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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 01, 1994
The House met at 1.35 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MADAM SPEAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, | have granted leave of absence to the
Member for Couva South (Mr. Ramesh L. Maharg)) from today’s sitting.

PAPERSLAID

1. The Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 1994. [The Minister of Trade and
Industry and Minister in the Ministry of Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley)]

2. Annua Report of the National Insurance Board for the period July 1993 to
June 1994. [The Minigter of Social Development (Dr. The Hon. Linda Baboolal)]

APPROPRIATION BILL
(BUDGET)

[THIRD DAY]
Order read for resuming adjourned debate on question [November 25, 1994]:
That the bill be now read a second time.
Question again proposed.

The Minister of Social Development (Dr. The Hon. Linda Baboolal):
Madam Speaker, first of al, | would like to join with all those in this House and
al those outside who have been heaping congratulations on our Minister of
Finance for hisvision of hope.

The budget, which was delivered by the Minister of Finance, gave to this
nation a vision which was crafted from sound fiscal policies, which had people in
mind at all times. There is no doubt that it is now the people who would benefit
from these policies and from this budget.

Over the last three years we were climbing and now we are at the top, and we
are looking ahead of us and what we see ahead is a sunny, bright and beautiful
plain. We see ahead of us, hope. It brings to mind the motto of the PNM
Convention which was held about two weeks ago, which says; “PNM and proud.”
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| think everyone on this side, besides being PNM, was very proud of our Minister
of Finance and that very wonderful budget which he brought here.

I do not profess to having a profound knowledge of economics. In fact, | am a
very humble family doctor of medicine. | have never had the opportunity of
sharing the rarified atmosphere that seems to be shared by people of the brilliance
of our Minister of Finance and our junior Minister of Finance. There is no doubt
in the minds of everyone that not only are they very brilliant people, but in fact
they are also committed to the people of this country and they have, as | said
earlier on, avision.

Over the years, even before | was in this House, you looked forward to
hearing certain contributions, because you always felt that despite the fact that
you may not agree with what was said, there was something that you could learn,
and one of the persons in the past whom | looked forward to hearing was the
Member for Couva North, but | was sadly disappointed yesterday. In fact, it was a
case of sour grapes, maybe, more than anything el se.

That contribution coming from a senior politician and one of our elderly
citizens—and elderly citizens fall under my ministry—I think was a
disappointment to many. The adjectives he used in reference to our brilliant
Minister of Finance are, in fact, applicable to the Pinnochios on his side. Because
if you know the story of Pinnochio, when certain things happened his nose grew,
so | would suggest to my dear colleague the Member for Couva North that he start
looking at the noses of those on his side.

Madam Speaker, let me, however, address a few issues which the Member for
Couva North mentioned. He raised the matters of unemployment, insurance and
the administrative costs of the Nationa Insurance Board (NIB).

145 p.m.

A feasibility study on an unemployment scheme was commissioned by the
National Insurance Board some time ago, and consultant John Halpen reported
that the cost to set up such a scheme, at that time, would have been prohibitive
and he did not think that it was the best thing for the NIB to consider. He said the
type of scheme which was then envisaged by the NIB left much to be desired and
it was very doubtful whether the administrative structures which existed would be
able to support such a scheme. The general conclusion was that a scheme of
unemployment benefits was not viable or feasible at that time.
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Notwithstanding that, the NIB continued to look at the situation and, following
its assessment of the comments of the fourth actuarial review, isin fact reviewing
the position relating to unemployment insurance and would soon be submitting
new proposals to Government.

The other matter which the Member for Couva North spoke about was old age
pensions. More than once in this House the matter of raising the ceiling on old age
pension has been raised. In fact, | have an answer to a question which would have
been delivered had it not been for the presentation of the budget and the budget
debate in which the Member for Oropouche enquired about raising the ceiling to
$12,000. May | inform the House what the present situation is. | have answered
this question before in this House and | have mentioned it in a few of my
contributions, but |1 would do so again.

We must look at old age pension as being a welfare payment. There are afew
criteria which now exist such as the person must be 65 years old, must be resident
20 years in the country and must not earn more than $5,000 annualy. It is
estimated that there are about 75,000 people over the age of 65 yearsin Trinidad
and Tobago. Of those, approximately 59,784 now receive old age pension; which
leaves about 15,000. The mgjority of those 15,000 are persons who have retired
and who may be receiving some other form of pension or who have some other
form of income.

Let us suppose thereisno ceiling at all, and everyone over the age of 65 could
apply for old age pension. The total annual payment would then amount to $322
million. In 1994, the expenditure on old age pension, inclusive of food subsidy, is
estimated to total $270 million.

| assure this House that this Government considers our senior citizens very
valuable and, as | will explain later, is constantly doing things to make their lives
easier. The Government is constantly looking at the issue of old age pension and
reviewing the whol e situation to see when and if we can raise that ceiling. One of
the things which the ministry is awaiting right now is information on the poverty
line. Thisis at uwil whereit is being analyzed. When al that information isin the
ministry, the whole issue of the ceiling on old age pension would be reviewed.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: “When cock get teeth.”

Dr. The Hon. L. Baboolal: Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Socia
Development is responsible for providing for the vulnerable and the
disadvantaged in the society, and has been doing this through a number of
programmes. One of the things that the ministry is at present looking at is the
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introduction of a new system of integrated social services delivery; and | will
cometo that in alittle while.

All the ministry’s programmes follow the things that were mentioned in the
PNM Manifesto for the 1991 election, where we talked about our senior citizens,
the disabled, and social services. | shal go on to show where already most of
these have been put in place and are beginning to bear fruit. | will attempt to
outline some of the major achievements up to this point and some of what the
ministry plansto do in 1995 and beyond.

| just talked a bit about old age pension. One of the problems that have faced
the Social Welfare Division over the years—and which has been mentioned in
this Parliament—is the problem of leakages and the fraudulent encashing of
chegues. To counteract this, the ministry put in place two major measures over the
last year. These were, firstly, the issue of life certificates to old age pensioners,
which started in April 1994. This system required all pensioners to pay an annual
visit to their local board. Usually they receive a dlip of paper with their cheque,
the month before, reminding them that they should visit their local board. The
idea behind this is that the social welfare officers would see those persons and
know that they are till alive.

In cases where the patient is bedridden, their nominee may go in and let the
Socia Welfare Division know that the person is bedridden, and that person would
be visited by an officer. Up to this point, this exercise has been 90 per cent
successful. There is about 10 per cent still outstanding which the ministry hopes
to contact before the end of the year. If no contact is made, the cheque would be
cancelled because it would be assumed that that pensioner has died.

Secondly, to be doubly sure, we have also started a system in August 1994
where Registrars of Births and Desths are now required to collate al the
information on the death of persons over 65 years of age and send it to the
Ministry of Social Development. That department is being paid a fee for doing
this.

In addition, and in an effort to improve the efficiency of the delivery system,
the ministry is now looking at computerizing the records of the Social Welfare
Division to be able to prepare computerized data. At the moment, BWIA prepares
our cheques, so we would be able to feed this information to BWIA in the
computerized preparation and generation of old age pension cheques and public
assistance cheques, streamline the whole process, and in this way remove some of
the problems which now exist.
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Besides that, the ministry has been revising the respective laws governing old
age pension and public assistance and as soon as it has the necessary amendments,
the information would be sent to the Attorney General’s Department for the
necessary drafting.

As | mentioned earlier, between January and October 1994, 59,746 persons
received old age pension. On top of that, over 26,171 persons received socia
assistance. The other sort of social welfare payments that can be made through
that section of the ministry are things like temporary urgent relief, and that has
been made to 375 persons this year at a cost of $296,000. Later on, | will mention
some of the other programmes which we have put in place for the elderly.

1.55p.m.

One of the programmes about which | spoke in the budget debate last year and
which we were about to implement was the SHARE programme—the Social Help
And Rehabilitative Effort, started in December 1983. This is a programme meant
to give help and assistance to people who are able-bodied, unlike public
assistance which is given to people who are ill; and to women and children who
have no means of support.

There are many people out there who are able-bodied but cannot access public
assistance because they do not meet the criteria necessary and are unable to meet
their basic needs. They may have just lost ajob, or have some other problem.

Through the SHARE programme and through 86 NGOs who serve that
programme, the ministry has been providing dally meals to needy people
throughout Trinidad and Tobago. This started in December 1993 with 4,030
persons. By the middle of this year we went up to 6,556 persons and that is going
to go up to 8,000 persons early next year. This is done mainly by the distribution
of hampersto families.

And that is not all, because we feel that people should not stay on this
programme indefinitely, nor should they stay on any such programme
indefinitely. As | will show as we go along, this ministry is concentrating on the
development of the individual. It is not going to be concerned only with handouts.
It is going to give them something when they need it, but in the meantime the
ministry is going to try to help them to become self-reliant and self-employed,
where possible.

Into this programme is woven that area of development, so that members of
families, individuals, have been receiving counselling and have been referred to
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numerous institutions and programmes for development of skills. Maybe, a young
person in the family is able to learn a skill and so become employed and be able
to support that family; it may be that a person who has lost his job can now go on
to further skills training to be able to source another job. This developmental
aspect is now off the ground also, and more and more people who are now in the
SHARE programme are being sent to institutions for the development of their
skills. We hope that when this takes place we could take them off the programme
and new people can come on, as necessary.

One of the objectives of the Ministry of Sociad Development is the
development of the skills of the individual. In October 1993, the ministry piloted
a social rehabilitation programme to encourage self-reliance among socia
assistance recipients. These are people who are receiving "public assistance” as it
Is commonly called. Public assistance has been perpetuated, in many cases, from
generation to generation. A grandmother and usually the other women of the
family—a mother and maybe her daughters—are on public assistance.

Following the policy of the ministry, what we have been trying to do is put in
place a pilot project to try to develop the skills of people on public assistance. In
this programme a maximum grant of $2,500 is being given to eligible recipientsto
assist them either to acquire a skill, or set up a small business and eventually get
them to discontinue socia assistance and become self-employed.

We have started with about 25 persons. It is till a pilot project and they have
received grants under this facility. Some of the projects they successfully
embarked upon were simple things, like the production and sale of bodi and other
vegetables like cucumbers; roti and “doubles’ vending; a dry seasoning and
preservative project was another; and the sale of other vegetables.

In addition, under this programme, we have also given grants to probationers.
Many of our problems with probationers are with our young people, as has been
pointed out in the debate, because of the fact that they are very often not
employed because they simply do not have the training. They may have come out
of school and not have any kind of qualifications for ajob.

Under this programme we have already referred some of our probationers to
undergo skills training in things like woodwork, welding, computer literacy and,
of course, the development of personal skills and this, too, has been successful.
We hope to be able to widen this, so that we can pull more people into this
programme and therefore reduce their dependency on social welfare.
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Children’s institutions fall under my ministry. Last year in the debate | also
mentioned that St. Michael’s School for Boys was severely damaged by fire in
1985 and was redlly in a terrible condition. In fact, the boys at that time were
housed in galvanized sheds, but this Government felt very strongly about the
matter and intended to do something about it. So said, so done, and construction,
in fact, began in June 1994 on phase one of the new St. Michael’s School for
Boys. Phase | is due to be completed in April 1995.

When | visited there two or three days ago, | found that it was 75 per cent
completed. And what a difference! Already there is the expectation of what can
happen when it is finished. In fact, already the school is completed, and the
dormitories, about 50 per cent complete, are expected to be completed within the
next few weeks.

As a Government, we are determined to put al kinds of programmes and
development aspects in place to reduce crime and juvenile delinquency. In the
meantime where we have young people who get into trouble, we have to ensure
that when the courts send them to a home like St. Michadl’s, they can benefit from
whatever they learn there; they can improve themselves and learn personal skills,
so that when they come out they can fit in and become useful members of society.
This is why we consider it important that we do things like rebuilding the St.
Michael’s Home for Boys.

In the meantime, that school has become so motivated that they have actually
started exchange programmes with people from outside—the United States of
America and the United Kingdom—where they have already brought in
counsellors and other personnel to interact with their staff and talk to the boys,
and it is hoped that these programmes will be developed. In fact there is such an
atmosphere of motivation and buoyancy that | can see that when the buildings are
completed, the whole aspect of training during residency at St. Michadl's will
change and will, in fact, benefit the young men who go there.

| should aso mention that there is the intention to build a halfway house for
those young men who leave. One of the problems that face schools like St.
Michael's and St. Mary's in Tacarigua is that when the children leave those
schools they really have nowhere to go. Although some of those young men may
be able to go back to their families there are those who need something else to
help them get into the society while they get a job or whatever the case may be,
and there are plans to build a halfway house there.

In the meantime, this ministry also helps other children's institutions
financidly, like St. Jude's Home for Girls, St. Mary's, St. Dominic's. Altogether
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about $7,586,000 has been expended on these institutions. Much repair work was
done to St. Jude’s, St. Dominic’s and St. Mary’s and many new programmes have
been put in place at those homes to benefit the development of the young people
there.

One constantly reads in the media negative articles about the staff that they
are insensitive and do not meet the needs of the young people who are sent there.
We take that as a very serious matter and started programmes through our
national family services to train the caregivers in these homes to upgrade their
skills and make them more sensitive to the needs of the children in these homes.
These training sessions have been an ongoing process and they, in fact, sensitize
the caregivers to the psychological, spiritual, physical and social needs of these
young people.

2.05p.m.

Further to that, we are now starting programmes which would prepare the
older youth so that when they leave those institutions they are more prepared to
face the outside world. At St. Mary’s aso, we are well into plans, together with
the Anglican Board, to set up a halfway house for those who are leaving and who
are already out there.

Madam Speaker, | am sure you and everyone of us here have heard about the
boys "over the wall". These are boys who live like vagrants "over the wall". The
ministry started the Marion Acres Project which was funded by the UNDP. It isan
agricultural project where the boys have been put on a farm and are being taught,
not only agriculture, but personal developmental skills, and so forth.

Faling under this same category, we can speak about young people on
probation. Again, one of the problems which probationers face is the fact that
very often they come from environments which are not conducive to the
development of the individuals, or skills or anything like that. One of the
problems which, in fact, surfaced was that probationers were not able to
communicate with their parents, and very often, parents did not understand what
was causing their children to behave the way they did.

We, therefore, started the rehabilitation programme for parents and
probationers. This was started last year. Phase two is, in fact, now in progress,
because phase one was very successful. It was started at Arima, Pt. Fortin, San
Fernando, Chaguanas and Princes Town. It provided a forum in which
probationers and parents were able to air their differences and needs. It really
helped reconciliation in many cases. In fact, the response was so great that
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consistently we got large turnouts at these sessions. There were open expressions
by both probationers and parents that this whole programme is helping to bring
them closer as a family. All this, of course, was happening in the International
Y ear of the Family.

So phase one is completed. Out of 60 sessions 58 were conducted and phase
two is now continuing. Within this programme is also the rehabilitative aspect of
developing skills, and probationers have been referred to things like the Civilian
Conservation Corps, and, as | mentioned earlier, the micro-enterprise training and
developmental fund programme, which is now in my ministry, for public
assistance receivers and for probationers.

We are also looking now at engaging probationers in the Royal Bank Y oung
Leaders Programme, which is geared towards involving youth in community-
oriented projects and which will not only help to enhance their environment—I
am sure you know about this programme, Madam Speaker—but also to build the
confidence and self-esteem of the participants in this programme. We have quite
a few young probationers who are more than capable of participating in this
programme.

