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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 20, 2006 

The House met at 1.30 p.m. 
PRAYERS 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I have received communication from Hon. Eric 

Williams, the Member of Parliament for Port of Spain South, requesting leave of 
absence for the period October 11 to October 29, 2006 and from Mr. Kelvin 
Ramnath, Member of Parliament for Couva South, requesting leave of absence for 
the period October 16 to October 22, 2006. The leave which these Members 
request is granted.  

PAPERS LAID 

1. Convention No. 81 - Labour Inspection in Industry and Commerce 1947. [The 
Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Hon. 
Kenneth Valley)] 

2. Convention No. 150 - Labour Administration: Role, Function and Organizations, 
1978. [Hon. K. Valley] 

PROVISIONAL COLLECTION OF TAXES ORDER 

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, 

Whereas it is provided by section 3(1) of the Provisional Collection of Taxes 
Act, Chap. 74:01 (hereinafter called “the Act”) that where proposals for general or 
Supplementary Appropriation of public funds are made to the House of 
Representatives and are embodied in an Appropriation or a Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill, the President may, for the purpose of raising revenue to 
meet the expenditure specified in any such Bill, by Order, provide for the 
imposition of a tax or the variation of an existing tax and from the date of the 
publication of the Order in the Gazette, the tax as imposed or varied shall be 
payable: 
And whereas it is provided by section 3(5) of the Act that an Order varying an 
existing tax shall cease to have effect if the Order is not confirmed with or 
without modifications, by a resolution agreed to by the House within the next 
twenty-one days after the commencement of the Order: 

And whereas the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006, made under 
section 3 of the Act, provided for the variation of taxes in the written laws 
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mentioned in the said Order to the extent and in the manner set out therein, for 
the purpose of raising revenue to meet the expenditure specified in the Bill 
entitled “An Act to provide for the service of Trinidad and Tobago for 
financial year ending on the 30th day of September, 2007”: 

And whereas the said Order commenced on the 4th day of October, 2006: 

And whereas it is expedient to confirm the said Order: 

Be it resolved that the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006 be 
confirmed. 

Mr. Speaker, this is one piece of legislation that confirms, without any doubt, 
the responsibility of the Executive to account to the Legislature. When one 
considers this legislation, one sees clearly that because of the need for immediacy 
in the imposition or in the change in taxation, the Act allows the Government, via 
a presidential Order, to act immediately. That immediacy, of course, is to ensure 
that there is equity among citizens. 

Mr. Sharma: Equality. 
Hon. K. Valley: You argue equality; I like to argue equity. 
Mr. Speaker, the Act allows the President to act, that is, the Government, but 

mandates that within a certain specified time, the Government must, of course, 
come to the Parliament to account and to obtain the approval of the Legislature to 
continue the imposition of the tax. There are other areas, but I think it is worth 
noting, in passing, the importance of this piece of legislation. 

The Order having been laid on October 04, 2006 would lapse unless it is 
confirmed by October 25, 2006. That is why we decided that we had to meet 
today, although we were aware that the following day would be one of our 
recognized holidays, Divali. 

Perhaps, I should take this opportunity to wish the entire citizenry, Shubh 
Divali and to invite those on both sides to the constituency of Diego Martin, more 
specifically to River Estate, North Post Road, where the Patna Village youth 
would be having their annual Divali celebrations. I invite Members, especially on 
Saturday evening, when the representative of Diego Martin Central would be 
there. [Crosstalk] I would still be there. [Laughter] 

Mr. Speaker, I should take this opportunity also to wish the national 
community, Eid Mubarak, which will be celebrated next Tuesday. [Crosstalk] My 
friends on the other side know that I am from Couva. I am well acquainted with 
all these activities. 
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Mr. Sharma: When is your Eid celebration? 

Hon. K. Valley: I would have to ask my colleague, Mustapha Abdul-Hamid, 
who is also a constituent. He takes care of that for the constituency of Diego 
Martin Central. 

Returning to the legislation, I was making the point that it was the urgency of 
this matter which accounted for the sitting of this House today, so we could obtain 
the approval of the Legislature for the action taken by the Government with 
respect to the taxes. 

One knows that the issues relating to the taxes pertain to cigarettes and 
alcohol; more specifically described in the Order, which is in the possession of 
Members. Specifically, the proposal is for an increase of 15 per cent on the excise 
duty on alcoholic beverages produced locally or within Caricom, and an increase 
in the custom duty of 30 per cent of extra Caricom alcoholic beverages; in other 
words, things such as scotch whisky, wines, Baileys and so on. [Crosstalk] 
[Interruption] 

We have a wide repertoire that you are well familiar with, having been in 
there on a few occasions yourself. [Laughter]  

Mr. Speaker, with respect to cigarettes, it is a similar thing. There is 15 per 
cent on the excise duty for cigarettes and cigars produced within the region and 30 
per cent if it is produced extra regionally. There is a full list of all the different 
items contained in the Order. [Interruption] 

Mr. Sharma: Why are non-alcoholic beverages included, like Malta and non-
alcoholic wines? 

Hon. K. Valley: As far as I am aware, what is contained in the Order are 
alcoholic beverages. I think if you were to check, you would realize that Malta 
has some element of alcohol; very small. [Crosstalk]  No? 

Mr. Sharma: No, it does not. 

Hon. K. Valley: It is very small, but I think there is. If it is not so, then it 
would have been there incorrectly and would have to be corrected. We will check. 
[Crosstalk] [Interruption] 

Dr. Rafeeq: Mr. Minister, you said a while ago that in terms of tobacco, those 
which originate within Caricom would carry a 15 per cent extra duty and those 
outside of Caricom, 30 per cent. In the budget speech that the Prime Minister read 
he said 15 per cent throughout.  
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Mr. Imbert: Some are 15 per cent, some are 30 per cent. 

Dr. Rafeeq: I am saying what the Prime Minister read. There is no 30 per 
cent; there is only 15 per cent. That is on page 50 of the budget speech. [Interruption] 

Hon. K. Valley: It would have to do with what the Provisional Collection of 
Taxes Order says. We are here today to confirm the Order. We can check to 
determine whether with respect to cigars—I see here that it is $22.81 per 
kilogram. [Interruption] If you look at the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order 
on page 836 it says that the excise duty on tobacco products is as set out: 

“i. Cigars $22.81 per kilogram 

ii. Cigarettes $3.31 per pack of 20 

ii. Smoking tobacco $43.29.”   

There seems to be one set of taxes there, but I will have that checked. 

1.45 p.m. 

I was moving on to the point that the increase in these duties must be seen 
against the backdrop of what the Government is attempting to do in preparing the 
society for Vision 2020. We have said on a number of occasions that in this first 
five-year period—as a matter of fact, it was made very clear in the manifesto on 
which we won the 2002 election—that while our teams, looking at the strategies 
for Vision 2020; while they would be doing their work, the Government, during 
the first five years, would be putting in place what it considers to be the 
foundations, the underpinnings, to build that edifice, 2020. 

We identified five critical areas. We said: education, health, housing, social 
sector and personal security. You would see that alcohol and cigarettes affect two 
of the areas. Alcohol, for example, affects both the health and personal security. 
Cigarettes, of course, affect the health. In the budget speech, the point was made 
that in the last year, 230,000 persons accessed the CDAP programme; that the 
Government, in fact, was spending quite a bit of moneys on the health sector. We 
are saying that in preparing our citizens for 2020, we need a healthy population 
and if, in fact, alcohol and tobacco affect the health of our people—lifestyle 
diseases—then one of two things: either they ought to be discouraged or they 
must put some moneys aside so as to take care of their health problems when 
these arise later in their life.  

So that the tax here on these items would discourage some, and for others who 
are so inclined, will say, “We will pay the tax so that the Government can put that 
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aside to take care of our liver or emphysema, or what else have we, when we get 
old.” It is a lifestyle choice. It is in that context, therefore, that one ought to view 
the tax here. We are not interfering with people's morals. They can do as they 
wish. All we are saying is that they ought not to be a burden on the State; that if, 
in fact, you want to continue drinking and smoking, well, then you ought to pay 
for that. The Government has made a commitment to take care of the health of the 
people, but in your case you better had send some money up front so that they 
would be able to take care of your health problems when it arises.  

With respect to the area of personal security, one knows quite well and having 
grown up in Couva I am well aware that alcohol could lead to domestic violence 
and other issues relating to personal security. Of course, one would want to 
discourage that use. This, therefore, in effect, is a simple matter and, of course, we 
would want to keep the debate to these two revenue-raising items and their 
effects. 

Mr. Singh: After you journey to 2020? 

Hon. K. Valley: But I am aware that there are those who missed their 
opportunity last week who may want to use this opportunity to debate the budget. 
I want to assure them that nobody is afraid of anyone on that side and if they want 
debate on the budget they will have it. We would not even want to stop them; they 
could go where they want. One thing I can assure them, is that given the 
constraints, this must be passed before October 25, 2006. So we will sit until it is 
passed, no problem. 

I beg to move. [Desk thumping] 

Question proposed. 

Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Like 
the last speaker, the Member for Diego Martin Central, can I begin by taking the 
opportunity to wish the entire nation a very happy, holy, peaceful, and in the 
context of this country, very safe Divali celebrations, 2006, and to wish the 
Islamic community and the entire nation, Eid Mubarak, at a time when the 
national community acknowledges and celebrates two important festivals in the 
life of our country. When one reflects that it seems that every year these two 
holidays are getting closer and closer to each other, it may be a matter of time 
before both are celebrated on the same day and it may have some meaning to that, 
in terms of our own capacity to unite and to accept our differences and appreciate 
our multi-religious and multicultural environment. 
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That is probably a good opportunity to move into the issue before us, that in a 
country with several religious persuasions and different cultural norms, and so on, 
when we deal with matters pertaining to moral values and our belief in what is 
sanctified or not, we must keep in mind the diversity of this country and the right 
of all citizens to pursue their religious beliefs and also their social beliefs, within 
the ambit of the law. I think that is a useful introductory point. 

The Member for Diego Martin Central, in his contribution, pointed to some of 
the reasons or the rationale for this measure. Let me begin by saying that it was 
quite interesting, if not surprising, that in the pre-budget debates in the national 
community—as you know, a week or so before the delivery of the budget, the 
media normally assembles all the usual suspects and they pronounce on what 
might be happening and what is not happening; which direction the Minister of 
Finance may go and which direction he may not go and so on. And nowhere in 
the pre-budget debates did any significant voice hint to the conclusion that there 
may well be a significant tax, a significant raise in excise duties and customs 
duties on tobacco, alcohol, and so on—the so-called sin taxes; but we will come 
to that in a moment.  

That was instructive because in the build-up to the debate presentation—and I 
would quote from the budget document as it pertains to this matter, and I want to 
assure the Member for Diego Martin Central that I have enough issues and concerns to 
raise on that matter so I will not have the need to go straying elsewhere or to 
debate other matters. In the build-up to this budget debate, the Minister of 
Finance, and other Ministers of Finance—there are four of them—participated in 
dialogue in the national community and spoke about—  

Mr. Manning: One Minister of Finance.  

Dr. R. Moonilal: There are four Ministers of Finance.  

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker— 

Dr. R. Moonilal: If I do not give way, tell me how you intend to interrupt me.  

Mr. Manning: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. We have a Constitution and 
we operate in accordance with the constitutional requirements. 

Mr. Speaker: No. Continue, Member for Oropouche. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: After 30 years, after one generation, you do not know what 
is a point of order. I will allow you to clarify. [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 
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Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I was saying that all their ministers in the 
Ministry of Finance participated in public dialogue and spoke about the energy 
revenues, savings, inflation, crime, and so on, but nowhere did the national 
community get a hint that this measure would come. In the budget presentation—I 
want to quote because earlier a Member on this side alluded to the budget and I 
am sure I will have the attention of all Members; I am sure nobody would leave 
the Chamber today.  

On page 50, it is instructive that the issue came under the subheading of 
“Promoting Healthy Lifestyles” and I quote: 

“Mr. Speaker, to emphasize further the Government’s commitment to promoting 
healthy lifestyles, an increase is proposed to the excise duty on tobacco products, 
the import duty on tobacco products of Common Market origin, and the 
tobacco tax on extra-regional tobacco products, by 15 per cent respectively.” 

Now, that, to me is very clear. The Minister proposed in the budget that tobacco 
products from both within the Common Market and from outside, would be 15 
per cent tax. If that has changed now, so be it. If the Prime Minister forgot; left 
out that; if in the cut and paste job that just slipped at the side and the Prime 
Minister did not tell the national community in the budget presentation that 
tobacco products from outside the Common Market would face a tax of 30 per 
cent, as it is being proposed today; if the Prime Minister failed to mention that to 
the national community, I am sure that was inadvertent, in that the Prime Minister 
may just have forgotten that. 

Mr. Manning: It was in the order; the order is the law.  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Having failed to say that in the budget, it is now in law in 
the order. I continue to quote:  

“This measure will take place with immediate effect.  

Mr. Speaker, we also propose to increase the excise duty on locally manufactured 
rum, beer and other alcoholic products by 15 per cent, while the import duty 
on rum, beer and other alcoholic products of Common Market origin will be 
increased by 15 per cent. Import duties on rum, beer and other alcoholic 
products from extra-regional sources will be increased by 30 per cent. This 
measure will have immediate effect.” 

So there are two points: one, the Prime Minister left out the bit about tobacco 
products from outside the Common Market in the budget presentation— 
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Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, if the Member would give way, just to ensure that 
we are on the same page. The tobacco product is, in fact, 15 per cent, whether it is 
within Caricom or extra-regional.  

2.00 p.m. 
Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. Member for the clarification. I 

am sure this is also reflected in the Order. The point I was making—  

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: You cannot make that point you were making now.  
The point does not exist.  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Would you like to speak, Member for Arouca South?  

Mr. Speaker: Member for Oropouche, would you address the Chair, please? 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, it is said that empty barrels make a lot of 
noise; it is also said that full barrels could make a lot of noise as well. 

Mr. Speaker, it was under the heading of “Promoting Healthy Lifestyles”; that 
is the point. The measure has been advanced as one to promote healthy lifestyles. 
To this point, since the budget debate in both Houses of Parliament, we have not 
had the benefit of any analysis by any spokesperson by the Government; by any 
of the four Ministers in the Ministry of Finance as to what the Government 
expects to obtain by way of revenue.  

Hon. Members: That is not a revenue measure. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I assume, therefore, that the Government will 
have no revenue to collect from this. [Interruption] Yes, but it does not matter. 
All I am saying is that it is a measure to increase taxes. Somebody is going to get 
another 15 per cent in some cases and 30 per cent in other cases. Where is it 
going? How much money is it? How much is anticipated?  It is more than just the 
movement from $5 a bottle for something to $5.85. This involves imported 
alcoholic products from outside of the Caricom. [Interruption] You want to talk 
during; you want to talk before; you want to talk after? You decide where you 
wanted to talk, and talk and if you get a chance then you listen! 

Mr. Speaker, this involves revenue; it involves money; it involves taxation. 
We do not have a clue as to how much money would be obtained; nor an analysis 
done. We have heard, it may be there, but the Government, again, may have 
inadvertently failed to provide us with that information. 

When the Government proposes to package this matter and sell it as a healthy 
lifestyle matter, it is quite interesting. This Government may not understand that 
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while on the one hand the excess consumption of alcohol and tobacco products 
and so on, is unhealthy and dangerous but that is not the only dimension to a 
healthy society; so is stress; so is frustration and depression. This is a country 
where, given the crime rate, citizens of this country are experiencing enormous 
stress, depression and frustration. That also involves healthy lifestyles; not just the 
consumption issue of tobacco and alcohol products.  

The other point the Minister made—I am still on his brief presentation—is 
that this measure is also related to security. Of course, I will deal with Vision 
2020 in a few minutes. This measure is related to security because persons would 
consume excess alcohol and would then go driving on the highways or secondary 
roads, wherever, and cause accidents and ensuing loss of limb and life,  and he is 
correct in that sense, but this is the very government that has failed to introduce 
the breathalyzer. They failed to take any serious measures to curtail driving under 
the influence of alcohol. They have failed to provide resources to the police to 
properly police the highways and to monitor drivers under the influence of 
alcohol. While this pleasure could be promoted to say everybody with a licence 
now has to pay 15 and 30 per cent more for their tobacco and alcohol products, 
they do nothing to really prevent the danger on the roadways and highways, and 
that is the hypocrisy that I wanted to point out at this stage. It is not just the 
hypocrisy that several Members on that side are consumers of these products, but 
they do nothing by way of achieving the objective that they are now advancing, 
which is a security objective with this particular measure. 

Worse than that, because I am, of course, dealing as the Minister said, with the 
impact of alcohol consumption and security of life. The Minister was right. In 
fact, that was probably one of the few things he got right there.  

Mr. Speaker, I am quoting from an article by Cathy Tomlinson, Canada TV 
News dated March 30, 2006, headlined: 

“Impaired envoys continue to be granted immunity 
He’s formally referred to as ‘His Excellency’—a top diplomat in Ottawa -- 

but last March, police say Arnold Piggott was spotted driving erratically on 
Ottawa's Vanier’s Parkway.  
Police pulled him over, suspecting he was driving impaired. Piggott is the 
High Commissioner for Trinidad and Tobago—so diplomatic immunity 
protects him from being detained or prosecuted by Canadian authorities. 
Ottawa police charged him with driving impaired and refusing to provide a 
breath sample. Because of his diplomatic immunity, though, he hasn’t been 
prosecuted.  
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It was something the Canadian government pledged would never happen 
again after an impaired Russian diplomat struck and killed Ottawa lawyer 
Catherine Maclean in 2001. The foreign affairs minister at that time, John 
Manley, vowed that there would be ‘zero tolerance.’” 

Mr. Speaker, this former High Commissioner to Canada, for his good work of 
evading the law, has been promoted to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad 
and Tobago. Mr. Speaker, it could only happen under the PNM Government. They 
talk about Citizen Kane not drinking and driving, and their Minister of Foreign 
Affairs escaped prosecution by pulling out his diplomatic licence; diplomatic 
immunity from charges. This is a shame and a scandal. In another country this 
High Commissioner would have been fired; in PNM country, he was promoted. 
You are restraining citizens by increasing taxes on alcohol consumption and your 
Minister of Foreign Affairs— 

Mr. Singh: That is duty free, you know! 

Dr. R. Moonilal: And who probably drank all free—was on the highway in 
Canada. When this came to my attention—I thought the guy was there for protocol; 
not for alcohol. [Laughter] He mistook protocol for alcohol. The Foreign Affairs 
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, I assume now the gentleman would have a 
driver and if he has a few drinks, he could relax in the backseat without 
endangering the lives of the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. We wonder whether 
Minister Gift was fired because he was not drinking and driving.  

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to record the hypocrisy on the part of the 
Government. 

Mr. Manning: Hypocrisy? 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Well, shamelessness, if you want to use that word. 

Another issue I want to raise related to the Order before us. Given the 
situation that Trinidad and Tobago faces now within the region and within the 
entire global village, and given the advances in globalization and trade liberalization 
and so on, today, Trinidad and Tobago is a leader in the region in terms of the 
regional integration movement. In fact, Trinidad and Tobago, we are informed, is 
also leading in terms of assuming ministerial responsibility for Caricom negotiations 
with other states and countries. Trinidad and Tobago is in the leadership of the 
ongoing Caricom US bilateral. Trinidad and Tobago is in the leadership of expanding 
trade, investment and opportunities for this region. Trinidad and Tobago, as well, 
is the regional leader in terms of business, enterprise and so on.  
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Apart from us being the ministerial spokesperson on Caricom bilateral 
external trade negotiations, it is assumed that Trinidad and Tobago will be a bit 
cautious on drafting and implementing our own policy as it relates to trade and the 
impact of trade within the region.  

I think it is accurate to say that the Government has approached this in a 
reckless manner but not necessarily unlawful manner and I will explain that. 
Trinidad and Tobago in 2006, is not 2000 or 1995 or 1980. 

Mr. Valley: Or in 2001. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Trinidad and Tobago is now an integral part of the CSME, 
the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas. We have obligations under the Treaty; I have 
the Treaty in my hand, of course. You will recall we debated this in the House.  
This was passed into the laws of Trinidad and Tobago; the Revised Treaty of 
Chaguaramas establishing the Caribbean Community, including the Caricom 
Single Market and Economy. When you take decisions as they relate to any 
matter of trade these days you have to be familiar and sensitive to our position 
within the CSME. This is not unlike what obtains in the European Union. In the 
European Union as well they have their EU Treaty and matters of trade, 
import/export and tariffs, quantities restrictions and taxation, it is not a matter 
only for one country; France, England or Germany but it is a matter that all the 
countries would have an interest, so I must tell you that there is Caricom interest 
in this matter that we are dealing with today. 

The Caricom leadership, both in the political environment and in the business 
environment, is very concerned with this matter that we are debating today. In the 
European Union as I said before, they have a very strong jurisprudence involving 
the European Court of Justice that deals with matters such as these. Incidentally, 
there are a lot of clauses and provisions in the CSME Treaty that almost mimic the 
European Union Treaty in several ways. 

Mr. Speaker, these products we are dealing with, I am informed, are to be 
found under list C of the Common External Tariff. The Member for Diego Martin 
Central has spent about 20 years or more in this domain and has not learned a lot, 
but the few things he knows and he would be able to tell us about are the listing 
and the CET and so on. While governments retain the right to tamper, to alter, 
their excise duties, their customs duties on alcoholic and tobacco products, they 
are under list C, which also include, incidentally, fuel, petroleum products, 
glassware, equipment, cellular phones and so on, and governments retain the right 
to alter the tax on excise duty on those products in line with national interest; in 
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line with your domestic public interest, so they are acting within that law. 
However, it is an environment in which one must be cautious and conscious of the 
interest of Caricom partners.  

2.15 p.m. 
So when we impose taxes on products coming from the Caricom region, we 

are saying that the products of the manufacturers of alcoholic beverages in 
Guyana, St. Lucia, Barbados and so on will face an additional 15 per cent. Where 
governments try to escape, again rooted in the Caribbean Single Market and 
Economy (CSME), is that it is a tax applied to all products both domestic and from 
outside. It is what is called origin neutral. It is indistinctly applicable. That is the 
term they may want to consider. So the measure appears to be indistinctly 
applicable; it is origin neutral. 

One can say that anything produced in Trinidad and Tobago, 15 per cent tax. 
If it is produced in Guyana, 15 per cent tax, but, Mr. Speaker, explaining it in that 
way may mask the realities of the trade relationship in that the 15 per cent added 
to El Dorado rum coming from Guyana is much more in the Trinidad and Tobago 
marketplace than the impact of the 15 per cent on a domestic product. Although it 
is the same 15, the impact could be different. 

Did the Government consider this?  Was there any discussion at the level of 
Caricom within the Council for Trade and Economic Development (COTED)?   

Mr. Valley: Yes. 

Hon. Member: [Inaudible] 

Dr. R. Moonilal: You do not believe everything he says, but I am hearing 
him and I am sure later tonight you will have an opportunity to speak on this 
matter. 

Did Government consider the interest of the smaller Caricom territories that 
export to Trinidad and Tobago where Trinidad and Tobago may be a significant 
market?   

Hon. Member: What is he referring to? 

Dr. R. Moonilal: I am referring to what you imbibe at Victoria Avenue. 

The consideration for other Caricom territories is to me an important issue 
because there is a policy contradiction from the Government. On the one hand, 
this is a government that has committed millions of taxpayers’ dollars, energy 
revenue, to help the manufacturing sector in the Caricom because we believe 
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Caricom is an important market so we must help those markets. As they get more 
efficient and they consume more, it will help Trinidad and Tobago. So we have 
committed millions of dollars towards helping and, in the next breath, we have 
increased taxation on products coming from those markets, from the very 
manufacturers we are trying to help, and that appears to be a contradiction.  We 
wonder whether Caricom partners had any comments to make to the Government 
on this matter; whether it was a matter that was discussed, because there is an 
implication for trade.  

I took notes because, like you, Mr. Speaker, I listen attentively to the Government 
speakers. I took note when the Member for Diego Martin Central said—and he 
rooted this measure in that journey towards Vision 2020—that this is an important 
step towards that platform because we need this healthy workforce and 
population. He outlined education, health, social services and personal security.  

I think Government spokespersons should stop talking about personal 
security. Every time the Prime Minister mentions kidnapping, somebody is 
kidnapped. Any time he says crime detection is going good, crime goes up. He 
should stop. He should write a note and send it rather than talk about crime data. 
He comes to the House to indicate that this is a matter to deal with Vision 2020 
and personal security. Nobody in this population has any interest, concern or faith 
in Vision 2020.  

I remember the Member for Siparia, the very eloquent and brilliant Leader of 
the Opposition, when she gave her comprehensive and wide ranging address to 
this House, her response to the budget, she indicated that this is a country in 
which people do not have confidence in the Government. They got vex and 
started to argue that we are prophets of doom and gloom. They advance false 
prophets.  

I am so happy the Minister raised the matter of Vision 2020. I have a 
document by the Ministry of Public Administration and Information, Opinion 
Leaders news. Mr. Speaker, this is based on the MORI poll commissioned by the 
Government. They do these polls so that the Government will have an idea of 
what people are thinking about the provision of government services and their 
confidence in the Prime Minister and so on. I recall in the Guardian poll a few 
weeks ago, the Prime Minister got an “F”. I assume it means fail.  

I want to alert the national population—and I am quoting from this Opinion 
Leaders news: 

“As illustrated in Chart 2,” 
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Chart 2 is a lovely coloured chart. 

“one in every 25 people are certain that Trinidad and Tobago will become 
a…developed nation by…2020.” 

The Prime Minister is always behaving as if he alone knows mathematics. That, 
according to the calculator, is about 4 per cent. Mr. Speaker, 4 per cent; four out 
of every hundred persons in this country have faith in Vision 2020. This is 
astonishing and this Minister tells us that Vision 2020 moving there, stop drinking 
alcohol, smoking and so on. One out of 25 persons has faith that this Government 
will lead to Vision 2020, developed country status. 

At another time when we told the Prime Minister about his error in the 
numbers of people getting pension, he said we could not divide 1,150 into three 
and get $3.00 a day. He said that the Opposition does not understand arithmetic. I 
want to tell him that the Government does not understand comprehension. They 
also do that in school. We looked at the one hundred dollars over 30 days for a 
month. They do not comprehend, so arithmetic is not the only problem.  

Mr. Speaker, I am alerting the population that, in the government survey, one 
in every 25 persons believe that Trinidad and Tobago will become a developed 
country and the Minister, in piloting this measure indicated to us that this Order to 
increase excise duties on tobacco and alcoholic products really has to do with 
providing security and leading towards Vision 2020. If they had interviewed even 
PNM supporters, I assume it would have been a little more than 4 per cent. That is 
to tell you that their own supporters have no faith in their Vision 2020. 

Let me return to the matter of the CSME and the implications for the Caricom 
environment. I was saying that under List C we have these products, but when we 
tell the manufacturing community in the Caribbean that their products will be 
more expensive in Trinidad and Tobago—we tell Laurie Bennett or one of these 
guys who produce these things in the Caribbean—although it is the same tax to 
both local and foreign products, it may have a different impact on those coming in 
because of their price structure and production factors.  

Suppose other governments in the Caribbean decide that if that is what 
Trinidad and Tobago is doing, they will raise the price on products coming from 
Trinidad and Tobago into our markets. If Jamaica, Bahamas, Guyana, Barbados, 
St. Lucia decide to retaliate and go to their national Parliament and raise the price 
of T&T products coming in, do you know what will happen there?  That will, of 
course, affect our trading position. It affects trade, revenue and jobs eventually if 
other governments decide that if the preacher is running Trinidad and Tobago and 
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wants to increase taxes on these sin products, they will do it as well in the other 
Caricom countries. What will happen?  There will be serious disturbances with 
our trade relations in the Caribbean?  Did the Government contemplate this when 
they moved to do this?  Did they contemplate the impact if other countries react?   

Mr. Speaker, you know, it may sound far-fetched, but I was told by colleagues 
in the Caricom that the only reason the T&T Prime Minister is doing this is 
because other Caricom countries signed up to the Petro Caribe deal and left him 
out and showed a lack of respect for his oil-producing Trinidad and Tobago. He 
wants to retaliate now and say that all products coming onto the domestic market 
should pay a higher tax for Petro Caribe—for what they did there. Other Caricom 
territories may retaliate and that will have some impact upon our trading position. 
I would like the Government to consider that.  

I am sure the hon. Prime Minister would have considered that and any impact 
on trade and revenue. The Prime Minister, while he held the office of Leader of 
the Opposition, looked at the Caroni rum distillery and said that it had $1 billion 
worth of products in the warehouse. As soon as he became Prime Minister, he 
devalued the $1 billion. He forgot that. He could not find it at all then. 
[Interruption]  And then go ahead to raise taxes and squander money. 

We are debating today this matter of the Provisional Collection of Taxes 
Order, a very serious matter with the Government, when there is some doubt as to 
whether the World Cup would be held in the Caribbean next year because this 
Government has failed to bring the sunset legislation to the Parliament for 
approval and the deadline for that is next week. They have failed to bring the Bill 
before the Parliament for the organizing of the World Cup and today there is some 
doubt that the Caribbean could host the World Cup because of the delinquent 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. I call upon the Government to bring that 
Bill swiftly so that we can debate and pass such a measure to ensure a successful 
World Cup Cricket in 2007. 

I return to the issue central to this matter involving the moral issue. I say 
categorically that those of us on this side believe strongly that steps must be taken 
to reduce the consumption of alcohol; to treat persons affected, who develop 
illnesses and whose conduct would be impaired by the consumption of these 
products.  

When the distinguished Member for Caroni Central served this country as 
Minister of Health, the then Minister, Dr. Hamza Rafeeq, outlined and implemented 
policies and programmes to deal with the abuse of alcohol, smoking and so on, 
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but this Government is on a moral crusade because the Prime Minister believes 
that he can assemble the electorate and may be losing support in certain quarters 
by his decision to change the name of the highest national award, the Trinity 
Cross. He, therefore, has to appeal to a different crowd and this is one measure to 
do so; this moralization that the Prime Minister speaks about.  

Mr. Speaker, I say categorically, and it is my humble view, that this is a 
government without compassion. A few days ago, Riad Khan was brutally 
kidnapped and murdered; Rehanna Ramlochan was found murdered. I cannot 
remember the Prime Minister going to the homes of these people to extend his 
condolences and sympathy to show that the Government and Prime Minister care. 
This is a government without compassion. They do not feel for the citizens and, 
while they lack compassion with regard to dealing with crime and protecting our 
citizens, they come to the House across the board, to increase taxes on the 
consumption of these products so that they can provide for security and better 
health. Mr. Speaker, that is hypocrisy.  

2.30 p.m. 
In fact, the leader who by example, led the nation along a path to healthy 

lifestyle, probably the former President, Mohammed Noor Hassanali whom they 
treated differently.  

Mr. Speaker, the moral basis of this argument by the Government lacks 
credibility. That is the point I want to register. They have no credibility, no moral 
authority to speak to this country about values and so forth, when their Minister of 
Foreign Affairs was in Canada and escaped the police using diplomatic immunity.  

Mr. Speaker, in the Caricom area the Prime Minister and this Government 
should be showing leadership on trade negotiations, trade liberalization and so 
forth. That is what they should be showing. This measure as it is will suggest to 
the other Caricom leaders that really this is a government that has no respect for 
their views and very little respect for their own economic interest. So they are 
sending a dangerous signal.  

Mr. Speaker, apart from those issues another point I want to raise—and we 
must raise these matters because in the presentation of both the Minister of 
Finance and the articulation by other ministers of finance we have not had the 
benefit of any full discussion on this measure. I want to quote from the Business 
Guardian of Thursday, October 19, 2006. The article is by the South Chamber of 
Commerce commentary entitled: 

“Worrying signs on Production.  
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Alcohol and tobacco taxes 

With respect to the increase in duties on alcohol and tobacco products, it is 
well known that these products are essentially ‘inelastic’ which means that 
demand is generally unresponsive to increases in price.  

In this regard it is not clear whether the objective of the Government is to 
increase revenue or to decrease consumption of these products  

The prevailing school of thought is that the so-called ‘sin taxes’ does little 
to curb consumption of habit forming substances.” 

This is the view of the Chamber of Commerce. They, to me, are making a very 
important point. A first year student of Economics will know about the elasticity 
of products and so forth, and the Chamber is reminding us that this product is 
inelastic in that as prices go up you may not see a corresponding fall in decline. 
The Government is hoping it will see it.  

I wonder if the Prime Minister will tell us if he cut the amount of money spent 
on alcohol products going to the Prime Minister’s residence over the last five 
years or did it increase. That is an interesting piece of data. It will inform us if the 
Government is drinking more or less. And that, will also be a good guide to tell us 
whether they have the moral authority to implement this measure. I suspect they 
may be drinking less. The Chamber is alerting us to the fact that these products 
may be inelastic so if you try to change consumption patterns you will not. There 
is another related point in that the price increases to everyone including those who 
are in the habit, this means that if someone is in the habit, someone is an alcoholic 
desperately in need and they are poor, without treatment they will not change. 

Mr. Speaker, they may actually go and steal money so they can afford these 
products. You may be promoting crime because people with problems need 
treatment. They need facilities to provide care, whether it is counselling and 
treatment, the Alcoholic Anonymous groups and so forth, they need help with 
their sickness. Not everyone would have a sickness. Why do we not target the 
persons who really need the help? Why do we not target people speeding on the 
highway at the night, before and after attending a clubhouse?  Those are the 
people who would crash and are likely to kill people, not anybody else. But this is 
a government that never ever—they cannot find what the problem is in this 
country. They de-link themselves from the real problem. Do you know what is 
amazing as well because it is very much consistent with their approach?   
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In our report on public opinion as well—this is the MORI poll done for the 
Government, in another Chart 3, beautiful colour as well. “Most important issues 
facing the country”. Do you know what the people of this country in this poll 
done for the Government has said in terms of the most important issues facing this 
country?  Let me read it. 

The question is:  

“What in your opinion is the most important issue facing T&T today?  What do 
you see as the other important issues facing T&T today?” 

Crime, law and order, vandalism, 87 per cent; People saw these as main issues. 
This is what people are concerned with.  

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member has 
expired. 

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30 
minutes. [Dr. H. Rafeeq] 

Question put and agreed to. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and Members. Eight-
seven per cent of the people said crime is the problem; 39 per cent unemployment 
closure of factories, lack of industry; 32 per cent, health, hospitals; 30 per cent 
HIV/Aids; poverty, inequality, 25 per cent; drug abuse, 23 per cent; inflation 21 
per cent; domestic violence and flooding, 10 per cent.  

I put that on the record because the Government is telling us that the problem 
really is the people who are having those products but the problem as everybody 
recognizes, is crime, law and order. And instead of dealing and finding kidnappers and 
murderers, every time someone is kidnapped or murdered they would say two 
more UNC members to go to court, two more “COP” to—the Prime Minister did 
that, and I think he got enough national licks for that. The DPP woke up and told 
him he was talking rubbish. 

Mr. Speaker, they focus on the Opposition when they really should be 
focusing on the kidnappers and the murderers. That is the problem with this 
Government. And they focus on these type of “sin taxes” because they want to 
satisfy some of their friends and not crime, law and order. These are the issues 
that face the country.  

Mr. Speaker, it is fascinating, and I am looking for the data on alcohol-related 
and tobacco-related matters so I can also alert you. I am sure you would be very 
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keen to hear that. Chart 5, “Feeling of Safety”.  Do you know in this country 
according to the Government survey, they asked people how they were feeling 
and 9 per cent said they felt safe in their local area and feel the country is 
generally safe. Nine per cent of the people feel safe under the PNM. It moved from 
4 per cent. They bring this measure before us to hoodwink the population to think 
that they are dealing with consumption of these products and it is bad for you and 
they want to increase the tax. 

There is a policy contradiction. I mentioned many contradictions and I will 
mention a couple more. It is well known that the Government has been seeking to 
promote tourism growth in the hospitality industry and so forth. Very clear. They 
have outlined a programme, they have budgeted for that. But in cases like these 
with these types of measures, you would find in the hospitality sector, in the 
tourist sector, the entrepreneurs, the hoteliers, owners of entertainment facilities 
and so forth, would jack up their prices; 15 per cent, 30 per cent, it might be more. 
And persons who are coming to those spots, the foreigners, their consumption 
may decline there so there will be an impact, of course, in the hospitality and 
entertainment sectors. Sometimes we believe in countries like these everybody 
who comes as a tourist is rich, filthy-rich and loaded. 

Tourists coming into Trinidad and Tobago, many are production workers, 
middle class people who saved money over a few years and they come to Trinidad 
and Tobago. I remember while I was in Europe studying there were people who 
were working for good enough salaries and they were telling me they would take 
about five to six years to save money to come for a vacation in Tobago. And 
when they come they are also a bit cautious of how they spend, what they buy and 
so forth. 

You may have some type of impact in the entertainment industry because a 
person going for entertainment would want to enjoy a beverage and when you 
increase your prices you can have some type of impact. I am asking the 
Government whether or not they took note of it. Because they may well have 
calculated, they may have a good research analysis to tell them that really the 
impact is negligible or the impact is zero and there is nothing in that, that would 
affect that sector and so forth. And when the time comes they can tell us.  

Mr. Speaker, there is a policy contradiction there as well. Another matter I 
want to raise concerns the 30 per cent on products outside of the Common 
Market. Sometimes in our discussions we focus on the Common Market. Because 
it is close to us we are under some legal obligations to satisfy requirements. What 
about the rest of the world?  We are also importing products from Europe, the 
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United States, Latin America, the Far.East and wherever, and while those 
countries do not have the Council for Trade and Economic Development (COTED) 
and the Caricom institutions to go to or they may not have satisfactory contact 
with the Trinidad and Tobago Government, they may also look at this measure 
and say 30 per cent is quite significant and whether a country like Trinidad and 
Tobago, small market albeit, but certainly a regional leader and a regional leader 
that may be telegraphing to other Caricom territories a particular policy path.  

European governments and manufacturers may decide something has to be 
said or done if a country can just wake up one day and flash 50 per cent increase 
on their products. Albeit that the country would do that legally. But maybe, 
countries will want to check their documentation and look towards the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) to realize whether or not what Trinidad and Tobago has 
done is appropriate or if not unlawful. Whether in the Caricom context as well, 
apart from the extra Caricom region, where European and American governments 
may take an interest in this type of measure implemented by the Trinidad and 
Tobago Government, within the Caricom area, it is not a simple matter that will 
rest easily. For example, imposition of taxes, albeit taxes on both domestic and 
foreign products from the Caricom region could also—and I am referring to 
Article 163 of the CSME. We are under an obligation to consider the special needs 
of the less developed countries when we make law. This is in the CSME law.  

2.45 p.m. 
You see we are under an obligation to consider the special needs of the less 

developed countries when we make law; this is in the law of the CSME. We are 
under an obligation by Article 163 to consider before we implement law the 
special needs of less developed countries. Guyana is certainly a less developed 
country in the region within the Caricom community; we have to consider that. 
But there is also a dimension to this related to another CSME provision on 
anti-competitive conduct, to what extent another Government may accuse 
Trinidad and Tobago of an anti-competitive measure, in that it hurts a foreign 
manufacturer more than it hurts a local manufacturer, for all these products. I am 
not focusing on the products.  

Mr. Speaker, just for the record, we do not believe that Malta has any alcohol 
and that malta beverages remain on the order while there is some doubt as to 
whether the malta products indeed have alcohol; whether a little or none. We have 
confirmed from the manufacturer that they have none; I do not know if they 
intend to put. In fact, people may be taking out alcohol from their products now 
more than putting in. The Minister for Diego Martin Central, while I know you 
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would be a stranger to Malta and non-alcoholic products, I am sure you would 
want to check that and make an appropriate alteration.  

Moving on, the Minister indicated that when this measure is implemented and 
so on it would go a long way in dealing with the promotion of a healthy 
environment, community, assisting with personal security and so on and very 
consistent with the Vision 2020. I could imagine Members yawning every time 
they hear Vision 2020; in fact the national community will do the same. I want to 
tell this Government that unless and until they take serious steps to combat the 
abuse of these substances, no amount of raising taxes and excise and so will stop 
it. The University of the West Indies is currently conducting an International 
Symposium on Governance Networks and Institutions. In fact the Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago had the honour of opening that seminar 
on Wednesday; regrettably there was a handful of people to hear him but— 

Mr. Imbert: Who was there?  You were there?  

Dr. R. Moonilal: I tried my best but nobody would take my instructions to go 
there, but the Prime Minister did the honour of opening the conference. In that 
conference papers were being presented by persons from all over the world and 
the data coming out will tell you that substance abuse will not be reduced 
dramatically by changes in the tax regime. There was an interesting paper on 
domestic violence, presented where they linked domestic violence, of course, to 
alcohol consumption; very interesting, the researcher linked domestic violence to 
alcohol consumption. 

You know when they profiled the persons who were victims and of course the 
aggressors, the batterers; the persons assaulting, they were not confined to the 
poor people; the poverty stricken or the working class; they included upper class, 
bourgeois people. Bourgeois people involved in the consumption of these 
products and the subsequent violence that emerged; the battering of partner or 
spouse and so on. You think if you increase the thing by 15 per cent somebody 
would say: well I would consume less and batter less. 

Miss Seukeran: Connected to incest. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: And of course, connected to incest. I did not want to raise 
this but the Member for San Fernando West is listening attentively and pointed 
out the incest and child molestation. I say that because when I got that disturbing 
news from an operative of the governing party that there were also questions in 
the St. Joseph area relating to the conduct of persons associated with that party, I 
felt very concerned.  
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Mrs. Job-Davis: Not just in St. Joseph and you know that. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: No, no, no, I am just referring to the article I read.  

Miss Seukeran: Shame on you!  

Dr. Rowley: You read the article?  What article?  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, since the Member for Diego Martin West 
really wants the reference. [Desk thumping]  I was not going to; I was not going to 
but the Member for Diego Martin West is asking what article; Diego Martin West, 
only because you ask. It says:  

"PMNite exposes party's dirty secrets"  

September 24, 2006. This is Dr. Sharon Ann Gopaul-McNichol. I really did not 
want to quote this but do you want me to read more?  

Dr. Rowley: You have nothing to say you are wasting Parliament time. 
Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, these articles I take no pride in referring to 

them. I take no pride but—[Crosstalk] 
Mr. Speaker: I think you were going excellent before you know, so continue. 

Order!  

Dr. R. Moonilal: This is really a dirty subject; let me get out of this. It is an 
important matter for debate but not at this time; let me just get that very clear, 
because it is a very important national issue for debate and for policy discussions, 
not at this moment. I only raised it because the Member for Diego Martin West 
asked me to. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order!  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, let me end this particular issue by saying that I 
always felt when a PNM operative is behind you it is only your wallet they are 
interested in.  

