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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 17, 1997

The House met at 9.30 a.m.

PRAYERS

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

SEASON'S GREETINGS

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I wish to advise that I have received
communication from His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, dated December 12, 1997 which reads as follows:

“My dear Mr. Speaker,

On behalf of my wife and myself, I wish you and the other Honourable
Members of the House of Representatives and your respective families good
health in Peace and Happiness during the Christmas holidays and throughout
the New Year.

Yours sincerely,

(Arthur N. R. Robinson)

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO.”

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
(THANKS)

Mr. Speaker: I also wish to advise honourable Members that I directed
communication to his Excellency dated December 10, 1997 which reads as
follows:

“Your Excellency,

On behalf of the Members of the House of Representatives, I wish to thank you
for addressing both Houses of Parliament on the occasion of the Opening of the
Third Session of the Fifth Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

Your address to Parliament has been laid on the Table of the House of
Representatives and will be printed as a House Paper.
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Permit me, Your Excellency, this opportunity to extend to you, Her Excellency
and the rest of your household, the very best wishes for a holy and joyful
season and for peace and happiness in 1998.

Yours respectfully.

Hon. Hector McClean, MP

Speaker of the House of Representatives”

PAPERS LAID

1. Report of the Auditor General on the Statement of Expenses of the
Programme Co-ordinating Unit of the Ministry of Education for the period
1990 March 01 to 1992 December 31 in respect of the Primary Education
Programme as required by the Non-Reimbursable Technical Co-operation
Agreement ATN/SF-2809-TT between the Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago and the Inter-American Development Bank. [The
Attorney General (Hon. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj)]

To be referred to the Public Accounts Committee.

2. Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of Trinidad and Tobago
Television Company Limited for the year ended December 31, 1996. [Hon. R.
L. Maharaj]

3. Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of the National Broadcasting
Service of Trinidad and Tobago Limited for the year ended December 31,
1996. [Hon. R. L. Maharaj]

4. Auditor’s Report and Financial Statements of the Trinidad and Tobago Forest
Products Company Limited for the year ended December 31, 1996. [Hon. R.
L. Maharaj]

Papers 2 to 4 to be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises) Committee.

COHABITATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS BILL

Bill to confer on cohabitants rights and obligations, to give the courts
jurisdiction to make orders with respect to interests in property and maintenance,
to make provision for the enforcement of agreements and for matters incidental
thereto [The Attorney General]; read the first time.
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APPROPRIATION BILL
(BUDGET)

[SECOND DAY]

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question [Friday, December 12, 1997].

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question again proposed.

Mr. Patrick Manning  (San Fernando East): Mr. Speaker, my task here today is to
respond to the budget for the fiscal year 1998. But how can I? That hodgepodge of vacuous
rhetoric, designed to mislead and seduce the nation, could not possibly be defined by any
stretch of the imagination as a major policy document. To do so would be gross hyperbole.
Once more, the Minister of Finance has flattered to deceive.

If one accepts the stated objective of the Minister to present a blueprint for human
development, savings and asset building, a cursory examination of the Budget statement
indicates that the Minister has failed to meet this objective in the following critical areas.

The Minister has failed to outline any plans or programmes to combat the
current scourges in our society which plague the social landscape.

There is no plan to deal with the rising crime situation, domestic violence, the
rape of our women, kidnapping, the execution of state witnesses nor the
prevalence of AIDS, or for that matter, the wanton murders that have now become
a daily feature of life in Trinidad and Tobago.

For him, it is “business as usual”, as he counsels us that we ought not to
interfere with success.

It is business as usual while our women are being raped all across the country.
It is business as usual while university students are robbed, raped and endangered,
day or night on our university campus. It is business as usual while helpless citizens
fall prey to epidemic after epidemic.

And, Mr. Speaker, the Minister has failed to address:

Rising poverty

Foreign exchange

Caroni (1975 Limited, and

New initiatives for future economic growth.

It is, therefore, incumbent upon this side, once again, to enlighten the Minister
of Finance and, indeed his entire administration, on what a National Budget ought
to be. I shall do so slowly for the benefit of those underachievers.
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What is a National Budget? A National Budget is a review of the past
performance of the economy, as well as, an analysis of the local, regional and
environmental environment. This analysis is to assist Government in determining
key issues and trends as it develops strategic directions for the further growth of
our economy, as well as, for improving the quality of life for all our citizens. Given
the international, regional and local circumstances, it is the basis for projecting into
the future.

The National Budget is, in fact, a major annual action plan informed by policy.
It is a subset of the medium and long term plan, but then again, Mr. Speaker, we
are assuming that this Panday coalition of rejects and pick-ups has a plan.

What is now clear to the national community is that after two years, the only
development they are interested in is their own. I will say more on that later. The
only plan we are able to discern is the plan to hoodwink, deceive and seduce the
innocent and unsuspecting people of this nation.

What we were presented with on Friday was something akin to a manifesto
rather than a budget presentation. In fact, it does not even qualify as a manifesto.
Populist as they attempted to be, the reality is that it offers precious little to
improve the quality of life for the majority of our citizens and, moreso, the urban
national and, more particularly, the urban poor. I will set out to provide some
policy direction today as we condemn this pseudo budget—let me repeat—this
pseudo budget that was short both in length and content, representing not only a
waste of taxpayers’ money, but also a squander of the hope and aspirations of the
people of Trinidad and Tobago.

You may recall, Mr. Speaker, that we warned the national community about
the 1996 budget which we called “Funny Money”. You may also recall our 1997
response aptly entitled “A Mobsters Charter” presented by non other than the man
referred to by schoolchildren as Lucky Luciano. The theme of our response to this
non-budget, this lackluster and empty document, this document devoid of
philosophy, vision, clarity, perspective, this thoughtless presentation which makes
a mockery of the words “total quality”, espoused by these charlatans is seduction,
corruption, and deception—a recipe for total quality chaos.

Mr. Speaker, this is the 27th budget presentation that I have heard in this
Parliament and this Minister has outdone himself. This is easily the worst budget
presentation that I have been called upon to endure. In their typical public relations
style, I imagine they will now call upon all citizens who need more information on
this budget to call 624-FLOP.
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Let me now embark on the international and regional review which this
Government failed to do because of its lack of understanding and appreciation for
the global economy. Mr. Speaker, the world has undergone a radical
transformation in the last two decades. We have seen numerous examples of
technological changes, including genetic engineering, multi-sensory robotics and
dozens of other scientific discoveries. These changes, supported by improvements
in transportation and communication, have enabled commercial enterprises to
expand their geographical markets and supply sources.

9.45 a.m.

The global economy is expected to continue this growth trend in spite of some
turbulence experienced in some countries in Southeast Asia, which generated
adverse consequences in a few major international stock markets. In Latin
America, growth is also anticipated as a result of reforms, modernization and new
business strategies. At the same time, global markets and regional trade blocks are
expanding. As a consequence, it is becoming increasingly difficult for a small twin-
island state such as Trinidad and Tobago to take on the world, and it is for this
reason the PNM administration saw the need for joint ventures between
government, the local private sector and international companies.

Mr. Speaker, it is against this backdrop we must evaluate the submissions of
the Minister of Finance. We need credibility in our monetary policy, stability in our
public finances and prudence in Government accounts. Macro economic goals of
continuing economic growth and development, employment generation, social
equality and protection of the environment must therefore be vigorously pursued.

Let us take a closer look at the local scenario. I first turn to crime. When I
addressed the People's National Movement’s Annual Convention just over one
week ago, I provided some alarming statistics on criminal activities. Today, I wish
to repeat those detailed statistics. We all know that murders have increased since
we left office in 1995. The most heinous murders, stabbings and violent crimes are
facing us daily on the front, back and centre pages of the newspapers. Police
sources confirm that the increase in crime was not just isolated to murders, but all
aspects of crime and criminal activities have increased. In 1996, 606 serious crimes
were committed; up to November, 1997, 686. Break-ins in 1996, 5,449; up to
November, 1997, 5,594 and the year is not finished. Larceny, dwelling houses in
1996, 244; up to November, 1997, 336. Fraud, forgery embezzlement and other
offences against currency in 1996, 319 were committed; up to November, 1997,
505.
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Mr. Speaker, even more frightening is the fact that 30 per cent of the murders
committed were done by young people aged 15—25 years. A total of 1,960
serious crimes were committed by young people in the age group 15—25 during
1997. That is the record.

Last year, for the first time Trinidad and Tobago was being presented
internationally by the World Bank as one of the most violent countries in Latin
America. In addition, the Economist published a table showing Trinidad and
Tobago with one of the highest murder rates per 100,000 population, well ahead
of the United States and several other western hemisphere countries, some of them
infamous for their totalitarian and repressive forms of Government. That is where
we have reached.

Mr. Speaker, this uncontrolled crime situation which we are witnessing today,
is directly related to the actions of the Members of the Government while they
were in Opposition. Do you remember the crusade under the guise of human rights
by the sitting Attorney General; when human rights meant the freeing of every
criminal by whatever means possible? Do you recall who was one of the first
persons to be granted an audience by the Prime Minister after taking office, and
who revealed that he assisted the UNC in winning the elections? Now, this Prime
Minister would have us believe that he has cleaned up his act.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind the national community that one of the
first pieces of legislation we introduced when we took office in 1991 was the
removal of obscene music in maxi-taxis. Their position then, was to oppose
initially, before supporting a watered-down version of the Bill. Again, I want to
remind them of the Dangerous Drugs Bill which they also opposed. Mr. Speaker,
reformation of the police service, do you remember that? They refused to entertain
any debate on it. What was the Prime Minister's explanation for his behaviour
then? “It is not my job to make the Government look good”. That was this Prime
Minister's response to the nation's security; that was the extent of his concern for
the children of this nation, the women of this nation and all those innocent victims.
I place crime squarely at the footsteps of this Panday coalition, he has certainly
reaped the whirlwind. [Desk thumping]

What of the one who acts as Prime Minister? He defended the said group as
they held Trinidad and Tobago hostage in 1990 and, upon ascent to office, he
provided a fresh round of defence suggesting that they were taken advantage of
and misunderstood.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to restate, for yet another time, that when this Prime
Minister took office, I emphasized to his Government the gravity of the drug
menace facing Trinidad and Tobago. I also advised them that the witness
protection programme was crucial to ensuring the reduction of crime and the
successful prosecution of drug overlords. Moreover, I advised the Prime Minister
of the national security threat this nation faced from an insurgent group with which
the UNC had well-known links. The Prime Minister of this country extended the
appointment of the Commissioner of Police against the better advice of the entire
police first division, telling the nation what great success his Government was
having in the battle against crime. Now, they have launched this brilliant new
initiative against crime. You know what it is? 624-LEAP. Mr. Speaker, citizens are
saying that you dial 624 and then you leap. As crime gets out of hand, this public
relations Government will probably tell you, “for assistance, call toll free, 1-800-
RUN.”

The PNM maintains that what is required is a holistic approach to dealing with
the crime situation. We repeat again, simply increasing the number of vehicles and
building new police stations will not solve the escalating crime situation which has
now reached alarming proportions. Let me remind this nation, that it was the PNM

which started all of the police posts and which initiated community policing.

Today, as we continue the debate on the national budget, the Minister of
National Security is busy opening the San Fernando Police Headquarters, he is
down there right now. Plenty action is going on down the highway; another project
of the last administration. I suppose, like our other successful initiatives, this
project will now also be re-christened as theirs. Our policy on crime is
unequivocally clear. What is required is an approach which allows the police
service to be exposed to and trained in the most advanced technology, introduction
of a new system of recruitment and promotion, reform in the disciplinary procedures
and the introduction of new management structures in the police service.

In addition, there must be the introduction and further development of social
rehabilitation through new and innovative, but effective, social programmes and a
special programme targeting youth, crime prevention and rehabilitation. In other
words, crime must be approached on a multipronged basis if it is to be destroyed at
the root since it is, in fact, a multidimensional problem. But Mr. Speaker, this
Government will never solve the crime crisis, since one must have the moral
authority to implement these measures. This Government lacks such authority. In
order for such a process to be implemented, people of integrity, ethics and morality
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must be the architects and implementers. If there are any such people on the other
side, it is difficult to tell.

Let me quote from the Election Manifesto of 1992. Page 7 of their manifesto
says as follows:

“There can be no happiness of the individual unless there is security of the
person and his property. Citizens do not feel safe even in their own homes.”

Then came their 1995 election slogan, “If you do the crime you must do the time”.

Let me now quote the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism from page
5 of the budget statement of 1996:

“No one can deny that the number one concern of the population at this time is
the spate of criminal activity, especially violent crimes which have been
occurring with increased frequency. What is most alarming as well, is that the
system of dealing with criminals appears to be ineffective and although more
and more laws have been passed, individual liberty has been infringed and
disorder is rampant. This situation must be reversed.”

Mr. Speaker, this was just before the Minister of National Security was advised to
buy a radio that will only fit into 100 Cherokee jeeps, purchased from friends of
the UNC at exorbitant prices.

I will now quote the same Minister of Finance one year later in his budget
statement of 1997. At page 16, this is what he had to say:

“Mr. Speaker, the police service cannot fight crime without the appropriate
legislative teeth and judicial support.”

As for his 1998 budget statement, as crime has reached record heights, there is not
one word. Not a single word in his budget statement on crime. Can you imagine
that?

Mr. Speaker, I turn now to poverty. This budget is full of empty words and
meaningless statements. Nowhere is this more glaring than in their single-line
reference to poverty alleviation in the back pages of the budget document. Each
day as we walk the streets of our cities, towns and villages, we are faced with
painful reminders of the fact that over 35.9 per cent of our citizens are living below
the poverty line. Of a population of 1.2 million people, this means that over
400,000 of our less fortunate citizens have no money to buy basic food items, have
no access to necessary housing, are living on the streets, have no money to
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purchase school-books for their children, cannot afford to pay for medication when
they are ill, and generally live at a standard that requires a direct, substantial and
immediate response from the Government of the day.

In this regard, the Panday coalition has failed the people of Trinidad and
Tobago. They failed when they appointed a customs officer with no training,
background or insight into social services to run this vitally important ministry.
They also failed when they presented a budget for 1998 that makes minimal
reference to poverty eradication. Their main proposal is the allocation of $25
million for job training and skills development for single mothers. Then we are told
that a Cabinet committee is to be appointed to design these programmes. Mr.
Speaker, why is there a Minister of Social Development with a budget of $600
million and yet there is need to appoint a Cabinet committee to advise him how to
spend $25 million? Why did we hear a lot of fanfare about a Poverty Eradication
and Change Management Unit one year ago and now have to appoint a Cabinet
committee? The wastage, the delay and ineffectiveness of this measure is a
reflection of the inability of this Government to devise any intelligent strategy for
lifting those 400,000 citizens above the poverty line.

10.00 a.m.

Mr. Speaker, finally, after two years, this Government has realized that single
female women [Laughter]—that single women who head families need special
attention.

Hon. Member: Are there male women?

Mr. Speaker: Order! Order!

Mr. P. Manning : Mr. Speaker, had the Government understood that our
export centres’ programme targeted single women with children to educate, it
would have attended to this group much earlier. Now in hindsight and after it has
derailed this programme from its original mooring—and the programme has been
very successful—it proposes a $25 million expenditure that we feel certain will not
be equitably or intelligently administered.

I now turn to the matter of health. It is with concern for the provision of
quality social services that I now turn to the most unbelievable silence in the
national budget. During the two years of the coalition, there has been witnessed
the greatest stagnation in the improvement of the health sector. Let me remind the
national community that the problems in this sector were not ignored. We left
office with a superior programme in place to ensure that by 1998 the citizens of
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this country would have suitable primary, secondary and tertiary medical
institutions and access to health services at affordable costs.

Let me also remind the national community that one of the first acts of this
coalition in early 1996 was to accept the PNM health sector reform programme
fullscale. They embraced the plan without changing a dot or a comma. But again,
as in so many other areas, this Government met a good thing in  place and
proceeded to create chaos. Two years later, this coalition has failed to carry out
the terms of this programme. It is, therefore, not a surprise that nothing significant
was mentioned to address the serious health crisis in which we find ourselves.

In his 1997 Budget, this houdini Minister of Finance said that the Government
was going to accelerate implementation of the programme and indicated that it was
going to spend $73 million on infrastructure upgrade under the Public Sector
Investment Programme (PSIP). The Government said it was going to invest almost
$33 million in plant and machinery upgrades at the hospitals in Port of Spain, San
Fernando, Sangre Grande and Scarborough. It also said that the designs for the
Scarborough District Hospital would be completed and work would commence on
district hospitals at Couva, Princes Town, Oxford Street and Carenage. On behalf
of the people of Trinidad and Tobago we must ask the Government, What has
happened over the past year? The Minister of Finance did not think it important to
report to us on these initiatives of which he spoke.

Instead of the $73 million it said would be spent on increasing the health care
facilities, would you believe it spent $13 million? This is a reduction of more than
80 per cent. This is the priority it places on improving the health facilities for our
citizens. This is a national disgrace beyond the textbook fiasco "four minus nine
equals five".

The reasons for their failures are totally inadequate, unacceptable and
unconscionable. It is an assault against the very soul of the country when we are
told that basic conditions to access the IADB loan were delayed. The Government
wants us to believe that hiring staff and signing agreements within the Cabinet took
a year and a half!

Mr. Bereaux: Slackness! Incompetence!

Mr. P. Manning : Indeed, we are getting suspicious as to the real cause for the
delay, in that it appears that the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Health are
not on speaking terms.

Mr. Bereaux: He would not give the man the money.
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Mr. P. Manning : Moreover, the reasons advanced are not only unacceptable
and shameful, but inconsistent as well.

The week before the budget we were told that the conditionalities were not
met and so the Minister of Finance came for parliamentary approval to allocate a
portion of the health sector funds to other areas. Then we are given a budget with
supporting documents and in the Public Sector Investment Programme for 1998,
we see that the conditions were fully satisfied in October 1997. The question then
is, were the conditions met and when? If they were met in October as the PSIP

says, why did the Government do nothing for three months? Mr. Speaker, they just
do not seem able to speak the truth.

Under this Panday coalition students at our nations' schools were forced to
remain at home because of the fear of dengue fever. People were dying from
Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever in numbers hitherto unknown in  Trinidad and
Tobago. Dengue fever is not like the plague that comes upon us unexpectedly.
This Government was simply not prepared and allowed this situation to get out of
hand to the detriment of all of us. It is easy to prevent dengue if you have a
Minister of Health who is alert, awake and knows what he is doing.

Even more staggering are the statistics on the incidence of AIDS in our country;
one in every 25. There are more than 25 of them on the other side.

This Government clearly has no strategy for dealing with what is no longer a
threat, but what is now fully upon us. In more direct terms that could mean at least
one Member of this House.

Mr. Panday: Speak for yourself.

Mr. P. Manning : I cast no aspersions regarding the physical health—

Mr. Bereaux: If it is anybody it has to be Dr. Job because he is from Tobago.

Mr. P. Manning :—of any Member, although I have serious questions as to
the mental health of quite a few of them.

Trinidad and Tobago has the highest number of AIDS cases in the Caribbean.
This disease has the potential to do significant damage, not only to the families of
the unfortunate victims, but there is likely to be serious repercussions for the
working population and, indeed, the social fabric of our country. The results may
be even more devastating in Tobago. The PNM knew that the threat of AIDS was a
great one and our 1995 manifesto stated that we would focus on developing new
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strategies for addressing lifestyle related diseases, including hypertension, diabetes
and AIDS.

In light of these epidemics, we were expecting the budget to put a priority on
health education to ensure that we have a future working population. Instead, all
we hear is about a no-smoking policy in government buildings and an increase in
the excise duty on cigarettes to act as a disincentive to smoking. This is their
response for a need to change lifestyles. AIDS is spreading fastest among our
young population and the Government is focussing on a no-smoking policy. If we
were not dealing with a life and death matter, this response would be a joke. This
Government boasts that it is the team to lead us into the 21st century. It is so out
of touch with the realities of the country and so bereft  of ideas and policies for the
country, that with the Panday "pickup" side, many may not make it into the 21st
century.

If it is really interested in changing lifestyles it needs to commit significant
resources towards health education and awareness programmes. Programmes must
be introduced in schools and community centres throughout the country. Churches
and non-governmental organizations, such as the Family Planning Association
which counsel and advise on the prevention of sexual diseases, need to be enlisted
in this effort. There must be an all-out onslaught against these diseases which rob
us of our productive citizens and increase health cost for all of us.

Mr. Speaker, I turn now to Caroni (1975) Limited. After the last
administration weaned Caroni (1975) Limited from the Treasury, this Government
has once more provided the pipeline for it, to the national Treasury. We weaned
them away, it provides a new pipeline.

Mr. Bereaux: Because the President of Caroni (1975) Limited is the Prime
Minister.

Mr. P. Manning : We know that this state enterprise has been the subject of
much discussion. In fact, the recent report of the International Monetary Fund
team which visited Trinidad and Tobago, refers to the case of Caroni (1975)
Limited as a particularly alarming one. Before we demitted office, my
administration had negotiated an agricultural sector loan with the Inter-American
Development Bank. To access this loan certain conditions had to be met. A major
one was the implementation of the Caroni Restructuring Plan as contemplated by
the Tripartite Report, to make Caroni (1975) Limited more cost efficient and thus
reduce its dependence on the Treasury. By the end of 1995, Caroni (1975) Limited
was on the road to recovery.
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However, since this Government assumed office, the gains made by Caroni
(1975) Limited have been lost as the Government has been recalcitrant in meeting
the target set in the plan and Caroni (1975) Limited has returned to large funding
by the state.

This, after the PNM government wrote off or forgave a debt of $2.4 billion
owed by Caroni (1975) Limited to the Treasury in 1992. That is $2,400 million of
Caroni (1975) Limited liability written off by the Treasury. We did it to give
Caroni (1975) Limited a new chance to live and breathe.

10.10 a.m.

As a consequence of their tardiness in meeting the conditions of the
agricultural sector loan agreement, Mr. Speaker, funding under the loan agreement
has been delayed. This is obviously going to compromise the development of the
whole agricultural sector.

You will recall the Minister’s announcement in his 1996 budget speech of a
package for a social mitigation programme which will involve the disbursement of
$60 million to farmers who have suffered from the adverse effects of structural
changes in agriculture. To access this funding, the Government is required to
satisfy a number of conditions, one of which is the implementation of the Tripartite
Report.  The Tripartite Report calls for a reduction of the staff at Caroni (1975)
Limited by 1,500 persons and it was signed by Mr. Basdeo Panday. They are also
required to distribute 2,000 acres of land. However, instead of making the
company more lean, Caroni (1975) Limited has increased its workforce by almost
3,000 workers as they seek to maintain the loyalty of Caroni voters. They should
have reduced by 1,500 but they have increased by 3,000; a variance of 4,500. And
as this sacred cow is fattened, Mr. Speaker, we have been bombarded with reports
of corruption and mismanagement. But if that were all, it would have been bad
enough. The company is now also plagued with the froghopper disease which is
wreaking havoc in the sugar belt, thanks to the Minister of Agriculture, Land and
Marine Resources who decided, against the advice of the experts, to experiment
with biological controls.

In the last budget the Government provided, and Parliament approved, $14.4
million for Caroni (1975) Limited during 1997. They overspent this sum by a
further $30 million; more than 100 per cent overrun, Mr. Speaker. Parliament
approved $14.4 million and they have overspent it by a further $30 million. For
1998 the Minister is budgeting $153 million for Caroni (1975) Limited; an increase
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of $139 million in a situation in which they budgeted $14.4 million for 1997. This
is an increase of $139 million more than was budgeted for in 1997 and $108.5
million more than the over-spending of 1997; and they talk about management.
One must remember, Mr. Speaker, that this expenditure has nothing to do with
growth and expansion in the sector. It is simply the cost of maintaining the status
quo, the price of abandonment of the painstakingly crafted Tripartite Agreement
which provided the blueprint for a restructured sugar industry. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker, if there is anyone in this country who believes, either that the
Government knows what it is doing, or that the Government can be trusted, they
need only to examine its position on agriculture in this budget. On the one hand the
Minister of Finance has embarked on massive Treasury funding for Caroni (1975)
Limited without disclosing any plan or timetable for addressing this obvious
reversal of national policy. At the same time, the same Minister in his medium-term
policy document states that Government intends to continue to implement the
recommendations of the Tripartite Agreementthey do one thing and say they will
do something elsean agreement which has, as its cornerstone objective, the
weaning  of Caroni (1975) Limited away from the Treasury towards viability and
bankability. With Government recreating the Caroni (1975) Limited debt in this
way, no bank will ever touch Caroni (1975) Limited without a Government
guarantee. Thus, it is in the Treasury and there it shall remain or the company will
inevitably collapse. That is the future of Caroni (1975) Limited under this
Government that boasts about management.

While the Minister of Finance is contradicting his own written policy
document, the Minister of Tobago Affairs in the Parliament heaps scorn on the
Tripartite Agreement. The Prime Minister who is a signatory to the said 1992
Tripartite Agreement, only recently, publicly called on the company and unnamed
individuals and nebulous groups to come up with new plans for Caroni (1975)
Limited within deadlines of three and six months, completely ignoring the existing
Tripartite Agreement to which his Minister of Finance is now committing the
Government in the medium-term policy document. Talk about confusion! Tell me,
Mr. Speaker, is no one in charge of this Government? This is very clear, even as
the Prime Minister announces his 16th foreign jaunt at taxpayers’ expense to
further his frequent flyer record. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker, I turn now to foreign exchange and the exchange rate. When
Parliament was dissolved in October of 1995, the exchange rate was TT $5.92 to
one US $1. The business community could well recall, I am sure, that bankers
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would knock at their doors offering competitive rates for the purchase of US
dollars. That was just two years ago. Two years later the rate hovers around $6.30
to the US dollar when foreign exchange is available and, more than that, we have
now seen the emergence of a black-market trading at substantially higher rates. We
heard recently that there is an acute shortage yet, for all of this, the Minister of
Finance said not one word on this matter. He remained curiously silent. I remind
this administration that while monetary policy is properly the task of the Central
Bank, the actions or non-actions of the central government send signals to which
the exchange rate responds. It is therefore a dereliction of responsibility and a cop-
out for any Minister of Finance to wash his hands with respect to the exchange
rate.

In our own particular circumstance, the Government cannot escape
responsibility for undermining the exchange rate and foreign currency availability
by its action. Let me outline why. As the Prime Minister goes mouthing to all and
sundry, far and near, the result is a loss of confidence. As the national community
realizes more and more that this coalition is inept and incompetent, confidence is
undermined. As the Government carries on with its “anything goes” philosophy,
the exchange rate market becomes nervous and unstable and confidence is
undermined. As the perception of corruption and increased criminal activities
permeate the society, anxiety and fear increases resulting in a loss in confidence.

When the Minister of Finance tries to hoodwink the population by quoting a
two-year cumulative rate of economic growth in an attempt to hide the fact that
for the second year there has been a decline in the rate of economic growth, the
exchange rate market experiences nervousness as participants are then unsure as to
what else this clever Minister of Finance is concealing. We thought we taught you
that but clearly you did not learn it well. For example, is it a fact that the Public
Sector Investment Programme is padded through a reclassification of the recurrent
expenditure as capital expenditure? Mr. Speaker, they have done it before and they
will do it again. They talk about the implementation of the Public Sector
Investment Programme. But this is what the International Monetary Fund had to
say on that in a document dated September 9, 1997:

“Although the Central Government fiscal surplus greatly exceeded the
target, this outcome was the result of the earlier than expected timing of the
sale of the Trinidad and Tobago Methanol Company. In the absence of these
revenues, the fiscal target would still have been met owing to the substantial
under-execution of the Public Sector Investment Programme.”
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This is the IMF saying that there has been substantial under-execution of the
Public Sector Investment Programme yet Ministers come here and talk a lot of
dotishness about performance. [Desk thumping]  Then you understand, when you
check closely, you are certain to find, Mr. Speaker, that many other items of
expenditure have been brought in to book in the Public Sector Investment
Programme for 1997. You did not spend $1.3 billion; you cannot. The IMF said it.

Mr. Speaker, where in Trinidad and Tobago did this Government spend $1,300
billion on capital projects during 1997? I do not see it. Where did they spend it?
How come there is no report on the Public Sector Investment Programme for
1997? For the first time in many years no such report has been laid in this
Parliament. [Desk thumping]  They talk foolishness, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of
Planning and Development will have a lot to say, I am sure.

Moreover, the Prime Minister’s recent equating of a minimum wage of $7.00
with one US $1.00 sent an unsavoury signal to the foreign exchange market. That
is 1998, we are talking about 1984 to 1997. [Interruption] Mr. Speaker, I ask for
your protection.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the Leader of the Opposition has asked for my
protection to which he is entitled. I ask that you allow him to make his
contribution. I assure you that you will have all the time that the Standing Orders
permit you, to make your contribution. Please, he prefers not to be disturbed.

Mr. P. Manning: Mr. Speaker, I am in your debt for your protection.

Further, the implied foreign exchange rate in the Minister of Finance's
“royalties” estimates does not help either. What they do not understand is that
there are people on the outside who know how to calculate these things, and when
the calculations are made there are signals that are sent when they either try to
gerrymander the figures or when they calculate the figures based on what they
intend the exchange rate will be in time to come. They do not understand that
people can do it. Many people have been in government long before them.

Mr. Speaker, on yet another occasion this Government has boldfacedly and
shamelessly attempted to claim credit for successes in economic fortunes that this
country is now experiencing. I assure you they fool no one. While the Minister
talks about Trinidad and Tobago repeatedly squandering its chance to become the
economic tiger of Latin America and the Caribbean, the country is aware that it
was the PNM that liberalized the economy and maintained the Trinidad and Tobago
dollar as stable as a rock. [Desk thumping]  It was the PNM that encouraged
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investments in the energy sector and created a platform for growth well into the
21st century. It was the PNM that rationalized the state sector reducing its
dependence on the Treasury and provided an environment for increased private
sector investment, both local and foreign. It was the PNM that stabilized the
economy and provided the economic environment for sustainable growth. It was
the PNM that facilitated new investment and trade relations by concluding bilateral
investment treaties with the United Kingdom, United States of America, France
and Canada. An intellectual property rights agreement was concluded with the
United States of America and similar agreements with Germany, Venezuela and
Argentina were at advance stages of negotiation when we left office.

10.25 a.m.

Mr. Speaker, I continue. That is not the end of it. It was the PNM that
increased the awareness among manufacturers of the need for quality as evidenced
by the ISO 9000 certification, and it was the PNM that implemented administrative
and legal reform to provide the environment conducive to the efficient conduct of
business.

Mr. Speaker, they lose their credibility every time they attempt to steal the
successes of the PNM as their own. The country is aware that while my
administration was hard at work removing trade barriers and exchange controls,
while we were liberalizing our exchange rate regime and reining in the fiscal
deficits, while we were reducing burdensome state companies and implementing a
new tax regime in the petroleum sector, they were in Opposition criticizing and
opposing every initiative, because for them Opposition is to oppose. [Desk
thumping]

Mr. Speaker, I counsel them that rather than attempt to appropriate unto
themselves that of which they know not, their energies may better be directed at
creating some of their own successes in order to propel this economy to its next
level of growth. Yes, it is a regret of significance that after two years in office this
Government can point to not one new initiative to assist the growth momentum of
this economy.

Then, too, Mr. Speaker, in an obvious attempt to pad his vacuous presentation,
the Minister of Finance visited the parliamentary archives and, as if borrowing
from the 1994 budget contribution of a former Member of this House, he attempts
to berate the economic management of successive PNM administrations through the
use of meaningless inappropriate statistics. His attempt at trickery has no limits,
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whether it be in his dealings with his Cabinet colleagues as in the WINSURE matter
and the purchase of the Huggins building or, for that matter, in favouring his
friends by reinstating the deductions for annuities and pensions, but refusing to do
the same with respect to the tax credits for credit union savings. Friends and
family, all the time.

Mr. Speaker, the economic initiatives which the PNM implemented under my
administration were all part of our overall plan to position Trinidad and Tobago as
the business and financial capital of the Caribbean and the gateway to the
Americas. This administration seemed to have accepted this vision as appropriate
for Trinidad and Tobago. However, while they have completed and continued
some of the initiatives which were in the pipeline when we demitted office, there
are four critical initiatives with respect to the positioning of Trinidad and Tobago
which were at different stages of development when they took office and which
now seem to be on a cold back burner.

The first is the Orinoco/Apure project. One of the more important initiatives on
which we embarked during our tenure in office in the positioning of Trinidad and
Tobago was our Latin American initiative. We recognized that while traditional
markets and trading partners will continue to be important particularly in the short
to medium term, the world has indeed changed. King sugar has been dethroned;
the price of oil has declined; the Lomé protections have been evaporating. That is
the reality. We were aware that some things had not changed. Investment
continued to be the stimulus to economic activity. Moreover, we were aware that
unless a country positions itself properly in accordance with the prevailing reality,
sustainable growth will not result.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, Trinidad and Tobago, during its tenure on the Caricom
Bureau of Heads, endorsed the idea that the Association of Caribbean States
should encompass of mainland Spanish-speaking countries which shared common
patrimony of the Caribbean Sea. Trinidad and Tobago was successful in its lobby
to be named as the site for the headquarters of the Association of Caribbean
States. Trinidad and Tobago signed the one-way free trade agreement with
Venezuela and Colombia. Trinidad and Tobago advanced the position and gained
CARICOM's acceptance for a model trade agreement based on “the exceptions
principle” with a carve out for the LDCs of the Caribbean. The Government of the
day mounted a number of trade missions to countries in Latin America. Unlike
today, in that period, it was the government which had to take the lead in these
missions and invite the private sector to participate.
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Trinidad and Tobago became the first English-speaking member in the Andean
Development Bank. It happened in the last administration. While these initiatives
provided the emergence of important institutional underpinnings for the expansion
of trade investments and economic interchange across the Caribbean Sea, we were
cognizant of the fact that there could be no trade-related activities if the exchange
of the final product is constrained by inefficient transportation facilities and
arrangements.

To satisfy this requirement, we embarked on the Orinoco/Apure project with
Venezuela to provide sea transport into the hinterlands of Venezuela and through
the Mata River into Colombia.

Mr. Speaker, the Orinoco/Apure waterway, reminiscent of the Rhine as it is,
can be a valuable transportation feeder route for a transshipment hub based on the
west coast of Trinidad in the same way as the Rhine Rotterdam. In addition to the
trade facilitation advantages of this project, there is also the potential for a multi-
faceted eco-tourism as well.

The second initiative, Mr. Speaker, is the positioning of Piarco as an
alternative air transport hub to Miami into South America. Under the last
administration, the Piarco Rainbow International Development Project (PRIDE) was
addressing the needs of a modern air transport hub, by converting the Piarco
Airport into the principal pivot of hemispheric travel. The privatization of BWIA

and LIAT , coupled with the strategic investment by BWIA in LIAT  was a critical
element in this initiative.

Mr. Speaker, currently there are few flights from Latin America to the
Caribbean. Access is difficult and it takes up to 12 hours to get to the Caribbean
from Colombia because flights have to pass through Miami. There is obviously an
opportunity available to Trinidad and Tobago to explore avenues to change this
situation.

All of this was well before the advent of this Government and the fiasco
surrounding the Piarco Airport project. Now both the Orinoco/Apure Project and
the Piarco hub initiative seem to be on very cold back burners and the country
loses the opportunity to provide for another pillar of sustainable economic growth.
Economic growth means jobs.

In its short two years in Government, this UNC coalition Government has
squandered nearly all the opportunities that we were pursuing. As soon as they
formed the Government in 1995, they proceeded unilaterally, without consulting
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any of our Caricom neighbours and even neighbouring Venezuela, to sign the
Shiprider Agreement with the United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, the visit of the Mayor of Chacao to Trinidad and Tobago at the
invitation of the UNC has further angered the Government of Venezuela as she is a
potential presidential candidate of a party different from that of the current
President of Venezuela. They do not understand these things. In the event that the
Government is not aware, this constitutes interference in the internal affairs of
Venezuela and it is our fishermen in the Gulf who will pay the price. You all just
do not understand what you are doing.

Mr. Speaker, it is the Panday Administration that has compromised our Latin
American initiatives; it is the Panday Administration that has endangered the
economic life of Trinidad and Tobago, particularly our fishermen, by insulting
Venezuela; it is the present Minister of Foreign Affairs who has jeopardized plans
for our energy plans; it is the Panday Administration that has jeopardized plans to
make Trinidad and Tobago as a logistics base and the hub or service capital or
gateway to and from Latin America.

So too with the business and financial centre concept. TIDCO had made
considerable progress in operationalizing this initiative by the time we demitted
office in 1995. Alas! With the advent of this coalition Government, bereft as it is of
creativity, this initiative is now dormant.

Mr. Speaker, the vision was simple. Unlike other Caribbean countries, which
have concentrated solely on offshore banking, Trinidad and Tobago’s financial
centre was, in concept, to be the capital market centre of the Caribbean.

The Minister of Finance failed to see the linkages. The need for efficiency in
the allocation of capital and his proposed pension reform is testimony of the
pedestrian approach to affairs of the state by these who claim superior business
acumen.

Mr. Speaker, during our tenure in office the last administration encouraged
BWIA to fly to Venezuela, Colombia and Brazil. This was short-lived as the losses
incurred in developing those markets were too onerous for it to bear alone. What
is needed is the co-ordinated effort by the governments of the Caribbean states, the
tourism industry in the Caribbean and BWIA and LIAT . The benefits in the medium
term are obvious for all the parties.

The Caribbean tourism industry which now benefits from cold northern
winters, will now also be able to attract tourists in its off season from South
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America trade, commerce and investment with our South American neighbours
and BWIA and LIAT  would benefit from increased passenger flows.

The third critical initiative is the development and implementation of Trinidad
and Tobago as the business and financial centre of the Caribbean. The foundation
for the development of this concept through appropriate legislative reform was laid
during our tenure in office and TIDCO was assigned the responsibility to co-
ordinate the implementation of the project. By November 1995, TIDCO was at an
advanced stage in the development of the information processing industry which
underpins a modern financial centre. One can only hope that the trite saying “no
news is good news” is applicable since the silence on this project is now deafening.

The fourth initiative concerns a change in the manner in which bilateral trade
agreements have been negotiated traditionally. In July 1995, my administration
obtained the approval from Caricom for the use by Caricom of a model trade
agreement, based on what is called the exceptions principle in negotiations with
third countries. Trinidad and Tobago was mandated to conduct negotiations on
behalf of Caricom. This was a personal initiative of mine.

Mr. Speaker, bilateral trade agreement in the past listed the goals which
qualified for favourable entry. Trinidad and Tobago viewed this structure as being
rather restrictive. Given our quest to position this country as a location for foreign
investment, a trade agreement which states the products which did not qualify for
favourable entry was more advantageous to us. Such an agreement provides
favourable entry for any other product not specifically named on the list of
exceptions. We were able to convince our Caricom partners of the wisdom of this
approach. The model agreement evidencing this approach was approved by
Caricom in early 1996. However, though Venezuela and Colombia have been
ready to conduct negotiations along these lines for some time now, there has been
a conspicuous silence from the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. After two
years, not one new bilateral trade agreement has been negotiated. There has been
no expanded access of the output of domestic industry in markets outside of
Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Speaker, while we do not for one moment negate the fact that the
Government has the right to determine the initiatives it wishes to pursue, we
suggest that these four are critical pillars in the positioning of Trinidad and Tobago
as the business and financial centre and the gateway to the Americas, a vision
which they have endorsed. Moreover, they have been unable after two years to
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conceptualize and develop any alternative initiative which will ensure that Trinidad
and Tobago’s growth is not compromised.

I turn now to culture. When we look at the Panday coalition proposals for
culture, we wonder if they are aware that Trinidad and Tobago is one of the most
culturally diverse and culturally affluent societies in the world. It is clear that until
others have been retained to develop a national cultural policy, this Government
will not know what to say except to repeat what it said last year, to read PNM

Manifesto sections on culture, and to set up commissions and committees to plan
for them.

Last year, in the Budget 1997 the Minister claimed they were going to
construct a performing arts centre in 1997. Mr. Speaker, 1997 has come and has
almost gone and not one word from the Panday coalition on this centre. But we
have the same proposal included in the 1998 Budget, to construct a performing
arts centre. And you might not even get it next year, the way they seem to be
going. Are they serious, or are they joking, or are they trying to waste the
population’s time?

Their dilemma is obvious. They are trying to piggy back on the PNM's planned
academy for the performing arts. The academy had a teaching element to it and
that qualification for participation in this academy would have been talent only, an
initiative that would have benefited a large number of little people on the outside
who do not have academic qualification, but who have talent. That came out of the
Hong Kong visit for those who did not know.

10.40 a.m.

While we announced the academy, what we did not say was that to implement
that approach, needed some community programmes to go with them; at least one.
We did not say what that community programme was and, therefore, they are
unable to copy the approach, because they do not know what to do.

Now they have gone back to a Centre for the Performing Arts, disappointing
many small people on the outside who had been given a great ray of hope by the
announcement by our administration, of the construction of an Academy for the
Performing Arts. We are not surprised that even their own supporter from the
Maha Sabha had to complain that his group received better treatment under a PNM

administration. This Government is clearly, culturally backward, culturally barren
and culturally bankrupt. [Desk thumping]
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I turn now to our contention that the Minister’s budget proposal lacks clarity
of thought and cannot stand scrutiny. The Minister of Finance pointed us to his
Government’s concern about the level of expenditure necessary to sustain non-
contributory pensions in the public service. This is not an issue of which we are
unaware. Indeed, we on this side of the House raised this during the debate of the
Bill which dealt with amendments to the Pensions’ Act. We indicated then that the
Government should have given us the benefit of their thinking on this matter.

The way in which the Minister of Finance has introduced it to us, however, is a
matter of grave concern. The discussion about a two-tier pension system is fuzzy
and leads one to suspect that there may be other insurance interests at play here.
The half-baked idea put forward by the Minister raises many questions. What
exactly will be the role, structures and functions in the new dispensation? Will
there be a national pensioners’ fund organization established? What will be the role
of existing insurance companies and their pension products?