This is the International Year of the Family, celebrated internationaly. In
Trinidad and Tobago the response was marvellous. It fell under my ministry and it
was redly co-ordinated by the National Family Services Division. They were
really stretched to the limit because they were called everywhere to help all sorts
of groups to put in place programmes for the International Y ear of the Family.

In fact, this division continues its very extensive work in family-related
matters and it continues to disseminate information to the community on family-
related matters. It is doing this through radio, television, print media, and they
lecture to groups on request. They are continuing their crisis intervention services
at children's homes, on any problems that might arise. For instance, if there is a
report that a child might have problems in a home, it is referred to this division
and somebody usually goes out. There have been a number of cases of domestic
violence in which they have had to intervene.

In the meantime, they have aso done other things. For instance, they have
published The Child and Family Law, which was done by Stephanie Daly; thisis
a compilation of legidation related to the child and the family in Trinidad and
Tobago. | would say that this publication is much superior to the one which my
friend the Member for Oropouche displayed here yesterday.
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They have been responsible for the production of "Shattered”, which is a
series of 13 10-minute educationa videos on domestic violence and which was
handed over to me in April 1994. This has already been shown on television.
Those videos can be accessed by groups anywhere in this country—women's
groups, PTAs—which want to look at them and use them for discussion. They
have aready proved to be quite useful in the community. | am recommending
them to people here for use within their own areas.

As | said earlier on, Internationa Year of the Family was celebrated
throughout the length and breadth of this country and the division was actively
involved in co-ordinating a number of events through several organizations:
religious, community groups and others. They held seminars on family-life
education and were even involved in the Divali Nagar celebration where they had
abooth.

The other programme which this division has been involved in is the caring
for caregivers training programme, which, as | said, is within the children's
homes. Already a further 150 members of the staff of these homes have benefited
from these training programmes which will equip them, not only with the
technical knowledge and the know-how to provide quality care, but also an idea
of what the needs of those children are when they come into those homes.

In the meantime the division is awaiting receipt of the copies of videotapes
which have been made on the situational analysis of children in especially
difficult circumstances. You will remember the study that was done and we are
now getting videotapes done which we hope we will be able to run, maybe on
television, or again, make them accessible to people who want to use them in the
community.

We have so many other programmes that | cannot possibly outline al of them,
but there was one thing that | felt very happy to be present at, and that was a
grand event which took place on November 17. This was funded by Nestlé. It was
a concert which featured the talents and skills of children from these homes. For
the first time | think those children had an opportunity to express themselves in
dance, music and song. | should have had my colleague here, the Member for San
Fernando West. | think he would have got joy in his heart to see how those
children acted, to see the expression on the faces of those children.

Those are the kinds of programmes that we need more of, and we need more
corporate citizens to come forward and help these children to express themselves.
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It was really quite an eye-opener and | would certainly welcome any kind of
programmes like this for these children coming out of these homes. In addition,
we have the Adolescent Enhancement Programme which is expected to start next
month.

2.15p.m.

Many of the issues of family breakdown were addressed throughout the
International Year of the Family. We looked at single-parent homes, drugs and
alcohol, domestic violence and all other problems of society which affect the
family today and which can be directly related to the breakdown in family life. To
get a better idea of what are the causes, we commissioned a national study on
family life, which is almost completed. In fact, | am hoping that by January, the
ISCR would be able to give me these results.

Coming out of this study and the International Y ear of the Family, and all the
programmes and discussions that have taken place, we hope to develop our family
policy. In fact, we had one seminar where NGOs and other organizations which
participated in International Y ear of the Family came together to try to put their
Ideas together for a family policy. We have a draft report and, hopefully, by early
next year we should be able to come forward with afamily policy.

Foster Care: During the debate which took place in this House on the
Children (Amdt.) Bill, we promised to introduce foster care. Evidence showed
that a large number of children are victims of child abuse, neglect, abandonment;
sometimes, parents smply may be ill and may not be in a position to look after
them; or one parent may be abroad and the one who is looking after the children
may bein hospital.

In fact, in the period 1990 to 1992, 520 applications were made for Fit Persons
Order, owing to parental neglect, abuse or abandonment. At the same time, close
to 229 children were hospitalized at the Port of Spain and San Fernando general
hospitals due to abuse. Therefore, this Government recognized that there was a
need to help these children—these are not the children that would normally be
sent to children’'s homes.

In fact, they are best treated in non-institutionalized conditions; sometimes,
they just need to be temporarily removed from the situation. Or, as | said, maybe
the parents may be in that situation where the mother may be ill and there is no
oneto look after them; so, they need to be removed for a short period.

To aleviate the problems faced by these young people, Cabinet, in July 1994,
approved the establishment of aformal foster care system. | say "forma" because
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over the last few years, an informal system was run by an NGO at San Fernando.
Thisis now being run on apilot basis.

The system would involve the creation of a network of foster care homes
throughout the country which would provide temporary care in a home setting for
children up to the age of 18 years who are neglected, abandoned, abused,
orphaned, beyond parental control, or who may have broken the law and for
whom a court order is made; children whose parents, due to illness and special
emergency situations, cannot care for them; and children who are in need of care
pending decisions of the court, which was the aspect of the amendment of the
Children (Amdt.) Bill. Even within this programme, there is an inherent
rehabilitative aspect.

Ultimately, what this system would help to do is to enhance and preserve the
family unit. It is aso going to provide counselling for the parents, children and
relatives; therapy to the children who have been abused and disadvantaged and, at
the same time, putting them in the care of foster parents.

Twenty-five placements will be provided in this pilot phase and there should
be a system by which as these children leave, more would be able to enter. There
should be 25 children at al times within the foster care system.

Already, we have received nominations for appointment of a foster care
committee which would oversee the development, implementation and operation
of the system. It is hoped that, in fact, this could be started by January 1995.

Population Council: The Population Council has worked diligently to produce
the Nationa Population Policy which went to Cabinet and which will now be put
out for public comment—for two months—prior to its fina submission. When
that time has ended, the final document will be produced and sent back to
Cabinet. | am sure after that, it will then be laid in Parliament.

In the meantime, the Population Unit of the Population Council has aso
drafted two documents which are a Needs Assessment of Pregnant Teenagers and
Young Mothers—as we know teenaged pregnancies have proved to be quite a
problem recently. One document is to collect data on the critical needs and
problems of the target group as a pre-requisite for implementing programmes to
address the needs. The other is a survey of the patterns and reasons for the
incidence of drop-outs from family planning clinics. More and more we find that
the people who really need the service are the ones who are dropping out. We
hope to be able to find the reasons and solutions from this survey.
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| would again speak about the elderly. As | said earlier on, we consider our
senior citizens as our treasures. | want to read from the PNM manifesto, page 39:

"The PNM has always recognised the contribution of our senior citizens to
the development of our nation. We are convinced that it is a civilized society
that takes care of its aged.”

The manifesto goes on to list some of the programmes we would put in place:
"- ...caring for the aged

- Specific programmes for tapping the invaluable resources of experience
and knowledge that lie with our senior citizens'

| will tell about that—
"- ...homesfor the aged..."
and day-care centres and so forth.

Homes for the aged have always existed. Recently, we have put in place day-
care centres for the aged. There are three which are now functioning, and these
provide care during the day, companionship, hobbies and so forth for the elderly
who are left at home while the younger people go out to work or school. These
centres have proved to be very popular and we are looking and hoping to establish
more of them throughout the country.

What we have been looking at, and we are now hopefully putting in place by
the end of this year, is our Senior Citizens Bureau. This satisfies the manifesto of
the PNM which says, as stated on page 39, that we would put in place:

"- ..programmes for tapping invaluable resources of experience and
knowledge that lie with our senior citizens'

Thisiswhat the Senior Citizens Bureau is expected to do. In fact, it will constitute
a skills bank which citizens and organizations can tap into and, more than
anything else, it will would provide an opportunity for our senior citizens to
interact with the younger members of our society, and hope that both sections—
the young and the old—would be able to benefit from this interaction; and maybe,
of course, create a better understanding of each other.

Today, one of the things we complain about is the fact that our young people
do not seem to recognize or respect our older citizens. We hope that through the
Senior Citizens Bureau, not only can we bring them closer together, not only can
the young people benefit from the skills and knowledge of the senior citizens, but
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also that the senior citizens would be able to instil into these young people

respect, and the understanding of what getting older is all about—it is not
something to be ashamed and afraid of, or something to be sneered at.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. K. Valley].

Question put and agreed to.
2.25p.m.
Dr. TheHon. L. Baboolal: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and Members.

The manifesto also goes on to talk about what this PNM Government would do
with the disabled. In fact, for many years the disabled, as a group, have always
been treated with derision, fear. People were ashamed to admit that there was a
disabled person in the family. My friend the member for St. Augustine interacts
with the disabled and has given much of histime to them. | feel that he, if no one
else in this House, is happy with at least some of the measures we are attempting
to implement for the disabled.

There is our policy for the disabled which was completed and on which an
action plan is being formulated, and hopefully, would be put in place soon. We
feel strongly as a Government that we should not be just looking at the disabilities
of those people but, in fact, we should be developing their inherent abilities
because each one of them has an ability. Many of these people have already been
developed to become self-sufficient.

Many of the disabled personsin our community today are able to earn aliving
and there are many who can continue to do so. We are trying to remove al these
old taboos and make people aware that the disabled are a part of this community
and that they can contribute very usefully to the community. It is estimated that
there are about 120,000 disabled persons in Trinidad and Tobago with varying
degrees of disability.

| have spoken before, inside this House and outside it—and the hon. Prime
Minister has spoken about it too—about the strengthening and restructuring of the
Ministry of Social Development; and secondly, the restructuring of the social
delivery system. The Ministry of Socia Development, which is really the core
socia sector ministry, has enlisted the services of consultants for the institutional
strengthening, especially of the Research, Planning and Implementation Unit.
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The Ministry of Socia Development is constantly doing research, planning
and implementation. It has brought out a number of policies which the country
never had and there is ongoing research. The ministry is hoping that by
strengthening this unit it would be better equipped to formulate and implement
social sector projects.

The restructuring of the socia delivery system is what we are really looking
forward to in 1995. We will call it the integrated social service because we see it
as integrating the services under the system. We visualize the system taking place,
first of al, by dividing the country into catchment areas or grids based on
geography, population density, levels of unemployment, poverty and so forth.
And, in each one of these areas would be a community social worker.

At the moment there are a number of different specialized agencies operating
within the same area. There is duplication of services as well as isolation of
services. There are also people who learn the system so well that they are able to
access al the organizations, whether it be for food, medicine or health, and there
are those who are not able to access the system because they do not even know
that the services are there. Besides that, there is the bureaucracy that sometimes
takes along time for these services to really reach the people.

In this new system we visualize, as | said, the use of the community-based
social worker. That social worker’s primary function would be to assess each
family within his or her catchment area and to identify the specific needs of the
individuals and the families in that area. Based on this assessment these clients
can then be referred to the specialist services that might be needed. At al times
emphasis will be placed on rehabilitation, counselling and devel opment.

Within the schools we hope to have the services of psychologists/counsellors
so that those children who come from disturbed homes where there are problems
can receive counselling that will help them to be able to better participate in their
studies. Similarly, counselling would be available to parents and to families.

How do we see this working? The new system anticipates a very strong
relationship with the other partners and we would be using the NGOs in the
community—a considerably large number of NGOs—to deliver these services. We
hope to set up a statutory agency and this will be established to handle the client
assessment, the identification of needs.

NGOs will also assume greater responsibility for the provision of services.
There will be a contractual arrangement between the ministry and the NGOs, and
Government, of course, would provide for payment on an agreed percentage of
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cost. There will be a shift in responsibilities of the Ministry of Social
Development from actual delivery to formulation of policy; remova of
bureaucracy and making the system more accessible to those who need it.

Already there are consultants who are looking at this programme and who
have begun to formulate measures. The UNDP is not only providing us with
consultancy and technical assistance, but is also helping to fund the setting-up of
this programme.

When that is al formulated and worked out—and we hope that this will be
completed by April of next year—we would then put in place eight to 10 pilot
projects throughout the country based primarily on studies undertaken. When
those pilot programmes have been in operation for a while and we have corrected
any problems, they would then be put in place throughout the country.

That is, in fact, one of the areas that the Ministry of Social Development is
looking at very eagerly because under this new system we see each individual
being able to access the social servicesthat are available.

At the moment, from my own experience as a doctor out there, and | am sure
my colleague the Member for Tabaguite will tell you the same thing—there may
be a child with a problem; you may have to send that child to the Psychological
Department to see a psychologist. Sometimes it is six months before the child see
that psychologist, and then another appointment may be another six months. What
we hope is that within each area these services would be available through the
health centres, through the community centres, the schools, and therefore, it
becomes much easier for the social worker to be able to refer clients to access
these services as might be needed.

One of the examples | like to give when | talk about this programmeis, if you
take a home in which there is an alcoholic, you could expect many problems
within that family. The alcoholic needs help; and very often the spouse is in a
desperate situation—either medical or psychological problems—and the children
are made to suffer because they are not going to school. Very often there is no
money in that home.

If you try to deal with that family under the present system, it becomes quite a
big problem. Under the new system each member of that family would be dealt
with according to his or her needs, and then the family would be dealt with as a
whole also, because the family would be given the counselling and the help
necessary to deal with the problems that beset them.
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2.35p.m.

There are a number of other divisions in the ministry but time does not allow
meto let you know some of the things that are taking place and some of our plans.
For instance, legal aid is one of the areas which have seen quite a lot of work
during this year and which would also continue, | am sure, during next year to
serve the population that needs services.

The Nationa Alcoholic and Drug Abuse Prevention Programme (NADAPP)
and the Drug Demand Reduction Programme have been continuing with their
work in the community and with religious groups. In fact NADAPP has, to date,
five projects. Just recently we approved five new projects to be put in place in the
community. A drug profile of Trinidad and Tobago at 1993 has been completed,
and the draft proposal of the cost to deal with the drug abuse problem is now
being considered.

There are other booklets and pamphlets which are aways available at
NADAPP's headquarters on Henry Street. Anyone wishing to get pamphlets; or to
go in there to look at videos, or assess any of the information that is available can
do so. | hope that people who are listening would make use of this.

Clinics were also held during the summer holidays for schoolchildren. | was
present at some of these. The schoolchildren came in and they were shown videos
and given talks by people involved in the Drug Demand Reduction Programme. |
must say that the children did not only enjoy themselves but they also went away
with alot of information on how to lead healthy lifestyles and how to prevent the
use of drugs. Prevention is what we have to concentrate on in the case of drug
demand reduction. For prevention to be effective we have to start with the
children.

Many of the programmes from NADAPP and the Drug Demand Reduction
Programme would, in fact, be targeting primary school children. Unfortunately,
time does not alow me to give you more details of what we intend to do under
that programme, but maybe another opportunity would present itself when | can
do so.

Y esterday, my colleague the Member for San Fernando West so eloquently
and thoroughly dealt with the measures of the budget which will continue in 1995
to stimulate employment, growth, construction and tourism that there is redlly
nothing left for me to say concerning that aspect of it. As | said earlier on, my
knowledge of economics is limited. However, there is no doubt that al these
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measures will serve to reduce the socia ills of this country, and the socia
problems which Members enumerated.

| have no doubt that within a short space of time, there would be such visible
improvements in respect of some of these problems that we would be able to see a
reduction in poverty; and a reduction in dependency on and handouts from
government. More than anything else, we would see the development of the
individual because this is the aim of this Government. This is what the
Government intends to achieve.

