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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 22, 2007
The House met at 1.30 p.m.

PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received communication from the hon.
Member for Barataria/San Juan (Dr. Fuad Khan) asking to be excused from
sittings of the House for the period January 22 to February 05, 2007. The leave
which this Member seeks is granted.

I have also received communication from the Member for Arouca South (Mrs.
Camille Robinson-Regis) asking to be excused from today's sitting of the House.
Whilst I am on this, with your indulgence, | wish to inform hon. Members that
there is an addition of two baby girls to the family of Mrs. Robinson-Regis. [Desk
thumping]

DEFINITE URGENT MATTER
(LEAVE)

Eviction of Residents at Sixth Avenue, Malick

Mrs. Kamla Persad-Bissessar (Siparia): In accordance with Standing Order
12, | hereby seek your leave to move the adjournment of the House for the
purpose of discussing the following matter as a definite matter of urgent public
importance, namely, the looming threat of eviction to over 700 residents of Sixth
Avenue, Malick, by the Housing Development Company.

The matter is definite as it pertains specifically to the service of notice to over
110 families that their homes will be bulldozed. The matter is urgent because
many of these residents have lived at this location for almost half a century and,
with some of the notices becoming effective January 17, 2007, many of them will
be displaced.

The matter is urgent because notices are effective January 17, 2007.

The matter is of public importance because many of the residents are concerned
about Government’s policy and methods of repossessing occupied lands in furtherance
of this policy.

I thank you.
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Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, with respect to the Motion moved by the hon.
Member for Siparia, it does not qualify under Standing Order 12, but could be the
subject of Standing Order 11.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
[Second Day]

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question [January 19, 2007]:

Be it resolved that the First Report (2006/2007 Session) of the Finance
Committee of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago on proposals for the variation of the 2006 appropriation be adopted.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, when last we discussed this matter the hon.
Minister of Health was on his legs and he has 38 minutes of original time remaining.

Hon. J. Rahael: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let me, as Minister of Health, join
you and other Members of this honourable House in congratulating my colleague
for a very successful delivery of twin baby girls. My colleague on the left seems
to be jealous of that delivery, so we are looking forward to something in the near
future.

When | was on my legs last Friday, | indicated some of the improvements that
were taking place in the public health sector. | talked about the new pieces of
equipment, the additional services, the whole question of dual employment within
the public health sector, the challenges we face and the action that we are taking
to address that situation.

When we came into office at the end of 2001/2002, we found a list of persons
awaiting surgery. Mr. Speaker, in 2003, the MORI poll was done and the largest
complaint about the service at our public health sector was that of waiting time—
time spent waiting for surgery at our clinics and time spent waiting to get prescriptions
filled at our public pharmacies. This Government recognized that the list of
persons awaiting surgery that was left after the other side demitted office was in
excess of 11,000 citizens. These persons had been waiting up to 10 years to access
surgery at our public health institutions.

Obviously, the fact that these patients had been waiting for such a long time
indicated that they could not afford to have the treatment at a private health
institution. The Ministry of Health then decided that we should relieve the pain
and suffering of our citizens who had been awaiting surgery by reducing the
waiting time. As we embarked on a waiting list initiative, we began to get resistance
from persons in one or two areas we did not think about.
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First, there were the doctors. We were very surprised at that resistance; that
some of the medical doctors were not in favour of the waiting list initiative. As a
matter of fact, they were not even prepared to cooperate with providing the names
of patients on the waiting list. When we further investigated through the Medical
Chief of Staff and the CEO of the RHAs why they did not have copies of the
waiting list, we were told that the list was not available to the institutions; that the
list was being kept by the surgeons. | found this very surprising and, of course, we
had to embark on consultations with some of our doctors to try to woo them to
support the waiting list initiative, encouraging them to make it available to the
Ministry of Health, so that we could put something in place to assist the citizens
who had been waiting for surgery for that length of time.

We were able eventually to get some of the doctors to provide us with copies
of the waiting list. | just brought some examples as to how these lists were kept.
They were all handwritten; they were not typed and they were not very legible. In
many cases, there were only phone numbers; no addresses, no names. In other
cases, there were names, but no telephone numbers. In other cases also, there
were no registration numbers of patients.

For us to sanitize the list, we established a waiting list unit at the Ministry of
Health. The staff then had to photocopy the documents from, in some cases,
copybooks, in other cases, ledger books, that the medical doctors and heart
surgeons had, so that we could sanitize the list. Even then we had difficulty. We
then placed an ad in the newspaper and the ad read:

“ATTENTION
PUBLIC HEALTH PATIENTS

The Ministry of Health continues to deliver quality care to all citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago.

All person, therefore, awaiting surgery at any Public Health Institution...are
invited to contact the Ministry’s Surgical Waiting List Unit to ensure that their
names are listed for early surgery.”

Mr. Speaker, that ad was placed in all the daily newspapers and we actually
indicated the telephone numbers they should call and the time. That unit opened
from Monday to Friday and the hours were from 7.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m., so that
those who wanted to call before they went to work had the opportunity to do so
and those who wanted to call after work had until 7.00 p.m. to call. In addition,
we had voice mail on the telephone lines. We continued to make certain that we
captured all the persons who had been waiting for surgery at the public health
institutions.
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More than that, we printed pamphlets to distribute within the health sector
indicating, again, that persons waiting for surgery should contact us, and giving
the phone numbers—627-2569; 623-4845; 624-1592. Again, the hours were from
7.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. We were able to capture most of the persons waiting for surgery.

Then we embarked on this waiting list initiative. Initially, we did some of the
surgeries in the private health institutions. At that time, there was an organization
of private hospitals in Trinidad and Tobago. I do not know if it still exists. The
CEO at that time was a Mr. Kalloo and he was able to provide us with a list of
surgeries, the names of the private hospitals and the cost of the different surgeries.
We were then able to negotiate with PHIA—this was the abbreviation for the
Private Hospitals Initiative Association—to get a price that was not a commercial
price, but at a cost at which the Ministry of Health would have been able to
maximize the number of surgeries within its budget.

We were able to do that and while we were doing that, we then recognized
that we needed to do some of the surgeries in our public health institutions. We
decided, therefore, that on weekends and public holidays doctors working in our
public health institutions should be given the opportunity to do surgeries on
persons on the waiting list at the public health institutions. On weekends and
public holidays, the infrastructure lies idle and there was the opportunity to put it
into use to relieve the suffering of some of our citizens. Again, there was some
resistance but we were able to overcome it.

The list of names for surgery came from the doctors. If a doctor was doing
general surgery, we would have had the list of all the names from that doctor.
After we had sanitized it to determine the patients still awaiting surgery, we set
about to call all those for whom we had telephone numbers. We wrote to all those
for whom we only had addresses, if they did not call, although we had advertised
it in the press. We were able then to identify those who were still in need of
surgery. As you will appreciate, Mr. Speaker, some may have died; some may
have gone away and some may have had it done elsewhere. So, we embarked on
the waiting list initiative to reduce the number of persons waiting for many years.

Mr. Speaker, the surgeons who did the surgery were those who had the patients
waiting to have the surgery done. We did not bring surgeons from outside the
institution to do the surgeries; we did not bring foreign doctors. We were able to
get the same surgeons who would have done the surgeries during normal working
hours to do the surgeries on weekends and public holidays. They were public
health patients who were assigned to a particular firm in that institution and they
were the patients of that particular doctor.
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As we continued to make progress in reducing the waiting list, some of the
doctors continued to speak ill of the programme. Not only did the doctors speak
ill of the programme, there were Members on the other side who spoke ill of the
programme. | could not understand why. There was one person in particular, in
the other place; not this honourable House, who continued to provide misinformation
in the public domain. As a matter of fact, it is the only political party that has a
CEO. | do not know of any other political party in the history of politics that has a
CEO. Nevertheless, this particular individual continued to provide misinformation
in the public domain.

As time went on, | realized that there was a handful of doctors who were
actually speaking ill of the programme because it seemed to have affected their
income. When a patient goes to a public health institution and is told to wait six
months, eight months or a year before they can have surgery, for whatever reason
the doctor gives, in the same breath, he will then indicate that if they wished to
have the surgery done within a week, they should check out a particular private
institution. When the person goes to that private hospital, it is the same doctor
who would then perform that surgery. It is widely known; it is a handful of
doctors who perpetuate this type of behaviour.

Having realized that, we continued to provide what was required so that our
patients would benefit from the surgery in the private hospitals. One of the things
we did was to ensure that the surgery was done during normal working hours and
that the number of surgeries was not reduced. We made certain to monitor that the
doctors who were working on the waiting list initiative continued to perform their
service in the Regional Health Authorities during the week.

Over the years 2005 and 2006, we were able to reduce the waiting time for
elective surgery in our public health institutions to three months. We went public
to make the statement that if you are waiting for more than three months for your
surgery, to please call our waiting list initiative. We went on to say to all persons
awaiting surgery at any public health institution longer than three months, they
should contact the Ministry's surgical waiting list to ensure that their names were
listed for earlier surgery.

I have said it over and over that we have been able to reduce that waiting list
to the point where, once you are diagnosed for elective surgery, you can have it
done within three months, whether it is a simple hernia or more serious, complicated
surgery.
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Mr. Speaker, in our initiative, we were able to do 10,000 procedures from
2004 to 2006. Not only were we able to do those surgeries, but also the average
number of surgeries done in our public health institutions for the years 1997—
2001 was an average of 20,000.

In the year 2005, we were able to do 25,000 surgeries. In 2006, we were able
to do 25,000. [Desk thumping] That is during normal working hours. In addition
to the normal increase from 21,000 surgeries to 25,000, in each of those two
years, we did 5,000 surgeries on the waiting list initiative. So, in over two years,
we were able to do 6,000 surgical procedures in all of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk
thumping]

Mr. Speaker, | want to tell you that the people who have been on the waiting
list are of all ages and ethnic backgrounds. There was no discrimination whatsoever.
Persons who required surgery had it done.

There are many incidents to which I can refer where there was this handful of
doctors using the public health institution to feed their own private interests. One
incident that stands out is that of a young man who works with a manufacturing
company. He is the driver of the vehicle that delivers goods to the various outlets
they service. This gentleman did it for 10 or 15 years, so he became acquainted
with the business people he delivered to and developed a good relationship with
them. Unfortunately, one day he got into an accident and he went to one of our
public health institutions. In the first two days, the gentleman, as he related it, got
very good service. He was being properly attended to in a very timely and
humane manner. When those business persons heard that this gentleman was in
the accident—he had grown to know them intimately during his years of service
to them—some of them decided to visit him.

Two days after the visit by some of these business people, the service that was
being provided by the doctor changed and he was told that if he wanted to have
his surgery done in the public institution, he would have to wait nine months. He
was astonished because he was not told that before. He was also told that if he
wanted to get it done that same week he could have gone to a particular private
institution. He discovered that it was only because the medical doctor believed
that he had friends who could afford to pay the private institution that he was
directed to that institution.

Mr. Speaker, that is common. We know it. There is obviously a conflict of
interest. There are doctors working in our public health institutions who have their
own investments in these private institutions. Nothing is wrong with that. What is
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wrong is when they allow poor people to suffer because they are under the perception
that they can afford to have their surgery done at the private institutions.

I want to make it quite clear, Mr. Speaker, that the majority of medical
professionals in Trinidad and Tobago, including most doctors, are those committed to
serving their patients. I am referring to those who seem only to be interested in
dollars and cents. Of course, the system itself should not allow that. I am also
saying that the system needs to be addressed. If we want to provide the quality of
service in our public health institutions, we must have full-time doctors. That is
the direction in which we have to go. That is why we are training more and more
doctors at the University of the West Indies. We are encouraging and providing
more scholarships. We are doing what is necessary so that we can have the numbers
that are required so that this dual service, both in the private and public health
institutions should not continue indefinitely.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | made the point that we need to change the way we do
business and to introduce a new national health system where citizens of Trinidad
and Tobago, regardless of one’s income, should be able to access quality health
care at any health institution. When 1 first indicated that that is part of this
Government’s vision to provide quality health care equally to all citizens, again
there was a resistance. Every time we try to make a step forward, there are those
who want to pull us back, but we will not allow them. We are determined that the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, regardless of status and income, when it comes to
health care, they must be able to access quality health care as anyone else.

2.00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, that is why in January of 2005 this Government took the bold
step when the hon. Prime Minister announced in his budget presentation for
2004/2005 that Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex, which at that time was
a paying institution—you could only have accessed the treatment and care from
Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex in Mount Hope if you had money; so it
was a paying institution. You understand, Mr. Speaker?

In January of 2005 we changed that. We made the facility and the services
that were available and are available at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex
in Mount Hope available to all citizens of Trinidad and Tobago, regardless of
whether they had money or not. [Desk thumping] So that a person who could not
have afforded to get an MRI done or a CT scan done or an ECG done or even
cardiac surgery can now access that at Mount Hope.
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Let us talk about the services that we provide at Eric Williams Medical
Sciences Complex. In 2004, the number of persons who accessed the patient care
facility at the Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex—which is equivalent to
the accident and emergency in Port of Spain—was 4,811 patients. Remember at
that time it was a paying institution.

In each year 2005 and 2006 that number went to 19,000 patients. So the
demand on Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex became extremely heavy
and we were able to provide that institution with the resources that it required,
additional doctors, additional nurses; we opened additional beds. From 2005 to
now we have opened over 100 beds at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex.
We opened more wards; we provided more services so that people can access
those services at no cost. It was this Government that removed the limitation of
persons who could not have afforded to now have access to that service at Eric
Williams Medical Sciences Complex.

As we continue to improve the quality health care that we are delivering, we
recognize that the waiting time and the waiting list for cardiac surgery was very
long. At Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex we were doing 60 surgeries a
year; just 60. As a matter of fact, when we took office we immediately looked to
increase that number. At that time, the surgeon was coming from the United
Kingdom to lead the team to do open heart surgery. We made it abundantly clear
that we needed a local team. We needed a team that would have been on the
ground 24/7 and that we must work towards accomplishing that.

In 2005, we also increased the number of open heart surgeries being done at
Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex from 60 to 120. We were doing ten
every other month; we started in 2005 to do ten surgeries every month. In the
latter part of 2006 we recognized that we were in a position now to have a team
based in Trinidad and Tobago available 24 hours, seven days a week, in order to
do cardiac surgeries.

We increased the number of surgeries again, from 120, which was ten every
month in 2005 to 20 every month in July onwards in 2006. We are providing that
service at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex at no cost to the indigent and
those who cannot afford it. So that today 120 patients—

Mr. Ramnath: "240"

Hon. J. Rahael:—240, sorry. Two hundred and forty patients can benefit
from open heart surgery at no cost to them. [Desk thumping]
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That is just one area. Tissue transplant; again it was the UNC that introduced
the Tissue Transplant Act and it was the PNM that brought the regulations and
again, it was the PNM that commissioned and ensured that we have started doing
tissue transplant at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex. We have done about
nine kidney transplants and they have all been successful, including corrective
surgery on a transplant that was done in Pakistan. Again, we are moving towards
tertiary health care at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex. The Diagnostic
Imaging Unit at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex—

Dr. Rafeeq: Thank you, Minister for giving way. | just wanted to find out, the
nine kidney surgeries that you did at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex,
were they from live donors or were they from cadavers?

Hon. J. Rahael: They were from live donors. The cadavers—we plan to launch
and | can give you the date as we speak, and | wish to invite you to the launch of the
Cadaver Programme on March 07, 2007. [Desk thumping] We will be launching the
Cadaver Programme in March of this year, where we will now look at registering
patients in order to provide their organs so that we will be able to do that transplant as
well.

Mr. Speaker, as | was indicating, our diagnostic imaging equipment in Eric
Williams Medical Sciences Complex, Mount Hope is state-of-the-art equipment;
second to none, anywhere. Tender is going to close on February 02, with respect to the
services of nuclear medicine. We are going to be providing that as well.

Our vision for Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex is the same vision
that our founding father, the late and esteemed Dr. Eric Williams in fact had for
Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex, that it would be the tertiary health centre,
not only for Trinidad and Tobago, but for the Caribbean and the wider Caribbean.

Mr. Ramnath: Attacking the present Prime Minister.

Hon. J. Rahael: We continue to provide the services. Again, when we came
into office we found many of our pharmacies closed, because there were not enough
pharmacists in the system. Regardless of what is being said, the fact of the matter
is, that at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex the outpatient pharmacy was
closed for a number of years; then San Fernando outpatient pharmacy was closed
for about 18 months, all because we could not have attracted pharmacists in the
public health sector, for whatever reason.

The fact is though, they were our pharmacists and they were employed either
in the private sector or the public sector, and we did not have enough numbers in
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order to provide the services that were required. Not only in our main institutions,
but certainly in our health centres. So what we did, we embarked on a programme
where we brought in 50 Filipino pharmacists. Because of that, today Eric Williams
Medical Sciences Complex outpatient pharmacy is open all day, so is the pharmacy at
San Fernando General Hospital.

We made sure that when we introduced additional resources in our public
health institutions that we got value for money. So while we opened additional
pharmacies that existed but were closed, we also established a new pharmacy at
the Port of Spain General Hospital. In addition to the general pharmacy, having
recognized that the waiting time for patients to have their prescriptions filled was
long and that most of the patients actually came from the eye clinic—as you
know, as we get older our eyesight fails and we need to get cataract or whatever
type of surgery done and we need to have medication, whether it is just a simply
eye drop or any other type of medication.

So every day you would have had about 100 patients from the eye clinic going
to the general pharmacy to access their medication. What we did is that we
established a pharmacy within the eye clinic providing medication for eye patients
only; patients that required medication for their eyes. That has reduced the number of
patients going to the general pharmacy and by doing that, we also reduced the
waiting time for the other patients from other clinics who had to access medication
from the general pharmacy. As you are aware, we are providing and we continue to
provide that quality service.

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the revenue and expenditure within the public
health sector; let me indicate that when we became the Government the budget for
the health sector was approximately $1.8 billion. Today, the budget is $3.8 billion; we
have more than doubled the budget in the public health sector.

In addition to all that I have said and all the additional services, of course was
the Chronic Disease Assistance Programme (CDAP). As you are aware, all citizens
of Trinidad and Tobago can access medication at no cost, not only in our public
health pharmacies but also in our private pharmacies. Over 250 pharmacies are
participating in the distribution of medication for 11 chronic illnesses; over 50
different types of medication. We are looking at what additional medication we
can put on to the programme.

In excess of $140 million has been expended in that programme when it
started to October 2006. When citizens of Trinidad and Tobago would like to
know sometimes where the money has gone and in what areas we are expending
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this money; $3.8 billion is going towards the health sector and out of that—the
exact figure—$142 million up to October, 2006 in fact, is towards medication
under the CDAP.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Minister of
Health has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. C. Sharma]

Mr. Sharma: Spend a few minutes on the Bill, too.
Mr. Speaker: | did not hear you; could you repeat the Motion?

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. C. Sharma]

Mr. Sharma: Spend a few minutes on the Bill.
Question put and agreed to.

Hon. J. Rahael: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and hon. Members for extending
my time this evening. There is so much that is happening that I really need a lot
more than 30 minutes, but I understand that 30 minutes is what | have.

I have not touched yet on the school health programme. We have tested over
40,000 primary school children for hearing; over 40,000. This programme is
initially for hearing and vision. We have also started examining our young students in
primary schools for vision and hearing. That is intended to ensure that persons or
children who have a hearing deficiency or a lack of vision, that it could be able to
be detected early enough so that we would be able to address it.

I also heard on the other side the hon. Member for St. Augustine talking about
a bill of patients’ rights. I need to let the hon. Member know that it was in May of
2004 that the Ministry of Health, in fact, put out what is referred to as the
Patients’ Charter of Rights and Obligations. This poster is in every single public
health institution, whether it is the General Hospital; whether it is in our health
clinics; wherever it is; this document "Know Your Rights".

We are empowering our people so that they will know their rights when they
go to our public health institution, as a matter of fact, to any health institution in
Trinidad and Tobago; that they have the right to access treatment; they have the
right to their information; they have the right to refuse treatment. We go on to
indicate that if for whatever reason you wish to get more information at any of the
health institutions, all the names of the institutions and their phone numbers are
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listed so that patients now when they read this, if they wish to get further
information or to complain, the information is provided in this poster for them to
do that as well.

That was not all that we did. In order to empower again, our patients, so that
they know the rights that they have and what they should demand, we also mailed
out "Know Your Rights" booklets to every household in Trinidad and Tobago;
you should have received one. Through TTPost, we sent out "Know Your Rights
to Complain”. So, in fact, what we have done and what some of the doctors
objected to, was to empower our citizens of Trinidad and Tobago that if they have
a complaint to please do so and again, we provided them with the information as
to how they have to go about lodging their complaints. Whenever you see
someone complaining about the service in the public health sector it is because we
at the Ministry of Health have encouraged them to do so, because we want to
know, so that we could take corrective action. As | indicated, we have done over
10,000 surgeries on the waiting list initiative.

Mr. Ramnath: How many complaints did you receive?

Hon. J. Rahael: Mr. Speaker, the complaints go to the RHAs and they act on
them.

Mr. Ramnath: How many did you receive?

Hon. J. Rahael: Mr. Speaker, in addition to that, a lot has been said about the
Neonatal Unit and the delivery of health care in the public health sector when it
comes to babies and infants. | want to put on record and I will start with the
Mount Hope Women's Hospital. These are the statistics and they do not lie; early
neonatal deaths for 2002—2006. The early neonatal death rate has been decreased
each year since 2003. In 2003—2004, the neonatal death rate dropped by 34.5 per
cent; in 2004—2005, neonatal deaths dropped by 41.4 per cent; in 2005—2006,
by 42.7 per cent. From 18 neonatal deaths per 1,000 births, that dropped from 18
to 4 in 2006. So from 2002, it was 18 neonatal deaths at a rate of 18 per 1,000
births; in 2006 it was 4 per 1,000 births. Again, you can see the decrease in infant
mortality in Mount Hope Women's Hospital.

With respect to infant mortality rate, what | just indicated was early neonatal;
that is for babies from zero to seven days old. The infant mortality rate is from
zero to one year, which will include the early neonatal deaths. Again, we see a
drop from 125 in 2002 to 44 in 2006.

That is not only in Mount Hope that we are seeing the success that we are
making in the reduction of infants deaths in Trinidad and Tobago. In San Fernando, in
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2003—2004, 107; from October 2005 to September 2006, 56. In Port of Spain,
from a high of 106 in 2003 to 36 in 2006. In every area we are continuing to
reduce the mortality rate for neonatal and infants in Trinidad and Tobago. We are
continuing to provide more and more services in our public health institutions.

Mr. Speaker, when | indicated that if you are diagnosed with an illness that
requires elective surgery, that you are guaranteed to have it done within three
months, | challenged that not even in developed countries could they make that
bold statement, because we are providing that service, remember, at no cost to the
individual. So when we do open heart surgery or we do prostate or we do a hernia
or whether it is fibroids, hysterectomy or any of those surgeries at our public
health institutions, it is at absolutely no cost to the individual. We are seeing what
is happening; because of our success, more and more persons are coming on to
the public sector for service. So that we continue to have to do more and more,
because of the fact that when previously, members of the public would not go to
the public health institutions; they are going now to get it done because it is
provided to them at no cost. You see, Mr. Speaker, all of this what we are doing is
for the benefit of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, regardless of their income
status.

As we continue to go forward we will ensure that one, we provide quality
service and at times, there will be the very unfortunate incident that will occur.
Certainly the situation that occurred in the last quarter of last year is one that we
have tremendous regret over. We mourn the loss of Faith Williams but today we
celebrate the birth of a boy at the Port of Spain General Hospital that Avery
Williams gave birth to.

We celebrate life and we mourn death and we continue to do what is required
to ensure that when someone enters our public health facilities to get service, we
provide the quality service that is required.

While the Government is providing the infrastructure, the equipment, the medication,
the tools and putting everything that is in place, it is the medical professionals
who have to actually do the work, and of course, we hold them accountable as
well. It was the Ministry of Health that commissioned this investigation and we
are doing what is right; we will make sure that what we do is what we are supposed to
do. We will not do anything to jeopardize the outcome of this situation.

Mr. Speaker, | have just given you a purview and a small insight as to the
services that we are providing at Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex and all
the other health institutions. In San Fernando, many people who have visited our
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new wing at the San Fernando General Hospital will tell you it is state-of-the-art;
as good as or better than many in the developed countries. [Desk thumping] Go
and visit it, not as a patient, Mr. Speaker. | would like you to visit it just for you to
see for yourself the kind of facility that we are striving to put in place.

The Government has already announced, in addition to all that we are doing,
two new hospitals; one in Port of Spain and one in Central Trinidad. The architects for
the Port of Spain hospital have already been identified and they have began work
on the design for that hospital, and we are now trying to identify the location in
Central Trinidad, anywhere between Chaguanas and Couva where we will be
building another state-of-the-art institution. We still have the Chaguanas district
health facility to build. We still have the Diego Martin district health facility to
build. There are many challenges in the construction industry and we are doing
what is required to see the start of the Chaguanas and Diego Martin district health
facilities.

Only recently we opened the Petit Valley health centre and at that health
centre | am sure that the Member of Parliament for that area would be very
pleased. | am sure he may have visited that health centre by now, because when
we did the official opening, unfortunately he was out of country. Again, we are
providing services all the way.

We also have the Eastern Regional Health Authority and Sangre Grande, a
new hospital to be built and of course the one in Point Fortin. Again, there are
challenges and we are working towards ensuring that we overcome those challenges.
Tobago, another challenge. Now that we have back the site and arbitration is
about to be completed on that incident at the Scarborough hospital, with the
contractor, the consultants and Nipdec we will be able to move forward.

Mr. Speaker, | hope | have been able to provide you with an insight as to what
we are going; the fact that that waiting list initiative has been a roaring success
and we will continue to ensure that we keep providing quality care for citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago within a timely fashion.

I thank you.

Dr. Hamza Rafeeq (Caroni Central): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
The issues we are debating today that is the Variation of Appropriation Bill and
the Report from the Finance Committee, where funds are transferred from one
ministry to the other ministries that have greater needs; and where funds are
transferred within ministries from one area to another where the priorities are
greater. These are routine matters that occur every year regardless of the governments



15
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

that are in office at the particular time. [Interruption] Sorry? There are lots of
issues that we have with the transfers that have been done particularly and some
of the variations as well from ministry to ministry.

Before | get into that, | just want to say that this Government has tried to
frustrate every instrument of accountability within the system. We know that
initially when the Government of the United National Congress introduced the
joint select committees in Parliament, the present Government has tried to
frustrate the system at every turn. Their Members would not attend and even
when they attended, when ministries and agencies were called in, they would not
provide the information that was required of them. We have lots of instances of
that.

2.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the other instrument that we have within the Parliament here
where we can ask questions on a regular basis, that has been frustrated by this
Government. We have had questions that have been on the Order Paper sometimes for
an entire year and they have lapsed at the end of the year. Written questions and
even some oral questions that have been there for a year, they have lapsed and we
have to re-file them. In this particular session we have had questions that have
been filed at the beginning of this session and a lot of them have still not been
answered. There are postponements after postponements, and even sometimes
when the answers are given they do not answer the questions that have been
asked; an instance points to the question that was asked of the Minister of
Agriculture: “what they are paying for canes” and he did not answer the question.

Mr. Narine: That is not so, | answered.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, that is another area in which they frustrate the
instrument of accountability. [Interruption] The other instrument, Mr. Speaker, is
that during the Finance Committee meetings, and | have been making this point
over and over again, and last week | indicated this to the finance committee that
we ask questions during the Finance Committee meeting; one year passed, two
year passed then three years passed and we did not get responses to these questions.

Mr. Speaker, | had cause to point this out to the hon. Prime Minister, and just
after the 2006 budget during the Finance Committee this is what | said to him:
“Mr. Chairman, before you move on, | just wanted to make the point that in 2004,
in the Finance Committee we asked questions and we never got answers, to date.
In 2005 the same thing, we asked questions and never got answers. This is 2006
and those answers may no longer be relevant, but for these questions, that is the
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ones that we are asking in 2006, we would like to get the answers on a timely
basis.” That was in October 2006. This is almost the end of January and we still
have not gotten the answers to those questions; again frustrating the instruments
of accountability. We were expected to vote for the budget even without the
answers being provided, Mr. Speaker. You are the Speaker of the House and you
know that the—

Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, the Member would know that the promise was that
we would answer the questions during the budget debate, but you know what
happened with the budget debate.

Hon. Member: They used that as an excuse man.

Mr. Valley: They failed to participate and the Government having come here
to pass the budget had no option but to windup the debate. [Interruption] That is
what happened.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Diego Martin Central
[Interruption] is an experienced Member of Parliament—

Mr. Panday: Lame excuse!

Dr. H. Rafeeq:—He always takes pride in saying that he has been here for
30, 40 and 50 years, but let me tell you, he is saying that the answers would have
been provided during the debate. [Interruption] The Finance Committee takes
place after the budget debate. It takes place after the debate! The questions are
asked then. [Interruption] In 2004 we had a full budget debate, the questions were
not answered; in 2005 we had a full budget debate, the questions were not
answered; in 2006, yes, we had a truncated debate but it took place after—[Desk
thumping] Up to today we do not have the answers.

Hon. Member: Answer that now; answer that.
Mr. Panday: You have the opportunity today to answer it. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Valley: Give me the questions.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, and then the Member for Diego Martin Central
is asking for the questions. Before | answer that, let me make the point | was
making. You are Speaker of the House and you know that the Standing Orders of
the House allow four days for debate in the budget, but it allows seven days for
the committee stage and the reason for that is that the questions must be answered
within that seven-day; period. That is the purpose of having the committee stage
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for seven days; that is the purpose for putting seven days on the Standing Orders
for committee stage so that these questions can be answered within those seven
days, but 2004, no answers; 2005, no answers and 2006, no answers.

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Diego Martin Central said to give him the
questions. It is your job when you are sitting there as chairman or when the
Minister of Finance is sitting there as chairman to take note of the questions. You
have your staff with you, why do you not take note of the questions at that point
in time? [Interruption] You have the questions. When we sit here we go through
the heads of expenditure and we ask the questions based on the heads of expenditure.
[Interruption] Okay, yes, | am going to read it for you then. | will read it for you
since you said you have answered all.

Mr. Speaker, | asked: The recurrent expenditure—that is the heading on page
1(190); Allowances: There is something strange here. Last year—I am reading
from the 2006 Finance Committee, the budget—it was $1,300,000 [Interruption]
on page 190, | said—and this year it is $11,800,000; so there is an increase of
$10,577. 1 wanted to find out that was for allowances—I[Interruption] what the
increase was for. That is the question I asked. Did you answer that?

Mr. Valley: | am sure we answered that.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | went to goods and services; there is an item
here: extraordinary expenditure, again, last year the revised estimates, $750,000
allocated; this year $3.9 million, that is an increase of $3.2 million for extraordinary
expenditure and | asked the question; what was this for? What is extraordinary
expenditure? What extraordinary expenditure do you expect this year so that you
have budgeted the $4 million for? That is all | asked and no answers.

Mr. Speaker, | also asked—the Regional Health Authorities, there was a
heading at the side of it that said, vacant posts and $62 million was allocated. |
asked, does this refer to posts that have bodies or posts that will be advertised and
filled? The Minister said, again, | will check that. Up to today no answers.
[Interruption]

Mr. Panday: He is still checking it.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Still checking. In the development programme—the Renal
Dialysis programme—I see the revised allocation from last year was $1.5 million
from $10 million, and this year the allocation is $16 million. So last year it was
$1.5 million, this year it is $16 million. I asked what this is for and what the status
of the renal dialysis project is and no answers.
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The other one: special programmes—chronic disease: last year $2.5 million,
this year $6 million. | asked him, can you tell us exactly what is this special
programme, what is special programme chronic disease? Please explain that for
us. No answer. Then the human resource strategy: | said last year the revised
allocation was $3 million for human strategy and this year it is $43 million, an
increase of $40 million; | asked him what was that for. What was $43 million
being budgeted for? Human resource strategy, what is that? The Minister tried to
answer this one; he said it was not for a strategy. Human resource strategy he said
IS was not for a strategy, but he said he will provide the answer at some later date.
Mr. Speaker, to date no answer.

My final question | said, the oncology centre: something is wrong here; last
year the original and revised allocation was $1 million, this year it is $20 million,
please give us a status of this project. Up to today, no answer. He spoke for
almost 75 minutes today and no answer, Mr. Speaker. So you are saying that you
answered all the questions, Member for Diego Martin Central. | have selected
those questions only from the questions | asked on the issue of health, there are
many other questions that Members on this side asked them; several issues that
were not answered and if you go back to the minutes you will see the questions
there and you will see that none of them or very few of them have been answered.

Mr. Ramsaran: That is why we did not ask “none” this week.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Exactly! The Finance Committee, and | said this to the Prime
Minister when he last chaired the Finance Committee, this is becoming a farce,
because questions are asked, promises are made that you will provide the answers
and no answers are given.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health said that he tried to describe what he met
when he came to office in the year 2001/2002 and he gave the impression that
things were so good before that during the days of the PNM, and in the days of the
UNC things were so bad. | want to read for you just one paragraph of the Hansard
from 1994. This is the hon. Minister of Health, Mr. John Eckstein speaking. In
introducing the Regional Health Authorities Bill this is what he said:

“...Hon. Members are aware that all is not well in the state of the health
sector. The public is not happy, and complains of staff attitudes, long waits,
poor facilities and lack of drugs among other things. The staff is not happy,
and complains of frustrations in the work place, inadequate facilities and
equipment, lack of maintenance, interference and constraints exerted from
central levels, and, generally, of not having the freedom to manage properly.”



19
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

This is 1994, we came into office shortly thereafter in 1995; this is the situation we
met in 1995 when we came. [Desk thumping] This is the situation we met and |
will further go on to tell you; | would just like to describe one incident. When |
went to office at the Ministry of Health in 1995, | saw a letter there which came
from the staff of the San Fernando General Hospital a couple months before and it
was addressed to the Minister of Health, at that time it was Dr. Linda Baboolal,
and it said among other things that the San Fernando General Hospital did not
have any ambulances, they had one ambulance which was not functioning. That
was 1995: one ambulance, Mr. Speaker, at San Fernando General Hospital which
was not functioning!

Mr. Speaker, what Minister John Eckstein described here, it is after 40 years
of PNM rule. After 40 years of PNM rule and the health sector was in shambles!
[Desk thumping] That is what we met when we went into office in 1995, and |
will tell you some of the things we did to correct that, but before I do that, the
Minister a while ago, tried to paint such a rosy picture of the health sector and |
would just like to say to him that I would like him to visit Mount Hope Maternity
Hospital. I would like him to visit all the hospitals, but | would like him to visit
Mt. Hope Maternity Hospital. It pains me to have to read but | have to say this
today that in the year 2007 when we have so much money, when we are looking
towards developed-country status in 2020 and when we boast of how well we are
doing, especially in the health sector.

Mr. Speaker, at Mount Hope Maternity Hospital there are no incontinent pads
for patients. That is a basic requirement in a maternity hospital, and | said | feel
ashamed to have to come here today in the Parliament in 2007 and say this to the
Government. There are no incontinent pads in the maternity hospital in Mount
Hope. Mr. Speaker, there are no blood bottles to take blood at the Mount Hope
Maternity Hospital.

Hon. Member: What!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Blood investigations are so very important in any hospital,
particularly, in the maternity hospital. There are no blood bottles to take blood in
Mount Hope Maternity Hospital. Mr. Speaker, you know how many things can go
wrong in Mount Hope Maternity Hospital because of this one piece of negligence.
We are talking about Faith Williams, but you know how many people can get into
serious trouble because of this one piece of negligence on the part of the
Government.

Mr. Speaker, in Mount Hope Maternity Hospital there are no theatre gowns
for the nurses to wear. These are basic things | am telling you about. I am not
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talking about sophisticated equipment like MRI and CAT scan and so on. | am
talking about things that cost $1, $2, $3 and so on; there are no theatre gowns for
the nurses in the hospital. There are two fetal monitors that are working in Mount
Hope Maternity Hospital, but you know something, Mr. Speaker, whatever the
cost of those monitors, whether it is $20,000, $30,000 or whatever it is; those
monitors are not being used at this point in time because there is no paper to run
the machine. There is no paper; a simple thing like paper to run the machine.

Mr. Rahael: Thank you very much for giving way, hon. Member. | just want
to assure you that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has made available
through Nipdec and to the North Central Regional Health Authority all the resources
that are required, when it comes to finance and otherwise in order to ensure that
they have all of the consumables that you have mentioned are available to them. |
have also indicated to all the RHAs, if for whatever reason—what we referred to as
c40, which is the arm of Nipdec where we provide the funding to purchase all the
consumables that are required—Nipdec cannot supply the institution, whether it is
north central, north west, south west or eastern, they have the authority to go out
and purchase them and claim back the funds from the Government so that we will
be able to now deal with c40. The fact of the matter is that the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago is ensuring that all that is required for the medical professionals
to do their jobs is being provided.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, 1 am not telling tales here. I am telling you the
situation that exists at Mount Hope Maternity Hospital at this point in time. [Desk
thumping] And | want to say to the Minister that your responsibility—the responsibility
of the Ministry of Health is not only to provide the financing—is to monitor the
operations of the Regional Health Authorities. That is the responsibility of the
head office. [Desk thumping] That is the function that was given to you under the
Regional Health Authorities Act. The health authorities are providing the service,
yes; it is your responsibility to monitor them. Why should | have to come to
Parliament today to report to the entire nation that there are no incontinent pads
there, that they have no paper to run that machine? Why should I have to come to
do that? That should be your job! That is what you should be doing! That is what
the Ministry of Health should be doing, [Desk thumping] monitoring the performance
of the Regional Health Authorities to ensure that everything is in order, [Interruption]
but you know what is the problem; no paper. They cannot use the machine because
there is no paper and that costs a few dollars; that cost just a few dollars. [Interruption]
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Mr. Speaker, do you know what is the problem? Do you know why this is
happening? The Minister of Health has at the Ministry of Health eight communications
officers. [Interruption] [Laughter] He has eight communications officers at the
Ministry of Health.

Hon. Member: “Ooh goood”— Inaudible]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: And do you know how many doctors there are at the Ministry
of Health? There are three doctors at the Ministry of Health. So you have three
doctors at the head office of the Ministry of Health and you have eight communications
officers; that is what is happening. That is where their priorities are!

Hon. Member: You cannot take it. [Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | am not finished. Dynamap is a blood pressure
apparatus. All patients who are pregnant and who go into the hospital to have
babies or have whatever operations done, they need to be monitored; their blood
pressure needs to be monitored on a regular basis. Sometimes every five minutes,
every 10 minutes or every 15 minutes; that needs to be monitored on a regular
basis—that Dynamap monitors that blood pressure. Mr. Speaker, there are two.
There are two that are working at the hospital.

That hospital, | think it delivers over 6,000 babies a year and you have two
blood pressure apparatuses that are working and you are spending so much money
on PR, and in the variations here you have asked for a variation of $300,000 for
overseas travel.

Hon. Member: PR “waay”!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Do you know how many incontinent pads that could have
bought? Do you know how much paper that could have bought for the machines?
Do you know how many blood pressure apparatus that could have bought, Mr.
Speaker?

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: You said they only have two working; how many do
they need?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: They have two, they need at least 20, and they have two
working.

Mr. Bereaux: Would the hon. Member give way, please?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Certainly!
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Mr. Bereaux: Hon. Member for Caroni Central, could you please indicate the
source of your information, because as a Member of the Joint Select Committee
this is something that can be checked. Would you please indicate the source of
your information?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | will not fall into that trap. | will not fall into
that trap where | will say who gave me this information so that they can go and
victimize that person. | will not fall into that trap! [Desk thumping] [Interruption]
What | will tell the hon. Member is that | did not get this information as
privileged information as a Member of the Joint Select Committee. | did not get
the information that way. If | had got it that way you also would have gotten it, so
I did not get the information through the Joint Select Committee. | am not
breaking any privileges here; that is all | am saying.

Mr. Bereaux: | am not asking you to break privilege. All I am saying is, you
are coming here and saying all these things and | am just saying could you please
give us the source of your information. [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. Bereaux: If you bring any information from elsewhere and say this is the
source of it, you are now saying something and you are not saying the source,
therefore we are at odds to believe you.

Hon. Member: You want to fire the source. You want to fire the source; “all
yuh wicked”! [Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | think the speaker will know. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Listen! I am enjoying the contribution of the Member for
Caroni Central and if those of you who are not enjoying it, | keep saying there is a
door here and there is a door there. Please, let the Member make his contribution,
I am really interested in it. [Desk thumping]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, as you well know, | am not required to provide
the source of information, but further I am saying, | will not provide the source of
information because of the history of this Government. | do not want you to go
after the person who has provided this information for me. Victimize them, fire
them and so on. [Interruption] That is your record! What has happened to Inshan
Ishmael and 1BN? What has happened when people tried to talk against the
Government? What has happened! He has had two of his programmes pulled off
from 1BN! Why? [Desk thumping] That is what | said that every instrument of
accountability in this country is being subverted, and you want me to give you the
information as to who has provided this information so that you can go after them.