Back to this matter of the Order before us on alcoholic and tobacco products. 
We would really like to call on the Minister and in this case the Member for 
Diego Martin Central, to provide us with some data. [Interruption]  You want me 
to read more of Dr. McNichol?  I would read it for you; I would call the name; I 
would call the General Council member; I would tell you all what happened when 
it was raised at the Executive of the PNM and I would tell you the views of 
Cabinet colleagues on this matter; if you want me to do that.  

Dr. Rowley: "A! A!." 
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Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Go ahead!  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, on the eve of Divali they really should not be 
disturbing my tranquility; they should not be disturbing my peaceful aura. I was 
saying that matters concerning abuse of these products and so on are not confined 
to the working class, to the poor but to the bourgeois part of this society. And the 
Minister of Trade and Industry will agree with me when I say that this increase in 
the tax on these products will not affect the consumption of the rich; of the elite; 
of the bourgeois; it will not affect their consumption. It will not affect the 
consumption of the people who get these things free. We forget in this society, as 
Government get bigger and bigger and bigger; you know a lot of people are 
drinking and eating free and we get the figures in the House. If we put a number 
to the "freecoism" in this country with people who attend Government functions; 
state enterprise functions and boozing, guzzling alcohol and wolfing down food, it 
is a serious number. So that will not affect their consumption and I will give one 
example before I move on.  

When they were lighting up the Cocoyea Roundabout—you know the 
Cocoyea Roundabout is now like Dubai, if you see double lights and so on. The 
Prime Minister came; you could play wind ball cricket at the roundabout in the 
night; beautiful lights. Now two miles down from there people are robbed, 
murdered and kidnapped on the M2 Ring Road, where for two years we have been 
asking the Government to provide street lights. Two years asking the Government 
to provide street lights at the M2 Ring Road to Debe where, in fact a relative of a 
Member of Parliament was held up; where women could be raped. You can have 
kidnapping and murder there but they light up the Cocoyea Roundabout like 
Dubai; that is the priority of this Government.  

When they turned on the lights the Prime Minister came there; he brought 
1,000 party supporters and that night they were fighting over roti. They had to 
close down the food stall because they had a little commotion when all the 
supporters went to “raff”, and they had their beverages, of course, available. 

As the Member of Parliament for Oropouche, they would not invite me to 
these things of course, because they also want me to curtail my own consumption, 
so they would not invite me, but I would hear the stories as a small San Fernando 
East community, of which I am a member. Would the Prime Minister get up and 
say now that consistent with this order; consistent with his moral approach; 
consistent with this moralization of the Government that you will now ban 
alcoholic products being available at Government functions?  Mr. Speaker, as you 
did a few days ago; going once, twice, no; no speaker; no response from the 
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Government as to whether they would go the extra mile and indicate to this 
community that they would not serve alcoholic products at Government functions, 
consistent with this Order. 

You know why?  I told you why, of course; as they increase tax and ask 
people to consume less, they are consuming more, and they lose the moral 
authority. So it is the double standards that the Opposition is pointing out; that is 
all; that is all. Former President, Noor Hassanali led by example, he wanted this 
nation to reduce consumption and he had the example.  

To this day the Government has not indicated how and when they would 
honour the former President, Noor Hassanali. When he passed away sadly, they 
all got up and made speeches about what a great man he was and so on; up to now 
no indication of how they would honour him. I point out that to tell you that these 
measures, the Order before us, will not have the effect the Government wants; 
clearly it will not. The Member for Diego Martin Central is not a completely 
unintelligent man, he understands some of these matters. In an economy that is 
also receiving excess revenues where people through their myriad of ten days 
programme and I want to make this point as well, because it is consistent with 
what I am saying here.  

Do you know—well Mr. Speaker, you must know because you follow diligently 
these debates and you read all the documents and so on—while they were telling 
the national population that they reduced the budgeted figure for URP and so on, 
so people say that is a good measure; in 2005, expenditure $244 million on 
CEPEP; in 2006, the expenditure from the social review—Imagine for 2006 the 
expenditure on CEPEP $423 million, almost half a billion dollars. So they are 
spending the money; they are making the work; they are spending; they are giving 
people money. When people get money in a rage like this; CEPEP has a savings 
plan. Did we put a savings plan for CEPEP and URP, that every week you deduct 
something from people ten-days for saving? 

When you put this $423 million in the hands of people, what do you think, the 
15 per cent might do some damage in terms of demand?  URP; they were boasting 
that they reduced the figure. But in reducing the figure they have gone to $239 
million. I am making those points only to say that there is sufficient money in 
circulation given the make-work programmes; given the construction activity in 
the housing sector and so on as well; people have money in their hands and 
without education; without a culture of saving. They conditioned people on this 



267 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

make-work programme and dependency and without a culture of saving, people 
would buy the alcoholic and tobacco products in any event; people who need it 
and the people who need the help.  

In fact in this budget debate the person who should be piloting and moving 
this Motion here is really the Minister of Health, because this thing is really a 
health measure. It is not a revenue measure as the Government speedily admits. 

3.00 p.m. 

But given what is happening in the labour market, the spending and the 
amount of dollars in the hands of persons, you cannot expect that this measure 
will make a huge difference. 

I spoke about Dubai earlier and I just want to give an experience there; it 
relates to this same issue, the consumption of alcoholic products and so on. In 
Dubai, as you know, the United Arab Emirates is an Islamic territory and 
consuming and buying these products is unlawful. When people pass going 
through the airport in Dubai, instead of picking up clothes and art and craft, they 
push a trolley loaded with alcoholic products. When you go in the capital city in 
Dubai—nightlife—people go, not to the coffee shops, they go to the hotels 
because the hotels are permitted to sell alcohol. 

Miss  Seukeran: And they are very expensive.  

Dr. R. Moonilal: The Member for San Fernando West confirms that she 
knows about this, it is also very expensive. But I am sure on your Government 
money and stipend and so on, you were able to afford a few. [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker, the demand for the product is still there, it is just that people go 
in the different locations to find it. So in Trinidad and Tobago where you have 
this circulation of money, in a small island, some people who need—who are the 
addicts, and those persons who are on that will find these products and it will 
undo all their policy objectives of satisfying because they have flooded the 
country with this type of money from energy revenue. 

Mr. Speaker, like you, I was shocked the other day when we got information 
in this House that the Brian Lara Stadium, which will not be completed in Brian 
Lara's career, the budget moved from under Lara’s record to over Lara’s record. It 
was 274, lower than his test record; it is now, 545, over his first class record. That 
is, Mr. Speaker, how they spend. 

Hon. Member: That is a record. 
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Dr. R. Moonilal: And that is a record. That is how they spend. While they are 
doing that they want to lock up everybody associated with the airport. Mr. 
Speaker, they flood the money and then they say, do not take the money and buy 
alcoholic products.  

Miss Seukeran: You put it in the hands of the people. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Yes, you put it in the hands of the people without the 
culture and the institutional support. When you provide persons with money as 
you must, also provide the culture, facilitate the culture of saving; facilitate a 
particular culture. In the budget, a related item, the Prime Minister realized that 
people in the HDC and the NHA houses go to Courts, Standards or American 
Stores; they buy the fridge, and stove and sofa and every week or every month, 
they line up by the cashier with $100 to pay—because the other day I had to buy a 
dryer, myself—and when I went to Standards in San Fernando to buy this dryer, I 
looked at a line by the cashier. I said what is that? Residents of NHA and HDC 
buildings were all lining up to pay $100 every week for their furniture because 
they have to provide that. It might be interesting to know from these stores the 
ratio, the payment data and so on. But the Prime Minister has decided to put 
$15,000 on the mortgage of the house owner so they can buy their furniture and 
so on, so less money for furniture, more money for alcohol and tobacco. 

Mr. Valley: Not furniture, appliances.  

Dr. R. Moonilal: For appliances and furniture. [Interruption] Not for furniture? 

Mr. Manning: No. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Only for appliances? 

Mr. Manning: Yes. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: And you did not make an error in the budget on that as well. 
The point I am making, only, is the purchasing power, when you have it in your 
hands, unless you change culture and develop habits of saving and so on then this 
measure will be a complete waste of time. 

Mr. Speaker, there are others on this side I am sure, grinding, to contribute to 
this debate and many who would have been at the starting line for a long time, 
waiting to get off to debate some of these measures, will be waiting. I just want to 
end by quickly repeating and summarizing to tell the Minister in his winding up 
address, whether he would consider and speak, certainly, to the issue of whether 
or not this measure has any positive, negative or indifferent impact on our trade 
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relations within the Caricom; whether Caricom partners and their institutions have 
raised concerns with the Trinidad and Tobago Government on this matter. 

We also would like the Minister to provide us with the data that he has in his 
possession I am sure, of the impact of this taxation on the lessening of demand for 
these products. I am sure the Minister would have done his homework, I am sure 
he would be equipped with data and I am sure he would have all the studies 
telling him that as he increases tax by 15 per cent on intra-regional products, 
tobacco and alcohol, there will be a subsequent percentage of decrease. If he does 
not have that, and I doubt very much that the Member will tell us he does not have 
that, he will be able to tell us whether or not this will have any impact at all. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you. 

Mr. Winston Dookeran (St. Augustine): [Desk thumping] Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and I thank all Members of the House for such a warm welcome to be 
speaking here today. [Desk thumping]  

Since the last occasion I have been speaking to the Hansard of the people of 
this country, so I welcome the opportunity once more to speak to the Hansard of 
the Parliament. [Desk thumping]  

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Hansard of the people. 

Mr. Imbert: Having a parliamentary record by definition. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to abuse this Parliament in 
any way— 

Dr. Rowley: Again! 

Mr. W. Dookeran:—and I will try to restrict my comments to the matters 
before us. And I have all intentions of focusing on the very narrow issues that are 
before us, in the Motion that is now before us: “The Provisional Collection of 
Taxes Order, 2006”. [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker, I listened, very carefully, to the Minister as he presented this 
Motion and he made three arguments in support of it. 

He first said that this was to confirm the Executive’s commitment to account 
to the Legislature. He went on to say, that this Motion was required to be passed 
today because there is a requirement that it had to be passed by a certain date, 
notwithstanding, the authority to enact the specific tax at the time of the budget. 
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I did not quite understand what he meant, therefore, when he said that this was 
a confirmation of the Executive’s accountability to Parliament, because that is not 
really what accountability is all about.  

Accountability, Mr. Speaker, will, in fact, require the Executive to account to 
this Parliament for the wrongful interference of the Prime Minister in the justice 
system of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping] That is what accountability is 
all about and merely to indicate that he is meeting a specific time frame, is to 
misunderstand what really, accountability to Parliament is all about. I will, in due 
course, speak more about that issue. 

The second point that the Minister raised, he said that this Bill was in 
preparation of the society for 2020. Mr. Speaker, I reflected on that; are we 
preparing for a time 2020? Then I remembered the Minister of National Security, 
earlier this week, saying that he is sure that the murder numbers will not exceed 
400 this year. Then I said, I wonder if this is 2020, or 20x20 will in fact make up 
400. [Desk thumping] Is that the kind of 2020, and are we preparing for that? Is 
that how we account to the people? 

The third argument, Mr. Speaker, and perhaps, the most significant one, is 
when the Minister said that, and I want to quote it very carefully: 

“The people ought not to be a burden on the State.”  

And that is one of the reasons for introducing this measure.  

I want to ask the question: Is the relevant question today the people being a 
burden on the State, or is the relevant question the Government now a burden on 
the people of Trinidad and Tobago? [Desk thumping]  That, to me is the most 
relevant question. 

Dr. Rowley: Very deep, very profound. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: It is in that context, Mr. Speaker, that I will look at some 
of the implications of that statement, in a narrow context, not in the wider context; 
my colleagues will be prepared to speak on different aspects. 

Dr. Rowley: Who is talking on what; you gave instructions? 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, I would like to look at this issue of the 
Government now being a burden on the people, [Interruption] and there are many 
areas in which today the Government is, in fact a burden unto the people of our 
country. [Interruption] They are a burden by the way in which they manage the 
economic situation. [Interruption]  
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They are a burden on the people of this country, by the way in which they 
manage the health situation— 

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.  

Mr. W. Dookeran: They are a burden unto the people—  

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order! [Crosstalk]  

Hon. Member: Sit down! 

Mr. Speaker: Order, Member, please. There is a point of order. Yes. 

Mr. Imbert: Standing Order 36(1), the Member is not being relevant. [Desk 
thumping] [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. [Crosstalk] Order! Order! 

Hon. Members on both sides of the House, let me tell you something, there is 
a saying: “What you miss on the swings you cannot expect to establish on the 
roundabouts.” Now, the Member said in his opening address that he will be 
relevant. I am giving you a little latitude—little. Now you are bordering on being 
irrelevant. You have to confine your remarks to— [Interruption] 

Order please! [Interruption] 

Hon. Member: Order! Order! 

Mr. Speaker: You must understand the context in which the statement was 
made. [Interruption] 

Order, Member for Barataria/San Juan. You have to confine your arguments, 
basically, to the taxes, and we are dealing here with the Order, it is cigarettes, 
tobacco and alcohol. The Member for Oropouche did a fine job and I would ask 
you, please, in your contribution to concentrate your argument based around the 
taxes on tobacco and alcohol. 

May I say, Members on the Government side, Standing Order 36(1) also 
applies to you. [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Imbert: Stay on rum and cigarette, if you move from rum and 
cigarettes— 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, your comments have made me wonder. The 
Minister—I will comply as far as it is possible, in terms of your concept of 
relevance. 
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Mrs. Robinson-Regis: “A-A!” 

Dr. Rowley: But who is the Speaker? [Crosstalk] 

Mr. W. Dookeran:—but, who will determine relevance, Mr. Speaker? 
[Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Member, please? 

[Mr. Dookeran sits] 

It is the Speaker who determines that. [Laughter] 

Hon. Members: So he does not know that; but he knows that! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: And that is precisely what I said, in the context of your 
perception of relevance. But, Mr. Speaker, what we have—  

Hon. Member: Give this man a “half”. 

Mr. W. Dookeran:—is a statement made by the Minister, that the people 
ought not to be a burden on the State. 

Hon. Member: He said that! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: That is a statement that he has made and I am sure it is 
recorded in the Hansard, because I wrote it down. [Interruption] 

3.15 p.m. 

I am saying that the question that he should ask is whether the Government 
must be a burden on the people?  Now, I was about to merely ask the Member for 
Diego Martin West, whether or not, by the way in which he has not discharged his 
duty in developing a proper transportation system in  this country, was he not 
being a burden on the people of this country. [Desk thumping]  Am I not relevant, 
Mr. Speaker?  

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, point of order. Point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
Standing Order 36(1), the transport system has nothing to do with alcohol and 
tobacco. He is being irrelevant. 

Mr. Speaker: Order please!  Order please!  Hon. Members, I am warning 
each and every one of you to be careful this afternoon. Please continue. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, I will come back to this issue, but I want to 
deal with the issue of the burden of the Government on the people. I believe the 
matter was raised by the Minister and I am relevant and legitimate in responding 
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to it. [Desk thumping] And if I cannot respond to the Minister in the statement that 
he has made, I do not understand how the hon. Member for Diego Martin West 
could object to my talking about relevance, when I am simply responding to the 
statement.  

Mr. Speaker, this provision, in fact, is not a revenue earning provision. I 
believe it was the Member for Oropouche thinking aloud, wanting to know what 
were in fact the budgetary implications; and the budgetary implications are rather 
minimal. In fact, what we have is a revenue, that was earned on this measure, 
prior to it being increased, was simply $.271 billion and with this measure, it is 
going to be $.277 billion. So I agree, there is not in fact, a significant budgetary or 
revenue reliance on this measure. But the Minister said that he wanted to ensure 
that people put money aside to take care of their medical expenses, that is another 
quote. He wanted to put money aside to take care of their medical expenses. I 
presume, if we were to argue that, we would be talking about establishing a 
measure which will allow people to put money aside to take care of their medical 
expenses and therefore, we could be talking about a National Health Insurance 
Programme. [Desk thumping]   

Now, if that is in fact so, then it must be relevant to ask the Minister of Health 
why it is that after all these years and after all the sufferings that are taking place, 
in people not being able to have the money put aside to take care of their medical 
expenses, that to date this Government has not introduced a single institutional 
measure to make that happen in Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping] What they 
have done instead is increased the prices of beer, alcohol and rum and they say, 
that is the answer to making people put money aside to take care of their medical 
expenses. [Desk thumping] That is the absurdity of the measures and the 
arguments that have been put forward.  

Mr. Speaker: Order please! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, I am repeating what the Minister said, and 
he said that he wanted to put aside some money to take care of medical expenses 
and I am suggesting to him as a Member of this House, as someone who is 
interested in correct public policy, that he has to put aside money to take care of 
medical expenses by having a proper medical insurance programme in the 
country. [Desk thumping] That is what I am saying. I do not know if that is not 
relevant or it is that I am not relevant?  [Laughter] Is it that I have suddenly 
become the problem in this country?  [Desk thumping]  Is it that every word I 
utter is now irritating the Government, because it is the word that the people in the 
country are willing to listen to, that they are getting irritated? Is that the 
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reason they make these spurious points of objections when I speak; and why the 
Prime Minister had denied me to ask even questions during his winding up? I 
would say no more, but I shall address my remarks to the Hansard of the people 
and if I have to leave this Parliament earlier today, it is because I will be going, 
just as the Member for Diego Martin Central said that he was inviting us to a 
Divali function in Patna, I shall invite him to my meeting tonight in Laventille 
Hill in Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk thumping]  

We shall speak to the Hansard of the people because it is there the power 
resides in Trinidad and Tobago. And if the Minister of Works and Transport 
wants to stop me from speaking; and if the Prime Minister wants to prevent me 
from speaking; and if the Leader of Government Business wants to stop me from 
speaking by having rules they say, rules that everybody knows must be 
[Crosstalk] —Mr. Speaker, can I speak or can I not speak in this Parliament?  

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I would ask you to temper your reactions. 
Temper your reactions please, let the hon. Member have his day, please. 
[Laughter]  

Mr. W. Dookeran: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was on the issue—if I can get 
in some public policy matters—of putting money aside to take care of medical 
expenses, and by inference to take care of poor people. But one of the critical 
areas in which we can in fact, deal with that, is in how we deal with providing 
protection for the elderly in our country, and more specifically, the pensioners in 
our country. Now we are facing a situation where we are finding that our entire 
pension system is no longer allowing us to take care of our people; to providing 
the necessary money that we must put aside to take care of our people. I am going 
on that phrase. “Taking care of our people”. And you now have an underfunded 
pension programme in the public sector. You have now a situation where the 
private sector has lost the ability to create pension surpluses which will affect the 
people by virtue of Government measures. 

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, 36(1). 

Mr. Speaker: Please. I did tell the hon. Member for St. Augustine, I did hear 
the hon. Member for Diego Martin use the phrase, but you must understand the 
context and I do think you are a week too late, but please. Wait, hon. Member, yes 
you can make it en passant; there is nothing wrong with that. The Member for 
Oropouche did that today to a fine order. So, I will again call upon the Member 
for St. Augustine. 
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Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, I am merely responding to what the hon. 
Minister said in his contribution and I repeat, I am trying to suggest to the 
Government, that if they want to get people to put aside money, to take care of 
their future, health and otherwise, there are more substantial things for which they 
should be accountable. I am not going to deal with it in great detail, but to point 
out and put on the agenda, an agenda of public policy that we have a crisis 
emerging on this issue; an underfunded pension programme for the public sector.  

The labour leaders have been calling for the funds to be put aside for the 
Caroni pension plan which remains one of the worst in the country, and recently, 
we have had the situation where pension investment could not take place in the 
manner in which it was taking place, because of the act on the part of the 
Government and surpluses are now falling. Therefore, we need to understand the 
impending crises that would come about when our older people, our aged people, 
people of my age and onwards will not have the security in this country to feel 
that we can have a proper pension. The Government's response in terms of old age 
pension is one that itself requires some kind of— 

Mr. Manning: What are you talking about? 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I am talking about what you said; I am talking about 
putting aside money to take care of the people.  

Mr. Valley: You are talking nonsense! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Now, the Minister says that is nonsense, my friends. If 
talking about putting aside money— 

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.  

Mr. Speaker: Can I have the Standing Order? 

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, 36(1), the Member is being irrelevant to the matter 
before us. 

Mr. Speaker: Now, please, again, I am appealing to you again. You are 
bordering, you are being irrelevant, please come back. You have to confine 
yourself to the Order before us and you can base your arguments around that, but 
I think you are in fact straying. Please continue.  

Mr. W. Dookeran: I want to tell my hon. friend, have no fear of what I am 
saying, all that I am saying is to protect the interest of the people of Trinidad and 
Tobago. [Desk thumping]  That is all I am saying and if they want to use this 
argument of imposing additional excise duties on alcohol and tobacco as an 
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argument based on putting aside money and ensuring that the people ought not to 
be a burden on the State, I am showing how the very thesis that they are 
proposing cannot be affected by that very measure they are proposing. That is 
what I am saying and I do not understand how that could be irrelevant.  

If I wanted to speak on the budget, I can do so and I would not do so today, 
because the people have already read the budget, they have already dismissed the 
budget and they have already understood what the message has been on that issue. 
[Desk thumping]  I am just responding to the very narrow interest that has been 
expressed by the Minister when he spoke today and that is why I raised the issue 
about accountability. That is why I raised the issue about being prepared for 2020, 
and that is why now I am raising the issue with respect to the ability of the State 
to provide for the people of this country. If those three issues are not relevant, Mr. 
Speaker, then something is highly irrelevant about this entire Parliament of 
Trinidad and Tobago.  

3.30 p.m. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, the measures before us cannot achieve the 
objectives which the Minister claims they would. It cannot achieve the objectives. 

Mr. Valley: What were the objectives that I said?   

Mr. W. Dookeran: Do you want me to go over the argument?  Do you want 
me to get you to stand once more and say that it not relevant?  Do you want the 
hon. Speaker to not know exactly whether he is on that side or this side or both 
sides? [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker: Please, take your seat. You are being very dangerous there, so I 
am warning you, the Speaker is independent; I can assure you of that. You 
yourself know that; so be careful. Do not bring the Speaker into your argument at 
all. [Desk thumping] [Crosstalk] 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I will abide by your request, but they are telling me that I 
am irrelevant.  

Mr. Speaker: The only person who can tell you that is me. 

Mr. Valley: He told you that and so says all of us. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I do not know if they want me to restrict myself to the 
numbers. 

Mr. Valley: Deal with the Motion before the House.  
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Mr. W. Dookeran: I am talking on the issue that the measures cannot achieve 
the goals that were outlined. I am trying to put the case for what the measures are 
that could achieve the goals outlined; the goals of accountability; the goals of 
preparing for 2020 and the goals of ensuring that the people will not be a burden 
on the State. I am suggesting how these objectives can be achieved in a proper 
way. It seems to me that the view is that it is not legitimate. I really do not know 
what is legitimate to talk about in these circumstances. 

Dr. Rowley: Then sit down! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I want to assure hon. Members that they must not be 
afraid. They must not be concerned about facing up to account to this Parliament 
on issues of public policy. They must not be afraid when one raises these issues in 
the House, to try to stop him from speaking. I have reached a stage that I really 
wonder what I am supposed to be saying to be relevant, because if you are saying 
I cannot—[Interruption]  

Hon. Members: Then sit down! 

Mr. Valley: Until you find out, keep your seat. 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:  If you do not know what to say, sit down. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I know exactly what to say. It is you who are telling me 
not to say what I would like to say. [Desk thumping] What I am saying is in 
response to the arguments in support of the measures; that is all I am saying.  

Dr. Rowley: You are making a fool of yourself; sit down.  

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: You will be irrelevant permanently just now! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: These measures are meant to change lifestyles; this is 
what was implied, so that people would spend less money on alcohol and tobacco. 
You will reduce the demand for it and, by so doing, reduce the cost that the 
Treasury has to bear for medical expenses. [Crosstalk] I am saying that logic is 
illogical. [Desk thumping] It will not happen. 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Caroni East, you are trying your best. 

Mr. W. Dookeran: If it is symbolic, say that it is symbolic in the context of 
some larger moral agenda, but do not articulate it as a revenue measure in the 
budget; do not come to that argument. If the Minister wanted to say, "Well, we 
want to introduce a new moral code and we have now introduced this measure as 
a symbolic measure to perpetuate that moral code," then the debate would have 
been different, as to whether or not it is the Government's right to introduce a 
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moral code or the Government's right to allow freedom of choice. If that was the 
argument, that would have been debated. [Interruption] 

Hon. Members: Preacher man Patrick! 

Mr. W. Dookeran: I do not know if that was the argument. I did not take 
them up on that argument, because when the hon. Minister spoke, he did not raise 
those issues. I responded and I looked very carefully on the issues that he raised in 
terms of how he promoted this measure. Therefore, if we want to protect the 
people by providing the necessary money which they can save in order to take 
care of themselves, there are other ways to do it. We would like to hear how and 
why it is not happening. That is all I am asking. How and why are these things not 
happening?   

The measure is infinitely small in revenue terms, I already pointed that out. I 
can put it in a wider context, but then I am afraid they would say that too is 
irrelevant. What I would have to do is to continue my dialogue with the people; to 
continue to explain our views, our perspectives and our vision for the society of 
the future. What I will have to do, Mr. Speaker—[Interruption] 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis:—is listen to the Member for Caroni East for 
instructions.  

Mr. W. Dookeran:—is to continue to develop our ideas as to how we could 
tackle the problems, for the people to take care of themselves and for the State not 
to find itself being a burden and for the Government not to be a burden on the 
people. 

In so doing, in this weekend of Eid and Divali, we bring to our people here 
today hope; the hope that the next Divali and the next Eid would be a happier one 
for this Parliament. I take this opportunity to express to all members of our 
national community: members of the Hindu community, members of the Muslim 
community, let us make this weekend one of deep reflection. Let us make this 
weekend one in which we can look ahead so that we can put into place what we 
want to do to make this country one in which we can all feel a sense of love, a 
sense of togetherness, a sense of hope and a sense of vision.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member for Tabaquite. 

Hon. Members: Oh gosh!  [Crosstalk] 

Dr. Moonilal: Let them have it Adesh! 
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Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Dr. Adesh Nanan (Tabaquite): Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a contribution on 
the Motion before this House. 

Mr. Imbert: Earthquake! 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, I have a lot to say, would you get the Members 
to be quiet, please. [Laughter] [Crosstalk] I will be relevant, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member, before you continue. I am appealing to the 
Government Benches; I would like to hear the Member for Tabaquite. The 
Hansard reporter would also like to hear the Member for Tabaquite and, perhaps, 
the country, so, please. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, if there is any variation of taxes, we have to 
come to the Parliament. This afternoon, what we are doing here, whether it is a 
revenue raising measure or not, is directly involved in revenue, and that is the 
point. Whether you vary a tax by 1 per cent or 2 per cent or 3 per cent, you still 
have a revenue raising measure.  

Mr. Manning: So you are going to talk about all the revenues? 

Dr. A. Nanan: No, I am giving you a perspective. Whether you like it or not, 
you are going to have revenue being collected by this variation of the taxes. You 
are going to see revenue going into the national budget, into the Consolidated 
Fund, to pay salaries and wages and, basically, as the Member for Diego Martin 
West pointed out, for public service. This is what the Provisional Collection of 
Taxes Order would do. Whether they like it or not—and they came here to restrict 
us—they will see that the debate can be open in that direction and I will show 
them that.  

Mr. Manning: Let us see it. [Crosstalk]  

Dr. A. Nanan: This revenue coming into the Consolidated Fund will be going 
to pay the wages of teachers. It is a revenue raising measure. They cannot 
disagree with that. [Crosstalk] I am not dealing with teachers’ wages. [Laughter] I 
am just showing you. [Laughter]  What I am dealing with is the tardiness of the 
Government in the school building programme.  

Hon. Members: No, no, no, no; "doh come with dat." 

Dr. A. Nanan: I will show you.  

Dr. Rowley: I will not object. 
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Dr. A. Nanan: I know you will not object, because it is true; you did that. I 
know that. [Laughter] [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker, I enter the debate to point out to the Member for San Fernando 
East that I was very disappointed in a document that he presented to the House, 
which was the highlights of achievements of the PNM Government. I want to point 
out to you Prime Minister that you probably did not read the document, but it is 
important to understand, that when you put things in a document—[Interruption]  

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 36(1); that matter is entirely 
irrelevant to alcohol and tobacco.  

Dr. Moonilal: "Allyuh want to go and drink after?" [Crosstalk] [Interruption] 

Dr. A. Nanan: I have some latitude.  

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, all I can say is that I was not in a coma for the 
last week, so forget last week. We are here this week. Do not talk about last week; 
talk about this week. [Crosstalk] 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, I am dealing with rum. I am dealing with the 
measure. The measure is dealing with importation; whether we are dealing with 
rum, vodka and, as the Member said, Baileys, we are still varying a tax and we are 
having revenue; like it or not. We are also dealing with Malta and nonalcoholic 
wines.  

When the Government stated that the UNC had built cow pens in this country 
for early childhood care education centres—[Interruption]  

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, Stand Order 36(1). 

Dr. Moonilal: Why do you not stay standing?  

Mr. Speaker: I am giving the Member a little time to develop the point; rest 
assured. Let him develop the point. 

Dr. Moonilal: "Why yuh doh go and build a bridge somewhere?"  

Dr. A. Nanan: That is a statement in the document. I know you read that 
document already, Mr. Speaker. If you look at the landscape of this country, you 
would see that the early childhood care education centres that were built, had the 
approval of the World Bank. In that context, dealing with revenue raising 
measures, the alcohol and cigarettes measure we have before us is one aspect of 
revenue in respect of the payment of salaries and wages for teachers at the early 
childhood care and education centres.  
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Mr. Imbert: You are straying.  

Dr. A. Nanan: I am not straying. The Speaker gave me some latitude.  

The other area that I want to deal with is the tourism sector.  

Hon. Members: "Oh goood!" 

Mr. Manning: We are not saying anything. 

Dr. A. Nanan: No, you cannot say anything, because as the Member for 
Oropouche pointed out with respect to the increase in cigarettes and alcohol, 
especially in Tobago—there is no waste water project in Tobago.  [Crosstalk] 
[Interruption] 

Mr. Imbert: Waste water?  How you reach there?  There is no alcohol in 
waste water. 

Dr. A. Nanan: The Government has been very tardy with respect to a waste 
water project in Tobago. Now it comes with this measure that would be directly 
affecting the hotel industry in Tobago, with respect to the increase in the price of 
alcohol and cigarettes. They are sending a signal that they want to improve the 
tourism sector and now we are seeing this increase that would have a deleterious 
effect on tourism in Tobago. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another area in this particular measure. We heard about 
cigarettes, tobacco and wine. Did the Prime Minister consider that wine, in small 
quantities, has a beneficial effect? 

Mr. Valley: What about in large quantities?   

3.45 p.m. 
Dr. A. Nanan: I see that I am on the right track now because they are very 

quiet. Wine in small quantities— 

Mr. Valley: What about large quantities? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, I am speaking to you. Research has shown that 
especially wine in small quantities has a very beneficial effect on the circulatory 
system. In France, as the Member pointed out here, the number of heart attacks is 
on the decrease. 

Mr. Manning: How does it affect the uric acid content?   

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, if you give me injury time I will answer that 
question. But out of courtesy I will answer the question. You see, the Prime 
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Minister does not understand that uric acid is definitely different when we are 
dealing with the circulatory system. Uric acid has to do with gout and in large 
quantities it creates a dangerous situation in the kidneys. We are dealing with the 
circulatory system, dealing with the heart. [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker: Let me give you some advice. Do not let anybody on the 
Government side provoke you into being irrelevant. [Laughter] 

Dr. A. Nanan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your concern. As I was saying 
before, I see here that the order speaks to sparkling wines, including champagne 
and other wines of the juice of grapes. With respect to wine and grapes, you said 
you saw the news a week ago and the news today, but you would have seen, with 
respect to grapes—I do not know how many of them are aware—that black 
widow spider feeds on grapes and the Member for Arouca North needs to be 
conversant with that particular situation, because the black widow spider is a 
deadly spider. If that particular spider enters the country via grapes or somebody 
in this country unsuspectingly— 

Mr. Imbert: You are straying. 
Dr. A. Nanan: I am not straying. I am dealing with wines and grapes because 

we have on the Order other wines of the juice of grapes. So I just want to point 
that out, because that particular situation developed in another country and it can 
happen here.  

I opened with my analysis of the situation with respect to the variation of 
taxes and the introduction of revenue into the consolidated fund. I saw on the 
order—and I would like to ask the Member for Diego Martin Central if he would 
clear it up—with respect to undenatured ethyl alcohol of an alcoholic strength of 
less than 80 per cent by volume. Then you had: “Ethyl alcohol and other spirits, 
denatured, of any strength.” Also you have “Whiskies: In bottles of a strength not 
exceeding 46% vol.” The Member for Diego Martin Central, in his presentation 
with respect to this particular Order, needed to state quite clearly what the relevance of 
the percentage is in terms of the amount of alcohol. 

We are dealing with undenatured ethyl alcohol. I do not know if they understand 
the difference between denatured and undenatured. You have a situation here 
where the percentage is what is being considered with respect to the rate of duty, 
but there are other common products that are available. If the Prime Minister is 
really dealing with a moral issue—as he says he is—is he aware that many people 
drink bay rum in this country? The percentage of alcohol in an ordinary benadryl 
elixir preparation is very high. I do not know if the Prime Minister is aware of 
that. 
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Mrs. Robinson-Regis: Should we tax it? 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am just pointing out that the Prime Minister is dealing with a 
moral aspect in terms of the taxes on alcohol but there are other areas that are still 
available to any person, for example, bay rum. They mentioned limacol. I do not 
know in terms of limacol, but bay rum I am sure about. There are other over-the-
counter preparations that contain a high percentage of alcohol, especially in the 
pharmaceutical environment.  

Dr. Rowley: Cough medicine.  

Dr. A. Nanan: That is correct. A lot of the elixirs that they sell over the 
counter are made up of a high percentage of alcohol, and it is a fact that in many 
pediatric mixtures that they are now limiting the amount of alcohol. 

Dr. Rafeeq: Gripe water. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Exactly. Gripe water has a certain percentage of alcohol. That 
is the basis. When you look at a situation and you are dealing with alcohol across 
the board, you need to consider—the Minister of Health should have advised the 
Prime Minister with respect to the alcohol in elixirs in pharmacies. I do not know 
if the Minister of Health is on his way out so he is not bothering anymore to deal 
with matters of State.  

So you have that alcoholic content in these pediatric preparations that Food 
and Drugs needs to look at very carefully, because it can have a very harmful 
effect. That is why rubbing alcohol—[Crosstalk] I am showing the difference 
between rubbing alcohol and the one that you drink, and I hope the Member for 
Diego Martin West would listen because he might learn something. 

Dr. Rowley: It is not covered by the Bill; alcoholic beverages. 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am showing that when you use rubbing alcohol on the skin, it 
has been a rubefacient property. 

Mr. Imbert: A what? 

Dr. A. Nanan: If you rub alcohol on your skin [Interruption] Member for 
Diego Martin West, you will have your turn to speak, and you should deal with 
the golf course in Chaguaramas that I will come with later.  

The rubefacient properties of alcohol—rubbing alcohol, when you rub it on 
your skin, you have the dilation of the capilliaries and you have a lot of heat lost. 
That is why it is used for arthritis. When you drink alcohol, as the Bill talks about, 
and the increase in the price now of alcohol, based on this particular Order, it 
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operates differently in the system. I do not know if the Prime Minister, in 
considering his moral values, deliberated on the alcohol consumption by women 
as well as men. 

Mr. Imbert: What? 

Dr. A. Nanan: It has to do that. If women are consuming alcohol and men are 
consuming alcohol, and you have a situation where the enzymes to deal with the 
particular alcohol breakdown is higher in women— 

Mrs. Robinson-Regis: What rubbing alcohol has to do with it? 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am proceeding on that trend. You are seeing now that with 
respect to the gender situation, that more women could tolerate alcohol better than 
men because of this particular enzyme that breaks down— 

Dr. Rowley: Where you get that from? 

Dr. A. Nanan: That is why you cannot tolerate alcohol as much as your wife, 
probably, Member for Diego Martin West. 

Hon. Member: What? 

Mr. Speaker: I warned you earlier on. Do not be provoked. Please get back to 
the Order. You are straying a bit. 

Mr. Imbert: He was never there. 

Dr. A. Nanan: I withdraw that statement. I am showing the consumption 
patterns of alcohol in this country. If you are going to tax alcohol and say it is 
because of the breakdown in family life and situations with respect to children 
and those areas, you have to consider this particular factor which is an important 
factor in terms of alcohol in the society.  

With respect to the cigarettes and tobacco, as stated in the Order, we are 
seeing a 15 per cent across the board, whether it is from foreign countries or 
within the Caricom. We have to deal with nicotine, too. You may have a situation 
here where this measure alone introduces a new dimension in cigarettes in this 
country. This prohibitive measure that the Prime Minister brings here, can have 
another effect. People chew tobacco. We could have another situation developing 
here. [Crostalk] Besides smoking cigarettes, you end up with chewing tobacco. So 
we have to be very careful in terms of what signals we are sending, whether it is 
Cuban cigars that the Members opposite will be able to smoke, or the 555, Du 
Maurier, and the higher brands. 
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So you have that situation developing of a new trade. This measure can 
introduce bootlegging in the country. You will have a situation in the rural 
communities where you have a lot of bush rum coming back into the country. Let 
me explain something to you about bush rum, and it is relevant here because in 
bush rum you have a higher content of methanol rather than ethanol. This Order 
speaks about ethyl alcohol and we are dealing with a situation of methyl alcohol 
and ethyl alcohol in bush rum. 

Mr. Manning: Why is there a higher percentage? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Because of the procedure, the distillation and everything. You 
will have these improper stills being developed in the rural communities and you 
will have people going blind because the more methyl alcohol people consume, 
will lead to blindness— 

Dr. Moonilal: And sleepiness. 

Dr. A. Nanan: These are relevant issues, and the Order deals with ethyl 
alcohol. [Interruption]  

Mr. Speaker: Do not be distracted. 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am not distracted. I am saying that this measure can 
introduce large quantities of bush rum production and large quantities of bush rum 
production would put more strain on the police service, because more resources 
will have to be put towards dealing with this new kind of crime that will be 
developing.  

4.00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, I warn the Prime Minister that we are coming to Christmas, and 
around that time we see a flourishing of bush rum.  

Mr. Valley: Especially in Tabaquite. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, although I represent a rural constituency, I want 
the Member for Diego Martin Central to withdraw that statement. He should 
apologize to the people in Tabaquite for that statement. 

Mr. Valley: Do they not drink bush rum? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, there is something called the reflex action and 
when you touch that point you trigger an action, a knee-jerk reflex, and that is 
what happens on that side. 
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That particular issue would cause a very dangerous situation to develop. You 
will have these incomplete stills throughout Trinidad and Tobago and you will 
have the production of methyl alcohol in large quantities. You may have a small 
percentage of ethyl alcohol, but that is why I made the point on the Order, 
initially, about the percentage of ethyl alcohol and the breakdown on the Order 
with respect to the various areas. 

When I talked about the 80 per cent of undenatured ethyl alcohol and the other 
percentages, of course, everyone knows that champagne has a very small 
percentage of alcohol, but if you consume large amounts of champagne you are 
going to get intoxicated. [Interruption] I am so disturbed, Mr. Prime Minister, I 
would not even use your word. I will use it in another debate but not in this one, 
because I do not want it to go into the Hansard. We are dealing with the 
percentages—this is what the Order speaks about. All around this Order is talking 
about 46 per cent and 80 per cent. What percentage are we going to see in the 
bush rum? It is going to be a very small per cent of ethyl alcohol and a large 
percentage of methyl alcohol that will lead to blindness. The Minister of Health 
needs to pay attention now, because the entire youth population will be—
[Crosstalk]—more resources will have to come from the Ministry of Health. Mr. 
Speaker, instead of this becoming a non-revenue raising measure, we will see in 
the next budget of the Prime Minister, this will become a revenue-raising 
measure.  

It has an effect and it will also introduce contraband whisky into this country. 
Smuggling will become the norm in this country. We will see a situation where 
more resources from the Ministry of National Security will be required to deal 
with smuggling of whiskey. The more resources that go to the Ministry of 
National Security, the people of Tabaquite will suffer because they will not get 
the Gasparillo Police Station they were promised and which was never delivered. 
[Desk thumping] 

Mr. Speaker, you will have that situation developing of smuggling of 
contraband whisky. I do not wish that to happen, because we are going to see in 
this country that the majority of our citizens, with respect to health care in this 
country, which is already so bad, that the Ministry of Health will have to have 
more resources to deal with this new crime of smuggling in large proportions. 

With respect to the situation of smuggling and contraband whisky, we have 
seen, already, charges being laid for large stashes/amounts of contraband whisky 
before this measure came out. With this measure now, we will see it intensified as 
we come to the Christmas season.  
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There is an event taking place within Caricom next year which is the Cricket 
World Cup. Of course they failed in terms of the Cricket World Cup and the Brian 
Lara Stadium, but we can see that same methyl alcohol permeating the Caricom 
from Trinidad and Tobago, because of the Prime Minister’s measure. We would 
have an export of our bush rum.  

We have a situation in this country where we are having problems with an 
aluminium smelter plant—this is just en passant, Mr. Speaker—and we have 
already pointed out the dangers of that particular smelter. Now we are dealing 
with a situation of carcinogens in the atmosphere. These carcinogens are 
emanating from cigars—there is no question about that—or secondary smoke 
from cigarettes. But they are all carcinogens whether they come from the 
aluminium smelter or from a cigar.  

Dr. Rowley: What is the point? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, I will speak to you, because it is quite clear that 
the Member for Diego Martin West does not care about the youth in the country. 
He does not care whether the youth in this country are being threatened by bush 
rum; whether we are going to have a smuggling racket developing; all he cares 
about is playing golf in Chaguaramas on Government time. I withdraw that 
statement. I honestly withdraw that statement. 

The Prime Minister looks concerned; he seems to care. The Member for 
Diego Martin Central is very attentive because it can affect the Caricom market. 
This measure can affect the manufacturing sector directly and indirectly. It is 
quite clear that if you have this infiltration of contraband whisky or you have this 
flourishing of bush rum stills throughout Trinidad and Tobago; the manufacturing 
sector will lose its market. The manufacturing sector can be threatened and in so 
doing the Government has put no buttress to help that sector in this situation.  

We have seen, over this particular budget situation, an increase in the inflation 
rate and the Government knows that it has to go forward to negotiate for labour 
contracts. These labour contracts that have to be renegotiated will directly affect 
the manufacturing sector and the manufacturing sector will lose the Caricom 
market. That is the position we will have in the next two years. The 
manufacturing sector will be threatened by this particular measure: contraband 
whisky and bush rum flourishing. 