When one puts this proposal alongside this Government’s established norms
with some insurance companies, we need to be suspicious and vigilant. The
proposal to introduce a contributory pension plan for public servants was
obviously done without prior consultation with the Public Services Association.
This proposal fundamentally changes the terms and conditions under which public
servants work. Pension contributions by an employer are not a gift to an employee;
they are a fundamental part of the employee’s compensation package. [Desk
thumping] Therefore, any reform that contemplates employee contributions to a
formerly non-contributory plan, must be accompanied by a corresponding increase
in the employee’s cash compensation. [Desk thumping] We hope that this
Government does not seek to, as was done in the past, illegally tamper with the
remuneration of public servants. It has happened before in this Parliament.

We see once again the spectre of this Government presenting the nation with
proposals that they have not thought through. In so doing, they are creating
unease, scepticism and fear on the part of many who stand to be disadvantaged by
this reckless adventurism.

Perhaps the most fundamental issues concerning this proposal is, firstly, the
fact that the Minister appears to be oblivious that concomitant with the pension
reform, there is the need to develop our capital market to provide for the efficient
utilization of the increased savings which the Minister intends to force on an
unsuspecting population. This last concern points to the second difficulty the PNM

has with the proposal. Is it that in this democratic country of Trinidad and Tobago,



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997
[MR. MANNING]

224

this Government intends to institute a programme of forced national savings above
the National Insurance Scheme threshold? Is the worker no longer to have the
choice of how he deals with his property, his income? Will the Government
guarantee members’ asset balance in the investment-linked funds? How is the
contributor to be assured that because of the overall increase in savings, he is not
subsidizing users of these funds in terms of the interest rate?

Further, we note that though this proposal will be subject to Parliament’s
scrutiny, the Minister informs us that in the new system, individuals would be
entitled to claim an annual deduction of up to $12,000 and that this measure would
take effect from January 1, 1998. How can this annuity deduction commence on
January 1, 1998, when it is obvious that the pension reform would be some time in
coming? This is clearly another deceptive stroke by the wily Minister of Finance. I
shall tell you, Mr. Speaker, the reinstatement of this deduction is to satisfy his
friends and has, really, little to do with the pension reform which, in its current
conceptual form, may hardly see the light of day. In other words, it is extremely
likely to be stillborn. Just follow it over the year and you will see.

Secondly, the Minister’s plan to raise $300 million in 1998 through the issue of
tax exempt housing bonds is unworkable, simply because the main source of funds,
pension plans whose incomes are non-taxable, and insurance companies’ statutory
fund investments, are also tax exempt and would not be attracted to a tax exempt
bond unless the yield on the bond is similar to the market rate for normal bonds. It
is unlikely that the other fund providers have the capability to provide such a
quantum of funds in one year.

Thirdly, perhaps the Minister will share with us his rationale for allocating $28
million to FUNDAid over the next three years, $12 million of which would be
disbursed in 1998, when the allocation to the Government-controlled Small
Business Development Company is limited to $8 million in 1998. Why? How?

The Small Business Development Company has a well-defined structure for
providing financing to small businesses. Therefore, does it not make more sense to
provide a micro-enterprise window at the Small Business Development Company
to cater for the beneficiaries of this $12 million allocation rather than providing,
what amounts to a grant to FUNDAid? Indeed, that window that should be opened
at the Small Business Development Company should be in the context of a
poverty-alleviation programme. Mr. Speaker, they have not thought these things
out. They have no idea what should be done.
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Moreover, while the structure is fully in place at the Small Business
Development Company, the incremental cost to FUNDAid would be significant. As
much as 45 per cent of the $12 million allocation, some $5.4 million, may be
required as incremental cost. Then there is the issue of interest rates and fee
charges. On the average, it would cost the entrepreneur three times more to
borrow from FUNDAid than it would to borrow from the credit unions.

We also question the proposal to form an internal revenue service which seems
much akin to the Jamaican-type Revenue Protection Agency that this Minister
attempted to foist on my administration in 1993. He tried that before,
unsuccessfully with us, but seems to be succeeding now with them. We continue to
ask exactly what its responsibilities will be, how will it be staffed and what its
powers will be. We had been anointed with a vague policy statement that will
upgrade collection. Will it r eceive a commission for its collections? In other words,
is this a glorified debt collection agency? We can say little until the Minister says
something. Please, speak.

Let me now turn to urban nationals and the urban poor. The unsuspecting
among us would attribute the removal of the URP from the Ministry of Works and
Transport to the Ministry of Local Government as an attack by the Prime Minister
upon one of his colleagues. I do not propose to descend into the UNC’s internecine
warfare; it does not concern me. We, of the PNM, see through considerably more
experienced and disarming eyes. This move, we suggest, has grave implications for
the urban dwellers around the country; a very sinister move, Mr. Speaker.

Firstly, we have noted, painfully, that the Government, from its inception in
office, attempted to play politics with the Unemployment Relief Programme.
Through the Minister of Works and Transport, the Government trod the urban
areas, in particular, the hills of Laventille, and sought to use the citizens’ money,
our tax dollars, to buy support.

Hon. Member: But we are entitled to do that.

Mr. P. Manning: But you clipped the man’s wings. In so doing, the
Government engaged the support of their political allies from Mucurapo. That is
an important feature.

Members of the Government could sit and smile like cheshire cats if they want.
It is a serious matter which has implications for the security of the state. Let them
go ahead.
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10.50 a.m.

The Government, having climbed onto the tiger’s back, finds that it is an
uneasy beast that is out of control, and it is now trying to get all. The move to shift
the Unemployment Relief Programme to the local government bodies is surely an
attempt to distance themselves from their friends. The Government actually
fostered a type of behaviour that it now cannot control, and is attempting to turn
its face and run.

Mr. Speaker, the Unemployment Relief Programme is essentially a support
programme for unemployment in the urban areas of our society which, by reason
of geography, are not possessed of the natural resources available to this country.
In these areas there is often no sea front, no agricultural land and inadequate space
for an industrial complex or site. Therefore, the removal suggests that the
Government must now urgently correct the bias to these urban areas in order to
alleviate the pressure of unemployment that characterizes such areas. It simply
must! If the Government is misguided sufficiently to share the approximately 140
allocations equally among all local government bodies, then it would have a
devastating impact on the urban poor. It will represent a major shift in the
allocation of resources from urban to rural. With the social implications of that,
this Government is playing fast and loose with the stability and security of the
state. The Government must keep the focus on the urban poor. Other parts of the
country will continue to receive support from the Government.

The rural agricultural sector will receive $40 million direct subsidy from the
Treasury; the urban sectors receive no such subsidy. The rice subsidy has been
increased by 50 per cent; Caroni (1975) Limited alone will receive amounts that
caused the very Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism to express grave
concerns as to its yet again increasing financial umbilical attachment to the
Treasury. There was a raise in agricultural subsidy, a raise in Caroni (1975)
Limited, a raise in rice subsidy and then resources were shifted from urban to rural
under the Unemployment Relief Programme. Therefore, the PNM’s position is that
the urban poor receives none of the $40 million: $10 million for cane, $30 million
for milk or other subsidies given to farmers of cocoa, coconut and rice; removal of
the Unemployment Relief Programme allocation originally destined for urban
support would be disastrous.

If the Government succeeds in doing this, it will be clear enough for all to see
that they talk equity and sharing, but practise nothing of the sort. Such a policy
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would only lead to disaster in urban parts of Trinidad and Tobago. They can
ignore it if they wish. I can only speak.

Mr. Panday: You got to train them and empower them.

Mr. P. Manning: Mr. Speaker, political pundits and others have read the
removal of the Unemployment Relief Programme from the Ministry of Works and
Transport to the Ministry of Local Government as a slap in the face of the Minister
of Works and Transport. Their internal battle is really a fight for turf. What are we
to read into the statement of the Minister of Local Government that now there will
be less corruption in the Unemployment Relief Programme? A Minister who does
not know whether to drive on the road or on the shoulder. If, by their own
admission the Minister has presided over this corruption, what are the punitive
measures being instigated against the Minister of Works and Transport? Instead,
the penalty is imposed on the urban areas in Trinidad and Tobago; urban dwellers,
more particularly the urban poor, will be made to pay the full price. That is the
game. It is crystal clear for all of us to see.

What we have outlined are the new challenges and difficulties based on the
inequitable distribution of resources that, in particular, the urban dwellers of our
population are about to face. Mr. Speaker, you would think that is all the bad
news. The reality is, it is only the beginning of the bad news. This wicked
administration, having slept with the devil, has decided to abandon the
entrepreneurial class who now provides the majority of employment opportunities
for all nationals. It is no secret that small and medium-sized businesses are the
largest single employer in any country.

Let us closely scrutinize what this deceptive Minister of Finance and Minister
of Tourism has in store for small and medium-sized businesses, most specifically,
our emerging entrepreneurial class. The reform of the National Insurance Scheme,
coupled with the new minimum wage of $7.00, will have the net effect of small
businesses having to increase their National Insurance Scheme contribution and,
therefore, overall payroll expenditure will increase considerably. The Government
is also proposing an increase in electricity rates by as much as 30 per cent. They
are also proposing an increase of 22 per cent in water rates. As a result of the
triennial valuation, one can look forward to an increase in land and building taxes.
So, let us summarize it.

The National Insurance Scheme will go up; electricity will go up; the minimum
wage will go up; water rates will go up; land and building taxes will go up; the
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removal of the export allowance will cause taxation, for those currently benefiting,
to go up. As the new IRS starts its harassment exercise, incidental cost will also go
up. Can you imagine what is about to happen to prices? They can scoff if they
wish. They do not understand the consequences of their actions. They just do it
because it sounds nice. No new taxes. That should read, no new hope! [Desk
thumping]

Because of the competitive nature of Trinidad and Tobago—and any statistics
will bear this out—prices in Trinidad and Tobago are substantially lower than in
other Caribbean counterpart countries. [Desk thumping by Member of
government]  The Member has now come. He has nothing to do with that. Johnny-
come-lately, what are you applauding?

11.00 a.m.

Those familiar with the pricing policy in Trinidad and Tobago would know that
the vast majority of business enterprises will find it difficult to increase their
expenditure operating within the current pricing framework. We are all aware that
in the majority of instances raw materials for the manufacturing sector or
merchandise for resale are invariably imported. Within recent times the business
community has been complaining about the lack of foreign exchange and there is
now the possibility of an emerging black market for US currency. In fact, it has
already emerged.

Let us now examine the implications for the national community, urban
nationals and especially the urban poor. This means that for business to survive
commercial enterprise must do one of three things: one is that they would increase
prices; two, they would reduce staff and thirdly, some businesses would close.
Reduced staff means reduced disposable income and higher unemployment.
Increased prices would result in a decrease in demand. Business closure means
further unemployment and even further reduced disposable income. The outlook
for Trinidad and Tobago with respect to unemployment and rising prices is crystal
clear.

The last PNM administration found this country with an unemployment rate of
over 20 per cent and after meticulous planning and the implementation of
appropriate economic prescriptions, we returned this country to sustainable
economic growth. They cannot doubt that. In a mere 3 years and 11 months we
were able to bring the unemployment rate to 16.5 per cent, as the full effect of our
policies were felt in the economy. We saw the unemployment rate going down
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even further. Indeed, our prediction was an unemployment rate of less than 10 per
cent by the year 2000, and many of course, scoffed at that. The current rate of
14.5 per cent is a direct result of our economic measures of the 19911995
period.

I wish to put this nation on notice that this wicked and nefarious Panday
coalition is about to squander the prosperous legacy we bequeathed to them. That
is not so much my concern as is the plight of the thousands of urban dwellers who
would be adversely affected by rising prices and unemployment. It is my prediction
that prices would go up and unemployment would go up in the urban areas in the
country. As these disastrous consequences occur, more nationals would be thrown
below the poverty line. Mr. Speaker, you would now realize that while the
successive PNM administrations occupied office, PNM policy ensured harmony and
equity in a socially stable climate for all citizens in the country.

I turn now to the Public Sector Investment Programme. The 1997 Public
Sector Investment Programme can at best be described as a colossal failure.
During the 1997 budget debate, the Minister of Finance and the Minister of
Planning boasted of planned expenditure of $1.75 billion on the development
programme, and outlined plans to implement a massive number of infrastructure
projects throughout the country, such as the Piarco Airport Development Project,
the National Library Building, the National Drainage and Flood Control
Programme, the National Highways Programme, the National Education Sector
Building Programme and the National Health Sector Building Programme.

In each instance, however, because of the ineptitude and incompetence of the
administration, the performance of the Government has been disastrous, and not
one of these much vaunted projects came to pass in any meaningful way in 1997.
The airport project which the Government boasted of completing in less than two
years was found to be riddled with corrupt practices by no less than a retired High
Court judge. The board of the Airports Authority was forced to resign, and work
on new contracts was suspended while supporters and financiers of the UNC, who
were found guilty of unethical conduct fought battles in court to demand their
pound of flesh from the Treasury.

The most amazing thing about the airport fiasco is the projected expenditure of
$100 million in 1997 which is shown on page 95 of the Development Programme
Expenditure Estimates under Head 43. What has this money been spent on? Where
did this $100 million go? It cannot be that contractors have been paid $100 million
to haul a couple truckloads of dirt at Piarco. The question that must be answered
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is: Did the Airports Authority make an illegal advance payment of $45 million in
1997 to rejected parties? We need to know. If so, can the Prime Minister give this
country the assurance that the $45 million would be repaid?

If on the other hand, the consultants at the airport, Birk-Hillman had been paid
their fees of $120 million up front, can the Prime Minister explain why these
payments have been made, when Justice Deyalsingh recommended termination of
the Birk-Hillman contract because of unethical conduct and collusion with
Galbaransingh? [Desk thumping]  [Interruption]  All of a sudden you have gone
silent. Or is this $100 million in imaginary expenditure at the airport designed to
create a slush fund for the UNC, or to pay some other creditor? Mr. Speaker, we
are justified in asking the question: Where has the money gone? [Desk thumping]

With this obscene pattern of expenditure and rape of the public purse, it is little
wonder that the present Government is subjected to more and more scrutiny by the
international financial institutions. As a result, the Public Sector Investment
Programme continues to be hamstrung and stillborn.

With regard to public buildings, despite all the “ole” talk about the
Government’s commitment to education and learning, the site of the national
library building remains an eyesore for yet another year while pumpkins continue
to grow in the overgrown foundation. It is a true testimony to the impotence of the
Minister of Planning and Development. Mr. Speaker, I assure you that from all
reports the word is very applicable. We are talking about expenditure.

Floods rose in central and south Trinidad in 1997 while only hot air emanated
from the Minister of Works and Transport and the Parliamentary Secretary with
regard to the implementation of the long overdue National Drainage and Flood
Control Programme. While road and highway infrastructure deteriorated
throughout the country in 1997, through neglect and inaction, the dismal
performance of the National Highways Programme was characterized by the
creation of a traffic bottleneck and traffic hazard on the Churchill Roosevelt
Highway by the PR-mad Minister of Works and Transport who, in his zeal to
create a distraction to hide his shame on the airports scandal, foolishly rushed in to
build three lanes of roadway to fit on a two lane bridge. Mr. Speaker, you should
go to see it. I invite all members of the national community to visit the Churchill
Roosevelt Highway to look at the bridge. There are six lanes, four lanes and six
lanes. It is a nice bottlenecked bridge.

For no justifiable reason, as traffic jams continued to cause loss of productive
man hours for yet another year, the much needed rehabilitation and extension of
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the Solomon Hochoy Highway was again deferred in 1997, while the Minister of
Works and Transport spent his time trimming his beard in Laventille.

In the education sector, yet another year was wasted while the Minister of
Education spent his time interfering with the printing of textbooks and causing
chaos in the school system. As a consequence, little if any work was done in the
building of new schools in 1997, as was the case in 1996. The irony of all this is
that in each case of these development programmes in drainage, highways,
education, public buildings and the airport, all the preparatory work had been
completed by the previous PNM administration to allow construction to commence
in 1996. The UNC had to simply follow through and implement the projects. Yet
two years have now passed and nothing has been achieved.

We hear weak and feeble excuses such as, “we needed to review the
programmes; we have experienced delays in project implementation and the
projects are taking longer than expected to get off the ground”. The moribund
Minister of Planning and Development bungles and fumbles his way from day to day,
uttering inane comments about the effect of “El Niño” current on the atmosphere,
and other absurdities, demonstrating conclusively why he was fired from the
Robinson government for incompetence in 1987 after serving only one day.

We now understand it. We did not understand it before, but it is crystal clear
now. The question remains, therefore, where in Trinidad and Tobago did this
Government spend $1,300 million in capital projects during 1997?

11.10 a.m.

While the IMF in its fund letter berated the under-performance of the Public
Sector Investment Programme in 1997, the Minister of Planning and Development
and the Minister of Finance attempt to convince us of their superior performance.

I turn now to business acumen. This Minister, who boasts about the business
acumen of his Government, has come up woefully short in his budget statement.
But then the Minister is talking about business acumen, UNC style.

When one turns a $400 million airport project into an $800 million project, and
the contract is awarded to one’s friend, that is business acumen. When one
arranges a contract for 100 Cherokee jeeps before the company is formed or with
irregular tendering procedures, that is business acumen. When one arranges a
$52.8 million payment from the Treasury for a wound-up insurance company so
that one’s friends can be paid $20 million—$25 million in excess, that is business
acumen, UNC style. When a commission of enquiry has concluded that the process
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of an award of contract is irregular and the Government places that new contract
under a particular minister in charge of the NIB, that is business acumen. When the
chairman of a political party could have his brother employed by WASA,
notwithstanding the ranking of the auditors, that is business acumen.

I cannot leave out my friend, the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources. When the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources can
have his school friend hired, despite all protestations about ranking, that, we
submit to you, is business acumen, UNC style. When the father of a minister
improperly lands a contract from his son’s ministry, business acumen overflows.
[Desk thumping]

Business acumen is instituting the export allowance for construction firms a
year ago, only to announce its complete removal, this year. That is business
acumen. Business acumen is reneging on Caricom’s agreement to reduce the
common external tariff to 20 per cent as at January 1, 1998, while, at the same
time, announcing the termination of the export allowance in the year 2000 when
under the World Trade Organization, Trinidad and Tobago has up to the year 2003
to maintain the allowance. That is business acumen. [Desk thumping]

Business acumen, Mr. Speaker, is listing 380 buildings as having been
maintained and upgraded by this coalition Government, while displaying ignorance
by chastising the PNM for failing the population, and completely overlooking the
fact that the 380 buildings they maintained were built by the PNM.

Listen to this one, Mr. Speaker! Business acumen is forgiving Guyana a further
US $52 million, which is TT $327.6 million in debt relief, in late November 1997,
which is over and above the debt relief provided by Trinidad and Tobago last year,
and the Minister of Finance comes to this Parliament and does not say one word
about it. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: I do not want to stop you in full flight, but I need to remind
Members that the excessive pounding on the desks has the effect of putting the
system out. It has happened before.

Mr. P. Manning: Mr. Speaker, you have stopped me in full flight, but I
understand. This sum of $327.6 million, which could have been available otherwise
for our poor and dispossessed: to build schools, to provide medicines for the
hospitals, to build community centres, to provide housing, to fix secondary roads,
to provide funding for self-help projects, is given to Guyana whose Minister of
Finance considers this a God-given entitlement from Trinidad and Tobago; and not
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a word of this in the budget. That is business acumen UNC style—help for Guyana,
neglect for our poor.

While the Minister attempts to paint a picture of hope under this coalition
administration, the reality is quite different. Let us look at economic performance!
There is growth of 3.6 per cent in 1994, rising to 3.8 per cent in 1995, our last
year in government, falling to 3.5 per cent in 1996 and falling further to 3.2 per
cent in 1997. That is their performance. In our case, there was growth of 3.6 per
cent in 1994 and 3.8 per cent in 1995. There was a fall to 3.5 per cent in 1996 and
3.2 per cent in 1997, and the Minister of Finance lumps it and talks about 6.7 in
two years. That is what he is trying to hide. There is no ethics, no integrity as he
tries to hide the declining rate of growth.

That is not all, Mr. Speaker. Within two years the coalition administration had
three permanent secretaries removed from the Ministry of Education. Within two
years, the coalition administration presided over the most vicious attacks on the
media ever witnessed in this country. Within two years, the First Citizens Bank
changed two chairmen because of political interference. In two years, this coalition
administration presided over blatant nepotism with lower rated applicants being
given the nod over first ranked persons. Not once did this happen, not twice, but
three times or even more.

Within two years, the coalition administration fired CEOs because they looked
PNM. Within two years, the Prime Minister has broken all records in foreign travel.
He has travelled more than any other Prime Minister between 1956 and 1995. He
has earned the distinction of the frequent flyer Prime Minister, and now he is going
to Mexico. I must tell you also that they do not report to Parliament. Parliament
has no idea what he achieves on these jaunts, but we have some questions coming
up. [Interruption]  To see what? Looking prosperous is the achievement. The
Prime Minister looks well.

Within two years the coalition administration began the process of dismantling
the freedoms enshrined in our Constitution by threatening our democracy, by
banning calypsoes, by curtailing public demonstrations and so forth.

Within two years, the coalition administration had increased Ministers’ housing
allowance from $1,000 to $5,000 per month, an increase of 400 per cent, while the
public service, whose collective bargaining agreement they boast as having
finalized, has to settle for 5 per cent over five years.

Within two years, two key state witnesses were murdered under the coalition
watch. Within two years, the coalition administration, which promised to address
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the crime situation, has displayed total impotence in dealing with the escalating
crime rate. It was as if the Minister of Planning and Development was in charge of
that, too.

Mr. Speaker, this list of the achievement of this coalition administration is not
exhaustive. Obviously, they are contending for the Guinness Book of Records. We
in the PNM will keep our feet planted firmly on the ground. We will continue to
view a budget as the business plan and blueprint of the government to enhance the
quality of life for all our citizens.

11.20 a.m.

In formulating such a document, we feel it is necessary to examine the nature
of the internal and external environment and analyze the country's competitive
position, review the effectiveness of current strategies and after this chart a course
formed by these analyses.

The 1998 budget failed in all areas in that it is weak in analysis, lacks direction,
fails to address the maintenance of law and order, the long-term viability of the
largest agricultural holdings under state controlCaroni (1975) Limitedpoverty,
small business and entrepreneurship and only gives the impression that it is
concerned with growth as a major objective. Clearly, if the Government wishes
growth, new opportunities need to be sought.

In the circumstances, we on this side cannot support the 1998 budget
submission as presented by the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism, and
recommend that this document be replaced by a new submission which would, in
fact, increase the levels of savings and generate investment, greater employment
opportunities, reduce poverty, and lay a foundation for sustainable economic
growth in line with global trends.

Mr. Speaker, no new taxes? It is more like no new ideas, no new initiatives, no
new hope.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I trust that I was not misunderstood when I
spoke about excessive thumping on the desks. I was not trying to suggest that one
should not thump the desk, but if it is excessive, there is a problem.

The Minister of Tobago Affairs (Dr. The Hon. Morgan Job): Mr. Speaker,
hon. Members on both sides of the House, it is not often that this august assembly
has the occasion to treat with sundry matters pertaining to economic development,
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fiscal policy and that of national interest, but the Appropriation Bill affords us such
an opportunity at least once a year.

I rise to support the submission of the Minister of Finance and Minister of
Tourism and, in so doing, I shall have to deal with the submissions of the Leader of
the Opposition which, I am of the opinion, were made in the pursuance of good
government, giving information to the public concerning all the matters which he
raised. I disagree with some of the things which were said especially with respect
to Caroni (1975) Limited so I shall start with that.

I am on record as saying that Caroni (1975) Limited is a sink-hole of
corruption. I do not think that is a matter for question. What people do not
understand and what I want to reinforce is that this has not been made so by Mr.
Panday, nor by anyone who is sitting on this side. It is a supremely important fact
which must be retained in the memory of all that are alive in Trinidad and Tobago
now, and those who are yet to be born.

I quote from Hansard November 28, 1997 which says:

"I do not have to say who was the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources when Dr. Kusha Haracksingh was chairman of Caroni (1975)
Limited."

The committee which was set up to prepare this Tripartite Agreement
recommended that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago treat the loan capital
of Caroni (1975) Limited amounting to $2.138 billion, more than $2,000 million,
as a subvention. What that means is that they wrote-off moneys that the
government in previous years gave to Caroni (1975) Limited.

In 1983 I had the good fortune to have served on a committee which dealt with
Caroni (1975) Limited, and while everyone was saying that ISPAT and BWIA and
all those state enterprises were the burden and millstone of this nation, in fact in
1983, because of the culture of endemic corruption in Caroni (1975) Limited the
debts were in excess of $2 billion at that time.

I have no problem in supporting the Opposition that Caroni (1975) Limited is a
matter of urgency with which this country has to deal. I think I said in my
presentation that this Prime Minister is an opportunist, not in the pejorative sense,
but in the sense that he understood that when one has an opportunity it must be
used and he has the opportunity which I am sure he is going to take because I am
in the Cabinet where these matters come up and I know where they are going, so
Caroni (1975) Limited will be dealt with, it has to be dealt with. We did not create
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it, Mr. Panday did not create it, Minister Kuei Tung did no create, Ramesh had
nothing to do with it, but they would have an opportunity to clean it up, and that is
the intention.

Mr. Speaker: For the sake of correctness, it is written in the Standing Orders
that one should refer to hon. Members in a certain way and I know that it sounds
familiar, but it is contrary to the Standing Orders.

Dr. The Hon. M. Job: My apologies, Mr. Speaker. The hon. Member for
Couva South. I would try to remember that. The national community must
understand that contrary to popular perceptions, Caroni (1975) Limited was not
created by the PNM—and I quote for jocularity—as the "Indian DEWD". So there
was a DEWD up here with which I shall deal and a DEWD down there which was
equally costly to the country and it is not true to assume as many are led do believe
that the only persons who benefited from the "Indian DEWD" were Indians because
these subtle, poignant misleading statements of the public mind are dangerous to
the national community in that it sets up persons to believe that this Government is
there to maintain the “Indian DEWD”. This is not true and I think I should move
into that right away.

On the question of URP, the Leader of the Opposition was at pains to inform us
that URP, like Caroni (1975) Limited, is nothing but a sinister plot to reallocate
resources from one set of persons in the national community to another defined set
of people. The Member for San Fernando East said that Sadiq and the Muslimeen
were united—[Interruption] I am sorry, the Minister of Works and Transport was
united with unsavoury characters and he is riding a tiger. Now they want to
dissociate themselves from that type of behaviour.

I want to quote at length because this question of URP can destroy this country
if it is not dealt with, the no hope protestations of the Leader of the Opposition
would have validity and merit. The way he uses it, it is without merit but if it is not
dealt with then there would be no hope.

I quote from a UWI publication Behind the Bridge, a UWI copyright 1997. On
page 126 it says:

“It is conventional wisdom in Trinidad and Tobago that the ‘Special
Works’ Project, which was originally  conceived as a way of defanging the
riotous urban underclass population, has been responsible for destroying the
work ethic in Laventille and in the country generally.”
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It goes on:

“Ironically, Dr. Williams was, publicly at least, opposed  to the policy of
requiring individuals to join the PNM in order to obtain project work. As he
told a Party convention in 1971, ‘we have only ourselves to blame for the
mess—specifically for our morbid obsession with what we sneered  at as
standpipe politics in 1956. The efforts to rationalise recruitment failed.
Everyone jumped in to try and get jobs for the boys and save his own seat.’”

Of course, Williams died and did not change it. It goes on:

“Over the years, however, project work, by whatever name or acronym it
became known—Special Works, Better Village, Development and
Environmental Works Division (DEWD), Labour Intensive Development
Programme (LIDP), Unemployment Relief Programme (URP) became integrally
linked with PNM party politics, which in its origin was supposed to be the
politics of planned development  rather than ‘parish pump’ or ‘standpipe
politics’...The Special Works Programme was however ‘standpipe’ politics
with a vengeance. ‘Work’ was given in exchange for votes. Such work was not
expected to last for a full day. One signed up for ‘work’, spent an hour or two
on the job site, and then retired for the day, in some cases to do another job if
that option was possible.”

Mr. Speaker, this is a litany of a cancerous disaster manufactured to keep a
certain calibre, caste, clique in power. This country can no longer afford this.

The hon. Member for Couva North, the hon. Prime Minister is a visionary in
the sense that he must understand what I am saying, that unless this monster can be
defanged and destroyed, we have no hope. This monster of which I speak has been
cultivated and nurtured by persons on the other side. It wants to link in the public’s
mind this mischievous description of the Government's removal of URP from the
Ministry of Works and Transport to the Ministry of Local Government as a
conspiracy to punish the people of Laventille and the East/West Corridor. It is
undermining the foundations of that mephistophelian mischief, that movement to
massacre and dishonour what has been carnalized by certain conmen and here is
how it is done.

I have here the Coroners (Amdt.) Bill where it is talking about persons who are
to investigate deaths and to find out if there was any abuse of law or whether
persons are to be charged with murder. There are a lot of cases which are piling up
and the Leader of the Opposition in his presentation said:



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997
[DR. THE HON. M. JOB]

238

“We thought we could kill two birds with one stone; we could provide a library
facility and all that went with that, but jobs would have been created
particularly in a part of our country where unemployment is high and if not
properly attended to, has the potential for creating social problems in Trinidad
and Tobago.

That point cannot be made too strongly. If my hon. Friends opposite believe
that by reducing the expenditure on the Unemployment Relief Programme at
this time of the year, they are saving money, all I can say to them is that they
would be well advised not to be penny wise and pound foolish.”

This has nothing to do with the Coroners Bill.

11.35 a.m.
However, it has been interjected as it has been today, surreptitiously, deviously

and tendentiously in order to animate that culture of rebellion, of lawlessness, to
use it as a way to blackmail the society into maintaining a vote bank for a certain
conspiracy. The then Speaker intervened. I quote from the Hansard when the
Speaker got up and said:

“Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member, what you are saying is sounding very interesting
to me. I do not want to stop you in your flight, but I want you to return to the
germ of the Bill.”

[Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Are you on a point of order? [Interruption] The Member is
asking the hon. Member to identify the document from which he is quoting, please.

Dr. The Hon. M. Job: I am quoting from hon. Patrick Manning’s contribution
on the Coroners (Amdt.) Bill, dated Friday, May 10, 1996. The Speaker intervened
and told him to start talking about the Coroners Bill. He told him that the debate
was about the Coroners Bill and the Member was talking about trying to get
persons from the Unemployment Relief Programme to riot.

Mr. Manning continues:

“The point I was about to make is that if the expenditure of URP is not
rectified in the short term, the demand for coroners in the country could easily
increase. Contrary to their view, it is not a threat. It is a recognition of a reality
which they do not seem to understand.”

Mr. Speaker, I understand that many persons are getting I’s in English and they
cannot write English. However, I am sure that even those persons are going to
understand what this means. This is a clear unadulterated, unambiguous incitement
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to riot! One does not have to be a genius or a Shakespeare scholar to understand
that. This is what the personnel from the University of the West Indies, the ISER
said that Special Works, by any name, was “parish pump” or “standpipe politics
with a vengeance.”

Mr. Speaker, it is good that the country understands that what this
Government and this Prime Minister are doing is for their benefit. It is to protect
the security of this state. This is not a question of punishing persons in Laventille
or Sea Lots; it is a question of doing what we can. Indeed, I will come to the point
where I am going to discuss this $25 million allocation for single mothers. All that
is part of the whole tapestry we have to look at.

I continue to quote:

“Project supervisors or foremen placed ghost workers on their lists...”

They are not talking about Mr. Panday, the hon. Prime Minister, Sir. They are
talking about the Government under the PNM:

“Project supervisors or foremen placed ghost workers on their lists or used the
list as a mechanism for extorting a share of the income or sexual favours.
Report after report all told the same story of abuse and waste of human and
material resources. The problem, however, was that both the ruling party, the
PNM, and the project workers had become addicted to the system.”

Mr. Errol Mahabir, a former Cabinet Minister sitting in this House did a report
in 1979. I am quoting what he said:

“The final selection for the 10 day work period was done usually under
intimidating conditions, and in such an ad hoc, casual manner that preference
and regularity of employment are given to the individual or members on the
Master List who can exert the most pressure or whose representatives have the
most influence.”

These days, and in times that we know about, they would come with a gun;
that is where the ghost lists are coming from. It is not invented by the Minister of
Works and Transport, the hon. Prime Minister or anybody here. Since in 1979 the
PNM knew that crime, corruption, theft, guns and murder were part of this failed,
nefarious, wicked system that they had developed. They want us to continue it. I
am saying, as I have said before I came here, I will not be in a Cabinet that is going
to carry on work as a matter of course. That is my position. The public knows this.
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I continue to quote from the document because it is important. It says:

“Project work thus became associated in the public mind with poor work
ethic”

The document is here, you can read it!

The question is that this Government—and I want to leave that to go on to the
question of single mothers—is interested in helping the people of this country, to
wean them away from all these kinds of destructive patterns of behaviour.

[MR DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I now refer to the single mothers matter. I want to put on
the record an article written by Dr. Hollis Liverpool dealing with single mothers.
However, before I deal with that, I wish to advise this honourable House on the
question of crime. I sat here and heard the hon. Leader of the Opposition mislead
this House into believing that after two years this Panday Administration—as the
hon. Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism called it—would solve crime.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I came here I pleaded, I begged, I cajoled, I
marched up and down this country, I gave lectures, and seminars, I did everything,
trying to get the Leader of the Opposition and persons who had power, to
understand that one cannot solve crime unless one deals with the family. I do not
mean mothers and fathers. I mean whatever set of circumstances into which
children—through no fault of their own—are put in the nurturing and formative
years of their lives. I said so! I said, too many times that everyone does not have to
be married. Even some of them who get married for reasons which are not their
own, would end up a single parent, either father or mother; one’s wife could die,
she could run off with another man, the husband could leave, or whatever. There
are reasons and the children are there so we all have to be concerned.

I was not about condemning single mothers or fathers, I was about dealing
with reality which they refused to do. They condemned and they incited persons.
At one time the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Bernard had to call and advise that
he had good enough information that my life was in danger. I did not ask him to
call me, he called and told me that. I remember one morning, sitting in a corporate
office with some persons who decided that they would blow up Ken Gordon’s
building if he did not stop the programme. They said they would do anything to
stop the programme. After the experience of persons saying, before my face, that
they would do anything—arson or murder—to stop that programme, when the
Commissioner of Police spoke to me I had to take him seriously.
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The thrust of my argument, Mr. Deputy Speaker was that if one had to deal
with the problems of the urban ghetto, one had to deal with education, and the
place to start was in the home.

I am now reading from a report which the former hon. Prime Minister would
have had. It is dated January 1994. The hon. Prime Minister would still have been
in Opposition at that time. It corroborates every single word that I was saying.

“The role of the education system as the major secondary agent of
socialisation...The committee observed that world wide, the noticeable trend
reflected in Trinidad and Tobago was that the education system was as
beleaguered as families as it strives to fulfill  its role.

Today more children are considered to be at risk for developing anti-social
behaviour than ever before. Many of these children are living and developing
in neighbourhoods where there are limited positive role models for
appropriate social behaviour”.

This document from which I quoted said: that the PNM, deliberately, as a matter of
policy, imposed ex-convicts, bandits, rapists, all kinds of human derelicts, as role
models. This report is saying that when persons are given that kind of role model,
what can one expect?

Many of these children are living and developing in neighbourhoods where
there are limited positive role models for appropriate social behaviour.

“Frequently, the only adults they see who are making a ‘decent’ living are
‘making it’ at illegal activities. The resultant problems due to student
frustration, unrealized expectations and low self esteem are visible within the
nation’s schools.”

11.45 a.m.

There are reports—as I speak to you now—that from primary schools there
are criminals. Children learn by imitation. It is no accident that everyone here
speaks English. It is not because we have a gene or there is some part in our brain
that says we could speak English. We were born and heard people speaking it; we
were hearing it in our mother’s womb. That is how we learn. We are natural
mimick men. Nature programmed us to be mimick men. So we mimick all who are
around us. Children are living in an environment where they see nothing lawful.
The whole environment is about lawlessness, hassle, crime and drugs. That is what
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they have learned, not because they have to be like that; not because they are
black. As a matter of being victims of that circumstance, and this Government
wants to change that. They oppose it; they must leave it so to please them, so they
would stay in power. I know what is going to happen, the Bible says, “To
everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under the heaven.”(Eccl
3:1 The time for them to stay in Opposition forever is now and ever. [Desk
thumping] Mr. Speaker, that is what it is all about. Never want to talk the truth. I want
to put this entire article into the Hansard. This is from the Sunday Express of August
07, 1994. This is not Dr. Morgan Job, this is Mr. Hollis Liverpool. And he says:

“I attended the funeral of Paula Butler, the Mucurapo Senior Comprehensive
schoolgirl who was raped and killed in her bedroom last week, and as the
ceremony of sad hymns, sighs and intermittent loud cries took place at
Laventille, my mind inevitably went back to the classroom at Mucurapo and
the many unpleasant experiences these schoolgirls undergo.

The public sees them in their beautiful uniforms of maroon and cream, their
faces lit, their piercing eyes demonstrating eagerness to learn, their sagging
book bags filled, their rows of plaited hair glistening with vaseline and their
bodies bathed in perfume. To the public at large, these are schoolgirls—
innocent, pure, young, gifted, and untainted; they are tomorrow’s leaders,
tomorrow’s adults.

Little do the passers-by know the weight of sexual woe these little,
innocent, young minds secretly carry;  little do our citizens know the tortures
most of these maroon-clad lasses have been through; little do they know how
daily our schoolgirls suffer at the hands of our schoolboys and adult men in
society. I, however, unlike the public at large, have come to know. Because of
who I am (Chalkdust) and the nature of the subjects I teach (Caribbean History
and Social Studies), and because, too, of my years of experience and my
teacher-training, girls have come to me with stories that would make a priest in
confession cringe, get up and run straight to the Commissioner of Police.

These little innocents are subjected to all kinds of rape, sexual assaults,
sexual abuses, physical abuses and even forced prostitution. When it is not
their fathers who are sexually abusing them, it is their stepfathers who are
sexually taking advantage of their poverty or economic plight; when it is not
their mothers who are forcing them to give away their virginity for a few pieces
of silver, it is their brothers who are setting them up for their male friends, in
what is commonly referred to as a ‘poonchay’.”
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It goes on—a litany of obscenity. Mr. Speaker, that is what causes crime.

One cannot expect the UNC Government to change this culture in two years.
That is madness! [Desk thumping]  You come here talking and inciting people into
rebellion. This Prime Minister and I have never said that you do not need to be
compassionate. Compassion is the surest mark of civilization, of rising above the
beast and any government that is going to let old innocent people starve to death,
is a government that promotes barbarism and this is not what this Government is
about. This Government in this budget has decided what they never thought about.
To give to old people who have not yet reached retirement age, and who have,
nonetheless, disabilities: one might be blind or incapacitated in some way; one
might be 40 years old and suffering from high blood pressure and the heart is
weak; one might have had a stroke and cannot work and it is not their fault. This
Government in this budget said that they are going to get relief. This Government
is a compassionate Government. This Government is a government to maintain all
those high moral standards of decency that they are complaining about. So that the
question of saying that we over here are not concerned about the urban poor has
nothing to do with the truth.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to assure you that the problems I refer to, are not
something that we have to live with. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I say this as a
clarification because I know that when the hon. Minister of Finance gives a budget
speech he does not give all the details and people have been meeting me on the
streets saying: “So the Government wants to give $25 million to subsidize people
who are making unwanted children.”  This is not what the Government is saying;
the Government is saying that there is a reality to be dealt with, and I am sure that
those persons—as the programme unfolds—would understand that we want to lift
the level of everyone in the society. When somebody in olden times said, “a rising
tide lifts all boats” the opposite of that is a tide that is sinking is going to leave all
the boats on the bank. Whether you believe in total quality or not, if you want to
lift this country you have to lift everybody. That is what we are talking about. 

Therefore, we have to deal with all aspects of the problem including, all those
young men, whether they are in uniform or not—you know I have a way of
speaking plainly. I do not know that I should not repeat what I said on a radio
programme I used to have. If these people so care, there are laws in this country
having to do with statutory rape, why do they not impose them?

Last night, from the internet, I took down a summary of Findings In The
Personal Responsibility and Opportunity Act of 1996. This is an Act where the
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United States Government is moving to reappraise all the welfare programmes.
This summary of findings—I am talking about an effective strategy to combat
teenage pregnancy—which must address the issue of male responsibility, including
the culpability and prevention of statutory rape. I hope that everybody in this
country is listening to me because these are the issues that I have been raising for
decades. They would not listen—as though I am a crazy man walking up and down
Trinidad cursing people, which is not the truth. As a matter of fact, here we are
today—because people never wanted to attack the problem: they would rather
keep it the way it is because there were benefits to be had from doing that.

Page 2 says:

“An effective strategy to combat teenage pregnancy must address the issue
of male responsibility, including statutory rape culpability and prevention. The
increase of teenage pregnancies among the youngest girls is particularly severe
and is linked to predatory sexual practices by men who are significantly older.”

That is what the Mighty Chalkdust is referring to. That is what we have to deal
with; that is what the PNM never dealt with; that is what this Government is
committed to deal with. To do all those things that are necessary to raise the level
of living to give those children a better opportunity. I cannot go through the whole
long list of what we have to do here, but some of that would come up in the
discussions in the Cabinet and in the implementation of that programme.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, they talk about culture and I have this opportunity to use
this forum the way I could not use any forum before, to impress on the public mind
that what the Leader of the Opposition is talking about is out of intellectual
bankruptcy. Culture is not the same thing as performing arts. He comes in to the
Parliament and says the budget has nothing to do with culture and proceeds
immediately to talk about a performing arts centre. Mr. Speaker, would I be
permitted to, please—I listened carefully. Culture is not the same thing as
performing arts. This is the disaster that every PNM government has imposed on
this country since 1956, setting up a Ministry of Culture and all they are about is
teaching little children to “wine” like a dog and “jook” like a hog. That is all they
are doing. That is culture. That is not culture, Mr. Speaker. That is part of the
explanation, they are little children and whether they could read or write; you are
there inciting them.

