 patients to 1,317
patients, and every year it goes up. Because why? The status quo keeps it like that.
And from an annual expenditure of $1.5 million we now spend $78 million in the
private sector for dialysis. But you know what the tragedy of our dialysis
programme is? We do dialysis, we do some kidney transplants, but you know we
have never had a programme of renal care in Trinidad and Tobago, total renal care
which is much more than the silo approach to dialysis, the silo approach to kidney
transplants. That is going to stop with Couva—T/Interruption}—and hypertension.
Dr. Gopeesingh: Will you give way?
Hon. T. Deyalsingh: Sure.
Dr. Gopeesingh: Do you care to comment then on the micro of the two dialysis
centres, which is supposed to be one in north, one in south for 200. What will
happen to those in that context?
Hon. T. Deyalsingh: Sure. That has gone for arbitration. So Madam Speaker,
ophthalmology again, retinal bleeding, diabetes, VR surgery, cataracts. 2015, in the
public sector we did 2,848 cataract surgeries. | went on a cataract drive. 2018, we
did 4,009, a 40 per cent increase. Corneal transplant: that is a quaternary service.
Madam Speaker, we are going to localize, in Couva, targeting the three main organ
systems in the body that manifest themselves with disease because of our
uncontrolled NCD problem; kidneys, heart and eyes in the first instance.
7.15 p.m.

What would be the benefits of this type of approach? The benefits will be
for the first time in this part of the Caribbean, we will turn Couva Hospital into a
full dedicated teaching hospital. [Desk thumping] Not the status quo of bringing it

into the realm of a regular general hospital. And | hope | do not get opposition for

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) 0 2019.05.13
Hon. T. Deyalsingh (cont’d)

opposition sake on this from my friends opposite. What are going to be the
benefits to students? The University of the West Indies currently runs 11 DM
programmes. For members of the public, a DM programme is a postgraduate
qualification where somebody goes to specialize. So you have doctor of medicine,
in general internal medicine, paediatrics, psychiatry, radiology, clinical
psychology, anaesthetics, obstetrics and gynaecology, ophthalmology,
orthopaedics, surgery, urology and graduate services in emergency medicine.

So students at UWI, on these three major organ bodies, plus orthopaedics,
can get world class teaching in a centre dedicated to that. They will be engaged in
scholarly endeavour. Who can argue with that? No one. It will support UWI’s
DM programme. Who can argue with that? No one. It will provide for the first
time in this country teaching in quaternary services. No one can argue with that,
because we have some of the best doctors but they need more exposure to higher-
end medicine.

One of the things I am challenging Couva to do is to get involved in stem
cell research. Because you see, Madam Speaker, the dialysis figures | gave you
from 11 to 1,317 if we do not find new ways of treating with end stage renal
failure, we will have to end up dialyzing 2,000 people by the end of 2019. And
there are new techniques for dealing with end stage renal disease. We must get on
board with these new teachings and these new learnings that other people do. That
Is why Couva, as we envision it, is going to be a game changer and it will be
engaged now in next generation learning. Let us upset the apple cart at UWI in the
way we train our doctors; upset it, break up the status quo; that is what Couva will
do. What are the benefits to patients? Significant benefits. They will now benefit
from research. We do not do enough research in medicine in Trinidad and Tobago.

What we do is treat.
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Madam Speaker: Member for St. Joseph, your original speaking time is now
spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes to wind up your contribution.

Hon. T. Deyalsingh: Thank you very much.

Madam Speaker: You may proceed.

Hon. T. Deyalsingh: So research, increase trained and specialist services and
unigue quaternary care. So, Madam Speaker, what is the roll-out plan for Couva?
We are on the public record as saying, it would be operationalized on a phased
basis before the end of calendar 2019. We have moved that up six months.
Starting in July 2019 we will be stocking the pharmacy with the full suite of CDAP
medication, so anybody, any member of the public can go to the Couva Hospital
pharmacy and fill your CDAP prescriptions, open to the public. [Desk thumping]

In July 2019 we start phase 1 of the commissioning, where all diagnostic
Imaging on a referral basis from the RHAs will begin. We are going to do that.
Whilst we are doing that, we will develop the plan to implement by January 2020
for the introduction of inpatient clinical services building on phase 1. Concurrently
a development of a revised functional plan, inclusive of medical tourism, targeting
in the first instance the Caricom market and the area we are targeting first of all is
orthopaedics.

Madam Speaker, if | tell you the amount of business India and Eastern
Europe are doing with medical tourism for joints, from countries like the United
States, England, Canada, where the costs are prohibitive or where people do not
have insurance. We want a piece of that pie in Trinidad and Tobago, because not
many of our Caricom neighbours have even tertiary hospitals. So the medical
tourism component is going to be built in.

Commencement of teaching: The University of the West Indies will start

teaching, especially for the DM programme in radiology, because the first thing we
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are starting off is our diagnostic imaging services. That teaching will start in
September of 2019 to coincide with the new university school year. We cannot
argue with that. There has to be some re-purposing and new equipment to be
bought. For example, Couva never had VR laser surgery equipment, we are going
to be purchasing those for it to become a centre of excellence for ophthalmology.

Dialysis machines: because what we are going to do eventually is move
kidney transplant services from Eric Williams to Couva. So under one roof, under
one roof we will finally come up in this country with a national plan on dialysis
[Desk thumping] based on data and based on evidence and a national plan on renal
care. Renal care is more than dialysis. Renal care is more than kidney transplant.
It is the whole kidney health. You hear people talking about being half healthy,
same thing with renal health. Your kidneys have to be healthy to stop you from
developing end stage renal disease, especially in a population that is genetically
and culturally prone to hypertension. This is going to be a game changer.

So Couva is not a general hospital. We are focusing on clear, clear organ
systems; the kidneys, the heart, the eye and orthopaedics to some extent. This is
the plan. We will have to do under the centre of excellence finally a national
research centre in collaboration with the University of the West Indies. We always
hear we do not do research in Trinidad and Tobago, and it is true.

Dr. Gopeesingh: We do research in medicine all the time.

Hon. T. Deyalsingh: But has the research redounded to the benefit of people?
Right? Not really. And all the strategic facilities to advance tertiary and
quaternary care under one roof will be at Couva with patients being referred there
by the RHAs and instead of us paying the private sector, we will now pay that
company.

Data: creation of registries to enable the making of evidence-based
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decisions on national policies of care. We need to have an eye policy, a national
eye policy. We need one. When you go to the eye clinics in Trinidad and Tobago
it pains me to see the model of eye care health services we have been delivering for
decades. It is an anachronistic, it is caveman like, it is just not good enough. And
this centre of excellence for ophthalmology as it will do for renal care, for cardiac
care is to drive policies so that the satellite hospitals and clinics could start to
follow.

Madam Speaker, what a centre of excellence will do again is to harness our
limited resources and doing all of this. We have to ribbon all of this, we have to
wrap all of this around with technology. You cannot leave out technology in this
vision we have for Couva. To that end we have been dealing with PAHO with
some assessment workshops for technology.

So, Madam Speaker, the Couva facility will become a tertiary and
quaternary care referral hospital. As that facility builds its brand, it will have to
build relationships locally, regionally and internationally, and we are in talks with
two universities to provide consultancy services especially for quaternary care. All
of these stakeholder involvements will be central to the growth strategy of the
Couva facility. Links will be built with insurance companies; that is an important
stakeholder in this. Never before thought about.

Madam Speaker, that is this Government’s vision for Couva. [Desk
thumping] That is the vision we have come up with for Couva that you would start
to see reveal before your eyes in July 2019. A facility dedicated to scholarly
endeavour; a facility dedicated at last, at last, Madam Speaker, to lifting the
practice of medicine out of its comfort zone. And as the old saying goes in a song
I know long ago, “We built this city”, well, the PNM built this country. [Desk
thumping] The PNM will continue to build this country from 2019 into the future
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because the PNM is the future and Dr. Keith Christopher Rowley is the future.
Madam Speaker, that is what we are doing for Couva. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, | thank you for the opportunity. Thank you very much.

[Desk thumping]
Dr. Fuad Khan (Barataria/San Juan): [Desk thumping] Madam Speaker, | want
to thank you for recognizing me and | want to start by saying, Madam Speaker, it
would have appeared quite succinctly that the Prime Minister has read my budget
speeches from 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. [Desk thumping] You see, Madam
Speaker, after listening to hon. Minister of Health speaking, in 2015 budget
contribution, | started the contribution by saying that the Couva children hospital
was going to be centre of excellence, [Desk thumping] to be opened on a phased
basis. And if you check the record, Madam Speaker, you see it is being done since
in 2015, °16, ’17 and *18. When the Minister of Health was speaking about Couva
as a construction site and as this site and a medical tourism site and all these
shenanigans about public/private partnership and about—you name it. | kept
saying that is not the way to go. You have to go on a phased basis with specialized
services, a centre of excellence and even tertiary level model.

Now, | have absolutely—I am not even going to say anything negative about
that, Madam Speaker, because it is our plan. [Desk thumping and laughter] You
cannot say anything negative about your own plan. You see, [Crosstalk] Madam
Speaker, | want the press to look into my budget speeches for the last four years
and refute it. Now, Madam Speaker, part of it, it sounded good about a tertiary
level centre, yes; it sounded good about a renal care centre, yes; it sounded good
about bringing renal care transplant services, eye services into one roof, it sounds
nice. But, Madam Speaker, | heard nothing about specialized services for children.

[Desk thumping] Nothing. The Couva hospital was designed as a hospital, a centre
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of excellence, Madam Speaker, for specialized children care; paediatric
specialization. Now, people may say you have the Wendy Fitzwilliam, et cetera,
but you also have Mount Hope for all these things that he is saying that is not
working under UWI right now.

Madam Speaker, paediatric rheumatology, we need it in this country;
paediatric haematology, we need it in this country; [Desk thumping] paediatric
cardiology, we need it in this country; paediatric renal problems, we need it in
country; paediatric ophthalmology, not done here, Madam Speaker. Paediatric
hearing, | mean, as they say, otolaryngology, not done.

| will tell you something, Madam Speaker, on that point | want to digress a
little bit. Children, neonates who are less than three months old, let us suppose six
weeks old, we cannot determine the hearing in those children who have hearing
loss. When | was Minister | was doing something with Cuba, where we could
bring in investigative equipment to test neonatal hearing loss. Couva hospital was
going to be the centre for that. You see, Madam Speaker, if you cannot hear as a
neonate, six weeks, your milestones of development do not occur. You do not
hear, you cannot link with your mother, you cannot hear the sounds around you
and you continue like this right through until you reach about three to four years.
When somebody say, when you would find that the children—they hard of
hearing, they are not listening, they are not speaking.

Couva hospital was one of the designed hospitals for paediatric
otolaryngology, cochlear implants and that type of surgery. [Desk thumping] An
assessment of paediatric hearing loss at a neonatal stage. Nothing is heard about
that. All we are hearing, Madam Speaker, is how Couva hospital is going to be a
hospital, a centre of excellence to take care of adult people who are abusing food,

abusing everything, becoming obese, diabetic, hypertensive and ending up with
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complications of their indulgences as they grow older.

And the Minister of Health is saying that we are now going to take care of
their eyes. Diabetic retinopathy, yes, you have to. You must do vitreoretinal
surgery, because you spent so much money on it. But, Madam Speaker, had the
Minister followed the plan that | had, where we were going to have a national eye
centre, same place as Couva hospital, where we were doing in San Fernando
General Hospital the National Eye Programme, where we had a pilot study with
John Hopkins, where we were looking at the retinopathies that occurred in diabetes
because we have a very high population of diabetes.

That was the pilot study and we came to the conclusion that we needed a
national eye centre here. Because of the high diabetic population we were linking
with the Mauritius model with professor—I think it was Oliver from London
where he was putting a programme together, Madam Speaker, that was going to be
housed in the Couva area hospital where you would have what they called digital
retinoscopy being done by A level graduates who were trained as well as people
who were opticians.

We have an optical course where a lot of graduates are coming out with no
jobs. We were going to use them in the digital retinoscopy unit and Mauritius has
been successful with that programme of dropping the retinoscopy from 100 per
cent to 10 per cent; a 90 per cent reduction rate, where we were going to house
lasers for ophthalmology, to take care of the retinoscopy that we find on screening.
We are not going to wait until you are at an end stage of diabetic retinoscopy to
give you VR surgery, Madam Speaker. Because we had also recognized that VR
surgery was being overdone in this country.

So, Madam Speaker, to hear that we are going to use Couva as a centre of

excellence, yes it was going to be a centre of excellence, but a centre of excellence
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to take care of our paediatric population. [Desk thumping] Right now, Madam
Speaker, you have ophthalmology units in Eric Williams, you have them in Port of
Spain, you have them in San Fernando, you have a fantastic one in Sangre Grande
doing good work, where all the DM students are being trained in UWI, they are
being trained as we speak and they are getting whatever training that they can get.
Just moving that system into Couva, it is just taking it from this position and
putting it in another institution. It is being done already.

So when you do that, Madam Speaker, you are not doing anything different,
you are not creating a different mode, an innovative thing, you are just moving it
from one area and putting it in another area, [Desk thumping] and you say okay, |
am going to make that into a centre of excellence. It is occurring already
throughout the system. Neurosurgery is occurring throughout the system; cardiac
surgery is occurring in Eric Williams and UWI is responsible for quite a lot of it.
In fact, the consultants of UWI; there are two consultants of the University of the
West Indies designated to teach students, and there are six or seven consultants
who are not UWI based, who do not train students. Minister, if you really want to
do something make all the consultants, UWI consultants, all of them under RHA
with a stipend for UWI and let everybody teach the students. [Desk thumping] Not
just take them and carry them to Couva hospital with this thing about a centre for
excellence.

Madam Speaker, yes, it was a centre of excellence, but it was a centre of
excellence also for a burns unit, because we are next to Point Lisas. Nothing said
about a burns unit. [Desk thumping] We are talking about cardiac surgery which is
being done throughout a whole system. And, Madam Speaker, if you look at the
PAHO report, | was there with—I think Dr. Rojas, when | was there, and we had a

conversation about public and private sector and what Dr. Rojas had said, in
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PAHO, is that the private sector is to take the steam off the public sector. You
remove the steam that is blowing up in the private sector and once—Madam
Speaker, the long arm of government, | will tell you, will be a problem. | had a
problem to do cardiac surgery in Eric Williams. | set the two cath labs up, | set
everything up, ready to work now, we had to have the disposables. The balloon
dilators, the stems, et cetera, and guess what, Madam Speaker? You had to go
through a procurement process that almost killed you to get a balloon dilator, and
the patient waited and waited and waited, because of the system of procurement in
our country, lends itself to a sort of a long-term approach to getting even a light
bulb.

Madam Speaker, if that is not changed in this country and using the same
procurement process, Couva will fail. And you are going to talk nice and wherever
the long arm of the government occurs, and the long arm of a government grabs at
something, it does not work well, unless there are changes made throughout the
system. You cannot just come here and say that you are going to do kidney
transplant, we are going to do renal dialysis, yes, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, | participated in about 50 renal transplants in the old days.
We had our whole renal unit in Eric Williams which was disbanded under the
Minister of Diego Martin North/East when he became Minister of Health.
[Crosstalk] You were the Minister there. And, Madam Speaker, we had a unit in
Mount Hope, kidney transplant, renal dialysis and a whole system involved. UWI
Is responsible for that right now. It is called the National Organ Transplant Unit,
NOTU. It was run by Dr. Lesley Roberts who was a nephrologist. Dr. Poon King
got frustrated, Richard Poon King, and left because the system was not—he is a
person who loved academics. Most of the academics, Madam Speaker, left and
UWI is in charge of that area. What makes it different that they are going to
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transfer something of excellence to a new building?

Madam Speaker, what | learnt when | was in London, the buildings look old,
they look old, inside there is new stuff. But when you go inside there the people
function, the system functions. | went to John Hopkins. When you go to John
Hopkins and you go into the building the edifices are old, but guess what, they run
inside, they work inside. There is an accreditation, so | come to accreditation now,
Madam Speaker.

JCI: the JCI accreditation system, United States and there are other
accreditation systems, | cannot remember them offhand, | had them on the tip of
my fingers when | was Minister. How are you going to do medical tourism in a
centre of excellence when you do not have any accreditations? [Desk thumping]
How? UWI right now is not accredited—the programmes are not accredited by the
JCI, et cetera. So you are having all these things going on, Madam Speaker, but
the accreditation system in our country is lacking. We were working towards
accreditation and when we did Couva hospital, Point Fortin Hospital and Arima
Hospital, they were all done according to accreditation standards, so we could have
now applied for the programmes to be accredited. Port of Spain is not accredited,
San Fernando is not accredited, Sangre Grande is not accredited, so you have no
accreditation. But yet you come inside of here and you are talking about medical
tourism and about cardiac surgery—you know what | realize, Madam Speaker, we
are in an election year. We are in an election year.

PROCEDURAL MOTION
The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Madam Speaker on that note—[Crosstalk] “aaah”. Madam Speaker, in accordance
with Standing Order 15(5), | beg to move that this House do sit until the

conclusion of the matter before it on that note.
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Question put and agreed to.

STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
(ADOPTION)

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | was on the point of
accreditation and we are in an election year. Madam Speaker, in an election year
the population are the ones who are the judge and jury of what is going to occur.
And what is sold to them is what they usually buy. And at the end of the day
whatever they buy determines exactly who sits on the other side, who sits on this
side. | think the Minister of Health means well, however, had he looked at the
whole picture that was being done in the Ministry, rather than just trying to find a
reason to open Couva to say that | opened Couva.

We started off with the phasic approach, Madam Speaker, but Mr. Minister
the phasic approach is not to open it for CDAP, that makes no sense. [Desk
thumping] You have pharmacies all over the country for CDAP. You are going to
boast that you are opening a Couva hospital to start off with CDAP? That is an
insult to us. [Desk thumping] Madam Speaker, every single pharmacy in this
country sells CDAP. So you are going to open—well, give CDAP—Madam
Speaker, every single pharmacy in this country is a CDAP producing item. And
the thing about it, it is not being organized properly. People go in day in day out
and get CDAP drugs as willy-nilly, Madam Speaker. There is no system of
accountability with this CDAP and you are going to put that in Couva hospital as
your flagship opening.

Madam Speaker, can | ask the Minister through you, if you want to open and
make a real good approach to open Couva hospital, start with your CT scan, your
MRIs, your ultrasound [Desk thumping] and your radiology. Start with that.

Mr. Deyalsingh: Would you give way?
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Dr. F. Khan: Yes.
Mr. Deyalsingh: Member, | clearly said that in July we are starting with
radiological services. | clearly said that. Clearly. [Crosstalk]
Dr. F. Khan: Madam Speaker, | recall that he said he is starting with CDAP
drugs. [Laughter]
Hon. Member: True.
Dr. F. Khan: That is what struck me in my brain. But Minister, if you said that,
because you see, Madam Speaker, | took pains in the last four years of saying start
with the radiology and | am glad if you are doing it. You see, Madam Speaker,
after radiology, paediatric system, Minister, | know your Government is on record
as saying that the paediatric system is being done at Wendy Fitzwilliam. Madam
Speaker, that is furthest from the truth. 1 deal with paediatric neurology and |
know that there is a significant backlog.
7.45 p.m.

| know that there are no paediatric endoscopy units, gastroenterology
endoscopy, and | could go down the whole specialization, but just, in a nutshell,
that the system of paediatric specialization which we had in mind for Couva, it was
going to be a dedicated hospital for paediatric problems, paediatric emergencies
and also paediatric investigation, together with the burns unit. You see, Madam
Speaker, we were going to bring specialists from abroad through to Royal College
of Surgeons, [Desk thumping] the Royal Society of Medicine and the different
bodies where there are retired specialists who go, like say Doctors Without
Borders, and there are a whole host of these organizations that we could tap into
and we can get specialists to come to Trinidad for just a matter of an airfare and
room and board.

And this is what Couva was supposed to be doing with the paediatric
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system. And they will come here and train specialists. Now, we are doing the
training component through UWI but we need to up our game, Madam Speaker,
because the world is becoming a global village. And digital technology, somebody
could be in France and operating in Trinidad. The digital technology of distance
telemedicine operation is happening. So we were hoping that Couva hospital was
going to be the first digital hospital of the Caribbean. Nothing, we are hearing
about digitalization anymore. All we are going back—is taking things from San
Fernando, from Mount Hope, from Grande, from Port of Spain and bringing it into
one unit in Couva. You see, Madam Speaker, you really and truly are not going to
be innovative when you do that. You are really just going to put everything in one
space. It is like having all your children outside the house and you are bringing
them into one house, Madam Speaker. [Laughter] Same children.

Hon. Member: Same parents.

Hon. Member: That might be difficult.

Dr. F. Khan: No, same children, Madam Speaker. | am so glad when | speak to
the good-looking Speaker. | have to ignore all of them, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Hinds: What? What?

Dr. F. Khan: You see, Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker: You leave me out of this, please.

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: Thank you.

Dr. F. Khan: It is so nice to ignore them sometimes, Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, | want to turn to the central block. | want to turn to that a little bit.
Madam Speaker, the central block of Port of Spain Hospital was touted to—would
have been destroyed if an earthquake hit this country. You have a PAHO study

that said that it was seismically unsafe, but we needed further checks. We checked
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with the University of the West Indies who did not give us a conclusion. Aaron
Bush came with another programme of putting two blocks alongside the central
block to hold it in place, and he is now one who is advocating that it is not good.

Madam Speaker, the Port of Spain central block has been there for a very

long time and it has a little deterioration, and whatever it is. And we walked
through it. We looked at it and we decided to have another seismic opinion.
Madam Speaker: Sorry to interrupt you. It is just to draw to the attention of the
Whip, Standing Order 53(1)(d). Okay? You have done it three times so | guess
you are not familiar with it. Barataria/San Juan.
Dr. F. Khan: Yes, Madam Speaker. We went for another opinion with the
University of the West Indies and that was inconclusive. Central block has
withstood the test of time. It has withstood earthquakes, but there are areas of the
central block that has—[Interruption] Madam Speaker, central block is newer than
the Port of Spain Hospital’s front part, which is about 100-and-something years
old. So when somebody could utter such foolishness from the other side and |
happen to catch it, | cannot believe that that is what is ministerial material.

Madam Speaker, | want to come to something. You see, this document
where the Prime Minister signed today, | had it here. He signed today—and he
signed for Shanghai Corporation—

Dr. Rowley: Madam Speaker, may 1?

Dr. F. Khan: Sure.

Dr. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | signed nothing today. | took part in a ceremony.
My signature is not on any document. Please.

Dr. F. Khan: My apologies, Madam Speaker. Not you. A signature was done
today [Crosstalk] somewhere, some signing was taking place for the central block

and Shanghai Corporation. You see, Madam Speaker, we are going from a 400-bed
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central block to a 540-bed central block, which is 140 beds extra. Now, | heard
nothing about a new MRI, nothing about a new CT Scan. Now, Port of Spain does
not have an MRI, eh, no CT Scan, no ultrasound, no burns unit, no operating
theatres, no neonatal intensive care unit, no paediatric wards, nothing, Madam
Speaker. | just heard that 140 extra beds will be given to the central block by
Shanghai for $1.1—

Mr. Deyalsingh: Would you give way?

Dr. F. Khan: | am not giving way. Madam Speaker, $1.1 billion for 140 beds,
because we have 400 already. So to go to 540, you are spending $1.1 billion with
no other parts. And | want to come to something else. This was Saturday the 25%
of August, 2018, when everybody was so worried. The whole of Trinidad
“shaked” the week before.

Hon. Member: “Shaked”?

Dr. F. Khan: Shook, shook, shook. Now you see, Madam Speaker, | will tell you
something. When “dey cyar get you on facts dey does look on personality and
English. Dah is what dey trying tuh do, yuh know.” That is what they do, Madam
Speaker. When “dey cyar” get you on facts—[Crosstalk] When they cannot get
you on facts, “dey does try to take yuh English language apart; dey try tuh take
yuh”, all kinds of—even your personality apart. They try all “kinda thing”. But
Madam Speaker, through you, | will keep the high ground. I will not descend into
the abyss.

Madam Speaker, Newsday, Saturday the 25", August, 2018, right after the
earthquake, a 6.9 magnitude earthquake shook this whole country, broke a set of
buildings all over the place, and the central block stood up. Stood up, Madam
Speaker. “Watch meh.”

“Hospital Confusion”—Newsday.
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“The colonial-era edifice of the Port of Spain General Hospital withstood
Tuesday’s 6.9 tremor, but the earthquake still triggered a most confusing situation.
Patients from two floors of the hospital’s central block were decanted on
Wednesday ‘out of an abundance of caution...’”
Earthquake done, eh.

“...though there was no visible structural damage.”
They were moved.
“UDeCott chairman Noel Garcia said a report by structural engineers at the site on
Wednesday found only superficial damage. He said there was no reason why the
building could not be used.”
Madam Speaker, this is the chairman of UDeCOTT telling them that, but for some
strange reason, Madam Speaker, decanting “take” place? All kinds of 500 beds
disappeared from the hospital system and at the end of the day, 400 beds gone. Port
of Spain had 100 beds. You also blocked up Mount Hope because they had to
transport the patients somewhere. San Fernando could not take anymore. And, you
know something, Madam Speaker? Reading something else:
Because of the overcrowding from that, surgeries had to be cancelled in San
Fernando; surgeries had to be cancelled—
Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Would the Member just give way for one minute? Can
you say where you are quoting from? | did not hear what you said previously.
Dr. F. Khan: Newsday, Saturday, August the 25", 2018. It is a Newsday article.
Hon. Member: “Dah is enough.”
Dr. F. Khan: You know, | will tell you something too, Madam Speaker. In
Opposition | remember when | was Deputy Speaker and | was in Westminster,
what they said was that the Government has to determine and give facts, but the

Opposition, does not, you know—in Westminster.
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Hon. Member: We query. [Desk thumping]

Dr. F. Khan: We are not supposed to tell you where we get anything from. That is
the Westminster system. The Opposition could read from anything and not lay it
on the table. The Government has to lay it, and that is a rule of Westminster. So
when you ask me where I get it from, I could tell “yuh, ah not telling yuh”.
[Laughter] Because that is from May’s Parliamentary Practice. You should read
it.

Mr. Hinds: That is not true.

Dr. F. Khan: That is true. [Crosstalk]

Madam Speaker: Please, Members. The crosstalk and the shouting across the
room, and | would say that to the Member of Barataria/San Juan, you gave way.
The question was asked of you and you volunteered. | was not asked to—
Continue.

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: He had enough manners to give way.

Dr. F. Khan: Madam Speaker, thank you. Madam Speaker, | heard the Minister
of Health—

Madam Speaker: Member for Barataria/San Juan, your original speaking time is
now spent. You are now entitled to 15 more minutes—

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker:—to complete you contribution. [Desk thumping]

Dr. F. Khan: Madam Speaker, | heard the Minister of Health boast, and | felt
good, eh. When the Minister of Health boasts, | feel good. You know why, Madam
Speaker?

Hon. Member: It is your ideas.

Dr. F. Khan: Because it is all my ideas. [Laughter and desk thumping] “Arima

Hospital, 75 per cent completed. We are going to get so much beds.” Right?
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“Point Fortin Hospital, so many beds coming back on stream; 75 and we are going
to get it.” Madam Speaker, who started those two hospitals? We did. [Desk
thumping]

Madam Speaker, we started it before leaving office and | have heard the
Minister of Finance stand in this House and chastise how we did the Arima
Hospital. | have never answered him, Madam Speaker, but | will do so now. He
has said that when he came into office they were knocking on his door. There were
no loans in place. There was nothing in place, and they were doing the financing
and the hospital was being started and done with the IDF. Madam Speaker, that
was done on purpose. You know why? And I will tell you why and you all should
think about this a little more. Madam Speaker, when | found out that in the
concessional loans through China you had to pay between 3 and 5 per cent on the
concessional loan—

Mr. Imbert: Not true.

Dr. F. Khan: Yes, it is true. “You must be negotiate that”.

Madam Speaker: Member for Diego Martin North/East, please allow the Member
for Barataria/San Juan to make his contribution. I am sure you will have an
opportunity in your winding-up to deal with all that has been said.