What is social development? Social development for the World Summit in
March was defined as. "Progress towards the alleviation of poverty; expansion of
production, employment and the promotion of social integration, especially of
youths and women". There is no doubt that this is the road on which this
Government has embarked and it isin the process of achieving this.

Y esterday the Minister of Housing and Settlement told us very explicitly what
the ministry is doing to ease the housing problem. The Minister of Sport and
Y outh Affairs outlined the achievements of the ministry, and the plans for youths
and sport in this country. When we put it altogether, the overall picture is one of
the development of the individual, so that each individual could take charge of his
or her life. After al, that is what we are aiming for: a community and a country in
which each person feels responsible for himself or herself.

Madam Spesker, | do not know whether you would remember this, but
recently we were both at the Archbishop’s dinner. | was sitting at one table and
there was a priest from the United States of America, and you were at another
table with another priest. The priest who was sitting with me remarked, "1 could
not get over the smiling faces of the people of your country. | have never seen
happy people like the people over here. They al seem so contented.” | agreed
with him. At the end of the dinner, | met with the priest who was sitting at your
table, and he said the same thing. Even the Members on the other side are smiling.

It really made us readlize that there is so much that we have to be grateful for,
not only a PNM Government which is doing its best and doing everything in its
power to keep the people smiling and happy, but also the fact that we have avery
beautiful country and one that we want to keep beautiful and peaceful. | think |
can sum it up al by quoting from the manifesto—the favourite book of the
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opposite side—the foreword which was written by one Mr. Patrick Manning,
Political Leader at the time, and now Prime Minister of this country. It states:

"We spent long days and nights hammering out a vision, supported by
concrete policies and programmes, through which a PNM Government would
return our country to growth, security and stability.

The result of our labour is an invigorated, rejuvenated and revitalised PNM,
irrevocably committed to the noble ideals of its founding principles. We are
absolutely convinced that our policies and our vision for the future will take
Trinidad and Tobago into the coming century with the confidence and
certainty that were once characteristic of the national ethos."

Thank you.

Miss Hulsie Bhaggan (Chaguanas): Madam Speaker, the 1995 Budget is
another example of the practice of the traditional parties within the old political
culture. It is essentialy a budget designed to mislead, and pull wool over the eyes
of our citizens. It is a budget which would fuel false expectations and create
further disillusionment, unhappiness, an increase in unemployment and poverty in
our land. Instead of formulating this budget on the premise that we should think
globally and act locally, this Government is behaving as if it belongs to the G7
countries. In fact, while | was listening to the hon. Minister of Finance, | could
have sworn that | was in Washington, Bonn, Tokyo, London or Ottawa.

This Government has been implementing liberalization policies with such
missionary zeal that | am now convinced that Trinidad and Tobago would be the
only country in this global economy with a level playing field. The playing in
Europe would not be level because France, for example, continuesto insist that its
agriculture must be protected. Japan would not have a level playing field because
it is not willing to open up its economy in one stroke. The United States within
NAFTA is not willing to fling open its doors. As a matter of fact, it has negotiated
agreements to protect itsvital interests.

| agree with my friend the Member for Tobago West when she quotes the hon.
Prime Minister as having said there is no such thing as free trade. This
Government assumes, and consumes itself in propaganda. As far as it is
concerned, since it assumed office all the problems of this country have been
solved, since the Minister of Works and Transport had the weather vane removed
from the roof of this Red House.
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2.45p.m.

Within recent times, the hon. Minister of Finance, in particular, has been
speaking about Trinidad and Tobago as the financial hub of the Caribbean, the
global city in this part of the world and as the financia centre of the Caribbean. |
believe it is very important for us, therefore, to look very briefly at Trinidad and
Tobago in the context of the Caribbean. Unfortunately, |1 do not have statistics as
at 1994, but | do have figures for 1993 and most of my figures will come from the
Overview of Economic Activities in Caribbean Countries, which was a document
produced by UNECLAC.

Let us first look at the English-speaking Caribbean, and | am looking at
isands like Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica,
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts/Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and
Trinidad and Tobago. When | compared the percentage change in GDP between
1991 and 1993, there were two things which were very glaring.

In 1991, Trinidad and Tobago had a fairly good position in the context of
these countries, but in 1993 we found that it was the country with the highest
negative growth among these countries in the Caribbean. Montserrat was second
and Grenada was third. So, in terms of the percentage change in GDP, Trinidad
and Tobago topped the list from a negative point of view.

Mr. Manning: Madam Speaker, | do not like to interrupt the hon. Member
for Chaguanas, but the hon. Minister of Finance gave figures as at the second
quarter of 1994, which figures present a completely different picture from the one
seen if we use figures which are significantly earlier. The hon. Member for
Chaguanas is running the risk of painting a distorted, undated picture.

Miss H. Bhaggan: | am using statistics which are available to me. | do not
believe there is any rule in this House which tells me that | have to produce the
most recent figures, especially asthey are not available.

| am looking at Trinidad and Tobago in the context of the Caribbean, and
1993 was a year in which the PNM was in government. As | have said before, | am
looking at the figures 1991 to 1993.

In terms of consumer prices, what | have seen here is that Jamaica showed the
highest rise in prices—they were 22.1 per cent—and Trinidad and Tobago was
second in line as at 1993. They stood at 10.8 per cent.

Thirdly, in terms of external debt, in 1993, Jamaica was number one and
Trinidad and Tobago number two. Once more we are at the top of the line in
terms of external debt.
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In terms of unemployment, compared to the rest of the Caribbean, we are
among the three countries which have an extremely high unemployment rate. The
other two are Barbados and Jamaica.

When the Minister speaks about Trinidad and Tobago being the financial
centre and the financial hub of the Caribbean, when one looks at this country in
isolation that may be so, but when compared with the rest of the Caribbean, we
see a different picture. | believe that the time has come for us to look at our
performance in relation to what is happening in the rest of the Caribbean.

At thistime, | will do an analysis of Trinidad and Tobago in 1994—I will be
using current prices—and 1991. | will not be focusing on the intervening years
because in the first year the Government would have said that they had just come
in and were now trying out their policies; in the second year, there would be other
EXCUSES.

| would like to look now at the bottom line. We are in 1994. This Government
has been in power for three years. It has inherited an economy which the Minister
of Finance said he found in chaos and decline. What we would like to see is
whether in 1994 there was any improvement on that chaos and decline, especially
when the hon. Minister said that we stand on the threshold of a strong recovery in
economic activity.

| have taken the figures from the Review of the Economy 1994 and | have
looked at some of the indicators—things like our main export items, our internal
production and some of the other economic indicators.

Firstly, when comparing 1991 and 1994, how have we fared in terms of our
domestic food production? We have had a decrease of 32.5 per cent in terms of
millions of barrels produced. In terms of natural gas production, we have had a
decrease of 22.2 per cent. In steel—direct reduced iron, we have had a reduction
of 29.9 per cent. In terms of billets, a reduction of 30.9 per cent; wire rods, 35 per
cent. [Interruption] The hon. Member can recalculate the figures.

2.55 p.m.

Under “Food Processing” we have had, again, a reduction by 10.8 per cent,
comparing the figures for 1991 with those for 1994. | sat here yesterday for two
hours during the Member for Couva North's contribution and | calculated those
figures.
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Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, the Member says she is quoting from the
Review of the Economy. Could she please help us with the page numbers to which
sheisreferring? That would help us greatly.

Miss H. Bhaggan: At the back of this booklet are the figures to which | am
referring. If the Member isinterested he could go back and recalculate the figures.

Mr. Valley: All | am asking, Madam Speaker, is if the Member could simply
give us the base figures. We can do the calculations but the figures the Member is
guoting seem to be way off. We want to ensure that at least she is acquainted with
what sheisdoing.

MissH. Bhaggan: If the Member wants | could give them to him afterwards,
but he knows very well where to get the figures.

Mr. Bereaux: Madam Speaker, on a point of order. Since the Member is
quoting from the Review of the Economy in respect of natural gas, at the end of
1994, local production of 7,452 million cubic metres; in 1993, it was 7,018
million cubic metres, so it could not be lower, it was more. Her figure isincorrect.

Miss H. Bhaggan: Madam Speaker, | am looking at the base years, 1991.
They could go to the back of the book to see the figures.

We are looking at consumer prices. In 1991 it was 3.8 per cent and in 1994 it
was 10.1 per cent. In terms of annual weekly earnings, there has been a decline,
with a negative in 1991 of 0.1 and in 1994 a minus of 2.9 per cent.
Unemployment rate—we have had a positive of .4 per cent. Current account
balance, a reduction by 40.6 per cent. Overall deficit, we have had an increase of
63.6 per cent. Public debt, an increase by 50.6 per cent. Interest rates, in terms of
term loans, an increase by 27.5 per cent.

The Government has also looked at domestic agriculture. In the Review of the
Economy it is mentioned that we had an increase in the production of beef of 16.6
per cent. When we read further we see that there was aso a contraction in the
dairy industry by 1.8 per cent, and one of the points that were being made was
that this was due to the poor marketing arrangement and the high cost of feed.

While these were some of the factors which led to the downturn in the dairy
industry, one of the points | want to make with respect to the relationship between
the increase in beef production and the reduction in the dairy industry overall, has
to do with the fact that many of these farmers are not being paid their subsidies
and as such are forced to convert their dairy produce and their dairy stock to beef
cattle to get money to pay their debts and to pay their workers on their farms. |
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have met with dairy farmers myself and this is one of the positions | got from
them.

We have aso had a position of paddy falling by 24.3 per cent and it was said
that a grading system is being introduced which would ensure that rice production
becomes more efficient and competitive. | want to ask this Government how it
intends to make the rice industry more competitive, when in fact the social and
physical infrastructure is not in place to deal with that situation. Grading of paddy
Is not going to help the rice industry become competitive, especially with the
liberalization policies of this Government.

We aso looked at the poultry industry. We have seen in the Review of the
Economy again, the production of broilers has declined. Again, | know this has to
do with the fact that at many of these poultry farms there is alack of water for the
chickens; there is costly input; there are oppressive contract arrangements
between the processors and the farmers, and, of course, on many occasions,
flooding has resulted in many farms being destroyed.

At the level of fishing, the fishermen are very much concerned that they are
paying a5 per cent road tax, yet they are using their boats on the sea. Thereis no
kind of return for the fishermen. As a matter of fact, | had a meeting with
fishermen from the Orange Valley area—I believe that you, Madam Speaker,
would have met them at some point—there are very few facilities for the
fishermen and the trawlersin that area.

When we look at liberalization therefore, we have a situation where many of
our industries are going to be wiped out and agriculture especialy is going to be
affected.

In terms of construction, in the Review of the Economy again, there was an
attempt to link the increase in the production of cement and increasing activity in
the construction sector. At the same time one would have seen that most of the
cement is exported to the Caribbean islands. So instead of the construction sector
moving up in Trinidad and Tobago using our cement, we have been exporting our
cement to the Caribbean islands, because in the rest of the Caribbean the
construction sector has been booming.

When | compared the figures once more, | saw that in the second quarter of
1991 there were 46,900 jobs in construction. When | looked at the figures
appearing in the Review of the Economy, | saw that 46,500 people were employed
in the construction sector. What we have basically is 400 jobs fewer in 1994 than
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there were in 1991. All this talk about the construction sector being stimulated,
really, isonly propaganda from the other side.

There is another view in the Review of the Economy. | quote from page 28:

"The continuing high liquidity in the system and the overall reduction in
the level of credit to the private sector, in the face of the projected growth in
the economy, indicate that a significant proportion of business transactions are
being financed by means other than bank credit.”

The question here is: Where is the money coming from within this sector? If we
are saying that these business transactions are being financed by means other than
bank credit, well 1 believe it is the responsibility of this Government and the
Central Bank to find out where these funds are coming from. For instance, isthere
a flourishing underground economy in this country? Why is it that within the
formal system we have an excess of credit, while at the same time we are saying
that there is activity which is being financed by external or other sources? That is
a question | want to put to this Government, as to where this extra money is
coming from; and | am calling on this Government to do an investigation to find
that out.

Let us look at the business levy. Most people are against the imposition of a
business levy. While | could understand the need to earn revenue by this
Government, in the face of heavy liberalization policies we have a responsibility
to ensure that it would facilitate the development of the private sector to the extent
that it can compete properly in the global economy.

When one looks at the developed countries, especially in the context of what
this budget is all about, one would appreciate that we are now going to be
competing head-on with the companies within those developed countries. As
such, as a developing country, we have to ensure—as | said, we have to create a
level playing field, yes, but we must protect our businesses.

| was very concerned to see that the self-employed and sole traders would also
be subject to this levy. | would have expected this Government to pay attention to
the small sector, because what could happen in the medium term and long term is
that the small and medium-sized businesses are severely affected by this
particular levy. As such, what the Government should have done is to ensure that
it categorizes the various businesses in terms of their size, if they want to impose
alevy, and exempt small businesses, self-employed people and sole traders from
thislevy. Theimposition is going to create further unemployment.
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In the light of the fact that we have a very high rate of unemployment, |
believe that it is our responsibility as a country to ensure that we provide
incentives to help our unemployed to create employment for themselves. That is
particularly important from the point of view that we are reducing the role of the
State and we are reforming the public sector; and so, the kind of employment
levels which were there previously, would no longer be applicable and available.

Coming to this whole question of VAT: The Government has said that it is
now going to lower the ceiling with respect to those businesses which would not
qualify under the VAT system. Thisis a backward step. It is regressive. Right now
there are many small businesses which are complaining about the fact that they
are classified as commercia enterprises because they pay VAT at the commercial
rates. They are unable to pay the water and other utility rates. The Government
running these small businesses out of business.

Therefore the Government can no longer say that because it wants to collect
money, and to spread the taxation evenly, it would just impose VAT and lower that
ceiling. | believe that that is a backward step in view of the fact that the cost of
operation to a smaller company or a small business is usually much higher
because the access to credit is limited. They cannot even negotiate the rates
properly, and the kind of competitive advantage a large company would have, the
small businesses do not have. We have to be sensitive to that.

| am particularly concerned that this Government recently had a symposium
where it stood up and spoke to small business people; there were al kinds of
policies and programmes being touted and yet it presented a budget which goes
against small business.

3.05p.m.

We are also looking at the tax on insurance premiums. While again, | could
appreciate the need to raise revenue, the point is, in the new classification of the
poverty line and those who are poor, there is a group called the "new poor”. What
we have discovered is that within the "new poor", there are many people who
were formerly middle-class, who had mortgages, and as such thistax on insurance
premiums would relate a lot to the house owner.

Thisisafurther burden on what is called the "new poor"”, and the middle-class
strata in our society, who have been suffering the heaviest burdens. It is in that
category the public servants fall in terms of the kind of living increases, and at the
same time their salaries and so forth remain static. The owners of trawlers have
complained about the $18,000 premium on ther trawling equipment, and to
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Impose this 6 per cent on their premium, again would further send them down the
drain.

This budget is anti-small people, it is anti-small business. | believe that this
Government must rethink its position when it comes to collecting revenue and at
the same time forcing people out of business.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, we are having a bit of a problem with the
P.A. System; Mr. Scoon is on his way to check it. Would you like to use another
position?

Miss Nicholson: The other oneison.
Madam Speaker: All right, proceed.
Mr. Sudama: That one cannot be removed. This is sabotage.

