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Leave of Absence Friday, May 20, 2005

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 20, 2005
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS

[MR. SPEAKER In the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received communication from the
following Members requesting leave of absence from today’s sitting of the House:
the hon. Member for Caroni East (Mr. Ganga Singh); the hon. Member for
Laventille West (Hon. Eulalie James); the hon. Member for Couva South (Mr.
Kelvin Ramnath); the hon. Member for St. Joseph (Mr. Gerald Yetming); the hon.
Member for Arouca South (Hon. Camille Robinson-Regis) and the hon. Member
for St. Augustine (Mr. Winston Dookeran). The leave which the Members seek is

granted.
MEMBER FOR FYZABAD
(APOLOGY)

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, you would recall at the last sitting of the House
held on Friday, May 06, 2005, the House resolved that the Member for Fyzabad
apologize to this House by the next sitting, failing which he be suspended from
the service of this House for a period of one month. The Member for Fyzabad was
not in the House at the time and the decision of the House was communicated to
the Member by way of letter dated May 09, 2005, which was delivered to him on
May 10, 2005. | now therefore call on the hon. Member for Fyzabad to comply
with the resolution of this honourable House.

Mr. Chandresh Sharma (Fyzabad): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have been a
Member of this Parliament representing the constituency for the last 14 years. |
did not come to this Parliament through thuggery or by stealing an election. |
came here because of the votes of the constituents of Fyzabad.

Mr. Speaker: No. Please, please. Please, hon. Member. No. The House resolved
that you apologize. What you are attempting to do is to give some sort of explanation.
It is either you are prepared to apologize or you are not prepared to apologize.

Hon. Member: Well, give the man a chance. Let him say what he has to say!

Mr. C. Sharma: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | did not come to this Parliament for
the benefit of myself, |1 came as the representative of the constituents of Fyzabad.
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I did not come to this Parliament alone, |1 came along with my colleagues
sitting here today. Together we are the parliamentary voice of the hundreds of
thousands of law-abiding citizens of Trinidad and Tobago who daily are being
sacrificed on the altar of PNM corruption and lawlessness, to be thrown out by the
PNM [Crosstalk] to bandits and kidnappers—

Mr. Speaker: No. Order, please! Hon. Member, you are attempting to make
a speech. | do not get the impression—it is either you apologize or you do not.

Mr. Partap: Give him a chance.
Mr. Speaker: | am calling upon you to decide whichever you want to do.
Mr. Partap: Give him a chance to—[Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: No! Order please! What you have said so far is not relevant to
what you have to do.

Mr. Partap: It is relevant.
Mr. Speaker: It is either you apologize or do not apologize. [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, you just informed this House that you sent me
a letter, if that is correct, | am responding to the letter. It is either you allow me to
respond to the letter you sent me or you do what you want, make up your mind.
You sent me a letter, | am responding to the letter.

Dr. Rowley: "A-A" [Crosstalk]
Hon. Member: Not "A-A". Not "A-A".

Mr. Speaker: Order, please! Order! Order! Hon. Member, I am calling
upon you for the last time either to indicate whether you are going to apologize to
the House or indicate that you are not prepared to apologize.

Hon. Member: He is doing that. He is doing just that. [Crosstalk]

Mr. C. Sharma: Mr. Speaker, the PNM wants me to apologize. Am | to
apologize for the Mp for Diego Martin West, Dr. Rowley, not slapping me on the
other side of my face or for Rowley throwing missiles at me? [Crosstalk]

Mr. Speaker: No, please. Hon. Member, please. Pursuant to the resolution of
the House, you are suspended from the House for a period of one month.

Dr. Rafeeq: Mr. Speaker, just for clarification. | just want to find out whether
the Member and his constituency staff will be paid their salary during this
suspension period? [Crosstalk] 1 am just asking for clarification, please.
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please! Order please! | suggest that you consult the
Standing Orders. It is all inside there.

Dr. Rafeeq: The Standing Orders do not refer directly to that particular item.

Hon. Member: “Look who talking about we only thinking about money, look
who. Nah. I can’t believe that.”

Hon. Speaker: Please, please! [Crosstalk}

Hon. Member: “Why yuh doh talk to Eric Williams and Khan?”
Dr. Khan: On a point of order. The Motion needs to be seconded.
Mr. Speaker: What Motion?

Dr. Khan: The one that the Member for Diego Martin Central brought the last
day, according to section 29(1). The Motion that he brought was not seconded,
therefore it is an illegal Motion, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: No, please that is not in order. You wanted to say something?

Mr. Valley: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that this House be suspended for ten
minutes.

Question put and agreed to.
1.35 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
1.50 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member for Fyzabad, | am giving you another
opportunity to apologize to the House.

Mr. C. Sharma: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as | indicated a few
moments ago, | am being called upon to apologize, but let me first express my
total disappointment and outrage that this corrupt PNM Government would abuse
its majority in this Parliament to vote for the suspension of a Member of Parliament—

Mr. Speaker: Order!
Mr. C. Sharma: —on the basis of bias findings—

Mr. Speaker: Okay, take your seat please! Hon. Member, you are
suspended from the sitting of the House for a period of one month pursuant to
the resolution passed in this House and | now ask you to withdraw from the
House and its precincts.
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[Mr. Sharma continues to sit]

It appears to the Chair that the Member does not wish to comply with the
order of the House and the ruling of the Chair. In this regard, I ask the Member to
be removed from the House with the assistance of police officers. Marshal!

The sitting of the House is suspended for five minutes.
1.53 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
2.19 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | wish to bring your attention to the fact that
the hon. Member for Fyzabad has shown disregard for the authority of the Chair. He
has refused to leave the Chamber pursuant to a resolution passed by this
honourable House. I now call on the Leader of the House, the Member for Diego
Martin Central, to move that Mr. Chandresh Sharma be suspended from the
service of the House.

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of Finance
(Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Standing Order 43(5), | move
that Mr. Chandresh Sharma be suspended from the service of the House.

Question put and agreed to.
[Shouts of No! No! No! from Members of the Opposition]

Mr. Speaker: Order! Order! The ayes have it. Mr. Chandresh Sharma is
suspended from the service of this House.

[Shouts of No! No! No! from Members of the Opposition]
Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: Division, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: There is no division. The question has been put—[Interruption]
The question has been put. | have heard the ayes.

Mrs. Persad-Bissessar: This is totally against the law this time! This is
thuggery! This is total madness!

Mr. Speaker: The question has been put.
Dr. Rafeeq: We asked for a division.

Mr. Speaker: Before | take the voices of the ayes or the noes, you must ask
for a division. That was not done. Please, proceed.

[Shouts of No! No! No! from Members of the Opposition]
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Motion made and question proposed, That the House be now adjourned to
Friday, May 27, 2005 at 1.30 p.m.
Question put and agreed to.
House adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 2.22 p.m.