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, when | heard that the
concessional loan was between 3 and 5 per cent, and [Interruption]—between,
between—and we had to put down 15 per cent, and the concession loan was going
to be 85 per of the total, it dawned on me, why do | not take my 15 per cent this
year, 15 per cent next year, 15 per cent the next year, start the process, and have to
borrow less? That was the whole idea. [Desk thumping]

So when you come and say there was—the money, Madam Speaker was

supposed to be done. We started the programme, started the hospital, started
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systems going on, while we searched for the concessional loan, because the
concessional loan sometimes—and | will tell you how a concessional loan goes,
Madam Speaker. An idea comes about. The Ministry of Health wants to build a
hospital, just suppose. You have to speak to the Ministry of Finance. The Ministry
of Finance will tell you yes or no. You then have to now go through the
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to go to the Ambassador of
the country who comes back with a yes or no, and then it goes in a whole sort of a
network before you could even reach to the development bank in China, and back,
yes, back, no. And it is a whole long process that could take as long as two years.

Madam Speaker, Arima needed a hospital like now. And they are reaping
the benefits of that. They are reaping the benefits of Point Fortin and environment,
Madam Speaker. [Desk thumping] They are reaping the benefits of that. They have
reaped the benefits of the Women’s Outpatient Centre. They reap the benefits of
everything we have done. And | want to say something here, Madam Speaker. |
may have said it before. The Minister of Health boasts that the maternal mortality
rate and the infant mortality rate has dropped. “Ray”—2016. So between 2015,
September and 2016, all the work they did that dropped that rate?

Madam Speaker, when we had the Crystal Boodoo-Ramsoomair problem in
San Fernando, the hon. Prime Minister at the time, the Member for Siparia, called
the Minister of Health who was Ms. Therese Baptiste-Cornelius at the time and the
Member of Parliament for Fyzabad now, who was the Chairman of South-West
Regional Health Authority, Dr. Lackram Bodoe, and told them to put a team
together, a maternal review committee, and come up with recommendations to stop
the maternal mortality rate from going on as it was. [Desk thumping] Madam
Speaker, they spent—how long? They spent a long time with all the specialists that

they could find and went through the whole system and came up with a committee
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review of items, which we started to put in place. We did all that, Madam Speaker,
and as a result of that, it started to bear fruit, not the first year, not the second year,
but the third and fourth year, which came about, 2016, 2017, 2018.

That is why it dropped. | will go to the infant mortality rate. The infant
mortality rate, UNICEF came down to the Ministry of Health when | was Minister,
and we had an audit done with too much of infant mortality deaths. And in that
audit it was found that the infant mortality was being wrongly worked up. You
were calculating it wrong. Still births were counted and a whole set of other things
were counted that were not in keeping with the system of counting. So as a result,
you had a higher infant mortality rate than what was supposed to be worldwide.
When we were able to put that together through the audit system and calculate it in
a correct way, Madam Speaker, boom, it dropped.

You see, Madam Speaker, they could say what they want. | know what we
did and | am here to say what we did. [Desk thumping] And | will tell you
something, and | am going to say it now. With no accreditation of the Couva
hospital, no accredited programmes, no accredited anything, Madam Speaker, you
are going to have a problem with your great centre of excellence. Get it accredited
and get the programmes accredited, if you want to go into medical tourism.

Madam Speaker, the National Oncology Centre. That was going to be built
with accreditation. Two linear accelerators—[Interruption] The Prime Minister is
right. We had a setback with the Faro Partnership that went into bankruptcy and
kept the plans. We had to redo the whole thing, Madam Speaker. You are correct
when you said that. And that put us back almost two-and-a-half years. Madam
Speaker, the Oncology Centre was supposed to be up and running; a
state-of-the-art Oncology Centre with what they call a cyclotron. Only Panama has

one. It was going to produce radiopharmaceuticals for a PET scanner, and also
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export radiopharmaceuticals to the Caribbean.

It was going to be a centre of excellence, and that is what is called a centre
of excellence, a standalone centre for one specialization, Madam Speaker. [Desk
thumping] That is a centre of excellence. And from that, Madam Speaker, we were
producing what they call the Cardiac Centre of Excellence, the Otolaryngology
National Eye Centre, the National Otolaryngology Centre, with the University of
Utah. Those things were in place and | have not heard anything about the Centre
for Abnormal Haemoglobin of Patches, sickle cell anaemia, and the different beta
thalassemias, et cetera. That was supposed to be housed in Mount Hope.

So, Madam Speaker, when | hear it, | feel good because you are listening to
the phased basis. Unfortunately, the system is such that in—or politics, that when
you are on one side, what you did on the other side, sometimes they do not carry it
through, and vice versa. Madam Speaker, it is time that stops. And | think,
basically, if you have good ideas to start and goods ideas, let the good ideas
continue. [Desk thumping] You see, Madam Speaker, because the only person that
suffers is John Public. Right now the children of Trinidad and Tobago are not
going to get their specialized centre for children, specialized medical services,
because they have now taken the Couva hospital and put it right in the hands of the
complications of the NCDs. And | want to tell the Minister, the NCD plan they
boast about was done with myself and the Member of Parliament for Caroni
Central, as Minister of Planning. That was done. For $120 million we were going
to revamp the whole NCD and wellness centre in this country. Not done, but talk.
Mrs. Robinson-Regis: “Coulda, woulda shoulda.”

Dr. F. Khan: Talk is cheap, Madam Speaker. I do not care if they say “woulda,
coulda, shoulda”. It was in train; it was happening and you all are reaping the

benefits.
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Madam Speaker | want to thank you for allowing me to give this
contribution and clear up the air of certain things that we would have done and the
PNM is reaping the benefits of all that we have done and saying that they did it.
Nothing is further from the truth. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Member for Diego Martin West. [Desk thumping]

The Prime Minister (Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley): Thank you very much, Madam
Speaker. What a good place to start. Madam Speaker, | sometimes wonder what
goes through the minds of my colleagues, but that is not for me to worry about. But
since we are having a debate | am required to engage some of what was said by the
other side, but before | forget, maybe | should respond to my colleague from
Barataria/San Juan. | seem to recall, Madam Speaker, on many occasions, as we
reported to the country on how things are going in the health sector, and there were
times when there were individual issues about a patient here or there, and so on,
the general cacophony from the Opposition politicians was that the health centre
has collapsed; it was the worst in the world. As a matter of fact, | seem to recall at
one time one person was recommending that the Minister of Health be arrested and
all sorts of things, when the people—

So today | am particularly pleased to hear my colleagues from the other side
saying that what the Government has put forward finds favour with the Opposition
because it is really the Opposition plan. At least, there is some commonality on
some policy in some area of governmental activity, and it being in the health
sector, | think that is a very good thing. [Desk thumping] | fail to see how the
health centre could have been said to have collapsed, when today my colleague
from Barataria/San Juan is saying that all these wonderful things to deal with the
reduction in infant mortality were under way and continued under this

Government; begun under him and his team and continued under this Government
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and, of course, he says we are taking credit for it. | thought it had collapsed.
[Laughter]

Then we are hearing that all these wonderful things which took two to three
years to materialize so that the data will show that maternity deaths have been
significantly reduced as a result of some programmes that were in place which
continued from the government of the last to this Government, but the centre has
collapsed. So how come it had collapsed for the last three years and now that the
Minister of Health is reporting on what the situation is, we are being told that it is
“we who do it and what wonderful things are happening”. At least, Madam
Speaker, for that 45 minutes that my friend spoke, he did not spend time
bad-talking the health centre. Because, if one comes from Mars and lands in
Trinidad and Tobago, you cannot but come to the conclusion that the UNC
philosophy is if Trinidad and Tobago fails, they will win. We have to fail for them
to win. [Desk thumping] But my colleague from Barataria/San Juan deviated from
the script a little bit this evening by saying that something good is happening in the
health sector, but the origin was in his stewardship. If that is true, they say success
has a multitude of fathers. Failure is an orphan. Our health centre is certainly not
an orphan. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, one of the things my colleague mentioned today, of great
significance, is the whole question of the level of health care to be provided in the
public sector, because in recent times a lot of the health care delivery in this
country has moved. The upper end of health care delivery has moved from the
public sector to private investment hospitals, and in many instances to support
those investments, practitioners in the public sector have simply used the public
sector to harvest business for the private sector. That is a fact. And when we came

into office one of the things that we did, among the consultations that we allowed
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to take place and directed, was a consultation in the healthcare delivery area, under
the Welsh Committee, and they reported but did not report on this particular issue
of how practitioners should interface with the public sector. And we asked them to
go back and put some report in on that matter, and they did. But the report did not
make far-reaching recommendations on this one area, because we still accept that
there is a synergy between the private sector and the public sector. But my
colleague from Barataria/San Juan, at an earlier time when he was in the
government—I was in the opposition—we had a conversation in the lounge some
time and he mentioned to me—and | was talking to him, and the conversation was
about the large chunk of the public sector budget that was being eaten up by the
private sector service for a small number of patients. And that was, and continues
to be an issue which has to be addressed. And this approach outlined today by the
Minister of Health, goes some way in addressing that, where we expect that more
people would be served for that dollar expenditure. And | am happy that Members
in the Parliament see some commonality of purpose in that today, and that augers
well for the people of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]

| have no doubt, Madam Speaker, that when this session is over and we go
outside, the interest of interested parties will drive them to oppose this policy, to
oppose this direction, but, Madam Speaker, it is not for the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago to lead the business initiative, it is for us to look out for the
interest of the wider national population, and that is what is outlined here today by
the Minister of Health. That is what it does. | also would say, Madam Speaker,
there is a standing joke between me and my friend from Barataria/San Juan, about
his construction of organs, which | will not make today, because one of the things |
know, that he has the penchant for just saying anything. Not just doing anything,

saying anything, and if you do not believe me, ask fat people. Just get up and say
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anything.

Mr. Hinds: Singing Sandra.

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, my friend from Barataria/San Juan said
today that he found some way of reducing the borrowing on the two hospitals,
Point Fortin and Arima, by taking 15 per cent out of the IDF one year and the
following year, 15 per cent and the following year 15 per cent, and when you got
to 45 per cent you would require to borrow less.

Hon. Member: Where “de money coming from™?

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: What hooey, Madam Speaker. Absolute nonsense. [Desk
thumping] It made absolutely no sense. What he was referring to—and he lost his
trend of thought and came up with that conundrum—is that the government of the
UNC did what governments do. They went to the Chinese and sought to have
funding arrangements put in place for three hospitals: Point Fortin—no two. Point
Fortin and Couva and Arima.

8.15 p.m.

[Interruption] No, sorry. Let me start over. I, too, get in a conundrum. [Laughter]
It was Couva and Arima, Point Fortin was being done by the Austrians. To access
the Chinese funding, you were required to put in 15 per cent and they put in the
other 85 per cent and the project was now funded. That happened with Couva.
Couva was actually done. When we came into office, Couva was a construction
site, it was well advanced but it was not completed. It took another, almost a year
for the contractor to hand over, right, the Couva hospital. | mean, I am head of the
Government, | know. | know when the contractor handed over the Couva hospital
to the Government. Until then, it was in the hands of a contractor. Even though,
of course, my friend said today he “smell election”. We smelt election in 2015

when the roof fell down and you all were in the rain because they were opening a
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hospital in a construction site which took almost another year to be completed.
[Desk thumping] But the financing was handled, was in place. That hospital cost
$1.6 billion and nowhere in there was there any 15 per cent one year, 15 per cent
the following year, 15 per cent.

What happened though, which my colleague steered away from is that the
actual hospital cost $800 million. The rest of the money is sunken costs:
consultants and all kinds. Madam Speaker, only a forensic audit could determine
and will determine what happened to the rest of the money. [Desk thumping] The
actual hospital, the Chinese loan was $800 million or thereabouts. How it got to
$1.6 billion, maybe when the next speaker gets up, he can tell us that.

But in the case of Arima, that hospital was under way but unlike Couva,
there was no funding arrangement put in place to continue the project. So yes, it
started under the Government, right, but the funding was not there unlike in Couva.
Couva was funded and constructed. Arima had no funding in place. And as a
matter of fact, the first thing that came to us in this Government was a contractor to
come into us saying that we have to down tools we have not been paid, and unless
payment is organized to be made—and it took us quite a while. We took the
opportunity to renegotiate the contract to some extent. They wanted to reduce the
number of beds. We said no, we want to reduce the price. We got some
reductions, not in that.

In the case of Point Fortin which the ground was scratched before the
election, there was no hospital built there. As a matter of fact, the arrangement
with the Austrians, the umbrella document was not touched. The framework
agreement had to be worked out. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dennis Moses,
the Minister of Finance and the AG’s office, and that took a number of months. It

was a difficult assignment but in the end, we got it done and the funding then
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became available and the construction has been going on and that hospital, it is
very advanced and close to completion. So talking about who built what and who
did not build what, those, what | just said, are the facts and to me, the most salient
thing inside there is one, starting a hospital without putting funding place and
secondly, building a hospital for $1.6 billion for which about $500 million is
arbitrary, peripheral costs which are consultants and their friends. Who got that
money?

Mr. Young: You all are all quiet now. [Crosstalk]

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: So that is what that is about. Madam Speaker, | heard the
Leader of the Opposition today, in reading some speech that somebody wrote for
her again, describe my Government, this PNM Government, this Government of
Trinidad and Tobago, as a Government by announcement. Yes, we, this
Government, we make announcements. We make announcements of things that
are happening, things that are alive; things that are for the benefit of the people of
Trinidad and Tobago. If there is any Government by announcement where
announcement meant nothing, it was the UNC. [Desk thumping] And if you do
not believe me, let me make some new announcements that were made in this
Parliament not once but repeatedly by a government of announcement. The
announcement that SABIC, the largest Saudi Arabian company was coming to
make the biggest investment in Trinidad and Tobago. They were going to be the
biggest user of gas in the biggest project in Trinidad and Tobago, was made on this
side by a UNC Government. That was the Kevin Ramnarine solution to Trinidad
and Tobago’s economic problem. Not diversification but bigger than ever in the
energy sector, SABIC of Saudi Arabia. [Crosstalk] Never saw the light of day, far
less night in Trinidad and Tobago.

Dr. Tewarie: Would you give way, Prime Minister?
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Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Unless you are going to tell me where SABIC went, | am
not giving way. If you will, I will give way.
Dr. Tewarie: | will tell you what happened.
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: [Steups] “Man, you done waste Parliament time already.”
Dr. Tewarie: No, | am not wasting time.
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: UAM—“yuh not wasting my time”. [Crosstalk] Madam
Speaker, let me talk to you. SABIC was to come, up to now, “SABIC eh reach”.
UAM 2, ammonia and melamine, that was the project again to save downstream.
Not diversification eh, just more of the same. That too never reached. One of the
biggest ones, biggest announcement in this Parliament made by the UNC was the
coming of Essar Steel. Essar Steel to build a huge steel mill in Trinidad and
Tobago. Madam Speaker, not only did Essar Steel not come, ArcelorMittal went
because the private sector steel business died in Trinidad and Tobago when the
Chinese took over the market. And in fact, one of the things that killed
ArcelorMittal was the whole question of the price of electricity and gas because
they were asking for further concessions. Even as we were being put under
dumping queries in the United States, ArcelorMittal wanted further concessions
from the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. But when the market died in the
face of Chinese competition, we lost ArcelorMittal as a steel business in Trinidad
and Tobago.

| can tell you, Madam Speaker, very recently, I met with some investors,
local and others, and the union and | am informed by them that they have been
selected by the liquidator to restart some operations at the ArcelorMittal plant. Itis
their intention to restart the plant and they had to pay certain moneys to accept the
offer and so on. | am very happy to hear that and | hope for them and for Trinidad

and Tobago that it works out, that we could restart the business at Point Lisas and
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steel because more business is good business for all the people of Trinidad Tobago.
But | cannot speak for them because that is a matter between the liquidator and the
private sector investment and interestingly enough, the union was on board and
they said that they have something going and we wish them well, and they will get
the same support that the last company got if they manage to land that operation.
Madam Speaker, CariSal sold them hydroxide and calcium chloride plant.
That was a big announcement made at least three times since, you know, the days
of—and then, of course, we were going into plate glass and float glass using sand
from Matura. You remember that? Making glass, big announcement. And of
course, the world was going to solar power and we were going to make solar
batteries, photovoltaic cells. All of these were announcements made by the UNC
Government which have never seen the light of day, and today, that Prime Minister
of that era has the gall to come here and speak to this performing Government, in a
difficult time, getting things done, and talks about we are a “Government by
announcement”. Somebody must have written that for her.
Mr. Young: “Duppy.”
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Yes, I believe it is “Duppy”. [Desk thumping and laughter]
Mr. Young: “Look, he still writing too. She gone and he still writing.”
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, a lot of what was said here today was just
people trying to use up their 45 minutes. | have heard a lot about Dragon gas.
Now, all of a sudden, the framework agreement between Venezuela and Trinidad
and Tobago, which is still in place, is so important to us that because Venezuela is
in problems now—political problems that have nothing to do with us, we did not
start the problems in Venezuela. Venezuela got caught up between China and
Russia and the United States and their oil reserves and the Trump administration.

All that meant is that what we expected to do, before this calamity befell our
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neighbour, we are still there and if it does not happen, then it had nothing to do
with us doing it.

But | want to say one thing though. How come, in an economy that was
consuming 4 billion cubic feet of gas a day—we were looking in that Dragon
arrangement for 250; 250 as against 4 billion. When we announced that we had
this arrangement started, | did not remember anybody saying that that was the
lifeblood of Trinidad and Tobago and it was welcomed as something— there was
silence. As a matter of fact, my colleagues on the other side were hoping that it
never happened. The best news they heard is when the difficulty inside of
Venezuela is now preventing PDVSA from doing business with Shell and NGC
because the United States has put sanctions on PDVSA and have virtually shut
down the Venezuela exploration and business. That was the best news the UNC
ever heard and they are milking it to death because they are now disciples of
“President Guaid6™ in the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago. They were so
happy to have heard that the difficulty in Venezuela would make this approach for
an extra 250 scfs of gas not realizable at this time.

Madam Speaker, | just would like to appeal to my colleagues on the other
side to take the position that if Trinidad and Tobago does well, “is do well for all
of us”, all of your constituencies. [Desk thumping] You see these bad vibes you
all are giving out and wanting everything to fail? Today, the Minister of Finance
gave a report on the condition of Trinidad and Tobago. Every other country, you
deal with a circumstance on the basis of these same numbers. | get up in the
morning, | go on to MSNBC, on Bloomberg, and | see what is happening in the
American economy by their numbers that they put out. No personality, what are
the numbers saying?

When the numbers were bad, in the first year of this Government, my

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) 0 2019.05.13
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley (cont’d)

colleagues on the other side spent the whole year: the economy collapsed, the
country collapsed, failed state. The second year, “we struggling”. Paying $5
billion in backpay, paying off debts. Madam Speaker, the schools that they talked
about and | have heard about the 100 schools, | would love to see the list. Because
what we did, in wanting to continue those construction—[Crosstalk] Madam
Speaker, I did not disturb my friend from “down under”. Right? [Laughter] I just
want to speak to you in peace. | am keen to see the 100 schools listed because
what | do know, that one of the things that came to the Government early in our
tenure was the payment to contractors who were on school-building projects and
we scraped up some money and tried to pay them, all of them downed tools
because they were not paid. And the moneys that we raised and paid during this
period of our stewardship went to pay for work that was done before so we were
now to get money to pay for new work to continue and to complete some of those
projects. | would want to see each school, where it was and how much we have
paid and how much we have to pay to complete it. Because what | do know, it is
not a situation of, the Government could say, “we built 100 schools”. They might
have awarded 100 contracts because they were about awarding contracts.

In many instances, in the award of contracts, Madam Speaker, they were
awarding contracts, making upfront payments and some of those upfront payments
are getting many of them in trouble at this point in time. So whenever you hear the
former Prime Minister speak about “100 schools”, let us see the 100 schools.
What | do know is that this Government has many, many, many contracts to
complete. We have only just made available—how much money we have made
available recently? Four hundred million dollars to pay these same contractors
who are on these schools to complete the construction. So that is the situation.

Madam Speaker, | also heard today a most amazing statement by a Member
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on the other side that this Government has done nothing—I cannot even remember
which one it was—this Government has done nothing to bring about drilling in
Trinidad and Tobago in the hydrocarbon sector.
Hon. Member: Oropouche East.
Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Nabh, that was Caroni Central.
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, my colleagues get up and say anything,
you know. They just say anything, probably for a sound bite. One of the things
they did for our first two years in office and into our third year was to accuse us of
only focusing on energy and not diversifying the economy. That was the
argument; that we are focusing too much on energy. And we said to them and as
we say today, as long as you are dealing with the circumstances of Trinidad and
Tobago and its economy, for the time being at least and for the medium term,
energy is where your focus has to be. [Desk thumping] First we had to stabilize it,
then we tried to get it to grow because its contribution to our economy is so
phenomenal that there is hardly anything available to us in the near to medium
term that could substitute for the energy sector, oil and more so gas. Unless they
could tell us what they would have done, having abandoned energy, they are just
talking for talk’s sake. They have 45 minutes in the Parliament so one gets up and
says we have done nothing. Madam Speaker, they could say that to their
supporters and to those who do not know, but we who had the responsibility in
2015, facing a situation where we were seeing virtually a drying up of the revenue
of the country, we had to act.

One of the visits | got very early in my term as Prime Minister, within days
of being Prime Minister, | got a visit from BP who came to me with charts and
documents to show me that until 2024—and listen very carefully eh, Madam

Speaker. | am a new Prime Minister of this country and a new Government, gas
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price collapsed, oil price collapsed, revenue dropped, “sink like ah stone” and the
largest producer of gas in the country comes to tell me that the meagre revenue
flows that we had been reduced to will continue until 2024. We were to now
survive on $400 million from the largest supplier of gas in the country but I will
tell you one thing. | will tell you one thing. You read the report of that company,
where Trinidad and Tobago is a significant contributor to their bottom line and
every quarter, they report to their shareholders: increased earnings. And | said to
BP right then and there, “You are doing a fantastic job for your shareholders, my
shareholders are the people of Trinidad and Tobago and this will not stand”. [Desk
thumping]

And this Government did something that no other government has ever
done. We established here in Port of Spain and called the country in front of the

9

world and had a “Spotlight on Energy” in Trinidad and Tobago and put the
industry in front of the country and the world, in front of all of them. Not the least
of which was the local Energy Chamber which is a lackey of the foreign
investment, right, coming to the chamber with false numbers to tell us that how
much billions of dollars being spent in Trinidad and Tobago on Trinidad and
Tobago people when, in fact, they knew very well it was not so. And when we got
the original documents, between lunchtime and the afternoon, they changed their
figures arbitrarily and came. We know exactly where we stand.

Madam Speaker, this might be 2019 but “it ain’t over”. We, in our position,
as a small developing country, we have to fight every step of the way [Desk
thumping] because some people believe that money belongs to some people and
others are to be hewers of wood and carriers of water. We say, in Trinidad and
Tobago, we will have none of that. If you have to suck salt but we stand on our

principle and we get the best for the people of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk
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thumping]

So when my colleague comes here today and talks about nothing was done
to drill, Madam Speaker, as Prime Minister, | left here in leather shoes, not
bedroom slippers. | left here in leather shoes and | went to London and | met the
decision makers in Shell, I met the decision makers at BP. | went to Houston and |
met the decision makers there at EOG and at Shell. And when we had gotten a gas
price agreement through our NGC and the various companies, the result was,
immediately, a commitment to $10 billion. Up until then, all those companies
were holding their hands and waiting for a government to take a decision on the
gas price before they make their investments. They look after their shareholders.
A shareholding decision. | went to Australia to BHP to meet with the decision
makers in BHP because BHP, at the time, was determining whether or not they
should invest in Trinidad and Tobago. They were going back to their core
business, sold out all their shale gas business in America and were thinking about
leaving Trinidad and Tobago. | had to go to their boardroom in Melbourne and
convince them that Trinidad and Tobago’s problems—

Madam Speaker: Member for Diego Martin West, your original speaking time is
now spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes to wind up your contribution.

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: | thank you, Madam Speaker. So you talk to these people.
[Desk thumping] We talk to them in a serious way. We put together, Madam
Speaker, what we call an empowerment team which is the best talent available to
negotiate because at the “Spotlight on Energy”, we said that it is our intention to
approach these companies with a view to negotiating better terms. That
empowerment team contained the best talent that we had in the country, including
the retired Wendell Mottley, a former Minister of Finance. We hired good legal

support, we hired good—Poten & Partners, and we sat down with the companies
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and this went on for a few months because these things do not happen overnight,
you have to earn your way, because they look out for their shareholders.

Madam Speaker, | do not want to say too much at this point in time except
that we are not panicked. This Government is not panicked in treating with the
business of Trinidad and Tobago. We make decisions. BHP is off the east coast,
they drilled up in the north east closer to Tobago, two of those wells were
unsuccessful. The contract required more exploration wells. What did we do?
Force them to drill more exploration wells in the formations that were not showing
good prospect? No, we did not do that. We said we are the Government, we could
make decisions for these people and then we said “you drill in the area where the
formations were showing positive prospects” and they have done that and today,
we are in a much better place than we were when two wells were successful. We
have had three wells—I went off the east coast last week Tuesday and had the
prospect of seeing the formations and the seismic and before the end of the week, |
was told that success—/Interruption] TOC welding, well, yeah. The main target is
very successful. So, Madam Speaker, we make those decisions. We have to make
decisions about extending the PSCs and so on. We have to make those decisions
in the interest of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

So if it is that all of a sudden, BP has difficulty or inability to be successful
in drilling, in-field drilling, then, Madam Speaker, it immediately brings to us the
whole question of what is happening with our marginal fields. My friend from
Caroni Central there asked what the Government going to do. Right? This
document I have in my hand is called “The Evaluation of Trinidad and Tobago
Marginal Fields, Update to Permanent Secretary, 7" of May”. So this is not in
response to any news that jumped out this weekend where suddenly BP is drilling

dry holes. This was the work of the Government looking at the marginal fields and
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what happens. And if you go through here, you will see that one of the tables will
show “BP Small Pool Reserves”, you will see a lot of information on this whole
situation and a technical summary, and this puts us in a position to talk to BP about
the future of these marginal fields.

The issue in front of us today is not the fake news and the glee that
somebody seems to have received that four dry holes have been drilled. Four dry
holes? One well drilled, had difficulty. A second was drilled to get around the
difficulty, that well failed. The next well was successful but not on the scale at
which it was expected and all of a sudden, Trinidad and Tobago’s aorta is cut and
our lifeblood is going to run out and some people were so happy. The Opposition
Leader spent 20 minutes today talking about our future now: “we are out, we are
out”. How many dry holes have we drilled in this country? Why is it that we are
coming to talk about our mid-year review on Monday, and a dry hole on Friday
evening is the end of Trinidad and Tobago? | will tell you why. Because from day
one under this Government, our number one assignment has been to re-establish
confidence in our country, in our ability. Confidence. [Desk thumping] Our target
was confidence and those persons who make it a business of theirs to try and make
sure that the people of Trinidad and Tobago do not operate under the confidence
that everything is going to be all right, we are going to get off our difficulties, they
were so happy to hear about a dry hole. And unfortunately, my colleagues in this
Parliament were in the front of all of that: dry hole.