11.55 a.m.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I plead guilty to having said that all the people—whether

they are police or teachers—who said that Abu Bakr should have killed Mr.
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Robinson, were swine. I said so. I plead guilty to having said so, and I repeat it
now. If they understood what I was saying, we would not have the problem that
we have with Mr. Des Vignes' picture at the back of us.

As I am on this question of culture, and those on the other side are raising this
issue of swine, “jammette” and “jaggerbat”, let us deal with the question with
which the country has to deal. We must see culture as all those values, attitudes,
beliefs, rituals, ambition or lack of ambition. Culture is much more than calypso,
panorama and steelband. I am not the one to censure anyone. I have spent more
time than most people in this country educating people, trying my best to share
with them the understanding that freedom of speech is a necessary foundation of
civilization. All of those things are a function of capitalist development.

I am not to censure “Bottom in the Road”. I have never heard anyone in
Cabinet say that they censured it, or any other calypso. I want this honourable
House to tell me that with respect to calypso, with respect to culture, we should
have children in primary schools hearing this kind of thing. After 1990, this is what
children had to hear. We all wanted the system changed, but we had a better
way—not for someone to start something, then do the job half way.

Another Calypsonian said:

“If Abu Bakr had shot and wiped out the whole Cabinet, he would not have
been jailed, he would have been here tonight.”

They went on and on, inciting people to pray for Abu Bakr. What I am saying is
that we have a responsibility. Those on the other side are trying to disturb me from
sharing with the public these necessary insights into the destructive nature of a
subculture that supports the PNM.

They tell little children that it is a good thing to commit murder as a political
action, when there was no evidence in this country from the former Prime
Minister, now President, or anybody else, that there would not have been elections
in 1991. How can one commit that kind of sacrilege, that kind of violent
incitement? With so many little children in this country being misled by false role
models, I hear people in this very House threaten to fight people, “Come out here
and I will buss your mouth! Meet me on the road!”  That is inside this Parliament.
That is the example they are setting for the youths.

Dangerous, devious, deceitful, evil and wicked. Mephistophelian role models!
That is what they are! No good at all. No good as parents, politicians, role models.
Disaster!
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We have to understand that when we are talking about culture, we have to
delink culture from all that we are saying about performing arts. We have to
change the culture. We have to make people understand that there are legitimate
ways to change a government, and killing people is not one of them.

I am reading for you from Essays in constitutional Law by R.F.V Houston.
Chapter 6 deals with civil disorder. No civilized society can survive if one allows
people to believe that any time they get vexed they must riot. It cannot work. One
puts life at jeopardy. One puts property in jeopardy and creates the kind of
incentives for expected disorder that does not protect property and so, investors
would flee the country. That is what they are doing. They are inciting people to
burn. I remember William Lloyd Garrison:

“Unless we tread on the cinders of a national conflagration, we will not believe
in the combustability of the Republic.”

Maybe they want another 1990. That is what they are inciting.

I want to say without apology that I am quoting from my book, Think Again,
Copyright, 1991.

Mr. Imbert: Whose book is it?

Dr. The Hon. M. Job: The author is a certain Morgan Job. [Laughter]  Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, before I get back to Essays in Constitutional Law, I want to
carefully quote from page 61 for these Members to hear, because I am committed
to what I have said before. I have spent a lot of my time reading the annals of
Greece and Rome, the Bible and such documents, and this paragraph I am quoting
here is a synthesis, a distillation of those ideas. I quote from my book:

“Our Strategic Doctrine for National Security must be built on the
foundation of one inescapable fact: our State, the Leviathan of Thomas
Hobbes, must be determined to kill people. There must be no doubt in anyone's
mind that our State is irrevocably aligned against any threat, against every
threat; and every citizen (our person and our property) must be much more
secure the more it is understood (and believed) that our state is willing to
protect itself by terminating all agents dedicated to its subjugation by force.”

That is history, whether in Greece, Rome, Russia, the United States, wherever one is.

One cannot be fermenting the idea in people's minds that they have a right to
sedition, to loot and burn, to civil disorder. These people are talking about how
this Panday administration is going to push them into a tyranny. No, Mr. Deputy
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Speaker. From ancient times, societies had to protect themselves against
lawlessness.  In the common law system we have inherited from England, this is an
ancient idea, preventative justice. In chapter 6 of Essays in Constitutional Law it
says:

“It has long been a principle of the common law that preventive justice should
be given a wide scope.”

This is not written by the Member for Couva North. This is coming out of
England. We are inheritors of those English ideas and traditions. It goes on to talk
about obstruction of the highway, miscellaneous statutory power, civil action for
trespass, civil or criminal proceedings for nuisance, power to prohibit or control
processions, prosecution for common law misdemeanors, and so forth. It talks
about the Riot Act. We do not have the Riot Act. It was in 1714. Nobody bothers
with that much more. Constructive treason. They, in their ignorance, are leading
the public to believe that every move this Government makes to make this state
secure is a move toward a tyranny. That is not true.

This Minister of Finance has just given a budget and said he is planning to
spend a paltry less than $12 billion. Any Colombian mafia drug leader could throw
that away behind a new project. We do not have money to defend ourselves
against these people. We have to have rules and laws that are equal to the
circumstances in which we exist. We do not live in a world of dreams and fantasy,
misleading people into one's particular nebulous vision of necromancy, putting a
dragon on top of the Red House. That kind of obeah politics, a descent into
nastiness! Instead of leading people by idea, they go in the middle of the night and
take taxpayers' money and use resources to lift a model of art, to put a corbeau on
top. I want the dragon back on the Red House. I have said so before. Since that
corbeau has been up there, untold evil has descended on this country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, they want to make a joke out of what I am saying, but
what I am saying is serious. There are people killing children in the name of obeah.
There are people believing in palm reading, and every night people dreaming the
“mark”. They all lose, but they are still dreaming the mark. We have a society
steeped in obeah and necromancy, and we had a Government in this country dedicated
to people believing in obeah and necromancy. We have to change the culture.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. G. Singh]

Question put and agreed to.
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Dr. The Hon. M. Job: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are talking about culture.
Culture is about who does business and who does no business. This Government is
dedicated again to changing the culture with respect to the ownership of assets.
What we had in Trinidad and Tobago, coming out of colonialism, was a kind of
narrow-minded, provincial status understanding of business.

The state took it upon itself to believe that part of that POPPG conspiracy
which they said resurfaced as the ONR was to keep certain sections of the
population out of business. That was about culture, because many people went
into the state sector believing that was Nirvana, the place to get the vertical
promotion, to get assets to make one equal to competitors. It was destructive and
disastrous, because, as I said about children, they learn by imitation, and if all they
saw was people working as public servants or in a state sector which was tied by
an umbilical cord to the Treasury, if one saw that, one wanted to do that. One has
to change that culture.

This question of pension schemes and the revision of pension schemes is
integrally, and inextricably, entwined with the idea of changing the culture of
Trinidad and Tobago to make it appropriate to living in a global economy in the
age of Internet and capital markets that have no borders. One has to change the
ideas and the culture.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, over the years I have been a protagonist of these ideas
which are coming to fruition now. I have before me a document by José Piñera
who was instrumental in imposing the Chilean Private Pension Savings Account in
1981. I was following that up. I understood what was going on and kept talking
about it. Nobody would listen.

The Leader of the Opposition made it out to be that privately funded pension
schemes are going to do a great deal of harm to workers. That is not true at all. All
over the world, they are trying to imitate the Chilean example. Mexico has just
passed a law allowing them to do as Chile. Peru, Argentina, and the Soviet Union,
even China. Some months ago, the Chinese Government sent a delegation to Chile
to investigate how their scheme works.

12.10 p.m.
I have documents here—again, I cannot go through all, I do not have enough

time—to explain that in the United States they are struggling with the same idea,
and I want to quote from Mr. Piñera’s statement: “In Chile we set three basic rules
for transition.” That is the transition from pay-as-you-go pension scheme, which is
a way to bankrupt future generations.”
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[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

Mr. Speaker, in the Minister of Finance’s budget speech he pointed out to us
that by the year 2000 we will be spending more than $1 million on paying old age
pensions, paying the pensions of policemen, teachers and public servants. One does
not have to be a mathematical wizard, one does not have to be a Ramlusion or an
Einstein to understand that in short order, the children and grandchildren of this
country will be enslaved to paying pensions. I am reading from my notes here.

“In Chile we set three basic rules...

1. The Government guaranteed those already receiving a pension that their
pensions would be unaffected by the reform. This rule was important because
the social security authority would obviously cease to receive the contributions
from the workers who moved to the new system. Therefore the authority
would be unable to continue paying pensions with its own resources.
Moreover, it would be unfair to the elderly to change their benefits or
expectations at this point in their lives.

2. Every worker already contributing to a pay-as-you-go system was given
the choice of staying in that system or moving to the new PSA system...

3. All new entrants to the labor force were required to enter the PSA system.
This door was closed to the pay-as-you-go system because it was
unsustainable. This requirement assured the complete end of the old system
once the last worker who remained in it reaches retirement age (from then on,
and during a limited period of time, the government has only to pay the
pensions to retirees of the old system).”

Mr. Speaker, since the Chilean system started operating in May, 1981, the
average return on investment has been 12 per cent per year, more than three times
higher than the anticipated yield of 4 per cent. The consequences of that is that
Chile is the single country in South America that is not in the throes of an
economic crisis. There is a booming stock market, they are doing very well and
unemployment is down to 5.5 per cent. All that because there is a fund of assets
privately managed. They set up laws and institutions that will ensure that there is
no corruption.

When the Leader of the Opposition—I noted it here—was talking he said what
we need to make Trinidad the centre of finance in the Caribbean is more
information. That is not what we need. We need, more than anything, that kind of
controlled system and the legal infrastructure to take out those conmen. You see,
this picaroon society in which we live nourishes and nurtures an environment for
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the flourishing of O'Hallorans, of Sam P. Wallace scandals, of houses before
horses, we have lived with that. One calypsonian, who is a devotee of the PNM,
sang a calypso, ‘Soca corruption, “if they say ah thief and ah gone Miami, is meh
damn business”. That whole calypso, encouraging people to believe that, “So what
if I thief”.

What we need, more than anything, is to set up that regulative environment
that will save the people from the possibility of the rapacity of the culture of
“bobol” in this country. That is what we need and this Government is setting about
doing that. We are on the right path. We are on the path of getting people to
understand that Pay-as-you-go pension schemes is a recipe for economic death and
disaster. It cannot be sustained.

I have another document, the Demas Report, they call it “the Report of the
task force appointed by the Cabinet to formulate a multi-sectoral development
plan for Trinidad and Tobago1983.”  It talks about the same issue that the
public finances of this country cannot sustain wages that bore no relationship to
productivity. What that is saying is that much of the increases that we had before
1986, during the oil boom, were patronage, sinecures, ways to bribe people to stay
in a certain bantu style, a certain vote bank, it had nothing to do with productivity.
But pensions are determined by the last salary one got, the range one is in. This
thing is increasing at an exponential rate, there is no saving; public or private, to
sustain it. A time is going to come when one is totally bankrupt, which is where we
were in 1986 and fast will get there if this Government does not stop that process
by doing what any sensible person must do; adjust to new circumstances. That is
the nature of survival, one has to adjust to new circumstances and the Pay-as-you-
go pension system cannot be sustained.

Mr. Speaker, that issue of pensions is linked, again, to some misunderstandings
of the Leader of the Opposition with respect to the question of saving and
investment and the exchange rate.

The exchange rate is not something that is controlled by the Prime Minister or
the Minister of Finance. There is a law in this country called the Central Bank Act
and it specifically states what the Central Bank must do. I myself have publicly
stated that when a former Minister of Finance wrote that Act he was not in
possession of a sufficiency of ideas equal to our needs. So that much of what they
said that the Central Bank should do, it cannot do. In fact, they have adjusted to
that reality and the Central Bank no longer tries to use monetary policies to boost
employment. They use monetary policies to maintain macro economic stability,
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which is all they can do. The exchange rate is not an instrument available to the
Prime Minister or the Ministry of Finance, willingly, capriciously to determine, in
order to make some people happy, to make other people sad. It is not so. The
exchange rate is a manifestation of underlying realities that are outside of the
control of the Minister of Finance.

Many of those underlying realities have to do with the culture that is sustained
by pay-as-you-go pension schemes and other kinds of fiscal policies, which were
the forte of the PNMthat culture of tax and spend, that culture of incitement. I
have travelled to many countries in the world and to continents; I have read many
books and I know of no country that did what the PNM did in the oil boom years.
Every Christmas you getting a backpay. I know of no country like that, every
Christmas, “bahoot”, “bahoot”, “macro” backpay. It could not be sustained! That
engendered a kind of culture where people felt that they were entitled to buy new
cars, to go to New York for holidays, to live a certain kind of way; they were not
entitled to save because the government is supposed to feed them. That culture of
entitlement. Nobody in this country must feel entitled to live off the sweat and
labour of another person. That is an entitlement to banditry, to parasitic existence.
That is not entitlement enshrined in the Constitution of this country.

Mr. Speaker, before I leave, I have to use this opportunity to deal with another
important aspect of the contribution of the honourable Member over there.
Language is one of the most powerful tools in the possession of a human being.
Language, the words we use. Hitler did not cause the Holocaust, the Holocaust
was caused by ideas, frying millions of people, in the end something like 50 million
people died. In Rwanda, in three weeks, one set of black people, the Hutus, killed
a next set. At the end of it some said 600,000; who cares whether it is 600,000 or
one million? It was all done by incitement, by using words. All over the world we
have that; in Sri Lanka, India, that is a human condition. History is replete with
examples of the mischief of the tongue  The book of James, chapter two or three
talks about the mischief of the tongue, how it is a small member and how a big ship
can be steered by a helm. It goes on to say one can put a bridle in a horse’s mouth
and guide it, but nobody can control the tongue. The tongue will burn the whole of
the universe. This is what we are experiencing here. People are subtly, subliminally
inciting people into racial hatred. I have been on record, and I want to repeat that
we are all blameworthy in this regard.

Mr. Speaker, there is no evil, no necessary malice in identifying with your
group. The question of being a Hutu or a Tootsie, a Hindu or a Christian, a
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Presbyterian, a Tobagonian or Trinidadian, being a Member of the UNC, the
question of ethnicity has to be clearly separated from the need for affirmative
action. Mr. Speaker, if you read the Constitution—and I am sure you do, you have
to be versed in it to be sitting in the Speaker’s chair—it clearly guarantees equal
opportunities for everybody here. Since I have been in the Cabinet, I have heard
nothing said, and I will tolerate nothing said or done to subvert the equity
principles in the Constitution, the right to equal protection under the law. Mr.
Speaker, what I am hearing, and I have heard before I came here, are these subtle
incitements to reinforce in some people's minds. This goes on on both sides. We
are all guilty, as I say, but we have to be responsible enough to do those things
which will save us the trauma of that kind of barbarism where people will line up
and gang up against each other on account of race.

There is no question in my mind that one of the traumatic consequences of
1995 was the fact that many people in the society had become accustomed to the
idea of who we will put, there will never be an Indian Prime Minister. I have said
and I will repeat it here, I am not really worried about any Indian or so-called
Indian being Prime Minister, I am concerned about what he is doing. If the Indians
could not tell me what they want to do I am against them, and if the current Prime
Minister is not doing those things that I think are in the interest of this country you
know where I stand on that.

Mr. Speaker, I have a document here before me that was not produced by Mr.
Panday. It is entitled Ethnicity and Employment Practices in Trinidad and
Tobago. It is a condemnation of everything they are talking about. I want to read
for you, because, unless these things are put into the Hansard record many people
would not have believed it. I am reading from Employment Practices in the Public
Sector, Executive Summary and Recommendations, (xii):

“The major objective of the investigation into employment practices in the
public sector was to determine the ethnic composition of the Public Services,
to account for such differential mobility rates within them as there were, and to
make recommendations.

One of the major findings of the investigation was the tendency for Indians
to be heavily under-represented at the higher reaches of the Public Sector,
particularly in the Central Public Services. There are no doubt historical and
cultural factors which explain this imbalance. Its persistence into the present is,
however, also due to the operation of the seniority principle and to the possible
influence of the political will in appointments beyond a certain range.”
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Mr. Speaker, we might say the absence of political will to deal with those
consequences that the writer claims are of a historical nature. It goes on:

“It was found also that where merit and technical criteria must prevail,
as in the Judicial and Professional Sectors, Indians were more than
adequately represented. Indians have achieved parity at the clerical level
but as one ascended the ladder of promotion, their promotions declined
considerable. This was however more true of the Central Services than of
the Public Enterprises Sector.

However, it was discovered that in two areas, namely in the Police
Service and in the Nursing Service, at the level of Nursing Assistants,
appointments have been a topic of ethnic controversy.

It was also striking that certain sections of the Public Services were
regarded as the preserves of one group or the other. Competition for such
preserves and for what were regarded as lucrative or strategic sections of
the Public Services often degenerated into ethnic rivalries.

In the case of the Public Enterprises Sector,... Of the seventeen
companies studied, only five had a reasonable representation of Indo-
Trinidadians. Six had no Indo-Trinidadians on their Boards, while on the
remainder, they were under-represented. Four companies had Indo-
Trinidadians as Chairmen. In only six of the Companies investigated could
it be said that Indo-Trinidadian representation at management level was
adequate; and in five companies race was identified as a factor influencing
promotions.”

Mr. Speaker, this is not a document produced by the UNC Government, this
was produced in 1992 by the Centre for Ethnic Studies, and suppressed. Except
for myself and a few other people who collect  these things, nobody knows about it.

I remember Keith Smith writing an article and saying that—I think it was
1968when some people went to play tennis at the Hilton and could not get to
play, a commission was set up by the then Government, headed by Chief Justice
Georges and he was affronted by what he saw as the composition of the staff at
certain places like the Central Bank. If he goes to the Central Bank and Unit Trust
today, he will still be ashamed by what he sees.

12.25 p.m.

This is not the doing of the UNC Government. We have to be fair. I am not
saying there are not Indians in this country who are racists and they might even be
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in Cabinet. I do not know. I have not seen the manifestation of their racism. This
document is a condemnation of the very thing for which these people are trying to
blame this Government. This is not a UNC document but one produced by the PNM

in 1992. The country must understand that. That kind of Mephistophelian darkness
and nastiness must not be allowed to pollute the political atmosphere in this
country. It can lead to decadence. It has already led to a sufficiency of decay.

Mr. Speaker, this budget has focussed the minds of this country on some
fundamentals. A budget ought not to be about regaling the public with statistics. I
remember when I was doing a PhD in Economics, we had a whole set of lectures
on aggregation bias, the question of how much of the data that you have is wrong
and how overtime you look at trends and tendencies. When you talk about
investments you are talking about tendencies and investments as a function of the
interest rate, preference and culture. All these things are dealing with culture.
Preferences are about culture.

Some people want to collect public service assets while some want to sell
doubles. You want to lean up as a security guard, 10 years after somebody
probably shoot you already; the other fellow selling doubles is a millionaire. That is
culture! It is not predetermined. If you go to Africa—I used to live there—the
Ebos are black people. You cannot see an Ebo as different from a Yoruba or an
Hausa-Fulani and tell them apart; you do not know. Nobody here will know that. I
might, because I lived there and I know that, or a Kikuyu from A Luo. But
because of their culture you find that the Ebos have been called the Black Jews,
likewise the Kikuyus. All over West Africa you have that problem.

J. J. Thomas wrote this in the late 19th century or just after the middle 19th
century right here in Trinidad; he said that among the people in Trinidad, of the
tribes that they knew here, the Congos, the Mandingos, the Yoruba and the Ebos,
the Congos were the most lazy. It is written in Froudacity. I did not write it; J.
J.Thomas was here living among them.

People do not understand that in the 19th Century most of the African
population in Trinidad and Tobago were not slaves or descendants of slaves, but
people who were picked up by the British in the Atlantic Ocean in the bight of
Biafra and landed here. At Laventille they were there. Many of the people here are
Yoruba people who were saved by the British. J. J. Thomas is saying that already there
were these kinds of cultural differences which determine different kinds of outcome.

The Minister of Finance comes from a culture in which you see ethnic
minorities, Chinese in South East Asia, Trinidad and Jamaica. They do certain
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kinds of things. When I was at QRC there were many Chinese in my class. After
1970 when certain things happened, they all migrated, they packed up their tents
and left. I remember one fellow telling me that anytime you see Chinese leaving a
country, you had better leave too. [Laughter].

On the question of Syrians, they burnt town and all the Syrian stores, what has
happened? The Syrians during the 70s—those who stayed—packed up. Every
dollar they earned they packed 50 cents in Miami. Exchange rates in Trinidad and
Tobago depreciated, so that means that their dollar values went up there.
Therefore, when they burnt the Syrian businesses, they took some of the money
and brought it back here and rebuilt the buildings 10 times bigger. They took over
Port of Spain and the people who burned it down are still there and looking to
burn it next time, after being incited.

That is the problem we have to deal with, culture. It is not a question of race
or genetics. It is a question of culture. This Minister of Finance and this Prime
Minister, I am on their side. I am loyal to their purposes because their purposes are
mine. [Desk thumping]  I have spent all my life being opposed by those people.
They closed my radio programme and did everything to starve me out. They closed
down a whole radio station just to prevent me from talking—

Mr. Hart : "Yuh lucky yuh get a work in the Bomb".

Dr. The Hon. M. Job:—and for trying to get them to do the things being
done by this Prime Minister and this Minister of Finance. That is the whole
problem! They do not want to change the culture because keeping these people
lassoed onto that kind of hell hole—Derek Walcott wrote a poem about that,
Laventille. On page 85Mr. Speaker, this was written so very long agotalking
about these people:

"where the inheritors of the middle passage stewed,

five to a room, still clamped below their hatch,

breathing like felonies,

whose lives revolve round prison, graveyard, church.

Below bent breadfruit trees

in the flat, coloured city, class

escalated into structures still,

merchant, middleman, magistrates, knight.
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To go downhill from here was to ascend.

The middle passage never guessed its end.

This is the height of poverty

for the desperate and black;"

Mr. Speaker, all that, this country has endured it for too long and nothing will
change if you do not do what Minister Kuei Tung and the Prime Minister are
doing.

I quote one other poem to show you the perversity and Mephistophelian
destructiveness of the people who do not want $25 million to go towards helping
single mothers to change their culture so that they would be able to train their
children to get out of that vicious, violent, poverty trap. That decadence that has
become the norm and has structured the perceptions of generation after generation
of little children powerless to escape the fiefdom and fiendish desert [Laughter]
that the PNM has created for these people. This is also a poem by Derek Walcott,
at page 147 of the book, My Strangled City:

"I enclose in this circle of hell,

in the stench of their own sulphur of self-hatred,

in the steaming, scabrous rocks of Soufrière,

in the boiling pustular volcanoes of the South,

all o' dem big boys, so, dem ministers,

ministers of culture, ministers of development,

the green blacks, and their old toms,

and all the syntactical apologists of the Third World

explaining why their artists die,

by their own hands, magicians of the New Vision.

Screaming the same shit.”

And at page 246:

the academics crouched like rats

listening to tambourines,

jackals and rodents feathering their holes
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hoarding the sea-glass of their ancestors' eyes

sea-lice, sea parasites on the ancestral sea-wrack

whose god is history. Pax"

You know about capitalism, slavery and history.

Who want a new art,

and their artists dying in the old way

Those whose promises drip from their mouth like pus."

That is the problem of culture the problem that this budget is dealing with is
culture, not the performing arts. [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: I determine whether time is up. This would be a good note on
which we would suspend the House until 2.00 p.m.

12.33 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

2.00 p.m.: Sitting resumed:

Dr. The Hon. M. Job: Mr. Speaker, there is a convergence in this country
that we need to recognize. This is not about Indians or Africans. Tobago has
become host to most of the morbidities that we have associated with Trinidad.
AIDS is being seen as a major problem in Tobago, not because it is higher than in
Trinidad, but because it is more reported in Tobago. In Tobago incest is a
problem. It is not because Tobagonians have a particular proclivity for incest, but
because it is a small society you learn about it very quickly. Incest is an Indian
thing in Trinidad, it is a thing in the East/West Corridor. We have been denying it.
In Tobago we have moves afoot to deal with all that. I want to re-emphasize again,
we have these cultural convergences which are clear indications that we are having
a more homogeneous society. We are probably having national unity in perversity
and crime. I do not want to support that, but that is the reality.

Mr. Speaker, I want to remind the people over there that many of them
opposed Mr. Robinson when he was Prime Minister trying to build a runway and
airport in Tobago. I remember, I think it is Omar Khayyam who said:

“The moving finger writes, and having writ moves on; nor all thy piety nor wit
can lure it back to erase half a line; nor all the tears wash out a single word of it.”

We have to remember these things. Even if Tobago does not seem to be
getting $1 billion in the PSIP for next year, I, in my capacity, have been putting up
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proposals. I know that the Government is actually considering proposals to build a
school in Tobago to train people in all those careers that have to do with
developing the tourist industry and the development of Tobago. I am sure that it is
going to come to some favourable fruition. The integration of the needs of Tobago
to the national community is being addressed and I think the national community
and Tobagonians in particular need to know that. I would like to re-emphasize
what I have always said, we in Trinidad spent $60 million to $80 million—I do not
know how much—which left us with more problems than we had. Therefore, I
kept repeating in my campaign in Tobago—I was there two weeks ago telling the
people in Market Square, “you do not develop any country, not Japan or anywhere
else, merely by spending money; you have to change the culture.”

This budget, Mr. Speaker, is about culture. It is about changing the investment,
savings and business culture and culture generally with respect to pensions, savings
and so forth. In Tobago they are doing very well in education. At Bishops they
won a national scholarship last year, two students tied for the CXC. I remember
when people over there were saying year after year, for decades that we are 97 per
cent literate I went on the radio and said if indeed we are 97 per cent literate the 3
per cent is in the Cabinet. There is a document here, while they were saying we
were 97 per cent literate, which was asking how literate are we. It is report on IEA
Reading Literacy Study conducted in Trinidad and Tobago from 1987 to 1992.
They had this document while they were talking this nonsense. I quote from page
67. It links back to the way this Government is trying to change culture and crime.
It says:

“Furthermore, the intimate relationship between reading failure and crime can
no longer be disputed. There is available and substantial unexplored scope for
research in this area.

Correcting the blatant imbalance and injustice in reading curriculum and
supervision which has been ignored and kept in subjection for far too long a
period. Meanwhile, the problem of illiteracy in our schools continues at a rapid
pace to take its cancerous course in incapacitating the potency of the delivery
in all other subject matter areas.”

This document also says that there is no question that illiteracy is linked with crimeI
quoted from another document which said that. All these problems are manifested in
Tobago. The Tobago House of Assembly Act now gives Tobagonians the right of
devolution in respect of education. This is one aspect where they can take initiatives
on their own, consistent with national policy, so that we can deal with these things.
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I want to say again that the Tobago situation is being looked at very carefully,
consistently and continuously. They are trying to make an issue of what they
consider to be the UNC Government’s neglect of Tobago. There is no truth in that
statement in any form or fashion. When I was listening to the Leader of the
Opposition this morning, I was reminded of what I did at school. They used to
teach us Aesop fables. We used to hear about Greek and Greece and Rome, my
ancestors, the Hebrews. We used to study all these things. They abandoned all that
and this illiteracy that we are talking about that creates the environment and
ambiance for crime is part of that problem. One of the things I learnt as a little boy
was an Aesop fable about the ass in the lion’s skin. If I might remind some people
who have not had that good fortune, the ass used to dress itself up in a lion’s skin
and frighten the sheep and other animals. Then, when the real lion came it ate the
ass. Now, that was a real world class ass, Mr. Speaker. [Laughter]  That is what I
remembered when I was listening this morning.

The question in Tobago is how you develop the tourist industry at a rapid pace
and how you deal with the culture shock that is going on in Tobago. That is why I
am saying, not only in Tobago but in the country at large, this budget is one of the
greatest pieces of information, it is one of the greatest interventions that I have
ever defended in this country. This budget is a blessing. It is a departure that, if
properly understood by the population, is their way to the future. It is a necessary
construct to change the mindset, that kind of dependency, that kind of mentality of
acquiring public service assets and acquiring state enterprises, controlling the
commanding heights, not wanting to change away from that Fabian socialist 19th
century Marxist framework. That is the issue in this budget. How do you, in the
context of the modern world—we are talking about Korea, Japan, Fujitsu, Fuji
securities, Yamaitchi securities; $1 billion asset company trading in securities all
over the world, bankrupt last week; Fuji bank and some others. You have Korea
getting a $60 billion IMF bail-out. When you look at the problems that they have in
Korea and Thailand, this is what this budget is about; getting people to understand
these things and their implications; setting up of framework, changing the mindset.

There is nothing within the constitution—I have it in my bag here, Mr.
Speaker—that says you must have URPthat creature invented by the PNM to
damage the people in this country. It is not written there so we can change it.

Mr. Speaker: Your time is just about up. I want to put you on notice that you
have just about a minute.



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997

260

Dr. The Hon. M. Job: Mr. Speaker, I am happy to be here. I want to thank
my mother and father. I say this, not in prejudice to anybody here, but I am 55
years old and I still live in the same household as them. Fortunately, they are alive.
What I am saying, Mr. Speaker, is that this budget is about all that. It is not about
saying anybody should get married but it is talking about values, attitudes and
culture. Without that you can go nowhere. They had the $60 million or $80
million, I am not sure how much, and they left more disaster than they met. That is
the problem. Money is not the problem. Some people believe that they said money
was no problem. The problem is a lack of values, a culture of decadence and
destruction that was deliberately conspired, constructed and construed to keep
people lassoed on to a [Inaudible] of the World Bank.

Mr. Speaker, I support the Minister of Finance and everything in the Bill.
Those that are for Tobago, I say that none of us is satisfied with the estimates but I
am sure that, in terms of the institutional arrangements between Trinidad and
Tobago, Act No. 40 of 1996 which was pioneered by the man who is now
President and who was my predecessor here, a man whose shoe latchet none of
them are worthy to loose, that we are on to something good. This country will be a
better place because the Minister of Finance presented this budget.

I support this Bill.

Mr. Eric Williams (Port of Spain South): Mr. Speaker, I begin my
contribution to this year’s budget with a prayer because it is required:

“Thank you Lord for you are good and your mercy endures forever.”

Over the next year we are going to have to endure the side effects of this
budget and this country will certainly need God’s mercy and grace to deal with it. I
say so with a sincere and clean heart because this is what I truly believe.

The hon. Member for Tobago East unleashed in this Parliament a stream of
what my grandmother used to call “commonness”. Before I go too much further
into it, as an old boy of that institution that he cited, let me say, Sir, that he spent
two years, we spent seven, he was privileged to spend two. His hubris has not gone
unnoticed and he is in jeopardy of being disowned by those of us who attended
that august body. The next dinner he may find it a little less charitable than the
other time he came and attempted to purvey literature which he is now purveying
in this House under privilege, which is still unsold at that particular body.

It was my duty, Mr. Speaker, in listening to the budget to try to make some
sense of this Government’s energy policy or certainly energy initiatives or signals
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that will be sent. Also signals that will be sent in the area of the public utilities.
There are quite a number of things that were put forward in this budget which
quite rightly are business as usual. In fact, they are business as usual from the
government that came in 1986; it is business as usual from the government that
came in 1991, but for some reason the government of 1995 wishes to claim that
these are their initiatives. Be that as it may, we agree that quite a number of things
have come down to the fact that it is business as usual.

And so, business as usual to some degree is in order.

2.15 p.m.

But let us look at some of the ways in which this Government and this hon.
Minister of Finance—I do not see him but I presume that he will hear some of
what is said or he will read it—has tinkered with some of the things which caused
us some concern. One of the few things that the previous speaker said, with which
I can certainly agree—because my 13 year-old and I also surf the Internet, which is
a common tool now; you get no points for surfing the Internet. We observed the
problems which are going on with the Asian tigers, those countries of the Far East.

Quite rightly, Korea is just trying to come out of, what looks like, a recession;
it is responding a bit to some of the injections of funds and policies by the
International Monetary Fund. Japan is considering changing its tax regime.
Indonesia is under some pressure with its currency. Malaysia is under some
pressure. The leaders of the Asian governments just had a conference and they are
trying their best to sort out what is going on with their stock exchanges and their
economies.

The point is this: Most of those countries, with the exception of Indonesia, are
almost 100 per cent importers of petroleum. The fact is that the international
agencies are now seeking to assist them so that we do not precipitate yet another
world-scale recession. Also, I must say the United Nations is postulating that right
now the problem could be arrested, it is not quite world-scale yet; we are not in
danger globally, but the international agencies are helping them. The fact that this
is going on, quite rightly so, suggests the following: those countries have two
options—they must either consume less energy, that is to say they must import less
energy at the current price; or the price must go down.

Let us look at what seems to be happening as a result. At a recent meeting of
the Organization of Petroleum Export Companies (OPEC)—Saudi Arabia finally
agreed that the official OPEC level should be raised to a level that is indeed where
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they were at as a bootleg. Members had been producing more than their quota so
they finally agreed to bring it at just about that level. What is happening is that they
acknowledged the over-production by some of their members, but there are other
members that are still not satisfied.

The point to this is that we are likely to see increasing levels of production of
petroleum in the world system. That in and of itself has the tendency to depress or
put pressure on the price. And it is not by chance that Saudi Arabia, although it is
on the Middle Eastern side of it, is adjacent to the Far East. We would recall that
while there is not the level of militarization today, one of the main reasons that
Japan went to war in World War II  was to capture petroleum reserves, for
precisely the same reason as some of the reasons it is facing today. What we are
looking at is pressure on the world price for oil from that perspective.

Iraq may also get back into the game. Currently, there is a stalemate going on
with the United Nations as a body, mainly with the United States, but Iraq has the
capacity to produce another 10 per cent, I believe it is, of OPEC’s output. They
may or may not get back into the game.

Japan—and to point out how the Asian tigers have no intention of producing
or importing less—coming out of the recent accord on emission of greenhouse
gases—carbon dioxide and such—agreed to reduce its emissions but not within
Japan; in plants the Japanese own outside of Japan.

So that, Mr. Speaker, when the Minister of Finance presents in his budget that
he expects the price of oil to be US $19, which by the way is the price that is
pegged to the Amoco crude, which I believe is pegged to something called West
Texas Intermediate, or Brent, which is by the way a fictional crude; it is a
hodgepodge of different crudes, but it is a US pegging. That US $19 rate is in
jeopardy. We are looking at a situation where, as has been mentioned, Members of
this House had been speaking about the effects of the El Niño current out in the
Pacific. The North American continent is likely to experience a milder than usual
winter as a result. That is the market to which almost all of our petroleum goes,
which, again, remember the West Texas Intermediate is a US pegged value, so we
are looking at a situation where there is not as much demand potentially for crude,
certainly from our part of the world. So that again, you see that environmental
conditions suggest that the price of US $19 is a little optimistic.

So much so, Mr. Speaker—[Interruption] Please, we will educate you in due
course. A couple of local experts were interviewed by the Express and I quote the
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Express of Tuesday, December 16. They said that the price is conservative but
they end by saying:

"Prices are likely to fall if Iraq sells oil on the international market.”

We spoke about that.

“North Americans enjoy a mild winter and thus need less heating oil...”

We spoke about that. Mr. Speaker, there is something else to which they allude.
There is a decrease in oil revenues in this budget; it is pointing out that either our
reserves are falling, or there is less dependence on oil revenues. And the Minister
was careful to point out that oil revenues are only 15 per cent of the total budget,
which is suggesting that he is aware that he cannot depend too heavily on the price
of oil; he is aware of it but he is not saying it. It is our job to point out to the
national economy—US $19 is in jeopardy.

Let me tell you what US $19 for Amoco crude also means, Mr. Speaker, and
tell this honourable House through you. The other crudes, the land and the Gulf of
Paria fetch a little less. Generally speaking, the crude that comes from the Gulf of
Paria fetches about $2.50 maybe $3.00 less than the Amoco crude because of the
chemical composition. The crude on shore fetches about $5 or so less, give or
take. It fluctuates a bit, but those are ball park numbers.

When you look at the Minister's projections for production of 124,210 barrels,
if you round it off to a ballpark number of 125,000 barrels, give or take, because in
these things you are never quite exact, that really works out to an average price of
US $17.20 for barrels of crude that are produced in Trinidad, so the US $19, while
it is only referring to one crude, what that really means in the national economy is
US $17.20 on average, if we lump the three of them together. So first of all, let us
understand, there is nothing really magical about the figure US $19, but what we
must really deal with is what it really means in terms of revenue. So he has pegged
our production really at $17.20 and if it fluctuates downward or upward, that
average will change.

Mr. Speaker, there are some commentators who have suggested that it is
probably better to have been even more conservative and pegged the Amoco crude
at somewhere between US $15 to US $17; it is not an exact science but it speaks
to the level at which one is willing to gamble with one’s income. As many of my
Woodbrook constituents point out, there are those of us who are more prone to
casino type gambling than others and they would propose—



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997

264

Mr. Singh: Ladies of the night, I gather.

Mr. E. Williams: Whom you visit, I presume. So that it would be better not
to gamble as much with the national patrimony. At this time, austerity suggests
that one should have been a little more conservative and certainly when put into
the global context, it is suggested that the pegging of US $19 is unresolved. That
is the first point. It means that even though we are expecting 15 per cent of
revenue of the national income to be from oil, which I believe is $1.6 billion or
thereabouts, or even more, that is in jeopardy. If there is any downward fluctuation
of the oil price, we are likely to see less revenue. How much that is likely to be, if
world global conditions prevail, remains to be seen; it depends on the level of the
fall.

But Mr. Speaker, I understand it is a dilemma of anybody making a budget,
where it is actually pegged. The point, Sir, we should be a little more conservative
in giving cognizance to world conditions, because as has been pointed out, we do
not even produce enough to be considered for OPEC membership. The price of oil
that we fetch here is dependent upon global situations and in his budget
presentation, the Minister of Finance did not educate this nation in any way on the
global context within which he was able to pluck the US $19 a barrel. Oil futures
are trading anywhere between US $17 to US$20. It depends on where you
operate, whether it is the stock market, futures or whatever. There is some
fluctuation now. Any shock, another war and it may go up or stay down, as well as
some of these other factors that we cited. So prudence dictates that the price ought
to have been a little less.

But there is something else that comes out of this whole matter and it is
passing strange when in the reports right after the budget presentation, the hon.
Prime Minister was asked—I believe it was right here, it was on the television,
several people told me they saw it, I was on my way to the tea room—“What gives
now with the $7.00 an hour minimum wage?”

The hon. Prime Minister is reported to have told the nation, “what is wrong
with somebody working for US $1 per hour”. As far as I am aware, the exchange
rate at this time is $6.30 toUS $1.00, not $7.00 to US $1.00. So it made us think a
bit and we went and did the math.

2.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, you can look at the oil royalty figures. There is a number in the
budget in the supporting documents in TT dollars. Because we know what is the
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average price of oil, what is the average production; that there is no deduction
from the taxes for royalties, and we know roughly what is the percentage, off the
top; one can calculate a US dollar amount which should be derived from royalties.
When you divide the TT amount by the US amount, one gets a ball-park idea of
the exchange rate with which the hon. Minister of Finance is working.

I can say that, given the statement that is attributed to the hon. Prime Minister,
the number I came up with is even larger. So one wonders who has to step back
and look at the whole business of how we are dealing with the revenue stream, and
particularly based on the revenue stream which we expect from petroleum in this
nation over the next year. I think we begin to see why we would certainly need
God’s grace to get through the next year, because several things flow from that.

In the budget speech, much has been made of poverty alleviation—$25 million
for single mothers; $100 for pensioners—a blue note. [Interruption] Let me
educate my dear and honourable friend.

Hon. Member: You cannot educate me.

Mr. E. Williams: Well I can still try. You can lead a horse to the water but—
and I say that with love.

Mr. Speaker, should there be a fluctuation in the price of oil and/or in the
exchange rate, the level of inflation will more than completely erode the measures
in the budget outlined by this Government. In effect, the statement, “No new
taxes”, means that should these things happen, everyone in this country will pay
additional taxes in the form of lost earnings. I do not know exactly the entire
economic term, but if inflation rises, the cost of living would rise considerably,
because of the significant amount of imports there are in this country.

Much has been made about how great and wonderful is this budget. The
numbers suggest otherwise. The world conditions in which we find ourselves
suggest otherwise. It also suggests something even more insidious. It suggests that
we have a Government who may very well be willing to pay for a perceived
positive social programme by taxing the entire nation in ways that we have not
seen before. That is something that is unpardonable. If we are going to do it, let us
say that is what we are doing, but if we are slipping it in as if anaesthetic has been
applied and nobody will notice—and certainly if we do it as in a condition called
creeping obesity; in little steps—that is not so. But the point also is that not only
Members on this side could do the maths, the officers of many of the multinational
companies who do business in this country, can also do the maths and they are the
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people on whom this nation depends for the same foreign reserves about which we
speak.

The last time there was a shock in the local system with foreign exchange,
those same companies were accused of hoarding. But prudent business dictates
that if you get a signal of where things are going to be, you have to manage your
business appropriately, and some of that may involve keeping your financial
reserves in a currency denominated in which you are going to purchase your raw
material. The signal being sent is not a good one, so much so that already in the
local system we are seeing the effects of this. I quote the Trinidad Guardian of
yesterday, headlined: “Shortage of foreign exchange—Chamber calls for action.”
Clearly they are not asleep. “Alarmist says top banker”, another headline. I
suppose I may be called an alarmist as well.

When one then goes on to read the editorial of the Trinidad Guardian and
understands why they are saying these things, one sees that it is not alarm; these
are facts. These are the day-to-day experiences of business persons in this nation.
Let me read from the editorial of the Trinidad Guardian on Tuesday, December
16:

“One could forgive the simply uninitiated who would fail to fathom,
therefore, the existence of a foreign exchange money crunch, in the face of
those kinds of statistics.”

