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Leave of Absence
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 06, 1995
The House met at 1.35 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members, | have granted leave of absence to the
Member for Fyzabad (Mr. Chandresh Sharma) and the Member for Port of Spain

North/St. Ann's West (Mr. Desmond Allum) for the period October 4-15, 1995. |
expect that Members know they are attending the Commonwealth Parliamentary

Association conferencein Sri Lanka.
PETITION

Chief State Salicitor

The Minister of Works and Transport and the Minister of Local
Government (Hon. Colm Imbert): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | wish to present the
Petition on behalf of the Chief State Solicitor. | ask that the Clerk be allowed to
read the Petition, and that the promoters be allowed to proceed.

Petition read.
Question put and agreed to, That the promoters be allowed to proceed.

PAPER LAID

Annual audited accounts of the Petroleum Company of Trinidad and Tobago
Limited for the year ended September 30, 1994. [The Minister of Finance

(Hon. W. Mottley)]
To bereferred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises) Committee.

ORAL ANSWERSTO QUESTIONS
The following questions stood on the Order Paper:
Vagrancy

184. Could the hon. Minister of Social Development state what steps, if any, his
Government intends to take to deal with the problems of vagrancy in Trinidad and

Tobago? [Mr. R. Maharaj]
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Community Centres
(Refurbishment)

197. Could the Minister of Community Development, Culture and Women's
Affairs state:

(@ The names and locations of the community centres on which
refurbishment has been completed from January 1992 to date, and the
expenditure incurred on each?

(b) The names and locations of the community centres which are in the
process of refurbishment and the estimated cost of each?

(c) The names and locations of the community centres which are earmarked
for refurbishment in the remaining months of 1995 and in 1996, and the
estimated cost of each such refurbishment? [Mr. T. Sudama]

Picton Presbyterian School
(Repairs)
198. Could the Minister of Education state whether his ministry has plans for:

(@ The construction of a retaining wall on the compound of the Picton
(Presbyterian School to prevent slippage of the land and damage to the
school structure?

(b) The fencing of the compound of the Picton Presbyterian School to
provide some measure of security for the school building and its water
storage tanks? [Mr. T. Sudama]

Financing Contract
(Road Rehabilitation)

199. Could the Minister of Works and Transport state which five key road
segments totalling forty-two kilometres will be rehabilitated for an estimated total
cost of 17,034,000 Ecus under financing contract between the European
Community and Trinidad and Tobago, dated July 6, 1995? [Mr. T. Sudama]

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are four questions
on the Order Paper today. The Government is answering question No. 184.

| am asking for a deferral of two weeks for the other questions, Mr. Deputy
Speaker.
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Mr. Maharaj: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | think the Leader of Government
Business would agree, and we can agree today, that all questions which were on
the Order Paper which were adjourned for the period before the Parliament
reopens should be considered as not having lapsed and would be placed on the
Order Paper. | think if he gives that commitment, we can go along with that.

Hon. K. Valley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we deem those questions to have been
re-filed properly.

Question put and agreed to.
Questions, by leave, deferred.
1.45p.m.
Vagrancy

184. Mr. Ramesh L. Maharg (Couva South) asked the Minister of Social
Development:

Could the hon. Minister state what steps, if any, his Government intends to
take to deal with the problems of vagrancy in Trinidad and Tobago?

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Ministry of Social
Development has devised a "Master Plan" for treating with the problems of
vagrancy and homelessness in Trinidad and Tobago.

The main components of the plan are as follows:

(i) The remova of the vagrant/homeless persons from the streets of the
country;

(i) The establishment of an assessment centre where each vagrant/homeless
person so removed would be taken for assessment and determination of
the type of care required.

(iii) The establishment of a Tribunal comprised of three (3) lay persons who
would determine the nature of committal required;

(iv) The establishment of a rehabilitation centre for socially displaced persons
which would provide the following programme of rehabilitation:

An initial programme which would encompass further assessment,
socia skills and substance abuse rehabilitation as required.
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A six to nine month period of skills training which would emphasize practical

skills and the production of items for sale in a sheltered workshop type
arrangement. Course areas would include:

Agriculture and Horticulture Preservatives
Drapery and Upholstery Concrete Craft
Garment Construction Bamboo Craft
Food Preparation Woodwork

A relocation programme including:
exposure to principles of home and financial management;
efforts to reunite families;
placement in independent or sheltered housing;
employment assistance.

The programme is expected to come on stream in 1996.
DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT

(General Election)

The Prime Minister (Hon. Patrick Manning): Mr. Deputy Speaker, when
we assumed office in this august Chamber following the general election of 1991,
the Government, even though we possessed the slimmest majority in the country's
history, was able to conduct the nation's business in Parliament in satisfaction of
the national aspiration.

Within the last three years, not only have severa Members of this House
passed away, but this, together with other developments, has served to reduce the
Government's working majority in this House of Representatives.

It is the view of the Prime Minister that the current configuration of
Parliament reduces the Government's flexibility in conducting the nation's
business to unacceptable levels. Accordingly, | have today advised His
Excellency the President to dissolve Parliament immediately on the conclusion of
this sitting.

| wish to announce that the next general election will be held in Trinidad and
Tobago on Monday, November 6, 1995, Nomination day is Friday, October 20,
1995.

Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that we
now consider Motions No.1 and 2 on the Order Paper before continuing the
debate which was adjourned on the last occasion.

Assent indicated.
SECURITIESINDUSTRY BILL
(Senate Amendments)

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Wendell Mottley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
beg to move,

That the Senate amendments to the Securities Industry Bill listed in Appendix
| be now considered.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 10.

Senate amendment read as follows:

In subclause (3)(a), insert before the word ‘engage’, the words 'in the case of
the General Manager,’ and del ete the words 'Commissioner or.'

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 54(2)(e).

Senate amendment read as follows:

In paragraph (i), delete the word 'economic' and substitute the word
‘economics and insert a',' (comma) immediately thereafter.

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed
Question put and agreed to.
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Clause 124.
Senate amendment read as follows:
A. Insert after subclause (c), the following subclause:

“(d) acquiring shares, stocks, unit certificates, participation certificates or
certificates of shares of interest through:

(i) employee profit sharing plans and employee stock ownership plans
established to provide for the ownership of such securities by all
permanent employees,

(i) sale or purchase of such securities by an employee or director not
exceeding one half of one per cent of the issued share capital of his
employer over aperiod of one year.

B. Insubclause (1) (b), delete the word 'or' at the end of the paragraph and
insert same at the end of paragraph (c)."

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed
Question put and agreed to.
Clause 131.
Senate amendment read as follows:
Insert after subclause (6), the following subclause:

“(7) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the first by-laws made under
each of those subsections may be made by the Minister without the
recommendation of the Commission and for the purposes of this subsection,
section 132 shall not apply.”

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 132.

Senate amendment read as follows:

A. In subclause (1)(a), delete the word 'make and substitute the words
‘recommend to the Minister'.
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B. Insubclause (5), delete the words 'make, amend or revoke' and substitute
the words 'recommend the making, amendment or revocation of"."

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
1.55p.m.
COMPANIESBILL
(Senate Amendments)

The Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism (Hon. Wendell
Mottley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move,

That the Senate amendments to the Companies Bill 1995 listed in appendix I
be now considered.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 4.

Senate amendment read as follows:

A. In the definition of "commencement date" delete the words "comes into
operation” and substitute the words "is proclaimed under section 2"

B. Delete the definition of "external company” and substitute the following:

"'external company' means any incorporated body of persons that is
formed under the laws of a country other than Trinidad and Tobago;"

C. Insert after the definition of "external company" the following
definition:

"'firm' means an incorporated body of two or more individuals, or
one or more individuals and one or more corporations, or two or
more corporations, who have entered into partnership with one
another with aview to carrying on business for profit."

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.
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Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 8(3):

Senate amendment read as follows:

Delete and substitute the following:

"(3) If articles of incorporation submitted to the Registrar are accompanied
by a statutory declaration by an attorney-at-law engaged in the formation of
the company or by a person named in the articles in the documents
accompanying the articles as a director or secretary of the company that to the
best of his knowledge and belief no signatory to the articles is an individual
described in subsection (2), the Registrar may accept such a declaration as
sufficient evidence for the purposes of this Act, of the facts therein declared.”

Mr. Trevor Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker we want to get some explanation
on clause 8(3).

What difference does this substitution make to the original provision of clause
8(3)? What is the difference with substituting this section? This seemsto me, to
give a kind of latitude to the attorney or someone via persons named in the
documents accompanying the articles to make a certain declaration.

In my view, the reason that certain qualifications were attached is to make
sure that persons who were directors were persons with the proper qualifications
and so forth.

If this gives a certain measure of latitude, is there a possibility that this
latitude will not operate in the best interests of the shareholders?

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the other House ruled that at least there
was recourse, that there is an attorney who can be dealt with through the Bar
Association and the individual members of the company at which there is
recourse and, therefore, this amount of latitude was allowed in the interest of
speed of registration.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree with the Senate
in the said amendment.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
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Clause 26.
Senate amendment read as follows:

A. Insubclause (1), delete the words "on behalf of a company” appearing in
lines one and two.

B. Delete subclauses (2), (3) and (4) and substitute the following subclause:
"(2) Contracts made on behalf of a company may be made as follows:

(@ acontract which if made between private persons would be by law
required to be in writing and if made according to the law of
Trinidad and Tobago to be under seal may be made on behalf of
the company in writing under the company's sedl;

(b) acontract which if made between private persons would be by law
required to be in writing, signed by the parties to be charged
therewith, may be made on behaf of the company in writing
signed by any person acting under its authority, express or implied;

(c) acontract which if made between private persons would by law be
valid although made by parol only and not reduced into writing
may be made by payrol on behalf of the company by any person
acting under its authority, express or implied.”

Mr. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, first of all there is a typographical error
in clause 26(c) in the fourth line. It should be "payroll”, | would imagine. It
reads:

"(c) acontract which if made between private persons would by law be valid
although made by parol and not reduced into writing may be made by

payroll..."

Something made by "parol” could aso end on the payroll. | do not know if that
was intended in this amendment here.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this again is amplifying the terms on which contracts can
be made. Some validity is being given to contracts being made by word of
mouth. | believe that is the definition of parol. | would have liked to get some
explanation as to why this personal attitude with respect to contracting has been
given. What is the reasoning behind this?

Mr. Sobion: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the amendment which has been proposed
IS putting the position back to where it exists at the moment. Parol contracts
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are contracts made by word of mouth—in fact, this provision recites the present
arrangement. We were moving away from that and requiring everything to be
done by seal basically and this really puts us back to the existing provision. So
thisis nothing new.

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 27.

Senate amendment read as follows:

Delete and substitute the following:

"27. A bill of exchange or promissory note is deemed to have been made,
accepted or endorsed on behalf of a company if made, accepted or endorsed in
the name of, or by or on behalf or on account of, the company by a person
acting under its authority."

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendment.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clauses 57, 58, 60 and 108:

Senate amendments read as follows:

57(1) Delete the words "except as permitted by section 58" in lines three and
four.

58 Delete and renumber subsequent clauses accordingly.

60 Insert the words "other than of an unlimited liability company after the
word "company" in line one.

108. Delete and substitute the following:

"Subject to its articles or by-laws or any unanimous shareholders
agreement, the directors of a company may fix the remuneration of the
officers and employees of the company and the shareholders in general
meeting may fix the fees payable to the directors.”
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Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendments.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clauses 139 to 203.

Senate amendments read as follows:

139.

155 (2)

158. A.

150,
160 (3)

199.
200 A.

"203 (1)

In subclause (2), delete the words "discretion or” in lines five and
SiX.

Delete from the word "Shareholders” to the word "representatives’
and substitute the following:

"A shareholder of a company who holds not less than five per cent of
the equity of the company, or his agent or legal representative,”

In subclause (1), delete from the words "A company—" to the end
of paragraph (b) and substitute the words "A public company."

Delete subclause (2)

In subclause (6), delete the words "one hundred dollars for every
month" and substitute the words "one hundred dollars for every
day."