There are also other sectors that will be threatened. We could have a loss in 
revenue because more people are going to get involved in this smuggling racket 
and this bush rum situation will become extremely unhealthy. There will be a 
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decrease in productivity at all levels in this country. There will be a decrease in 
productivity by the workers themselves and it would be no fault of the worker. It 
will be because of the punitive measure of the Prime Minister. This particular 
measure can have serious effects. Yes, you want to deal with moral and spiritual 
values but you must consider certain serious issues. Alcohol is a drug; it can also 
be used for medicinal purposes. When we are dealing with that particular issue 
and we are seeing a bottle of sparkling wine would cost $35 now, or $25 in the 
supermarket, or Vodka at $200 or $300 a bottle, what are you doing?  You are 
having an effect in one area and another in another area. There is no planning by 
that Government. That was just a vaille que vaille approach by the Prime Minister 
to win some votes. That is the approach of the Prime Minister in every sector.  

There is a situation now, where there is this same vaille que vaille approach, 
and everything is off the front burner except this. Everything in this country that 
needs to be considered is being forgotten and we are looking at a measure like 
this. We should be debating other issues here today. But I have no problem with 
debating this particular Provisional Collection of Taxes Excise Order because it 
gives the country an opportunity to see that in the last few days, when you were 
reading the budget documents, they had been hoodwinked by the Government.  

The Government has introduced these particular measures to have a total 
smoke and mirror situation developing. The Government has not been performing 
in every sector in this country! 

The Member for Diego Martin Central spoke about education and health. We 
have a Minister of Education, in the other place, who talked about things that 
never happened. The Prime Minister had to come and beg forgiveness in this 
particular House for the failure of the Minister of Education, and the Member for 
Diego Martin Central talked about education being priority No. 1—Vision 2020.  

He talked about health and they cannot get tablets in certain areas. The 
Member for Caroni Central pointed that out to the Minister of Health. Member for 
Diego Martin Central, you should be ashamed in terms of using those parameters 
when you were putting your particular point forward. 

There is another issue I will deal with in the context of this particular measure 
relating to the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, which deals with smoking 
in terms of a smoke-free environment.  

4.15 p.m. 
What measures are going to be in respect of the increase in the price of 

cigarettes? [Interruption] I would not go in that direction. I want to stay on this 
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particular issue because it is important. In other countries—but not this particular 
increase in cigarette and alcohol—with respect to reducing smoking, there are 
smoke-free environments where people are seen outside smoking and I know 
some members of the particular Government still have that particular request. 
Whether the price of a pack of cigarettes is going to be $5, $10, $15 or $20, or 
whether you have cigars going to be twice the price that it is normally paid for, 
there is still going to be that segment of the nation that would continue to 
purchase. Whether the cigarette is $10, $25, $30, nicotine is addictive and we are 
seeing no measure by the Minister of Health with respect to curbing cigarettes 
besides having marathon walks or family days, nothing. There are measures that 
the Minister of Health needs to introduce in this country—not drastic measures, I 
am dealing with medicinal situations here.  

Mr. Speaker, there are employee assistance programmes in many ministries. 
In fact, in all ministries there are employee assistance programmes that deal with 
persons who consume alcohol—addicts. There is money provided in ministries—
employee assistance, and if you look at a survey of the various ministries you 
would see that people use these services.  

An employee assistance programme will target both the alcohol addict as well 
as the nicotine addict, and nicotine, as well as being addictive, has a long-term 
effect. I do not know if the Minister of Health is aware in terms of the effects of 
nicotine—I will not go into that in the House today. I will not deal with the effects 
of nicotine and how it is broken down into the system. 

I want to deal with an issue with respect to nicotine and children. They are not 
aware but nicotine has a harmful effect on children. Whether the cigarettes on the 
excise order are going up from $10, $25, or $30 a pack, you still have that effect 
of the nicotine content that will be affecting these children. What measures are 
being introduced to prevent young children from purchasing cigarettes with 
respect to this particular situation?  If one drives around this country one will see 
a segment of the youth population who are smoking. Just by putting this particular 
increase, are you sending a signal to the youth to say that smoking—you are 
raising the price with respect to the moral values of smoking, but you are not 
sending a proper message to the youths. The Minister of Health needs to do that 
and the Member for St. Ann’s East, the Minister of Social Development, needs to 
get more involved with the Minister of Health in terms of the dangers of smoking.  

There is need for more education in this country because there are a number of 
shows on cable television or even on your own national television showing 
cigarette smoking as something of an attraction. It is the norm; it is the in-thing to 



290 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order  Friday, October 20, 2006 
[DR. NANAN] 

do. This particular measure would have some effect with respect to the purchasing 
of cigarettes but there could also be another spin-off where the youth are saying 
the Government is going to increase cigarettes but it is the norm. So where would 
the money come from?  

If the younger generation wants to smoke it would be a burden on the parents. 
The amount of income into the home, and if they have to fund a particular 
situation of a child becoming an addict you have less money within the household. 
There would be a situation of a competition now for the limited resources that are 
coming in and the limited resources are coming in because there is a large 
percentage of our population, what we call working poor, and you have in this 
country a number of farmers. The Member for Arouca North should be aware 
how difficult it is for a farmer in terms of farming. [Interruption] and going in the 
mid day sun.  

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s speaking time has expired. 
Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30 

minutes. [Hon. P. Manning] 
Question put and agreed to. 
Dr. A. Nanan: I thank the hon. Prime Minister for extending my time. I am 

dealing with that issue because it is important. The Member for Arouca North, 
with respect to the farmers; a farmer has a very difficult task and the point I am 
raising with respect to farming, one has to go out in the sun. One has to go early 
in the morning and spend the entire day on the farm making sure that—
[Interruption] I am glad you said that, Member for Arouca North, because I had 
the opportunity recently to go on a tractor with a farmer to view some agricultural 
access roads in my constituency. 

Mr. Imbert: Agricultural access roads are not relevant under Standing Order 
36(1).  

Mr. Speaker:  I do not think you are right this time.  

Dr. A. Nanan: I had the opportunity to tour the agricultural access roads and I 
wrote the Member for Arouca North with respect to the upgrade and I hope at this 
time that he will really see after this particular situation that they definitely need 
to upgrade the agricultural access roads, because the farmers have a very hard 
time, farmers in Bon Aventure, and I am sure that goes throughout the country. 
The Member for Laventille/East Morvant should not talk about smoking. I am 
dealing with farmers. The farmers in Bon Aventure make their living with respect 
to vegetable crops. [Crosstalk]  



291 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

Mr. Speaker: I thought you were talking about tobacco farmers.  

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, the reason I introduced that was because many of 
the cigarette smokers in this country are farmers. It is a stress reliever. These 
farmers, because of this particular taxes order, will have to pay more money for 
cigarettes.  

Mr. Narine: Do not bad talk my farmers. 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am not bad talking your farmers. I have pointed out the 
difficulty in farming. I showed it is a stress reliever and it is a fact.  Cigarettes can 
be a stress reliever. When you are dealing with the issue and you are saying with 
respect to morality—Prime Minister, if you are dealing with that issue you would 
have to address this particular section of the population, these people who use 
cigarettes as stress relievers, you have to provide agricultural access roads for the 
people. You have to upgrade the roads. People are under stress in this country; 
upgrade the roads. You have to build the intersection. Many people are stressed 
out on the highway.  

More smoking, and it is because of the failure of the Government, and this 
punitive measure would not have that effect. You need to build access roads, you 
need to fix the wooden bridges in Tabaquite and all the other areas and you need 
to build the schools that would educate the children. Teachers are under stress. 
There are situations in St. Michael’s Anglican in Princes Town where the noise in 
the classrooms affects the teachers. 

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, 36(1). I fail to see the relevance of this. 

Mr. Speaker: You must recall that the hon. Member for Tabaquite is both a 
dentist and a pharmacist. There may be a medical link to what he is saying.  

Dr. A. Nanan: I also want to point out with respect to cigarette smoking 
excessive use of nicotine affects the dental condition. [Interruption] The Member 
for Diego Martin West is a smart individual. If he only spends some more time in 
his office, this country would benefit. Nicotine stains the teeth. With respect to 
this particular situation if you examine the population you would see with respect 
to more people smoking because of stress, there would be a situation where there 
would be more staining of the enamel of the teeth. 

It is very difficult to remove nicotine stains. You cannot go in the supermarket 
and buy a tube of toothpaste and expect to remove nicotine stain. There is a 
particular technique to remove nicotine stains because after a period of time, 
whether you smoke one cigarette at the old price, one cigarette at the new price 
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you have the same effect. It is a deleterious effect on the enamel of the teeth 
because the nicotine would build up there. Nicotine not only has an effect with 
respect to the aesthetics, you have discoloured teeth but nicotine also acts as a 
kind of surface attraction for what we call in dentistry during the formation of 
calculus on the teeth surface.  

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the sitting of the House is suspended for tea 
and we will resume at 5.00 p.m. 

4.30 p.m.:  Sitting suspended.  

5.00 p.m.: Sitting resumed. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate the Leader of the Opposition on an excellent budget response and 
on her outfit in this time of Divali celebration. 

Before we took the tea break, I was discussing the deleterious effects of 
nicotine and the situation of it being a stress reliever. Nicotine has a staining 
effect on the enamel of the teeth and, during the tea break, I heard several 
solutions to get rid of nicotine stains, but from my experience, it is very difficult 
to remove it from the surface of the teeth. 

The situation with nicotine is that it has an attraction for other chemicals and 
in dentition you will find, along the lining of the gum, at the neck of tooth, a 
deposit of calculus, which is a build-up of debris on the tooth surface at the level 
of the gum. As the Member pointed out, it leads to gingivitis. 

This situation, with respect to the purchase of cigarettes, will be an increase of 
probably $1 per cigarette to $1.50, but in the context of the environment that we 
are facing now with respect to stress, we cannot leave our homes, we are afraid. 
When we do leave our homes and get into the transportation network, it is a 
nightmare. If we do manage to get past that particular event of getting to work, we 
are faced on a daily basis with horrendous crimes, crime reporting and murders. 

So, Mr. Speaker, in terms of dental health—and I am glad that the Minister of 
Health is here—because of the non-performance of the Government and the stress 
on the population; because of the poor governance that we experience and the 
high level of stress on citizens, especially with respect to dentistry, I want to 
recommend—they may say it is irrelevant—to the Minister of Health that he 
introduces, considers or asks his technical advisors to introduce sealants for the 
entire population of children. At six years, the permanent teeth will erupt and 
once they are sealed, there is a very low percentage of cavities in the long time.  



293 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

The relevance of this particular measure is that with the situation in the 
population of stress being relieved by cigarette smoking, at least there will be a 
beneficial effect from this programme so that cavities will be less, gingivitis will 
be less and periodontal health will be improved. 

Mr. Speaker, the more smoking you have in the country, the more there will 
be a situation of nicotine breath and halitosis. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member, you are beginning to stray wide of the mark 
now. Come back to the Bill. I know you are talking about nicotine and its effect 
on the teeth, but that is probably for a different debate. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, probably I went off on a tangent there, but that is 
because of my profession. I am sorry.  

There is another area that deals with cigarette smoking and the use of alcohol 
and it deals now with the number of our citizens who are going to be rehabilitated. 
Now we have dealt with a measure in terms of more people smoking, but if we 
are dealing with the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, there is a reduction in 
terms of the number of people drinking or smoking, there will be a situation 
where we will have recovering addicts. 

I do not know if the Government has made any allowance for such a situation. 
Whether they purchase alcohol in small or large quantities or whether they buy 
the cigarettes at $1 or $1.50, there will still be a situation  where people will be 
trying to recover and there will be various symptoms being displayed because 
now there will be a recovering population. There will be recovering addicts and 
this situation needs to be monitored very carefully.  

The Government needs to plan. I do not know if the Minister of Health and 
the Minister of Social Development have put programmes in place to deal with the 
situation of withdrawal symptoms by a number of people. Withdrawal symptoms can 
lead to nervous breakdowns. On the one hand, you will have family life being 
broken down, according to the Prime Minister, but there can also be delirium 
tremors and other problems from nicotine withdrawal.  

I make that point in reference to the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order 
because if the Order has the effect of nicotine withdrawal in the population, we 
need to prepare for such an event. Mr. Speaker, nicotine withdrawal needs to be 
phased. It is a phased process; it does not happen like that. People need to be 
gradually removed. It is just like you are dealing with withdrawal from drugs like 
heroin or morphine. You have to be gradually weaned and there is a programme 
in place to deal with this particular situation. So nicotine withdrawal is very important.  
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Mr. Speaker: [Inaudible] 

Dr. A. Nanan: I am dealing with the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order 
and the number of people who will purchase at the new price and I am showing—
apparently I did not do it properly in terms of showing the relevance, but it is 
important to understand that there will be a reduction and if there is, they will 
have to factor in this particular situation of the people suffering from withdrawal 
symptoms from these drugs. Alcohol is a drug and nicotine is also a drug. 

The other area dealing with the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order is 
cigarettes and different types and brands of alcohol. We are dealing with rum, 
Vodka and Baileys—high society drinks they call them. 

Mr. Manning: Rum? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Baileys and vodka. Baileys, as the Order points out, has a very 
different effect. It is a combination of a high glucose content drink and alcohol, so 
people who are consuming it get a latent effect in terms of being intoxicated. 
[Interruption]  This is dealing with a high glucose content in the blood stream. It 
is important here because we are also dealing in the Order with Baileys and 
vodka. 

Small amounts of alcohol, in combination with other things, can have a potent 
intoxicating effect and in a country like Puerto Rico, they give you a very 
powerful drink in a very small amount. It is potent because it is alcohol and a 
concentrated sweet liqueur. Because of the high level of glucose you get a high. 
That is why many athletes use glucose. If you mix glucose in water in a large 
concentration and drink that, you get an instant high, an energy boost. It is a 
similar event when you combine alcohol with glucose in large quantities. You get 
that potent effect so that is a factor with respect to the Order and drinks like the 
liqueur, Baileys.  

For all those drinks that have small amounts of alcohol and that combination 
aspect, the chemical content is very important here. That is why when I talk about 
percentages, they can vary, but the intoxicating effects could be the same or even 
more potent.  

5.15 p.m. 
The Baileys on the Order, rum and vodka. We are also seeing creeping into 

the society, with respect to the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order other areas 
with small amounts of alcohol coming in and small amounts of alcohol together 
with other combinations; not sweet combinations, you have other ingredients.  
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Mr. Manning: Red bull. 

Dr. A. Nanan: Exactly!  And they use that as a health drink. If you are 
feeling down and you take that you get an instant energy boost as the Prime 
Minister pointed out, and it is also for the health purposes. Those are areas that 
are not on the Excise Order. Not only do you have that little content, you also 
have another area where they bring in some other ingredients and they also make 
those drinks have the same effect.  

Another area before I wind up, because I do not want to forget an important 
point again with respect to these alcoholic drinks—I just want to get some water, 
Mr. Speaker. I know we are dealing with the Excise Order and we are dealing 
with alcoholic beverages and cigarettes and stress relievers, but there are other 
areas of stress relief that if the Government is really concerned; if it is a plan, they 
can utilize music as a stress reliever.  

Mr. Sharma: Guitar music. 
Dr. A. Nanan: Of course. So music can be a stress reliever as I do at times.  
The other area I want to deal with before I conclude is the situation with 

respect to alcoholic beverages and children. There is a situation in this country 
where it is a copycat development because many of our youths are getting 
involved in the use of alcohol and this measure I do not think will address that 
situation of the youths, Prime Minister. It is very easy for a child to go into a 
coma with the use of alcohol, because the tolerance level is very low. So in terms 
of the Excise Order and rum and beer and Baileys, if you are giving Baileys or if a 
child is drinking Baileys, you may be paying more for the Baileys but the child 
will be using a smaller quantity and this has a dangerous effect. You see if an 
adult is drinking Baileys the only potent effect there really would be a state of 
euphoria and you get up in the morning and you have a hangover. But if a child is 
using Baileys and a number of teenagers use Baileys because it is the in-drink; it 
is the one that is being advertised with the teenagers.  

Dr. Khan: Member, could you please give way for one minute? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Sure. 

Dr. Khan: Could the Member say—being a pharmacist—if the alcohol in 
cough medicines and cough syrups that are given to children would be subjected 
to this type of pattern of behaviour that you are suggesting?  

Dr. A. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, I made mention of that earlier in my contribution, but 
it is a relevant point because the situation with respect to these elixir—actually, an 
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elixir is a preparation made with alcohol. So when you hear elixir the actual 
delivery or the vehicle is alcohol. What percentage?  It varies. I was dealing with 
the Baileys as the in-drink.  

Mr. Sharma: So pregnant woman should not drink that? 

Dr. A. Nanan: Yes, that is a good point too, because—that is a different 
section of the population, pregnant women— 

Mr. Speaker: You have two minutes. 

Dr. A. Nanan: I just want to deal with the youths and the pregnant women. 
The first trimester is when the baby is being formed, the brain is actually 
developing, and you should avoid any kind of drugs during that first three months, 
unless it is an emergency. That is why alcohol is not recommended during the 
first trimester. That is the pregnant situation. The other issue is the children 
because they can go into a coma because of the large level of alcohol and the 
reduced tolerance of the individual. 

I thank you.  

The Minister of Health (Hon. John Rahael): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Having been denied the opportunity last week to congratulate the hon. Prime 
Minister on his contribution to the Parliament [Desk thumping] let me do so now, 
and thank the Minister of Finance for providing additional funding for the 
Ministry of Health. In 2001/2002 the revenue and the budget for the Ministry of 
Health was some $1,048,000,000. In fact, that revenue—since we are talking 
about revenue—and that budget for the Ministry of Health is $2.8 billion, an 
increase of 180 per cent over 2001. 

Mr. Ramsaran: Mr. Speaker, 36.1, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member for Chaguanas, the Minister is just one minute 
into his speech. 

Mr. Ramsaran: [Inaudible] 

Mr. Speaker: No, no, no, I have warned both sides of the House about being 
relevant, so have no fear. 

Hon. J. Rahael: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am making reference to the 
revenue that the Ministry of Health will have now in order to deal with the effects 
of tobacco smoking and excessive alcohol drinking. [Desk thumping]  That is 
what I am doing. You understand, Mr. Speaker?   
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In Trinidad and Tobago and worldwide it is well known that the effects of 
tobacco smoking is detrimental to your health. A report that was done and 
commissioned by the Caribbean Commission on Health and Development made 
reference to tobacco smoking. This document was adopted by the Heads of 
Government throughout the Caribbean and it talked about non-communicable 
diseases and among them, of course, is the effects of tobacco smoking. 

On September 15 of this year, the Ministry of Health hosted a seminar at 
Crowne Plaza that dealt with non-communicable diseases and the effect tobacco 
smoking has on the society as a whole. This is a document that was presented at 
that seminar with respect to tobacco control in Trinidad and Tobago. It was 
presented by Prabhat Jha and Sir George Alleyne, both of the Centre for Global 
Health Research, St. Michael’s Hospital, University of Toronto. It was done on 
Tobacco Smoking in Trinidad and Tobago and let me give you some of the facts 
they made reference to and the four main messages for Government. They 
indicated four actions that are necessary to save between 25,000 to 50,000 lives in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Mr. Sharma: Is that per year?  

Hon. J. Rahael: It went on to say: 
“ • Take tobacco seriously: big cause of death and big cause of poverty 

• Focus on adults stopping as well as kids” 

Triple is what they recommend. 
“ • Triple excise tax on cigarettes” 

They said that consumption would drop by at least 30 per cent, if we were to 
triple the tax on cigarettes. Other interventions refer to packaging, warnings, 
labels and an absolute ad ban—which we have already in Trinidad and Tobago—
and a complete ban on public smoking.  

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago was one of the first countries in this 
hemisphere to sign the Convention on Tobacco Control, which was sponsored by 
the World Health Organization. Almost every country in the world today has signed 
on to this convention. I quote from the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Smoking on page 5. It says: 

“The core demand reduction provisions in the WHO FCTC are contained in 
articles… 

• Price and tax measures to reduce the demand on tobacco, and” 
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That was the first measure they recommended. 
“ • Protection from exposure to tobacco smoke; 

• Regulation of the contents of tobacco products; 

• Regulation of tobacco product disclosures; 

• Packaging and labelling of tobacco products; 

• Education, communication, training and public awareness; 

• Tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship; and, 

• Demand reduction measures concerning tobacco dependence …" 

The effects of tobacco smoking are varied and wide. It causes hypertension; it 
causes diabetes; it causes end stage renal failure. The cost to treat a patient with 
any one of those illnesses is very exorbitant. Someone who is a constant smoker is 
likely to end up with a stroke, heart attack or end stage renal failure; that is when 
your two kidneys were to fail.  

The cost to the people of Trinidad and Tobago with respect to end stage renal 
failure is phenomenal and we are seeing too many citizens at a very young age 
today, with end stage renal failure. If you have end stage renal failure you have to 
go on a dialysis machine and you have to be on that machine at least three times a 
week; you become unproductive; you cannot work and be as productive as you 
should.  

In fact, tobacco smoking that would cause you these types of illnesses makes 
you a burden to yourself, your family and the society. Because at the end of the 
day the cost to be on a dialysis machine can be easily between $10,000 and 
$12,000 a month. That is without all the other medication that is required. So a 
session can cost you anywhere between $1,500 and $1,800 to be on a dialysis 
machine, when you take into consideration all the other tests that are required and 
other medication that is required. 

Having recognized that and having recognized also the fact that in Trinidad 
and Tobago, a large percentage of people do smoke, and again, this study that was 
done by these professors indicated three main messages for the individual smoker. 
It says:  

"1. Risk is BIG:… 

 200,000 smokers in T&T—100,000 will die.  
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2. 1/4 are killed in MIDDLE age (35—69)…” 

losing many productive years of their life. 

“3. STOPPING smoking works”. 

Mr. Speaker, what we are doing is in fact signalling to the entire society that 
measures are being taken to reduce the number of people who smoke. We are 
educating those people; we are also trying to make it more difficult for them to be 
able to afford to smoke cigarettes.    

5.30 p.m. 
Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day if you smoke and you end up with a heart 

attack or end stage renal failure and you cannot afford to get your own treatment, 
then you are going to fall back on the Government to provide that for you. The 
Government will have to find the necessary funding in order to do so. But, Mr. 
Speaker, do you think it is right? If you do not care about your own self, that is 
fine. Then why should all of us who are non-smokers, who take care of our own 
health, who exercise as we should and do not indulge in tobacco smoking and 
excessive alcohol pay that price? 

Worldwide, there is this movement. As a matter of fact, it is estimated that 
between the year 2000 and 2025, 150 million people will die from tobacco smoking. 
With respect also to the developing countries we see that, again, more and more 
persons die from tobacco smoke. The ratio of heart attacks from smokers against 
non-smokers—in fact if you are age 30 to 39; 6.3 times as common in smokers as 
in non-smokers. 

Hon. Member: What! 

Hon. J. Rahael: I would repeat this; between the age 30 and 39; 6.3 times as 
common, that is heart attacks in smokers as in non-smokers and that is the age 
between 30 and 39. Between 40 and 49, 4.7 per cent; between 50 and 59, 3.1 per 
cent and as you get older the percentage drops. This was a study that was done on 
3,000 heart attack patients. When we take certain measures, we take measures to 
protect the individual and to protect the society. We must be able to signal what it 
is that we are proposing to do; taxes on tobacco are just one of those areas. We are 
aware that already there is draft legislation that is going to be coming to this 
Parliament to ban smoking in all public places.  

Mr. Imbert: Private places, too.  

Hon. J. Rahael: We are moving towards that, Mr. Speaker. Already the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago has taken a policy to ban cigarette and 
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tobacco smoking in all Government offices, in all Government vehicles and in all 
Government buildings. We are introducing various measures so that we can 
protect the individual and society. 

Mr. Speaker, 30 per cent of males die from tobacco smoking from medical 
causes. Let me just get those figures for you. “Estimated deaths from Tobacco in 
Trinidad and Tobago”, this was done in the year 2002. Persons over the ages of 
35, cause: Lung cancer. The total number of persons who were detected with lung 
cancer was 79 in that year. Do you know how many died? Because of smoking 
they got lung cancer, 71 of the 79. Oral cancers, a total of 27 deaths, due to 
smoking; heart attacks 956 persons, 239 died because of smoking; strokes: 592 
males got strokes, 148 died due to smoking; other vascular problems 185 males 
died, 46 of them due to smoking. Mr. Speaker, 30 per cent of medical deaths were 
due to tobacco smoking; this is a very serious matter. 

Hon. Member: Due to or associated with. 

Hon. J. Rahael: Females is 15 per cent; obviously more males are dying due 
to tobacco smoking. It also goes on to say that higher taxes induce quitting, 
reduce consumption and prevent starting. It has been determined internationally 
that higher taxes, in fact, reduce smoking and it also prevents the starting of 
individuals smoking. 

It went on to say a 10 per cent price increase reduces demand by 4 per cent in 
high income countries; 8 per cent in low or middle income countries and about 
half of the effect is on the amount of the taxation. So in the long run, in fact, these 
measures, taxes on tobacco smoking, do in fact reduce the number of persons that 
smoke tobacco. When I hear the Member for Tabaquite talk about farmers needed 
to smoke because when they are on the farm and they come out they have stress 
and therefore they should be encouraged to smoke, I wonder if he is worried 
about the farmers being stressed or is it that he wants to kill the farmers. 

Dr. Nanan: I did not say that. 

Hon. J. Rahael: But you know tobacco smoking is poison. You are a 
pharmacist. [Interruption]  

Dr. Nanan: Point of order, 33(5), misquoting information. 

Hon. J. Rahael: What did you say? 

Dr. Nanan: I did not say that. 

Hon. J. Rahael: You said it is stress that encourages them to smoke. 
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Dr. Nanan: I never said that. 

Dr. Moonilal: Imputing improper motives. 

Mr. Imbert: That is exactly what you said. 

Dr. Nanan: I never said that. [Crosstalk]  

Hon. J. Rahael: I said that you talked about stress. 

Mr. Imbert: He said that, he said the man stressed. 

Mr. Speaker: I think you are quoting the wrong Standing Order; you 
probably meant 34—it cannot be 34(4) either.  

Check your Standing Order first before you—  

Hon. J. Rahael: Mr. Speaker, we cannot in one breath talk about the dangers 
of tobacco smoking and in another breath criticize the Government for increasing 
tax on tobacco. 

Mr. Imbert: He said the farmers would get stress. 

Hon. J. Rahael: He did say that the farmers would get stress and he knows 
what stress leads to. So I am saying that you cannot in one breath talk about the 
dangers of tobacco smoking and it is clear—on the cigarette packages in Canada 
do you know what is the label? The label on tobacco packs of cigarette indicates 
“Cigarette kills”. “Smoking kills” is actually the wording and it covers over 30 
per cent of the package. That is part of the legislation that we will be coming with 
in order to have that kind of packaging on cigarettes. 

Mr. Speaker, here, again, is what this report done by these two distinguished 
professors from the Centre for Global Health Research at the University of 
Toronto had to say: Triple exercise tax in Trinidad and Tobago to save lives and 
raise revenue. It went on to say— 

Hon. Member: What did it go on to say? 

Hon. J. Rahael: Triple excise tax, excise tax, in Trinidad and Tobago to save 
lives and raise revenue. 

Hon. Member: You said exercise. 

Hon. J. Rahael: Well go and exercise, it is good for your health. Mr. Speaker, 
it went on to say that the current tax, that is before the budget, on a pack of 
cigarettes was 47 per cent of the total cost; 47 per cent of the retail price.  
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Mr. Speaker, do you know what these professors at the University of Toronto 
from St. Michael’s Hospital, Centre for Global Health Research proposed? 
Seventy per cent of the retail price should be taxed. We are nowhere near there, 
Mr. Speaker. They said, based on a Jamaican economic study, that this will lead 
to at least a 30 per cent drop in consumption. It is documented, it is tested and it 
has been proven that, in fact, when you tax tobacco and you tax cigarettes, there is 
a drop in consumption. And that is what we want to do. That is what it is all 
about. For some of the members, let me also tell you that in some of the warnings 
of cigarette smoking on packages, there is one that says: 

“Warning tobacco use can make you impotent.” 

For those who may be worried about why they are impotent; tobacco use can 
in fact make you impotent. It also causes mouth disease: as the Member for 
Tabaquite rightly indicated.. Again, you should not encourage people to smoke 
and then try to find some kind of solution for the illness that they will suffer 
because it is wide and varied. 

Mr. Speaker, again, it went on over and over to talk about interventions that 
are effective: higher cigarette taxes, non price measures, advertising of promotion 
bans, consumer information, warning labels and restrictions on public smoking, 
increased access to nicotine replacement and other cessation therapies. So it talks 
about, not only taxes but other measures as well. Tobacco smoking as I have 
indicated in fact brings about hypertension and causes cardiovascular diseases. 
The leading cause of death in Trinidad and Tobago is cardiovascular disease and 
that is brought about in part by tobacco smoking. 

Mr. Speaker, you know that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in fact 
has a programme where medication is available for persons suffering from 
hypertension, diabetes and a host of other non-communicable illnesses. If I were 
to tell you how many people access that programme for hypertension: 162,277 
persons since we have started this programme or the CDAP programme, in fact, 
access medication for hypertension. That is alarming!  For cardiac disease, 131,168 
persons; for diabetes 101,832 persons; so the numbers are really worrying and 
therefore the Ministry of Health, of course, is going to embark on many programmes 
to deal with these types of situations. 

Over 260,000 individuals in Trinidad and Tobago access the medication from 
the CDAP programme which is available to all citizens of Trinidad and Tobago at 
no cost. That is what we are doing for those who are already suffering from these 
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types of illnesses and these types of symptoms. Again, we talked about tobacco; 
what about alcohol, Mr. Speaker?  Before I do that, let me just quote something 
from the Trinidad and Tobago Cancer Society: 

“Government action is required if the full potential to improve population 
health through the reduction of alcohol and tobacco consumption is to be 
achieved. Government intervention through changes in the law and by financial 
disincentives such as taxation.” 

 Mr. Speaker, it went on the say: 

“Although the taxes collected from tobacco and alcohol cannot compensate 
the society for the cost in lost productivity from premature morbidity and/or 
mortality of the abusers of these drugs and the medical cost associated with 
the diseases caused by these chemicals, it is Government’s duty, nevertheless, 
to create laws and disincentives to discourage their use and abuse and through 
taxes to place some of the financial burden directly on the consumers of these 
agents of disease and death.” 

Trinidad and Tobago Cancer Society. It went on: 
“In addition, Government passes laws to protect the population such as the 
law banning smoking in public places that has been passed in many Countries. 
The…Government…is a signatory to the FCTC and is in the process of 
preparing anti-smoking legislation for Parliament.” 

It went on again: 
“TOBACCO: is the single most preventable threat to health worldwide.” 

I repeat: “TOBACCO: is the single most preventable threat to health worldwide.” 
Smoking causes substantially increased morbidity and mortality from: 

• Lung Cancer… 

• Upper digestive Cancers 

• Several other Cancers 

• Heart disease 

• Stroke 

Other Cancers are associated with Tobacco consumption. These are: 

• Cancer of the Larynx, Pancreas, Kidney, Bladder and, especially when 
combined with alcohol, cancer of the oral…”  
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5.45 p.m. 
Mr. Speaker, it went to say that the life expectancy of regular smoking is eight 

years less than that of people who never smoke. Very interesting. Tobacco use 
also affects the unborn child by compromising the amount of blood and therefore 
nutrition that gets from the mother to the foetus. The consequences of this are: 
low birth rate babies; increased incidence of still birth—and in our health 
facilities, we are seeing a high incidence in the increase in still births—increased 
perinatal mobility and mortality. So, you see tobacco affects even the unborn. 
Mothers who smoke tobacco put their children at risk, so we have a duty to 
continue to signal to all smokers and all those who may contemplate smoking, the 
danger of smoking.  

As a matter of fact, the Ministry of Health, together with the Ministry of 
Education, has embarked on a school health programme where we go to the 
various schools in Trinidad and Tobago—the programme has already started. The 
first school was the North Eastern School—where we educate the students with 
respect to lifestyle as it affects the individual, tobacco smoking, excessive alcohol, 
obesity, lack of exercise, et cetera, et cetera. Let us look at alcohol, and this 
document the Trinidad and Tobago National Council on Alcoholism and other 
Addictions, and what do they have to say: 

“As a society, the time has come for us to weigh carefully the benefits and 
the negative effects…” 

That is of alcohol consumption. And it continues:  

“Can we truly say as a nation, we benefit more from the sale and consumption 
of alcohol than we struggle with the negative effects?   

Let us quickly examine what has been proven by facts and research. Trinidad 
has been rated as the country with the highest number of Alcoholics 
Anonymous groups per capita in the world.” 

Mr. Imbert: We have the most alcoholism in this country? 

Hon. J. Rahael: In the world.  

“Trinidad has been rated as the country with the highest number of 
Alcoholics Anonymous groups per capita in the world.”    

It continues: 

“That speaks of the number of alcohol addicts … we have in our country. We 
have been rated number seven in the world in consumption of absolute alcohol 
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per capita... France is the country with the highest mortality rate…with a rate 
of 32 in every 100,000. Trinidad and Tobago is rank 9th on this with a rate of 
11 in every 100,000.  

In 1979, it was revealed that 47% cent of all male admitted to our hospital 
wards, had alcohol related illnesses.” 

Forty-seven per cent!   

“In 1984, Professor Beaubrun’s research concluded that 68% of all victims of 
road accidents had Blood Alcohol Levels exceeding .05% the legal limit.”   

Mr. Speaker, the consumption of alcohol is having a great effect on our society 
and the cost to our society. It continues: 

“The survey conducted by Roger McClean, revealed among other things that 
70% of all male respondents consumed alcohol on a daily basis…” 

Wow!  70% of all males consume alcohol on a daily basis. It continues: 

“So…did 10% of all persons under the age of 18, 20% of all school age 
children and 25% of all extended family units. Considering this survey was 
done on a cross section of the national community, it is safe to surmise that 
this is the national situation.”   

Mr. Speaker, excessive alcohol and smoking—because I agree with my 
friend from Tabaquite, that we are referring to excessive alcohol which can be 
detrimental to the entire society and place a heavy burden on our heath care 
providers. It continues: 

“…it is true that the picture is one of doom and gloom, but this is the real 
situation faced daily by hundreds of families in Trinidad and Tobago, because 
of alcohol consumption and we have not yet dealt with alcoholism. Can we 
truly say that as a nation we benefit more from the sale and consumption of 
alcohol than having to deal with the negative effects?”   

I say no, Mr. Speaker. It continues:  

“Whichever way you care to look at the situation, it is clear that we must 
confront the use of alcohol with an intent to decrease the consumption within 
our twin-island paradise. This is a job that requires a multi-disciplined, 
multi-thronged approach that must be orchestrated to impact simultaneously…to 
have this effect. We cannot stand by and accept rebuttals, since this is the 
strength of the detractors and those who thrive on the profits of alcohol. If we 
are serious about reducing the demand for drugs in our society, we must start 
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with the reduction in alcohol availability and consumption. It is our largest 
drug problem, significantly so, because it is legal.” 
Increased tax starts is only one measure that we are taking and if you were to 

take the recommendation of the Trinidad and Tobago National Council on 
Alcoholism and other Addictions, and if I were to tell you what some of their 
recommendations— 

Mr. Sharma: Minister, when are you going to give us that list?  
Hon. J. Rahael: Well, I am going to give it to you now. They talked about 

counter advertising; public education; alternative school and family activities; 
pressure groups; regulate alcohol sponsored activity; responsible drinking; 
increase legal drinking age, that is one of— 

Hon. Member: What is the legal age for drinking? 
Hon. J. Rahael: The legal age for drinking should be increased to 21; this is 

what they are recommending, that the legal age should increase to 21.  
“Actually, research has shown that the earlier the onset of drinking in 

one’s life, the more likely the onset of alcoholism. Whereas, there may be 
several arguments in contradiction of this, it is best that drinking becomes a 
choice of a mature adult rather than a teenager who has the privilege. When 
one considers the ratification involved in drinking and the need to be 
responsible when drinking, can we rely on a young person just turned 16 or 18 
with friends to exercise the caution necessary?  It is difficult for an older and 
more mature person, much less the teenager. At least if illegal the drinking 
age is thus said, it will serve as a deterrent and more likely will reduce 
considerably the present rate of teenage drinking.”   
Mr. Speaker, they talked about “outlaw street drinking” as another measure. 

They talked about regulating the service hours for alcohol. There are many, many 
recommendations here. Legislation to regulate the hours of serving alcohol 
beverages should be introduced. It went on to say that bars and night clubs can be 
opened to the public, but alcohol cannot be sold beyond 12 midnight. There is a 
proposal that no alcohol should by sold after 12 midnight. This is a document   
prepared by, for your information, hon. Member for Barataria/San Juan, the 
Trinidad and Tobago National Council on Alcoholism and other Addictions. 

Mr. Sharma: What is the date of that document?  

Hon. J. Rahael: It does not have a date. Mr. Speaker, zero tolerance for 
alcohol at schools and school functions and it went on, and on, and on. So, I can 
make the document available to hon. Members because— 
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Mr. Singh: [Inaudible] 

Hon. J. Rahael: We have already indicated some of the plans that we have: 
increasing the cost, both for alcohol and for tobacco; the legislation that we will 
be coming to Parliament with for tobacco smoking, and further legislation with 
respect to both tobacco and alcohol. We have already indicated the question about 
school functions not serving alcohol. No school function should be allowed to sell 
alcohol at bazaars and fund-raising programmes, especially where school children 
will be in attendance.  

We talked about the breathalyzer too, hon. Minister of Works and Transport. 
Its says breathalyzer. This piece of equipment should have been in use in Trinidad 
and Tobago over 40 years ago. I heard my colleague, the Minister of Works and 
Transport, indicating that the Opposition will not support the breathalyzer. I do 
not think so.  

Hon. Members: Who said that?  Nah, nah, we did not say so. 

Hon. J. Rahael: I heard somebody say that. I am asking, are you all going to 
support the breathalyzer?  [Crosstalk]  All right. Mr. Speaker: 

“In 1960, the late Professor Michael Beaubrun chairman of the British 
Medical Association advocated for its introduction the following research 
which revealed tremendous contribution, alcohol made to road accidents. To 
date our road fatalities continue to rise from year to year, yet we have not 
introduced this simple and most effective deterrent to drunk and intoxicated 
driving.” 

So, I hope that the Minister responsible will be bringing a Bill to introduce the 
breathalyzer.  

Mr. Imbert: It is already laid in Parliament. 

Hon. J. Rahael: It is already laid in Parliament and therefore we are certain to 
get the support of Members on the other side. We are certain to do that. It also 
talked about anti-alcohol campaign, et cetera.  

So, Mr. Speaker, with respect to tobacco tax and alcohol tax and the argument 
put forward by my friend from Oropouche about other Caricom countries, let me 
indicate that this document, the Report of the Caribbean Commission on Health 
and Development, was adopted by Prime Ministers of the region and in it, it 
talked about taxing tobacco:  

Mr. Speaker, let me quote:  
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"The policy options for reducing tobacco use include such measures as…” 

increased taxes. And this is a document again, the Prime Ministers of Caricom 
have adopted and have agreed to implement. The policy for reducing tobacco use, 
increased taxes.  

And it goes on:  

“…banning tobacco advertisement, and forbidding the sale of tobacco 
products to minors and the sponsorship of events which directly or indirectly 
induce smoking.” 

So just to inform the hon. Member for Oropouche in fact, that all Caricom 
countries have indicated their support to implement the measures taken here. It 
says: 

“Tobacco consumption has traditionally been identified as one of the most 
important contributors to ill health in modern society because of its  
widespread use, high associated relative risk with Cardiac Vascular Disease 
(CVD) and cancer and its isolation as a commodity wholly dependent on artificial 
market forces and regulations.” 
Mr. Sharma: Minister, that document says anything about bush rum and 

marijuana? 
Hon. J. Rahael: Tobacco use— 
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member, you cannot sit there and address the Member 

speaking. You have to ask for an intervention.  
Mr. Sharma: Minister, that document, the WHO document spoke about illegal 

alcohol, bush rum in particular and marijuana?  Can you say what it says?  

Hon. J. Rahael: No, I can tell you that that document did not refer to 
marijuana and bush rum. It talked about non-communicable diseases that are 
caused by tobacco smoking, excessive alcohol drinking, obesity because of your 
diet, and lack of exercise. It made no mention of illegal drugs such as marijuana 
and I do not know if bush rum is legal or illegal. 

6.00 p.m.  
Mr. Speaker, it went on to say: 
"Tobacco use is a continuing major threat and the Caribbean must be much 
more aggressive in terms of programmes to reduce tobacco consumption and 
follow the approach in those countries in which there has been an increase in 
excise taxes..." 
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Everything points to the fact that tobacco smoking is dangerous to your health. 
Tobacco smoking kills. Tobacco smoking causes you to be a burden to yourself, 
to your family and to society; a burden to all of us. 

I have demonstrated this afternoon that the measure taken by this Government 
to increase taxation on tobacco and alcohol is valid and in the interest of the 
people of Trinidad and Tobago. Therefore it is a good measure.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Crosstalk] 

Dr. Fuad Khan (Barataria/San Juan): Do not start like that; let me warm up 
a bit.  

Dr. Rowley: Resignation speech now; good bye.  
Mr. Imbert: He is supposed to resign.  
Dr. F. Khan: Mr. Speaker, I am very glad and honoured to be speaking after 

the budget debate and still being here in this honourable House. I did not get a 
chance to contribute in this year’s budget debate; so what I was supposed to say, I 
may have to say it in next year's budget debate. [Laughter] [Desk thumping]  

Mr. Speaker, I want to agree with every single thing that the Minister of 
Health said. I think everything you said, Mr. Minister, is good and what you are 
going to implement for the effects of cigarette smoking, alcohol and whatever, is 
excellent. You have my support and the support of my colleagues; I hope. 

Mr. Valley: Including Dookeran?  

Dr. F. Khan: You have my support for all the policies that you said you were 
going to introduce. What surprised me a little with this Order today was that for 
the whole afternoon when Members were speaking, Standing Order 36(1) about 
irrelevance kept coming up. I am not saying that the Minister was irrelevant. The 
argument on a motion should be confined to that motion. I will take this 
opportunity to just read a part of the Motion:  

"Whereas it is provided by section 3(1) of the Provisional Collection of Taxes 
Act, Chap. 74:01 (hereinafter called ‘the Act’) that where proposals for 
general or Supplementary Appropriation of public funds are made to the 
House of Representatives and are embodied in an Appropriation or a 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill, the President may, for the purpose of 
raising revenue to meet the expenditure specified in any such Bill, by Order, 
provide for the imposition of a tax or the variation of an existing tax and from 
the date of the publication of the Order in the Gazette, the tax as imposed or 
varied shall be payable..." 
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I took the liberty, and the Member for Chaguanas assisted me, to look at Chap. 8, 
112(1) of the Constitution. It indicated that if any money was being raised for the 
provisional collection of taxes, it would be going, unless I am wrong, into the 
Consolidated Fund, which is a consolidated fund.  