And those are the statistics given by the Minister, the four and a half months of
reserve, and so forth. I continue:

“It is a wholly different story, however, when it is the men and women who
run the business of commerce and industry who are issuing this alarum.”

It is not John Public who wants to buy $200 to purchase consumer products; it
is the captains of industry on whom this economy relies for its sustainable
development and progress. Part of the point to all of this, is that there are improper
signals coming from this budget and previous budgets which are assisting in this
particular situation and we must reverse these things. I invite anybody to do the
maths and you would be surprised to see the end result.

We are a bit disappointed. We have heard nothing in the budget about
incentives to increase our oil production which, hopefully, would continue to bring
us revenue. The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries has not spoken. Of
course, he is not really a member of this House, but I suppose he is entitled to
come here. I would like to have him come here to tell us how he is going to
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increase our production, because it has fallen. Traditionally, on average, the
production used to be about 130,000. The Minister is now quoting 124,000. It
must mean then, that all of the exploration and development initiatives of the past
year for oil—not gas—have not borne fruit.

It is my understanding that a company called Trinmar, for the first time, may be
in jeopardy of running a deficit. Production is down considerably, as has been
reported in the supporting documents to the budget, and it looks as though it is
continuing to fall. Where are the incentives in this budget to improve production?

One of the reasons that Amoco is able to hit their targets—I believe they have
had 11 out of 13 successes in drilling wells off the east coast, and those wells are
not cheap; they run in the order of US $10 million to $12 million each. One of the
reasons that science has become so exact for them is because they have used
cutting edge technology. They have assessed the basin properly, from a geological
point of view. So that now the activity is even better.

Gas production is rising. At the same time, they have assisted with the previous
government and they have continued now with this one, to create opportunities, or
markets, for gas. So that we have all of these plants being created. This
Government did not do that. They came and met those things in train.

It is not “woulda”, “coulda” or “shoulda.”  Those things were going on. They
met them there and the reason was to create a market for the gas so that gas could
then be monetized. There have been many discussions about the price of gas and
so forth, not recognizing the long-term benefits because gas, in and of itself, is
worthless. There should be a market and one should be close to that market.
Amoco and other companies off the east coast—multi-nationals—have been
applying cutting edge technology.

2.40 p.m.

There are many folks onshore and the effort was made during the last regime
to farm out/lease some of the acreage of the state oil company and that, in fact, has
borne fruit because a significant percentage of the production that Amoco has, is
attributed to land operations coming from those farm outs and leases. That is a
phenomenal success.

Mr. Speaker, you would not believe wells that were expected to produce five
and seven barrels are producing 100 and 200 barrels because there are operators
who have gone in there, who have low overheads. One could say they are hungry;
they are  lean and mean and they have done innovative wonders. There have been
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workers drilling horizontal wells to improve the production interaction. Normally,
one would try to drill a well straight in the reservoir and one would get a circulated
flow that comes into the well. However, if one drills a horizontal well one
increases the surface area of interaction from one’s well bore and so increase the
amount of production. This is where we are going, but where are the incentives in
the hon. Minister’s statement, even alluding to the possibility of incentives to
encourage our entrepreneurs onshore and our state companies to go into this type
of technology? When are we going to get a three dimensional seismic surface
onshore as Amoco has been routinely doing offshore? When are we going to start
doing integrated basinal analyses so coordinated by the Ministry of Energy and
Energy Industries, which incorporate all of the data  in its database crossing
company lines so that, as a nation, we can set priorities on understanding our
geologic conditions here—at least revising them—so that we could better chart the
way in which we explore for oil? Where are those initiatives? They are non-
existent. The budget is silent on them and we can only hope that the Minister of
Energy and Energy Industries will tell us something about that. We cannot
comment because there is nothing to comment on. We have demonstrated that the
numbers presented are exceedingly shaky.

Mr. Speaker, from the view of the energy perspective in this nation, I put us on
notice that there is potential trouble down the road, and how  catastrophic in this
our small nation. We must understand that when Texaco sought to sell the refinery
and its land operations to this Government, they had already identified about 1500
jobs that were redundant in the refinery, but it was the PNM government at the time
that sought to hold the line on those jobs because of the social conditions and we
tried to adjust in ways so we could manage that.

We must understand that years ago, I believe it was Tate and Lyle—a
multinational and the previous owners of the sugar operations—decided to bail out
because they were not making money. It was a PNM government that sought to
hold the line on jobs for social stability in this nation in the face of all the
economics being presented from the other side that said it was ridiculous to do so.

There are members on this side who have risen to great prominence in this
society by close association with the employees of that same sugar operation in the
1960s when Britain probably sought to bail out of Trinidad and Tobago because
they could no longer sustain the level of production that they were getting from the
wells. They wanted to explore in Alaska and in the North Seas. It was the PNM

government that sought to find ways and means to get the operations so that we,
as a nation, could attempt to chart our course in very dangerous waters—and they
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come and denigrate some of the worthy efforts. They were not perfect, but they
were worthy efforts at nation building.

It must always be put into context and into the records that during the first five
years of our independence as a nation—Mr. Speaker, you probably know this
better than I do—the real reins of the economy before were held by Britain, not by
Trinidad and Tobago. We had to vet everything through them and it was shortly
after that period ended that this country was with a number of potential shocks
that had to be managed by a nascent country.

Let us put all this in its global context. Yes, there was much for which to be
thankful. Yes, there was much that says, business must go on as usual because
there are certain plans in train that must be continued for the good of the nation,
but there is far too much tinkering and there is not enough education of the
population as to what to expect, why to expect it so that we can plan for potential
eventualities.

I turn briefly to the utilities. First of all, I want to look at the proposed T&TEC
rate increase per capita. I believe it was pointed out in the recent Tokyo position
paper that may have surfaced there, that per capita Trinidad and Tobago ranked
third worldwide in the emission of carbon dioxide. Those are the figures that were
reported to me. This, of course, does not speak of the actual volumes, it just
means that per head that is what we produce. We are third in the world per capita
in the production of greenhouse gases.

This Government has spoken of how the Environmental Management
Authority wants to be environmentally friendly, yet we do not really see—they are
talking about setting up studies on where pollution is coming from and how that
ties in with T&TEC and its rate increase. The reason that there is such a high per
capita output of carbon dioxide is precisely because of the level of industrialization
that has occurred in this nation over a relatively short period of time. When those
plants were built, it was with a fairly high level of technology at the time.

As an aside, let me draw the attention of this honourable House to some of the
advertisements that one sees about purchasing of computers—as this Government
seems to be going into initiatives of that kind.

A computer today is likely to be obsolete before the year is out. If you bought
one today, technology is advancing at such a pace that by the end of the year there
is something much faster and better. When these plants were built they were built
with what at the time was a fair level of state-of-the-art equipment. But, as time
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passes on there are engineering modifications that could be made to those plants in
the energy sector in Point Lisas that could make them more energy efficient and
also would reduce the level of emissions.

2.50 p.m.

The price of natural gas and the resulting price of electricity are such that they
would be making a great profit. However, it is possible that if they were to re-
engineer some of those plants, those industries in Point Lisas, particularly, would
end up paying the same amount as they are paying or less than they are paying at
this point with the current rate which the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity
Commission charges. If they can strike a balance and propose a rise of T&TEC’s

rates to those industries, rather than the average householder, then, that would be
appropriate.

Other things are in the equation. T&TEC has a lot of excess capacity in terms of
the ability to produce gas which has to do with keeping those plants running. The
PNM government did that.

Mr. Assam: Are you sure you are a PNM?

Mr. E. Williams: Just check my name. [Laughter]

We have done that to foster that level of industrialization. In addition to that,
much is being made of the losses at T&TEC which is why they would like to raise
the rates. It is because of the deal to create PowerGen. It is being suggested by
many that that might have been the improper thing to do. Let me remind this
nation that natural gas is denominated in US dollars. The payments of T&TEC to
PowerGen are also in US dollars, but the utility bills of T&TEC to the consumers in
Trinidad and Tobago are in TT dollars. To the extent that the exchange rate has
remained undefended and has been allowed to fluctuate, the amount that T&TEC

has to pay to PowerGen will fluctuate accordingly.

It speaks very much to what business people are calling the confidence in this
Government and the results on the exchange rate, that T&TEC is finding itself in the
position that it is in today. We are talking about raising rates, not only to Point
Lisas, but also to light industries and the average householder.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Dr. K. Rowley]

Question put and agreed to.
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Mr. E. Williams: Thank you Mr. Speaker and Members of this honourable
House for the extension of my speaking time.

The point in this is that to the extent that there exists a confidence of crisis in
the monetary and fiscal policies of this Government that is reflecting itself in the
exchange rate, we are seeing the results in the T&TEC/PowerGen story. Tie it back
to my first point which deals with the signal sent by this budget, that may affect or
further erode confidence in those key indicators in this society. I would not say
more on that.

I would touch the Water and Sewerage Authority. A report surfaced in The
Independent dated December 6, 1997 followed by another one dated December 8,
1997. They dealt with a draft aide-memoire from one of the multinational agencies
on the situation at WASA. There are two dimensions to that, but the most
important one is this. The article states:

“...several indicators, including inadequate attention to the future water
resources management functions and associated institutional arrangements,
appointment of the director for the Water Resources Agency (WRA) with no
water resources qualification or experience, and lack of appointment of
appropriate counter staff for the WRMS study, suggest that the Government has
not given the regulatory dimensions of water resources management adequate
attention.”

Let us look at what that means. The Water Resources Agency was set up as
the regulatory arm of water management in the country. WASA has to send the
water to our houses and buildings, look after the transmission, manage the dams
and treat the water. The Water Resources Agency is the body that plans and
regulates, says where a water well can be drilled, how much water must be taken
out and bills the private person who is extracting water. When the previous PNM

government sought to introduce the Severn Trent arrangement—which I must add
is now being hailed as the best thing since sliced bread—the Water Resources
Agency was excluded from that arrangement for a specific reason. That has a
regulatory function. It is not part of the transmission function and the control of
that organization should be maintained by the Government. This international
agency which, incidentally, has provided most of the funds to do the privatization
is pointing out that they are putting the entire programme in jeopardy because they
have not thought the process through.

I noticed that one of the persons who came to the defence of the hiring of this
particular individual is the current Chief Executive Officer of WASA who is an



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997
[MR. WILLIAMS]

272

employee of Severn Trent. This suggests that the Government has lost its way and
is not understanding, as this document points out, that it is relieving itself of its
regulatory authority.

3.00 p.m.

The hon. Minister is a lawyer. He is supposed to understand the law better than
I. He would see things in there that I would not because he was trained as a
lawyer. It does not matter that he had problems becoming one.

Let me just say that the privatization process was also meant to assist in
improving our implementation of development projects. It was not meant to take
over the regulatory functions. I must advise the hon. Minister that he may find, in a
year or so—I hope it does not happen—that the prediction of this international
body may have come to pass because of the choice of individual. I will say no
more because that is a road I do not really want to go down.

I would like to know if, because of all the activity now, we can lay more than
100 kilometres of pipe per year. One of the reasons Severn Trent was introduced
was that WASA’s capability to lay water mains is only 100 kilometres per year.
That sounds like much, until one understands that there are at least 2,900
kilometres of water mains in this country. Even to replace the mains in this
country, at the rate that WASA was going, would have taken 29 years and by the
time WASA was finished, one would have had to start all over again. The idea of
privatizing the process was not that there are not competent engineers and
scientists at WASA, but because WASA, at this time, requires a change of corporate
culture that would increase its capacity to do work.

Mr. Speaker, when one looks at the supporting document, one sees that
number, 100 kilometres, still popping up. Furthermore, when one looks at the
performance of the development programme—the Public Sector Investment
Programme and so forth—one sees that not just WASA, but the entire Ministry of
Public Utilities was able to spend, in terms of its projected expenditure—and I
presume its project implementation—65 per cent of what it proposed to spend.

Now, Mr. Speaker, in school that is a grade “D”. [Interruption]  Look! The
figures are here. Enlighten us! I want you to enlighten us! The budget speech did
not even touch that and the nation needs to know. The job of the Opposition is to
point out these things. The Member thinks I am giving him hell, but I say, like the
late Harry Truman: “I speak the truth and they think it is hell”.
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I presume that those who are willing to sleep with the devil must know what
hell is like. I do not. I welcome the explanations of hon. Members on the other side
because the nation needs to know the answers. Whether they are good or bad
answers, we are an intelligent nation. Do not insult our intelligence! We need to
know! We need to be able to plan our business and to comment intelligently on
where we are going as a nation if, at some point, we are to achieve what some are
calling national unity. What they are in fact doing by keeping the population in
ignorance is attempting to reverse many of the gains achieved in this society. That
cannot be countenanced. This Opposition will not countenance it, and we will
continue to ask probing questions. [Interruption]

Not only are they thinking that we are blind, but they are blind because they
cannot see those who are sitting on this side. [Interruption]  And he is the Minister
of Planning and Development. He has no vision whatsoever—he cannot see, so
much so, that The Independent of December 8 reports of him: “Sudama washes
hands of WASA”. He knows nothing; he sees nothing, and he has just demonstrated
to us that he cannot even see. [Interruption]  Well, Mr. Speaker, if he has not
benefited from the years of education offered to him, so be it. Those are just some
of the issues we wanted to find out about in terms of the energy sector and public
utilities.

There are two hon. Members on the other side, with whom I get along very
well in a personal capacity. Our politics differ fundamentally, but we have agreed
to disagree on some things. These Members are known as the Lone Ranger and his
sidekick Tonto. The Lone Ranger has been seen in parts of my constituency, and in
others, parading himself. He carries cameras with him and so forth.

I remember from my days of watching the cowboy shows that the Lone Ranger
used silver bullets. It seems that he has had the ignominy of being shot with a silver
bullet in a budget, having a significant chunk of his portfolio removed. Since he is
not here, I must speak to Tonto. [Laughter]

Mr. Assam: He is not here either. [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker: Lest the Speaker is confused, I think it is still necessary to refer
to Members in a certain way.

Mr. E. Williams: Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your guidance. In the last
budget, the hon. Member for Fyzabad and the hon. Minister of Works and
Transport, in the other place, were at pains to tell us that there will be no more
flooding in Port of Spain—that is a thing of the past. They were going to dredge
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the river and so forth. However, three Wednesdays ago, I nearly drowned coming
through my own constituency. I had my son with me in the car and he said,
“Daddy, what is that?”  The boy wanted to cry. There was water everywhere. I
have a car, not a boat!

They went on and on about cleaning the drains. Of course, by now we know
that the World Bank said that the Public Sector Investment Programme has
severely under-performed. Members will recall that one week ago, we came to this
House to remove a significant number of dollars from that particular ministry to
other places—drainage dollars. I take serious objection to that, and on behalf of
my constituents, I say, that this situation has to be addressed. It is not just my
constituents, but we are talking about making this country, and certainly its capital
city, the gateway to the Caribbean, the tiger of the Caribbean, or what other name
you may wish to call it, and here we are inviting folks here to drown. Can you
imagine that, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker, the point has again been made of the national eyesore which
ought to be the national treasure. We were promised that the building of the
national library would have begun this year. I have looked at the Public Sector
Investment Programme and everything else and—maybe my untrained eyes have
missed it—I have not seen it. I would really like Members opposite to tell me
about it. I would love to know where it is. Do not tell me about financing
mechanisms! Tell me when we will get the national library in Trinidad and Tobago,
so that in spite of all the computers we plan to put in people’s houses, those who
cannot put one at home can go to the same library and learn to surf the internet.

3.10 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: Order please!

Mr. E. Williams: Mr. Speaker, the John John Towers are still there gathering
dust, in fact, plans are being drawn up and my constituents are waiting to see the
caring nature of this Government.

There is the question of the police command centre which should go at the
corner of Park and Richmond Streets. The members of the Organized Crime and
Narcotics Unit which is a very significant part of the police service is still housed at
the Woodbrook police station. I am sure that building was not built with that in
mind, they were put there as a temporary measure and plans were afoot to replace
them. That was in the last Public Sector Investor Programme, but I am not seeing
it in this one.
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While I know that this Government is saying that it is serious about crime and
narcotic detection, and that the officers of that agency continue to perform with
great professionalism, I think it is time that they get better accommodation.

Mr. Speaker, if I use a storeroom in my home which may not have been
designed to be such, but is used for storage, it becomes an inadequate facility for
that purpose. That is what we continue to do to our officers by delaying that new
command post.

Finally, I want to say thanks to the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs for
accelerating the completion of the Woodbrook Youth Centre. I say thanks and
give credit where credit is due. I also thank Members opposite, especially the
Prime Minister, the Minister of Works and Transport, and the Minister of Local
Government for going ahead with the tent city matter even though it is delayed and
some of the vendors are beginning to chafe, and understandably so, because they
were promised that it would have been finished by now. Work is still being done
on the foundation, and money has been put aside for it. So I thank Members
opposite for doing so.

All in all though thanks, notwithstanding those necessary projects, I contend
with my political leader—[Interruption] It seems that many on the other side are
blind.

Hon. Member: Who are you supporting?

Mr. E. Williams: Mr. Speaker, the Members continue to exhibit that they
know what hell is. Like my political leader, I say this budget is severely lacking. It
places this nation and its potential for sustained development in a fair amount of
jeopardy. There is much that this Government needs to answer for and about
which is not contained in the budget presentation, and we look forward to getting
some of those answers, if not, it would be unfortunate that the nation would come
to whatever conclusions it may.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Minister of Social Development (Hon. Manohar Ramsaran): Mr.
Speaker, I stand very proud to support the Minister of Finance and Minister of
Tourism's Appropriation Bill 1998 and, moreso, as I read the caption: “Opportunity
For All, A Blueprint For Human Development, Savings and Asset Building.”

Mr. Speaker, after I heard the Member for San Fernando East, Leader of the
Opposition, this morning, something crossed my mind; that if the PNM is satisfied,
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then the UNC is in great trouble. So we do not expect to satisfy the PNM and we do
not want to do so. I listened with interest to what the Member had to say and if we
could throw our minds back to 1975 when the Copenhagen summit which dealt
with poverty was being held—and this is what has now put this fight against
poverty in place—the then Prime Minister had refused to attend that summit, but
as we found out later he had other things in his mind which transpired.

I feel honoured and privileged that today, after two years, this custom officer
has the Member for San Fernando East talking about poverty. I think that we
could make the dumb talk, Mr. Speaker. How could they address poverty, having
been in office for more than 38 years and this vicious cycle of wastage continued?
There was an oil boom and money was flowing through this country, and yet they
have left the legacy where this Government has to fight with near to 40 per cent of
our population below the poverty level.

I agree with the Member for Tobago East that this is not a two-year problem
and we are now reaping the benefits and legacy of the PNM. We would not sit back
idly and allow this scourge to continue. This Government, the Panday
Administration, as it is called, would make sure that we would alleviate, if not
eradicate poverty. We know it is a challenging task and do not expect that it would
be done overnight.

The Member for San Fernando East should bear with us because what they
have not done for 34 years, do not expect us to do in two. I know much is
expected of this Government and when you look at us sometimes I see the envy.
When the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism was making his
presentation, I saw your faces across there I realized that something was really
wrong and Mr. Panday’s Cabinet was the one that was delivering. [Interruption] I
am corrected, the hon. Member for Couva North’s Cabinet. So when the Member
for San Fernando East says I was a custom officer; I feel proud that I could go in
there and try to understand poverty. I took up the challenge and here I am today
with a vision. The ministry has a vision which is not only talk, but action.

Mr. Speaker, one could talk at length but I believe I would want to go to
customs for a little while and try to educate persons on what I have been hearing
for the last couple days. As soon as we assumed office, the value added tax of 15
per cent was removed on a range of food items because we wanted to maintain a
human standard of living which would be affordable by citizens of our country.
These are helping poverty eradication.
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By removing the value added tax on these items about $72 million was given
up. This is to show that when the Member for San Fernando East spoke about
fiscal measures one has to understand that when one deals with poverty, life has to
be made affordable for persons.

Duty was also removed from sardines, herrings, butter, salted pork and beef,
potatoes, onions, garlic, peas and beans. In 1998, there will be no custom duty and
value added tax on these items. This clearly demonstrates that we are not a dollars
and cents government. In taking this decision we had to forego millions of dollars,
but we are making these basic food items available and affordable to our citizens.

This is not all, there is more good news and I am saying this in response to the
CET which would be removed in July 1998. This Government would remove the
import surcharge on various meats, so that the cost of foodstuff would be kept at
an affordable level for the poor persons in our country.

When one talks about social development and bringing down poverty to an
accepted level—though no poverty is accepted, the ministry is fighting from all
fronts.

It is said that the Minister did not mention reduction on value added tax, and a
budget should mention things like school fees, books, groceries and so forth. As I
mentioned before, these items have neither value added tax, nor duty and other
import surcharge taxes have been removed. For the Member of the Opposition to
say that we should have done better is like remembering a Senator who at the last
election said that we could do better than zero.

As I have said before, if the PNM is to be satisfied, this Government would be
in real trouble. I advise those opposite that if they do not have intelligent
questions, do not venture their free opinions which are not requested.

I now move on to what this Government has been doing in its fight against
poverty. We are taking a fundamental approach and  going to fight poverty from
the bottom up in our society. We have established what is called a Change
Management Unit as I have mentioned before, we are not going to continue
welfare and handouts, we are attempting to make our fight against poverty a more
sustainable one.

We want to empower our people. We want them, when they get out of this
poverty trap, to be able to walk and be free men, not enslaved by handouts.
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3.25 p.m.

What are we doing, Mr. Speaker? We have this Ministerial Council on Social
Development. We are going to have a genuine integrated and inter-sectoral
approach to address poverty in our society. We are going to villages and
communities. We are going to get private citizens, NGOs and Government agencies
together. Mr. Speaker, I would like to announce that I had a meeting last week,
after reading in the newspaper about three poor villages in the country. These
villages have been identified and we are going into these villages to assist to bring
them out of poverty. This is what we are going to do in the country, not only to
give handouts, but to make a meaningful change to people’s lives.

Therefore, when the Member for San Fernando East talks about poverty, I can
only conclude that the hon. Member does not understand the philosophy of this
Government in our integrated and holistic approach, where all ministries could
work together tackling poverty.

As you are aware, Mr. Speaker, we have the Ministerial Council on Social
Development which has 13 Government Ministers which meets regularly to fight
poverty from a united front. No one ministry, as alluded to by the Member for San
Fernando East, could fight poverty. We have all these Ministers together and we
discuss how each Minister could do his bit to ensure that we move out of this
poverty trap.

For example, the Minister of Housing and Settlements—$300 million plus all
his other plans and they will be targeting the poor in the country to give them
housing.

The other Ministers on this committee are also doing their bit. The Minister of
Labour and Co-operatives and his minimum wage legislation is geared towards
getting the citizens out of this poverty trap. When we talk about the $25 million to
be allocated to single mothers under this new and exciting initiative by the
Government, we must understand that this is not another hand-out. We are
thinking about making this money available for training, education, and generally
improving the self-esteem of our single mothers. We do not want them to continue
to live in the poverty trap.

Another example of the way the Change Management Unit and the Inter-
Ministerial Committee work, is that, in Tobago the Minister of Finance and
Minister of Tourism has allocated $3.7 million for rural access roads and bridges.
Mr. Speaker, just to go back to the Member for San Fernando East when he tried
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to contrast urban and rural areas, poverty is throughout Trinidad and Tobago.
There is no class, race or region without poverty in this country. As I said, there is
poverty throughout Trinidad and Tobago as was laid in Parliament not too long
ago. Mr. Speaker, when Members opposite could stand in this House and talk
about urban poverty, I wonder when the word, urban, is used, whether it does not
reflect other towns such as Chaguanas and Princes Town. They are towns too.

Mr. Manning:  Mr. Speaker, I want to advise the Member that the World
Bank, a couple years ago, identified that the most prosperous part of the country
was Caroni.

Hon. M. Ramsaran: Mr. Speaker, we are talking about poverty, not urban,
not rural, but throughout Trinidad and Tobago. We are attempting to ensure that
poverty is attacked from all these levels. We want to put this concept of poverty
eradication in its totality. We want to invite Members opposite to come and work
with us to get rid of the scourges facing Trinidad and Tobago.

I was at a function last night and there were people from the media around and
they spoke about different media houses attacking each other and so forth. The
point that came across was, if they attacked each other and destroy the fabric of
their profession, then the whole profession would be destroyed. As people who are
elected by the population and who are representing certain areas, we want you to
work with us to get rid of this poverty business. As I said, if one goes to an
international conference one would realize that one cannot fight poverty alone.

Mr. Speaker, there are various examples of how the inter-ministerial
committees work towards alleviating poverty and I would just name a few. We
have the School Transportation System which provides seats for our children.
Meals have been provided through the Ministry of Education. As I mentioned
before, we have the $300 million bond for low income housing. I thank the
Minister of Public Utilities for his concern with regard to domestic customers who
receive old age pension or public assistance. They have benefited from a very
magnanimous programme which he has started. There are many areas in which the
inter-ministerial teams work; the National Self-Help Commission, FUNDAid and
the Community Development Fund.

I am saying all this, Mr. Speaker, to put into context how we are fighting
poverty. It is not a one ministry or a personal matter but an integrated approach
that I would like the Member for San Fernando East to understand. He is welcome
to work with me. If he has any ideas which he thinks could help the poor in this
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country, I would welcome them. The Change Management Unit for Poverty
Eradication Equity Building has an important role to play and if time permits I will
come back to that.

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Port of Spain South spoke about old age
pension. I, too, know how Members opposite feel. I would like to talk about old
age pension for a while. As you know, the old age pension is a non-contributory
benefit and for many senior citizens it is the only means of their survival. Even
though taxes are raised, as was espoused by the Member for Port of Spain South,
we have increased old age pension to $520.00 per month.

When the Member for San Fernando East, in another place, mentioned that he
was inviting us to raise this pension to $500 per month, I would like to inform him
that Cabinet agreed on November 6, 1997, to the increase in old age pension once
the budget allocation allowed.

In December, 1991, the old age pension was $315 per month; old age pension
$260 and food subsidy of $55. In 1992, the old age pension was raised to $347 per
month, reflecting an increase of $32 per month. In June, 1993, my hon. friend, the
then Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago announced a 15 per cent increase in
the food subsidy allowance and he gave the impression of 15 per cent increase
which, in fact, amounted to $9.15. The accounting section in the Ministry of Social
Development has not yet forgiven that 15¢ increase, because it created all sorts of
accounting nightmares. Mr. Speaker, sometimes I wonder when decisions are
made at this level whether they think about the public servants who have to fight
with the figures.

Mr. Williams:  Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. Member for giving way. Could
the Member please enlighten this House as to what would be the real increase of
the $100, should the exchange rate or the oil price come under pressure?
[Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order.

Hon. M. Ramsaran: The Member made much noise about our increase so
maybe if he works it the same way he would see the amount we would be getting.
Mr. Speaker, we are serious about the poor people in this country [Interruption] If
the Member does some mathematics like the Member for Port of Spain South, he
would see what we would be getting, so let us not go into that. As I said before,
whereas the past government was in the business of fooling the population, this
Government is in the business of addressing the real needs of its citizens.
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This Government took office two years ago, in November, 1995. In 1997, old
age pension was increased to $420.00 per month. I have the privilege to boast, Mr.
Speaker, that this was the largest increase in old age pension in Trinidad and
Tobago of $63.85. The Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism knows that I
used to be a cricketer of some sort and he allowed me to break my own record and
we now have an increase of $100. Through you, Mr. Speaker, I thank him.

This is an increase of 24 per cent of the total old age pension and not of the
food subsidy. This Government is committed to a philosophy of a total quality
nation and would continue to monitor the plight of our senior citizens.

3.35 p.m.

Quite recently, we also introduced legislation to allow for the encashment of
old age pension and public assistance cheques at groceries and supermarkets.
Before this, our senior citizens had to go into banks and line up which caused
many problems. This Government—as soon as we came into office—looked at the
plight of our senior citizens. Now they could cash their cheques anywhere they
choose, such as a grocery or supermarket of their choice. Mr. Speaker, there are
many who have ears but cannot hear and still there are many who have eyes and
cannot see. The Members on the opposite side, all seemed to fall in these
categories, as was tried by the Member for Port of Spain South, for they still fail to
recognize the tremendous job that this Government is doing.

Last year this administration introduced legislation for a disability assistance
grant, which is the first of its type in this country. [Desk thumping]  I am now
pleased to announce that all the necessary regulations have been put in place and
the first batch of cheques were processed and paid. This programme caters for
people 40 years and over who are permanently disabled. They are so lucky that
their cheques would also be increased to $520. [Desk thumping]

In 1995, a total of 171 persons were assisted in the repairing of homes that
were destroyed by fire at a cost of $250,000. In the Ministry of Social
Development there is an emergency case fund which we have now stretched to 480
persons in comparison to when we got into office which was 150 to 171 persons.
From 1995 to 1997 we have moved to 480 persons.

The Ministry of Social Development continues to pursue its mandate to protect
the vulnerable, the disadvantaged and to promote a better quality of life for all
citizens. In the fulfillment of its mandate, the Ministry has increasingly
incorporated the developmental component in its programmes to promote self-
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reliance, independence and restore the human dignity of its clients. I want the
wider community to know that we have now this developmental concept to move
away from the handouts and the dependency syndrome. We want our people to
become self-reliant and that is why this Change Management Unit, this Inter-
ministerial Council of Social Development was formed and we intend to move
forward with this sort of concept.

To touch on other areas which my ministry has under its purview: the National
Alcoholic Drugs and Prevention Programme. As was mentioned before when we
assumed office and I became the Minister of Social Development, there were two
persons on staff and now there is full staffing—thanks to this Government. They
have done a lot of work this year. We have launched a community drug prevention
thrust in five districts such as Laventille, Couva, Toco/Matelot, Cedros and Point
Fortin. There is a rapid assessment survey that is being conducted at present in
selected districts. This is geared towards obtaining information on drug abuse risk
factors and description of the existing structure of service. Mr. Speaker, we have
to get service done to understand and to see how we could solve this problem of
drugs.

Recently, I have written to all Members of Parliament, asking them to work
with us in forming a coalition against drugs in their constituencies. I have started
with a coalition against illegal drugs in the Chaguanas constituency and it was well
attended by a wide cross-section of the constituency and they are quite happy to
know how this would work. I offer this service to all Members of Parliament and if
they feel that they could be of any assistance to my Ministry, they can talk to us
and we would see how this could be done. If all 36 constituencies form coalitions
against drugs then I think we would be victorious.

With respect to all social developmental matters, through you, Mr. Speaker, I
invite everybody—whether they are the Opposition or Government; whether it is
governmental or non-governmental agencies—to come and work with us. This is
the only way that we could ever attempt to get rid of the scourges that affect our
society. This invitation, through you, Mr. Speaker, is open to everybody. For those
opposite, who have not yet received my letter, they can talk to me and we would
see how we can get rid of this scourge that is drugs.

Mr. Speaker, the National Alcoholic Drugs and Prevention Programme would
now continue to launch the school prevention treatment and rehabilitation
components of the demand reduction project. We would be going to schools,
communities throughout Trinidad and Tobago to see how we could stop the
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demand for drugs in this country. As you know, the Minister of National Security
and the Minister of Social Development are responsible for the interdiction and
prevention of drugs. The National Alcoholic Drugs and Prevention Programme is,
again, another agency of the Government that is mandated by an inter-ministerial
committee and the Members on that Committee and the Ministers of Government
have attended meetings and they are quite enthused about what is happening in the
fight against drugs.

Mr. Speaker, we can go on to all the various sections of what my Ministry is
doing in this country. For example—I would touch on it because I know the hon.
Members opposite would want to ask questions on it after I take my seat—the
Social Displacement Unit was established in the Ministry of Social Development. I
am sorry the Member for San Fernando East has left because when I read the
newspapers before entering politics, there was talk about vagrancy and so forth. I
thought there was something in the Ministry, but when I went into that Ministry,
there was not even a desk assigned to deal with vagrancy. Immediately, I
responded by having a task force do a survey on what is happening.

Cabinet has recently appointed a social disability unit with a staff. For the first
time there would be a staff to deal with vagrancy. They have been mandated to do
certain things and I am quite sure, especially with what I have been given in the
Public Sector Investment Programme for this year, where moneys have been
allocated—we are going to San Fernando where we would be having a centre for
the socially displaced. A sum of $680,000 was passed and this NGO in San
Fernando—I think the Member for San Fernando West should be aware of it—has
promised that within three months the centre would be ready and they would be
taking up the vagrants off the streets in San Fernando.

We are also establishing a Half-Way House to deal with females with
psychiatric problems. This would be built in Barataria. This institution would be
for females with this type of problem. They would be going there to be
rehabilitated.

3.45 p.m.

We are also continuing the refurbishing of the Riverside Assessment Walk-In
Centre, and before the end of year, they would be ready to take 50 more patients.

So, Mr. Speaker, we are looking at all of this and working with our NGOs to
develop more rehabilitation centres and, I am sure that you are aware that lands
that were formally occupied by Dole Chadee will now be used to have a drug
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rehabilitation centre in the South. With all of these in place, and with the help of
my colleagues on this side of the House, and also with the NGOs and Government
agencies, we are going to make some aggressive attempts to rid this country of
another problem, that is vagrancy or social displacement.

Another one is the Disabilities Affairs Unit. Again, we have people who are
disabled in this country, and with respect to the Ministry of Social Development,
there are officers willing to work but who were not given the type of necessary
leadership. Cabinet has approved a social disabilities policy, and we are in the
process of setting up a Disabilities Affairs Unit, and also a Disabilities Affairs
Board of Management, and this board of management will comprise of the NGOs
that deal with people's disabilities.

For the first time in our country, there will be somebody in charge of this unit
who would know of solutions to deal with disabilities. This unit will be established
and they would be given the mandate to find out what we could do to assist them.
Today there is much concern about people who are disabled and did not access
help from the Government, except for those 40 years and over, where they are
given pension. People under 40 are clamouring that they are also permanently
disabled, and asking what about them.

I spoke to the Minister of Finance already, but we are not going to give
handouts carte blanche. We are going to set up this Disabilities Affairs Unit, and
they will speak to the various NGOs to see how we could make any contribution
that would be critical to their improvement. The Minister of Labour and Co-
operatives is also going to bring to Parliament very soon the ILO Convention 159,
which will deal with the people with disabilities. We hope that when this happens
people with disabilities continue to get the best available to them. This is a
recommendation of the 144 tripartite committee of Cabinet for approval of the ILO

Convention 159 which deals with vocational training and employment for persons
with disability.

When we are talking about fighting poverty and improving the standard of
living for people in this country, it is not tunnel vision, but a wide approach, a
multi-sectoral and multi-faceted approach to ensure that our people are given the
care they need. Some of which would benefit from the increases for 1998 for the
disabled are: Princess Elizabeth Home for handicapped children, an increase from
$2.5 million to $2.989 million, an increase of $427,000; Trinidad and Tobago
Association for Retarded Children, Lady Hochoy Home, an increase from $3.9
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million to $4.08 million, another increase of $178,000; the Tobago Council for
Retarded Children, an increase of $165,000.

Mr. Speaker, as I speak to you, we are thinking about our less fortunate in the
society—the physically handicapped, and the disabled. It was not surprising to hear
the Member for San Fernando East say that a customs officer is in charge of the
Ministry of Social Development. I am sure he knows because we live in a small
society, and there are ways that people would know what is happening in a
ministry.

We are now looking at what we could do to assist in the other areas in the
ministry. We have established a drop-in centre for street children, which was
officially opened at Nelson Street in collaboration with the NGO, Credo
Foundation For Justice. I believe the Member for Port of Spain South was there
when we opened that facility. This is to accommodate 50 additional homeless
persons, commonly referred to as street children.

We are also in constant dialogue with other NGOs inviting them to work with
us to solve this vexing problem of street children. There are NGOs throughout the
country and there are 22 applications in our ministry at which we are looking. We
are not going into it blindly as was done before. When I went into the ministry and
saw reports about NGOs, I went to Cabinet and Cabinet approved a guideline
booklet for NGOs. We are now streamlining the whole NGO foundation of the
ministry to ensure that when we give them subventions, the money is well spent
and reach the people that we want it to reach.

Mr. Speaker, I have also sought Cabinet approval for an implementation unit in
the Ministry of Social Development. When I look back at what I met there, the
number of problems we had to deal with, the amount of money we had to
administer, and to see how we were treated with our staffing, it was alarming. So,
we now have this implementation unit which will ensure that all the moneys given
to us through the Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) would be properly spent.

In the area of research, a survey in the nature and extent of child prostitution,
pornography and the sale of children was conducted by a consultant. The initial
report was produced, and the final report will be carried to Cabinet shortly and,
maybe, laid in Parliament. We also had a situation analysis of children and the
families in Trinidad and Tobago, and this was undertaken in collaboration with
UNICEF. We are to take similar research in the new year to keep abreast of the
changing social environment in our country, to ensure that we have effective
planning and programme development.
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So, Mr. Speaker, after listening to the Member for San Fernando East boast
that he left us with 40 per cent of people living below the poverty line, I will
ensure that over the next year or two we have our own survey conducted to see
how we moved with that 40 per cent. I am sure that Members in this House would
know the United Nations Development Programme has reported that Trinidad and
Tobago has ranked number one in the world in its fight against poverty. [Desk
thumping]  After speaking for the last few minutes, I am sure one will understand
why, and this is no boast. This was because of the approach that this Government
is making towards poverty eradication. We are not sitting and directing traffic from
the Twin Towers. We are going to the communities, talking to the people, and
they are informing us about what they want to do to move out of this poverty.
Those who have eyes to see and those who remain in Trinidad often will see what
we are doing.

Mr. Speaker, I will speak a little on the SHARE programme. We are in the
process of ensuring that SHARE reaches the people who it was designed to reach.
We have had a report from the SHARE secretariat and, at present, we are
distributing over 6,000 hampers to the needy people of Trinidad and Tobago. We
hope to extend this to about 8,400 in 1998, and we are ensuring that this goes
throughout Trinidad and Tobago. This SHARE programme is only in certain areas
now, but again, the ministry is looking at the poverty level in Trinidad and Tobago,
and looking at the poverty line report, and we are going to ensure that when we
restructure SHARE—we would not do like the last administration and stop it and
change its name, because if we do that, we will have 6,000 people who will be
without a meal.

We are not trying to play politics with the programme, but will go on to ensure
that people receive their just food hamper at the end of the month. It was stopped
under the previous administration. The name was ECHO. People who worked on
that were taken off. I have no interest in changing names. This Government did not
change any names when it came into office. We continued to restructure and
ensured that our people benefit from what we are doing.

Mr. Speaker, in Tobago, SHARE is targeted for a 50 per cent to 70 per cent
growth and, in Trinidad, we expect a 15 per cent to 20 per cent growth over the
next few months. The “RE” in SHARE stands for Rehabilitative Efforts. What has
been going on in the past was just another handout. We are now trying our best to
ensure that the “RE” in SHARE is used. We are going to train our NGOs and let
them know of the social delivery system in our country, what people could access
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to get out of poverty, and when we do that, we will give a handout for three
months, and train these people to see how we could get them out of poverty.

With regard to almost every division under my purview, training is an integral
part; training the poor people, the single mothers, the families. The Ministry of
Social Development would engage all the various agencies—Government and non-
governmental—to work with us, such as the Family Planning Association, and all
other organisations which we could use and harness to go to our communities. We
have to go out there to find out what is happening in our villages and towns. If we
do not do that, we will have more Farm Roads, more Carlsen Fields, more
Enterprises, more Cuche Villages. We have to go out to the communities. I was in
Nariva recently, and people still drink water from a well. This must stop. The only
way it would stop is with the caring Government of the Panday Administration,
and not what we have had over the last few years.

4.00 p.m.

When I hear our Prime Minister, our Member for Couva North, talking about
poverty throughout Trinidad and Tobago I feel very exonerated, because we now
have all the Members on this side speaking with one voice. Today, we had this
team joined by the Leader of the Opposition, the Member for San Fernando East,
who spoke on poverty for maybe the first time that he held political office. As I
said, when one assumes responsibility for social development and sees the skeletal
staff, the RPID, my division, every officer is responsible for 10 or 12 different
schedules, but now we are hiring new staff, we are trying to get experts in different
fields, social disbursement unit, disability affairs unit and so forth. Also, just to give
you a little run down on the legislative agenda on what has happened over the last
year.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member has
expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. R. L. Maharaj]

Question put and agreed to.

Hon. M. Ramsaran: Thank you, Members. I do not think I will use the 30
minutes. Just to give you the legislative achievements and goals. Of course, these
would not be possible without the inspiration and leadership of the Member for
Couva South, our Attorney General, very aggressive in his legislative agenda.
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The Community Service Orders Act was passed in both Houses of Parliament.
We have set up a committee to look at the implications of introducing
implementation. We hope that within the first two months in 1998 we will be able
to proclaim and start our Community Service Orders Act. The Community
Mediation Bill, 1997, is already approved by Cabinet and would be introduced in
this House shortly. As I mentioned before, we have amended the Old Age Pension
and Public Assistance Acts to allow people to cash their cheques at supermarkets
and groceries and so forth. One major thrust for 1998 will be our child protection
legislation.

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when I attended a few conferences abroad and I learnt of
the horrors that children face and continue to face—as we read the papers this
morning, a 16 year-old child died, I use the word ‘child’. I am looking now to have
it brought to the surface, we are looking at the setting up of a children's authority.
We want to set up and establish a family court. We want to ensure that our
children in this country are protected. I want just to mention it so that the
Members opposite could think about it. We think that a child should be 18 years
and under, we want to raise that with you because this is what the United Nations
Convention on the rights of the child defines. Since 1991 Trinidad and Tobago has
been a signatory of that UN Convention from 1991 and even up to now we have
not yet put that into force. We do hope that when we come here with that
legislation people will understand what is happening out there and assist our
children in having a better and more protected life.