Delete.

Insert after the word 156" the words "and report its findings to the
Board of Directors."

Delete subclause (4).

In subclause (1), insert after the word "restricted” the words "or
subject to a unanimous shareholder agreement.”

Insert after subclause (1), the following subclause:

"(1A) A transferee of shares subject to a unanimous
shareholder agreement is deemed to be a party to the
agreement.

A. Insert the words, "and accompanied by the relevant share
certificates" after the word "transferor” in line one of page 130.



1178
Companies Bill Friday, October 06, 1995

B. Insert after subclause (3), the following subclause:

(4) The duties of a company under this section are subject to
any rights of pre-emption or other restrictions on transfer
of shares contained in the articles.”

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendments.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clauses 204 to 323.

Senate amendments read as follows:

204. In subclause (2), insert before the word "contracts,” the words
"acquires or" in line six of page 131.

251 (1) In paragraph (a), delete the word "sixty" and substitute the word
"thirty."

311 (3) In paragraph (a), delete the words, "and sections 35, 48, 49, 50, and
60 in that Part."

320 (2) Inline two, insert after the words "by-laws ," the words, "not being
contrary to this Act or to the articles of the company.”

322. Delete and substitute the following:
"This Division shall apply to all external companies which—
(@ establish aplace of business within Trinidad and Tobago;

(b) before the commencement of this Act established a place of business
within Trinidad and Tobago and continue to have an established
place of business within Trinidad and Tobago at the commencement
of thisAct; or

(c) establish or use a share transfer or share registration office in
Trinidad and Tobago."

323. Delete and substitute the following:-

"323 (1) External companies which after the commencement of this Act
establish a place of business within Trinidad and Tobago shall
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within fourteen days from the establishment of the place of
business file with the Registrar a statement in the prescribed
form setting out—

the name of the company;

the jurisdiction within which the company was incorporated;
the date of itsincorporation;

the manner in which it was incorporated;

the particulars of its corporate instruments,

the period, if any, fixed by its corporate instruments for the
duration of the company;

the extent, if any, to which the liability of the shareholders or
members of the company is limited;

the business that the company will carry on in Trinidad and
Tobago;

the date on which the company commenced or intends to
commence any of its businessin Trinidad and Tobago;

the authorised, subscribed and paid-up or stated capital of the
company, and the shares that the company is authorised to
issue and their nominal or par value, if any;

the full address of the registered or head office of the company
outside Trinidad and Tobago;

the full address of the principal office of the company in
Trinidad and Tobago; and

the full names, addresses and occupations of the directors of
the company.

(2) The statement under subsection (1) shall be accompanied by—

an affidavit or solemn declaration sworn in accordance with the
provisions of section 330 by two directors of the company that
verifies on behaf of the company the particulars set out in the
statement and in the case of an application for continuance under
section 324 that verifies that the corporate instruments filed under
the former Act together with any amendments thereto or variations
thereof constitute the corporate instruments of the company at the
date of the application;

@
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acopy of the corporate instruments of the company and in the case
of an application under section 324 to the extent only that they
have not been filed under the former Act;

a statutory declaration by an attorney-at-law that to the best of his
knowledge and belief this section has been complied with;

the prescribed fees; and
apower of attorney in accordance with section 329.

(3) The Registrar may accept the declaration referred to in subsection (2)(c)
as sufficient evidence of compliance with the requirements of this
section.”

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendments.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Clauses 324 to 331.
Senate amendments read as follows:
324. Delete and substitute the following:-

"324(1) Every externa company that was carrying on business in

)

3

(4)

Trinidad and Tobago immediately before the commencement
date and was registered under the former Act shall within twelve
months after that date apply to the Registrar for a certificate of
continuance under this Act;

Upon receipt of an application in the prescribed form and on
filing with the Registrar the documents required by section 323,
the Registrar shall issue a certificate of continuance to the
company in compliance with section 486;

Until the expiration of twelve months from the commencement
date the provisions of sections 343, 344 and 349 will apply to an
external company registered under the former Act in respect of
its business in Trinidad and Tobago, with any necessary
modifications.

An externa company whose name gppears on the Register maintained
by the Registrar pursuant to section 477 is presumed to be registered
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under this Act and an externa company whose name does not gppear
on that Regigter is presumed not to be registered under this Act.”

325. In line three, insert after the word "registered,” the words or

continued."

326. In the penultimate line, delete the word "as' and substitute the word
"ot

327. Delete.

328. Dedetetheword "327' and substitute the word "323".

329. A.In subclause (1), insert after the word "form™ in line three the
following:

"in favour of a company incorporated in Trinidad and Tobago or
two or more persons resident in Trinidad and Tobago."

and delete the words "some person named in the power and resident
in Trinidad and Tobago" and substitute the words "such company or
persons severaly."

B. Insert after subclause (3), the following subclause:

"(4) A power of attorney filed or deposited under this section shall be
valid athough not registered under the Registration of Deeds Act."

Chap. 19:06.

331 A. (i) In subclause (1), delete the word "329" and substitute the word
"328";

(i1) Delete the period "." after the word "company” in the last line and
insert the following proviso:

"provided that—

(& where any such company makes default in filing with the Registrar a
power of attorney under section 328; or

(b) if at any time all the persons named as attorneys under such power of
attorney are dead or have ceased to reside in Trinidad and Tobago or
cease to exist or refuse to accept service on behalf of the company or for
any reason cannot be served,



1182
Companies Bill Friday, October 06, 1995

a document may be served on the company by leaving it a or sending it by
post to any place of business established by the company in Trinidad and Tobago."”

B. Delete and substitute subclause (2) as follows:

"(2) Any deed of any external company registered under this Division
which may be executed out of Trinidad and Tobago may be
registered in Trinidad and Tobago if executed under the seal of
such company in the presence of one witness at least; and the
execution of such deed, and that the seal thereof thereto affixed is
the seal of the company, and that the same was affixed thereto by
the authority of the Board of Directors or managers of such
company and in conformity with the articles and by-laws of such
company, and the signatures of the directors or managers to any
such deed (where such signatures are required by the articles and
by-laws of such company) and the signature to such deed of the
Secretary or other officer by whom such seal may have been
affixed, may be proved by the affidavit or solemn declaration of
one of such witnesses or of the Secretary or other officer affixing
such seal to be sworn or made before a Notary Public.”

C. Deélete and substitute subclause (3) asfollows:

"(3) Every deed made in Trinidad and Tobago on behalf of any such
company and executed under the hand of any person empowered,
by instrument in writing under the seal of such company either
generally or in respect of any specified matters, as its attorney to
execute deeds on its behaf in Trinidad and Tobago, shall be

binding on such company and have the same effect as if it were
under the seal of the company.'

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree
with the Senate in the said amendments.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Clauses 334 to 522.

Senate amendments read as follows:

334 (1) Delete the words "subject to such regulations as the Minister may
make in that behalf" and substitute the words "subject to regulations
made under section 511."
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338 (2) Inlinefour, delete the words "with the approval of the Minister."
339 (1) Inlinesix, insert after the word "December," the following:

"(or in the case of financial statements, made up to the end of the
financia year of such company last preceding such date)."

New 340A Insert after clause 340, a new clause 340A as follows;

Exhibition of 340A  Every company to which this Division applies
company’s Name shall—

(@ conspicuously exhibit on every place where it
carries on business in Trinidad and Tobago the
name of the company and the country in which the
company isincorporated; and

(b) cause the name of the company and the country in
which the company is incorporated to be stated in
legible characters in al bill heads and letter paper,
and in al notices, advertisements, and other official
publications of the company; and

(c) if the lidbility of the members of the company is
limited, cause notice of that fact to be stated in legible
characters in all bill heads, letter paper, notices,
advertisements and other official publications of the
company in Trinidad and Tobago and to be affixed
on every place where it carries on its business.”

351 In line one of paragraph (c), delete the word "manager” and
substitute the words " Chief Executive Officer."

522(2) Delete al the words appearing after the word "necessary” and
substitute the following:

"for the purposes of section 353 or to enable a former-Act
company or an external company registered under Part X of the
former Act lawfully to function until it is continued under this
Act or wound up, or struck off the Register, as the case may be."

Mr. Mottley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the House doth agree

with the Senate in the said amendments.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
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2.05p.m.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
FREE ZONES(AMDT.) BILL

[SECOND DAY]

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question [October 04, 1995]:

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question again proposed.

The Minister of Works and Transport and the Minister of Local
Government (Hon. Colm Imbert): Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is not often in this
Parliament in the normal course of transacting business one gets correspondence
from the official staff of the Parliament which could be the source of some human

interest. On the last occasion | spoke about the political tabanca of the Member
for Tobago West.

| described certain forms of “tabanca’ such as "tarange, ofoombay,
foofooroo”. | now have a note from the Hansard Editor asking me to furnish the
correct spelling of these various forms of “tabanca.” [Laughter] 1 just thought |
would share that with the Parliament. It is not often in the course of these solemn
proceedings that alittle humour is introduced.

On the previous occasion | had cause to admonish the Member for Caroni
East for not coming prepared into this Parliament, and reading out a lot of data
and information relating to the operation of free zones in other countries. On that
occasion it was confirmed that the Members of the Opposition had not done any
investigative work on the operation of free zones in Trinidad and Tobago.
Therefore, the contributions made by the Members of the Opposition, with the
exception of the Member for Chaguanas, who made an excellent contribution, did
not have an informed input into the debate.

The complaint is that the Members of the Opposition do not have
opportunities and resources to do adequate research. | made the point that during
the tenure of the People's National Movement in Opposition, the quality of the
Opposition was second to none. We were the best Opposition this country has
ever had, as we are the best Government this country has ever had. During that
1986 to 1991 period, we were able to do the kind of indepth analysis and quality
research which is now sadly lacking on the other side.
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| give an example. The Member for Caroni East complained bitterly about her
inability to access data. This morning | asked one of my staff members in the
ministry to make a telephone call to one of the free zones to determine whether
some of the conditions that are cause for concern exist in this free zone. Within a
matter of 10 minutes on the telephone, a member of my junior staff was able to
get detailed information on the operation of the free zone at Nestlé. It is
surprising that the Members on the other side do not realize how inadequate their
operations are and how superficia their contributions.

For the benefit of the Member for Chaguanas, who asked specific questions, |
would now give some information on the Nestlé free zone. The Nestlé free zone
presently employs about 15 persons. It is expected to go to 22 persons by the end
of the year. | know that there have been some earth shattering announcements in
this Parliament this afternoon, but this is also for the Member for Tobago West.
The ratio of women to men employed in the free zone at Nestlé is 60:40—60 per
cent women and 40 per cent men. This does not bear out the concern that it
would be predominantly an employer of cheap female labour.

| was very surprised to learn of the relatively high level of salaries in the free
zone. | would give some examples. At the free zone in Nestlé, the clerical
worker earns in excess of $4,000 and the warehouse employee on the floor, that is
the person packing boxes, earns $4,000 per month. These are very good saaries
as far as | am concerned. They are above the national average and | was quite
pleased to learn that Nestlé is in fact paying its workers at these levels within its
free zone. There are other workers such as accounting specialists whose salaries
go up as high as $8,000 per month. Thetop salary isin fact close to $12,000.

| heard some grumbling and mumbling from the Member for Princes Town. It
seems that he was deeping. | said that the clerical worker gets $4,000; the
warehouse employee on the floor packing the boxes, which is the lowest paid
worker, gets $4,000. | hope the Member was awake when | just said that. Some
of the concerns with regard to the operation of free zones apparently have not
been realized in the Nestlé free zone. It is an import/export warehouse business
which assembles products using some local value added and it exports to the
Caribbean and North America.

The total sales to June 30, 1995 was approximately TT $30 million out of this
free zone. The workers have a number of other benefits such as a medica plan,
pension, gratuity, and sporting facilities. | was advised that because the Nestlé
free zone is within the compound of the Nestlé factory, the terms and
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conditions of the workers in the free zone are identical with those of the workers
in the other areas of operation at Nestlé.