The Minister of Health also indicated in the Senate, and he was quite right, 
that if you took it from the right pocket or the left pocket, it was the same pants 
that you were taking it from. So the Consolidated Fund, whether you take it from 
wherever, the expenditure for the country is going to be in the public interest.  

Mr. Rahael: Unless you change the pants. [Laughter]  

Dr. F. Khan: The Minister gave us a good dissertation on the effects of 
alcohol, what it does and what it does not do, but nowhere did he say that he was 
going to take the money from the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order and 
specifically pay for health problems, chest problems, tobacco problems, alcohol 
related problems or otherwise. I just assumed that it was going into the 
Consolidated Fund.  

If money is going into the Consolidated Fund, then it is going to be mixed up 
with all the moneys coming from oil revenues. It is going to be mixed up with all 
the moneys coming into the one fund. The Member for Diego Martin Central, the 
Minister in the Ministry of Finance, could correct me. Is there a separate part in 
the Consolidated Fund that moneys entering from, let us say, the airport taxes, 
ship taxes or wherever it comes from, or the collection of money from the use of 
stadium, have a specific purpose or does it all go into one fund?  This is what I 
understand it to be, and I may be wrong; it goes into one fund, like a bank 
account, the Consolidated Fund, and you take it and do your expenditure. Am I 
right, Minister?  

Mr. Valley: Yes.  
Dr. F. Khan: Good; so we have covered that hurdle. Listening to everything 

now, and getting that argument off, the only person who stuck to the Motion and 
who determined where the money was going to be useful, was the Member for St. 
Augustine. [Desk thumping] 

The reason I mentioned that, was because, at the end of the day, that is what 
the Consolidated Fund money is going to be used for: public expenditure. I am 
extremely impressed with what the Minister of Health said. [Interruption]  

Dr. Rowley: Would the Member give way?  

Dr. F. Khan: Sure.  
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Dr. Rowley: Are you questioning the Speaker's rulings?  Are you implying 
that the Speaker ruled improperly?   

Dr. F. Khan: The Speaker never ruled. Certain arguments took place and as 
the Member of Parliament for Barataria/San Juan, still and next year, hopefully, I 
am trying to base my arguments on what is in front of me. [Crosstalk]  Whether 
the others did not do that, is not my prerogative. I am doing exactly what I think is 
right for me.  

I am trying to find certain things out. To be honest with you, Mr. Speaker, I 
wanted to base my arguments on the Minister of Health indicating that the health 
of the people who smoked and drank was in such a bad way. I got very depressed 
when I heard those figures. I got so depressed that I do not know if I would ever 
go to Jenny's again. [Desk thumping] [Laughter] After hearing the percentages, 
like 71 out of 74 persons dying due to smoking and drinking; not associated with, 
but due to. In these places there is secondhand smoke. I do not smoke, but I am 
worried about secondhand smoke. I am very glad that the Minister told me that 
we have to not frequent these places, because alcohol gives you liver diseases, 
cardiac problems, hypertension and diabetes. In fact, he said that 150 million 
people are going to die this year due to cigarette smoking and alcoholism.  

Mr. Speaker, the Minister has indicated to me that I should stay away from 
places, the favourite haunts, like where I meet him sometimes. So I will now have 
to reassess, based on what the Minister has just said. [Laughter]  

The moneys that have gone into the Consolidated Fund come as a result of 
taxation. If one has to look at the total picture, the Minister of Health, by what he 
has said, has made me a little concerned. If you are going to put mechanisms into 
place, you have to understand what the objectives of the mechanisms are. What is 
he hoping to achieve?  Is he hoping to achieve zero disease as a result of tobacco, 
zero disease as a result of alcoholism or zero disease from whatever it is?  For the 
diseases that are now present, is the expenditure on them well spent? [Desk 
thumping]  

According to the Minister, should we not deal with the problems or diseases 
that have occurred now as a result of tobacco smoking, drinking alcohol, et cetera; 
leave those people alone, because it is because of their own stupidity?  I could 
quote him verbatim, but I would not do that. Should we put mechanisms in place 
where the collection of taxes from customs will be done in such a manner that 
operative procedures—[Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker: Order!  
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Dr. F. Khan:—and movement of medical aspects will be towards a Vision 
2020 in this country, as the PNM has been articulating?  If we are going towards 
that, and we heard a lot of it in the discourse by the Minister, that the movement is 
towards 2020 and whatever it is will be done as a result of medical problems so—
[Crosstalk ]  

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!  

Dr. F. Khan: What bugged me a bit was when I read certain things. I have 
been looking at the advertisements in the newspapers and all around. From what 
the advertisements are saying, I believe that the Ministry of Health is being run 
efficiently and effectively, to the point that I saw the Minister blowing candles out 
recently with two children. I commend him for the opening of that ward.  

If we are going to run our health services into such a system, then why is it 
that there are still these horror stories of our money which is going to be used?  I 
am reading from the Estimates of Expenditure. Drugs and other related materials 
and supplies is $225 million. The maintenance of vehicles is only $750,000 and if 
you go on to the waiting list initiative, it is $16 million; last year it was $9 
million. If you continue down the expenditure, you would see cardiac surgery, et 
cetera, is going to enjoy $16 million of next year's money. There is another one 
that is also going to enjoy another $16 million.  

All this expenditure could be saved, based on what the Minister said. There is 
also $60 million for special programmes, renal dialysis. The Minister mentioned 
renal dialysis, cardiac problems and the waiting list which is from kidney and 
liver problems, et cetera. Mr. Speaker, $16 million each is going to go to these 
programmes. Believe it or not, that is a very big chunk. So if a lot of these moneys 
are going to be expended in such a manner, some must come from the Provisional 
Collection of Taxes Order, in this case. Some part of it must be coming out of the 
Consolidated Fund. 

I was horrified when I read what a doctor who is extremely supportive of the 
health system, a very honest person who talks her mind, had to say; none other 
than Ms. Petronella Manning. She indicated that there is corruption and 
unnecessary expenditure in the hospital. 

Mr. Imbert: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 36(1).   

Mr. Speaker: Please, continue.  

Dr. F. Khan: This article is from a newspaper of Friday, September 15, 2006. 
I will not read the whole thing. It is important that we get this right, because, at 
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the end of the day, it is very easy to come and say things in a parliamentary 
debate. The Government must have its way and the Opposition is supposed to 
have its say. Mr. Hector McClean always told me that. The Government could do 
what it wants with the expenditure of this country. It could take whatever money 
and do whatever it wants with it.  

If they are going to take taxes from people; if they are going to decrease 
people's enjoyment, for the persons who like to drink, smoke or whatever, to pay 
more taxes, then they should be facilitated in a manner that does not end up in 
corruption at hospitals. When we have: 

“Allegations of corruption, underbidding on tenders for hospital supplies and 
babies possibly dying due to ongoing hospital feuds marked a two-hour 
testimonial…” 

Medical supplies are being underbid and there is insider trading; I would say that 
there is a sort of incestuous relationship sometimes between C40 and various 
suppliers.  

6.15 p.m. 

As a result of that, this is what she said: 

“Manning-Alleyne alleged she had documents, including an e-mail 
supporting her claim. She also said a member of the hearing committee 
was also on the Tenders Board. 

Manning-Alleyne claimed equipment was not being put to proper use due 
to ‘wheeling and dealing behind the scenes’.  

On one occasion, she said, a medical supply company was made privy to 
pricing information in order to underbid for a tender.” 

So people's money is being used as insider trading to pay off for certain 
tenders and we are here arguing tonight about whether we should charge John 
Public more money for tax. The only person who tried to address where the 
money should go was the Member for St. Augustine. I am not saying so because I 
am here. What I am saying is, I have always been an independent thinker. When 
we say things like, where did the money go to, right now the Attorney General 
said certain things in the Senate about another thing. Where did the money go to?   

This is the whole crux of this thing. It is not a matter of how much cigarette 
smoke you take or how much alcohol you drink; how much liver disease you get, 
where you get it; the cough medicine has it, that is not the issue. That is a medical 
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issue. The issue in this Parliament is: Is the people's money being spent on what it 
is supposed to be spent on, and honestly enough. [Desk thumping]  

Mrs. Manning-Alleyne continued: 
“One of the main problems in the local health sector is the country’s 
inability to recruit qualified staff.  
…she also alleged that there was a discriminatory hiring policy being 
practised in the public hospitals. 
‘They seem to have a particular fondness for Asian doctors and they 
seem not to like the Nigerian doctors, so the Nigerian doctors have a lot 
of difficulty getting employed.’” 

It goes on.  

“Manning-Alleyne said the temporary supportive care provided by 
teams of doctors flown in—“ 

Mr. Speaker, this is important: 

“Manning-Alleyne said the temporary supportive care provided by 
teams of doctors flown in specifically to assist in surgeries did not 
supply definitive care to the health service.  

‘It is not a system approach and because it is not a system approach we 
have a few individuals who have benefited in a population of 1.5 million 
and we are not developing a structure that will allow us to master our 
destiny,’” 

The Minister of Health has indicated that 30,000 surgeries have been done so far, 
plus you have free cardiac surgery; you have free things coming on, and the 
transplant surgery is being done by a gentleman from New York—a UK-trained 
New York.  

Money is being spent, although there is no cost to the patient, there is a cost to 
the people of Trinidad and Tobago. The cost to the people of Trinidad and 
Tobago is: What is the Government paying for these things? How much are they 
paying these people to come here, do surgeries and then leave?  

Mr. Rahael: Would you like me to respond to that?   

Dr. F. Khan: Certainly. 

Mr. Rahael: I want to thank the hon. Member for giving way. The group of 
doctors who come ever so often, do so through Mission International which is a 
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charitable organization. These doctors do not charge for their service. At times, 
they pay even their air fare and hotel bills; at times the Ministry would pick up the 
tab for the air fare; at times the Ministry would pick up the tab for the air fare and 
the hotel. But at no time, for the information of hon. Members, money is paid to 
these foreign teams of doctors who come to Trinidad to do surgery; that is not 
done in Trinidad and Tobago, such as hand joints and certain other types of 
cardiac surgeries and pediatrics, and so on. So these doctors come here voluntarily 
and there are quite a number of doctors from all over the world, from Sweden, 
Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom. So whatever credits they get, 
they come down to a country like Trinidad and Tobago, spend about a week here 
and then do a certain number of surgeries with our local doctors, also transferring 
whatever technology they bring with them. Thank you. 

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Minister. It is quite admirable of those doctors 
coming to do it for free. I find that is excellent. What I would like to find out, if 
you want to answer it now, is whether the Caribbean Heart Care surgeons who 
benefit from this programme do not get any money to do cardiac surgery in this 
country.  

Mr. Rahael: Who do? 

Dr. F. Khan: Who do cardiac surgery by private institutions, such as 
Caribbean Heart Care, et cetera, who are going to get close to $16 million, 
whether they get no money for doing the surgery.  

Mr. Rahael: Mr. Speaker, I am very grateful to the Member of Barataria/San 
Juan for giving way, because it is important that we clear these matters up, so I 
really appreciate it. Presently no foreign doctor comes to Trinidad and Tobago to 
do these cardiac surgeries anymore. The Professor, Dr. Angelino, I think was his 
name—when the programme first started, just as a transplantation programme that 
has now started, initially the expert, the professional, will come down to Trinidad 
and Tobago and perform these surgeries with our local doctors and a local team. 
After a while they would withdraw from that team. Right now, with respect to the 
cardiac programme at the Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex, in fact, the 
team is a local team in Trinidad and Tobago, residing in Trinidad and Tobago. 
That is why about three weeks ago there was an emergency and we had to call out 
the team at night. Four hours after it was determined that this individual needed to 
have open heart surgery immediately and within three hours they were able to do 
the surgery. But, yes, initially when the programme started, we had to bring in a 
doctor who would have done that type of surgery in time, just as we are doing 
presently. Whenever that doctor comes down to do transplantation—and he would 
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be here the end of this month; that trip and one more trip in December—by then 
the local team would take over.  

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Minister. The reason I ask that question, 
because you say $16 million will be spent on cardiac surgery. I know a lot of 
people are basically saying that that will not be going to the Mount Hope doctors. 
You have explained the doctors doing cardiac surgery in Mount Hope. Would any 
of that $16 million be given to them, like in the Cardiac Surgery Centre? What I 
am saying is that when the cardiac surgery is being done outside, who benefits? 

Mr. Rahael: Outside where? 

Dr. F. Khan: Different private institutions that you pay for.  

Mr. Rahael: Cardiac? 

Dr. F. Khan: Yes. 

Mr. Rahael: The only thing that we do outside now because CHC was not 
providing that service, or there was some split between themselves and another 
company, is one other organization, ACI, which is led by Dr. Ron Henry that does 
angiogram and angioplasty, and of course, the Ministry has a very special 
arrangement with respect to cost towards providing that service. Money is paid to 
ACI for doing angiograms and angioplasty, which is done at Westshore, and also 
at the Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex, by CHC. Again, they have now 
started doing angiogram and angioplasty and, of course, the open heart surgery 
programme. 

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Minister. I go on to quote: 

“She added that although there is a shortage of specialists in the 
country…” 

as you quite rightly said— 
“…proper incentives packages must be put in place for those who are 
willing to work in T&T. 
‘There are people stupid enough like me who want to give up green grass 
up there and come down here and fight up with an archaic system,’… 
And every time you try to do something here somebody, because of some 
partisan reason, decide to step on you.’” 

I read that purposely. As junior Minister of Health, certain irregularities took 
place in certain Regional Health Authorities I thought it was my duty then to 
determine it, and as a result of it, because I had to tread on some corns—and also 
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now—as a specialist officer, I am being blacklisted from working in government 
institutions. So I could understand what Dr. Manning-Alleyne has said there. As a 
result of that, they have to bring in certain specialists, because a lot of specialists 
have left the institutions because of the same problems that are occurring.  

After reading this article and understanding that Trinidad and Tobago dollars, 
money that is put into a Consolidated Fund by means of taxation of individuals, 
and moneys obtained from customs duties, et cetera, I think the people of 
Trinidad and Tobago should not be discriminated against. [Desk thumping] When 
I read this, although it was about health, the moneys that are spent in this country 
should benefit every single national in this country for equality of opportunity. As 
a result of that, discrimination as we know it, is taking place among the nationals. 
I am one of them and I could understand there are quite a number of others. I 
could call names, but I will tell the Minister privately. I am asking now, as an en 
passant move, according to the Member for San Fernando East: What has 
happened to the equal opportunity legislation? Where has it gone? 

Mr. Valley: It is coming. 
Dr. F. Khan: Is it going to come before or after the election? 
Mr. Valley: Before. 

Dr. F. Khan: Before or after the houses are filled? That was an en passant 
move. I would not be there; I will be out. By next year’s budget I will be gone. 

Dr. Rowley: Your word does not mean anything. 

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you. My word means nothing. [Interruption] 

Mr. Rahael: Let me respond to Dr. Manning-Alleyne. 

Dr. F. Khan: I will give you enough time at the end. The Guardian, 
Thursday, October 19, 2006 says: 

“Expired drugs used to perform surgery.” 

Surgeons at the San Fernando General Hospital have been using expired 
anaesthetic drugs to perform emergency surgery on patients, the president of 
the doctors’ association charged yesterday.  

…expired doses of the drug succinylcholine, a muscle relaxant…” 

the surgery was eventually shut down. 

“Chattergoon said he could not see why the items, which he was told were 
available at C40, were not ordered before the hospital’s stock ran out.” 
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What I just said, there seems to be some sort of an incestuous relationship 
between C40 and certain suppliers, and shortages. The Minister might disagree 
with me. Creation of shortages and the need to get it rapidly, then you call C40 and 
you say we need these drugs right away, and C40 has to now say they could call a 
supplier who could supply it right away. And when Mrs. Manning-Alleyne 
indicates that there are certain emails that pass and certain movements that take 
place, you end up with exactly what she was saying, that certain preferred 
contractors are obtaining the moneys in Trinidad and Tobago under, as they say it 
is different relationships and insider trading. I see the Minister “skin up” his face, 
but that is what is happening.  

Mr. Rahael: The price is the same.  

Dr. F. Khan: The price may be the same but it disallows the equality of 
opportunity of the tender process to take place. So you call your people and you 
say, okay, this and that. And it is done in such a nice sleight of hand manner, as 
different things are being done in this country nowadays, such as money being 
used from the Consolidated Fund for the CEPEPization of the economy to such an 
extent that it is creating a private army for the next election. That is what is going 
on, taking money from the Consolidated Fund, putting it into SWMCOL, and 
CEPEP is being run. For the last count there were 400 contractors. Out of that, 399 
were PNM party supporters. And how were they chosen? 

The money is going towards certain activities that are being used for vote-
grabbing and not instituting equality of opportunity as we should have it in this 
country. When the Prime Minister indicated two years ago that he was going to 
expand the programme to give everyone a chance in CEPEP, I understand there 
were horrors.  

6.30 p.m. 
Mr. Speaker, people decided that they were not going to go with that and I 

think the number of contractors has stayed the same. I understand from our last 
count that the Community-based Environmental Protection and Enhancement 
Programme (CEPEP) contractors were getting between $50,000-plus per month at 
the end of the calculation. That money was to manage two or three gangs to cut 
the roads, et cetera, and the majority of the people who were at the top scale of the 
CEPEP gang are their families and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, that in itself is an abomination to where the money is going from 
the Consolidated Fund into that type of activity. I am very glad that the Member 
for Diego Martin Central indicated that the Equal Opportunity legislation is going 
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to come to Parliament, so it can be questioned. If I am wrong, I will admit and 
apologize, but at the end of the day let us have a mechanism in place that people 
outside could ask for some sort of legal opinion on what is supposed to take place. 

When we were in office the Member for Caroni Central started the pilot 
project for the ambulance service. It was supposed to be done in San Fernando. 
The then Permanent Secretary, Mr. Hamid O’Brien—and we had a lot of 
discussions—we indicated that that was a pilot project and we started off with 
some ambulances from the Canadian Government, Nova Scotia, and we were able 
to start a system of ambulance movement in this country towards public 
institutions. I always said they ought to have gone to all institutions, but 
apparently it is for public institutions only; I do not know why. [Interruption] I do 
not know if it is socialization of the health sector. 

Mr. Speaker, we always discussed having a national ambulance service being 
controlled by the Ministry of Health. However, much to my surprise, after a while 
the ambulances were gone; nothing was there for a while, and then I saw this. I 
quote from the Guardian dated Tuesday October 17, 2006, where more money 
being spent on something that is privatized; the same way as the Justice on Time 
went. It says:  

“Management and staff of the Global Medical Response of T&T Ltd 
(GMRTT) observed the one year anniversary of the company’s presence in T&T 
with an inter-faith… 

GMRTT assumed control of the operations of the emergency medical 
services in Trinidad in October 2005. 

The company, staffed with 245 employees, is responsible for the deployment 
of ambulances throughout Trinidad and transporting clients to public hospitals. 

Since assuming control of the emergency medical services, the company 
now operates 30 ambulances…”  

Mr. Speaker, is the money being spent to a private concern? Is it a private concern 
running these ambulances? Is it not the Ministry of Health? 

Mr. Rahael: Thank you, again, hon. Member for Barataria/San Juan. Mr. 
Speaker, when we were in office we provided additional ambulances for the 
South West Regional Health Authority to continue the programme of national 
transportation of patients. 

There were endless problems with that programme and that service. We had 
tremendous complaints of ambulances not arriving on time. There were a number 
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of ambulances down on a regular basis. A decision was made by the Ministry of 
Health that we should go out for tender for a private management, including 
South-West Regional Health Authority, that could have tendered to provide that 
service. It went out for public tender; we received the tenders; an evaluation was 
made and a preferred tenderer was identified and that tenderer got the contract. 
That is a group out of the United States of America in a local joint venture partner 
with another group in Trinidad, so did the Canadians and the others in the 
proposals that they made. Since then I am very pleased to report—If you would 
have noticed in the past year there have been less and less complaints about 
ambulances arriving on time when they are called. 

Mr. Speaker, you would remember the incident on the Government campus 
when the scaffolding fell, the ambulances were there within one minute because 
of their networking and the location of their ambulances. I am happy to report that 
the workers who worked in the South West Regional Health Authority are the 
same workers employed with this company. It was a straight question of 
management of employees; management of vehicles and management of time to 
the accident. 

Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Minister, I understand what you are saying, it is 
being run effectively and I am very glad of that. But if somebody is getting 
billions of dollars they must run it effectively. At the end of the day, what I am 
saying to you—[Interruption] How come when the Ministry of Health was 
running it, it was running effectively with second hand ambulances and not 
millions of dollars being paid out? Those same employees who you say in South-
West Regional Health Authority are being employed there—do you know why 
they are there? Because they are getting small money and they have nowhere else 
to go. We have shut the national ambulance service and given it to the Global 
Medical Response of T&T Ltd. [Crosstalk] Mr. Speaker, it is the same way that 
millions of dollars from this country are being paid to “Yardies”.  

Mr. Rahael: It was sent to tender. 

Dr. F. Khan: Why was it sent for tender? That was going to be a movement 
of the Ministry of Health, the National Ambulance Authority. 

Mr. Rahael: It was never run efficiently then. 

Dr. F. Khan: This seems to be the trend, Mr. Speaker, that locals cannot do 
anything so bring in the foreigners and pay them millions of dollars. They have 
done it in the police service. They brought in “Yardies” in the police service. My 
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question was answered after a long time where the “Yardies” were being paid 
millions of dollars for the year and we had policemen here doing most of the 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, my argument is why are we taking money that is collected for 
our people; you are hitting them with taxes for cigarettes and alcohol and 
whatever it is; you are saying to me that alcohol and cigarettes are bad—I know 
they are bad, but why do you not tax sugar? [Interruption] You should! I have an 
article here: 

“Sugar linked to mental problems.  

Their study of more than 5,000 Norwegian 15- to 16-year-olds showed a clear and 
direct association between soft drink intake and hyperactivity, and a more 
complex link with other mental and behavioral disorders.” 

Mr. Rahael: Would you support a ban on soft drinks? 

Dr. F. Khan: I would, in schools. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who is the 
Governor of California, said that obesity is a very big thing in the Unites States of 
America, and he is a weightlifter of note. He has banned soft drinks in schools. 

Dr. Rowley: Did he ban steroids there? 

Dr. F. Khan: Member for Diego Martin West, let us not go into the gutter. 
Let us go—[Interruption] You do not give children steroids unless they have 
asthmatic conditions. If a child has an asthmatic condition you have to give him 
steroids; we cannot ban it. If you ban steroids people with asthmatic conditions 
would not get it and they would die. If you ban steroids premature babies would 
not get their injections of hydrocortisone and they would die from respiratory 
distress syndrome. [Interruption] I am not saying that, you said to ban steroids. 
You do not ban steroids. Steroids are a medical drug if used appropriately. You 
should say to ban steroids for weightlifting, I could understand you. I think they 
should ban steroids for weightlifting. Why not; they have done. Two Pakistani 
cricketers have been kicked out and pushed aside because of steroids. That is the 
way to go, but to say ban steroids totally, as I said respiratory distress syndrome 
in premature babies, they will die and persons with asthmatic conditions will die. 

Miss Lucky: The man is an expert in that field. [Interruption] 

Dr. F. Khan: I have no integrity because I did not resign. Mr. Speaker, the 
Member for Diego Martin Central, when the Member for San Fernando East put 
the Member for Arima out of the Senate, remember he said he was going to resign 
on the Friday and next day he said he was sorry. That is my friend; he taught me. 
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[Laughter] Mr. Speaker, certain things change. Morris Marshall—[Interruption]—all 
right, I would not go there. He was an excellent Member of Parliament and if the 
Minister was here, he might have been alive, if Mount Hope was working. 

Mr. Speaker, I now turn to Tobago. Does money from the Consolidated Fund 
go to Tobago? I just asked that question so I could continue the trend. Mr. 
Speaker, Tobago is being marketed as a tourist destination; a paradise to go to. 
The majority of people from Europe and England go to Tobago directly. Do you 
know what is the problem in Tobago? It is the health system in Tobago. 

I went across to Tobago and I saw the Member for Diego Martin West and it 
was nice seeing him relaxing with his family as I was relaxing with mine. 

Dr. Rowley: I live in Tobago.  

Dr. F. Khan: A common complaint in Tobago was the health facilities there. 
We are building—I say because I am part of Trinidad and Tobago—a Scarborough 
General Hospital. 

Hon. Member: Still? 

Dr. F. Khan: Yes, it is being done; I saw it. It has been down for a while 
because of NH International and his legal maneuvers. In the hospital in Tobago 
there are a lot of babies dying because of infections, although they refuted it to 
some extent. The hospital kitchen was closed because of rat faeces. Rats are a 
very high source of leptospirosis and you get hepatic renal syndrome; it is 
something called spirochaete. They infest the liver and the kidneys and you get a 
shutdown. Rat faeces, poor infection control—Mount Hope has poor infection 
control: I heard it from—it is a serious problem in Mount Hope. There is not even 
a good cardiac centre or cardiac team or cardiac firm there. If a tourist in Tobago 
gets a heart attack and ends up in the hospital he or she would die. 

Hon. Member: Why are you only talking about the tourists; what about the 
people of Tobago? 

Mrs. Job-Davis: Are you not concerned about the people living in Tobago? 

Dr. F. Khan: I am coming to that now. The reason I only talked about tourists 
is because the majority of Tobagonians rely on tourism for their money. 
[Interruption] I am sure the innate Tobagonians who live there have complained 
to me—they come to Trinidad—that the health facility in Tobago is a disaster. It 
is unfair to the people of Tobago to be existing among all the regimes and end up 
with that. 
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Mrs. Job-Davis: Thank you hon. Member, would you agree that in 
1995/1996, had we started that hospital we would not have had this problem at 
this time? 

Dr. F. Khan: I quite agree with you, Member for Tobago East, in 1995/1996 
you would have had a UNC government and it would have been finished. As you 
have said, when the Member for Caroni Central and I were in the ministry, we 
were performers. Minister Rahael, you are a performer, but you have been taking 
wrong advice sometimes. You are a good performer; I am talking health. I am not 
talking anything else. 

Mr. Rahael: You could talk about the other way too. 
Dr. F. Khan: The Tobago health care, I would like to make representation on 

behalf of the people who spoke to me in Tobago—they are not UNC, COP or PNM 
people or whatever. The people of Tobago are suffering and whatever you could 
do, Mr. Minister, to kick-start that hospital, I think it will be—[Interruption]—I 
am just telling you. Make sure they have a proper Intensive Care Unit in that 
hospital for the people of Tobago. 

Mrs. Job-Davis: Mr. Speaker, I just want to remind the hon. Member that Act 
No. 40 of 1996 gives the Tobago House of Assembly the authority and the 
responsibility for health matters in Tobago. That is under the Fifth Schedule and, 
therefore, the Minister of Health really only plays a nominal role. Your concerns 
should be directed to the Tobago House of Assembly, the Chief Secretary and the 
Secretary for Health.  

6.45 p.m. 
Dr. F. Khan: Thank you, Member for Tobago East. I am very grateful for that 

information. Could I ask you to make representations on my behalf?  

Mr. Speaker, the Members for Tobago East and West sit in this Parliament—
and I have spoken to them—have the Tobagonian people and Tobago at heart. I 
am not saying the other people from the Tobago House of Assembly do not 
because I do have interactions with them. I do not mean any disrespect, but it is 
unfortunate that the Tobago representatives have not been given what recognition 
they deserve as Members of Parliament for fighting a general election and coming 
to this House. I shudder to think after seeing what has happened to Tobago East 
and Tobago West, given junior ministries as I was, and at the end of the day when 
I see local government reform and the new Constitution, I wonder if the moneys 
of this country that are going to be spent in the latter years after collection of 
taxes, the Members of Parliament will be subjected to that type of non-recognition 
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in the House of Representatives or in the governance of this country. Whether you 
are on the PNM side, UNC side, COP side, or whatever side, you did fight an 
election. You did win an election and if the Constitution reformers—why is it 
money is being spent to formulate a plan for proportional representation in lower 
levels and no proportional representation in general election? 

Mr. Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired. 
Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30 

minutes. [Miss G. Lucky] 
Question put and agreed to. 

Dr. F. Khan: [Crosstalk]  

[By order of the Chair, remarks withdrawn] Mr. Speaker, the Member for 
Laventille East/Morvant has been provoking me all evening. Mr. Speaker, the 
Member for Diego Martin West only comes alive when the Member for San 
Fernando East is gone. He stays quiet and reads right through and when the 
Member for San Fernando East goes—but he is looking at him on TV. He said 
that. He has a little TV in his room. 

Mr. Speaker, the moneys that are collected and spent in such a manner—I 
would like to find out—the Tobago hospital is no longer a need, it is a necessity 
for the people of Tobago and I think the Member for San Fernando East should 
give some empowerment to the Members for Tobago West and East to deal with 
that problem because it is a Tobago problem and although the Tobago House of 
Assembly is responsible, I personally believe being the elected representatives, 
that they should be empowered to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Health indicated that money is being spent on 
consultant doctors in the public institutions and they are not giving their just due. 
As a result of that the waiting lists were elongated and I think he said they had 
11,000 on the waiting list and when you came in there were 15,000 and you 
instituted the waiting list initiative because, from what you understood, the 
moneys that were being spent on salaries to consultants and so forth, they were 
not doing enough work and they were not in the hospitals and so forth. I could 
attest to that, there are certain doctors like that, Mr. Speaker, and he is not wrong. 
But there are also certain doctors who give of their time and have their private 
practice after 4.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m. But there are a lot of bad eggs that do the 
same thing. I always mentioned that when we were in the Ministry we were trying 
to do what you call a system where you could have full time/part time or in 
between.  
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I come a bit to the waiting list initiative. The waiting list initiative is a good 
idea but it is being abused because the person you have seeing about it is a doctor 
of theology. He is not even a management person. His name is Dr. L but he is a 
doctor of theology. He is not a medical doctor. He is not even a management 
person. He has a history and I think you should look into that history.  

Mr. Speaker, the waiting list initiative is a good idea but when I read that 
hernias have been basically eliminated; fibroids one week, joints basically 
eliminated—that was from the last waiting list initiative, I asked myself why did 
they pay $16 million again if everything is eliminated. I just asked that for a 
reason. Is it going to be an open tender—I realize now the waiting list initiative is 
going to be the Ministry’s way of introducing the National Health Insurance 
Programme, I am not stupid, and if you are going to do that, it is not a bad idea 
once you are able to get doctors and pay effectively and work full time in the 
hospitals and give them a good remuneration but what is happening in the waiting 
list initiative, moneys are being spent—but I am going to show you a couple 
things.  

There is a certain block amount of money being given per procedure; whether 
the procedures are easy, in between or difficult. And what institutions have been 
doing; the pre-operative assessment has been curtailed. [Crosstalk]  I am just 
telling you what is happening. There are certain things done in public hospitals 
and certain things are being funded outside and the complications that are 
occurring, the people on the waiting list are being farmed out very fast, they are 
not being given proper post-operative treatment and also the complications that 
occur are being sent to the hospitals. These are the other ones. The people in the 
hospital—I am glad you said it is the hospital.  The doctors that are performing, 
the waiting list initiative in the hospital on surgical patients are not qualified to do 
so on their own. They are not specialist qualifications to do it on their own.  

Mr. Rahael: Could you please give way so that I can clarify it because what 
you are saying is not accurate. Thank you again, Member. Mr. Speaker, the 
waiting list initiative, over 90 per cent of the surgeries are done in our public 
health institutions, the Port of Spain General Hospital and at Mount Hope.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to inform hon. Members, particularly the hon. 
Member for Barataria/San Juan, that the list of the patients comes from the 
consultant, the doctor, so that each consultant and each firm has a waiting list. 
Those are the patients who are put onto the waiting list. The doctors who perform 
on those patients are, in fact, the consultant or the registrar of the firm. I am 
telling you that is how it is. I will call one name. Dr. X’s waiting list is the waiting 
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list that Dr. X and his registrar will work on and do the surgery because they have 
to take care of that patient’s post-surgery as well. 

I want to give you the assurance that is how it is being done. It is not being 
done by other doctors. What we have put in place is to ensure that the patients that 
belong to that particular firm as is called in the health sector, is the firm that does 
the surgery. 

Dr. F. Khan: That I must say is the ideal way of doing things, but it is not 
being done like that. Check it out. I am telling you that from the information I 
have from the hospital, and you as Minister take my word as a Member of 
Parliament and check it again. 

Mr. Rahael: I will, but you know some people are against it and, therefore, I 
will make certain statements. 

Dr. F. Khan:  These are people who work in it and I do not want to 
compromise them. The consultants, yes, the registrar, yes, they are qualified 
surgeons but they are not doing it. Their house officers and junior officers are 
doing all the work. Please check it.  

The reason I mention this point is we are moving very fast into an area of 
medical litigation in this country that is blooming. It is coming like a cable TV and 
if somebody on the waiting list initiative gets a complication or death as the one 
you had recently, do you know that the Ministry of Health, the Regional Health 
Authority are responsible as they say legally to pay millions of dollars out to these 
people if a non-specialist person operated on them?  That is important. I am just 
telling you.  

Mr. Speaker, I just want to touch on one point. There has been a furor on the 
Medical Board—money is being spent in such a manner to produce a waiting list 
of $16 million. 

Mr. Valley: Money spent is Appropriation Bill. This is revenue, this is the 
other side. 

Dr. F. Khan: The Member was sleeping. After the Member for Diego Martin 
Central has tea he cannot seem to function, he goes and sleeps. I just read from 
the Constitution. Is it wrong and that is why you want to change it for a draft 
constitution?  

Mr. Speaker, the Medical Board from what I see in the newspapers is going to 
have amendments for different movements and as a different structure. The 
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Medical Board is a statutory body and they receive money from the Ministry of 
Health to run their business, secretaries and so forth, and I think I am still between 
the lines of Provisional Collection of Taxes Order there.  

7.00 p.m. 
I have read an article by Prof. Courtney Bartholomew, who is saying that it is 

a good thing for it to happen—and it is a good thing.  The Medical Board is 
supposed to be changed for the longest while, but at the end of the day, it should 
not be changed in such a manner as to give total control to the Ministry. That is 
just my little piece. For Prof. Bartholomew to jump in and say who will guard the 
guards—he was the one who started the University of the West Indies (UWI) and 
he was the consultant whom many junior doctors said could not be found on the 
wards to direct the young students. For him to say these things against the people 
on the Medical Board—I was once a vice-president of the Medical Board.  

I hope the Minister of Health reads this article. It seems he wants to get on the 
Medical Board. At the end of the day any money that is being collected will be 
put into the Consolidated Fund. Out of everything I have said here tonight, I just 
hope the Government takes one thing on board—the people of Tobago should 
allow the Members for Tobago East and West to lobby and they will get their 
hospital, so that we could use the taxes to pay the doctors properly and the people 
of Tobago. 

I thank you.  
Dr. Hamza Rafeeq (Caroni Central): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will 

intervene for a brief moment in this debate. [Interruption]  I do not want 75 
minutes; I can say what I have to say in less than that. 

At the outset, I join with others in this honourable House who have expressed 
greetings to the Hindu and Muslim communities on the occasion of Divali and 
Eid. I myself wish members of the Hindu community and the international 
community Shubh Divali; and members of the Muslim community and the 
national community, Eid Mubarak. Eid, as you know, will be celebrated on Tuesday. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we have established in the debate so far, by Members 
who spoke—there are Members who have made interventions while they were 
sitting, including the Prime Minister—that this is not a revenue-collecting mechanism. 
It was not put in the budget for the primary purpose of collecting revenue. This 
was put in the budget for health reasons. 

Let me read from the budget statement by the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance when he said: 
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“Mr. Speaker, to emphasize further the Government’s commitment to 
promoting healthy lifestyles, an increase is proposed to the excise duty on 
tobacco products, the import duty on tobacco products of Common Market 
origin, and the tobacco tax on extra-regional tobacco products, by 15 percent 
respectively. This measure will take place with immediate effect.  

Mr. Speaker, we also propose to increase the excise duty on locally 
manufactured rum, beer and other alcoholic products by 15 percent, while the 
import duty on rum, beer and other alcoholic products of Common Market 
origin will be increased by 15 percent. Import duties on rum, beer and other 
alcoholic products from extra regional sources will be increased by 30 
percent.”   

Mr. Speaker, the point is that the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
made it quite clear that this is not a revenue-collecting mechanism. This has been 
instituted to deal with health-related problems caused by tobacco and alcohol. 

The Minister of Health, when he spoke, mentioned the diseases that are 
caused by tobacco and alcohol and we are in agreement with that. As a matter of 
fact, when we were at the Ministry of Health, we campaigned heavily against 
tobacco smoking and the excessive use of alcohol and so on, so we have no 
difficulty accepting that there are serious health risks connected with alcohol 
consumption and cigarette smoking. 

I want basically to deal with some of the issues raised by the Minister of 
Health himself. He mentioned that one of the diseases caused by tobacco is end-
stage renal failure. That is when both kidneys shut down. That is true, but the 
difficulty I have is that in the 2004 budget the Minister of Finance said—I would 
like to quote 2004/2005 budget:  

“…we will be providing before January 01, 2005, two renal dialysis 
treatment centres; one in the north and one in the south, each providing 
treatment for 200 persons. This will be supplemented by a renal transplant 
surgery programme to provide renal surgery at the Eric Williams Medical 
Sciences Complex, Mount Hope.” 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance promised that by January 01, 2005, there 
would have been two dialysis centres in Trinidad and Tobago catering for 200 
persons each, in the north and south. He said this in 2004. The year 2005 has 
gone; 2006 has gone and there are no dialysis centres in Trinidad as yet. None of 
these has been set up and we do not know what is the status and when they will 
come on stream.  
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We do know that there are thousands of persons in Trinidad and Tobago who 
are suffering with end-stage renal failure who cannot access dialysis. We do know 
that there are thousands of people in Trinidad and Tobago, many of whom will 
die because they cannot access renal dialysis because they have not fulfilled their 
promise to establish two renal dialysis centres since January 2005. Mr. Speaker, 
that is the first difficulty I have with this.  

The second difficulty I have is that—and I have really spoken ad nauseam on 
this and had promised myself not to raise it again, but in the context of this I have 
to raise the implementation of the Human Issue Transplant Act. Mr. Speaker, as 
you know, this Act was passed in 2000 and since then we have been asking for it 
to be implemented. As I said, there are thousands of people suffering from renal 
failure who can benefit from the implementation of this Act. 

We have this year so far over 300 murders. We are not proud of that as 
Trinidadians and Tobagonians and we do not wish it to continue, but we know 
that many young people have been murdered and their organs could have been 
used to give life to other people; their organs which are good organs could have 
been used to give life to people suffering from chronic renal failure, so that they 
could live a normal life, if the Human Tissue Transplant Act had been 
implemented. To date that Act has not been implemented and we do not know 
what the keep-back is. The Minister of Health has been asked on several 
occasions and he has given several start-up dates but up to today—we are in 
October 2006—it has not been implemented and we do not have in Trinidad and 
Tobago transplantation of organs from cadavers.  

He mentioned transplantation. We have had organ transplantation from live 
donors, and that has been going on for maybe even 10 years now, but organ 
transplants from cadavers have not been implemented and there is the potential in 
that practice to give life to many people who cannot afford it. We have had people 
who have had to go to Pakistan and to other countries to have renal transplant 
done and we know that some people have even died after the transplant in 
Pakistan and other places. If this is implemented, then many people can benefit 
and get a new lease on life from the death sentence they have at present from 
chronic renal failure. Mr. Speaker, that is the other point I wanted to raise.  

My third point, when we were at the Ministry of Health, we were very 
aggressive as far as smoking is concerned. We had put out, I think, a White Paper 
on smoking and we had said that some of the elements in the policy of 
government at that time would be the banning of smoking in all public places; that 
we would have a complete ban of advertisements of cigarettes; that cigarette 
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companies would not be able to sponsor cultural or sporting events and that we 
would have on the cigarette package strong messages covering at least 50 per cent 
of the surface of the package. 

The Minister mentioned that in some countries these things have already been 
implemented. In many countries, these things have already been implemented. I 
do not understand the keep-back in implementing this. This is five years. This 
measure we are discussing today is only one small measure in the fight against 
cigarette smoking and as the Minister himself has said, if we increase the excise 
duty by 15 per cent, according to the studies that have been done in other parts of 
the world, the decrease in smoking will be minimal, maybe 4 per cent or 5 per 
cent. 

We are spending five, six or seven hours here today in a very small measure 
that will give a very small reward. [Interruption]  You could have done so much 
more. You could have brought the legislation to deal with the banning of cigarette 
advertisements and so much more that could have helped the people of Trinidad 
and Tobago, especially the young people. 

There has been a practice by the cigarette companies to invite young people to 
a gathering and give them cigarettes to smoke. These things have to be stopped. 
There is another advertisement that some of the cigarette companies are putting 
on the newspaper. They are saying that if you cannot vote, do not smoke. Mr. 
Speaker, that is a very dangerous advertisement. Every young person in this 
country looks forwards to getting to the age where he can vote, so if you cannot 
vote, do not smoke, but once you can vote then it is permissible and advisable to 
smoke. It is a dangerous message that the advertisement is sending to our young 
people. Once you have not reached the age of 18, do not smoke, but after that, it is 
permissible. That is what the advertisement is saying to young people. It is a 
dangerous advertisement and these are the things we have to deal with if we want 
to make some dent in this problem. 

The other area—I will be brief in this contribution—is that I said I do not 
think that this will have a very significant effect on the number of people 
smoking, but there are many people in this country at this time who have cancer 
related to the smoking of cigarettes.  

Cigarette smoking does not only cause cancer of the lung. Cigarette smoking 
causes cancer in other parts of the body—the throat, the stomach, the pancreas 
and many other parts of the body. [Interruption] 
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Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, Member for Arouca North, Member for 
Laventille East/Morvant, I am listening to a very interesting contribution being 
made by the Member for Caroni Central and I think that the Hansard reporter 
would like to record it. So please give her the opportunity and give me the 
opportunity to listen to it. 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, I was making the point that cigarette smoking is 
implicated in cancer of the lungs, the stomach, the pancreas and in other parts of 
the body. At this point, cancer has almost become epidemic in Trinidad and 
Tobago. There are many reasons and many causes, one of which is smoking. 

Some years ago, when someone had cancer, it was seen as a death sentence. 
That is no longer so. With the advances in treatment and so on—all modalities of 
treatment, radiotherapy, chemotherapy and surgery—now some doctors are even 
talking in terms of a cure for cancer and in other cases, if it cannot be cured, at 
least the lives of those who have cancer could be prolonged and in cases where 
the patients are terminal, they could live a more comfortable life until they go to 
their final resting place.  