23
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

Mr. Bereaux: Hon. Member, | am saying it is not true!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: I will not give way on that point again. The thing is | am not
going to provide that information for you. | have given you information, if I am
wrong let the Minister check it and come and say so. [Desk thumping] Let the
Minister check it and come and say that this information is wrong! [Desk
thumping] | am not finished!

Mr. Speaker, when we were in office we introduced the system by which
nursing assistants can go on to qualify as midwives. We did that for a reason and
that is, we had a shortage of nurses. What was happening in those days is that the
nurses were going to qualify as midwives and then they were being absorbed in
the midwifery stream, so in the general work for nurses you had a shortage of
nurses.

We said let the nurses remain there and do the nursing work, we will take the
nursing assistants and train them as midwives and put them to work as midwives.
Some of them were trained and they have been doing beautifully. Mr. Speaker,
four people were trained over the last couple of years; four of them have been
trained and went to Mount Hope. They started in Mount Hope as nursing assistants,
they went and they got their training as midwives and they came back to Mount
Hope.

Mr. Speaker, two years have passed and these four people are still practising
in Mount Hope as nursing assistants because they told them that they have no
money to absorb them as midwives. [Interruption] Today—and yet you are taking
$300,000 for overseas travel and you cannot employ these people—there is a dire
shortage of midwives in Mount Hope Maternity Hospital, go there anytime. If you
want you can check this, Member of Parliament for La Brea, you can check this;
there is a dire shortage of midwives at the Mount Hope Maternity Hospital. You
have four people who are qualified but they cannot touch a baby because their job
specs do not allow them to, they are only functioning as nursing assistants; they
have not been appointed as midwives. Check the information!

Mr. Speaker, the other area of human resource is patient care assistant. Again,
when we were in office we introduced this category of staff called patient care
assistants, and again, it was part of the strategy to deal with the shortage of nurses.
Everyone knows that there is a shortage of nurses, not only here in Trinidad but in
many parts of the world there is a shortage of nurses. We said that there are lots of
duties that are performed by nurses that can be done by people who are less
qualified, so we introduced this category of staff called patient care assistants who
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can bathe patients, who can feed them, who can tidy them up, who can take them
to the X-ray department when they need an X-ray and things like that and they
have been functioning beautifully.

When this Government came into office they treated that category of staff like
another URP or like another CEPEP, they employed a whole cadre of people—
employed 60 of them—and sent them to the hospitals, employed one hundred of
them and sent them to the hospitals and gave them six months employment. That
was never the intention of this programme. It was never the intention of this
programme to give them short-term employment. The only time you should offer
short-term employment for a category of staff like this is if you have more nurses
than you need, so you give people short-term employment and when you have the
full cadre of nurses then you can say, well okay, we no longer need you.

Mr. Speaker, there is a shortage of nurses in the hospitals, everyone knows
that, but they were giving these people six months employment, employing patient
care assistants for six months and then sending them home, then employing another
cadre of people [Interruption] for a new turnover. These patient care assistants
would have remained at the hospital, they would have gotten a little experience
that was necessary and they would have been able to deal with the patients and
provide that level of care that would assist the qualified nurses.

Mr. Speaker, as | said they had a rapid turnover and my information is some
of them have done quite well. Today, there is one patient care assistant at Mount
Hope Maternity Hospital. Why? You have a shortage of nurses, you have a
shortage of midwives, you have a shortage of nursing assistants, you can get any
number of patient care assistants you want, yet you have one patient care assistant
in Mount Hope hospital. Yet $300,000 for overseas travel and so much money for
communication. Lord!

Mr. Rahael: Would you give way?
Dr. H. Rafeeq: Sure!

Mr. Rahael: Mr. Speaker, | just made a phone call to Mount Hope Hospital
Administrator, Mr. Davin Thomas who has made it abundantly clear there is no
shortage of any paper for any testing for the machine and there is no shortage
of—is it capsule that you said for the blood?

Dr H. Rafeeq: The bottle.

Mr. Rahael: The bottle, and the capsule ones and there was no shortage of
that either. He made it quite clear to me that since we gave instructions that there
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should be no shortage of those consumables that if they do not get them from c40
they are purchasing them themselves. And there is no shortage of any gowns
either. So | do not know where the hon. Member got his information from but |
want to assure him | have just spoken to Mr. Davin Thomas, he is Mount Hope
Women’s Hospital Administrator and he categorically denied that the statements
are accurate. Thank you.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | am not surprised. I am not surprised, Mr.
Davin Thomas does not qualify for that job. [Laughter] [Desk thumping] Mr.
Speaker, what he has done is he started to paint Mount Hope hospital. He started
to paint the outside and when he painted it the staff complained that that colour
was not good enough he removed that and he painted it again. That is what he is
doing. He told the nurses—and | will challenge him to come and say no—that
there has to be some kind of problem in communication because he is not aware
that there is a shortage of all of these things—he told the nurses that. So | am not
surprised that he is telling the Minister that everything is going well.

Hon. Member: He does not know anything so he is not aware.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: So the Minister also is not aware. If the hospital manager is
not aware how would the Minister be? And this is why | am saying that the
Ministry is not doing its job. If the Ministry was doing its job of monitoring what
was happening at these hospitals this situation would not have occurred. The
Minister would not have to get up in the middle of a debate and go and call the
manager to find out what is happening. That should not be his job at this point in
time. [Interruption] If you had been doing your job of monitoring the Regional
Health Authorities and monitoring the hospitals that would not have happened,
you would have known. You would have known that there was no paper; you
would have known that there are no incontinent pads and you would have known
these things.

Mr. Rahael: Because it is not true!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: You are not monitoring; you are not doing what you are
supposed to be doing as Minister of Health.

Mr. Panday: The administrator painting.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: The administrator painting and do not forget the
Christmas party.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Yes, and the Christmas party.
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Hundreds of thousands—
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Dr. H. Rafeeq: Hundreds of thousands of dollars for Christmas party and they
cannot buy essential things for the hospital.

Mr. Rahael: People know better.
Hon. Member: He does not know. [Inaudible]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, in the report it says in the notes that were
provided: “a sum of $3 million is required to defray expenses for the increase in
demands of assistance from nationals suffering from chronic renal failure and
other serious ailments when they were unable to meet full monthly cost of dialysis
and treatment required.”

Mr. Speaker, | have spoken ad nauseam about this in this Parliament and
obviously we have failed to get the Government to act. This is the fifth year of
this Parliament and for five years | have stood up in this Parliament, inside and
outside of Parliament and | have been making this plea to the Government to
implement the Human Tissue Transplant Act. | just asked the Minister, has it been
implemented? The answer is no. He has said that they did nine operations of
patients’ kidney transplant.

The Member for San Barataria/Juan is not here today, but kidney transplants
from live donors have been done in this country for the last 15 years. For the last
15 years it did not require the Human Tissue Transplant Act to do that. That has
been done for the last 15 years in this country and most of them have been
successful; a lot of patients have gotten lives from that. The Human Tissue Transplant
Act is to empower the Government, it is to empower the doctors to take organs
from cadavers and transplant them to living people. That is the purpose of the
Human Tissue Transplant Act and not one has been done to date. Not one! The
Minister said that he is inviting me for the first surgery that would be done in
March; he has invited me about five times already. [Laughter] He has given us
about five start-up dates already for this programme. [Laughter] [Interruption]

Two years ago he told us, August we are going to start, then again he told us
some other start-up date and now he is saying March. | do not have much faith in
that promise. [Interruption] You launched the programme, what does that mean,
that you are going to start surgery on that day? Mr. Speaker, | have said that there
are thousands of patients in this country who are suffering from chronic renal
failure, the Minister knows that. Thousands of patients! And this Government
cannot afford to dialyze all of these patients and even if they can afford they are
not doing it. But | have said that a lot of these patients can get a new life, they can
get a new lease of life if this Human Tissue Transplant Act is implemented.
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3.00 p.m.

People have gone to Pakistan; people have gone to other parts of the world.
Some of the surgeries have been successful and some have not been successful,
some patients have died. But Mr. Speaker, | am saying that we have so many
young people who are dying from vehicular accidents, not a situation that we like,
but it is a fact of life. We have so many young people who have been murdered
and their organs are good. Again, it is a situation that we are not proud of, but that
is a fact of life, and while the PNM continues in office, we expect a lot more
people to be killed. We have a lot of organs that are available to be transplanted
into these thousands of patients who cannot be dialyzed; these thousands of
patients who do not have a hope unless they get a kidney transplant or unless they
are dialyzed.

So, Mr. Speaker, there are patients who are staring death in the face and if this
Government will only implement the Human Tissue Transplant Act, that will give
these people a new lease in life. Why is it that after five years it has not been
implemented? When we were in office, that was one of the most difficult pieces
of jobs that we had to do, and this was, to get this Act passed, the Human Tissue
Transplant Act, because that was something in the making for about 25 years, that
human tissue transplant.

Finally, we got it together, we brought it to Parliament; it went to a Joint
Select Committee of Parliament; the Joint Select Committee deliberated on it; it
came back to both Houses of Parliament and it was passed. We were working on
the regulations when we went out of office, and from since then, the Minister has
said that they have proclaimed the regulations, but so far, nothing has happened.
The Act has not been implemented and not one surgery has been done.

It is not only kidneys, there are so many other organs that can be transplanted
and | want to tell you that I know that we have the expertise in Trinidad to do it.
We have the expertise in Trinidad as far as the doctors and nurses and so on are
concerned. We have the expertise to do it. It is just that the Government is not
providing the infrastructure for it to be done. Mr. Speaker, | do not know why
they do not have an interest in giving life to people who would otherwise die.
That is one side of the coin.

The other side of the coin is that in 2004, the Minister of Finance in his budget
statement said that they will construct two dialysis centres, one in South and one
in North that would dialyze, | think 200 patients each. He said that would be done
by the beginning of 2005. 2005 has gone; 2006 has gone; we are in 2007, and
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today even the contracts have not yet been awarded. | do not know why? You
have promised people that by the beginning of 2005 they would have been able to
be dialyzed. We are talking about thousands of patients who are staring death in
the face. You promised them that you would give them a new lease on life and up
to day, nothing has been done and patients continue to die. Promises continue to
be made and patients continue to die.

The other area, $19 million was required to facilitate the procurement of
additional pharmaceuticals and non-pharmaceuticals as a result of the introduction
of new services, MRI and CT scan, a high cost of drugs for cancer treatment and
increases in the number of persons seeking assistance in the public health care
system. And | would like to deal with these three issues, the first one, introduction
of new services, MRI and CAT scan.

Mr. Speaker, the introduction of these pieces of investigating equipment into
the health sector is welcome. The introduction of these pieces of equipment in the
health sector is certainly welcome. But the piece of equipment in the San
Fernando Hospital—and | want to say this to the Minister and | am sure that the
Minister would agree with me—is an inferior piece of equipment. Mount Hope
Hospital has a 16-slice CT scan; San Fernando has a 1-slice CT scan, a very
inferior piece of equipment. The Minister said, and he has said on several
occasions, that when that CT scan is down, the supplier takes up the tab for the CT
scans that are required to be down during that period.

Recently that CAT scan machine in San Fernando was down for four weeks
and again you can check that information. It was down for four weeks.

Hon. Member: | would make a call.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Yes, make a call and check the information. That CT scan
machine was down for four weeks. During those four weeks, several patients were
scheduled to have CT scans and during those four weeks a couple of patients had
CT scans done at private institutions. Just a couple! All the rest of them had to be
rescheduled to a date—and the waiting time for a CT scan is not close to a year—
they had to wait almost a year to get their CT scans done. So, the Minster misled
this House when he said that all those scans would have been done at the cost of
the supplier. That is not true, that is not what is in the contract.

The contracts talks about only the emergencies would be done, but all those
who have been scheduled—and people would not be scheduled for CT scan for
frivolous reasons. They would be scheduled for scans because there is a suspicion
that something serious is going on especially in the case of head injuries and so
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on. Mr. Speaker, a lot of those patients, as | said, is still waiting for their CT scans
even though the Minister gave us the assurance that all those would have been
done at the cost of the supplier.

The next issue is the issue of cancer treatment. You know, this is one issue
just like the Human Tissue Transplant Act that pains me. Because cancer is
almost epidemic in Trinidad and Tobago, everybody knows that. Everybody
knows some relative who has cancer; some friend who has cancer; people who
have cancer, it is almost becoming epidemic. The treatment of cancer is extremely
expensive especially if you have to go abroad for treatment. Right now at the St.
James Radiotherapy Centre and recently the Specialist Oncologist, Dr. Aneisa
Ahmad made the point that the equipment that you have at the St. James Medical
Complex, Radiotherapy Centre is from 1930.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Good Lord!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: It is 1930 equipment. This is something that none of us should
be proud of. We are treating people with 1930 equipment.

Mr. Rahael: We did not buy that, you know who buy the Cobra machine?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: When we were in office, we initiated the process for the
establishment of an oncology centre. We commissioned through public advertisements
and so on, a firm to do the feasibility study that would have given us information
as the site where that oncology centre should be sited; as to the size of that centre;
as to the staffing that was required for the centre; and the equipment that was
required for that centre. We were just about to receive the report when we went
out of office and shortly thereafter, the report was delivered to the Ministry of
Health.

Following that feasibility study and after a proper assessment of that feasibility
study, we were supposed to go for tender of the construction of that centre. That
did not happen. That same firm that did the feasibility study was given the contract
for the oncology centre. The Minister would say it is through a Government-to-
Government arrangement, but whatever the arrangement is, that is something that
is wrong. The same firm that did the feasibility study was given the contract for
the oncology centre.

Mr. Speaker, to date—I think the contract was given for a $120 million or
whatever it is—we still do not have a contract awarded for the construction of the
centre. We do not even have a contract that has been awarded for the construction
of that centre and today is 2007. Mr. Prime Minster, your expression says that you



30

Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007
[DR. RAFEEQ]

do not know this was happening, but we do not yet have a contract that has been
awarded for the construction of that centre. Today in 2007, even in 2006, we
should have been walking into a brand new state-of-the-art Oncology Centre, but
up to today, we do not yet have a contract that has been awarded for the construction
of that centre. Mr. Prime Minister, this is something that pains me.

Recently, a private centre was opened somewhere up in North Trinidad here
and it is the Brian Lara Cancer Treatment Centre and you know what Mr. Lara
said there? Mr. Lara said that he hopes that that Centre would be able to provide
treatment for all patients, those who can afford to pay and those who cannot
afford to pay. | am sorry to disappoint Mr. Lara. | am sorry to disappoint Mr. Lara
because | know that a lot of patients in Trinidad and Tobago will not be able to
access treatment at the Brian Lara Cancer Centre. If the Government is serious
about treating cancer patients, then they should take up the tab for all the patients
who have cancer in Trinidad and Tobago, to be treated at that cancer centre where
there are Linear Accelerator machines. [Desk thumping] They do not have the
capacity, which is why | am saying Mr. Lara will be disappointed. They can treat
a few people; those who have the money will be treated; they are the ones.

Recently, there was an article in one of the newspapers in which the Director
of the Radiotherapy was saying that patients are dying because of lack of
treatment. Patients were not given appointments on time and even when they were
given appointments, they could not be treated on time, so a lot of them were dying
because they could not be treated, and the treatment that they were getting was
even substandard because we do not have state-of-the-art equipment.

The Minster also said in some of his utterings, public and private, in the House
and out of the House that they introduced 200 new beds at the San Fernando Hospital.
We know that overcrowding in the hospital is a serious problem. This has been
going on for a long time and the Minister came here and he boasted that he
introduced 200 more beds into the system in the new wing of the San Fernando
Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, the new wing was opened and 200 beds were commissioned—
Was it 200 beds, Mr. Minister? While they commissioned 200 beds in the new
wing, they decommissioned 200 beds in the old wing. How many beds did they
add? They commissioned 200 beds in the new wing and they decommissioned
200 beds in the old wing. How many beds did they add to the system? Common
sense will tell you that if you want to increase the number of beds, you commission
new beds; you do not decommission all the old ones.
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Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member for
Caroni Central has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. G. Singh]

Question put and agreed to.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Just as an aside, | want to congratulate
the Prime Minister. | heard you had a very successful convention yesterday, a
very successful URP/CEPEP convention and we understand that just as you stood
up here and you chastised the Member for St. Augustine, you ducked and ran
yesterday. [Laughter]

Hon. Member: Yes, he did.
Dr. H. Rafeeq: Anyway, Mr. Speaker, that was just an aside.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, very nice of the hon. Member for Caroni Central
to give way. Yesterday was Sunday, it was the Sabbath. | spent yesterday at home
and | do not know that of which the Member speaks. If he was talking about
Saturday, | would like to advise him and hon. Members that we had all of 8,000
persons in VVessigny.

Hon. Member: All CEPEP workers.

Mr. Manning: The CEPEP programme does not have 8,000 persons in it. And
may | also say that the people came from all walks of life and from all over the
country, including some from Caroni Central. Just for the record, we had a
significant contingent from Biche in the constituency of Nariva. [Desk thumping]
[Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 1 still reiterate my congratulations for a
successful CEPEP and URP convention.

Dr. Moonilal: Penal URP.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. Manning: Dhanraj was there.

Mr. Singh: No, he was performing at the dollar wine park.
Mr. Valley: That is how you treat your former colleague?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, the Minister mentioned today, again that a new
hospital will be constructed in Port of Spain and he did mention and | do not
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know if I heard him right, | thought I heard him say something like the designs
are being done at this point in time. Is that what you said, Minister?

Mr. Rahael: The architects have been appointed.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: The architects have been appointed? 1 do not recall having
seeing advertisements for that in the newspapers. | do not know how they were
selected.

Mr. Valley: You must have missed it.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: | must have missed it. I do not recall having seeing
advertisements for the construction of a new hospital. I do not know how the
architects were selected, but given the way this Government operates, | will not
be surprised that it was done by some sole selective tendering process. But, Mr.
Speaker, seriously, the point is and | have made the point over and again, and |
want to say that spending $1 billion or $2 billion on a new hospital in Port of
Spain should not be the priority of this Government, at this point in time.

Mr. Rahael: What about the central hospital.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Let me talk about the Central hospital. This is the second time
you have provoked me to talk about the Central hospital. Mr. Speaker, this is the
second time the Minister has asked me what about the Central hospital. They said
that they are going to build a hospital in Central. The Government is going to
build a new hospital in Central. | do not know if the Prime Minister recalls in the
2002 general election campaign, you went to Central and you told the people that
you were going to build a new hospital in Couva. You told them that, this is 2007;
five years; you are still making that promise. Up to today you are still making that
promise.

But, Mr. Prime Minister, when you take into consideration that the old Couva
hospital had been dilapidated, that the public health inspectors and the Ministry of
Works said that that building should not be occupied for so many years, the
Member for Couva South raised motion, after motion, after motion; there were
protests, after protests; so many things to bring to your attention that the Couva
hospital needed to be rebuilt; so many instances that the people of Central
Trinidad had to bring that to your attention and still up to the time that you
demitted office, nothing was done. Nothing was done, not even a design. When
we came into office with the limited resources at our disposal, we constructed the
Couva District Health Facility, and today, that is functioning quite well. I welcome a
hospital in Central Trinidad, but I am telling the people in Central Trinidad do not
hold your breath.
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Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. Member for Caroni Central once
again for giving way. Just to advise him and hon. Members that the construction
of a new hospital to serve the growing metropolis of Couva and Chaguanas is part
of the initiative of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in collaboration with
the Johns Hopkins University of the United States of America. And in fact, they
are looking at a number of things, including the building of a new Port of Spain
General Hospital, which incidentally is being designed as a teaching hospital, to
train doctors on a different basis from the basis which uwi now trains and we
could go into that at some time. The initiative is now moving ahead quite rapidly,
and very shortly the Cabinet is going to consider a final set of proposals from the
Johns Hopkins team working together with the team from the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago. It is well on the way.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, | would just like to say to the Prime Minister,
can you tell the people of Central Trinidad that by 2008 you would begin
construction of a hospital in Couva? Can you say that to the people in Couva?

Mr. Manning: [Inaudible]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: No, no, no, in elections you made so many promises. Mr.
Prime Minister, you probably do not recall. You told the people in Central that
you were going to build a military hospital in Caroni. You told them that; what
has happened to that? [Desk thumping] It is not only one promised that you have
made; you promised them that you would build a hospital there; you promised
you would build a military hospital in Couva. Mr. Prime Minister, you make so
many promises when you are on the hustings that you forget.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, just for the record, the Member for Caroni
Central is being extremely mischievous. The military hospital was an initiative of
the Government of which he was a part with the Chinese, which was what you all
were saying. They were getting it from the Chinese, Mr. Speaker, and in the
election campaign we repudiated that approach; we wish no military hospital.

Mr. Valley: We have a manifesto.
Mr. Manning: We made that clear.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, | am saying that he is
forgetting and let me just clarify this. That was not an initiative of the Government of
the United National Congress. [Desk thumping] The Chinese Government came to
us and said they wanted to do that and we did not allow that proposal to go
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through. The Prime Minister made that statement that he was going to build a
military hospital. You must be careful of what you are saying on the hustings, Mr.
Prime Minister; you say things that you do not remember.

Mr. Manning: That is not true.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Probably making up as you go along. You are right! Mr.
Speaker, everything that | have said, | want the Government to go and check it,
and if they can come back and say what | have said is untrue, | will stand up and
apologize. Just let me make one point. | just want to make a little point that the
Ministry of Social Development is also involved in this transfer. | wanted to make
a point with the Ministry of Social Development.

Mr. Speaker, recently as you know the SHARE Programme has been reorganized
and they now have the Smart Card. There is an organization in the Freeport area
that was involved in the SHARE Programme and they were told by the authorities
that they should submit the names of all those who are benefiting from the SHARE
Programme, which they did, and after some time. The Ministry of Social Development
provided a list to this organization saying that these are the people who will
benefit in the first phase of the programme. They did not take all the names, they
took a portion of it and said these are the names of the people who will benefit
from these programmes from the Smart Card initiative and these persons should
go to Couva on a particular day and they will collect their Smart Card there. That
information was passed on to those people, and among those people, there was a
paraplegic girl, she has had two operations; she is now bedridden. She needs
people to look after her; of course she has no income; her mother is 80-year-old,
she also has no income, except she is getting old age pension. She does not have a
husband, children or so—[Interruption]

Mr. Manning: Most likely that is [Inaudible]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: $2,000 pension? Okay. This girl had to hire a taxi to go to
Couva to collect this Smart Card. When she went to Couva, she was told, your
name is not on the list, you are not entitled to a Smart Card. Two hundred dollars
for a taxi! She went back to the organization and said, they told me that my name
is not on the list. The organization showed her the letter that they got from Social
Development, “Look your name is here.” There was another gentleman whose
name was there and they told him his name was not on the list. Two people were
sent back. But this particular girl, a paraplegic girl, bedridden, only an 80-year-old
mother to look after her, took a taxi and went and was told—

Mr. Partap: She did not have a party card.
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Dr. H. Rafeeq:—there was no card for her. Mr. Speaker, how can this
Government be so insensitive? When they got the list, they decided who should
get the cards and who should not. They decided who will get the cards in the first
batch. Told the girl that she can go and when she went there, she is now $200
short of whatever little funds she had; $200 short because of the bungling of this
Government. To date, that girl still does not have the Smart Card, she is not
benefiting from the resources of Trinidad and Tobago. Before that, she was
benefiting from the SHARE hampers.

Mr. Speaker, | wish the Government would look into cases like these and not
perpetuate this heartless kind of behaviour against citizens who are really
vulnerable in Trinidad and Tobago. The Minister—and | will come back to the
health sector; it is where the major transfers are being done—spoke about new
heath centres that he has opened. But, | have made the point on numerous
occasions in this House and | will repeat it today and that is, that this Government this
year would have been in office for six years. By the end of this year they would
have been in office for six years. In the Health Sector Reform Programme, eight
district health facilities were supposed to have been constructed. When we were in
office, we finished the construction of two and we built two, which are four.

To date, four still have to be built. This Government has not initiated the
construction of one single district health facility in Trinidad and Tobago. Not one
single district health facility in Trinidad and Tobago. They have not initiated the
construction of one single district health facility. That is why you have overcrowdings
in the hospitals, in the casualties and so on. The district health facilities are meant
to take up some of that load, but you are talking about constructing another Port of
Spain hospital. You are talking about constructing a Central hospital, you cannot even
construct, a small institution like a district health facility for which you already
have the funding.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Not one.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Not one. Not one has even commenced construction; it takes
about a year and half, two years to build. You are going to build a new hospital in
Port of Spain; you are going to build a new hospital in Central Trinidad; when
will you build the Point Fortin hospital, Mr. Prime Minister? When will you
construct the Point Fortin hospital, same time with the Scarborough hospital or
same time with the smelter? You want to build two smelters down there and you
are not going to build a hospital for the people when they get sick? When we
came to office, the PNM Government before that had agreed—tell me if | am
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saying anything wrong. That is not poison, those are facts. If the facts are
poisonous | cannot help that—that the Point Fortin hospital should be downgraded to
a district health facility.

We went to the IDB, through the Health Sector Reform Programme and we
told them that we were not satisfied with that arrangement because we felt that
Point Fortin needed a hospital and we gave them all the reasons why we felt so.
The 1DB said to us, that for them to agree and for it to form part of the health
sector reform programme they needed us to do a feasibility study and we did that.
We did the feasibility study and the Member of Parliament for La Brea will be
aware of that. He was contacted; | think he attended one of the consultations. The
feasibility study was conducted and the Inter-American Bank agreed that Point
Fortin needed a hospital. We went about thereafter to do the tendering for the
designs of the construction of the hospital and then of course, we demitted office.

Mr. Speaker, | do not want to drag you into the debate, but the Member for
San Fernando West while he was in Opposition, did say as soon as the PNM
comes into office they will build the Point Fortin hospital. The Member for
Parliament for San Fernando West between 1995 and 2000, the Point Fortin
hospital—[Interruption]

Mr. Manning: Who told you that?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: The Member for Parliament, he used to sit somewhere in one
of these seats here.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: The then Member.
Dr. H. Rafeeq: The then Member of Parliament for San Fernando West.

Mr. Manning: You are bringing the Speaker in this thing?

Dr. H. Rafeeq: No, | am not bringing in the Speaker; I am bringing in the
Member for Parliament for San Fernando West. The people of Point Fortin really
have been languishing and they deserve a hospital. They certainly deserve the
hospital and | do not understand why after five years in office and this is the last
year, a contract has not been awarded for the construction of that hospital. When
will the people of Point Fortin get their hospital? You want to construct a new
hospital in Port of Spain which already has a hospital; you want to construct a
new hospital? Why do you not deal with the people in Point Fortin? Why do you
not award the contract and let them have their hospital? You want to build a new
hospital with Johns Hopkins. Tell Johns Hopkins to go down and build Point
hospital for you, please. [Desk thumping] Let them go and build that hospital for
you first and then we will see about Port of Spain.
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You are talking about building a teaching hospital, Mr. Prime Minister, what
is the position with Mount Hope Hospital? Is that no longer a teaching hospital?
You want it to remain and deteriorate again. That hospital as we speak is
deteriorating, why do you not spend some of the money that you are going to use
to construct a new hospital and upgrade Mount Hope? Why do you not upgrade
Port of Spain Hospital, a fraction of the cost and with the same services? What
will happen to Mt. Hope, it will no longer be a teaching hospital? You had said
that you wanted to be a centre of excellence and we agreed with that, but why are
you sacrificing that to build a new hospital?

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. Member for Caroni Central for
giving way. Mount. Hope Hospital remains a teaching hospital in association with
the University of the West Indies. The University of the West Indies runs a
programme of medical education that is based on the British system.

3.30 p.m.

What is being proposed in Port of Spain is a new hospital that is a teaching
facility, which means that the quality of health care will be of a very high
standard, but based along the lines of the United States of America. There is a
fundamental difference between the two systems and, among other things, it
democratizes the profession of medicine. That is the key in all of that. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Singh: What do you mean by that? [Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Would the Prime Minister explain what he means by democratizing?
I will give way. [Crosstalk] That is the accountability, democratizing.

Mr. Bereaux: Hon. Member, maybe as you are there, you can tell us whether
you have received the information, which you had earlier, which you refused to
tell me from Sahara Mohammed.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: | did not give way. You should not go where you are not
invited. [Laughter] [Crosstalk]

Mr. Prime Minister, with the new Port of Spain hospital going to be built,
what will happen with the old one; will it be decommissioned? The answer is
yes? [Crosstalk] So you are going to build a new hospital in Port of Spain, a
teaching hospital, state-of-the-art equipment and all of that. What about the
management practices? What about the staff? [Crosstalk]

Mr. Manning: That is the advantage of going the route of Johns Hopkins. In
fact, they are the second premier medical institution in the United States and one
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of the things on which they are very strong is management. As part of the
construction of that hospital, is also a system of management that has been tried
and tested in the United States. That is one of the reasons why we have chosen to
partner with Johns Hopkins rather than go it on our own. [Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Is that another opportunity for the President of the University
of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT)? [Crosstalk] The Prime Minister just told us that
they are going to build a new hospital in Port of Spain and they will decommission the
Port of Spain General Hospital; so that means that it will no longer be a health
care institution; maybe it would provide another service. We can probably put the
Parliament there. You can consider that, Mr. Prime Minister. [Laughter] [Crosstalk]

You are going to decommission the Port of Spain General Hospital and build
a new hospital, but just a few weeks ago there was an advertisement in the
newspapers for construction of a psychiatric ward at the Port of Spain General
Hospital. You are advertising for design and construction of a psychiatric unit?
Why are you wasting funds like that? Why are you going to construct a new unit
at the Port of Spain General Hospital, when you are going to build a new hospital
there? So you are going to build a new wing and then decommission it and build a
new hospital? Why are you wasting so much money? [Crosstalk] There is
absolutely no logic in that. [Interruption]

Mr. Rahael: Just to inform the hon. Member that, in fact, no decisions have
been made with respect to exactly what areas we are going to decommission in
the existing hospital. That is all part of the study taking place; so the psychiatric
ward is not going to be decommissioned. Do not assume these things. [Crosstalk]

Dr. H. Rafeeq: That confuses me more and, obviously, it is confusing the
Prime Minister, because he is holding a different view.

Mr. Rahael: You are a confused person. [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Order!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: The Minister of Health needs to talk to his Prime Minister;
obviously they are not communicating. What is the reason for putting a psychiatric
unit at the Port of Spain General Hospital? There must be a reason for removing
it from St. Ann's and bringing it to the Port of Spain hospital.

Mr. Rahael: We are not removing the St. Ann's Psychiatric Hospital into Port
of Spain. As part of the decommissioning of the St. Ann's Hospital, there will be
psychiatric wards in various communities in Trinidad and Tobago. You are aware
of the Brazil Accord which says that is the way to treat with persons who require
mental care. You do not put everybody in one building.
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Hon. Member: Total madness! [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Order!

Dr. H. Rafeeq: You decommission St. Ann's; you build a new wing at Port of
Spain; then you decommission Port of Spain and you go to Johns Hopkins?
Before that, do you know what was said? For the new psychiatric wing you were
bringing patients from St. Ann's to put them in the Port of Spain hospital so the
medical care they were required to have would be close to them. You will have
medical wards, surgical wards, pediatric wards and other facilities that will cater
to the medical needs of patients who also need psychiatric help. If that is the
argument, then why go to a new hospital and leave them in the Port of Spain
hospital as the Minister is saying? Go to any hospital, but leave the psychiatric
patients? Well leave them. This thing just gets more and more laughable.

Mr. Rahael: Like you said, you were confused.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: At some point in time we have to get the real reason why the
Government wants to build a new hospital in Port of Spain.

Between 1995 and 2000, the moneys allocated to the Ministry of Health
during that period would have been close to $5 billion. It was a little less than $1
billion a year when we started and a little more than $1 billion after we left. We
had about $5 billion allocated to the Ministry of Health to provide its services to
the people of Trinidad and Tobago. We engaged in several new initiatives in order
to bring some kind of order to the Ministry of Health. As former Minister John
Eckstein said, the whole system was almost in collapse. So we started the
initiatives to bring some kind of order to health care in Trinidad and Tobago.

I can spend the next 75 minutes to tell you what we did, but I will just briefly
mention a list of some of the things. | wanted to deal with all the misinformation
the Minister gave. We initiated the Emergency Health Service (EHS), because |
told you that when we went into office there was one ambulance in the San
Fernando hospital and one in the Port of Spain hospital. Those were to transfer
patients from hospital to hospital; from institution to institution. There was no
service afforded to the people of Trinidad and Tobago that when they were sick at
home they could get an ambulance to take them to the hospital. We established
that service during the 1995/2000 period.

We established the emergency health service whereby every citizen of
Trinidad and Tobago who was at home or if they were in an accident on the road,
or if there was any kind of illness on the road, they could call an ambulance which
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would assist them and take them to a health institution. The ambulances, of
course, were equipped with emergency and communication equipment. The
difficult part was to establish the service. Having to build on it is very easy; you
could buy ambulances, put new equipment and so on, but we established the
service.

We completed the construction of two district health facilities and completed
the construction of two; so that was four district health facilities. This Government has
not done one so far. We opened the pediatric hospital at the Eric Williams
Medical Sciences Complex. Mr. Speaker, | do not know if you recall, but | am
sure the Prime Minister would recall, that even before the EWMSC was constructed,
that was the vision of the then Prime Minister, Eric Williams. He wanted to
construct a pediatric hospital in Mount Hope; after it was expanded, of course, to
build a full hospital, but his initial idea was to build a pediatric hospital.

Mr. Manning: A maternity hospital.

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Check your records. It became part of the complex, but it was
never commissioned from 1982 to 1995. When we came into office, we commissioned
the pediatric hospital in Mount Hope. This Government promised on several
occasions, through the Prime Minister in his budget and through the Minister of
Health in so many of his utterings, that they were supposed to build an ICU at the
San Fernando General Hospital; so far nothing has been done. Right now there is
a four-bed intensive care unit serving over half a million people. Nothing has been
done to construct that intensive care unit and a burns unit. We constructed in the
Port of Spain hospital a 10-bed intensive care unit in six months. [Crosstalk]
Remember you also had Mount Hope and the Sangre Grande hospitals that
provided these services. [Crosstalk] Mr. Prime Minister, | can engage you in
health matters anytime of the day, anytime of the night, anywhere, anytime. [Desk
thumping] [Crosstalk]

One of the biggest problems the Minister of Health is facing and he is talking
about it on every occasion that he has the opportunity, is the transfer of workers
from the public health services to the Regional Health Authority. We initiated the
protest. We transferred all 2,000 daily paid employees from the employ of the
public service. We transferred all of them and we started the process for the
monthly paid. One of the things we did, of course, was to establish the pension
fund. That pension fund, as you know, is quite strong as it is now, but the RHAS
are not employing doctors on a permanent basis. They are still employing doctors
on contract.
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I wish | had more time, because there is so much I need to say, but we will
have other opportunities. My final comment is to the Minister of Health and the
Government. Do not involve the health sector in public relations (PR). This does
not help anybody in the health sector. It does not help the sick people there. What
you need is concrete action, not PR.

Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health. [Crosstalk]
Hon. Member: Signs of things to come.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education. [Laughter]

The Minister of Education (Sen. The Hon. Hazel Manning): Mr. Speaker, |
rise to join the debate on this Bill on a claim made by the Leader of the
Opposition on the Lower Benches. | want to quote from the Saturday Express of
January 20, 2007 which says that the Government is sleeping on the job. She
issued a call for the Commissioner of Police, the Attorney

General and the Director of Public Prosecutions to immediately investigate the
alleged statutory rape of a schoolgirl.

All of us in this House know that the reformed education programme of the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago has been ongoing, is well planned, aggressive
and data driven and that we are moving through the system from early childhood
care and education to the primary sector, the secondary sector and then to the
tertiary level. 1 want to spend some time on the reform of the psychosocial
programme in the schools.

The concern of this Government, the Ministry of Education and my own
concern is how to imbue in the education system the lessons of morals and values
education. How do we encourage our young people to develop the wisdom to
identify right from wrong; to know the difference and to have the courage to do
what is right? If I may paraphrase this serenity prayer, that is our goal when we
speak of morals and values education; when we speak of psychosocial development.
How do you teach children how to believe in themselves; to have the right attitude
towards themselves, attitudes of self-confidence, self-respect, responsibility and
courage to do the right things, in spite of what others are doing? Having the right
attitude towards themselves, we have deduced, allows them to be compassionate
towards each over.

It brings to mind the serenity prayer which asks the Lord to grant the serenity
to accept the things that cannot be changed things, like life; to ask God for the
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courage and willingness to change the things that can be changed; for example,
attitudes and behaviour and even oneself; to ask God for the wisdom to know the
difference and to make the right choices.

We know that there are many challenges when dealing with teenagers. Our
research has shown that the challenges have always been there; they are not new.
They are sometimes there more than ever. These challenges have always been
there and always will be. As we did the research in the Ministry of Education, we
were not surprised to identify a document dated 1989 where the former Minister
of Education, Mr. Clive Pantin, understood the need for prayers in the school
system and the need to sing the National Anthem before assembly, bringing back
the morals and values, religion and patriotism. He understood the need for these
national values and he was concerned about violence and indiscipline in the
school system. As a matter of fact, a report was discovered called the "National
Consultation on Violence and Indiscipline in Schools", 1989.

The nature and the extent of indiscipline in the school system were identified.
It included sexual misconduct; verbal sexual harassment of female teachers;
inattention and disruptive behaviour in class and drug abuse, including alcohol.
The experts went on the say that incidents of violence and indiscipline were not
limited to any one type of school or to one particular geographical areas. It was
noted, however, that the indiscipline was serious enough to disrupt schools. It was
also noted that the extremes of violence was evident only among a very small
minority of students even in the most troubled schools.

The general impression from that report was that the majority of the school
population displayed positive behaviour. The documents went to identify possible
circumstances and possible causes of the behaviour of indiscipline and violence
and they listed the causes. They said family and parents; the society and the
media; administrative control factors; educational personnel; the school curriculum
and the students themselves.

Mr. Speaker, that was 18 years ago, but | want to spend some time in this
honourable House going through some of these causes that have impacted on the
behaviour of the school child. I start with family and parents; again | go back to
the document. The document identified students who came from broken homes
where there were frequent shifting of parental figures; a migration of parents, they
were never there; where there was parental abuse; where there was child neglect,
abuse, violation of the rights of the child and sexual abuse, including incest; it
identified families where there were low moral standards and indiscipline of
parents; unreasonable freedom and improper use of leisure time, including too
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much television viewing; where there was too much parental pressure on the
children for them to succeed. What was the role of the family in preventing these
challenges to these problems?

We at the Ministry of Education today, 18 years after, looked at this document
and took the decision that because the situation was the same, that one of the
things we had to do was walk hand in hand with parents. For the first time in the
history of education in Trinidad and Tobago, we began to engage the National
Parent-Teachers Association. We held discussions and we provided a subvention.
We now provide that association with funding on an annual basis. We have given
them a mandate to establish parent/teacher associations in every school in this
country; a mandate to ensure that homework centres are established wherever
needed and a mandate to ensure that they are involved in the local school board
and assist in the management of the school system. The Parent-Teachers Association
has taken up the mantle and is very much involved in the school system today.
[Desk thumping]

In 1989, the public consultation looked at the role of society and the media.
What in society and the media is causing students to be undisciplined and violent?
They suggested societal indiscipline, exactly what is happening today, violence in
the society; sexual misconduct and drug abuse; all these things are mirrored in our
schools; portrayal of sexual misconduct; violence and salacious stories via the
media, and | really want to put this down as such; maxi-taxi dub and insidious
influence; noise pollution; irresponsible and misleading reporting of violence and
indiscipline in the schools. | want to put this newspaper article down as one, and
advertisements in the media.

I want this honourable House to take notice of an advertisement appearing in
the dailies over the last few weeks. This clip comes from the Newsday section B,
Friday 19, January; the same day that the Leader of the Opposition raised an
alarm over pornography in schools.

[Minister H. Manning raises newspaper]

Look at this ad. I do not think that they have seen it. The fete of the year at
Couva south grounds. Look at these UNC young ladies; look at what they have on.
How low can you go to sell yourself? [Crosstalk]

Hon. C. Imbert: What they do not have on.

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: Then you talk about, "is de best fete yuh ever
had." [Crosstalk] Have you ever considered what this advertisement is doing to
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the psyche of our children? The one dollar fete. And you get up here to complain
about what the Ministry of Education is doing?

The 1989 report continued to identify the causes: administrative control has an
impact on student behaviour and the main point that the report made was that over
centralization in decision making and problem solving caused problems in the
school system. We at the Ministry of Education are really very much aware of this
and since | have been there over the last six years, we have begun an aggressive
programme of site-based management. We have given the principals the power to
do a number of things at the site. We have given the principals the support
because we have put in place local school boards to support them. We have before
Cabinet right now a proposal to provide even more support for the principals with
vice-principals and well qualified and skilled secretariats, heads and deans.