Madam Speaker: Would you like to come to the front to use the Member for
Couva South’s position.

Miss Bhaggan: Madam Speaker, | thank you very much, but you are aware
that | belong to the Back Bench.

Madam Speaker: No, it isaquestion of convenience so that the House could
appreciate your contribution.

Miss Bhaggan: Weéll, in that case | would like my constituency card to be
removed to that position.

Madam Speaker: Temporarily, yes. [Interruption] One moment, one
moment. | think in order to get the mechanics in place let us just suspend the
sitting for 10 minutes.

3.08 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
3.25 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Miss H. Bhaggan: Madam Speaker, | was at the point of looking at the
whole guestion of yachting services. The Minister spoke of the need to streamline
the tax regime, yet he has decided to zero-rate the repair of yachts and pleasure
craft. While this may be a useful measure, | find it to be cumbersome. In the first
place, how would it be administered? What controls would be placed to ensure
that thisfacility is granted in afair manner and that the target group would benefit
from it? | suspect that in the administration of such an exemption there would be
much room for manipulation. We Trinidadians are aso called "Trickidadians';
and | believe that we would be able to abuse this particular facility. If the Minister
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IS serious about streamlining the tax regime, | do not believe that this measure
would help in that process.

At the same time, Government spoke about measures designed to provide
relief for householders. While we may welcome them, | cannot see that having
any real benefits for the people, because for the past 10 years the citizens of this
country have been reeling under the impact of rising prices and lowering of
incomes under structural adjustment. While this may provide some relief, it would
not provide the kind of impact that the Government desired, especially since the
poverty levels have increased and the middle class, in particular, has been
affected.

Terminal benefits: While these may be useful, it al boils down to how they
are administered. In a situation where there is no union, workers are not able to
enforce certain provisions, and so the Ministry of Labour has to ensure that there
is machinery in place where workers who are not unionized or workers who are
working in a private sector company where the operations are not streamlined
enough, would be able to access the Ministry of Labour to get assistance.

| had to deal with a few of my constituents who have worked al their lives
with certain private companies and at the point of retirement they are not being
given anything in terms of gratuity or any other kind of benefits. Quite often |
have had to intervene and try to get assistance for them, sometimes through the
Ministry of Labour and, at times, legal assistance. | find that to be quite onerous.

Recently, two workers were killed in a quarry and the owner of the quarry
refused to pay any kind of compensation or to help their relatives. That matter is
now before the court. There is a case where an old gentleman was working on an
estate throughout his life. The owner of the estate is a lawyer, and the old man is
being defrauded, not being given the kind of benefits he is supposed to get as a
retired person. Because his former employer knows the lawv—and the lawyers—
unfortunately, this poor gentleman has not been able to get any kind of benefits.

| have referred the matter to the Ministry of Labour and | am hoping that he
would have some kind of recourse. When we speak about benefits, one of the
guestions we have to ask ourselvesis. What machinery is there for the citizensto
benefit? If there would be a benefit, there must be a system in place so that the
target group could benefit.

| listened to the Minister of Socia Development, the Member for
Barataria/San Juan, and | have found that she has very good programmes in her
ministry. But | would like to know whether there is the machinery in place to
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implement those programmes. In my own experience, | have found that with
respect to socia welfare, while that may be a very useful programme,
implementation is very weak in terms of turnaround time, access to officers,
manpower available to help citizens, and so forth.

All programmes and measures, the first thing is, yes, put them in the budget
and see how much money can be provided or how the Government wants to help
in terms of providing facilities for citizens, but the situation has to be analyzed.
The Government must ask itself whether a particular measure would be
implementable and what other facilities must be in place to make sure that it
works.

| turn now to the Unit Trust. We all know that the Unit Trust was built on the
premise that it is an ingtitution for the poor man. In the context of liberalization,
the Government may want to streamline certain financial institutions and the
various facilities which are available, and provide a level playing field. But the
point is, the Unit Trust is something which we did not expect the Government to
touch because the small savers are the persons who access the facilities of the
Unit Trust.

The measure in this budget with respect to taxing the distribution of the
income of the second unit scheme may have been as a result of the Government’s
falling to the demands of lobbyists within the financia sector. We have to ask
whether this is not a heartless measure, especially in these times when surplus
cash would be available.

The small person should be encouraged to save. This is useful because right
now there are Play Whe, Lotto and all those other kinds of gambling schemes—
no matter what they are called, they are methods of gambling—so the small man,
instead of investing in units and trying to create certain investment within the
economy, would gamble and try to get to the million dollars or whatever the case
might be. This will push some of the small people into the gambling arena and,
so, whatever surplus they would have had would not be allocated to savings.

The Government should ensure that the facilitation is there for the small
person to be encouraged to save and not be discouraged. This particular measure
with respect to taxing the Unit Trust scheme means that the small person would
not have an incentive to further invest in units.

Returning nationals: In principle, that sounds good. But what we have to ask
Is: Why did the nationals leave in the first place? What were the push factors?
The push factors were a heavy crime rate, unemployment, lack of opportunities,
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the breakdown in socia and physical infrastructure, and the educational system.
We have to ask whether those push factors have been alleviated and, as such,
what other measures can be put in place to attract our nationals. | do not believe
that in this whole drive to regain a brain, allowing a certain amount of money and
acar would bring back a national to this country.

Also, on the question of how many household articles they can bring back, |
do not believe that is relevant to this issue. While that may be useful, | do not
think that that measure would serve in any great way to attract our nationals to
return, especially when they compare their standard of living in those developed
countries with what obtains in Trinidad and Tobago.

3.35p.m.

For instance those who lived in the flood-prone districts and would have left
because of that, would they return? The situation has not been improved, and as
such, | do not believe they are going to return to Trinidad and Tobago with their
lovely cars and furniture and everything else, when every time there are a few
showers their home will be flooded. That is aso another critical issue. At the
same time, let us assume that some of these nationals decide to return. The
guestion is, how are we going to implement this programme and avoid various
forms of corruption?

If anational comes back and he or she says, "Look, | am going to stay for two
months,” and then suddenly decides, "1 want to go back," what kind of regulations
or systems are in place to safeguard against that? With the carsthere are licensing
arrangements and other ways to deal with them, but how are we going to be able
to stop someone from selling all their household furniture and other personal
effects and going back to live abroad?

| am not saying we should stop them, but there has to be some kind of control.
Is there going to be a register? Is there going to be somebody checking on these
nationals? How is it going to be implemented? Once more the question of
implementation is extremely important with respect to having people bring things
into the country and not pay whatever taxes are due.

Alimony: Again, that sounds useful from a public relations point of view, but
when you divide $1,200 per child by 365 days, what you are saying is that a
spouse has a tax-free allowance, if you want to cal it that, or an exemption, of
$3.33 per day for a child. Now can achild be fed, clothed and educated on $3.33 a
day? Madam Speaker, we have to look at that in the context of what it does in
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terms of a daily allowance, therefore, it is not sufficient. Secondly, | want to ask
this Government: How many spouses fall within this category?

| do not want to say women only, because | suspect men fall into this too—
how many spouses, mates, or whoever, would fall under this measure? | also
want to ask the Members on the other side whether they are aware of the chaos
and confusion which now exists with respect to people trying to access the
alimony payments on aweekly or monthly basis.

Interestingly, about two weeks ago, three women came to me to complain
about a situation at the Chaguanas Magistrates’ Court. They said they have to go
every week—some of them get about $65 a week for a child—and warrants are
not being served; they cannot find the husband, or spouse; and many children are
going hungry because there is no machinery to enforce the payments which the
court may have awarded. Reports are that there is atotal breakdown of this whole
system.

This allowance, | am saying, is a good thing, though | think it is very low; but
it will help. The point, therefore, is how it is going to be enforced so that those
persons will benefit from it. Efficient machinery should be put in place to ensure
that the beneficiaries get what is theirs. | have first-hand information that right
now the system has broken down. There is chaos at the various courthouses and
police stations and with all the other people involved in this particular exercise. We
do not have a proper system to ensure that the spouses and children benefit from it.
How does the Government ensure that the system works?

In respect of WASA—and as | said, | am on the measures in the budget—this
Government has said it is alocating $50 million to emergency repairs on lines for
the next three months. It went on to say that it is going to have a mans
replacement programme of $390 million, beginning in 1995. So, in effect, it is
placing $440 million in the hands of the existing managers at WASA. Now, | do
not have a problem with that, but | recal, quite vividly, that some time ago the
hon. Prime Minister, on his return from atrip abroad, at the airport, | believe, said
that the management at WASA somehow had fallen short of their performance so
the Government was bringing individuals or a company, or whoever, to have what
is called "a management contract” at WASA. [ Interruption]

Miss Nicholson: Do not bother with him. This Government is under pressure
with that.

Miss H. Bhaggan: | put this question to the Government: If it is saying that
the managers were not performing up to standard, why is it putting $440 million
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of taxpayers' money into WASA to clean up the place, and then to ensure that the
new private operator comes on board? What is Government doing? Are the
managers performing or not? If the Government could implement a programme
worth $440 million, why is it that other kinds of programmes cannot be
implemented within WASA to make sure that the utility is brought up to standard?
Thereisacontradiction here.

It seems that the real reason behind this proposed investment in WASA is to
prepare it for privatization, as most people in this country suspect, because the
argument does not hold. We are, therefore, asking this Government to explain
why it is putting $440 million of taxpayers’ money into a utility when it is saying
that it is going to replace the managers and bring in new managers from a foreign
country.

Mr. Mottley: Madam Speaker, | thank the Member for Chaguanas for giving
way. Just a quick explanation, which is that the us $7.5 million is flowing into
WASA between now and April, but the other financiers will not advance the
money until WASA is cleaned up and different kinds of management systems are
put in place. So what you are seeing is a forecast of what is going to happen in
1995, but from April onwards it is expected that the new management will be put
in place.

Miss H. Bhaggan: | take the point, Madam Speaker, but it still does not
answer the question, and that is, if the Government is bringing in new managers,
are we being told that $440 million will not be utilized under the present
management? Isthat what the Minister is saying?

Mr. Mottley: The $7.5 million will be used to upgrade. Emergency.

Miss H. Bhaggan: According to the information in the budget speech $50
million will go towards emergency repairs in the next three months; $390 million
at the beginning of 1995 and after that, from April 1995, the new private operator
will come on board. So based on the wording of that budget, the impression | got
was that this $440 million is going to be spent prior to these people coming on
board. Is the Minister saying thisis going to be spent after they come on board?

Mr. Mottley: From April.
MissH. Bhaggan: | accept the Minister’s explanation.

Madam Spesaker, on the question of divestment, again, this is a much touted
discussion and debate. We have not really been able to agree on the methodology
being applied by this Government, especially as we have had such great debates
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between the last government and this one; and the positions that the PNM took
while they were in Opposition.

Miss Nicholson: They are changing every day.

Miss H. Bhaggan: One of the things | am concerned about is the fact that
there seem to be some cases where this Government has actualy sold off the
enterprises or companies and kept the debt. So taxpayers of this country, the
present and future generations, are now mortgaged. It is like you or | having a
mortgage for, say, $500,000; deciding to sell the house for $100,000, but still
having the debt of $400,000 to repay, despite the fact that | am not living in the
house.

| do not understand the logic of this. In the selling-off of this particular
enterprise, there ought to have been some better arrangement. This Government is
saddling the people of this country with debt while, at the same time, the foreign
Investors or whoever, are reaping the cream of the profitsin this country. We have
to be very careful of that. If those Members were sitting on this side and another
government was there, you would have heard the kind of speeches they were
going to make.

All 1 am saying is, it does not make sense. If the Government is going to sell
off aparticular company or enterprise, what it is doing, therefore, isjust collecting
taxes on the income. It does not share in the profits, and as such the overal
revenue to the country is reduced.

So whatever deals are made must be in such a way that the population of this
country benefits. | cannot see how they will benefit if you are telling me you are
going to sell off companies and at the same time we as citizens and taxpayers of
this country have to continue to pay the debt. It does not make sense.

3.45p.m.

On the other question—I, myself, was quite impressed that there was going to
be a human resource development programme, especially in heavy industry, and
so forth. But | recall at a very early stage of my entry in this House, one of the
things | felt ought to be done at that time was a comprehensive human resource
development programme and policy.

Over the past couple of days, in trying to do some research | decided to list the
various ingtitutions in this country which are involved in some form of human
resource development. | came across 23 of them.
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We are looking at YTEPP (Youth Training and Employment Partnership
Programme); National Apprenticeship Scheme; Civilian Conservation Corps—of
course | ask the other side if there is any here which is defunct to tell me so—
Metal Industries Company; Ministry of Health, the Management Development
and Training section; Technical Vocational aspect in al the schools in this
country; San Fernando Technical Institute; John Donaldson Technical Institute;
Point Fortin Vocational Centre.

There are aso the Management Development Centre; Hospitality Institute; the
Chatham Y outh Camp; Chaguaramas Y outh Camp; Presto Praesto Y outh Camp;
El Dorado Y outh Camp; Human Resource Devel opment within the public service;
National Youth Development and Apprenticeship Centre; Hotel School; Post
Primary Centres which, | understand, are going to be built out of divestment
funds; Ingtitute of Agriculture and Forestry; National Institute of Higher
Education; Youth Agricultural Credit and Training Programme; Caribbean
Fisheries Training and Devel opment Institute.

The first question is: Has this Government done a study of the manpower
needs of this country in terms of what kind of skills we require now, in the
medium-term and the long-term? If it is going to embark on all these programmes
which have been there traditionally and, in addition to that, put forward $90
million towards another heavy industries training programme, then there must
have to be some kind of coherence, some integration, some kind of method in this
madness.

When | look at it, | want to ask the question: How is this related to the
education plan that the Member for St. Joseph is developing in his ministry? Is
there any kind of link here? What role does the Ministry of Planning and
Development play in this whole thing? What kind of fundamental study has been
done? Because you have to study this economy and see where the growth areas
are, who are the investors coming in, which industries are being developed. And,
based on those kinds of parameters—there are many more—you have to decide
what areas of knowledge and skills you want to develop and then decide how you
are going to implement this.

In the first place, you have got to ask yourself: What is going to be the
relationship between the normal school, in terms of pre-school, primary,
secondary, tertiary, and all these various programmes which are in place? My
suspicion is that there is a lot of overlapping and waste. What kind of evaluation
is done to ensure that there are concrete results from all these programmes? It is
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not a question of just inputting or spending millions of dollars on programmes.
The question now is: What are the results? How many persons have come out
with skills? Also, how many persons who have come out with skills are
meaningfully employed or occupied?

So the final evaluation mechanism that must be put in place is whether we are
getting the returns for the input into these programmes to the tune of the millions
of taxpayers’ dollars. The returns must be concrete.

There are people who may think that this is a soft area and as such you cannot
have evaluation mechanisms, and so forth. But management has advanced much
further, and there are clear tools in every area of management, and you would be
able to measure these programmes in terms of their output. And if you want to
introduce that programme, it has to be as part of an integrated whole. | have
always said in this House that we have to ensure that we adopt a holistic approach
to development, especialy of our human resource.

Those are some of my comments on the measures in the budget. There are a
few recommendations | want to make.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [ Miss P. Nicholson]

Question put and agreed to.