This is one example of a free zone where there is not the type of gender
discrimination and exploitation which has been observed in other free zones in
other parts of the world. This is the kind of research that | would have expected
the Opposition to do rather than come into this House and quote irrelevant data
which has no basisin reality in Trinidad and Tobago.

We on this side still have our concerns about the operation of free zones. This
isan important point. In 1988, when the People's National Movement raised their
concerns against the establishment of free zones it was against the background of
the experience of anumber of countries. There are genuine concerns. Thereisno
doubt about it.

One has to be forever vigilant to ensure that the concerns which were
genuinely raised are not realized in this country. We would not want a situation
in this country where free zone employment may deteriorate into discrimination
against women and exploitation of workers. We will certainly be monitoring the
operation of these free zones to ensure that that does not happen.

One must put free zones in context. When we voiced our opposition in 1988,
we did not likeit. We still have our concerns, but the fact of the matter is that one
has to make a decision. Does one abolish free zones entirely or does one try to
ensure that the free zones, which have been already established by the former
government, operate in a proper manner? We on this side have come to the
position where we fedl that it would be more productive, rather than in the manner
of previous administrations just destroying everything that was done in the past,
therefore throwing out the baby with the bath water.

2.15p.m.

We felt it was better to take an objective look at the situation to see whether
we can put in place certain legidative changes which would improve some of the
conditions for the operation of these free zones. We will keep the situation under
review to determine whether the free zones are operating in a manner we consider
appropriate.

That is our point of departure on this Bill. We felt that rather than closing
down free zones and putting people out of work, it was better—it had already
been done by the previous government—to see whether we could improve it by
dealing with some of the concerns that we had in 1988. | hope | have put this
debate in perspective.
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Now, Sir, it is aso necessary, in my view, to address some of the points raised
by the Member for Caroni East, which are really not accurate. The Opposition
spent much time talking about free zones in areas like Bangladesh, China,
Korea—developing countries or newly industrialized countries—but escaped the
fact that one of the largest free trade zones in the world is not too far from here. It
is actualy in Miami, in the United States of America, the home of labour and
trade unions.

The Miami Foreign Trade Zone, in 1993, | am advised, processed more than
US $11 billion of the tota Us $17 billion, which passed through the Miami district
for distribution to the Americas and the Caribbean. So, the Miami Foreign Trade
Zone processed more than 50 per cent of al trade passing through Miami in 1993.
A survey at the time indicated that 50 per cent of members of the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce were involved in this type of international trade. | hasten
to add that we on this side do not believe that free trade zones are panaceas. They
are not the solution to our unemployment problem. They are simply part of a
matrix of development mechanisms that exist within the country, within the
international arena, and which fit into the other systems within the country.

The free trade zone, as | said, is not the solution to everything, but it can
contribute to direct and indirect job creation. These free trade zones have to
purchase goods and services from the local economy and therefore generate
indirect jobs. They can generate income in the form of income tax, foreign
exchange, access to export markets, transfer of technology, and so forth.

So there are benefits and disadvantages, and in bringing this legislation to this
House we have sought to tighten up some of the existing procedures for free trade
zones, and we will continue to monitor the operation of these zones and make,
from time to time, whatever legislative amendment that is appropriate to ensure
that the kind of abuses that have been noted in other countries does not occur in
Trinidad and Tobago.

As | pointed out, the free trade zones | checked today are not guilty of the
kinds of abuses that have been experienced in other countries, but are good
corporate citizens paying quite handsome saaries and treating their employees
properly.

| completely support this legislation and ask those on the other side to do more
research next time and let us have meaningful debatesin this Parliament.

Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche): Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me wish the
Members on the other side well for the last time in their occupation of
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Government. Let me say that it has been a very trying four years for us in being
subjected to the policies of an uncaring Government. Happily, that will come to
an end as on November 6 we will see a rising sun—a change on the horizon of
Trinidad and Tobago. | wish them well wherever they may go—in Opposition or
elsawhere. As| stand here today, | stand without malice or ill-will towards any.
We look forward to the future with hope and faith under a UNC Government.

| think that the first question the Member for Diego Martin Central should
have addressed is why we have had so little success with free zones in Trinidad
and Tobago. Established by law in 1988, these zones have not brought any
significant benefits to the economy of this country, any significant increase in our
foreign exchange earnings or employment. What has been the reason? If they
feel that free trade zones can contribute to employment creation and in creating
linkages in the economy, why has all this not been experienced in Trinidad and
Tobago?

We were told by the Member for Diego Martin Central that Trinidad and
Tobago has all the ingredients for success. There is nothing lacking in Trinidad
and Tobago. We have a stable foreign exchange rate. He said it was as stable as
a rock. We have a liberalized foreign exchange regime. A person can bring
money in and take it out without restriction. We have been told that this is a
society oriented towards exports—we will live or die by exports—all of Trinidad
and Tobago has come to that conclusion and we are now in export mode.

2.25p.m.

We are told that we have an enabling macro-economic environment. We do
not have any fiscal deficits anymore. The Member indicated to this House that
the overdraft in the Central Bank has been liquidated by this Government, not
only liquidated but there isa surplus. The Government has a surplus. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, this Member for Diego Martin West—I am trying to make a reasoned
contribution to this debate, but | understand your difficulty with him as well.

The Member for Tobago West has continually said in this House that the NAR
Government "made tracks for PNM agouti to run." When | look at the Member for
Diego Martin West and hisbehaviour, | say sheleft out “wild hog.” [Interruption]

Mr. Deputy Speaker: | think the Member has deviated, and | know the
Member is experienced enough to know that he should not be doing that. Let us
have alast peaceable and respectful sitting today.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | cannot say a word, and you are not
doing anything to restrain the Member for Diego Martin West. As far asyou are
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concerned, his behaviour is acceptable. | have not said anything to upset anybody
in this House but there is this constant whining sound coming from the Member
for Diego Martin West.

We have liquidated overdraft at the Central Bank, Government’s accounts,
balances are in surplus, the Government says. All this is happening and yet the
Constituency of Oropouche cannot get water. We have all this enabling macro
economic environment but the constituency of Oropouche and elsewhere in
Trinidad cannot get any water. We are having constant outages, while the
Government balances are so good.

We understand that our coffers are bulging with foreign exchange; we have
foreign exchange coming out of the ears of the Government—all this is the
enabling macro-economic environment. We have the facilitated framework for
private sector investment in Trinidad and Tobago. Apart from that we have all
these incentives—incentive framework for businesses wishing to set up in free
Zones.

We must understand, when we are looking at the question of free zones, the
cost and benefit aspects. Look at what the Government is doing: 100 per cent
exemption from customs duties on parts, capital equipment, raw materials, import
and export duties; 100 per cent exemption on lands and buildings taxes; 100 per
cent exemption from charges for work permits; 100 per cent exemption from
corporate tax, value added tax and dividends and so forth. We have al these
exemptions.

According to the Minister of Finance and Minister of Tourism, the Customs
Department has been turned around so there is an efficient and cost effective
clearance of imports and exports. There is also a high level of unemployment so
there is no problem with labour. There is available labour to go into the import
free zone. We have al of this, and the question is: Why have we had so little
success? | thought that was the real question.

If we are passing laws, we are passing laws that when they are implemented
they will be effective. There are laws on the books from 1988, yet what we have
had is a fraction of one per cent who have been able to obtain employment in the
free zones.

The Member for Diego Martin East claimed 591 jobs. Big deal! | want to set
the record straight. The actual number of people employed in the free zones at
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this point, quite apart from those which are projected and speculated, is 121 and is
made up asfollows:

Nucor 62; TSTT teleport 5; TCL Ponsa 12; Nestlé Export 22; Matouks
International 20. Ocean Harvest is currently closed down and we are not sure it
would be reopened. In any case, the employment there is temporary and variable
of about 150 persons doing menial work in cleaning shrimps.  Screen
Manufacturing Company projected to employ 10 persons and that is not yet
operational.

Caribbean Tyre Company at Point Fortin has been closed down. There is
some projection that when it reopens, if it reopens at all, it would employ 160
persons. Retrofit is projected to employ 35 persons and is not yet operational but
will be reopened in D'Abadie. There is a speculative employment of 355 as
against 121 actually employed. The question is, why?

Similarly, the percentage of foreign exchange earnings is miniscule. That is
one of the objectivesin setting up free zones. The earnings from these free zones
areminimal.

| would like the Government to come to this House and to be a little
forthright. Why have we not had that success? Is it that there is a fear of
unionization at the free zones? Is it relatively high wage rates that are paid in
Trinidad and Tobago as compared to other developing countries? Is that a
deterrent to people coming to invest and set up firmsin the free zone area? Isit,
indeed, governmental hostility and indifference in the first place? Is that the red
reason the free zones effort in Trinidad and Tobago has not taken off?

| believe this is where the problem really lies—hostility in the first instance.
When one considers how the PNM has changed its position when it was in
Opposition to when it is in Government—it reeks of opportunism. The
Government says one thing when in Opposition, and when in Government says
something completely different. | will give some examples: The Member for
Diego Martin Central should take note. The positions the Government took in
Opposition in 1988, 1990 and so forth are not the positions it is taking today. |
will show you how that is true with respect to free trade zones, and with respect to
every other thing it has spoken on.

2.35p.m.

| refer to alittle booklet published here called In Defence of the Peopl€'s Interest. |
want to quote from Mr. Kenneth Valley writing in March 1990 on his position on
free trade, because this Bill has to do with liberalizing trade and so forth.
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Thisiswhat he says:

"The World Bank has convinced this Government with the traditional virtue-
in-free-trade argument. It seems our leaders never bothered to ask: Where in
the world istrade freein reality today?

Moreover, can free trade work in an environment such as ours in which the
freedom of movement of capital and labour is restricted?

Developed countries have a vested interest in "selling” this free trade
concept to developing countries while they continue to protect segments of
home markets..."

Mr. Valley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that article has nothing whatsoever to do
with free trade zones. He does not even understand.

Mr. T. Sudama: Are EPzs outside of trading? It has nothing to do with
trading? The point | am trying to make is how the Government’ s positions have
changed so dramatically. Arguing against free trade in 1990, today the Member
for Diego Martin Central is this great crusader for free trade in this House. In
1990 arguing against free trade because it was convenient for him to argue against
it when the NAR was in Government.

Miss Nicholson: They are shameless. | will never forget them.
Mr. T. Sudama: Really shameless! | continue:

The more the argument is accepted, the more the exports that could be
sold to developing countries and the dependency syndrome is strengthened.”

In 1995, what is the PNM doing today?
"The "free trade" argument is not avalid one for Trinidad and Tobago."

Mr. Deputy Speaker, these are the words of the Member for Diego Martin
Central:

"This does not mean that a certain level of external competition or that
international competition in certain areas of our economy is not needed. What
it means is that the total freeing up of our fragile economy especidly at this
time, exposes it to the vagaries of an unkind and contemptuous external
environment that has long lost its soul. When one, knowingly, enters a
competition with the odds stacked against them, then one is asking to be
mauled. There can be no free trade without the corresponding freeing up of
capital and labour."
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What | want to ask the hon. Member for Diego Martin Central is. Have capita
and labour been freed up? Can persons from Trinidad go wherever capital is
moving? That was not good in 1990 because a NAR Government was in power
whilst in 1995 it is so good and great; that is the only way we could proceed. The
Great Crusader of free trade is coming now in 1995 to take his own position. He
continues on page 77.

"The venture capital concept backed by the incentive offered by the business
expansion scheme would have provided increased initiatives also in
downstream industries in an energy-based non-oil sector, thereby creating our
own EPZ, adding real value and utilising the skills and talents of our people.”

How many downstream industries have they facilitated in the energy-based non-
oil sector, thereby creating their own EPZ? What have they done in four years?
He went on:

"It may also have assisted our fledgling agro-processing sector in which a
properly structured regime of fiscal incentives may be the catalyst needed to
stimulate and strengthen the linkages between the agricultural, agro-
processing, manufacturing and distribution sectors.”