The other point raised by the 1989 report is educational personnel. Even
personnel hired in the schools abuse students. The report talks about abuse of
students by teachers, including pejorative remarks and sexual abuse; inadequate
training of educators; those are some of the things identified. This is why now we
are selecting our teachers differently. That is why we are saying that nobody has
the right to walk off the street and walk into a classroom and damage people's
children. That is why we are saying now that all teachers must go to the
University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) or to the University of the West Indies
to be trained. [Desk thumping] This is what it is all about. [Crosstalk]

The 1989 report talked about the school curriculum. The main reason given
was that the curriculum was inappropriate. | am jumping from 1989 to the year
2002, to the year 2003; | am going to come back and tell you what happened in
between. In the year 2003, we changed the curriculum. We introduced into the
school system a new national curriculum, a more relevant curriculum, a more
appropriate curriculum, one that was more hands on. We have five traditional
subjects of mathematics, English, science, social studies, Spanish and three non-traditional
subjects of physical education, visual and performing arts and technology education;
all eight of them compulsory subjects; all of them examined at the Caribbean
Examinations Council (CXC) level.

We have the theory of multiple intelligences and the children who can do well
in the traditional subjects would be able to do so. Those who can do well in the
non-traditional subjects would also be encouraged to do so. Even the students had
a say in this 1989 public consultation: There is a culture of under-achievement in
the school system. Wrongdoers were looked upon as role models. The peer group
influence was very strong in the school system. There was easy access to sources



45
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

of bad influence, for example, arcade games and betting pools. We did not at that
time include the new technologies, because they really came into being after that
time. Today, | want to put on the table, the new technologies.

When we talk of new technologies, we are talking about the iPod, the
computer, cell phones and all hand held devices. We have been working with our
students. [Crosstalk] We believe that what we need to do is to provide them with
psychosocial support to be able to help them navigate their way in this worldwide
phenomenon. [Desk thumping]

This report, dated some 18 years ago, recommended the expansion of the
Guidance Unit. The Guidance Unit has been expanded from 45; this was done in
the year 2004; | want you to take note of the date. The Guidance Unit was
expanded from 45 to 165 members; it now has a new name. It is now called the
Student Support Services Division. Just recently we got approval from Cabinet for
additional 300 staff members. So this unit and the psychosocial support that it
provides, becomes imbued in schools in the country, supporting all the children.

The report recommended collaboration with the Ministry of Social Development
and Family Services; the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Labour and Small
and Micro Enterprise Development. We are now approaching the Inter-American
Development Bank (IADB) to be able to establish a seamless education system. In
our approach to the IADB, we have put in place representatives from all these
ministries and others to pull together a very integrated approach. The report went
on to recommend the establishment of a family life education programme in
schools by the Curriculum Development Division.

Approximately two years ago, the Health and Family Life Education Programme
(HFLE) was placed in the primary school sector and we are now working towards
producing a curriculum for the secondary school sector. The report talked about
approaching the newspapers to include relevant articles relating to parent education.
We have done that; once a month we bring out a supplement talking to parents
and teachers, telling them what we are doing and encouraging them to come on
board. We have a little slogan that we say over and over: Education is everybody's
business; come on, join us. We have been asking the newspapers to treat matters
dealing with schools with extreme sensitivity and to report accurately without
exaggeration and sensationalism. This was from 1989. We are asking the same
things even today.

The Minister, the Permanent Secretary, the Parent-Teachers Association and
community groups were asked to take action to urge relevant authorities, for
example, the police, the Licensing Authority, to enforce laws, vis-a-vis, the
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playing plague of loud music with obscene lyrics. All concerned groups were
asked to put pressure on the leadership of society: politicians, educators,
community leaders and other prominent persons to perceive themselves as models
conscientiously attempt to project, at all times, the attitudes and behaviour they
would like to see displayed by young people. Discipline among the youth must be
seen as a total national responsibility. [Desk thumping]

My question now to Members on the other side is: What did they put in place
when they were in power? Now the former Minister of Education comes and
screams dramatically about throwing the law at the perpetrators. If you read it she
said to throw the law at the perpetrators.

Let me tell what they did in 1991. There was a review of the report on the
consultation; that was all they did. Four years after, all they did was call back the
report. [Crosstalk] There was a review of the report and the consultation to
ascertain what had taken place, by the Upper Benches of the Opposition. The
Leader of the Opposition was a Member of the Upper Benches then. She was a
member of the National Alliance For Reconstruction (NAR) at that point in time.
Those in that Bench there. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: They were just spinning top in mud. In 1991
they brought back the 1989 document just to see what happened; nothing; wasting
time. When this government took power in 1993—[Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: | beg for your protection, Mr. Speaker; they do
not know their history. This Government was in power in 1993 and we
established a task force headed by Mr. Carol Keller. This task force walked the
length and breadth of Trinidad and Tobago. It developed a White Paper called
1993 to 2003", which they put on a shelf. [Crosstalk] That White Paper basically
said that you must fundamentally change the education system, starting from the
bottom, from early childhood care and education and going through the system
from primary to secondary to tertiary education.

This document laid the foundation for the Inter-American Development Bank
(1IADB) loan and this country was able to get from the 1ADB billion to be able to start
the reformation of the education system. This approximately $2 Government was
replaced in the year 1995. It was replaced by Members of the Lower Benches of
the Opposition, with indiscipline and violence raging in the school system. Do
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you know what they did? They left this document on the shelf and held two
consultations. They went back to 1998.

They held two consultations with the school children; one with school
children in the north and one with school children in the south. The school
children said to them exactly what was said in 1989. The school children are
bright; I do not think that they understand how bright the school children are and
how they could see through them. The school children said that the school
curriculum is irrelevant; teacher absenteeism is high and family life problems
abound; they did nothing.

We have been listening to the children, while, again, on that side, they just
kept spinning top in mud and doing nothing. In 1999, the former Minister of
Education—

Mr. Imbert: Which one?

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: Well, they moved the one that was there before
and brought in the one who is now Leader of the Opposition on the Lower
Benches. The former Minister of Education established six committees in 1999:
one looking after policy; one looking after legal issues; one looking at curriculum,
physical, security, et cetera, et cetera. To make matters worse, in that same year,
the Minister removed corporal punishment from the school system without
preparing the new paradigm shift for managing indiscipline and violence in the
school system. Many teachers have said to me that after that announcement was
made it was like hell to manage the schools. [Desk thumping] Almost overnight
teachers had problems to manage their students. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: When | became Minister of Education in 2002,
the committees were still meeting; 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002; four years and these
committees were still meeting. [Crosstalk] | was there in 2002.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: You were not there.

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: These committees established in 1999 were still
meeting; still discussing; still spinning top in mud.

Mr. Valley: Like Dookeran, "spend" five years and only planning.

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: | immediately established a project implementation

team, which we called the Peace Promotion Team, and we began going out to the
school system and implementing a programme to bring peace into the classroom.
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We know that we have done well, because we look at the trends. We keep
tracking with our figures and the indiscipline, the number of suspensions in the
school system have fallen considerably. [Desk thumping]

So with the help of consultants, we introduced a programme called
"Reclaiming the Classroom without the Use of Corporal Punishment”. With the
assistance of the uwl, we began to have workshops for teachers. To date, we have
had over 480 teachers engaged in these workshops. Every year we go into the
schools and do these workshops, since 2002.

There were other programmes in the school system to guide and support our
students. We had mediation and conflict resolution programmes to prevent fighting
and bullying among students. We had anger and stress management training for
teachers. In 2003 to 2005, 750 teachers were engaged; from 2005 to 2006, 1,200;
in 2006 to 2007, we continued the programmes. We had something called "The
Right Choices Programme™ to help students make the right choices, describing for
them how to manage when approached to become sexually active or to take drugs.
In 2003 to 2005, 11,000 students were engaged; in 2005 to 2006, another 11,000
students were engaged; approximately 22,000 students were engaged in 110
workshops in all education districts and this year we will again engage another
11,000 or more students as year by year we are moving through the school system.

We had parenting education programmes; 2003 to 2005, 25 community leaders
were trained; 1,200 parents; the same in 2006 to 2007, where 25 community
leaders will be trained and this time 3,600 parents. [Interruption]

Mr. Singh: | wonder if the Minister could brief us as to the outcome of these
initiatives she has taken as Minister since 2002, because | know that when | acted
briefly in that capacity, | had to sign, on a daily basis, the suspension notices for
students for assault, battery, sexual harassment, drugs and so on. Do you have that
empirical basis, which I asked for?

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: | do not think the hon. Member for Caroni was
listening, because | just said that we have kept tracking. We are discovering that
our suspension notices have fallen considerably. We are now tracking the suspension
at school levels; we have now called in the data and when we talk to teachers and
principals, they are saying that schools are calmer; they are saying that the
children are less restless and they can now deal with what is happening. The
teachers can now teach in the school system.

It was this administration that expanded our Guidance Unit. It now has
diagnostic and prescriptive officers. [Crosstalk] It now has school social workers,
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for the first time, connecting the schools to the home. If something is wrong with
a child in school, the child is not doing very well, the school social workers go out
to the home to try to identify what the problem is. For the first time we have
introduced into the school system the school psychologist and that is working
really very well. We started in 61 schools in the first year and we got a report that
told us what was happening. For the first time we have documented the number of
children being abused in the school system.

We have been able to remove, with the assistance of the police, 12 children
from their homes and placed them in foster homes. We have been able to remove
children with the assistance of the police. We have been able to bring parents
before the court. For the school term September to December in the year 2006, in
60 selected primary schools, because of the presence of the Students Support
Services Division, we have worked with a number of our students with psychosocial
problems.

Twenty-six students have presented with irresponsible sexual behaviour and |
am talking about primary school; 24 students with sexual abuse problems; 60
students with physical abuse problems. These are 60 primary schools. We are now
rolling out into other schools. We started phase one in 60 primary schools; 99
students have been identified with abandonment and neglect problems. These
were the findings in 60 schools, so if you multiply that, you are going to have a
difficult time, very much so. It is very frightening. [Crosstalk]

We did not go to the press screaming and shouting and giving half the story.
[Desk thumping] In the Guardian of Friday, January 19, there was an article
which said that the Ministry was aware of the messages that were circulating for a
while and that the Ministry was very quiet. In a very diligent way, the Ministry
began investigating the incidents with assistance. We called in the police and the
principals. When we identified the students, we called in the parents. The
Ministry knew exactly what was happening and did what it was accustomed to
doing. [Desk thumping]

| repeat, there is a system in place to investigate every alleged incident, so that
we can trace and bring the perpetrators to justice. We worked hand in hand with
the police and we are doing it with dignity; we are doing it with respect for the
parents who are traumatized. If you talk to those parents you would cry for them;
they are traumatized. We are doing it with the principals who are ashamed. We
are doing with the teachers and students who are also very traumatized. Could you
imagine the state of the parents, teachers and principals in those schools? Could
you imagine the state of the students involved?
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The hon. Leader of the Opposition came here waving a letter about one
particular student. Why was the letter not sent to the Ministry of Education so that
we could have dealt with it in a very confidential and mature way? [Desk
thumping] [Desk thumping]

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: The letter was sent to the Ministry. [Crosstalk]
Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: Cheap politics! Let me tell you how the Ministry
dealt with it. Mr. Speaker, you would be shocked to know that this incident took
place in June. The student who was identified by the Leader of the Opposition did
report her alleged statutory rape to a teacher in the school, who followed procedure
and promptly reported the matter to the police who are currently investigating.
[Desk thumping] The police investigated the child; the police investigated the
mother; the police investigated the principal and the perpetrators.

In addition, the teacher wasted no time and referred the matter to the guidance
officer who carried out a first interview on the very day with the student, her
mother and her sister. Subsequently, the student has benefited from, at least, five
counselling sessions and continues to see the guidance officer. [Desk thumping]
As the guidance officer counsels the student, she is talking about respect for self;
dealing with negative peer influence; building strong character values; sex and
sexuality.

We got this letter waved to us and the Member talked about how the student
had made a suicide attempt. The school is unaware of any suicide attempt by the
student. If this was so, we would treat the matter as expeditiously and confidentially as
we are accustomed so to do. On the other hand, we have been told that this child
is now attending school regularly; that this child has been able to maintain a 70
per cent point grade average [Desk thumping] and I have just been given a little
note; it may be breaking news. This says that, in fact, three persons have been
charged with the offence. [Desk thumping] [Crosstalk]

Mr. Hinds: Two weeks ago!
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: No one was charged two weeks ago.

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: | agree with Raffique Shah, there is a whole lot
of hypocrisy going on. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!
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Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: They never did anything when they were there
and now the Member comes waving a letter. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: We have a policy on drug abuse guiding
principals and teachers as to how to embrace the values of self respect, self
esteem and responsibility on children and to ensure that school rules when broken
have consequences applied.

We have started sending out a policy on the management and use of the
mobile hand held electronic communication devices to ensure that our children
know how to manage their own space with respect, self-esteem and responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, | brought this here and have asked that we give one to each
Member of Parliament. [Minister Manning lifts mouse pad] This evening, the
Ministry of Education launches its official website. [Laughter] [Crosstalk] We
must enter the new age of technology and we must guide our children as to how to
use the technology as tools of development for education.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Sen. The Hon. H. Manning: It is their time; it is their technology. We do not
know how to use it. I know how, but a lot of us sitting here do not know how. We
are working towards achieving Vision 2020. We are working towards ensuring
that Trinidad and Tobago takes its place on the world stage. Information
communication technology and developed country status, industrialization and
globalization all go hand in hand. [Crosstalk] We have plans to develop Tamana
Park and the former Wallerfield as a technology park. To service the technology
park and provide jobs for our people, we intend to use the technologies as the
foundation for sustainable development of Trinidad and Tobago.

If we do not train our children in the skills and knowledge of the new
technology, this country would be left behind. It is what the world calls “digital
divide”. We have to ensure that we could survive in the world. We have to give
our children a chance to survive in the world community. We have to do it with
respect, with dignity and transparency. [Desk thumping] We have to let them
understand what is right from wrong and choose what is right. We have got to do
the right things.

This Government is at the forefront of technological change and the Ministry
of Education is certainly doing its part to bring our students in line with these
changes. We do not tolerate abuse of technology. We are educating our students
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in proper usage of technology; holding hands with our students, teachers and
parents as we journey into the technological age. [Desk thumping] Thank you.
[Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Dr. Adesh Nanan (Tabaquite): Mr. Speaker, | will like to congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition for drawing out the Minister of Education here this
afternoon. [Desk thumping] The Minister normally hides from this House; | would
say that she ducks and runs every time there is a debate in this House.

[Minister Manning rises]

Dr. A. Nanan: The statistics that the Minister of Education pointed out today
would show the state of our schools. Based on all the programmes the Minister
has talked about today, she has failed in her Ministry. In every single sector of
this Government, it is showing desperate failure. The Minister came to kill the
messenger, but the message is out already, that the Minister of Education is a
failure and the Government is also a failure. [Desk thumping]

How could you say that the Minister of Education and the Ministry are
working with other Ministries when this is what we are seeing in terms of
performance? You should be ashamed to come here this afternoon. [Desk
thumping] [Crosstalk] The entire country depends on the Education Ministry. We
see today a Minister who came to defend and has no programme in place.
[Crosstalk] We heard about school intervention strategies already. We have very
little money from the Ministry. [Crosstalk] We have seen the debate. [Crosstalk]
[Desk thumping] For the Prime Minister to sit here and be totally confused by
information, he should not have even come here this afternoon. [Desk thumping]
You should be ashamed to come here.

The Member came here and talked about technology and in the report they
have moved all the money for computers. And she is talking about Ipod and
computers; you have no idea about software in this country. [Crosstalk] There is
no plan in place in that Ministry. [Interruption] [Mr. Speaker rises]

Hon. Members: “Doh stop him!”
Mr. Speaker: | am just worried about your health. Please, take your time.

Dr. A. Nanan: This is a passionate subject; we are dealing with explicit
information in all the schools; this is not only here, but also internationally. We
heard it from the Leader of the Opposition in terms of email distribution. I
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thought the Minister would have come here and said, “We are sorry; we are going
to put things right.” She came with a 1989 document. | read that document.
“People now give yuh dat?” “You now saw that?” The same person running your
Guidance Unit is the same person who was under me; a very hardworking individual.
Are you saying that he did nothing for five years? That same person ran the unit
in the Ministry and we were performing well. It is only when you came in as
Minister that the whole section collapsed. [Desk thumping] Total chaos in that
Ministry. [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: | am enjoying the contribution, but—Order, please! The
Hansard reporter has to take all that the Member is saying, but there is too much
crosstalk.

Dr. A. Nanan: Not a single pre-school under that Ministry. [Desk thumping] |
am sorry for that Minister when *“ol’ mas’” competition starts. | would feel sorry
for her, because that Minister is a non-performer in every sector. We built those
schools; not a single school under that Minister. Under that SEMP programme you
are taking all that money; you are putting money for the SEMP programme; none
in that Ministry; non-performance. | will have more time to deal with you after tea
and I will do so, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping] [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order! Order! Hon. Members, may | appeal to you to refresh
yourselves at tea. The House is suspended and will resume at 5.00 p.m.

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.00 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, during the tea break the most congratulations |
got were from the Members opposite on my contribution.

Mr. Speaker, | want to deal with an issue which the Member raised in her
contribution—the Clive Pantin initiative—and | want the Member to know of a
specific provision in the Education Act that deals with the setting up of an
advisory committee on education, and Mr. Clive Pantin was the Chairman of that
committee during the period 1995—2001. | do not know if the Minister has
disbanded that committee because it was supposed to be gazetted, so if there was
any change it would have been gazetted, but when | checked, there was nothing
under the Ministry of Education for a new committee.

From what | heard of that Minister's non-performance, | suggest that she
begins to initiate that provision in the section to put together a National Advisory
Committee on Education to advise the Minister especially on promotion of
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education in this country, because what the Minister did—and it is quite clear—
was remove that committee and hire consultants. Do you remember Kenrick
Burgess advising the Minister? That is a total failure in the ministry. They spent a
lot of money, $92,000 a month for that consultant who did a hatchet job with
respect to the IDB programme, a great programme under the distinguished leadership
of the hon. Basdeo Panday as Prime Minister. [Desk thumping]

I am shocked to hear the Minister say that there was non-performance under
the United National Congress (UNC) and nothing was done from the years 1995—
2001. That is a whole three-hour debate again, Mr. Speaker, if you will give me
the time | will go into that area. In fact, in this House this evening, | will go from
Williamsville to Toco in my dealing with the non-performance of the education
sector; the entire country will be covered. The Minister is absent she ran and hid
from the debate.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: She talked and ran.

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, she talked and ran. The Minister in her
contribution mentioned the curriculum and boasted about putting a new one in
place for secondary schools. May | remind the Minister that it was under the IDB
programme, negotiated and signed by the UNC in 1999 that that was a provision
under the Secondary Education Modernization Programme (SEMP)? It is in the
financial report.

If you read that report, you will see that they moved money to pay the
employees in SEMP and that particular programme made a facility for a national
curriculum. We identified the areas of Mathematics and Spanish and the Member
for Diego Martin Central is going around this country and saying that the Ministry
of Trade and Industry is introducing Spanish, and the Minister of Education
comes and says it is the Ministry of Education that did it not the Ministry of Trade
and Industry, total blows in this House for the Minister of Trade and Industry. But
Spanish was introduced by the UNC, not the PNM. So that is totally wrong.

Mr. Speaker, when the Minister comes to this House and talks about national
curriculum development and wants to say that my former director, Mr. Lloyd
Pujadas was a failure, | want to put on the record that Mr. Lloyd Pujadas, the
Director of Curriculum Development worked very hard in that ministry and
should be congratulated. [Desk thumping] He was the one who worked on that
Moral Values Education Curriculum not the Minister of Education of the PNM. It
is the Moral Values Education Curriculum that Mr. Pujadas worked on in every
sector of that education system.
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Mr. Speaker, | would put on record that the Moral Values Education under the
UNC, if it were followed by the Minister instead of just marginalizing it and trying
to introduce new programmes to say it is PNM and it is working, we have seen
from the statistics and from what is happening in our schools that these
programmes are not working. All the money that has been put into those programmes
by the Government, they are not working.

Crime in the society is out of control and is now infiltrating our schools and |
want to deal with the computers because the Minister in passing talked about the
iPod. | do not know if she knows what iPod means. If the Minister was aware of
technology—a whole section of her speech was on technology and | am sure it
was so big and bold because she did not understand what she was reading.

That technology component is very important and when | was the Minister of
Education—and it is not a boast—I am telling you what was the initiative under
the Prime Minister, Mr. Basdeo Panday. Computers were introduced into the
secondary school curriculum; we gave Naparima College computers and | just
called the college to find out how many computers they have received under the
PNM and that prestige school in San Fernando had not received one single
computer.

In primary schools where it matters most, they have moved the money for
computers. | asked about the library facilities at Naparima College and it is the
same thing, no change, and that is why today when | hear the Minister talking
about a policy for multimedia, the Minister is not even aware of what is
happening with respect to multimedia capability. The Prime Minister goes about
this country saying he is going to use the entertainment industry to diversify the
economy in tourism, entertainment and music; that is what she should have been
doing in the schools. That is why the Secondary Education Modernization
Programme was using multimedia technology to help the students in this country,
and this Minister moves all the money from that programme and puts no
computers in schools and says they have to build more computer labs.

Computer labs were built at St. Ceceila’s Anglican School, Gasparillo Government
and Mayo RC and it is now one year and there are no computers. The Minister
comes and gives her contribution and there are no computers in the schools. | do
not think that the Minister understands multimedia capability and | want the
Prime Minister to know that the multimedia capability in the schools and those
software programmes will revolutionize education in this country.

With multimedia capability and audiovisual equipment in the schools,
students would be using the technology and would not have this kind of usage
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right now that we are seeing on the papers that the Leader of the Opposition had
to point out. When that was done, the Minister comes here with a sleight of hand
to say the students have been charged and everything is now hunky-dory, but it is
not so.

If multimedia technology were used as we programmed it—we sat night after
night to ensure that the schools would have it in 2007—that loan would have been
completed and all secondary schools would have had computers, not 10 or 20,
they would have had up to 40. All the secondary schools would have had
computers and side by side with the computers would have been the upgrading of
science laboratories, another area that we can focus on.

We were not putting the computers alone, we were going to have science and
information technology and we were training information technology teachers—
that was part of the curriculum the Minister talked about in passing—to help the
students work along multimedia capability.

We hear the Prime Minister talking about a Dubai link. I want the Prime
Minister to go to Malaysia, that super tunnel of fibre optics that is far superior to
Dubai. Take that advice because they are far advanced in terms of fibre optics and
Internet access.

Mr. Speaker, with multimedia, not only will you have that cell phone, in fact,
the memory capacity on cell phones is very narrow. In today’s technology with
flash drives you can have much more memory capability. These students can
move away now from cell phones and get flash drives for $200 and $300 and
have much more programmes in those things. We have to train them how to use
technology for the benefit of the country, so when we are talking about the pie in
the sky on the hustings and about entertainment industry and they are going to
diversify, they do not understand that. Tell them how they could use computers to
better themselves.

I have brought a cD here to lay on the Table, | do not know if you will allow
me to do it, it is a mixed version, my own composition, using a virtual mixer. That
is what today’s society is into.

Mr. Manning: Come on this side and lay it, you cannot lay it from there.
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: After election.

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Prime Minister, what | am telling you is that you do not
have to go into a big studio, multimedia technology has moved away, you can
have what is called a virtual studio and these software programmes are part of the
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secondary schools that are not receiving these programmes and they can use this
facility to create their own music by using sound.

Mr. Hinds: | hope you are not breaching the Copyright Act.

Dr. A. Nanan: It is not a breach of copyright, Member; they can use their
own music. So that is what is happening. Creativity and music were engendered
in the curriculum and the students are not receiving that from the PNM
Government and it worries me because it is supposed to be in the schools now.
They are supposed to have all these audiovisual equipment and capability to use
software, be able to go on the Internet and download programmes. Some of these
software packages, you can download to a higher level off the Internet and get all
the different rhythms, they can learn that. It is not very difficult technology.

Five years later, the students are in the same position we had left them in
2001, that should not be. In 2007, they should be the best trained students in the
Caribbean and in the world under Prime Minister Basdeo Panday because that is
what the education revolution was about, not what we have today, an education
revolution in warfare in our schools.

We do not want that, peace is the way to go but that peace programme is a
failure. The Minister talks about peace and we have war in our schools. You
cannot act as a smokescreen and mirror in this House, you come to kill the
messenger today, but the message is out and it has demonstrated the only reason
that Minister came to the House is because of the effect of the Leader of the
Opposition. She was very effective in getting the message across, it is too late to
kill the messenger and, of course, you would not want to kill the precious Leader
of the Opposition, a hard-working individual with a researched document.

Mr. Speaker, | will stay on that topic because it is important. The software
programme is very user friendly and it is an opportunity for the students who are
not getting computers, and | want the Prime Minister to tell the House that the
schools will get their computers, the multimedia capability will be utilized, the
students will be taught in that direction and they will fulfill his dream of
entertainment to diversify the economy. That is the future generation we are
letting go.

The Minister of Education can bring an Order to this House and we will give
the support, affirmative resolution, and move the age from 12 to 16 as the
compulsory age of students in our schools. That is what she should come here
with because students have been falling by the wayside. It must be compulsory
that students should be in school from the age of six to probably 16. That is
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allowed under the Education Act, the Minister should read the Act, or she should
have a legal adviser. | am sure all the advisers in that ministry must be able to tell
that Minister it is written there. She can bring an Order to this House and we will
support it, affirmative resolution, to bring the age up.

She can do that because of Prime Minister Basdeo Panday. [Desk thumping]
She can do that because all the secondary schools are already built and all that is
left to be done is to deshift. There is chaos at Williamsville Secondary in our
constituencies of Princes Town and Tabaquite. Students are combined in areas
like pigeonholes in those schools; that was not the plan of the UNC. The plan was
for properly built schools, there were architectural designs for every secondary
school that was supposed to be constructed. The Minister is peddling with
foolishness—that is also in the architectural design—so do not let that Minister
come and talk of putting an extra wing and making the schools unmanageable,
that is part of the mischief of that Minister. Follow the plan!

That is backward thinking, we are not in 1989 you know. | was surprised that
the Minister would go back so far, but it was Clive Pantin who had the initiative
so we congratulate him. And for your information, the Member for Siparia, the
Leader of the Opposition, also put in a circular to let them have the National
Anthem and prayers in schools. So we should congratulate her. [Desk thumping]
[Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member, | know you are passionate about what you are
saying, but I am a little worried about your health.

Hon. Member: “Doh worry, doh worry.”

Mr. Speaker: If Dr. Rafeeq were here it would have been all right, but we
only have one paramedic here, Mr. Hinds. So please, cool it. [Laughter]

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: “He might kill de man.”

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, | know what they are saying you know, they
want to kill the Member for Laventille East/Morvant, but he is my good friend.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: The same reason “dey” sinking the Member for
Diego Martin West. | understand he has put you in the courthouse, he has put
your AG—

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, the other area | want to deal with is corporal
punishment and the Minister of Education said that the Leader of the Opposition,
the former Education Minister, abolished corporal punishment without any plans



59
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

in place, which is quite untrue. When that particular corporal punishment
abolishment was brought before the House it was supported by the Opposition
PNM at that time and there were structures in place. The school intervention
strategies that the Minister of Education had on a platter, which she dismantled,
was part of the mechanism to deal with the abolishment of corporal punishment,
but it was never implemented properly by the Minister of the PNM Government
and that is why we are reaping that situation with respect to the distress in our
schools today. That is the corporal punishment aspect.

Mr. Speaker, under the Secondary Education Modernization Programme in
the Finance Report and the staff being paid—

Mr. Ramnath: Now that you have cooled down I will—

Mr. Manning: “Doh cool down yuh know, yuh going good.”

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, the secondary schools besides being supplied
with computers—I need to drink some water—the Minister of Education said that
nothing was done under the UNC during that period, but I want to place on the
record what was done because it is necessary to point that out.

Twenty secondary schools were part of that IDB loan programme and all were
constructed under the UNC. [Desk thumping] All the PNM had to do was to deshift
and make all five- or seven-year schools. They made a complete mess of the
situation.

Mr. Speaker, in chemistry there is enthalpy and entropy. There is chaos and
disorder and then there is—

Hon. Member: What are the words?

Dr. A. Nanan: Enthalpy and entropy. Anyway, the reason | brought that into
the debate is to show what is happening. Under the PNM there is total chaos and
disorder and under the UNC, there was calm, the peace about which the Minister
spoke. That is what was happening, and the Minister spoke about all the other
ministries and Ministers involved in the education system but | want to
congratulate all the Ministers under the United National Congress government
because the Minister of Social Development and the Ministry of National Security
worked together with the Ministry of Education, all worked in harmony, that is
nothing new. For the Minister of Education to come to the House and say it is an
initiative under the PNM, we were working in all areas. The Minister of Health
was also involved.
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Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Education has very little sound bytes in the
House this evening. That particular issue with respect to the diagnostic and
prescriptive services which the Minister said is a PNM initiative was started under
the World Bank Programme of the UNC. [Desk thumping] The Minister of Health
comes to this House and boasts of how many children are going through vision
testing and hearing. | have asked the question: Is the hearing getting worse
because the PNM Government is not dealing with the noise in classrooms? There
are still blackboards separating classes, and there is noise at all different levels so
when you are testing students for hearing you have to have a quiet environment.
That is basic physics.

How can that be when there is chaos in our schools? Students from Sangre
Grande are not at school, and | feel so sorry for students who are writing the SEA
examination in certain schools in this country. They are being housed in churches
and annexes in this 21% Century. Do you know that Lengua Presbyterian School is
still being monitored by MTS guards and it is a dilapidated structure? That
Minister is not even aware of what is happening in the education system, she does
not even know they are supposed to have a database in that ministry but
apparently there is none.

Mr. Prime Minister, that ministry had the best GIS equipment in the planning
division of that ministry and | am sure it is in cobweb now. That particular piece
of equipment will give you all the schools, number of students, and the state of
repairs required. You could have an audit and repair every one according to plan,
not to come here every year and say you are repairing 300 primary schools, 200
are finished, and 100 remain unrepaired and children have to stay home. You can
have it planned properly. That database is not in place in that ministry and the
Minister talks about cobweb, | do not want to get personal here and say that the
Minister probably has cobweb in her brain, I do not want to say that, but that is
the kind of reflection we are getting from the society. [Desk thumping]

That is what has been demonstrated by the statistics of which the Minister
spoke and about the abuse of children and they being moved. We are very happy
for that initiative, we are very sorry for those children, we know that there are
very difficult students in certain environments and there must be some avenue,
but we had put all those things in place. That particular report is not a 1989 report
that was on the shelf, there was a review. In fact, the most reports in the ministry
are on indiscipline and violence and we are going to put it on a CD because every
report remains on the shelf.
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As | talk about that, it is very instructive to know that in the ministry when we
were doing the review of the curriculum in the primary school, the Minister of
Education was head of the Curriculum Development Committee and we ensured
it met on time. There was a definite time frame in which to get it done and the
curriculum for the primary school was totally reviewed and that is what we have
in schools today. Thank God we still have that new curriculum.

You see, there is nothing under the PNM that is happening, so they are taking
everything from the UNC and saying it is theirs. It is a claim for fame issue, but
that should not be, we are dealing with human beings, with little children in our
schools, we are dealing with new environment, with new threats in our schools.
There must be that guidance unit you are setting up which reminds me of the
police service.

There are over 500 staff members in that Guidance Unit and there is no
guidance, the Minister is not guiding anything so how can we have a Guidance
Unit? What are they guiding? For the students to get worse? There must be
some management structure and that same IDB loan gave the money to put
management structures in place but we see in the report, there are a number of
vacancies in that ministry. There were certain conditionalities under that loan for
those areas to be filled with warm bodies and we are seeing year after year that
money is being moved. That ministry is not being managed properly.

Consultants are not good enough, you have to use the experience, you cannot
marginalize the people who work there, they work hard, they sacrificed their life
and you just fire them. There were 100 years of experience in that ministry that
the Minister wiped out with one brush and brought in those consultants, and the
minute the Minister did that there was total chaos in that ministry. Nothing is
being managed properly; deshifting, nothing is taking place. | am sure in the old
mas competition you are going to see somebody with some mud on a piece of
cardboard saying: “Hazel build—sorry, the Minister building pre-schools and the
mud falling down.” That is what is happening; there are no pre-schools in this
country, and no pre-schools or secondary schools are being built.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Works and Transport should help that Minister
and I will tell you why. In that ministry there is technical capability so it should
work together with the Minister of Education and get rid of all those companies
because the Ministry of Works and Transport could provide back-up services
there. When you are dealing with maintenance, you need to deal with preventive
maintenance as well as emergencies and the Ministry of Works and Transport can
provide the emergency repairs required within a prescribed time.
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If there were a proper audit done and there is a nice record of the state of our
schools, that 2020 vision should be moved into an implementation plan in
education so you would have the number of primary schools, their state of repairs
and have an A, B, and C category, highest priority and you come down the road
and when people look at that Vision 2020 they will see this school being repaired
and there will be no protests. You would not have the Member for Fyzabad—well
not him—but people protesting for that school. The secondary school in Biche is
closed and there is no hope of any opening and every time we ask that question
the Minister of Education gives us a whole tirade of what happened before and
how much gas they went to explore.

5.30 p.m.

In fact, at one point in time we thought they were going to find a well inside
there. We heard nothing again about that and the fault in that area, and they were
going to look for a new site. When we went to Biche as the Ministry of Education
team, we had consultation with the Member for Nariva; we had consultation on
two sites and a site was identified and the school built. But now because it is
political, it is closed down; a big commission of enquiry report and nothing
happened. Five years later the people are without a school. Thank God the UNC
will return and give them a school in Biche. [Desk thumping]

When we look right through we will see that the secondary schools built under
the UNC are properly managed. If you ask that Minister for statistics you will see
that in those schools they are performing very well, but the schools that are not
being de-shifted, that is where the problems lie. There are also problems in
prestige schools. We do not disagree with that, but there needs to be a management
structure. Five years, seven years, that was the plan. Get it done in 2007. We
would have a landscape of all our secondary schools brightly painted, not like the
Mount Hope Hospital where we heard there was one coat of paint one day and a
coat of paint the next day.

Mr. Partap: And they employed a painter.

Dr. A. Nanan: Yes, and they employed a painter.

So we are here to tell you to get the job done. You are spending taxpayers’
money; it is not your money. It is hard-earned taxpayer’s money that has to be
spent. It is our non-renewable resources that are fuelling this particular drive and
we want it to be done properly.

What about the local school boards? We heard the Minister talking about
local school boards. That was the United National Congress administration initiative.
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It was started under the UNC; and nothing! Every time we ask a question in this
House; one board or two boards. How many local school boards are there? That
PTA initiative that the Member stood up here and boasted about, strutting around
like a peacock here in the House—

Hon. Member: That was very uncharitable.

Mr. Singh: A peacock is a beautiful bird.

Dr. A. Nanan: | think so. You have an eye for beauty and you are Minister of
Culture. That is one of the best costumes in Carnival.

The school board initiative and the PTA initiative the Minister talked about, it
was the vision of Mr. Basdeo Panday, the hon. Prime Minister, who gave instructions
that every secondary and primary school must have a functioning PTA. That was
when Mr. Glenville Taitt was the president of the PTA. He gave him that assurance at
one of the national conventions of the Parent-Teacher Association that every
school would have a PTA, and we went the length and breadth; every supervisor
had to go in every single school and make sure that there was a PTA. Of course,
we had conflicts, but that was managed properly. So PTAs were in all the schools,
and now the Minister of Education comes and says that the PTA movement is a
new initiative under the PNM Government.

I do not want to use lyrics in the House. Some people may say: “That is lie”.
But it is. That might be an unparliamentary term but—untruth. Everything the
Minister of Education said was untrue. | could not find anything in her contribution—I
wrote about four pages of notes here to reply and everything | have here is:
“Untrue, untrue, untrue.”

What about student councils? The Minister said that in 1989 that was a
recommendation. We had consultations. It is not to say we had one or two consultations.
Cabinet instructed the Ministry of Education to have consultations in every region,
every district. Apparently the Minister is not even aware of districts—two
consultations. | remember the consultations. Yes, the students came—nbut if you
go to a convention and you have—there is an inextricable link in all the
conventions: curriculum problems, this problem; they will be the same. So to
come and say that it is new, we dealt with that matter.

Student councils were initiated under the United National Congress government.
The former Minister of Education can testify to that. But to have student councils
now and the system has failed five years later; we have to ask the question: What
is happening in that Ministry? That Ministry is on auto-pilot and heading
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downhill. Autopilot normally would be where they are maintaining a proper level,
but that Ministry is on auto-pilot heading downhill. It is unfortunate that | have to
say that, Prime Minister. You need to do something. Your Minister gave you an
idea and | wrote that down, because the Minister said when she was giving her
prayer—you remember that prayer that the Minister was talking about? That
prayer is for the Prime Minister to make changes. The Minister of Education
talked about that. Changes can be made. It is not too late.

This is not for patrimony here; this is for the future of the country! We need to
get a Ministry of Education performing; we need to have our schools up! Why
must we look on the television and see young school children holding up
placards: “We need a new school; we want a new school?” Why? That should not
be. They should not reach that level; that should be taken care of at the Ministry.
The Minister of Education does not have to go and check the database to see
which school is in a bad state. That should be done by another unit and monitored
by the Ministry. Is there no permanent secretary in the Ministry? Or are there too
many permanent secretaries in that Ministry? But we are not going to say that; we
are not going to place blame on the public servants. The Minister, according to the
Act, is responsible.

That Minister has so much power under the Act. In fact, the Education Act
gives the Minister so much power directly. That Minister could intervene in any
school and walk in there and ask for records. That is the kind of power of the
Minister of Education under the Act. The Minister needs to read that Act properly
or get proper legal advice. Nothing has come to the House with respect to the
amendments to the Education Act—nothing! And there are some amendments
required there. There are students in this country who are out of school and in
video arcades. They need to deal with that.

There are other issues. So to come here and talk about issues dealing with
student councils and you have put those things in place, we are not seeing the
results. If the Minister had come here, | would give credit where credit is due; |
would say, “yes, we are seeing results”, but we are not seeing those results.

The Prime Minister is on record as saying: “We are going to put all children
of pre-school age in pre-schools. We are tired of hearing that. It is on the hustings;
it is now in the House; it is in Hansard. It is okay to say it on a political platform
but when it comes to Hansard, you need to do that. The Minister came here with a
Bill to have unification of the teaching service. That was again part of the IDB
loan. The 1DB loan was designed in such a way that you would have de-linking of
the teachers and that has not happened. The Act came here and that is all. Nothing
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has taken place. Teachers are suffering. In the John S. Donaldson Technical
Institute and the San Fernando Technical Institute they do not know if they are
going home; there is no package in place. I call those two institutes because those
were beacons, one for the north and one for the south.

Mr. Manning: You all closed that down.

Dr. A. Nanan: No, no. That is why I brought it into the debate so the national
community will know that it is a set of lies—a tissue of lies—coming from the
Member for Diego Martin East. | remember clearly with respect to the budgetary
allocations for those two institutes. Every year they were given a certain
allocation for rebuilding and repair. In fact, if you do not believe me, you can ask
Mr. Lennox Powder. He was in charge of that particular science and vocational
area, and he was the one who introduced the construction and building
programme in the San Fernando Technical Institute. How could we be closing it
down? That is totally untrue. In this Finance Report you are taking away money.
This should be a variation of appropriation bringing money for the Ministry, and
taking away from delivery of computers.

The Minister mentioned heads and deans, an initiative under the United
National Congress government. There is nothing in place—no heads and deans. |
want to advise the Minister, when they are considering interviews for heads and
deans, to not only look at merit, but also look at the people who are there, because
they have done the job over a period of years and they are very qualified to do so.
It is just to put them in those positions. Let me also inform you that because of
secondment will be to be vacancies—

Mr. Manning: | thank the hon. Member of Tabaquite for giving way. Is the
hon. Member saying that in the determination of persons to hold particular
positions that there is merit in using a system other than mere qualifications? Is
that what he is saying?

Dr. A. Nanan: | am saying that in the interviews, please consider people who
have been qualified and acting in those positions.

Mr. Manning: In other words, not purely academic qualifications. There are
other considerations—

Dr. A. Nanan: No, no. Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister knows exactly what |
am speaking about but he just wanted some television time, so | am glad | gave
him his television time. | have no problem with that; it is an election year.
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What was the purpose of the On-The-Job Training Programme? It was
supposed to give the teachers who are coming in some idea of the school
environment. But what has happened under the PNM? What we are hearing here,
you are going to the university to get a certificate. But this particular component
should have been in there with respect to that training component that was under
the United National Congress government. | remember Prime Minister Basdeo
Panday giving out the certificates to those 0JT students, and they shut it down. So
what message are you sending?