Our Legal Aid authority continues to assist those who cannot find legal
defence and so forth. A brief word about what we did last year. The number of
persons seen at the authority was 6,300. We have a standard figure, every month
we assist 500 plus people at the Legal Aid authority.

The national family services is another important division in the ministry, but in
the years ahead we are going to make full use of this division in the Ministry
because family life is an important aspect as we want to develop this country into a
total quality nation. We cannot sit by and allow our families to break up, that is
why as the Minister of Finance announced his $25 million towards single mothers,
I felt that, we are heading in the right direction. We want our family life to come
back, to be there for us and our children.

We know that this problem we are facing today did not happen between
November, 1995 and now, we know that this has taken a long time to grow and
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bear fruit. Because of what this administration is doing now, the fruits will be
borne later on, we know that. But if we could stop the evil that is taking place in
this country, if we could let the people on the other side stop attacking this
Government as if we are responsible and work with us to get rid of the evils in our
society, I would welcome that. I want the Members opposite to say, yes, we will
work to bring back family life. We have to understand that with our national family
services we have to formulate family-oriented policies and we want to conduct
work shops throughout Trinidad and Tobago to deal with family life issues. Mr.
Deputy Speaker everyone of us, Christians, Hindus or whatever faith we belong to;
we want you to think of family life.

I would just like to say something that will put family life in context and how
family life could save the future of Trinidad and Tobago. If I am allowed Mr.
Deputy Speaker, there was this kid who was asking to go and play football on
evenings, so his father said, “You do not do your work, you do not study. I am
going to tear up the map of the world and ask you to put it back together. When
you do that you could go and play”. After the father tore up the map and put it on
the table, within two minutes the kid said, “Dad, dad I have finished”. So when the
father came back he saw the map there. He said, “But son, you are very bright,
how did you do this?”  The son replied, if you turn over the map you will see a
picture of a family, all I did was put back the picture of the family and the world
was back together”. So our family life must be looked at. It is a critical part.

The Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs will talk about the youth and how
they need to play sports and so forth, but we need to talk about family life, this is
an important fabric in our society. This is like—I am sure Jesus Christ must have
faced the same problem. When he came and tried to talk about social issues he was
laughed at and sneered at. We would understand the decadence that our society is
in today that when you talk about things that would uplift the society you would
be jeered at because everybody has their own mind. They say beauty lies in the
eyes of the beholder. We know we face people who will not want this, but I am
asking, let us embrace our family life as we move on towards the next century.

The probation division is another one of my divisions and it is responsible for
people on probation. The members of that division have been doing much work. I
do not want to bore you with the details here this afternoon, they will be in charge
of the community service orders. They will be building a probation hospital in
Couva and they will be responsible for that, so they have a lot of work to do.
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I know that we will have a question about the National Insurance Board. I
know that the Minister of Finance, in his winding up, will tie up any query that will
be raised. I just want to say that the board, over the last five years, has taken
definite steps to make its operations more effective. Administrative expenses have
been reduced from $69 million in 1991 to $45 million in 1997. We have reduced
the cost of running national insurance. National benefits have risen from $66,000 in
1991 to $97,000 in 1996. So, Mr. Speaker, the payments in dollar value have
moved from $167 million in 1991 to $222 million in 1997. As you are aware, the
National Insurance Board has shown itself to be a sound financial system. We have
had protestations and we heard some voices from the opposite side—maybe not
today—of increasing pension without an increase in the contribution. This cannot
be supported at this time. As the Minister says, we are going to harmonize both
pensions by July 1998 and he will be that person to wind up and answer those
questions.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have outlined some of the measures of my Ministry as
we attempt to eradicate the social problems in our country and make our land a
truly quality nation. I have clearly illustrated, and I think that we have put the
interest of our citizens first and political interests after. A budget like this is a
recipe for prosperity and harmony. Others have had their chance and what did they
do? Impose heavy taxes on the population. Now they are calling on this
Government to increase pensions, but we have done so without their prompting.
Senior citizens in our country, wherever they meet us, are thanking us for this
$520 and we are ensuring that poverty is reduced at least a little.

I fully support this budget and I am extremely pleased with the measures. One
of the most famous sayings by the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was “I have a
dream”. In this speech, Dr. King's dream was that one day, in the United States of
America, there would be such unity that everyone in the USA, irrespective of race,
class, colour or religion would be joined and holding hands. Mr. Speaker, we have
a visionary leader, in the Member for Couva North, with his quest for national
unity. As I just mentioned, we have to understand that when we preach these sorts
of things we will hear whisperings from the other side. My leader has spoken and
demonstrated, despite the sustained efforts by the great dividers, pretenders,
mischief makers, misinformers and big “badjohns”, Martin Luther's dream will
become a reality in Trinidad and Tobago and our leader's dream will be a reality in
Trinidad and Tobago as this is only possible under our Government of national
unity.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank you.
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[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

Mr. Jarrette Narine  (Arouca North): It is really amazing and may I start from
where the Member for Chaguanas left off. While he was laughing at the Minister of
Works and Transport yesterday for being demoted; today he is talking about
national unity and about freedom, family life and all these types of things. What a
bold-faced thing to do. To come here in Parliament and lecture to the Members on
that side about family life, I think you have done an excellent job in doing that.

Mr. Speaker, today, I must compliment the Member for Chaguanas because,
unlike some of his colleagues, he did try after two years to debate here today and
he did not come with a prepared statement to pass to the press after the debate.
They are in the continuous habit of doing that. I must compliment you for trying to
get out of that and debate.

4.15 p.m.

I will also like to compliment the Members for San Fernando East and Port of
Spain South for two excellent contributions. [Desk thumping] Mr. Speaker, may I
remind the Member for Chaguanas about the Central Statistical Office report.
When the hon. Member speaks about poverty in urban areas, it is this report that
we used in allocating projects under the Unemployment Relief Programme and the
social safety net that the PNM had during its time in Government, to ascertain the
areas that were most deprived. We would try to help those areas more than the
ones with agricultural lands, fishing villages and industries and which could
survive, other than dependency on the social safety net, vis-à-vis, the
Unemployment Relief Programme and other programmes that he would have had
in his ministry.

The hon. Member would understand that where the twin towers are today in
John John, when the fire broke lose it was just a matter of about four lots of land.
Whereas, if that had happened in his constituency or Arouca North, the most
persons that would have been homeless may have been about five or 10. In John
John there were 124 persons homeless at that time.

It was the PNM, a caring government, that built the John John towers. Up to
now, after two years, you hear the Member for St. Augustine saying "they want it
free". They do not want it free but they want what is due to them. They have lived
there all their lives and it is difficult for them to move and settle elsewhere. There
should have been negotiations. I am certain that the Member for Port of Spain
South did all in  his power, as the Member of Parliament for that area, to ratify that
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situation with a lot of problems coming from the ministry. At this time of the year
of bringing joy and blessings to the people let the Minister now call in the Member
for Port of Spain South and have this matter regularized once and for all.

Mr. Speaker, I also remind the Member for Chaguanas that in his contribution
he spoke about the SHARE Programme saying that he did not victimize anyone. I
am certain that the Member for Diego Martin East knows otherwise. The Member
for Diego Martin East reported very early, that in the programme for his
constituency there was victimization. I think you can ask the Member for Arima
also. Within his constituency in the Malabar area, the programme was also stopped
and only restarted when he made a "froghopper" leap onto the other side and the
programme was given back to the church in Malabar.

Dr. Mohammed: Let him come over.

Mr. J. Narine : It is unfair for the hon. Member to say that he came in, met the
programme and left it as it is. That is not so. That is not true. I also remind him
that there was a former Minister in this Parliament last year who perhaps cannot
speak properly. He has a soft heart and it is in the right place. I understand that.
They took over $2 million from his programme for poverty and sent it to Tobago
for the Tobago House of Assembly elections.

Mr. Ramsaran: I do not know where the Member for Arouca North got that
information but what was debated at that time was the Public Sector Investment
Programme. Moneys were moved from the Ministry of Social Development to the
Tobago House of Assembly. It was not money from the poverty programme but
money from the the Public Sector Investment Programme.

Mr. Hart : It was for election purposes.

Hon. Member: Rum and roti in Tobago.

Mr. J. Narine : It seems as though this Minister is in the mold of his other
colleagues thinking that when you give out 1,000 or 5,000 hampers you alleviate
poverty. Poverty is not about giving out food but doing things to alleviate the
plight of people living in certain communities. You will not understand that.

Mr. Speaker, around every part of the PNM controlled areas there continues to
be victimization and interference with corporations managed by the People's
National Movement. There will also continue to be victimization of people who
look like PNM, as was said by the Member for San Fernando East this morning.

Hon. Member: How do PNM people look?
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Mr. J. Narine : The Budget is truly a reflection of the Government we have
presently; what you see on the outside is not what is really happening. I quote from
one of the most respected economists in this part of the world who referred to the
budget as being "technically unsound...". [Interruption]

Dr. Mohammed: What is his name?

Mr. J. Narine : They did not call your name in any court.—"a cotton candy
budget, a reminder of Iwer George's calypso."  As was so eloquently said today by
the Member for San Fernando East, the budget was an empty one, of no hope or
vision and we would see the unfolding next year.

The PNM came to Parliament, I think it was three years ago, and tried to
change the financial year. The Minister of Local Government wrote the various
corporations asking that they give support to change the financial year. I have a
copy of a letter dated July 8, 1997. This means that in July of this year he wrote
some of the corporations asking for support. Is this a nine months budget? We are
looking forward to legislation that may change the financial year. We are in a
situation here where we are planning for the entire next year.

I know that the Government has a way of getting around the two-thirds
support. When that time comes we are going to put forward the same arguments
that you had put up to disturb a government, at that time, from changing the
financial year which you would have benefited from since 1996.

It is clear that it is faced with the same problems as former governments. The
trouble is, they are approaching these problems with less experience, talent,
expertise and certainly less honesty, to the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

In the UNC manifesto for local Government last year, in its commitment for the
local elections, the first paragraph in this document says:

"The UNC will empower local Government bodies through a process of
meaningful decentralization to enjoy a substantial measure of autonomy in the
conduct of their affairs."

Under Local Government in 1996, the first move that the Minister made was to
remove $13.018 million, which was taken away from the PNM-controlled
corporation. As a matter of fact, the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation lost
over $7 million, at that time, of the $13.018 million. That was taken away and sent
to UNC-controlled corporations  This was a wicked act for a government that
preaches national unity to have done.
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What was more suspicious about the movement of these funds was that $6.872
million out of that $13.018 million was used for consulting and over contracted
services in the Ministry of Local Government. I ask today: Who were the
beneficiaries of that $6.872 million?

This did not only take place in 1996, but in 1997 it continued. For example, the
Arima Municipal Corporation's recurrent funding was decreased by $1.082 million,
while the Chaguanas Borough Corporation was increased by $2.444 million.

4.25 p.m.

This continues in the 1998 Budget, Mr. Speaker, this wicked trend of giving
more money to certain areas even though they talk about national unity and about
equity—not ‘e-quite-able’—among the people of Trinidad and Tobago and the
various areas. In the 1998 Budget under Recurrent Funding, Port of Spain City
Corporation, this city of Port of Spain was decreased by $5.782 million. The San
Fernando City Corporation by $3.259 million while the Chaguanas Municipal
Corporation is increased by $2.589 million. Therefore, you have the two cities in
Trinidad, both in Port of Spain and San Fernando being decreased under recurrent
estimate while you have Chaguanas being increased. This is a trend that started in
1986 and it continues now. In the 1998 Development Programme, Arima
Municipal Corporation was given $2.4 million; Port of Spain City Corporation
$2.6 million;  San Fernando City Corporation, $2.6 million; Chaguanas Municipal
Corporation $6.950 million. This is what I am speaking about. This neglect that
they are paying to persons in the areas that we represent is going to pay dearly and
some of the warnings that you have been receiving from persons on this side and
other sources in Trinidad, please do not take them lightly.

Apart from this removal of funds in 1996 and 1997, and the reduction of
funding for some of our corporations in 1998, the Development Programme
supplemental for 1977, I would like to deal with this. On July 31, 1997 the
Ministry of Local Government was given $27.580 million. It came to Parliament
and we understood that when they come to Parliament that this matter would have
been dealt with. Virements are a known fact, when one is running government
these things will happen. But the Minister of Local Government came with the
funding itemized for each municipal corporation, most of them were supposed to
get about $1.157 million equitably distributed and I felt good about that. Not only
did I feel well because I felt the Minister was an honourable man. Only to find out
a couple months after that—let me say, Mr. Speaker, from the Siparia Regional
Corporation I have a document here, 1997 allocations $2 million this was spent on
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the Development Programme for the Siparia Regional Corporation. What was
given out of that to areas controlled by the PNM: Brighton; Vessigny, $50,000;
Erin, $50,000; Siparia West, $50,000; Siparia East/San Francique, $50,000; and
out of that the actual receipt was Brighton/Vessigny got $28,000 from the $50,000
which was allocated for them, Erin got $45,000 out of the $50,000,  Siparia West
got $25,000, Siparia East/San Francique got $25,000—they did not get any money
up to date but it was reduced to $25,000. You can understand, Mr. Speaker, out
of an allocation of $2,000,000 only $100,000 was actually allocated to the PNM;
half of that corporation belong to the People's National Movement. They won that
corporation by a lotto system and this is the treatment that is handed out to the
councillors in that area. What more, Mr. Speaker.

The PSIP where $1.1 million was released and this part of the Development
Programme—supplemental—the actual projects were Tulsa Trace—is that not
familiar to you all gentlemen?—that came up on the last list of $16 million.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the sitting is suspended until 5.00 p.m.

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

5.04 p.m. Sitting resumed.

Mr. J. Narine: Mr. Speaker, when we took the break for the tea time I was
giving an explanation of national unity where funds are being allocated only to UNC

areas and I was on that corporation called Siparia Regional Corporation. And on
the first set of funding which was given on July 31, 1997 of $27.580 million,
$1.157 million was given to each corporation including the Siparia Regional
Corporation. The names of those roads that were paved at that time as indicated
by the Minister in writing to the corporation: Tulsa Trace, $260,000; Standard
Road, $200,000; Ramroopsingh Trace, $100,000; Gheerahoo Trace, $50,000;
Sundarsingh Trace, $100,000; Colley Trace, Fyzabad, $50,000; Ramcharan Trace
$397,000. All roads in the Fyzabad constituency; every one.

It continues in the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation. I would like to read
into the record this correspondence from the Permanent Secretary, Minister of
Local Government to the Chief Executive Officer, Tunapuna/Piarco Regional
Corporation dated September 23, 1997, subject: Approval for Supplementary
Funding - Development Programme 1977:

“Cabinet by Minute No. 1597 dated June 26, 1997 agreed to the provision of
funds to undertake works on the undermentioned projects. Accordingly, the
sum of $1,287,710.00 is now released to you on cheques No. P/23755411 and
P/23755412 dated September 18, 1997 to be used to carry out jobs as specified.



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997
[MR. NARINE]

296

211 - Development of Recreational Facilities $130,710.00

1. New Settlement Recreation Ground”

that is in a UNC area, Mr. Speaker.

“228 - Local Roads and Bridges Programme

1. Lyndon Street $140,000.

2. Frederick Settlement $340,000.

3. Factory Road, Oropune Village $140,000.

4. Abercromby Street, St. Joseph $120,000.

5. Bamboo Settlement $100,000.

6. Hereera Trace $167,000.

7. Mon Plasir Road        $150,000.

$1.157 million”

The streets that were to be done are those seven listed. But in Frederick
Settlement, there was supposed to be five streets at $340,000 listed. But what has
happened, I understand, is that the Minister visited that area when they were
paving that day and streets were removed as Kay Street was removed and Nag
Street was placed. You would know, Mr. Speaker, that Frederick Settlement is an
area just past Caroni. Only yesterday you would have heard that certain persons
lost their appeal in the Appeal Court, this is their area, Mr. Speaker. One wonders
who had connections there to have all these roads in Frederick Settlement paved
when there are so many roads all over the East/West corridor in total disrepair. Big
potholes all over Five Rivers in Arouca. Not a single road in Arouca North was
paved during the last two years. I am saying that this also continued with the
developmental programme supplemental 1997 for the San Juan/Laventille Regional
Corporation where they had written. But then an appendix was attached. I would
not want to burden you with all the reading but the appendix which was attached
stated that the following works are to be done: Aranguez Branch Road
resurfacing, $228,000; Coronation Street, $101,000; Persad Lane, $91,000;
Quarry Drive resurfacing, $190,000. These were all roads either belonging to the
Member for St. Joseph or the Member for San Juan/Barataria and the situation is
that the San Juan/Laventille Regional Corporation—

Mr. Assam: I do not own any roads, Mr. Speaker. To say that the roads
belonging to the Member for St. Joseph is totally erroneous.
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Mr. J. Narine: Mr. Speaker, you will understand what is taking place. I feel
that the information that I am giving here today is revealing so it must affect some
people; especially the Member for St. Joseph who was a local government person.
I would have thought better than that because—

Mr. Assam: [Inaudible]

Mr. J. Narine: Not that you live there, you represent the people there.

Mr. Assam: Say that. Do not say I own the road.

Mr. J. Narine: It was so badly done that these roads were all placed in these
areas. This is the point I am making.

5.10 p.m.
What happened, Mr. Speaker, Coronation Street was done by the San

Juan/Laventille Regional Corporation under Development Programme, a PNM

corporation which equally divided its development programme, so by the time the
Minister put Coronation Street here for $100,000 it was already paved. That is the
point.

Mr. Imbert: Corruption!

Mr. J. Narine: So that he did not know which roads he was putting in. He just
called his Members of Parliament, placed these roads on a programme to be paved,
not knowing that Coronation Street was already paved. I have relatives living at
Coronation Street, you understand.

Mr. Assam: Why are you against Aranguez people?

Mr. J. Narine: I have relatives in Aranguez, but I am against your only paving
roads in one area and the people of San Juan/Laventille are suffering. That is what
I am against.

Mr. Speaker, the San Fernando City Corporation—on June 20, 1997 a similar
letter was written. Let me say that this was the second supplemental for the year
1997 and under the roads and bridges programme, the names of roads were: Sixth
Street—resurfacing, $92,000; Silk Cotton Road—resurfacing, $82,000; St. John
Road Toruba—resurfacing, $76,000; Guaracara Road—construction of footpath,
$665,757; From Pino Box Drain to Kelvin Radiator Workshop—construction of
box drain, $757,765; Union Road Marabella—construction of box drain, $656,172.

Mr. Speaker, the total dissatisfaction of the San Fernando City Corporation
was that all these areas were in the constituency of the Member for Pointe-a-
Pierre, the Minister of Local Government. A total of $2.329 million was spent in
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one constituency and he said that he was enhancing the City of San Fernando by
paving all these streets and fixing box drains. I do not know; I understand that
some family live in that area. But what is happening is that—

Mr. Assam: He paved the road in front your house, you know.

Mr. J. Narine: That was paved about 15 years ago. You were the Chairman
of St. George East County Council when that road was paved. You do not even
know. You cannot even take credit for what we did in those days.

The Union Park and surroundings, on the first supplementary, they spent
$405,000 and the original approval for the entire City of San Fernando was just
$2.4 million, so you can understand that they gave on the development programme
$2.4 million for the entire City of San Fernando but the Minister comes with a
supplementary vote and gives himself $2.3 million to do works only in the Pointe-
a-Pierre constituency. How are you going to give this Minister the Unemployment
Relief Programme? You are jumping from the pot into the fire. I will deal with that
further down in my discussions here today.

Mr. Assam: How much did you give the City of Port of Spain?

Mr. J. Narine:  Mr. Speaker, when we go to December 8, what happened on that
occasion is that when the Minister did that to all the corporations, indicating what they
should do, dictating for the corporations who should get the autonomy to do what they
would like to do, decentralize the powers of local government, he was dictating to all the
councils. He found opposition from the PNM-controlled councils in that we threatened that
he should be taken to court because of the Act. What happened after that is that against the
fact, payments were not approved for that first supplemental vote of $27.580 million. So he
came to Parliament on December 8 and brought a list of 62 roads.

Mr. D. Singh: It is 54 roads.

Mr. J. Narine: Sixty-two roads, I have here. Every single road of the 62 roads
is in UNC-controlled areas. Every single road! One road out of this, Foster Road in
Sangre Grande, is in the area of a UNC councillor. One Minister has some kind of
interest in that area in that he has siblings in the area so that they did it that way.
They put four roads in San Fernando West where the PNM never won and where
Kama Maharaj won votes for them and a UNC councillor is involved.

Mr. Speaker, I laughed with this 62 roads programme in that my colleague
from Tunapuna saw St. John's Road and he thought it was in Tunapuna. It is St.
John’s Road in Avocat, I am certain. If I am wrong let the Minister say that I am
wrong; that it is not St. John’s Road in Avocat, it is St. John’s Road in Tunapuna.
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Mr. Hart: Cemetery Street, too.

Mr. J. Narine: Well, all over the country, there are cemetery streets. I cannot
say where that is.

Mr. Assam: Development at last.

Mr. J. Narine:  Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we have a government that goes out
there and does all kinds of public relations about how it is so fair and it is equitably
distributing funding to the people of Trinidad and Tobago when they sit in their caucus
to choose where the money should be spent, in their areas alone—national unity.

But Mr. Speaker, because of the first supplemental distribution here in
Parliament, the Minister realized that according to the Act he was wrong and may
I say that even their councillors are displeased with what is taking place. Imagine
the Couva/Talparo/Tabaquite Regional Corporation has expressed support, and
this is Friday, December 12, TnT Mirror—

Mr. D. Singh: Mirror .

Mr. J. Narine: What happened to the TnT Mirror? It is your people who
reported the Mirror and went and threatened life in Couva. It is your people who
reported TNT to the Mirror . It states:

“Some councillors in the United National Congress (UNC)-dominated
Couva/Talparo/Tabaquite Regional Corporation have expressed support for the protest
action taken by members of the People’s National Movement (PNM)-controlled San
Juan/Laventille Corporation against Local Government Minister Dhanraj Singh.

A spokesman for a group of four of the 11 Couva councillors told TnT
Mirror:  ‘We are experiencing the same problem as San Juan.

But none of us is man enough to protest."

I read no more, Mr. Speaker, because none of them is man enough to protest
against the UNC. They have to stay very quiet. What happened in the PNM can
always happen in the PNM because we are a democratic organization. If that should
happen there, that would have been chaos.

Mr. Assam: And all yuh want to kill Rowley!

Miss Nicholson: And all yuh want to kill Rowley! Sorry, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order! I think that we all know that this is not the way that we
should carry on.

Mr. J. Narine: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. What I was trying to put
to the Minister is when on July 31, he received the $27.580 million for work to be
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done in the regional corporation and he dictated that the money should be spent
only in UNC areas, he then realized that according to Act No. 21 of 1990, section
269(1) and (2) state:

“(1) The Minister may give general or specific directions to any Council in
relation to Government policy...”

I repeat, Mr. Speaker:

 “... Government policy touching or concerning any matter; and it shall be
the duty of the Council to govern its actions in accordance with any such
directions.

(2) Where a council wilfully neglects or, refuses to carry out its
responsibilities in relation to a particular matter, the President may by
Order transfer responsibility for that matter to the Minister."

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that nothing was transferred to the Minister for him to
take those actions, hence when he came here on December 8, and the Minister of
Finance allowed $16 million to do 62 roads, it came to Parliament for approval.
What happened is when it went to the corporation, they did not approve the
funding because they had no programme for it. The Minister did his own thing and
you can imagine $27 million in funding to do his own thing.

Mr. Assam: Blame Jaigobin Nanga.

Mr. J. Narine: Another sore point of the Ministry of Local Government is the
labour situation. You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that as soon as this UNC/NAR

coalition Government came into office on November 22, 1995, a reminder letter
was sent by the Minister through his Permanent Secretary to remind the
corporations of a circular dated April 30, 1995 sent out by the former minister of
Local Government to meet with the union to sign the permanent cadre for the
daily-paid workers for those councils.

You will also recall, Mr. Speaker, because this was previously discussed here,
that on December 11, 1995, that circular was withdrawn and on December 12,
another circular was sent out asking for information that the corporation could not
have given within a one-day period. So on the 11th he withdrew the circular and
on the 12th he wrote asking for information to be given to him by December 13,
1995. That was too short a time to get the information. My information is that
recently, he got together with the union and negotiated.
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I can talk for Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation, I being a member of the
trade union movement at the executive level. He met with the trade union
movement and they bargained and he took half of the employment for each
corporation and gave the union the other half. Chaos in Tunapuna/Piarco. What
has happened is that people who never worked a day in Tunapuna/Piarco—

Mr. D. Singh: That is not true.

Mr. J. Narine: You prove that it is not true. Persons who never worked one
day in Tunapuna/Piarco, are now on the permanent cadre. The Member for St.
Joseph knows that for years we have been trying to regularize that cadre. I can tell
you that a cook from the union who never worked in Tunapuna/Piarco, who does
not belong to the area, is now a permanent worker there.

But the PNM made provisions for that in the Industrial Relations Act. We have
six months within which to query any permanent cadre. For your information, the
new union that is being put on stream with one of your councillors at the helm,
your former councillor in Rio Claro, has told me that they are going to protest this
action. As a matter of fact, in the Debe/Penal Regional Corporation, I understand
that the chairman took everybody from his street and made them permanent.

5.25 p.m.

This is what is happening. The labour situation in the ministry is a fiasco. When
the Member for Diego Martin East was the Minister the union had signed an
agreement, where no one would be employed to replace the persons who left
under the Voluntary Separation of Employment Programme. The Minister of
Finance said in his budget that local government made 5,000 workers permanent.
My information is, that figure is about 2,000; and they were regular workers. If I
am wrong, when the Minister is replying, let him say so. When the PNM was in
power, persons were sent home voluntarily. They were not forced. They went
under the  Voluntary Separation Employment Programme.

When you boast about making people permanent, it is persons who are
working for a number of years and did not get on the permanent cadre because
there was no room. But according to the Memorandum of Agreement, once you
have worked two years in local government or in any daily-paid category in
Government, you are entitled to all the benefits, except one. Once you have two
years and over, you are deemed a regular worker. You are entitled to the same
amount of sick leave, casual leave, vacation leave, severance pay, gratuity,
extension of sick leave, as a permanent worker, from the commencement of two
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years. The only thing that you get, apart from that, to get on the permanent cadre,
is that now you are guaranteed 10 days’ work.

The PNM was a caring government. We always gave regular workers 10 days’
work. So what they have done here is sham, another public relations exercise. This
Government does not care about the workers in this country.

The Minister of Local Government is reported as saying that they can protest
all they want; that would not change anything. That is the arrogance that is coming
from him. That is a blueprint for confrontation. There must be protest action.
When a minister is acting the way he is, there must be confrontation, and further to
this, social disorder. The last time they confronted him in the ministry he had to
leave through the back gate, and had to run.

Mr. D. Singh: That is not true!

Mr. J. Narine: I am saying so. While it is the policy of the People’s National
Movement to divide its allocations equally across the board, the UNC is taking the
money which is given to the region and giving it to one specific area in which they
have total support. That type of treatment will soon be known. As soon as the
local government election is called, we are going to prove to them that we have
won the last local government election and we are going to win in any other local
government election because of the Minister’s actions. [Desk thumping]

This is the only Government which is in power and does not control local
government. I am certain that the Member for St. Joseph will know that 1983 was
the first time the PNM lost the St. George East County Council. When the NAR

came into office in 1986, there was a clean sweep; they controlled. When the PNM

returned to office in 1991, we controlled 10 out of the 14 regional corporations.
This Government does not even control half of the regional corporations. They
have to win one by a lotto system. It is “licks like peas” at the next local
government election.

So you are seeing the mismanagement. While the policy of the PNM is to be fair
to everyone, this Government is using public relations, going about giving out
hampers, kissing people, doing all kinds of things, but deep down, they are not
giving the people of Trinidad and Tobago equal treatment. That is national unity,
Mr. Speaker.

Local government will not be the same again, thanks to this Minister, who is
guilty of incompetence, unfair treatment, mismanagement and untrustworthiness. It
is now a ministry of dog-eat-dog. Now they are going to put the Unemployment



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997

303

Relief Programme into that ministry. So they are going to create further confusion
in that ministry. I was told by the public servants that all those who act against his
wishes, because of their regulations as public servants, were placed in a unit in the
ministry which is called the “doghouse unit”. That is the way he treats the public
servants.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member has
expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by a further
30 minutes. [Dr. K. Rowley]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. J. Narine: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I would like to put on the record a headline on the Bomb newspaper of Friday,
August 1, 1997. They cannot say it is TNT Mirror. Their senatorial colleagues like
to write in the Bomb, which has their support. I extracted one of two pages like
this in the newspaper, which states:

“Chaguanas Corporation—corruption continued. Nepotism, mishandling of
funds, irregular hiring.”

If I go through this, Mr. Speaker, you will be shocked, so I would leave it.
While the PNM corporations are being well managed by the PNM chairmen, mayors
and councillors, the Minister is having problems with his corporation, yet the
Government has seen it fit to put the Unemployment Relief Programme under that
incompetent minister.

I now turn to the Unemployment Relief Programme. I would like to thank the
Prime Minister for taking the programme from the Minister of Works and
Transport. Notice, I did not say, ministry. It is clear that he never understood the
programme. It was simply unemployment relief. It was not to give away to the
badjohns, the bandits, the criminals and unholy alliances, as described by the Prime
Minister of this country. That is exactly what happened over the last two years.
The DEWD Programme was stopped in 1988 and started as LIDP. We took the LID

Programme, which was a fairly good one and developed on it. The problems of
DEWD and LIDP were decreasing when the PNM administration, under Mr. Patrick
Manning, had taken it from heights to heights. By this time we would have been
doing more than 400 construction jobs all over Trinidad and Tobago.
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You cannot stop a foreman from stealing a bag of cement, but when he is
caught, it is what you do about it. They have taken family and friends and when
corruption is found, they are moved to another region. If it happened in Region 7,
they are put in Region 8. If somebody in Region 7 gives trouble, he is put in
Region 6. This is what has been happening. The Member for Pointe-a-Pierre was
not the minister at the time, but I am certain it is going to happen under his
guidance.

So the Unemployment Relief Programme was simply to give unemployment
relief. It was not for persons whom you would not want to run that type of
programme. We were trying to shift it away from the badjohn element. Ask the
former Minister of Works and Transport. Persons were fired. We had
confrontation in Port of Spain, but we did not budge.

According to a former Member of Parliament, we had testicular fortitude. It
was not a case of creaming off the top of the programme to give contracts to those
who helped in the election campaign.

5.35 p.m.
Earlier this year I came to Parliament and I asked how much money was spent

on the clean-up campaign and the Minister was so bold and untruthful to say it was
only $13,000 which was spent on gas. My supplemental question was: Is he going
to give those contractors who worked free, the contracts in the programme? The
Prime Minister said that was not in the question. Do you know what was not in the
question either? That the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism gave that
Minister $113 million to run that programme and he spent $158 million. It is
written in the 1998 Budget Statement. I am warning the Minister of Local
Government that he is also owing something like $20 million for goods and
services. Therefore, the Minister would be starting next year with a deficit—and
$5 million is normally sent to the Tobago House of Assembly for the
Unemployment Relief Programme. The Member should check his records before
doing his budget. He might say he has $130 million and actually has $100
million—$105 million. I am asking the Minister to check his records before he puts
his budgetary personnel to work on that programme by January of next year.

The clean-up campaign was another fiasco. I went into the base and, I
remember the Member for St. Augustine going with a blueprint up to Wallerfield
in 1986. Wallerfield is worse off today. In that clean-up campaign in Wallerfield
under the Unemployment Relief Programme, about 15 tyres were lost from
vehicles on the roads in that area because of the steel which was in the ground. So
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to tell this honourable House in a question in Parliament—we are accustomed to
the Minister of Works and Transport telling the untruth—it is $13,000, was just a
sham. The amount of money which was spent there—and another Minister said
flooding is a thing of the past because they cleaned up. What is happening now?
The Member for Naparima wants to build a tourist attraction with the flooding in
Naparima. He said that is a plus. He has to get some amphibian cars to go down
there. Under the Member, the programme was worse than ever because he gave
away the programme to the badjohns, the criminals and the bandits, and it is
continuing to happen.

As admitted by his own colleague, the Minister of Local Government, who,
after the budget on Friday, said that he was going to stamp out the corruption. I
said, “Oh boy, is that his colleague? Also, anybody else in the ministry who had
anything to do with the programme and was corrupt, would stamp that person out.

Mr. Speaker: I prefer if the Member does not push it too much by talking
about his colleague being corrupt. There are certain things that are not done
without being said in a substantive way. The Standing Orders do not permit it. Try
to use some other softer, gentler word.

Mr. J. Narine : Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have difficulty when I
talk about corruption to say it in any other words.

Mr. Speaker: I do not know whether you understand me. I am just talking
about referring to Members of this or the other House in a certain way. If you have
difficulty doing that, I would have to adopt a certain course.

Mr. J. Narine: Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your guidance. The
Unemployment Relief Training Programme was another fiasco.

I remember there was a consultation programme held in Chaguaramas and it
was decided at that consultation by the former Minister of Works, that we were
going to start a school’s programme mainly for 100 per cent women. That
programme was well-thought out. The women in that programme were working
for a higher hourly rated salary for four hours per day. They were working for 9.00
an hour. They were reporting for work at 10.00 o’clock in the morning and leaving
at 2.00 o’clock in the afternoon. That solved areas.

Firstly, they had the opportunity to drop their children to school and pick them
up after school. They also had the opportunity to stay at home on mornings and
were able to prepare meals so that when they got back from work, whether it is
their husbands or the children, there was a meal there. The programme was mainly
for single mothers.
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Another area in which it helped was that because of the hours the women were
able to do their household chores, go to work and still get something out of the
programme. What happened to this training programme? This training programme
is a total failure. It was touted as part of that programme to help solve the crime
situation in the country after they said 100 vehicles would solve the crime
situation. As soon as they got into office, they realized that they conned the
population in an election by saying so, so they started talking other things. The
Minister indicated in the budget last year, how many would be trained.

I am asking today: How many persons, against those numbers as stated, were
actually trained? Mr. Speaker, allow me, because those persons who were under
training were receiving $40.00 per day and fortnight after fortnight, they did not
get paid. Young persons went to the Salaries Review Commission and said—I
would come to that in a moment because the Salaries Review Commission is part
of the Unemployment Relief Programme that I would like to deal with in detail.
How many were certified and at what level? Do you remember the favourite one
the Minister boasted about? That people would be placed in permanent jobs after
they were trained. I ask today: How many persons from the training programme
under the Unemployment Relief Programme were placed in permanent jobs? I am
saying this is not a reality. Many persons were given jobs to be trained. How it was
done under the former Minister was that persons under training were paid the same
salaries as others, with the trainee in the programme receiving about $2.00 less
than the labourer, and those persons worked for months on the programme to be
trained. They were paid a proper salary alongside those who were working on the
construction jobs, laying down drains, putting up blocks, working on buildings, on
community centres and the legacy is there, that there was really a programme at
that time which had 400 construction jobs.

Recently, I read in the daily newspapers that at the third quarter of 1997, the
unemployment rate went up by 0.04 per cent. It is because, by that time, they had
already burst the vote for the Unemployment Relief Programme and were sending
people home. They had turned the construction gangs into sanitation gangs. There
was a gang of only three persons working in my village.

5.45 p.m.

During the first half of the fortnight the workers were stopped because there
was no money to pay them. You can imagine what happened with that programme
in the first six months of this year. Who got the $50 million which was overspent?
That money was not given to the people who deserve the work as the programme
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suggests, for unemployment relief. No one, or very few persons were placed in
permanent jobs. They made a hullabaloo about it, but they were not certified.

Given the failure, how would they proceed in the future? I ask the Minister of
Local Government to give us a plan of action for the Unemployment Relief
Programme. Where would the training be and who would be trained in this vital
area of training? This was supposed to reduce the crime rate. Surely, training is a
failure, given the rise in crime.

I would deal with two areas which fell under the Unemployment Relief
Programme. One is SRC, a garage which is situated in Wallerfield. It was one of
the best garages which we had left when we demitted office, the second only to
Caroni. No other government department had a garage like that. The previous
government of the PNM had given some of the equipment to persons they had
owed and others as a rental lease to contractors in the Ministry of Works and
Transport. Basically, the other equipment such as lathes were left there to teach
young people to do sheet metal work and arc welding. There was an upholstery
shop.

It is my information that over the last two years the Minister of Works and
Transport allowed the place to become dilapidated. Much stealing is taking place
there and now it is ready to be sold to one of those persons who would normally
buy those things from the Government. I was also told that the Chinese
Consortium visited there a few weeks ago and they would set up base to build the
North Coast Road. There are other pieces of equipment which can be refurbished
such as a fully computerized asphalt paver which was left by the Germans. We had
planned to refurbish that plant. There is also a concrete mixer on the plant. I do not
know if they are still there because for the past two years with this administration,
anything could have happened.

I have a problem with Tapana which I would share. Tapana was bought by the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago in 1978. The Bureau of Standards put down
that plant but it was never operated properly. After a few years it was left there.
Workers from the Ministry of Works and Transport went from Mount Hope to
Tapana Quarries past Valencia. When we got into office, we started refurbishing
the plant, much to the surprise of the workers because they felt it was time that
something should be done. That plant was supposed to have been sold by the
previous administration to a big contractor in Trinidad who would have taken the
plant up the islands to mine aggregates. They did not understand that in Trinidad
we export aggregate up the islands. A building boom was coming in. There was a
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problem in that we would hire a truck at the cost of $500 per day. It had to go to
National Quarries and receive one load of material. Can you imagine a programme
with 400 construction projects in the Ministry of Works and Transport and they
have to line up for one load of material?

We had refurbished the plant at a cost of $2 million and the success story is
written in the Ministry of Finance. Mr. Mottley who was the Minister of Finance at
the time was pleased that during the first year of operation $4 million was made. It
continued to make money. When this Government came into office in 1995, it did
not send for materials or spares in 1996 and 1997. The plant is now down and
ready to be sold.

Corruption is spoken about in URP. At Picton, for six months scaffolding was
put around the water tanks. I have never seen people use scaffolding to paint
around a tank. I would not call the name of the contractor from whom the
scaffolding was rented. He had rental for six months. The URP had four jobs for
two tanks. You can imagine what happened. My information is that paint was
bought three times for those two tanks. Two thousand gallons of paint were
bought at the cost of $315 per gallon. What kind of paint costs that price? I do not
know. I am telling him so that he could check it out.

I have another problem with one of my constituents. A favourite calypsonian in
Trinidad named Black Prince who lives in the constituency of Arouca North went
to that opening ceremony. He was put on the payroll of URP to be paid for singing
two calypsoes. He said that to this time he has not received his pay.

There is a parang group from Lopinot that is going to the schools and the
leader is the foreman. That parang group is organized by the Arouca North UNC

group that controls the URP. There was no material for three months.

Suppliers are to be paid and those who were not paid this year will be paid by
April next year.

Do not talk about the ghost gangs! We had computerized the records of URP.

I heard the Member for Chaguanas talk about the old aged pensioners cashing
cheques in supermarkets. That is a recipe for corruption. We had stopped that.
Now there are persons around with cheques to the value of $200 in their
possession to collect from the grocery owners and other businessmen, to get $100
on each cheque. They are so naive. There is no planning.

In Bon Air Gardens between the hard surface courts and the recreation ground
they built toilets where we had planned to build a two-sided pavilion, so that the
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people could sit and watch on both sides. Now those who are watching basketball
cannot see another game from that point. That is bad planning.

The projects in our area have been stopped. We started to do some work on
Lopinot Road, but it was never completed.

When we came into office, we made sure that all the projects on the
Unemployment Relief Programme, which were left hanging by the NAR

government, were tackled first.

5.55 p.m.

I have some information—and there are some people in Parliament who would
like me to raise it—which was received at 1.15 p.m. today. Essentially, it says that
there is no pay for Unemployment Relief Programme workers. Workers of Region
9 were told that there is no money to pay them. I understand that the gates were
locked and people were told to come back next week. Next week is Christmas,
Mr. Speaker, and the poor people of this country are hungry. There are about
2,000 workers involved, and I am asking this Minister of Finance to speak to his
Minister of Works and Transport and pay the people of Laventille, in Region 9
who have not been paid.

Some of their names were down and the cheques were given to other people to
be cashed. They have not cashed those cheques. At other places, they took out
names from the old sheets, with the identification cards, tendered them for the
fortnight, collected the cheques and cashed them. Cheques must be cashed at the
bank, with the person’s identification card. It may take a little longer, but it is a
control that we had put in place.

There are hundreds of workers with these problems—fortnight 14 to 20, no
pay. We are talking about six fortnights. Many cheques are missing and cannot be
accounted for. Mitred sheets are missing. Sometimes when rosters go out to the
job site and there are replacements, those replacements come late and you have to
submit an extra paysheet. Those are missing. I would not want to go through all
these, but I also have the roster for Upper Quarry Circular Road, Gonzales
Quarry, where workers were not paid. Why not pay the poor people? They come
here talking about poor people. Pay the poor people at Laventille who have
worked in the Unemployment Relief Programme!

I had discussions with some people at Arouca last night. They said that
removing the Minister of Works and Transport was a political decision. He used
the Unemployment Relief Programme to make everybody who wanted “10 days”
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join the party, so that they could vote at the last party election. They boasted that
they had 45,000 members. Five thousand members voted, so I say that 40,000
joined for “10 days”. They were used to take over the party, but he cannot get any
bigger than some people there. I am not seeing the Member for Couva South. The
Member for Couva South would not take that. How could he control the party
from the Unemployment Relief Programme? That is a problem they have had.

What is the future of the URP workers? Are they fired? Have they all been sent
home? Has the programme manager been sent home? Have the engineers, assistant
engineers and surveyors been sent home? There are some people who have only a
certificate from the John S. Donaldson Technical Institute and they are being paid
as senior engineers in the programme. Check it out! What about staffing and
salaries? Will he raise the salaries to the level of workers in the ministry? If he is
planning to use one-third from the local government authority and two-thirds from
outside, then he has to bring it under the Memorandum of Agreement. What about
the technical staff? How will projects be allocated? We had allocated projects
according to the Central Statistical Office report.