Miss. H. Bhaggan: Thank you, Madam Speaker. | am indebted to hon.
Members also. One of the criticisms | have made of budgets is the way in which
they are done. All 36 of us are elected Members of Parliament and when we speak
here, wereally are the voice of our constituents, and as such, the voice of Trinidad
and Tobago. | really would like to see the day when this Government or any other
government would be able to consult the people’s representatives in the
formulation of the budget. | am aware that the local government authorities do
have some inputs.

| am recommending to this Government and to this Parliament that Members
of Parliament must have some discussions with those who formulate the budget
because there are priority areas in our constituencies which must be addressed
under the development programme.

When you have a Minister of Finance and his team sitting within his ministry
and speaking to people within his ministry, that is fine, but | do not believe that
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this process is able to address the real issues facing us. That is why we can have a
situation of flooding for all these 20 years or so, with really no kind of priority
being given to it. We are having inputs but no real results with respect to dealing
with the problem. Later on | will speak about some of my own problems; | expect
that this Government would give a hearing to them.

The second point has to do with the fact that most of the people in this country
are taxpayers, and whatever moneys are being expended in this budget belong to
the people of this country. Therefore the various distributions and allocations of
project and funding must be done in such away that there is equity.

One of the problems we have had has to do, again, with the Unemployment
Relief Programme. Unemployment is a problem throughout this country, yet there
are certain constituencies which are not getting their fair due. | have seen in the
development programme, the construction of community centres. | do not know
about any centre in my constituency; | do not know how many Members of this
House know about their constituencies.

| would have expected, as a matter of courtesy, before the Ministry of
Community Development developed that programme, at least the Members of
Parliament would have had an input into that. Because there are some village
councils which are not functioning. There may be four people in it. Then there
may be another place where the community is much more vibrant. As the Member
of Parliament you might be able to make a recommendation, and therefore, the
taxpayers money would be spent properly. We want to make sure that there is
value for taxpayers money in this country.

Recreational facilities in many parts of this country are in a very poor state,
yet there is no kind of real development taking place.

Street lighting—especially in the rural areas, there are no street lights and
women, in particular, are being mugged and attacked every day. There is a
particular walkover in my constituency and within the past two weeks three
women were attacked in that area because there is no street light there. Women
are coming from work late at night; they are going early in the morning to catch a
taxi to be able to get out of the traffic jam, and so on.

So the streetlighting problem is areal one. It may sound very frivolous in the
House because that is really supposed to be a local government matter, but it
affects people. We are therefore saying to this Government that Members of
Parliament must have a say with respect to what kinds of projects are being
brought on stream in the budget.
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Then the question of alocations to ministries. Every year there are all kinds of
alocations to ministries, but there is always a sting in the tail, because at the end
of the year you would realize that there is a shortfall, and so you end up spending,
perhaps, on personnel and so on, but you do not get money for goods and
services, so you do not get the quality of life improved. If you have alocated
moneys for a ministry, we are saying you would have used whatever arguments to
be able to put those moneys there or make those allocations, and as such we are
saying it should become aredlity.

3.55 p.m.

In terms of the actual budget, we are saying that the business levy, especialy
on small and medium-sized businesses, should be removed, totally. The existing
ceiling for qualification of VAT should remain as it is. As regards the tax on
insurance premiums, while the idea of a fund is useful, | believe it should be
operated differently. What we should have had is a kind of paralel between the
deposit insurance scheme—where the levy is made on the insurance companies—
and a specia fund; and in cases where companies are defaulting or victims are not
being compensated, those victims would be able to get money from this fund
through determination of their cases by the Supervisor of Insurance.

We are also saying that the 15 per cent tax on the unit scheme should be
removed because that is a disincentive to the small saver. As | said, especialy in
light of the fact that gambling games have started up in this country, many people
are seeing the evils of this particular programme. Therefore, we want the small
saver to stop spending surplus money on gambling and put it instead into a more
productive area.

Under the Human Resource Development Programme, | am saying that there
must be a comprehensive study to forecast our manpower needs, and also to look
at our present requirements. We must develop a comprehensive human resource
development policy and we are saying that the Ministry of Education should be
renamed. All programmes dealing with the development of our human resources
should be brought under the umbrella of this ministry so there can be a proper
integration in the devel opment process.

We should also look at our curriculum. If we are moving into a globalized
economy and want to compete with the developed countries, it means, therefore,
that we have to ensure that the school curriculum is so developed that it provides
a foundation for our students. If, for instance, we want to send our young people
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to be trained in heavy industry, they must have a foundation. That foundation
starts at the level of pre-school, primary, secondary and in some cases, tertiary.

Also, there are many development ingtitutions in this country such as the
Small Business Development Corporation, Institute of Marine Affairs and so
forth. Again, with the Human Resource Development Programme, there must be
linkages, because al these various developmental institutions must be able to
provide support for this human resource development activity or thrust.

In terms of employment creation, there are many ideas floating around. As a
matter of fact, | recal the hon. Prime Minister waving a document he referred to
as a blueprint to create jobs. | want to provide avery simple idea. It hasto do with
creating indigenous economic enterprises. | believe that instead of having some
women get a "10 days" to sit in a school and do nothing—I can testify to that and
get more people to speak to the Minister and et him know this—the Government
can take the same money and help them with start-up capital.

For instance, if one looks at the Caribbean today, one sees that there are
higglers, hucksters and traders. We may not redlize that they are part of the
informal economy, but they, in particular women, are looking after themselves;
they have to hustle for aliving, and quite often they do not have the credit facility
available to them to expand their trade to buy in bulk, which would enable them
to take advantage of quantity discounts. So instead of wasting this money, if the
Government wants to help unemployed people, it can give small grants and have
an overseeing programme with respect to training them in terms of marketing,
selling, record keeping and so forth.

We can train our people at the grass-roots level to manage themselves much
better. For instance, there are many people who are selling as small traders. They
do not really understand that when they buy something for $5 and sell it for $10,
it isonly $5 profit. They believe that the $10 is sale and may spend the entire $10
and so they have to look for capital again.

Those of us who are a bit more literate may think this is illogical, but in my
own interaction with people who | deal with at the grass-roots level, | have found
that sometimes they may make a sale and they spend all the money, forgetting
that they need to have some additional money to replenish their stock. A simple
thing like that.

If the Government wants to help unemployed people, it should give small
grants. | know, for instance, that in India, there is a cooperative movement where
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many women get themselves involved in grass-roots enterprises and are really
sustaining themselves. There are millions of women involved in this.

If the Government really wants to centralize training and development, and go
into sophisticated development, that is useful, but there is a generation of people
who will not be absorbed into that kind of programme. Therefore, we have to find
ways to help them. If it means that we are to help them with trading—because
with globalization, liberalization and so forth, trade would be where one can
easily bring items in a suitcase, taxes are paid and one is able to trade. That
happens now all over the Caribbean.

| am saying that the small people must be given assistance to finance
themselves. Secondly, we should train them so they would know how to do this as
area business.

My vision is to see many of our grass-roots people move from the position of
buying and selling in small quantities to setting up bigger businesses. | think we
can do that by giving them the confidence that they can do it at the small level
first.

We are bringing all these fast-food companies into this country. In the first
place | am a bit scared about that—I believe another Member made that point
yesterday. Many of our indigenous food outlets will have to close down because
what we are really doing is developing a taste for the fad foods of the Western
countries. In fact, those of us who have studied the development in these
developed countries would recognize that even many heath problems are
associated with these very fattening foods; the cholesterol levels and so forth. Our
local foods are more heal thful.

What we now have to do is to find ways to once more re-cultivate the taste of
our people to go for our indigenous foods. We must deliberately create linkages
with the food industry and the producers of food.

When, for instance, McDonad's or Kentucky is brought to this country, |
think some agreement can be made with these companies. For instance, if the
company is going to provide chicken, there should be a linkage between these
outlets and our poultry farmers. They must have a market for their produce. If one
Is looking at cole slaw, our farmers who produce cabbage should have access to
these various companies.

If K-Mart is going to be brought here, and all sorts of products are going to be
introduced, this must be a linkage with our garment industry and this very large
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company. We cannot have a situation being created where Trinidad and Tobago
becomes an extension of the us market. That is going to be the net effect of what
IS happening with respect to these liberalization policies. We have to facilitate our
local entrepreneurs and farmers by providing some kind of protection. There must
be terms and conditions under which these people can comein.

As | said earlier, in al these developed countries—even the G7 countries—
they are looking for ways and means to ensure that their local enterprises have
some measure of protection. As a small developing country, we cannot pretend
that we are big. And if the pieces of legislation required to protect our industries,
citizens and taxpayers are not in place, it means that our economy would be
flattened. If we are speaking about alevel playing field, of course, all of uswould
be level and our industries would be flat on the ground; our farmers would be flat
on the ground.

This Government, therefore, has a responsibility to ensure that this situation
does not apply to Trinidad and Tobago. Right now we are in a serious position
with respect to unemployment, poverty, and the breakdown of our social and
physical infrastructure.

4.05 p.m.

When one listens to the other side one gets the impression that everything is
fine, it is utopia, but out there redlity is different. Some of the Members,
especialy the Members for Laventille West and Laventille East/Morvant would
appreciate what | am saying. There is much hardship out there. Despite the
propaganda being spread by the Government | want to make it very clear that it
cannot be irresponsible to the extent where it is not putting things in place to
safeguard our citizens.

If it does not provide aternatives for them and ensure that the economy is
developed in such a way that the people can find jobs, and create jobs for
themselves, then there is no hope for us. Let us understand that we have gone
through an oil boom and despite that, we are faced with a situation where this
country is among one of the worst in the Caribbean, whether we admit it or not.

The other Caribbean countries do not have oil and we do. But, we have not
been able to improve the living conditions of our people; our human state is at a
position now where things are not going well for us, despite all the propaganda. |
am not saying that under this new Government that they have not made certain
strides. But | want to tell them that a lot of the strides that they have made came
from the previous Government.
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| ask this Government to tell us what new initiatives it has brought into this
term of office. For instance, | have had discussions with the Member for Tobago
West. Many of those projects were incubated under the Member for Tobago West
when she was the Minister and now the Minister of Housing is getting kudos for
them. We have to be very careful about the kind of propaganda we spread and
about the kinds of positions we take.

Also, | am happy that thereisthis socia safety net. | believein asocial market
economy. | believe that if we must pursue a market oriented economy, it must be
socialy oriented; therefore, a social market economy is what | would propose. A
social safety net is integral to such an economy. As | did before, | call upon this
Government to ensure that the machinery is in place to ensure that the people to
whom these things are directed receive them.

Y ou cannot have a situation where you say you have $1.1 hillion towards the
poor, depressed and the marginal groups in this country, yet as much as half of
that goes into administration, and into bottlenecks and overlapping. The
Government should ensure that there is an efficient delivery, that most of that
funding will reach the people whom it is supposed to reach.

We have to be very careful about reviewing those programmes. | mentioned in
my last budget contribution and | want to say it again. There are many people now
who are really unemployed. Things are really rough with them. Some of the field
workers at the Social Welfare Divison would tell them, “You are young and
strong, you should find a job.”

People come to Members of Parliament in tears. It is not because they have
not tried to find a job; the point is that when these people cannot send their
children to school, they cannot buy food for them, they cannot pay their utility
bills, they become very frustrated. We have to establish a programme or some
kind of facility where we could provide temporary relief and not have these poor
people hassled simply because they happen to have a house.

On many occasions poor people come to me and say that the social welfare
officer visited them and told them that they have an extra room, they should rent
that room out to somebody, and would ask why it is they are coming to ask
Government for public assistance. Many of these officers also are not sensitive to
what is happening; and, culture, too, creates problems.

For instance, there might be an old lady in a house; she is told she has aroom,
why not rent it? Every one of us knows the crime problem in our country is a
serious one. No one knows what kind of danger this old person is going to be
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exposed to. The Government has got to ensure that those persons who are dealing
with this kind of programme are trained to be more sensitive to the target group
which they are administering.

| was impressed with the programme that the Member for Barataria/San Juan
mentioned, but, my main concern is whether, for instance, when people apply
there is a quick turnaround time; that when the evaluation is done those who are
supposed to receive benefits actually receive them; that when the monthend
comes people’'s cheques are available. Those are the kinds of things we want—
delivery of the services that the hon. Member spoke about.

Also, the Government needs to ensure that it does not have continuous
anarchy at the level of planning. As | mentioned under the human resources
development aspect, | have found too much hodgepodge going on there. They do
not have a comprehensive approach, an integral and a holistic approach, and | am
calling on this Government to stop throwing money down the drain and try to be
more efficient in the way it spends taxpayers money.

| want to spend a few minutes talking about my constituency. Yesterday a
Member of this House said that | sit on highways, and | go in trucks to survey
flood victims. One thing | want to make very clear: | know that | have been
elected to this House to represent my constituents and at the same time to make a
contribution to this Parliament in terms of formulating legidation. | take my duty
very serioudly.

Members of this House would remember that | have raised issues with respect
to problems in my constituency. | have met with the various Ministers on matters
that affect my constituents. | have moved motions, filed questions and | have led
delegations.

| do everything within the law and within the parliamentary system to
represent my constituents but, at the same time if those systems fail, | want to
make it very clear that | am going to go out there and try to mobilize my
constituents to get the best for them. If they are flooded out | would go in atruck
to look for them, or I would walk in the polluted waters to see how they are
faring. Other Members of Parliament should follow my example instead of trying
to bring down Members who are trying to do their job.

With respect to my blocking the highway, | know | broke the law and | stood
the consequences of that. Anyone who breaks the law and who is standing before
the law must be able to defend himself and stand the consequences. | make that
very clear. | do not believe in making the Judiciary into a mockery.
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| am very happy that the Member for Toco/Manzanilla agrees with me. He is
one of the Members on the other side whom | began to admire for a moment. He,
too, said that if the Government does not respond to his constituents, he is going
to come on this side. That is the kind of politics we want in this country, where
when our constituents are suffering, every one of us here would stand up and
speak on their behalf, represent and them.

Mr. Casimire: Madam Speaker, | would like to make a correction. The
Member has not quoted me correctly. | have never promised to go over on that
side because, there is no room for me there. | do not belong there. | would never
go there.

Miss H. Bhaggan: | take my job very seriously and | am prepared to stand
whatever consequences. | call on this Government on behalf of Chaguanas.
Chaguanas, at the local government level, is a borough—and the place isin chaos.
For instance, for years a fire station is being built. | have seen the development
programme and allocations made; | am therefore calling on this Government to
seriously implement that development programme to ensure that the Chaguanas
Fire Station is commissioned and isin proper order with al the facilities.

In the Central area severa homes have been burnt down and the residents
were not able to get any kind of assistance to save their properties and other
personal belongings. Since Chaguanas is a borough, | am caling on this
Government to deliver what it has put in that development programme and to
ensure that the Chaguanas Fire Station is commissioned.

And not only the Couva Magistrates Court has problems. The Chaguanas
Magistrates' Court, too, is atotal disaster, a mess. There is no space for people to
sit. People wait in the rain to hear their names called. There is no place for the
prisoners to stay and | know a bit about that from personal experience. Even the
Chaguanas Police Station’s toilet facilities are in a terrible condition; so too are
the cells. Both the Chaguanas Police Station and the Magistrates' Court need to be
properly developed so that we can be proud of being a borough.

| heard the Prime Minster speak about a Tunapuna Administrative Complex. |
am very happy for the people of Tunapuna. What has happened to the people of
Chaguanas? Do they know that Chaguanas is the fastest growing centre in this
country in terms of commercia business, enterprises, population and
development? It is growing.