What really annoys me is that the Bachelor of Education Programme was
started under the United National Congress government. It was an initiative under
the World Bank loan and the Prime Minister, of course, misled by the Minister,
keeps boasting about the Bachelor of Education that is now being offered at the
University of the West Indies as though it is a PNM initiative. It is not a PNM
initiative. It was a whole myriad of situations envisaged by the UNC; it was a
mosaic that is now destroyed. | am sure that there is still time to put back the
pieces and the UNC will do that, because we knew what was there before; we
know that there is an IDB loan. Of course, they have not drawn down anything on
that.

Mr. Speaker: Before | put the question for the extension of time, | want to
remind hon. Members that they are not allowed to use unparliamentary words or
language by using the device of putting them in somebody else's mouth and by
employing them as part of a quotation. So that you cannot use unparliamentary
language by quoting and saying that somebody has said so or by using them as
part of a quotation. So | want Members to be aware of that ruling.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes.

[Hon. K. Valley]
Question put and agreed to.

Dr. A. Nanan: | thank all Members for extending my time and | humbly
apologize if | have breached any of the Standing Orders, as you pointed out.

I want to deal with another issue which is the regional education districts. It is
another part of the World Bank loan that is very important, because these regional
education districts are not like just buying a building on Sutton Street for over $13
million and setting up an education district.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Who owns that building?
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Dr. A. Nanan: | do not know; we will have to find out. So buying those
buildings and putting people there—the concept of the regional education districts
was to remove a burden that is on the Ministry of Education at present. It was
supposed to be staffed with certain officers of a certain level so that people would
be able to utilize these regional education districts to get information and also to
get certain documents that are required at head office that would now be able to
be utilized at the regional education districts. What has happened to that
programme? | am not seeing any allocation for any staffing of these regional
education districts.

Accounting officers were supposed to be in place in these particular education
districts and we have heard the Minister's contribution but nothing was mentioned
about the regional education districts. | do not know if the initiative has been
shelved or if it is still a component of the World Bank loan or if the World Bank
loan has been dismantled and the World Bank is just totally upset with the
Government and it has moved on. We are seeing with respect to that, non-performance
of the IDB loan. So non-performance across all loans seems to be the pattern for
the PNM Government.

The Minister made some errors that | would like to point out. In fact, in her
contribution the Minister of Education said: “All of us know.” Then the Minister
made reference to 1991 and said: “When we came into power in 1993”. That is
the PNM Government. | do not know if the speech was written or hastily prepared
for the Minister of Education, but there are certain areas, as a Minister of Education,
you should be able to stand on your feet and speak about your Ministry and not
read from a prepared text, because the Minister has been in office for over five
years.

The other area of the Ministry in the Finance Report, a very important area, is
vacancies. There are shortages in our secondary schools. In examination classes
there are shortages of teachers. Students are unsupervised in many secondary
schools; no Mathematics teachers; no English teachers—main teachers. What is
the Minister doing about that? And they are going to write examinations soon.
Then you would come with a list for cXc and say: “Forty per cent or 50 per cent
pass in Mathematics.” Why is it so low? It is because the students are not being
taught. There are no teachers to teach Mathematics and English; not only in those
subject areas, in many subject areas, and you blame the Teaching Service
Commission for not selecting these teachers for the schools.

It can be easily done. The permanent secretary has the power to hire teachers
part-time for these secondary schools by the Teaching Service Commission so the
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schools would not be without teachers. How can you come in this House and
justify and say that we are controlling the environment; there is peace, and at this
time the schools are not being supervised; there are no heads and deans; there are
no local school boards? The role of the local school board was to bring that
particular element of the community into the school and to look at how the school
is doing performance-wise, and other areas. That component is not there so the
school is breaking down. There are no heads and deans to supervise the rest of the
teachers in various areas. No heads and deans; no teachers in classrooms; shortage
of teachers in our schools and we are hearing they are staffing the guidance unit
with more and more members, but we are not hearing about the shortages in our
schools being addressed.

So when we look at the landscape we are seeing great despair and we are
asking these questions: Why are our schools in this state? Why is our education
system collapsing? It is not on the verge of collapse anymore; it is collapsing
rapidly, like a tsunami coming to hit. It is almost on our doorstep and we are not
taking the steps. Our children are going to be a lost generation because of the
PNM! Do you want that to be your legacy?

But there is hope of rebuilding. Reconciliation will take place under the
United National Congress government. There is hope because the vision is there;
not Vision 2020. It is the vision of the former Prime Minister that will come
forward once more. That vision will come forward again.

Mr. Manning: What vision?

Dr. A. Nanan: The education revolution. My entire contribution was based on
that vision of Mr. Basdeo Panday, the former Prime Minister. | am not taking
kudos for that. It is his vision, his revolution in education that is propelling this
country and it is being dismantled day by day by the PNM. But there is a Lord
above and the Prime Minister claimed that he was in church on the Sunday when
the Member made reference to that, and not the Saturday. But that is not the point;
the point is he said that it was a Sabbath. [Interruption] You should have said that;
you would have got some plaudits for that.

I made reference to that because you need to ask that question: How can the
Lord leave us in turmoil like this? It is like seven years of famine. It is like that
particular story with respect to Joseph and the interpretation of the dream. That is
what is happening here. It is a time we will go through, but we will survive
because we are building; we are reaching out to the people and they know that
when we come back into government it will be a time of plenty for us in terms of
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the potential. It is that particular vision that will take place. That is what is
happening and it will continue to do so.

I want to let you know that what we have put in place is very difficult to
dismantle. We have built a very solid education system. No matter what you do,
crack by crack, brick by brick, you cannot break it down. You may be dismantling
very slowly but we are building on the ground. I want to let you know that. You
are walking through our constituencies, but we are building on the ground. As you
walk through our constituencies | want to remind you that those constituencies
will be coming under the United National Congress government. So enjoy the
walk, Prime Minister; enjoy the walk, and we will keep talking on the ground as
we go into government once again.

Thank you. [Desk thumping]

The Minister of State in the Ministry of National Security and Minister of
State in the Ministry of Trade and Industry (Hon. Fitzgerald Hinds): Thank
you very kindly for recognizing me as | make a short intervention in this very
lively debate. Originally, it certainly was not my intention to participate in this
debate but | heard some comments from the Member for Caroni East and the
Leader of the Opposition and as a consequence, they having commented upon
certain issues of law and order, | decided that it was necessary to make a brief
intervention.

As we debated the Variation of Appropriation Bill and the report of the
Finance Committee, the Members on the other side took the opportunity to criticize
the Government on sundry matters. The Member for Tabaquite, for example,
responding to a very outstanding and lucid contribution from the Minister of
Education who, in her turn, responded to the Member for Siparia who, as a former
Minister of Education, demonstrated a lack of understanding of what is before us
as a nation in the realm of education—so that the Minister of Education responded
remarkably to the Member. The Member for Tabaquite wound up his contribution
by suggesting in very negative and burdensome tones that the education system of the
country has collapsed. | wondered, as | heard the hon. Member, my good friend,
the Member for Tabaquite, where does he operate; where does he live?

He does not seem to recall that only last year that A level students in Trinidad
and Tobago celebrated with the nation outstanding A level performances and
were recognized internationally. [Desk thumping] The very education system—

Mr. Partap: In spite of the PNM.
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Hon. F. Hinds: Now | hear my friend from Nariva saying: “In spite of the
PNM.”

Mr. Bereaux: He failed English. He never passed English.

Hon. F. Hinds: He has failed everything. It appears to us from an observation
of the statistics that the results in many schools around the country are getting
better and better by the year. South East Port of Spain, for example, a school that
situates in the city in East Dry River, in a very difficult and troubled
neighbourhood, has been witnessing and experiencing improved results at both O
and A levels consistently for the last few years. | understand today it is a job
getting a place in that school. It has become very, very competitive, and so too, St.
Francois Girls’ College. Success Laventille Composite School, a school situate in
the constituency of Laventille West, last year put some students out; seven of
them who wrote O levels—some with five 1s; some with six 1s—as good as
students up and down the more competitive schools in the city of Port of Spain.
We celebrated them in Laventille East/Morvant.

So where is the Member for Tabaquite getting this misinformation, as is his
wont, and the wont of the UNC to perpetrate upon this nation? In fact, from my
observation of the education system, | know as a fact now we have more A level
places than any time in the history of this nation before. The core text books, both
at primary and secondary level, are now free to the parents. They do not have to
trouble themselves. So that the $1,500 or so they would have spent on that, they
now save this money to use for other family purposes, and the books are made
available all because of the wisdom and the dispensation of the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago.

Lunches, transportation, free tertiary education. Everyone who wants to do
higher level education now enjoys a scholarship, so to speak, and the Member
speaks about a collapsing education system. But | am not entirely surprised. He
was, as a Minister of Education himself, very swiftly dismissed from that
portfolio after a short time. He spoke a lot about information technology today,
apparently his pet project. So | merely wanted to disabuse the Members’ minds on
those matters before | proceed.

I noted this year in the Opposition’s response in this debate that they were not
able to say that any substantial amount of money was moved from National
Security and put elsewhere. In fact, the Member for Caroni East correctly
observed that a very miniscule amount had to be moved for the purposes of the
variation of appropriation. And not having an opportunity to say that they take so
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much money away from National Security, given the circumstances with crime in
the nation, and not being able to say that the Ministry of National Security was
under-spending and over-funding, they confined themselves to looking at the
Ministry and finding things to talk a lot about and to criticize.

Talking about criticism—and | know the Member for Arima would be on her
legs later this evening and she will deal comprehensively with the criticisms
against CEPEP, but suffice it to say, | noticed in the Opposition Leader’s
contribution that she painted CEPEP, URP and Nedco with the same UNC brush. In
fact, she found herself towards the close of her contribution saying that they
should all be shut down and threatened that she was going to court to deal with
CEPEP, or something like that.

CEPEP, as a programme, URP as a programme and Nedco, were not created by
God. They would never be perfect. They were created with the minds and the
hands of men, a wise Government. But these are truly people-oriented programmes.
These are programmes that have been put in place precisely to do what we have
been criticized by the other side for not doing; that is to say, to ensure that a part
of the national well-being goes to the people at the lowest levels of the society.

In the case of Nedco, | remember when it began. A person could have gone to
Nedco and upon application and qualification, obtain a loan of $30,000 to start a
small business, and many did. I know persons in my constituency who did. Today
that facility has gone to $300,000, I think it is. In fact, to become VAT registered,
from what | recall, you need to be doing $200,000 worth of business. This is as a
result of the wisdom of the Government and a deliberate decision to make funds
accessible to people at the lowest levels of the society to get involved in business.
But the Member for Siparia, the Leader of the Opposition, comes here today and
by “vaps”, decides that she would shut down Nedco, CEPEP and URP. Then they
talk about they have love for people.

The Member for Tabaquite made three references to the Minister of Education
and playing ole mas. They are really supposed to be talking about ole mas
because the Minister of Education demonstrated an advertisement today showing
the conduct of the UNC in a national advertisement to attract people to come to a
dollar fete, an ole mas party that it had last weekend. We did not attend. We will
never go there. But one of my constituents who attended told me the ole mas
competition was a “real head”.
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6.00 p.m.

I understand that a former Member of this House, the Member for Couva
North, was in the Ole Mas Competition and he played Police and Tief; the
Member for Siparia played the character, Unsober and Disorderly; the Member
for Fyzabad played King Liar. These are mas characters, Mr. Speaker. [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: | know. Unless it is factual do not go there. If you are sure
about it as a fact, then that is all right. If you are not sure do not go there.

Hon. F. Hinds: | am guided, Mr. Speaker. | am sure that the Member for
Nariva, my friend, played Shorts and Curleys. [Laughter] The Member for Oropouche
played, Fairies. I am sure about that. FIFA sponsored their Deputy Political
Leader, Jack Warner. He played Robber. Finally, the King of the competition was
Sen. Wade Mark. He simply played Obnoxious and I understand that he won.

Mr. Speaker: No, please. [Laughter] You cannot say that especially about a
Member of the other House. Maybe, you could invent something else.

Hon. F. Hinds: Mr. Speaker, | am obliged. That was not the main issue.

I was dealing with the Member for Tabaquite. The Member for Siparia
mentioned in her contribution that part of the reason for the variation was that
certain posts were supposed to have been filled and they were not. She wondered
whether this was a deliberate trend on the part of the Government. She made
mention of the Executive Director’s position for the penal reform and transformation
secretariat within the Ministry of National Security, for which | have some
responsibility. The Executive Director quite obviously, is supposed to head that
transformation unit that has been Cabinet appointed and sanctioned to oversee the
transformation of the prison regime from the retributive system to a restorative
system of justice, which the Cabinet accepted as Government’s policy sometime
ago. | say to the Member for Siparia that an advertisement was put out;
applications were received; interviews were effected and someone accepted the
position. An applicant from abroad came to Trinidad. | had the opportunity to
meet the goodly lady and everything was on course. Shortly after that, the goodly
lady informed us that because of some personal difficulty she was unable to take
up the position.

I inform the Member for Siparia that that did not impede the work of the
transformation unit. All systems and the work are ongoing and the other posts are
filled. Someone is fulfilling the role of executive director until we find a suitable
candidate. We have advertised once again and we hope that that would be filled in
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short order. To assure the Member for Siparia it has not impeded the transformation
process of the ministry in this regard, notwithstanding some of the criticisms, it is
ongoing.

The Member for Siparia in her comments en passant the education system
found herself—I looked in Hansard and | am sure about this—saying that “the
nation’s school breeding criminals”. When | heard that coming from the Member
for Siparia I wondered how would the principals, vice principals, many teachers,
the parents, the guardians and, most importantly, the students, feel to have heard
the Leader of the Opposition, a former minister of government and minister of
education speaking in those terms?

Mr. Hart: She should apologize.

Hon. F. Hinds: I agree with the Member for Tunapuna. She ought to stand in
this House and apologize to the nation’s children. [Desk thumping] There has
been and is violence in schools. There is no doubt about that. There has been a
clear need for improvement in various areas. We are a developing nation and we
are not unique in this regard. The majority of students in our system are
conducting their affairs in the way we would expect and they are performing
reasonably well. As | demonstrated earlier, some are even excelling by
international standards. For this | take the opportunity to publicly congratulate the
Minister of Education for excellent leadership in implementing a programme of
education for the nation’s children. The Member for Siparia must be careful when
“she passing her mouth on the nation’s children”, if I may be permitted a
colloquialism.

The Member for Siparia had the opportunity to listen to the dignity and
upstanding attributes of the current Minister of Education and by extension, the
philosophy, manner, approach and blueprint of the People’s National Movement
as a government. The Member was able to hear in great detail that the Government
and Minister of Education and the Commissioner of Police—the Member for
Siparia found herself again and | am sure about this, saying that not a word was
heard from the Commissioner of Police, the Minister of National Security, the
Minister of EducatioOn and the Government on the question of the pornography
that became a revelation to the nation some time. The Member for Siparia sat
studiously and properly so, looking a bit dejected and brow beaten as she listened
to the way that we conduct the nation’s affairs. We did not run to Parliament with a
CD—I have a copy of it—to display it and offer to lay pornography in this dignified
and honourable House. We did not go scandalizing this. The Minister of Education
and the Government were aware of what was happening.
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In usual and typical PNM dignity we decided to conduct an investigation. You
cannot proceed on the basis of one side of the story particularly when it flows
from a noisy radio station in Port of Spain. True or false? You cannot. The
Minister indicated to us—and | felt so proud to be PNM—with quiet dignity she
informed the police and the police effected an investigation which is ongoing. In
all the schools that have been identified the police has been there speaking to the
principals, teachers and students. They have already identified some of the
students. Where it is possible by way of reputation they may prefer charges. |
cannot know; I have no control over the work of the police. I know that it is
criminal and illegal to be portraying and displaying pornographic material
according to the laws of Trinidad and Tobago. The police have sworn to uphold
the law. It is possible where they have identified perpetrators that action in that
regard could be taken.

We understand fully that this question of pornography is nothing to scandalize.
Sometime ago | received a very embarrassing complaint from students of a school
in my constituency. I could have gone recklessly to the media and make a scandal.
In fact, some of the people involved were urging me to do just that. No. I got a
quiet word going with the Minister of Education; an investigation was undertaken;
action was taken to intervene and break up the issue that was challenging the
school without the glare of the public and the bacchanal that would lead to in the
context of Trinidad and Tobago. Sadly, but truly. The police are dealing with the
matters and complaints are known.

There is a social programme. We understand fully that this pornographic issue
is bigger than what exists in the schools. These children are in a sense victims
because it is available to them. When we were primary school students we may
have gotten access to a Penthouse magazine. In fact, there were boys—not me; |
would never do that [Much laughter] who would come to school with the middle
page of a Penthouse magazine and display it quietly out of the glare of teachers.
That was pornographic but that was what the technology accorded in those days.
Today it is about cell phones and Internet, quite a different thing.

Members: You did not look?

Hon. F. Hinds: No. I never looked. [Laughter] | would not do that.

Mr. Speaker, | had friends in school who | suspected would tie a piece of glass
on the foot and stand next to one of the female students and look in the mirror.
Some of the guys did that in my day at school. | would never do that. [Much
laughter and desk thumping] That was the extent of what existed then. Today it is
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a different scenario. There is a market for pornography in the world. There are
adults who are encouraging this; making money and victimizing our children in
this regard.

Last week when I heard the Member for Siparia presenting the supposed facts;
trying to make all these students victims and found herself callously, thoughtlessly and
wantonly saying that the tears, sins, pain and trauma of these children in this
pornography fell on the Government, | knew that something was wrong. |
understood why she came second in the competition when she played, Unsober
and Disorderly. They are not victims. Some of them are willing participants. Over the
age of 10, clearly understanding the seriousness of all this. If they were willing
participants they could not be deemed to be victims as such.

In the case of the San Juan student it appears from the facts having been
properly investigated by the police that the young lady who went by the river with
the three guys and the record that we know about—I do not want to do like the
Member for Siparia and get into the gory and slimy details. That is not the way
that we do business on this side. We know the case that | am talking about. We
were able to point out that the police, the proper authority having intervened,
charged three persons in connection with the offence. Having done so, just like
last Saturday night, the Member for Siparia jumped up again. The only thing she
was missing was the forum on that evening. She jumped up again saying, “Yuh
see, is we who cause dat; is we who cause dat”, only to be told by the Minister of
Education that that action took place two weeks ago, long before she spoke in this
House. Bad advice, misleading the nation as usual; politicizing a very serious
matter.

These children are subject to influences. Some time ago | went to Jamaica and
while running down the channels in the hotel that | stayed in | was genuinely
shocked to see a certain channel, 24 hours a day.

Hon. Member: “Yuh eh watch it?”

Hon. F. Hinds: No. [Laughter] No. This is serious. | continued and in
discussing this with other persons, that was running 24 hours a day.

Hon. Member: “How yuh know?”

Hon. F. Hinds: | was told. [Laughter] | was also told that it is available in
Trinidad if you specially apply for it and specially pay. These children are not
getting this from the sky. They are being socialized in a certain way. It is a very
serious problem and similarly, the question of violence. “If you go into any DvD
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or music shop, if you see the types of movies.” When you watch the jackets it is
pure violence. The video games are teaching the children violence and mayhem.
Sometimes right after the news in Trinidad and Tobago, not cable TV or the
Internet, you see parental viewership is advised or something like that. Up comes
a channel of some of the most disturbing features. All this driven by greed and the
need for more and more profit, starting in different parts of the world affecting
our little children in Trinidad, Laventille, Diego Martin and Westmooring, south
of the Caribbean, miles away from the places that these movies were developed. It
IS quite a serious thing and therefore, it behooves.

Now you can understand better why the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
spends a considerable amount of money, time and intellectual resources in the
Ministry of Social Development, the Ministry of Community Development,
Culture and Gender Affairs and the Ministry of Housing. Every house you build is
a family unit you are creating. Now you can better understand why the Minister of
Finance, the Member for San Fernando East, told this country that the family was
at the heart of the budgetary proposals of the last presentation. That is the way we
need to focus and not blame the Government for that. That would not resolve the
problem.

We accept responsibility as the Government, but the word “responsibility” has
a myriad of meanings. Responsibility for government is a constitutional and legal
construct, meaning that we are accountable to the Parliament, the Government
and the people for the management of the country, but it does not mean
responsibility in the sense of criminal law. If it were so every time there was a
kidnapping or murder they would have come to arrest the Member for San
Fernando East as Prime Minister or the Minister of National Security. The police
never do that. The police are looking for criminals, those who did it and are in that
sense responsible. [Desk thumping]

Mrs. Job-Davis: Well said.

Hon. F. Hinds: Because of that responsibility a former member of this House
was held responsible for irresponsible actions, while he was supposed to be
responsible for the management of this country. [Desk thumping]

Mrs. Job-Davis: That is responsible governance.

Hon. F. Hinds: Mr. Speaker, | want to address very briefly some of the issues
concerning law and order as offered by the Member for Caroni East and the
Member for Siparia. Today, they sit in different places in this House but their
ethos, ethic and approach came from the same root. | must say in fairness to the
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Member for Caroni East that recently, in the no bail for kidnapping legislation he
and the other Members of the Back Bench Opposition distinguished themselves.
They have begun to show signs of mutation from the poison tree from which they
emanated. | think that they deserve to be applauded. It is my prayer that that
wisdom, beauty, brilliance and demonstration of genuine concern and love for the
security and safety of the people of Trinidad and Tobago would continue.

The Member for Siparia spoke about DNA legislation. Last week | had
occasion in another debate to rise not for the sake of the Opposition because we
know that they know the truth. It is their wont to mislead the country seeking to
politicize crime, criminal activity and human tragedy hoping that they would win
some political mileage out of that foolishness. | say to the Member for Siparia that
when we came into office in 2002, we met a DNA Act in place but it was without
regulation. In other words, it was not ready for proclamation because regulation
should have followed its passage and that never happened while they were in
government. Historical fact.

We were urged by the national community suffering the trauma of crime as
they still are to a large extent to pass the DNA legislation. Some people in the
national community are of the view that DNA legislation would be a panacea for
all our crime problems. I want to slow us down. Yes. It is an important technological
advancement in managing, preventing and detecting crime and no modernized
state, particularly one that aspires to developed country status as we do can go
without it. Its presence and operation do not end our problems. It is another line of
proof as much as fingerprinting, the evidence of an “I see” witness or confession
statement. It gives us another opportunity to solve crime. It is the most advanced
as far as the world and we are aware. We met that legislation; we analyzed it and
found that it would not have worked. It followed the Australian model.

In essence and by way of example, if a suspect was held in a rape matter that
legislation of 2000 passed by the UNC would have required the suspect to consent.
He would have had to sign and say, “lI am willing to give a sample for DNA
purposes.” In the context of fighting crime and our common sense, he would not
have done that. It would have put pain to our efforts and render the legislation
useless. I do not know why they ran ahead and did it. We are not experts. We got
experts out of the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom who had been practising
and implemented DNA legislation for over 25 years. We got them to look at our
legislation and situation and they told us that it was unworkable. They told us that
the Australians are now rethinking what they had done and collaborating with the
British government to see whether they could implement what the British had
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done to deal with their problems. We knew that was not the way to go. We told
the country that we would repeal it and we did. We have laid a Bill to resolve that.

In addition to that | had occasion to say to the Members opposite that while
we had passed the legislation it is like getting your driver’s permit, but we did not
have a car. At that time we did not have the technology to practise DNA. In that
sense the passage of that Bill was premature, a sham. In fairness to them, you
could have said that this was the first step. [Interruption] | would give way to the
Member for Pointe a Pierre.

Miss Lucky: Thank you, Member for Laventille East/Morvant, for giving
way. Could you assist me? | was not in the Parliament at the time when that
legislation of 2000 was passed. Could you indicate to me if you were sitting on
the Opposition Bench? | take your point. Could you indicate whether you or any
Member on your side had pointed out to the UNC government at the time, whether
that provision ought to be changed to make it mandatory for which you would
have needed a special majority and the support of the PNM which was then in
Opposition?

Hon. F. Hinds: If the truth be told I cannot remember the exact terms of the
debate. What | do know is that as with many other pieces of legislation we
expressed strong objection from that side. We remember that they passed that by a
simple ordinary majority. They did not present it to the House requiring a
specified majority signalling that they knew they would have passed it with their
majority without our support. We would have spoken and objection would have
been put but there was nothing we could do. On the other hand, recognizing that
we would need a special majority because there would have been provision in the
legislation which would infringe enshrined constitutional rights, engaged the
Opposition through the Prime Minister and political leader in discussions on
behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago; agreement having been reached,
legislation drafted and now before the House for debate. We hope that the Front
Bench Opposition, the UNC would not renege on its promise to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago for some frivolous reason by withdrawing their support as
they have done in the past. | hope that in light of my deliberation on this matter
that the record is now set clear before the nation and never again would anyone
from this House be heard to say that we have done nothing about it.

In addition to getting the legislation right, if 1 may use a popular political
maxim, getting the legislation right, we have imported the necessary technology.
In the mean time we were training officers of the Trinidad and Tobago Police
Service to be properly qualified crime scene investigators to deal with DNA. With
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the fusion of these factors we are now in a position to say to the people of
Trinidad and Tobago, we are ready to go forward and present another tier or layer
of protection against the criminals in this country who are bringing pain on all of
us.

The Member for Caroni East spoke about most unfortunate and painful
capture by criminal kidnappers of Mrs. Naipaul. He belaboured the point. If we
wanted to we could boast that kidnappings fell from 51 kidnappings for ransom to
15 in 2006. As far as we are aware for every kidnap victim and his or her family,
kidnapping is 100 per cent. It is painful. Everyone is now beginning to understand
that it is a difficult crime to manage as well because kidnappers are the supreme
opportunists. Everyone understands that you cannot cover every base at every
time. It requires intelligent driven policing which is what we have been putting in
place. 1 am not in a position to render to this House all the details for obvious
reasons. We are to be guided by statistics which would demonstrate that we saw a
substantial reduction. As we continue to head south this particular crime hit us
and the nation responded. | understand that the goodly lady was really a goodly
lady. Wide spread impact. You could find mutes working in her place because she
had a heart for people. I suspect that struck the horde in this country.

The good thing about it is that | hope that that one; the killing of councillor
Bert Allette and the shooting of councillor John for all kinds of reasons in
addition to all the kidnappings, shootings and serious crime would generate a kind
of collective indignation in Trinidad and Tobago to ganging up a response to
criminals, where we could be assured of the support of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, through their representatives on both sides of this House, that we would
move heaven and earth, change the Constitution and the law and do whatever we
could to put an end to the scourge of crime. As David Rudder put it so mightily
and appositely in a calypso out of the dirty, muddy and murky pond, | hope
10,000 flowers bloom.

We are attempting to make all arms of national security more prepared,
swifter, quicker and more responsive in their service to the people of this country.
That is not an easy job. All the time you proceed rather than get the encouragement of
the people, those whom you serve, you get much criticism. We understood the
sociology of that and we accept it. As | indicated earlier, we are aware that we are
in that sense responsible.

6.30 p.m.

In 2006, fortunately, based on some of the actions taken and some not taken,
there were no bombings, as was seen towards the end of 2005. For this, we thank
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every man and woman in law enforcement, and we thank the people of Trinidad
and Tobago, to the extent that they made a contribution in this.

Mr. Speaker, in terms of homicides, we saw a very small reduction from 386
in 2005 to 369 in 2006. And this is why we entered 2007 optimistic, and that we
are headed in the right direction. And again, for the murdered victim and his
family in particular, it is burdensome in every case. When the Prime Minister, the
Member for San Fernando East, told this country sometime ago was that in many
cases from the reports he had—and he is in a position to know as chairman of the
National Security Council—many of the murders and mayhem were termed
collateral damage.

I sat in pain when | heard people criticize that, but that is the truth. There are
statistics from the United States and they reflect that 64 per cent—in fact, there
were about 25,000 homicides over the last 20 years in the United States, and 64
per cent of them were innocent bystanders. Then | would discover—and we do
not have any real serious gangs here—I have always contended vyes, the
conglomerate moves around in crews, they are from the same neighbourhood,
they have the same dirty purpose, but in terms of gangs, Mr. Speaker, the United
States has a history of dealing with real serious gangs—and Brazil and Mexico.
Fortunately, we have not reached that yet. We hope to shut the door tight enough
so that it will never reach, if I may be permitted a metaphor.

Mr. Speaker, in the United States, when a teenager joins a gang, he or she has
to be initiated and that takes various forms including sometimes being badly
beaten by the gang, kicked-in as they call it, put on the ground, ribs broken, head
kicked in and you have to wonder why would a 14-year-old boy leave the comfort
of his father’s secure arms if that exists, and the warmth of his mother’s breast to
go and find comfort in a gang and to take that kind of initiation, something is
strange and not unique to Trinidad and Tobago or the United States. It is a human
phenomenon that the sociologists and the psychologists | suspect, are still trying
to evaluate.

Part of the initiation is often to be given a gun by the dirty gang leader and he
has to just commit a serious crime, a homicide in order to get down with the
clique so he kills. Someone is going about their normal shopping and whap! But
that way, he commits a serious crime, he is now tied into the clique and he is now
a bona fide member. So this question of collateral damage is not new, it is not
unique to Trinidad and Tobago, it is real.

Mr. Speaker, at any rate—and this is no boast, this is a historical and
statistical fact that there is a 4.6 per cent decrease and thankfully for the people of
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Trinidad and Tobago, and every man and woman in law enforcement, we are
headed in that direction. But again, the concept of responsibility, every citizen of
this country has a responsibility in this.

The hardest job in the world is parenting, and it is parents who have to keep
these 14-year-olds and these 12-year-olds from getting involved in the kinds of
things we discussed earlier, whether it is pornography or shared criminal activity.
It is not blaming. Do you hear the Member for Chaguanas? [Crosstalk]

Hon. Member: Ignore him.

Hon. F. Hinds: | have to ignore him. Okay, he was speaking to the Member
for Nariva. I am sorry. | was just wondering whether his intellectual capacity
equated with the height of the Member for Nariva.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member for
Laventille East/Morvant has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Dr. A. Nanan]

Question put and agreed to.

Hon. F. Hinds: Thank you very, very kindly, Mr. Speaker, and of course, my
special friend, the Member for Tabaquite. Mr. Speaker, prior to today, in an
attempt to mock the Member for Tabaquite who they very intimately referred to
as the “Tabaquite tiger”, | have heard him roar in this House before and the roar
sounded more like a meow, meow, but he truly roared, at least in volume. The
content was as usual, paper thin but the decibel level was a genuine one. | say
congratulations to him.

Mr. Speaker, a tremendous amount of intellectual force, a tremendous amount
of national resources, time, effort and sweat on the part of the Minister of
National Security, on behalf of the people in this country has been put into the
programme of transformation of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, the
major platform or institution for preventing detecting and prosecuting crime in
Trinidad and Tobago. It is a historical fact; everyone knows that the police
organization and other organizations in our developing country may not have kept
pace with the realities of the technological information driven world. Everybody
in Trinidad and Tobago may agree with me that culturally our work ethic is not
what it ought to be.

Trinidad and Tobago, in my view, has never fired on all cylinders as a
production unit. | do not believe that we ever have. It may very well be the
sunshine, the laid back life that we lead, the number of holidays and festivals that
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we break the production year to celebrate and commemorate; it may be Carnival,
it may be that we are divided among ourselves on different lines so some work
some at some time and some do not work at another time, | cannot tell you the
reason. But I am confident enough to venture that this country has never fired on
all cylinders from a productive standpoint. The police organization is no different
and, therefore, the challenge is to get that particular organization, because of the
critical role it plays, particularly in a time when crime is threatening and making
all of us uncomfortable, in some cases changing our lifestyles. Midnight mass,
they cannot have it. People in deep concern, the police organization, and we have
been spending a lot of time dealing with the police organization.

Happily from January 01, Members may recall the Constitution (Amdt.) Act,
the Police Service Act, and the Police Complaints Authority Act came into effect,
giving legislative backbone into a whole new management process and structure
with all kinds of implications for promotions, transfers, appointments, for discipline in
respect of the police organization.

And, | am particularly proud of that and | take this opportunity to thank the
Members on the other side who on that occasion joined hands with the Government,
not for our good, not for election purposes, but for the benefit of the people of
Trinidad and Tobago.

And we must do that over and over again. It makes more sense that when
there is a kidnapping or murder the criminal sits in front of his television or by his
radio or reading his papers and he is hearing us cussing and quarrelling with one
another, and nobody focuses their attention on him. We have to focus on him, on
them!

Mr. Speaker, | do not want to get into the details now. The Member for Caroni
East seems to enjoy exposing the little he knows about the country’s security
apparatus. He went as far as to say in particular that the kidnapping which we
referred to earlier, that he has information that a cellular phone that was taken
from the victim, was monitored and it was known to have gotten to the Aranguez
area. The Member for Caroni East found himself saying so. | did not know that.
He said so. Even if that were so, assuming but not accepting that was so, who told
the Member for Caroni East that would have been of any great significance,
because | can reach to Aranguez, power down and then head back to Caroni, or to
Sangre Grande so what is the point?

Three of us could have embarked upon a nasty illegal enterprise of kidnapping
a victim. I could have the phone but the victim is not with me. So you picked the
phone up in Aranguez but the victim is in Caroni, Barrackpore or Carenage. Not
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Carenage, because according to him, they were heading north. That is his analysis
of the situation. | say this only to let my friend know that the comic book style
speculation does not exist in the real world.

Mr. Speaker, | did not say it, but | am sure that my comments implied it and if
I did not imply it, | now say it expressly. In fact, | do not have to say it, because |
picked up the newspaper of today’s date, the Guardian, on page 9 there is a big
headline saying: “Baksh says the UNC has no decency”. So that even if | did not
imply it and even if | felt | should say it in expressed terms, there is no need, an
insider, someone who ought to know, chief party organizer, came from the bowels
of the UNC is now telling the country that party has no decency. I concur.

Mr. Speaker, I will conclude by saying that a lot of the contribution of the
Member for Siparia revolved around that unfortunate state of affairs with the
beautiful children of those who are not beyond redemption. We love them and
they know we love them. We care as a Government and they know we care. We
will continue to exert best efforts, genuine efforts to provide all of the opportunities
for the young people of this country as we have been doing for the last five years.
Whether it is in technical training, whether it is in the academic field, whether it is
in sport or culture, we will continue. Everyone on this side will continue to strive
to be outstanding role models for them. We support the parents of this nation
because we accept that parenting today is not an easy business particularly when
you have 14-years-olds and 16-year-olds giving birth, particularly when you have
grandmothers as young as 28 years and 30 years old.

I remember campaigning with the Member for Diego Martin West in certain
constituencies in this country in the last couple campaigns and the Member pulling me
aside to observe quietly the number of young women who were pregnant. It is
obvious that there are some serious issues and | was so pleased to hear the
Member for St. Ann’s East in his budget presentation and other presentations,
indicate what the Government is doing to ameliorate these circumstances that | repeat,
without fear of contradiction, are not unique to Trinidad and Tobago. They do not
like you to make reference to anywhere else, they want globalization in some
regards but when you talk about the global effect in other regards, you must not
say that. It is intellectually unsound. It does not reflect reality. But we continue to
do what we have to do and we do so confident that as this year rolls on; and as the
country is called to look at us and to look at them, it will observe that we have and
we boast; we still have a leader of this party and this Government that is beyond
reproof. It is better than to be thiefing on the job, because thiefing on the job gets
you sleeping away from home. We are proud of that fact.
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Mr. Speaker, I promised | would be very short. | retain my seat and | thank
you very warmly for your attention.

Miss Gillian Lucky (Pointe-a-Pierre): Mr. Speaker, having heard the
Member for Laventille East/Morvant, speak in such a boasting manner about all
the great accomplishments and achievements with respect to the Ministry of
National Security, once again | find myself in a position in which | am really
worried about the security of the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Speaker, I am sick and tired of constantly calling on the Government to
listen carefully and give meaningful consideration not only to the suggestions that
come from the Opposition in the Parliament, but also to what the experts are
saying with respect to fighting crime. When | see the Member for Laventille
East/Morvant stands, and | hear him in his contribution use statistics, to suggest
that we have moved from 51 kidnappings for ransom to only 15, and that in
suggests that we are making headway, it worries me. What the hon. Member for
Laventille/East Morvant has not gone on to point out to the nation is that the
detection rate remains at 12 per cent. And when detection rates continue to be
low, even though numbers which are not in any great significance, there is any
great disparity; it means that we have a major problem on our hands.

To hear the hon. Member for Laventille East/Morvant speak in such a saintly
manner about how great thou art, meaning those on the other side, it really shows
me how hypocritical some of the Members are on the other side. We have heard a
hon. Minister come to this House and say quite rightly that wrongdoers are looked
upon by young people as role models and that is bad. | agree with the hon.
Minister of Education. But which Government has encouraged that kind of
nonsense? How long have we been saying that, getting the impression that it is
good to be bad and bad to be worse?

When the late Mark Guerra died, a man with a very checkered and coloured
background, a mural was painted in his honour. I did not hear any Member from
the other side stand up and deprecate that action. | know the law, silence does not
mean consent but the hypocrisy lies not just with that side. 1 am not just going to
limit it to that side, because | speak from a place where | want to say it like it is.
My level of creativity is not as great as that of the Member for Laventille
East/Morvant, who, instead of helping to run his Ministry better seems more
intent on taking persons from the Opposition Front Bench and tagging them with
ole mas names.
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I do not think in our country a Minister should have time to do that. He should
spend time ensuring that every word he utters in his contribution keeps that level
of seriousness when it comes to crime fighting. | do not depend on that level of
creativity.

My calypso this year which I have composed is “I ain’t fraid them” and I am
saying it like it is. “I ain’t fraid them”. If you want to dare me to the extent where
I give you a line, not to sing because | think that might be considered against the
rules—[Crosstalk] If it were allowed | would sing. But it is against the rules. But |
will say it. No one could tell me PNM, COP or UNC—I am saying it like it is
because this is my country and if you want more lines—in other words, | am
saying it like it is, but you would not. There is a time and place. If you want to go
into that line and degenerate the debate, so be it. But | am not going to allow this
debate to reach to that stage.

I intend to say it like it is because there are hypocrites among us and when
there are persons coming to the Parliament and telling us that we should not hail
gang leaders, which Government called gang leaders community leaders? [Desk
thumping] Which Government entered into truces and contractual arrangements
with known gang leaders and terrorists? And, the point was made over and over
again; you cannot enter into arrangements with these people because when they
breach these so-called contracts, where are you going to take them? And what
has happened is that this Government has not adopted the zero tolerance approach
to those who commit serious and violent crimes in the country.

In order to ensure that they have not trod on the toes of certain supporters,
their supporters, not all of them, they have now found themselves in a position
where their backs are against the wall and they have no choice now but to tell the
community they have to help themselves, you have to fix me first. But the reality
is there is a lot that has to be done, and for any Member on the other side to
suggest in this case, that the Ministry of National Security is performing well, |
find that worrying.

The Member for Laventille East/Morvant spoke about the Minister of
National Security, giving his time, effort, his sweat, yet he fails. If he is
performing at his or her optimum and he is failing then there must some kind of
action that should be taken.

In the Westminster system, the unfortunate reality is that when Ministers do
not perform, not just with respect to this Government, or any government, no
prime minister wants to take a firm hand and say you will have to go and,
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therefore, when we talk about political maturity and independence, let us
understand, do not be hypocritical. We have not reached that stage in our politics
as yet, and | am not sure we ever will.

When | heard the hon. Minister of Education speaking about this incident in
which the Member for Siparia, the Leader of the Opposition, had, in fact, stated in
the Parliament, I listened to the hon. Minister of Education indicating there were
many systems for monitoring and determining what was taking place. The hon.
Minister indicated to the House that there was counselling—that is good; that the
young girl who was the victim of this really heinous act was, in fact, still doing
quite well in her academic pursuits, and that is good.

Mr. Speaker, herein lies my concern. The hon. Minister indicated to this
House that she had what might be considered fast-breaking news, hot off the
press, and that is, that three persons were, in fact, charged for this alleged offence.
Then we heard the Member for Laventille East/Morvant shouting and saying two
weeks ago and chastising the Member for Siparia for suggesting that nothing was
being done.

Mr. Speaker, if the hon. Minister of Education came to deal specifically with
that matter | ask the question: How come the hon. Minister did not know about
these charges if they occurred two weeks ago? How good is this monitoring
process that is taking place? [Desk thumping] Let us think scientifically,
logically, let us not think with political affiliation attached to our thoughts,
because there was one Member on this side and one on the other side—I would
not call where they come from, but they know themselves, who seem still to have
this approach in their contributions that you just have to praise and praise in order
to secure a seat and position. | really thought we had gone beyond that. Call a
spade a spade, call an ace an ace. | do not need to call it. Look at the replay on
Channel 11. Mr. Speaker, one option is that the hon. Minister who is talking
about all proper checks that are in place and a constant monitoring process,
herself, did not know about something as critical as that. Clearly, the Member for
Siparia, the Leader of the Opposition—I am coming to the second option, but |
am giving them the preferred option first, but both are bad.