Mr. Speaker: Your time is up. Please wind up.

Mr. J. Narine: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. I am sorry I did not have time to
take up the problems of the Arouca and Arima constituencies, but I feel satisfied
that I have shown you and others, in no uncertain terms, that this Government
does not know what it is doing. It has a budget that is empty. It has programmes
that it cannot manage. They have already taken the Unemployment Relief
Programme and put it into a corrupt ministry. I say no more.

I thank you.

The Minister of Local Government (Hon. Dhanraj Singh): Mr. Speaker,
firstly, I support this Appropriation Bill, 1998. Its contents demonstrate that in no
uncertain terms, the Minister of Finance fully understands the macro-economic
variables in Trinidad and Tobago. More importantly, he understands the mood of
the population, and the position taken in the budget of no new taxes, clearly
demonstrates this. All policy decisions taken in the budget contain a single thread
which relates to the empowerment of people and concern for the poor.

However, before I go further into my contribution, I would like to respond to
the contribution of the Member for Arouca North. He seemed invigorated at this
time. He spoke with such zest, but it is too late. He is no longer in the Ministry of
Local Government, in charge of the Unemployment Relief Programme. If he had
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spent the time and demonstrated the interest he is demonstrating now, I am sure
the Ministry of Local Government would have been far more advanced than it is
today.

6.05 p m.

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Arouca North dealt a lot with half truths and
innuendoes and he misled Members. For example, he talked about moneys being
taken from PNM-controlled corporations and placed in UNC corporations. The
moneys to which he alludes, were paid to the coffers of the Port of Spain City
Corporation of which the debt at that time was $7 million. That corporation is
accustomed to accruing debts without permission from the ministry, which is
something that the PNM administration left behind, and it continues because the
current political administration makes decisions without consulting us and then we
in the ministry have to come at a later stage to bail them out.

A sum of $5 million was also paid to the San Juan/Laventille Regional
Corporation to clear their debts which were owed to the NIB. I wish to state
categorically that the moneys which were taken, were used to pay off debts which
were on the books of two PNM-controlled corporations.

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the moneys which are allocated to the Ministry of
Local Government under the mid-year review totalling $28 million, each
corporation was allocated approximately $1.2 million, with the exception of San
Fernando, and most of them have already received their moneys. I wonder if the
Member has forgotten when there was a public presentation of a cheque to the
Mayor of Port of Spain to pave the roads of Port of Spain which has already been
done. Similarly, moneys have been given to the Diego Martin Regional
Corporation to undertake repairs to several roads in the area as well as the Diego
Martin turnstile project.

The question about the roads and the choice of roads has been raised. I simply
wish to state that these roads are among the worst roads in Trinidad and Tobago.
The condition in which we met them, tells much about the performance of the past
government.

Mr. Speaker, the Member for Arouca North spoke about a recreation ground
for New Settlement. Four years now that simple pavilion has been under
construction by the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation and would you believe
that the first thing that was bought was paint? That would be the last thing one
would buy for a project. Since the New Settlement pavilion is in an area of the
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NUGFW's housing settlement; they refused to do anything on that project, so the
ministry had to provide assistance and funding for it. We are currently in the
process of awarding a new contract to complete that pavilion. The wickedness is
consistent. [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, it  would be appreciated if you allow the hon.
Member to make his contribution without shouting. To say one thing now and then
say something another time is bad enough, but particularly when a Member has
already spoken, to keep up that kind of thing is bad. If one feels that one has to say
something, pass it to another Member who has to speak.

Hon. D. Singh: Mr. Speaker, the wickedness that is being forthcoming from
the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation as regards certain areas, and the
conduct of the present chairman leaves much to be desired. I wish to put on record
that the Member for Tunapuna and the Member for Arouca North cannot speak to
the chairman of the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation when they require
something, they have to make a request to me. [Laughter and desk thumping] The
PNM chairman is a loose cannon but they would not say that.

The Member for Arouca North brought information and news to me that the
cadre which was signed by the Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation left much
to be desired and workers who were not on the regular list were made permanent.
Mr. Speaker, that list was done in conjunction with the administration of the
Tunapuna/Piarco Regional Corporation and the union; I was not involved with
that. No official complaint has been received by the ministry about that and the
first time I heard about it was from the Member for Arouca North. I do not know
anything about it, but I know that every corporation in this country was told not to
hire any workers if there is no money to pay them, and that I would not be going
to the Minister of Finance to ask for moneys to pay workers because I still believe
that the balance between wages and goods and services must be maintained. [Desk
thumping]

Would you believe that every corporation is aware of that fact and the Mayor
of Port of Spain went ahead and hired 100 workers? I have been in office for two
years and I cannot get jobs for three persons, and he has hired100 workers. There
is a ministry policy which states that no daily-paid workers are to be hired. Later
on in September/October, he went to the newspapers saying that the corporation is
short of funds to pay workers. That was his doing, not mine, and he then admitted
later on this month that he made a mistake because he now has to take money from
goods and services to pay the workers. We have reverted to a position which we
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had in 1992 where all the moneys in the Ministry of Local Government were used
to pay workers and none was left for goods and services. We are not going back to
that position, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Member: Dhanraj say so.

Hon. D. Singh: I want to clear up some of the matters which the Member has
raised with regard to URP now that it has been placed under the Ministry of Local
Government. I say categorically that I would not fall for the “mamaguy” now that I
am a “super” minister. [Laughter]

Mr. Speaker, the whole intention of it being placed in the Ministry of Local
Government, is to decentralize it making it smaller and manageable and I am going
to do that. When that is done it would become much more manageable and much
more would be done with $113 million and I do not intend to ask for any
additional funding.

Returning to the budget and the impact it would have on the Ministry of Local
Government, I see it as one of the most significant for the ministry and the local
government movement in Trinidad and Tobago. The fact that URP is coming to the
Ministry of Local Government, with 50 per cent of the road improvement tax, it is
no longer the sleeping giant which we found in 1995. It has awakened, and the
reason the Member for Diego Martin Central and the Member for San Fernando
East are attacking the Minister of Local Government is because the ministry is on
the go and everywhere they turn they know that we are doing something that is
causing the PNM some pain.

Earlier, in his budget presentation, the Member for San Fernando East said
that he did not know where the money under the PSIP was spent but I wish to
show him where it was spent in the Ministry of Local Government.

Hon. Member: Meet him on the shoulder of the road Dhanraj.

Hon. D. Singh: Mr. Speaker, the rate of implementation of projects in the
Ministry of Local Government has been one of the highest this year. The Ministry
started with an initial allocation of $34 million and would end with an allocation of
$76 million. The money is being spent to make the lives of the citizens of Trinidad
and Tobago better; it is being put down in concrete and barbergreen throughout
the land and over 100 roads have been repaired in 1997.

Mr. Speaker, the gains we have made in 1997 would be the plank upon which
the PNM would be buried in 1998. However, we have to think strategically, plan
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strategically and formulate strategies in order to prepare ourselves for the next
century. Operating within the context of a strategic planning framework has
become more critical, in this regard, a strategic plan has been formulated for the
period 1998—2002. This strategic plan would be the document that would guide
the ministry over the next five years and put it in the forefront.

Mr. Speaker, I would state the mission of the Ministry of Local Government as
stated in the strategic plan: “The Ministry of Local Government is committed to
facilitating, co-ordinating, monitoring and ensuring accountability of municipal
corporations in the effective and efficient delivery of quality services through
meaningful decentralized systems, structures, procedures, practice and provision of
specialized support services.”

Our vision is the foremost people-oriented organization empowering local
government bodies to become premier community institutions for executing
holistic development with emphasis on sustainable economic growth, poverty
eradication, environmental management, equal opportunity and justice for all in
their respective regions by allowing the widest citizen participation in local affairs,
thereby enhancing the quality of life.

Mr. Speaker, our strategic plan would guard and inform the local government
reform policy perspective, decentralization thrust and development programmes in
the fiscal year 1998 and beyond. It is against this background that the 1998 Budget
holds out much hope for the Ministry of Local Government. Our allocation in this
year’s budget stands at $54 million under the PSIP, which is $20 million more than
the initial allocation which was given at the beginning of 1997. Significant chunks
of this money have been allocated to the construction of the Chaguanas and the
San Juan/Laventille markets. The cost of construction of the San Juan/Laventille
market, which would be addressed in 1998, totals $3 million. So despite all that the
Member for Arouca North and others would like to have us believe, moneys are
also being allocated for significant and important projects in PNM constituencies.

This year, for the first time, the ministry has allocated $1 million under a
bridges programme. The intention of the ministry is to change all bridges in
Trinidad and Tobago from wood to concrete and it is targeting two specific areas,
Toco/Manzanilla and Mayaro/Rio Claro, because these areas have the most
bridges and most of them are in a bad state and made of wood. I wish to tell the
Member for Toco/Manzanilla that we would be in his area doing much work
especially in terms of bridges; he should be warned because it is pressure all
around. It is pressure because we are fixing all the roads in that area and now we
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are going to do all the bridges. Nothing was done in that area during the PNM’s
administration.

6.20 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, 50 per cent of the financial resources of the road improvement
tax have been allocated to the Ministry of Local Government. This is a most
significant and welcomed policy. For years the roads which fall under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Local Government have been neglected. In 1997, it
was a fight to obtain resources to repair roads but our strategy paid off
significantly. I wish to state again, that we would be going back, time and again, to
the Minister of Finance for additional moneys so that we could carry out our
different projects in the region. I am sure we would end the year with a
significantly higher amount of moneys than we got in the 1998 Budget Statement.

I now wish to turn my attention to the Unemployment Relief Programme
which has been shifted to the Ministry of Local Government. This programme has
finally been placed in its rightful position. [Desk thumping and laughter] The
programme provides unemployment relief and infrastructural development and this
is consistent with the services provided by the local government bodies.

There will be much synergy in terms of procurement synergy in terms of use of
equipment, use of labour and a host of other items. The 1998 Unemployment
Relief Programme will pose a major challenge to the local government movement.
However, it provides an opportunity for local government representatives and
those practitioners who have been clamouring for decentralization, to rise to the
occasion and prove their leadership mettle, innovative skills and enterprising spirit.

We have made quantum leaps in local government in terms of providing
physical infrastructure, improving quality customer service, human resource
development and laying the foundation for local government reform and further
decentralization. We will continue to press ahead with the business of developing a
total quality nation, and would make an indelible mark in the competitive global
environment. I pledge to restore the Ministry of Local Government to its
prestigious glory and to ensure maximum satisfaction of the customers,
stakeholders and shareholders of the local government system.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Hedwige Bereaux (La Brea): Mr. Speaker, I join the debate on a Bill to
provide for the service of Trinidad and Tobago for the year ending December 31,
1998, by authorizing the issue from the Consolidated Fund in the sum of
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$11,287,298.096. However, before I get into the meat of my contribution, I would
like to make some passing comments on matters dealt with by other speakers prior
to me.

Firstly, I congratulate the hon. Member for San Fernando East and Leader of
the Opposition, on a very masterful reply to the 1998 Budget Statement. [Desk
thumping]. I also congratulate other Members on this side on their various
comments on this 1998 Budget Statement.

Mr. Speaker, I will now deal with some comments made by the hon. Member
for Tobago East. Tobago East is a constituency, the Member for which was sitting
in this House, a Member for whom I had great regard, notwithstanding the fact
that sometimes we did not see eye to eye, as we always do in politics. However, I
am really disappointed in the way in which the present Member for Tobago East
seems to have something in his bonnet against the people of Laventille, and
apparently, against persons who happen to be of the same ethnic background as
himself. I cannot understand why.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]

When I hear comments of the nature: “wine like a dog and look like a hog” and
certain other comments, I am seriously upset. Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is a
saying which my mother always used: “Education only brings out what you have in
you. If you are a donkey, education cannot make you a horse; all you will become
is an educated jackass.” I take that back, I mean male donkey [Laughter]
Therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am really concerned with it.

I have noticed that a number of statements have been made with regard to
what the PNM did with respect to the Development and Environmental Works
Division, and I agree. Nobody said that the PNM did not make errors in instituting
the Development and Environmental Works Division but it was not the only thing
the PNM instituted. The Labour Intensive Development Programme was not a PNM

creation, it was an attempt by the National Alliance for Reconstruction, of which, I
understand, the Member for Tobago East is a member, and it had its errors. The
Urban Redevelopment Programme also has its errors. We would always have
things like this because no system is perfect.

However, the PNM also instituted the Student Revolving Loan in an attempt to
allow competent persons of modest means to further their education. This Student
Revolving Loan, as a result of the failure of persons to honour their commitment,
caused certain dislocations in that fund. I say that just for the record of this House,
Mr. Deputy Speaker.
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Furthermore, the PNM also had persons working in the public service who had
the control of certain assets of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources, and who, it is alleged, have used or sell Government’s milk. As I said, I
just want to make these comments to indicate that there are some good things—
more good than bad—which the PNM did. An abuse of anything which is good
always causes a problem.

I am not condoning the behaviour of those persons from Laventille, or from
wherever they come, who behave in a certain way. I also do not believe that
persons from Laventille or any other part of Trinidad and Tobago should be
singled out to be castigated, particularly, under the protection of this honourable
Chamber.

The Member for Tobago East claims ownership of the $25 million for training
for single mothers. When I heard it I was very pleased because I believe that
education is the way. It is said that to educate is to liberate. However, some of us
need liberating, and education, as I said before, is not only degrees.

6.30 p.m.
I also want to comment briefly on the speech made by the hon. Member for

Chaguanas and the Minister of Social Development. In fact, it was a most
welcomed approach that he took. However, he then moved into an area and
started playing petty politics. I would just say to him that the methods he has used
in respect of dealing with drugs and matters of that kind, trying to have a
community-based approach to it, are laudable and we all can participate. At the
end of the day, a person who is drug incensed and is looking for a fix and wants to
collect money does not look for a PNM member to kill or rob, or look for a UNC

member to rob. Such persons are so incensed and deranged by the need for drugs
that they would do anything to anybody, even their own relatives. We all have a
responsibility in this Parliament and the country to see about people like that, so I
welcome that statement.

I now come to the hon. Minister of Local Government. I want to tell him that I
appreciate the fact that he no longer sees himself as a super minister, because he is
not. The fact that he has been given control of the Unemployment Relief
Programme and 50 per cent of the road improvement tax, does not make him a
super minister. In fact, it seems like poetic justice that he should be taking a
portion of the follow-up of the portfolio of the Minister of Works and Transport,
Hon. Sadiq Baksh. That particular Minister was very kind to the Minister of Local
Government seeing that he went ahead and paved the shoulders of the Churchill
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Roosevelt Highway. [Laughter] So the Minister of Local Government cannot now
get himself in any predicament for driving on the shoulders in that particular area. I
wish him well and I would come to that Ministry in due course.

I just want to get into the area of the 1998 Budget Statement. I have noted that
the hon. Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism has changed the name of his
presentation. Instead of a budget speech he has called it a budget statement.
However, this attempt at novelty has only succeeded in emphasizing a well worn
cliché: the more things appear to change, the more they remain the same. In
respect of this budget speech, now budget statement, it is the same old khaki
pants. This is the third budget presented by the UNC/NAR/Independent coalition
Government, now patronizingly recognized by a new nomenclature, the Panday
administration, of which I shall also have more to say later in my contribution. We,
on this side of this honourable House, and the population at large, have come to
expect from it copious promises, sleight of hand but, sadly short in delivery of
goods and the fulfilling of the expectations of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

In this particular budget the hon. Minister has gone several steps further. He
has presented a budget to the country, simple in its presentation, lofty in its
pronouncements of intention: opportunity for all, a blueprint for human
development, savings and asset building—really, lofty ideals, copious in its
statement of matters to be addressed and legislation to be brought to Parliament in
the ensuing term.

You will note that most of the matters that have been mentioned in this budget
involve legislation to be brought to Parliament at some other time, but deficient in
respect of specific details and the mechanisms by which the proposals in the budget
will be implemented and the effect of the measures on the population, or how these
measures are expected to enable us, as a nation, to achieve the objectives of human
development, savings and asset building which the Panday administration, the
Government, has set for the country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, one commentator on the budget indicated that it was like
cotton candy; nice to look at but, woefully, hollow when you checked it. Indeed, I
prefer a more mundane and appropriate description. I would describe this budget
as centre soft—[Laughter] Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sure you would
understand—looking hard on the outside but with no rigidity on the inside. We all
know to what that leads—promise without fulfilment. [Laughter]  Just as in the
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good book, the fig tree that did not have any fruit on it was cursed. So, too, I feel
it is necessary for us to attack this budget because of this promise definitely
without fulfilment.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, lest I be chastised for criticizing for the sake of criticism.
Let us look at the most recent turn of events immediately preceding and,
subsequent to the delivery of the budget. The hon. Minister has a number of
gratifying statements on page 5 of the budget statement which says:

“It is gratifying to be able to count a projected balance of payments surplus of
US $224 million, by the end of this year, Mr. Speaker.

It is gratifying to be able to count the country’s gross reserves at US $400
million higher than what we met when we entered government in 1995, Mr.
Speaker.

It is gratifying to be able to count the country’s gross reserves, which, at
October, were equivalent to 4.5 months of our import needs when you
consider that the accepted international benchmark is 3 months, Mr. Speaker.

It is gratifying to count the billions of dollars of international investment which
have flowed into our economy, generating thousands of new jobs, since
November 1995,”

Of course, we could easily say that you could not get billions of investments just
like that from November, if the previous government did not do anything. But I am
not going to get on to that because manna from heaven fell on them and so, fine. If
they get the luck of the draw I have no problem with that.

He further went on to read page 9 of the budget statement to say:

“All the economic indicators are moving in the right direction.”

6.40 p.m.
At page 10, it is stated that the country's net foreign reserves stood at US $855

million including commercial banks and the Central Bank; and gross reserves
amounted to US $1,015 million.

And yet, on Tuesday, December 16, 1997 in the Trinidad Guardian, we are
greeted with the headline:

“Shortage of foreign exchange.

President of the Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce,
Gordon Deane, yesterday indicated that ‘a critical shortage of foreign
exchange’ now existed in TT and has existed for the past two to three weeks.”
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Different daily newspapers have commented on that.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I had experienced that. I want to give you a little history
in respect of that. All during the years 1984—1994, I consistently paid foreign
school fees and upkeep, and I never had a problem going to the banks to get
foreign exchange. I had a problem sometimes in getting money to buy the foreign
exchange, but never to get the foreign exchange. Only one month ago, I went to
the bank in Siparia and tried to get US $7,500, and all they could give me was US
$1,500. The other US $6,000 was loaned to me by a friend. I am now fearful about
if I will ever be able to give it back, in terms of when I will get that kind of money.

I did not want to treat that as what was common to the system, because I had
indicated what I was going to do with the money and I felt that was low down on
the priority list that the banks would have for selling foreign exchange. I worked it
out. I did not feel it would have been proper to use myself as an example, because
that was not urgent money needed, as the banks would say. But when one has the
captains of industry and commerce saying that this situation had existed for some
time in their request for foreign exchange to carry on business, to pay their 30-day,
60-day, and 90-day credit—business people are by nature conservative, and they
do not like to rock the boat in respect of a government—even if sometimes they
do not support that government—because they recognize that too many adverse
comments on the Government do not augur well for the economy, and therefore,
business is likely to suffer. I speak from experience, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because
I used to be the head of a business organization at one time, and that was the
attitude taken.

When we see the Chamber of Industry and Commerce making a comment like
that, we ask ourselves, if we have had so much inflows of foreign investment, and
it is international foreign investment coming—and I know that if a company is
going to invest in Trinidad and Tobago, the Foreign Investment Act makes certain
provisions for that company and one has to report whether the money is in US
dollars and so forth—and we have these kinds of reserves, why are we getting this
problem?

I happened to look at a contract from one of the big construction sites in
Trinidad and I noticed something. It gave me the impression, and buttressed the
feeling, that most of the materials going into the construction of those plants are
not sourced in this country. Again, as a result of that, the amount of money coming
into the country in US dollars is comparatively small, because usually it is just
wages.
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Another parent in my constituency indicated to me that the way in which these
contracts are done, they insist and so tailor the contracts to make sure that the
goods are brought from abroad. Even though one may be doing a contract and
have certain materials that are suitable, or of a better quality on hand here in
Trinidad and Tobago, they tend to insist that one brings in materials from abroad,
because in some cases, the financing comes by EXIM Bank financing, and part of
the conditionalities for that financing of the plant would be that one uses goods
and materials from the particular country.

Here we have on the one hand, the Minister of Finance telling us how sound
the economy is, and how sound the indicators are, and the business people of the
country are having difficulty to source the foreign exchange which they require to
do their business. It is either, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that they are exaggerating the
economic situation of the country—I do not know if it is true or not—or there is
some malfunctioning in the management of the currency in the country.

I do not want to be reported as saying anything more than that, because I do
not want the Trinidad and Tobago dollar to depreciate further. I am not going to
say anything like that, but I am saying that there is some sort of malfunctioning in
the management of the currency that is causing this. It leads us to ask these
questions. What is going on? Is the economy as sound as it is? Who is not doing
their job? Why are we having this? I go no further on that.

Again, I want to read from page 5 of the budget . It says here right at the top:

“It is most gratifying to note that it is no longer necessary for the people of this
country to have to find money and to face the Transport Authority to renew
their vehicle licences every year. The anxiety, the ordeal, the inconvenience of
the annual licensing of motor vehicles, is a thing of the past,”

That sounds really good, but what he does not say is what is revealed on page 26
of the Review of the Economy. It says:

“Excise duties are expected to increase by 19.2 per cent, mainly on account of
increases in the price levels of petroleum products in compensation for the
removal of motor vehicle licences.”

This is the Review of the Economy of 1997. When the Government moved the
need for motor vehicle licensing, there was an increase in the price of gasoline. So,
although it tells us that we do not have to line up each year or find money at the
end of the year, what it says is that the country paid a whopping 19.2 per cent
more for gasoline and fuel to have the privilege of not lining up once a year.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, the licensing fee for a vehicle, no matter if it is a 350 or
450 Mercedes Benz—which I do not drive—is not 19.2 per cent of the gas bill. It
is substantially lower. When in the 1997 Budget debate we were pointing this out
to the hon. Minister, we got all sorts of comments from him. Here we are. He is
saying it in this budget. You see, it all comes out afterwards. I am trying to show
how the budget looks nice in one way, but there are a number or things in it that
are not so good.

Page 11 of the budget states:

“The Ministry of Health is implementing a Continuous Quality
Improvement System, and has established a Health Sector Quality Council.”

Page 12 states:

“Our completed workload in other areas of maintenance and upgrading...:

31 health centres

5 hospitals.”

We will look to see what that is.

They say continuous quality in the Ministry of Health. If we had to talk about
quality in any ministry, it could definitely not be the Ministry of Health. I do not
know how they could find 31 health centres to refurbish when, in fact, according
to the Public Sector Investment Programme of 1997, the Ministry of Health had
intended to upgrade five regional hospitals at Port of Spain, Mount Hope and San
Fernando;  regional refurbishment of centres in Tobago;  refurbishment of centres
at Port of Spain, St. James, Arima, Couva, St. Joseph, Chaguanas, Roy Joseph St.,
Princes Town, Point Fortin, Siparia and Mayaro. They come back again in 1998
and are recycling the work again.

In the 1998 PSIP, there is still work to be done on the same health centres,
district health facilities, St. James, Couva, Princes Town, Point Fortin. I hope the
Members from those constituencies take note. In refurbishment and enhancement
of the hospitals and health facilities, Port of Spain and San Fernando General
Hospitals, and Sangre Grande Regional Hospital are included.

6.55 p.m.

We are talking about quality council and what that means. The fact is that only
a few days ago, it turned out in the constituency of the Member for Couva North, I
think it is Ramnarinesingh, Narinesingh or some gentleman like that, I am not sure,



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997

323

was commenting that his son had died of Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever, and he was
certain that the reason his son had died was because he was not properly treated at
the San Fernando General Hospital. Immediately one would ask, but why would
they not treat him? His other son had taken ill with the same complaint and he
definitely was not going back to that hospital, he went to a private medical facility.

In my own constituency, in the village of Quinam, some time ago an oilfield
worker was in an accident and, as a result of problems at the same San Fernando
General Hospital they told him they would not deal with him and while they were
trying to take him to Port of Spain he died on the way. Yet, I am hearing about
quality council. It is well-known that part of the reason for that is because there
has been no settlement of some industrial dispute between the doctors at the San
Fernando General Hospital and the Government. Yet, we hear the Minister in his
budget, commenting on how the Government has settled a number of industrial
agreements with various associations: teachers, the PSA and others. But the
disease is killing people, or causing people to die. In fact, the Minister of Health
has stated publicly that there is no Dengue problem in Trinidad. No wonder the
personnel at the hospital did not attend to the victim.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

Mr. Speaker, on one occasion he said there were only two deaths and on
another occasion he said there were only three. I think he said that there were
three twos. I want to find out if he meant 222 or 6. There is this problem with the
health facilities in the country.

Then, Mr. Speaker, we have the honourable Prime Minister, the “Panday” in
the Panday Administration—and I am speaking according to what I read in the
budget—going into the area, I think it is Orange Valley, and sitting at the home of
the bereaved family, when a complaint was made to him, behaving as though he
had nothing to do with it and saying he will speak to the Minister. But the buck
stops with the “Panday” in the Panday Administration, because it is his
administration. The buck stops there. So when I read all these lovely things in the
budget, I really like some of the things I hear in the budget, they are like
motherhood, one cannot disagree with those lovely principles. But you see, it is
not what one says, it is what one does and how one implements what one says.

Mr. Speaker, even with the school in that area, the teachers closed down the
school because of the health problem. I see the hon. Minister of Local Government
is not around, but I want to remind him of the health situation in terms of seeing
about the Aedes Agypti; think his ministry has some responsibility with respect to
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that as well. Members of this Government keep harping on Laventille and what the
PNM government did not do for Laventille. I am saying here—and I am from the
county of Caroni, I taught in Couva for years—the most abused group of persons
in this country with respect to politicians riding on their backs are the workers of
Caroni and persons who live in Caroni. They are kept in subjugation in order that
they would support a particular group of people. Mr. Speaker, it is not race, those
people down there, it is not race at all.

Mr. Speaker, this budget talks about human development. There is a situation
where there is a decision that 16 per cent of the budget will be spent on the
Ministry of Education, 12 per cent of the PSIP would be on the Ministry of
Education. One commentator said that was even less than what was spent two
years ago in real dollars, because of the fluctuation and depreciation of the
Trinidad and Tobago dollar as against the US dollar. I am not even dealing with
that. We have to spend the money that we have and I err on the side of any
government that would seek to keep its expenditure within its means. But let us
look at it, they are talking about human development. If one looks at the
expenditure and sees the question of: How do you develop your human resource?
We are in the information age and we say computers are important and as a result
of that Government is going to give a loan to public servants to purchase
computers, $15,000 loan to be paid, interest free. I support that.

They are also going to give a community college. But Mr. Speaker, that is not
it. There has got to be a fundamental look at the education system. I do not want
anybody to tell me that the PNM was there and why did they not look at the
education system. The fact that I could say that we need a fundamental look is
because education is a dynamic thing. One has to keep looking at it and, like Mao
Tse Tung said, it has to be a constant revolution. But, who is to do it?

We have a Minister of Education who went ahead willy-nilly and chose a
number of textbooks for primary school students. Somewhere between how they
picked the textbooks or who are the authors and what not, and the delivery of the
textbooks in schools, we had 1,000 errors in these textbooks. We had the hon.
Prime Minister, a brilliant strategist in respect of public relations and the feelings of
the people, coming forward and appearing to be most annoyed and upset saying,
that it is a national disgrace and he now knows where the criminals are, but
forgetting about the collective responsibility of the Cabinet and his own
responsibility to ensure the Government of the country and, by extension, an
integral part of that is that the education ministry is properly run. He leaves the
incompetent in place!
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No Prime Minister who will do that could convince me that his administration
is concerned about human development! I am not saying that he does not want to
do it, I am not saying that he may not have the aspirations, but he has neither the
ability, the political will nor, maybe, the desire. I should not say he does not have a
desire, he may talk a desire, but deep down inside, the very presence of the
Minister of Education in the position which he now holds, regardless of whatever
competence he may have in other fields of endeavour, belies the statement that
there is any desire of this Government to have a human development in the
forefront. He could not.

I recall, as one former Minister of Education in the PNM days—I could not
vote as yet—but Dr. Patrick Solomon said, “We will elevate the teacher and build
around the teacher the education system”. When one looks at the pressures, the
attacks which have been made on the teachers of this country, the salary scales—I
think teachers are in range 42 or some low range like that—the refusal to pay them
a just wage, one understands that is lip-service to human development. Mr.
Speaker, I am saying that this talk about human development cannot really be
serious and the list goes on.

Mr. Speaker, the distinguished Member for Tobago East, he has left, tried to
quote from a poem quite recently. I think the operative word in the portion of the
poem, he quoted it today, he said something about “promises falling like pus from
the mouths of politicians”. I noted with some satisfaction, if I may say so, that you
moved with alacrity to stop him from proceeding, although I found the comparison
a bit degrading at the time.

I did not realize, having regard for the contents of the budget, that the
particular comment might be a remark contrary to Standing Order 36(4):

"It shall be out of order to use offensive or insulting language about Members
of either Chamber of the Legislature."

By the nature of this budget, that could amount to insulting language.

7.10 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member's speaking time has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Members speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Dr. K. Rowley]

Question put and agreed to.
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Mr. H. Bereaux: Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to be uncharitable to the hon.
Minister, but one cannot help but notice how this Minister of the Panday
Administration has become a blatant recycler of promises in his budget statements.
On page 23 of the budget it says:

"...I propose to place the Unit Trust Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago on
an equal and comparable footing with its competitors.

Accordingly, the Unit Trust Corporation will be restructured into a Public
Limited Liability Company and listed on the Trinidad and Tobago Stock
Exchange."

I notice that the Executive Director of the Unit Trust Corporation was very happy
with this. In the 1997 Budget there was a statement about that as well, which
stated:

"With respect to mutual funds there is a need to level the playing field for the
domestic mutual funds industry. However, I wish to point out that the
provisions of the Unit Trust Corporation Act are not in parity with the other
Acts governing the operations of other mutual funds, and result in the Unit
Trust Corporation being constrained in its operations, both in its scope of
business and in its distributions policies."

We had that last year and we have it this year. I can only hope—because I agree
with the sentiments—that we will see its implementation this year.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, if we look on page 18 of the budget, it states:

"I propose to establish a special unit, the Internal Revenue Service which
will have primary responsibility for the administration and collection of all
Government Revenues.”

Further down states: “...including the exchange of information, between the
Customs and Excise Division, the VAT Administration, the Inland Revenue
Division, the Transport Licensing Office, and other government revenue
collecting agencies and organisations."

That was a promise in the 1997 budget too:

“...we will undertake a significant restructuring of the organization and
operations of the Board of Inland Revenue. We will establish a new distinct
headquarters function; merge the income tax and VAT administrations, introduce a
unique taxpayer identification number; and strengthen the audit function."
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We had it last year and we have it this year. If we are to follow the various
statements made by the hon. Minister, I know that this is a really promising
government. I can only hope that the things which he has promised in respect of
the strengthening of the income tax administration, are carried through. I think it
was the IMF or one of those international bodies, indicated that the VAT collection
was down and generally corporation taxes were also down from the estimated
number. Thus, we want to ensure that the revenues projected, insofar as they are
capable of being earned, will be actually collected by the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago.

I find it strange that a Prime Minister whose responsibility it is to allocate or
re-allocate portfolios in his Government, would choose to do it through a Minister
of Finance who is not the Prime Minister, in a budget speech. But so be it. If that is
his style, maybe that is the reason the hon. Minister of Finance, being a clever
gentleman, wanted to signal to the hon. Minister of Works and Transport, that he
had no hand in demoting him. "The boss tell meh to do that and I do it."  I have no
problem with that.

I am concerned—like my political leader—about this re-allocation and removal
of the URP from the Minister of Works and Transport, Sen. Baksh. During the
1995 elections it was common knowledge that the Muslimeen supported the UNC

party in its attempt to win. Those people who supported them are citizens of this
country and are entitled to support any party. I have no problem with that. But
there were rumours and tapes about the various promises made. One of the
promises was that members of the Muslimeen would be given control of the
Unemployment Relief Programme. When I say, "one of the promises", I mean one
of the statements being rumoured was about a promise made. I do not know if it is
so or not.

I am told by my colleagues in the East/West Corridor that, in fact, a number of
persons who are members of the Muslimeen are involved in the administration, at
certain levels, of the Unemployment Relief Programme. I notice the religious
denomination to which the Minister of Works and Transport belongs and when I
see URP moving from the Ministry of Works and Transport to the Ministry of
Local Government, I do not see any demotion of the Minister of Works and
Trasnport at all. If there was any desire to cut him down to size that would have
been done when a former High Court judge in the Court of Appeal, Justice
Deyalsingh, had indicated that there were serious irregularities and conflicts of
interest involved in the Airports Authority contracts. But that was not done then. I
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see this as an attempt by the Government—and maybe it is something that if I were
them I would do as well—to distance itself from the Muslimeen and to some
extent,  try to put the PNM administration of councils in the area, in conflict with
the Muslimeen.

There are other people who say—and I am not one of them—it is a
Hindu/Muslim thing, this being a Hindu Government.

I do not believe that. Other people feel that there is some conflict and there is a
desire to keep Mr. Baksh down. I have had a problem with the discrimination
being practised against my constituency with respect to the URP. I have spoken
about it in this House on more than one occasion, so I have no regret whatsoever
in seeing the back of Mr. Baksh and, by extension, the Senator. I am equally
pleased to see the back of the Member for Fyzabad who is the Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry of Works and Trasnport. They have manipulated, utilized
and discriminated against my constituency in respect of URP projects. They have
stopped about 10 projects. But I take no solace in seeing it go to the Ministry of
Local Government,  depending on how he intends to handle it.

7.20 p.m.
Normally I come here, Mr. Speaker, and I would talk about water. I give credit

where credit is due and I am of the opinion that in recent times the Minister of
Public Utilities has tried to deal with a problem in my constituency. I am not going
to attack him or anybody because it appears that he has attempted to give some
relief. If the Minister of Local Government tries the same thing that he tried and
allows the Siparia Regional Corporation, as motivated and influenced by the
Member for Fyzabad, to remove money from the PNM local government areas and
put it elsewhere in his constituency, if he tries the same thing in the
Umemployment Relief Programme, I am laying, not a threat, but I am promising
that—since the Umemployment Relief Programme head office under the Ministry
of Works and Transport was in Port of Spain it was a little difficult for La Brea to
get there. It will now be in Siparia which is within walking distance from where I
am—we will walk there and we will demand equity throughout Trinidad and
Tobago. That is all we want. I am a politician, I have no problem with people
seeking to help those who support them. If you do not help those who support you
then you are failing them. But the resources of the country must be open to all.

I noted, Mr. Speaker, when listening to the hon. Minister of Finance talking on
the “Issues Live” he said we are going to share resources with the Opposition. I
was embarrassed for him when the moderator said, you mean the resources of the
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country are for everybody. I call that a slip because I have seen him do other things
for other people and I call that a slip. When he is making a slip he does not do it so
small. I am warning about that. Then, the 50 per cent of the road improvement
fund. I am also saying that has to be equitably handled.

I want to shift now and deal in a very cursory manner with the question of
savings and asset building. Some of the points made by the Minister in this budget
statement are like motherhood. You cannot really divorce yourself from the
position because you recognize that if we are to have development we must have
savings. But savings alone is not all. How do you have the savings? It is said we
save between 13 and 17 per cent and we must bring it up to 25 per cent. Nice
number!

There is an effort now to have a country-wide pension plan. I am one of the
persons who support that. I came to this Parliament on the occasion when the
Government was dealing with pension for temporary government employees and I
pointed out the predicament of those persons in the oil industry who had worked
temporarily for years. At that time I was told that the general dealing with all the
pensions was coming. I said I wanted to see how it is done. Here we have a
situation where they have brought in this pension plan for everybody. In respect of
the pension plan it is more than one thing. They are seeking to make the public
service pension a contributory one. Nothing is wrong with contributing to your
own pension because I contributed to mine and I am proud that I have my own
now; it is my own. Nothing is wrong with that but those persons in the public
service who were willing to accept a lower salary because they saw this free
pension coming at the end of the day, we have to address them. The Government
has to recognize that in making the pension plan contributory it is changing the
terms and conditions of employment of the public servants without their consent.

In respect of the $100 addition to pensioners, I am all for that. But we have the
National Insurance Board situation where I am hearing that in order for that
pension to be raised there needs to be an increase in contributions. I used to be a
former member of the board of the National Insurance Board; I was there for
about six years, and there was a situation there where large sums of money, several
billion dollars, were invested, most of it invested in mortgages where the average
rate was about 6 or 7 per cent. Now I understand that has changed in terms of the
average interest earned on National Insurance Board investments. It has turned out
that the pensions that the National Insurance Board pays today only amounts to
about $200 million,  but the earnings of the portfolio are in the vicinity of $400
million. I am saying if we bring other elements to harmonize the pensions, then we
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need to look at it. I am convinced that increasing NIB pension from $380 to $520,
it should not have any condition precedent to it. I believe that the funds are there
and I was gratified to hear a former chairman of the National Insurance Board
make that same statement that the funds are there and the pensions can be increased
without waiting for an increase in contributions; not that an increase in contributions
may not be necessary having regard to what you may look at later on.

I want to sound a word of warning in respect of the pensions. I am pleased to
hear that we have to look at it. I think it is one of the matters upon which this
country must cogitate for quite some time. There must be substantial discussion
about it because what we must be careful about—as good as it is to have a
national pension for all—is that the system we set up remains solvent, because
whereas now the NIB has $4 million, at one time the actuaries were saying it was
insolvent. If we put one big pension plan for everybody it would not be $4 million
it would be about $8 billion to $10 billion. If that becomes insolvent the last
mistake will be worse than the first. It is something that we have to look at
extremely carefully. While the grass is growing, the horse is starving. Therefore, I
want to advocate here that the National Insurance Board pensions be immediately
raised because it is an anomaly and an affront that the persons who have
contributed to their pensions over the years are receiving less money than the
persons who may not have. I am not saying that housewives and so forth who are
getting old age pension did not contribute, but they did not make an identifiable
contribution in terms of dollars and cents.

Also, in thinking about harmonizing the pensions while putting the NIB and old
age pension together, we have to remember that the old age pension has a means
test and an age qualification whereas the National Insurance Board is a
contributory system. We need to have a lot more discussion and it is unfortunate
that I do not have the time which will permit me to address it more completely.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I looked in the Review of the Economy and I saw where
there was a reduction in the amount of petroleum products produced and a
reduction in the refinery throughput; drop of 47 per cent. The explanation given
was that it was as a result of the shut down of the refinery. That, really, was due to
an error of some kind—there was an explosion with the catcracker. This is the
second time in five years that has happened. But more importantly, there is an
entire wind of discontent in Petrotrin. It has a lot to do with the installation and the
behaviour of certain persons who have come on to the board and are doing
whatever they feel to do. I know that the hon. Minister had tried to correct it and
he has had to come into that board meeting on more than one occasion to speak to
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them to make them behave. I thought the time has come when we need to point
that out.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in respect of the $300 million to be raised for housing. I
say fine, mortgage funds are not the only thing  that is required. More important is
land to build. The constituencies of Siparia, Fyzabad, Oropouche to some extent,
Point Fortin and La Brea are particularly constrained by the fact that a large
percentage of the acreage, almost all of the acreage, are under lease to oil
companies or are owned by them.

7.35 p.m.

It is common knowledge that every geologist believes that every piece of land
that he is about to give away will have a good well on it. So it is extremely difficult
to get land from there. And if you have to do this in a special motion, the result is
that you cannot have good housing in those areas because the land is controlled by
the companies and they are reluctant to release it, not because they are bad
citizens, but they are reluctant. And something has to be done because what you
find is that in all those constituencies, there are about 800 squatters on those lands
and those people live in some of the worst conditions. When I say 800, not in the
constituency of La Brea alone, in Fyzabad, in Siparia, in Warden Road, all kinds of
places.

I am calling on the Minister of Housing and Settlements to come to some
arrangement to cause the companies to release some of those lands upon which
people are squatting so that they would be able to utilize them for more decent
housing, so that the state would be able to put roads for them and even some of
the playing fields which are occupied because of this particular propensity to keep
as much lands as it wants, there is difficulty for the local government bodies to deal
with those playing fields.

I know that Caroni  (1975) Limited ran into the same problem. I am not
advocating that people would just capture land, but if there is one instance I agree
with the Government is the need for people to have land. If you do not have land,
you are truly destitute and I am making an appeal here. The people of my
constituency are constrained. Young people in La Brea, if they want to build a
house, they have to go, because all the land is owned or controlled by the oil
company and some of that land is not needed. Not because anybody can take it
from them because the technologies in drilling are such that you can go 500 feet or
a quarter mile off and still hit your objective without coming up on the site.
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With these few words and since I recognize that I am possibly at the end of my
time, may I state that there are certain things in the budget statement with which I
agree, but without more details, I shall have some difficulty in supporting it.

Thank you.

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources (Dr. The Hon.
Reeza Mohammed): Mr. Speaker,  I stand in support of the Appropriation Bill
for 1998 piloted by the hon. Minister of Finance. I also bring to this House, given
the responsibility which was given me in my capacity as Minister of Agriculture,
Land and Marine Resources, a report on the performance of the sector for 1997 as
well as to outline the plans for the sector during the course of 1998 and to indicate
the estimated allocations provided for in 1998 for agriculture, land, forestry and
fisheries.

You would recall, Mr. Speaker, that six months into the term of office of this
Government, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources formulated
an operational plan for agriculture, forestry and fisheries. That plan was set over a
period of June, 1996 to December 31, 1999. The budgets for 1966, 1997 and now
1998 are informed by that plan.