When | look at the development programme and the allocations to the
borough corporation, | find that very little is being done with respect to upgrading
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the facilities at Chaguanas. | am therefore caling on this Government to also
develop a Chaguanas Administrative Complex where they can house the Revenue
Division, the Socia Welfare Department and the Community Development
Department.

4.15p.m.

| am particularly concerned about the Social Welfare Department. About one
year ago | moved a motion in this House. To this day, that department in
Chaguanas services about six constituencies, and the staff in that divison are
operating from a community centre. Many old and poor people have to find their
way into that community centre, where there are no facilities to try to meet the
officers. The officers are frustrated because al their files are in San Fernando and
they have to commute every day. | understand there is the question of travel
allowances not being paid. There are many problems with respect to that division.

When | spoke about implementing the social safety net, this is one of the
Issues | was speaking about. The Community Development Department is in a
building which is in a rapid state of deterioration. There are holes all over the
floor and vagrants are sleeping under the building. Recreational facilities are also
in aterrible state.

| am very happy that the Member spoke about the disabled. In this country the
various schools for the disabled are located in the north; they are centralized. We
want a system of decentralization where there can be schools for the deaf and the
blind also set up in Central. We do not have that and it is unfair.

| am calling on the Government to build another secondary school in Central
because the one there is extremely overcrowded. Students from Chaguanas have
to be sent to San Fernando, and given the situation in which most of their parents
are living, you would realize that many parents now cannot afford to send their
children to school.

| am very happy once more to have made a contribution to this particular
debate. However, | want to reiterate my position and that is that | believe in a
market-oriented economy, but | want to stress a social market-oriented economy,
where there is a healthy balance between the economics and the social aspect of
the development in our country.

Thank you.

The Minister of Worksand Transport and Minister of Local Gover nment
(Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, it is unfortunate that a rumour | read in a
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newspaper earlier this week now appears to be true: that one of the several
politica leaders of an inert political party was assisting the Member for
Chaguanas with her budget contribution. | did not believe it at the time, but | am
afraid | am now forced to do so.

The Member has referred to figures in the Review of the Economy. She has
either not read the figures properly, or has been set up by whoever did the analysis
for her, because the numbers that she used to indicate a decline in gas production,
the production of billets and so forth, are the January to September figures for
1994. This therefore represents nine months of production in 1994 and cannot be
used in any way to compare to 12-month figures for the last three years. That is
the mistake she has made. | excuse her because she has “taken basket” from an
itinerate concert ticket salesman who is not getting the job done.

Let me deal with just one number, that of natural gas production. | go to the
Review of The Economy. Page 13 states:

"By the end of 1994, local production is forecast to reach 7,452 million cubic
metres, compared to 7,080 million cubic metresin 1993."

If one does a simple calculation, one would see that the local natural gas
production is close to 400 million cubic metres more in 1994, than in 1993. That
Is a 12-month figure, as opposed to al the numbers the Member for Chaguanas
read out, which are January to September figures, nine-month figures, which have
no relevance in the context of this debate. That dispenses with that and | would
ask the Member to stop “taking basket”.

Let me go on to some other matters. Y esterday, the Member for Couva North
made some very unusua statements in the context of the argument which they
bring into this honourable House. | would start with his speech.

Page 1 states:

"They are wrongly of the impression that the role and function of
Parliament is to solve the many problems which face them from day to day."

He was speaking about the population.

"The function of Parliament is to critically examine, debate and pronounce
upon the policy and actions of the government...

| emphasize the distinction, because if we do not understand the difference
between the Government and the Parliament, then we shall never be able to
focus the responsibility for the nation's affairs where it really belongs.”
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That is a convenient argument. When the Opposition wants to blame the
Government, it says it has absolutely no responsibility for the conduct of the
nation’s affairs. Yet, when the Government brings Bills before this House, the
Opposition wants to set up committees to run the country from the back door.
This is the kind of contradiction for which this Opposition is notorious. In one
breath, it says that the Government is responsible for the conduct of the nation’s
affairs, and in the other breath, it says it must have the responsibility to monitor
and run the Government from this Parliament. That is the contradictory stance of
the Members on the other side.

| listened very carefully to the Member for Couva North as he fumbled and
bumbled through unfamiliar territory.

Mr. Sudama: For my own edification, could the Member give way? Could
the Member tell us his view on the role and function of Parliament?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, clearly the Member wants to delay me
before the tea break.

| listened very carefully to the Member for Couva North as he made his
contribution, delving into unfamiliar territory, economic policy. It is clear to me
that the Member for Couva North has stopped listening to the Member for
Oropouche, and is now “taking basket” from the Member for Caroni East. | have
listened very carefully to the contribuions of the Member for Caroni East on the
few occasions that she has spoken in this House, and her interpretation of
economic data is woefully deficient. It is clear to me that she contributed to the
contribution of the Member for Couva North.

| read again from the speech of the Member for Couva North trying to score
points on the Government. Listen to what he says:

"During the years 1985-1989 1,444 registered small and medium-sized
businesses went under."

It is only a political neophyte who would put something like that in a speech. We
were not in government in 1989; we were on that side, yet the Member for Couva
North uses that representation to score points on the Government. Most
importantly, the only people responsible for the closure of small businesses in
1986-1989, are the Member for Couva North and all those on that side. They were
in government, yet he seeks to blame us.

| have the Labour Force Bulletin from the Central Statistical Office second
quarter 1994 April to June. The Members on the other side like to quote obsolete
and irrelevant data. Let me go to the heart of the matter.



864

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Thursday, December 01, 1994
[HON. C. IMBERT]

4.25p.m.

“...the unemployment rate declined from 19.7 per cent in the first quarter of
1994 to 18.1 per cent in the 2nd quarter of 1994.” This is the official csO Labour
Force Bulletin, not the outdated first quarter figures that they like to bring into
this House. They are always outdated and obsolete, and the Member for
Oropouche iswell known for that. Back in time!

Let me go through some of the figures. Analysis of the data by industrial
groups revedls that job creation, not job loss, was greatest in the construction and
wholesale and retail trade sectors. For the construction sector, persons with jobs
increased by 24.3 per cent. Thisisin a three-month period—from 37,400 for the
first quarter 1994, to 46,500 in the second quarter, while the total number of
persons unemployed in the construction sector fell by 7.7 per cent. | am reading
from the official data.

Let me go to some other sectors. In the craft and related workers sector,
persons with jobs increased by 7.5 per cent, from 61,600 in the first quarter to
66,200 in the second quarter. Most importantly, own account workers—and for
the benefit of the Members on the other side who do not understand statistics,
they cannot interpret data, they cannot read figures—"own account workers"
means small business managers or self-employed people. Small business
managers in the wholesale and retail trade, the total unemployed component
declined by 44.3 per cent—a 44.3 per cent reduction in the unemployment rate in
the small business sector in the second quarter of 1994.

Persons with jobs increased by two per cent from 67,000 to 68,600. The net
effect of the combination of the increase in persons with jobs and the decrease in
the total unemployed was a decrease in the unemployment rate in this category by
57 per cent: from 9.4 per cent in the first quarter to 5.4 per cent in the second
guarter, and so forth. | do not have enough time before tea.

Let me just deal with arather unusual point that the Member for Couva North
made. He wanted to know how these figures are tabulated. Madam Speaker, | am
quoting:

"A comprehensive description of the survey methodology, together with other
detailed tabulations of the labour force is published in the Cssp Labour Force
Report, 1992, publication No. 76. Researchers and users of the survey data
may wish to consult the Central Statistical Office for further details.”
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| went to the €SO this morning; this is how | got this. Do you think they would
ever do that? They come here and quote bogus figures, outdated data and
irrelevant statistics.

They wanted to know how people could be in the labour force but not
receiving income. Persons who work without pay but are classified as persons
with jobs are persons who work on family farms or in family businesses without
receiving a direct income from that farm or business. That is the definition of an
employed person.

| am sure that there are many persons in the constituencies represented on the
other side, who work on family farms and in family businesses and do not receive
adirect salary, but who benefit from the income generated in that business in the
provision of living quarters, food, transportation and all the basic necessities of
life. That is “people in the labour force not receiving income” and al Members
opposite had to do was go to the cso and find out. Do not come into this House
and talk this kind of foolishness.

Allow me to make one point before the tea break. The Central Statistical
Office has been in existence in this country before 1956 and the method of
tabulating the unemployment rate, calculating the labour force, calculating the
numbers employed and unemployed has not changed. If there was a 19 per cent
unemployment rate on a certain basis in 1993, the same basis is used to calculate
the 1994 figure. If there is adecline in the 18 per cent, that isareal decline. If not,
the cso would use a different figure for the 1993 figure. But Members opposite
just do not understand.

Madam Speaker: Thesitting is suspended until 5.00 p.m.
4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
5.05 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Let me repeat the point | was making that if the Members on the other side
had taken the time to go to the Central Statistical Office, they would have been
better informed on the actua performance indicators in the labour sector in terms
of unemployment rate, the numbers employed and actually within the various
subsectors: manufacturing, the retail sector, construction sector, wholesale, small
business craft and so forth. There are detailed figures available, detailed
explanations of all of the data.

Also to assist the Member for Couva North, the way the data is presented,
Appendix |l of this cso Bulletin page 17, headed “Some Basic Concepts and



866

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Thursday, December 01, 1994
[HON. C. IMBERT]

Definitions’—which | would commend to the other side so that they would get
some minimal understanding of labour data—states:

"Of the total population 15 years old and over and covered in the survey, al
persons engaged in, or willing and able to be engaged in the production of
economic goods and services..."

That is the labour force—everyone over 15 who is involved in productive
employment, or who is willing or able to be involved. Persons with jobs in
relation to the survey are al persons who worked for pay during the period of the
survey. And as | said, let me repeat, persons who work without pay are persons on
family farms or in family businesses. | think that would clear up some of the basic
errors made by the Leader of the Opposition.

| have gone through the entire text of the speech of the Member Couva North
and apart from the gross errors in interpretation and presentation of data there is
not really much else. The Member could not have been proud of his speech, and |
do not say that facetioudly.

| noted that | received honourable mention in the speech. But | was looking at
a television programme the other night and | saw a priest who had encountered
some manifestation of the devil—dark forces—and he was being threatened by
this manifestation, and he said, “to be cursed by the devil isto be doubly blessed”.
To be criticized by the Member for Couva North is to be truly blessed. [ Laughter]
That is how | interpret that. | interpret criticism as being a compliment coming
from the other side. Yes, Madam Speaker, “to be cursed by the devil is to be
doubly blessed.”

Let me dea with some other issues raised by Members on the other side.
Today, circulated in this House was the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order,
1994 Chap. 14:01 made by the President. When one reads through this, there are
no surprises in here. The Minister of Finance was very candid in his budget
presentation, and in particular, the circulation of a document entitlted The
Measures.

One of the things | have noticed is that the Members on the other side have
difficulty in dealing with the measures in the 1995 Budget. Very few of them
have actually focused on the specific measures in this budget. The only one who
came close is the Member for Chaguanas, but unfortunately she was terribly
misled.

The Member for Couva North studiousy avoided the 1995 Budget
presentation of the Member for St. Ann's East for a total of 55 minutes. The
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Member spent 55 minutes talking about the ghosts of 30 years past. He went into
1991, 1992 and 1993, and then a brief passing reference to the 1995 Budget. No
proper discussion or analysis of the measures, and then he regressed into the
ghosts of the past, of 30 and 40 years ago.

The budget is not simply the presentation of the Minister of Finance; there are
many things that go with the budget. For example, the draft estimates of the
current expenditure for the year 1995; the development programme; the public
sector investment programme—these are al integral parts of the budget, but the
contributions on the other side have not addressed these issues at all.

| sat here yesterday and | was writing words trying to describe the
contribution, particularly of the Member for Couva North, | went through a series
of words—shallow, superficial, trivial, without substance, ideologicaly
moribund, intellectually bereft and so forth. | was just writing down—it was about
30 words, Madam Speaker—and | ran out of words.

| handed the list over to one of my colleagues and asked my colleague, "Can
you find another word to describe the superficiality of the Leader of the
Opposition's speech?’ The Member wrote one word, "panic" and that sums it up:
panic and desperation. When the Member for Couva North could speak for more
than two hours and not deal with anything mentioned in the budget presentation in
any meaningful way, panic is setting in to be sure.

Let me go to the measures because somebody has to deal with them. | will go
to page 6 of the budget speech, the section headlined “ The Domestic Economy”,
The Minister of Finance gave the very encouraging figures for economic growth,
indicated that real GbP—this is corrected to 1985 figures for the benefit of the
Members on the other side:

"Real GDPwill expand by 4 per cent in 1994."
That is atremendous accomplishment.

| have aready dealt with unemployment. The unemployment rate has dropped
from 19.5 per cent to 18.1 per cent, when one looks at the 12-month period June
1993 to June 1994. The fiscal deficit has been reduced to less than one half of a
per cent of GDP. When one considers that four or five years ago the fiscal deficit
was at the level of 3, 4, 5 per cent of GDP, it is a tremendous accomplishment to
bring down that deficit to less than one half per cent, while achieving 4 per cent
real growth.
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Look at the foreign exchange reserves. Gross internationa reserves would
amount to Us $301 million or 3.3 months of imports. That is what the Member for
St. Ann's East meant when he spoke about, "when we came into office we met an
economy in chaos." Spending was out of control. The current account was out of
balance. Foreign exchange reserves were on the decline. The Government has
stabilized all the macro-economic indicators in the economy; it has put the
economy on atrack for long-term sustainable growth.

All the economic indicators are positive, every single one—GDP,
unemployment rate, foreign exchange. The hon. Members on the other side talk
much about interest rates, but what about interest rates in Jamaica? Forty per
cent, Guyana 35 and 40 per cent. Look at Latin America, what are the interest
rates in those countries? Double digits, 30, 40. In Trinidad and Tobago our
interest rate regime has remained relatively stable over the last three years
averaging a demand rate between 15 and 16 per cent. [Interruption] That is
performance! Performance!

5.15p.m.

Look at the Guyanese dollar—$140.00 to Us $1.00. The Jamaican dollar—
over $30 to Us $1.00. Our dollar has been stable for the last eight months, the rate
has changed minimally, it has gone up and it has gone down, but it has remained
constant, at $5.93 and $5.94 and so forth. Guyana, $140; Jamaica, $30 and $33,
Trinidad and Tobago, $5.93.

The Member for Chaguanas also made the error of looking at the figures of
other Caribbean countries—I do not blame her; she was set up by some economic
advisor. She used those figures but did not index them to population size, to land
mass, to the type of economy, to GDP, balance of trade—none of these things. One
cannot look at the public debt or the foreign debt of a country like Dominica or
Montserrat with a population of less than 100,000 people—well, 12,000—I was
being charitable, less than 100,000. St. Kitts 100,000 people or less.

One cannot look at a country like that with a GbP of—I do not know how
much—3%$1 billion, it has to be somewhere around there or maybe less whereas our
GDP is $16 and $17 billion. One cannot compare public debt; it is chalk and
cheese, apples and oranges. This is the problem that | have with the Members on
the other side.

| welcome meaningful debate in this House; | welcome constructive
challenging debate, but | would ask them to come good. Interpret the data
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properly, make sensible and logical points and we can have a debate. Do not come
here with bogus, manipulated, inverted, upside-down merry-go-round statistics—
[Interruption] That is one that just goes around in acircle. That is enough on the
economy; others will speak about that.