But let me tell you all something. Madam Speaker, we have been
negotiating Train 1 and we must say that those negotiations were concluded very
successfully with improved conditions for the people of Trinidad and Tobago. But
| dare say, all of that was before this dry hole story. We still have Train 2, Train 3

and Train 4. 1 was not surprised that the Member for Siparia did not know what
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kind of shareholding, if any, that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago had in
the Trains at LNG. If ever there was a demonstration of incompetence; that is it.
How could a Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago who ran a Cabinet for five
years, was in charge of the country’s economic future for five years, was Chairman
of the Energy Committee, appointed Ministers of Energy and had no idea what the
shareholding of the people of Trinidad and Tobago was in the energy business?
She wanted to know if we had a shareholding in Train 1. She learnt today that we
have a shareholding in Train 4. Then she asked “‘so what happen to Train 2 and 3”
where we have no shareholding. That means she has absolutely no understanding
of the issues in front of us because the issue in front of us was the extension of the
life of Train 1 which came to an end contractually in April of this year, so we now
extend it by agreement of the shareholders where we have 10 per cent to extend it
for a further five years on terms and conditions more favourable to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago as we said in the Spotlight. [Desk thumping] So if
somewhere is found now to mothball that is after the negotiations were concluded.
But then one has to keep one’s eye on the negotiations that are underway for
Train 2, Train 3 and Train 4 where we are saying to them—and we are using the
black box arrangement where instead of you having all in Train 2 and Train 3 and
we having some, put all in one box and we all share from that box. Instead of
supporting us, you come here in the Parliament sounding as though “yuh just win
the lottery”, “we are about to go bankrupt” and of course, “the country will fail”.
For the UNC to win, the country has to fail. Get away from that. The people of
Chaguanas East, Tabaquite, Naparima, Pointe-a-Pierre, we all rely on the success
of this Government. [Desk thumping] So if you are going to be true to your oath,
wish us well. Wish us all well.

| leave here at the end of the month, | go to Holland to meet Shell, | go to
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London to meet BP, | go to Houston to meet EOG and Shell and | am doing that;
just wish us well. Just wish us well. We are not doing this—you know, the verb
“to take”, I thought it was a simple—in Spanish, it is tomar? Yeah. | heard the
Member for Siparia today make a big performance over the Minister of Finance
reimbursing the IDF and saying oh, she has “suddenly discovered”, and I suspect it
Is one of you who set her up with that story because she was reading it. She was
reading it from somebody’s script.

Hon. Member: “Duppy.”

8.45 p.m.

She was reading it about the Minister of Finance taking money from the IDF
and “he take money” and something and trying to quote law, take money.

Madam Speaker, the Minister of Finance in this country has the authority to
handle money in that way. And the fact that it was out here, discussed in the
document, and the Opposition did not know, tells me what kind of attention they
pay and how competent they are. The take that we have to worry about is not the
Minister of Finance moving money from one Head to another, or from one Head to
the IDF, the take is when you take taxpayers’ money and put it in your pocket or
your friends’ pockets. [Desk thumping] That is the take we have to worry about.
So to come here and make a big song and dance about the Minister of Finance
moving money from one area to another in full public view, in front of the
Parliament, in the Bill that we are going to pass this evening shows me that “you
just talking fuh talk sake” and trying to confuse the population, trying to give the
impression that something has gone wrong.

Madam Speaker, | was very pleased today to hear the report of the Minister
of Finance on the circumstances of the people of Trinidad and Tobago because we

are on a much better place now than we were three years ago. [Desk thumping] |
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know they do not like it, because for them to win we have to lose, the country has
to lose. So when they hear all the good numbers today of an economy that is
struggling to come out of years of recession, instead of feeling that a good thing is
happening to us, we are going in the right direction, they are still talking about
turning around. Why do you want to turn around from the right direction, even
though the rate at which you might be improving might be slow? But if you are
pointing in the right direction, what you need to do is to quicken your step.

And, Madam Speaker, the Minister of Finance has had a very difficult job.
He might be a very difficult individual. [Laughter] But, I must say, Madam
Speaker, you go to the race track and they will tell you that the pedigree of the
steed only has to get a good jockey and you are guaranteed to win. Madam
Speaker, in Trinidad and Tobago, the Minister of Finance who has had a very
difficult job, and continues so to do, has done a very good job [Desk thumping] in
moving us from where we were in 2015, to where we are in 2019.

| hear all this election talk. When does a government stop functioning
because an election is due? We are in year four of a five-year term. A local
government election is due. Your future might be tied to a local government
election, not ours. Our future is tied up with the future of the people of Trinidad
and Tobago, election or no election. And when we would have done the things
that we had to do, some of it not pleasant, they are forever talking about Petrotrin.
Today, the Opposition Leader talking about wickedness in Petrotrin and criminal
action in Petrotrin.

Madam Speaker, one group of naysayers saying we did not do it early
enough, as if we could have come through the door and just do that. We took two
years to analyze, to get the best, and to position ourselves to restructure Petrotrin

and to use a new model in the oil business. There are those who see their political
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future tied up in trying to make it look as if we have done something wrong.

One of the best things that this Government has done for the people of
Trinidad and Tobago is to cut that liability of $2 billion a year in losses because
after five years, that was $10 billion; after seven years, $14 billion. You cannot be
losing billions of dollars in an economy like this. We know that some people have
lost their comfort zone in it. Some people have lost their jobs, but we are making it
easier as we go along.

We are just about to announce how we will treat to all Petrotrin workers
with respect to the access to public lands, and that will bring some relief to some of
them. And, Madam Speaker, some people have got jobs already. Some people are
still hurting, but the bottom line is the whole country would have been put at risk if
we had not done what we had to do. This Government is about fixing problems.

You heard about Caribbean Airlines, Madam Speaker? Caribbean Airlines,
the news that Caribbean Airlines, out of its current account, is managing its affairs
without subsidy is good news to the people of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk
thumping] The alternative was the Minister of Finance having to find $500 million
or $200 million.

| remember in one particular budget, the UNC Government hid a billion
dollars. Caribbean Airlines was losing money, haemorrhaging public moneys. We
could not continue like that. So it is good news that the current arrangement and
management of Caribbean Airlines, they have been taken off the nipple at the
Ministry of Finance. But my colleagues on the other side, they have an aversion to
good news. But since that is so, we are in a bad place in Trinidad and Tobago,
because Trinidad and Tobago, we have been making the tough decisions. We have
been making the right decisions. We are going in the right direction and all we

need is for the people of Trinidad and Tobago to have confidence in their future
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and that confidence is with the People's National Movement. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Rodney Charles (Naparima): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. |
listened intently to the Prime Minister, and the Prime Minister has said, and he
keeps repeatedly saying this: “For the UNC to win, the PNM must fail.” He keeps
saying that, but we on this side, we—{Interruption]

Dr. Rowley: | never said that. | said that the UNC feels that to win, the PNM
must fail. [Crosstalk]

Madam Speaker: Prime Minister, Prime Minister, okay. Prime Minister, you
either stand on a Standing Order or your friend gives way.

Hon. Member: Standing Order 48(6).

Mr. R. Charles: Even if he says for the UNC to win, the country must fail, we
say on this side, for the country to be saved the PNM has to lose in 2020. [Desk
thumping]

Mr. Young: Standing Order 48(1), Madam Speaker. The UNC is irrelevant.
[Laughter]

Dr. Rowley: | second the Motion, Madam Speaker. [Laughter]

Madam Speaker: | think it is very encouraging to see that at this time we have
such vaulting energy levels, but I will ask all Members to please remember where
we are and to exercise proper decorum. Member for Naparima.

Mr. R. Charles: [Desk thumping] Thank you. My constituents tell me that I will
be disturbed 24 times. So we have a bet on that—a $10,000 bet—they will pass
the 24,000. 1 need the money because | do not have $23 million, Prime Minister.
[Desk thumping] | do not, because | am not a Member of the PNM. But the Prime
Minister, in his a speech a moment ago, said that we say the health sector has to
collapse and we make a song and a dance about the health sector collapsing.

The Prime Minister has said that we have the best health care sector in the
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Commonwealth. And we hear the Minister of Health extolling the virtues of the
health sector. Well if that is the case, why does the Prime Minister not remain in
Trinidad for a simple health operation to find out the status of his health, Madam
Speaker? | went—in Trinidad | could attest to the fact that not only do | believe in
the health sector in Trinidad, |1 have subjected myself to the services that are
provided in Trinidad and Tobago and | could say we have the best health care
sector in certain areas.

In fact, Madam Speaker, for a prostate examination, I did it in Trinidad some
years ago with Dr.—I think it was Dr. Lilas who was the doctor. And when I went
to North America, where | was, | had access to the best healthcare system and they
reviewed what was done in Trinidad. They were very much satisfied with the
quality of services provided in Trinidad and Tobago. And all we do is ask the
Prime Minister, if you say, and you have faith, then prove it by action, not by
words.

Madam Speaker, the Prime Minister spoke about the Couva health center.
And even by taking the Prime Minister words he said it was a contract area and it
took one year to finish. So the question I ask, from 2015 to 2016, we have state-
of-the-art CT scan equipment in the Couva hospital sitting idle. We have state-of-
the-art MRI equipment and ultrasound equipment rusting in a hospital and people
in my constituency in Naparima have to wait one year for a CT scan. Madam
Speaker, that is immoral. You cannot have equipment that we will pay for, the
taxpayers will pay for, in Trinidad and Tobago and you finding all kinds of
arguments about whether it is a construction site or whatever. Use the equipment,
and if you cannot you open the hospital take it to San Fernando general and let us
use the equipment. Do not come and tell me—and we talk about government by

announcement, Madam Speaker?
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What about the Dragon gas project, was that not a government by
announcement?—because nothing has happened. [Desk thumping] What about
the economy has turned around? Turned around, Madam Speaker? It reminds me
of a song that Louis Armstrong used to sing, when he talks about I see trees of
green and red roses too. Madam Speaker, | see them bloom for me and you and |
think to myself what a wonderful world. That is what is operating here today;
what a wonderful world when nobody else is seeing. But we ask the question and |
ask this directly to the Prime Minister: What about the La Brea pipe Lightbourne
project? [Desk thumping] Government by announcement. “Doh come and play
saint for us on dis side.” We went to school too. Tell us about the Sandals project.
[Desk thumping] Where is Sandals today?

Madam Speaker, we have about 1,000 municipal police. That was
announced. [Desk thumping] Where are the 1,000 police? [Desk thumping]
There are, how many—I understand there are less than 10 in the Princes Town
Regional Corporation. They talked about a code of ethics for parliamentarians.
Where is the code? [Desk thumping] They talked about a new primary school
curriculum. Where is the curriculum? [Desk thumping] They talked about two
aluminum plants. Where are these plants? Certainly not in Naparima.

They announced closure of Petrotrin, much to the chagrin and suffering of
the hard working citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. That was government by
announcement. We woke up one morning, nothing in the budget, but we heard by
announcement that 5,000 hard-working citizens of Trinidad and Tobago out of
work and were fired. That is wickedness, Madam Speaker. [Desk thumping]

They promised better roads, and it was my Councillor, what is her name?
Vashti Sookoo, said that Garth Road is the worse road in the Caribbean. Madam

Speaker, one part of the road is six feet above the other part of the road. You have
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to slow down as you pass. They talked about better schools. Where are the
schools? They talked about more jobs. Where are the jobs? They talked about
diversification of the economy, where is the diversification? [Desk thumping]
“Tell meh. Ah not blind.”

They talked about local government reform. [Desk thumping] Government
by announcement. They talked about bringing down the murder rate, Madam
Speaker. [Desk thumping] They talked about turning around the economy. Yes
they may turn around the economy, but all of us on this side would be dead before
the economy is turned around. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, you know, they talk about fixing the sea bridge,
announcement, “and dey brining boat upon boat and ferry upon ferry” but we
cannot get a cost effective sea bridge operating in Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk
thumping] And they accuse us of the opposite but, Madam Speaker, we announced
that we created 50,000 jobs. [Desk thumping] The Member for Siparia as Prime
Minister of this country, she delivered 50,000 jobs to the country. The leader, as
former Prime Minister, she solved and concluded 85 industrial agreements. [Desk
thumping] These are facts and facts are stubborn things, Madam Speaker. They
just do not go away. You cannot come and talk in Parliament and “zess, zess” and
do not deliver.

What about Clico? A $16 million problem that we faced almost a systemic
economic collapse in the country, we solved that. [Desk thumping] We do not
only talk, we deliver and we delivered on the Hindi Credit Union. And, Madam
Speaker, we built 100 schools. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, | could speak about my constituency. The Reform Hindu
School was 90 per cent complete when we demitted office on the 15" of

September, 2015. “And yuh know bush is taking it over” because they do not want
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to acknowledge that we have delivered. [Desk thumping] We have delivered,
Madam Speaker.

The Reform Early Childhood Centre, 99.9 per cent complete, and today it is
grass and bush taking it over. We have delivered. [Desk thumping] And I could
speak about the Ben Lomond. And my constituents, if you are listening, you will
know | am talking the truth that the Ben Lomond Early Childhood Centre is now
being reclaimed by the forest and the bush and a building that is 99 per cent
completed and they want come to here and call it a construction site or some kind
of frivolous—. Well, I do not want to use the word, Madam Speaker, so | would
say nothing.

Madam Speaker: And | will caution you not to. Okay?

Mr. R. Charles: Yeah, | will say nothing. | withdraw. But you see, Madam
Speaker, you see, Madam Speaker, when you see money being spent, when see
children needing an education and you see buildings being ravaged because of
spite, | would say spite, Madam Speaker, you get annoyed. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, “dey say” about—[Interruption] Excuse me?

Mr. Karim: In Enterprise too.

Mr. R. Charles: Enterprise. We all, in our constituencies, as if there is some
devious something about not wanting the UNC to get credit for the work we do, to
diminish our work and our efforts, Madam Speaker. And the Prime Minister says
it is about Dragon field. We warned them, that you needed a more nuanced foreign
policy that took on board the difficult circumstances in Venezuela, so that we will
become an honest broker, so that whatever happens, whichever side the fence fell
on, we would be kept whole. But no. Ran down the road on supporting Maduro
on a conga line, “wining down de place”, Madam Speaker, “wining down de place,

Madam Speaker; wining down de place." And we warned this Government. “Yuh
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know why we do dat?” Because we are patriots on this side. We are patriots.

So, Madam Speaker, we talked. The Prime Minister spoke. The Minister of
National Security spoke. And, Madam Speaker, you what he did not speak about,
and what the Prime Minister did not speak about, because they cannot speak about
it?—is the deteriorating crime situation in Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, we have come here in part to discuss the various
allocations that were made on the 2019 accounts. Madam Speaker, on the TTPS,
$75 million current expenditure was forwarded to the TTPS. They had 10 million
for salaries, 13 for telephones, six for maintenance, eight for contract vehicles, 8
million. How many? Repairs and maintenance building, 2.5 million; fees, 5
million; other contracted services, 6.5 million; other minor equipment, 12 million.
And not a word, not a word. It is like 70 billion. It does not matter. That is the
TTPS alone. But the Ministry of National Security almost, recurrent expenditure,
200 million. Millions of dollars, and they do—mnot a word in the discussion by the
Prime Minister nor the Minister of National Security. And | will give you the
reasons why they are running from national security, Madam Speaker.

So they grin, but that is a slap in the face of the thousands who are looking
to this Government to provide safety and security for themselves and their families.
This Government has failed the people of Trinidad and Tobago in respect of
providing safety. [Desk thumping] Thank you.

Over the past six months we have seen an increase in murder toll, and a
Minister of National Security who lacks the qualifications, who lacks the
experience, and who lacks the track record to bring crime down. [Desk thumping]

When we compare, Madam Speaker, and they do not want to talk about this,
the murder rate, since the PNM in power till now, excluding elections years, we

see information where, during our time, the murder rate is down and in their time,
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the PNM time, due to the incompetence and inability and lack of foresight, we see
the murder rate increases. So we had in 2011, and this has been said in Parliament
before, 354 in 2011; 383; 408 in 2013; 403 in 2014. We leave out the election
year. And we go to 2016, jump up to 463. They would not talk about that. In
2017, 495; in 2018, 516 and, Madam Speaker, we are on a trajectory for 523
murders in 2019, the second highest in our history.

Madam Speaker, if you compare four years of the UNC with three years and
some months of the PNM, the PNM since coming into power, there have been
1,661 murders in Trinidad and Tobago. Madam Speaker, let me repeat that. Since
the PNM came into office 1,661 of our fellow citizens have been murdered.
Madam Speaker, that compares with the UNC, our four years, 1,548. So, in a
shorter period of time, we are only four months into 2019. So in three years and
four months under this PNM administration, murders have far surpassed the four
years of the People's Partnership Government. They do not want to talk about that.

Madam Speaker, there have been 189 murders so far. And you know what
Is worrisome? There were 17, if we compare 2018 to 2019, there were 17 female
murders last year. The figure this year? Seventeen last year, 26 females murdered
for the similar period this year. And strange things are happening. You see, once
you look at the data, you see trends. Persons who were under 18 who were Killed,
two. In over 60, 10, and | am particularly concerned because I am in that
demographic.

And you know, the things, you go to the banks. They talk about the banks.
You go to the banks on month end. That is the time pensioners get their $3,000,
and you see these people lining up to get their money. 1 join the pension line too.
Although they tell me that look too young, but I join the pension line. It seemed to

me that you must have a police presence around there. It is predictable and it is not
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every day of the month. But these people collect their pension, walk outside and
they are exposed to the elements. And we see the data is telling us that it is a
worrisome trend. But you know what? There were three Venezuelans. So here,
we are now having a new demographic in our murder rates. So the persons who
were killed out of the 10 who were over 60, three Venezuelans and two persons
under 18.

Under on this Minister of National Security, this Minister, since this
Minister came took up office, there have been 371 murders. He has not even made
an entire year and there are 371 murders. In any other country “dey doh like tuh”
hear Singapore, but in Singapore, he would not be a Minister of National Security.
We know it, we know it. They will not tolerate that.

Madam Speaker, male/female, there are 331 males who died and 40 females
since this Minister. Imagine that. If | take up a job as Minister of National
Security and in the first couple of months there 331 males died and 40 females died
in that period, not even one year, Madam Speaker, | would be ashamed. | would
resign. | would do the honourable thing, and | call upon the hon. Minister of
National Security, do the honourable thing and save this country of a future that it
is problematic.

In January of this year, the Government brought a Bill to Parliament for the
variation of appropriation for fiscal 2018, where they took money from various
Ministries to pay off debts in the Ministry of Finance and Communication.
Madam Speaker, they took a hundred million from national security. You have a
ministry that is underperforming, right, that is a dire need of resources and you
take one hundred million dollars and you put it back afterwards. Upon reading the
report of the Standing Finance Committee on this variation, | saw this Government

had the gall to record the variation of 100 million as a saving in fiscal 2018. How
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could you save money that you did not spend? You cannot save money that you
did not spend. The sum of 3.5 billion allocated for national security.

Madam Speaker: Which financial year are we dealing with?

Mr. R. Charles: That was in respect of 2018.

Madam Speaker: Oh no, we are into fiscal 2019.

Mr. R. Charles: Yes.

Madam Speaker: Please, so deal with fiscal 2019.

Mr. R. Charles: Yes, that was the point | made, historical review, comparison.
The 3.5 billion allocated for national security and a supplemental of 207 million
allocated this month. And what they have to show for it? What do they have to
show for it? No wonder everybody is running from crime, running from national
security. They do want me to discuss this because they are embarrassed.

Our porous borders in the south-west peninsula remains unprotected by a
ghost guard who failed to stop illegal entrance but denied entry to Venezuelans
who have their documents in order. Now, you need to change the law.
Venezuelans are entitled, upon arrival in Trinidad, to a 90-day visa. So if you want,
you do want them to come because you want the border lock down and I have
something to say about that too. If you do not want them, you change the law.
You do not, by ministerial fiat, block two boats. You have to understand that there
are 31 million Venezuelans who are looking on at the treatment we give to them
and it must be just and it must be fair and it must be legal, Madam Speaker. [Desk
thumping]

Madam Speaker, we are told—we woke up a morning, they asked about
announcements and an announcement was made that we are giving an amnesty to
Venezuelans and—this was a month before—and we will be giving the amnesty

from the 31% of May to the 15", two weeks or so. Right? And the question is, you
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do not—all sensible countries, all sensible ministers, home affairs minister,
national security ministers—give an amnesty in the future.

When | was in Canada studying, it was around 1972, the Canadians gave an
amnesty but they said you had to prove that you were living in Canada for the past
two years, and they would give it to you. And it was the same thing with the
United States when they did it some years ago. You have to show past, so people
cannot run in to take advantage of the deadline. “But we not bright”, Madam
Speaker, and when you raise the point they laugh at you and they do all kind of—
and you know. We know that we are talking sense. We would have done it better.
[Desk thumping] We would have done it better. So crime is increasing daily and it
IS evident that we have a Minister that is unable to perform his duties, clearly not
equipped to function efficiently and effectively in his job.

Madam Speaker, we now know—talk about announcements—that the 10-
point plan, the vaulting 10-point plan that they said they had developed while in
Opposition, we now know that that is a waste of time and it was not worth the
paper that it was written on.

Hear their 10-point plan:

e Appoint a Commissioner of Police;

Okay. What is the impact on the murder rate? 1 just gave the data and | feel

“lil kinda” worried. We deal with data. We do not deal with “ole” talk. The

second point plan, they did point plan was to:

e Conduct a manpower audit;
Okay. We conducted a manpower audit. “Anybody see any improvement?
Anybody?” 1 cannot. Third element, and the reason why I am saying

this is to show that they do not have a clue of what they are doing, They
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9.15 p.m.

come and talk and “dey gallery and zess” but they do not deliver because
they do not have the capability, the intellect or the track record to develop
plans that actually work. [Desk thumping] Their third was:

Establish municipal police units in local Government bodies;

—no impact on crime.

Amend the existing legislation to give greater powers to the Police
Complaints Authority, including the right to independently prosecute
offending police officers;

—no action. The Police Complaints Commissioner came to Naparima, at
Lengua Presbyterian and the people want the fact that he is toothless
agent of the State, unable to perform his functions, because he does not

have prosecutorial powers.

Establish a standing joint select committee in Parliament on crime
suppression;

Nice words, “yuh know, yuh cah beat them for language, boy”. And:
Security to review, oversee and monitor the report and deploy resources
in the security system for crime fighting;

No impact on crime.

Witness tampering offence, amend existing law to create a specific
offence for witness tampering identified as a crime with severe penalties
attached;

Mamaguy again, Madam Speaker. —

Return to a sustained implementation of the urban renewal plan for the

East Port of Spain subscribing to the recommendations of the Ryan
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Report Committee;

No action.

e Acceptance of the Caribbean Court of Justice;

Well bring the data, let us argue, let us reason together; do not spring it on us

at the last minute.

So you see, Madam Speaker, you look at what they say and you look at the
outputs of what they say and you realize that it is found wanting. As they say in
the scripture, when you make the law and he assesses your performance, you are
found wanted in the lamb’s book of life. That is what we call in our church. [Desk
thumping]

Madam Speaker, credit to the Member for Point Fortin, he spoke about an
all- of-government approach to solving crime. He was right. What he did not get
was the support of his colleagues. [Desk thumping] And | always tell him, come
you who are heavy laden and weary, come to this side, you are too good for that
side, the Member for Point Fortin, we invite you into the house of the rising sun.
[Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, so they do not see an inter-connectivity between increasing
poverty and | am—credit to the Member of Point Fortin, firing workers whose
contracts expire, reducing welfare grants and demolishing homes on the one hand.
They do not see a connection between laying off 5,000 workers in Petrotrin and
crime in Marabella and on the Line and on Battoo Avenue; they cannot make that
connection. Madam Speaker, so they demolish homes and, Madam Speaker, they
came to demolish the Mussarap Trace House of Prophecy, and you do not touch
the Lord’s anointed. They wanted to break the building down and guess what,

Petrotrin was closed down. The Lord works in ministerial ways, His wonders to
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perform. Touch not the Lord’s anointed, Madam Speaker,

And | hear them giving jokes to me and whatnot. “And yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, no evil, for the Lord
is with me and his rod and his staff shall comfort me”. [Desk thumping] For them
to come here today and try to give the impression that all is well because the
Government has recorded a small turnaround in the economy mainly as a result of
our energy initiatives, while in office, is a slap in the face of all businesses and
citizens who have not seen a turnaround. | have not seen a turnaround.

Madam Speaker, | stop going to funerals now—not funerals, wakes, because
you drive to the wake and the people expect a little something and the salary | get,
“As I say I doh have 23 million”. I want to have—

Hon. Member: “Ten case ah water”.

Mr. R. Charles: “Yeah, dey want 10 case ah water and biscuit and coffee and
whatnot”. And shame, Madam Speaker, shame, “ah dip in muh purse, sometime ah
crying and ah giving them the money”. [Laughter] So we come here today and we
hear about the closure of Train 1, Atlantic LNG, and all | ask, the Minister of
Finance, tell me, did you know about this when you spoke last week? And he
said—no answer. He told me that I will give you that answer later, and | am still
waiting for the answer. [Desk thumping] If he were here, “I would give him way”,
and say tell me, were you aware or were you not aware? Simple question, no
obfuscation, no song, no dance, English is an easy thing. Maciver, what is the
name of the book again?

Mr. Karim: Angus Maciver.

Mr. R. Charles: Angus Maciver has a book First Aid in English. Tell me, were
you aware of the information when you spoke in Parliament in such glowing terms

about the economy? He should get up and say yes, | was aware and | did not want
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to tell you, or it is none of your business, or he will tell you, | was not aware. It is
a simple answer, yes, is a binary choice we call it in academia. A binary choice.
But they do not know about this.

Madam Speaker, gangs, you see gangs, arguably the biggest problem in our
crime fighting. We have not heard measures or any specific funding being
allocated for the suppression of gangs. | thought, you see a document like this
must speak—

Madam Speaker: Member for Naparima, your original speaking time is now
spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes. You see, it has been so animated,
people have not realized that the time has flown by so quickly.

Mr. R. Charles: Thank you, Madam Speaker, you are so kind. [Desk thumping]
Madam Speaker, | would have thought that in a document like this it would speak
to the challenges that we face. Instead, we just see mundane pedestrian, 200, 2
million for that, 3 million for this, 6 million for that and 5 million for—and there is
no sense of priority. No sense of what the problems are and how we resolve them.

Madam Speaker, during a press conference on November 25, 2017,
according to the Attorney General, Faris Al-Rawi, members of the Organized
Crime Intelligence Unit are keeping a close tabs, this is his words, a close tabs on
approximately 2,459 suspected gang members nationwide whose names,
whereabouts and alleged activities are known to the authorities. Madam Speaker,
that is English, it means we know everything about the gangs; that is what this if
we try to paraphrase it. Now, if they know all the relevant data to find and arrest
alleged gang leaders then why has nothing been done after all the deliberation to
pass the anti-gang legislation? [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, on the 26™ of April, 2019, reports were made of a gang war

erupting on Nelson Street in Port of Spain, in my capital. Gang warfare, Trinidad
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Guardian, if you want the reference, | could give it to them. How can the AG boast
of knowing gang leaders and their locations and their names when there are gangs
openly at war on our streets with innocent people being caught in the “cease fire”.
Citizens being victimized, bullied and killed due to being a witness to a crime. By
now we have heard all the raids carried out on Gulf View as well as that of the
former Attorney General’s maid.

Madam Speaker, this is how the resources of TTPS are being allocated?
Where they should be fighting the war on gangs that we were told that they had all
the information and all they needed was for this patriotic Opposition to pass the
legislation; that is why we do not believe them, Madam Speaker.

On April 23, 2019, during Parliament, | asked the question on gang units in
Trinidad and | said, to paraphrase, | did studies on gang units in the United States
in police service in Chicago, in Los Angeles and in Florida and gang units they say
are manned by officers who know every detail of gang members in their precincts.
Madam Speaker, every detail, means every detail. If the gang member sneezes they
know. | get the impression that is not the case here.

So | ask—and it was the hon. Maj. Gen. Edmund Dillon responding saying
quote:

Gang cultures are different from country to country; there are different

structures of gangs in the United States and if | read the sociology of crime |

would understand there are different types of crime.
Madam Speaker, I am not foolish. I am not foolish. This is the term “gang” is
similar to the definition used by gangs all over the world. United States, Jamaica
and Trinidad. And I will speak about some of the similarities, | have to educate the
people on that side. First similarity, its membership usually involves drug

trafficking, money laundering and gun possession. First similarity.
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Second, gang members tend to have little access to education and to social
services. Three, local gang leaders also provide some form of governance; they are
often dubbed “community leaders”. All over the world that happens. So when
Pablo Escobar was caught they had riot in the street and “Dudus” in Jamaica,
people say, “We love Dudus because he is a community leader”. They tend to
come from broken homes all over the world. Recruitment starts at a young age;
gang membership is usually made up of inner city at-risk youth. And gang leaders
become surrogate fathers for misguided at-risk youth. All these similarities.
Madam Speaker, there is nothing different; the template is there, the protocols are
there, it is just Trinidad and Tobago feel that it is easier to come to Parliament and
mamaguy and old talk and not answer a question directly.