In 1996, Mr. Speaker, the Public Sector Investment Programme for the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources was $59.1 million and I am
pleased to report and I reported in my contribution to the 1997 Budget  debate,
that of this $59.1 million, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources
was able to achieve some 85 per cent of its planned targets for that period on this
development programme.

For 1997, the ministry received allocation for its Public Sector Investment
Programme, a revised estimate of $98.2 million and I am pleased to report to this
honourable House that the ministry was able to record an achievement of
approximately 90 per cent of its planned targets. In this regard, I wish to take this
opportunity to commend the many hard-working and conscientious officers of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources who worked diligently to
ensure this major accomplishment.

I have heard here today from some of the speakers on the other side, by way of
criticism. that this Government has failed in its efforts to implement its planned
programmes over the years 1996—1997. I wish to use the Ministry of Agriculture,
Land and Marine Resources, by way of an example, to demonstrate the ability of
that ministry to implement its planned programmes—
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Mr. Imbert: Total failure.

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed:—having achieved for 1997 approximately 90
per cent of its planned targets.

Permit me at this juncture to present some economic indicators of the sector's
performance over the past two years and I would like to speak to the contribution
which the sector has made to the gross domestic product. Let us first look at the
overall growth of the sector as measured by the GDP indicator at constant figures.

In 1995, the sector experienced negative growth of 5.3 per cent, however, in
1996 the sector registered positive growth of 7.6 per cent and the provisional
figures for 1997 indicate a further 3.4 per cent growth. The sector’s contribution
to total GDP was 2.5 per cent in 1995 whereas in 1996 it was 2.8 per cent and, in
1997, it is expected to be 3.4 per cent which is estimated at $627.5 million. What
this demonstrates clearly is that under this Government, the sector has been put on
a growth path and has moved from 2.5 per cent in 1995 to 2.8 per cent in 1996
and 3.4 per cent estimated in 1997 and this is a clear indication that the policies
developed by the sector for this Government are working.

Dr. Rowley: What policies?

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed: Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak now to
domestic agriculture and if we were to disaggregate the sector into domestic
agriculture and export agriculture, what we observe is that the performance of the
domestic agricultural sector appears in certain respects to be satisfactory and it is
expected that domestic agriculture’s contribution to GDP will be in the region of
$308.2 million which reflects a rate of 2.2 per cent increase over 1996.

When we speak of export agriculture, Mr. Speaker, and we look at the figures
quoted in the Review of the Economy, we observe that two commodities are
referred to in particular and those are cocoa and coffee. We have had
comparatively a slight decline in our export agriculture, taking the information
provided in the Review of the Economy which speaks only to cocoa and coffee.
Sugar, on the other hand, is one of our major export-earning commodities. This
commodity, if we were to take it into the portfolio of export agriculture,
performed creditably in 1997 with a real growth rate of 7 per cent. The total
exports of sugar for 1997 was valued at $280 million.

It should be pointed out here though that export agriculture as reflected, again
in the Review of the Economy 1997, only speaks to cocoa and coffee which are
traditional agricultural exports and excludes sugar, Mr. Speaker. The exports of
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additional products, namely live animals, processed products, cut flowers,
vegetables, herbs and spices, fruits and, to a lesser extent, some root crops, are not
really reflected in the export agricultural figures and if these additional exports are
included, then the reported export earnings of the sector will be greatly enhanced.

Turning next to employment and what happened with respect to employment
in the sector for 1997. Mr. Speaker, in the area of employment the sector absorbed
9.1 per cent of the total employed nationally in 1996. In addition, the
unemployment rate in the sector is at 5.1 per cent when compared to the national
figure of 14.5 per cent and the latest available data for 1997 show that up to the
end of the second quarter for 1997, the sector employed some 51,700 persons;
5,900 persons more than the corresponding period for 1996. This is an indication
that even though the sector is competing and there is a great discrepancy between
wages in the construction sector and the agricultural sector that more and more
people are coming back into agriculture, coming back to the land and this, I feel, is
what is impacting on the increased contribution that the sector is making to the
GDP.

The work programme for the Ministry for 1997/1998—the programme, as I
indicated, and as developed within the framework of the operational plan for the
ministry—

Mr. Imbert: What are you doing about rabies?

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed:—as a government, we will continue to focus
our attention in 1997 and 1998 on the following major areas:—

Policy and legislative reform;

Infrastructural development—water for agriculture, access roads and bridges,
land management and distribution, rural markets, fishing centres
development;

Agricultural incentive package;

National Parks and Watershed Management.

7.50 p.m.
I turn now to policy and legislative reform. During the past year there has been

much activity in the area of legislative reform, even though some people on the
other side seem to think differently. The Land Surveyors Act; the Forestry (Prohibited
Areas) Order under the Forestry Act; the Pounds (Amdt.) Act, and amendments to the
Animal (Diseases and Importation) Act, were all proclaimed in 1997.
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The long overdue legislation on plant protection, the Plant Protection Act,
1975 and the Plant Protection Regulations, 1977, were also finally proclaimed,
giving the Minister and the Plant Quarantine Division the authority to deal with
widespread plant pests and diseases.

Additionally, the Livestock and Livestock Products Board Bill, which is an
important piece of legislation targeting mainly the livestock sector, was passed in
the last session of Parliament. Amendments have been made to the Conservation of
Wild Life Regulations; the Fisheries (Conservation of Wild Life) Regulations; the
Fisheries (Conservation of Marine Turtles) Regulations; the Land Acquisition Act;
and the Act governing the Trinidad Islandwide Cane Farmers Association.

Work is continuing and will be accelerated in 1998 on the Praedial Larceny
Prevention Act; the Agricultural (Small Holdings) Tenure Act, which the former
government failed to bring to Parliament and which is affecting the land
distribution under the tripartite agreement for Caroni (1975) Limited; the Sawmills
Act; the Forest Act; the Fisheries Management Bill; the National Parks Bill; and
the Wildlife Conservation Bill.

I want to reiterate that this legislative reform programme for the sector is
extremely important to the successful and efficient implementation of the
Ministry’s mandate. I also want to assure this House that every effort will be made
in 1998 to complete this programme.

With respect to water for agriculture, as a Government, we are aware of the
importance of our water resources for domestic consumption, industrial and, most
importantly, agricultural production. In this regard, the Public Sector Investment
Programme for the Ministry over the next three years will have as its priority the
management of water resources for agriculture, forestry and aquaculture. To this
end, the Ministry has formulated a policy framework which addresses some of the
key issues relating to water management for agriculture. These include:

- estimates of principles and calculations of tariffs for water;

- formation of water-user groups;

- standards for the operation and maintenance of water districts; and

- standards for cost recovery and adequate inter-agency co-ordination.

The policy framework will form the basis on which irrigation investment
projects will be undertaken. One such project was executed during 1997 in Carlsen
Field, as a pilot project, which is intended to increase the supply of water to over
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100 livestock and foodcrop farmers. It is expected that in 1998, this programme
will be continued through the implementation of the Agricultural Sector
Investment Programme, which has as one of its major components, the
development of the necessary legislative, institutional and infrastructural
framework. For 1998, an allocation of $10 million has been provided for the works
to be undertaken, as far as water management for agriculture is concerned.

Next, let me turn to land development and distribution. Substantial progress
has been made on the establishment of the Agriculture State Land Information
System which in the first instance is targeting 6,000 parcels. This information will
greatly enhance the Ministry’s capability for effective planning and management of
all agricultural state lands in Trinidad and Tobago.

With respect to land distribution/regularization, survey work is substantially
completed on 141 hectares at Allenby Estate, Caparo, Brazil Lome Trace,
Tumbasson and Caura. Fifty-two farmers will benefit from leases for productive
agricultural enterprises on completion of these surveys. In addition to this, survey
contracts were awarded for the subdivision of 278.2 hectares at the Guayaguayare
Food Crop Project; Bristol Food Gardens and Balata East Food Gardens at
Mayaro, Rooks Estate and Harriet Trace at Tableland, and Grant Trace, Morne
Diablo. One hundred and ninety six farmers are expected to benefit from these
efforts. For 1998, an allocation of $8 million has been made to continue this work.

Next, I would like to turn to the Rural Access Roads and Bridges Programme,
and to report that both Phases I and II have been completed. The impacts of the
parallel activities which accompanied the construction of these rural access roads
and bridges are presently being assessed to determine the benefits of the roads on
the production in these areas.

Mr. Speaker, 19.4 kilometres of roads and 10 bridges were developed in Phase
I during 1995, completed in 1996, and 73.3 kilometres of roads and bridges in
Phase II completed in 1996—1997. Approximately 3,000 farmers have so far
benefited from this programme.

In 1998, Phase III  is expected to be completed which involves 42.4 kilometres
of roads and the replacement of nine bridges. The Ministry of Agriculture, Land
and Marine Resources has been allocated $9 million to continue its access roads
programme in 1998. Of course, the IDB-funded Phase III  programme which is
being executed by the Ministry of Works and Transport, would also continue. An
additional $76 million is provided for this component of the Access Roads and
Bridges Programme.
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With respect to fisheries infrastructure, 1997 has been an especially active year
for the ministry in the area of fisheries. Infrastructural works were completed at a
number of fishing beaches. To name a few: Blanchisseuse, Otaheite, Las Cuevas,
Morne Diablo, and Cumana.

These infrastructural works are expected to provide greater security to boats
and gear and increased fish landings and sales in the respective communities where
these centres are located. These rehabilitation efforts will continue in respect of
other fishing areas in 1998. Claxton Bay, Erin, Icacos, Matelot and Moruga have
been identified in this regard. A sum of $1million has been allocated for this
purpose in 1998.

An agreement aimed at promoting the sustainable management and optimal
utilization of the inshore fisheries resources of the north and south coasts and in
the Gulf of Paria was finalized with all stakeholders in the fishing industry in 1997.
A committee was established to implement and monitor the agreement and to
undertake periodic reviews of the status of the fisheries resources and make
appropriate recommendations. This is all aimed at the responsible and sustained
management of our fisheries by its users.

Over the last three years negotiations have been ongoing with Venezuela for a
fishing agreement. Only recently, an agreement was reached, and my
understanding is that this agreement will be signed tomorrow in Caracas, which
would provide for a common fishing area in the Gulf of Paria and on the southern
sea board.

My understanding is that no fishing permits will be required to fish in that
common fishing area and that fishing can be practised throughout the year, as
opposed to the previous fishing agreement which was limited to December, all the
way to the end of June of the following year.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the sitting of the House is suspended until 9.15 p.m.

8.00 p.m.: Sitting suspended.

9.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed: Mr. Speaker, before the sitting was
suspended, I was on the subject of marketing. I would like to speak now of the
progress made in the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources with
respect to the Debe Wholesale Market. After the completion of this market it sat
idle for many years. During the period of the last regime, I am aware that several
attempts were made to have that market functional.
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I am pleased to inform the honourable House that under this Government, as
of March 1997, it started efforts at getting the market going and today, on a busy
trading night, mainly on Thursdays it is quite usual to observe between 500 and
600 wholesale farmers trading at that market as well

The access to the market has always posed a problem with respect to making
the market accommodating to the people who need to use that facility. This
Government took the opportunity to repave and to refurbish the M1 and M2
Tasker Roads going east and west of the market. My information is that the works
are about 80 per cent completed, and this will enhance the transport from the east
as well as from the west to the wholesale market at Debe. It is also intended that
many more people will take advantage of that facility which has become fully
operational this year, under this Government. What this has also done is to remove
wholesaling from the Mucurapo Street market in San Fernando, as well the
wholesaling at the Marabella market which was always the intention.

I would like to point out that it took the efforts of two governments to make
that market functional and that it was this Government which was able to achieve that.

With respect to the Rural Retail Market Programme under the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources, there were set-backs with this project in
1997 which dealt mainly with the identification of parcels of land. The programme
was developed in such a way that the communities were given the opportunity to
identify the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources, the Ministry of
Local Government for the regional corporation. A joint committee was put in
place, a study was done and the respective communities were given the opportunity
to identify areas where they would like the facilities to be placed for them.

During the course of 1997 even though it was planned to identify allocations
for 12 markets, the Government was only able to identify eight locations. Out of
the eight locations, one market has been completed at Valencia and is due for
commissioning in early 1998. The other seven areas have been surveyed, the
designs are already in place, and it is hoped that during the 1998—1999 period at
least eight rural markets will be completed under this project.

Mr. Speaker, the forestry aspect of the ministry continued the programme and
work started in 1996 and throughout 1997 with respect to forestry regeneration.
Protection and conservation systems were put in place—and I must say that the
weather has been favourable to us in that there was a considerable reduction in the
number of forest fires in 1997. As indicated earlier, under the section dealing with
legislative reform under the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources
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several pieces of legislation relating to forestry were reenacted, and the most
important area of focus which needs to be drawn to the attention of this
honourable House, is that of the National Parks and Watershed Management
Programme.  In 1998, therefore, the Government proposes to finalize the National
Parks and Wildlife Bill which, hopefully, would come to this Parliament for debate.
The Bill was put out for public comment and we have received those comments
and are in the process of finalizing the piece of legislation so that early in 1998 we
would be able to bring it to Parliament to have that matter debated.

At present the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources is
completing a proposal for the establishment of two national parks. In the first
instance, one would be at Matura and the other at Maracas. These are intended to
set the framework for a National Parks System in the country.

We are very wary of the rate at which our watersheds are denuded and the
impact of that denudation on the environment and, in particular, the incidence of
flooding. This is why every effort will be made during 1998 to speed up the
process of this National Parks and Watershed System. I know it is already of great
concern to the Environmental Management Agency and for this purpose, in order
to continue the works that were already started in 1996 and continuing in 1997
with respect to the ministry’s forestry programme for 1998, $3.6 million has been
allocated for the period 1998 to continue the works that were started dealing with
our forests and watersheds.

I would like to turn now to the Agricultural Incentives Programme. In the
presentation of the hon. Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism, he made
reference to the impact that the Agricultural Incentives Programme is intended to
have on the growth of the sector, and said that the present programme has been
operational since 1985 but it has not been very effective. I am pleased to advise
this honourable House that the Agricultural Incentives Programme was revised in
1997 by this Government after consultations in both Trinidad and Tobago with all
the stakeholders in the sector. A review of this Government’s direct support
expenditure in the agricultural sector over the last 10 years revealed that an
estimated $498 million was spent in price support and subsidies to the sector.
These payments were largely in the areas of sugar, cocoa, coffee, dairy, rice and
coconut subsectors.

The major slice of this funding went to sugar, rice and dairy farming. Farmers
and fishermen also benefited from duty relief on various types of vehicles,
machinery and equipment under the programme, but notwithstanding these
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significant payments over the years, a question mark still remains over the impact
that such a programme has had on improving the agricultural sector in terms of
increasing output, introducing new technologies, increasing efficiency and
productivity levels, attracting higher levels of investment and strengthening the
linkages between primary production and processing.

Mr. Speaker, it would be remiss of me if I fail to mention that there were
allegations of widespread corruption and fraudulent practices of all types in the
administration of the subsidy programme over the years. Further, it is my
understanding that because of the deficiencies of some measures in the support
programme, many farmers found it unattractive to apply for the available
incentives. Moreover, in some cases the farmers were unaware of the existence of
the support measures in place. What are the results of these shortcomings?

9.25 p.m.

Many of the incentives remain underutilized and ineffective in providing the
critical support necessary for the sector. I would outline some of the objectives of
this new programme. It is designed to improve the productivity and viability of the
agricultural sector while ensuring sustainability and protection of the environment.
It would attract high levels of investment capital and technology and increase
employment opportunities. It is designed to foster greater linkages between
primary production and agro-processing; and enhance the foreign exchange
earning capacity of both the traditional and non-traditional subsectors. It is also to
improve farm incomes and increase the standard of living of the rural farming
community.

I would speak a little on the revised programme and what it is intended to
provide. This would be subject to the approval of Cabinet. One area of focus is
fisheries. This would provide financial support of 10 per cent of the value for
multipurpose boats. There would be an increase in gasoline and oil subsidies and
support for the cost of boat replacement. One of the contentions raised by the
fishermen of this country is the fact that even though the gasoline which they
purchased was used on the sea, they were still charged the 5 per cent road tax. We
have taken this concern on board within the framework of the new agricultural
incentive package for the fisheries subsector.

The other area which would benefit would be water for agriculture. There
would be incentives of 25 per cent of the establishment cost of the construction of
walls, dams and ponds for irrigation and aquaculture purposes. There would also
be incentives on the cost of pumps and other irrigation equipment.
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With regard to agricultural vehicles and equipment, incentives would be
introduced for used refurbished wheel tractors and two-wheel drive pick-up
vehicles.

In the area of soil conservation, the existing rates for soil conservation
measures will be increased by 100 per cent. In the area of forestry, there would be
a rebate for reforestation, agro forestry programmes and private estates.

In the area of rice, there would be an increase in the present guaranteed price.
There would be incentives for the purchase of small equipment and machinery in
the rice subsector; to increase the production and quality of rice seed material, and
for irrigation and drainage equipment.

In the coconut subsector there would be an increase in the guaranteed price for
copra and to develop other value added products.

In the area of citrus, there would be provision of a guaranteed price; provision
of incentives for the establishment/rehabilitation of orchards and provision of
disease free planting material at subsidized rates.

In the area of coffee and cocoa, there would be increased guaranteed prices
and incentives for the establishment of central fermentries.

In the area of dairy, all dairy farmers supplying approved processing plants
would benefit from the milk subsidy. This would fall under the purview of the
Livestock and Livestock Products Board. There would be the reintroduction of
incentives for the establishment of pastures and small scale milk processing
facilities.

In the area of small ruminants, there would be the provision of auction facilities
to facilitate the sale of small ruminants.

In the area of beef, there would be the provision of services at subsidized rates.

In the area of bee-keeping there would be the removal of duties on bee-keeping
equipment. There would be access to forest reserved areas for bee-keeping
activities. It is intended that this Incentives Programme once finalized and
approved by the Cabinet of Trinidad and Tobago, would become fully operational
in 1998.

I now turn to Caroni (1975) Limited. We recognize that Caroni (1975) Limited
has posed a special challenge for this Government since it assumed office in
November 1995. Over the years the company has grappled with attaining
economic viability with little success. As I have stated on several occasions, this
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Government remains committed to the Tripartite Agreement, recognizing that
since the agreement was signed in 1992, several conditions have changed. In light
of this, it would mean that as we proceed to implement, we would review what we
are doing in the light of the global economic changes.

The major issues with respect to this company’s economic viability are related
to labour force reduction, the capital investment programme and the financial and
administrative restructuring. I think it is important for me to highlight the steadfast
progress made by this Government in addressing the difficulties which we know
the domestic sugar industry and Caroni (1975) Limited are facing.

In 1992, the Tripartite Agreement was reached and the implementation of the
recommendations essentially sought to put the company on a sustainable and viable
growth path. When this Government took office in 1995, it was discovered that a
number of major recommendations of the agreement were not implemented by the
former PNM government. Those which were implemented by the former
government included converting the $2.1 billion loan to subvention; settling of the
arrears to sugar workers and taking responsibility for some of the company’s
loans.

The difficult ones were never addressed in the time-frame set out within the
framework of the agreement. Given all that is being said by the Opposition, it is
incumbent on me, as the Minister with responsibility for the company and the
domestic sugar industry, to put the record straight. It must be remembered that the
PNM was directly responsible for the management policies of Caroni (1975)
Limited and the domestic sugar industry for 16 years. The point was well made by
the Member for Tobago East. During this period of time under their stewardship, a
debt of $2.1 billion was allowed to accrue.

From the inception in 1975, except for the period 1987—1991 when the NAR

formed the government, and November 1995—1997, two years since this
Government assumed office, the PNM has been administering the policies
governing this company and sugar in this country. My question to the Opposition
is: What did you do while you were in office during those years to address these
problems?

The point is that these problems did not occur overnight or within the last two
years. The point was made by the Member for Tobago East—he is correct—these
problems have been around for the past 16 years. The company made a profit of
$100,000 in the first year of its operation in 1975, and since that time it has
experienced only losses. The PNM government presided over this and what did the
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Member for Diego Martin West do to address these problems when he was the
Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources?

He attributes the formulation and implementation of the Tripartite Agreement
to himself and the UNC as having to take full responsibility for the problems of the
company, since the previous regime had “largely discharged its responsibilities to
the loss-making company.”  That is totally misleading. The fact of the matter is
that present operational inefficiencies, and by extension its high operational costs,
were mainly caused by the former PNM government.  It is clear that there was
gross negligence of the responsibilities to Caroni (1975) Limited and the
implementation of the Tripartite Agreement. We either delayed several of the
critical components of the agreement or never implemented them.

A major consideration of the agreement was the undertaking of a management
audit of the company. This audit was originally scheduled to be undertaken in
1993, and recommended in the Tripartite Agreement which was signed around the
middle of 1992.

This exercise was critically important to understand fully and to appreciate the
extent of the transformation which was required in the company. The management
audit was the very first exercise to be undertaken, and you may be aware, Mr.
Speaker, that this exercise was eventually commissioned by this Government in
1997.

9.35 p.m.

I hasten to add that it was not the present Minister of Agriculture, Land and
Marine Resources who commissioned the report. The Cabinet directed that the
Corporation Sole commission this exercise. The report in question is a working
document to guide the discussions which must take place between all stakeholders,
if the transformation exercise is to be successful. I caution that we must maintain
vigilance against mischief makers who may wish to create chaos and confusion in
this volatile situation.

Mr. Speaker, all the stakeholders will be party to the transformation
discussions and the options to be decided upon. The spirit of the Tripartite
Agreement—and this will be guided by deliberations—is to encourage labour force
reduction through accelerated attrition and voluntary separation. Nowhere does
the Tripartite Agreement speak of the firing of the staff of Caroni (1975) Limited.
Quite recently, the Member for Diego Martin West was quoted in the Daily
Express of December 1, 1997 as saying that Caroni (1995) Limited was to lay off
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5,000 persons in a three-year period, starting next year, 1998. I wish to make it
very clear, for the record, that this statement is totally misleading.

When one looks at the front page of that newspaper, “5000 from Caroni to
go”, there is a small caption behind which says, “IDB”. The former Minister of
Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources wrote to Mr. Enrique Iglesias, President
of the IADB. I have the document here. This document is the agreement arrived at
between the bank and the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
and it speaks of what was expected of the Government and of the IADB with
respect to Caroni (1975) Limited. The document is signed on each page by the
former Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources, and speaks of a
reduction in the workforce of 1,510 persons, that is daily and hourly-rated staff;
and a reduction in the monthly-rated staff of 120 persons. This exercise is due to
be completed in 1999. The agreement which the Member for Diego Martin West
was talking about was subsequently reviewed by this Minister of Agriculture, Land
and Marine Resources when he assumed office and there was a schedule attached
with projected labour reductions as follows:

1994/1996 605 persons

1997 302

1998 302

1991 301

This is a total of 1,500 daily-rated workers. Additionally, it was projected that
120 monthly paid staff would accept the early retirement plan.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s speaking time has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. G. Singh]

Question put and agreed to.

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues for
extending my time.

I was about to ask the hon. Member for Diego Martin West where he got this
figure of 5,000 persons to be removed from Caroni (1975) Limited. He knew all
along that the agreement which he signed with the bank spoke about 1,510 daily
and hourly-rated workers and 120 monthly-paid staff. I hope that in his
contribution to this debate he will be able to provide the necessary answers.
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Mr. Speaker, the scheduled labour force reduction and retirement programme
is presently ongoing. It was as a result of the previous government’s ineptitude
that the present situation exists. It should be noted that between 1993 and 1995 no
labour force reduction was achieved, other than by attrition. The figures I have
from the company, as at December 31, 1992, are as follows:

Staff 1,002

Daily rated (permanent) 4,241

Seasonal 3,280

Total 8,523

When we compare these figures with the staff component, as at November
1977, the figures now stand at:

Staff 977

Daily rated (permanent) 3,527

Seasonal 2,792

Total 7,296

If we were to deduct the figures for 1997 from the figures for 1992, Members
would soon realize that, under this programme, over 1,000 persons have already
gone. In addition to this, Caroni also takes on what is referred to as temporary
workers. Temporary workers do not work a full day.

Dr. Rowley: Can you quote those two figures again?

Dr. The Hon. R. Mohammed: I will give them to you. They are taken on as
and when needed. I would point out as well, and this is particularly during the cane
harvesting season, that temporary staff during 1997 numbered 40 persons.

Currently, this Government has also taken the decision to address effectively
the productivity of the company, which the PNM government should have done.
Presently, work is nearing completion on the upgrading of the Usine Ste.
Madeleine factory where two tandems have been replaced by a single tandem of
greater hourly production. These efforts will have the effect of increasing throughput
to between 320 to 350 tonnes of cane per hour from the present 240 tonnes.

What impact would this have? This improved milling extraction is expected to
yield an additional 7,500 tonnes of sugar, valued at approximately $15 million,
from the same amount of cane. Additionally, the inefficient No. 2 tandem will be
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mothballed resulting in a saving of $2.5 million per annum. Further, the installation
of the new crystallizer processing facility at Brechin Castle, in Couva, will result in
enhanced final molasses recovery.  This, as well, will improve the factory’s sugar
recovery. As a result, it is estimated that approximately 1,200 tonnes of sugar,
valued at $3.5 million, would be produced from the same amount of cane. This is
all in an effort to enhance the processing of the cane into sugar.

9.45 p.m.

Again, steps have already been taken to address the environmental degradation
which has been encouraged over the years. The fly ash problem has been dealt with
by installing scrubbers. There have been serious complaints from residents who live
around the factories, and this has been happening for years. When the UNC came
into office, it found an intolerable situation and it took the necessary measures to
ensure that things were put in place on chimneys to reduce the fly ash which was
affecting the residents who lived in close proximity to the factories, particularly
during the crop season.

Much has been said about the froghopper situation and the Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) Programme which was started recently. I wish to point out that
this programme did not come out of the air like that. If I may refer to the
agreement which was signed by the former Minister of Agriculture, Land and
Marine Resources, which states under the heading: “Prior to board presentation:”

“c. Design and implement an Integrated Pest Management Program
(including the biological control of thrips and froghopper) in sugarcane;

Under Prior to second tranche”

“c. Design and implement an integrated Pest Management Program
(including the biological control of thrips and froghopper) in sugarcane;

Under Prior to third tranche:

"c. Design and implement an integrated Pest Management Program
(including the biological control of thrips and froghopper) in sugarcane;

Mr. Speaker, all that was done was to put the process in place so that under
the Agricultural Sector Loan, we would be able to meet the conditionalities which
would allow us to draw down on the respective tranche time frames in a timely
manner. What  has been done basically, is that the aerial spraying of canefields with
chemical insecticides has been reduced. It was not stopped.
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On another occasion, the Member for Diego Martin West made the comment
that it is the first time that the present Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources has become aware of an Integrated Pest Management Programme. I
would ignore that.

The decision was taken to put in place a system which would be
environmentally friendly because the residents who live in close proximity to the
canefields have been complaining for a number of years, thus the Integrated Pest
Management Programme has become essential. The environmental laws which are
presently being drafted for this country at the Environmental Management Agency
would dictate that the use of chemical insecticides in our environment would be
reduced.

The programme which was started with Caroni (1975) Limited was formed by
a scientific symposium which was hosted by Caroni (1975) Limited prior to its
implementation in April this year. As time went on, the programme was reviewed
and there is still room for modifications in the programme which do not happen in
one given time frame, it takes a number of years.

I point out again that when the programme was started, the chemical stores in
the company had coverage for 21,000 acres in terms of insecticides. An additional
22,000 acres coverage in terms of volume of chemicals was ordered. This meant
that at the time when the programme was started, there would have been coverage
for almost 42,000 acres. It was said that at the time when the programme was
started, Caroni (1975) Limited had no chemicals. I wish to correct that because I
am assured that there were in store 21,000 acres coverage, and another 22,000
acres coverage in terms of volume ordered.

Again, the principle behind the Integrated Pest Management Programme is to
slowly reduce the quantity of one’s chemical insecticide and gradually increase the
use of one's biological control agent. Fortunately for us in Caroni (1975) Limited,
the chemical agent is compatible with the biological control agent. When the
programme was started, a loss factor was calculated into the programme and what
resulted prompted the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources to put
in place an independent committee to investigate all aspects of the froghopper
Integrated Pest Management Programme in Caroni (1975) Limited and soon I
would receive that report and its recommendations.

Another area in which some progress has been made is with the establishment
of the new cane pricing system which again conforms with the Tripartite
Agreement. This is to be administered by an independent sugar authority which has
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already been put in place by this Government. One of the essential characteristics
of the new system, which is soon to be implemented, is the quality which is one of
the necessary conditions for competitiveness in the global trading environment.
Farmers, therefore, would be paid for their sugar canes as the function of the
quality of the canes they are producing. Starting with the 1998 crop in January, a
pilot project would be implemented and farmers would be encouraged to deliver
their canes directly to the factory to fully test the new cane payment system, and it
is expected that by the next crop in 1999, the new system would be fully
implemented.

Mr. Speaker, earlier on I referred to the refurbishing of the M1 and M2 roads in
Caroni (1975) Limited which are part and parcel of the Tripartite Agreement . The
time frame set out for refurbishing those two communication roads was 1994;
unfortunately, the refurbishing of those roads ought to have been done under the
former regime. It was never done. It is under this Government that we have taken
initiatives together with the Ministry of Works and Transport to ensure that that
aspect, as agreed upon by the Tripartite Agreement, is being completed.

Concomitant to the new pricing system which has been developed, significant
investments have been made in equipment and machinery for testing the quality of
the canes, all part and parcel of the Tripartite Agreement.

Additionally, capital investments were made to upgrade the refineries which
form an integral part of the implementation of the quality driven cane pricing
mechanism.

Under the estimates for the 1998 Budget under the PSIP which is divided into
Inescapables, On-going and New Projects, $70.7 million has been budgeted for the
inescapables under which Caroni (1975) Limited falls and it has been allocated
again, according to the Tripartite Agreement for 1998, $22 million of the $70.7
million under inescapables. This means therefore, that this Government is making
every effort to budget the sums of money required as agreed according to the time
frames and sums set out under the Tripartite Agreement to satisfy the requirements
of Caroni (1975) Limited.

Mr. Speaker, I mentioned in another place, the policy which was developed by
this Government for the divestment of state enterprises and I indicated that the
policy would inform how the matter of Caroni (1975) Limited, in addition to other
state enterprises, would be dealt with. Emerging from that, Cabinet is in the
process of putting together a technical committee to identify and explore all the
options with respect to the financial viability of Caroni (1975) Limited; to make
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recommendations with respect to the specific options which should be pursued; to
develop implementation plans and effective time schedules with respect to the
recommended options.

The committee would be mandated to submit its report to the Minister of
Finance and Minister of Tourism within a three-month period from the time of its
appointment. The board of directors of Caroni (1975) Limited, would be required
to provide the technical committee with all the assistance and support it requires to
carry out its mandate. Notwithstanding what is being perpetuated about this
Government with respect to Caroni (1975) Limited, by the Opposition, we are
convinced that the sugar industry, including Caroni (1975) Limited, would survive
this traumatic period as it has done before.

Mr. Speaker, with these few words I express my support for the Bill which is
before this House and I ask Members on the opposite side to do so.

Thank you.

Mrs. Eulalie James (Laventille West): Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a small
contribution to this budget debate. It is always my pleasure to participate in a
budget debate. I consider it my duty to analyze the budget on behalf of the people,
especially the people of Laventille whom I have the honour to represent.

Mr. Speaker, this "No new taxes" statement from the hon. Minister of Finance
and Minister of Tourism is like a “bomb” tune on J'ouvert morning, mesmerizing
while it continues to play, but once the music ceases, one realizes it is Ash
Wednesday facing the rising sun and still fully pasted in mud.

The man in the street has not been fooled. At one end of the spectrum, one
lady in The Independent of Saturday, December 13, 1997 described the budget as
a Jack went up the hill budget, a jack jump over the hill budget, they are not doing
half of it, they are watching the world through a glass case. It is a talk bill.

Miss Nicholson: Who is she? Give us her name.

Mrs. E. James: Mr. Speaker, this is how the ordinary person visualizes the
budget. Whilst at the other end of the spectrum there is a renowned economist
who described it as an Iwer George budget in yesterday's Daily Express.

10.00 p.m.
Mr. Speaker, when one reviews the record of this Government, what does one

find? Two years in power and panmen are forced to protest; two years in power
and calypsonians protest; two years in power, the National Carnival Commission
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officials protest and the chairman was fired; two years in power and the
Government wants to destroy Best Village; two years in power and the
Government wants to destroy the village and community councils structure.

What is clear, is this Government’s lack of any coherent policy. Any
Government serious about the affairs of this nation would recognize that culture is
the life-blood of this nation. I quote a popular phrase:

“A country without a culture is a country without a soul.”

After condemning the system it met in place at the Ministry of Community
Development, Culture and Women’s Affairs, and in addition, declaring there was
no policy, two years later, the beginning of the third year—to be more precise—it
is now attempting to formulate its national policy. This shows the unimportance
which has been placed on that ministry; a ministry which is very close to the
people. Mr. Speaker, more interest needs to be shown to the citizens of Trinidad
and Tobago.

We know that culture can be defined to reflect a host of things, but the aspect
of culture to which we refer is responsible for giving our people the opportunity to
bring out the talents they never knew existed within them; a sense of belonging and
caring for each other. This is why citizens are prepared, especially, to fight to keep
alive the Best Village Competition.

None of the promises made in the 1997 Budget Statement was fulfilled. No
explanation was advanced by the Minister for the Government’s inability to deliver
on its promises. Some of these still-born projects include construction of a centre
for performing arts, the pan conservatory and the formation of a national steel
orchestra, to name a few.

What about the national steel orchestra? In my contribution to the 1997
Budget debate, I forewarned the Government that with regard to the formation of
a national steel orchestra its cavalier attempt to appease voters of a certain sector
of the society was not the priority; however, in good faith, any exercise of this
nature should be done in a proper manner and in conjunction with the national
body responsible for that national movement, Pan Trinbago.

One year has elapsed and this Government has been unable to put together the
national steel orchestra, therefore depriving potential members of several months
revenue. In a pre-budget rush, advertisements appeared in our daily newspapers
seeking to recruit players in a haphazard manner; a recipe for disaster, confusion
and division.
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In any event, I, in this honourable House tonight, call on this Government for
the immediate establishment of this orchestra in the shortest possible time, to
ensure employment to recognized pannists of long standing.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]

This brings me to another issue, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the selection of the
pannists. The question of the qualified musician and music literate pannists seems
to take the direction of discriminating against those who do not have academic
qualifications. However, the challenge is really to develop the criteria for selection
of those who do not have formal qualification, but have demonstrated over the
years, the skill to perform at the best music halls worldwide.

Based on this, we are seeing that men like, Boogsie, Robbie, Bens’ up—I do
not know if you all know him—Peju and Buffy, would never have a chance. I am
sure, no doubt, you are aware that several qualified musicians have journeyed from
places like Japan, Europe, North America and other parts of the world to Trinidad
and Tobago to develop the skill of playing the pan. Mr. Deputy Speaker, they go
to no other university but the university of “Desperadoes” on the hill, “Tokyo” in
John John, “All Stars” on Duke Street, “Renegades” on Charlotte Street and
several other pan universities, to those “pan greats” who do not have formal
qualification to tutor them.

We are approximately eight weeks from carnival and it seems that we are truly
headed for bacchanal out of the maize of confusion, with regard to planned
pronouncements and counter-pronouncements. The Government is so bereft of
ideas that it even wants to build a road through the Queen’s Park Savannah. We of
the People’s National Movement anxiously await some clear picture from the hon.
Minister with regard to the management and operation of Carnival 1998. Let me
repeat, we see nothing but bacchanal for this carnival.

10.10 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, yet on another occasion, this Government is coming to
the people of Trinidad and Tobago with promises such as formulating a national
cultural policy; creating opportunity for our people to work together; establishing
a national cultural commission; constructing a national centre for the performing
arts; establishing an institute for carnival;  making provision for the celebration of
national days and festivals. All these they told us last year. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
what is clearly missing is that some time in the future the Government would begin
to govern. Instead of governing, what they have been busy about is willing away
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the patrimony of the country to their closest friends. I only hope that the mention
of a recording studio as part of the proposed institute of carnival, against the
advice of those in the industy, is not in keeping with business as usual.

The attack on the calypso constitutes nothing more than an attack on
democracy. It is my humble view that if this was not so the only possible answer
for the actions of this Government in its attack on the art form, is a lack of
knowledge of the origin, history and development of the calypso. The question of
the Copyright Act being suspended is also an indication of the lack of
understanding of this Government with regard to intellectual property rights, the
protection thereof and the right to enjoyment.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I turn my attention to women’s affairs. The violence
directed against women in Trinidad and Tobago in recent times, has not, in my
view, met with any serious response by this Government. The introduction of any
meaningful programmes to alleviate the conditions that have created the
environment responsible for the violence against women has not been forthcoming.
One would have hoped that the ministry responsible would have outlined its policy
and programmes which would have been included in the 1998 Budget Statement.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have not seen anything in relation to that in this budget.

The crime rate as it relates to rape and other forms of domestic violence
against women has reached the worst stages and legislation directed at minimizing
same has not been effective. Community development is the vehicle to empower
the people in communities to take charge of the affairs. The proposals of this
Government to dictate the management of community centres rather than
empowering the members of the community, is a reflection of the overall modus
operandi of this Government. It is necessary that I take this opportunity to warn
the Government against actions directed at communities that would work against
the fabric of the very structure of our society. The village council structure in
Trinidad and Tobago is not to be compromised by this or any other government.

In looking at my own constituency, Laventille West, this Government has, over
the two years, done absolutely nothing for that constituency. [Interruption]  I
agree with you, in a sense, because he has his public relations to project. He has to
bribe the people of Laventille, all the courtesies that could support the UNC

Government but I can tell them, that and God’s face they would never see. [Desk
thumping]  They could bribe as much as they wish. He has to go there because he
wants to make sure that he gets the support. [Interruption]  Why did you cut him
down? That was his strength. Now he is strong no more. Anyhow, Mr. Deputy
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Speaker, only two roads were paved in Laventille West—and not fully paved,
partially paved—because they simply would not give the San Juan/Laventille
Regional Corporation the moneys to pave the roads of Laventille.

The water situation leaves much to be desired. Many of the areas in Laventille
are without water. The time they took to go up the hill and spend thousands of
dollars to paint two tanks, it would have been better they had put water in the
tanks instead. [Interruption]

Hon. Member: Mr. Deputy Speaker, what did the hon. Member do in her
time?

Mrs. E. James:  Quite a lot, in the short space of time I had.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, another concern is that the PNM started construction of a
Pan Complex in Laventille at the site of the Desperadoes Steel Orchestra. [Desk
thumping]  I must, indeed, say that in looking at a brochure they had when they
were opening the tank, if one were to read that brochure one would believe that it
was the UNC Government who constructed that building. That is not my concern
here now, Mr. Deputy Speaker. What I am concerned with is that there was
provision. [Interruption]  If you know the way the building is structured, there is a
smaller building housing the pans for the Desperadoes Steel Orchestra, then there
is the complex and the youth centre. I am concerned with the area between the
smaller building housing the pans for “Despers” and the complex. It was agreed to
put some type of covering to accommodate the band when they have to practise.
To date, that has not been done. My concern is that very soon, right after
Christmas, “Despers” would be out there practising for Carnival, and if it rains
they would be in a lot of trouble.

I am appealing to this Government to put the covering so that Despers could
be protected from the rain and sun. [Interruption]

Mr. Bereaux: Mr. Deputy Speaker, could the hon. Minister on that side allow
the hon. Member to make her contribution? Why when I was talking the Member
did not open his mouth? [Laughter]

Mrs. E. James: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not have time to bother with small
talk.  There is quite a lot to be done in Laventille.

During the time of the People’s National Movement when we had the
Unemployment Relief Programme, there were quite a number of construction
programmes, the reason is, the terrain at Laventille is bad and there is a sort of
moving-earth situation. There are many lovely homes in Laventille, and the PNM, in
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its wisdom to assist the people who are not really in a position to help themselves,
set about doing a number of construction jobs, putting down drains, building walls;
nothing like that was done under this Government. All it has done is cut some
bush, and if one goes to Laventille now, one will not know what it did because the
bush has grown very high again.

10.20 p.m.

In spite of the fact that jobs were provided, people worked, but to date have
not received their moneys. People worked, but there is nothing to show that they
had been working.[Interruption]  Do not even talk and tell me about the two
tanks, because just now that will be back to square one. If one looks at the two
tanks now, one would say that it would have been better if they had left them alone
the way they were. They were meant to be a tourist attraction. Up to now, not one
tourist has visited the hill, because it was meant that when they come, the people
of Laventille would be able to make a living by that. To date, no tourists! Do not
talk about the birds. They have flown away!

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Laventille needs some attention. I invited the Minister of
Public Utilities to tour the area with me. He promised me faithfully that he would
come. I spoke to him, wrote to him, and to date he has not visited. The area that I
was about to take him to is suffering. There is no water whatsoever in that area. In
fact, they used to get water more often when we were in power. They are not
receiving any water. I do not know if he will find it in his heart to give way and
tour the area with me so that I can show him exactly what is taking place in
Laventille as far as the lack of water is concerned.

There is so much to talk about concerning Laventille to get it going, but at
another time. I spoke to the Member for Tobago West recently about a playing
field, and I am going to write her on the matter. I hope she will give me some
assistance as far as that playing field is concerned. There are many other things, but
most important, I would really like the Minister of Public Utilities to visit, because
water is necessary. Just yesterday, right on Picton Road, the police band was
playing and entertaining the people of Laventille, and a gentleman spoke with me
amidst all of the celebrations and said, “Mrs. James, we have no water on Picton
Road for over 10 days.” Can you imagine that Mr. Deputy Speaker? Picton Road
has several water tanks and no water on Picton Road! It is right there they painted
the two tanks. No water!
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So, this budget presented to us holds no hope, as was the last one, for the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, and moreso, the people of Laventille. I cannot
give my support to the budget on behalf of the people of Laventille West.