Thisis aregime of the Member for Diego Martin West, and his only contribution
as a Minister is to accelerate the demise of the agricultural sector in Trinidad and
Tobago. You heard what the Government said in 1990? Because the NAR
Government did not do so and so, we could not get agro-processing,
manufacturing and so on going in this country. He continues:

"Werepeat. Unless the need for Governmental |eadership is accepted, "let the
market decide” philosophy of this Government, coupled with its focus of
achieving fiscal balance even as the economy continues to contract,...”

In those days, the Member was for fiscal imbalance; today the Member is for
fiscal balance.

"will continue to place an unbearable toll on those of us who are brave enough
to refuse to be refugeeised. A small developing country cannot afford to
support the laisser (sic) faire approach in Government. The leaders in
developing countries must provide direction in the economic sphere if the
imbalances in these societies are to be corrected.”

It is a shameless Government that would have held such a position in 1990 and
reverse it totally in 1995. Totaly shameless Government arguing against free
trade and fiscal balance and all the things which this Government is now doing
with a vengeance.
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We now come to free trade. In 1988, the Member for Diego Martin Central as
a Senator in the other place argued that free trade zones would undermine the
sovereignty of Trinidad and Tobago. He said he marched in the rain for the
sovereignty of Trinidad and Tobago and how this Bill to bring in free trade zones
was going to undermine that whole effort of that march.

The Member for Diego Martin West said that free trade zones would bring
slavery into Trinidad and Tobago. Today the Government comes with a Bill as if
the establishment of free trade zones is a very good thing for this country, it
would help our exports, create employment and so forth, but in 1988 it was
convenient for it to talk about davery, and undermining the integrity and
sovereignty of Trinidad and Tobago.

The reason why this free trade zone idea has not taken off is that the
Government has been hostile in the first instance when it was in Opposition, and
when it got into Government, it was indifferent to the whole idea. That is the
reason!

Aswe are virtualy on the hustings, | would like to inform this House and the
country at large, that we have a different policy and approach to the question of
free trade zones, unlike the Government and its indifference. It had no policy, it
was less than lukewarm towards developing free trade zones as something to
improve the economy and employment opportunities.

The UNC Government will adopt a proactive approach to the question, not
only of free trade zones, but of revitalizing the economy, creating economic
balance, reinvigorating the various sectors of the economy, giving agriculture its
fair place in the economy, paying attention to small scale manufacturing and to
services that we can provide.

2.45p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is the kind of approach where the Government is not
just a facilitator, but it takes a leadership role in pointing the way and giving
direction and guidelines as to how this economy should emerge. That is our
position. That will be the position of the United National Congress when it
assumes government after November 6, 1995.

Where there is an advantage, we would target industries which will benefit
from locating in the free zones. It is not just a question of forming free zones and
inviting Tom, Dick and Harry, to come and set up business in them. There are
some businesses that will have an advantage and those are the ones to reach out
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to, in order to get them to come and locate in the free zones and so get the
maximum benefit from the establishment of free zones.

For example, given our proximity to Venezuela, and indeed, Latin America,
free zones could be areas where you could carry out warehousing and distribution
activities. Because where we are located between Latin America and Europe and
between Latin America and North America—this is something we have been
saying for 20 years—we can maximize our geographical location. If the
Government had any policy it would have done that.

It would be cheaper for goods going from Latin America to Europe to come
here to be packaged, labelled and so forth and then sent to Europe—utilize the
facilities of the free trade zone to do that. It isan idea location. But we have had
EPzs for seven years—four years under the current Government—and yet the
Government has not had the vision, or the foresight, to engage in or facilitate
these kinds of activities in the free zones. These are labour intensive activities,
and this would have gone some way in bringing a measure of relief to the
unemployed in our country.

We could, in fact, have some business that is currently being done in Miami
redirected to Trinidad and Tobago, if we had the right approach, the right policy
and, indeed, the right government in place. For example, Colombia manufactures
fertilizer; sends it to Miama where it is packaged. Some of that fertilizer is re-
exported from Miami to Trinidad and Tobago.

Would it not be more convenient to talk to the Colombian people and say we
can provide, if not the same, but similar, facilities in Trinidad and Tobago on the
free zone basis and they can come here, package the fertilizer, and we will have
our own fertilizer from Colombia being packaged and sold here; and from here
send the rest to other markets which are targetted. To do that there has to be a
vision of where you want to go, an objective—which this Government does not
have.

When the Member for Diego Martin Central spoke it was very clear that
Members opposite are not really keen on free zones. It is there, so they will go
along with it; there is no plan for it. The Government opposed free zones in 1988
through 1991 and now, not having any policy towards it, it is a matter of
indifference by the Government. What would a UNC government do? A UNC
government would take advantage of its location near to Venezuela—

Hon. Member: That is not what Indera said.
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Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, as you well know, there is a huge
development taking place in Venezuela in a location which is closer to Trinidad
than Caracas—M onagas—where we could be in a position to provide technical
skills, servicing of equipment and so forth—if we had the vision. The point | am
trying to make is that—

Hon. Member: We have amission.
Mr. T. Sudama: That mission will always be aborted.

We have the capacity for off-shore data processing. We have afairly literate
population, who could be easily trained in the various skills. Why has that not
been established in the free zones of Trinidad and Tobago? For four years
Members opposite were in Government, four years they have been ranting and
raving about doing this, that and the other. They cannot even set up facilities to
attract people to do data processing here. And there is the fibre optics network in
place, at least, at Point Lisas.

Lastly, the Government has not understood the concept that what people are
looking for when they come into the free zones is to move into ready-made
industrial structures with speed and efficiency. Readiness, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
They should be available for rental or lease without any undue hassle. If thereis
the infrastructure in place, quite apart from the roads, water, electricity,
communication networks, and so forth, there is the need for buildings which will
be easily available for lease or rental. But the Government has not pursued that.

In my conversations at Point Lisas, it became clear that the Plipdeco people
face enormous obstacles in trying to build housing on the free zone site there. As
| mentioned elsewhere, what | have been trying to do over the last few months is
to tour the various places. | went to the Point Lisas Industrial Estate because |
wanted to find out from people there what their problems were, as we prepare for
government. One cannot wait to be confronted, so | visited various industries
there, listened to their problems so that we are in a better position to be able to
come forward with solutions when we are the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

Dr. Baboolal: You will haveto wait for another five years.

Mr. T. Sudama: One of the things | was told is that the Government is
indifferent. While it is required that there are buildings in place so that you can
tell people if they want to come to the free zones they can do so very easily, the
Government was not at all willing to put the necessary things in place for them to
construct buildings on the free zone site.
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| have given a brief outline of how a UNC government would deal with the
issue of free zones and would make them more functional for the benefit of
employees and the economy generally. What amazes me is that, in the course of
his contribution the Member for Diego Martin Central said that he was making
the whole process of getting leases for the free zones transparent. | am amazed
that the word "transparent” could come from any Member of the PNM
Government.

If the Government wanted to be transparent, what about the arrangements it
has made between PowerGen and itself? We have been asking for transparency
in those arrangements. We have asked Members opposite to lay those documents
in this House but it will not do it because it is afraid. It is a Government of
secrecy. [Interruption]

Mr. Valley: Nobody islistening to you.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Would Members allow the Member to continue.
Mr. T. Sudama: | am not talking to you; |1 am talking to the country!
2.55p.m.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am speaking through you to the
country. | am not gpeaking to Members opposite, people who are so hard of hearing,
people who are so ignorant of their respongbility to the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, people who have brought so much hardship on and so much pauperization to
Trinidad and Tobago. Do you think | am talking to them? | am not talking to
Members opposite. | would not talk to Members opposite. | come here to make
representation, and as the parliamentary system would permit—from time to time
| have made comments about the operation of this parliamentary system and how
itis, infact, non-functional. | have made that comment from time to time.

The other issue | thought the Member would have mentioned is that of
security at these free zones, and the control of the drug trade, because the more
you have free zones established, the more you try to free up the system, and so
on—Given the policies of the Government over the last four years, what we have
had is an increase in drug trafficking in Trinidad and Tobago. That has been
reported on by the DEA in America.

The DEA have made many statements about the increase in drugs coming from
Trinidad and Tobago, some of it from the free zones. We have had all these ships
sailing from Point Lisas, which is the port of afree zone, with alot of cocaine on
them. The Government may want to deny that, but that is a fact. Its reputation in
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the United States as a regime that refuses to control the illicit drug trade in
Trinidad and Tobago is very well known.

In my conversation with the people at Plipdeco, they raised a question and |
want to address that to the Members on the other side—the question of control of
the drug trade. The question of security involved in controlling drugs at our ports,
and so on, is a matter for the Government of the day. A company that is
managing the estate at Point Lisas ought not to have the added responsibility of
dealing with that kind of security on its estate. That is a governmental
responsibility. That ought not to be a problem assigned to the managers of
Plipdeco. If it is so assigned, what we are going to have is Plipdeco having its
own security, bearing the cost of it, but in order for it to be effective and
functional, that security would need the powers of the national police force. That
cannot work.

So that whole question of security at Point Lisas with respect to the estate and
the free zones and so on, as well as a relationship with the control of the drug
trade, is something the Government, as | said, does not care about. It is because its
image is so tarnished with respect to trying to control the drug trade, that we are
in this situation today. | want to get some assurance from the Member for Diego
Martin Central.

Now, clause 14 of this Bill outlines the responsibilities of the Comptroller and
so on with respect to policing the various companies and firms in the free trade
zones. Are the resources available for this. When you look at clause 14 and you
look at all the duties and responsibilities that must be carried out by the
Comptroller, | want to know whether this is just something on paper or whether
we have the resources in the Customs Division to carry out this multiplicity of
duties and monitor the various records that must be kept by the companies in the
free zone area, and their transactions with the Customs area.

That is a matter of concern, because if we are going to establish free zones
with all these rules and regulations, then we would like to be given the assurance
that the Comptroller of Customs and his officials and his resources can, in fact,
meet the demand.

| want to raise an issue with clause 14(d), page 14 of the Bill. It says here that
the company must.

"permit the Comptroller at all reasonable times, to inspect the records
relating to those materias, articles or manufactured goods."
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Now the whole question of "reasonable time" is a matter of discretion. What
may be reasonable in the view of the Comptroller may not be reasonable in the
view of the company and that is going to cause a lot of hassle between
Comptroller and company. | believe that this matter should be specified. Instead
of "reasonable times’, it should be, "during normal working hours." At the
committee stage | would propose that we change that and put more specific times
in order not to cause the difficulties that may arise.

The whole question of the deterrent. If we look at page 14, subclause (2), it
says:.

"...the Comptroller shall charge the approved enterprise the customs duty

payable on such deficiency, at the rates prevailing at the date of discovery.”

Now the Comptroller goes and inspects the records, the materials, the articles or
manufactured goods, pursuant to this clause and discovers that there is a
deficiency in such materials, articles or goods. Now there is not supposed to be
any deficiency. If there is a deficiency, al that he does is he charges the customs
duty on such deficiency. My argument is that if you are going to list a sanction
here, there should also be a penalty involved, which is where the Comptroller
finds somebody infringing the law, quite apart from charging them customs duty,
there also should be an additional penalty.

3.05 p.m.
There isthe issue under clause 3 (7) which states:

"An Order made under subsection (2), may take effect at any time within a
period of ninety days prior to the effective date of the Order."

An Order is being made which is retroactive 90 days prior to the making of the
Order.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move that the hon.
Member's speaking time be extended by 30 minutes.

And certainly Sir, | want to say that we have enough time to finish the debate
and win the election.

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, an Order is being put into the Act that
could have retroactive effect. What is the reason for this? Can this be open to
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abuse? What kinds of controls there would be so that this retroactivity would not
be open to abuse?

Sir, | will tell you what could happen. A firm establishes itself. There is no
transparency in this whole political process. The firm might be a friend of either
the Member for San Fernando East or the Member for Diego Martin Central. It
has established itself under the normal laws and is subject to the normal duties
payable.