The economic indicators are extremely positive. All the objective
commentators, without exception, have commended this Government on its
economic performance in 1994, every single one. Even some of the commentators
who would not normally support this Government. What does that mean? When
your natural opponents support your economic performance, you have to be doing
something good; you have to be.

Let me go on now to the Ministry of Works and Transport. | want to deal with
some key issues. Allow meto look briefly at the air transport sector. | am going to
go back in time, and | am going to relate it to 1994. | am talking about the air
bridge. Trinidad and Tobago has been plagued with an unreliable air bridge
operation for 20 years. When one looks at the situation in 1989, 1990, 1991 and
1992, one would see complaints about flights being cancelled, unreliability of air
transportation, between Trinidad and Tobago and so forth.

This Government has introduced a private operator on the TT domestic air
route. | have some figures and these are not bogus figures. | am looking at the
period August 1993 to November 1994. The number of passengers carried
303,000; freight 561 tons, number of flights 7,000. Let me go with an indicator
that is more readily understandable. On-time performance is measured based on a
10-minute delay. This means that the flight is considered to have departed on
time, if take-off is achieved within 10 minutes of the scheduled departure time.
The on-time performance on the air bridge over the period August 1993 to
November 1994 was 99.2 per cent.

When one examines what took place before this administration came into
office one sees that the on-time performance was below 70 per cent; some months
it was below 50 per cent; some days there were no flights at all, none whatsoever.
There are still some matters we have to deal with, because the approach of this
Government is that when you are confronted with difficulties, you do not throw
your hands up in the air and say, "Oh, | cannot take it any more." You deal with
the problem. We have ingtituted a reliable private operator on the air bridge
service; and some other matters we wish to deal with, the Member for St. Ann's
East in his capacity as Minister of Tourism is addressing in a holistic, logical and
meaningful way.
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| am certain that in the next year or two the standard of service, from a global
perspective of the air bridge service between Trinidad and Tobago would be far
better than it has ever been for the last 20 years. That is performance of this
Government.

Let uslook at the Port Authority in 1992 when we came in. The deficit on port
operations and the ferry service was approximately $60 million each. The
authority in 1992 was spending approximately $120 million more than the
revenue it earned, an average of $10 million a month. Spending $10 million more
than it earned, that was the Port Authority when we came into office. In 1993,
there was a significant improvement; a 13 per cent increase in revenue and a 28
per cent decrease in expenditure. What is the situation now?

In 1994, port operations, excluding debt servicing, have gone into credit. Port
operations are now making a profit, if one puts aside debt servicing, which is
important. One must consider al aspects of a company’s operations when one
looks at its economic performance—and debt servicing is important. The latest
figure | have is that the authority's operations in 1994 will be in balance. We have
gone from a loss position of $120 million in 1992 to a balanced economic
performance in 1994. That is performance of this Government.

5.25 p.m.

We have just put in a new, fast ferry that can make the trip between Trinidad
and Tobago in under three hours. The technology has been around for years but it
took this Government to bring, modern, innovative technology to this country.
That iswhat | consider to be performance.

Let me deal with an issue which has been raised and is subject to much public
misunderstanding and manipulation by Members on the other side. | am dealing
with the departure of airlines from Trinidad and Tobago. It is a fact that five
airlines have departed from Trinidad and Tobago over the last year or so. The
information | have is that American Airlines is upgrading its equipment from a
B727 to aB767 for the North America/Port of Spain route. | am also told that Air
Canada is increasing its flights from two flights per week to four per week. The
source of my information is the actual landings of aircraft at Piarco.

The fact is traffic remains more or less constant. If there is a demand for
passenger movement between Trinidad and Tobago and the rest of the world, the
demand remains constant or increases if there are proper systems in place.
Therefore, if five airlines leave, other airlines would come in and pick up the
dack. Look at the departure of Eastern Airlines from Trinidad and Tobago.
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Within a month, United Airlines took up the route that Eastern Airlines was
operating.

Now, United Airlines has gone and my understanding is that many other
airlines—Roya Airlines, Leisure Air, Britannia Airways—will be operating
flights from Port of Spain to Toronto. Thisis my information. Thisis an example
of the dynamics of the market. | just gave that information to the sceptics on the
other side who have no concept of reality, and especialy have no concept of the
dynamics of as complex a sector as air transportation. | am confident that
notwithstanding the departure of airlines, passenger movement would either
remain constant or increase because of the improvements that we have put in
place in operations at the airport.

Mr. Humphrey: Madam Speaker, | thank the hon. Minister for giving way.
Would he explain the concept of Piarco acting as a hub for the region?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, in due course, but let me briefly deal with
it. 1t is clear to me that the Member for St. Augustine does not have a global
perspective. If one looks at a map of the world and if one looks at airline
movements across the world one would see that there is traffic coming from
Africato North America, from South Americato North America, from Europe to
South America, from South Americato Europe and so forth.

If one looks at a map of the world one would see that the world is criss-
crossed by all these major air routes. Trinidad and Tobago is at the centre of a
number of major air routes, from Asia to North America, from Europe to South
America, from South Americato Europe and so forth.

Mr. Sudama: Madam Speaker, would the Minister give way to a question?

Hon. C. Imbert: No, Madam Speaker. If one looks at a map of the world one
would see that Trinidad and Tobago is strategically located at the crossroads of air
routes globally. If one understands anything about basic mechanics, one would
know that a hub is a pivot. It is afulcrum. It is a point around which movements
are made. If traffic is moving from east to west or from south to north, it passes
through a hub. Anyway, enough of that.

If Members had gone to Brazil they would have found out that a number of
Brazilian airlines have aready started to use Trinidad and Tobago as a cargo hub.
There has been an increase in traffic using Trinidad and Tobago as a hub for
cargo transportation. If they travelled they would have known these things, or if
they took time to read the international journals.
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Let us move on to another aspect of transportation—maxi-taxis. Only the most
uncharitable would say that this Government has not dealt decisively with the
maxi-taxi industry in its three years in office. It has dealt with the menace of the
boom boxes. Madam Speaker, when last did you hear a maxi-taxi blasting music
on itsway aong its route. This has completely disappeared.

If one looks at the approach of this Government to transportation over the
period 1992—1994, one would see that it has had a progressive approach to
reforming and improving legislation to deal with maxi-taxis. We have a so started
the first privately-operated stand on South Quay, where the stand has been handed
over to the Diego Martin/Petit Valley maxi-taxi operators for them to control it.
This is the transferring of the resources of the state to the little people of this
country.

We built a maxi-taxi stand with covered areas, with an office for the maxi-taxi
operators, concessionaire stalls so that they can earn revenue, and we handed it
over to them to operate it—a transfer of operations from the state to the little man
in this country. That is what this Government is all about. Thisis not a vaille que
vaille Government; this is not a “vaps’ Government; this is not an anti-Robin
Hood government.

It is the Government's intention to look at all maxi-taxis and taxis in Port of
Spain and create a transportation hub for all public transport on the PTSC
compound. We would be spending considerable sums of money on facilities for
maxi-taxi operators and passengers, covered areas, waiting areas, areas for
servicing vehicles, office facilities, all geared to helping the little people in this
country. So that commuters who wish to travel from Port of Spain to any part of
the country can go to a central location.

Madam Speaker, you have travelled to England. You have gone to Central
Station in London where there is a hub of al rail traffic in that part of London.
Thisiswhat we are creating on the PTSC compound.

Let me leave this point of transportation which was just a little education for
my friend the Member for Oropouche. If my hon. friend had travelled to the other
side of the world and had gone through London, he would have been aware that
England is also an aviation hub where traffic from east and west goes through
north and south using England as a hub. If one travels to the south-east Asian
region—Borneo, Java, Sumatra, Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore—the
aviation hub of that part of the world is Singapore. Singapore airport is one of the
largest airports in the world. It has one of the largest numbers of passenger
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movement and landings and take-offs of planes because it is the aviation hub of
that part of the world.

5.35p.m.

Madam Speaker, if you travel from east to west you travel through a series of
hubs. Let me go on. | was talking about Port of Spain. Let me talk about what this
Government, through the Ministry of Works and Local Government, has done to
transform Port of Spain. | speak about the Brian Lara Promenade, of which | am
truly proud. Anybody who takes time to walk through Port of Spain would see the
transformation which has come over Independence Square. Anybody who drives
through Port of Spain on evenings would see people in relaxation, playing various
board games on the tables provided there, just enjoying their own company—in
Port of Spain.

This is something new for Port of Spain. It used to be a dead city after work.
People would live outside the city, come into the city for work and leave
immediately after work. Not so any longer. Now they remain and spend time in
relaxation and leisure.

Hon. Member: The vagrants too!

Hon. C. Imbert: We are taking the concept further to entertainment and
culture. | wish to give an invitation—it has aready been given by the hon. Prime
Minister, but | wish to repeat the offer to the Members on the other side to come
and enjoy themselves at the first open air concert on the Brian Lara Promenade on
December 16, 1994. That is performance!

Mr. Sudama: We will be in Woodford Square on the same day.

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, there will be beautiful music on
Independence Square and if they wish to go to Woodford Square that is their
business. Let me move on.

The Ministry of Works and Transport is responsible for a wide variety of
economic infrastructure items. Let me deal now with roads. We have a number of
road programmes in the Ministry of Works and Transport. | will start with the
rural access roads and bridges programme funded by the Inter-American
Development Bank. The project cost is TT $285 million and the project
implementation period is April 1993 to March 1997. The contract is being
executed in three phases and the first phase is already nearing completion, which
involves the rehabilitation of 25 kilometres of agricultural access roads and the
construction of 12 bridges.
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Any of the Members on the other side who took the time to travel throughout
the country would have seen the tremendous work being done under this
programme.

Let me dea with the bridges. There are the B32, Sangre Grande; the B13,
Toco; B31, Little Coora Road. | am sure the Members know where that is.

Mr. Narine: The Member for Nariva does not know about that.
Hon. C. Imbert: B16, Cumuto Road, B11, Couva Main Road.

Mr. Sudama: No expenditure has been made on it.

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, they like to tak. Let me deal with the
Little Coora Road. Foundation works are 91 per cent complete; substructure
works are 80 per cent complete. The construction is expected to be completed
early in 1995.

Let us deal with the Sangre Grande B32. Foundation works are 87 per cent
complete; substructure works are 88 per cent complete. Again, construction of
this valuable bridge will be completed early in 1995. Mayaro/Guayaguayare, the
B16, foundation works 90 per cent complete; substructure work 68 per cent
complete. There are the B26 Mayaro/Guayaguayare, the B14, the B140
Naparima/Mayaro Road, again, foundation works are over 90 per cent complete,
Madam Speaker. Tobago—Belmont Farm Road, Windsor Road, Belmar Trace,
V egetable Project Road.

Mr. Jurai: Madam Speaker, | thank the hon. Minister for giving way. | just
want to point out that the Minister has been harping on the bridges he has been
working on. The Little Coora Road bridge has been aimost completed, but | just
want to remind him that they built a bridge with massive beams and there is no
room for the water to flow underneath. As a result, the water is backing up and
flooding the peopl€'s property in that area.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: What sort of engineering you did, boy?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | do not think I will give way again. That
isafigment of the Member'simagination. That is not correct, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Jurai: No? Youwant to go and seeit for yourself?
Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Everythingisafigment.
Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.
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Motion made, That the Member’s speaking time be extended by 30 minutes.
[Hon. K. Valley]

Question put and agreed to.
Miss Nicholson: Y ou were on Tobago, | did not hear.
Madam Speaker: The Member for Tobago West was asking for clarification.

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | did read out the bridges in Tobago and |
will give the information to the Member after my contribution. | am not repeating
myself.

Miss Nicholson: Y ou are knocking me out, boy?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, Phase 2 is expected to commence in
March 1995 and continue throughout 1995, and construction on Phase 3 is
expected to commence by the end of 1995. So that by the end of next year, if al
goes well, we will have in train a $285 million Access Road and Bridges
Programme, reconstructing over 30 bridges and over 100 kilometres of
agricultural access roads in this country. That is performance, Madam Speaker.

In anticipation of the type of "ole talk" and allegations | will get, | walked
with pictures. You know they like to say that we say all kinds of things, but |
walked with pictures. The Member for Nariva has confirmed that we have built a
bridgein his area.

Mr. Jurai: That is quite true, but the water cannot go under the bridge—there
IS no room.

Hon. C. Imbert: The second programme, the Road Rehabilitation
Programme—

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Failureto dredgetheriver.
Hon. C. Imbert:—funded by the European Economic Community.
Miss Nicholson: Keep quiet man, | want to hear the man!

Hon. C. Imbert: The Road Rehabilitation Programme involves rehabilitation
of critical roads in the country—Uriah Butler Highway—{Interruption] Madam
Speaker, any time we make statements that we are dealing with the country in a
holistic, global, and equitable manner, scorn and derision leap from the other side.
But | am going to call the roads that pass through at least five constituencies of
those on the other side—Uriah Butler Highway, Solomon Hochoy Highway.
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Those highways serve those constituencies, but you hear scorn and derision.
These are not important roads.

By the end of 1994 we expect detailed engineering designs to be 40 per cent
complete and we expect also to commence construction by July 1995 on these
roads | have mentioned, in addition to the Tarouba Link Road and the San
Fernando Bypass. We are looking at that arterial link—the highway development
between North and South—and we are upgrading it with a grant from the EEC in
excess of $100 million, starting August, 1995. Performance by this Government,
Madam Speaker!

We aso have a comprehensive highway maintenance study, the first phase of
which was completed in November 1993 and we are nearing completion of the
second phase of this comprehensive highway rehabilitation study. Phase I: we did
a comprehensive analysis of every single main road in the country. | have the
document with me.

Members opposite like to ask when will the study be completed. Here is the
Phase | report, Madam Speaker. It goes through al of our roads in detail,
analyzing every single main road in Trinidad and Tobago; looks at the question of
investment and returns for road repair work on these roads; prioritizes roads into
the most important in terms of economic return, the traffic and condition of the
roads, and so forth.

It was done by independent consultants on behalf of the Ministry of Works
and Transport. Phase 2 is specifically focusing on rehabilitation measures for
approximately 340 kilometres of roads in Trinidad and Tobago, including 12
bridges, a number of landdlip repairs and road rehabilitation work throughout the
country. Total expenditure is expected to be over the next 4—5 years in excess of
$300 million. That is the comprehensive highway maintenance programme.

5.45 p.m.

Members on the other side like to talk about, no work. Let me deal with the
Road Improvement Fund. | have here a cumulative maintenance summary for
1994. It is identified by districts across the country. It deals with landslip repairs,
patching, asphalt overlay, and so on. One sees that the Government has repaired
in excess of 100 km of road in 1994 under the Road Improvement Fund
Programme—over 100 km of asphalt overlay or equivaent patching in 1994.

In the past, the Opposition could, with some justification, say that not much
was being done on the roads in this country. That was because of the economic
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conditions, the economic downturn. But now that we have a road improvement
tax which goes into a specia account and which can be used only for road repairs,
and now that roads are being repaired al over the country, they cannot question
that work is being done. Even if one looks at the speech of the Member for Couva
North, one sees that he grudgingly admits that some little thing is being done on
our roads. They cannot question that work is being done; they have to question
how it is being done.

They had a problem with the unemployment figures. They cannot deal with a
reduction in unemployment, so they question the data. Do you see their approach,
Madam Speaker? They cannot deal with the fact that we are paving roads, so they
are questioning how we are doing it. When we comprehensively deal with that,
they will come with some other bogey, some other monster to beat, because what
the Members on the other side cannot handle is the performance of this
Government.