Basic resources are needed for the TTPS in the successful fight against
crime. On March 29, 2019 reported in the Trinidad Guardian, the Commissioner
of Police, Griffith and | am quoting, stated:

“I’ve had to put all our projects on hold in order to pay bills to ensure the police
service doesn’t become stagnated and shuts down. This is the extent of how serious
itis...”

Not Rodney Charles speaking; that was the 29" of March, 2019; that was just the
other day. The Commissioner of Police telling us he had to do all kind of creative
accounting to survive.

How, can the murder toll decrease when the TTPS lacks basic resources to
do—due to lack of funding? And Minister Imbert says quote:

“To date, the ministry has released approximately $1 billion to the police service.
With reference to goods and service...”
The information we have—/Interruption]—yes, the information is that that money

is being diverted, virements, to pay salaries.
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The SSA, Madam Speaker, and there is a VVote in this document for the SSA,
$119 million and we have nothing to show but an embarrassing news story about
bad intel from the SSA. On April 20, 2019 the SSA led the investigation to the
search of a reggae artiste’s hotel room but it was based on faulty intelligence. How
can such an important and crucial agency make such a mistake, a mistake that was
known regionally and for which the Commissioner of Police had to apologize. To
date, since this Government came into power, $645 million spent on the SSA, and |
ask the question, for what? We are not seeing the intelligence being provided to
the police service or to the Ministry of National Security to warrant that kind of
expenditure.

Madam Speaker, | could go into details about what we would do; | would
just give one or two and then go quickly to foreign affairs which is also in this
document. The UNC will put measures in place to reduce the murder rate by 15
per cent annually from 2020 to 2025 and serious crimes by a similar percentage.
This is what we call a smart goal—[Desk thumping]—specific, measurable,
attainable, timely and reliable et cetera. The UNC will reduce recidivism rate by
50 per cent over a five-year period. The UNC will increase the crime detection
rate by 40 per cent over a five-year period.

Madam Speaker, with all the money that we are spending on the police
service, detection rates today under 20 per cent and then they tell me “doh” talk,
and you know what it is in Singapore 88 per cent, but they “doh” want to hear that.
They “doh” want to hear that. We will do a number of things, but I think time, | do
not have time.

Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, the mid-year review shows the
low priority that this Government accords to the Ministry of Foreign and Caricom

Affairs; in it, $1.6 million has been allocated for vehicles in London and
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Washington, $2.6 million to refurbish the Chancery in Washington and $1.8
million for repairs to the Chancery in the London High Commission. Madam
Speaker, how mundane, how pedestrian, shift money here and shift money there,
Madam Speaker. One would walk away with the impression that everything is all
right in our Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, and as Minister Colm Imbert
in his disconnected—and | draw that word from my friend from Mayaro—in his
disconnected state of mind believes that all is well and we have turned an
Imaginary corner from disaster to success.

The expenditures do not reflect in any way the plethora of challenges we
face on the diplomatic front whether it be in Caracas, on the war on terror, on the
pressing obligation to enhance our relations with neighbouring Guyana, or the
urgent need for a refugee policy, or the requirement to recruit, train and maintain
an elite cadre of foreign service officers, or even the necessity to improve trade
imbalances with China and Japan. And all these things are necessary for our
survival. As we approach 2020 it is patently clear that the present PNM
administration is diplomatically adrift. We have lost our way, we are no longer
respected. Oh for the days of ANR Robinson, who piloted the International
Criminal Court. We had people like Lennox Ballah, who piloted the law of the sea,
right, and the arms trade treaty.

We used to walk tall at the United Nations, Madam Speaker; today we are
just—in fact among Caricom they go to Jamaica first, they go Bahamas, they go to
Antigua and Bermuda; and Trinidad is somewhere in the background providing
drinks and serving food. No, not serious, this hurts me “man”. And when I talk
about Singapore they get vex. You know why?—because | sat with Singaporean
Ambassadors and they used to take advice from us. Singapore used to—and they

give us books, signed autobiography of Lee Kuan Yew. They respected us for
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heaven’s sake and now we go and we are a joke, Madam Speaker, we are a joke.

Key questions for foreign policy development will not be touched here; they
do not know—it is better they resign early and say we cannot do it. [Desk
thumping] Does the nation have a present foreign affairs Ministry fit for purpose
and is its chief diplomat up to the task of commanding respect in the global arena?
Is T&T still committed to a common Caricom approach to critical issues that
require global response, for example, climate change? Will Trinidad and Tobago
be able to regain its regional leadership and a corresponding degree of international
influence? Does the present PNM administration have a clear and coherent vision
of what the twin islands can become? Whether we want to be another Dubai or we
want to be another Singapore. Does it realize the risk of T&T becoming, and | hate
to say this, a failing state. Madam Speaker, you walk in Trinidad and Tobago and
the talk when fellas get cool and comfortable with you is, “we gone through”. That
Is the talk, we gone through. So while the Minister of Finance painting a rosy
picture that, “I have seen the light and salvation has come to Trinidad” people on
the ground saying, “we gone through”, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, what is the current image and aspiration of Trinidad and
Tobago? Does the administration realize that its greatest resource is its human
capital including the residents in the diaspora? Are we tapping into the diaspora to
get to the intellect that resides there and the financial resources that reside there
and harness these in terms of our national development?

Madam Speaker, India does it, Israel does it, any Jew who lands in Israel is a
citizen—Jamaica does it, when you talk Jamaica Rastafari, Selassie |—real
Jamaican. Madam Speaker, the Jamaicans, Trinidad we have diaspora and we are
losing the third generation. | have cousins, the parents force them to come to

Trinidad; in fact, | have some staying in my home right now. Force them to come,
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they “doh” want to come, they bored, we have no policy, no plan in place to hold
on, to attract, to retain them. They call that cultural retention in the interest of
national development. [Desk thumping]

That is thinking. Where are we? Where is this Government, Madam
Speaker? Has it made the best use of soft power in Trinidad and Tobago—culture,
steel band, chutney music, athletics? And we have to congratulate on this side, all
of us, congratulate our citizens in Trinidad and Tobago running their hearts out for
this country, great is Trinidad, you could see Cedeno running, Madam Speaker,
that is the spirit that we know that is the spirit we want on that side. Not sorry and
excuse and old talk and you ask a question and they waffle and dance and all kind
of thing. We are better than that. [Desk thumping] And Madam Speaker, you talk
about follow the money and | saw a report from the Integrity Commission that says
something like only 64 per cent of MPs in the Lower House have submitted the
documents. | ask my colleagues, all who have submitted your documents put up
your hands.

[Opposition Members raise their hands]

So, it means and | call on the Integrity Commission to publish the names of all the
MPs who have not submitted their documents to the Integrity Commission and
then we will see who are patriots, Madam Speaker, who are the lovers of Trinidad
and Tobago, [Desk thumping] not the talkers of Trinidad and Tobago.

Madam Speaker, we love this country we want this country to succeed, we
want every dollar that is spent must be harnessed in our developmental thrust and
our developmental interest. And, Madam Speaker, with those words | beg to move.
The Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister (Hon. Ayanna
Webster-Roy): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | thank you for the

opportunity to make a contribution. Before | go into the substance of my
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contribution, 1 would just like to cast back to my maiden contribution in this hon.
House. | remember, | would have ended my contribution back then by saying to
all of us in this honourable House that it is God who sets up government, it is God
who decides who will be in charge for a period. And | remember saying that for
this season God chose the People’s National Movement, but I would have gone on
to say, Madam Speaker, that it is imperative that both sides of the House work in
the best interest of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. And I still believe that it is
imperative that we all work together in the interest of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago.

As a young politician, as a young member of this House | strongly believe
that Trinidad and Tobago would have advanced further if there was meaningful
collaboration across both sides. And if the Opposition would have not only
opposed for the sake of opposing but really embrace the concept of being a part of
a team working towards the betterment of this beautiful nation. Having said that,
Madam Speaker, | would like to take this opportunity to commend the Minister of
Finance for the tremendous work that he would have done [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, like a true qualified physician the hon. Member for Diego
Martin North/East, or Minister of Finance would have examined the economy,
examine our socio-economic conditions, he would have come up with a diagnosis
and recommended a course of action that today we are seeing the benefits, Madam
Speaker. Today Trinidad and Tobago is seeing the turnaround that the hon.
Member for Diego Martin North/East would have predicted and today we are
seeing a meaningful change.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]
Having said that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would like to take this opportunity

to report to the people of Trinidad and Tobago, particularly those who are
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interested in the services and systems in place for children, as well as those
interested in the systems in place for gender mainstreaming as well as those
interested in how the nation is responding as a collaborative body towards the
whole issue of HIV and AIDS in Trinidad and Tobago. And | will give an account
for what we have been able to achieve in the three and a half years that we have
been in Government.

Since 2016, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Gender Affairs Division, Child Affairs
Division and the National AIDS Coordinating Committee Secretariat have been
subsumed in the Office of the Prime Minister’s portfolio. From that time to
present the Office of the Prime Minister through these divisions has seen
meaningful improvement in the areas of policy programming and social service
delivery. Moreover, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am proud to report that every mission
that this Government stated it would action in its Manifesto in 2015 as it relates to
child and gender development, and the national HIV and AIDS response has been
completed in most instances or is currently in progress.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, child development is based on the shared vision that all
boys and girls should be happy, healthy and confident, that their rights should be
respected, protected and promoted to facilitate their holistic development towards
achieving their fullest potential. Since, 2016, several targets have been achieved in
developing a national child protection and development machinery. Achievements
related to child development over the last three and a half years include and | will
list them through, in terms of financial assistance for community residences.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, during the Standing Finance Committee, the hon.
Minister of Finance would have indicated that $12 million was allocated to the
Office of the Prime Minister. Of that $12 million a significant amount would have

been allocated towards the payment per child system in our community residences.
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This system ensures that every child who is in care of the State would ensure that
there is equitable contribution towards that child’s development. Previously,
before this system was implemented what we would have seen is that some
community residences would have received a subvention, some private homes
would not have received any assistance from the Government. However, they
would have still been caring for children who would not have been in their loving
homes.

Through the payment per child system and through a financial assistance to
the residences, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have ensured that every child now has the
ability to be funded for their physical, mental, psychosocial needs are met through
the assistance of the Office of the Prime Minister. This is a step in helping to
improve the quality of service and the outcome for our children in care and
protection in care of the State and this has been a meaningful development. | heard
the Members opposite talking about, you know, if something good started you
should maintain it.

This initiative would have been birthed out of some of the work that would
have been done under the previous administration and recognizing how it could
impact on our society by addressing the needs of our children we would have
continued it. And by continuing we are looking to deal down the road with issues
such as crime. Once our children who are in the care of the State are properly taken
care of, the chances of that boy or girl then moving out of the community residence
and entering a life of crime would be significantly reduced. So it is about us
grasping good policies, good programmes and furthering them, Mr. Deputy
Speaker.

In terms of the national child policy | would like to report to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago that that is well advanced. As a matter of fact, Mr. Deputy
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Speaker, the policy was approved by the Cabinet this fiscal year and we are
currently preparing to start rolling out our public consultations. The first
consultation is scheduled for this month, the 22" of May, to be exact and we will
have consultations in south, in the east of Trinidad as well as in Tobago. The
national child policy will ensure that whenever programmes and policies that will
impact children would be discussed in the national context, that there will be some
streamlining to ensure that the outcome is always positive.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | remember in this hon. House | said recently that we
cannot do it alone; it calls for an all-of-government approach and an all-of-society
approach and | want to reiterate that this evening here, Mr. Deputy Speaker. When
dealing with matters pertaining to children it cannot be a discussion of them and
us, of Opposition and Government, but all of us working together to actually bring
about the change we want to see in Trinidad and Tobago. And to ensure that our
boys and girls have the best possible outcome with the limited resources that we
have to work with.

And again, | want to thank the Minister of Finance. Even having to divide up
the pie, he has always ensured that when it comes to matters pertaining to children
in Trinidad and Tobago that the resources have been made available so that our
boys and girls have ultimately the best outcome, that our boys and our girls
ultimately [Desk thumping] share in the national pie, and ultimately through
intervening in their lives early on, our boys and our girls grow up to become
positive, meaningful contributors to society’s development instead of resorting to a
life of crime and deviance. So again, | thank the hon. Minister of Finance on
behalf of all the boys and girls of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in addition efforts to advance implementation of a

national children’s registry have continued. The national registry aims to monitor
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and manage the achievement of all children in Trinidad and Tobago. For this
project to be successful cross-sector collaboration is imperative. The iGovTT is
supporting the office of the Prime Minister in the build-out phase of this project.
The office of the Prime Minister continues to support children’s home and to
develop community residences. This support includes assistance with registering
these institutions as community residences, providing information on child rights
to the staff, advising on international guidelines on laws.

The following were achieved during the period: the development of
operational manuals, policies, staff training manuals, job scope reviews and
collaborative relationship with stakeholders. In addition to the advancement made
as they relate to policy development, which is key to building a firm foundation to
build projects and programmes upon, there have been many initiatives delivered
that benefit the children of Trinidad and Tobago. Project and programme
achievement over the past three and a half years includes a nine-month community
residence, train the trainer programme which is held in collaboration with the
Children’s Authority. This programme was based on research needs and gaps
within community residences. One hundred trainers were trained who in turn train
staff within community residences. A total of 41 residences received training and
over 17 child topics covered.

9.45 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is important for us to have the Train the Trainer
Programme because we recognize that for some reason, even though we may enact
laws, even though we may put regulations in place, people tend to hold on to
tradition. So, if it is the norm to discipline a child in a certain way, unless you put
the training, unless you empower people, they will continue doing the old habits.

So, we found it was quite necessary to go into different community residences to
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train people to understand that children have rights, and to train people to
understand that in treating with children, you have to respect those rights, and you
have to ensure that you do things according to the law.

So, by training our staff at the different homes, and ensuring that we had
trainers trained there who could pass on the knowledge, we ensured continuity.
So, if someone would have moved on from one residence to another, the fact that
we had trainers within the facilities would have ensured that new persons coming
in, could have been mentored to ensure that good practice prevailed. And that is
what we want to achieve, a change in culture, in our homes, in our societies, so that
when we deal with our children, it is always with the context of ensuring that we
value and respect the rights of children in Trinidad and Tobago.

| want to just touch on something, because it has become very troubling for
me, and frustrating. | have recognized of late, that parents, caregivers, are thinking
that it is quite okay to take their children before the court and say you know what,
Johnny, Sonny, Dolly, whoever, is misbehaving, | cannot manage and you just
abandon your child to the State, and you want the State to take full responsibility.
We need to change that culture. We need to work with our children, work with our
families. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, sometimes | think that it is a cop out. If you know that
you bring them in front the police and the courts, or you send them to Children’s
Authority, yes, the State will make sure they have their food and everything, you
get an ease up. | want to put parents on notice. | want to put the management of
Children’s Authority on notice, and I want to put the Board of the Children’s
Authority on notice. | am positive the legislation provides for parents to contribute
to the care of their children, even though they are with the State.

So, if your child is in a home, do not think it is an easy cop out that we got to
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pay the $2,000, pay all the money. Once you are working and you could
contribute, you have to contribute, we have to let our parents know that it is not an
easy cop out to pass your children on to the State, no. If you are responsible
enough to go and get pregnant, you should be responsible enough to continue to
meaningfully engage in the life of your child. If you are having difficulties, there
are support services available through the Ministry of Social Development and
Family Services, through the Family Services Division. There are a host of
different resources available for parents, to assist them.

We have to change this culture now, where more and more children end up
in the care of the State. Our children should be in loving stable homes, they should
not be in the residential facilities, institutionalized. So, | am making an urgent call
to parents in Trinidad and Tobago, and guardians to do what is right by our
children.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, apart from the Train the Trainer programme, we also
did a three-month Caregiver Training Programme which was held in collaboration
with the Trinidad and Tobago Nurses Association. And what would have come
out of that, is that we would have had a cadre of young persons who would have
received the right tool to engage in caregiving for children. And what was really
impactful for me, was the fact that we would have been able to capture a number of
young men who are now meaningfully employed in different community
residences. | want to congratulate those young men, because most of the times
when you talk about the care of children, people believe that that is the role for just
the woman, but even in alignment with the gender portfolio, we want to promote
the fact that when you are caring and nurturing, it is not just for a woman to do. It
is for all of us to do, for men and women to be meaningfully engaged in.

So, | want to commend those 17 young men who would have come forward
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to be a part of the training programme, and who are now within those community
residences. And what it also does, is give the young boys in the facilities, role
models to look up to. | remember sharing with my colleague for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West one time, that sometimes when we do gender programmes,
and | go out and | speak, it is a programme specifically targeting men, sometimes |
feel as though | do not connect with the audience, | do not reach them, because it
comes as though it is a woman talking down, however, when it is a man talking to
another man they tend to buy in more and you tend to get the collaboration more.

| remember we had a particular initiative, the Barbershop Initiative and the
Minister of National Security, my colleague for Port of Spain North/St Ann’s
West, would have been gracious enough to take the opportunity to lead that
session. The feedback he would have given me was that, “You know, it was really
engaging, the men spoke.” And that was a significant difference, because
whenever | would have interacted, | would not have had that same sort of openness
from the gentlemen—and sharing. But now that we have a number of trained male
caregivers in our community residences or homes, those young boys could have
somebody who they could look up to, and model and hopefully, even at some point
in time, aspire to become in the future a caregiver in a community residence. So
again, | want to point out that significant achievement of the Office of the Prime
Minister.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Office of the Prime Minister views children as the
agents of change who are able to contribute to child development agenda. To this
end, the Child Rights Ambassador Programme was conceptualized and launched to
educate and empower a cohort of students between the ages of 10 to 15 years, to
become ambassadors for child rights.

This programme seeks to provide a platform upon which children are
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ambassadors for their rights via the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child, and to speak out on issues that affect them. Sessions were held with
children educating them on the conventional rights of the child, and the creative
expression techniques, such as spoken word, music and drama. Thus far, 92 child
rights ambassadors which include children from 42 schools and two community
residences, have been trained. To date, the child rights ambassadors have reached
an estimated 7,000 children and adults nationwide, via live presentations to
communities and schools.

| remember when we had the graduation ceremony for one of the cohorts
and saw how they were able to translate the convention and to bring it alive so that
young people and adults could understand it, | was really impressed. Through
drama, through spoken word, through dance, children were able to creatively
express these are my rights, and to have people buy in and want to actually support
them. And | want to commend all those facilitators who would have worked with
the children in the various schools, for helping us to build a cadre of young people
who are so empowered that they can go out and help to carry the message forward,
to the fact that over 7,000 persons would now have the message and understand the
rights of the child in Trinidad and Tobago.

Another innovative strategy of the Office of the Prime Minister was the
Child Protection League Information Fair where 500 children and 200 adults were
in attendance in 2018. This research-based initiative sought to highlight all the
governmental and non-governmental agencies that provide child-related services.
Its aim was to ensure that children knew the agencies to report child abuse. A
designated portion of the fair was interactive in nature, which allowed students and
adults to engage in learning through creativity, technology, problem solving,

critical thinking, and group sessions. It followed the theme of the Justice League
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comics, with each major agency assigned a character based on their role in child
protection.

When we assumed office in 2015, we recognized that even though the
previous administration would have started building out the framework, a lot of
people did not understand what was happening and what was available. We
thought it was very important for us to go on a very extensive public education and
sensitization drive to ensure that adults and children would become aware of what
resources are available to address issues such as child abuse, especially in areas of
neglect, et cetera. So, that is how the league would have come about, creating a
platform where in a really creative, child friendly manner, you could educate
children about what is available while also empowering and providing information
to adults. And again, it was a collaborative effort bringing together different
agencies, the private sector, non-governmental agencies, and | want to again, on
behalf of the children of Trinidad and Tobago, say thank you to all those who
would have participated to ensure we would have had a successful initiative last
year, and we continue it again in this fiscal.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we focus on empowering our duty bearers, and when
we speak about duty bearers, we speak about those persons who work intimately
with children, persons who have a direct impact on the lives of children. So, for
example, we talk about teachers, we talk about the coaches who will work with
them, we talk about the bus drivers who will take them to school, we talk about,
you know, people who work in the communities from the different youth groups, et
cetera. So, in order to ensure that our duty bearers have the knowledge and have
the skills and the ability to protect our children, we found it was necessary to
ensure that we train them and we give them the information.

We would have collaborated with UNICEF to ensure that we had duty
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bearers training. To date, 180 coaches have been trained, 195 bus drivers have
been trained, and 144 student support service staff have been trained. Other key
stakeholders that were also trained include the staff from the Student Support
Services Division, both in Trinidad and in Tobago, and also to help to enhance the
duty bearers training, especially for those persons working in the schools, the
Office of the Prime Minister, through the support of UNICEF, would have
produced 19,000 child abuse booklets which were used in schools to assist to
develop a specific curriculum around child abuse, and how to prevent it and how to
educate children on their rights, et cetera. To date, | am seeing where it is actually
having a meaningful impact in our schools.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in line with the attempt to propel projects and
programmes that cater to the most vulnerable segment of the child population, the
Parent/Caregiver Skills Training Programme for families of children with
development delays or disorders was another key initiative implemented by the
Office of the Prime Minister. Fourteen master trainers were trained by
representatives from the World Health Organization and Autism Speaks, at the
new Women’s Outpatient and “colos” “colosp” “col”’—pardon me?

Dr. Gadsby-Dolly: Colposcopy.

Hon. A. Webster-Roy:—Colposcopy Centre Mount Hope Women’s Hospital at
the Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | remember
when we were having the initial meetings to discuss this particular programme, and
we had parents from both Trinidad and Tobago coming together and sharing their
experiences, and | remember for me, as a young mother it was really disheartening
to see the struggles, that parents with children who have developmental disorders
or delays, the struggle they have to go through. It is not an easy task, Mr. Deputy

Speaker, it is difficult raising a normal child, but to raise a child with a special
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need is even more difficult, and sometimes the need for just the support, and the
respite, the time away to breathe and to take care of yourself, to ensure that you
give your child the best care possible. That stood out for me, and in that particular
training, we saw where experts were able to show parents how to cope. And in
showing them how to cope, we showed them how to provide the best care possible,
and when we would have trained that set of parents we gave them the ability to go
out there and to train other parents who were not able to attend the training session.

So, hopefully, we would see in the future where persons who have children
with developmental disorders, and who have development delays, would be able to
benefit from better care due to this programme.

10.00 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it was handed over to the Ministry of Health for roll-
out, because we felt that the Ministry of Health was the better agency to ensure that
the children benefit fully from the programme. So, in the initial stage, it was a
collaboration with the Ministry of Health, the World Health Organization, Autism
Speaks, as well as the Ministry of Social Development and Family Services. After
the evaluation, et cetera, we found that the best agency to roll this out fully in the
future is the Ministry of Health and that was done. So it demonstrates an all of
Government approach and, actually, you know what? Finding the best fit for what
we are trying to implement.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would also like to mention an initiative that we would
have done last year. We would have partnered with UNICEF again, to develop
protocols around how children should be treated in times of disaster. And when
we had the incident with the bad weather in October I think it was last year, when
we had the flooding in the various communities in Trinidad, we had the Return to

Happiness initiative in some of the shelters, where we would have been able to
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impact children who would have been removed from their homes because of
flooding, and who would have been in shelters, and through that programme we
were able to help them to cope with the trying times and to be able to bear up with,
you know, the struggles of being away from your home and being in a different
environment and seeing your stuff lost and all of that, and give them the ability to
cope.

What we would have also done at the Office of the Prime Minister, through
the Return to Happiness initiative, is develop a disaster preparedness template for
use by community residences and we would have forwarded that to the Office of
Disaster Preparedness and Management for them to review. What we are hoping is
that, in the future, we would have a set of protocols that we will be implementing
to adhere to so that whenever there is a natural disaster or any disaster, people
know exactly what you are supposed to do as it pertains to a child—how you are
supposed to intervene, what would be required, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So what we
are looking at is setting up the framework to ensure that in the future our children
are well taken care of.

| want to turn to Children’s Authority. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know on
many occasions in this honourable House, | had to answer questions in terms of the
resources to the Children’s Authority. Part of the supplementation goes towards
recruiting additional staff. Now, the additional staff would be for the facilities—
that would be the new facilities that we are going to commission. So the Tobago
Assessment Centre and Regional Office would be commissioned this week, as well
as we would have recently opened up another centre in Trinidad.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are trying to ensure that the Children’s Authority is
fully resourced to ensure that whenever they have to intervene, they can intervene.

And | am proud to report that in the time that we would have been able to have the
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Children’s Authority in a place where they are functioning quite effectively,
because even though they would have started under the previous administration,
the proper framework was not in place, so we would have had to build out the
framework for the Children’s Authority.

To date, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Children’s Authority would have been
able to field 19,740 calls through their 24-hour hotline via 996 and 800-2014.
They have been able to complete over 120 applications to the court for various
Orders, that is, adoption Orders, fit person and wardship. They were able to
respond immediately to over 360 reports of child abuse. They would have been
able to commission the Tobago Assessment Centre and Support Centre.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | know many times people highlight the fact that the
numbers are increasing when it comes to reports of abuse, and I strongly believe it
IS not as though we are abusing more, but because our children have more
knowledge now—they know of the authority or the parents know of the authority.
The adults in the communities are now aware of what is happening and how to
report. People are actually brave enough to pick up the phone and call. That is
what | strongly believe, that we would have been able to sensitize the public to the
extent that now people know that if a child is being neglected, | know who to call.
If | suspect something, | know who to call. That is what | strongly believe, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. The Children’s Authority would have been able to investigate
over 1,600 cases of child abuse. They would have assigned over 3,000 cases for
investigation and provision of services to children and family.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Child Justice Unit located at the north and south
Children Courts conducted over 180 assessments of children in conflict with the
law. The aim of the assessment is to determine the child’s level of risk to reoffend

and the need for support. The Child Justice Unit also conducted over 160 juvenile
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inventory for functioning assessment, which seeks to identify risk factors for
children in need of supervision.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is a particular cadre of children that we are
finding it difficult to place and that is what we call “children in need of
supervision”. Those are children who they bring them before the courts because of
what the parents may say—they are beyond control and they cannot take care of
them—and we are finding it difficult to place these children because the voluntary
sectors, some of the homes, cannot take them because they tend to be disruptive.
So that is why | would have mentioned before, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is
imperative that parents try as much as possible to care for their child. If you
cannot care—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Member, your initial speaking time has elapsed. You
have an additional 15 minutes. Do you care to avail yourself?

Hon. A. Webster-Roy: Yes, please, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Kindly proceed. [Desk thumping]

Hon. A. Webster-Roy: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you cannot care for your child, for
example, we have a number of children in homes who are fit for adoption, but for
some reason parents are not signing off so that you could have these children
placed in alternative housing. So, Dr. Dolly, using my friend, my colleague, the
Member for St. Ann’s East, as an example, may want to adopt a child and there is a
child in a home who is eligible for adoption, but for some reason the parent would
prefer to see the child in the home languishing instead of allowing another loving
parent the opportunity to adopt that child.