The Member for Diego Martin Central or whoever else might be the Minister
of Trade—he will not be, I am sure, in the next term of Parliament—may say, “I
want to do this firm a favour. | want to make it a beneficiary of al the
exemptions in the free trade zone so | would issue an Order today, October 6,
1995 which will be retroactive for three months, so that all the duties and taxes it
may have paid to this time, would be refunded to it because it was made a
beneficiary of free trade zone legislation.

We know how this Government has operated in the past. We know what it
has done. We know how it has manipulated issues to assist its friends, bankers
and people who have provided funds. Such an Order made, which is retroactive,
should be subject to some scrutiny by this Parliament; it should be brought here
and made the subject of investigation to see that al is above board with respect to
making these retroactive Orders. | do not trust the Government because it has
done so many underhand things in the last four years that it is a matter of record
that it will continue, if it has the opportunity, selling out state enterprises without
any scrutiny by this Parliament.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public Utilities
said in this House on March 24, 1994, that when all the arrangements are made
between PowerGen and the Government, everything will be laid in this
Parliament. A full documentation will be provided. One year and a half and
more has gone. It made arrangements with PowerGen which we only knew about
when a prospectus was published overseas. This Parliament has been duped with
respect to that transaction.

Today, | held a press conference on the issue and | outlined the manipulation
of the Member for San Fernando East in this whole affair. That will be in the
news tomorrow.

Mr. Manning: Assuming that it will find space.
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Mr. T. Sudama: Your announcement will take only one line in the
newspapers tomorrow.

What are the future prospects of free trade zonesin Trinidad and Tobago?

If we are so export-oriented and if we are committed to giving al these
exemptions and concessions, why not make the whole of Trinidad and Tobago a
free trade zone? Let us make Trinidad and Tobago a free trade zone so there
would not be this problem of policing this piece of legislation and looking after
the relationship between the free trade zone company and the customs zone area
and all the other issues which go with this legidation. There would not be
discrimination between those in the free trade zone and those exporters outside.
Those countries which really got into free zones and have been fully export-
oriented, what has happened?

The experience of Mauritius is that there is amost no difference between
incentives given to firms operating in the export processing zones and those given
to non-EPz exporters. Very little, if any difference.

Mr. Valley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may | just inform the hon. Member that
that is the same situation in Trinidad and Tobago at this time.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the EPzsin Trinidad and Tobago have
not had the same success as they have had in Mauritius. Why? [Interruption]
Are you saying that they should not have traded with South Africa?

Mr. Manning: | did not say that.

Mr. T. Sudama: Let us take the case of Korea. A low share of EPz export,
but Korea is an export-oriented country. The free trade zone idea is merely one
policy instrument. In Korea there are dternative instruments dealing with
promotion of exports and those have been successful to the extent today that
Koreais[Interruption]

Mr. Valley: But we havethat here.

Mr. T. Sudama: But where are your exports going? Over 90 per cent of
Koreda's exports is based on duty exemptions, drawbacks of one kind of incentive
or another. If that is your orientation, you are far, far away from achieving that.

As the United National Congress have said repeatedly, we are both outward
oriented and inward oriented. A UNC Government will not just look towards
exports for revitalizing and sustaining the economy of Trinidad and Tobago and
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pursuing self-reliant growth; it will also be inward looking to see what we can do
using our own resources in order to satisfy domestic demand rather than this
almost insane orientation towards exports as if there is no market in Trinidad and
Tobago which could be satisfied from domestic resources and domestic
production.

3.15 p.m.

A UNC government will create that balanced perspective where we will go
outward looking and inward looking and in so doing maximize the resources
available in this country. A UNC government will not permit the demise of the
agricultural sector or of a significant portion of the manufacturing sector. It will
put the right policies in place so that we would maximize the mobilization of all
our resources in satisfaction of foreign demand as well asloca needs. Thisisthe
perspective we have come to in this Parliament and with which we will go out on
the hustings.

In conclusion, | say that we have a different view on how the free trade zone
should be functional; how it would add to the economy, benefit employment by
creating opportunities in Trinidad and Tobago and adding to self-reliant growth.
EPzs will maximize our location in Trinidad and Tobago so that we would take
advantage of our proximity to Latin America to develop many industries for the
purposes of packaging, distribution and labelling goods to be sent out to other
countries.

Our view is that we shall be the link between Latin America, North America
and Europe. Where necessary we will give the incentives and encouragement to
provide physical structures where people who want to come into the EPz zone
could do so very quickly. We shall adso look into al those other service
industries—the provision of off-shore data processing as | mentioned, and try to
encourage them by proactive UNC government policies to make EPzs in Trinidad
and Tobago afunctional part of the system.

Thank you.

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | thank Members on both
sides of the House for their participation in this debate. | have to single out my
colleagues on this side, the Minister of Works and Transport, Hon. Colm Imbert,
and the Member for Laventille West, Mrs. Eulaie James for their splendid
contributions.
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| start by stating that we did not come here to introduce EPz legislation. There
is an EPz Act. The last government passed that legislation in 1988. We have
come to amend that Act to restrict its application, to limit the tax free nature of its
dividend payments to 10 years and to remove Government from its direct
participation, thus allowing the private sector to manage EPzs. We have come to
do those things in addition to correcting certain anomalies in the Act which
prevented the EPzs from getting off the ground as they should have since 1988.

Quite simply, the main point is that we have brought a Bill in an attempt to
salvage the EPZ. We are positioning the legislation to where we feel it should
have been in the first place, excluding the energy sector and limiting the tax free
nature of dividendsto residentsto a 10 year period. The original legislation spoke
about perpetuity. We are limiting it to 10 years. We are telling the private sector
to develop their EPZs. We are not here to introduce EPz legidlation.

| think that my hon. Friend the Member for Tobago West quite clearly
misunderstood the purpose. In 1988, we were on record stating that we had a
difficulty with the classical type EPz—and we still have that difficulty. The
Member would know that in 1988 when the EPz legidation was passed, as a
matter of fact, the Minister of Industry, State Enterprises and Tourism as the
portfolio then was, who piloted the legidlation, could not even remain in the other
House to complete it because he had to catch a plane.

According to the last government, the EPZ regime was supposed to be a
panacea for unemployment problems. | do not like to go back. | think that
governments ought to be looking forward at all times. Since the Member raised
it, 1 think we need to put it on the record that the problem they faced really
stemmed from the fact that when they came in in 1986, the number of
unemployed persons was 81,200, but by 1988, that figure had grown to 105,100;
in other words, in the space of two years they put an additional 26,000 persons on
the breadline.

By 1988, there was a level of desperation in the Government and they were
grabbing anything in an ad hoc manner. It isin that environment that they came
up with this, that was supposed to be a panacea, EPZ. The then Sen. Gordon was
catching a plane to go to Hong Kong to meet Mr. Donning to bring him back here
to create 10,000 jobs.

3.25 p.m.

That is what it was. We said quite clearly then that EPZ had no place in
Trinidad and Tobago; it was not a pathway towards industrialization; it could deal
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with a few minor problems, but a country could not build its industrialization
policy on the classical type EPz. | make no apologies for having said that in 1988
because | believe the same today.

What is the situation today? This Government came into office and the latest
statistics would show that the number of persons unemployed is down to
approximately 84,000 because the policies this Government has pursued since
1982 has returned economic growth to the economy which has resulted in a
continuing decline in the unemployment rate. The latest statistics show that the
unemployment rate is 16.5 per cent. We do not rely on EPzs to employ our
people. We rely on proper macro-economic policies and targetting certain areas
of the economy.

Having said that, in the review of our incentive regime it became obvious that
we could salvage some part of the EPzZ. The Member for Oropouche spoke about
the whole area of transshipment, warehousing and positioning for Venezuela, a
critical initiative on which we are working. This is why Members see in the
amending legidlation, in the First Schedule, that no longer are we including
simply merchandizing, but we are including international trade in products.

Mr. Sudama: Can the Minister tell us why, when it thought it was so
necessary, did it take the Government four years, now that it is on its death-bed, to
bring thislegislation?

Hon. K. Valley: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Member had one day's experience
in Government so he does not know how these things operate. In 1993, in my
opening contribution, | reported that we had appointed the Kong Committee. The
committee reported on September 6, 1993 and on January 13, 1994 Cabinet
approved amendment of the Free Zones Act.

The Member ought to know that there is a process. Legidation must be
drafted and take its place in the queue. The drafters were dealing with the
Securities Industry Act, the Insurance Act, the Companies Act, the Central Bank
Act, and the various pieces of financial legislation that this Parliament has seen.
It has come out of the queue and it is now before Parliament.

We did not repeal the EPz. | make the point because when we had the FIAS
consultants here, they advised that the only piece of incentive legislation that we
should keep was the export allowance because they said that was export oriented.
To the extent that one was exporting extra-Caricom, then one was not taxed on
one's profit. They advised that, but we said that there were certain reasons which
suggested that we maintain the EPz regime. The transshipment concept is one of
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those. We thought that this needed a certain degree of certainty under the law and

that business does not like the fact that there are drastic changes in governmental
policiesin things such as incentive legislation from one government to another.

We had certain problems, we looked at the legisation and we took out the
parts that we did not like. We have now restructured it and we can live with it. If
there was no EPZ legidation, this Government would hardly have approached the
Parliament to have it. Because it is there, we are structuring it in a way that we
could live with it.

We had difficulties with the TSTT agreement. What did we do? We sat with
Cable and Wireless and agreed to do some divestment to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago because we believe that that was what should have happened in the
first place. That is how we deal with matters. More than that, we were aware of
the fact that there were some persons not knowing where Trinidad and Tobago
was and when we are talking to them on investment the question of whether we
have an EPZ regime would come up. Mr. Deputy Speaker, the psychological
"yes" avoids awhole series of "no, but so and so."

The redlity is that today there is, outside of the EPz, all the benefits, except,
perhaps, the lands and buildings taxes, that one can obtain. Today, in Trinidad
and Tobago, there is no longer foreign exchange control. There is no longer tax
on capital goods. We have removed tax on capital goods in the budget. Thereis
no longer tax on inputs into manufacturing. That is gone. To the extent a firm
exports extra-Caricom, that firm pays no tax on its profits. Those are the benefits
provided under the EPz, so that outside of the EPz one can claim similar benefits.

| want to deal quite quickly with some of the other comments made in the
debate. | was really amazed that our trained researcher came to the Parliament
relying on one document. What | consider to be the most critical sin, to pay no
attention whatsoever to our existing EPZ.

At least the Member for Oropouche got some information, but the Member
who is a trained researcher operating for some seven years has told us about all
over the world but given us no information whatsoever about our existing EPZ.
But | thank her for her support and | thank also my Friend the Member for
Chaguanas for the support given for the legidation. | want to make the point that
the labour laws of Trinidad and Tobago—the forming of trade unions and so
forth—will apply.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, not only the Members on the other side of the House, but
also my own colleagues are telling me that Parliament is dissolved and that they
want to go on the campaign trail. | want to thank all Members on both sides for
participating in the debate.

| beg to move.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

Bill committed to a committee of the whole House.

House in committee.

3.35 p.m.

Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clause 3.

Question proposed, That clause 3 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. Sudama: Mr. Chairman, clause 3 (5) says.

"The Company shall cause a copy of any Order made under this section to
be delivered, as soon as possible after its publication in the Gazette, to the
Registrar General, who shall maintain aregister of such Orders. "

My view is, "as soon as possible” is too loose; it gives too much discretion and |
think we should put atime limit there.

Mr. Valley: Mr. Chairman, | would admit the Member may have a point, but,
as he knows, we do not have the ability to take it back to the other House.

Mr. Sudama: | see. | would not make any other comment on it.
Question put and agreed to.
Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clauses 4 to 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clause 7.
Question proposed. That clause 7 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. Sudama: Mr. Chairman, | just want to make one enquiry. This Bill has
already passed the other House and it is before us; will this Bill then, after it
passes this House, be sent to the President to be assented to?
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Mr. Valley: Yes, it can be.

Mr. Sudama: If that isthe case why isthe Member saying that my proposals
are academic?