7.15 p.m. 

For all this to happen there must be early diagnosis and staging; there must be 
appropriate treatment and, as I said, in terms of chemotherapy, radiotherapy and 
so on, and for those patients who are really terminally ill there must be proper 
palliative care. Proper care also involves counselling and so on.  

Sadly, for so much money that is flowing in Trinidad and Tobago we do not 
have facilities to treat patients with cancer. We have the radiotherapy centre there 
at St. James; they have two machines there, one which is 20 something years old 
and one which was bought recently, but they are not state-of-the-art equipment; 
they are not modern equipment. Today, we should have been moving in to a brand 
new state-of-the-art oncology centre. That was the plan; that was the promise; the 
money was provided; everything was being done; today we should have been 
moving into a brand new oncology centre, with state-of-the-art equipment, 
personnel and everything. So far very little has been done; a lot of money has 
been spent. I was really taken aback during the committee stage—[Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please! 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: —when the Minister of Health mentioned that the contract 
between the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government of Canada 
was only for consultancy services and it was not for construction of the centre. He 
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mentioned that tenders will be going out for the construction of the centre. 
[Crosstalk]  There is an article in the Newsday where Dr. William Dhanessar, that 
is the consultant at the radiotherapy centre in St. James, is saying that cancer 
patients are dying to get treatment. I just want to read a couple paragraphs of this. 
He said it is two months before they can have radiation treatment; it is not really 
acceptable. During this time people diagnosed with stage one cancer can become 
stage two and people with stage two can become stage three, and some of them do 
not turn up because they are not around. 

Mr. Speaker, what he is saying is some of them do not turn up because they 
die. [Interruption]  [Dr. Rowley knocks the Standing Orders on the desk]  Yes, I 
have seen it and I am just responding to some of the issues that the Minister of 
Health raised. I think the Speaker understands that as well. 

The point is, I am saying that cigarette smoking causes a lot of cancer; we 
need to have a proper cancer treatment centre in Trinidad and Tobago—[Interruption]  
I said that, you came in late you did not hear—I do not know what is the keep-
back but I want to urge the Minister again; I want to plead with him; I want to beg 
him to do whatever is in his power to make sure that the cancer centre is 
constructed and outfitted as early as possible.  

Mr. Speaker, we do not want to be remembered as a country that has so much 
money and still we cannot take care of our patients who have cancer. I made a 
request last year and I want to make the same request this year, that is, until we 
have a proper functioning cancer centre here, patients who require treatment that 
is not available here I am asking the Government to provide some kind of facility 
whereby these patients can be treated abroad; some kind of subsidy or some kind 
of money that they can be treated abroad at the expense of the Government. If the 
Government does not foot the whole bill, but some kind of subsidy should be 
given to these patients so that they can seek care abroad. Seeking care for cancer 
is extremely expensive. [Desk thumping]  And I am saying that some facility 
should be given to these patients so they can seek medical care for cancer abroad. 

Mr. Rahael: Thank you, hon. Member for giving way. I want to give you the 
assurance that in fact there is such a fund; it is the Medical Aid Fund and we have 
assisted patients in the past year who required treatment overseas and we will 
continue to do so. 

Mr. Sharma: Minister, can you say if there is a ceiling on that? 

Mr. Speaker: Please, we cannot have an intervention in an intervention. 
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Dr. H. Rafeeq: [Interruption]  No, I gave him way; I gave way. Mr. Speaker, 
I just have five minutes again. I know that there is the Medical Aid Fund, but that 
money is very, very limited; I think they give $15,000 or $20,000. That is really 
negligible when you are talking about treating cancer abroad; that is really, really  
negligible; it costs a lot more than that. 

I would just like to make one final point. That is that as I said, whether the 
measures that we are debating today bear fruit or not; we have people who are 
smoking; we have people who have all kinds of diseases and who will need 
treatment in our medical institutions. I made reference to some of the progammes 
the Minister of Health had initiated for surgery and so on, but I just want to make 
reference to one issue, something that I really take issue with and with this 
Government and that is, that in the winding up of the budget debate last year and 
in the budget debate of this year the Prime Minister mentioned that together with 
the Johns Hopkins Hospital, they would be constructing a new Port of Spain 
General Hospital replacement facility; a facility to replace the existing hospital.  

Mr. Speaker I have always said that on this side we would support any 
initiative by the Government that will redound to the benefit of the population of 
Trinidad and Tobago as regards health care. [Crosstalk]   

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: But Port of Spain General Hospital is a good institution. Port 
of Spain General Hospital is in need of some refurbishment, but that can be done 
at a fraction of the cost that it will take to build a new facility. A new state-of-the-
art hospital will take between $1 billion and $2 billion and the Port of Spain 
General Hospital can be refurbished at a fraction of that cost and it can be brought 
up to date. Port of Spain General Hospital has serious problems. [Interruption]  
No, no, no, listen to what I am saying.  

You know there are many horror stories coming out of Port of Spain General 
Hospital but little of that has to do with the infrastructure; a lot has to do with the 
management of the hospital itself; that is not the problem in Port of Spain General 
Hospital. As I said, some work needs to be done with the infrastructure, but a lot 
of the problems coming out of Port of Spain General Hospital and indeed the 
entire health sector, and the Minister will tell you that, is management. [Crosstalk]  So 
if you build a new hospital— 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 
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Dr. H. Rafeeq: If you build a new hospital and you take the same staff and 
the same management practices and transfer them to the new hospital, how do you 
expect a different result?  You cannot get a different result. The point I am 
making is that you do not need a new hospital; what you need is new management 
structures; that is what you need. You can take the same money and you can 
refurbish the Port of Spain General Hospital and you can do so much in the other 
hospitals and in the other health care facilities to help patients.  

Mr. Speaker, we have Mount Hope Medical Complex and the Prime Minister 
mentioned in his budget that the new hospital will be a centre for research and 
education and so on; that is what Mount Hope hospital was built for. Up to today 
we cannot even open the entire Mount Hope facility; that was built 25 years ago. 
The Minister said that the entire facility is not yet open; he still has two wards to 
open. He has two wards to open on a facility that was built 25 years ago. Even as 
we speak today— 

Mr. Rahael: Six years ago they opened a ward— 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, I do not want to get into a fight with the 
Minister of Health because that will take a long time. I am saying that Mount 
Hope Medical Complex has not been open fully; it was built 25 years ago and that 
was the hospital that this Government said would be the centre of excellence; the 
centre for research, training and so on. What has happened to that?  Has that idea 
been abandoned?  The idea that Mount Hope Medical Complex should be the 
facility for research, training and so on; has that idea been abandoned?   Now you 
are going to build a new Port of Spain hospital for that purpose. That does not 
make sense and I will tell you something, even as we speak, Mount Hope Medical 
Complex is falling apart. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Please, please, hon. Members for Diego Martin East and West 
and Chaguanas, if you want to carry on a conversation go outside. Please, 
continue Member. 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, I am saying that Mount Hope Medical Complex 
is falling apart. Money needs to be put into Mount Hope Medical Complex to 
save it; that can still be a centre of excellence, but a lot of money needs to be put 
into that hospital to bring it up to the standard it was designed for. So, I am saying 
instead of building a new hospital; refurbish Port of Spain General Hospital; 
refurbish Mount Hope Medical Complex; bring it to the standard that it was 
supposed to be; then you have a centre of excellence and you have Port of Spain 
which would be providing good care. 
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On this point, I do not know what is the status of the National Health 
Insurance, but I want to remind the Minister and the Government, that when the 
National Health Insurance scheme comes into place—and I know that you have 
intentions of bringing it on at some point in time—the private sector will be 
taking a much greater role in the provision of health care. The private sector will 
be in greater demand to provide health care. What is the reason that you want to 
build another hospital then?  Why is it that you want to build another hospital 
when the private sector will be more involved in the provision of health care?  I 
do not understand the logic.  

You are going to build a new Port of Spain hospital—I do not know how long 
from now, but maybe in the next couple of years—but just a couple weeks ago 
there was an advertisement in the newspaper asking for tenders for design and 
construction of a new psychiatric facility at the Port of Spain General Hospital. 
What is the logic?  If you are going to decommission that hospital and replace it 
with another hospital, why is it that you want to build a new psychiatric facility 
there now?  I do not understand the logic. And what is the plan—[Interruption]  Sure. 

Mr. Rahael: Thank you for giving way. The idea is that there are some 
services that will remain on the existing site and a brand new hospital will be built 
on a new site. The Port of Spain General Hospital, part of it is over 150 years old, 
and you have different buildings and surgery is taking place in one building and to 
get from that location to the ward you have to pass through open air and on 
corridors where other people are mingling. So there are certain things that we 
might be able to contain and leave at the existing Port of Spain General Hospital 
and then you build a new one for other different services. 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, Port of Spain General Hospital replacement 
facility; what does that mean?  I thought Port of Spain General Hospital replacement 
facility means that they were building a facility to replace Port of Spain General 
Hospital; I thought that is what was meant by that. In any case, listen to what is 
happening; listen to the logic. You are taking patients from St. Ann’s Hospital; 
you are building a new facility in Port of Spain General Hospital to house them; 
then you are removing the patients from Port of Spain General Hospital; building 
a new facility to put them; what is going to happen with St. Ann’s Hospital?  
What is the future of St. Ann’s Hospital?  That has not been mentioned. What is 
the future of St. Ann’s Hospital?  Are you going to close down St. Ann’s 
Hospital?  You are bringing patients from St. Ann’s to put in Port of Spain; you 
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are bringing patients from Port of Spain to put in a new hospital. What is going to 
happen with St. Ann’s Hospital?  [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 
Dr. H. Rafeeq: Finally, what is the position of this Government with respect 

to Caura Hospital?  This Government has said nothing, nothing, as far as Caura 
Hospital is concerned. Caura Hospital at this point in time has some services. 
What is going to happen with the services at Caura Hospital?  Are you going to 
close down Caura Hospital?  You will have to talk to the Member for Tunapuna 
before you do that. What is going to happen at Caura Hospital?  What is going to 
happen with the services to Caura Hospital?  This Government has— 

Mr. Rahael: What about the central hospital? 
Dr. H. Rafeeq: You want me to talk about the central hospital?  If you want 

me to talk about the Central hospital I can talk about that, because I have a lot to 
say about that, but I will keep that for another time. 

Mr. Imbert: Talk about cigarette and rum. 

Dr. H. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, the point is, as far as this measure is concerned, 
where we are raising the taxes for rum and cigarette and so on, I am saying that I 
have my doubts as to whether that will give any significant results and the Prime 
Minister did say that if that does not work, we will try something else. I am saying 
you already have a whole package of things that you can do; let us go ahead and 
do all these things. If you do all these things, I am sure that we will be able to 
make a dent in the number of patients who are suffering from illnesses related to 
cigarette smoking and alcohol abuse. 

Mr. Speaker, with these few words, I thank you. 

7.30 p.m. 
Mr. Manohar Ramsaran (Chaguanas): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

First, I would like to thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak this 
evening on what I consider to be the Divali eve and I would like to say as a Hindu 
I am very disappointed to be here in Parliament this evening, to say the least, to 
spend the time, because when you consider other holidays and things like that I 
believe as a Hindu the day before Divali is a very important day. 

Hon. Member: Why do you not go home? 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: It is an important evening but I am sure as a good family, 
my family will take care of what is taking place. [Interruption] 
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Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: And I am here now to make my contribution, Mr. 
Speaker. [Interruption] This should not hurt anyone; I just stated a case; that 
should not fall on anyone’s corn. I did not expect that or I would not have said it. 

Mr. Speaker, the Motion we are debating and I want to read it carefully into 
the record: 

“Whereas it is provided by section 3(1) of the Provisional Collection of Taxes 
Act, Chap. 74:01 (hereinafter called the Act) that where proposals for the 
general or Supplementary Appropriation of public funds are made to the 
House of Representatives and are embodied in an Appropriation or a Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill, the President may, for the purpose of raising revenue to 
meet the expenditure specified in any such Bill, by Order, provide for the 
imposition of a tax or the variation of an existing tax and from the date of the 
publication of the Order in the Gazette, the tax as imposed or varied shall be 
payable: 

And Whereas it is provided by section 3(5) of the Act that an Order varying an 
existing tax shall cease to have effect if the Order is not confirmed with or 
without modifications, by a resolution agreed to by the House within the next 
twenty-one days after the commencement of the Order: 

And Whereas the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006, made under 
section 3 of the Act, provided for the variation of taxes in the written law 
mentioned in the said Order to the extent and in the manner set out therein, for 
the purpose of raising revenue to meet the expenditure specified in the Bill. 

And Mr. Speaker, listen to the Bill. 

“entitled ‘An Act to provide for the service of Trinidad and Tobago for the 
financial year ending on the 30th day of September, 2007’: 

And Whereas the said Order commenced on the 4th day of October, 2006: 

And Whereas it is expedient to confirm the said Order: 

Be It Resolved that the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006 be 
confirmed.” 

Mr. Speaker, when you read this, what happened earlier today is a comedy.  

Hon. Member: This afternoon. 



338 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order  Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: This afternoon. Mr. Speaker, being in a revenue collection 
agency for many years, sometimes when you look at what you have to do it is 
tedious. I started working with Treasury and the bookkeeping was tedious, 
sometimes you have to enter something in a ledger six times and we would be 
bored doing that as youngsters. But when you realize what the British system that 
was imposed on us set out to do, was to have proper accountability of moneys 
spent by public officers and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. [Desk 
thumping] [Interruption] 

When we come this morning and we talk about raising revenues— 
Mr. Singh: Union tax. 
Mr. M. Ramsaran:—earlier today—it is a cricket term, he does not know 

about that—we are amending two different chapters of the laws of Trinidad and 
Tobago. Chap. 77, which deals with these cigar, cigarettes and tobacco; and the 
Customs Act 78:01, and of course all of this is covered by the Finance Act and 
which has its parentage in the Constitution of the country. 

When we come to Parliament to debate money and the people’s money of this 
country, Members of Parliament must be given full leeway to deal with how 
moneys are spent by the Government of the country. [Desk thumping] And the 
Constitution says it, any money to be taken out of the Consolidated Fund must 
come to Parliament, and now to put in— 

Mr. Valley: Let me just interrupt you, please. And you are right, if we were 
talking about expenditure you would have full rein, when we are talking about 
revenues you can talk about different ways of raising revenues. Last week the 
budget debate, the Appropriation Act talked about how we spend money; this 
week all we are doing is confirming an Order to raise revenue on two minor items 
and that is the distinction. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Thank you, I would not respond to that. I will repeat it 
again, Mr. Speaker, part of paragraph 3: 

“…for the purpose of raising revenue to meet the expenditure specified in the 
budget debate.” 

The budget that we debated last week. 

Mr. Valley: Right; that we should have debated last week. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: No, it is there, in the Motion. You did not read the 
Motion? [Interruption]  
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This debate, Mr. Speaker, I want to submit to the Government, is to approve 
provisions recommended in Legal Notice 266 of 2006 dated October 04, 2006. 
And further this must be approved by Parliament within 21 days and the Member 
for Diego Martin Central said, it is October 25, 2006; must be done, so you have 
to sit and take it. 

Mr. Speaker, according to Chap. 78:01 and let me read into the record how 
Customs and Excise Division gets into this too and then you will understand the 
seriousness of what we are talking about this evening. Section 6 of the Customs 
Act said— 

Mr. Singh: The man knows his stuff. 
Mr. M. Ramsaran:—and I quote: 

“Parliament…”[Interruption] 
Not Cabinet  

 “may from time to time by resolution impose import or export duties of 
customs upon any goods whatsoever which may be imported into or 
exported from Trinidad and Tobago and may revoke, reduce, increase or 
alter any such duties, and provide for the importation or exportation of any 
goods without payment of customs duty thereon.” 

We are also governed by Chap. 78:01. 
Mr. Valley: And check 78:50. Check 78:50 for me. 
Mr. M. Ramsaran: You check, I know it. Mr. Speaker, so we go on. As I 

said we have three laws governing what we do here this evening and these laws 
were imposed on the people of Trinidad and Tobago so that we may account for 
the people’s money, the scarce resources. 

I will go on, and section 12—I mentioned it before. The framers of our 
Constitution ensured that money matters must not be treated carelessly by anyone. 

 I witnessed today, this Government, and I am glad the Speaker stood strong; 
they placed the cart before the horse. They directed the debate to deal with items 
whose duties have been increased and not the fact which our Constitution 
guarantees, protection that the revenue will be well spent—will be well spent—
whenever it is spent. And I am putting it to you that they tried to silence the 
Opposition. 

Mr. Speaker, this wrong that has been done today will put you to shame 
because when the people who look at the Parliament and understand what took 
place as if the Government has something to hide; we do not know. 
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Dr. Rowley: We have a Standing Order to follow. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: This debate, as I said before, has become a debate on 
alcohol— 

Mr. Singh: Yes. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran:—bush rum— 

Mr. Singh: Yes. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran:—datoor— 

Mr. Singh: Correct. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran:—dharu— 

Mr. Singh: Correct. 

Hon. Member: Joy juice. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran:—cigarettes, tobacco and even marijuana. I want to look 
at some of the measures. [Interruption]  

Hon. Member: Let us hear about the rubbing alcohol. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Rubbing alcohol, everything. And that is the problem, we 
sort of neglected the importance of what we came here to do and let me go into 
what has happened. [Interruption] When we look at the increase—and somebody 
said it is nothing. Maybe it is nothing for the big people, but everybody in this 
country; a percentage of every class would consume alcohol, whether we like it or 
not. And is there any evidence to show that since 2001 to now the cigarette or 
alcohol intake has lessened with the increase that we put in place in 2001?  

Is there any research done? Has anything been done to say, yes because of that 
increase—the same increase, you know; they did not change a single dot—the 
same increase in 2001 and no evidence will show well look this worked so we 
would do it again. We increase by 10 per cent in this five years so we will 
increase by another 10 per cent in the next ten years. Nothing was done. Is the 
Government short of revenue so you have to impose new taxes and whenever you 
impose new taxes you have people who will suffer the consequences. Whether we 
like it or not, whether the intention is good or not, the fact is that the poorer 
people out there will be affected by this. They cannot stop drinking, if they could 
they would. I know people who are smokers and alcoholics and drug users and 
they will come to me and promise everything, that they want to stop. 
[Interruption]  Their children are suffering [Interruption] I said a percentage of; 
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and they cannot stop, they do not have the strength to do it. It will also erode their 
earning power to take home. 

Mr. Singh: Good point. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Let me just quickly talk about it. Beer, we trivialize it but 
the old duty on a litre of beer—and I want to make a point and I am sure that the 
Member will know that the cost does not affect the duty in this case, it is per litre. 
On all alcohol taxes are charged per litre. So how much it costs to manufacture it 
is when it is bottled excise duties are collected when the alcohol has been put into 
cases and you work the strength of the alcohol then it is charged per litre, at 
strength so and so. It might be a difficult task for those who not know it, but it is 
simple when you know it and then this is how the excise duties are collected. 
Import duties are collected on the cost, insurance and freight and add, per litre 
again, and you add that and multiply it by 15 per cent, so the increase would be a 
little more than—15 per cent. Right. Good. 

Mr. Speaker, a litre of beer will move from $4.75 to $6.76, so technically, a 
beer should not go up more than a dollar. But listen to what our people did our 
there. I am saying there is no system to control anything. As soon as they heard 
the Minister of Finance or TV and radio they went and increased their beer by 15 
per cent. 

Hon. Member: And everybody stop drinking. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: You stay there and feel so. And technically the increase 
was only supposed to be about 40 or 50 cents, and this is important to note but 
there is no mechanism in order to control that, so take it as you get it. You want to 
drink well pay for it, they say; $2.45 on stout. 

The contradiction, I will talk about it. Shandy: Is Shandy an alcoholic drink? 
[Interruption] This is the mixed signal you get from the Government; they 
announced alcohol, beer and cigarettes, but yet you come and charge increased 
duty on Shandy. I do not understand it. [Interruption] What immorality does the 
drinking of a Shandy cause, or Malta?  I think you have to look at this, but then 
you cannot look at it, you do not have time; people take it too, if you drink 
alcohol, if you drink Shandy you might as well drink a beer; that is what you are 
telling the people. [Interruption] Yes, we have intelligent people who could deal 
with that. 

Mr. Speaker, sparkling wine was increased by $15 per litre and the higher 
quantity by $19 and then it comes to what we know best, brandy $59.15 with new 
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duty and $45 with old duty so $14 increase on brandy, $14 on other types of 
brandy. Whisky has moved from $45 to $59 and this is where there is this 
anomaly that the bottle of the cheapest whisky that people will get out there, who 
cannot afford to buy the big ounces, the duties have gone up the same. So if you 
are drinking a bottle of Johnnie Walker Black—increased by the same duty as 
brandy. 

Let me read it again so you will understand. Whiskys in bottles, not exceeding 
46 strength per litre $59.15. So any kind of whisky, the same duty.  

Hon. Member: Drink “babash”. 
Mr. M. Ramsaran: Exactly!  So the man who cannot afford Johnnie Walker 

Black, according to my friend from Tabaquite, look for “babash”. 
Hon. Member: On which there is not tax. 
Mr. M. Ramsaran: I can go on to all that. There are some questions I asked 

the Minister of Trade and Industry who prides himself in being this expert in WTA 
matters and so on. I have followed the WTA matters for a while from GATT to FTA 
to WTA and I know there was this protocol to reduce taxes, import taxes. Now you 
would say, I know we have a reserve list of certain things we could increase, but 
why is it you looked at alcohol and cigarettes over time? I think this is important. 
[Interruption] 

7.45 p.m. 
PROCEDURAL MOTION 

Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of Finance 
(Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the House continue to 
sit until the matter under consideration be debated to its finality.  

Question put and agreed to. 
PROVISIONAL COLLECTION OF TAXES ORDER  

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The WTO is calling on countries 
to reduce tariffs and here we are increasing tariffs. I would not go into details, but 
I would like the Minister to answer this, have we broken any protocol?  Because 
we are now living in a country that we call global and we belong to a global 
village and we have to deal with that. We are negotiating bilateral trade 
arrangements with Cuba to reduce and remove tariffs, yet on the other hand, we 
are increasing taxes. Our Caricom partners, their products, rum and cigarettes will 
have to be subjected to the 15 per cent duty increase, but yet we are negotiating 
with Cuba to reduce and remove tariffs. So these anomalies must be answered.  
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Mr. Speaker, the question mentioned by the Member for Tabaquite, is the 
issue of smuggling. I know that the increase in custom duties would increase the 
smuggling of alcohol and cigarettes. Do we have the manpower to deal with that?  
Do we have the expertise to deal with that?  I want to tell you that over the last 
two years, the smuggling of whisky, cigarettes and so on have been reduced 
because of the equality of treatment in custom duties and it was not a lucrative 
trade, but it will now be once more a lucrative trade. This is a question I would 
like the Minister to address. 

Mr. Speaker, other people said it, but I would like to add my two cents to it. 
What is the goal behind the increases rate of duties and taxes, is it to reduce 
consumption, others talked about it before?  Then education, rather than price 
should be the factor. Is it to increase revenue?  Well, I said before, it might also 
increase smuggling. Is it to encourage healthy lifestyles?  Then, I want to humbly 
ask this Government, I have said it elsewhere and I saw my friends talk about it, I 
want to call on the Government to do a few things. They talk about morality and 
we want people to tighten their belts and to pay more for the goods and so on, but 
I want to add to the list of the Minister of Health, that Government stop using 
State funds to finance their parties and receptions and stop buying whisky and 
cigarettes, but food is okay. I am calling on the Government to ensure that they do 
not use State funds, people's money, and people’s scarce resources to purchase 
alcohol and cigarettes for their enjoyment. That must not be at the expense of the 
people of the Trinidad and Tobago.  

I also would like to call on the Government and demand that the increased 
revenue gained on cigarettes and alcohol be transferred to a special fund. [Desk 
thumping] Let me say that again, that the increased revenue and it is $27 million; I 
have calculated it and it is $27 million for this year. I looked at the estimates of 
revenue and discovered a budgeted increase in excise duties of $27 million. 
Excise duties are imposed on rum, beer, cigarettes and so on and then the estimate 
of alcohol and tobacco taxes reveal an increase of $121 million, therefore, 
estimated revenue of alcohol and cigarettes amounts to $148 million. Mr. Speaker, I 
am calling on the Government, if you care about morality and whatever, that that 
$148 million be transferred to deal with the treatment of lung cancer [Desk 
thumping] and the rehabilitation of alcoholics and drug addicts.  

I am serious about that because the Minister who piloted this Bill said it is not 
for money. So if it is not for money, I demand that. And if you do that, hon. 
Leader of Government Business, I would applaud you. Because we give lip 
service to drug rehabilitation in Trinidad and Tobago and when we look at the 
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moneys allocated in the normal way, it is not nearly enough to deal with our drug 
addicts and alcoholism in Trinidad and Tobago. I would add my moral piece now, 
please put that money—it was not there; you did not expect it; you do not need it; 
please let it go into this fund; take it from the Consolidated Fund and put in a 
special fund. I would talk about that until we end this session of Parliament.  

Mr. Speaker, there is another issue that I would want to raise on this before I 
move on to something else. When we increase tariffs, other nations would hit 
back making our products uncompetitive. The wineries and the other distilleries 
across the United States and the United Kingdom, would they have something to 
do with our international trade if they really want to hit back at us?  So I ask the 
Minister again, was that considered or was it just a willy-nilly arrangement?   

I want to go back to earlier in the debate and make a point. It is a funny thing 
with some people, when they cannot answer arguments they attack the individual. 
They say: if you cannot deal with the issues, then deal with the person; in football, 
they say if you cannot play the ball, play the man; you can deal with no one, I 
want you to know that, you would find out that in this House; you come with your 
arrogance here and we will deal with you; we will deal with you, boy we will deal 
with you. Yes, boy, let me tell you something; we will eat you up and throw you 
out; that is what we will do inside of here.  

Mr. Valley: That sound like me. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: That sound like you. This was the Provisional Collection 
of Taxes, September 27, 2001. You talked for 60 minutes and I read through this 
about three times and you never even mentioned the Provisional Collection of 
Taxes.  

Dr. Khan: And you want to shut me up. 

Mr. Valley: How is that so relevant? 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: This paragraph is relevant?   

Mr. Singh: Eat you up and spit you out, that is relevant for you. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Speaker, we live with double standards and then we 
want to know why crime is rising; why people out there are losing confidence in 
us. Let me continue to quote.   

Mr. Valley: [Inaudible] 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: I would give it to you after. Thursday, September 27, 
2001. I want to take you back to 1987 when we were just coming off a boom 
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period also. I remember oil prices dipped to $9 per barrel in 1986 and there was a 
change in the Government in that year and rather than dealing with the slow down 
in the economy that was coming, the Government at the time worsened the 
situation. Mr. Speaker, in preparing for this debate, I asked them to pull out the 
1987 Hansard because I remembered that the Member from St. Augustine, 
although he did not get the whole picture at the time, he was making a very 
important point and he was roundly criticized up and down. I told him time and 
time again that he had a point, but was not articulating it properly. Same Member 
for St. Augustine.  

Our third difficulty with the budget is that, though on the face of it, it appears 
to be expansionary, in fact, if the measures are implemented, the effect on the 
economy will be a further decline in economic activity and extremely high 
inflation. In other words, we will have stagflation, meaning that increase in 
unemployment, low prices, higher prices and a complete drain on the reserves. 
The budget is simply an open⎯So you see, when you are on the other side, you 
see the good on this side and he was praising the Member for St. Augustine. And 
today, the Member for St. Augustine cannot open his mouth in a same debate. It is 
amazing and I want the country outside of there to frown at this and I am sure as 
the Member for San Juan/Barataria said it, the Member for St. Augustine, had he 
spoken for 75 minutes, he would have enlightened, not only the Parliament, but 
Trinidad and Tobago with what he should have been doing. This is what the 
debate is about, to silence people and it has happened two weeks in a row. The 
country will hear more about this, I am sure as we go out there. 

I want to talk a bit on poverty, because one or two people mentioned poverty. 
When you come here to increase taxation, and you have to tell us how you are 
going to spend the money—I do not want to talk long tonight because we have a 
long day tomorrow; tomorrow is Divali and we could talk about it more. 

Mr. Valley: Talk more. 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: All right, I will. Mr. Speaker, I heard the Member for St. 
Ann’s East, when he said that he peeped at the Poverty Report, I myself had a 
peeped and I want to touch on one issue. Poverty has been decreased to 17.1 per 
cent and on the top of it, it looks good, but when you examine it, do you know 
what the base figure is for poverty in Trinidad and Tobago according to that 
report in the year 2006?  $6.65. 

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, my patience is drawing near and I refer to Standing 
Order 36(1). It is now 7.55 p.m., I invoke Standing Order 36(1) for my colleague. 
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Mr. Speaker: No, I think he is developing a point. No, please, let him 
develop, if he strays too much I will bring him back on track 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It would take a little 
time, but I would read it back. We are the managers of the people’s money of 
Trinidad and Tobago. We are the custodians of the property of the country of 
Trinidad and Tobago and I want to make the point that the wealth of a country is 
not government’s, a wealth of a country is the people's wealth [Desk thumping] 
and we are the managers, we are the custodians and we have to deal with it 
equally. When I could sit here this evening and hear Tobago East almost saying 
that in her quest to get the Tobago hospital, she as Member of Parliament would 
not have the whole say [Interruption] yes, 17.1 per cent poverty, it is based on 
$6.65. Mr. Speaker, do you hear that figure, $665 per month to survive in 
Trinidad and Tobago in 2006 and the figure is 17.1 per cent.  

So a person could survive on $665 a month and anything below that is living 
below the poverty line. That is crazy! Which person could live on $665 a month?  
If I am wrong with the figure you can get up and tell me. But when I look at that, I 
tried to go out there and empathise and live with $665 a month, I wonder what is 
that; that is poverty or that is madness. Mr. Speaker, that figure should have been, 
in opinion at least $2,000 per month, even then, below that you are still under 
poverty. The sum of $665 is a ridicious figure and that whole thing is flawed. So 
before the Minister lays that in Parliament, please look at it and do not embarrass 
himself because I really think to ask me to live on $665, that is impossible.  

These people should be immedately pulled out and for that to be 17 per cent is 
very high, that should be under 5 per cent; $665 per month should be under 5 per 
cent, poverty should be nil with that type of figure. So, I want you to look at that 
figure, do not bring it to this Parliament at all, because you are going to embarrass 
the people of Trinidad and Tobago and the rest of the world, when you could base 
a poverty line on $665 a month  What can we do with $665 per month?  What can 
we do, we cannot do anything. So when you come here and talk about increasing 
revenue on cigarettes⎯ 

Hon. Member: [Inaudible] 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: I said if it is that, do not bring it. I am here this evening to 
let us know when you want to raise a revenue, please come and do it. The 
provision is there, but do not back it up with this sort of immoral/moral and the 
debate shall be centred on that. 
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8.00 p.m.  
I believe that we are living in a free country and a free world; whenever you 

increase the taxation on any item, you increase the cost of living. It must have the 
multiplier effect; it cannot be held in isolation. I remember four years ago when I 
came to this Parliament and debated the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order to 
increase gasoline by 15 per cent. I said then that the imposition should never take 
place, but they went ahead; inflation has come and never left us. Now they have 
come back again and are interfering with cigarettes. Once you interfere with the 
economy and things go upward, inflation would live with us and continue to be 
heated.  

Cement prices were increased. You cannot just keep increasing prices and 
expect inflation to drop. You boast that we have a good economy, that moneys are 
coming in and you want to heat the economy to build houses, but you cannot heat 
it by investing in housing and infrastructure and continue to spend money there 
and heat that part, and then come to the Parliament and increase taxes. You are 
fighting fire with fire and it cannot work; we have to give up one. I am sure the 
Minister would agree with me that governance is about keeping inflation and 
prices down. You have to do that. [Interruption] 

My good friend from Diego Martin East would come to this Parliament and 
try to be smart with the people's business and try to score political points. He is a 
really intelligent man. If you use your brain in a proper manner, you could jump 
over Diego Martin West in the Front Bench, but the fact is that you do not use 
your brain. [Crosstalk] 

Dr. Rowley: You have something against scoring political points? 

Mr. M. Ramsaran: I would end now and say that I would like to see this 
country treat with the people here who really need to be treated with. We need to 
ensure that the people, on whose behalf we collect taxes, are treated well. I want 
to put on record once more that the money collected on cigarettes and alcohol 
must be placed in a separate fund. If you set up that fund, you will get full support 
from this side. That money should be allocated to treatment of the people who 
have suffered. We did it; we led that.  

The Piparo Rehabilitation Centre is a success story. A person can talk about 
building stadia and what have you, as a minister. My greatest achievement, and I 
still believe that in my mind, was when I converted, with the help of the then 
Cabinet, the land belonging to the biggest drug lord in Trinidad and Tobago into a 
rehabilitation centre, which I hope is continuing to grow and expand to help the 
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persons that person helped to destroy. That is why I could stand here with, maybe, 
the moral conviction, if you want, that you could do the same with that $148 
million. Put it where your mouth is; to help the drug addicts. We see them all over 
the place; we see alcoholics all over the place. I am sure we have people suffering 
from lung cancer, through cigarette smoking and so on; they too should be 
covered.  

Mr. Bereaux: Just as a matter of correction, the lands you converted belonged 
to the State and the drug lord was squatting.  

Mr. M. Ramsaran: I was talking about the conversion. I have no argument 
with you; he was convicted. 

Before I take my seat, I would like to extend to the community of Trinidad 
and Tobago and to our Hindu and Muslim brothers, happy Divali and Eid. That is 
one thing; you are free to drop in at any Hindu home anytime after deyahs are lit. 
[Crosstalk] I want to thank my good friend from San Fernando West for having 
me in a constituency celebrating Divali with her. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Miss Gillian Lucky (Pointe-a-Pierre):  Mr. Speaker, I want to give the 
assurance to this honourable House that I am not going to be very lengthy. In fact, 
there are just six very short points which I wish to raise. I think there would be 
other opportunities for me to go into greater detail, with respect to those points.  

I want to raise the points now, because far too often what we do is wait until 
something comes upon us and then we take the time to quickly determine what 
our positions are, instead of giving it the mature and, perhaps, more than overnight 
consideration that is needed. Therefore I am throwing out certain thoughts for us 
today and I am hoping that as time progresses and various pieces of legislation are 
brought to this honourable House, we would have already considered our 
positions so we can have a level of mature debate. 

I really think my happiest moment, with respect to this debate, was, in fact, 
hearing the utterance given by the Member for Barataria/San Juan that he would 
not be leaving us anymore, but that next year he would still be here. That has 
certainly removed a lot of the worry that I had been carrying for some time, 
because I was very concerned. [Interruption] 

Mr. Valley: Would the Member give way? [Crosstalk] I always give way to 
you.  

Miss G. Lucky: I will give way. I respect my elders.  
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Mr. Valley: I wanted to ask you whether politics, in fact, does have a 
morality of its own in the Congress of the People now?   

Miss G. Lucky: That is beyond the scope of this particular thing that we are 
debating. [Laughter] [Desk thumping] I want to obey what the Speaker has been 
telling us for the entire evening and I am mindful of the Standing Orders. What I 
can tell you is this: I remain with my principle that professional integrity remains 
supreme. [Crosstalk] I can speak for him, because he was the only one, when I 
took my stand, and I say it publicly here tonight, who came and joined me and sat 
with me. He moved from the Front Bench to the Back Bench; he did not have to. 
Let us move on, please. I do not want to indict myself outside of the scope of 
what we are debating. [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker, that was my happiest moment, actually.  

Mr. Speaker: Order!   

Miss G. Lucky: That really shows to me that good has conquered evil and 
there is light overcoming darkness in this festive season of Divali.  

One of the strongest points made this evening came from the Member for 
Chaguanas, my colleague, when he indicated and respectfully asked that 
consideration be given for the establishment of the separate account. In this 
country we always talk about our objectives and ideals, but we never have some 
form of scientific monitoring to see whether we have achieved our targets.  

I will actually start with my sixth point first, because it was raised by the 
Member for Chaguanas. I think it is something worthy of consideration. The 
Member for Barataria/San Juan, when we were discussing it quickly a moment 
ago, made the point that there may be some administrative challenges that would 
call for the establishment of, perhaps, a separate department. He was going 
through what could be the administrative problems that would occur, but I think it 
would be worth the while. If we are saying that the objective behind imposing 
these taxes, both on alcohol and tobacco, was to ensure, to quote from page 21 of 
the budget presentation:  

"…moderation in alcohol use and refraining from smoking."  

Then what is our testing to see whether the imposition of the taxes has 
achieved that particular objective?   

In other words, how are we going to know, at the end of the day, that because 
of these taxes and increases, the population recognizes that, "Listen, it is now 
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more of a financial strain for us to get these items and, therefore, we will 
reprioritize and we will not buy as much alcohol or we will refrain from smoking."?  I 
will tell you why this is of great concern to me. 

I am saying this openly to the Members for Tobago East and Tobago West. I 
am one of those who believe, quite openly, that we have to make an effort when 
we speak to say that we are Trinbagonians. We tend to say, "Trini to de bone" 
and, to me, that automatically leaves out Tobago. In this particular instance, I 
want to leave out Tobago, because I want to talk about a culture that I have seen 
in Trinidad. It is not something very complimentary, so that is why I am 
deliberately leaving out Tobago from the equation. So, please, understand that is 
why.  

There is a Trini culture that even though items may become less affordable, it 
does not automatically mean that people do not buy them. Sneakers may cost 
$500 or $600 and people may say, "Oh gosh, that is a lot of money; oh gosh, how 
I go afford it?" Yet still you would see them wearing it; young people.  

People say, "Real estate is a killer; $2 million, $3 million; yuh cyar find 
anything in Port of Spain to buy."  Yet people are still purchasing. The point is, 
we tend to complain a lot; we tend to say, "High food prices; oh my gosh, what 
we going to do?" But if ever you organize a march of some sort, to send a 
message to the Government to say, "Well, listen, what are you doing about it?" 
sometimes you would not even find the march successful. [Interruption] Just 
appreciate the point. That is a culture that has developed. We complain, but it 
does not mean that if the prices are increased we are going to say, as some of our 
foreign friends might say, "If you raise the price of meat by one cent, we are not 
purchasing."  That is not our culture. Our culture is to complain, but to still go and 
purchase.  

If that is our culture and trying to change that overnight is not going to 
happen, I want to know from the Government: What system do you have in place 
and what is your time frame to determine whether you have been successful in 
getting people from Trinidad and Tobago to reduce their alcohol consumption 
and, if they are smokers, from smoking, with the increase of taxes?  That is my 
first question.  

At the end of the day, I feel that if this initiative has led to the achievement of 
that objective, then the Government should be applauded, because I think it is a 
noble objective. The fact is that there are medical complications, as we have heard 
from the Member for Barataria/San Juan, and also from the hon. Member for Port 
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of Spain North/St. Ann's West. I quite enjoyed your contribution, hon. Minister. 
You are one of the Ministers, right, wrong or indifferent, who is certainly known 
to be doing something in the Ministry of Health; very much like the Member for 
Diego Martin East who is my harshest critic. He finds it very difficult to give 
compliments to me, but, at the end of the day, he is known for working very hard 
in his Ministry.  

I listened, Minister, when you talked, for example, about the effects of 
secondary smoke. I can understand why we have these laudable objectives. I am 
just not sure whether what we are doing will be able to achieve the results. 
Therefore, in that context, I thought what the Member for Chaguanas suggested 
was a very good thing. He put it in the context of using the money for specific 
purposes; I think that was very good. I will come to that in a little while.  

I am going to rely on his mathematics. The Member for Chaguanas said that 
the estimate would be $148 million. I am just using a very raw and, perhaps, 
obscene approach to how we could make the determination. If we fall short of that 
estimated $148 million, it would mean that the tax increases have, in fact, led to 
reduction in terms of purchasing of the items. If it meets it or exceeds it, then it 
would mean that it really had no significant impact; at least, that is the way I 
would see it. That is the first point. 

On that same issue, with respect to the separating of the account, I want to 
endorse what the Member for Chaguanas said in terms of how we use the money. 
That is a major problem in this country; that we have all this money, but people 
are concerned about the use of it. I feel, therefore, that if according to what has 
been said in the budget presentation, and I am quoting again from page 21 which 
says:  

"It is now widely accepted that it is easier and less costly to seek to prevent 
certain diseases than to treat them."  

We could put that even more succinctly: Prevention is better than cure. I agree 
with that. I do not think that is a principle from which we can depart. I can only 
give the aside that it is a pity that this Government does not recognize that should 
also be the approach it uses in terms of fighting crime, because prevention is 
better than cure and crime prevention also involves giving the necessary resources 
for criminal detection. Right now we are at 22 per cent and that is unacceptable, 
but like I said, more details on those issues at an appropriate time. 

I just want to focus on the issue of the use of the money. One of the ways we 
can better prevent persons from going to a life of using alcohol in excess and also 
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drugs—and I am using drugs now in the widest context—is something I have 
been clamouring about for the longest time. It would make me so happy if, at 
least, consideration is given to the establishment of a drug court.  

8.15 p.m. 
We have heard that the Family Court is a tremendous success—that pilot 

project—no two ways about it. The Family Court is a fantastic project and as a 
pilot project—and you would see, Member for Diego Martin East—because I 
agree with the Member for Chaguanas, you are very brilliant—the connection, 
because what we are saying— 

Dr. Rowley: Hurry up. We have to go home. 
Miss G. Lucky: Member, we can make this very short and enjoyable or very 

long and painful. The choice is yours. 
Mr. Valley: Short and enjoyable. [Laughter] 
Miss G. Lucky: Therefore, all I am suggesting—and I am not going into the 

details. Member for Diego Martin East, I have a six-page document on the drug 
court; I am not going to read it. To put your mind at ease, look, I have just put it 
across there. I am just saying, let us start thinking along the lines of the 
establishment of a drug court, so that we would be able to separate the drug users 
from those who are the drug traffickers. It is a system which I have discussed 
already in the Parliament so I am not going to go through tedious repetition, but 
that is the way we have to start thinking.  

So with this money which the Member for Chaguanas is saying should be in a 
separate account, let us see how we can establish systems and infrastructure that 
would go towards the noble, laudable objective of seeking to prevent persons 
from involving themselves in a lifestyle in which they are using drugs in excess.  

The next point, then, is about driving while under the influence. I want to 
make sure that I have it right, because when the point was raised, the hon. 
Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West—this is with respect to the 
breathalyzer legislation—was making the point that it would really be for the 
Member for Diego Martin East. The reason I want to make sure that I have it 
clear, because the Member for Diego Martin East said that the legislation is, in 
fact, already laid in the Parliament— 

Mr. Imbert: Yes. 