Option number one, the Minister did not ask or find out the critical point.
Were these alleged perpetrators charged? To me, that would have been the first
thing you want to know or option number two which is worse, and that is,
whoever is saying people were charged they are telling untruths, and either option

is worrying because we heard shouts “two weeks ago”, “two weeks ago, the
person was charged”. If this is the information that is available, how come these
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things never come in a timely fashion? Why are they always used as some kind
of political aside to score brownie political points and, therefore, it is either the
Minister does know a critical issue or it has been an untruth.

Member for Tobago East, the simple point being made is that when this kind
of action occurs, critical to the victim—~because | have prosecuted many of these
matters—is that those who have done the wrong have at least, been charged and
would be brought to court. All we are saying is that you cannot boast about
something that has occurred if you do not even know whether it has occurred or
not, because, we are still left in an area of mystery and suspense. And because of
the type of matter it is, the truth is we really do not want to expose it; it would be
wrong. In fact, there are rules with respect to those who are charged and those
who are the victims as the Member for Princes Town knows, in matters involving
sexual offences. | do not want to breach those rules and descend into a level of
violating rules of law which | am aware of just to score points.

Mr. Speaker, let us ensure when we come here we come with our facts and we
speak the truth and it is not for me to defend the Leader of the Opposition, the
Member for Siparia. But when | heard the Member for Laventille East/Morvant,
take, in my view, out of context what the Member for Siparia was saying, the
Member was pointing out that in our schools we were breeding criminals, to me
that meant that not every school child is a criminal, but that our school which is
supposed to be the nation’s school, a sacred place, a place of learning, a place
where the late Dr. Eric Williams placed great emphasis and said that is where our
future generations were going to be schooled so they could make a contribution,
the Member for Siparia was saying now nowhere is sacred because even there has
become a breeding ground. She was not indicting every school child in the
country.

The fact that | could defend a Member who sits on the Front Bench of the
Opposition, sharing a different political philosophy to me is to point out, let us not
take things out of context to send wrong messages to these young people we claim
we want to protect. This is not of recent vintage, Mr. Speaker. There were
problems with drugs in even prestige schools and I think what should concern the
hon. Minister of Education is that in light of all the programmes she outlined—I
am saying they are valid programmes, they are good programmes. | am happy if
some of them are new, creative. | am happy if some of them were created by the
UNC and are being carried through. I am happy. But the problem is that there is a
massive crisis in our nation’s schools and the analogy | make is for the Ministry
of National Security.
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7.00 p.m.

I agree with the Member for Laventille East/Morvant that the Ministry gets a
significant share of the budgetary pie each year, but if with blimps and eye-in-the-
sky and foreign experts and all that, we are still not making headway, then we are
obviously not dealing with the source of the problem. I am respectfully saying
that the source of the problem is that the Government, having compromised its
position with respect to the criminals, now cannot—not that it does not have the
political will—deal with the criminals at hand.

I listened to the Member for Caroni East when he spoke about Mrs. Vindra
Naipaul-Coolman, | cannot say that my hon. colleague was against seeking to
create some kind of dramatic or theatrical effect. Even the Member for Laventille
East/Morvant said that when he hears about Mrs. Vindra Naipaul-Coolman from
anybody, it is almost as though a saint has been taken away from us. When | say
taken away, | mean in terms of being kidnapped.

I remember years ago when 10-year-old Vijay Persad was kidnapped—he was
never found—the Member for San Fernando East chastised me. He said that I
should have known better than to have raised it. | did that because | have
prosecuted successfully, and continue to prosecute when | am given a fiat, matters
involving kidnapping. | would never come here and give any intimate details
about what I know. I would think that that is a breach of professional duty and not
in the public interest.

Anywhere you go, you hear about Vindra Naipaul-Coolman. Just over the
weekend | heard people say she had gone to give advice to persons who were
going to create a business and she gave the analogy, which | thought was so
creative, that starting a business is the same as being pregnant. She said that there
would be ups and downs, but you had to look at the fact that after nine months
you would have something that is beautiful and good and it does not even end
with birth. Today we have been speaking about a really glorious event with
respect to the Member for Arouca South. | take the opportunity to congratulate
her on the birth of her twin girls.

Vindra Naipaul-Coolman was making the point that when your child is born
that is not the end of it. This evening, Mr. Speaker, we have been speaking about
parenting. She said that your business would bring you joy some days, sorrow
some days; some days you may feel like shutting it down, but you have to
persevere. Maybe | am in the minority in this view, but I am not saying I will not
be attending any Carnival events, but | found it difficult even over the Christmas
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vacation into the new year to have a 100 per cent festive feeling, knowing that
Vindra Naipaul-Coolman was not found and we did not know her whereabouts. It
reminded me very much of the Natalie Holloway story in Aruba and | am only
hoping it does not turn out to be the same thing.

Having said that, you might find somebody taking a picture with me at a
fete—I intend to go to the south cancer fete on February 03. It is for a great cause.
I do not want anybody to take a picture and say Lucky said she was not enjoying
herself and she is there. There must be some kind of dark cloud over us.

When we talk about the problems of sexual assault in schools, | find it
difficult to see Members on the other side finding some kind of joke when they
are talking about [Interruption] Not all, Member for Tobago East, you were not
one of them. | saw your very serious face. That is why | take every opportunity in
my contributions to give you kudos. I find I do not hear from you enough. | want
to hear from Tobago. | am sure that in Tobago you all face the same challenges. |
am not putting you on a spot. | am just saying that I am sure it is happening in
Tobago, too. | am also saying that there is a difference between the pornography
ring in the schools and the commission of criminal offences that are violent. You
cannot mix the two. When you mix the two, you are not going to be able to target
the problem.

I heard the Member for Laventille East/Morvant regurgitate everything he has
been saying about the Ministry of National Security, its strides and achievements.
Why does the Member not tell us that consideration is being given to the
establishment of a special victims unit, very much like what we see on the
programme Law and Order, in which police officers, who are highly skilled and
trained, will be able to go into any school throughout Trinidad and Tobago and do
the necessary forensic analysis and assessment, rather than have it the way it is
now, which is that when these incidents occur in schools, there will be investigation
by jurisdiction and there may not be the consistency in competence of officer.

There will be so much more gained. Why are we not thinking along the lines
of a special victims unit? To stand here and talk about DNA—that is why | was
happy the Member for Laventille East/Morvant gave way. | am genuinely concerned
about persons seeking to score points. One government in power laid a piece of
legislation and one of the big issues is that the accused would have to consent.
Now at least the accused would not have to consent. That is a matter in which if
no constitutional majority had been obtained the Government would have at least
passed the DNA Act, not with the full force needed, but at least that government
did something and ought to be congratulated, as far as | am concerned.
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Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Thank you for giving way. With the DNA legislation
passed by the UNC, the person had to give consent because that was to protect
their rights. If the person was a suspect, you could go to court to get an order, so
you still had recourse under that legislation, which, for the past five years has not
been utilized.

Miss G. Lucky: Mr. Speaker, we are not always going to get the legislation
with the force that we need. It is the same point with respect to any piece of
legislation before this House. The new philosophy of thinking is that if you cannot
get it 100 per cent right, do not pass it. At least pass it and let those who come
thereafter tweak it, fix and perfect it. At least get it done.

There is so much legislation not being proclaimed, yet they exist. This is
where | find there was hypocrisy with the equal opportunity legislation. One
government passed it and nothing was done about it. It became the subject of a
court matter. The court gave its ruling, in which it said there were flaws, and by
which we are bound. If the Government was really committed to passing that
legislation expeditiously, why was the decision of the honourable judge not given
to the legal drafters and the mandate given to fix the problems? It is only under
stress and duress that things seem to get done and in the interim people have
problems. [Interruption] People may get vex and “steups”, but it is the reality and
it is the truth.

That is my next point. People in this country do not like accepting truth. We
say we want the truth, but we really do not want it because we cannot face it. We
are not a people trained to handle truth. We are very much like the emperor and
the new clothes. I am not saying who the emperor in this Chamber is. | remember
as a child being read that story by my father and it bothered me. I am sure many
of us know it. The emperor wanted these new clothes. He was an arrogant man
and two little elves, who were not making any clothes at all, were constantly
telling him, every time they went for a fitting, that he was looking so good. They
told him that he looked brilliant no matter what anybody told him. The emperor
himself, looking into the mirror, found he was not seeing any clothes, but he was
so convinced that these little elves were telling him the truth—because that was
what he wanted to hear. He wanted to hear how great he looked. He did not want
anybody to tell him the truth: Listen, Mr. Emperor, you need to lose some weight.
You look very bad and the more clothes you wear the better for you. He did not
want to hear it.

We have many leaders in this country who are no better. They are like
emperors who just want minions telling them what they want to hear. They do not



91
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

want to hear the truth. | understand when the Member for Laventille East/Morvant
says that you cannot go into the details of the problems that we face with national
security. Nobody is asking for a blow-by-blow account as to what happened when
somebody was kidnapped and where you have reached in the investigation. You
just have no accountability and transparency and we are just happy as a nation to
move merrily along accepting this as our way of life. This has to stop.

The Government told the nation that if the legislation dealing with police
reform and all the bills were passed, we would see significant strides being made
in terms of the provision of national security. That legislation has been passed and
there are significant strides made. In fact, when it was passed, you would think
that everything would have been ready in terms of the machinery for its implementation,
but that is not the case. Therefore, this evening, | am making a suggestion because
I do not think that it is very prudent just to highlight the obvious to the
Government, but to ask them to take some of the points being made. They do not
necessarily come from me. Some of them come after interaction with people who
know more than me. One of the things | am asking that the Government give
consideration to is that in the Ministry of National Security we have more than
one permanent secretary.

Right now, unless I am misinformed, that Ministry has one permanent
secretary and if we have ministries such as finance and public administration with
more than one, the time has come in the Ministry of National Security for us to
have more than one permanent secretary. Instead of setting up all these groups,
have permanent secretaries coming within the ambit of national security is the
Fire Service Division, the Coast Guard, the Defence Force, the Trinidad and
Tobago Police Service and the Immigration Department. Put them into groups and
have more than one permanent secretary.

In the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, section 85,
provision is made. It says:

“(1) Where any Minister has been assigned responsibility for any
department of government, he shall exercise general direction and
control over that department; and, subject to such direction and
control, the department shall be under the supervision of a Permanent
Secretary whose office shall be a public office.

2 For the purposes of this section—

(a) two or more government departments may be placed under the
supervision of one Permanent Secretary; or



92

Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007
[MISS LUCKY]

(b) two or more Permanent Secretaries may supervise any department
of government assigned to a Minister.”

The time has come for the provision of more than one permanent secretary.
Clearly, by the admission of the Member for Laventille East/Morvant, the Minister
cannot manage alone. This poor man is giving his blood, sweat, tears and time
and he cannot get the job done, for whatever reason.

The other side may say: Why are you raising that point? It is not as bad as it
seems. Well, | took the opportunity to read a document, dated April 2006, that
was laid in this honourable House. It is a Report on the Operations of the Ministry
of National Security for the period 2000—2004. | had not read the document in
any great detail but, bearing in mind the fact that within recent times we have had
concerns raised by the Auditor General that their procedures and policies were not
being followed, | fished it out to see whether in some ministries things were going
according to what should be happening.

I must admit that, having gone through the document, the Auditor General is
recognizing—I know it may seem like some time ago—that the modus operandi
of the Government has not changed. The fact remains that contracts on many
critical issues were not available, were not produced and were not found. Basically the
excerpt says:

“2.103  On 2000 September 26, a contract was awarded by the Central
Tenders Board for the erection of a Stores and Administrative Building at the
Fire Service Headquarters at a cost of $1,953,333.65 VAT inclusive.”

I know that the PNM government was not in power on September 26, 2000, but it
is recorded here that on three occasions extensions had to be given. To me this is
critical.

#2.105 On 2003 April 25, the contractor was informed by the Central Tenders
Board that approval was given for an increase in the contract price by
$1,017,768.14 VAT inclusive, with a completion date of 2003 May 09.”

Mr. Speaker, this is frightening. A formal supplemental agreement was not
seen. It goes on to say that:

“...Chief Fire Officer, on several occasions, expressed his dissatisfaction with
the progress of construction.”



93
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

Even worse:

“It was noted that the Agreement signed between the Contractor and the
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of National Security has no provision for
penalties for non-compliance with any part of the contract.”

Mr. Speaker, imagine the State hiring persons to build something as important
as a stores and administration building and we have not even had a proper
representation with respect to providing for the State in case there was non-
compliance. What kind of excuse will we proffer for that? Why do we seem to
believe merrily that we can hire people without putting in any kind of provisions
to protect ourselves in the likelihood there is non-compliance? | make the point
again that the Ministry of National Security needs to have that level of legal
expertise within its ministry to ensure that we are properly protected.

Mr. Speaker, how many times are we going to make the point that we need to
have a drug court, a juvenile court and a firearms court. We have said it ad
nauseam and if only | were to raise my hands and ask: “What else do you want?”
there would be an immediate analogy made with somebody else who would allege
to have raised his hands and asked: “What more can | do?” | am taking a
different approach and my hands are not going to be raised in desperation, but
raised to say that more has to be done; that this Government must take the
responsibility and must make the provisions that we need for national security.

Look at all the police stations that have not been fixed! In this very Auditor
General’s report, it is embarrassing when you read about the assessments of some
of the police stations in this country. It is recognized that in some police stations
the buildings were in deplorable condition. Working conditions at several stations
were reported by officers to be deplorable. There was evidence of termite
infestation, leaking roofs, no property room, no facilities for female officers and
rotted floors. Four stations were in a state of disrepair.

This has been the case for years and this Government, in 2007, cannot tell us
that things are in a better state. Just last week police officers in the Guapo Police
Station had no choice but to leave because they said that they just could not
operate in the deplorable conditions. | do not understand, for the life of me, how
the Member for Laventille East/Morvant could be so proud of these strides. What
strides? If there are any strides, they would be backward steps. We are not where
we are supposed to be. The criminals are way ahead of us and victims are just
being frustrated; not just for the commission of serious crime.
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Mr. Speaker, |1 would like to put this on record because | would like someone
to give me an explanation for this form. | had an opportunity to visit a police
station in which a friend had been the subject of personal damage. My friend had
her car broken into. There was this form that she was made to fill out—I do not
know how many Members are aware of this form. We are talking about breaking
into someone’s vehicle. It is headed:

“TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO POLICE SERVICE
INCIDENT REPORT FORM

Individual/Institution/Involved”

This has to be completed based on information given to the officer. So you go to
make a report to the police station and amongst other things—I am not going to
read the whole thing—when you go as the victim of a crime either personally or
because your property has been affected, this is the information that you have to
give. There is a heading here:

“Built—small/short; slim/thin; medium; heavy; stocky/strong; athletic; obese/fat;
military”

Well | know where | will be—G for Gillian; obese/fat.

“Hair Style—close cut, short, long, afro, processed, unkempt, curly, wavy,
kinky, Straight (Jerry Curl), rasta, shaved, weave on, Natty/Picky, Braided,
Military cut, Natural straight, Bald (natural) Partly bald, Other”

Imagine you are the victim of a crime and you have to give this information, you
might end up with a complex when you leave. You might have to be like the
emperor looking in the mirror. It does not end there:

“Facial Hair—Cover entire face, Goatee, Long bushy, Greying, Female who
shaves, Clean shave, Short beard, Side burns, Mutton Chops, Moustache,
Other;

Hair Colour—Black, Brown, Grey, Greying, Blond, Dyed, Dark Brown, Sugar
Head, Other.

Face Shape—Round, Long, Oval, Square, Other/specify
Forehead—Receding, Round

Eyebrow—Bushy/Thick, Thin Plucked, Pencilled, Other
Mouth—Wide/Broad, Open, Small, Other
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Nose—Straight, Pug, Broad, Flat
Chin—~Pointed, Square, Round, Oval

Speech—Foreign, Regional/Local, Lisp, Stammer, Talk Fast, Tied Tongue,
Dumb”

A country can reach to this stage for data information when you have solved
significantly the crime problem, but when you go to report a crime, is this what
you want to be confronted with?

“Resident Status—Trinidadian, Tobagonian, Barbadian, Grenadian, Vincentian,
American, British, German Venezuelan, Guyanese, Unknown, Other”

I do not even know the difference between unknown and other. Clearly money is
being spent but we are not getting value for money. That is the problem with
fighting crime. So every year, when we come here to deal with the variation of
appropriation or the budget—I agree with the Member for Caroni Central—we
are asking the pertinent questions, but we are not getting the relevant answers.

I am sure there are many Members who will ask me for copies of this form
because they would want to make sure that they would be able to assess what they
look like or how people see them. | see special interest being given by the
Member for San Fernando West.

I am not going to take much longer because | do not believe in the concept of
speaking for the 75 minutes. Do you want me to give way?

Dr. Nanan: | thank the hon. Member for Pointe-a-Pierre for giving way. |
also want to relate an incident that needs to be addressed in the House. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: You can intervene, but not to relate an incident. You had your
75 minutes.

Miss G. Lucky: | am sorry, Member for Tabaquite. If later you are able to
recount it to make a point, |1 would be prepared to give way again. Just see if you
can put it in synopsis.

Mr. Speaker, I am concluding. | know that the Back Bench always shows a
level of interest. On the last occasion, | had challenged the House to consider
whether one delegates responsibility or control. | am happy that the Member for
Laventille East/Morvant made it clear today that you delegate control because
there is an ultimate responsibility kept. However, in terms of time management,
clearly we are hearing Members on the other side defending their ministerial
colleagues saying that a lot of time and effort is being spent. If we are given 100
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per cent time and we are asked to divide our time in terms of the following
categories: gathering information, analyzing and strategizing the information gathered,
and implementation of the policy that you would want to have as part of whatever
the project is or programme, how would you divide the time? More often than
not—and | am not asking everyone to give their answer—ijust think how you
would have divided your time.

Mr. Speaker, persons tend to put a lot of emphasis on the gathering of the
information and they give that the greatest percentage. | remember when | was
subjected to this training; | was a member of a department and we all thought we
had gotten it right because we had placed most of our time into gathering information.
We gave 60 percent to gathering information and then divided the remaining 40
per cent equally 20/20. The correct thing is gathering information should not be
taking most of the time. It is analyzing and strategizing that is supposed to take
the greatest amount of time. Perhaps it should be 20 per cent gathering information, 60
per cent analyzing and strategizing when you get it right, then 20 per cent in
implementation.

A medical doctor, after |1 had a very tiring session lecturing, challenged me
and said that it could never be right because from the point of view of a medical
practitioner, he was of the view that he had to spend most of his time gathering
information. As | explained to him, as a medical practitioner, his main job—
having gotten the information, in this case the blood works, the reports from the
other persons who would have done the various tests—was to make a diagnosis or
prognosis. That is where most of his time ought to be spent.

It was after much debate—I do not think that medical doctors like to give in to
lawyers too easily—that the doctor agreed with the fact that it is analyzing and
strategizing. |1 am therefore suggesting, Mr. Speaker, as | conclude, that the Ministers
spend less time gathering the information. They must still gather it, but not they
themselves. There are people in the ministries who have that job. Get the data and
spend most of your time analyzing and strategizing, then you can really implement
policy that will be in the national interest. Do not just spend time on PR campaigns.

We have a major crisis on our hands in national security and, depending on
the results of pending investigations, answers to which we do not know as yet, the
country will be traumatized. The best way to deal with the trauma the nation faces
with respect to crime is to show by statistics, by an increase in detection rates and
by implementing policies that will work and even though we have lost people in
the past, at least we will be making proper provision for the present generation
and generations to come.
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I thank you.

The Minister of Public Utilities and the Environment (Hon. Pennelope
Beckles): Mr. Speaker, | would first of all like to provide some information in
relation to the recent power outages, a matter raised by the Member for Caroni
East.

Last Monday and Tuesday, PowerGen experienced some technical problems
resulting in widespread load-shedding in the city and surrounding areas. The
following should be noted:

Port of Spain station comprises six general units with a total install capacity of
308 megawatts.

I know the hon. Member for Caroni East knows most of this, but I am still giving
some information to the public.

7.30 p.m.

On Monday 15, the available capacity at the Port of Spain station reached a
low of 15 megawatts with only two units being available. On Tuesday 16, at one
point in time, all six units were unavailable and this situation had not occurred in
the last ten years. PowerGen has assured us that this situation is unlikely to recur.
Contractually, PowerGen must have as minimum at its Port of Spain plant 80
megawatts available at all times to prevent power outages in the city and northern
parts of the island. The available capacity today is 165 megawatts. With the very
low availability of power at Port of Spain, T&TEC had no choice on those days |
referred to but to load shed in the city and environs.

Further, at the same time, due to the unavailability of three critical units at the
Point Lisas Power Station, PowerGen was unable to meet its total contracted
capacity, thus forcing T&TEC to restrict the load of some of its larger industrial
customers. Since then two of those units have been restored to service.

At present the national peak load is approximately 1,070 megawatts and the
installed capacity in the country is 1,400 megawatts. An additional 208 megawatts
are expected by March 04, 2007. T&TEC will be inviting tenders soon for a further
60 megawatts of new generating plant to be installed in Tobago and this plant will
be commissioned in 2008. T&TEC has also started preliminary discussions with a
new provider for even more capacity and for information a number of contracts
are being awarded for a number of large transmission lines and substations to
ensure that the transmission capacity in the country is adequate to satisfy the low
demand in the future.
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The Member for Caroni East referred to the fact that there is a plan that
Cabinet has agreed to for the period 2006 to 2010 and the cost of that total
installation of generating capacity is in the sum of approximately $1.2 billion.

Having said that, | would like to specifically deal with some other issues
raised during the debate and unfortunately the Member of Parliament for Siparia
is not here. | hope that some time during my contribution the hon. Member of the
Opposition would attend the sitting.

I would like to indicate at the outset my total disappointment and disgust at
the reckless statements made by the Member of Parliament for Siparia, and | am
wondering if her absence is related to the fact that she is going to be aware that |
am going to expose the fact that a lot of the statements that the hon. Member
made, that she knew very well that they were false. You see | would go so far as
to say that, and | would establish why it is | am satisfied that the hon. Member for
Siparia knew very well that she was misleading this House by the information she
gave. As | said the statements were irresponsible and what the hon. Member
sought to do was to use the cloak of parliamentary privilege to totally disseminate
misinformation and to try to sully the names of upright citizens and innocent
persons who cannot come and defend themselves in this Parliament. Unfortunately, or
fortunately, I will say | have to defend those persons. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Hinds: We will defend them.

Hon. P. Beckles: As | said before, when someone brings your family into the
Parliament and tries to discredit your family, it is one thing if somebody stands up
in this House and speaks the truth; it is another matter if someone feels that for
their own cheap political gains, and bearing in mind they may be going through
their own difficulties within their own party and so, that they would want to use
this opportunity so that every newspaper on Saturday could say that the Minister's
father is getting $4 million, $2 million, knowing full well that is totally and
absolutely false. [Desk thumping] It is so unfortunate that the Minister is not here
to hear what | have to say.

Hon. Members: The Minister? The Member. The Minister of lies.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Hon. P. Beckles: The Member of Parliament. You know what is unfortunate
is that the hon. Member for Siparia taught me at university.

Hon. Members: What! "Doh say dat. "take dat off de record.”
Hon. P. Beckles: Use of English to be exact.
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Hon. Members: "Oh good." Expunge that. Take that from the record.

Hon. P. Beckles: For whatever is said when somebody teaches you have a
certain respect for that individual and sometimes you get to the stage where you
can lose that respect.

Dr. Rowley: And you have lost it.
Hon. P. Beckles: And | have lost it. [Desk thumping]
Mr. Hinds: Welcome to the club.

Hon. P. Beckles: You see, because yes, one cannot assume that everybody
that carries the name Beckles is related to Minister Beckles. When you look at the
information that has been requested over the last five years as it relates to CEPEP,
every single thing has been in the public domain. In 2002, it is public knowledge,
Lionel Beckles, my father was awarded a contract; at that time | was the Minister
of Social Development. | left that Ministry, | went to the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and | am now the Minister of Public Utilities and the Environment, but
the Minister will have you believe—

Hon. Members: The Minister of lies!

Hon. P. Beckles: | keep calling her Minister. The Member of Parliament for
Siparia would have you believe

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, you cannot sit there and talk about the Minister
of lies—

Dr. Rowley: She is not here.
Mr. Speaker: It does not matter; you cannot do that. Please, continue.

Hon. P. Beckles: The hon. Member for Siparia was at pains to convey to the
public that my father, Lionel Beckles was awarded that contract whilst | was the
Minister of Public Utilities and the Environment, which is totally false. My father,
as a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago has a right like any other individual [Desk
thumping] to apply for a contract. What is unfortunate is that some of us, when we
get into office and when we are Members of Parliament, have short memories.
Many persons sitting on that side, you were in government and your families
worked in institutions, whether it be your ministries; whether it be agencies and
you know people did not go to this extent to lambaste and discredit people.

Further to that, 1 know for a fact, that the hon. Member for Siparia knew very
well that Brian Beckles is no relation to me; she knew that and therefore when |
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stood up she immediately said | am glad that the Member cleared the air. That
was not the first time; it was on the front page of the Guardian. There have been
at least 15 questions asked in this Parliament on CEPEP and on several occasions
they have asked to list the name of the contractors; list what moneys they are
earning and therefore when people seek to do what the hon. Member did, it is past
recklessness and it is unfortunate that people use parliamentary privilege to try to
discredit people’s integrity. That is what they try to do

It is like the Member for Tabaquite, he was passionate about education and
passionate about my family. [Desk thumping] | am passionate about it.

Mr. Speaker, | want to just take a little time, because | got the impression that
this debate was really about CEPEP at one point in time. Let me just take a little
while to go through the list of questions that have been filed and answered—filed
and answered—about CEPEP.

I would probably start with the first one, because this is the most important
one. This is question 49, House of Representatives, 2004:

“(@  Would the Minister of Public Utilities and the Environment:

(i) list the names of the contractors by both Company names and
Directors’ names who have been involved in the CEPEP programme
since its inception to the present?

(ii) state the net monthly payment of salaries to each contractor excluding
all payments to worker's salary, uniforms and working instruments?

(iii) indicate the method used to choose these CEPEP contractors?"

Mr. Speaker, every single contractor is listed here, but since my father has
been the subject, | will read the particulars which were in the public domain and
are listed here in this Parliament. In most instances, the contractors’ average
monthly payments would either be $51,933.84 or $37,350.68, depending on
whether it is 40 or 60 persons working. The average monthly VAT—and | would
read as it relates to Lionel Beckles about the “millions” he has received. So,
$51,933.84, that is monthly.

Dr. Rowley: How many workers?

Hon. P. Beckles: Sixty workers. Monthly average VAT payment, $21,867.28;
average monthly payment to manage operations, $30,066.56; estimated total
operational expenses, including office salaries, $16,545; balance available to meet
salaries and overhead, $13,521.56. That is the foolishness and that is what |
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cannot understand. They would come here and give the impression that my father
has been making millions of dollars. It is no secret how the programme works.
That the entire amount of money for the employers goes into the salary of the
contractors. | mean it is here; every single person; everything is here in 2004. That
is not all.

Question 11:

"Could the Minister provide this House with the total amount of funds expended
on CEPEP on a monthly basis from its inception?”
Answered.

Question 124:

"A. Could the Minister inform this Senate of the exact location, address, light
pole number and/or directions to sites (location) of all compost sites
established under the CEPEP programme to date?

B. Could the Minister also provide the names and addresses of the CEPEP
contractors responsible for the various sites?

C. Could the Minister inform this Senate of the amount paid to the contractors
for the establishment and upkeep of these sites?"
Answered.
Question 28:
"A. Could the Minister inform the Senate from which Ministry VVote/Head is
the CEPEP programme funded?

B. Could the Minister provide the Senate with details of the allocation of
expenditure made to the CEPEP programme on a yearly basis from its
inception to May 31, 2004?

C. Could the Minister indicate what plans, if any, have been put in place to
conduct an efficiency and forensic audit of the CEPEP programme from
its inception to May 31, 2004?

D. Could the Minister inform this House whether the Auditor General's
Department is responsible for the audit of financial accounts of the CEPEP
programme? And, if not, why not?"

Answered.

That is not all; there are several questions. This question about the names, the
directors, and the amount of moneys has been asked over and over and it has been
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published in the newspapers over and over and | am due to answer another
question again. But you know it is fashionable. We must ask ourselves—recently
the MORI poll asked about professions throughout Trinidad and Tobago. “Which
are the people that you trust the least?” Who is last on the list? The politicians. The
politicians are last on the list because even as politicians, some of us do not care about
being last on the list, and the Member for Siparia does not care about the fact that
politicians are last on the list and that the population does not trust us.

I am on record since | assume responsibility as the Minister of Public Utilities
and the Environment, that there are areas of the programme with which | am not
satisfied. | have said it in my budget contribution in 2006, 2005 and 2004. It is no
secret that a lot of times you start programmes, you make mistakes and a lot of
things are not done, it is not perfect and you have the responsibility to improve the
programme.

Last year there was an allocation in the budget to expand the programme and |
felt that the programme should not be expanded. | made the comment that the
programme will be expanded nationally, but | have also said that I would not
expand the programme until there are certain things that are put in place. CEPEP
has been in the public domain; there have been a lot of criticisms; some of them
justifiable, some of them not justifiable. The request for the special audit was
done by the Government and that is because of the concerns that have been raised
in the public domain. Yes, at the end of the day | expected that the comments
made by the Auditor General would have been made public.

I am not fearful of those comments; at all; absolutely not fearful. My duty as
the Minister is that even though the Auditor General did not necessarily have to
draw some of comments to my attention, my duty as the Minister is to fix CEPEP;
that is my duty. There are a number of things that we have been doing and | am
going to list them. But you know, at the end of the day, it is very important for us
to acknowledge that CEPEP has done a lot of good work. [Desk thumping] | am
not saying that because | am the Minister.

I found it amazing that in 2005 there were 26 days of rain on the North Coast.
Who did the residents ask for? CEPEP. | have seen Port of Spain flooded, mud and
there are a lot of agencies—not CEPEP—who have the responsibility to clean the
city of Port of Spain. You thought it was clean? Whom did they ask to clean the
city of Port of Spain? CEPEP. San Fernando City Corporation; they have to been to
Debe; they have been to Penal; they have been to many parts of Trinidad and Tobago
cleaning; sometimes not being paid, because there are Saturdays and Sundays outside
of their statutory period for which they have gone voluntarily and worked.
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Ivan in 2004, CEPEP went to Grenada. [Desk thumping] | had the honour myself of
going to Grenada and the reason | went is because the Ministry of Public Utilities and
the Environment assisted Grenada in restoration of electricity, water—

PROCEDURAL MOTION

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of Finance
(Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that this House continue to
sit until the completion of the debate on the Report from Finance Committee and
the accompanying Bill.

Question put and agreed to.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Hon. P. Beckles: Thank you very much. Mr. Speaker, | was talking about
Grenada and | was saying that the Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment
went to Grenada and assisted in restoration work following Ivan. CEPEP remained
in Grenada for a little while and the Prime Minister of Grenada was so pleased
with CEPEP’s performance and their commitment, because whether we face it or
not, following Ivan, Grenada was devastated. The hon. Prime Minister of Trinidad
and Tobago visited the following day and CEPEP did tremendous work in the
restoration of Grenada. And on any day, or time you visit Grenada, the Grenadians
would tell you that they are eternally grateful to those men and women of
Trinidad and Tobago who assisted them in their hour of need.

Mr. Speaker, not only that, there is the view that the hon. Member sought to
compare the airport scandal with CEPEP. As | said before, if you look at the
figures that are allocated you are talking about anything between 75 to 80 per cent
of the moneys that are going to the contractors for wages. You cannot compare
that airport scandal with CEPEP, because you are talking about almost 6,000
people being employed impacting on probably 30,000, 40,000 people in Trinidad
and Tobago, and there is absolutely no comparison.

Further to that, if we want to do proper investigations, there are a number of
CEPEP contractors even with the limited resources who have been assisting the
community, giving scholarships; who have been training—computers. There are
many of the workers who have moved on; they have gone to university. Some
people who may have started off in CEPEP initially, it was not because they
wanted to, some of them used it as an opportunity to move forward and a lot of
them have improved their lives, and you have seen a transformation of a lot of
communities. [Desk thumping] You pass on the Beetham, after years of—
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Mrs. Job-Davis: Oppression.

Hon. P. Beckles: —the people themselves in Trinidad and Tobago contributing to
destroying the environment and what is their view? The Government must clean
it up. The corporation must clean it up. Where the councillor; where the Member
of Parliament? A lot of persons sitting on the Opposition Benches know very
well what | am speaking about because people call you individually, after they
themselves have thrown bottles in the drain; thrown fridges in the river; stoves in
the river; beds in the river, and then they call the MP to say the drain clog up.
When you look very often at who is cleaning those drains, a lot of time it is CEPEP
workers.

When we talk about not valuing what people do, a clean environment has
always been what this programme is all about. | just want to refer to the Manifesto
of the People’s National Movement, at page 21 and it states:

"The PNM recognizes the immense value of our natural environment. To this
end, as we pursue all aspects of national development, every effort will be
made to protect and preserve our natural heritage. The PNM commits to the
urgent establishment of an independent commission with the authority and
resources to monitor and ensure enforcement of environmental standards and
laws. Professionals who will work in tandem with other state planning and
development agencies as well as the private sector will staff this agency."

That is also our 2002 Manifesto; our 1991 Manifesto and we have been very
consistent in our commitment to the environment. What surprised me is the
Member of Parliament for Siparia who wants to go to court for an injunction to
stop this programme; to close down the programme. You know when you the
Member thought about what she really said, then the Member at the end said, well
you know, it is not the programme but we want to make sure that we look after
the workers. What hypocrisy! Absolute hypocrisy! Today there are many CEPEP
workers who are panicking and afraid—

Hon. Member: Scared stiff.

Hon. P. Beckles: —and scared stiff, because a lot of them feel that after the
Member of Parliament for Siparia had spoken that they have been part of a
dishonest and corrupt programme. If you read the Auditor General's Report,
nowhere does the Auditor General say the programme is corrupt. The Auditor
General speaks to the process, objection to the process, objection to not having
systems in place and there is nothing here in this recommendation that I cannot fix
and that the Government cannot fix. [Desk thumping]
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What are the objectives of the programme? To empower communities to
improve the condition of local environment; to expand employment opportunities
for the benefit of unskilled and semi-skilled persons within their communities; to
create opportunities for the development of small business.

What are the activities? Cutting, cleaning, clearing grass, removing waste and
debris from verges and shoulders of the public thoroughfares, beautifying areas in
and around local agricultural and main roads; restoring and maintaining open
spaces; cleaning and maintaining costal areas; removing garbage and debris from
watercourses; doing remedial and restorative work in the environment following
natural disasters; removing animal carcasses from public areas and roadways.

You know, Mr. Speaker, a question was even filed about how many carcasses
were removed. It is not just in Grenada but the Members of Parliament for
Tobago East and Tobago West also know that while Trinidad substantively was
not touched by Ivan, there was one person who died and that Tobago was
subjected to a lot of landslides. For those who may not have visited Pigeon Point
recently, hundreds of CEPEP workers, both from Trinidad and from Tobago went
and cleaned up that area. It has always been a pride of Tobago, but one of the
things we did was to have CEPEP go and contribute to ensure that Pigeon Point
remains one of the areas in Tobago of which they can be proud. [Desk thumping]

8.00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, when | sat here and listened to the Member of Parliament for
Siparia, you know what came to mind is, why are we not able to attract a lot of
young people into politics? Why are they not interested? People talk about women
not wanting to come into politics. When 1 listened to the Member of Parliament
for Siparia | was almost tempted to say that—

Dr. Rowley: She is the reason. [Laughter]

Hon. P. Beckles: 1 am not going to say what | thought.
Mrs. Job-Davis: “Doh say it.”

Mr. Hinds: She is the sole reason.

Dr. Rowley: Do not sully your tongue.

Hon. P. Beckles: When you sit here at times, if you are not careful you allow
persons like the Member of Parliament for Siparia to have you think twice about
getting involved in politics.

Mrs. Job-Davis: But she would not!
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Hon. P. Beckles: But do you know what? If the Member of Parliament for
Siparia thought that she has distracted me in any way, | want to tell her that she
has energized me. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Hinds: Yes, yes! [Desk thumping]

Hon. P. Beckles: I am very clear in my mind why | entered politics; | am very
clear in my mind why | am serving Trinidad and Tobago and | am very clear in
my mind why | am representing the constituency of Arima.

Mrs. Job-Davis: Yes.

Hon. P. Beckles: And one thing | am very clear in my mind about, | grew up
in a village without lights and water, without telephones and | understand what it
is when you offer to serve, to try and represent every single citizen of this
country. [Interruption] I understand that. And one of the things that | am very
clear about is that | was brought up by a father who knows about integrity.
[Interruption] [Desk thumping] And you see the Bible says: “Honour thy father
and thy mother that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.”

Mr. Hinds: Scripture there!
Hon. Member: Yes.

Hon. P. Beckles: And | know about honouring my father [Interruption]
because what | am today it is because of what he did—my parents. [Desk
thumping] [Interruption] And | take strong objection—

Dr. Rowley: We all do!

Hon. P. Beckles:—absolutely strong objection [Interruption] and every single
person, including the Member of Parliament for Siparia—because | would imagine
that she would not have liked to sit in this Parliament and listen to somebody talk
lies and innuendoes and mislead the Parliament about her parents. [Desk thumping]

Mrs. Job-Davis: She must face the committee!

Hon. P. Beckles: This has not been an easy weekend for me, but | stand very
proud here today, because any inkling that she wants to give the impression—
because do you know where she is really trying to head? She is really trying to
head that all the millions of dollars that my father allegedly obtained is because of
me and it is probably coming into my coffers. But there is no difficulty to check.
[Interruption] There is no difficulty to check anything. | lead a very humble and
modest life.
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Hon. Member: Yes.
Hon. P. Beckles: Right! And so too does my father.
Mr. Hinds: And respected! [Desk thumping]

Hon. P. Beckles: And there is not anything that she cannot go and check.
Absolutely nothing! [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Hinds!
Mr. Hinds: Yes, vicious!

Hon. P. Beckles: Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day let us understand, as
somebody serving as a Minister now for the last six years, there are a number of
people in this country who want to serve; who are honest, who have integrity and
who want to serve this country, but do you know what? They would not offer to
serve. When they listen to some of the things we say about honest people, when
they see the extent to which people will go to denigrate and destroy people, you
ask them and they say—

Mrs. Job-Davis: “Not me.”
Hon. P. Beckles: “Not me.” Over the weekend after this set of lies came out—
Mr. Hinds: Untruths.

Hon. P. Beckles:—and | met people in the market and all over, they said to
me—because people do not always call you Minister—they said: “Penny, what
are you really doing in that politics? What are you really doing in the politics?
Why are you allowing yourself to be subjected to that?”

Mrs. Job-Davis: You have to stay.

Hon. P. Beckles: And others say to me: “Do you know what? You understand
now why | am not interested in serving as a politician; you understand now why |
am not interested in sitting on any board to be subjected, where I cannot defend
myself?” [Interruption] That is where we are heading in Trinidad and Tobago
where soon we will get nobody to serve on any board; we will get nobody who is
interested in doing anything, even for free, because even when you do it for free
they still want to discredit you.

Mrs. Job-Davis: But she cannot discredit you. You do not understand that?
Mr. Hinds: No.
Hon. P. Beckles: But it will take millions more—
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Mrs. Job-Davis: Thank you very much.

Hon. P. Beckles:—than the Member of Parliament for Siparia to discredit me.
[Desk thumping]

Mr. Hinds: She is a disgrace! [Crosstalk]

Hon. P. Beckles: Mr. Speaker, as | close—[Crosstalk] Trinidad is a very
interesting society because | have received via emails, phone calls and all sorts of
suggestions and advice, giving all types of uncomplimentary statements which
may very well be true about the Member of Parliament for Siparia. But do you
know what? | will never go down that road.

Mr. Narine: That is right! [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Diego Martin West and the Member for Nariva,
the Member is making a very touching contribution; let us hear.

Hon. P. Beckles: Mr. Speaker, | was saying that some of my constituents and
others were so disgusted by what was said by the Member of Parliament for
Siparia that | have received a plethora of documents, emails and phone calls, with
people tempting me to say uncomplimentary things. I am not going to go there.

Mrs. Job-Davis: Do not sink to that level.

Hon. P. Beckles: I will never go to that level, save and except to say that | do
not appreciate people using parliamentary privilege to try to discredit people,
unjustifiably. That is all I have to say and | hope it would be the last time. | am
not saying that—we have the cut and thrust of politics here, and there are some of
us who enter politics with the hope that you will make a difference and | have
entered with the hope that I will make a difference.