Mr. Valley: Becauseif you make a change it has to go back to the President.
Mr. Sudama: | would like it to go back.
Question put and agreed to.
Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clauses 8 to 32 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Question put and agreed to, That the Bill be reported to the House.
House resumed.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Question put, That the Bill be now read the third time.
The House voted: Ayes 29
AYES
Valley, Hon. K.
Manning, Hon. P.
Sobion, Hon. K.

Mottley, Hon. W.
Ramrekersingh, Hon. A.
Rowley, Dr. The Hon. K.
Eckstein, Hon. J.
Baboolal, Dr. The Hon. L.
Callis. Hon. K.

Imbert, Hon. C.

Lasse, Dr. TheHon. V.
Pierre, Hon. J.

Casimire, A.

Narine, J.

Hart, E.

James, Mrs. E.
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Bereaux, H.
Maharg), R. L.
Humphrey, J.
Sudama, T.
Sagewan, Miss .
Palackdharrysingh, R.
Singh, Dr. C.
Panday, S.

Jural, K.

Haniff, M.

Hosein, S.
Bhaggan, Miss. H.
Nicholson, Miss P.

Question agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.

3.45 p.m.
PETROLEUM (AMDT.) BILL

Order for second reading read.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries (Sen. The Hon. Barry
Barnes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move,

That a Bill to amend the Petroleum Act, 1969 Chap. 62:01, be now read a
second time.

This Bill is fairly smple and straightforward. As this House knows, the
Petroleum Act 1969 establishes the basis on which the overall petroleum industry
of Trinidad and Tobago, exploration to marketing and refining, is administered.
Under the existing Petroleum Act, the Minister is required to determine and
establish by order, the prices at which petroleum products are sold in the domestic
market and on that basis the prices of the retail stations, gasoline, diesel and so
forth, are established. This has been so since 1969.

The readlity of it is that when the Petroleum Act 1969 was established, and
when the subsequent Act that establishes the petroleum subsidy of 1974 was
established, compressed natural gas was not, in fact, an available product.
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Natural gas was classified in the Act as petroleum; there was no marketing of
compressed natural gas, (CNG).

As the House knows, we now have established compressed natural gas as an
alternative motor fuel which is being offered at a number of gasoline stations in
Trinidad and Tobago as an adjunct to the retail or gasoline market. Consistency
requires therefore, that we make the appropriate amendment to place the similar
obligation upon the Minister to establish the retail price of CNG, and this is what
we are seeking to achieve by this Bill.

The amendments are fairly ssmple and the explanation in the Bill is perfectly
straightforward but, perhaps, | can take the opportunity to update the House on
the progress that we, as a country, have made in trying to introduce compressed
natural gas as an alternative motor fuel in Trinidad and Tobago.

The interest in looking at the possibility of using CNG as an alternative fuel
began in the early 1980s consistent with the fact that Trinidad was more and more
becoming a natural gas producer. It started in the Ministry of Energy as a pilot
project. The Minister of Energy invited the participation on a tender basis and
secured the services of one station which was established in 1985 on atria basis.
That station went in on very special price terms, and indeed, there was a very
limited conversion to put it on trial.

In fact, among the persons who converted at that time—and there were about
35 of them—were the petroleum inspectors, engineers in the Ministry of Energy
and Energy Industries who took a very professional interest and kept day-to-day
records. So the ministry had reliable information on usage, off take, and response.
This continued from 1985 to 1990.

Having become convinced that it would be a viable fuel, National Petroleum
(NP) proceeded to construct two stations—one on the Beetham Highway and the
other one at the Carousel completed and ready for operations on August 31, 1991
but unable to be put into operation for severa reasons including the fact that
nobody could sell CNG at the project price that had been applied in 1985. Be that
as it may, in March, 1992, the Government, convinced of the necessity, viability
and the advantage of using it, announced that we were starting on a project and
authorized NP to build 10 additional stations.

If one is going to offer a motor fuel, one of the important things is that the
people must know that it is available at severa different locations to allow
frequency of fill, and that is the basis on which we proceeded. NP installed 11
additional stations, geographically spread across Trinidad and Tobago; one of the
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criteria obviously had to be proximity to the gas lines. The project was largely
completed by the end of 1993; the prices were set to give an incentive particularly
to the long-haul users, taxi drivers, and the van salesmen.

The final NP station was completed in April 1995. The service station
attendants and NP personnel had to be trained, and above all, the licensing
inspectors of the Licensing Division had to be made familiar with the equipment
for the purpose of testing. It has turned out—as we knew it would by reports from
Canada, Argentina and the United States—to be a very safe fuel. We are
monitoring this on a monthly basis and at this time, there are five companies that
are licensed to make these installations.

There are 15 stations—I think everyone knows that AMOCO in applying for an
old used outlet was persuaded that it would be better to put that outlet outside
their fence—and as at the end of September, there are 2632 vehicles which have
been converted. The conversions are going on at the rate of about 40 vehicles per
month; the thing is progressing and it has demonstrated itself to be a viable
project.

The proposed regulations governing the licensing of Trinidad and Tobago's
operations were published on October 18, 1994—the Petroleum Compressed
Natural Gas Regulations of 1994—and it is within this framework that we now
come to the House to say that we need the appropriate amendment to bring it in
line with the rest of the retailing of petroleum productsin Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg to move.

Question proposed.

3.55 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Member for Oropouche. [Interruption]

Mr. B. Panday: What greater gift can you get on the last day—to hear this
gentleman! [Laughter]

Hon. Member: We want Palack!

Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche): Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is 35 minutes to
tea, so | will be with the House until tea, at least.

Mr. B. Panday: And resume thereafter.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | know that the Minister of Energy
would have liked to elaborate on Government's entire policy on derivatives from



1210

Petroleum (Amdit.) Bill Friday, October 06, 1995
[MR. SUDAMA]

natural gas, on the pricing policy, particularly, but apparently he is being subdued
by the Member for San Fernando East and the Member for Diego Martin Central
in this very important exercise. He was prevented from telling this House what
has been done by the Ministry of Energy with respect to their pricing policy on
various products—CNG is merely one of them, and a significant one at that.

In the very first Budget, this Government announced that it was going to
persuade motorists to convert from gasoline to CNG; well, we have had four years
of that persuasion but, today, my information is that only 15 service stations have
been operating with CNG pumps, and only 2,500 vehicles have been converted.
One asks the question: why?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, do you know why? Because the Government does not
really have a policy, is not serious about the use of CNG and in the very beginning
it sent out the wrong signal. While it was encouraging people to go the CNG
route, what it did was raise the price of CNG. The fear among motorists was that
if they could do that while trying to encourage people to go the CNG route, what
would it do in the future? | am afraid that the Government, asis his policy, sends
wrong signals—say one thing now and do something contrary the next day. That
has been the history of the Member for San Fernando East, not to mention the
Member for Diego Martin Central. This has happened in the case of the Minister
of Energy.

The other question we had raised is that if you are going to persuade people to
convert, then the cost of that conversion should be affordable, and for the vast
majority of motorists in this country, the cost of that conversion is not affordable.
It costs anything like $8,000 to convert from gasoline to CNG.

We had also suggested, that if the Government wanted to assist and encourage
people, it should have given some tax relief on this conversion. It would not do
either of these things, but it wants people to just get up in the morning and say,
"Ah, ha, we are going the conversion route.”

Now, not everybody has the facility of the Member for San Fernando East to
get afree conversion—not all of usarein that very fortunate position.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Deputy Speaker, under normal circumstances, | would do
what | normally do and that is, ignore the Member for Oropouche, but the last
comment he has made requires that |—merely for the purpose of the record—
indicate that the conversion of my vehicle to CNG was paid for, in full, by me.

Dr. Rowley: Down to the last day that Member is spreading rumour. Slander!
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Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have the information—
Mr. Manning: Present it.

Mr. T. Sudama: Since thisis the last day of Parliament, | will not have the
opportunity to present the information that | have in my possession with respect to
that conclusion, but | have the information.

Mr. Manning: | have my filestoo.

Mr. T. Sudama: Mr. Deputy-Speaker, what | want to emphasize is that this
has been a failure on the part of the Government. It has proposed a certain policy
to encourage people to convert to CNG. That has failed. If in four years time it
can get only 2,500 out of a vehicle population of a quarter million, to convert,
then its policy has failed—as its whole administration has failed; as its whole
energy policy has failed.

It is important for us to understand that when dealing with natural gas as a
basic resource—and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago says it is its chief
resource, that it is going to make this into a natural gas country—"natural gas-
fuelled economic growth." | think that is the term that was used. CNG pricing is
an aspect of natural gas pricing throughout Trinidad and Tobago, and throughout
that sector.

Let me, for the record, tell the House and the country what this Government
promised in 1991 with respect to natural gas pricing:

"Natural gas legislation will be enacted to treat with the exploration and
production of natural gas, separate and distinct from the Petroleum Act.”

No such natural gas legislation has come to this House—four years.

"All contractual arrangements already in place for the processing of
condensate will be fully honoured but negotiations will be undertaken to
explore the establishment of further down-stream industries based on
condensate as araw material."

Mr. Deputy Speaker, four years has elapsed, and because of its pricing policy, this
Government has not been able to establish one further down-stream industry
based on condensate. Not one. So—failure.

"New production of condensate will be subject to:
- theNatural GasAct..."
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We have been hearing about this Natural Gas Act for four years. Four years has
passed, the Parliament has come to an end. No Natural Gas Act for dealing with
the pricing of natural gas has come to this Parliament.

"A price regime for the purchase of natural gas will be formulated and made
public".

That is the last thing to expect from this Government—formulating something
and making it public—last thing. It has been a Government of secrecy. Secret
Government al along. No natural gas price regime has ever been formulated and
if it was formulated, it has never been made public. All that has happened is that
the Government has been selective in selling natural gas to whoever comes for
whatever benefits it can get, one way or the other. So Nucor gets Us 60 cents per
thousand cubic ft, when the cost of production of natural gasis over us $1.00 per
cubic ft—Nucor gets a concession.

And while they got a concession, | want to tell this House that in 1995 small
and medium consumers of natural gas for industrial and commercial purposes
were paying Us $1.08 per thousand cubic ft. Do you know the proposed price for
1996 and 1997? Us$1.88! The Government wants to promote small business and
small scale manufacture, but it isincreasing the price from us $1.08 per thousand
cubic feet, to US $1.88—amost double the price. A Government, which says it
has natural gas in abundance, is charging this fee to small and medium consumers
in this country—nbut it is charging Nucor us 60 cents!

4.05 p.m.

This is a wicked Government. This Government is destructive of small
business and small scale initiative. Do you know the reason for the increase? The
National Gas Company is telling the small and medium scale consumers that it is
to meet the cost of running gas lines to new industrial consumers. All the current
consumers had to pay for running their own gas lines to their outlets; these people
will now have to pay a higher price so that people who come into the market in
the future will not have to pay that cost. Isthat fair? Isthat equitable?

| ask this House and this country: Is that equitable? Is that proper? The
National Gas Company has set aside about $60 million for this programme which
it hopes to get from the hike in the natural gas price to small and medium scale
consumers. The ripple effect of thisis going to be on the cost to these small and
medium scale consumers and of course finally to the community at large. | do not
understand how the Government is so contradictory in its policies.
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The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries ought to give this House a
parting explanation. Why is the Government so vindictive against small and
medium consumers? Why is it doing this, if its policy is to encourage this level of
activity and increase the use of natural gas which it says it has in abundance?
Why jack-up this price from $108 per million cubic ft to $188 per million cubic
ft? Unless they are totaly irrational people on the other side, there must be a
reasonabl e explanation for this.

The other issue | want to raise—it says here at page 22 of the manifesto:

"A price regime for the purchase of natural gas will be formulated and made
public."

We have never had that. We have had selective pricing arrangements being
entered into between different parties at the whim and fancy of the Government.

It continues:

"Where the gas will be utilised for products earmarked primarily for the
export market, the regime will provide for responses to the product price
movements in the international marketplace. Additionally, the pricing regime
will treat with the generation of electricity and the use of gas for agricultural
purposes and 'pioneer’ uses on a cost-related basis.”