I thank you.

The Minister of Labour and Co-operatives (Hon. Harry Partap): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I join with my colleagues on this side this evening in giving my
total support for the Appropriation Bill, 1998 before the House. The Hon. Minister
of Finance has presented a budget that reinforces the underlying philosophy of the
Government headed by our distinguished leader, the Member for Couva North,
Hon. Basdeo Panday. This budget builds on a foundation for a humane society,
and we will continue to do so despite those opposite.

I was disappointed in the contribution made by the Leader of the Opposition
this morning. Apparently, he did not have enough time to study the budget, and I
suggest that he does so during the long Christmas holidays and come back and
work with us for the development of the people and this country as we move
steadily and confidently towards a total quality nation. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon. Minister of Finance had pointed to two matters
that impinge directly on the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives, and I want to
re-emphasize those two areas. Before I do so, I want simply to address a few of
those remarks from the other side, particularly from the Member for La Brea. He
made an appeal this evening for the resources of this country to be equitably
distributed. That was the gist of his argument from across there. I think I heard it
also from the Member for Laventille West, but I want to tell them that this
Government intends to treat equally with the people of Trinidad and Tobago and,
therefore, every constituency is going to benefit, unlike the previous administration
during its tenure in Government.

I represent the constituency of Nariva, and at the time that those on the other
side were in Government, they neglected Nariva because Nariva is in an opposition
area. For three terms, Nariva was on the Government side, but they did absolutely
nothing for Nariva, and it is only during the period 1986—1991 when the NAR was
there under Dr. Samaroo that something was done for Nariva. I want to tell you
what has happened in Nariva in the two years we have been in office. What I am
pointing to is the neglect of rural constituencies by those opposite, because some
of those constituencies did not vote for them. They are now making all that noise
because they feel that we would do what they did to us, but we are not going to do
that. We are above that. That is not our politics.
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Within two years, we repaired four bridges completely in Nariva. Within two
years, we resheeted the main roads of Nariva. There are 10 roads at the moment
that have been resheeted and repaired. Under their administration, we got nothing.
There was a depression on the Cunapo Southern Main Road for 20 years, and the
area was virtually cut off from heavy traffic. The PNM did nothing. What was not
done in 20 years was done by URP labour in 20 months.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when they are talking about making an appeal for the
resources to be equitably distributed, I want them to realize that we are going to
do that. They are pushing an open door.

I now want to turn to those two areas I spoke about. Firstly, the national
minimum wage of $7 per hour, and secondly, the annual subvention of $250,000 to
the National Trade Union Centre. The national minimum wage of $7 per hour is
intended to protect workers at the lower echelon of remuneration from
exploitation. That was the basis of it. There are workers in this country who are
getting far less than $7 per hour. In fact, some of them are getting as low as $3.50
per hour, and work for very long hours. They are crying out for assistance.

Those of us who had the opportunity to hear from Miss Clothil Walcott, a
brave lady who has done a tremendous amount of work for those workers who are
unrepresented, she had been speaking to the previous Minister of Labour, Mr.
Collis, but poor Mr. Collis, they had him down. Some minutes ago, one of their
Members told me that only I alone know the way to the Ministry of Labour and
Co-operatives. He was implying that the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives
does nothing for the development of Trinidad and Tobago. That is where they had
poor Mr. Collis. He used to sit in his office and do nothing. When the UNC came
into office, we revitalized the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives, and today, it
is leading its way in the development of this nation.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank the Permanent Secretary, the directors, the heads
of departments, and all the workers at the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives.
They are now coming out and getting a chance. They are blossoming. They are
doing what they were prevented from doing under the previous administration's
watch.

Let me get back to the minimum wage. The Minimum Wages Board has
recommended the minimum floor, and Cabinet has agreed, and the legal
instruments to establish the order are currently being formulated and finalized.
Within the first quarter of 1998, the minimum wage will become a reality as
indicated by the Minister of Finance in his budget speech.
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This minimum wage came about during tripartite discussions. Regardless of
what one hears outside, the Employers Consultative Association, the Trinidad and
Tobago Industry of Commerce, the Non-Government Organizations, as well as the
National Trade Union Centre and the Ministry, were involved in the discussions.

10.35 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I notice that there were some criticisms advanced against
the minimum wage. One of the criticisms is that it will affect small business, micro
businesses and create unemployment. I just want to quote from the report of the
committee that was appointed by Cabinet to review the single economy and
economy-wide minimum wage. It quoted from a World Bank Report 1996, page
26. It says:

“A more effective strategy to combat poverty and unemployment is setting a
wage that will maximize employment and then provide for incomes transfers to
those whose productivity is inadequate to yield sufficient income to escape
poverty.”

That is the basis for the minimum wage.

I just want to quote again from the report. The committee is the one that
looked at the minimum wage, gave the suggestion and then recommended it to
Cabinet. Page 3 says:

“The committee noted this new research suggested that there was no hard
evidence to support the theory that minimum wages hindered job creation.”

So we will put those criticisms aside. There is a mechanism for having the
Minimum Wages Order and that mechanism is going to be put in place.

Small and micro enterprises must not use their size as an excuse to deny
workers a reasonable wage on which to provide for their families, they must not
use that excuse and I hope that they would not. Secondly, we must not confuse a
minimum wage with a maximum. The minimum is not a maximum and we must not
treat it as such. That is my plea, I am appealing to the companies, the employers,
please let the market forces determine the wage above the minimum.

The other thing I want to touch on this evening is the question of the annual
subvention to the National Trade Union Centre. The Minister of Finance has
announced that $250,000 will be given for institutional strengthening.
[Interruption]  No, it is not a bribe, not at all. The time has come for us to provide
the trade union movement with support for strengthening their capacity to
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participate in the discussions relative to the economic and social changes that are
taking place here in Trinidad and Tobago and world-wide. Therefore, they must be
assisted to have that capacity to deal with that. Trade union leaders and members
must have a sense of the free-trade area of the Americas, they must know about
the ACP/EU and after LOME´ V, they must also know about the World Trade
Organization, they must know about GATT, they must know about labour
standards. How else can they know if we do not give them an opportunity to find
out? This is the reason we are giving them this $250,000 to strengthen the
institution so that they can organize their seminars and learn more of these things.
We believe that once trade union leaders and workers understand the global
realities they will be able to join in the development of this country as we head
towards a total quality nation.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the process of partnership is the way forward. No longer
must we continue to be adversarial. We must not be in that mode. We cannot
approach development in that way. We could and should approach development in
a participatory mode, we must participate, but this partnership can only be
effective in an atmosphere of knowledge and information. It is in this context that
the Minister is providing the trade union movement with this $250,000 subvention
which will be made available to the National Trade Union Centre.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I now want to turn to the Manpower Division of the
ministry. This division will look at trying to create employment or trying to fit
people into work both locally and abroad. On the Canadian farm programme, the
seasonal farm programme, for the first time in 22 years we have crossed 1,000
workers going into Canada—1,106 workers went. In 1998 we hope to have an
additional 1,000 workers join the programme. I want to tell the House and assure
you about the conditions under which these workers go across there and work;
they are scrutinized, both by the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives in Trinidad
and Tobago, and the Ministry of Labour in Canada.

Mr. Joseph: I thank the hon. Member for giving way. But if my memory
serves me correctly, would the hon. Minister also indicate whether it is the first
time since we have that labour exchange that we had a labourer dying in Canada?
Is that so, and under what conditions was that so?

Hon. H. Partap: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Member must not believe
everything he reads in the newspaper. A farm worker died in Canada, he
contracted Hepatitis B. The farm worker went in July and died in August. As far as
the good doctor from Caroni Central and the doctors in Canada have told me,
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there is a 90-day incubation period. Apparently, the worker would have left here
with the disease, but at any rate we are sorry. The ministry has done its part, we
expressed our sympathies, we did everything possible and the insurance was
received, but we are sorry about that.

As I said, it is the first time that we have crossed 1,000 in 22 years and we are
looking for another 1,000 workers going up there in 1998. We have also got
openings in the Cayman Islands, Aruba and the United States of America. That is
so far for our overseas thrust.

For the local thrust, we have what we call the unemployment exchanges, and
from the figures I have here for this year, I think that we have done pretty well
compared with the other years. A total of 9,533 unemployed young people had
registered. We had a placement rate of 2,122 and it is growing. When I explain to
you our re-engineering of the labour exchanges, we anticipate a rate that will be
even higher. So that is what is happening at the manpower section.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at the manpower section we have re-engineered and we
are going to continue re-engineering during the course of the new year. We have
made it a little more friendly to the unemployed and now the unemployed will be
able to walk—we have done it as a pilot project at the ministry's head office—in
with his or her certificates and then we are going to match the qualifications. If at
all the worker does not fit the kind of job that we get for the particular worker and
there is need for training, we will refer the worker to training. So we are
canvassing employers, we have an advisory service, we are registering applicants,
we have a list of vacancies, we are going to computerize the entire thing—it is
already computerized. They will be able to get application forms that are already
on the computer, they will fill in their details and we will show them how to get
those things in and we will train them for interviews. We will be doing all these
things with the unemployed as they come into the ministry.

We are going to do this in all the labour exchanges. We already have one in
Chaguanas, Siparia and Point Fortin. We are expanding and in 1998 we are going
to put four additional ones in Rio Claro, Arima, Sangre Grande, and Tobago. But
these exchanges will be linked to head office and so, at the press of a button you
can inform the people who are standing opposite you, about what you do and do
not have. They have an opportunity to look at the computers, they have a whole
list of vacancies that they can access. The whole Manpower Division is being re-
engineered to make it friendly for the unemployed.
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At the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives we have also established the
national human resource management information system. This is a catalyst for the
manpower needs. So again, we will have a fair idea of the manpower needs in this
country, for the first time. We have already done all the groundwork and it is going
to come on stream next year. All the details are worked out and very soon we are
going to have that in place. So that up to the year 2000 and beyond we will be able
to know our human resource and how to allocate it. That is now being done at the
Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives.

The other thing I am looking at is the Cipriani College of Labour and Co-
operative Studies. We have done a tremendous amount of work there. We are
fitting the college for accreditation so that the certification would be recognized all
over. The Cipriani College of Labour and Co-operative Studies—as I said once
already in the House—is an effort of several Governments. But we are just pushing
it a step further and making it acceptable for accreditation. We are spending some
money on that this year and we are hoping before the end of the year we should
have the college accredited. We have done a lot of work—I am not going to go
through the list of things we have done—but in the new year we are looking to
expand the classrooms, we will have an auditorium and we will expand the play
field. Right now we have 653 students occupying a space intended for 200
students, so there is need for additional classrooms. We will have to expand the
library and things like these.

10.50 p.m.

We are doing a lot of work at the Cipriani College of Labour and Co-
operatives in order to strengthen this whole process of co-operatives and labour
studies.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to touch on the co-operative sector. At the
Ministry we have spent this year trying to revamp the co-operative sector and we
want to position this sector for the alleviation of poverty and the creation of
employment. We want to build the co-operative sector around that. That is the
vision we have for it. I have already commissioned a study, and the report is out. I
am now evaluating that study and very soon I will take my recommendations to the
Cabinet and seek its assistance. Meanwhile, we are under the Public Sector
Investment Programme. We will also be strengthening the co-operative sector to
deal with the challenges in promoting co-operatives.

We are a little happier at the Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives with the
performance of the credit unions. They are moving in a direction with which we
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are very pleased because they are now protecting the—[Interruption]—yes, they
are responding to the recommendations of the Minister of Finance in the last
budget. They have really done a great deal to have institutional strengthening, so
that is in train.

What has happened is that 21 credit unions and six co-operatives were assisted
this year to come up to par, and we are happy. Whenever we see a credit union
and the co-operatives moving in the direction of viability we are very happy in this
Government. We think of the small people out there. For this year alone, in the
whole process of the eradication of poverty, the co-operatives would play a very
important part and we are positioning them to do that.

The last administration really killed co-operatives. They left credit unions and
co-operatives stranded and rudderless. The poor commissioner had endless
problems. The man has much more confidence now. Even the credit unions and the
co-operatives have more confidence because they know that this Government is
going to back them up.

Mr. Bereaux: This is the Government that took away the privilege.

Hon. H. Partap: We have formed six new co-operatives this last year and that
is good. The Oropune Co-operative is one of them and that is a new idea in which
the land belonging to the people who had to be removed because of the airport
expansion, would be invested in the co-operative and the National Housing
Authority. They will be running their own affairs. That is the kind of empowerment
we want to give people. We do not want them to beg for a “ten days”. We want to
empower them and that is what we are doing in the co-operative sector.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

We have realized that the Co-operative Societies Act of 1971 is now
inadequate to deal with that inner vision we have for this sector and, therefore, the
Attorney General is looking at this to change it. We are in discussions with the
social partners in relation to the changes and very soon in the new year, we are
going to have that revised Co-operative Societies Act which would make many
changes.

Among the changes contemplated would be that the board of directors of co-
orporatives and the credit unions would be held responsible for some of the bad
decisions that they would make. That is a way to protect people's money. We will
put that in place.
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In the Conciliation Division of the ministry are some hard-working people. One
of the problems that we met when we came into office was with the unresolved
certificates. There had been a backlog. This is why I said that the PNM had
hamstrung poor Mr. Collins.

Mr. Hart : The man is not here to defend himself.

Hon. H. Partap: It was not his fault that there was a backlog! The trade
unions were there making noise about unresolved certificates. In one case a person
had to wait ten years to get an unresolved certificate. Let me tell you if you did not
know, unless the worker has that unresolved certificate they cannot access the
Industrial Court to look after their affairs. So you see what punishment they have
imposed upon poor people?

Mr. Bereaux: Mr. Speaker, just for clarification, is it the worker who is given
the certificate of unresolved dispute or is it the union?

Hon. H. Partap: I was making sure you were listening to what I was saying.
No, it is the unions which get it. [Laughter]  I was testing to see if you were
listening. I am glad you understand. Now we can proceed.

What we have done is remove the backlog. The trade unions and workers are
happy that the backlog is no longer there. It was something that anybody could
have done.

Hon. Member: Except the PNM.

Hon. H. Partap: Of course, except you all there.

Mr. Bereaux: The hon. Member did it and it is a big thing.

Hon. H. Partap: In discussions with the Industrial Court, we redesigned the
certificates. It was a cumbersome thing. They had a lot of information which was
not required at the Industrial Court, so we had discussions with the Court and
removed it. It is easier. Our aim is to have an unresolved certificate issued within a
month, and then we would reduce it to within a week or two. Right now we are in
a comfortable position.

One of the things we did as well, was simply use the law, and the Minister of
Labour issued an order. The certificate previously had to be signed only by the
Minister. The law now allows for an order to be made whereby I can delegate that
responsibility.

Mr. Bereaux: You changed the law.
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Hon. H. Partap: I have delegated the responsibility to a senior officer of the
ministry and that problem which had been there for so many years, is no longer
there. We have resolved it. We did not increase the staff, it is the same number of
people.

I want to congratulate those people at the Conciliation Division. They are
hard-working people, who work long hours and have not called for any overtime.
They are doing a wonderful job.

Mr. Speaker, we have also introduced at the ministry what we call non-crisis
meetings in the petroleum sector, and that is working well. If I may say so myself,
maybe this is the reason why we had negotiations this year for most of the
companies in the petroleum sector, and their collective agreements were made
without the intervention of a third party. That is important because previously
there were all kinds of things happening. They had to come to the ministry, go to
the court and so forth.

The Member for La Brea was there and he knows that is what happened with
Petrotrin and its predecessor. What has happened is that we have brought the trade
unions and the heads of the petroleum companies together. They interacted on a
one to one basis every two months. We did not negotiate there but discussed little
matters that could cause problems on the shop floor—the union and the CEOs
interacted. I suspect strongly—I do not want to take credit for it—that that must
have been the reason why we had no third party intervening in the collective
bargaining process between both of them.

Mr. Bereaux: So far!

11.00 p.m.
Hon. H. Partap: What I am going to do next year is to try to widen that and I

will take other employers on board so that we could lessen the tension between the
unions and the employers. Trade unions are here to stay and we have to live with
them; employers will have to understand that. The whole trust now of the ILO is
for this tripartite discussion whereby we will be able to dialogue. The Prime
Minister had insisted that we should have this consensus. We are working on that
and it is working well, if I may say so myself.

Mr. Speaker, I now turn to the legislative programme that we have at the
Ministry of Labour and Co-operatives. It is a long one but some of the labour laws
in this country are 50 years old. They have outlived their usefulness. They are
really inadequate to deal with the present circumstances and so we are revising the
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laws. The Occupational Safety and Health Bill will be coming to Parliament. I want
to thank the Members opposite who served on that committee in the last session;
they have made valuable contributions. I thank the Members for La Brea and St.
Ann’s East very much. We have taken their concerns on board and when the Bill
comes to Parliament very soon, we hope that they will give it their support because
we need their support on that matter and I am sure they will support the workers
as they strive for occupational safety and health.

The other one we are looking at now is the Maternity Protection Bill and that
is ready to come. It is going to be in another place at another time and we are
going to look at that. That is already there and we are giving women the legal
rights to maternity leave and that is something we will be doing. We are also in
consultation with the social partners, we are looking at the Trade Unions and
Employees Association, Administration and Relations Bill. We have revised the
Workmen's Compensation Act and we would bring that to Parliament as well. It is
updated and it is being examined by the social partners at the moment. Also
included in our programme for next year, are the basic conditions of work, and
that will assist contract workers, it will assist domestic workers who are not now
covered by industrial agreements or by the Industrial relations Act.

Since 1972, Dr. Zin Henry had reported to the previous PNM administration
and given a number of suggestions so that contract workers can be protected. If
today contract workers are experiencing problems—as we had earlier this year—
that fault lies directly on your doorstep because you had refused to implement
what you had commissioned Zin Henry to do. He brought a good report. I looked
at it and there are a number of things which we are going to use. It is coming next
year and I hope we get your support for it as well.

In the last year we had a team looking at the Severance and Retrenchment
Benefits Act and a report was handed in to me about two weeks ago. I have
examined that report and I am now preparing a report for Cabinet and as soon as
Cabinet deals with that, we will go to the Attorney General for his input and we
will bring that Bill to Parliament shortly.

We are also revising the Industrial Relations Act. We have set up a committee
headed by—I forget the gentlemen's name; I think it is Mr. Wooding, I am not
sure—which has to report back before the end of March next year.

We are going to make certain changes. Mr. Speaker, we have done a tremendous
amount of work in terms of our legislation and we will continue to update pieces
of legislation so as to bring them in line with the modern trends and thinking.
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Mr. Speaker, we are also looking at several conventions in the ILO. We have a
144 tripartite committee that recommends the ILO conventions and we are looking,
as the Minister of Social Development indicated earlier, at the Vocational
Rehabilitation and Employment for Disabled Persons Act 1983—that is the
convention. We have the okay from the committee to ratify that convention and
this will be going to Cabinet soon for its approval. There are other things in it that
we are looking at such as the minimum age, maternity protection, the merchant
shipping, labour inspection, employment policy, and continuity of employment.
These have not been ratified even though the labour inspection was 1947, the
labour policy was 1964, the continuity of employment was 1976, and the
vocational employment and rehabilitation for disabled people was 1983. You see
how many things they did not do? That is why they did not know where the
Ministry of Labour was in their time. Very soon they will know where it is.
Conventions are being reviewed.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, what we are doing now is looking at the friendly societies
with a view to helping them because they are experiencing some problems. Of
course there was an advisory committee that they refused to appoint. When we
came into office we appointed the advisory committee. They are now working and
I am having interaction with them. They have started a public awareness
programme to encourage young people into the friendly societies. We are doing
that and several other things, we are using innovative ways to try to attract young
people into the friendly societies because we do not want to see them die off. We
think they are grass root people organizations and we do not want to interfere with
them, we want to strengthen them and give them more assistance so they can fulfil
their mandate. We are also doing some revision to the Act to make it a little more
amenable to the present day circumstance.

These are some of the things we have approached in the Ministry of Labour
and Co-operatives and we have a full agenda for the new year. Our whole aim is to
provide protection to workers as best as we can, as well as to develop the co-
operative sector into a job creation kind of syndrome. We will be looking at the
alleviation of poverty and trying to arrest the unemployment situation because we
are convinced that it is the small business kind of entreperneurship that will
eventually have the key to solving the unemployment situation. We have to
encourage people to do things for themselves and so throughout the country this is
what we are going to do. My ministry will be spearheading that in a sense and we
will be working in close collaboration with the Ministry of Social Development in
trying to put forward these things.
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I support the Minister of Finance. He has done a wonderful job in presenting a
budget that is acceptable to all people in Trinidad and Tobago. I have not heard
any adverse comments. People try to find something to say but they cannot
because the budget is so well presented and it really points to a humane society
and eventually a total quality society.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Roger Boynes (Toco/Manzanilla): Mr. Speaker, before I get into my
contribution let me just deal with a few of the points raised by the Member for
Nariva during his contribution. The Member went at length to mention that during
the PNM's term in office that Nariva constituency was not treated equally. He
mentioned that Nariva constituency did not get anything, alluding to the fact that
Nariva constituency was probably in opposition for a while. He did not study
history and recall that Hardaye Hardath was the Member for the region of Nariva
for a period of 15 years and he was very instrumental in building health centres and
developing that region, Mr. Speaker. He also failed to indicate to us that from
1986 to 1991—I think he mentioned it thereafter—Brinsley Samaroo was the
representative for that particular area. The point I am making is that the area has
been represented by Members of Parliament and it is unfair to allude to this
Parliament that it has been in the wilderness and those Members of Parliament
have been in office.

Mr. Speaker, when he says that they were not treated with the equity that they
deserve, let me just take this document on local roads and development works that
the Minister for Local Government brought to this Parliament recently. On the face
of this document I would like to look at the roads in Sangre Grande and environs
that the Minister seeks to pave. They are Foster Road, Sangre Grande North, UNC

councillor—five streets, Mr. Speaker—Paul Street, Sangre Grande South, UNC

councillor; Mary Street, Sangre Grande South, UNC councillor; St. Marie
Emmanuel, Cumuto, Tamana, UNC councillor; Old Plum Road, Manzanilla, UNC

councillor. Those are the roads and they are talking about equity.

Mr. Partap: I thank the Member for giving way. I wonder if the Member will
tell this honourable House that the first three roads he mentioned—Foster Road
and those in Sangre Grande North and so forth—are in the Toco/Manzanilla
constituency.
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11.15 p.m.
Mr. R. Boynes: Apparently the Member is hard of hearing. I mentioned

Sangre Grande. Where is Sangre Grande? It is in the heart of Toco/Manzanilla. Do
I have to read and spell for the Member?

The Member also mentioned, Mr. Speaker, that nothing was done in the
constituency of Nariva. I wish to place on the record between 1991—1995 a few
of the projects done and there have been many more—they were in Opposition at
that particular time.

Biche Community Centre was built; footpath of Naparima/Mayaro Road, about
one mile long; the Plum Mitan footpath; the Cumuto Main Road footpath; the
refurbishing of the Four Roads/Tamana Community Centre—and they recently cut
the ribbon to open that after putting a coat of paint—Tamana Recreation Ground;
paving of the Little Caura Road; the Matapando Bridge, Cumuto was built; the
little Caura Bridge; the Cunaripo Recreation Ground was developed; Tableland
Police Station was repaired. The list goes on and on. So it is very unfair and very
misleading of the Member to stand up in this Parliament to indicate that nothing
was done by the Members on this side when we were in Government. You must
always try your best to speak the truth.

The Member mentioned also that for the very first time, the people in his
ministry have the confidence and now feel to work—that sort of thing. We on this
side always have the greatest respect and confidence in our public servants
regardless of what party is in power. We have the greatest respect and the Member
was very disrespectful to them.

Mr. Partap: I praised them.

Mr. R. Boynes: He has the Public Relations Officer for the Ministry of Labour
and Co-operatives running up and down Sangre Grande hosting this and that, but I
want to let him know that Pan Trinbago is still looking for the PRO to be paid the
money owed for GranFest.

Mr. Partap: That will be paid.

Mr. R. Boynes: That will be paid. I am just signalling to him.

Mr. Assam: Is that part of the budget?

Mr. R. Boynes: I am responding to some of the statements made.

Mr. Speaker, as we approach the end of yet another year under the governance
of the UNC, I want to put on the record quite clearly that the industrial climate is at
its very worst in the history of the country.
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Miss Nicholson: Speak the truth. You know about 1970 and those kinds of
things.

Mr. R. Boynes: Even today, we see the airport workers are rallying. The
workers at Trinmar, because of industrial accidents, they are on strike and he did
not even mention these things. He has to mention these things while he is in
Parliament.

I believe, perhaps, that the Members on that side lack of understanding of the
various sectors and of management skills accounted for these unprecedented
tensions. It is their brave´ danger approach to industrial relations, the contempt
and hatred that they show towards all persons or institutions whose views are
different from their own; the threats to the various sectors that they would not be
left unscathed and the feeble and insincere apologies thereafter, are not in keeping
with good industrial relations, good governance and democracy as a whole.

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to refer to the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre and his
cavalier approach, when for instance the workers were protesting at his office and
I think his words were, "They can protest how much they want. That would not
change anything."

Mr. Partap: That is the PNM.

Mr. R. Boynes: I am suggesting that this type of approach is not in keeping
with good industrial relations and I call on the Minister of Labour and Co-
operatives, the Member for Nariva, to rid their side of this adversarial and
confrontational approach to industrial relations. The country needs a bit more
responsible Minister of Labour. His role is a very important one. He must inspire
the workers throughout this country; he must let them know that their forefathers
built this nation into what it is to today and they must never forget that. His role
must be to inspire workers; he now has the responsibility to take this country to a
new level and every single worker in this country can contribute to that; he has to
instil patriotism in our workers, in our people, in order to build a great nation. He
is at the centre stage, as Minister of Labour and Co-operatives. He must give the
workers that confidence and that drive for excellence.

The minimum wages, as he mentioned, would also assist in uplifting the morale
of the worker, however, I want the Member for Nariva to be ever vigilant that the
same minimum wage does not backfire and create unemployment. He should
notice the trend very carefully and if the trend is towards unemployment, he should
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intervene immediately; even if it means offering employers additional incentives,
monitor it closely because we all want what is best for this country.

We are in Opposition, a government in waiting and the workers and the
country are our concern; they are first on our agenda. That is why when we
debated the Occupational Health and Safety Bill, we taught the Member for Nariva
a thing or two. We could have said nothing and in his haste to score cheap political
points, he would have obtained the passage of a piece of legislation that would
have placed this country in such confusion and turmoil—imagine law firms,
doctors' offices, even Parliament here, requiring an ambulance; the definition of
establishment, for instance, was not properly defined, it would have led to all sorts
of confusion.

But we on this side are really and truly a government waiting to assume our
rightful position.

Mr. Ramsaran: You have a long wait.

Mr. R. Boynes: Mr. Speaker, our country is blessed. Apart from having the
most beautiful and talented people in the world, we produce and export petroleum,
natural gas, ammonia, methanol, steel, to name a few; however, the Minister failed
to mention to this Parliament the number of industrial accidents at Petrotrin, Hydro
Agri, Ispat, Trinmar, to name a few; and to this day, we do not even have a burns
unit. In this day and age, with the type of industries we have in this country, there
is a need for that. Imagine when there is an accident at any of these plants, we have
to fly people out of the country. I am asking the Minister, if he really cares about
the workers, to look into these things.

I now want to turn my attention to a few points the Minister raised with
respect to the co-operative sector. If I may just list them. The Minister said that he
is pleased with the credit unions; the credit unions have responded to the Minister
in the last budget; they are strengthening themselves; the last government left them
stranded, powerless; the credit unions have more confidence in the Government;
they know that this Government will back them.

Mr. Speaker, in the 1997 budget, the Minister of Finance eliminated the tax
incentives granted to net savers in credit unions, a benefit enjoyed for almost two
decades. The Minister of Finance also promised the early introduction of the new
and improved credit union legislation. The Minister promised to revise legislation
which would allow credit unions to operate successfully in the new environment,
that is, the levelling of the playing field. If I may remind him, as a result of their
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pleas to the credit unions, what this did to the sector, is that within the first quarter
of 1997, following the removal of the tax incentive a total of $28 million was
withdrawn from the credit union movement by these same net savers. By
December 31, 1997 approximately $100 million is excepted to leave credit union
accounts.

Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the House are heartened to learn that the
Minister of Finance  has finally understood the wisdom of using tax incentives to
increase the level of savings. When he presented the budget for 1997, the Minister
of Finance said he would not use tax incentives to encourage tax savings. Today, I
see that the Minister has put his tail between his legs and awarded, inter alia,
$12,000 for annuities. However, we believe the Minister needs to go a bit further
and reintroduce the tax incentive to net savers in the credit unions.

There is no need for the Government to feel badly about following the advice
of this side, after all, it has slavishly followed every strategy of the PNM to date.
Do not be embarrassed, Minister, reinstate the tax credit for the credit unions. I
wish to inform the Minister of Finance that during the period 1982—1988, the first
six years after two incentive systems for savings were introduced, savings
increased by approximately 135 per cent.

As the Member for Nariva indicated, the credit unions responded to the
Minister's last budget. The Minister warned—yes, he did—the credit union sector
to put its house in order. The leadership of the sector developed a national
strategic plan which outlined steps to achieve greater accountability and provide
better services to its members. The movement established potential standards of
operations, both the Credit Union League and the Stabilization Unit, to monitor
our credit unions to ensure that they meet the prudential standards or provide
technical assistance to bring them up to these standards.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance promised to revise legislation which
would allow the credit unions to operate successfully in this new environment.
Credit unions are restricted by the present legislation on the incentives they can
offer prospective net savers. So it was reasonable to assume that when
Government removed the tax incentives on credit union savings, it would
simultaneously remove the restrictions placed on the credit union movement, so
that the playing field would really be level. Despite the pleadings of the Credit
Union League and others in the sector, Government has failed and/or refused to
remove or revise the outdated legislation as it relates to the credit union
movement. We are aware that the credit unions, through the league, have
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submitted proposals approximately one year ago for the amendments to the
outdated Co-operative Societies Act, 1971. The type of amendments that the
credit union sector, through the league, proposed was as the Member for Nariva
suggested and mentioned in his contribution.

11.40 p.m.

In 1995, the PNM government, in its wisdom, recognized the major role of
credit unions in small business development and worked with the Credit Union
League in the management of women in business projects.

The Inter-American Development Bank also identified the credit union
movement as the optimal vehicle for small business development in Trinidad and
Tobago. But, lo and behold, in this Government’s attempt to stimulate
entrepreneurial activity among the youths of the nation they are giving $20 million
over three years, and $12 million in the year 1998, and has identified a non-
governmental organization to administer this loan portfolio whose real office is in
Port of Spain, and who lacks the infrastructure to reach the youths and preserving
confidentiality in far-lying districts outside of Port of Spain and the east/west
corridor. Using the credit union movement is obviously the more effective
approach to small business development.

If the Government plans to lend to 2,000 youths in 1998, the average number
of loans per credit union would be less than 20. The incremental cost to manage
these 20 loans would be minimal, that is, the administrative cost. However, the
incremental cost for FUNDAid to manage 2000 accounts would be astronomical. I
estimate that more than 45 per cent of the $12 million, some $5.4 million, would
not reach the young entrepreneurs as it would be spent in meeting the incremental
and administrative costs of FUNDAid. On the other hand, the credit union
movement is not expected to incur a cost of more than 10 per cent of the loan
portfolio, allowing a total of approximately $10.8 million to flow into the
businesses of our young people. Then, there is the issue of interest rates and fee
charges. On the average it would cost the entrepreneur three times more to borrow
money from FUNDAid than it would to borrow from credit unions. The
Government’s logic escapes me. It seems their plan is to assist their colleagues at
the expense of the credit union movement and the entrepreneurial spirit of our
nation’s youth. The credit union movement has been involved for over 50 years in
accessing loans for small business. The Inter-American Development Bank has
recognized it as an optimal vehicle but today, we see that the Government intends
using one of their colleagues. It makes absolutely no sense whatsoever.
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Mr. Speaker, after one year of waiting there was no word in the 1998 Budget
Statement for a quarter of the population. In the examination of the Medium-Term
Policy Framework, there is not a word about the credit union. The word, “credit
union” is not even there. When one examines the Public Sector Investment
Programme, not a word about credit union exists inside there.

The goals of the Medium-Term Policy Framework under savings and
investment, is to improve the levels of savings in the national community. Yet, it is
conspicuously silent about the role of credit unions. Credit unions, I can conclude,
are not on the Minister’s agenda whatsoever. They are not on the medium term
policy agenda and they are not on the national savings agenda; a quarter of the
population, 65 per cent of the labour force. This budget, I can summarize, is
notorious for its negatives; no new taxes, no new credit union legislation, no new
funding for small businesses by credit unions, yet FUNDAid gets $28 million; no
incentives for small savers but insurance companies are given $12,000 for
annuities; no hope for the less fortunate; no change in interest rates for credit
unions, but new legislation for the Unit Trust Corporation.

To reiterate the point about the credit unions and their expertise in the area of
small business loans. Credit unions have successfully participated in the European
Union Small Business Development Company Programme. It is a pilot programme
where they lent over $2 million to young people—women and budding
entrepreneurs. Over 180 credit union loan officers from 45 credit unions have been
trained in small business lending. Credit unions have over-utilized their own funds
to supplement this European Union Small Business Development Company
Programme. They have supplemented their own resources to ensure that our less
fortunate citizens have a chance at self employment. Imagine that, and this is how
Government treats the sector. This is the answer for utilizing their own resources
to ensure that the small business develops and grows in this nation.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to put forward several recommendations. We stand
before this Parliament, before you, Mr. Speaker, before God and this nation. We
are a responsible Opposition and we are not simply opposing for opposing sake. We
are here as the next government, and we are putting forward several recommendations.

I am asking the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism to evenly allocate
the $28 million allocated to FUNDAid over the next three years, between the credit
union movement and FUNDAid. More people would then be able to access and
benefit from this programme given the network of over 164 credit unions. This will
contribute to building a savings habit which is absent from other programmes.



Appropriation Bill (Budget) Wednesday, December 17, 1997

373

I am also asking that Minister to include net increases of $2,500 in credit union
shares as part of the $12,000 tax relief granted for annuities, National Insurance
Board and approved pension funds since credit union shares are long-term savings.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member has
expired.

Motion made, That the speaking time of the hon. Member be extended by 30
minutes.[Dr. K. Rowley]

Question put and agreed to.

11.50 p.m.

Mr. R. Boynes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and Members of the House for the
extra time.

I was mentioning some of the recommendations that we on this side feel that
the Minister should consider in the best interest of the credit union movement and
the country as a whole. I am asking that the Minister remove the interest rate
ceiling on loans and dividends from credit unions as was promised by the Prime
Minister in March 1997. The Minister should make credit unions approved pension
fund managers. I am also asking that the Minister give credit unions land from
Caroni (1975) Limited to develop housing for their members at affordable rates.
The Minister should allocate proceeds of the $300 million tax free housing bond to
credit unions to administer low cost housing loan programmes to low income
households.

I also ask the Minister to remove requirements for the Commissioner for Co-
operatives to approve all investments other than deposits in commercial banks. Put
in place a schedule of approved investments for credit unions. If a member wants
to purchase a house and goes to the credit union for a loan, the credit union must
get approval from the Commissioner for Co-operatives. In the formal sector, the
other institutions are across the board. They do not have to go anywhere to get
approval and they would grant the mortgage. For them to be competitive, we ask
that the Minister remove that restriction from the credit unions. In order to
monitor the operation there can be an approved schedule for all the credit unions
to follow.

The Minister should introduce credit union legislation to harmonize the entire
financial industry, thereby truly levelling the playing field. He should appoint credit
unions to administer social sector skill training for single mothers. Use their long
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history of conducting education programmes for their membership. For those who
understand and have participated in the credit union sector, there is a strong and
powerful training programme. They are very heavily based on training. That can be
used quite actively by the Government. I call on the Minister to use credit unions
to train youths in business skills and micro entrepreneurs under the Ministry of
Sport and Youth Affairs Super Five Programme.

FUNDAid is not a training agency, yet the Government of this country is using
it to train the youths. This is baffling. It escapes all logic. I ask the Government to
show the respect to the movement, utilize the capacity and capability of the sector
for the advancement of the country as a whole.

When the Member for Nariva made his contribution he said that they were
pleased with the credit unions. They responded to the Minister in the last budget
and they strengthened themselves. I agree. He said that the credit unions have
more confidence in the Government. The credit union movement has been treated
with a lack of respect and courtesy. The Government has failed and neglected the
credit union movement. No mention has been made of them in any of the
documents, but yet the Member said that the Government is pleased with the credit
unions and they know that the Government will back them. Where? What
document says that the Government is backing them? What plans does the
Government have for credit unions? None whatsoever! From their actions there is
not a word about credit unions. It is as though the credit union movement does not
exist for them.

I ask the Government to understand that it is dealing with a quarter of the
population, an important sector of this country. Give the credit union movement
the respect that it deserves!

I would direct my mind very briefly on the constituency of Toco/Manzanilla. I
am quite pleased that the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre has started to listen to my
pleas and lobbies. As the Member of Parliament for Toco/Manzanilla, make no
mistake that the roads are being paved through lobbying. My job is not to pave the
road. I am in Opposition. My job is to ensure that I lobby for Toco/Manzanilla to
ensure that we get our fair share of the national pie! [Interruption]  If the Member
for Nariva feels so strongly he can take it from me. I want him to fight the seat in
Toco/Manzanilla! He might even lose his shirt.

I indicate to this House that I am still awaiting the promised ferry service from
Toco to Tobago. The Minister indicated that the same would have been in service
by the end of 1996. He even told the media that. It has now reached the end of
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1997 and we are waiting on the ferry service. Where is it? I draw to the attention
of this Parliament the crying need of the people in the Toco/Matelot region for
consistent transportation, even if it means subsidizing to an extent. I stand as the
Member of Parliament on behalf of the people of that area and I am asking simply
and kindly that the Government provides a proper transportation system for the
people there. I want them to understand that as a government, they have a
responsibility to provide proper transportation in that area.

We have developed a plan which has been communicated to the present
corporation and the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre. That plan expressed the view that
the Public Transport Service Corporation would do a joint venture arrangement
with the corporation to ensure that the people have maxi-taxis. They would be
maintained by PTSC. It would be a community-based transportation system. It has
fallen on deaf ears. I am calling on any Member on that side to use his good office
to assist the people of my constituency. God will bless him.

12.00 midnight

Mr. Speaker, I also ask the Member for Tabaquite to look into the repair of the
Valencia Bridge. That bridge recently claimed the lives of two of my constituents,
one of whom was a very close friend of mine. For those who do not know, most of
the people in that area have lost at least one friend or family member at that bridge.
I am asking that the bridge be repaired to ensure that there is another section.

Dr. Nanan: Mr. Speaker, on a point of clarification, can the Member say what
type of bridge he is speaking about?

Mr. R. Boynes: Mr. Speaker, I ask that they have a dual carriageway at that
bridge so that it will not be the death trap it is at present.

Mr. Partap: I thank the Member for giving way. Is the Member for
Toco/Manzanilla playing cheap politics? Is the Member aware that the expansion
of that bridge will begin this week?

Mr. R. Boynes: The Member really feels that he is the Member of Parliament
for Toco/Manzanilla. My job is to lobby for the bridge to be repaired, or a proper
one to be built for the constituents of Toco/Manzanilla. What is this man telling
me? [Interruption]

Mr. Speaker: Order! Order! It appears, hon. Members, that at midnight all
sorts of things happen in this Parliament. It is early in the morning, we have much
time. We will all have an opportunity to speak.
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Mr. R. Boynes: I thank you very much for your kind intervention and for the
intervention of the Member for Tabaquite.

I call on the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre to follow the plans we left at the
regional corporation to develop the Administrative Complex at Sangre Grande. I
am also asking the Member for Fyzabad to continue the Churchill-Roosevelt
Highway all the way into Sangre Grande. We have two problems in that particular
constituency. The one which I bring to this House is the problem of over 200
families located on the Valencia Stretch. The Member for Princes Town is no
doubt aware that that area has been declared a forested and watershed area. The
constituents have been trying to get a hearing from the various ministries. I have
intervened and I am asking the Minister to see what he can do to solve that
particular problem. He can either relocate them or listen to their pleas.

Mr. Speaker, when we were at the regional corporation, we had targeted 10
acres of land to set up factory shells at Turure. For those who do not know, the
constituency of Toco/Manzanilla has no factories: the majority of the agricultural
estates have been closed. We have the highest unemployment rate in the entire
country, but the most peaceful people you will ever meet. We ask that the Minister
of Local Government and Member of Parliament for Pointe-a-Pierre look at some
of the plans we left at the regional corporation and continue them because we have
had commitments from at least 10 businessmen to take factory shells.

For those who do not know, one of the largest lobster belts is located on the
east side of our country, and it will do well if we could have a downstreaming of
several industries—agriculture, fishing and so forth—in that particular region.

The Non-Pareil Estate seems to be proceeding smoothly, but I wish that the
Member for Princes Town would ensure that the transition between the state and
the divestment of that particular estate for the benefit of the people of the region
would take place in a timely manner.

I wish to commend the United Nations and all interested parties for ensuring
that the radio station at Toco has been set up. However, I understand that the
power is not as it should be, so we would welcome any help we get from the
Government.

In closing, I wish to indicate that the people of Toco/Manzanilla, the most
friendly and beautiful in this side of the world, send their regards to this House—to
you, Mr. Speaker, your family and to Members on this side and the other side of
the House and their families, wishing each and every one a Merry Christmas.
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Let us all do the right thing in the interest of our people.

Motion made and question proposed, That the House do now adjourn to
Thursday, December 18, 1997 at 2.00 p.m. [Hon. R. L. Maharaj]

Question put and agreed to.

House adjourned accordingly.

Adjourned at 12.07 a.m.