If you have a child in a home for years, you are not visiting the child, please,
please, | am begging, parents who are doing it, please allow your child the

opportunity to be adopted. Give them the chance to grow up in a loving home with
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people who would care for them. Do not leave your child to languish in an
institution. Yes, we could try, as the State, to provide the best care for that boy or
girl in the institution but at the end of the day, all children deserve to be in loving,
stable homes. So that is another plea | am making, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the lil time I have remaining, | wanted to highlight
some of the work we would have done through the Gender Affairs Division. The
Gender Affairs Division has been focusing on gender-based violence sensitization.
What we recognize, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is that for us to address the issue of
gender-based violence, the conversation must be sustained, the intervention must
be robust. We cannot have a one-time thing and stop. If we do not continue the
conversation, we will not be able to bring about the change in culture, the mindset
that is required to ensure that we reduce the incidence of gender-based violence in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Towards this end, we would have developed a number of programmes and
projects that we are implementing at the Office of the Prime Minister with the
resources we have made available. | would have mentioned, previously,
experiences with our Barbershop Initiative. We would have established our central
registry on domestic violence where we have information coming in from different
agencies for victims of domestic violence. What that allows us to do is to be able
to proof scan the environment profile—what is happening—and create
programmes and polices effectively based on real data, real statistics, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. You cannot build out initiatives without meaningful sensible data. You
cannot just take a shot in the dark and try to create something from it. You have to
have the information to guide your programme development and your policy
development, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have also developed an initiative where we are
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working with different agencies to bring about gender mainstreaming. Just today,
my PS would have indicated that they would have had meetings with private sector
agencies where we are trying to establish our gender focal point in the private
sector, because we already have some in the Ministries and Government
Departments. So what we are trying to do is to work with the private sector
agencies to have the gender focal policy as well to ensure that gender
mainstreaming becomes a reality.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have a few more minutes remaining and | wanted to
speak to the constituents of Tobago East, and | wanted to say to Tobago East,
thank you for working with me and working for me. Thank you for allowing me to
serve you. Thank you to Tobago East for embracing this People’s National
Movement Government and sharing our vision. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have seen
over the period where Tobago East is transforming. 1 have seen the physical
infrastructure development; | have seen the social infrastructure development and |
am seeing where in Tobago East that lives are being impacted positively.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want to thank the Minister of Finance, again, | want
to “big him up”. [Crosstalk] Yes, I want to “big him up” because giving the THA
the ability to borrow, Mr. Deputy Speaker, will help to move our development
agenda further along, ensuring that all of Tobago would be able to catch up with
Trinidad and we all can walk truly side by side [Desk thumping] as brothers and
sisters, that Tobago would be able to stand side by side with Trinidad. So, | want
to say thank you to the Minister of Finance on behalf of the people of the Tobago
and the people of Tobago East. And | want to commend the Minister of Planning
and Development and hon. Prime Minister for their leadership, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. It is through their vision, their leadership and through the collaborative

effort of this entire PNM team, that we are seeing Tobago move forward, Mr.
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Deputy Speaker. [Desk thumping]

And as | close, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want to remind us all here today,

again, as | did in my maiden contribution, we have a duty to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago. We have a duty to serve them to the best of our ability. We have a
duty to put aside our differences. God sets up governments. He has put us in this
season, but it is our duty to work as a team—we are all here as legislators—in the
best interest of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, and once we do that, we would
see our country becoming the place that we all want it to be, the place that God has
ordained it to be, the beacon of the Caribbean. | thank you. [Desk thumping]
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh (Caroni East): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. [Desk
thumping] Mr. Deputy Speaker, earlier on this evening, the hon. Prime Minister
repeated a question seeking some clarification and answers to something that he
spoke about on the political platform, approximately a week or a week and a half
ago and, that is, that he wanted us from the Opposition, to give him the list of
schools that we have constructed during our period 2010 to 2015 under Mrs.
Kamla Persad-Bissessar as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have provided that list to the Minister of Education
and to the Minister in the Ministry of Education on several occasions in this
Parliament and if they were responsible, they would have given the hon. Prime
Minister the list of the schools. [Desk thumping] It had been on social media with
the photographs of most of these schools on many occasions, and it had been
moved around on social media so that the national population would have seen it,
but it is incumbent on me, as the former Minister of Education, to give the names
of the schools because the hon. Prime Minister has asked for the list of the schools.

Under the management of Mrs. Persad-Bissessar as Prime Minister, the
Ministry of Education constructed and completed 69 Early Childhood Care and
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Education Centres, 31 primary schools and six secondary schools. In addition,
additional blocks were built at another secondary school. In addition to that—in
addition to the completed construction—when we demitted office, we had, under
various stages of construction, 37 Early Childhood Care and Education Centres, 19
primary schools, six secondary schools, making a total of 62 schools that were
under various stages of construction [Desk thumping and crosstalk] and in
answering the Prime Minister’s question, the 31 primary schools completed, it
would include those schools that were opened in three of the sitting Ministers now
in Government, including the Prime Minister:

1. Rousillac Presbyterian Primary School
Riversdale Presbyterian
Tunapuna Government Primary
Balmain Presbyterian
Penal Rock Road SDMS [Desk thumping]
Mount Pleasant GPS, Soledad Road North, Claxton Bay [Desk
thumping]

o oA woN

7. Palo Seco Government Primary School

8. Lengua Presbyterian Primary School

9 Arima New Government Primary School

10. Tulsa Trace SDMS

11. Barrackpore ASJA, Rees Road, Barrackpore
12. St Barbara’s Spiritual Shouter Baptist

13.  Eccles Village Anglican Primary School

14.  Monkey Town Government Primary School
15. Febeau Village Government Primary

16.  Enterprise Government Primary
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17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,

23.
24,

25.

26.
27,
28.
29.
30.
31.

Union Presbyterian in Hermitage Road

Manzanilla/Nariva Government Primary [Desk thumping]

Lower Cumuto Government Primary [Desk thumping]

Kanhai Presbyterian

Charlieville Presbyterian

Egypt Village Government Primary

And the Minister of Public Administration would remember when we
opened her school together at—

Rose Hill RC at 6 La Coule Street, Laventille Road, East Dry River
Rio Claro Presbyterian, Grant Street

And the Minister of Finance now, will also remember when we went
up to Paramin and we opened the—

Paramin RC School—in his presence. [Desk thumping]

And we have photographs to demonstrate that. [Desk thumping] And
also the hon. Prime Minister would remember when our Prime
Minister, at that time, gave him a yellow buttercup when we were
opening the—

Point Cumana RC, Bellerand Street, in Point Cumana; and

New Grant Government Primary

Cap-de-Ville Government Primary

Penal Quinam Government Primary

Munroe Road Hindu SDMS; and

Durham Village SDMS.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, these are the 31 primary schools that we constructed
during 2010 to 2015. [Desk thumping]

The six secondary schools completed were the:
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1 Marabella South, Gopaul Lands, Marabella

2 Aranguez North, Boundary Road, San Juan

3. Couva West Secondary at Balisier Street in Couva

4 Princes Town East, Mathilda Junction, St. Julian Village, Princes

Town—with the Member for Princes Town

5. Five Rivers Secondary School—which is now ravaged—

6. St. Augustine Secondary
An additional block was completed in Diego Martin North, St. Lucien Road, Diego
Martin, with 17 additional classrooms. [Desk thumping]

When we came into office, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the previous
administration, under Mr. Manning—God bless his soul—had some belief and
they said that they wanted to construct 600 Early Childhood Care and Education
Centres by 2012. This was stated in about 2008. So they went about and they
went to tender and so on, and a Korean company by the name of Haggai
Construction was given the ability to build 24 Early Childhood Care and Education
Centres—

Mr. Singh: It was one big fraud.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: And that ended up with one big fraud. Yes, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, and had—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member, hold on, hold on.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: All right.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Just one second.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: All right, it ended up—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Again, no. The outburst, Member for Chaguanas West,
please.

Mr. Singh: My apologies, Mr. Deputy Speaker. It was not an outburst. It was a
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well calculated—
Mr. Deputy Speaker: No, thank you. [Laughter]
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Haggai Construction was paid $60
million by that last administration, and they left the country without doing anything
to these Early Childhood Care and Education Centres. So we had to inherit many
of these contractors who they were supposed to be paying were never paid. So, we
set about to construct those 24 Early Childhood Care and Education Centres and
amongst them—so out of the 69 Early Childhood Care and Education Centres we
constructed are:

1. Aranguez Johnny King Road
Arima New [Desk thumping]
Arouca Pine Haven
Bamboo, in Jaffat Street, Bamboo [Desk thumping]

Ben Lomond

S e

Bon Air at Corner of Olivine Avenue and Blu-Mussel Street [Desk
thumping]
7. Brothers, No. 73 Garth Road, Williamsville
These are the Early Childhood Care and Education Centres—[Desk thumping]
8. Buen Intento, Hillside Gardens
9. Carlsen Field, Tasker Road, Cashew Gardens [Desk thumping]
10.  Caroni SDMS [Desk thumping]
11. Caura Royal Road, La Goya Road, Caura
12.  Clarke Rochard in Rochard Road [Desk thumping]
13.  Corinth Hills HDC Site
14.  Cunjal, No. 214 Cunjal Main Road
15.  Cushe, the Corner of Cunapo Southern Main Road, Cushe Village
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16.  Edinburgh South HDC site
17. Egypt Oasis in Dass Trace, Cunupia
18. Egypt Trace, Egypt Trace in Endeavour Road
19. El Dorado ECCE
20.  Enterprise in Cedar Road
21. Fyzabad, No. 22 Road
22. Gasparillo ECCE
23. Golconda
24.  Harmony Hall [Desk thumping]
25.  Jacob Hill [Desk thumping]
26. La Horquetta South, Gladius Street, La Horquetta
27. LaRuffin
28. Lisas Gardens
29. Lower Cumuto
30. Madras [Desk thumping]
31. Malabar Pomegranate Avenue
32. Malabar, Corner of Lennox Yearwood Expressway, Holly Betaudier,
No. 7 Flamingo
33. Maloney, Jacana Avenue, Maloney Gardens
34. Maloney in Flamingo Boulevard, Maloney
35. Marabella, LP 51—that is No. 35—
36. Maracas ECCE, Maracas
37. Maraj Hill
38. Maraval, Morne Coco Road
| pass there and I see it all the time—
39. Mendez, Penal Quinam Road
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40.  Milton, Comer Temple Street and Jerningham Drive
41. Morvant
42.  Mount Hope, Pioneer Drive and Sunshine Avenue
43.  Munroe Road SDMS, Warren Road, Cunupia
44.  Oropune Gardens
45,  Palmiste
46.  Phoenix Park, Phoenix Park Road, California
47. Pleasantville, Prince Albert Street, Pleasantville
48. Quarry Village, La Brea Trace
49. Raghunanan, Raghunanan Road, Enterprise
50. Rancho Quemado, No. 6 South Trace Rancho Quemado [Desk
thumping]
51. Ravine Sable, Longdenville
That is in my constituency
52. Reform Government ECCE, Reform
53. Retrench HDC site
54. Roystonia in Salacca Drive
55.  Salazar Trace in Salazar, Point Fortin
56. Sonny Ladoo ECCE [Desk thumping]
57.  Southern Gardens
58. Springvale ECCE in Springvale
59. St. Ambrose Anglican, Jackman Trace, Cunupia
60. St. Ann’s, No. 8 St. Ann’s Gardens, St. Ann’s
61. St. Augustine, Corner Warner and St. John’s Road
62. St. Barbara’s Spiritual Shouter Baptist [Desk thumping]

Members would remember that.
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63. St. Columba Anglican

64. St. Mary’s Village

65. Union Hall

66. Valencia in Armadillo Drive, New Valencia Gardens, Valencia

[Crosstalk]
67. Wallerfield, Corner of Churchill Roosevelt Highway and Amazon
Drive Wallerfield

68. Warrenville TIA, Robert Trace; and

69. Wellington Road HDC site, Wellington Road, Debe [Desk thumping]

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in answer to the Prime Minister’s question, we
have, in Parliament today, given the list of the 69 Early Childhood Care and
Childhood Education Centres which we constructed and completed, [Desk
thumping] the 31 primary schools which we started and completed, six secondary
schools which were completed by us and an additional block.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, these are the 106: [Desk thumping] 69 ECCE Centres,
21 primary schools and six secondary schools completed under the Kamla Persad-
Bissessar administration. [Desk thumping] And we wonder why it is that the
present Prime Minister finds it difficult to accept that. [Desk thumping] He cannot
believe that the Government—[Crosstalk] You know—
Mr. Garcia: Because it is not true.
Dr. T. Gopeesingh:—he is still saying—the Minister of Education is still saying—
Minister, do your work that you are supposed to do. [Desk thumping] Go and visit
these schools and you will have it. [Desk thumping and crosstalk]
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hold on. Members, hold on. [Crosstalk] One second.
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: | gave you these lists of schools and prove me wrong at any
time. [Desk thumping]

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) 2 2019.05.13
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh (cont’d)

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member, again—[Crosstalk] Listen, I am on my legs,
Couva South. | am on my legs. Fair enough? MP for Arima, Minister of
Education, you will have the opportunity to join the debate as soon as possible.
Member for Caroni East, again, address the Chair as you go along.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: | would focus my attention to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. The
schools we left under construction, 62 and they included 37 Early Childhood Care
and Education Centres, 19 primary and six secondary schools. [Desk thumping]
They were left at varying levels of construction because they started around
2014/2015 and when we demitted office in September 2015, some of these schools
were still being constructed.

The Avocat Siparia Old Road ECCE was 55 per cent complete; the
Cypress/Union Development—I am just giving some examples—80 per cent;
Egypt Village GPS ECCE, 98 per cent; Gasparillo ECCE, 30 per cent; El Dorado
SDMS, 30 per cent; Glenroy ECCE, 10 per cent; La Horquetta North GPS ECCE,
44 per cent; La Paille ECCE, 32 per cent; La Platta ECCE, 47 per cent; Madras
SWAHA ECCE, 5 per cent; Maracas, Acono Road, 30 per cent and so on; Tulsi
Manas, Sangre Grande, 70 per cent; Springvale SDMS, 30 per cent. These are
some of the 37 Early Childhood Care and Education Centres which [Desk
thumping] were at various levels of construction.

In addition, these are the 19 primary schools which we were constructing but
could not complete them because the time ran out. Belmont RC Boys, 35 per cent.
The Minister of Public Administration would probably know about that; Chatham
Government Primary School was 40 per cent complete; Curepe Presbyterian
Primary was 53 per cent; Cypress Gardens Government Primary was 40 per cent;
Egypt Oasis, 33 per cent; Endeavour SDMS, 10 per cent; Flanagin Town RC, 15
per cent; La Fillette RC, 22 per cent; Lower Morvant GPS, 11 per cent; Marabella
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Boys/Girls, 11 per cent; Preysal Government Primary, 43 per cent; Ramai Trace
SDMS was 40 per cent complete; Reform Hindu Primary, 55 per cent; Rousillac
SDMS, 60 per cent; San Juan Boys, 50 per cent; Santa Flora GPS, 35 per cent;
Fanny Village, 41 per cent and Woodbrook Presbyterian, 30 per cent. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that is the list of primary schools which we left at varying levels of
construction. [Desk thumping]

The secondary schools: the Shiva Boys Hindu College was 74 per cent
completed; and the Parvati Girls Hindu College was 72 per cent completed; Siparia
East Secondary was 48 per cent; Mount Hope Secondary, 84 per cent; St. Joseph
Secondary was 95 per cent complete and Carapichaima West Secondary, 82 per
cent. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is the list of the 62 schools that were left at varying
levels of construction under the People’s Partnership administration [Desk
thumping] in addition to the 106 that we had completed. [Desk thumping and
crosstalk] We cannot understand why in God’s name that this PNM administration
has found it necessary not to even add 1 per cent or 2 per cent to any of these 62
schools that we left under various levels of construction. Why is it? Was it
political spite? Was it vindictiveness? Was it viciousness? It is not for the lack of
funding.

Every year, Mr. Deputy Speaker, money had been allocated under the
Infrastructure Development Fund for continued construction of schools. The
Minister of Planning and Development will know—that comes under her
jurisdiction—and why is it that money that had been under the Infrastructure
Development Fund had not been spent to complete the schools? [Desk thumping]
They came to the fallacy that, you know, that there is corruption in the construction

of these schools and they are doing audit and audit. They spent close to about $60
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million in audit and up to today they cannot find one difficulty. [Desk thumping]
It is audit up to today. [Desk thumping and crosstalk]

In fact, when we asked this administration: How many schools have you
constructed during the three and a half years? They built two pre-fabricated
schools in Trinidad at approximately 5 million or 6 million each and they built one
primary school in Tobago for $85 million, and then they had go and spend another
$3 million to change the tiles.

Hon. Members: Wow!

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: A new school, they spent $3 million more to change the tiles
and even now that they changed the tiles, the school is not functional because
children can still skid on the tiles.

10.30 p.m.

You know what is the maximum amount that we spent for any primary
school? As far as | can remember it was $42 million for a school for close to over
620 students. [Desk thumping] Schools were constructed. The school that we built
in the Prime Minister’s constituency, a primary school, cost $15 million, and he
knows it.

Mr. Garcia: What school is that? [Crosstalk]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Members, please.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the school is Point Cumana RC. [Desk
thumping] We constructed in Rose Hill—the Minister of Public Administration
knows the cost—close to about $18 million or $20 million. And the Minister of
Finance knows that the Paramin school that we constructed in Paramin was close
to about $30 million at the time, [Desk thumping] and it was done. We had a lot of
work to construct a bridge across both sections of the school in Paramin. So the
facts speak for themselves, Mr. Deputy Speaker, [Desk thumping] and it cannot be
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controverted, and it is the absolute truth and they can go across the country and
look for these schools. If they do not have the energy or they refuse to want to see
the truth, that is their business.

So we stand proud [Desk thumping] to say that we have constructed 106
schools and we left 62 at various levels of construction and not one iota of work
was done on anyone of them. Today they are rotting. Today grass is growing all
around the school and a lot of pilferage is taking place in these schools. And so
that if, when we have to go back, when we get into Government in 2020, [Desk
thumping] when we go back we will have to now start back from scratch in some
of these schools. There are a few now that they said that they are going to pay the
contractors and get the work done. Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are a responsible
Opposition, [Desk thumping] we were in Government, our desire is to see Trinidad
and Tobago do very well. We want to make sure that the education system is
second to none in the world. We want to make sure that the health sector is second
to none. It is our wish that we do well but when a Government takes the
responsibility and for some reason they decide to do otherwise, we have to ask the
question, why did they not continue what they were supposed to be doing? [Desk
thumping] Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are about 425 primary schools—if | could
remember, it was so long ago—in Trinidad, and | think nine primary schools in
Tobago. And there are about 124 secondary schools, about 89 being managed by
the State and about 40-something by the denomination boards, and we have over
200 early childhood education centres.

Every day more than 50 per cent of these schools are more than 50 years of
age, and what is the role of a Government? When our Prime Minister was Minister
of Education she constructed between 40 to 50 new schools during her time
between 1997 to 2000, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So the hon. Prime Minister knew that
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we had to build new schools so she set about to ensure that these schools were
constructed. Now, a responsible Government knowing that 50 per cent of the
schools in Trinidad and Tobago, 50 per cent of 425 or 430, let us say 215 primary
schools, we built a certain amount. A responsible Government should come in and
say, “Well, we will continue the construction of schools and go on to build more
new schools”, so that in about a six or a seven-year period or eight-year period
most of the country’s old schools would have been replaced and students would
have a proper environment for working, and the 16,000 teachers and the quarter
million children will have a proper environment for them to be educated in, Mr.
Deputy Speaker.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, they do not seem to appreciate the work that was
done in any Ministry by us under the stewardship of Mrs. Persad-Bissessar. And
we have a listing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, of the achievements of the Ministry of
Education between 2010 and 2015, and the former Minister of Planning had put
together a book in 2014 on the achievements of the Partnership Government as up
at a certain time in 2014. That book was so thick, Mr. Deputy Speaker, with
various Ministries and the achievements of the various Ministries. [Desk thumping]
And when they ask—they come today, and over the period of time they asked,
“You all had that amount of money, what did you all do with it? What have you
done?” I will indicate that in the five years, between 2010 and 2015, the People’s
Partnership Government spent $280 billion in the five years: 2010 to 2011,
approximately $46 billion; 2011/2012, $54 billion; 2012/2013 was $55 billion;
2013/2014, $59 million; and 2014/2015, $65 million; approximately $280 billion
in five years. [Interruption]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Members, please.
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: | have given you the facts. This is the gospel truth. This has
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come out from the Central Bank, Draft Estimates of Expenditure and Revenue, this
Is it, Mr. Deputy Speaker; 2010 to 2015, and 2015 now to 2019. So 2010 to 2015
we spent approximately $280 billion during our five years. What have they spent
since they came in? In 2015/2016, $61,996,000,000; 2016/2017, $55,598,436,000;
2018/2019, $54,330,404,000, a total of $171,925,762,000 between 2015 and 2018.
And this year they were allocated $55.582 billion, so half of the year they would
have probably spent about $28 billion.

So, $171 billion plus $28 billion, close to $200 billion that this
administration has spent in three-and-a-half years and they are struggling to tell the
country what they have achieved. It is shameful. [Desk thumping] It is painful for
the population because they cannot show one iota of evidence for what they have
done for this country with the expenditure of $200 billion so far, but they always
ask what the People’s Partnership did—what they did. | just want to give some—
[Interruption]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Members—Member, one second. Member for Port of
Spain South, again, you will have the opportunity to join the debate. Proceed.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh: This is a debate on the economy on expenditure and it
behoves me to indicate how the money was spent on education. [Desk thumping]
The hon. Prime Minister at that time said that human capital development was the
number one issue and the People’s Partnership Government, on most of the years,
allocated the most funding for education up to post-secondary education and
tertiary education. So some of the things that we were able to do from the
educational services, we had a laptop initiative and we became a world leader with
ICT in education. [Desk thumping] Approximately 95,000 laptops were provided
to students, over 4,000 to teachers, principals and school supervisors. We put

computer labs in each one of our 125 secondary schools [Desk thumping] and over
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337 primary schools; 150 computer labs for primary schools were to be worked on
subsequently.

We partnered with Samsung for 20 schools with 21 Century smart
classrooms. There was a publication of an information and communications
technology teachers’ manual to integrate ICT into classrooms; 150 ICT technicians
were employed servicing the computer labs in our schools. The Ministry of
Education had achieved universal early childhood education. [Desk thumping]
We were the first country in the world to have achieved universal early childhood
education. So that the United Nations Secretary General at that time, Mr. Ban Ki-
moon, in addressing a Caricom Prime Ministers’ meeting, said that Trinidad and
Tobago was the first country in the world to have achieved universal education,
[Desk thumping] meaning that children, ages three and four, the 36,000 children,
ages three and four, have now secured a place in an early childhood education
centre whether it was a Government ECCE centre or whether it was one of these
ECCE centres that we partnered with in the private sector.

We were paying $3,600 per term for a child to be in a partnered early
childhood education centre, so that all 36,000 children, ages three and four, were in
early childhood education centres across the country. And so we were a world
leader. [Desk thumping] Where are we today in education? Two hundred
Government and Government-assisted ECCE centres were providing the early
childhood education and 200 private ECCE centres had partnered with us, and 300
were providing private tuition, and | gave you the answer, the statement on how
many new ECCE centres we had constructed. We had employed close to 1,500
trained professionals, teachers, in early childhood education. A lot of them had a
certificate in early childhood and many had a bachelors of education, [Desk

thumping] and they were being trained properly so that we could have put
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adequately trained teachers in these schools. So we were arguably the first country
in the world to achieve universal education.

Literacy and numeracy: we had significant improvements in literacy and
numeracy nationally, with the highest academic performance in history.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Member, your initial speaking has expired. You have
an additional 15. You care to avail yourself?
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: Yes, thank you very much.
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Kindly proceed.
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: So | will just summarize—in fact, the achievements are about
10 pages, | have just read only two of these pages. The literacy and numeracy,
expansion of Caribbean vocational qualifications at the secondary level from 42 to
102. We had pilot testing and neurodiagnostic testing in children’s understanding.
We changed the date of the SEA. We introduced a continuous assessment
component to bring in—I want the national population to hear this because they
keep on stating that our education system is behind; not so at all, we were leading
in education. [Desk thumping] There were only a few countries in the world that
were better than Trinidad and Tobago, like Finland and Japan and South Korea, et
cetera, but we became leaders. We had the best academic performance in 2014 in
all three areas, the SEA, CSEC and CAPE, and we even bettered that in 2015.
[Desk thumping] We gave over 2,000 scholarships during that period of time. We
purchased nearly two million textbooks for our children as well during that time,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.

So we introduced values, ethics, morals, character and citizenry
development, health and family life education; all of this has been sadly reversed
by this Ministry of Education. There has been precipitous decline of the education

sector under this administration. So when the students are doing bad it is the
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responsibility of this Government that the education sector is falling behind. We
had improved academic performance in all areas. When we came into office, over
14 per cent of the students writing, one out of every seven students got less than 30
per cent in the SEA, and at the end of our five years less than 1 per cent was
getting less than 30 per cent in the SEA. And within one year they went back up to
12 per cent—[Crosstalk]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Silence.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh:—of the students getting less than 30 per cent in the SEA. So
In one year a precipitous decline in the education performance. | spoke about the
infrastructure of the schools; the teacher training and development, thousands of
teachers were trained in ICT, phonological skills, ADR, mediation, maths, science
and language arts.

Curriculum reform: we had reform of—the Manning administration had a
very good ECCE curriculum. We did not change that whatsoever because it was
good; we used it. We took one year of continuous, throughout Trinidad and
Tobago with stakeholders, discussions with stakeholders. We had eight education
districts stakeholder consultation—

Mr. Garcia: Seven.

Dr. T. Gopeesingh:—seven, and two national consultations, taking us over a year,
and close to over 500 to 1,000 educators took part in those consultations and
advised us to change the curriculum, change the date of the SEA and bring in the
areas of moral, values, ethics. When we started to do that in 2011, | had been to a
meeting in Singapore, the Minister of Education in Singapore had a meeting with
the principals there and in two days’ time they came out and said—on the national
front page on the Singapore newspaper—morals, values and ethics are now being

introduced in the schools in Singapore. We had done it already. We had started it,
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Mr. Deputy Speaker. We participated in the Shanghai declaration on tech/voc
education, and we chaired the concluding thing. So when you want to look at
tech/voc education around the world we were leaders, [Desk thumping] and the
Minister of Tertiary Education had done a tremendous amount as far as that is
concerned.

The human resource management, organizational restructuring,
communications strategy, and so on; career guidance, we had career guidance
workshops across the country, and we had parenting in education, more than
30,000 parents participated in workshops throughout Trinidad and Tobago, getting
the information of how to deal with their children. Security and indiscipline in
school was taken care of. We employed 170 school safety officers. We had body
scanners. We had security officers sometimes 3.00 to 7.00 in all secondary
schools. We improved the Student Support Services Division, when we came in
there were about 350 student support services. Educational psychologists,
behavioural psychologists, clinical psychologists, [Desk thumping] all these people
we brought into the system. And our Prime Minister at that time ensured that we
had over close to 650 members and professionals in the Student Support Services
Division. [Desk thumping] So that we ensured that the children were taken care
of, there was one for each secondary school and there was one for probably every
two primary schools. Well, we fed—155,000 meals were served on a daily basis.
We served approximately three million meals per year for 200 days. And with the
Minister of Health we developed a draft national school nutrition policy, and over
the four years we had served close to 12 million meals to your students. [Desk
thumping] So when you want to know where the money gone, that is what part of
the money was spent on, education, and that is where it has gone. [Desk thumping]

In the little time | have left | want to compliment my colleague, the Member
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for Barataria/San Juan, for a [Desk thumping] tremendous response in the health
sector. | want to focus on the Couva Hospital. When we demitted office the
Couva hospital was ready to be used, and the Member for Fyzabad was at the
forefront with the Minister of Health with a programme, a phased basis
programme, to start work there. When the PNM came in, the PNM said, “We doh
have enough doctors and nurses”—I want you all to remember—“We doh have
enough doctors and nurses to run the hospital”. At that time over 500 nurses
waiting for jobs and over 300 doctors waiting for jobs, so that was the untruth.
Then they said they are waiting for a public-sector, private-sector partnership, well,
where has that been done? They came into Government to run the health sector,
they do not even have a plan. They say they are waiting for the Welch Report.
The Welch Report took two years; it came, the Prime Minister spoke about it. We
told him, “Go ahead and implement the plans from the Welch Report”, not one
thing was done and he wants to blame the Opposition for not implementing the
Welch Report. [Desk thumping] You are the Prime Minister, you are the
Government, implement what you think is necessary. You wanted our brainpower;
we have the brainpower on this side to give you, but you never asked for it. [Desk
thumping]

Then they came on after saying, private-sector, public-sector partnership,
they say they are going to give it to the University of the West Indies. They took a
$2 billion institution. Because they owe UWI $200 million they said, “All right,
UWI, take this, you run it”. UWI never run a parlour in their life. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, | worked with the University of the West Indies since 1985 as a lecturer
and then became a senior lecturer in 1993, and | taught until 2007, and we had two
faculties then, the faculty of UWI in Mount Hope and we had a faculty in Jamaica.