Now | do not want to go into what T& TEC has to pay for natural gas or into the
arrangement where T&TEC today is so burdened by that bill for natural gas, while
at the same time PowerGen is relieved of the necessity to pay for natura gas,
which is an important ingredient in electricity generation. But what has the
Government done to make natural gas available for agricultural purposes? The
Government does not have an agricultural policy; it does not care for the
agricultural sector and all it has done in four years is accelerate the demise of the
agricultural sector.

The manifesto continues;
"Using the powers under the proposed..."
fictitious, illusive—

"Natural Gas Act, rationalization of the production of gas from all sources will
be structured;..."

Structured by whom? Within what framework we do not know. If it suits the
Government's interest to give concessions to Enron, which this country knows
nothing about, then it would do so. There is no structuring here.
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It continues:

"....minimising flaring on the one hand and ensuring the production of the
cheapest gas on the other."

Is that the case? Do we have the information from Amoco, Enron, Trintomar and
al those who are in gas production? Could we have the information as to
whether, in fact, it is ensuring the production of the cheapest gas?

The manifesto continues;

"The long-term development plan for natural gas will be designed after
consultation with all producers and users."”

| am still awaiting word of that consultation. It continues:

"This plan will serve as a mgjor tool for planning for the producers and also
guarantee the security for any potential long-term user of gas."

All this has been piein the sky for four years.

Now | never knew the Government had a science and technology policy. It
says here:

"The Government, in its overall science and technology policy..."
Whereisthat? | would love to have a copy of that policy statement.

It continues:

"will include the processing and use of natural gas as akey areafor attention."

That isto make natural gas available in a policy which would generate these kinds
of science and technology activities and projects and so on. But this is the one
that made me laugh the most.

It says here:

"The Natural Gas Company will be directed to initiate promotion of an LNG
project based on North Coast gas, seeking expressions of interests from
companies which have substantial reserves of natural gasin Trinidad..."

Do you know what the Government has done? Instead of trying to utilize North
Coast gas for an LNG project, it took the LNG project down to La Brea to try to
build it in a place where the geology is not at all suitable for the building of an
LNG plant, a project which has now come to a standstill. If the Government is
talking about North Coast gas then it ought to be talking about an LNG project
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somewhere in the vicinity of the north of Trinidad and Tobago to make North
Coast gas availabletoit.

But to show you the totaly irrational way in which the Government goes
about the business of governing Trinidad and Tobago, it put an LNG plant which it
wants to move now from La Brea, to Point Fortin. The question is: Who will bear
the cost of over $100 million, or whatever it is, that the Government has down in
LaBrea, for specific infrastructure which will no longer be useful for the purposes
of constructing an LNG plant?

4.15 p.m.

Today, we query the statements and promises of the Government given in this
document and which it has had four years to implement but which it has
implemented more in the breach than in anything else, as | have pointed out.

| have spoken about the Government’s policy with respect to small and
medium consumers, totally in contradiction of what it has promised in this
manifesto. | have told you about their policy with respect to encouraging
motorists to convert to CNG while at the same time it has been raising the price of
CNG.

When the Minister, in consultation with the Minister of Finance and Minister
of Tourism, assumes the power to raise the price of CNG, again the Government
would be sending a signal to motorists that this will be done for political reasons;
when it suits the Government. Therefore, the signal will serve as a further
deterrent to people converting from gasoline to CNG. Thisis my contention here.

The Government has not had an energy policy; it has not had a pricing policy
for natural gas. It has been unable to formulate and draft a Natural Gas Act to
bring to this Parliament to determine pricing for natural gas and its derivatives
like CNG and so forth.

The Government has made all kinds of airy-fairy promises in this document of
December 1991—a document which we shall be using shortly to show up the
incompetence of that regime with respect to promises it has made in 1991 and
what it has actualy produced in four years time of complete control of the
Executive, and indeed, bulldozing this Parliament to accept all the Bills it has
brought. Thereis much to answer for.

If the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public
Utilities was in the Parliament of the United Kingdom and he had to appear before
the Energy Committee of the House of Commons to answer for his dereliction
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and that of his Government, it would have been a different story. Over there they
have a functioning parliamentary democracy, unlike what we have here.
Ministers here can do anything they like and they cannot be queried by this
Parliament.

As we look to the future, we will be looking also for parliamentary reform
when we will be making this Parliament a functioning, viable institution working
in the interest of the people of our land. We will make all of them answer. The
Minister of Energy, the Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance and Minister
of Tourism will have to appear and answer for the way in which they have
conducted the business of Trinidad and Tobago under the mandate which has
been given to them.

Today being our last sitting, | bid farewell to so many Members on the other
side. Where they would be after November 6, we do not know. Some of them
would be confined to the oblivion to which they belong; very few of them would
find themselves back into this Chamber and certainly, they would not be sitting on
that side.

| bid them farewell, my parliamentary representative the Member for San
Fernando East whom | have never seen in the constituency for the last four years.
| have had so many problems to contend with. The people who live around mein
his constituency come to me for their representation. | understand, mercifully, he
is leaving San Fernando East to go to contest in Laventille. | wish the people of
Laventille the very best in this new representation.

The Government's energy policy has been a failure, its pricing policy with
respect to natural gas has been still born, for we do not have one. The production
of a Natural Gas Act is still somewhere in the pipeline not to be reached in this
Parliament and, therefore, al | can say with respect to energy as with respect to
anything else, the four years of Government’s stewardship has been an absolute
disaster for the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Thank you very much.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public
Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | listened with
some amazement to the Member for Oropouche. What we have before us is a
simple amendment to give the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and
Minister of Public Utilities the duty to set the prices for CNG in the domestic
market. | will touch very briefly on some of the matters that relate to CNG.
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In terms of our search for CNG and where it was being advanced, we found
Canada, of all places, to be the most advanced. They started 19 years ago. In
fact, we sent persons to be trained in the Canadian system. But in Canada after 19
years, this year, they are reporting that their conversion in terms of existing
vehiclesis one per cent of their motor car population.

In fact, in the two years in which we have been operating and since it is a
motor gasoline conversion, the Member for Oropouche’s figures are wrong. It is
about 125,000 vehicles and the correct figure is 2,692 conversions. So that after 2
1/2 years we have achieved two per cent conversion where after 19 years the
Canadians have achieved a one per cent level of conversion.

In terms of the United States of America, they see themselves as having a
measurable conversion in the year 2025. The reality with respect of any motor
fuel when it comes to encouraging people to convert, the most important factor is
that they must know that they can pick up the fuel easily at one point and that
when they drive to another point it is available to them.

There are 207 gasoline stations in Trinidad and Tobago. The stations that we
put in cost $1.1 million each. If one were seeking to convert all 207 stations, one
would be talking about $207 million plus, and one is talking about that kind of
expenditure when the actual number of vehicles converted is 59. It is not done
like that. One recognizes that it has to be a gradua conversion.

The first important thing is to set stations across Trinidad and Tobago, and
that would allow us to do what we have done, very different from what the
Member for Oropouche has suggested. In fact, it isa successful programme, right
on track. What the project called for was the conversion of 5,000 vehicles over a
five-year period and then we could go into phase two and start to extend it.

There are certain other corrections. | can assure the Member for Oropouche
that the previous small users of natural gasin Trinidad and Tobago did not pay for
their lines. | was part of that.

What has to be looked at in gas pricing is its comparison with the alternatives
promised, a Btu basis, and natural gas is still by far the most attractively priced
fuel in Trinidad and Tobago. In fact, our level of prices is such that we are
bettered only by Venezuela.

| do not know that anybody is really complaining very strongly about what we
are trying to do in CNG and in the broadening of the use of natura gas in the
domestic market.
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As to the other comments of the Member for Oropouche, | understand that we
shal have ample opportunity to ventilate some of those matters elsewhere.
Perhaps, the Parliament at this time is not the place. | think al of us understand
the requirement for this amendment. Therefore, | beg to move.

Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a second time.
Bill committed to a committee of the whole House.
House in committee.
Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Question put and agreed to, That the Bill be reported to the House.
House resumed.
Bill reported, without amendment; read the third time and passed.
4.25 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have come to the end
of not only this session of Parliament, but also to the end of the Fourth Parliament
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. While we have had our challenges and
periods of grief having lost three Members to death, one to resignation and having
lost our Speaker—

Mr. Sobion: Having amost lost Chaguanas.
Hon. K. Valley: Thatisright. The Member for Chaguanasis still with us.

We have had some very good times. The camaraderie in the House has been
excellent. | wasaMember of the last Parliament and one felt not only the tension,
but aso the hate that was associated with that Parliament. | hope that those of us who
will be herein the new Parliament will continue in that tradition of camaraderie.

It is with a sense of accomplishment of the Government, that | am pleased to
move this afternoon that this House be adjourned sine die.

Mr. Basdeo Panday (Couva North): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | do not think |
need to reply to that, but my Friend is right. We have come to the end of this
session of Parliament and | just want to say how sad | shall be when Parliament
reconvenes and so many faces that are here will not be here.
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It is atribute to the people of Trinidad and Tobago that we continue to adhere
to the democratic process. Today we are very happy that the Prime Minister has
called a general election. That indeed is part of the democratic process. We are
very happy to be in a country that continues the democratic process despite the
differences that we may have among ourselves.

| think 1 should end by saying that whatever we have said in this House has
been without acrimony, hate or envy. It was not meant to annihilate them. We
leave in that spirit. We have been happy to be here and we shall be happy when
the House reconvenes and we are sitting on the other side.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Just for the record. There were two Motions on the
Adjournment. | take it there was agreement not to take those Motions. Was there
agreement? Are you taking them?

Mr. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj (Couva South): Mr. Deputy Speaker, we
have agreed, subject to the feeling of the Chair, that we can take the two Motions
now and then go to tea. We have agreed that the Members on this side would not
exceed 10 minutes each in presenting the Motions.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: That isthe agreement of both sides. In that case, | call
on the Member for Oropouche.

Critical Water Supply
(Oropouche)

Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche): Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want to put on the
record that | have been raising the issue of the critica water supply in the
constituency of Oropouche since the beginning of this Parliament, April 1992.
The issue | am going to raise is how Ministers come and mislead this Parliament
and make promises which have never been kept and which it appears will never
be kept. We have no system of bringing these people to book.

Let mejust read thisto you. On April 3, 1992 | asked the following question
which was answered:

"Could the Minister state whether WASA has any immediate plans to
obtain additional sources of water for distribution in the Oropouche
constituency, which has been a critical area of long standing identified by
WASA?"

This was the response:
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"Madam Speaker, the Water and Sewerage Authority has advised that,
given the existing financial constraints, there are no immediate plans to obtain
additional sources of water for distribution in the Oropouche constituency.

However, the Authority has indicated that it plans to improve the existing
supply of water to the constituency over a three-year period by replacing a
number of undersized, corroded and encrusted mains in such areas as San
Francique, Suchit Trace, Gopee Trace and Gandhi Village. . ."

| put on the record that three years has gone and no main has been replaced in San
Francique, Suchit Trace, Gopee Trace and Gandhi Village, although we have had
an assurance in this House.

At present, the Government still thinks that the St. Patrick water project,
which took $66 million of funding, has something to do with the Oropouche
constituency. It has nothing to do with the Oropouche constituency. While the
Government had $66 million to spend to alleviate water woes in La Brea and
Point Fortin, it did not have a few thousand dollars to aleviate conditions in the
Oropouche constituency.

Now | come to the current Minister and two of his promises. On June 24,
1994, | asked the following question:

"Could the Minister state why the minimal amount of water supplied from
the Caroni/Arena project to the WASA booster at the San Fernando Bypass has
been further reduced to the great distress of the already hard-pressed residents
in the constituency of Oropouche?"

His response was that it had not been reduced and he gave this assurance:

"(il)  The Water and Sewerage Authority expects to be in a position to
increase the volume of water transmitted to the southern region from
the Caroni/Arena Waterworks from 140,000 cubic metres per day
(30.8 million gallons per day) to 160,000 cubic metres per day (35.3
million gallons per day) by the end of 1994, by expanding the
production of water at existing water sources in the North."