Mrs. Job-Davis: And you will.

Hon. P. Beckles: And there are many of us on both sides of this Parliament,
both Opposition and Government, who are making a difference and let us, at
times, try our best not to use parliamentary privilege to discredit and destroy
people.

Mr. Speaker, | want to say to the CEPEP workers that you have been doing a
very good job. [Desk thumping] | want to say that the Government is committed
to reviewing the programme. We have listened to all sides. The Opposition has
given some very good suggestions, some of them have not just gotten up and
criticized, they have made recommendations for good consideration.
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Mr. Hinds: Some want CEPEP in their area.

Hon. P. Beckles: And some of them, justifiably, have criticized the fact that
there is no CEPEP in their area and, as | said, that will be fixed [Interruption] and I
made that commitment.

Mr. Imbert: We do not have enough money.

Hon. P. Beckles: Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General, in looking at what the
ministry recommended in terms of improvements, has cautioned us and indicated
what are some of the things that the Auditor General would like to see and in
essence—this report is dated 2006; it was laid in 2007—there are some things that
we have started to do. One is to set up a unit—the Auditor General commented on
the lack of resources in the ministry to properly manage, monitor and evaluate the
programme. | took to Cabinet in August a note to set up a unit specifically for the
purposes of monitoring and evaluating CEPEP and to be staffed with the kind of
resources and the kind of personnel to be able to deal with that.

A note was also taken in September to separate CEPEP from SWMCOL and the
Auditor General commented on that and | can read her comments:

“This governing structure should address the following components of good
governance:

- agoverning body which supervises and evaluates the chief executive and
overseers programme and budgetary matters;

- an organizational structure and written procedures governing responsibilities
and terms of the governing body;

- internal financial control procedures which ensure that all funds are
effectively used and minimize the risk of funds being misused,;

- defined evaluation procedures for the board, staff, programmes and
projects on the basis of accountability;

- presentation of annual audited financial reports that conform to relevant
laws and practices;

- annual reports audited by a qualified independent auditor whose opinion
will accompany the report;

- ensuring that programmes achieve outcomes that are consistent with the
stated mission and objectives, and

- reporting on these outcomes in an open and accurate manner.”
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So therefore | say, Mr. Speaker, that those recommendations will be given the
consideration that is due and we certainly would be very mindful and ensure that
in the setting up of the company that we take into consideration the advice of the
Auditor General.

One of the most positive things for me, Mr. Speaker, is that—and this is not
for every single CEPEP worker—we have seen a different work ethic and we have
seen a different attitude to work from a lot of the CEPEP employees. Very often,
depending, of course, on the hour that one goes to work, you would see them out
as early as 5 o’clock, half past five, 6 o’clock and really working honestly for a
day’s work [Interruption] and there is a pride you see in the CEPEP workers. |
have said it is not a perfect programme but | am of the view that when the Prime
Minister conceived this programme in 2002 that his objectives and ideas were
laudable.

Mr. Hinds: And they are being met.

Hon. P. Beckles: And that they are being met. Somewhere along the line
things have not gone exactly as we want it to and we are putting things in place to
ensure that those things are sorted out.

So, Mr. Speaker, | just want to thank my colleagues for the opportunity, but I
must say that at the end of the day, as | end my contribution, |1 would certainly
want to, having regard to the statements that have been made by the hon. Member
for Siparia and the allegations, that consideration should be given for the Member
for Siparia to go before the Privileges Committee.

Hon. Members: Yes! [Desk thumping]

Mr. Manohar Ramsaran (Chaguanas): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Before | go into the body of my debate | would like to congratulate young Adrian
Bharat who at 16 years old—and | want to dwell on a little positive note this
evening—nhas scored his maiden 100 for Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]
He scored 133 runs, and this is his third innings for the country and he has so far
almost scored 250 runs.

Mr. Hinds: And indeed very, very nice.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | think that is something we must look at as a positive
development. Having said that, I must not forget young Pollard for also lighting
up Trinidad and Tobago’s cricket scene, so to speak, a young person of 19 years
who has also done quite well.

Mr. Bereaux: Why you do not tell us how many runs he scored?
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Mr. M. Ramsaran: | am talking about a 16-year-old from my constituency
who plays for the cricket club [Interruption] that I had the opportunity to be
chairman of, Mr. Speaker.

Mrs. Job-Davis: What!

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | introduced him to national league cricket at the age of
13 and today | feel very exonerated that he has done quite well.

Mr. Speaker, the other area | want to touch on is this statement about Faith
Williams. | want to put it on the record that it was not my intention to persecute or
prosecute anybody. When | received that report, | studied it and I really thought:
Should I talk about it or should I not? And one of the reasons that compelled me
to lay this report was that when I look back at people who survived operations by
mere luck, maybe, | thought this was a frightening scenario. | laid that report
hoping that the Government of the day and the Ministry of Health would correct
these procedural matters to ensure that machines are working properly, so as to
save people’s lives in the future.

I have spoken to people since then, Mr. Speaker, and people who underwent
operations said: “Oh God, thank God | came out alive.” And for people who
might fall sick, they are wondering if these errors would be corrected, so to speak,
in the future. So this is the reason | laid that report and | want to say that I, as a
responsible Member of Parliament, would hope that the ministry would not play
politics with it and blame each other or do certain things to try to defend themselves or
to try to attack other people; who did it first and who did not do it and all of that.

Mr. Speaker, if we cannot correct these errors in the hospitals of the country,
we are in trouble. People have met me and said: “Suppose | get sick and have to
go under operation, will 1 survive?” These are some of questions that have arisen
and | want to just clear the air that this Faith Williams thing should not be taken
lightly, but all efforts should be made by the ministry and the Minister to ensure—and
maybe within the next couple of weeks come to this Parliament and make a
statement that, “having studied what was said and what was done and so on, we
have taken the following corrective measures so that the security and safety of the
people”—I do not want you to get up prematurely. I will give you a couple weeks
to come to this Parliament and make a statement—

Mr. Rahael: We already did it “boy”.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Do not say you all did it and if somebody dies tomorrow
you will feel guilty for that. I want to ask you to do that, Mr. Speaker, as we go
on.
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When 1 listened to the hon. Member for Arima—and let me quickly say that |
have no problem with CEPEP workers. As a matter of fact, | came to this
Parliament long before the Minister was responsible and | said—and this is what
we are doing today; we are debating the Finance (Variation of the Appropriation)
(2006) Bill, and when we came back into this Parliament in 2002, when
Parliament resumed, | remember in that first budget debate asking the
Government of the day to come clean with what happened during the period that
there was no Parliament. | remember saying that because CEPEP had reared its
head and there were a lot of things being said about CEPEP. | remember more than
once raising that question that, as we are doing today, to come and debate the
variation of appropriation of that particular year, 2001. But nothing happened.
And now today that this has come out, are you surprised that the country has
accepted that something went wrong? Because | am still saying what happened
during that period should still be debated. What has happened to that budget for
those months that we had no Parliament, when no Member of Parliament could
stand and make a contribution as to what was happening? And CEPEP was one of
the creatures of that time.

So | want to say and to put on record once more—and as the hon. Minister
mentioned that she is going to listen to what has been recommended in the
Auditor General’s report, and we have now:

“In 2002 May, Cabinet agreed, inter alia:

(@) to the establishment of a Community-based Protection and Enhancement
Programme in all communities throughout Trinidad and Tobago for a
period of one (1) year in the first instance;”

Of course the note went on to talk about in all the communities in Trinidad and
Tobago and we know for a fact that this has not yet happened.

Just to talk about some of the responsibilities that Cabinet considered for
CEPEP were:

- “Collect, sort and remove garbage from public roadways which are inaccessible
to other waste-handling systems;”

And the Minister alluded to it, so it is part of the responsibility:

“Conduct ongoing clean-up of coastal areas by collecting, sorting and
removing shoreline garbage;

- Beautification of existing dump spots;
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- Develop a yard waste composting facility (the output of this facility can be
sold to farmers and home-owners for agricultural support usage);

- Develop recycling centers for the deposition of recyclable material,
- Restoration and maintenance of open spaces;

- Collect, sort and remove solid waste from water courses (including rivers,
ravines, drains and canals);

- Perform environmental action based on feedback and findings from the
Community Environment Improvement Officers.”

So, Mr. Speaker, just to remind the Minister, it is the responsibility of CEPEP
to do that. But | want to bring to the Table that workers of CEPEP are human
beings and despite that we pay glowing tribute to them, which I, too, could add
my voice—and from time to time | had cause to call the Minister when the
corporation where | live, they do not really support what | want to do, | want to
say that the Minister would always respond by sending CEPEP workers to assist
me and | am grateful for that. But | still want to put on the Table that workers
should be given the rights as other workers in this country. The whole question of
salary, when you look at the salary that these people get—and they are told to
work from six to 12; six hours per day, which is not a full day so they do not get a
full day’s pay—they receive pay for six hours and it amounts to about $75 a day
in Trinidad and Tobago at this time. | will like to see that whole question of salary
be looked at again [Desk thumping] because nobody in this country could survive
on $75 per day, Mr. Speaker. If you do your mathematics, with that salary they
will really live below the poverty line.

So I want to make it clear that that salary should be looked at, and even URP—
as | make the point—should be looked at in terms of what they earn, because if
we continue to pay these people these wages they will want to do something else
with their time after 12 o’clock and so on. So | believe that they should be paid a
better salary, now that the Minister is looking at reorganizing CEPEP. Let me
pause here to make the point: I am not for disbanding CEPEP; | feel the
management structure should be changed. [Desk thumping] The whole question of
this report should be taken seriously, because | do not want to see 5,112 people
out of a job tomorrow morning. | cannot create a job, so | do not want people’s
job destroyed, but at the same time, let us look at the emolument package for
these CEPEP workers.
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I propose to the hon. Minister to look at a realistic salary so that people could
live a happier life. | want to see them pay national insurance, Mr. Speaker, with
the contractors paying their part of the national insurance.

Mr. Valley: They pay that.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | am not aware. The last time | spoke to people that was
not being done, so if it is being done, | want to thank you for that. [Interruption] |
also want to ensure that these CEPEP workers mostly work in the public out in the
rains—people said it—from six to 12 and early hours; they have no place to go
when they want to use the urinal or toilet, or what have you. Some sort of
arrangement should be made; not that they should have portable toilets, but some
time-off should also be given.

Sick leave, Mr. Speaker, is another area. When these people fall sick for any
reason—and | interact with them, | know; they are human beings; | talk with them
and when they fall sick, there is no salary; no payment. Again, | ask that sick
leave be part of their package, so if somebody falls sick on the job they could at
least get something. Even those people the Minister talked about who would leave
the job after three or four years, | believe there should be some package of a
separation allowance. So then you could talk about treating people with dignity. I
want to bring these recommendations forward.

We should also look at the question of the PR in the CEPEP. You would find
CEPEP workers mostly on the highways and the major roads and so on, and when
you go into the communities, with the exception of a few, they are basically found
doing the PR, doing things over and over. And in our communities which have
been neglected over time—and | would also like to touch on the reality of the Bill
before us, about local government, that is where the money came from. I will
touch on that in a little while, because local government under this administration
has fallen by the wayside.

Moneys that could have been allocated to them have not been allocated. The
regional corporations are starved of funding and when they have two or three
gangs to deal with in an electoral district that is almost impossible. So now that
CEPEP has the funding which is way above what the local government has, should
be found in communities assisting in cleaning up and so on. These are some areas
I want to ask and to recommend to the hon. Minister as we look at CEPEP; we look
at people’s lives.

Whether we like it or not; whether we come here and deny the truth out there,
I want to bring up again the whole question of the URP, which is state-funded. It is
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as if it is a political tool. When you look at gangs there; you look at the people
who work in URP and CEPEP, you get the distinct impression it is politically
prostituted with almost everybody there belonging to the ruling party, and this is
something that we have to look at to ensure that there is equity.

So when we come to this Parliament and | stand here this evening and
disagreed with a Member of the Opposition in that it should not be disbanded and
people could deal with you politically, the fact is that when we come to
Parliament we want the truth; we want people to stand up and say: “Yes, the URP
is not being used as a political football”, and | will accept that. But when you go
to the reality out there: you write notes; you call the URP; you say: “Look, there
are people who are poor and they would like to get a 10-days”, there is no
response. It is as if Members of Parliament in Opposition do not exist; we have no
voice; we cannot even recommend that people be given a job. This is not at all
fair to us, as elected Members of Parliament, to come to this House and vote on an
Appropriation Bill and when we have moneys voted for certain projects and
programmes, it is as if the moneys belong to the ruling People’s National Movement.

I would like to see an end to this. We know you might say that: “When you
had your turn you did this and you did that”, but if we have to move forward—
some of us have to move backwards first before we move forward. [Interruption]
But the fact is that you want to keep a country clear from crime, you have got to
set an example of fairness and equality.

Mr. Bereaux: Hon. Member, | agree with you. What | would like you to do,
please, for the benefit of my constituents who suffered from the six years under
which [Interruption] you were in Government, | would like to see that whoever
comes in Government should not do it again. [Crosstalk]

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Well, | agree with you now. Let us end that today.
[Interruption] Let us end it today!

Mr. Bereaux: That is what | told you.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Speaker, when you look at the Bill itself, or the
Finance Committee Report—apparently people forgot that this was the Bill we
were debating. But if you look at it you will see—first, | want to put on record
that we, from this bench, decided not to ask questions of the Minister of Finance
during the committee stage because we believe that these questions were never
answered, never addressed and rather than ask questions again, we thought I will
raise some of these during the debate so the Minister could answer me. | know he
wants to leave quickly and he said he wants to say it in four words, but | want him
to spend a few minutes on this.



116

Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007
[MR. RAMSARAN]

Mr. Speaker, the question is that $32 million was moved to the Office of the
Prime Minister. Head 13 states:

“In June 2006, Cabinet noted the outstanding performance of the Trinidad and
Tobago National Senior Football Team against Sweden, England and Paraguay in
the first round World Cup matches in Germany. Also, noting the Team’s great
sense of determination and resoluteness...”

And so on; and they were given $32 million—24 players, coach, assistant coaches
and so on and 14 players who did not go to Germany. And $17 million was given
to NP to deal with some:

“*Advance System’” to be implemented in the Public Service, Cabinet in
February 2006 agreed, inter alia, that as an interim measure, an advance of
$17,561,508.12 be made from Treasury Deposits to clear all arrears due to
National Petroleum Marketing Company Limited as at September 30, 2005.”

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]

If I may pause here, this money was given to ministries that failed to pay for
services rendered to them. Again, it is bad administration. We have to come to
vary the Appropriation Bill to deal with these expenses. At least the football one
came maybe a bit late in the financial year, but I know that no provisions were
made at all for the football team so they had to come at a very late hour, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. Thank God you cannot take part in this debate now. [Laughter]
The sum of $21,886,434 was given to the Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs. So
we have two sets of money being given to the Ministry of Sport and Youth
Affairs to deal this time with the technical staff; $5 million and players another
$10 million:

“(ii) payment of salaries/stipends in the sum of $5,717...to the Technical
Staff of the National Team for the period January to June 2006; and

(iii) the Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs, in consultation with the
Ministry of Finance, identify funds to meet the expenditure referred to
above.”

Mr. Speaker, to make matters worse and much more curious is that:

“In May 2006, Cabinet agreed, inter alia, that a Trinidad and Tobago contingent of
129 persons, comprising of (6) six public officials, cultural practitioners and
technical support personnel, participate in cultural activities associated with
the 2006 World Cup held in Dortmund, Nuremburg and Kaiserlautern, Germany,
over the period June 7 to 22, 2006.”
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This was another $9 million. Mr. Speaker, do you know what the irony of this
is? This money came from the Ministry of Local Government, the worst run
ministry in Trinidad and Tobago, although none could be 50 per cent good except,
maybe, sometimes the Ministry of Works and Transport. But for a ministry that
does not perform is giving up $81 million. Every local government road is
pothole-riddled, and my friend from Tunapuna will tell you that. We share part of
the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation and the regional corporations have
done nothing to help you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Singh: Tunapuna is the worst performing regional corporation.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: There are potholes across the board. This ministry says:
“l will be godfather for the Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs; take $81
million.” 1 just cannot believe this!

Mr. Speaker, | have a list of letters that | have written to the Tunapuna/Piarco
Regional Corporation. |1 have more letters that | have written to the Mayor of
Chaguanas and they are impotent in providing services for the people of this
country. [Desk thumping] | hold no brief, whoever they are, but the central
government is not funding local government, so they cannot perform their duties,
but yet they could give up $81 million to carry the team to Germany.

8.30 p.m.

That money could have been found elsewhere. | have no problem about it. |
wrote the hon. Rennie Dumas almost every month. The last letter that | wrote to
him was to draw his attention that almost all the roads in the constituency of
Chaguanas under his watch, have not been repaired for the last five or six years,
five or six years, except a little part in front of the councillor for the area, Sharma
Deonarine. She lives on a street that has everything in place, drains, pavements
and so on. But other than that, let me read into the record.

"Marshal Trace Extension and network of branch streets."

Mr. Speaker, this is an area where about a thousand people live and if you
drive through there you would be ashamed to be a Member of Parliament for that
area. So | wrote the Minister asking him—Iet me read the full content of the letter,
to tell you how honest I am; how open | am with the Government to let them
know what is happening.

"Dear Sir (Rennie Dumas)

I wish to draw to your kind attention that with the present configuration of
Parliament, there are no councillors in the Congress of the People to whom |
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can turn for representation at the local government level in the Tunapuna/Piarco
Regional Corporation. It will therefore be incumbent, (and that is PNM controlled)
when me, as an elected representative for Chaguanas, to communicate directly
with you on behalf of all my constituents, who fall within the ambit of the
Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation. | know that you will kindly accede to
my communications.

It is indeed a pleasure to communicate with you directly, and we wish to
submit the following roads for urgent attention..."

Mr. Speaker, in his reply, if | have it here, he said—this is going to be a joke
of the year and | agree with the Member for Arima; this is what makes politicians
a laughing stock of Trinidad and Tobago—hear the reply from the hon. Minister:

"l have been directed by the CEO after consultation with the Minister that (1)
must now liaise with the councillor for the area.”

Imagine that, and we as colleagues believe that we are politicians. The Minister
asked me to liaise with the councillor of the area, after | had put my point in front.
Understand my predicament. | did not hide, | did not disguise anything, | said it
and his reply to me, “consult with the councillor of the area”. He believes in
elected politics and | should talk with that person. Total waste of time. [Laughter]
I know it is a laughing matter. 1 know that, | know people laugh. I believe that the
councillors of the corporation would have laughed at me too. But this is how |
serve my constituents; I let them know the truth.

Mr. Speaker, | go quickly to the streets because the people out there are asking
me what is going to happen to our roads and | want to read it. They told me to
liaise with the councillor. | wrote her, | am a very obedient child.

"Mrs. Sharma Deonarine
Councillor, St. Helena Warrenville

I have been directed by the CEO of Tunapuna and the Minister of Local
Government to liaise with you, concerning the paving of roads in an electoral
district of St. Helena Warrenville. See attached letter."

Mr. Speaker, bet your bottom dollar, I am going to write her every week and |
am going to publish the letters into the records of Trinidad and Tobago. | was
advised by the Minister and the CEO to do that. The list continues, it is not
exhaustive, but:

e Kalloo Street in Warrenville which has never been paved.
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Ghany Street;

Macaya Street in Monroe Road,;

Rusheed Avenue in Monroe Road;

Adjoha Road Extension, off Adjoha Road,;

Moore Trace East off Adjoha Road—[Interruption]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: [Inaudible]

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you are not that tall, if you stand up
we will see you and recognize you more—

Saleem Avenue off Monroe Road— [Interruption]

Hon. Member: You and the mayor do not get along?

Mr. M. Ramsaran: No, this is Tunapuna; we do not have a mayor there. For
your information, they do not have a mayor in Tunapuna. If you are talking about
Chaguanas that is another issue, if you want me to come to it, | will come.

Chadee Street, La Paille;

Talock Street, La Paille;

Independence Street, La Paille;

Ali Trace, Southern Main Road, Warrenville;
Sand Street, Caroni;

Chatoo Street, Southern Main Road, Warrenville;
Tee Lane, off Southern Main Road, Warrenville;
Marshal Trace, off Railway Road, Cunupia;
Ramphal Avenue, off Marshal Trace;

Warren Munroe Trace, off Monroe Road;

Day Drive, off Monroe Road;

Ramatali Trace North, off Bejucal Road;
Warren Road, a major road;

Warren Road Extension;
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e Dulga Trace;
e Ramsaran Trace; and
e Persad Lane.

As | said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is not an exhaustive list and it is
something that 1 would like for this House to note. And why | raised this, is
because $81 million was transferred from the Ministry of Local Government to
the Ministry of Sports, the Prime Minister's Office and the Ministry of
Community Development. To me this is the most ironic thing | have ever seen in
this Parliament and the Minister of Local Government has not been invited to
participate in this debate. He is the one who gave up $81 million and he is
nowhere to be seen. No Government Minister talked about why this Ministry gave
up $81 million and this is the main part of the variation of appropriation. | do not
want to read all these letters into the record, but you will appreciate that as a
Member of Parliament, I do my job in the best way to serve my constituents. So
there is no reason why—I really must agree with the Member for Arima that we
are our worst enemies.

The question of schools, and again what is happening? | want to add my little
piece. We have heard so many accusations and counter-accusations, but | want to
ask a question first before 1 make my recommendation. The schools that see an
increase in violence and deviant behaviour are government run secondary schools;
that is a fact. The denominational schools, yes, we have problems from time to
time but not this type of problems we are seeing. | want to recommend, and |
spoke to two of the denominational boards over the weekend and they are
recommending—and they will do that to the Government in due course—that the
senior secondary schools, especially, maybe all secondary schools run by the
Government should follow their lead and have no co-educational schools because
of what is taking place. They believe that they should be run as the
denominational schools with male schools and female schools. Maybe it was
something that was experimented with and it did not work and it is not working.
When they spoke with me | agreed with them that the Government should now
move towards separating the males from the females in all the secondary schools,
so that it would be easier to monitor, because the stories | am hearing Member for
Diego Martin East, | do not know if you—[Interruption]

Mr. Imbert: That is outdated.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Well, that is outdated, but it is not working because the
denominational schools, they are working quite well. Even the results from these
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schools are much better academically. And also this question of deviant behaviour, |
want to recommend to the Government on behalf of these boards that this be
taken seriously. This should be considered to separate the boys from the girls. It
might be a backward step—not my opinion, but the opinion of the Member for
Diego Martin East opinion—and that should be considered seriously, so that we
could save children from themselves. The stories | am hearing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
do not want to try to describe them because children learn from adults.

So when we hear children doing these things, we could make excuses; we
could blame television; we could blame anybody; but this is not the first time | am
saying it here, that children learn from their parents and elders. The role models in
this country, you have a political party with a dollar wine, wining down the place,
dealing with it. Where do we go from here? Where do we go from here, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, and you hear, “Vote for me; | am your messiah; | have come to
free you; | am fighting an appeal case today to be back there to free you.” What
is going on? And then on the other side too, you are not free from blame. My
friend from Point Fortin, he just did so [Inaudible] something was said, but the
fact, these are examples. These are examples out there and we must be careful in
what we do.

I am a Member of Parliament for a few years, and | would prefer to leave this
Chamber that to continue with type of politics that will not set an example for the
future generations of Trinidad and Tobago. We have to be fair with ourselves. We
have to create opportunities for our young people and we have to give them that—
people will follow us you know. People out there follow us, sometimes
unfortunately, but they believe that we are their role models. We will do things for
them; and they are right. We have the Treasury at our disposal. We have billions
of dollars at our disposal, but when we set examples of converting state funds to
ourselves, what examples are we sending?

Hon. Members: The dollar wine.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | talked about the dollar fete, but I am not going to dwell
on it too much. Then I saw pictures in today's newspapers of nice, young people, |
hope they are not under 16.

Mr. Singh: Old mix.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | hope the advertisement, “they cannot smoke, so they
cannot vote.”

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Please address me, hon. Member.
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Mr. M. Ramsaran: Yes, | will address you. And | am sure you enjoyed the
pictures on today's papers. | will provide you with a copy. | wonder how this
could help people vote for me, by two young women sitting on my lap, in the
national newspapers. Two young girls who might be one-quarter or one-fifth of
their age and if | have to influence people to vote for me by doing that, I am in
trouble. It will take a lot of time to do that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Member, get back to the—

Mr. M. Ramsaran: No, no, | am on the Bill, Mr. Deputy Speaker. | am
talking about the deviant behaviour in our schools and where they start. So, let me
move on a bit. So, | want to recommend that we take seriously the question of
denominational schools, follow their lead and let us do something to show that we
care and divide the schools according to sex or gender.

There is something | must raise, the question of Veera Bhajan. Veera Bhajan,
in my mind is a phenomenon. This child was born without hands. Normally,
parents would be discouraged when such a child is born in their house. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, | know this family quite well. 1 worked with them. This girl
wrote common entrance and how did she do that? With her toes. She writes with
her toes, so it means that she cannot change her clothes with her toes. She cannot
use anything; she cannot bathe herself. Try to imagine a child without hands. She
did well; she passed her common entrance or SEA exams—I cannot remember
which one—and went on to a secondary school.

Hon. Member: SAGHS.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: She passed for SAGHS (St. Augustine Girls High School)
which is one of the schools in that time that people would want to pass for. She
did her cxc, was very successful and was accepted to do A Levels at SAGHS and
passed all her subjects. She was admitted to do law at uwI. She was awarded a
Humming Bird Gold Medal in 2004. You gave her a medal, hugged by the Prime
Minister and President; medal weighing you down. She could not wear it herself
because she has no hands, her sister and mother will have to do that.

The Prime Minister said, "Well you have impressed me Veera, what do you
want?” Veera wants to become a lawyer. I do not know what she sees in lawyers
like you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, or maybe she wants to follow my friend. | do not
which one, but she wants to be a lawyer. Maybe that is a good profession for her
because she does not have hands and maybe she likes to speak more and she has a
fantastic memory. There are special computers she can use, things like that. So
she chose to do law. Mr. Prime Minister promised her a scholarship.
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Mr. Singh: Just like any other PNM promise, never materialized! [Crosstalk]

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Deputy Speaker, she is going to Barbados later this
year and that scholarship is not only for tuition, it is a special scholarship. The
Prime Minister offered her a special scholarship and my friend from Tobago East,
do not do that because I am sure you would not want to be without hands.

Mrs. Job-Davis: But she is not paying to go to school. [Inaudible] living
expenses.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: If you listen to me, | will tell you—([Interruption] do not
pre-empt me—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Please, hon. Member for Chaguanas, speak to me and
hon. Member give him a chance.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Thank you. | have some respect for you; I do not want
you to fall in that category that does not care. Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Prime
Minister offered her a special scholarship. Let me repeat the word "special” which
is to assist her in having somebody go with her to Barbados, maybe her mother or
her sister because this child will need people to clean her and clothe her. She is
like one of the persons | will talk about later and she needs that help and the
Prime Minister acceded to the request—I do not want to bring the President into
the debate—and up to now, nothing has happened. So I am calling on this
Government which pretends they care to really assist this girl. It is one in a
million. If you find another person who writes with her feet, without hands, doing
quite well in all her subjects to date, I would maybe soften a bit and say okay,
there are others, but | believe this is a special case and this persons should be
treated with some sort of kindness, for the want of a better word, this time.

As we discuss the money Bill, money is floating all about the place. Billions
here, billions there and you cannot find a couple thousand dollars to help persons
in distress. | do not know what is taking place. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | will touch
on something again.

I want to just go into the Psip for the same year 2005/2006 which we are
debating today. This Government talks about accountability and transparency,
they point fingers at people, maybe | did it this evening, but they point fingers at
people. I want to just read into the record not the entire book, I could, but I want
to read a few.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want you to note carefully the amount of money that
was promised in this Public Sector Investment Programme for 2005/2006. | want
the House and the national community to listen to the figures.

“Education, training and human resource development continues to play a
pivotal role in building the capacity of the population to support the achievement
of the goals or Vision 2020. In 2005 PsIP, resources totalling $438.2 million
were given to Vision 2020.”

Mr. Deputy Speaker, $438.2 million. Did this Government ever come to this
Parliament and account to us in 2006 as they are attempting to do today? What
happened to this money? Has the project started? This is not five cents; you are
talking about $438. 2 million and then, same page 20:

“The I1BD assisted Secondary Education Modernization Programme, recorded
as the largest expenditure of $109.5 million. Work was advanced on all
components including preparation of designs for the upgrade of 47 secondary
schools.”

Two years have gone, where are these 47 secondary schools? Why do we
vote money and moneys are not spent and we are not told anything about it?
Where has the money gone? Is the money back in the Treasury? Is the money in
some contractor's hands? Is the money in some place that it is not supposed to
be? We want to know, that is why we talk about transparency and accountability.

I want to just move on because | want to spend some time attempting to tell
the nation what was printed in their book. Maybe everything was done here, but
we have no knowledge.

“The sum of $322.7 million—[Interruption] well if you do not extend my
time the country will want to know why and | am talking about money here—
was invested out of a total revised allocation of $430.4 million.”

Hear this one:

“Construction of the new 100-bed Scarborough Hospital progressed to 65 per
completion...”

What are we hearing about that hospital in 2005 PsIP? If we do not ask questions,
if we do not come here and make noise, nothing will come to us. Page 31.:

“$143.8 was allocated for the implementation of social and community projects
and programmes.”

The sum of $143.8 million, up to now we are not told what this money was
used for; if it was used at all and what is taking place and we are debating what
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happened in 2005, and | have to talk about it. Then $3.6 million was allocated to
the establishment of eight new regional social and human development councils
to deal with the European Union Fund to assist in poverty reduction. We are not
told anything; this Government does not account. Sometimes they might wonder
why we are dropping in the corruption index because things are written here and
we have no report.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | go on page 45—this is 2005—the sum of $16 million
to be invested in the upgrade of agricultural access roads. The same page, the area
of RND, the sum of $12 million has been allocated as an initial investment to meet
the cost of several ongoing initiatives, like the Chaguaramas Agricultural Development
Project and the St. Augustine Nurseries. We hear nothing about these things, as if
this is a fairy tale and this is happening.

Mr. Narine: Member for Chaguanas, would you give way? Member for
Chaguanas!

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I turn to page 49, an allocation of
$243.6 million has been made to facilitate improvements in drainage—[Interruption]
Sorry I did not hear that—flood control. Mamoral Dam:

"Construction will commence on the Mamoral Dam and Flood Detention
Reservoir with an allocation of $10 million."

Maybe all these projects—if the Member wanted to say that—are there, but as
a Parliament, we vote money and we are not told what is happening. The sum of
$72 million was drainage again.

On page 51, the Solid Waste Management Company will receive $2.1 million
to conduct studies to inform the development of a national integrated waste management
system. We heard nothing about that. The sum of $304 million to build roads and
bridges, this is PSIP 2005. The sum of $98.6 million has been provided towards
the transport and communication sector to improve the efficiency of sea, air and
land—2005. WASA, $232 million will be spent in Trinidad and $67 million to
improve WASA. We are told nothing about this. Is WASA being improved? We do
not know.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, another one here that is very close to all of us:

"A major programme of construction of early childhood centres will commence in
Trinidad and Tobago. Each centre with a capacity for 50 students is estimated
to cost $1.2 million each and be completed over the next 5 months."
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The sum of $21.7 million is allocated to that and every page you go to here,
you find what is taking place.

| raised these because | could have gone through the entire document and
raised much more because | have about 30 pages to quote from, but | am sure the
national community will understand what | am alluding to, and that is, the
wastage, the promissory notes by this PNM administration which, in my mind, the
budget package that is presented on Budget Day is nothing but another PR
gimmick. If things are done and you come to this Parliament and tell us, "Look"—and
I think Ministers should participate in this debate to account to the people what
they have done with the moneys allocated for us. Management again, the Minister
of Local Government is not here to tell us how he could give up $81 million to do
work in another Ministry.

If you go to the Ministries themselves, when moneys are transferred between
heads, you will see things like travelling, PR and so on. Moneys that were
allocated for much more important parts of the Ministries have been transferred to
the question of PR, personnel travelling, and things like that. Why 1 say that, | am
not against these things, maybe they might be very good reasons, but when you
are preparing for a budget presentation to give to the Minister of Finance, | expect
that you will be close as possible to what you need and not to come at the end of
the year and vary money from one head to another. Is it that the Ministers were
asleep when the budget was being prepared? Would they not know where to
budget and where not to budget? That is why when sometimes you approve a
budget it is like buying "cat in bag". We do not know what is going to happen.
Millions will be read; $38 million and they come back with a deficit. Say we have
a surplus of $200 million. But the fact is how this $200 million was made up. Is it
because of the carelessness of the Government?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to turn now to something that I read in the Sunday
Guardian, "In the mercy of kidnappers™. 1 am sure you read this and if you did
not, | want to just put it on record, not everything, but something and the headline
is, "In the mercy of kidnappers; another victim recounts his ordeal of everlasting
fear". Before I go into this, when you talk to people out there, it is now as if who
will be kidnapped next. Among the business community who will be kidnapped
next? Who will be murdered next? If the Government wants to come here and
tell us that 13 people were murdered less last year than the previous year, and
kidnappings dropped from what to what, you know what | will say, it means
nothing to people who have been kidnapped and families of those who have been
murdered.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member of Chaguanas
has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. G. Singh]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | think what | did for the last 45
minutes was to examine the Bill before us. | think, beside the hon. Minister and
maybe a couple others, nobody spent 45 minutes talking about the Bill. I want to
go a bit now to talk about what was raised in this Parliament and | started by
saying that the Minister said that murders—but what is instructive, is that this
Government is comparing itself with itself. When you use statistics and you want
to politicize your statistics, you have to be honest with the population. Our
population is not foolish. I want to tell you that people out there understand what
is taking place. You cannot compare 2004 figures with 2005 and 2006. You came
into office in 2002, you have to compare 2002 to 2007 with what happened
before, so, you could portray to the public that this Government has a better track
record than the last. But when you compare yourself with yourself, you are hiding
the facts and people will judge you with that.

So | warn you to be careful of how you use statistics, we all know what
statistics would do and this happens in almost every sector. Inflation, wherever
have you, this Government is starting to compare itself with itself and I want to
warn against that. Maybe one of these days we will come with the records from
the last 12 years to show you what has happened or even go back further than
that. It is important for the public to know and understand what you are doing and
inflation as we all know is an annual thing—and when you say 6 per cent.

I heard the hon. Member for Diego Martin Central and the Member for San
Fernando East trying to tell this population that, "we will reverse this question of
inflation™. But let me remind you and your economics student, that if inflation is
10 per cent and you bring it to 6 per cent that is no reduction, it has to go below
zero, and then you can start talking about reduction. By a reduction of 4 per cent
in the previous year, it does not mean a thing. It just means 16 per cent and not
less than 10 and | am sure you are aware of what | am saying. Okay, if you had
done it over a two-year period.

9.00 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is an account of what one "kidnappee" had to
survive. | came to this Parliament when the first person was kidnapped in my
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constituency and | spoke at length of his experience, what happened to him, how
he was treated. With your permission, | will read extensively from this account
whose author is Anand Ramlogan. His email address is Anand@tstt.net.tt.

“*I sleep with my lights on and I no longer eat nuts,” he said quietly. Such was
the extent of the damage to him and the everlasting fear. Not hatred, he
quickly added, but fear.

Mr. X, the son of a prominent businessman, was snatched by four gun-toting
men late one afternoon. He was put in the middle of the back seat, sandwiched
between two men with guns.”

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

"A short drive away from the point of kidnapping the "kidnappist" stopped to
tie his hands, with cutlass wire, and dragged him to throw him into the trunk
of the car. As he struggled, two of the men beat and kicked right there, one of
them rammed his boots into his back so hard that he buckled and fell inside
the car trunk."

Trinidad and Tobago 2006. This is not a horror movie.

"The physical pain was extremely excruciating and intense. To this day, X
still suffers from severe back pain.

His abductors took him to an apartment where he spent the night in a daze.
The next morning, X was fed bread and cheese.”

He was lucky.

"He was allowed use the washroom—uwith his hands still tied. One of his
kidnappers pulled down his pants and briefs for him.

X asked if his hands could be freed so that he could clean himself. There was
no response. The same man simply pulled up his briefs and jeans and escorted
back to the room where he was being kept.”

Humiliating. Trinidad and Tobago 2006. | have to read it; when | am finished |
will tell you why.

"Two of the men wore masks. The faces of the other two were bare of coverings.
A cellphone rang and X could hear one of the men taking directions. X heard
him curse and raise his voice asking the caller if he was certain that this plan
would work.
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One hour later, his room door was opened and he was greeted by an
unforgettable sight: his four abductors were all dressed as soldiers in full army
camouflage uniforms. X was bundled into the trunk of a car.

Forty-Five minutes later, the kidnappers and their victims switched vehicles.
X was blindfolded and placed inside a sort of barrel in the back of what felt
like a truck. There were holes at the top to allow air in so he could breathe, but
it was bumpy ride and his hands were cramping.

About three hours later he was taken out of his container and led along a track
up some hills into the bush. One of the men called out to say they had arrived.
X heard him say that the plan had worked well as ‘police eh stop we’.

The party of men walked for about an hour until one man said ‘this is the
spot’. X’s hands were untied and he was allowed to urinate. Still blindfolded,
he was led into what felt like a cave or some dark hold. His hinds were tied
behind his back around what felt like a tree trunk or a rough, broad wooden
post.

His blindfold was removed and a crocus bag placed over his head with strings
at the base that were pulled around his neck and tied. The bag stank but he
could breathe.

The man left X in this ‘cave’. In total darkness, he stayed awake all night...He
was afraid of snakes. He eventually felt asleep thinking how worried his
mother must be.

When he awoke he seem assumed it was daytime. The place was still dark and
a crocus bag was still on his head.

He could feel his bowels churning; he badly wanted to use the toilet. He
assumed someone would come to facilitate this and waited. Eventually, someone
came. The crocus bag was loosened and lifted no higher than his nose.

He was fed some bread with butter and given some water. He tried to engage
the men in conversation to see if he could talk his way out of captivity. He
told them his father suffered a heart attack after he was snatched and would
soon die and begged them to release him.” [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Member for Chaguanas. | indicated previously in this House
that Members making their contribution should not refer to lengthy or read
extracts from newspapers or documents of any length. You have been going on
for a little while; if you could just condense what you are saying, | will allow you
to continue. It make no sense reading the whole thing; so condense what you are
about to say.
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Mr. M. Ramsaran: With due respect to your ruling, | am reading this to
show the suffering of persons kidnapped in Trinidad and Tobago. | made the point
before you came back in that the hon. Member for Laventille East/Morvant talked
about statistics and the fall in crime, but this is an ordeal that took place recently. |
want to read into the record, into the psyche of the Government to understand
what is taking place.

Mr. Speaker: | have been listening to your contribution in my Chambers; that
is the beauty of having live television in the House. | have ruled previously that
Members ought not to read lengthy extracts, because it is not coming from them.
It is not your contribution. That is the contribution of the person who wrote the
article. If you could condense it, it would be all right.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: | quoted the source and everything; maybe | will not read
the entire thing. There is something I must read. | am going to read parts.

Mr. Valley: Can you just tell us what the bottom line is?

Mr. M. Ramsaran: The Speaker ruled and you are ruling too?

The article continued:

“The man pulled down his pants, forced X’s mouth open and urinated into it.”

Mr. Speaker, do you see the seriousness of what | am saying here this evening.

Mrs. Job-Davis: We all read it.

Mr. M. Ramsaran: You did not read it. If | am to paraphrase, to listen to you,
let me read this last part:

“One night the man who remained as guard opened the door to X’s room
and slapped him awake. He put a gun to X’s head and forced him to
perform oral sex on him. X talked about biting the man’s penis off, but felt
that the man was high so...”

And feared for his life.

Imagine a human being, a fellow citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, treated in this
manner. As disgusting as this could be, there are other reports. | spoke with other
persons, young women treated in a way that dehumanized them.

When we come to this Parliament to debate Bills before us, we have Ministers
getting up and talking about statistics.

I had to read this into the record for the people who missed it to understand
what is happening in Trinidad and Tobago. It is frightening. Why did | make this
point? On the IBN television station on the cable news network, Inshan Ishmael
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was forced to be taken off his own station and programme. He cannot appear on
television. [Crosstalk] When he announced that on Thursday and Friday he was
going to ask persons to shut the country down, after reading this, if people do not
support this, they must understand the consequences.