Miss G. Lucky: I have given the apology already. In the public domain I have 
said it. But the reason I want to get it right is that I had written an article some 
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time aback and the Member for Diego Martin East called to point out to me that it 
seemed I was laying blame at his foot. With respect, I am not giving the whole 
story, over and above saying that it appeared that I was holding his Ministry to be 
responsible. In truth and in fact it was Local Government. I apologized to him on 
the phone. I said that was not my intention. In fact, I thought the whole article was 
actually saying when you are being involved in protecting make sure you are not 
being used. I did promise him that the next opportunity I got I would be able to 
say, “Listen, that was not my intention but if that is the way it came across, I am 
sorry. I did not have a chance last week so I am using the opportunity now. Do 
not look surprised, Member for Diego Martin East, because you know by now, I 
am a person, if I am wrong, I say I am wrong. 

The reason I want to get it right is, I want to make a suggestion. Through you, 
Mr. Speaker, Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, consistent with 
how I began with, “we wait until it is upon us to then decide what to do”, I am 
aware that your Ministry is involved in a lot of education programmes. On my 
own radio station I often hear jingles and often commend the fact that we are 
using a lot of our local artistes. They are not just downloading music. You hear 
them actually using from different cultural backgrounds; using their own compositions. 
I find it is great. The lyrics, in many instances, are very catchy.  

I am saying, we have the breathalyser legislation already laid in Parliament, 
let us not wait until the debate—and I am saying I am supporting it—to then 
educate the public as to the quantum that, if consumed, would put them in a 
problem with the law. I am saying we have it so we know what the proposal is. 
Why not get people accustomed to it from now? Why not run education programmes 
or through advertisements; whatever your people decide? Why not just start 
inculcating in their minds so young people will know, well, look, let us start from 
now. I am accustomed drinking—not me, but a young person is accustomed to 
drinking six beers—let them start understanding from now: “Listen, when this law 
is passed, it would not be six; you would only be able to drink one.”  

It means that you are already beginning to inculcate in them a sort of winding 
down process. And I am just saying, I did not know which ministry, or maybe 
both in conjunction—it could be the Member for Diego Martin East. I know it is 
sometimes difficult for you to accept what I say, but you always find a way of 
accepting it without accepting it. But I am saying at the end of the day it does not 
change my view about you, which is that you are a brilliant person and you know 
how to get things done. [Interruption] I have said so. Member for Diego Martin 
East, always remember, it could be long and painful or short and enjoyable. 
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Those are two points we have covered. I want to thank the hon. Member for 
Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West for that. I think it will help all of us, even 
those of us who go out—my good friend from Barataria/San Juan, with that 
wonderful confession given this evening in the House, it means that we, too, 
could start to set the example. I make this point—it was raised by the Member for 
Oropouche. I will not be here to cast any personal chastisements, but I just want 
to say that if it is the Minster of Foreign Affairs, the present Minister, did find 
himself in a little trouble and because of diplomatic immunity he was not put 
before the courts, I am saying that is an embarrassment, not only to him but to the 
country. We are all Members of Parliament and we, too, must remember what has 
happened to other people could happen to us. I am just saying that. So we cannot 
say it is only them on that side and you all cannot say it is only us on this side. I 
am saying for my own education too, I want to make sure I am conforming with 
the law. 

So that is two points down; we just have four more to go, and I am sticking to 
my script. This is all I have left, do not worry. I know, the digestive juices are 
beginning to flow even more rapidly—not on this side but on that side, perhaps. 
The third point I want to share is that I think it is time we start understanding that 
due to cultural diversity and other things, and especially on issues where there is 
this whole debate—and for those of us who have studied law; I know there are 
those of us on this side and those who studied law on the other side. You all 
would remember one of the first things we were introduced to is: Should there be 
a law or laws that govern morality? That was the whole thing. Should morality be 
something that is legislated? This is something you have to consider as a country. 
This is not going to be the only thing we have to determine; whether we should 
stop gambling; whether we should eventually say, “Look, no smoking, not just in 
public places”; whether we want to say, “listen, alcohol drinking is something we 
want in great moderation. There are going to be many more challenging issues to 
come before us based on moral and spiritual issues. Abortion is one of them. 

The debate is already out there. Should we have law legalizing abortion or 
not? We have just had the celebration of Chinese arrival. The Chinese have had to 
wait 200 years before they got it. Is it that every 200 years we are going to have 
it? Is it that this is to be an annual event? Because based on what I saw, I think it 
was an excellent expression of a dynamic culture, and I would like to think that 
these are issues that a committee must not decide but could be mandated to get the 
equivalent of a referendum or what is the consensus of the people; what are their 
concerns. 
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So that point deals with the establishment of a committee. I am suggesting we 
call it a National Affairs Committee for issues that concern us as a people: Should 
we keep the Trinity Cross? Should we not keep the Trinity Cross? Should we 
have laws for abortion? Should we not have laws for abortion? The committee 
would not make the decision, you know, but the committee, at least, would make 
sure that they interact with the stakeholders. Their job, literally, would be to get 
the views of the people. The Parliament, representing all the people, would still be 
the decision-making body. 

The fourth point is already covered so I would jump to the fifth. That should 
make the Member for Tobago East happy. The fourth point was the drug court, 
but I brought it in already. To make the Member for Tobago East even happier I 
will take points five and six and combine them into one. This is my concern. The 
Member for Tabaquite and the Member for Chaguanas raised a very important 
issue. This is my final point. The issue is that when you raise these taxes, prices 
are going to increase. For some people it would be considered a fundamental 
increase. So there are persons who would not want to change their lifestyle of 
drinking and smoking and would want to still make sure, with the same funds 
they can get access to the alcohol and/or the cigarettes. So there is going to be an 
increase in smuggling and in contraband goods. Let us accept that is something 
we have to be wary of.  

Again, my concern: What is the Government going to do, bearing in mind this 
is going to be a natural consequence, how is the Government going to ensure that 
there will be extra vigilance to ensure that there is a control? When I say, control, 
smuggling is illegal. And when you think for smuggling to occur, the first thing, 
to me, that comes to mind is, we are a twin-island republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
and when you think of Trinidad, there are certain places you can think of where 
smuggling is going to be, or there would be smuggling havens. I am including 
Tobago too, but I am saying Cedros, Mayaro—you remember the cocaine that 
washed up?—Manzanilla.  

So you are thinking about these areas, and I am sure there are lots more. The 
Member for Tobago East would know those points. Right now there are certain 
places I am sure, in Tobago, where people can say: “Look, if you want to get ‘X’, 
come here at so and so time and you could get it.”  

But do we have the police stations in those areas? I will tell you what the 
reality is. If you look at the last four budgets presented by this Government, 
promises were made to fix Manzanilla police station—not done to date; Mayaro 
Police Station, I think that is a work in progress; Moruga, Cedros, Claxton Bay. 
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So I am saying that in what would now become the smuggling hot spots, the 
Government is going to have to make sure that there is going to be, not just 
upgraded police stations, but also more police personnel. And bearing in mind 
that smuggling is also going to be taking place on the high seas and territorial 
waters, clearly what we have in the SS Cascadura is not going to be enough; the 
blimps are not going to be enough. We keep hearing about patrol boats, and I was 
really alarmed and very disappointed when this country was told that we were 
going to get a new Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV); that the negotiations will be 
completed by December 2006, and that the first vessel will be coming 22 months 
thereafter. 

Mr. Imbert: That is a new one.  

Miss G. Lucky: I think I know that, Member for Diego Martin  East. I know 
the new one; it was clear here, but in the interim SS Cascadura—Mr. Speaker, I 
can only go by what is here. It says in the interim—because I, too, consider 
myself on the bright scale. It says: 

“In the interim, the SS Cascadura has been refurbished at a (much lower) cost 
of $29 million as opposed to $120 million to purchase a similar new vessel.” 

All I am saying is, let us stop the hogwash; let us stop pretending. We do not 
have enough OPVs. Whether they come as big vessels, small vessels, we do not. 
We do not have enough vessels—because you could call them vessels; we say 
aircraft—we do not have enough craft in the air. It is a fact. And all these constant 
denials are going to get us nowhere. A blimp comes, it breaks down; big cover up. 
Okay, so maybe we were hoodwinked. We should not be, but we were. 
Sometimes you get hoodwinked even in the Parliament. It happens. You believe 
people and then it does not happen. 

I say no more. I move on. You have a blimp in the east in the air; you hear 
some big smuggling going on in Cedros, what are you going to do? Tell the blimp 
to swing around and get down there fast? Tell SS Cascadura in the north, “Look, 
head down south fast?” We cannot operate like that. When you heard the Member 
for Port of Spain North/ St. Ann’s West speaking about how ambulances operate—the 
Member was making the point that within one minute of that incident—I am 
saying that is the way. But I do take the point from the Member for Barataria/San 
Juan when he said if the same resources and money were given to the Ministry, 
that could have happened also. Let us not go back there. 

The simple point I am making is, if we could do it with ambulances—do not 
get so hot under the collar—we have to be able to do it with our resources that are 
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given to fighting crime. That is the simple point—rapid response: Crime reported; 
smuggling reported. Because if you let these smugglers feel, like all the other 
bandits in this country, that they can get away with murder—in this case, smuggling—
I am telling you it is going to become another bugbear.  

With the greatest respect to all of you who sit on that side, the reality is the 
PNK has not been able to make any significant strides in fighting crime. That is a 
reality. So do not give yourself another problem. It is going to happen. Make sure 
that you have put the infrastructure in place. That is my concern. 

As I conclude, make sure that the infrastructure is in place. I hope that the 
Member for Diego Martin East has not found this long and painful, but as sweet 
and as enjoyable and short as I have found it. If not, he can tune in the next time I 
speak in the Parliament and I would try to do even better than I have done today. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping] 

Mr. Ganga Singh (Caroni East): Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a short 
contribution in this debate on the Motion entitled the Provisional Collection of 
Taxes Order. When you look at the rationale for the imposition of this regressive 
tax enunciated by the Prime Minister in the budget statement and further 
elucidated upon by him in the response in the budget statement—and I wish to 
quote:  

“We want to increase the excise duty on tobacco; we want to increase the 
excise duty on alcoholic products; we are seeking to discourage the use of 
tobacco and alcohol so that we do not have to spend much money in the future 
to cure diseases which have been contracted and already become chronic and 
could have been avoided by different lifestyles. It is preventive in nature.  

We accepted the advice of the experts and we have done what we have done 
in this budget. If that does not work, we will do something else.”  

8.30 p.m. 
Further on, Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 

went on to say: 

“We have taken the first steps to discouraging the use of alcohol and 
tobacco.” 

It is clear, then, Mr. Speaker, that the hon. Minister of Finance, the hon. Member 
for San Fernando East is using the imposition of taxation, the fiscal measures, to 
attempt to influence behaviour; to bring about the change in behaviour.  
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Having regard to the rationale put forward by the hon. Member for San 
Fernando East, the imposition of these excise taxes on cigars, cigarettes and 
liquor, the imposition to my mind—in the context of the diagnosis of the Member 
for Port of Spain North St. Ann’s West, of the ills associated with tobacco and 
alcohol consumption, as indicated by the report of Sir George Alleyne and the 
professor—it is clear that whilst the diagnosis is right, the prescription of this 
imposition in the context of the health-related issues of increased taxes on 
cigarettes and alcohol is wrong. They will have negligible, if any, impact in 
bringing about a cure or the object to discourage the consumption of alcohol and 
tobacco. 

It is clear to us that this attempt by Government—they are seeking a silver 
bullet. They are seeking a one-stop cure for what is really a complex cultural issue 
in this society. They are seeking a silver bullet to send a message, which is the 
imposition of increased excise duties on alcohol and tobacco. 

Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago, the land of calypso, Carnival, steelband, 
chutney and tassa; a very heathenistic and pleasure-seeking environment, and in 
the context of that, rum, calypso and carnival go hand in hand together. Trinidad 
and Tobago is Carib country—beer—so that what you are seeking to do in that 
cultural milieu is to bring about a change in behaviour by the punitive imposition 
of a tax. [Desk thumping] I am saying that the problem is much more complex 
than that. This silver bullet you are seeking—and the Prime Minister, obviously, 
without Tonto, is behaving like Lone Ranger. [Laughter] 

Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, I want to make the point that the Member started 
off by reading from the budget presentation by the Minister of Finance, where he 
said as a first step he would do. I cannot see in what manner he is then talking 
about looking for a silver bullet. 

Mr. G. Singh: That is my point exactly, Mr. Speaker. It is this first step which 
demonstrates the thinking of the hon. Minister of Finance. It is the first step in a 
continuum, and this first step is that point in the continuum which moves from the 
punitive imposition of taxes, which will end in prohibition. 

Mr. Speaker, I will deal with this issue in the context of the economics and the 
context of the moral consideration, which appears to play in the mind of the hon. 
Member for San Fernando East. 

In the current scenario, this tax is designed to discourage consumption and, 
therefore, if you raise the cost of the production and distribution of alcohol and 
cigarettes, and if the cost of the production, distribution and consumption gets too 
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high, the effect would be to create an informal or underground market for tobacco 
and alcohol. I think my colleagues spoke about that; about the creation of an 
informal economy.  

The Member for Pointe-a-Pierre in her contribution indicated that if we 
were to take the figure of $148 million, once the price gets too high and they get 
into the informal economy, there will be abandonment of the formal economy 
and, therefore, you will not be able to attain $148 million. [Desk thumping] The 
informal economy will then go through the channels that whilst they are 
informally approved, normally law-abiding members will now be able to access 
these goods of alcohol and cigarettes. 

Mr. Speaker, I can recall in my youthful days when I lived at Bamboo 
Settlement No. 1—this would have been in the late 1970s—you used to get 
swamp scotch. At Christmas time when you opened the cork of the bottle of 
scotch you had to wipe out the swamp mud from it because they brought in the 
scotch from Venezuela. It entered the contraband market, sold in the normal 
shops, and when you purchased it, you were then able to recognize that it was 
swamp scotch. 

That is the reality of an informal economy. You could turn a blind eye, but 
that is part of the reality, given the proximity to Venezuela and to the other 
Caribbean islands. You would know, Mr. Speaker, that this informal economy is 
in the small islands, when they come in the inter-island schooner system—and my 
colleague will tell you that—you would have scotch coming in through those 
areas. That is the experience which you are pointing to in that area.  

I also point out that with respect to tobacco—the hon. Minister of Health 
pointed to the fact that in Canada, you have marked on the cigarette packs, 
“Cigarette kills”. The Canadian experience with cigarette taxes provides a very 
clear case. Throughout the early 1980s and 1990s, Canadian and American smugglers 
of cigarettes met at the border between Canada and America, driving in snowmobiles 
so as to avoid detection by custom agents. Apparently, most of the cigarettes 
brought into Canada in the underground markets were actually manufactured in 
Canada, exported to the United States and brought back into the country by these 
reputable elements. The same wholesalers were known to buy back the cigarettes 
and then sell them again.  

Therefore, the point I want to make is that when the hon. Minister of 
Finance says this is the first step; and he said that first step in the context of also 
the casinos, he said when we raised the taxes on the various slot machines and 
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poker tables and there was no response we then raised it again in a subsequent 
year, and now we have moved to ban them. I am saying that you have entered into 
a similar pattern of behaviour and the demand for this is verbally inelastic.  

Mrs. Job-Davis: You are learning economics, boy. 

Mr. G. Singh: I do not have my MBA like you but I am willing to learn.  

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we have not addressed this issue, so that culturally 
we are saying that the Government, looking for the silver bullet, has not done its 
homework. This is another indication of a measure that would not yield the results 
that are so desired.  

Mr. Speaker, the issue of the increase of Government income on this matter, 
the hon. Member in piloting the Motion indicated that revenue is not the problem. 
Although there will be increased revenue, revenue is not the issue; the issue is to 
discourage behaviour so, therefore, it is a moral consideration and not a revenue-
raising measure. But the reality is that you are going to increase the amount of 
revenue you raised from the imposition of these punitive taxes on tobacco and 
alcohol. I think that the suggestion of the hon. Member for Chaguanas, further 
supported by the hon. Member for Pointe-a-Pierre, to utilize this $148 million that 
you will now acquire and put into a dedicated fund to establish the necessary 
areas of rehabilitation treatment for alcoholics and areas of treatment for persons 
associated with tobacco addictions, you deal with that.  

Mr. Speaker, the clear approach then is that this, as an economy issue, is a 
failure. It is a failure because although you are raising taxes, you are seeking—
and you understand the contradiction of this Government. You want to discourage 
the contradictory posed, so you raise taxes but you are collecting the revenue and 
you are not directing and dedicating the revenue to cure the problem, which you 
want to solve. [Desk thumping] Mr. Speaker, the Government finds itself in the 
very contradictory position of professing to discourage certain behaviours, whilst 
relying upon it as a continuous source of revenue and that is what is happening. 
The suggestion of my colleague ought to be brought into being and therefore it 
would lend some measure of credence that you want to really discourage this 
behaviour.  

Mr. Speaker, what is the impact of this taxation measure upon the poor and 
those with fixed incomes?  Taxes like this are really regressive taxes. They place 
a heavier burden on people with lower incomes than those with higher incomes. 
Mr. Speaker, if you have a situation where people who earn lower incomes pay a 
larger portion or percentage of their income on taxes than people on higher 
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incomes—my colleague smiles. In other words, the poor man, who now wants to 
enjoy within moderation, a drink with his family and friends, will now pay a 
larger portion of his income in order to enjoy that drink as against the man with a 
higher level of income, because the tax is applied equally across the board. 
[Interruption] The portion and the percentage is the same. This tax really is a 
further pressure upon the poor man. Coupled with increased prices at the 
groceries and the supermarkets and in food, generally, now you have a further 
imposition. Pressure on the poor!  A man cannot even take a drink to alleviate his 
worries. 

Mr. Speaker, this tax really takes money from the pockets of the poor to buy 
goods for which they have a strong demand. They will now have a greater stress 
on their fixed income as poor persons, and they will have less money to spend on 
their rents, food, clothing and the like.  

8.45 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, this tax will hit the poor man in a way that it will not affect the 
wealthy. The poor can least afford this tax so that therefore, when the poor are 
most in need of discretionary income, they are the ones hardest hit. If you are 
wealthy and have a large discretionary income, then you have more.  

I understand the question of choice my friend. In this society and in societies 
like ours, no one can be regarded as a saint and, therefore, the personal desires of 
people—people will address their personal desires and they will want to address 
those personal desires at a low cost and, therefore, what do they do?  There is a 
principle called, “more bank for your buck”. If cigarettes are taxed at a high rate 
then in some instances they would turn to the cheaper brand of cigarette that may 
have a higher nicotine content and, therefore, you will get more bank for your 
buck and, therefore, you would not have the kind of effect that you want to have 
in discouraging consumption, because the health nature of discouraging consumption 
simply is not there.  

And the lessons of prohibition are quite clear. When they sought in the 
American history in the 1930s, I think it was, to eliminate alcohol, what happened?  
Alcohol became available through all kinds of elements in the society. In fact, it is 
the prohibition that created Al Capone. What then is going to happen?  It is clear 
that this tax, and I want to read Andy Johnson in dealing with this issue of the tax, 
in the Express of Thursday, October 19, 2006, page 06.  

“The PM as preacher 
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No notice appears to have been taken of the lessons in history. The attempts to 
drive gambling and drinking into the ground in early 20th century America 
had the effect of creating a whole new class of super-rich rogues, reprobates, 
gangsters, racketeers, corrupt politicians and public officials.  

But then, such contradictions are but just a fresh set of challenges for a leader, 
schooled in the politics of survival, on his way to a higher calling.” 

He was making the point that Prime Minister Manning, the Member for San 
Fernando East, indicated to a group in MIT, in his next calling he intends to be a 
preacher. This tax which is meant to discourage the consumption of tobacco and 
alcohol will fail in a number of ways, and I want to point them out.  

• It will reduce the income of the buyer. 

• It will lower the profits for the seller and lead, perhaps, depending upon 
how far in the continuum this Government goes to reduce investment, 
wages and jobs.  

• It is not likely to seriously reduce consumption when those consumptions 
have intensive desire.  

• It may eventually decrease Government revenue—but that is not a concern 
of this Government—because people may move their business to the 
informal sector and go underground.  

You may recall, Mr. Speaker, when in Guyana there was a similar attempt to 
impose punitive taxes and in some instances outright prohibition; the Guyanese 
economy operated on an informal basis. It encourages people to turn to harder 
substance to feed their habits. That is true. My colleague from La Brea says 
puncheon, he is right. If it is that you do not have discretionary income then you 
would have to look for more “banks for your buck” by seeking the higher and 
harder liquor. 

Mr. Hinds: Is the Member aware that long before the budget measures were 
announced in this regard there was an increasing number of young people across 
Trinidad and Tobago using the very puncheon rum of which you just spoke and 
there is a health consideration, not only a moral or economic consideration of 
which you may discount, but there are also health concerns and I would like to 
hear your thoughts on that.  

Mr. G. Singh:  The hon. Minister is in a position as Minister to have access 
to information. This is the first time I am hearing of the abuse of puncheon by 
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young people. But certainly, in the context of young people that is such hard 
liquor, certainly education must be the avenue to prevent that kind of abuse. It 
cannot be the imposition of tax. Whatever benefits that one may seek to acquire 
from the economic considerations of this tax, it is clear that the social benefits for 
reducing this kind of behaviour must be done by slow and deliberate persuasion 
and more voluntary action. You cannot seek to impose a tax and bring about a 
behavioural change. This simply will not work in our milieu. Therefore, when it 
comes to public policy, the principled way of discouraging the use of tobacco and 
alcohol must be within the family, community, school, the church. Those are the 
institutions utilized. You have not indicated whether or not those institutions have 
failed. To what extent have you invested in that area to come to the conclusion 
that they have failed? 

Mr. Speaker, when you recognize this situation you recognize what is 
happening, that this is a quick-fix attempt, another attempt to take a silver bullet 
to solve a problem that is so complex, that requires the role of the family, the 
communities, the churches and the role of education in the school system. 

Let me deal now with the moral issue. Why should the State find itself in 
determining what is morally right to intervene in its behaviour to determine that it 
is morally wrong? Of course, all laws have some moral content but when you 
create a moral category which says that there are some areas that are more 
morally appropriate to engage in, so that therefore, you tax those areas. No one 
can argue that we have a moral right to abuse drugs, alcohol, to burn out our lungs 
with cigarettes or to gamble our God given resources, no one, and no one. We 
have no moral right to do that, we have responsibilities not to do these things, but 
who or what shall be charged with the moral instruction and enforcement required 
to keep that kind of behaviour to a minimum, or at least restrict the social 
consequences?   I am saying that is the role of the communities, schools, churches 
and the education system.  

The family, the church and cultural traditions are the social institutions. The 
Government is not the appropriate body so to do. It appears that this is not the 
approach of the hon. Member for San Fernando East. He has embarked on a 
course for the Government to determine and to enforce a broader vision of what 
he considers to be sin; he dealt with it in the context of gambling.  

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the hon. Member for San Fernando East has an 
apostolic view of what is right for Trinidad and Tobago. He has all the answers. 
He has special divine, perhaps, insights; he has knowledge and therefore, he will 
determine what the appropriate direction is, he is the leader and he knows best. He 
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is a one-stop-shop for power whether it be the power of the Prime Minister, the 
DPP, the Chief Justice or the Commissioner of Police. In his apostolic view only, 
he knows what is right for Trinidad Tobago. It is a fundamental; that is a 
dangerous trend especially in the context of a prime minister. Therefore, it 
appears to be that the hon. Member for San Fernando East in this new incarnation 
that he has now embarked upon and he seems to be guiding this country along 
that path of the apostolic view, that he has certain responsibilities. So the Prime 
Minister as preacher, Andy Johnson says he indicated to the students at MIT, that 
in his destiny to be a preacher that he has acquired certain responsibilities to look 
after the flock of the faithful. Therefore, this pastor, Pastor Patrick, must be 
available for spiritual counselling when people come for help, and must be even 
willing at select moments to intervene when people ask for help when they have 
manifest problems in their lives. 

It is clear that this preacher, the Member for San Fernando East, must now 
guide the moral direction of the community of faith, not only to help people 
discover and fulfil their earthly responsibilities and achieve peace within themselves, 
but also prepare for eternity. That is the apostolic view coming from the Member 
for San Fernando East. 

Mr. Speaker, I warn the Member for San Fernando East in his absence that 
similar views were held by Jim Jones, similar views were held by Jimmy 
Swaggert, similar views have been held by one of my constituents, a good friend 
of the Member for San Fernando East, Pastor Vishnu Lutchmansingh, whose 
book From Poverty to Prosperity, the Member for San Fernando East launched. 

9.00 p.m. 
This pastoral view of the State is a fundamentally, dangerous trend that the 

hon. Member for San Fernando East is pursuing and it is my duty, as a Member of 
Parliament, in the context of the secular nature of this State, notwithstanding our 
joy in the celebration of Divali and Eid-ul-Fitr tomorrow and the coming Tuesday, it is 
clear that the State must be equidistant from every religion in secular nature. But 
this is a pastoral view by the hon. Member for San Fernando East in which he is 
assuming pastoral responsibilities vis-à-vis the citizenry of this country, that is 
why you find that reflected in his use of the coercive power of the State to impose 
taxes. 

If in this context of the pastoral State, you begin to broaden the definition, the 
next step is for the hon. Member for San Fernando East to enter the world by his 
definition, moving from gambling into alcohol and tobacco and the next step is to 
move into the arena of sex and sexuality—and he has already done so. 
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He says that in order to solve the sexual problems in the country, watch TV. 
He is promoting abstinence. So this preacher man approach or the pastoral state 
approach that the Prime Minister is taking is leading us to a path in which every 
area of life in this country will fall under the coercive power of the State and the 
Prime Minister. 

Mr. Speaker, given the nature of politics, it is clear if you start taking this 
approach where you punish people because they smoke; you punish people 
because they have a few drinks; you punish people because they seek entertainment in 
the gambling arena; then you begin to have a broader vision of what to punish in 
people and then you start to intrude into the privacy of their home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we should be restricting the role of the State. How 
can you deal with this in the context of a democratic state—this pastoral Prime 
Minister, this incarnation of a one-stop shop for power. Mr. Speaker, Richard 
John Newhurst, a philosopher, in 1984, said: 

“Democratic government is limited government. It is limited in the claims 
it makes and in the power it seeks to exercise. Democratic government 
understands itself to be accountable to values and to truths which transcend 
any regime or party. Limited government means that a clear distinction is 
made between the state and the society. Other institutions, notably the family, 
the church, educational, economic and cultural enterprises are at least equally 
important actors in the society. They do not exist or act by sufferance of the 
state, rather these players have their own peculiar sovereignty which must be 
respected by the state. Most importantly, democratic government does not 
seek to control or restrict the sphere of religion in which people affirm, 
exercise and share their ultimate beliefs about the world and their place in it.” 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear, in the context of the imposition of these punitive 
taxes, that in the context of this preacher man Prime Minister, that the preacher 
should not be making money from other people's sin. In other words, the enforcer 
of rights and the sanction of goodness should not be at the same time profiting 
from the occurrence of sin. So that the priest should not profit from the penance of 
his parishioners, so how then can he say he is on a moral crusade to discourage, 
but enjoy the revenues that accrue from that? 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me that it is indeed a mistake to entrust the complex 
nature of the modern state to the enforcement of certain moral codes. Once you 
start to enforce certain moral codes that go beyond the obvious crimes against 
property and person, then you engage in a very complex area.  



366 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order  Friday, October 20, 2006 
[MR. SINGH] 

We need strong, vibrant, familial, religious and community means for dealing 
with non-violent behaviour that may have some public consequences. I know my 
friends on the other side will recognize this. Where do you stop when you engage 
in this pattern of behaviour?  Where do you draw the line and who is to draw the 
line?  Now that you have identified this continuum, where do you stop?  What 
would stop a preacher man prime minister, the incarnate of power, from entering 
private life? 

His philosopher, in the aftermath of the prohibition, said this—Ludwig von 
Mises, 1966, in his treatise at page 733-734.  

“…why limit government's benevolent providence to the protection of the 
individual’s body only?” 

My colleague the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West talked about 
the physical ailments and the pain and suffering associated with it, this 
philosopher is asking why limit it to the body only—government’s intervention. 

“Is not the harm a man can inflict on his mind and soul even more disastrous 
than any bodily evils?  Why not prevent him from reading bad books and 
seeing bad plays; from looking at bad paintings and statues and from hearing 
bad music?  The mischief done by bad ideologies, surely, is more pernicious, 
both for the individual and for the whole society…” 

The point is that when you engage—and Ludwig von Mises carries that 
point—who is to stop and where do you stop?  That is the pernicious nature when 
you engage in an activity of the intrusion of government into determining 
behaviour. What is the answer?  [Interruption]  

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Mr. G. Singh: There is no answer that is easy in these areas, Mr. Speaker. We 
cannot have the State controlling our private lives and we cannot leave the battles, 
moral and cultural, to private conscience only. What is the answer?  I think that 
the hon. Member spoke about the World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations 
for comprehensive tobacco control. Those are very practical recommendations 
and those are recommendations, I am certain, the Member would have read or 
made reference to. 

In this sacred period, Mr. Speaker, I thought it would be appropriate if I were 
to do some research to see how a learned man, who has traversed the arena of 
religion, solves a problem of this nature. In my research, I came up with the social 
thought of Pope John Paul II in his brilliant treatise entitled Centisimus Anus.  
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Mr. Hinds: We should have gotten this in the budget, you know. 

Mr. G. Singh: No! No!  This was tailored for this. This has nothing to do 
with my budget.  

Pope John Paul II, in his brilliant treatise entitled Centisimus Anus, reiterates 
the traditional principle of what is called subsidiarity. This principle uses 
Aristotle’s frame of mind to consider which social institution should deal with 
problems in culture, the economy and society. The Pope states this principle as 
follows, I quote: 

“A community of higher order should not interfere in the internal life of a 
community of lower order depriving the latter of its functions, but should 
support it in the case of need and help to coordinate its activities with the 
activities of the rest of the society, always with a view of the common good.” 
In a practical sense, Pope John Paul—God rest his soul; he has been beatified, 

I think. What is dealing with this is that lower levels of the society, like the 
individuals and family, are the preferred moral centre of the society and it is only 
when those institutions fail that it is for the church or community to step in with a 
substitute function. Only when the church, the schools, the family and the 
community fail; only then. It is not determined by a preacher man apostolic prime 
minister. It is the community that determines that. [Interruption]  The point the 
Pope was making is that only in the case of extreme failure. Are they saying that 
this society is in a state of extreme failure?   

Mr. Hinds: You answer that. 
Mr. G. Singh: I am asking you. You are suggesting the intervention of the 

preacher man Prime Minister and I am saying that it is not appropriate and that we 
should be guided by the sentiments of Pope John Paul in his treatise Centisimus 
Anus. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is only when the State fails— 
Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member for 

Caroni East has expired. 
Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30 

minutes. [Mr. C. Sharma] 
Question put and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker: Before you resume, may I invite the hon. Leader of the 
Opposition to resume her seat. You must not leave your seat vacant for too long. 
[Laughter] 
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9.15 p.m. 
Mr. G. Singh: The only way that you move away and you impose state 

sanctions in the moral environment is when there is the failure by the State, 
effectively, and no amount of involvement by any kind of apostolic preaching 
Prime Minister and incarnation of power, whether it be Chief Justice, DPP, 
Commissioner of Police and otherwise can intervene in that environment.  

The appropriate remedy really, is to build the institutions of the society. It 
takes longer; it is a slower process and part of the problem is that we have been 
undermining those institutions. These taxes will not solve that problem. They will 
not solve the problem, either economically or morally; they will not discourage it, 
because the cultural milieu within which you place that has not been studied 
sufficiently in order to come up with the remedies.  

I want to make reference to some of the points made by hon. Member for Port 
of Spain North/St. Ann's West. I think I would be failing in my duty if I did not 
indicate that on the last occasion when I raised a matter on the adjournment 
dealing with the Scarborough Hospital there was the undertaking by the acting 
Leader of Government Business, the hon. Member for Diego Martin East, that the 
hon. Minister, at the first opportunity in this House will explain to the country 
what is the status of the construction of the Scarborough Hospital. There is a 
Private Member's motion, but I think that the hon. Minister is failing in his duty if 
he does not respond to that and I hope that he would be reminded on a subsequent 
occasion to deal with that matter. 

The last point I wish to do with has to do with the budget debate. I gave no 
undertaking and there has been no undertaking to either the Chief Whip or anyone 
else for that matter that I would have been the next speaker on that occasion.  I 
indicated that subsequently when I read what I saw in the newspapers; I indicated 
to him and he agreed with me and I also indicated that to the hon. Member for 
Diego Martin Central with whom I operated as Chief Whip for over a four-year 
period, and he would recognize in instances in this period of sacredness; in this 
period of spirituality; in this period of honour and tradition that I thought it would 
be prudent to deal with that. 

Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat, I too would like to join with all my 
colleagues who spoke here this evening, to wish the community, the Hindu 
community in particular a happy and holy Divali, Shubh Divali and to my Muslim 
brothers and sisters, Eid Mubarak on the celebration of Eid-ul-Fitr. 

I thank you. 



369 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

The Minister of Housing (Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley): Mr. Speaker, I think 
before I lose my trend of thought I too would like to take the opportunity to wish 
members of the national community a happy Divali, but I also think it is an 
opportune point of departure to bring some clarity using the light of Divali on a 
lot of the confused darkness that we have been subjected to from our colleagues 
for the longest while. [Desk thumping] 

The very last point made by the Member for Caroni East sums up the dilemma 
facing this country today, and that is, you cannot believe anything anybody from 
the Opposition says. Because we on this side, we did not say it, a simple matter as 
to who is to speak next; we have public reports from the Chief Whip; we have a 
rebuttal from another Member saying, I did not say that; obviously somebody is 
lying; both cannot be right.  

So what is it about Members on the other side that you cannot take anything 
they say, they always have two positions on an item. In this debate, this simple 
matter of the Parliament approving an increase in the level of taxation on two 
items, alcohol and tobacco, they have spent the entire evening, once again, 
demonstrating that they have at least two positions on every issue.  

I was stunned when I heard my colleague from Oropouche this evening in his 
discourse far afield, in seeking to use the existence of CEPEP and URP as examples 
of waste, or however else he wanted to put it. But he made the point this evening 
that the sums of moneys involved in these programmes—I think he used $400 and 
something million—now these people, URP and CEPEP are among the lowest paid 
persons in the state sector. These are the people that you would want to refer to as 
the salt of the earth; the small man. While the Leader of the Front Bench, 
popularly call the cabal made a spirited presentation saying that these people are 
in the throes of poverty of the worst kind and they were experiencing these worst 
conditions of life and that the Government was inhumane and wicked; that was 
the tenet and text of her presentation. While the Leader is saying that, at the end 
of the line my colleague from Oropouche is saying that among these people he is 
satisfied that these large sums of money are circulated among these people. [Desk 
thumping]  It cannot be both. You cannot have satisfaction that huge sums of 
money, Government waste and largess circulating among the basic earners, but at 
the same time the argument of the Leader is that abject poverty stalks the land and 
the Government is guilty of inhumane treatment.  

I get the impression sometimes that when they get up to speak nobody on that 
side knows what the other person is going to say. Nobody knows what the other 
one is going to say, because how do you explain a situation like that; where the 
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position was taken by the Leader, which ought to be the position of those who 
follow, says that it is one thing; a few days later a Member comes and gives a 
one-hour discourse which totally contradicts that?  I just want to set the record 
straight.  

The Minister of Finance in presenting the fiscal measures introduced to us the 
intention of the Government to raise the excise duties on alcohol and taxes on 
tobacco. He was challenged and he had to give justification. Mr. Speaker, I was in 
this Parliament when the Minister of Finance presented the budget; I was here 
when he was challenged and I was here when he responded. I am not aware that 
the Minister of Finance in presenting those fiscal measures on alcohol and 
tobacco presented any moral justification for the actions; none whatsoever. [Desk 
thumping] 

In fact, when he was challenged on the matter by the few Members who 
managed to speak, what he produced to support the position that he took was a 
scientific report presented in the name of Prof. Alleyne, who was presenting 
scientific data, not just to us in Trinidad and Tobago, but to Caricom as a unit.  

He used a Caricom document, which contained a scientific assessment by a 
leading expert out of our university; presenting it to the highest level of 
management in the region at Caricom and said this is the justification. He said the 
experts have said this; the experts have advised us. He also said that arising out of 
Prof. Alleyne's presentation to Caricom heads, Trinidad and Tobago took the 
initiative to host in this country a colloquium of experts who looked at the issue, 
not just parliamentarians getting up to score points; it was experts looking at the 
issue; disaggregating it; removing fact from fiction; removing emotion from 
politics and advising the Government that the thing to do is to impose some 
taxation on these items; make them less attractive.  

It is a fallacy to say that if something is cheaper—an item is desirable, it has a 
price X; if the price is ten X, it clearly is not as attractive as if the price is X. What 
the taxation is doing, unlike what my friend from Caroni East tried to say, that the 
Minister of Finance, leading the Government's position, has found a silver bullet 
to prevent alcohol from being used; nothing is further from the truth.  

In fact, the Minister of Finance was very candid when he said we will start 
here; the gist of his argument was, in fact his words were: 

"I would be the first to admit that these actions will not put an end to the 
problem, but we have to start somewhere and we start here in making alcohol 
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and tobacco less attractive, and if in the process we make it less attractive to a 
few persons we would have made a few steps in the right direction." 

That is what he was saying. So where did the Member for Caroni East get this 
argument that these measures were rooted in religion and morality and it is a 
passion play and it is the personal feeling of the Minister of Finance; when in fact 
the opposite was the truth. The Minister of Finance said this is in support of and 
in response to a Caricom expert opinion. You know, to show how they are further 
confused. The Minister of Health, my colleague, was brilliant in his contribution 
this evening and in the Senate. [Desk thumping]  Because he too brought 
information to us, not just opinions from politicians; he brought information from 
persons who did work and established statistics, and so brilliant was he, that my 
colleague from Barataria/San Juan prefaced his presentation by saying, I agree 
with everything the Minister of Health said. [Desk thumping] 

Among the things he said was, the expert said you should tax it; the tax should 
be 70 per cent of the cost.  Barataria/San Juan agreed with that, but what does his 
colleague from Caroni East say?  The opposite. You know what he said?   

Mr. Singh: Would the Member give way? 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: One minute. Accuses the Government of imposing 
punitive taxes; those were his words. Hypocritical phrase; punitive taxes. He was 
here when the Minister of Finance, in responding to that same kind of duplicity 
and hypocritical approach, presented a reminder to this House that the last budget 
of the UNC in which the Member for Caroni East was a Minister in the UNC 
government, that passed the last budget here and in that budget was an identical 
taxation proposed for alcohol and tobacco. But he comes here today and says that 
we are guilty of something wrong because we are imposing punitive taxes. So 
when they had imposed it in 2001 it was not punitive, but the PNM comes now and 
in response to scientific data, Caricom position based on fact and science and all 
of a sudden he spoke for an hour on the morality and the Prime Minister’s 
personal agenda and punitive taxes. I give way. 

Mr. Singh: I want to thank the hon. Member for giving way. I just want to 
indicate to the Member that on the occasion in 2001 where there was a similar 
increase in the taxes of tobacco and alcohol, it was a revenue raising measure. 
Throughout the process—[Interruption] hold on—in this instance, the fact it was 
never meant to be a revenue raising measure; that was clearly indicated by the 
hon. Member for Diego Martin Central. At that time oil was $22 per barrel. 
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9.30 p.m. 
Dr. K. Rowley: The more you try to help them the more they appear to be 

hopeless. [Interruption] Revenue raising measure; and you know they cannot 
speak the truth even at late night. [Laughter] 

I gave way to him thinking that he was going to tell me something truthful. 
You heard what he said!  It was a revenue raising measure. Hear how they are 
raising the revenue and I quote from the Minister of Finance of the UNC government, 
Friday, September 14, 2001 speaking on the Appropriation Bill presentation and 
this revenue raising measure, nothing else. He says: 

“Mr. Deputy Speaker, as part of the worldwide trend towards limiting and 
discouraging smoking…” 

Hon. Member: Exactly what he said now. 

Mr. Valley: Revenue; revenue. [Desk thumping] 

Dr. K. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, I crave your indulgence in the light of what my 
colleague just did, interrupted my trend of thought to interject another bill of 
falsehood. I crave your indulgence to read this so you can see what I am saying, 
you cannot take anything a member of the Opposition says. [Desk thumping]  

I started my contribution by telling you that you cannot take anything, they 
will say anything! [Interruption]  They will say anything if they believe it will 
serve their purpose and that is why they are so contradictory, that is why one is 
saying, “poverty stalks the land”, and the other one is saying, “money flowing like 
water in the land”. So here you have—the Hansard says:  

“Mr. Deputy Speaker, as part of the worldwide trend towards limiting and 
discouraging smoking, I propose to increase the excise duty on tobacco 
products…” [Interruption]  

Mr. Speaker, they are beyond recall. [Laughter] [Desk thumping]  That is why 
they call themselves a cops. 

Mr. Hinds: That is very bad—[Inaudible] 

Mr. Valley: And they are now headless. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Rigor mortis will step in soon, but the bottom line is the 
people of the country expect responsibility from the Opposition. So it is punitive 
taxes, [Interruption] when it is the same level of taxation that they proposed in 
2001 and that was repeated in this House only last Friday. It was, not to say they 
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forgot it, it was resurrected and repeated by the Minister of Finance, himself, so 
how could he come here this evening— 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I think it is time to have dinner. I am sure it 
would be to your liking. We will suspend for dinner and resume at 10.15 p.m. 

9.35 p.m.: Sitting suspended. 
10.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed. 
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before we took the dinner 

break I was forced to enter the debate to reinforce our position on this side in 
response to a thesis of inaccuracies presented by my colleague from Caroni East. 
The problem with the contribution from my colleague from Caroni East is that 
while he presented it in great tonal quality, with great enthusiasm and probably, 
great self belief if one is to believe that, the problem with his argument was that 
the premise was entirely wrong. And when I was taught, I was told that if your 
premise is wrong it is about 100 per cent certain that the finding is going to be 
wrong. But I think that my colleague from Caroni East deliberately created that 
premise so as to demonstrate to us his prowess in making an argument.  

And in making the argument he seeks to cast the Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance in a certain mould, and the mould is that the Prime Minister of 
Trinidad and Tobago is a religious fanatic who is imposing on this secular country 
moralistic policies. But I want to tell my colleague from Caroni East that Frantz 
Fanon says: “to ignore the past is to surrender the future”, and anybody on the 
other side who still has a problem with moral and spiritual values will always 
have problems in the political arena of the country. [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Member: Yes, yes, yes. [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: I would have thought that he would have been a little 
more circumspect in attacking morality the way he did and in trying to paint an 
individual—whoever that individual is—as doing something wrong or being 
something bad if that person somehow happen to have moral moorings. Because 
he was a Member of Government that was going out of office and had to hear the 
President of the country quote the Constitution and said: “what swayed me into 
making this decision to put you out of office was that when you were in control 
you demonstrated a lack of moral and spiritual values.”      