We had part in Barbados where only the final year was being done. | helped to
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open the medical school in Trinidad in 1987 with my senior colleagues. | was one
of the younger ones who had just came back in 1981 and | was made a lecturer and
they asked me to develop Mount Hope for the obstetrics and gynaecological part
and for teaching and research. So we opened it in 1987 and now the medical
school is now—13 and 19—32 years old. The first graduates came out in 1992.
Then I, and God bless his soul, Prof. Melville, and Prof. Phyllis Pitt-Miller went to
Bahamas and we helped to open the medical school in Bahamas in 1999. So the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital then became the teaching hospital for a fourth faculty.
So we have four faculties but the University of the West Indies is not about
running institutions, the University of the West Indies is about doing research, and
unfortunately the present Minister of Education does not seem to know that
hundreds of research papers have been done in medicine across the three or four
campuses, and right here in Trinidad even one professor has over 100 publications,
and there are many professors in medicine. So | do not know where he got this
idea that you want to have a centre of excellence to do research. Research is being
done in all the hospitals already by all the university professors and lecturers and
senior lecturers.

So when he speaks about primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary health
care, quaternary health care is being done in the hospitals as they are already. So
where are you going to take the doctors from? You are going to take them from
the Mount Hope and Port of Spain and San Fernando General Hospital and put
them across there and to do quaternary type of care? And what will happen to the
existing hospitals which are already providing the care? So you want to provide
quaternary care and the non-communicable diseases of diabetes, hypertension and
cancer, you cannot control and you are not doing anything to better that. That is

where the bread and butter of medicine is. [Desk thumping] This is where you
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have to get the population alert, educate them. Tell them this is what is needed. |
know he is trying but it needs to be accelerated, and if we were in Government we
would have accelerated the education system [Desk thumping] on prevention of
diabetes or early detection, hypertension—well, you cannot prevent it but you will
diagnose it early.

Deputy Speaker, 40 per cent of the Afro-Trinidadian population above 40
are hypertensive and more than 40 per cent of the East Indian population above 40
are diabetic, and this was done in a research work many, many years ago in the St.
James centre. So our job is to provide the ammunition and the health centres must
be open beyond the normal 4.00 p.m. [Desk thumping] When people are leaving
work they want to go and have their blood pressure checked and their diabetes
checked, and this is what we did. Out of the 105 health centres, we ensured that 65
of these were renovated and some were reconstructed, and we ensured that doctors,
nurses, pharmacists, and the whole personnel were there up to 9.00 in the evening
and up to 4.00 on weekends, and some of them were open continuously. There are
about eight district health facilities throughout Trinidad which are open 24 hours
around the clock. We need to make sure that they could do blood tests, they could
do ultrasound; they can do x-rays, and so on, in a number of days.

So why are we not doing the strengthening of the primary health care
system? For cancer, two cancers are preventable, cervical cancer in women, and of
course, to some extent, colonic cancer, both in men and women. So if a woman
has a pap smear every year for three years and then it is negative every two years
after, you would not get any cancer because nuns do not get cancer of the cervix,
so it is preventable. And if there is a family history of colonic cancer, you get a
colonoscopy every five years, you would prevent that. And then prostate cancer, a

lot of people, if they are diagnosed early, they can be saved and live for 15, 20
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years, Mr Deputy Speaker. And for breast cancer, how many mammogram
machines are across in our health centres or in our district health facilities, or in
hospitals? They are non-functional. They are not there. So when we talk about
preventing breast cancer you have to have the facilities for doing it. [Desk
thumping] You have the facilities for doing your pap smears in the 105 health
centres and in the 10 hospitals in Trinidad and Tobago, with the exception of St.
Ann’s.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, focus, | told the hon. Minister of Health that he
needs to get down—
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member, you have two more minutes.
Dr. T. Gopeesingh: Yeah. He needs to get down and get his Ministry people
working. We are on the same pathway as they are, we want good health for all the
citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. We do not want the hospital to be killing fields.
We do not want the accident and emergencies to be overflowing. We want patients
not to be occupying trolleys for three days and not having the attention. We share
the pain that he shares. [Desk thumping] We share the pain of the national
community. You think that we would have dedicated our lives for—I am a doctor
for almost 44 years now; Dr. Khan must be 30-something years; Dr. Bodoe, who is
a brilliant young gynaecologist—he is still very young—we dedicated our lives to
improvement of health care and patients’ lives were in our hands. [Desk thumping]
And so that we have a heart that is full for gold and therefore we want, for the
national community, we want our patients to do very well. So, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, on health and education we play no politics whatsoever from this side of
the bench. [Desk thumping] We want the same thing that the Government wants.
We are patriots and we want the best for our people of Trinidad and Tobago.
Thank you very much. [Desk thumping]
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11.00 p.m.

The Minister of Education (Hon. Anthony Garcia): Thank you very much, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. Mr. Deputy Speaker, it was not my intention to join the debate at
this time, but after hearing the Member for Caroni East and the misinformation
that he has spewed in this Chamber, | have a responsibility to this Chamber and to
the people of Trinidad and Tobago to correct some of the bad news that he has
been spreading.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have in my hand here a document that | got from the
Planning Division of the Ministry of Education. In other words, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, this document is authentic. The Member of Caroni East is claiming that
under his administration, they built or let me use his words, they started and
completed 106 schools. Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is furthest from the truth. Very
far from the truth. He is claiming, he is claiming that they started and completed
69 ECCE centres. He is claiming that they started and completed 31 primary
schools and he is claiming that they have started and completed six secondary
schools.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, just let me give you the facts. Yes, let me give you the
facts. Listening to him carefully, something really jumped out at me. He is
claiming that the La Fillette RC School was 22 per cent complete under his
stewardship. The La Fillette RC School falls under my constituency. Not a blade of
grass has been moved where that is concerned. Absolutely nothing has been done.
Yet, he is claiming 22 per cent completion. Absolutely nothing. Mr. Deputy
Speaker—

Hon. Member: Shame, shame, not a blade of grass.

Mr. Deputy Speaker.—We do not need for you to repeat, it has been

heard. Again, proceed Member of Arima.
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Hon. A. Garcia: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Member for Caroni East isclaiming that
they started and completed a number of primary schools. Those of us who travel
along the bus route and we would know as we approach Pasea Junction, that school
that has been there for a number of years, the Tunapuna Government Primary
School, this Minister is claiming that they started and they built that school. How
far from the truth could we get? [Crosstalk]

Let me, Mr. Deputy Speaker, talk about what is truth where this is concerned
and starting with the ECCE centres: the Aranguez ECCE centre was a project
started by the PNM administration, not by his administration. The Bon Air ECCE
centre was started by the PNM administration, the Carlsen Field ECCE centre was
another one that was started by the PNM administration, the La Joya ECCE centre,
a project started by the PNM administration, the Clarke Rochard Centre, again,
was started by PNM administration, the Cushe ECCE centre, a project started by
the PNM administration, the Edinburgh South ECCE centre, a project started by
the PNM administration, Edith Trace ECCE centre, again started by the PNM
administration, the Golconda ECCE centre, PNM administration, the Harmony
Hall ECCE centre started by the PNM administration, the La Horquetta South
ECCE centre, again, started by the PNM administration. The Lisa Gardens Project
was started by the PNM administration, the Lower Cumuto ECCE centr, again,
started by the PNM administration, the Maloney ECCE centre, and | am sure
Minister of Planning and Development knows about this one, is project that was
started by the PNM administration and it was opened in January 2010, before they
came into office. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Members, please.
Hon. A. Garcia: The Maraj Hill ECCE centre is a project that was started by the
PNM administration, the Maraval ECCE centre, a project started by the PNM
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administration; this was completed in May 2010, before the UNC came into office.
The Oropouche Gardens ECCE centre, again, this project was started by PNM
administration and this school was opened in May 2010. The Roystonia ECCE
centre was started by the PNM administration, it was completed and operational
under the PNM administration. The Retrench ECCE centre, again, a project started
by the PNM administration. St. Augustine North, the project started and completed
under the People’s National Movement. [Crosstalk]
Mr. Deputy Speaker: One second, MP for Arima again, again Standing Order 53
stands, the crosstalk, across the Chamber on both sides please, desist. Proceed.
Hon. A. Garcia: Mr. Deputy Speaker, of the 69 ECCE centres that the Member
for Caroni East claimed to have started and completed, 36 were started under PNM
administration [Desk thumping] [Crosstalk]
Dr. Gopeesingh: Mr. Speaker, | rise on the matter of clarification. Can he tell us
where he got that sort of information from? [Crosstalk]
Hon. Member: What is your Standing Order?
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Unless the Member gives way or unless it is a Standing
Order, either or. Proceed.
Hon. A. Garcia: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | now move on to the primary schools. The
Tunapuna Government Primary School, which | mentioned just now, he said that
school was started under the UNC; that school has been in existence for quite some
time. [Crosstalk]

The Penal Rock Road SDMS was a project started under the PNM
administration; the Palo Seco Government Primary School was a started project
started by PNM administration; the Lingua Presbyterian School was a project
started by the PNM administration; the Arima New Government School, a school

that resides in my constituency, a school that | am intimately involved in, that was
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started by a PNM administration. The Monkey Town Government Primary School
was started by a PNM administration; the Enterprise Government Primary School
was started by PNM administration; the Manzanilla/Nariva GPS, and this is school
that is close to my heart, because | started my teaching career at the North
Manzanilla Government School. When that school was dis-established, the
Manzanilla/Nariva Government Primary School was established under a PNM
administration. The Rose Hill RC School, another important school that was started
by the PNM administration; the Egypt Village Government Primary School, a
project started by the PNM administration. The Point Cumana RC School, started
by the PNM administration.

And as | see the Minister of Finance enter, the Paramin RC School was
started by the PNM administration. [Desk thumping]. Penal/Quinam Government
Primary School, a project started by the PNM administration; the Durham Village
SDMS was started by the PNM administration. Of the 31 schools claimed by the
Member for Caroni East, 13 of these schools were started by the PNM
administration.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I now bring to the attention of this House, the schools in
the secondary sector. Marabella South was a project that was completed by the
PNM administration in May 2010. It was completed in May 2010. The Aranguez
North Secondary School, a project started by the PNM administration; the Couva
West Government Secondary School, a project started by the PNM administration.
The Princes Town East Secondary School, a project started by the PNM
administration. And this one is important, this one is important, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the Five Rivers Secondary School, I taught in that school for 10 years, |
taught woodwork, remember that. That was started by the PNM administration. The

St. Augustine Secondary School, this underwent retrofitting and outfitting and this
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was done by a PNM administration.

In other words, Mr. Deputy Speaker, not one secondary school was started
under the UNC administration. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is really strange that a former Minister of Education
who occupied such an important portfolio could stand before this Parliament
Chamber and give so much untruth that it really makes me shiver.

Dr. Gopeesingh: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | stand on 48(4) and (6), improper

motives and the rest for you to appreciate. He said that | am speaking untruths; |

spoke no untruth and I gave the whole truth to this Parliament.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member, thank you. Overruled, proceed. [Crosstalk]

Hon. A. Garcia: Thank you very much. Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me continue

from where | started.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: One second, one second. Member for Moruga/Tableland, |

think I need to identify you now, it is too continuous. Proceed, Member for Arima.

Hon. A. Garcia: Thank you very much. Let me go back to where | started. | said,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, this information came from the Planning Unit of the Ministry
of Education, it is authentic. [Crosstalk]

| just want to take the opportunity very briefly to talk about laptops and |
heard again the Member for Caroni East talk about this Government or his
administration provided some 95,000 laptops to our students. Everybody in this
country knows that that laptop initiative by the Government was a fiasco. No
infrastructure was put in place, students were given inferior laptops that lasted two
or three months and | am talking from personal experience, Mr. Deputy Speaker. |
have two grandchildren who live with me, they were given laptops and in a matter
of two months the laptops were no more.

They had no infrastructure, including Internet service and connectivity, there
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was none in the schools. The teachers were not trained, it is only now that we are
training more than 2,000 teachers, no training was done where teachers were
concerned. The curriculum, there was no curriculum that was developed to support
ICT in education and these are some of things that led to that initiative being a total
and complete failure; this administration is correcting that.

And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | promise not to be long, but I just want to ensure
that the—this House remembers the fact that we have engaged in what we refer to
as the Laventille/Morvant Project that is of tremendous success. It is built on four
pillars: promoting discipline, learning and teaching, parental involvement and
quality education. Mr. Deputy Speaker, in spite of the fact that these schools, 25
schools, reside in the Laventille/Morvant area that has its challenges, we have not
heard any major incidents of indiscipline among the students. It tells us, and
certainly it tells me, that the students of the 25 schools in that area are benefiting
from what is being offered. There has been a marked improvement in their
performance in the academics, particularly in the area of reading, there has been a
marked improvement and, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are proud to state that this is
one of hallmarks of this administration, and of this Ministry of Education. I thank
you very much. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: | recognize the Member for Chaguanas East.

[MADAM SPEAKER in the Chair]
Mr. Fazal Karim (Chaguanas East): Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
for allowing me the opportunity to say a few words on this very important aspect
of a presentation made by hon. Minister of Finance on the midterm budget. Madam
Speaker, in thanking you for allowing me to join this debate, | want to take this
opportunity to commend and congratulate our Leader of the Opposition, Member

of Parliament for Siparia, for her very comprehensive response—{Interruption]—
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and erudite as my colleague from Tabaquite is saying, with respect to the
presentation made today by the Minister of Finance. And one of the differences in
her contribution was that it was not the same that we were hearing all the time for
the past couple years, and almost a repeat of some of the budget speeches, but she
walked with a plan in hand today and read from that plan. [Desk thumping]
11.15 p.m.

| want to also take this opportunity to commend all my colleagues who
spoke before for their excellent contributions, but, Madam Speaker, it is incumbent
upon me to make a few remarks and comments on the contribution of the Member
for Arima, since my colleague, former Minister of Education would have spoken
before and is not in a position to respond.

Madam Speaker, what the Member for Arima was doing was, really in a
sense, responding to the list of schools, the 106 schools, that were constructed
under the People’s Partnership led by Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar, [Desk
thumping] and what we were having from the Member for Arima was a rebuttal.
And the Member went on to say, that he was reading from a document given to
him by the planning unit or the planning division of the Ministry of Education.

And, Madam Speaker, | ask the question: Why is the Member for Arima,
Minister of Education, who would have heard this, as he said, on numerous
occasions, wait for tonight to respond to this? Why did the director of school
supervision—why did the chief education officer not, not even the division of
education services or the hierarchy or the Permanent Secretary, why was an issue,
a communique, not released authentically from the Ministry of Education refuting
those claims? [Desk thumping] And, Madam Speaker, | can say this authoritatively
as well, because | was a teacher for many years in the education system.

Dr. Rambachan: Good work there.
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Mr. F. Karim: And, Madam Speaker, the Member indicated that he did not plan
to speak and he did say a few words tonight, but I thought it would have been
necessary, important and required of the hon. Minister of Education, the Member
for Arima, to speak early in this debate, particularly since this is a midterm budget,
and he would have gotten, that Ministry would have gotten among the one, two,
three, if not the largest chunk of the 2019 budget of approximately $7.3 billion.

Madam Speaker, | just want to respond, as | indicated, with respect to the
schools. | can tell you from my perspective as the Member of Parliament for
Chaguanas East, and we have two unfinished schools in my constituency, both of
which the Minister is on record in this Parliament in response to questions | would
have asked, particularly with respect to the Dass Trace Early Childhood Care and
Education Centre in Enterprise, and also the Egypt Oasis Primary School in
Enterprise, both of which were constructed during the period of time of the
People’s Partnership led by Mrs. Persad-Bissessar under the stewardship of my
colleague the then Minister of Education, and the Minister of Education now,
Member for Arima, indicated that they were 99 per cent completed. | want to ask:
Did it take three and a half years to be unable to finish 1 per cent? Have those
schools opened and utilized for the students [Desk thumping] and the parents of
Enterprise?

Madam Speaker, he indicated, | do not know which Egypt he was talking
about, because he said Dass Trace as well—ECCE Centre was built under the
People’s National Movement. I ask my colleague, my friend from Arima, to—
maybe he should take the director of education planning and go and read the notice
board in front of the school, the Dass Trace ECCE Centre, because that board will
tell you the contractor’s name, the date of commencement of construction, the

approximate date of completion of construction and a number of other important
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details, so | believe that that has to be corrected.

Madam Speaker, | just conferred with my two colleagues here, he also
mentioned the fact that the Roystonia ECCE Centre was completed by the PNM.
My colleague, the Member of Parliament for Couva North, where Roystonia is
located, did confirm that it was built under the PNM, but it was never
operationalized. The People’s Partnership had to operationalize that ECCE centre.

Similarly, | also am raising this matter on behalf of my colleague the
Member of Parliament for Couva South who has advised me that the Lisas Gardens
ECCE Centre was built and operationalized under Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar
and Dr. Tim Gopeesingh [Desk thumping] under the People’s Partnership.

| was just passed as well, a note, by Dr. Gopeesingh, who indicated in
response to the comment made on terms of laptops that many of these laptops were
not working, two to three months they lasted for. Well, how come it is only a few?
Only tonight | am hearing about this. We do not know about this. But | want to
also indicate, Dr. Gopeesingh said that 125 secondary schools had broadband
connectivity between five to 50 megabytes, and a few had up to 100 megabytes,
and this is the information | have received and | want to communicate that in
response to the information by the former Minister of Education.

Hon. Member: False news.

Mr. F. Karim: And these, as a matter of fact as well, these ECCE Centres
indicated, they had started under Haji schools which were abandoned and left with
$60 million under the former PNM administration. They could never have been
built, therefore you could not say that you had constructed any of these. And as a
matter of fact, as we were talking about education and schooling, my colleague
also reminds me that over 6,000 teachers were trained in the laptop ICT initiatives.

Hon. Member: Serious?
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Mr. F. Karim: And | can tell you, | can say this with authority, as the Minister
responsible for the NESC, the National Energy Skills Centre, that institution was
also involved in training teachers in ICT. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, | have heard very often my colleague, the Minister of
Education, speak about the success of the Morvant/Laventille School Improvement
Project or initiative. And, you know, we listened to that and we applaud the
initiative, but | want to also tell the Minister of Education, | had requested a similar
project in a similar kind of environment for the people of Enterprise, and | await
when you are going to launch, together with us, the Enterprise school improvement
project under the Ministry of Education.

Mr. Garcia: Patience.

Mr. F. Karim: Madam Speaker, | now want to make a few remarks with respect
to Head 30, Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development, which received
a supplemental allocation, an increase of $39.258 million. And the reason that was
given for this increase, was to meet increased expenditure as a result of the
recruitment of additional On-the-Job Trainees. With effect from November 2018,
what we are told is that there was an average of 400 trainees that were recruited per
month.

In addition to that, if |1 have the time, I will make some comments with
respect to the CCC programme which has received an increase of $12 million, the
Civilian Conservation Corps.

Madam Speaker, just for the records, | also had the privilege as Minister of
Tertiary Education and Skills Training to oversee the On-the-Job Training
Programme. And the OJT Programme really was initiated to assist those persons
particularly in the age group 16 to 35 years old to improve their marketability. It

develops strategies in terms of positive work attitude, inspire and motivate trainees
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to maximize the benefits to be derived from participating in a programme such as
this, and to improve their interpersonal, their intra-personal, their communication
skills, and to build a proper workforce ethic in terms of these young and future
employees.

Madam Speaker, one of the things that | noted when | was going through the
information was that, while these trainees as the document indicated—and this was
to cater for an increase of about 400 trainees every month towards the end of the
programme. One of the things that it also mentioned in terms of this allocation was
that it had to cater for pre-employment training at the Cipriani College of Labour
and Co-operative Studies.

Madam Speaker, you may recall because | raised that question during the
Standing Finance Committee meeting, and | asked the Minister of Labour and
Small Enterprise Development: How is it possible that for all these 400 trainees
that you are recruiting every month, that you are bringing them to one venue for
the pre-employment training in the north? Why is it not possible to have other
venues of training, the pre-employment training?

Madam Speaker, | just want to indicate to you that what | found out is that
for a trainee who lives in Cedros, for example, and has to commute to a five-day or
a four-day workshop at the Cipriani College of Labour and Co-Operative Studies
in north Trinidad, they will spend $12 via a taxi from Cedros to Point Fortin. Then
they will take another taxi from Point Fortin to San Fernando at the cost of $15,
and then from San Fernando to Curepe they have to take a third taxi at the cost of
$17 which gives you a one-way fare from Cedros to Curepe of $44. And therefore,
to go back home is $88 for the day, and when you multiply that for five days, that
young trainee has to expend $420 to leave Cedros, and that does not take into

consideration the time that young person has to leave home to reach on time for an
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orientation programme, and then to return home after that orientation programme.

Madam Speaker, when | asked that question, the hon. Minister of Labour
and Small Enterprise Development indicated to me that this was so because they
got the facility at the Cipriani College of Labour and Co-Operative Studies free of
charge.

Madam Speaker, we have here in our midst now, the Minister of Education
who is responsible for schools throughout this country, many of which have large
multipurpose halls, they have also lecture rooms. And you also have
denominational schools, you have community centres, you have regional centres,
you have even businesses who might want to give you it free of charge. You have
a lot of facilities which were under the former Ministry of Tertiary Education and
Skills Training. In almost every part in this country, you might be able to find a
tertiary centre.

For example, we would have held training at NESC facility at the
roundabout in Point Lisas which could hold over 2,500 persons. You could use the
UTT facility. What we are seeing is that you are now really breaking down the
University of Trinidad and Tobago, the current campus is being closed; you have a
hall there. Why is it not possible for the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise
Development to liaise and to work in tandem with the Ministry of Education to
decentralize the pre-employment training and reduce the hardships on these young
future employees?

And therefore, Madam Speaker, | think it is very important for us to
understand that in a situation like Tobago, it will be easier because you may have
one centre or one facility at Scarborough.

Madam Speaker, when we ask the question, what is being done at these

pre-employment seminars?—and | want to indicate to you what would be the
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status of this project. When you go to these pre-employment seminars what they
do, as | indicated, they will do, you know, situations in terms of training of
modules, of communication skills, of problem solving and different things. But
why was it necessary under the Ministry of Tertiary Education and Skills Training
formerly, under me, we would have developed what was called “Pathways to
living well: curriculum for national life skills education programme”, and we
developed in terms of modules, of communication, employment and financial
management skills, managing the environment, interpersonal and intrapersonal; we
would have had a workbook, as well as a textbook.

And, Madam Speaker, | want to indicate, the sad thing about this is that the
Ministry of Education and subsequent to it the National Training Agency which
was responsible for this life skills unit, it was then transferred under this
administration to the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development. What
was transferred was the entire responsibility of the National Training Agency and
its responsibility in terms of the life skills curriculum. And as a matter of fact,
Madam Speaker, the life skills unit under the National Training Agency was closed
down and has been closed down.

And | want to read from a report, with your permission, of a survey that was
done in collaboration with the National Training Agency and the International
Labour Organization entitled, “The Status of Employability Skills in Trinidad and
Tobago™.

And one of the things that document spoke about is that, measured skills
were clustered into foundation skills and for employability skills. The clusters of
employability skills were namely, “Learning to Learn”, “Communication”,
“Teamwork™ and “Problem Solving”.

But what really convinced me that the method that we were using with
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respect to pre-employment service training was that we were on the right track, and
the body of knowledge and information that we had developed was very
appropriate, is when | was reading in this very same document—and there was a
survey done—what they indicated was that, there were necessary foundation skills,
and these were employee responses that were lacking and therefore, needed to be
upgraded or needed to be delivered to these young persons, and they were as
follows:

e Demonstrates appropriate levels of reading, writing and arithmetic ability.

e Secondly, exerts high level of effort and perseverance towards work matters

and goals.

e Thirdly, maintains a positive view of self-esteem.

e Fourthly, demonstrates an understanding of friendliness, respect...

—and so on. And all of these were geared towards really improving the

quality of the trainee.

Madam Speaker, as | am speaking about this OJT Programme, | can give
you statistics that will indicate the number of persons who were placed during the
period of time that | was responsible for the programme, and the number of
persons who are placed subsequently. And when you look at it, you would see that
there was an almost 40 per cent reduction in the amount of persons who were
placed.

One would have expected, Madam Speaker, that as the economy, you know,
goes through a period of depression as it were or even in some cases some people
describe it as recession, you would find that where there is no—it is further away
from full employment, in order words, where there is a higher level of

unemployment, more persons will want to access the On-the-Job Training
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Programme; remember that this goes from an age group of 16 to 35 years old.

And what is happening is that, what we are finding is that although it is
on-the-job training and it is really geared towards persons who are now entering
the job market, there are many persons who have lost their jobs and who are losing
their jobs, and on a daily basis | am advised—»because they also contact me—that
they are applying to the OJT to see whether they could get something to do.

Madam Speaker, | do not think we really understand and appreciate to some
extent the challenges and the difficulties that people go through when they do not
have a job. And therefore, it is important for us that not only is the OJT
Programme, it must continue, and | support the initiative, and | am indicating here
what we should do is, to increase the amount of persons who can access the OJT
Programme.

And we must not do that because we are approaching an election year or we
are in an election year, we must do that because we genuinely care and are
concerned about those young people. Many thousands of them, as we speak now
in this month of May, would be writing their examinations. Some may be doing
their final exams, some may be doing year one or year two, and therefore it is
important for us to take care of these young persons. And it is not only about those
who are coming out of academia, it is also those who are coming out across the
spectrum of education institutions, be they academic or be they technical and
vocational, or maybe some of them would have left; notice the age group, 16 years.
So some of them may have, after they have graduated from CSEC or ordinary level
or may not even go onto CAPE and advance levels, or even if they do go on to
that, they may not have the wherewithal to go on to tertiary education.

Madam Speaker, | just want to make a point here with respect to—and |
noticed that the hon. Minister laid the policy, the White Paper in terms of, | think,
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itis 2017—2022, the White Paper on education. [Crosstalk] Sorry. Yeah.
Madam Speaker: Member.
Mr. F. Karim: Sorry. Yeah. And what | was indicating is that, while | was going
through that document, I noticed that there was a chapter entitled “Higher
Education”.

Madam Speaker, had my colleague from Arima asked me, | would have
helped him to some extent, and that is, I want to put to rest the “mis-notion” as it
were, that not everybody requires a higher education, but everybody requires
further education. And | want to commend him to the extent where he must now
consider even reviewing that document and writing the chapter as such, “higher
education vis-a-vis further education”.

Madam Speaker, what is lamentable as well about the OJT Programme is
that they are understaffed, and | would have expected as | asked the hon. Minister
during the Finance Committee meeting: Are you going to be increasing your staff?
And her response was that, “yes, we will be considering it, and we did not get the
complement”. I think it is important for us if we are recruiting persons, to tell the
national community what are these positions.

| have said many times over and over that people need to know what are the
jobs available. We have been hearing about the dry docking facility in La Brea.
Do we know what the skill sets that are required? Are we going to be having
increased number of persons through the OJT Programme? We heard this evening
about the Ministry of Health, we heard about construction, we heard about so many
other things. Why are we not advertising? And why did we disband the concept
that was started under the People’s Partnership Government led by Mrs.
Persad-Bissessar under my responsibility where we had OJT sectoral?

You see, we talk about the mismatch of skills, but inadvertently by not doing
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what we are supposed to do, we contribute to the further mismatch of skills; and
how does that happen?

If you went to study at a tertiary institution or at a vocational institution, but
you are being placed in a job for which you did not study, what we are contributing
to is further underemployment. And when we align what people study and pursue
as a future career with what they do on the job, we make sure that there is an
increased level of productivity and a better match between what you are trained.
And therefore, we must be able to protect ourselves and the graduates and the
future graduates, against what [ call “the discouraged graduate” and the
“discouraged worker”.