Billions of dollars are being spent on national security; when nothing happens,
we must take some action. | want to ask the national community this evening that
if they care about their future, they must support this shut down call on Thursday
and Friday. [Crosstalk] It is irresponsible, but as far as | am concerned, it is a
responsible thing to do. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Let me go back to the budget statement of 2005. [Crosstalk] |
read through the presentation of the hon. Minister of Finance; | always believe
that is just a public relations gimmick. You get the impression that what is said
here could never be achieved. You talk about the youth of this country and some
persons come forward with programmes like MILAT and MYPART and "my this"
and "my that", but every year it is consistent with this Government that it comes
to this Parliament to vire money from these programmes. | want to put on record
my displeasure at coming to this Parliament and dealing with the question of
moneys not being spent and moneys not being vired from one Head to another.
[Crosstalk]

Persons will come to a Member of Parliament, from time to time, to talk about
treatment they get at the Ministry of Social Development and other ministries that
affect them directly. Somebody came to me yesterday. Mr. Speaker, | want to air
that | am feeling very displeased with what | am hearing coming from the social
sector. This was an able bodied man who was working with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources. He got into an accident and is paralyzed. He
cannot work and, of course, he is a young person, so he does not qualify for many
other things from the Ministry.

When he applied to the National Insurance Board to which he paid his dues,
they told him that he did not qualify for any injury benefit. 1 could not believe
that. 1 will write the relevant Minister soon to deal with that. He went to the
Ministry of Social Development with all the documents supporting what happened to
him and he was turned away. His father spoke to me yesterday and was very
concerned about what was taking place.

I have in front of me a letter written to the hon. Minister of Social Development,
copied to myself. With all the moneys floating around and we have the Ministry
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not dealing with this type of injury and these persons, 1 wonder what is happening. |
always ask that question with some humility.

Let me read this letter into the record:
The hon. Anthony Roberts
Re: Sam Paltoo and Timothy Ramnanan

Sam Paltoo age 27 of Bois Jean Jean, Moruga and Timothy Ramnanan of Las
Lomas have suffered severe paralysis of their bodies and are unable to
perform their normal duties. They have been undergoing medical treatment
for the past year, which is very costly, and have been recommended to your
Ministry for social welfare assistance. Their applications have been sent with
all relevant documents to the Princes Town and Chaguanas offices respectively.
Officers from your Ministry have visited their respective homes and conducted
interviews with them to verify claims. Up to this time, no answer has been
received or no reply.

This is another area that we have to deal with and understand what is taking place
in our country.

When we come to this Parliament and moneys are being vired among ministries,
inter-ministries and so on, and the reasons for which the moneys were allocated
they were not used to achieve the results. The time has come for us to look at
what is taking place in this country. I mentioned certain things during my
contribution today and I believe that this Government must come clean. It must
account to the nation. They talk about transparency; | want to see transparency,
especially in money matters, because we cannot continue like this. We have been
saying over time that the reserves we have might one day vanish, but yet we come
to this House as if money is no problem. I am becoming more and more
concerned.

We heard during this debate about the question of CEPEP. We heard about the
abuse of our children in schools. I cannot say more, but just to add that the result
of neglect over time is that if this Government does not act quickly, we will be
failing an entire generation.

I met with some teachers recently and |1 am worried about the stories coming
from them. Somebody on the other side mentioned earlier today the question of
promotion. One school was brave enough to tell me that almost all the senior
officers, the deans and principals are being appointed politically; that is the word
they used to me. They said that the good teachers and the good deans are not
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being promoted. This person had information; he has been a teacher for many
years. | do not want to go against your rule, Mr. Speaker, but he claimed and |
readily believe that these senior positions are being filled by those who are not the
best persons for the job. Those were the exact words of one teacher. They
appointed him dean, because he did nothing, so they appointed him to continue to
do nothing and the principal was the same.

Let us zero into the schools. This is not to blame anybody, because we have
good and bad teachers across the board. | spoke to a teacher yesterday and he said
that when you go to the schools and the senior boys gather themselves together,
they are so strong that they dominate, and most of the teachers are female. There
was a mathematics class and the bad john in the class organized everyone to give
him $2. He collected $80, because there were 40 students. This is a true story. He
then went down into the staff room and in front of other teachers, he told the lady
teacher who was supposed to teach the math class, “If yuh come upstairs is
trouble.” This was pointed out to me. Of course, the teacher did not go to her
class, so there was no class held. This is what is happening in our schools.

Hon. Members: What school was it?

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Whether you like it or not, this is what is happening in
our schools and we have to deal with it. We must not bury the thing under the
carpet, because when we pay the price, we will be sorry. This happens across the
board, with different behaviour among children at schools. The management is
what | am talking about. We must manage our school system. We must not come
here and make colourful speeches, talking about what is taking place and what is
not taking place. We have got to deal with the issues.

I am pleading with the Government to deal with the issues. We have to zero in
to the school supervisors and principals; talk with them, find out what is happening.
They are scared; everybody is scared. The whole system has gone through. I am
not saying that we should close down the schools, but we have to investigate. We
must not take anything lightly. I think the Ministries and its officials must go into
the schools and find out what is taking place, because the stories there are not
made up.

I do not want to go into the sexual stories, which | have also heard about. We
have heard enough about that. | want to just assist the Government by pleading
with them. We know it is late and you are getting tired, but that is no question of
mine; | am not the Leader of Government Business. | am here to talk the people's
business. If we do not go into schools and deal with these issues, we are going to
reap the whirlwind.
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I am sure the Member for San Fernando West could tell us, if she is really in
her constituency and talking to the teachers about what is happening in the
secondary schools; it is chaos. The bottom line is that people are scared. Students
and teachers are scared. This brings me to another point; in the meeting that my
friend talked about with the police officers, they were scared to tell people what
was taking place. They believe they would be victimized, so they would stay quiet
and tolerate all the inhumane conditions: the shortage of staff, the shortage of
equipment and the shortage of motor cars and they would grind with it, but who
will suffer? The public, because when these police officers sit there and cannot do
what they have to do, they would just wait for their shift to finish and go out
there. Their concerns are real.

The Junior Minister of National Security talked about different officers. | want
to repeat what | said during the police debate. The whole question of police
officers being treated differently across the board is dangerous. Salary wise,
persons from the Special Anti-Crime Unit of Trinidad and Tobago (SAUTT) are
given more money than the normal police officers; also the persons from Scotland
Yard. Recently a Special Reserve Police (SRP) officer said to me that nothing has
happened to them since five years ago. There is no promotion and they have no
hope of becoming regular police officers. This is happening in the midst of a
shortage of police officers. You do not care about the person who works with you.
If we do this all the time, what will happen to our country?

Let us forget the political divide. Not because somebody is critical of you, you
would be harsh with them. | am talking about the reality in Trinidad and Tobago.
This is a money Bill. The major part of this is the Ministry of Sport and Youth
Affairs receiving all this money. | want to ask some questions of the Minister
about the persons who made up the 129 to go to Germany. | understand that some
of the persons who went there had nothing to do with culture, but all to do with
the ruling party; 129 persons went to Germany. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Valley: “He went too.”
Mr. M. Ramsaran: | paid my way; | am proud of that. [Crosstalk]

I want to find out the names of the 129 persons who went there. My good
friend from Tunapuna, who is in the Ministry, who is a cultural activist, a
footballer of some standing, did not make that team. | am not saying that he told
me about the team; he did not make the team. He is also a Minister in the Ministry
of Community Development. He was not good enough to make that team. He is a
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cultural activist and a former sportsman. | want that list to be published or to be
made public; if I do not get the answer during the debate, | will have to file a
question. I am concerned about the persons who made that trip.

I understand from this particular debate on this particular Bill that the money
spent by the Prime Minister’s office that allowed certain persons to go on the trip,
those people have nothing do with football and nothing to do with culture, but
they were PNM party activists. |1 do not want to call the names; | know the names,
but I will like to see the list published. We have persons who worked with the
football team, like my friend from Tunapuna, building Trinidad and Tobago and
did not get an opportunity. Here we have $81 million spent mostly to deal with
this.

To repeat the point, $17 million was given to Np. | am asking the hon.
Minister to give me a reason for that. Why was this $17 million given to National
Petroleum (NP)? When you are budgeting, you are not supposed to owe anybody
anything, as a good Ministry and a good Minister; you are supposed to budget for
that. It happens from time to time, but simple things such as telephone and
electricity bills you cannot account for in a ministry? You have to be a manager.
You have to talk to your officers in the Ministry. When you are doing your budget
statement, you must ask questions. [Crosstalk] I know you are getting tired and |
do not like to suffer you.

I end my contribution by calling on this Government for accountability and
transparency in a society that | hate to say is deteriorating very quickly. Whether
it is with crime, whether it is in schools or everyday life, moral and spiritual
values are dwindling. The Prime Minister’s budget statement should be taken
seriously and would not just be a glossy magazine, but the promises made with
the Government and the people would be kept. When we make a contract with the
Government and the people, it must be kept. | am not talking about contracts from
MPs and so on; | am talking about contracts with the Government of the day and
the people. They must be kept, so when we come to discuss the Variation of
Appropriation Bill, we understand what we are talking about.

Before | take my seat, | want to make one more call for that period between
December 24, 2001 and September 2002 when a budget that was created by the
administration before was left and variation was made to that Bill, including
CEPEP, which has now emerged from that mire of foolishness. | would like us to
debate that particular period. | would like the Government to come to us and talk
about that variation of appropriation, where the money went—I think it was $18
billion in that year. So that when things like this happen, we would not be blaming
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each other and we would not call each other corrupt. The country deserves an
explanation for that money which was spent when there was no Parliament in
Trinidad and Tobago. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the sitting of the House is suspended for dinner
and we resume at 10.15 p.m.

9.26 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
10.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Mr. Harry Partap (Nariva): Mr. Speaker, | wish to make a few brief
comments on some matters relating to the report of the Finance Committee on
proposals for the variation of the 2006 appropriation. | shall be referring to the
Finance Committee report during my contribution and the explanation given by
the various ministries for the transfer of funds for the variation of the 2006
appropriation.

Before | do so, | simply want to make some comments on what the hon.
Minister of Public Utilities and the Environment said a few minutes ago. The hon.
Minister of Public Utilities spent some time trying to clear her father’s name by
accusing the hon. Leader of the Opposition of misleading the House. How could
the Minister accuse the Member of making false statements or being reckless or
being irresponsible, when the hon. Minister could not deny that her father had
been the recipient of CEPEP contracts? The hon. Leader of the Opposition received
her information through the Freedom of Information Act, which the UNC passed
and | humbly submit that the hon. Minister did not give us the full story during
her contribution this afternoon.

As far as we are concerned, the full story is contained in the documents which
the hon. Leader of the Opposition had received. The hon. Minister may have
played on the sympathy of CEPEP workers. From all indications and from what we
have learned outside, most of them would have had PNM party cards in order to
have access to the programme. The hon. Minister must have been playing to their
sympathy.

The hon. Minister has not convinced us, because the Freedom of Information
list, which is in the possession of the hon. Leader of the Opposition, contains a
number of names of PNM honchos who are identifiable who have received juicy
contracts under the CEPEP. [Crosstalk] It was really unfortunate that the hon.
Minister claimed that she was losing respect for the hon. Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Imbert: Lost, not losing.
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Mr. H. Partap: While the hon. Minister is losing respect, the country is
losing millions through the corruption in the CEPEP, the URP and the other loosely
formed companies which the Government has formed. | want to let the hon.
Minister know that the Leader of the Opposition topped her class at law school
and received her MBA degree with 13 distinctions. | hope this would help her to
get back her respect for the hon. Leader of the Opposition. [Crosstalk]

The hon. Minister quoted from the Bible. She quoted from one of the 10
commandments in her contribution, which says:

“Honour thy father and thy mother so that your days may be long on the
earth.”

I agree with the quotation, as a good Christian; but the Holy Bible says “Honour
thy father and thy mother”, but not from the coffers of the State. [Laughter] [Desk
thumping] She did not make that distinction.

We on this side support the hon. Leader of the Opposition in the statements
that she made during this debate. | hear talk about taking it to the Committee of
Privileges, | want them to be very careful with what they do; investigate properly.

I want to put on record that the Leader of the Opposition, when she called for
the shut down of the CEPEP programme, made special reference to the workers.
She said that in doing that, care must be taken that the workers do not suffer any
hardships and loss of income. Not in so many words, but this is what she said. She
was saying that the programme must stop as it is conducted at this time; stop in
relation to what the Auditor General has said, so there will not be this
hemorrhaging of the funds of this country, which is happening now. [Desk
thumping] The Auditor General said exactly what the Leader of the Opposition
said, “Stop the programme.” Well, she did not say stop, but that was what she
meant; stop the programme and straighten it out so that persons would have equal
access.

If it had equal access, it would be a good programme. We have no problems
with the workers; our problem is that the CEPEP workers are treated like dirt by
the contractors; they are underpaid; they do not get sick leave—and the Member
for Chaguanas had made reference to that—no vacation leave, nothing at all; no
benefits. This is contrary to the International Labour Organization (ILO) concept
of decent work. Stop the programme, fix it properly, have it open to all citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago and then we will move on. [Crosstalk]
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I want to just read from a letter written by an ex-CEPEP worker that was
published on page 30, the Guardian letters page, last Friday, the name withheld.
[Crosstalk]

Mr. Narine: Why was the name withheld?

Mr. H. Partap: That is the policy of the newspaper. These were the points the
writer made:

“Equipment given by the Ministry are never brought to the job site. The
contractors use them privately.”

That was one of the complaints. A second complaint was:

“The contractor rears pigs and for the Christmas season he had the male
employees assist him in slaughtering the pigs to sell.”

The third complaint:

“Female employees were told to work at the contractor’s home to assist with
Christmas cleaning instead of working on the job site.”

The next complaint:

“All employees are verbally abused and if they stand up for themselves they
are fired.

Employees were fired but when officials from the ministry queried about the
employees the contractor told them that the employees had left the job for
better opportunities.”

Next complaint:

“The payroll consists of names of people who are never on the job site notably
relatives of the contractor.”

The final complaint:

“The contractor recently had an altercation with a relative. The argument
became verbally violent resulting in the contractor taking out his gun in the
presence of employees who were helping him clean up for the Christmas.”

This is what we want fixed in the CEPEP. The whole country would want that.
Once we can get CEPEP organized in a manner that is transparent; in a manner that
the work schedules are there, not to exploit the workers, but that the workers must
be given conditions set by the ILO, we will have no problem. That is our role.
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The hon. Minister this afternoon could not say that the hon. Leader of the
Opposition had misled this Parliament, because she could not deny that her father
was a recipient of a CEPEP contract. | will leave that there and | want to turn to
page 9 of the explanation for transfers 2006 under Head 30, the Ministry of
Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development.

The Ministry removed $400,000 from its allocation for contract employment to
meet a commitment of a subvention to the two major labour umbrella bodies in
the country. According to the Finance Committee Report, the National Trade
Union received $250,000 and the Federation of Independent Trade Unions was
allocated $150,000. I really have no problem with the provision of the subvention,
because it was the UNC government, under the distinguished former Prime
Minister Basdeo Panday, that first instituted the concept of a subvention for
labour for strengthening its operational structure to better represent the workers of
this nation. The subvention is part of what we had instituted. [Desk thumping]

When the PNM was handed the government by President Robinson and later
stole the general election, using the muscle power of thugs and insurrectionists, that
subvention was discontinued. | am really relieved that subvention is being
restored, as an afterthought, so they had to transfer funds from one Head to another in
order to meet the payments. Nevertheless, the subvention has been restored.

I want to examine this transfer carefully. It goes to the root of the PNM dislike
for labour. It sends the signal that labour will get nothing from the PNM
Government except it intends to give up on the gains they have achieved over the
years. [Desk thumping] The distinguished Member for Point Fortin was quite right
when he chastised the PNM some months ago; he called them anti-labour, anti-
worker and he said that they were against organized labour in Trinidad and
Tobago. [Crosstalk] After he said that, he lost his place in the Cabinet and was
relegated to the very end of the Back Bench for that outburst, but he was right in
what he said.

Under Head 30, $400,000 was allocated for the recruitment of 38 health and
safety officers. These officers are important if the Ministry of Labour, Small and
Micro Enterprise Development is to have the teeth to enforce and monitor the
Occupational Safety and Health Act. By the action of the Minister in recommending
the transfer of the funds, he is saying to the labour movement, “If you want the
subvention to be reintroduced, then you have to give up the demand for the
enforcement and monitoring of OSHA; we will give you the subvention, but hush
yuh mouth when it comes to OSHA; doh say nothing.” In other words, by giving
up this $400,000, the Minister has signalled to the trade union that they would
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have to make a choice between workers’ safety and health and a subvention for
the internal strengthening of the labour movement. He has given them a choice:
Make representation for safety and health or take the subvention. That is blackmail.

I am certain that if this choice had been relayed to the unions, they would have
vehemently objected. They would not have tolerated a transfer that would have
demanded that they keep quiet on safety and health in order to get a subvention,
because that is what it tantamounts too. We are dealing with a devious government.
We are dealing with a government whose arrogance and contempt for people,
borders on dictatorship. They listen to no one and they care about no one. [Crosstalk]
They are manipulating the institutions of this nation to get on and get away with
their highhandedness. [Crosstalk]

I heard a Minister of Government, who had a questionable relationship with a
contractor on the ill-fated Scarborough Hospital, warning the people of Fort
George about being lawless. [Laughter] Sometime last week he was warning
about lawlessness. Perhaps, the Minister did not read the report of the Commission of
Enquiry into the Landate project in Tobago. If he had done that, he would have
understood what lawlessness was all about, in a different way.

Mr. Imbert: We heard that last week. You only have one speech? [Crosstalk]
Mr. H. Partap: You used to say one thing over and over for weeks.

I was shocked when | read in the Finance Committee Report what the
Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development gave as his reason
for not having the contracts filled. He said, “The interviews for the 38 health and
safety workers were ongoing.” | was flabbergasted to read even further that the
Ministry regarded the failure of the Public Service Commission to complete the
interviews of these perspective health and safety officers as a savings for the
Ministry. That was not a savings; this was gross incompetence. [Desk thumping]

This is a lame government with lame ministers who are making lame excuses.
[Desk thumping] It is a whole compendium of lameness. You are talking about the
safety and health of workers, and the Ministry is talking about savings? Safety
and health officers cannot be employed and you are talking about savings? This
is the most ridiculous excuse that | have heard for a long, long time. This excuse
by the Ministry confirms that the PNM Government has no interest in the safety
and health of workers. It never had and never will have. They pussy footed on the
Occupational Safety and Health legislation for 25 years. Now that the legislation
is passed, they are creating all kinds of road blocks to prevent its implementation.



141
Finance Committee Report Monday, January 22, 2007

I always said that there is some kind of order in the PNM madness. These
delaying tactics are to satisfy and protect their friends in the business community.

Mr. Imbert: Last week you said that we had none.

Mr. H. Partap: They do not care what happens to workers, so long as their
friends are outside the long reach of the law.

Mr. Valley: “Dey tell you that yuh look nice on television?”

Mr. H. Partap: If this Government had any interest in implementing OSHA,
these 38 safety and health officers would have already been appointed. Mr.
Speaker, OSHA was passed in this House on December 5, 2003 and in the other
place on January 13, 2004. It was assented to by His Excellency the President on
January 30, 2004. Under pressure from the UNC and the trade union movement
and after 22 months in their hands, then we were able to force them to proclaim
the Act. Without the proclamation the Act could not have been implemented.
They waited 22 months and then after pressure they proclaimed the Act.

The Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development had three
years after passing the Act to approach the Public Service Commission requesting
that the positions be advertised and filled. Is the Minister saying that after three
years the Public Service Commission cannot yet complete interviews and make
the appointments? The Minister is making a big joke with the safety and health of
workers. He has displayed contempt for the safety and health of workers. There is
no public release of reports from investigations into industrial accidents; everything is
hush hush and the carnage continues.

There was an industrial accident at PowerGen on Wednesday 28 June, 2006 in
which two workers lost their lives. After seven months we have heard nothing
about the outcome of the investigations. We are yet to be told of the findings of
the investigation into the collapse of the scaffolding at the construction site of the
Customs and Excise Division not far from here; about 20 workers were injured.
Why has there been no public statement on the investigation? We are told that the
consultant and the Ministry of Works and Transport have submitted their reports,
but the Ministry of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise Development is yet to
hand in its report on the incident. Who is the Ministry protecting? Certainly it is
not the workers, because the Occupational Safety and Health Act states at section
93:

“A complaint for an offence under this Act shall be made within six months of
the date on which the alleged commission of the offence came to the
knowledge of an inspector.”
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Last Friday would have been six months since that incident took place; so it may
be statutory barred. Therefore, the workers who have been injured would not have
received anything. They cannot take the matter to court.

We understand from the consultants that the contractor must bear some blame
for what took place. Under the osH Act, the Ministry is compelled to take him
before the court. But if six months have passed and it is statute barred, then the
workers lose. They have no concern for the lives of workers in this country, that is
why they could give up $400,000 and not have 38 safety and health officers
employed.

The Government history of indifference to workers’ safety and health has
made me skeptical about the move to transfer this allocation of $400,000, which
should have been used for the employment of 38 health and safety officers. At
present, there is a gross shortage of safety and health officer in that Ministry.
There are only 17 officers of that category at the Ministry at present. That is
inadequate to monitor and police OSHA. In a full page, full colour ad in the
Express of June 19, 2006, the Minister of Labour, Small and Micro Enterprise
Development admitted that OSHA governs 590,000 workers in approximately
28,000 works sites. How would 17 safety and health officers do that work? The
Bill was passed three years ago. Now you are denying the Ministry’s labour
inspectorate of 38 workers who could have assisted in ensuring that these work
sites were safe.

Mr. Speaker, even with an acknowledgment of the extent of the problems, no
serious attempt was made by the Minister to have the Public Service Commission
complete the interviews and make the appointments. It is a bad move by the
Ministry to remove the allocation. The signals are not good for the trade union
movement and they are even worse for the workers.

10.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, back again to the Finance Committee Report at Appendix 2,
page 6, under Head 25. The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources
requested an additional $20 million “to facilitate continuation of the development
works under the Agricultural Access Roads Programme.” According to the
Report, the Minister intends to use this money to seal the road surfaces with oil
sand and continue the construction of drains on a number of roads—

Mr. Narine: Would the Member give way?
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Mr. H. Partap: | am not giving way because the Member for Diego Martin
Central has said he will not give me the extra half an hour so | want to run
through this as quickly as possible. I am sorry, Minister.

Mr. Narine: Read it; it is there.

Mr. H. Partap: That is in the Report. | am not going against it; it is in the
report.

Mr. Narine: | will speak after you.

Mr. H. Partap: You said you are going to seal these roads with oil sand and
you are going to continue with the construction of the drains, and so on. Some of
the roads mentioned are: Roundial Singh Trace, San Antonio Road, Chenneney
Trace and Canta Mona Road.

I do not know about the rest, but | know about Roundial Singh Trace. It is my
constituency. | have noted that the Minister intends to seal this road with oil sand.
I ask the hon. Minister this evening—and he will say it when he is speaking; I
cannot give him time—to tell this House why he is using oil sand to seal the
agricultural access road in the Cumuto/Tamana area, including Roundial Singh
Trace, while he is using hot mix to pave Windsor Trace which leads to lands
belonging to the treasurer of the PNM and coordinator of the Cumuto/Manzanilla
constituency of the PNM.

Mr. Narine: We are paving all the roads.

Mr. H. Partap: It says here, oil sand. You are going to use o-i-l s-a-n-d. That
is what is in the Report and | can only go from what is in the Report. | cannot go
with what you intend to do. Again, why are you using oil sand for roads traversed
by the ordinary farmers and then you are using hot mix for PNM big wigs in
Cumuto/Tamana? Do you think the people of Cumuto/Tamana do not understand
what you all are doing? Let me tell you something, they know what you are
doing. It is only a few months and they will tell you they know what you are
doing. So come. | understand you are coming. Well, if you are coming, that would
be one “cut-tail” you will get. Is that a good word, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: It is probably not quite unparliamentary but you are a journalist
of some note; you can use more elegant language than that. You know, hon.
Member, whilst you can, in fact, contribute as you have been—I mean, we have
heard it before in the Stabilization Bill, which is another matter. I am not saying
that you cannot do it, but having said that before in the Stabilization Bill, there are
other things perhaps you may want to highlight now.
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Mr. H. Partap: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | will be guided. But, you know, |
represent a rural community and an agricultural community and when these
people see this kind of brazen discrimination taking place in the constituency,
they expect me to raise it in Parliament. But | understand what you are saying.

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources intends to transfer—
or he has already—$7.9 million from the Agricultural Incentive Programme to the
Agricultural Access Roads Programme.

Mr. Narine: No, that is not so.

Mr. H. Partap: That is what is in the Report, except | did not read it properly.
I am concerned about this transfer because the agricultural incentive concept is
very close to the compensation of farmers for crop loss due to flooding and other
natural disasters. We have been hearing for some time now that the Ministry was
revising its compensation programme. When will this revised compensation
package for farmers be implemented? When? If you want to wait until we come
into office, fair enough. Let us know so | would not ask you.

As far as | am aware, the Ministry is still using a November 1996 revised
schedule for the valuation of crop plants—1996, when we were in office. So
maybe we will have to do the revision. Eleven years ago and they are still using
that. This 11-year-old revision gives an affected farmer one cent per dasheen plant
lost. [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. H. Partap: That is at the lower level. Then 34 cents they would give at
the higher level. But who makes the decision? The schedule gives $2.17 for a
watermelon plant lost at the lower level and $4.13 per plant at the highest level—a
watermelon plant a farmer can get up to $1,000 from the number of watermelons that
will grow from one plant.

Mr. Narine: From a watermelon plant?

Mr. H. Partap: Yes, from the plant. [Interruption] What | am saying is, 11
years ago this must have been good; this is why it was passed. We are telling you
11 years later and you still cannot revise it and you are coming here and opening
your mouth and making all kinds of assertions? Then you are not doing your work
in the Ministry.

This schedule is outdated and it puts the farmer at a very serious disadvantage.
A farmer receives 30 cents for a cabbage or a cauliflower plant. He receives 86
cents for a carrot or a christophene plant in the event that the crop is destroyed.
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Do you know how many christophenes—I hope I am right in that—you can get
from one christophene plant and you are giving them 86 cents for it? You are
paying farmers 30 cents, 40 cents, 86 cents and $4 a plant, when bad planning and
raging flood waters due to—

[Member snoring in Chamber]
Mr. Speaker, | am being disturbed. It may be an agricultural implement.
Mr. Speaker: It could also mean that you are putting him to sleep. [Laughter]

Mr. H. Partap: The lack of drainage and the fact that you are not dredging
the rivers are causing the flooding and this flooding destroys farmers’ crops. You
moved the crane from Plum Mitan. When will you bring it back? You spent over
$13 million, I understand, and nothing is being done.

Mr. Narine: It was $8 million last week. How did it come to $13 million?

Mr. H. Partap: It might be the interest.

Yet the Minister is able to surrender $7.9 million under the Agricultural
Incentive Programme that could have been channelled to compensate farmers who
have been losing crops any time it rains. There are scores of farmers now in Plum
Mitan and elsewhere in the country who have not been paid compensation for
flood damage for some years now. They have been waiting and waiting while the
Minister is playing politics with their livelihood. [Desk thumping] Please do not
play politics with the livelihood of our farmers. It will come back to haunt you
and we would not have to wait long to see that.

A word of advice to the Minister—and | hope he will take it—please revise
that compensation package as quickly as possible and bring it to us. Let us see it
and let the farmers feel a little comfortable.

Mr. Narine: I have to bring it to you?

Mr. H. Partap: | thought you would have liked the Member of Parliament for
Nariva who services an agricultural area, to see, so that you would not get blows
on it.

Mr. Imbert: You have five more minutes.

Mr. H. Partap: In that five minutes there are two matters in education
affecting my constituency of Nariva which has some bearing on the Ministry's
plan to transfer funds as indicated at page 8, Appendix Il of the Finance Committee
Report. According to the document, the transfer of funds is to meet commitments
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for the SEM Programme and payment to contractors. My colleague, the Member
for Tabaquite, has dealt extensively with that aspect of what the Minister is
planning to do. But while the Ministry is surrendering funds from one Head to
another, it cannot meet the completion scheduled for additional places at the
Sangre Grande Secondary School and secondary school children have to write
examinations in June. At this moment, they are spending two weeks home and
two weeks in school.

Last November, | raised the matter in Parliament and the hon. Minister of
Education graciously came to the Parliament to answer the question, and we are
thankful for that. In her reply she said that the additional classrooms would have
been ready by the middle of November. In fact, she had said by November 12. It
is now past the middle of January 2007 and students at the Sangre Grande
Secondary School are still on that two weeks on and two weeks off schedule. In
one month they will stay home for two weeks and they will go to school for two
weeks. The Minister came here and said that will stop by the middle of November.
She misled the Parliament! She should be brought before—I hope you will take
note—the Privileges Committee.

I am told by the people who are looking after the classrooms that these
classrooms will not be ready until the end of March. These children have to write
examinations in June and this is what is happening. But | hope there will be some
sanctions when Ministers come to this House and do not speak the truth. But the
PNM, as we all know, has lost its credibility a long time now and it continues to
come in the Parliament and give us false information. | hope that this will not
happen again. Yet they accuse others of lawless behaviour.

Under Head 26, page 7 of the Report, the Ministry is seeking $29 million to
procure instructional materials and supplies to prepare Government Secondary
Schools for the Caribbean Advance Proficiency Examination (CAPE). The Ministry is
spending this vast sum to prepare the schools for CAPE but they are unable to find
$15,000 a term to provide two additional 12-seater maxi-taxis to transport
students from Cushe, Navet and Rio Claro to the Cowen Hamilton Secondary
School in Moruga. Again, | had raised that matter in November; 58 students were
involved and the Minister came here and said that was not true, that she is
providing five 12-seater maxi-taxis which will take 60 students. She said you will
even have two additional seats. The distinguished Member for Diego Martin East
backed her up there and said: “That is true; | know that.”

It is not true. They are providing three 12-seater maxi-taxis to carry 36
children and there are 58 children, so 22 children have to fend for themselves. He
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repeats an untruth in the House. There are no five 12-seater maxi-taxis conveying
the children, only three. I will ask you to please ensure that the other two maxi-
taxis are assigned. The principal, together with the parents, have worked out a
system so that all the children will share in paying the transport for two days. It is
$30 a day that parents have to find in order to have the children go to school. So
the arrangement is there, that the 58 children will pay to travel for two days and
for three days they will get free transport.

They must fix that. They must find transport for the children. 1 am again
asking them to do that because | am really disappointed at the level of
incompetence and the boldface manner in which they circumvent the rule.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member for
Nariva has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Dr. H. Rafeeq]

Question put.
The House divided:  Ayes 6 Noes 11
AYES
Rafeeq, Dr. H.
Persad-Bissessar, Mrs. K.
Sharma, C.
Partap, H.
Nanan, Dr. A.
Moonilal, Dr. R.
NOES
Valley, Hon. K.
Imbert, Hon. C.
Narine, Hon. J.
Roberts, Hon. A.
Bereaux, H.
James, Hon. E.
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Hart, Hon. E.
Callender, Hon. S.
Seukeran, Hon. D.
Job-Davis, Hon. E.
Hinds, Hon. F.
Question negatived.

Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche): Mr. Speaker, I would like to take the
opportunity to make a contribution on this matter before us and to begin by
indicating that I had intended to make several points—almost about 20 points—
on the Bill before us, but as a result of the contributions by Members of this side
of the House who have effectively and comprehensively dealt with several matters, it
becomes much easier for me because | just have about two or three matters
pertaining to the measure before us.

But notwithstanding that, | would like to respond to several matters raised in
the debate by several speakers opposite and also by speakers on the Back Bench. |
take it at this hour—five past 11 on a Monday night—that Members of the Front
Bench are here in full force, representing our constituents, putting our case before
the Parliament and the nation. | also want to congratulate the Leader of the
Opposition [Desk thumping] who, this evening, left the House to address a
meeting in Tarouba in the Pointe-a-Pierre constituency; addressed hundreds of
constituents and supporters of the UNC and found it fit to return at 11 o'clock in
the night to participate in the debate and to support colleagues on the Front
Bench. It demonstrates the quality of leadership and the commitment of the
United National Congress to the Parliament.

When we look around in the back, the Members on the Back Bench have all
disappeared. You would have thought that a “corpse” would operate at the graveyard
shift. You would have thought that at this hour that they call the graveyard shift
you would have seen the “corpse” at least, but it was not to be. So it is, indeed, the
Members of the UNC and the Leader of the Opposition who really have shown and
demonstrated the character of leadership and commitment. [Desk thumping]

I want to raise a few points, as | have said before, and Members on this side
have really done a good job in raising several matters, so let me just get into a
couple of these issues. | have a few observations on the Report. | want to
reemphasize that when you read the Report before us—the Variation of Appropriation—
when you read the details, what is clear is that this Report demonstrates the
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ineffectiveness, the inefficiency and the incompetence of the PNM Government.
At several points one notices the reasons for shifting money and juggling with the
funds and you will notice that it involves the inability, the incapacity of the
Government to fill certain vacancies; it involves the inefficiencies to establish
institutions. So if today citizens of Trinidad and Tobago believe that the Government
has collapsed, this Report demonstrates that in a clear fashion; that institutions
have collapsed. When you cannot appoint 38 health and safety officers; you cannot
fill vacancies over a short period of time, what it demonstrates is the inefficiency
and incompetence of the Government.

I wanted to point out a couple matters. The first one addresses a matter
dealing with sports and football. The Member for Chaguanas had spoken earlier
in the proceedings and indicated that the Government took moneys from local
government to support the football team in Germany. It is quite interesting that
you would find $81 million from the Ministry of Local Government, where the
local government ministry is not providing sufficient funding for the local
government institutions so that they may repair drains, fix roads, but you can take
money from local government to put to reward the football team. That is really a
shame.

Just a few days ago Members in my constituency, villagers, the poor people,
children in some cases, came out on the road to protest the poor conditions of the
infrastructure, the road, the drainage and, indeed, a major landslip in the area of
Cucharan Trace, Debe. They braved the weather; they came out to protest and
were confronted by police from three divisions in the security apparatus as they
were protesting and asserting their right to live in a condition of decency and
dignity. While this is happening, $81 million from local government goes to
support the football team and the Penal/Debe Regional Corporation is complaining
that they are not getting enough funding to undertake works in drainage to fix and
pave the roads and, indeed, to deal with some of the matters in flooding.

What | found fascinating and | wanted to point it out—and | do not think
anybody pointed out this matter as yet—is that when you look at the Ministry of
Sport and Youth Affairs—and the Minister is not here today with us—what is
striking is that the reward, the bonus, given to the football team—the players
alone—for reaching this historic World Cup final, was in the vicinity of $10.6
million. That was given to the football team. What is striking is that when the
Government supported a cultural contingent to go to Germany to support the
football team, do you know the cost of the cultural contingent was $10 million?
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This is amazing. The whole football team has reached the World Cup; $10
million in bonus, but a cultural team goes to Germany; $10 million for the culture.

I am not saying that this country should not have been properly represented
and we should not have had some adequate cultural diversity there, and so on, but
something is wrong when the highlight of the event, the bonus to the players for
this historic occasion, is the same as the people going, essentially, to support, as a
cultural contingent. | really believe that there was a possibility that the
Government could have looked at getting the private sector to support in a greater
measure, the cultural contingent to go to Germany rather than the direct support
from the Treasury and the taxpayer. That was one point | wanted to raise that | do
not think was raised before.

Another point on the Ministry of Education, the Minister of Education came
here earlier, flowery and colourful—I think this Minister is really the brightest
spot in the Cabinet, by dress code—and explained away some of our problems;
told us of her good work, and so on, and really was crowing on behalf of the
Government. | want to compliment the really vibrant, eloquent, passionate
contribution of the Member of Parliament for Tabaquite [Desk thumping] who
dealt sufficiently with the Minister of Education. I do not believe this Minister of
Education will return to this House in the very near future.

Imagine the gall of the Minister of Education to be challenging the Member
for Siparia and Leader of the Opposition. The Member for Siparia and Leader of
the Opposition just graduated recently from the Institute of Business (I0B) with a
Master’s in business administration, with distinction. We are yet to know if the
Minister of Education graduated with anything from the University of the West
Indies; and looking to attack the Leader of the Opposition. The reasons for
savings under the Ministry of Education—what was striking to us was that we
note page 8 which states:

“Reasons for Savings

...while arrangement for a new recruitment process to fill vacancies is being
formulated, some Secondary School Teachers are being hired and paid under
contract employment.”

So the reasons for savings were that they were in the process of recruiting contract
teachers for the secondary schools.

It will interest you and the nation to know that there are contract teachers in
the secondary school system who have not been paid their salaries from October
to December last year. You have people working, slaving in the classroom under
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very difficult circumstances—October, November, December; Christmas came
and met teachers without their salaries. In January, I am informed that the contract
teachers received their salary for January and they were promised that they would
get the back-pay in February next month.

I am asking the Government and the Minister of Education—and this Minister
of Education, you know, is speaking about all the good works of the Government.
Why can you not pay contract teachers? What about their jobs? What about the
accounting system and the salary system; that hundreds of contract teachers are
without their salary when Christmas comes around? This is incompetence! The
Minister comes talking about technology, Internet and multimedia. Left to the
PNM we would not have an Internet. We would have been talking with a milk pan
and a string. That is their level of competence with Information Technology. They
do not know about Blackberry; they know about strawberry. They are a
government that has never led any technological revolution and covering up their
inefficiencies talk about blueberry and strawberry, and so on, while you cannot
pay contract teachers.

This is a shame and indeed a scandal.
11.15 p.m.

I took note of page 14 with the Ministry of Works and Transport. Funds were
required to meet the cost of refurbishment of works at head office, partitioning
and installation of doors, $1.2 million. What doors are the Minister and Member
for Diego Martin East talking about? This is fascinating. Truly. | spoke already
about the collapse of roads in the rural constituencies. If you look at this
document you would see reasons for saving: inability to fill vacancies; institutions
have not been properly constituted; funds provided and little or no progress on
key institutions including national security.

Another point | want to note; it has not been noted so far unless I made a
mistake. Reasons for transfer, Ministry of National Security, $400,000. Hear this
one! An additional $400,000 was needed to meet the estimated cost of $892,000
for airfare and related expenses for the Defence Force Steel Orchestra’s visit to
the United States in 2006. The Defence Force Steel Orchestra took 1 million to
perform at the annual Military Tatoo ceremony. We are in a situation where the
policemen at Guapo locked the police station and walked out. “Dey pack up and
gone.” Policemen complain that they do not have proper working vehicles and
equipment and the Government spends $1 million to send the Defence Force Steel
Orchestra to the Military Tatoo ceremony. What madness is this?
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A few days ago in my constituency there was a protest activity. | must tell you
this. I arrived at 5.00 a.m. and the roads were already blocked. | do not know who
but I imagine that residents pulled many old tyres and lit a fire on the road. The
police post at Debe is 15 seconds away from where the road was blocked. It took
the police 1 hour and 20 minutes to get to the site. The police do not have
vehicles. They cannot leave the police post because they have a policy that they
cannot abandon it unless they have a certain complement of men. It was a main
road. Residents said that the police knew after the cleaner passed there on her way
to clean the station and she informed the police post. The fire brigade came on the
scene at 8.20 a.m. about three hours after the fire brigade came to clear the rubble.
At that time | was on the site and | understood lawlessness. Sometimes it used to
boggle me how somebody can be kidnapped and be moving around. | realized that
for 1 hour and 20 minutes you can block the road and become a law onto yourself.

That is when you read about people being kidnapped and transported. | want
to make reference to this matter. We have had two articles in two weeks, the
weekend of January 14™ 2007 and January 21% 2007 written by San Fernando-
based attorney, Anand Ramlogan. Mr. Ramlogan has done the dirty, painful and
distressing job of interviewing the victims of kidnapping. In both articles he
relates the horrible, horrific, distressing and heart-rending story of kidnap victims
at the mercy. One article is entitled “The Untold Kidnapping”. He reported that he
interviewed a female who was kidnapped. | would quote a few words.

“She fell asleep but was awakened by a hand on her leg. She slapped it off and
collected a slap. Wide awake, she looked up and saw three of her guards staring at
her in their briefs alone. She struggled but was overpowered and they took turns
raping her. They had their way all night, invading and brutalizing her while their
fantasies and her worst nightmare became a reality.

At some point, her body became numb and lifeless, paralyzed by the (assault
and) humiliation. The next morning she was kicked and told to ‘wash off

properly’.

This brought tears to my eyes. Today, when | heard this fraudulent junior
Minister of National Security talking—

Mr. Speaker: You have to withdraw that.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw.

Mr. Speaker: You know better than that. You have to withdraw it and also
apologize to the House for that.
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Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, | apologize to the House. I am extremely
distressed when | read this.