Hon. Member: “Oooh”! [Desk thumping] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: And you think they would learn from that?  Instead of 
learning from that, what they go on to do is to keep telling anybody who would 
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listen that they were wronged, not that a President of a country had cause to resort 
to that finding based on fact. 

In a normal situation, in a normal circumstance, there would be cause for 
introspection if not cause for concern and to want to mend one’s ways, but instead 
of mending their ways they are getting worse. Because even as I was trying to 
wrap up by saying, listen the taxes on tobacco and alcohol, we know would not 
put an end to their use, but what we are trying to do is to make them less 
attractive—those are my words “less attractive”—I get a rebuttal. [Interruption]  

No; we did the same thing but for revenue rising, so they are not getting any 
better, they are getting worse. And then in seeking to give the impression—I have 
no doubt, Mr. Speaker, that the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago is a man 
of high moral values [Laughter] and he is involved in religion or whatever; he is a 
religious person. I do not know that is a bad thing. 

Hon. Member: Exactly, what makes that bad? 
Mrs. Job-Davis: Exactly! 
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: I do not know to be accused of being religious or to be 

swayed by moral values is a bad thing. I would have thought that in this country 
today that what parliamentarians should be advocating is a return to our moorings, 
but instead you talk about having a moral position on alcohol and tobacco as 
though it is a bad thing. 

Mrs. Job-Davis: Punitive tax they called it. 
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: But then, you go further and try to demonize the 

Minister of Finance in this context of your argument of wrong premise, that he is 
trying to put his personal morality on the country. [Interruption]  Well, I would 
tell you something, since they refused to take the advice of the former President 
that moral and spiritual values are required to be able to provide good leadership, 
we will have to keep on saying to them that we subscribe to those principles. We 
might not all be regular church goers, we might not all be shouting God’s name 
every hour of the day, but we do have some recognition that if I cannot be good to 
myself, I am of no use to you. 

Hon. Member: No use to yourself. 

Hon. Member: He is a demon to himself. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: You understand, and you have to believe in that 
principle of do not unto others, that which is done unto thee will cause thee pain. 
That is a principle! 
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Dr. Moonilal: That is a lesson to learn. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: He made a comment in strengthening his argument 
about this moral imposition and made reference to the extension with taxes onto 
casinos and that is proof of where we are going, and he goes as far as to say that 
we are heading towards prohibition. When the UNC proposed and enacted a 15 per 
cent tax on alcohol we were not going towards prohibition; the PNM enacts a 15 
per cent tax on alcohol; the exact tax, six years later— 

Hon. Member: Should be more than 15 per cent now. 
Hon. Dr. K. Rowley:—they did it six years ago, but it was not effective 

because they were put out of office. We have come six years later and we are 
implementing the same tax that they proposed and enacted six years ago, nobody 
on the PNM side then accused the UNC of taking the country towards prohibition. 

Hon. Member: You understand. 
Hon. Dr. K. Valley: And give us a whole thesis—and having laid that false 

foundation—on how prohibition failed and what it would do and not do, and it 
will drive this underground, and it will fuel criminal activity. But we did not 
invoke prohibition when the UNC government, in a measured way, in order to do 
the same thing that we are doing now which is to make alcohol less attractive 
because we believe if it is more expensive it is less attractive. And we are 
discouraging its use, we are not eliminating the use but we are discouraging it. 

Do you know what he did?  He goes off and picks up some obscure German; 
Ludwig – [Laughter] I do not know who Ludwig is!  Ludwig could be Anancy, he 
could be an anarchist, [Laughter] but he thinks by coming here and quoting 
Ludwig, [Laughter] [Desk thumping] it gives substance to his argument. Listen 
something!  

Mr. Speaker, he makes the point that we are facing extremism; [Interruption] 
extremism which finds its source in moral understandings; personal beliefs being 
taken to extremes to make public policy. In western societies where freedom is 
supposed to rein, people come up with all kinds of things. There is a political 
party in England [Interruption] that has a manifesto, which I am not sure you are 
familiar with, but what the Member for Caroni East said was, that “this kind of 
moralizing”. And you know what the moralizing is?  Taxing tobacco, alcohol and 
casinos. This kind of moralizing is a threat to the freedom of the spirit—and he 
advocated this freedom of spirit—and there is no role for the State in doing these 
things. The State has no role in imposing its morality, or the Leader of the 
Government of the State has no role in making its morality known to you. 
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You cannot have an argument like that in isolation, because when does it end. 
In the UK there is a political party which advocates that—It is a serious political 
party going up for elections; go on the platform and argue their case—adults 
ought not to prohibit sexual contact with children. It ought to be a free spirit, a 
free world, so any adult who wants to be intimate with a child must be allowed, 
and the State preventing that is interfering in this free freedom, this free spirit that 
is supposed to be there; in much the same context of the argument of my friend a 
while ago, that the State ought not to have any strictures on how you behave. I 
cannot remember his exact words but what he was saying is that the State ought 
not to put any strictures on you and you ought to be free— [Interruption]  

Mr. Speaker, there is another one in Belgium doing the same thing too, and 
went to court, recently. Of course the court ruled that they were free to have this 
party, but of course you cannot have a situation where you are saying in absolute 
terms that the State ought not to have any kind of moral consideration in dealing 
with issues, otherwise the State is interfering in your freedom to do things. 
Because I want to ask you, if that argument is correct, why then do we have laws 
in this country which prevent marriage at a certain age? 

10.25 p.m. 

Why do we say you can only get married⎯ 

Mr. Valley: To one woman. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Well, that was long time. [Laughter]  

Mr. Valley: In Trinidad. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Is it not because we have seen that there is something 
unacceptable to the society, why we restrict marriage at a certain age?  I am sure 
that there are many 12 year-olds who can drive, but you pass a law saying you 
would only get a driving permit at a certain age because society’s wider interest is 
protected. There are many young females who get pregnant at 12 and 13, so we 
know that it is possible to have human contact in that way, but we say, it is 
unacceptable and we draw the line at a certain point, so the State is intervening. 
That is not permitted. What is the basis for that?  If a brother wants to get married 
to a sister or a mother wants to get married to her son, is that permitted by the 
State?  The State prevents it. They might want to do it, but the State intervenes 
and says no. There are morality issues here, not only genetic issues. So, there are 
situations where the State has taken clear positions based on morality.  
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So, to come and argue that you suspect that the raising of alcohol taxes and 
tobacco is driven by some moral underpinning and therefore, you are threatening 
the State, you threatening this and threatening that, you are going to end up being 
a dry country, and prohibition, and there would be no alcohol and so on. That is 
an extremist argument, not to mention the fact that nothing in the presentation of 
the Minister of Finance indicated that that was his position.  

I am not aware that they have casinos in Barbados. There is no casino 
gambling in Barbados. I am not aware that the Opposition in Barbados, in any 
government has accused the Prime Minister of Barbados who is opposed to casino 
gambling. 

Mr. Ramsaran: How do you know that? 

Hon. Dr. Rowley: Because that is public policy in Barbados, this is how I 
know. There is no casino in Barbados. It is an act of public policy; they do not 
accept casino gambling as part of their environment. In the Bahamas, there are 
casinos but locals are prohibited from gambling. I am not aware that in the 
Bahamas the Prime Minister of any party is accused of imposing his moral 
position on the State and he is threatening people’s freedom and taking the 
country down the road to extremism. The State took a position that in the 
Bahamas, while they wanted the economic benefit of casino gambling, they will 
take that benefit from foreigners who come there to gamble in short visits, but 
locals are prohibited from gambling in casinos in the Bahamas.  But in Trinidad 
and Tobago, if you say that you are opposed to casino gambling as the law now 
says it is illegal, you have people coming in the Parliament and saying, the 
Minister of Finance in taking that position is attempting to impose on the country, 
his church’s teachings and I do not want that.  

These are arguments which are good for when you are drinking rum in a rum 
shop and you are making ol’ talk, but when you are on Parliament’s floor dealing 
with facts you cannot take that position. Who in Barbados is accusing the 
Barbados Prime Minister of imposing on the country of Barbados, his church’s 
position or his personal moral position?  It is a public policy that is influenced by 
the knowledge of the effects of casino gambling and we have said, look, while 
there are benefits to casino gambling, there are also downsides to it and we have 
chosen not to go for the benefits so as to avoid the downsides. It is as simple as 
that. All these examples about the Minister of Finance this, and the Minister of 
Finance that in other arenas, I am sure he can defend himself. But in this matter 
before us, the Order to collect taxes on cigarettes and tobacco, which Mr. 
Speaker, you strove manfully today, to keep them and us on this issue as per the 
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Standing Order: in the context of this Order, one cannot find any substance to 
support anything that was said by the Member for Caroni East who was so 
troubled by this new development, so new, that half of it was in a budget passed 
with him as a minister of that government. We are new and he is surprised by this 
new revelation of the Minister of Finance who somehow is threatening our future 
and freedom and creating this moralistic mooring which we are being dragged to, 
unwillingly kicking and screaming.  

Nothing is further from the truth. It is a simple, straightforward matter and all 
the arguments made to present appendages to it are all self-inflicted and created 
so as to be able to make a contribution. He has said so when he got up to speak. 
He said, “I am making a brief intervention.”  However, he was very well prepared 
because he had Ludwig to quote. I do not know who he was, but the bottom line 
was that he quoted all of that on the premise that the Government's position⎯ 

Mr. Ramsaran: Ludwig. 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: “Boy, in German, ‘W’ is ‘V’. Yuh doh say wig, 
“Ludvig”. Cyah make a German look good. Anyway, ah have to excuse yuh, eh 
pa.”  [Crosstalk]  Mr. Speaker, we could have gone home long time, but you see 
having missed the boat in the budget debate, my colleagues⎯ 

Mr. Ramsaran: [Inaudible] 

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: Yah, yah⎯decided that whatever they came with last 
week and they did not get to say, they would say it tonight. All I want to say to 
you, my colleagues, I console them with their thoughts. True, long ago, inspectors 
used to come to school to inspect you in class. Your sums wrong, inspector gone, 
too late. You cannot recover what happened last week. Therefore, creating 
arguments now to make it look as if you had something to say during the budget 
debate, now I understand why they chose not to speak in the budget debate, 
because it is clear that they had nothing to say. Therefore, in the interim my 
colleague from Caroni East went and created this—found Ludwig, came here this 
afternoon, put up his straw man of Ludwig and of [Inaudible] and then try to 
shoot him down so as to give the impression that he is fighting and defending 
some greater principle.  

Simple matter, time to go home. Taxes are not punitive; they are the same 
level as was presented by the UNC in 2001. They are not punitive. I dismiss that. It 
is not a revenue raising measure; it is the same justification as used saying that we 
are trying to discourage the youths. No public policy has been presented in this 
matter before us based on religiosity. It is based on the need to attack a scourge 



379 

Provisional Collection of Taxes Order Friday, October 20, 2006 
 

and restart and as they say, the longest journey starts with the first step. These are, 
in fact, the first steps to help us to begin to curb the use of alcohol and tobacco. 
For those who did not smoke, the Government’s ad says, if you do not smoke, 
keep it up; if you smoke, stop it. That is part of the programme and we make it 
expensive.  

For those who drink—they say a glass of wine now and then is good for you. I 
have my glass of wine/beer off and on; I am not a fanatic, but I do not drink to the 
excess. There would be alcoholic beverages available and that is why there is tax. 
The tax does not say there would be none available; it says as it is made available 
legally, you would pay a bit more for it so you would consume it less. If you have 
money and you want to pay more for it, then, of course, we take the taxes. As the 
Minister of Finance said, if this does not work, then surely, we would try 
something else. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping] 
Mr. Chandresh Sharma (Fyzabad): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As 

I enter this debate, I cannot help but reflect on the failure of this PNM and this 
hoodwinking of the PNM. [Desk thumping] I cannot help but reflect how deceitful 
this PNM is. On the eve of Divali⎯San Fernando West, you have nothing to say. 
You say it inside the Parliament and you say it outside, you still have nothing to 
say. Absolutely nothing!  This PNM has not given a single group in Trinidad and 
Tobago one cent to celebrate Divali. They talk about spirituality and morality, 
what a shame! [Desk thumping] What a shame, not a single cent; not a single cent. 
[Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Mr. C. Sharma: Recently, the Government funded Carifesta, $40 million. 
One per cent of $40 million is $400,000. During that same period, 10 groups in 
Trinidad or not less than 10 groups for 10 days were celebrating Ramleela, they 
did not get $5,000 each. So not even half of one per cent and they talk about 
equality. It is instructive that when the Minister moved the Motion earlier today, 
he used the word equity and I asked him, what is equality, he said no, because 
they do not see equality. This is why we are debating here at this later hour.  

When I heard the Member for Diego Martin West talk about morality and 
spiritual values, he should be the last man to talk about that. This is the Minister 
who said that the hospital in Tobago would be built within budget and time. Not 
yet delivered and materials gone to his private investments. 

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, I crave your protection from this liar. 
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Mr. Speaker: You do not need to. Please, try and get quickly to the matter 
before us. Tobago hospital and Dr. Rowley’s position has nothing to do with the 
matter before us. 

10.40 p.m.  
Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, the last number of speakers went all over and I 

am responding to what the Minister said. Am I not allowed to do that? 

Mr. Speaker: You are allowed to speak on the Motion before us dealing with 
the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order and you are allowed to speak once you 
are relevant. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Can I respond to what the Minister said?  The Minister 
talked about moral and spiritual values. We started off with his announcement in 
Tobago that the Scarborough Hospital would be done within budget. It has not 
been done. Materials intended for that project have gotten into his private 
investment; that is a fact. That is not my finding; that is the finding of a 
commission of enquiry. [Dr. Rowley rises] You cannot stand up. He has no point; 
he has said nothing. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Both of you cannot stand at the same time. It is either you are 
raising a point of order or you are asking the Member to give way. Which is it? 

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 36(5). The Member is casting 
aspersions on my character and under the Standing Orders I am seeking your 
protection.  

Mr. Partap: What protection do you want? 

Dr. Rowley: The Member is not speaking the truth and he is casting 
aspersions and there is protection for me under the Standing Orders. Do I get that 
protection?  

Mr. Speaker: Yes. [Laughter] Standing Order 36(5) says:  

"No Member shall impute improper motives to any other Member of either 
Chamber."   

Move on, please. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, I am a Member of Parliament in addition to 
being a taxpayer. As a taxpayer, I funded a commission of enquiry into the 
Scarborough Hospital and the findings indicated that materials that were intended 
for the hospital were moved to a private investment owned by the Minister across 
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from me. That is the truth. In fact, the Minister confirmed it when he said, "Good 
to myself."  [Crosstalk] [Desk thumping] He did; the PNM is always good to 
themselves.  

Dr. Rowley: Mr. Speaker, I rise under Standing Order 36(5). The Member is 
casting aspersions on my character. I have no project in Tobago so, therefore, no 
Scarborough Hospital material could go to my project. I seek your protection. 

Mr. Speaker: The Minister does not have any, as far as I am aware, and it 
came out in the enquiry, so, please. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, when I filed my Integrity Commission report, 
according to the forms—I caused a seminar to be held at which the experts from 
the Integrity Commission came, they said what you know about your wife you 
have to report on it. Does your wife own it?  That is the truth.  

We cannot pretend. If every time we come to this Parliament, which seems to 
be a pattern, we are going to hide this kind of information, the country will not 
move forward. It pains me to tell the Minister the truth, but that is the truth. I did 
not create the truth. I am only a messenger of the truth. [Crosstalk]  

Dr. Rowley: Come out of the Parliament and say that. 
Mr. C. Sharma: Come outside?  Let us go now. You go outside and I will 

meet you; I will follow. I will stop talking now; go outside and I will meet you.  
Dr. Rowley: Go outside and say that. 
Mr. Speaker: Please; at this hour, on the eve of Divali, as a pundit of your 

calibre, I think you need to get back into some sort of spirituality and get back on 
track. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. C. Sharma: You know the PNM is brave and bold and strong and we 
from the rural communities drink dhal and we must not be strong too. "I eh afraid 
nobody across there no time." [Desk thumping] One time the Minister might have 
gotten away—[Interruption]  

Dr. Rowley: Come outside and accuse me. 
Mr. C. Sharma: When we meet outside, we will do it. You cannot threaten 

me. 
Mr. Speaker: Order, please! 

Dr. Rowley: Come out of the protection of Parliament and accuse me.  

Mr. Speaker: Order! Order! I hope this debate will not degenerate any further 
than it has so far. I am appealing to you to get back on track. 
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Mr. C. Sharma: You know the occasion of Divali is very significant in the 
world today. In fact, close to 200 countries celebrate and observe Divali. In many 
of these countries there are not persons of Hindu or East Indian origin. The reason 
they celebrate Divali is because it has a universal message. Most of us would be 
familiar with the picture of Mother Lakshmi with four hands. That really means 
the two hands of the community, with your two hands; the two hands of the 
Government joining with the two hands of the Opposition; the two hands of the 
teachers, joining with the Parents Teachers Association (PTA) or the parents or a 
sports groups joining with the community in terms of a function. It means they 
can cooperate.  

What we see in this Parliament is absolutely no cooperation. The PNM is in 
control of the purse; what they do not take for themselves, they take for their 
friends. That is across the country; we see this all the time. So when the Minister 
said this afternoon, "Good to myself," this is the pattern we see. Whenever you 
raise it, all kinds of threats come. 

Mr. Speaker, we spoke about Divali. In two or three days, the Muslim 
community would be celebrating Eid and, again, the universal teaching about Eid 
is applicable to all of us. In Islam it is said that every foot of space is a praying 
place, so we must see the humanity in each other. When you see the PNM come 
with the attitude that they own everything and, "Meet me outside", I will meet you 
home if you invite me. [Desk thumping] I will meet you anywhere. In Tobago, I 
will meet you in the golf course. Meet me anywhere. What are they doing?  
Playing brave; the Member for Laventille East/Morvant always gives the impression: 
he is in Government; he is a junior Minister. [Interruption] 

Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, Standing Order 36(1). 

Mr. Speaker: I will have to agree with the Leader of Government Business. I 
told you to come back to the subject matter about three times. The Member is 
saying that you are being irrelevant. [Crosstalk]  

Hon. Members: All the time!  

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, I will be guided, but I have observed that 
everyone is allowed to talk anything from the PNM side. [Desk thumping] In fact, 
the Minister of Port of Spain North/St. Ann's West spoke about everything except 
the Order. He read a set of reports; I will come to that too. [Desk thumping] In 
fact, let me go to it right away. I will come back to my good friend, the Member 
for Diego Martin West; one time is too much.  
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When the Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann's West spoke earlier, he 
read out a set of reports. They were totally useless in the context of this debate. 
He gave a set of information. He hid a lot of information. I purposely asked him; 
that was not in a vacuum. All the reports he referred to by Prof. Alleyne at UFT 
and the other Caribbean report said a number of things. He thinks he could fool 
us; he would not make that report available to us.  

The report indicated a wider context. It was not about raising the price of 
alcohol; it was about making sure that there are other fall back positions. The PNM 
is so foolish and they forget that they are on national television. The Minister 
boasted that this country had the most Alcoholic Anonymous (AA) groups; great is 
the PNM. It is because of the PNM. What led to so many groups being formed? It 
was because persons belong to a particular area and need service and attention.  

In fact, he said that they have raised the taxes by 30 per cent, so 70 per cent of 
the people are still affected; more than that. It has not been reduced, in any way. 
The income of the companies that sell alcohol has increased. The income of the 
companies that sell cigarettes has increased. Why is he hiding that information?  

In addition to that, what the report also suggested was that you have to look at 
what people have to do. Do you have recreation grounds that they could go to so 
their drinking time would be absorbed elsewhere?  Do you allow them to 
participate in other activities?  The Minister was misleading the House. He came 
up with a report and read what was convenient. It was the same way the Member 
for Diego Martin West read a report, when he said that the Member for Caroni 
East said something. It was also revenue generated. In fact, I think it was going to 
raise $146 million, so he was hiding that.  

The PNM has this habit always. Have you noticed the latest development in the 
PNM? Each man has in his jacket a copy of the Standing Orders. They intend to 
shut up the Opposition; they will not do it, Sir. The Opposition will do its work. 
[Desk thumping] They are not reading anything else. [Crosstalk] Keep quiet, 
"nuh".  

You remember the Member for Laventille East/Morvant?  

Mr. Speaker: Speak to me.  

Mr. C. Sharma: I am speaking to you, but I am identifying the Member for 
Laventille East/Morvant.  

I heard him cross talking with the Member for Chaguanas. The elected 
Member asked a question about the young lady who was murdered. He thinks it is 
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his private information. "Oh, I will not give you any information in the future."  
[Interruption] I am glad you raised that to my attention.  

Mr. Speaker: You are going off again. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Concerning the young lady who was murdered, Rehanna; 
was the gentleman under the influence of drugs?  Was he under the influence of 
alcohol?  A natural human being would not have done that. This was a young 
lady, 22 years old, who was murdered and put into a shallow grave. Is this a 
human being?  Was this a creature of the PNM?  Is this what the PNM is producing 
in this country?  They are in government; they have to be responsible.  

The Member for Diego Martin West started to talk about CEPEP and URP. That 
is how he opened, when he said that the Member for Oropouche spoke differently 
to the Member for Siparia. He has nothing to say, so he has to earn his keep. He 
has to get up and say something. He does not care what he says; he says anything 
just to make the newspapers and television. He has a couple friends, supporters 
here; clap, clap, clap, “You are doing good.”  Nonsense!  

Forget us in the Opposition for five minutes. The country has been saying that 
you are wasting the resources of the State through the CEPEP, because it is not 
productive. It is in our interest to employ all the people of this country, but you 
need to put them to productive employment. It is the same thing with the 
Unemployment Relief Programme (URP).  

Why does the Government keep the URP and the CEPEP?  Why are they taking 
our taxpayers' money, whether from cigarette taxes, rum taxes or Malta?  What 
are they doing?  Why are they doing it?  Let me tell you why. Last weekend at 
Chaguaramas there was a PNM convention. Every CEPEP contractor in this country 
was given instructions, and we have the information, that they must supply two 
maxis and their workers must attend. [Crosstalk]  

Over the years it has been a pattern. It is the PNM that introduced rum and roti 
politics. [Crosstalk] Rum and roti politics was introduced by the PNM. In this 
year's budget there is a provision of $219 million for rum, roti and cocktails. So 
the PNM is not affected by raising taxes. They are going to buy the rum and supply 
it. That is the history of the PNM and it has not changed. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order!  

Mr. C. Sharma: The Member for Laventille East/Morvant said that from 
CEPEP 5,000 went and he is correct. Mr. Speaker, 5,000 workers and their spouses 
made 10,000, [Laughter] and from the URP the next 5,000, that made the 15,000. 
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[Desk thumping] Thank you my friend. Yes, thank you Member for Tunapuna. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please! Order!   

Mr. C. Sharma: Poor Tunapuna!  That is how the PNM operates. The 
Member for Laventille East/Morvant; Tonca Bean is his brother. The whole 
family is into the CEPEP. No tendering; PNM brother, sister, mother, father; take 
contract; thousands of dollars running. [Interruption] Do you want to say 
something? 

Mr. Hinds: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure Members of this House that the 
company the Member just made reference to operates in my constituency. I am 
familiar with it. I know the main player, the director, but he is not my brother. It is 
a misleading statement. I respect him for his business prowess; I love him, but he 
is not my brother.  

Mr. C. Sharma: Thank you for confirming.  
You know, Mr. Speaker, all of us are brothers, but suddenly when they are 

exposed, "I have nothing to do with that; is meh wife own." When I expose 
further, "It eh mine; is my friend own."  [Desk thumping] "Is meh sister boyfriend 
own." Why is the PNM bringing the country to this, Sir? Listen, this country is not 
progressing under the PNM. The PNM is a blight to this country. [Desk thumping]  

10.55 p.m. 

Imagine a Government Minister telling this Parliament and the national 
community that there is no equality and he is happy with that—equity but no 
equality. I hope he knows the difference, by the way. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Mr. C. Sharma: The Member for Diego Martin Central indicated, since there 
is a revenue factor in this—and I think the Member for Chaguanas was very clear, 
having read the laws that govern the particular debate; we had brought the 
approach to it—that this will lead to a better society. But what obtains under the 
PNM? More jail, riots, murders. Everything that is negative is happening under the 
PNM. Every “skull” you could think of; every “smart-man” thing you could think 
of, obtains under the PNM. Are we proud of this? Is this what we have for a 
government in this country today? Is this what our taxpayers’ money is going 
down the drain for? Today, having introduced “rum and roti” politics and used it 
to their convenience for 50 years, they are saying: “Listen to what we have to do; 
there is too much of this in the society— 
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Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, I again draw your attention to Standing Order 
36(1). This is a late hour, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member for Fyzabad, I do think you are straying. Apart 
from 36(1) there is a Standing Order 43 which I had to bring to the attention of 
Members. If you stray too much and I rule you irrelevant, any Member on the 
other side can move that you no longer be heard and then it is a simple matter of a 
vote. So do not take that risk. Please be relevant. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, I am sure the Members opposite have now 
gotten a hint how to proceed in this debate. If they rule it, so be it. I will have 
another day to tell the national community the truth.  

I have tried to reply, in the first instance, to what the Member for Port of 
Spain North/St. Anns’ West said to this House, and also the Member for Diego 
Martin West, but it seems as if this is causing a lot of inconvenience. As a result, 
there seems to be a pressure. But regardless of that, even if I have to speak for 
five more minutes before they take the hint offered by your good self, I wanted to 
raise exactly what obtains in this Bill and in response to what both Members said 
to us in this House.  

For instance, the Minister of Health indicated that 230,000 people are 
receiving medication under the CDAP. Who is he fooling? He has developed a sick 
society, one, and 90 per cent of those persons are not obtaining the medication 
that is on that list. The Minister is aware of this. In fact, at the San Fernando 
General Hospital, he did not tell us—I thought he would have apologized and said 
that expired drugs are being offered there. Hire some committee clerks and make 
sure the drugs are not expired drugs, except on one occasion. 

So here is a Member of Parliament, in his private capacity, able to get drugs 
that are current; that are into the future, to provide medication— 

Mrs. Job-Davies: You all do not have a pharmacist at the San Fernando 
General Hospital? Why are you interfering with the Minister? Get real! 

Mr. C. Sharma: I will get you a pharmacist. I know what you need.  

I was making the point that the Minister is boasting about 230,000. Is the 
Minister aware that when he brings information he must not mislead the House? 
The other thing he spoke about was the surgery. Did the Minister tell us that a lot 
of deals are being made there; a lot of friends and family managing those 
programmes and millions of dollars are being made there? Why did the Minister 
not say that? [Crosstalk] You “doh” know that? You “doh” know that? 
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Mr. Speaker, Transparency International and a number of international 
organizations, including lending agencies that lend moneys to the bank, have told 
the Government about corruption. The Member for Diego Martin West says: “I 
‘doh’ know about that.” You do not know there is corruption in the Government?  
[Crosstalk] In fact, the eminent pediatric surgeon, Dr. Petronella Manning-
Alleyne, talked about corruption. In the Ministry of Health as in the Ministry of 
Housing, there are endless deals being made and the Ministers pretend to be 
saints! [Crosstalk] You want to say that there is no corruption in your Ministry? 
You have not been able to build a single house within cost, not a single house! 

Dr. Rowley: Why is Couva North not here? 

Mr. C. Sharma: Forget why the Member for Couva North is not here. 
Fyzabad is here! Siparia is here! Caroni Central is here! [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! I did indicate to all Members that the hour is late and I 
do not want this debate to degenerate any further and the debate is degenerating. 
So I am appealing to you, hon. Member for Fyzabad, please, get back on track. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The question of raising moneys—
you see both benches of the Opposition indicated very early that this is a 
continuation of what obtained in the past. It is nothing new, so the support is 
there. But you are talking about raising taxes too and I have to make sure when I 
go back to Fyzabad tomorrow where I will be meeting thousands of people, that I 
tell them what I did in the Parliament last night. When they ask me: “What are the 
taxes going to be used for? Is it to continue corruption in the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Housing?” I must tell them I have made an effort; I cannot 
stop it until we change the Government, but the Ministry of Housing is under 
watch. I must be able to tell them that, because when they bring the evidence to 
me and show me that the taxpayers’ money has not—this Minister of Housing has 
not built a single house within budget under his watch. 

Dr. Rowley: You know that! 

Mr. C. Sharma: But the whole country knows that! 

Mrs. Job-Davies: Bring the evidence! 

Mr. C. Sharma: Member for Tobago East, you are a guest here, but I will get 
you the information. 

Mrs. Job-Davies: Come outside and tell me that! [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 
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Mr. C. Sharma: The Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West is 
telling me to watch myself. I am not worried about watching myself. I want to 
come back to something— 

Mr. Rahael: Do not come here and lie! You are a liar, man! 

Mr. Speaker: One minute, please. I do not think the hon. Minister is 
recognizing what he has just said. You cannot accuse another Member of being a 
liar, please.  

Member, I do not know if you are provoking the Members into some 
unfortunate reaction, but you are doing that because you are straying. I am 
appealing to you for the last time to get back on track. 

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, Jesus Christ was accused of misleading the 
followers, so was Mahatma Gandhi, so was Martin Luther King. I met Nelson 
Mandela in South Africa in 1994 and do you know what he said to me? He said: 
“After 27 years I kept my people by informing them of the truth. Go back to 
Trinidad and Tobago and do it.”  I have never stopped. I shall survive. I will be 
here when they are elsewhere. [Desk thumping] 

The Minister of Housing indicated— 

Dr. Rowley: The people of Fyzabad [Inaudible] 

Mr. C. Sharma: So did the people for Diego Martin West. They did not think 
that you would do such foolish things. But we will deal with that. 

The point is that taxpayers’ money is not for the Government to choose how 
to spend, not to spend on themselves. They are servants of the people like the 
Opposition, so they must not have an advantage over other people; they must not 
be raping the Treasury. That is not allowed! They must not be using State funds 
for their personal development and for their party development. That is not 
allowed! And we are seeing that, and the Minister is asking— 

Dr. Rowley: Why did you not tell Panday that? Why is he a convict today? 

Mr. C. Sharma: He keeps referring to the Member for Couva North and he is 
doing it for a good reason, because he knows he is next. [Desk thumping] What 
goes around comes around. It is going to come like a thief in the night. The time 
will come. You saw what happened in Fyzabad. Three weeks ago the taxpayers of 
Fyzabad said: “Enough is enough”. They stood up; 53 protest groups. They 
brought out the helicopters, the army, the soldiers. 

Mrs. Job-Davies: Led by you, unfortunately.  
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Mr. C. Sharma: Yes, led by a good leader, elected to lead. There were 53 
groups. That is very, very significant, because the PNM continues their act of 
discrimination. The taxpayers have no problem paying more for beers or 
cigarettes, but they are saying: “If we are going to pay you more for beers and 
cigarettes, make sure that you treat us as equals.” 

Mr. Bereaux: That is why the Minister came down. 

Mr. C. Sharma: To date the Minister has not come to Fyzabad. I learnt from 
my friend from La Brea. He showed me exactly what to do.  

The Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann’s West, my good friend, talked 
about the high levels of high blood pressure and diabetes. Do you know how 
people acquire these diseases? They are lifestyle diseases—most of them—
because of the failure of the Government. The Government is providing nothing! 
[Crosstalk] 

Listen to the way the Minister is saying it. He said because of that high level 
of diabetes and high blood pressure, a number of people are going into renal 
failure. He is boasting: “We are unable to treat with them; we do not have enough 
dialysis machines or doctors.” So on the one hand they are causing all these 
diseases, contributing to it and then wasting the taxpayers’ money with all kinds 
of fancy consultation. [Crosstalk] 

They talk about tobacco smoking. What is the Government doing about 
reducing tobacco smoking? Are they saying: “The only thing we are going to do 
is to raise the taxes”? Is that sufficient?  I say, no. In fact, the Minister said out of 
200,000 people 100,000 will die. He means with diseases associated with—but to 
get money to spend they say: “Died as a result of”. That is how they mark the 
programmes within the ministries to get funding. So it is millions and millions of 
dollars. What are we seeing for it?  

Every hospital is rundown in this country. What is this Minister doing with 
taxpayers’ money? Medication is unavailable in many of the institutions. He told 
us ambulances are not available. In fact, he was boasting. He said between the 
years 2000 and 2025, 150 million people will die as a result of smoking. That is in 
excess of five million per year, maybe more, and if you bring that to Trinidad and 
Tobago, because that is a global figure— 

Apparently they do not think when they speak. He said: “You know, we have 
only raised it by 30 per cent.” But he has not indicated what effect this would 
have, if any at all. He went on to say: “We are banning smoking in all Government 
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vehicles and buildings.” That is what this Government does, punish. If people are 
smoking, they are smoking. You need to educate them about it. I sympathize with 
you, Member for San Fernando West, I really do. 

Thirty per cent—lung cancer. So the Minister knows of all these diseases and 
all he is doing is hiding behind statistics. Is this what this Government has been 
reduced to? Hiding behind statistics? I see for the Ministry led by Sen. The Hon. 
Abdul-Hamid—I do not know the name of the Ministry—there is a full-page ad, 
six pages in one newspaper. That is $36,000 per day for advertisements. That 
could have gone towards a scholarship for somebody. Three or four newspapers 
are in excess of $100,000. One of the questions to win prizes, including 
cellphones was: “Who is the Minister of Tertiary Education?” [Laughter] 

Great is the PNM; it shall prevail. This Government will do anything to be in 
the newspapers. It does not care how embarrassing it is. One thing we must not 
forget, the Government represents about 35 per cent of the population. Sixty-five 
per cent of the population of Trinidad and Tobago does not believe in the PNM. 
Those are the Elections and Boundaries Commission’s statistics; not mine. 

Dr. Rowley: They believe in the UNC! 

Mr. C. Sharma: They certainly believe in the UNC, because the UNC won the 
election. I am glad the Member intervened. The Member for Diego Martin West 
talked— 

Dr. Rowley: Come across here. “Yuh” in the wrong place.  

11.10 p.m.  
Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Diego Martin West spoke 

about former President ANR Robinson, but what he did not tell the Parliament is 
about the deal they made. He was part of that deal. [Desk thumping] 

I saw the President attend a function two days ago with a security officer paid 
for by the State. President Noor Hassanali never got such things nor did President 
Ellis Clarke. So the pay back for imposing on the people of Trinidad and Tobago 
is—that this wicked PNM government—tax free cars, medical assistance and 
security officers in the morning, noon and night; and money too. This is how the 
PNM intends to remain in government.  

They did not win any election, Mr. Speaker. The following year, what did 
they do? Let us go to Abu Bakr’s statement—taxpayers’ money again—filed in 
the High Court in Trinidad and Tobago. Look at what the PNM has reduced this 
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country to; they used violence. Mr. Speaker, when you use violence it is going to 
turn back on you, and this is what we are seeing. There have already been 300-
plus murders for the year and the PNM boasting: “I can give the assurance, I spoke 
to God, and it will not exceed 400.”  This is what the PNM has brought this 
country to, and they want us to come here week after week and pass laws and to 
give them more and more money.  

Mr. Speaker, the leading cause of death in the country, as indicated by the 
goodly Minister, he said that 131,000 people suffer with cardiac matters. Mr. 
Minister, you know these things, what are you doing about it? What is one of the 
number one recommendations for persons who suffer with their hearts—exercise? 
Where can they go to exercise, nowhere? There is not a single public facility in 
the constituency of Fyzabad. Many of the roads are without pavements, so you 
cannot walk on the pavements. 

Mrs. Job-Davis: You have represented that constituency for many years. 

Mr. C. Sharma: And they love me. 

Mr. Bureaux: Would the hon. Member give way? 

Mr. C. Sharma: I will do anything for you, Mr. La Brea. 

Mr. Bureaux: Maybe you have forgotten but in Siparia, which is in the 
constituency of Fyzabad there is a veladrome, a community centre and exercise 
areas.  

Mr. C. Sharma: Hon. Member, I know it is a late hour and your thinking 
may be affected, but you do not want the people of Fyzabad to walk to Siparia to 
exercise. Come on, let us be intelligent; you are intervening; I have given way; 
make sure that it is an intelligent contribution; we are on TV. [Desk thumping]    

Mr. Speaker, I must tell the person in Oropuche—do you know where they 
sell fish, by the bay?  My colleague from La Brea says there is a jogging park in 
Siparia, which is about 12 miles away, so one would leave home in the morning at 
6 o’clock; reach there about 11 o’clock, exercise for two hours and walk back. 
[Laughter] Great is the PNM. Mr. Speaker, that is how the PNM developing the 
country.  

This thing about alcohol—you see that is an emotional appeal, and the timing 
is good; Divali and Eid-ul-Fitr. The Member for Caroni East made some very 
important observations and he is correct. It is clear that since Benny Hinn came 
and he said the Member for Diego Martin West will never be the Prime Minister 
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and the other gentleman will be Prime Minister for life—there is a price for that. 
Now, if you do not buy the alcohol, the extra pisa will go in the coffers, it is 
calculated. When Benny Hinn comes here, he does not come for free; it is 
millions of dollars.  

Mr. Hinds: What is that word? 
Mr. C. Sharma: “Pisa”. So you see the connection, Mr. Speaker. The Prime 

Minister of the country, whoever that person might be—in the current situation 
we know it is the Member of San Fernando East—cannot impose because the 
gambling houses in Trinidad did not fall from the sky yesterday. It is the PNM that 
introduced the Play Whe. It is the PNM that sponsored the first set of Whe Whe 
bankers. They were all PNM foremen on the URP projects in the early days, thirty, 
forty years ago. [Interruption] Is that your intelligence? Do you see the level of 
his intelligence? I know you sympathize with him but— 

Mr. Speaker, they cannot come today and say: “Listen we have to stop this 
thing, you know and the way we going to stop it, we are going to keep increasing 
the taxes.”  It will not work. You need to, first, level with the people of Trinidad 
and Tobago. One thing the PNM never does— [Interruption] Listen, if you live 
more than 10 miles from the Parliament, you can stay in a hotel. Where do you 
live?  

Mr. Speaker, 47 per cent of hospital admissions are for diseases and illnesses 
that could have been avoided in the first instance. The Minister of Health gave 
some statistics, which said in 1984—the PNM was in government—68 per cent of 
all hospital admissions were alcohol-related. Great is the PNM! Mr. Speaker, 68 
per cent; rum and roti politics. You see when they come and hide behind statistics 
and 70 per cent—[Interruption] We will come to aloo and channa in a while. Just 
now you ate a good bit and they packed some for you to take home. [Laughter]—
were persons close to the age of 18. The PNM must be ashamed of themselves; it 
is amazing what they will do to be in Government. The do not care what it costs; 
they are destroying the whole nation.  

The Minister went on to say that 10 per cent was under the age of 18. That is 
PNM education. He read from the report and tried to hide the information. He said 
that one of the findings was to reduce the demand. How do you reduce the 
demand, Mr. Speaker? Well according to the PNM, they hiding the information, so 
I am saying he is being deceitful, similar to the Member for Diego Martin West; I 
will come back to that in a while. He said that we have to reduce the demand. 
Well reducing the demand is not to increase the prices; it is giving them 
something else to do; let them go and play tennis.  
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The Member for Diego Martin West plays a lot of tennis; he has dropped his 
consumption by 50 per cent and it helps. People who play cricket, football; 
anybody involved in sports and for the older persons, engage them into 
community groups; let them go to the churches and the mandirs and sing. That is 
how to reduce the demand. The Minister went on to say that one of the biggest 
problems we have in this country is drugs. How did this come about, Mr. 
Speaker? It came about because of the PNM’s mismanagement of the economy. 

They have been taking advantage of our people. They want people to be 
dependent on them and that is why they are building these two-by-four houses all 
over the country. In Tarouba, not a single house has gone to any resident in there. 
They are taxpayers! The PNM is putting all these housing developments all over, 
built by taxpayers’ money: from cigarette sales or alcohol sales and they are 
giving them to PNM supporters. The requirement is that you have to have a PNM 
party card and the function held last week is a clear example. I have some of those 
photographs and in them you can identify a number of people from CEPEP, and 
URP. They have now gone one step further because the contractors are involved; a 
number of them had to support this convention. 

There were maxis from Arima, Port of Spain North, St. Ann’s West; T-shirts, 
food and drinks. Who paid for that? That is pay back!  [Crosstalk] When the 
Member for Diego Martin West talked about spirituality and morality that is his 
idea of it and that is the PNM’s mantra on it. Spirituality and morality for them is 
rape of the Treasury; overbid on all the contracts; give it to their friends and 
family, and to make sure that pay backs and kickbacks come to fund PNM 
projects, in addition to personal funding. [Interruption]   

Confession is good for the soul, Mr. Speaker, the Member for Laventille 
East/Morvant just said that now they have to introduce channa and aloo—only at 
Divali time, next week it is chicken again. I was making the point when the 
Member said and we must make sure that it goes into the Hansard because our 
children and grandchildren must read—You see one day this country, as Basdeo 
Panday said, we must become united, and it is going to become united, it may not 
happen in your time or my time, but it certainly will happen; we must never stop 
working towards it. When the country becomes united and they read the Hansard 
reports, they will see the disservice the PNM did for this country. 

Mr. Speaker, let us quickly look at some of the programmes available in this 
country; let us look at how the PNM has been running this country and spending 
money. Let us go to ministry to ministry, except for Diego Martin Central. Diego 
Martin West, this Minister is responsible for housing and for squatter regularization. 
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All the housing is coming out of taxpayers’ money, which comes from many 
sources of revenues. When you look at the distribution— 

Mr. Speaker: Member for Fyzabad, I am afraid that, again, you are late by a 
week. Please, come back to the Order before us.  

Mrs. Job-Davis: Last week you refused to speak; now you want to take up 
the Parliament’s time. 

Mr. C. Sharma: I am sorry I cannot take up your time.  

Dr. Rowley: Out of place wretch!  

Mr. C. Sharma: You are the saint in here. [Interruption] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Mr. Hinds: Disrespectful. 

Mr. C. Sharma: When your record is revealed—[Crosstalk]—I would love 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, Malta is a non-alcoholic drink; Shandy, I understand has about 
three or four per cent alcohol so it may be described as alcoholic. Non-alcoholic 
wines are included. Why is the Government so eager to introduce these measures? 
What is it intended to treat with? When you look at the amount of revenue— 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the Member has expired. 
Motion made, That the speaking time of the hon. Member be extended by 30 

minutes. [Mr. H. Rafeeq] 

Question put and negatived. 