A discouraged graduate is defined by me as one who having gone through a
period of study has certain expectations, one of which would be employment,
comes out, writes resumes, writes so many applications, does not even get a
respond and therefore, is left on the breadline.

Madam Speaker, we also have to be concerned in the OJT Programme about
those who I describe as “neet”, N-E-E-T, those who are neither in education nor
employment or training, because if we do not do that, and if we do not have the
OJT Programme to respond—and | know that my colleague, the Member for Diego
Martin North/East, | would have inherited that OJT Programme from him during
his time when he was Minister of Science, Technology and Tertiary Education. |
think he understands as Minister of Finance. Maybe no wonder why he has this
allocation of $39.2 million to ensure that the OJT Programme continues; but one of
the things that we must also ensure as well is that we have the adequate amount of
staff to service the needs of our trainees on the job.

Madam Speaker, what happens is that you have a number of regions, and

these regions are supposed to be manned by adequate amounts of marketing and
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placement officers. You know, in any one region, if you are saying that you are
hiring about 400 trainees per month, you could calculate that for the year. And in
any one region you might find that you do not have more than two or three or
sometimes they have one marketing and placement officer. What does that
marketing and placement officer do? They visit the trainee at their place of work,
they discuss with the employer a lot of things about the trainee; how they are
performing. But you know what, Madam Speaker? While there is a discussion
being engaged with the officer and the employer, there is no assessment sheet,
there is no report that is taken back, so how are you going to get that feedback into
process improvement?

Another thing about the OJT Programme that | think that we also need to
look at is, how is it possible for us to engage the employer to see by their
progress—that is the trainee—whether they could be absorbed as a full time or a
part time or a contract employee on their payroll. And | can tell you as a former
CEO of the National Training Agency, we had some trainees there and we were
proud to employ them because we were able to nurture them in the environment in
which we worked.

In addition to that, | know my colleague from Arouca/Maloney would not
want me to end my contribution without making any reference to CVQ, | know
that she loves that qualification. And that CVVQ is something—what | want to do,
Madam Speaker, is to encourage the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise
Development and certainly employers to assist these graduates, these trainees to, at
least, progress into another qualification which is a work experience qualification
or an on-the-job experience qualification. So you might be able to get a unit award
in administrative office procedures or in ICT and therefore, not only will your

presence in the organization and receiving your stipend, not only will that assist
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you in terms of your marketability, but also while you are there what you learn can
be assessed and you can be awarded a qualification.

Madam Speaker, | want to also indicate that one of the things, as | said
before, that we were able to assist with is we had a numbers of offices throughout
the country. We had offices in Point Fortin, in Rio Claro, in Princes Town, in
Couva, in Point Lisas and so on. And one of the reasons for that is that we will
able to facilitate those young persons or those persons within the age group who
want to access an OJT programme.

In addition to which, one of the reasons for those offices is so that they will
be able to create a database of the economic environment, the geographical space,
for example, the office in Point Lisas will be able to interface with the employers
and will be able to find out what are the needs of those employers and therefore, to
match the graduate trainee in terms of their job opportunities.

Madam Speaker, if we do not do this, we are going to simply spend money,
$39.2 million for the continuity of an OJT Programme towards the end of the fiscal
year, but in terms of the purpose-driven approach to OJT and to train and
development, we would have missed that.

Hon. Member: It is a purposeful job.

Mr. F. Karim: Madam Speaker, | want to also indicate that there is little or no
monitoring and evaluation, and you know and | know and all of us and my
colleague from Arima will know, that once you are engaged in training and
development there must be some monitoring and developmental approach—my
colleague from the feedback. So that my colleague from Arima might tell us that
one of the ways in which he does that with the teachers, will be through the process
of clinical supervision; and | have explained what that is before, so | do not need to

go there.
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Madam Speaker, | want with the little time that | have remaining to indicate
that | may say a few words now with respect to the Civilian Conservation Corps,
but before | do so, | want to also mention that when we look at the OJT
Programme you will find that some companies are also writing, | have received
letters saying that they are finding it difficult to get trainees.

And therefore, | want to suggest that while the OJT Programme affords the
opportunity for companies both in the private sector and the public sector to
receive these trainees and to engage them in terms of employment, | do not think
that the uptake in the private sector has been very strong. The Government sector
has been very strong because they have a number of Ministries and agencies and so
on.

But one of the things that prevents the private sector from taking up the
opportunity to employ a lot more of these trainees is because of the fact that, while
they are entitled to a reimbursement of the wage or the stipend that they will pay to
these trainees, they find it difficult in retrieving that money on a timely basis.

In addition to that, many of the employers complain that the process is time
consuming and bureaucratic, and when the application moves towards the OJT
office, it goes to the director, and from the director it goes to OSHA to ensure that
the premises and the properties are OSHA compliant, and some of them do not
make that compliance and therefore, it is very difficult.

What | have also noticed and, again, this is feedback from people who are
trainees, is that the programme is not stringently marketed and promoted. Madam
Speaker, | do not know if you would have ever seen but during my time—

Madam Speaker: Thank you. Member for Chaguanas East, your original
speaking time is now spent. You are entitled to 15 more minutes if you wish to

complete.
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Mr. F. Karim: Thank you.
Madam Speaker: Please, proceed. [Desk thumping]
Mr. F. Karim: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | was
indicating that a lot of these private sector people are finding it difficult because of
what they consider to be very stringent and sometimes bureaucratic things, but |
believe in all my heart that, once given the opportunity, that these young trainees
will become permanent employees, as | indicated, of the organization because of
the kind of training that they would have gotten.

| want to also mention before | go on to the other thing, a few things,
because sometimes, you know, when we come to and we speak here, people say,
“but you might make comments, you might talk about a programme, but what
about the recommendation™? “What would you do if you were in charge of the
programme?” And I want to say a few things about that.

11.45 p.m.

Madam Speaker, before | go to there, I was just reading a column in the
newspaper, and it really was on Mothers’ Day, and it was entitled, “Vox Pop”, and
in one of our local newspapers, six mothers were asked questions, and out of those
six mothers that were asked—what are the challenges you face as a mother?—that
was the question—four out of those six indicated that they were finding it difficult
financially to cope, and one or two of them said that they did not have any jobs and
so on. But in terms of the recommendations for the On-the-Job Training
Programme, in terms of its future, | think what we could also like look at, | would
like to recommend and to suggest, why do we not consider the implementation of a
means test to prioritize the application, interview and assignment. Very often all of
the applications go into a pool, and | do not think that we have—unless we have

the interviews, we just have an interview and maybe we might say that person is
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suitable or not, or not ready as yet. But | believe just like in the case of the GATE
Programme that has started with the Minister of Education now, which we would
look at in the future, at another occasion, | believe if you look at the means test you
can see the dire need or the severity of that and the urgency of that need for people
to be employed.

Madam Speaker, you may not believe this, but there are husbands and wives,
in the same family, who depend on OJT and who are employees on the OJT
Programme, so hence the reason why | am talking about the priority. Secondly, |
want to suggest to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and the Minister of
Finance is here, and he may say that he would have heard this before. Maybe he
has, but | have not heard it in a while. Why do we not consider really, for all of
these foreign investors, asking them to make a contribution to a national training
fund. That training fund would assist in expanding the programme, it will allow
for innovation and entrepreneurship, the retaining of displaced workers, some of
them might have been within this age group. It will address as well the structural
or the cyclical or the technological aspect of unemployment, and very importantly,
it might also do what people do abroad, by issuing training vouchers to those who
may be in need, and help to redirect the workforce.

Madam Speaker, | think it is also important for us to look at the whole
diversification. | do not think if you analyse the On-the-Job trainees, many of
whom go into different companies, you would not see it very widespread in terms
of diversification of the offerings, and | think what is very important as well, is that
particularly in terms of the difficulty we are going through as an oil-based
economy and now gas-based as well in the recent years, that we look at very
different opportunities in terms of the skill set.

| believe as well that there should be—again, | want to make a plug for the
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reintroduction of decentralized offices and particularly in terms of the context of
the geography and the places that people live. | also want to make mention of the
fact that | heard the Minister of Health indicating this evening that the Couva
children’s hospital that was ecarmarked for children—and my colleague the
Member for Barataria/San Juan would have made comments about this—is going
to be fully utilized by the University of the West Indies, and now we are having
mixed signals out of the Ministry of Education and the University of the West
Indies. At one time we were hearing it is no longer the law faculty at Penal/Debe
campus. A next time we are hearing the University of the West Indies say, they
want to consider medical training. Now, what we are hearing is that the Faculty of
Education and Humanities in addition to ROYTEC is going to be having classes at
the south campus. Whatever it is going to be I think it is an opportunity as well for
the expansion of OJTs in that area, and certainly in terms of that institution.

Madam Speaker, as | move on now to the Civilian Conservation Corps, |
just want to mention that that programme also has to deal with young persons
between the ages of 16 to 25. When | asked hon. Minister of National Security
about that in the finance committee, he did allude to the fact correctly that there
were eight offices in Sangre Grande, in Barataria, Chaguanas, Rio Claro, et cetera,
and one in Tobago. But what was happening is that he also indicated that there
were approximately 800 trainees in the programme, but what we would have seen
Is that there is a reduction in the number of trainees in the programme. It used to
be approximately 1,200. And this programme is different to the OJT, although it is
a training company and does well for the CCC, and what happens is that there are
two cycles, two six-month cycles and one of the differences of the stipend to the
OJT Programme is that this is a lower level of stipend, at $90 per day. | can tell

you when | was Minister | would have taken a Cabinet Note asking for the stipends
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to be increased, and then the Member for Diego Martin North/East, Minister of
Finance, | recalled in the first budget speech would have also increased the stipend.
What was important as well in terms of the CCC is that we have a number of—we
have life skills that is being taught between the first three months, which is more or
less at the centres, and then the trainees are being asked to go out together with
what is called the team commanders, and they look for jobs, whether it is a tailor
shop, or whether it is beauty salon, or whatever it is, so that you would have been
having instructors and managers on the programme in different places.

| just wanted to mention as well, Madam Speaker, with respect to the CCC
programme is that while this might be to some extent heavily in terms of
environmental, we would want to also indicate as well that we should look at the
repertoire of occupational skills that would be necessary for us as we move
towards ensuring that there is a closer fit between education, training and the
workforce. Madam Speaker, | think one of the things that we need to do with this
programme as indeed with the OJT Programme and many other such programmes,
IS to insist that we have a Tracer study done so that we would be able to look at
what happens after the post-training events and activities, and therefore, how
effective has the training been conducted. How effective the results that we
expect, the outcomes, the learning outcomes as well as the occupational outcomes.

Madam Speaker, one of the other things that we are very concerned about as
well is the attrition rate. | would have described, when | was Minister, one of the
things | noted was that some of these trainees | described not in any derogatory
manner, but I described them as “programme hoppers”, that is, they would go from
one programme to the next, or maybe they would do two programmes within the
same day, and the reason for that, it was being motivated by the stipend, so where

you do not have a stipend, you do not have the kind of response to the
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programmes. One of the things as well | have found from my research in terms of
some of the concerns of the CCC programme was the lack of funding, and now we
are seeing that we have $12 million, but that, I am advised, that while the $12
million is welcome, it is not close to what would have been expected to increase
the intake of trainees in the programme. Among the other things that we are
looking at in terms of the regions is the aspect of vehicles where people would
move—it is a mobile facility as well, that they allow trainees to be transported to
the venues. So, the vehicles, the stipends, and what we also noticed is that a
number of the instructors are retirees from the Trinidad and Tobago Regiment or
the Defence Force.
Madam Speaker, as | conclude | just want to indicate having looked at the
OJT Programme and looked the CCC—and | only do that with respect to the
allocations that were made, because | wanted to state with respect to what was
done in the supplemental debate—I want to say that what we have found, | noticed
that the Minister of Finance in his presentation this evening would have spoken
about GATE, he would have spoken about the health programme, and he indicated
that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago is very focused on developing human
capital. But when you examine the facts of what we would have experienced in this
country, you would have seen over the past couple of years that there have been
significant cuts in programmes. You can see that as, again | just draw the example
of UTT, at Corinth Teachers’ College, from what we understand, the teachers are
going to be sent to Valsayn, and | asked the Minister of Education. | know he said
no decision has been made as yet, but if a decision is being made to transfer those
teachers or to accept teachers from the south through the UTT programme in
Valsayn Teachers’ College in the north, why do we not use the Faculty of

Education and Humanities of the University of the West Indies to take care of that
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slack of those who want to pursue that training?

Madam Speaker, what we would have seen is that also a cut in training
centres and trade schools. We would have seen a cut in stipends. We would have
seen a cut in terms of career guidance, reduced employment opportunities, the
underemployment of graduates, entrepreneurship opportunities. |1 do not think we
have seen anything in terms of youth innovation, there may be one or two aspects
of youth innovation, but in terms of the CCC, particularly in terms of the OJT
Programme. Reduced scholarships, we would see that is very evident from what
we are looking at here, and therefore what we can say is that we have seen a high
level as well, the evidence suggests, a high level of failure in basic subjects, and
therefore it is important for us as we strive to develop our human resource capacity
that we will take care of these programmes, and | also want to indicate that again, |
ask the Minister of Education and also the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise
Development to ensure that we have improvements to these programmes; the
Minister of National Security in terms of CCC, the OJT Programme in terms of the
Ministry of Labour, and we would provide a sense of hope for the future for our
young people in our country. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

[Hon. Imbert, Mr. Padarath and Mr. Indarsingh stand]

Madam Speaker: Member for Princes Town.

Mr. Barry Padarath (Princes Town): Thank you, Madam Speaker. [Desk
thumping] Madam Speaker, | want to thank you for the opportunity to be able to
contribute to today’s debate, especially at a time when there are major issues that
are affecting our country, but there are basic commaodities that our citizens are not
being provided with. | often say sometimes when one door closes another one
opens. And as you know, | have been trying to raise the issue of the water shortage

In my constituency in particular, and it is in that context | say when one door closes
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another one opens. Because, Madam, | am looking at particularly Head 42, the
Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government which has $39 million
allocated for several regional corporations. And, Madam, when you look at the
breakdown of those regional corporations you will notice that 2.5 million has been
allocated for the Princes Town Regional Corporation.

Mr. Al-Rawi: Madam Speaker, Standing Order 55(1)(b). The third speaker to go
into detail on this Head.

Mr. B. Padarath: No one spoke about the Princes Town Regional Corporation.
[Crosstalk]

Mr. Al-Rawi: They all had the issue of water and provision.

Mr. B. Padarath: This is local government.

Mr. Al-Rawi: Same Head.

Mr. Imbert: | will have the last word on water.

Madam Speaker: Please continue, Member for Princes Town.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, as | indicated,
Head 42, Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government, and | am
particularly concerned about the Princes Town Regional Corporation and the Rio
Claro/Mayaro Regional Corporation in the context of the allocations that they have
been provided with.

Madam Speaker, when we look at the explanation for these two particular
expenses of expenditure you will see that the explanation that was provided
indicates that this is for water trucking services, scavenging purposes, for the
purposes of paying the rental for councillors’ offices and for the operations of local
government with respect to rental. That was the explanation that was provided in
the context of the breakdown. Madam, | will deal specifically first with the

Princes Town Regional Corporation in the context of the water trucking supply;
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2.5 million, Madam. You will recall that when | raised the issue in the Standing
Finance Committee | told the hon. Minister of Rural Development and Local
Government that in the context of the Princes Town Regional Corporation
receiving $83 million as their annual allocation, a further $20 million would be
required in terms of supplementary funding to add to that $83 million in order to
take us to the end of the financial year.

Madam Speaker, right now we are in the month of May. We still have the
month of June, July, August and part of September to go, with respect to the
financial year. At this point for water trucking services and other services, the
Princes Town Regional Corporation has only received 48 per cent of the $83
million that has been allocated. So you are four months short of the end of the
financial year and you have not even reached 50 per cent in terms of the
disbursement, which has severely affected the explanation when it comes to water
trucking services. Madam, if you understand the geography of the constituencies
of Princes Town, Moruga/Tableland, Naparima, Mayaro, you will understand that
there are some parts of these constituencies that fall under the remit of the Princes
Town Regional Corporation, and the Rio Claro/Mayaro Regional Corporation that
require truck borne supply of water. Madam, there are parts of these constituencies
that have been without water for two months and more, and that are dependent on
truck borne water. Madam, with an allocation of $2.5 million, which we told was
supplementary funding, you would be surprised to know that water trucking
services have stopped in these constituencies because contractors have not been
paid. Madam, you would be surprised to know that there are communities that are
totally dependent on truck borne supplies of water as opposed to pipe borne supply
because there is no infrastructure in those particular regions. When you look at the

Tableland area, the Rio Claro/Mayaro area, the Curosan area, the situation is dire,
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and that is why | said when one door closes another one opens, because $2.5
million cannot satisfy the arrears that are existing from the period January 2019 to
where we are today. So essentially, when | asked in the Standing Finance
Committee whether or not this funding would be used to clear out the arrears for
truck borne water for the period January to May 2019, | was told no. It will be
used for supplementary funding for the period May to September.

Madam, that in my respectful view is playing smart with foolishness,
because what is going to happen is that contractors expect to be paid their arrears
first [Desk thumping] before they supply between May to September. So, | would
not like to think that the hon. Minister misled us when he told us that it was
supplementary funding. But the hon. Minister, we have written to the hon.
Minister from the Princes Town Regional Corporation indicating that with $83
million that you have allocated for the financial year we will need an additional 20
to supplement the needs when it comes to water trucking services. Because we
have been told since last year that we would face a severe drought, and therefore
we had to have a contingency plan when it comes to water trucking services. So
you cannot come not even at the 11" hour, at the 12" hour while people are
suffering for basic commaodities in this country, you cannot come to tell us you are
going to give us $2.5 million to satisfy arrears between the period January to May,
take us from May to September, and on top of that we would be able to clear out
the issues of the garbage collection, which I will come to in a little while.

You know, Madam, | have heard today, glowing things that the Minister of
Finance has had to say about the economy in term of the growth of the economy.
But when we cannot satisfy the basic needs and commodities of citizens then we
are a failed country and we are a failed state. [Desk thumping] And the Minister

of Finance has failed. So therefore, there is really no turnaround. You know,
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Madam Speaker, if we were to take the Minister of Finance’s own words and we
were to believe the Minister of Finance, you would be quite familiar with an old
adage that says, “While the grass is growing the horses are starving”. Madam
Speaker, we have dry pockets, dry taps in this country. And again, if we were to
believe the hon. Minister—

Mr. Al-Rawi: | rise on Standing Order 55(1)(b), definitely traversing familiar
ground.

Madam Speaker: | will give you some leeway.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam. Madam, and | am putting that in the
context of the $2.5 million that has been allocated to the Princes Town Regional
Corporation for basic commodities like truck borne water.

You see, Madam, there are some people who will sit in their ivory towers
and will not understand the suffering of persons in the south and central and the
rural parts of this constituency, and we as the elected representatives of rural
communities will not sit idly by and allow $2.5 million to be allocated for things
like water trucking supplies, scavenging services, rental for councillors and so on,
while expenditure is being satisfied in other areas that are not priority. | heard the
Minister of Health, when the hon. Minister of Health spoke, the hon. Minister
chastised the former People’s Partnership administration, and he said, “I do not
know what their priorities were”. “Their priorities were totally skewed.” Madam
Speaker, the regional corporations as reflected under line Item 42, Ministry of
Rural Development and Local Government, will show you that the two regional
corporations that are in dire straits right now are the Princes Town Regional
Corporation and the Rio Claro/Mayaro Regional Corporation, and the funds
allocated cannot satisfy the arrears far less to take us from May to September at the

end of the financial year.
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Madam, I will come to the issue of the scavenging and the context in which
the explanation of the $2.5 million was given for scavenging services. Madam
Speaker, again, again, this is playing smart with foolishness, because you have to
satisfy the period May 2019 to the period September 2019, four months to go in
the financial year. Up to this time, since 2016 to now, scavenging contracts have
not been finalized at the Princes Town Regional Corporation. Madam Speaker,
you will also be surprised to know that the contracts are negotiated and finalized
and completed, not by local government, but by central government through
SWMCOL. Therefore, Madam Speaker, in the absence of long-term scavenging
contracts, and you have a month-to-month situation, when contractors are not
satisfied because they are not receiving payments, there is a long line of arrears,
and then the Minister says that there is no money, but comes to supplementary
funding which will be really used to pay the arrears, what you will have happening
is that the Ministry will then say to the contractors, “Listen, well, we will pay you
between the period, now, with the supplementary funding—that they are calling
supplementary funding—we will pay you January, February, March, April, May,
and, well, give we a lil rest, nah”. “Things are a little hard.” And therefore, if they
accept this supplementary funding as arrears to pay off the arrears, there will be no
further payments until September 2019.

And, Madam Speaker, you know what will happening when there will be no
further payments for scavenging contracts up to September 2019? You leave the
constituencies of Princes Town, Moruga/Tableland, Naparima, Siparia, San
Fernando East vulnerable at the hands of contractors. At the hands of contactors
who will refuse to render their services because they will not be paid with this $2.5
million for scavenging service, because the money will really be utilized for

arrears. And that is where we are as of now at the Princes Town Regional
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Corporation and the Rio Claro/Mayaro Regional Corporation.

Madam Speaker, | will turn to the other area that the $2.5 million under the
Princes Town Regional Corporation is meant to cover. Again, playing smart with
foolishness. | have in my possession two sets of documents. We are told that the
$2.5 million in line Item 42, Ministry of Rural Development and Local
Government, will be used to finalize rent, will be used to pay councillors’ offices.
Madam Speaker, at several of the regional corporations, councillors have either
been evicted or they are being threatened to be evicted. We have heard about local
government reform ad nauseam, but, Madam Speaker, the figures reflected here
today, $2.5 million, under the Princes Town Regional Corporation, cannot even
satisfy the rental for the building that the Princes Town Regional Corporation
occupies. You know, Madam Speaker, the document that | referred to, is from the
proprietor who owns the building that the Princes Town Regional Corporation is
housed at. Right now there is an arrear of over $300,000 for the period January,
February, March, April and May. This is just for the main building.

Madam Speaker, on keeping on the issue of the main building, | heard the
Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs in his justification for moneys being
allocated for the restoration of the Washington Embassy and the London High
Commission, the hon. Minister said this was to ensure that we maintain the
structural integrity of the buildings so as to meet the building codes. And I said to
myself, what a situation we have found ourselves in. So, we are concerned about
the employees at the High Commission in London and in Washington, but right
now the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government is fully aware that
the Princes Town Regional Corporation, the building has failed two OSHA tests.
Two. | have written to the hon. Minister of Rural Development and Local

Government on several occasions. The Minister is fully aware of the challenges
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that we face, that the public of Trinidad and Tobago face when they turn up at the
Princes Town Regional Corporation, and the $2.5 million that has been allocated to
the Princes Town Regional Corporation, is expected to deal with the arrears, as |
said, from January to May. But what then happens between May to September, as
| have an eviction notice in my hand from the proprietor for a sick building? So
we put priority on the London High Commission, the Washington building, but we
will not deal with putting the safety and security of over 1,000 employees and the
public who visit that building. And they want to speak about skewed priorities.

Madam Speaker, | want to also deal with the issue of the councillors who
have been evicted in the context of the $2.5 million. An application for
supplementary funding was made to the Ministry of Rural Development and Local
Government two months ago. Two months, Madam Speaker. While we did say
we will need an additional $20 million in supplementary funding together with the
$83 million that we were promised in the last financial year, in this financial year,
we said, okay, we understand the situation in terms of the cash flow problems, and
then after we said, well, okay, at this point in order to clear out the arrears for
water trucking services, for scavenging services, for rentals and for councillors’
offices, if the Ministry could provide about $7 million. Today, Madam Speaker,
this is $2.5 million. Instead, you know who got the $7 million? The Ministry of
Foreign and Caricom Affairs, where the Ministry will utilize that particular head to
buy luxury vehicles in Washington and in London, will provide for fixing up
Washington and London while the people of Trinidad and Tobago suffer, in
Princes Town, Naparima, Barrackpore, Moruga/Tableland, Siparia, and other areas
in the south and the rural parts of Trinidad and Tobago.

Madam Speaker, | also want to raise a few issues in the context of two other

Heads, and that would fall under the area of the Ministry of Labour and Small
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Enterprise Development. Madam Speaker, on a political platform | heard the
Member for Diego Martin North/East indicate a few weeks ago, and | was really
hoping that the Minister would have dealt with it today in the Parliament, but there
has been a deafening silence on this particular issue that affects our economy.
And, Madam Speaker, that has to deal with VAT returns and VAT refunds.
Recently the hon. Member for Diego Martin North/East said, and | quote:

| bring you tidings of great joy and great cheer.

The hon. Minister announced that after four years the Government would be fast-
tracking the payment of VAT refunds to businesses who have been waiting for
years.

“The Government owes businesses these VAT refunds and has withheld
$4.6
Billion in VAT refunds which has the effect of stifling business growth. The
business community has been put under intense strain and pressure to maintain its
workforce and to complete new projects.”

Madam Speaker, this is the mid-year review. Madam Speaker, this is the
opportunity where Government through Head 30 would have been able to tell us,
what are they doing to encourage small, medium enterprise and businesses and
growth. Again, today, not a word coming from the Member for Diego Martin
North/East with respect to these VAT refunds and VAT returns. Instead, many of
these small and medium enterprises and businesses have gone under because $4.6
billion have not been paid out in four years. Again, you know, the Member for
Naparima told us, “government by announcement”, the Member for Siparia told
us, “government by announcement”. But today was really the day when we were
supposed to hear in the people’s House the announcement of what you were going

to do under Head 30 for small enterprise development.
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12.15 a.m.

Madam Speaker, VAT refunds have severely affected small businesses in
this country. There is no allocation, but we see under line Item 30, Ministry of
Labour and Small Enterprise Development that there are some areas that have been
addressed, but the real critical component that will determine whether or not small
businesses and medium businesses survive in this country has to deal with VAT
returns and VAT refunds. Madam Speaker, again, under line Item 30, Ministry of
Labour and Small Enterprise Development, the Minister of Finance had a
wonderful opportunity today to tell us what was being done to ease the way of
doing business in Trinidad and Tobago.

Madam Speaker, I recall on the last time | spoke in a mid-year review, the
Minister of Trade and Industry was among the first Ministers to come to the House
to speak and when asked about the ease of doing business in Trinidad, the Minister
told us, she said we were working towards ensuring that we did better on the index,
the global index on the ease of doing business in Trinidad and Tobago. Madam
Speaker, under the leadership of the Member for Siparia, Trinidad and Tobago was
at 62. Last year when the hon. Minister of Trade and Industry came to the House,
she told us that we were at the position of 102, but that we were in the process of
turning that round and things will get better.

Well, Madam, | would have really liked for the Minister of Trade and
Industry to visit the House today because it did not get better. It did not get better
despite the assurances of the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Trade and
Industry that the ease of doing business will get better from thelast financial year to
this financial year. Madam Speaker, in the last financial year, the hon. Minister of
Trade and Industry raised the issue that were now at position 102, having moved
from 64 under the Member for Siparia to 102. But this year, Madam, instead of
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doing better, we did worse. We are now at position 105.

Mr. Al-Rawi: Madam Speaker, Standing Order 55(1)(b). The Member
repeated the same thing three times.
Madam Speaker: Member for Princes Town, | would just ask at this time to go on
to your next point.
Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, the hon. Member
for Siparia spoke about the national economic transformation master plan and
rolling out of that national economic transformation master plan and I liked the
direction that some of my colleagues went down. The Member for Chaguanas East,
the Member for Caroni Central, the Member for Caroni East, when they spoke, as
well as the Member for Barataria/San Juan, they were able to tell under the
respective Heads what were some of the thoughts that we wanted to hear and what
are some of the plans that we wanted to put forward.