We are dmost at the end of 1995. An additional amount of 5 million gallons of
water has not been directed to the constituency of Oropouche, although he said on
that day that he was assured by WASA that part of that supply would in fact reach
the particular booster that the Member for Oropouche was concerned about.

| spoke to the Minister on August 29 and he told me that by the end of August
they were getting another 5 million gallons by reactivating wells and pumps in
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Freeport, Carlsen Field, and that additional amount of water would be available.
We have reached the end of September and gone into October and no additional
amount of water has been redirected to the booster. About 70 per cent of my
constituency gets water, perhaps, once in three weeks, or a month or never. That
is the situation in the constituency of Oropouche although we have had all these
assurances since 1992.

There must be parliamentary reform. When a Minister comes here and gives
an assurance that in three years time mains would be replaced and they are not,
that Minister should be forced to resign by parliamentary rules.

4.35p.m.

There is in the Canadian Parliament a committee on assurances.
[Interruption] Do you see why | ask for injury time, Mr. Deputy Speaker? When
a Minister gives an assurance in Parliament, the committee monitors to ensure
that the assuranceisfulfilled. If it isnot fulfilled, there are sanctions involved.

Finally, | want to tell the Minister that unless water comes down to the San
Fernando Bypass booster on a 24-hour basis and the booster works on a 24-hour
basis, the problems in my constituency would not be solved. He had promised
that it would be solved by this operation because that is the only way water would
reach the extremities of the system. So far, his assurances have come to naught.

We are at the end of the parliamentary session. | do not know whether the
Minister is willing to give me an assurance at this time. If he is, and that
assurance is fulfilled, wherever he may be after this Parliament ends, he can rest
assured that | would be in touch with him to thank him. But | certainly do not
think he will be back in this House.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is how | feel about this whole issue and how a
person feels when he is wasting his time in a Parliament where the Government is
not forced to be responsive.

Thank you very much.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public
Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, perhaps | should
start by reminding the Members of this House how often | have been made to
speak on the subject of WASA and to assure the Member of Oropouche that we
recognize that the St. Patrick Water Project did not serve the constituency of
Oropouche.
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Oropouche is served, as the Member knows, from the Navet Waterworks and
from Caroni/Arena, which, at the present time, is the heart of the WASA system.

Let me aso assure the Member for Oropouche of something he aready
knows. My information is that he visits WASA as often as | talk to them. In
Caroni/Arena, which pumps 65 million gallons per day, there are pumps which
are 15 years old, several of which are defective. Four new pumps have been put
in. Wewill now have the opportunity to refurbish the equipment so that when the
dry season comes we would have standbys. The Member knows that that has
been making Caroni/Arena short over this period. The Freeport well field has
been returned to service, and the Carlsen well field has been returned to service as
well. They are both at maximum production at thistime. That has been fulfilled.

We have talked about this. The areas that have been redlly hard hit are the
ones that have been served by undersized mains on San Francique Road, Suchit
Trace and others. The Member is fully aware that the work in those areas
commenced this month after the arrival of pipes and fittings. One of the
difficulties that WASA has is that over the years it has established such a
reputation that nobody has been prepared to ship anything to them until the
payment is made. As Minister, | myself have been frustrated because of the
delays in getting some of these projects in place and they are running three and
four months behind. Within that framework, however, one cannot talk about
good intentions. That is not the answer.

The Member knows that the leak repair programme has been operating. We
repair 386 leaks and still have 60 leaks. It isan on-going programme. There are a
number of areas there. The San Francique Road is ungquestionably shot and needs
to be replaced. The replacement projects are there; the pipe has come; the
containers with the necessary connectors are there.

Mr. Sudama: We may replace the mains, but if we do not have the water put
into them we are back with the same problem. | want the assurance that the
booster at the San Fernando Bypass will work 24 hours aday.

Sen. The Hon. B. Barnes: The availability of water from Caroni/Arena to
the San Fernando booster is set by the quantum of water that the pumps can
deliver. Contrary to what the Member has said, there has been a period in which
35 million gallons of water per day has been sent to the San Fernando booster.
The five million was done.

Mr. Sudama: Only 12 hours of the day.
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Sen. The Hon. B. Barnes: That is precisely the point. It can only go 12
hours in the day. It goes into the reservoir and then it should be pumped out 24
hours in the day on the other side. Any time one pump goes down AT
Caroni/Arena, we lose 12 million gallons of water from the system. | have said it
repeatedly: until we can put ourselves in a position where we have spare pumps,
we are vulnerable.

Hon. Member: There should be a standby.

Sen. The Hon. B. Barnes: That is exactly the point | am making. There
should not only be a standby there, but a standby at San Fernando and one at
Clarke Road. There are 140 booster stations with only 14 having standby
equipment [Interruption] | am not asking why; | am saying what we have to do to
fix it. | am aso saying that we have begun the programme to get it fixed.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | do not really want to detain the House.
Collapsing T& TEC Utility Poles

Mr. Krish Jurai (Nariva): Mr. Deputy Speaker, a frightening situation has
developed whereby rotting utility poles which belong to T&TEC have been
collapsing throughout this country posing a serious threat to life and limb. Itisa
miracle that up to this point, as far as | am aware, no lives have been lost. | have
brought this Motion to the House today so that the Minister responsible would act
immediately to alleviate these problems.

4.45 p.m.

Within recent times we have seen reports in the newspapers and | will refer to
some of these shortly—but what we aso have to understand is that not all the
incidents are reported. There are numerous instances where poles have collapsed
and no mention has been made. One of the common problems faced is that when
people report the problems the authorities smply do not act to avert acrisis. Live
electrical wires remain lying on the ground for several days posing serious threat
to life and limb.

In my constituency there were severa instances where I, myself, had to call
T&TEC to resolve problems like these because when these poor villagers make
complaints the authorities simply do not take them on. | am caling on the
authorities to take immediate action. Let me just refer to some very short articles
so that the Members on the other side would understand the seriousness of the
problems.
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Two or three months ago a report was made in the La Paille area of Caroni
where a T&TEC pole collapsed on a vehicle. | am referring to another incident
which occurred. Thisisthe Trinidad Guardian of September 02, 1995. It says:

"Four rotting T&TEC poles collapse in St. Joseph.

"Four rotten Electricity poles fell in Luengo Village, Maracas, St. Joseph
early Tuesday morning.

Up to late yesterday a T& TEC crew was busy trying to restore power to the
area."

The important point about thisis that the person whom thisis affecting is saying.

"Maybe this is the only way T&TEC would come and change the
poles...after they fall down because we tired complain to them about the
amount of rotten poles waiting to fall down."

The other point is about a driver who escaped death. | am referring to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources. Two employee's vehicles
were damaged, one was a motor car and the other a van. Over the past months
reports have been made to T& TEC concerning the same pole which was rotting at
the base and posed a serious danger to pedestrians and vehicles parked in the area.

Here again, the people were complaining.
| want to refer to an article in the Bomb of Friday, October 06, 1995 which
says:

"Danger poles in Tunapuna. An electricity pole near the entrance to the
Tunapuna Government Primary School is an indication of impending disaster,
causing some anxious moments among students, teachers and the general
public. Pole 2 isastone'sthrow from the Tunapuna Police Station.

The poleisrotting at the base and isin atilting position. What isworse, it
supports high-tension wires.

Angry teachers fear that even a gentle breeze can topple the pole, with
disastrous results."

It went on to say:

"A nearby resident said he has caled numerous authorities on several
occasions, but no one seemsto care. "
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Here we have a situation where people are complaining, calling and identifying
the problems and yet Government is not taking action.

In the constituency of Nariva, which | represent, | have seen the wires
supporting the poles instead of it being the other way around. These are rotting
poles which are dangling on high tension wires. | do not think finding the pole is
a problem because as one drives aong the roads of this country one can see
numerous poles lying on the roadside, some are covered with bushes.

What | am calling on the Government to do is to implement some emergency
measure, perhaps using the Civilian Conservation Corp or young people to
identify the problems—I see the Minister is smiling; that means he has no
intention of taking such action. | am caling on the Government to act
immediately to rectify this situation to prevent rotting electricity poles with high
tension wires from falling and causing serious threat to the lives and limbs of the
people of this country.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public
Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Mr. Deputy Speaker, let us start off by
providing some information. T&TEC has more than 150,000 poles across the
length and breadth of Trinidad and Tobago; 81,300 of them are wooden poles.
The formal survey—what the Member of Nariva is asking us to do now—was
done in 1994 and as a result of this survey a comprehensive Defective Pole
Replacement Programme was commenced in January 1995.

For severa years, for whatever reason, Trinidad and Tobago could not get
hard wood Wallaba poles from Guyana and used instead local pinewood poles.
They started rotting rather sooner. It was identified to the point where in the
public press of Trinidad and Tobago on May 14, 1995, T&TEC took out a public
advertisement which | will read into the record.

It says:

"Over the years, T&TEC has continued to replace defective poles on its
Distribution System in accordance with the urgency required of that exercise.

However, based on a recent internal survey, it has now become necessary
to accelerate the Defective Pole Replacement Programme throughout the
country.
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To this end, the exercise has now become a priority project for T&TEC and
additional resources have been placed to ensure that critical pole replacements
are completed within the next six (6) months.

The need for this Programme stems partly from the unexpected and
premature rotting of locally grown pine poles which were introduced on the
System some time ago as a substitute for imported poles which were
unavailable at that time.

Over the last four (4) months, approximately 1900 poles have been
replaced and T& TEC is working towards the completion of this Defective Pole
Replacement Programme in twelve (12) months time.

In addition, T&TEC has developed a computerised database which will
facilitate the expeditious retrieval of information relative to defective poles.

The Commission will continue to conduct its own pole surveys but our
customers are being invited to assist in identification of defective poles by
reporting same to the nearest Commission office or depot.

The Commission thought it necessary to clarify its position on the subject
matter based on the increasing prominence being given to this aspect of our
operations.”

Again, in August, Defective Pole Replacement Programme.
"Over 5,000 poles have been replaced in 1995.

T&TEC is continuing its programme of replacing defective poles on its
Distribution System in accordance with the required urgency of this exercise.

This programme was implemented...

During the month of August, the Commission has replaced 861 poles.
This brings the total number of poles replaced during the first eight months of
the year to 5,572.

The Commission is committed to the upgrading and efficient maintenance
of its system in order to continue to supply..."

A letter dated August 25 to every regional corporation in Trinidad and
Tobago. To date, we have already replaced over 4,000 poles and have targetted to
change at least 3,000 more by the end of the year. Although we have adopted a
very structural approach—it is not only a question of taking the poles and moving
them down; the transformers and street lights must be removed so that the line
crew could come behind.
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They said, notwithstanding that, help them to identify the polesin your area—
The Member for Nariva because he is an honest man, will know that 403 polesin
his constituency have been replaced. It is a structured programme the Member
identified. Thereisone point in particular that | would like to make. There are a
number of motor vehicles that, in fact, run into poles; there are a number of
overhead wires that containers run into and then they fall on vehicles.
[ Interruption]

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is the end of the Parliament, so let me again just say, |
understand. | am aTrini too and | have been a Trini for much longer than most of
you. The matter is being attended to as a matter of urgency. The regiond
corporations have been invited to help with the programme. The fact of the
matter is, |, like everybody else in Trinidad and Tobago, would say that the most
important pole to usis the one next to our house and car.

There is aleaning pole outside my house, and every morning | go out there |
look at it. | know that T& TEC came and made a survey and they think that it is all
right; | say that | hope they know what they are doing. But the most urgent pole
is aways the one next to your house and car. T&TEC are the professionals, they
are on the job, they cannot change all the poles overnight; it is a programme, a
structure. We invite your help in identifying the poles and we will do the best we
can.

| thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members, before | adjourn let me wish each and
everyone God's richest blessings in whichever path you choose to pursue.

Question put and agreed to.
House adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 4.58 p.m.