When | heard the incompetent and abrasive delivery from the Member for
Laventille East/Morvant and he was speaking about kidnapping, | went outside
and said a prayer for all citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. Do you know why | did
that? Every time the Government boasts of kidnapping and murder within 24
hours one person would be kidnapped. That is their record. [Interruption] Today?
An attempted kidnapping in Gasparillo? It would have been a few minutes after
he spoke. It is an uncanny blight. 1 went outside and said a prayer. | called
members of my family and told them to be very careful, in 24 hours there would
be a kidnapping because a Minister stood here and boasted about the 4.6 per cent
decrease in crime. | was terrified and | said a prayer for all citizens whoever they
may be.

| say for the record that even as Members of Parliament, as you know of the
few meagre benefits we are allowed as a tax break to buy a new vehicle. Many of
us are paranoid to buy a new vehicle. I do not want to be seen driving around in a
new vehicle for somebody to feel that | am a rich businessman coming and going.
This is the state of paranoia that we exist in. If people know | am a doctor, they
may think that I am one of these big rich medical doctors. They do not know that
PhD is poverty, hardship and destitution. That is what it means under PNM.

The second article is at the mercy of kidnappers. Anand Ramlogan relates
another ordeal of a male victim. This is so horrible that | do not know if | can read
it into the record.

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps, you would not know because you were not there when
the Member for Chaguanas read extensively from that. Perhaps, you would like to
skip that.

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, the House has heard this before. I was
appalled and moved to know that in this case a young man was sexually violated,
abused and humiliated. His human dignity had been knifed out of him. That is the
crisis. While I compliment Mr. Ramlogan for the courage to do this, | wonder
whether this ordeal would fall on deaf ears and whether or not the Government
cares.

Mr. Valley: Would you give way?

Dr. R. Moonilal: I am not. | cannot because | do not have my time. | wish |
could facilitate you but with your undemocratic and arrogant posturing this
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evening, | am sorry that | cannot permit. Normally | will. The Prime Minister
would have interrupted me about 10 times had he been here.

I am making the point about the lawlessness and the police service has all but
collapsed under this Government. We do not need billions of dollars to deal with
crime. We need efficiency in the police service. They have spent billions of
dollars. They have blimp, pimp, wimps, everything under the sky and they cannot
deal with crime. Sometimes | believe—there is an American movie called “Dumb
and Dumber”. It is a big hit, a Hollywood movie. Sometimes | reflect on that
movie when | think of the Minister of National Security and his junior. | have
dismissed that thought.

Let me proceed. | pointed to this matter of the Ministry of National Security
spending this obscene amount of $1 million and cannot provide the police with
vehicles and equipment. These are some new points | raise from the report. I think
that nobody would have raised them.

I will reflect on some issues raised in the debate. | listened attentively to the
Member for Laventille East/Morvant. It was a distressing contribution to say the
least. He speaks on a rare occasion but when he speaks he puts the Government in
a worse position—when he gets permission and | do not know why. They have a
template to explain crime. It is a global problem; parenting is the problem; this is
a social problem; “all ah we to blame”. That is fine but there is a government in
place to make policy, manage and not only to provide money.

Another important perspective that is coming up during the debate—maybe, |
am winding up the debate on this side unless the distinguished Member for Fyzabad
wants to intervene. | am sure. | could not escape the amount of research material
that he was busy highlighting earlier in the proceeding. We cannot depend on
charisma for the Minister to come. We have to get in some points. The Member
for Laventille East/Morvant explained the problem as globalization, parenting, church
and family, never the problem with the Government.

The Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann's West said, “l take
responsibility.” What does that mean? It means | take responsibility so what?
Why do you take responsibility? It means nothing. In a decent civilized country
that Minister will say to his prime minister, sir, in the ministry of health there are
problems; someone has died, not only one but other persons as well, could you
relieve me of this responsibility? You cannot demand decency.

The Member for Laventille East/Morvant, | thought he upset other Members. |
raise this point because he introduced it. He condemned the United National Congress
on throwing a very successful fete. Mr. Speaker, | am sure that you regret that you
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were not in Couva South among the 20,000 persons that descended paying $1 for
the top artistes and bands in the land. Even the Member for Tunapuna would be
impressed and acknowledge that as a strong contribution to let the poor people
enjoy the best talent for $1. Regrettably, I spent $3 because | took two friends—
and crime free. | spoke to officers of the Couva Police Station this morning and
they indicated to me that 20,000 persons attended the fete and not one incident of
violence and misbehaviour was reported. That is the legacy of the UNC, peace,
harmony and enjoyment. When we were in that fete we believed that we were
returning to some order, civility and unity. | know that the Member for Chaguanas
was also making an issue out of it from the Back Bench, but | understand that a
few Members from the Back Bench wanted complimentary tickets for the party.
That might be their grievance.

The Member for Laventille East/ Morvant instead of reporting on the progress
made after passage of the Police Reform Bills, do you know what he came to
report on? Somebody from Laventille who went to the party told him what Wade
Mark, the Leader of the Opposition and the former prime minister were portrayed
as and you stopped him in his tracks because that was hearsay. | was there. Just to
correct the Member; this is not hearsay; | saw it. Some of the characters that
caught my eye were, one character came on stage and apart from his two hands he
had several other cardboard imitations of hands in different pockets and bags. The
card read, Ken Julien hand in everything. Another one came on stage apparently
looking like the Prime Minister. He said not only election date in Manning back
pocket but the AG, the Commissioner of Police and the DPP, but not the Speaker.
Another one came out and this was quite interesting. It was a lady who was
pregnant and a sign, Pregnant for Five Years. Her name was Hazel. The sign read,
Hazel Yet To Deliver. The one that caught my eye was the sight of three women
rather big built. They had what appeared to be an electrical cord with a bulb
hanging a little lower down their back. I wish the Member for Laventille East/Morvant
were there; it was in his honour. The sign read, Our Behind Brighter Than Hinds.
These are what | saw. | thought that the Member for Laventille East/Morvant
should know that we remembered him at our Carnival ole mas. He was quite a hit.

The point | make on that is that the UNC had a very successful show. While
Members want to pretend and talk about decency, integrity and morality, we had a
successful show; 20,000 poor citizens who enjoyed themselves at low cost. It was
a big success. We indicate to the nation that that would be an annual event of the
United National Congress. They are welcome to join us next year when we would
have the follow up of that party.
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I want to make a few more points before | take my seat not even using the 45
minutes that the Government would prescribe for me. The point relates to the
Ministry of Labour and Small and Micro Enterprise Development. | do not want
to emphasize what the distinguished Member for Nariva and former minister of
works indicated. Today, if we cannot protect workers at their place of work from
death or injury it is clearly a reflection of the breakdown of the institutions. It is
not just the Ministry of Labour, and Small and Micro Enterprise Development but
the police, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health. The snoring
Member, the Minister of Health; | meant soaring not snoring; the soaring Minister
of Health as the Member for Siparia said. They promised us state farm and family
farm but all we got was SuperPharm. The soaring not snoring Minister of Health
came to this House and as the Member for Caroni Central indicated he has nine
communication officers and three doctors at the Ministry of Health. That is how
he operates. Everyday he is on TV telling the country what a great job he is doing.

When he was speaking | understand that somebody jumped from the ninth
floor of the San Fernando General Hospital and killed himself. I am not saying
that the person did it because he or she was listening to him. Around the same
time | got a call and the Member for Caroni Central is confirming that today,
around the same time that the Minister of Health was assuring us of his good
work a patient at the San Fernando hospital jumped from the ninth floor and killed
himself. I thought that it was quite a coincidence. A few minutes ago | was told
that there have been four murders within the last hour. I am not saying that it is
because of the Member for Laventille East/Morvant but these things happen. With
these few words, | hand over to others who want to contribute at this time.

Thank you.

Mr. Chandresh Sharma (Fyzabad): Mr. Speaker, at this time of the night it
calls for deep and sober reflection. What we have heard in this debate so far is
very disturbing. Both as Government and Opposition we should bring our hearts,
minds and heads together. The country is in crisis; there is no question about it. It
is the Government’s responsibility as much as it is the Opposition’s responsibility
to find solutions. We cannot go the way we are going. We would lose this country
and everything we have worked for. What we have heard from both sides is
extremely frightening and disturbing. In this country, there is no peace, love and
happiness.

In this debate we have heard of hate, evil and Members hating each other. This is
not what the Parliament is about and the first father of the nation, the great Dr.
Eric Williams ever practised or preached. No prime minister whether from this
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side or that side wants that for his country. No speaker wants to manage a House
that brings out this kind of poison. Where is the love that we ought to have for
each other? Where is the care? Today, we celebrate the birth of two children
from our sister the Member for Arouca South and as we sent her best wishes and
greetings, are we telling those two little children that they have a future?
Certainly, what obtained in this Parliament tonight is telling those two kids that
they have no future. We have Ministers and perhaps Members on both sides
because there are now three sides in this House whom you can hear what they say
before they speak. The Member for Diego Martin East is a good example. The
most foolish things come from his mouth. | am sure that he does not mean it. He
says the most ridiculous things from time to time. What are we facing? We are
Members, brothers and sisters in this Parliament. [Interruption] You have to
listen or you could leave and there are two doors.

Today, there are Members in the courts of Trinidad and Tobago simply
because the Government does not listen. When you listened to the contributions
much of it talked about fraud. Fraud as practised by the Government in the
different ministries. It is important that the Minister of Finance understand the
cost of fraud and should not keep ignoring that it does not happen. The Auditor
General said that $378 million cannot be accounted for in CEPEP. [Interruption]
Whether it is $378 million or some think it is higher, the quantum is not
important. We cannot go budget after budget, finance Bill after finance Bill,
misappropriation Bill after misappropriation saying, so what? Is $378 million.
Where is this money going? It is certainly going into the bank accounts of people.
Many of those people have been identified during this debate as supporters and
friends of the PNM. That is bad. That is wrong.

The country is not benefitting from the taxpayers’ money. The place is
becoming a police state. On the last occasion | identified when five police officers
went to the home of a former prime minister and the way he was treated. Tonight
we heard from the Member for Oropouche who said that $1 million was given to
the army to send a steelband somewhere. Before the other side talk about the race
card, the steelband belongs to all of us in Trinidad and Tobago. You do not see
that going across the board. Is the Government buying the support of the army to
interfere with citizens including Members of the Opposition? A fear is emerging
that this country is becoming a police state. Very frightening.

On Saturday, | was party to a massive protest by citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago. Thousands of people assembled and this was witnessed by the Member
[Interruption] he was sitting in the back seat of a car; he is very short but I am
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sure that he could have seen outside the car. Thousands assembled. They represented
80 groups in Trinidad and Tobago as non government organizations (NGOS);
community-based organizations (CBOS); university students; business people and
housewives who were protesting the proposed building of a smelter plant for
which they have information that leads them to believe that their health would be
affected. Let me tell you what happened after that. The Saturday morning protest
went into the evening. The first stage of the protest at Otaheite in the constituency
of Fyzabad then moved to the Godineau River, Mosquito Creek, the proposed
site, hoping to catch the eyes of the Prime Minister. Unfortunately, he ducked and
drove through Mon Desir, Fyzabad.

Yesterday, when my staff showed up for work at the constituency office in
Fyzabad it was broken into. [Interruption] Listen. You have to listen. The only
link one could associate with and the intelligence is pointing in that direction,
every time you protest in this country the Government goes after you. The
question raised by the Member for Oropouche of $1 million given to the Defence
Force to carry a steelband is questionable. The country has a national steelband.
For Ramleela 29 groups celebrate for 10 days and they get less than $100,000. For
Divali groups get $2,000 and $3,000. You see a pattern. If you keep dismissing it,
it would come back to destroy you. They broke into the office of the Member of
Parliament for Fyzabad. It did not stop there. | am drawing this hoping that you
would take some action. | do not know what actions because you are responsible
for the Members of Parliament. | do not need to tell you that. [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: It is getting on to midnight. We have to listen to the Member.

Mr. C. Sharma: The point | was on is that it came to my attention this
morning and | have drawn it to the attention of those in authority. A PNM operative in
T&TEC has threatened to make sure no projects go on in rural electrification,
particularly in the constituencies of Oropouche because the Member identified
with a protest a few days ago; the Member for Siparia because she exposed CEPEP
here and the Member for Fyzabad because he led a protest and intends to cut the
electricity in our MPs’ offices.

Mr. Valley: “Yuh eh pay yuh bill. Dat is what happen to yuh.”

Mr. C. Sharma: The point is that the PNM can justify any action any time. |
have no difficulty because they did it once before, illegally. 1 had called the
Leader of Government Business and he was extremely helpful. | hope that | do
not have to call him again. That is not the point. One has to be very careful when
people think they owe their life and loyalty to the government. Forget which
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government is in power. If the PNM is in government today and people in the
public service paid for by taxpayers’ money feel they are obligated to the PNM to
do dirty and nasty things, which is a very dangerous thing.

I would have seen almost all the people who were going to the PNM
convention on Saturday. | know many people and many of them were from the
URP. The public transport bus was carrying them and in the front of it there was
URP. You must ask the public transport to identify the public transport buses that
carried people that had URP on it. [Interruption] The Member for Tunapuna is
correct. Are they not people? Yes, they are. Look at the sad state of affairs. They
have to identify for the PNM politicians that they have come from URP. How sad is
this. [Interruption] Of course. The Member for San Fernando West knows that |
am coming there because the CEPEP workers in their red T shirts gathered at her
office to be transported. How shameful! | am so embarrassed to belong to a
Parliament where the Members of Parliament on the Government Benches have to
show their loyalty and popularity by saying how many CEPEP workers they got to
go to a PNM convention. In almost all the Mps’ offices of the PNM every two
weeks they post on the door the names of the persons to work in URP. That is their
call to fame. You do not see that in the Opposition because the URP belongs to the
PNM and CEPEP belongs to the PNM.

11.45 p.m.

The CEPEP belongs to the PNM. This is what they have brought this country to.
You are dividing this country. You are agents of hate. That is what you have
become, and with it you have billions of dollars to spend. How long will it last?
What can you claim as a PNM Government for five years that you have delivered?
What value have you added to the citizens of this country? Absolutely nothing!
How do people outside see you? The United Kingdom, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office—on the last day | read this, imagine there is an update already, still
current, at January 22, 2007. There is a high level of gang related violence and
crime in Trinidad.

Mr. Imbert: When was that?

Mr. C. Sharma: This is updated, today’s date. | knew you would ask that.
This is what you have brought this country to. This country was known as a place
of love, of culture, of people wanting to live here. Look at what you have reduced
it to.

Today, look how many people have been murdered? Six persons and you are
proud; a police woman and three children. Look what The PNM has brought this
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country to. And you laugh at people in this country. You use people in this
country. The time must come where that must change and people are going to
change it with their fingers. We are begging people to remain calm. It is only a
few months again, people of Trinidad and Tobago. Peace, love and happiness will
return to this country. You have the power in your finger to remove this evil PNM.

Mr. Speaker, regardless where we live now, we have become global citizens.
When one looks at governments the world over, we are members of the CPA, and
we know we establish links and friendships with other countries, with parliamentarians
and others, and when one shares with them the experiences of governance of a
country, there is nothing like what obtains in Trinidad and Tobago. The PNM
comes, takes the Treasury and uses it for their personal use most of the times.
When one talks about fraud, and one is talking about Miami, one has to be very
careful. Many people describe you as being extremely and dangerously corrupt.
That is why. And they might be wrong.

Mr. Speaker: Maybe you were not here when | made a ruling.
Mr. C. Sharma: | was right here, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Let me read it again. Members are not allowed to use unparliamentary
words. You accused the Member of corruption by the device of putting those
words in somebody else’s mouth. That is exactly what you did. That is unparliamentary
so | ask you to withdraw it.

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, just for clarification, do you mean | cannot say
what people think?

Mr. Speaker: No.

Mr. C. Sharma: | cannot say that.

Mr. Speaker: That is exactly what | said.

Mr. C. Sharma: It is the first time | am hearing that ruling.

Mr. Speaker: | am saying that you cannot say unparliamentary things, and if
you are accusing a Member of corruption, that is unparliamentary. By saying that
somebody told you that or other members of the public are sayings that to you,
that is still unparliamentary. I am asking you to withdraw it.

Mr. C. Sharma: | am always guided by your rules except when they are not
fair. I am not suggesting it is not fair on this occasion. But earlier, the Member for
Arima said about the Member for Siparia was talking lies and no ruling was
given.
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Mr. Speaker: You cannot. It is not my ruling. You can find it in May’s
Parliamentary Practice. | would like you to proceed, but | would also like you to
withdraw the statement.

Mr. C. Sharma: | will follow your rules to the “T”. | withdraw having said
that people see you as being dangerously corrupt. | do not believe it. | withdraw it.

Mr. Speaker: The Standing Orders say you must go on to apologise to the
House.

Mr. C. Sharma: | apologise my “Lord”. Having said that, that does not rule
out that the PNM is corrupt. Do not be fooled. Do not feel that the $378 million
and the billion dollars that have been missing over the last five years have not
gotten into the hands of PNM operatives. You cannot deny that. We are not going
to run from that. You have to look at yourselves. You have to look at your
associates and we know, because moneys that are lost from the poor people of the
country are going somewhere. And all of us know where it is going.

Mr. Speaker, the debate over the last few hours has centered to a large extent
around the question of fraud, and | suggest to the Government that the time has
come where they must establish some monitoring process to look at the cases of
fraud. Do not come to the Parliament at the end, after the event. There must be
prevention. There must be monitoring of the financial reporting process which we
do not see. [Interruption] Overseeing the internal control systems. There are a lot
of things you do not see Member for Diego Martin Central. | am sure you see
your bank book often and it is getting bigger. Overseeing Government auditors,
reporting findings. You need to create an environment to reduce fraud.

I think what has happened in Trinidad is that there are too many cases within
the Government circles—Mr. Speaker, fraud is not just the removal of moneys,
fraud is the removal of materials. We saw in a report, Member for Diego Martin
West, that materials—Mr. Speaker, with auditors and because of science, of
enquiries and findings, it is very interesting.

One of the things that the Commission of Enquiry found is that the dollar
value of work done at the housing development project, in which the Member for
Diego Martin West has a vested interest, does not reflect the quantum of money
paid. So it was easy. For instance, the Member for Diego Martin Central drives a
very expensive car. If tomorrow morning | am driving that car and the Integrity
Commission asks, where did you get that car ad | said | bought it from the
Member for Diego Martin Central, how much did you pay? Twenty-five
thousand dollars. But his car is worth $600,000. You cannot buy it for $25,000.
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That is fraud. In the same way the Landate development had electrical work worth
$500,000. The Minister said look, | have a cheque here for $81,000 but you
cannot get $81,000 worth $500,000. T&TEC cannot give you a discount. So you
cannot fool people all the time, and many of you are doing that. More and more
people are getting extremely fed up of you in the Government. You have to face
that. They are. When they wake up on mornings they cringe in their beds, PNM
again today. How many will be murdered? How many will be kidnapped? When
one listened to the article that was read earlier in the Parliament it is a very, very
frightening situation. Hon. Minister, that is to make the point you must create an
environment to reduce fraud. You may have to start with a screening process. If
you bring “tief” into the business, what do you expect? You have to be very, very
careful. [Interruption] Like you, | am staying in Port of Spain. When you have to
serve the country you must be prepared for long hours. You must be prepared to
deliver.

Hon. Minister, | suggest that environment to reduce the risks of fraud should
include a code of ethics that is based on values that the Parliament must agree to.
A training programme so all of us must know about it. The country must know
about it. We need people to buy into it. The days for PNM “tiefing” or anybody
must stop, whether it is NAR, UNC, COP or whoever, it has to stop.

An adequate channel of communication that is public. Just as the Minister of
Health has nine communications officers—by the way that is an act of fraud. A
system to monitor compliance with the code of ethics. Do you see the kind of
research | went into? And you break into my office every week.

Mr. Speaker, last week the hon. Prime Minister indicated that Caroni (1975)
Limited workers were paying a fraction of the cost of what the land development
cost was and the Member for Diego Martin East said, and the Prime Minister
confirmed that the cost of the land was $120,000 per lot. We raised the issue on
this side of the House and again it is a good place for the Minister to start in his
investigations; how can the development of a lot of land for the sugar workers
cost $120,000? That is raw land. So you paid nothing for the land. You are
paying $120,000 to develop it to put what.

Under an earlier PNM, housing lots developed both by the PNM and the UNC
within a year or two apart, were sold for $20,000—fully serviceable lots. Roads,
light, water systems and | have reported that not a single housing development
under the current Ministry of Housing has come within budget. How it is it is
costing $120,000? There are large numbers of cases of fraud occurring in that
Ministry. | am calling on the Minister to investigate, and again, the citizens of
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Trinidad and Tobago are paying for it and while they are paying for it the PNM is
benefiting from it. It cannot be that a lot of land, 5,000 square feet can—even if
you assume that you put a value for the land at $20,000, it is Caroni lands, state
lands. How did the development cost $100,000? It cannot be. So not a single
house in the NHA, not a single plot of land was developed within budget, and | am
asking the Minister to start an investigation.

The Ministry of Works and Transport, over the years, under the former
Minister Hugh Francis, Victor Campbell—I do not remember who the others
were, some before my time, the quantum of money being spent for road improvement
is not reflecting what we are getting. Millions upon millions of dollars. This
Minister comes to this Parliament to boast that every time so much is being spent
and every other week they are going back to fix the same piece of road. In fact,
that piece of road near the Valsayn—opposite Grand Bazaar cost $13 million.
Less than one mile! All the local government corporations in this country that are
responsible for thousands of miles of road have not gotten that amount of money.
One little piece of road. High levels of corruption. Every time you do not get
value for money, it is corruption even if you discount it by 50 per cent. What has
this Minister delivered within budget? No road in this country is good anywhere
you go. What is happening?

Look at the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources where my
good friend from Nariva identified a number of things. Again, we want to keep
the cost of living down and this Government is doing everything to kill agriculture,
because in their perceived view persons who are involved in agriculture do not
support the PNM. There is no other reason. As a result, they must suffer. You have
heard what is being paid for crops. You have heard money is being spent for
agricultural roads. You heard where the roads are being fixed. It is the PNM that
sits and decides | bought a piece of land in area X—in fact, the Member for Diego
Martin East bought a piece of land somewhere in Maraval, and a concrete road
was constructed through that land. The treasurer did the same thing.

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. Standing Order 36(5), the
Member is imputing improper motives and he is also not speaking the truth. There
is no piece of land that | bought that any road was built through. Completely
untrue.

Mr. Speaker: If that is what the Member said, | did not hear him just now. |
hear you and if you are saying that it is not so, | will ask the Member to withdraw
it.
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Mr. C. Sharma: He has to prove differently. He just cannot say anything.
The fact of the matter is the Minister has interest in lands and an expensive road
was built going to those lands. Is the Member denying that?

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 36(5); the Member is imputing
improper motives and he is not speaking the truth, and it is late.

Mr. Speaker: Members are given a certain amount of latitude to speak in the
House. There is freedom of speech. But | must appeal to Members to be very
careful how they exercise that power.

It really would not qualify under Standing Order 36(5) however, if the
Member feels aggrieved about it, there is a procedure by which he can attend to
that. It is all in the Standing Orders.

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, why does the PNM feel they have to deny every
single thing? If they continue this way, one will think one is in a church with a
set of saints. It is most unfortunate. The Member for Nariva had identified a
number of roads that were done through the Agricultural Access Road Programme
that is leading to where PNM’s executive members have an interest. Every
Member wants to deny that. They want to threaten on every occasion privileges
committee, bring a motion, but millions of dollars are stolen from this country.
The PNM is benefiting left, right and centre. They want to bring Motions. Bring all
the motions you want, the country has one motion, on Election Day, this finger—
it is coming for every one of you.

Mr. Speaker, we hopefully will continue to be Members of Parliament,
maybe, for a few more months or years, it does not matter. The point is somebody
will come after us. The investigations will show the corruption, it will show where
Ministers made investments, or caused ministries’ investments to go in areas that
they benefit from. Because, everything that we said here, we identified from reports—
roads—one. All that is false?

We identified where the Ministers rent buildings to Governments. My good
friend, the Member for La Brea, YTEPP is renting from an investment he has.
Nothing is wrong with that. It is a building. | have been told that what they are
paying is higher than what the building rates in the San Fernando area obtain.
That is not my business.

Mr. Bereaux: Mr. Speaker, | can tell you exactly what they are paying,
$4,600 per month. It is $5.00 a square foot. [Crosstalk] Not La Brea, fool, San
Fernando. [Laughter]
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Mr. Speaker: | know the lateness of the hour is affecting many Members. |
know he is your good friend. But | am sure you will withdraw it.

Mr. Bereaux: | take back that. | apologise. | was not speaking to the hon.
Member for Fyzabad. It is common knowledge that | have it. The Member for
Nariva knows very well that is the same place where we had the cottage. It is next
door to that, and that was where | fed you for years. [Laughter]

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, the Member for La Brea and | have a fantastic
relationship. He is an excellent human being and | purposely said that. | want to
say why and | want the Member for Diego Martin Central and the Minister
Finance to know why 1 said that.

He is a gentleman, very popular, even in Fyzabad because of his simplicity
and his sincerity. Here is a Member renting a good building for $4,000 but in Port
of Spain and other places in San Fernando, when you rent from their friends,
because he is an outsider they rent it for 10 times more. And | am saying it. | have
interest in properties next to him, on San Fernando Street. [Crosstalk] You are no
longer a commission agent.

The point I am making is that the levels of corruption are frightening and if
the Government comes on every occasion and denies it, they will not advance,
you will not grow, the country will not benefit.

When you look at the Ministry of Social Development, we saw thousands and
thousands of food cards being distributed: smart card or whatever card it is called.
There is no process involved. Again, how did it reach the people? PNM members
benefited from it. When we raised concerns about it they started a programme.
They started interviewing some people. People from Fyzabad have to go to Penal.
The whole of Fyzabad does not have a single centre. One has to take three taxis.
These are elderly persons, some 75 years, 80 years and they have to take three
taxis to go and line up for a food card. Again, the intention is to discourage these
people and then they will say we interviewed people somewhere and no persons
came from Fyzabad, so they cannot complain. Why can it not be in every
community? That is how the PNM runs the country.

When one looks at the benefits on all the social programmes, who is
benefiting from them? One can argue it is the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago.
Speakers on both sides have identified when one looks at CEPEP workers one has
PNM party card carriers. When one looks at URP, it is similar. The social welfare
beneficiaries have become the same thing. They have been reduced to a PNM
party card support system and the list goes on.
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The Minister of Health spoke today. | have a constituent who in November,
went to the San Fernando General Hospital. He got an appointment for December
2007. So move a motion against the Minister of Health for misleading the House.
He said he has removed the time to three months. Do not play convenient with
anything. You moved a motion and expelled me from the House for two to three
months and what difference does it make? | am going to return to be Member of
Fyzabad again and again. There is no question about that.

When you talk about good work you cannot get better from La Brea and
Fyzabad, and that counts. [Crosstalk] When one looks around, the delivery of
Ministers—for instance, we are in the Carnival season and $4 million is going to
be given out. But let me tell you who are the recipients are. They have first to be
PNM supporters, PNM former Members of Parliament, failed candidates.

In India sometimes when you do a degree, a BA and you do not meet the
grade, there is BA failed. But with the PNM, PNM failed, X benefits; CEPEP
contracts, URP, NHA and the list goes on and on. You do not think people are
getting fed up of that? Discount it by 50 per cent. They are getting really fed up.
It is bad when the Government is causing people to become fed up and that is the
hate you are distilling in the society. You cannot get anything in this country
unless you identify or appear to be a sympathizer with the PNM.

The people who went to La Brea on Saturday, do you know how many would
have preferred not to go? But their URP work is involved, their CEPEP work is
involved. Their contractor work is involved. That is what you have reduced the
country to. It was never like this and it must never be allowed to remain like this.
Look the Member for Tunapuna—they put things in Sadig Baksh’s water tank and
that did not stop him.

The Member for Tobago East talks about dhal and roti, so they package rum
and roti, and now they have included dhal. And—[Crosstalk] how does one make
dhal? This is what they reduced the country to, rum and roti politics. It is the
level—this is a government that wants to move this nation to first-class status, in
2020. Are you serious? This is a government; nothing intelligent is coming out of
it. [Crosstalk] How many people vote for you for every election, 10,000? Ten
thousand votes for me and you speak on a platform. What is the difference? Your
bank account is bigger than mine; that is all. You could get this contractor to pay
for that; no simplicity, no sincerity, no reaching out to people on the ground and
touching their hearts, waking up minds. That is what governance is about, adding
value to people’s life. When you give scholarships you give it through your PNM,
contacts to go to St. George’s Grenada. Look at the mix. It does not represent
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Trinidad and Tobago at all. Look at the conditions in the police service. It does
not represent Trinidad and Tobago. Are you not ashamed of that? The Defence
Force! Look at the CEPEP contractors. It does not represent the potpourri of our
country. Look at people receiving the Carnival cheques. And the list goes on and
on. One thing you have is unity in your madness. You do not care what you have
to do to wear that jacket and tie. You do not care if you have to betray your
generation. You are prepared to do that. | am a Minister. Look at my call card,
Minister in the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. Look what you have reduced this
country to.

Thank God for the television, it is communicating more and more to the national
community that the country is in crisis. The Government does not have the will
power; it does not have the intelligence to run this country. The quality of life is
daily dropping, the murders are increasing; the rapes are increasing.

When we spoke about what obtains in the schools, you came to defend that.
When Sharon Gopaul talked about your misconduct, you defended that. You do
not face the truth at all. You are enemies with the people and you are enemies
with the truth. What do you stand for? What do you really represent at the end of
the day?

If one walks out onto the streets in Port of Spain now and asks 20 persons, are
you happy with the PNM Government? The answer will be no. Is the PNM adding
value to your life? No. Are you feeling safe under the PNM? No. Is the PNM raping
the country? Yes. You must get some yeses. Is the cost of living high? Yes. Is
health scare available in the country? No. Look what you have reduced your
country to? And you are proud to be in Government? When one looks at the
taxpayers’ money, when one looks at the expenditure, one is not seeing value and
we keep making that point.

12.15 a.m.

I cannot think of a single ministry—there might be—that is delivering goods
and services to the widest population. There is still geographic discrimination.
They choose projects. If they are going to Fyzabad, they look to see where the
PNM votes are; if they go to Oropouche, they look for the same thing. That is how
they keep dividing the country. They have to change that. | want to be a part of
that change. | want to say that | served in the Parliament and that | made a sincere
effort to change it; that | served under the speakership of Barry Sinanan and that
we all worked towards making that change.
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| appeal to Members opposite from my heart and on behalf of thousands of
citizens in Trinidad and Tobago and abroad. We really want this country to return
to what it was and we can do it collectively. We are partners in governance. We
only have love for you even though you treat us bad and dangerously. You send
the police after us—

Mr. Hart: You break into our offices.

Mr. C. Sharma: You break into our offices. Thank you very much, Member
for Tunapuna. You send T&TEC to disconnect our electricity, but we are prepared—
sometimes you have to make sacrifices to get the best for the country. We are
prepared to make that sacrifice.

So, hon. Minister, many things have been raised. In your reply, you can be
very short—you can be 75 minutes or five minutes—but what we really want and
what we suspect you are prepared to deliver is a simple commitment to let the
best obtain for all of us in Trinidad and Tobago. This is a good time to take my
seat. Thank you very much.

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Conrad Enill):
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have listened at length to all the speakers and much of
what has been said was extremely entertaining in some instances. However, the
reason we are here is to do one thing alone, which is to close the accounts.

On March 22, 2005, the Minister of Finance issued a circular to all Ministries
indicating that what we should do, basically, is to submit draft estimates of
expenditure. He said as follows:

“This circular sets out the requirements that must be followed in the preparation of
your draft estimates for the financial year 2006.”

“Draft estimates” mean that it is your best position at the point in time. The
Minister of Finance also said a number of things, for example, at paragraph 15
of the memo he sent out, he said:

“Under no circumstances must provision be made in the draft estimate for
unforeseen expenditure.”

Government accounts are done on a cash basis. There comes a date by which the
Government accounts to the population for what has actually occurred. When you
get to that date, September 30, you look at the allocation, you look at the actual
and then you make a determination in terms of what was spent relative to what
was allocated. That which was not spent is called savings. Therefore, | really do
not understand how it is possible that if in one year you basically have a set of
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bills that are paid the next morning, that you can come here and talk about
priorities being bad; what was supposed to be done and not done and what was
supposed to happen. It is simply a timing issue as it relates to government
programmes. [Interruption]

I tell you again that in many instances the issue here is a simple one. It is
about a situation in which costs are allocated in a particular period of time. That is
all we are seeking to do here. Nothing else!

Mr. Speaker, during the course of the debate, the Member for Siparia made a
statement that worried me. The statement was that the Minister of Finance was
misleading the House. Mr. Speaker, | do not know where that came from, but let
me put what was said into context. It was as follows: in 2003, three years ago, the
Minister of Finance brought to this House a variation of appropriation for 2002—
2003 and asked us to approve it. The Parliament followed the established norm
and did so. What the Member said was that the Government had a variation and
did not report it in the documents submitted to the Parliament.

What happened was that at the end of the financial year there was no variation.
On July 09, 2002, there was a virement made to Solid Waste Management Company
Limited (SwmcoL) for $6 million. On August 19, 2002, the same SWMCOL negotiated
from FCB a transaction of $6 million, so that in one month there was $6 million by
the Government and in another month, there was $6 million on loan for the CEPEP
programme.

At the end of the financial year, therefore, the only thing that happened as it
related to the Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment—[Interruption] |
am not saying that. | am saying that the document in the report correctly says that
an amount as it related to $6 million went to swMcoL. That was the company at
the time charged with the responsibility for CEPEP. | am also saying that at that
time the Government negotiated with First Citizens Bank Limited a loan for the
purpose. Insofar as that transaction was concerned, the $6 million for CEPEP was
as a consequence of a loan and there was, therefore, no reason to tell the Parliament
that there was any variation because there was none. The $6 million came from a
loan.

The first $6 million went as part of the $23 million. In the estimates, according to
the Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment, Head 39, at the period 2002,
the estimates were in fact $30,446,000 and the actual $22,175,000. In effect, the
$6 million would have been part of the $22,175,000 million that went to—

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: [Inaudible]
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Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: Yes, according to the information that | have. I just
thought 1 would put that side of the equation into the record. In presenting that to
the Parliament, | think that if that information were available, a different conclusion—

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Why did the Auditor General not get the information?

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: I have no control over what the Auditor General puts
or does not put. I, on the basis of what you have said, thought it necessary to try to
understand what is happening. Whatever we may say, we cannot create the
impression that any government will come to the Parliament and mislead the
population. That is really not on. [Interruption]

Somebody's view of yourself does not have to be your reality and at the end of
it all, Mr. Speaker, the public officers are charged with these responsibilities that
they cast aspersions on when they make those kinds of statements. Much of the
work done here is done by hard-working officers. They are not here and we have
to defend them.

The exercise that we were involved in is simply to close the accounts. All the
issues that were raised on matters of policy, on things that did not happen are
really issues that come up in the normal course of what we do when we govern.

There are two other points | have to make which are interesting. The Member
for Chaguanas talked a lot about the Public Sector Investment Programme and the
fact that the Government does not account. That is not true. The Public Sector
Investment Programme is published every year and, apart from being very glossy,
has two parts. The first part is a review of the programme for the year just passed.
The second part is the programme in relation to the year that is being discussed.
Within the document, therefore, are the amounts expended, the reasons for
shortfalls, any issues we would want to raise and explanations. Additionally, we
put out a document that basically sets out everything that the Government has
done and continues to do and we talk about it under “Government at your Service:
Highlights of Achievement”.

It is untrue to say that the Government does not account. It is untrue to say
that nobody knows where the resources are. What is true is that those individuals
who basically say that do not take the time to understand what is going on. The
Government does its work in a particular way and anyone who makes any
statement that is not true, it is the Government's duty to deal with it, regardless of
what time it is. Most of the comments that have been made are really comments
that my colleagues have dealt with extensively.
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We are concerned and continue to be concerned about delivery and one of the
things that this Parliament would have to come to terms with is the way in which
we deal with those who are involved in the Government process of delivery. At
this time we know that it is difficult to decide how to fill vacancies because that is
not something for which the Government is responsible. | can give you my own
examples from customs where there are about 200 vacancies and it is taking as
much as three to four years to get the positions filled through the process.

Clearly if that is the case—[Interruption] What interference is there and by
whom? It is not possible for a government minister to intervene in that way.

Mr. Sharma: You do not know!

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: How do you mean | do not know? Mr. Speaker, the
fact is that the only thing that can occur is a contract position, but I am not talking
about those. I am talking about positions on the establishment that in this book we
call vacant positions; positions that, as part of the normal public service
requirement are required to be filled. We have no control over that. |1 need 300
customs officers. [Interruption] There is no way we can do that.

The keep back is that the commission in its own deliberate judgment will be
the one to put out the advertisements, will be the one to get the people together,
will be the one to construct the panel, will be the one to make the selection
process, and they do that for 25 ministries. Therefore, what happens is that we
really have an issue of a lot of people having to pass through this process and by
the time it finishes, there is a situation where some of the people that are selected
are no longer interested. Some would have died. It is interesting. We have been
asking for people and the other day they sent us a 54-year-old guy to go on a boat
to run down guys in the ocean. [Interruption] It has nothing to do with the PNM.
It has to do about a serious issue—us trying to move the country forward in
circumstances where we have to depend on others to do it.

Mr. Sharma: [Inaudible]

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: That is a falsehood because today we are debating
the fact that $81 million was not spent. That is what we are talking about here. We
are talking about a situation where, at September 30, the resources were not spent
and because resources were spent in other things, there are two ways in which we
could have come here. We could have come here either with a variation that says
we want more money or that we have not spent the money and this is how we
would like to close the accounts.
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What we see today and every year is that allocations are made. They are given
to ministries. The permanent secretaries and accounting officers have the responsibility
to manage the operations to deliver a government service, but at the end of the
period, at September 30, they cannot do anything with the money, it goes back to
the Consolidated Fund and we come here and report.

During the course of the year, we try as far as possible with projects that are
ready to go, things that are happening and if the money has not been allocated
there, once it is available, we use it and then we report to the Parliament. That is
the process in which we are involved. That is the issue with which we are dealing.
When you say, for example, that local government is starved of resources, if they
are starved of resources, then we would not have been able to identify in local
government moneys that we could use in other places.

Mr. Sharma: [Inaudible]

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: Mr. Speaker, he is right. Something is wrong. To a
very large extent it has to do with the fact that the Government can provide the
resources; the accounting officer delivers and the rate at which the officers deliver
and manage, unless we actually micro-manage the ministry, which is something
that no minister wants to do because of other activities, you have really lost
control over the rate of delivery.

Mr. Sharma: That is a management issue.

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: Yes, | agree it is a management issue, therefore, in
future, we would have to consider how we get the managers with the right
competences. For years we have been fighting the issue of the person being
promoted being the person who came in before the other guy. That is the system
by which we operate today. The system is based on the date on which you entered
and whether it is your turn now. It has nothing at all to do with competence.

Just a year ago, there was a situation where the head of one of the more
important branches of Government was only required to have a primary school
leaving certificate and he controlled many people and many boats.

Mr. Sharma: [Inaudible]

Sen. The Hon. C. Enill: | am talking about what exists within the system by
which we operate. | think it is important that the country understands that as we
move forward, as we have more resources, as globalization is dealing with us, as
we have to deal with complex issues, we need a different kind of understanding of
the issues.
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Mr. Speaker, | find it interesting that sometimes you get the view that the
schools that they went to are slightly different to the ones to which we went. The
fact is that we all went to the same schools and as a consequence we all
understand—[Interruption] I am under instructions. We all go to school. We all
basically understand the issues and as a consequence of understanding them, we
put in place mechanisms for delivery.

There have been some good suggestions made, but at the end of it all this
exercise is a simple one seeking to give the Government and the public service the
ability to close the account so that the Auditor General can now do her report that
looks at all the Ministries, which will be laid in Parliament.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to move.
Question put and agreed to.
Resolved:

That the First Report (2006/2007 Session) of the Finance Committee of the
House of Representatives of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on proposals
for the variation of the 2006 appropriation be adopted.

FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION) BILL
Order for second reading read.

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Sen. The Hon. Conrad Enill):
Mr. Speaker, | beg to move,

That a Bill to vary the appropriation of the sum the issue of which was
authorized by the Appropriation Act, 2006 be now read a second time.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a second time.

Question put and agreed to, That the Bill be now read a third time.

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.
ADJOURNMENT
The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of

Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that the House be
now adjourned to Friday, January 26, 2007 at 1.30 p.m.
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In consultation with the Opposition, on Friday we will do Government
Business. Private Members’ Day will be the following Friday. I must inform hon.
Members that on Friday, we will complete the committee stage of the Bill we
were debating on Friday, January 19, 2007, that is An Act to amend the law
relating to the minimum age for admission to employment in Trinidad and Tobago
and, on its completion, we will do what is now Bill No. 6 on today’s Order Paper,
which is an Act to repeal and replace the Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Identification
Act.

Question put and agreed to.
House adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 12.40 a.m.