Madam Speaker, | will attempt to do the same, under Head 42, and under
Head 30 together with Heads 43 and 61. You see, Madam Speaker, when the
Member for Siparia spoke about a national economic transformation master plan
2020—2025, it did not only tell you that the sums that were identified per Ministry
were unworkable, but it tells you that these are areas that are growth areas that
need sustainable plans and sustainable development. And therefore, | was really
happy to hear that the hon. Member for Siparia, when she spoke about the national
economic transformation master plan, she indicated that they laid out a wide-
ranging suite of policy initiative and programmes which will pursue getting people
into jobs.

Madam Speaker, with this allocation in the Ministry of Rural Development
and Local Government, what you are going to see happening is that separate and

apart from not being able to reach basic commodities like water, basic
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commodities like scavenging service, you are also going to see people out of jobs,
additional persons out of jobs. And therefore, when you look at the context of line
Item 42, line Item 39, line Item 26, line Item 30, line Item 43, line Item 61, it has to
do with putting people in sustainable employment. And that was the point of how
the Member for Siparia, was going to realize 55,000 additional jobs between the
period 2020 and 2025. But, Madam Speaker, not a word from Diego Martin
North/East on these growth poles, because while this deals primarily with recurrent
expenditure under these Heads by shifting money here and there, what the
mid-year review provides is a platform, a platform for the Member for Diego
Martin North/East to indicate to the population what were the growth pole areas in
these particular headings, Madam Speaker.

As | told you, under education, under local government, under works and
transport, under housing and urban development, under labour, small enterprises
development, Madam Speaker, very little. | heard the hon. Member for Diego
Martin North/East earlier today and | was a bit surprised because the hon. Member
for Diego Martin North/East, in the first two minutes started to speaking about the
agro processing plant in Moruga/Tableland and then the hon. Minister jumped to
the Point Fortin Highway and | was trying really at my best to find the cohesion in
the hon. Member’s arguments in terms of recurrent expenditure, but also when the
hon. Minister said we are looking at growth poles and moved from agro processing
plant to the highway in Point Fortin. There was no real tangible fleshing out of
ideas in these particular areas, Madam Speaker. And while we have heard speaker
after speaker, speak about the energy sector and we know the challenges faced
there, Madam Speaker, what we are being asked to do here today, we are being
asked, as the Member for Siparia says, to resuscitate the dead, because you will see

massive borrowings move the GDP to debt ratio, from 62 per cent to 70 per cent.
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| heard the hon Prime Minister, Member for Diego Martin West say recently
that he was speaking to his colleague Mia Mottley in Barbados, about the debt to
GDP ratio, and the hon. Prime Minister said that when the Prime Minister of
Barbados came in, that they in Barbados, that they were over 100 per cent of their
debt to GDP ratio, and that a similar situation existed in Jamaica, and | honestly
thought that when the Member for Diego Martin West, and the Member for Diego
Martin North/East spoke today, they would have been able to tell us why on a
political platform you were chastising and speaking ills about raising the debt to
GDP ratio, and then today you come and you do exactly what you chastised one
week ago. Because, Madam Speaker, when you increase the debt to GDP ratio as
these borrowings will do, from 62 per cent to over 70 per cent, what you are going
to see happening, Madam Speaker, you are going to see more job losses, you are
going to see the most vulnerable in our society most affected. And when | heard
the Member for Diego Martin North/East said, well the banks are doing well, and
the insurance companies are doing well; mega banks, mega insurance companies,
but the poor is getting poorer while the rich is getting richer. The hon. Minister was
unable to translate how that is affecting and trickling down.

So, Madam Speaker, essentially what we have heard today from the Member
for Diego Martin North/East in the context of these Heads, of 42, 43,61, 64, 30, 26,
23, 22, 20, 18, 17, 13, 06 and 03, what in effect that the hon. Minister will be
telling the population of Trinidad and Tobago is slowly but surely you are
continuing to erode the middle class, the middle class, so you pulling away their
purchasing power of the middle because you are ensuring that the poor is getting
poorer and the rich is getting richer. That is where the hon. Minister stopped short
of in his contribution today, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, with respect to

Head 70, Ministry of Communications. Madam Speaker, Ministry of
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Communications has been allocated $10 million, the hon. Member for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West was not the chair at the Standing Finance Committee
when the issue was first raised and therefore the Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s East—

Madam Speaker: Member for Princes Town, your original speaking time is now
spent. You have 15 more minutes if you wish. Please continue.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam. Madam Speaker, the Member for Diego
Martin North/East was deputizing at that point for the hon. Member for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann’s West, told us that the $10 million that will be allocated to
the Ministry of Communications will be utilized for the purchase of new
equipment. Subsequent to that, a few minutes later the Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West arrived and he took over, Madam Speaker, again, there was
no cohesion in the argument put forward in terms of the justification for this $10
million. In the explanation note—

Mr. Al-Rawi: Standing Order 55(1)(b), Madam Speaker. The Members on that
side of the bench have already spoken to this.

Madam Speaker: | will give you a little leeway, Member for Princes Town.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam. Madam, the hon. Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann’s West, told us it was for live productions as opposed to what we
were told by the Member for Diego Martin North/East. Madam Speaker, the
challenge that | have with this particular expenditure under line Item 70, Ministry
of Communications, is that | raised the issue of, if we are budgeting providing
supplementary funding which we are doing today through this Bill with line Item
70, if that is the purpose with respect to these live productions, then any station,
any media house will have a scheduling programme. They will know whether or

not it is a political meeting as the Member for Caroni Central spoke about, cultural
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programming, whether it is sporting and there was no—

Mr. Al-Rawi: Madam Speaker, Standing Order 55(1(b). The hon. Member is even
acknowledging the Members that actually spoke about it already.

Mr. B. Padarath: This was in Standing Finance Committee. They are not in the
debate.

Mr. Al-Rawi: It was in this evening as well.

Madam Speaker: Please do not shout across the floor.

Mr. B. Padarath: Sorry, Madam.

Madam Speaker: The Member is entitled to raise a Standing Order. | will hear
and | will rule. Please proceed.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you Madam. Madam, the reference that | make to my
colleague from Caroni Central was at the stage of the Standing Finance
Committee. And | raised it in the context now as the Bill is in before the House.
Madam Speaker, the issues that were raised at the Standing Finance Committee
helped to flesh out what were some of the concerns that we had, but now that we
are in debate mode we expect answers. We were told the answers would come, we
were given many assurances that the answers would come. | do not know if any of
my colleagues received any documents for any questions that they asked at the
Standing Finance Committee. But the Standing Finance Committee, where all the
assurance were given, no information up to this time was supplied from the
respective Ministers or the respective Ministries and therefore this is the place to
ask those questions. Where is the programme scheduling for this expenditure?
Again, as the Member for Siparia said, it is just pull out numbers from a hat and
throw it out there, and then after they wiggle around and you move money from
area to area without any cohesion and without any proper explanation.

Madam Speaker, today will mark two years, two years—and | raise this in
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the context of priority spending. | raise this in the context of priority spending with
respect to $2.5 million for water trucking services, for scavenging services, and for
rental at the Princes Town Regional Corporation, when $7 million is needed. |
raise this issue that I am about to raise in that context, Madam Speaker. Today will
make it two years that the Brian Lara Stadium has been opened. No accreditation
after two years and the Prime Minister announces on a political platform that more
money will have to be expended after $1.3 billion has been spent, $1.3 billion
having spent, Madam Speaker. More money will now have to be spent to ensure
that it reaches ICC accreditation.
12.30 a.m.

So while poor people in this country—and they are laughing, Laventille
West and San Fernando East are laughing because poor people cannot get water in
their taps. Garbage is piling—{[Interruption]
Madam Speaker: All right. So, Member for Princes Town, in terms of the
accreditation and the spending of more money on the Brian Lara Stadium, | think
that point was made quite well earlier yesterday, okay. And | think you made your
point about the scavenging, about the water trucking and so on. So at this juncture
| will invite you to go on to your next point.
Mr. B. Padarath: Certainly, Madam Speaker. Madam, thank you, thank you for
the opportunity to have raised some of the most serious issues affecting hundreds
of thousands of people in this country. People who are without basic commodities
while Government expenditure continues to be focused elsewhere.

Madam, as | wrap up, as | said, thank you for the opportunity to have really
brought light to a situation that has been troubling me immensely, because it is
troubling hundreds of thousands of people in constituencies, in south and central

constituencies, in rural parts of this country, where we cannot meet our basic
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commodities. And therefore, if we cannot meet basic commodities like water,
trucking services, like scavenging and so on, then Madam, at this point, all this
expenditure on massive and mega projects will mean nothing to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago. This issue of turnaround, this issue and the economy is
booming, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, means nothing—{[Laughter]—for the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, when they cannot afford the basic things.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, | understand it is late and people may be losing
a measure of control over their decorum but we are still at a Sitting, okay, and |
would demand that we all behave in a manner befitting at this House. Member for
Princes Town.

Mr. B. Padarath: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, as | close |
make an appeal, a final appeal to the hon. Minister of Finance, the Member for
Diego Martin North/East, to ensure that the Princes Town Regional Corporation
and the Rio Claro/Mayaro Regional Corporations, in particular, get some
additional funding. This $2.5 million will not really help in any significant way
because we have massive arrears. Contractors will continue to strike and people
will continue to face the hardships that they are facing, and while you may find it is
a smiling matter, hon. Minister of Finance, there are many people in Princes Town,
Naparima, Barrackpore, Siparia, et cetera, that are crying for water, and as Iwer
George says, “all the people want is water”. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Indarsingh: Madam Speaker, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Imbert: | was up first. [Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Minister of Finance.

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): Thank you, Madam. [Desk
thumping] Thank you very much, Madam Speaker, | learnt from the Member for

Princes Town. Madam Speaker, | have listened to all the contributions opposite. It
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Is now half past 12, wow, and | must say that only one or two Members dealt with
the report of the Standing Finance Committee, quite incredible. In my
presentation, although | did deal with the mid-year review, | did speak to the
allocations for the various heads, the supplementation of appropriation, and the
only persons who spoke on that, although with respect, Madam Speaker, he bored
me to tears, the hon. Member for Chaguanas East, he spoke about OJT and the hon.
Member for Princes Town spoke about Princes Town Corporation. But nobody
else spoke about the report, everybody else spoke about things that are absolutely
irrelevant.

So let me just deal with some things that came up in the response of the
Leader of the Opposition. To my shock and amazement, the Leader of the
Opposition who was the leader of a Government over the period May 2010 to
September 2015 and was Prime Minister and head of the Cabinet when the Cabinet
approved three tax amnesties, three, and would have presided over the submissions
to Cabinet, the discussions on it, and would have participated in the Finance Acts
or the Miscellaneous (Amdt.) Bills as the case may be, with respect to tax amnesty,
actually asked me, what is a tax amnesty? | was just blown away by that, Madam
Speaker, and after I got over my confusion, | went and | found the press release
issued by the UNC, Minister of Finance in 2011, Mr. Dookeran, and let me just for
the benefit of those who, for some reason seem to have forgotten what happened in
the period 2010 to 2015, Madam Speaker. Let me—I will try my best.

So, | have here a press release issued by the Ministry of Finance in 2011 and
it speaks to a tax amnesty for the period, the 08" of September, 2010, to the 31% of
May, 2011. That was actually quite a long one. And it says:

“To all individuals and companies, who have not filed their returns of income for

any year, up to the year 2009:
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()  All interest on outstanding taxes will be waived if taxes are paid
during the period...This includes business levy and green fund....

(1) All interest charged on any payment made before 8" September 2010
will be waived. This is regarding any tax and business levy and green
fund levy due or payable...

(1) All penalties, further tax and additional tax due and payable on
outstanding taxes will be waived...

(IV) Penalties, further tax and additional tax paid before...September 2010
will be waived”—and so on.

“(V) Penalties on outstanding returns...will be waived if these returns are
filed during the period 8" September 2010 and 31% May 2011...”

So the concept of a tax amnesty is well known to the Member for Siparia, is,
unless for some reason, the hon. Member was asleep when she presided over the
Cabinet on the three occasions that the UNC Government implemented a tax
amnesty. And | cannot believe that the hon. Member was asleep, so | just think
that that was a facetious question, it was a ridiculous question. [Crosstalk] And,
Madam Speaker, | will ignore the Member for Naparima, because the Leader of the
Opposition asked me three times. So a tax amnesty does not mean you do not have
to pay your tax; it is the reverse. As suggested by the Member for Siparia, wrongly
suggested, it does not mean you do not have to pay your tax. It means you have to
pay your tax. What it means is that if you are in default, in terms of filing returns
and paying tax, no penalty will be imposed on you. So for all those who do not
understand, that is what a tax amnesty is. And there will be a tax amnesty, Madam
Speaker, between the middle of June and the middle of September 2019.

Let me also address again this whole question of gas production, natural gas

production. Again, I do not know if hon. Members opposite just “doh” understand

UNREVISED



SFC Report (Adoption) e 2019.05.13
Hon. C. Imbert (cont’d)

or “doh” want to understand. The fact of the matter is, Madam Speaker, that the
discussions with the oil and gas companies, in particular, BP with whom the
Government has had some consultation over the last week or so, these discussions
have confirmed that all of the projections for gas production for 2019 remain
intact. And therefore, the estimate for the average gas production for this year of
3.8 billion cubic feet per day remains intact.

Now, Madam Speaker, the Government earns revenue from natural gas in
different ways. We earn royalties on natural gas at the rate of 12% per cent of the
well head price. We earn supplementary petroleum tax on liquids associated
condensate, associated with natural gas and we earned petroleum profit tax on
profits made by oil and gas companies with respect to the production of natural
gas. We would also earn revenue from Atlantic LNG as it converts natural gas into
liquefied natural gas. We would also earned revenue in terms of taxes on incomes
and profits from the petrochemical companies which use natural gas as a feed
stock, the companies that produce methanol, ammonia, urea and we heard today
about dimethyl, ethane and so on.

So that the Government earns revenue from natural gas in many different
ways and from many different sources and from many different companies, many
different types of taxation. But it all derived from the production of natural gas
and as an aside, the main driver of our national economy is the production of
natural gas and it is because of the increase production of natural gas in the main,
coupled with a rebound in a non-oil sector and so on, that has created the
conditions for the recovery of the economy. So that whether gas goes into Train 1,
Train 2, Train 3, Train 4 and if there was a Train 5 or whether it goes to methanol
companies, the urea companies, the ammonia companies, whether it goes to

Atlantic LNG, the fact of the matter is what is important is the actual production
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numbers themselves. And when one looks at the fact that we have grown from 3.3
billion standard cubic feet in 2017, to 3.6 billion standard cubic feet per day in
2018 and now to 3.8 billion standard cubic feet per day in 2019, there is continuous
growth on momentum in the production of natural gas. [Desk thumping] And that
Is what is driving our economy. And one would think that the commentators
would know this. One would think that they would know this. One would think
they would do the maths.

| was looking at the online newspapers just now, Madam Speaker, and one
of the newspapers who made a big hullabaloo about the information coming out
from—apparently it was a town meeting held by one of the oil and gas companies
where they reported that they had press pause; and these are the facts. All they
have done is press pause in terms of their development drilling, for the time being,
to re-evaluate the seismic information, their approach to infill drilling and so on, so
that they can maximize the results going forward in terms of their exploration and
drilling programme. All they have done is press pause, Madam Speaker.

And again, for the benefit of those who do not know any better, there are
two types of drilling. There is exploration drilling and there is infill production
drilling. When you drill an infill well, that is in the existing field. So you have an
oil or gas field already in production and you want to maximize your production in
that field because the way our basin has been formed, Madam Speaker, in
geological terms, the oil and gas wells, particularly oil, there is a rapid decline in
production after the first year or two. Gas does not have as rapid a decline as oil in
our geology, but it still declines.

So in order to maintain production you have to continuously explore and
discover new sources of hydrocarbons or you improve the production in the

existing fields, because from previous work in terms of previous investigative
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work, in terms of remote sensing, in terms of data analysis, in terms of seismic
surveys and so on, you will be aware that there is a good prospect of discovering
new hydrocarbons within an existing field. So there are essentially two types of
drilling that takes place. One is exploration in a green field site where you do not
have production taking place and you are exploring and looking for oil or gas and
the other type is where you have a producing field, you have declining wells in that
field and you want to top up your production or increase and maximize your
production.

So in this particular case, Madam Speaker, this was infill drilling in existing
fields. And the difference between an exploration well and an infill development
well is that it takes several years from the time you discover hydrocarbons with an
exploration well before you can bring it into production. But with respect to an
infill well as is the case with these particular wells, you can bring it into production
within a matter of months. So these wells that BP has drilled, in particular with the
one that they intend to bring into production even though it is not producing as
many cubic feet as they would like, | am told that they had expected that particular
well to produce about a 100 million standard cubic feet a day, and it is producing
maybe 50 or 75.

So it is not producing at the level that they wish, but it is still producing at a
commercially viable level. So that it is my understanding that that particular well
will be brought into production within the next couple months, not within the next
couple years, within the next couple months. So we are dealing with a situation
where one well has been plugged and abandoned, one, and the other one is
producing at a little below what it was expected to produce. And what, all BP has
done is press the pause button. There are all sorts of things happening there. You

have to remember that the leadership at BP Trinidad has changed. There is a new
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CEO here who has come from Australia and for those of you who do not know,
give me the opportunity to educate you a little bit.

The current CEO of BP is not a geologist, nor is she a petroleum engineer.
She is an accountant, she is an auditor, but she has been working in the sector for a
long time and therefore she has to rely upon the technocrats, the geophysicists, the
geoscientists, the petroleum engineers, the geologists and so on, to establish the
framework for the production of hydrocarbons. And in this particular case, this
particular individual, because of the disappointing results from these two wells,
they have decided to press the pause button. That is all.

There may be other things going on, | do not expect them to say that. There
could be commercial reasons, remember they are in the midst of negotiations with
respect to a new contract for Train 1 and my understanding is that we as a country
when we did Train 1 in the beginning, because it was the first Train, and because it
was the first time we were into natural production, there were many concessions
given to the Atlantic LNG Company. So that the revenue that was derived from
Train 1 in the early stages was minimal because we wanted to motivate the
company, to get involved in LNG production and because of the favourable
concessions associated with Train 1 that gave the company the cash flow they
required in order to develop Trains 2, 3 and 4, which are completely different in
terms of the revenue stream, in terms of the profit sharing between Atlantic LNG
and the Government and so on.

So Train 1 has come to an end. It came to an end last month, April, and now
Is the time to go forward with Train 1 and new commercial arrangements have
been negotiated which are far more favourable for Trinidad and Tobago, far more
favourable. The revenue that will be derived for the State is considerably more

now with the new negotiated arrangement for Train 1. So there may be
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commercial considerations operating inside of here in addition to technical
consideration. Who knows? All of that will pan out in the future. These things
are not unexpected.

| remember when we were negotiating Juniper, tying up Juniper, the
company delayed the process; when we were negotiating Angelin they delayed the
process. This is what companies do. They try to maximize situations for their own
benefit, but it is certainly not a calamity, absolutely not. And we have other
companies here operating, we have BHP and | heard the Member for Caroni
Central saying that there is no drilling taking place. It is one of these glib
statements that hon. Members opposite just throw out things. No drilling taking
place. Nonsense. You would have seen photographs of the hon. Prime Minister
and the Minister of National Security on the Invictus. Is that the name of it? The
Invictus?
Dr. Rowley: Deepwater Invictus.
Hon. C. Imbert: Deepwater Invictus drilling ship that is out there in our waters
drilling and enjoying considerable success. And if you go into the literature, you
will see that in and around July of last year, when BHP discovered commercially
viable quantities of gas in their drilling programme, the current President of BHP
made the statement, Mr. Pereira made the statement that they are very excited
about the deepwater prospects in Trinidad and Tobago. They think they are very
promising and BHP Billiton intends to make a huge investment in Trinidad and
Tobago because of what they are discovering in their drilling programme off our
eastern and north coast, Madam Speaker.

So BP is not the only player in town. Yes, it is the largest producer of gas.
That is true. So it currently produces just over two billion cubic feet out of the,

more or less four billion cubic feet that we produced as a country. So BP is
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producing a little over 50 per cent of all gas produced in Trinidad and Tobago, but
it is not the only player. Shell is a major player, EOG is a player, BHP Billiton is a
player. And therefore, as a Government, any responsible Government will look at
the entire scenario, consider it context, look at all the options available to the
Government and we press on. And this is what we have been doing since we came
into Government in 2015.

We looked at all the options available to us and we moved on. And
therefore, Madam Speaker, there is no reason for panic, there is no reason for an
alarm. As | said if for some reason BP decides that it does not want to commit
because BP is now required to sign a contract with the Atlantic LNG Company.
You have to understand the structure. Each Train has different shareholders. A
Train is merely a mechanical facility. That is all itis. They call it a Train but it is
just a production facility, a plant. So each one of these plants has a different
shareholding, a different matrix of shareholders. BP is not the majority
shareholder in Atlantic LNG at this time. It may have been, but Shell having
acquired British gas and having acquired the Spanish company, Repsol, interest in
Atlantic LNG is now the majority shareholder in the plant.

So you have tensions between shareholders, you have complex negotiations
taking place and there are other players involved. My understanding of this
situation is that there may be a fall-off in gas production in 2020 of maybe 100
million cubic feet per day, which represents at this point in time less than 5 per
cent of our national production. Our national production is right up there, close to
four billion standard cubic feet a day. So 100 million cubic feet a day is less than 5
per cent of our national production. And that is certainly not going to collapse the
economy and it is certainly not going to cause any major damaging effect on

Government revenues and on the growth momentum that is apparent in our
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economy. So | just wanted to make that clear.
Mr. Al-Rawi: It is published in tomorrow’s papers exactly what you are saying.
Hon. C. Imbert: Yes, but | saw that is one of those reporters who likes to
exaggerate, because that same reporter said two days ago—
Mr. Al-Rawi: That is opposite of the article.
Hon. C. Imbert: | know. That BP would lose 20 per cent of its production. | saw
that tonight. And this is the kind of thing we do in Trinidad and Tobago.
[Interruption] | saw all of that. You know, we have individuals in Trinidad and
Tobago who feel that somehow it is a good thing if they write ridiculous things that
bear no relationship to reality. You know, as | said there is a particular reporter
who said we will lose 20 per cent of our production. That was two days ago. Now
it is 15 per cent of the production. That is the headline. And when you go into the
article, it is less than 10 per cent.
Mr. Al-Rawi: BP say no effect.
Hon. C. Imbert: And BP, as the AG is now telling me, | now remember reading
that article an hour or so ago, BP say no effect. So I mean, all of this hype and
carrying on and drama is completely unnecessary. Because one of the things |
discovered in discussions with the Central Statistical Office over the last couple of
years when the CSO was the beneficiary of that contract, that technical assistance
from CARTAC, the IMF’s regional technical assistance outfit and they rebased our
GDP to 2012, it had been at 2000 for a long time and the IMF had told the CSO
that in the year 2016 or 2017 we really could not be using 2000 as the base year for
constant prices for our GDP and they told them that in order to maintain credibility
Trinidad and Tobago must rebase our GDP to a more relevant figure. And they
decided to rebase it to 2012.

And in discussions with the CSO, with the new methodology that they have
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acquired, with the training that they got from CARTAC in the last couple of years
we spoke about the main drivers of the economy and the main contributors of their
economic growth in the economy. And based on those discussions | have
absolutely no doubt that the main driver of our economy at this point in time is
natural gas production, because you have to understand GDP in constant terms is a
measure of production. It is not a measure of price per se, it is a measure of
volume. So that when you are looking at your gross domestic product, in real
terms, in constant prices, what you are looking at is increased production numbers.

So that | am very satisfied with BP telling us that we will maintain the year
at an average of 3.8 billion standard cubic feet per day in terms of natural gas
production and that the impact on next year will be small. And therefore, | am
very satisfied that our, as | have described it, our expert negotiating team will be
able to come to a proper commercial arrangement with all of the players involved
in the natural gas industry in Trinidad and Tobago and we will come out of this
small hiccup, temporary hiccup, with flying colours, Madam Speaker. And
therefore there is no need for all this carrying on.

How could—it is just like Dragon. Dragon is 200 million cubic feet per
day. That is 5 per cent of national production. How on earth could 200 million
cubic feet per day which is going to kick in 2021 or whenever, or 2020, how on
earth 200 million cubic feet out of four billion, 4,000, could be a calamity if it is
delayed for a year or two? How on earth could a delay in the monetization or the
commercialization of the Dragon field be a calamity? It cannot be. It is not
something that we have hung our hat on. Of course, if it happens we would be
very happy, because it would increase production from four billion to 4.2 billion.
Nobody could be unhappy about that. Well, if it does not happen or it is delayed, it

IS not going to destroy our economic base. In the same way a reduction in
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production by BP of 100 million cubic feet a day, that is not going to destroy our
production base in Trinidad and Tobago.

So | just wanted hon. Members to understand what is going on. It is in my
view much ado about nothing, an alarm about nothing. And as | said if for
commercial reasons, because the commercial terms of the contract that has been
negotiated, the hon. Prime Minister made that point, that this announcement came
after discussions had been concluded on the new commercial terms for the
continuation of Train 1. Not before, after. And if for some reason BP decides that
the terms for the commercialization and continuation of Train 1 are not in their
advantage, well the gas will be used for something else. The gas “eh go rotten”. 1
mean, it is not going to evaporate. It will be there and therefore it can be used for
new industries, it can be used to allow current petrochemical industries to operate
at 100 per cent capacity. It can be used to allow 2, 3 and 4 Trains in Atlantic LNG
to operate at 100 per cent, whereas if Train 1 was operating maybe it would
operate at 90 per cent. It really makes no difference, because if the gas does not go
to Train 1 it will go to 2, 3 and 4 or it will go to the other users of natural gas.

1.00 a.m.

| just wanted to make that point, Madam Speaker, and to close off now by
saying that all of the metrics are looking good. We are, more or less, within our
targets in terms of the projections at the beginning of the year. The deficit is
significantly less at this point in time than we anticipated. We are not yet into
complete balance in terms of revenue and expenditure, but we have come a long
way since 2016 and 2017. In 2017 it was a particularly challenging year, Madam
Speaker, when we did it post quite a significant deficit, because of the very tight
cash flow situations that we operated under. But we have come a very long way.

We are more or less balancing the books at this point in time. The deficit is far
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smaller than it used to be. We have growth in the economy. Some people may
consider it small, but it is certainly in the right direction, Madam Speaker. It is not
going backwards; it is going forward. And, therefore, I am happy to announce that
we are on target. There is a bright future for Trinidad and Tobago, no matter what
anybody says. The facts are there. The facts do not lie. The numbers do not lie.

And, therefore, Madam Speaker, | beg to move. [Desk thumping].

Question put and agreed to.

Resolved:
That this House adopt the Second Report of the Standing Finance Committee of
the House of Representatives for the Fourth Session, (2018/2019), Eleventh
Parliament on the consideration of proposals for the Supplementation of
Appropriation for the fiscal year 2019.

FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION)
(FINANCIAL YEAR 2019) BILL, 2019

Order for second reading read.

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, | beg to move
that a Bill entitled:

An Act to supplement the appropriation of the sum, the issue of which was
authorised by the Appropriation (Financial Year 2019) Act, 2018 (Act No. 16 of
2018), be now read a second time.

And, Madam Speaker, this Bill simply seeks to formalize the supplementary
appropriations that were considered in the Standing Finance Committee that forms
part of the report of the Finance Committee which we have just debated, and
therefore consistent with tradition, Madam Speaker, there is no point, in my view,
in continuing to elaborate on matters that have already been dealt with

comprehensively and exhaustively, so | beg to move.
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Question proposed.
The Minister of Finance (Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, | beg to move.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

Question put and agreed to: That the Bill be read a third time.

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT

The Minister of Planning and Development (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis):
Thank you very kindly, Madam Speaker. | beg to move that this House do now
adjourn to Friday the 17" day of May, 2019, at 1.30 p.m. Madam Speaker, on that
day we will be doing the Motion on the notification of the nomination of Mr.
Roger Mark Kawalsingh, as a member of the Police Service Commission, and we
will be doing a Bill entitled an Act to amend the Administration of Justice
(Indictable Proceedings) Act, 2011, (Act. No. 20 of 2011). Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned accordingly.

Adjourned at 1.06 a.m.
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