Mr. Harry Partap (Nariva): Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the opportunity to 
join the debate at this time, dealing with the Provisional Collection of Taxes 
Order, 2006. This Motion seeks to confirm the decision of the Government to 
increase taxes on alcoholic beverages and tobacco products.  

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity as has been done by other speakers this 
evening—we are 35 minutes away from Divali Day—to express our best wishes 
to the Hindu community on the occasion of Divali, and also to the Muslim 
community on the occasion of Eid ul Fitr, which comes off  next week. Because 
of the sudden closure of the budget debate in the House last week, I did not get 
the opportunity to congratulate the hon. Leader of Opposition, the distinguished 
Member for Siparia, for her maiden reply to the lackluster budget presentation of 
the Minister of Finance and Prime Minister.  
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11.25 p.m. 
Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader gave a clinical and decisive response to that 

debate because, as the country recognizes, the budget had really been a 
hodgepodge cut and paste rehash of broken promises. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, 
Madam Opposition Leader dismantled the veneer and placed the budget in its 
proper perspective.  

The Minister in the Ministry of Finance told us earlier this evening that the 
President can, by Order, provide for the imposition of a tax or the variation of an 
existing tax from the date of publication of the Order in the Gazette, and then that 
tax becomes payable. The Minister further stated that any such Order had a 
certain time frame, and it must be brought to the Parliament and confirmed and 
this is what we are actually doing now at this hour.  

What amazed me was the rationale given by the Minister for bringing the 
Order to Parliament. He said that the Order was brought to the Parliament so as to 
give Government an opportunity to account to the Parliament, and I find this 
rather curious. It is a curious statement. Certainly, the Minister did not 
demonstrate that they were accounting to the Parliament by his remarks. I did not 
get the impression that the Government was eager to account to the Parliament. 
Only two Ministers spoke from on that side in the debate and that, of course, does 
not reflect that they were willing to account. So they are deceiving the population; 
you are deceiving us on this side and you are deceiving the population. 
[Interruption] I will keep you here after midnight. It was left to the Minister of 
Health who was able to express some views and he brought some valuable 
information that enlightened us, information that the Minister who presented the 
Motion did not give us. He said one of the things they would do is make all 
schools alcohol free. I want to assure the Minister that is not something new. 
There is a standard policy of the Presbyterian Church in Trinidad that no alcoholic 
beverages will be sold or served on the school compound and this has been a 
policy for 138 years since the church was involved in education in this country, 
the same thing with the Muslims, and I think, it is the same with the Hindu 
schools, I am not sure. Also, the Presbyterian Church does not tolerate raffles and 
games of chance on their compound so it is not something new and, perhaps, you 
could introduce it for the other Government schools.  

The Minister in presenting the Motion quite rightly linked alcohol and tobacco 
use, and he described them as bad lifestyle habits. That is quite true. But, the 
Minister’s short contribution as the Member for Diego Martin Central, in his short 
contribution would have made an impact on us and, perhaps, the national 
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community if he had said, as had been suggested by the Member for Chaguanas, 
that this revenue to be derived from the taxes on alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
could have been put to a special fund and while the Minister of Works and 
Transport was making his contribution he had reached the point of saying 
something about liver but he did not go further. If the revenue that would have 
been raised from the taxes on alcoholic beverage and tobacco could have been be 
put in the fund so as to help those sick people who have liver problems, 
particularly liver transplants—if you had been reading the newspapers this past 
week or month you would have seen there are about four cases of persons in need 
of liver transplants which they cannot get here but which can be obtained in 
Argentina. 

Mr. Speaker, these people are seeking financial assistance. The operation is 
costing TT $630,000 and that is a minimum, and they are appealing to the public 
and they are doing all kinds of things to raise funds. It is really a daunting 
experience to have to raise $630,000 for an operation in order that the person can 
survive. There is one such case in the Nariva constituency, a young man living in 
Coal Mine and he is in need of TT $630,000 for that operation. The families have 
to sell bar-b-ques, cakes, sweets and so forth in order to raise the funds.  

I read in one of the daily newspapers, last week I think it was where an article 
said that a patient needing that kind of operation would have to sell over 30,000 
bar-b-que tickets at $20 each in order to raise the funds for that operation. 
[Interruption] Yes, because the Ministry I understand, is only giving $30,000 and 
I hope it is more, and the faster we make this money available to the patients I am 
sure they will get some lease on life. It is a serious problem and I support what the 
Member for Chauganas had  suggested and, perhaps, you can make the necessary 
arrangements so that the funds, the moneys collected from the taxes can be used 
in that way. 

The Motion deals specifically with increased taxes on two commodities: 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. My question is: Why is the Government 
seeking to increase revenue from alcoholic beverage and tobacco products? I 
really could not understand why the Government was seeking to increase the 
taxes on grape wine. We use it in the church for communion—but you are 
increasing the taxes on grape wine and I could not understand why you are doing 
this. I want to read to you from a commentary by Marion O’Callaghan in the 
Newsday of October 16, 2006.  

“Here there is a major problem for Christians.” 

talking about the grape wine.  
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“On Holy Thursday Jesus kept the Passover with his disciples. At that 
Passover meal, like all Jews at the time, they drank wine. No, it wasn’t grape 
juice. It was wine. And, according to the Passover ritual, five full glasses of 
wine. It is a cup of this wine which Jesus blessed according to the Jewish 
ritual and which becomes the Eucharist. Am I to suppose that Jesus was a 
drunkard and immoral?  Jews are still inveterate wine drinkers and yet they 
have the lowest incidence of drunkenness in the western world. The reason 
given is the early and strong relationship established between wine, the Jewish 
family and Jewish domestic religious ritual.” 

And, of course, it goes on about the bread and so forth.   

So why are you seeking to put an increased tax on wine?  I notice also in the 
Provisional Collection of Taxes Order that vodka and sparkling wine increased by 
the same amount, $67.60 per litre. I do not know if they have the same strength. 
Maybe this is the reason it was put like that but it really does not make sense to 
me.  

The Government sought too, in the Motion which is before us, and I want to 
quote the Motion, because I am a little worried about some of the things that 
passed in the House this evening and some of the things that are not permitted to 
be said. It says: 

“And Whereas the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006, made 
under section 3 of the Act, provided for the variation of taxes in the written 
laws mentioned in the said Order to the extent and in the manner set out 
therein, for the purpose of raising revenue to meet the expenditure specified in 
the Bill entitled ‘An Act to provide for the service of Trinidad and Tobago...’” 

They said this increase was for the purpose of raising revenue. When you consider 
that part of the preamble to the Motion, it strikes us forcefully that the Motion was 
conceived in the section. It is my considered view that the increase in taxes on 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco products has nothing to do with, as the Motion 
says, raising revenue to meet expenditure.  

11.40 p.m. 
At any rate, Mr. Speaker, the taxes to be derived from this exercise are 

miniscule in relation to the income from the oil and gas sector. I really could not 
understand why he said it was for raising revenue. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, using 
the power to increase taxes through the sale of alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
products did not fit the rationale expressed in the preamble.  
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In saying this, I want to declare our hand—at least for the Front Bench of the 
Opposition—that we do not oppose the measures set out in the Order. 
[Interruption]  We have been saying so all evening. We have not been opposed to 
it. In fact, we are not averse to raising the taxes on alcoholic beverages and 
tobacco products. What we oppose is the sleight of hand of the Government. This 
PNM administration will never give a straight answer. They will never come 
clean on the issues. What will it take to have them speak the truth and level with 
the population?   

This devious, ambiguous manner in which the Government deals with the 
people really insults their intelligence. This is why they really cannot deal with 
the problems that beset this nation. This is why they are making a horrible mess in 
our land. They are incompetent, wasteful, and they lie, cheat, deceive and distort. 
You cannot trust them. We do not trust you at all. We have too many examples of 
why we cannot trust you and you have exposed one in the Motion before us. 

The raising of taxes on alcoholic beverages and tobacco products has nothing 
to do with raising revenue to meet expenditure. It is to discourage the 
consumption of alcohol and the use of tobacco products. That is really the main 
purpose of this increase in taxes. [Interruption]  I know it, but this is not what 
your Motion said. In the Motion, when you reached as far as "extent and in a 
manner set out therein, for the purpose of", you could have said "discouraging the 
consumption of alcohol and the use of tobacco products"; then you could have 
said, "also to raise revenue". To make the population believe that you are 
increasing taxes on alcoholic beverages and tobacco products because you want to 
raise revenue is really to deceive them.  

Why could you not say the real reason for increasing it?  Why could you not 
come out, like the Minister of Health, and say so in the Motion?  Do you know 
why?  The PNM administration hides behind lies. What they say is not what they 
mean. Always remember that. Mr. Speaker, that is really the formative stage of a 
dictatorship. It is exactly what Adolf Hitler had done in Germany. He hid his 
dictatorial tendencies behind a veneer of lies and misinformation and that is what 
the PNM administration is doing. They are hiding behind lies and misinformation. 

I do not know why the Minister of Finance is so reluctant to give the real 
reason for his action. Let me add that it is an action that finds support on this side. 
I hope others on this side remember when the Minister was announcing the 
measures in the budget and he reached the part where he was increasing the taxes 
on alcoholic beverages and tobacco. He said he noticed that the faces of the 
Opposition were glum. Mr. Speaker, if our faces were glum, it was not because of 
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the increase in the taxes on alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. Our faces 
were glum because we were really saddened by the fact that the Prime Minister 
was seeking to impose his spiritual, puritan values on the people of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Hon. D. Seukeran: As a Presbyterian, you have an objection to that?  

Mr. H. Partap: If you were listening to what I was saying, you would know 
that we are not opposed to it. What we are opposed to is the lying and the 
deceiving. If today, the sixth year in this new century and some 44 years after 
independence, we have to resort to higher tax on alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
products to force a lifestyle change, then we are badly off as a people. Indeed, our 
institutions, including the church, are failing all of us; and, Mr. Speaker, this 
might be the right time for church leaders to get together and to do some real soul 
searching to find solutions to the problems that beset this nation. 

The Member for Laventille East/Morvant has stated that children are now 
using puncheon; it was becoming part of their activity. Something is wrong and 
the Minister of Education has the gall to tell people that things are good in the 
Ministry.  

Hon. Member: Is the Minister responsible for children drinking?  

Mr. H. Partap: Of course!  Our children's bags had books, not weapons of 
war. That is what you on that side are inculcating in the schools. We have to do 
some real soul searching in this nation. 

Let me just read one paragraph from Fr. Henry Charles. He was writing in the 
Trinidad Guardian of October 16. He said: 

"What of things like gambling and alcohol?  To what extent is legal prescription 
here wise?  Historically, the outright prohibition of alcohol in spite of a legitimate 
social interest in curbing the effects of alcohol abuse, was an exercise in 
futility.” 

As pointed out on this side, raising taxes on alcohol and alcoholic beverages 
will not stop people from buying alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, so we 
have to find other ways to curb their lust for these items. The PNM is so bankrupt 
of ideas that they cannot find them. The easiest thing to do is to raise taxes and 
make it more expensive.  

Mrs. Job-Davis: You did the same thing. 
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Mr. H. Partap: I am talking about what you are doing today when children 
are using puncheon rum. [Interruption]  It came from your side. You said so. Mr. 
Speaker, let me talk to you. Sometimes we cannot get to those there.  

As I said, we really have no objection—if I am to review what I said—to the 
Order. We also suggest that you take seriously the suggestion by the Member for 
Chaguanas. [Interruption]  I am just recapping. You have an MBA; you should 
understand what I am doing. I am saying that we have no objection to the increase 
in taxes on alcoholic beverages and, secondly, we are making an appeal that 
consideration be given to putting the revenue to be derived from the increases into 
a special fund to help people in the particular problems that they have. 

I thank you. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. When I 
opened this debate earlier, I said quite clearly that I was aware that those who 
missed the budget debate would attempt to use this debate to recover. So said so 
done. You know, as a little boy, one of the things we were taught was that one of 
the four things that come not back is the lost opportunity. Last week was last 
week. The Appropriation Bill was last week. If they wanted to speak on the 
budget debate, they had every opportunity last week. They could not do that 
today.  

As they attempted to recover from last week, most of them were caught out—
the Member for St. Augustine, shamefully so, and the Member for Fyzabad, who 
really had no intention whatsoever to speak. 

That brings me to another issue that I want to put on record here and now. 
Over the years, as Leader of the House or as Opposition Chief Whip, I have 
maintained an excellent relationship with my counterparts. I have found, on two 
occasions now, difficulty in dealing with the current Chief Whip.  

Mr. Speaker, you are aware of what happened during the budget debate. This 
evening, just before Dr. Rowley spoke, the Chief Whip told me there was no other 
speaker on the Front Bench, so I was surprised that he had two further speakers. I 
am putting it on record.  

11.55 p.m. 

Let me start with the last speaker; a point that seemed to have been made by 
most of their speakers. They want to know why stout is in; why sparkling wine is 
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in and so on. This is the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2001 that was 
moved by their Finance Minister, Mr. Yetming. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Hon. K. Valley: I looked at it; stout is our own; look at Provisional Collection 
of Taxes Order; wine is our own. I do not know what is the issue. Now very 
interestingly, if you check you will find that this Order was never confirmed 
although they collected the taxes. The other thing I found rather interesting in this 
debate, is that some of them moved from false premises and then argued a case 
based on that. We had the situation with Caroni East, dealt with adequately by my 
colleague, Dr. Rowley. There was no attempt at any time, to rationalize this 
increase or this taxation on moral and spiritual grounds, but he posited that thesis 
and went on.  

Similarly, the Member for Nariva; he is claiming that we are telling an 
untruth, because in accordance with the legislation and I want to ask him very 
simply, whether in fact the bottom line of the measure is that it raises revenue?  
Does it raise revenue?  If it raises revenue and it is done by Order, that legislation 
under which it comes says that it must be confirmed within 21 days.  

The Order therefore, is drafted in accordance with the legislation. So he 
carries on for about 15 to 20 minutes on again, a premise that was patently false; 
all types of things. [Interruption]  That is the point I am making; I am saying that 
the Motion had to be in keeping with the legislation and in fact, the measures raise 
revenues. You look at the 2001 motion you will see it is the same wording, 
because it has to fit within the parent legislation.  

What we said, Mr. Speaker, quite simply, is that listen, the tax on tobacco and 
on alcohol is to reduce the demand for these products, and in the other case where 
individuals believe that they want to maintain their level of consumption then 
what it will do is provide funding to take care of their ill health, which we expect 
will result later in life. So when Members argue that the measures will not work, I 
have a difficulty with that, because either it is going to reduce demand or we are 
going to have funds set aside to take care of their illness. In an environment in 
which the Government has provided in its provision for healthy lifestyles, has 
ensured that we have that CDAP programme— 

[Desk thumping from Opposition Bench waking Mr. Rahael] 
Dr. Moonilal: “John, you ain’t miss nothing.” 

Hon. K. Valley: —which we expect to be a permanent fixture in Trinidad and 
Tobago. The member for Caroni East— 
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Hon. Member: Again. 

Hon. K. Valley: Should I not respond to some of the issues?  [Crosstalk]  
[Interruption]  I am really very sorry that we are here this hour, but as you know, 
like last week it is not of my making. When I came here today on this simple 
matter, honestly I thought we would have been out of this place by 4.30 p.m. My 
only other speaker was supposed to be the Minister of Health; we were supposed 
to be out of here by 4.30 p.m. Given that it is now midnight; the beginning of a 
new day, I take this opportunity once more, to wish the national community 
Shubh Divali  [Desk thumping]  and those who are looking at Channel 11 at this 
time— 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Nobody. [Laughter] 

Hon. K. Valley: —will see how hard the politicians work—[Desk thumping]—
especially the representative from Diego Martin Central. I have to do what I have 
to do, Mr. Speaker. There are some Members, I simply have a dash; there are 
others who were on the legislation and I think I owe it to them to respond to some 
of their concerns. For example, the Member for Caroni East was making the point 
that the personal desires of individuals may prevent them from reducing their 
consumption and that is a lifestyle choice; we have no objection with respect to 
that.  

All we are saying is, if that is your choice, friend, you pay for it. And it is in 
that context, in my opening I made the point that what the legislation is saying, 
either you reduce your consumption or you make arrangements to set aside funds 
over time, via this tax so that the Government will have funds available to take 
care of you when you get ill later in life. Now the Member for St. Augustine 
attempted to twist that all how, but I will deal with him in a while. 

So if one has that lifestyle choice and decides because of personal desire he is 
not reducing consumption, he pays the tax. Some of us will simply do that. We 
enjoy a good drink and we will continue, but we must pay for it; have no 
difficulty. Then again, the Member and quite a number of others, thought that we 
should send this tax into a separate fund, earmarked to take care of the illness and 
so on for those who ail or who are suffering.  

Mr. Speaker, you know that there was a time when this country had about 41 
different special funds; a fund for this and a fund for that; we were having “fun”. 
It is the criticism from the Opposition which led the Government to get rid of all 
the funds. We have come back and at present other than the Consolidated Fund 
and so on; there are two funds. Well one, the Interim Stabilization Fund, which is 
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going to be converted into the Revenue Stabilization Fund and then there is the 
IDF; one is a temporary fund. The Government is not now desirous of setting up 
any other series of funds. 

A basic concept is that money is fungible; money loses its identity and what is 
important is the appropriation we make via the Appropriation Act or Supplementary 
Appropriation Act. More than that, the fact that the Government has a well-
funded CDAP programme that is already geared to take care of persons with those 
illnesses is sufficient. If the CDAP allocation is $200 million and the funds coming 
from this is $30 million or $47 million, obviously conceptually, that $47 million 
is included in the allocation for CDAP; not so? 

Mr. Singh: I want to thank the hon. Minister for giving way. I think that it is 
not the concept of the fund, rather it is the concept of the appropriate mechanism 
to treat these ailments and illnesses arising from the abuse of tobacco and alcohol. 
Therefore, what is required in that sense is a dedicated allocation, not necessarily 
a new fund. 

Hon. K. Valley: Well if you are talking about allocation, but you are now 
talking about something that is quite different; an allocation not a separate fund. 
All we are saying, and the Government, committed as it is, to a healthy population 
would want to ensure that. That is why we want to use the user-pay concept for 
those who want their personal desires; who want to make those lifestyle choices. 

The other issue the Member for Caroni East talked about is this silver bullet; a 
lovely concept. But a silver bullet in the manner in which he uses it is similar or 
must be synonymous with the concept of panacea. When you say something is a 
silver bullet, you are in fact saying it is a cure-all and that is contradictory to the 
statement that he made reading the Prime Minister’s statement, where the Prime 
Minister said clearly that this is a first step in attacking the problem.  

If the Member looks at the Order Paper he will see that we are dealing also 
with the breathalyzer. And of course, the Member for St. Augustine—poor “fella” 
that he is—did not even realize while he was criticizing the Government on not 
taking steps to have the breathalyzer legislation in place—he does not even read 
the Order Paper. Somebody pumps him up every day and he comes here and uses 
all these vague phrases and goes out there as though somebody is afraid of him. 
When he is irrelevant he is irrelevant and we are going to tell him that. Last week, 
like now, when he is not in the Parliament; when he is in fact—as some people 
would say, Donald Duck, they belong to a headless corpse; I like that concept. 
[Desk thumping]  What it is?  “Council of Recycled Politicians Seeking Reelection”; 
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without a head; trying to make him—  They can try from now until “neverary” he 
is no good; he will never make. [Desk thumping] 

I mean there are different things we are going to do, okay. So it is no silver 
bullet; it is the first step as said by the Prime Minister. Then of course, he made 
the point that there is no impact on the reduction in use, and I say that look, either 
you are going to have a reduction in use—I am sure you will have some—but 
those who want to continue their vice will pay for it. I think that is extent of the 
Member for Caroni East.  

The first speaker, my friend from Oropouche, poor “fella”; you know I do not 
know why when they come here they feel that they must speak for 75 minutes. A 
number of their speakers spoke about my short opening. I learnt long ago that you 
say what you have to say; say it and then sit. 

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: You have the last word. 

Hon. K. Valley: No, I will do the same thing; I will say what I have to say at 
this point, then I will sit. I will not try to make a speech.  

12.10 a.m. 

First of all, he tells us that nowhere in our pre-budget announcement or his; 
nowhere was there any pre-budget hint of this increase. If the Member would 
simply think he would see how absurd that statement is. The mere fact that the 
Provisional Collection of Taxes Order allows for the tax to be immediate, as the 
Minister of Finance makes the statement the tax comes into force, so as to ensure 
equity that I spoke about in the opening, you would understand that there can be 
no pre-budget hint of such a tax because the same thing you want to avoid would 
happen. The tax must take effect when announced. One does not have to go to 
university to understand that. Then of course, the poor fella thought he was being 
very political when he spoke about—I do not even want to get involved in that, let 
me just forget that, honestly. [Interruption] 

He goes on to Caricom’s involvement and whether Caricom knows and all 
sorts of things. The mere fact, Mr. Speaker, that the tax—first of all if it is 
produced in Trinidad and Tobago the excise is 15 per cent, if it is produced within 
Caricom it is the same 15 per cent. And we have protected Caricom by putting a 
30 per cent duty—do not play you are sleeping; I know you are not sleeping, you 
know you are hearing everything I am saying—on extra-Caricom. And before 
that—and you know he is asking this; in 2001 they did the same thing and I do 
not know, they just bring a point because it is a point and it gives them five 
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minutes more within their 75 minutes limit. We really have to reduce this 
speaking time here, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping]  And yes, there were 
discussions with Caricom. We understand that we have a moral authority to be the 
leader in Caricom, we respect that and we act in accordance with that on every 
occasion. 

“Will Government say they will ban alcoholic beverages at official functions”. 
Nobody wants to ban alcohol. Why do you want to do that?  “Measure will have no 
effect”; and of course there was this conflict with the Leader of the Opposition that 
my colleague spoke about a while ago. The Member for Chaguanas did not say 
anything of note. The Member for St. Augustine, [Interruption] well, he attempted to 
misrepresent what I was saying and you know, there is a certain annoyance, 
honestly—I have to—with the Member for St. Augustine because when you put on 
the façade of a man with integrity and then you come here forgetting that you are on 
national TV, I make one statement and two minutes later you are attempting to twist 
it in a particular way, now if that is the new politics you are talking about I will have 
no part of it. 

He states, Mr. Speaker, that I said “the people should not be a burden on the 
State”. When one takes my Hansard one will see that I was being very specific. I 
was making the point that if one had the same personal desires one was under an 
obligation to set aside to pay the tax so that that person would not be a burden on 
the State, all right. He makes it as though I am making a general statement. He 
goes on: “no budgetary”—I cannot remember what he said, he will confuse his 
own self. 

Member for Tabaquite: there was one person who was saying: “Listen demand is 
inelastic for this thing so there would be no change”. The other one was saying that 
“it would affect tourism in Tobago because people would buy less”. I do not know, 
they would not make up their mind. [Interruption]  That is the one I like, the Member 
for Tabaquite, when he was telling us: “cigarette has that stress relieving quality”; the 
other thing that has stress relieving quality is farming, and he has some farmers up 
there, that more persons should become farmers, so they must fix the access roads so 
that they can get to the farms. 

Hon. Member: Make sense. 
Hon. K. Valley: I know you will find so. 
Dr. Rowley: Because if he does not they will smoke. [Laughter] 
Hon. K. Valley: Yes, I know you will find so. [Interruption] Mr. Speaker, the 

hour is quite late, we are today celebrating Divali. We ought not to be here at this 
time. The bottom line is that both sides seem to be supporting the measure; the 
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Front Bench of the Opposition said that quite clearly via the Member for Nariva. 
The Back Bench has no option, because their Member for St. Joseph, who did not 
even speak on this matter, he was architect of a similar measure in 2001. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I feel certain that we would have the support of both 
sides of the House, therefore I beg to move. [Desk thumping] 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 

That the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 2006 be confirmed. 
ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this House be 
now adjourned to Friday, October 27, 2006 at 1.30 p.m. That day it is going to be 
Private Members’ Day, as I understand it and therefore one of the chief whips 
may want to tell us what is on that day. 

Mr. Singh: Mr. Speaker, Leader of Government Business, the first Private 
Members’ Motion “Campaign Finance” would be dealt with on that day. 

Mr. Speaker: There is a Motion for the adjournment of the House, there is a 
matter to be discussed and I now call upon the hon. Member for Oropouche. 

UWI Spiralling Incidence of Crime 
(Government’s Failure to Implement Policy Measures) 

Dr. Roodal Moonilal (Oropouche): Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
Having heard the Member for Diego Martin Central a few minutes also, I am 
really reenergized and feeling quite fresh to continue the discussions in the House 
on a very important matter. 

Mr. Speaker, on another occasion I would have easily consented or even 
requested the Government to shift this matter until another time. But this matter 
involves, really, life and limb, safety and security. If it was a minor inconvenience 
to a few people I would have done that, but let me just say, the matter on the 
adjournment of the House this morning and this is now about 17 minutes pass 12 
on the morning of Divali and the matter I am raising is the failure of the Ministry 
of National Security to implement adequate and critical policy measures to 
address the spiralling incidence of crime on and around the campus of the 
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine which has left thousands of students 
from Trinidad and Tobago and other Caricom territories traumatized and at the 
mercy of criminal elements. 
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Mr. Speaker, as I was saying before, over the last few days we have had 
reports of students at the University of the West Indies being assaulted; young 
female students being the victim of rape. And I think all would understand and 
appreciate this is not a matter we can easily postpone for next week, because if 
corrective action and swift action is not taken by the police, the security and 
driven by the Government and their political will between Divali, today and next 
week Friday, I dread there may be another victim of rape. 

To put this matter quickly into context, it has been a problem plaguing the 
campus at the University of the West Indies for a few years now. The university 
students over the years have dealt with the Minister of National Security, Sen. 
Howard Chin Lee; they have dealt with Minister in the Ministry of National 
Security, the representative for St. Ann’s East; they have dealt with the Minister 
of National Security, Sen. Martin Joseph. This morning another Minister will 
respond on this matter. 

You would recall on February 27, 2004, I had cause then, under similar 
circumstances, to raise this matter in the House as a Motion on the Adjournment. 
Mr. Speaker, on that occasion I also put on record the previous attempts by the 
student-body to get a greater level of security in and around the campus. When 
this Government speaks about free secondary and tertiary education—they have a 
good boast now about free university education and so on.  University education 
is not free you do not pay tuition and you do not pay some fees associated at the 
university, but if you come from my constituency and you go to UWI, St. 
Augustine it is certainly not free. You are renting, you are paying your living 
expenses, your upkeep and so on and thousands of students rent in and around the 
St. Augustine campus; several thousand students, those students are exposed, like 
any other citizen, to the high level of insecurity; to the criminal elements in this 
society. I am not at all arguing that somehow UWI students must be more 
protected than anybody else or receive any type of preferential treatment. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I am saying to this Government, many of whom, but not all have 
benefited from education at the University of the West Indies. 

Mr. Valley: PNM education at the University of the West Indies— 

Dr. R. Moonilal: I am not even, at this hour, going to take that rubbish talk 
you are talking about. Have mercy at the time. Many on that side have benefited 
from, at least on paper, from UWI education and other university education and 
they will know that a university is an environment where you must be free to 
think. You must have a certain amount of freedom so that you can express your 
thoughts, your ideas and so on and when you are in a condition where you are not 
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even free to move, you cannot have that freedom to think. These are the young 
people that this Government is promoting towards Vision 2020, so that we would 
get a higher level of tertiary education in this society and of course, it would 
redound to the benefit of the entire development process. 

Mr. Speaker, the other point about this is that when crime takes place at the 
university and it is reported in the newspaper, [Interruption] and a newspaper 
headline Newsday Saturday, October 14, 2006 “Four UWI students raped this 
month”. There are children in this country and parents who are saying now, when 
you ask them; “Why don’t you send your daughter to UWI, she is qualified”; a 
parent told me, “I cannot send my daughter to UWI, you ain’t see people getting 
rape at the university, did you not look at the crime that they are reporting”. There 
is a traumatic experience, not only for the current students but those outside who 
have ambition to get a university education and that is a very serious matter 
because they may not even have the interest of accepting university education 
with that lack of security at the campus. 

Mr. Speaker, in a nutshell I want to—I know the time is limited, I want to read 
a letter sent to me and this I think will give you a good feel of the current 
problem. And let me say before the Minister replies that every time we raise the 
matter here in the House and elsewhere, the students protest, the Government 
response and the police response is to put a mobile police unit on the southern 
side of the university campus; it will stay two days and when two days pass it will 
be moved. Criminal elements in this society are not completely illiterate, they will 
take a note that the mobile is there and the mobile gone and they will continue to 
engage in criminal conduct in and around the campus. 

A letter sent to me by Mr. Shazard Mohammed, National Affairs Committee 
Chairman, that is a position on the Guild of Undergraduates and he is writing to 
me, dated October 19, 2006: 

Dear Dr. Moonilal, 

There has been a series of rapes and robberies at gunpoint occurring in and 
around the campus of the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. Some 
of the robberies were reported to have taken place in broad daylight. The 
student intake increased again this year to approximately 14,000 students. The 
university provides accommodation for only 1,000 and as a result students are 
forced to seek rental accommodation off campus; 

so we understand the numbers we are dealing with 
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hence the perimeter of the campus is densely populated with university 
students. These students have become the target of robberies and rape. Upon 
investigation the NAC… 

and I told you the NAC is the National Affairs Committee: 

 realized that you made representation on this matter at the Parliament level in 
2004, following which a mobile police post was positioned on the campus. 

Since the removal of the station one year ago, the frequency of robberies 
in the vicinity of the University (of the West Indies) has increased. The NAC is 
requesting the return of the mobile police post to the campus and ask that this 
measure be made a permanent one. In addition, the NAC requests that a mobile 
police patrol be implemented around the campus. The NAC believes that no 
proper security measures for the future intellectual resource have been 
considered by the Government… 

The letter goes on, Mr. Speaker, and I want to read it in its entirety: 

There has also been a failure by the Member of Parliament for St. Augustine 
to address the problem. Today the NAC is knocking on your doors as we 
recognize you as one of the architects of the society of the future. I have 
attached some of the crimes occurring over the last month, I hope that you 
will exercise all your powers to ensure the safety of the general student body 
is restored and that the security presence in and around the university campus 
is increased. 

Respectfully, 
Shazard Mohammed 
National Affairs Committee Chairman 
Telephone number and date. 

12.25 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a list of the crimes that the student population, the Guild, 
is reporting: rape on Northan Street; rape on Watt Street; two vehicles stolen off 
the campus, I do not want to read the entire thing, but robbery, stolen vehicles and 
so on. One of the problems the students are finding, is that the university security 
is also complaining that the St. Joseph Police Station does not have the resources 
to support the university security to properly monitor and police the area and that 
is a serious problem. 
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On one occasion, the university security, Mr. Richardson, had reported that 
they had to send a van from the university to go to the St. Joseph Police Station to 
pick up police officers to bring them back to the campus to take a statement.  

So, that is the situation we are talking about and I say this to Members in all 
honesty, and to tell you that I really do think that Members on the other side will 
really empathize with the situation there, because many of us, when we were on 
campus were accustomed to walking day and night in and out of the university 
and having that freedom that university students today, will not have. Mr. 
Speaker, that is the letter.  

The other matter, newspaper article clipping I want to mention briefly in 
support, is a Newsday article dated yesterday, Friday, October 20, 2006 on page 
14, “St. Augustine campus crime up. UWI wants police unit.”  Mr. Speaker, this 
article reports that university principal, Dr. Bhoe Tewarie, has actually written to 
the Minister of National Security, Martin Joseph, requesting a mobile police 
booth for the St. Augustine Campus and of course, they rattle out the same 
problems we spoke about earlier about the incidents of crime. The rape incidents 
reported here, took place on October 10. I have myself spoken to someone 
involved in that incident.  

Mr. Hinds: [Inaudible]  

Dr. R. Moonilal: Four. There is mention of one in the article. You want me to 
give you it on the⎯ 

Mr. Hinds: Yes. 

Dr. R. Moonilal: Mr. Speaker, I have indeed spoken to someone involved in 
that incident, where one girl reported that when she was being raped, she was 
begging the rapist not to rape her younger sister. That is the level of crime that is 
taking place in and around there.  

All we are calling upon the Government to do is simply this, to try your very 
best to provide some extra resources to the St. Joseph Police Station, to assist the 
UWI police. And secondly, to put a mobile police unit there, which the students 
claim had a positive impact the last time. Because when people see the police in 
and around there is an effect whether they are armed or not armed, there is an 
effect, and to put back the mobile police post so you can bring some measure of 
security to the campus.  

Mr. Speaker, whether my time is finished or not, I would like to stay there and 
to await the response and to hope that rather than playing politics and making 
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“gran’ charge” about crime figures, data and so on, we can hear something as to 
what the ministry intends to do, viz a viz, my call and viz a viz, the call by UWI 
principal, Dr. Bhoe Tewarie, which we support.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping] 

The Minister in the Ministry of Trade and Industry and Minister in the 
Ministry of National Security (Hon. Fitzgerald Hinds): Mr. Speaker, I am 
certainly not going to be in the business of playing any politics, but I am certainly 
obliged to put the record straight with the statistics that are available to us.  

Mr. Speaker, we at the Ministry of the National Security are fully aware of the 
unacceptable level of crime that is taking place across Trinidad and Tobago and to 
the extent that it does, on and around the campus at the University of the West 
Indies in Trinidad and Tobago. The concerns expressed by the Member for 
Oropouche are noted, and I can assure him that the St. Augustine Campus and its 
environs have not been overlooked or excluded from our attention, insofar as our 
efforts to deal with these issues are concerned.  

Mr. Speaker, you will recall during his contribution, I called on him 
specifically, to identify the four rapes that he made mention of. From the records 
that we have there were no four rapes. This country is known for a lot of 
exaggeration and hyperbole, he was only able to make reference to one and in any 
case, in our view, one is too much. It is illegal, it is morally wrong, everything is 
wrong about it. But the alarmist behaviour about four, the Member was not able to 
identify another one and I would demonstrate why shortly.  

Mr. Speaker, this Motion has to do with, and I quote: “the spiralling incidence 
of crime on or around the Campus” and the supposed traumatization of students 
as drafted by the Member for Oropouche. When the statistics are objectively 
analyzed, an interesting conclusion is seen. There are seven categories of known 
and reported crimes to the police that would have occurred on or around the 
campus. Let me deal with those that took place within the perimeter walls of the 
campus: 

• Offences involving possession of narcotics 

• Possession of firearms and ammunitions 

• Rapes are reported (by intruders perhaps), but within the perimeter 
fence. Rape/Attempted Rape 

• Indecent Assault 
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• Robbery/Attempted Robbery 

• Murder 

• Kidnapping 

All very serious; and there was at least one reported case of suicide within the 
perimeter walls. These acts of criminality can indeed engender trauma, breaches 
of the peace, and destabilize the existence and circumstances of a healthy learning 
environment. 

Mr. Speaker, permit me to explore and highlight the facts and the reality of the 
situation. The crimes that I have just outlined can cause trauma and interfere with 
that environment. Let me tell you what the facts are and we are looking at the 
occasions of crime from January to September 2006. These are statistics and 
facts:  

January—There were a number of scattered incidents I would say of larceny 
involving unattended valuables and the removal of petty institutional 
valuables. That is all we have in January reported. 

February—Larceny of one motor vehicle and minor elements of theft 
involving university property, including books, paper, stationery and the like. 

March—Breaking into a laboratory and building and stealing again of minor 
university property. 

April—Larceny, including incidents where students as they would do 
sometimes, would leave their bags outside of the library. Two motor vehicles 
were stolen during that month, the month of April.  

Between May to July—Petty larceny again, generally, as well as the larceny 
of one motor vehicle. 

August and September—Larceny of two motor vehicles. 

These took place within the perimeter walls of the university—within the 
perimeter walls. 

Mr. Speaker, I now address the crime situation around the campus, outside of 
the perimeter walls. For the month of September 2006, there were 19 reported 
cases of serious crimes, when compared with 43 for the corresponding period in 
2005. A substantial reduction, 19 as opposed to 43 for September. From January 
to September 2006, there were six reported cases of rape and other sexual 
offences as compared with 18 cases reported for the same period in 2005. I want 
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to make it very clear, notwithstanding these statistics, we will not be comforted 
until we see that level of crime brought down to what we can consider to be a 
reasonable or an acceptable level because it is impossible for all crime to 
disappear. That has never happened in any society and we are not expecting that, 
although the efforts we exert, we would like to see it down to zero. 

The records at the St. Joseph Police Station show that there was a 60.6 per 
cent reduction in possession of narcotics cases for the third quarter of 2006, when 
compared with the same period 2005. Mr. Speaker, in an interview involving Dr. 
Tewarie, principal of the campus, the Director of Security and a representative of 
the student body, only last evening, carried live on TV6, it was clear that the 
security concerns for the University administration were being addressed. They 
all acknowledged only last night, that the concerns they have for security are all 
being addressed and this brings me to the question of politics.  

I really become affronted and upset when I hear persons, whether it is 
Members on the other side or outside of this House, detailing incidents of crime 
and going through the events with great passion. For example, the Member for 
Oropouche telling us that the victim of a rape was begging the rapist that her 
sister—I mean these things happen, they are very unfortunate, but when they 
speak with that level of passion as they detail those events, it sounds as though 
they are blaming somebody other than the perpetrator of the actual crime for it.  

Hon. Member: The PNM. 

Hon. F. Hinds: The PNM and that is the stupidity and the shortsightedness 
that irritates me, because we direct our energies at the wrong place and at the 
wrong people. In my view, we should be directing it at those who perpetrate the 
crime. [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker: Order! 

Hon. F. Hinds: That is all I am saying. I can give you a long list of crimes; I 
am in a position to do that, and to give you details about how some of them would 
have happened. But, Mr. Speaker, that does not help us, other things will help us. 
So, these persons: Dr. Tewarie, the principal of the campus; the Director of 
Security; and the President of the Student’s Guild last night indicated very clearly 
that they are satisfied that the concerns for security are being actively addressed. 
That is a fact.  

There was no declaration of the kind of alarm you heard a while ago and the 
alarm mentioned in the Motion as filed by the Member for Oropouche. No 
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question of trauma and students being traumatized and to use his words, “students 
being traumatized and at the mercy of criminal elements.”  That is exaggeration 
and hyperbole in the extreme. 

Dr. Moonilal: That is the fact. 

Hon. F. Hinds: That is not a fact; that is not what was said last night. 

Dr. Moonilal: “I doh care what dey say.” 

12.40 a.m. 
Hon. F. Hinds: “You doh care what dey say.” [Crosstalk]  

Dr. Moonilal: I speak to the students; they are my constituents!  “What you 
telling me about?” I do not really care what they said. [Crosstalk] It was made. 

Mr. Speaker: Order!   

Hon. F. Hinds: I consider that all crimes are very offensive, either against the 
individuals and/or the State, and we take them all seriously. We care and we are 
battling to deal with them to the extent that the law and the Constitution allow, but 
the words used in this Motion are nothing short of mischievous, alarmist and, in 
my honest view, designed to generate fear and a feeling of insecurity in the very 
students that the Member is pretending to speak for today. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order!  

Hon. F. Hinds: There are two elements of it: many people who are afraid of 
crime have never been victims of crime. So you have actual victims and then you 
have persons who are afraid of crime who, in many cases, have never been 
victims. [Crosstalk] Behaviour like that just generates insecurity, fear, hysteria 
and crime. [Crosstalk]  May I take this opportunity, therefore, to caution the 
Member for Oropouche about these vacuous outmouthings.  

While the offences identified are a problem and headache for the University of 
the West Indies (UWI) administration, his language about helplessness and trauma 
is, in my view, misplaced.  

There is a 24-hour shuttle bus service operating on the campus designed to 
take the students around the campus together and in a vehicle thereby reducing 
their exposure to persons who lurk around the campus trying to get to them. 

I want to outline, before I go, some of the concrete measures that the police, 
working alone and in collaboration with the university administration, have come 
up with in recent times to deal with the problem: 
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• Increased patrols in the area on a 24-hour basis. This is something of a 
collaborative effort that is actually happening.  

• Patrols liaising with the UWI security, making relevant entries and taking 
positive action in relation to reports made.  

• Lectures given to staff and students by officers of the police service on 
safety and security procedures and preventative measures.  

• We have also reintroduced the joint army/police patrols to boost a 
presence in the area; not only around the university itself, but all secondary 
schools including, of course, the Hugh Wooding Law School. 

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, it would be remiss of me not to identify 
some of the actions taken by the UWI security on their own, in this regard: 

• They have imported, if I may use that term, and put in place, surveillance 
cameras throughout the geographic space of the university; this is a work 
in progress. 

• Acceleration of the shuttle service, of which I made reference, for both 
students and staff. 

• Strategic patrols involving canine units from 6.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m., with 
particular attention being given to the perimeter of the campus.  

This point was made last night on the programme; and it is a commonsense 
approach. The students and the staff have been sensitized and constantly reminded 
of their own responsibility to act sensibly to ward off or prevent opportunities for 
attack by these criminals who seek to do so. The students, obviously, must 
exercise a level of concern for their personal security, like avoiding poorly lit 
areas or travelling alone. [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Member for Oropouche, who I am advised is a member 
of the university's academic staff, should know better than to come to this House 
and maliciously attempt to alarm students, staff, parents and others from the 
region on the issue of an appropriate learning environment at UWI. In other words, 
he should practise the rule of objectivity which states that you must analyze 
before you finalize. [Crosstalk]  

Mr. Speaker: Order!   

Hon. F. Hinds: We will continue to exert best efforts to deal with the issue of 
crime everywhere in Trinidad and Tobago [Crosstalk] and, in particular, at the 
university, which is the subject of this Motion.  
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Mr. Speaker: Member for Nariva!  

Hon. F. Hinds: I am satisfied that there is a collaborative effort among the 
police service, the security and the administration at the campus. I have outlined 
clearly the measures that have been put in place and are being executed on a daily 
basis. 

Mr. Speaker: Order!   

Hon. F. Hinds: We will continue to do so and I urge the Member, if he has 
concerns, to come to us sensibly and make suggestions for any improvements or 
anything he might like to see. In that kind of environment, we will be prepared to 
hear what he has to say and improve our techniques, if we see it necessary. He 
should not do like the Member for Chaguanas who approached me privately a few 
days ago on another matter that took place and then found himself in the media 
telling abject lies about things I never told him, seeking, of course, to gain 
political mileage from people's actual trauma and victimization at the hands of 
criminals. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!  

Hon. F. Hinds: I was hoping that the Member for Oropouche would not have 
joined him in that kind of parliamentary dishonesty. [Crosstalk]  Let us continue 
to collaborate to make the situation better for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  

I thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Crosstalk] 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member for Nariva, please; it is late. [Crosstalk] 

Question put and agreed to.  

House adjourned accordingly. [Interruption] 

Adjourned at 12.43 a.m.   

 
 

   

 

 

 

 