It is very interesting that they should talk about corruption. | have here afile
which | have been compiling since this Road Improvement Fund Programme
started: letters to the editor, letters to the ministry, letters to various government
ministries. | would think they have a team of people outside there writing letters.
On one particular road, the Toco Road, | saw where the same person wrote the
same letter eight times in 1994. Every single month this letter was written, and the
letter was pure fiction! It spoke about the Toco Road being in a deplorable state;
no work being done on it, and so forth. The Member for Toco/Manzanilla can
attest to the fact that significant work has been done on the Toco Road. But the
letter appeared eight times.

Just the other day | had the privilege of travelling through Central Trinidad on
the Caparo/Brasso Valey Road where we have paved a considerable section of
road. The road is smooth, almost al the way from Chaguanas to Gasparillo! If
one looks at the constituency of the Member for Caroni East, for example, one
seesthat it is one of the first areas on which we did work. In Kely Village, the entire
Southern Main Road—all paved under the Road Improvement Fund. Munroe Road,
Freeport Mission Road, Diego Martin Main Road—all over the country.

| want to go back to thisfile. What | find amazing is that there are a number of
contractors who tender for work under the Ministry of Works and Transport.
When | first came into office a particular contractor was not getting work and |
got aletter every week from him. | must have received about 20 to 30 letters from
him, al about the Central Tenders Board which he claimed was discriminating
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against him, that the cost of production was higher than the rate at which the
successful tenderer is getting the contract; that the other contractors are thinning
out the mix—they are not putting the right amount of bitumin; the engineersin the
ministry are corrupt, and on and on. | got about 25 letters like that.

Do you know what we told that contractor? "Put your plant in order; upgrade
your facilities; make sure your trucks are working." Now, through the Central
Tenders Board, that same contractor is winning contracts and he has stopped
writing me letters.

Another one now is writing me letters about him. And so it goes on and on.
Thereisaparticular contractor writing me letters every day claiming corruption in
the ministry. He is not getting work in Trinidad and Tobago, and so on. When you
go into the figures, it is not true. Y ou see that the contractor received hundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of work.

Even then, they question the credibility of the ministry's testing programmes.
But they fail to understand that in anticipation of these allegations of corruption,
the Ministry of Works and Transport contracted three independent testing
laboratories; the University of the West Indies, the Caribbean Industrial Research
Institute (CARIRI) and another private laboratory, Geotech. They conduct the
testing of asphalt placed on the roads, independently. We take cores and send
them to each different laboratory and we cross-reference them and on that basis
we determine the quality of mix that we are getting.

You will hear later on in this debate all kinds of flights of fancy and figments
of the imagination about how "they put down the mix this week and it came up
next week; and on that one, they did not put any asphalt there; on that one, they
patched the pothole today and it came up the next day." Flights of fancy!
Figments of their imagination!

The Members on the other side are always speaking to me about corruption in
the Road Improvement Programme. Do you know what | tell them? "Put it in
writing and send it to me." But they would not dare do that, because they know
what they are saying is not correct. None of them has put in writing details of
their allegations. They have not brought a shred of evidence to me. They want to
come into this Parliament, under cover of parliamentary privilege, and make all
kinds of scandalous allegations that they would not dare make outside.

Let me tell you something, Madam Speaker. We are very open-minded about
this. We have gone so far as to check the volume of bitumen being purchased
from National Petroleum and Petrotrin and cross-referenced it with the asphalt
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placed on the road to see if contractors are manipulating, and so forth. We are
extremely vigilant.

Every credible complaint that comes to our attention is investigated; everyone
who dares to put in writing some kind of allegation, has his complaint
investigated fully to determine whether there is merit in it. | challenge the
Members on the other side to come outside this Parliament and make their
alegations. |1 say to them, most allegations made in this House are cowardly.
Come outside and make your allegations! That isall | have to say.

How much moretime do | have, please, Madam Speaker?
Madam Speaker: Fifteen minutes.

Hon. C. Imbert: Before | leave this Road Improvement Fund, let me deal
with this irritation on the other side—Princes Town. | laid a report in this House
some time ago, which contained certain figures including estimates of expenditure
on certain roads. The Member for Princes Town directed the attention of this
honourable House to what appeared to be some errors in the report. But the
Member did not call them errors; he called them corruption.

And the Member for Couva North made the false allegation—and | did not
bother to deal with him properly when he was talking, because one does not like
to interrupt the Leader of the Opposition when he is replying to the budget
statement—he made the false allegation that | had admitted in this Parliament that
repairs had been paid for that were never done. | state categorically, from the
information | have available to me today, that nothing could be further from the
truth. No repairs have been paid for that have not been done. All that occurred
was two typographical errorsin the report that was laid in this House.

5.55 p.m.

Let me show why Lengua Road would not have been done in the first phase.
Madam Speaker, you may not know anything about it Lengua Road; it is a short
road, just about two kilometres long. Madam Speaker, do you know what is the
average daily traffic on that road? It islessthan 200 vehicles per day.

The interna rate of return is a measure of the benefits one gets from spending
money on the road. After due deliberations, Lengua Road was not earmarked
within the roads to be done in the first phase. Lengua Road is a short road, thereis
virtually no traffic on the road and when one looks at other roads like the
Churchill-Roosevelt Highway, for example—
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Mr. Jurai: Madam Speaker—

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | am not giving way. [Interruption]
Madam Speaker, | am not giving way.

Madam Speaker: Then proceed, it is your right.
Hon. C. Imbert: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

When one looks at other roads like the Churchill-Roosevelt Highway, 15,000
vehicles per day; Diego Martin Main Road, 15,000 vehicles per day; Eastern
Main Road, 15,000 vehicles per day; Southern Main Road, 15,000, how can a
road with just about 200 vehicles per day possibly come into this first six months
of the programme? Clearly, it was an error. | say categoricaly that no repairs
were paid for on Lengua Road. None!

What | find strange though—and | am not ascribing improper motives to
anybody in this House—is that when one goes back to how we compile these
reports—we get information from the district; it is brought to the central office;
we put everything together and we come up with our report—there were a number
of drafts of it. As a matter of fact, there were six drafts before we laid the final
report in this House, and Lengua Road does not appear on the first five drafts!
Lengua Road just materialized out of somewhere onto the sixth draft.

| can tell this House that a short while ago we had to report to the police that
there had been a break-in at the Chief Engineer's office where al the data is kept
for the Road Improvement Fund Programme. | would leave Members to draw
their own conclusions. How is it that Lengua Road is not on the first five drafts,
but on the sixth draft, Lengua Road suddenly materializes out of nowhere?
[Interruption] Within seconds of my laying this report in this House, the Member
for Princes Town is waving it in the air saying, “Lengua Road, Lengua Road”. |
had not seen it. | just ask Members to draw their own conclusions.

What we are doing now, after that experience—we cannot easily deal with
people who wish to break and enter, for they broke down the door—is putting
passwords into our computer systems, and the culprits will be unable—whoever
they are—to break into our computer systems again. One thing | have learnt is
that the price of progressis eternal vigilance. Whoever interfered with our records
created the need for us to upgrade our security systems for our computer data.
That isall | have to say about Lengua Road! | do not know who did it, but some
person or persons tampered with our records. | do not know who did it!
[Interruption] If Memberswish, they can check the police records! Let them go!
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As election 1996 draws nearer and nearer, the levels of desperation in
Members on the other side are such that they would be prepared to go to any
lengths to reach imaginary heights.

Let me deal with another issue—the drainage programme. The ministry
recognized that no national drainage programme has been done in Trinidad and
Tobago for the last 10 years. We recognize that! [Interruption] | am not
criticizing the Member for St. Augustine! | do not know why the Member for
Oropouche wants to start a fight between the Member for St. Augustine and me! |
am not criticizing him! | am saying that no national drainage development
programme has been done in Trinidad and Tobago over the last 10 years, and he
agrees with me! Recognizing this—and recognizing that we had some $700
million in the pipeline for road development—we went to the World Bank and we
have reached agreement for a us $80 million, or TT $500 million, drainage
development programme.

As an initid phase of that programme, we have aready received US $8
million, or TT $48 million, to complete detailed engineering designs in 1994 and
1995, leading to construction work—and | want Members to listen very
carefully—on the Caparo River, Caroni River, Vistabella and Marabella
catchments and the East-West Corridor in 1995.

What Members do not understand is that these matters are very complex and
technical. Much money has been wasted in developing countries because of
inadequate preparation. The hydraulic behaviour of rivers and streams is a very
complex issue. One of the problems in this country is that people do not
understand the reasons for flooding.

Let uslook at the Central Trinidad area, where the top of the river in flood and
high tide level isin many instances above the level of the surrounding land. When
the river is in flood and the level is above the land level, where will the water
from the surrounding land go? Water does not flow uphill! If the river is the
access point—

Mr. Sudama: What about Guyana?

Hon. C. Imbert: | would deal with Guyana. If the river is the access point for
the discharge of flood water—that is the departure of the flood water from the
surrounding land—and the water level is higher than the land, how can the water
get out? It cannot! This is what Members opposite cannot understand! When
there is prolonged rainfall for a period of one week, as we had last week, where
the water table isright at ground level, where the land is saturated and there is no
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infiltration, and everything runs off; there are six days of rain, there is going to be
aflood.

| have made the point! Just the other day | was reading where the whole of
Ireland was flooded. France was flooded. England was flooded. When it was
raining in the Caparo area, Tobago was flooding. In the Mississippi area.

One of the difficulties | have with Members on the other side is that they
know very well that the solutions to the drainage problems in the low-lying areas
of this country, in Central and South Trinidad, are complex, requiring expenditure
in excess of $400 and $500 million. One can clean and dredge any river one wants
in the world 24 hours per day, but if the water in the river is above the land, the
land cannot drain.

6.05 p.m.

Members talk about Cipero River, but those areas are not below sea level.
They do not understand these things. | am not going to give them a lecture on the
hydraulic behaviour of rivers and streams. | taught enough of that at the
university. | taught it for six years, and | have had enough of that. In any event,
my students were far more receptive and understanding than the Members on the
other side. Many of them have gone on to be brilliant engineersin this country.

| am going to leave a number of issues for my colleague the Member for
Arouca North to deal with, matters relating to local government and to the
Unemployment Relief Programme.

| just want to deal with—it is hard not to use a word like " nonsense’—one
aspect of the nonsense that came from the other side. They could do this kind of
research if they had the sense. Today, | asked my Permanent Secretary to get in
touch with one of the energy sector companies in Trinidad and Tobago. Here is
the information from the Trinidad and Tobago Methanol Company on the amount
of money they spend in the local economy. Because Members opposite make a lot
of noise about these plants having small numbers—100 people operating a
plant—that they make no contribution to the local economy, or to employment.
Weéll, nothing could be further from the truth.

In 1994 the Trinidad and Tobago Methanol Company—I am sorry, Madam
Speaker, Point Lisas—will spend, or has already spent the following sums of
money, to date: purchase of local equipment—$161,000; hiring of services—$11
million; repairs using local expertise—$4 million; and purchase of local goods
and services, supplies, consumables, fuel—$219 million. Do you hear that,
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Madam Speaker? One company at Point Lisas is injecting into the local economy
over $200 million in the purchase of local goods and services in one year. How
much employment do you think that generates?

Look at the large conglomerates in this country, look at their turnover and the
amount of employment they generate. That methanol company supports over 500
jobs in this country in the local sector, in addition to the people working in the
plant, and that is what Members opposite do not understand. If every energy
company which injects over $200 million in the economy employs indirectly,
over 500 persons—these large plants contribute meaningfully to job creation.
That is why the Minister of Finance could say that in 1994 there is a net increase
of 4,000 jobs in the energy sector. He understands the figures. One just does not
look at the narrow perspective, the number of people working in the plant; one
looks at the contribution of that plant to the domestic economy as awhole.

| hope that debunks the myth that these companies do not contribute to the
local economy—$219 million in local goods and services: TTMC, Point Lisas,
Trinidad and Tobago—Opposition territory. They want to talk about job creation.

Madam Speaker: The Member has five more minutes.

Hon. C. Imbert: Thank you, Madam Speaker. | understand why they are
uncomfortable. They do not want me to speak because | am debunking their
myths one by one. It would take me at least six hoursto read out the achievements
of my ministry. | have only touched two or three areas.

Let me deal with our city centre programme and our construction programme
for the city centre—the Project Implementation Unit. It is one of the divisions in
the Ministry of Works now in the process of implementing several projects. the
National Library Building, the Red House restoration, the National Security
Complex; restoration of the old Police Headquarters, National Centre for the
Performing Arts, Woodford Square restoration. Over the next five years
expenditure on new public buildings to make Woodford Square and this
Parliament the focal point of this city, to renew this city, to give it new life—
expenditure of over $200—$300 million.

Before | close, may | say that it is the policy of this Government—and this
will deal with a statement made by the Member for Oropouche in another
forum—we shall be constructing anumber of district administrative complexes all
over Trinidad and Tobago. We are starting at Tunapuna, we are going on to
Princes Town, to the Penal area; Chaguanas will get theirs. We are going to be
consolidating all Government offices—Warden's Office, Child Welfare, Social
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Development Office, Inland Revenue—in one administrative complex in various
population centres, all over the country. And that is despite the fact that the
Member for Oropouche is opposed to it.

One will remember that on another occasion he said that that type of
expenditure such as we are doing at Chancery Lane in San Fernando, is ill-
advised and not feasible. | want to tell him that despite what he says, we will build
administrative centres in Princes Town, in Chaguanas, Penal, Sangre Grande,
Tunapuna, and in Tobago. We might even build one on "Puzzle Island” but | am
not sureif it will qualify.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate the Minister of Finance on his sterling
contribution. | congratulate the Government on its best year to date, one of the
many good years to come under this PNM administration, and | challenge the
Members on the other side to dea with the facts, the measures, deal with the
economic indicators. Do not come with any hodgepodge, higgledy-piggledy and
upside down, merry-go-round figures. Do not come with bogus statistics, deal
with the facts and this would be areal debate.

Madam Speaker, | thank you.

Mr. Sahid Hosein (Sparia): Madam Speaker, | want you to help me with the
expression. | believe it goes like this: "Full of sound and fury, saying and
signifying nothing, absolutely nothing."

When a Member can use his full 75 minutes to mislead this House, | am
tempted to label his contribution pure hype and propaganda. While he spoke, a
name kept coming into my head—Goebbels. And as on the last occasion | heard
him speak, there is very little for Members on this side to respond to. | really do
not want to take too much of the time, but to make the point, he was talking a lot
of nonsense and he was involved in much propaganda. But | will try to deal very
quickly with some of the issues he raised. We all know his forte is civil
engineering yet he purported to go into economics. He purported to give a lecture
to the Member for Caroni East and, mind you, this very same Member was
advisor to the Member for Diego Martin Central.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, my colleague worked in investments as a
junior professional. Her work went to a number of persons before reaching me.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, regardless, there was some merit seen in her
gualifications to have employed her there in the first place. He purported to
lecture to her in an area where he has absolutely no competence. What is strange
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Is that he lectures, but he cannot run his very own ministry; and this is what has
me confused. If you look at the twin ministries that he runs, you would see there
Is absolute confusion and chaos there.

Every time that Minister gets up to speak, he is convinced there is a
conspiracy by the Members on this side, al 14 of us, to make him look bad.

6.15 p.m.

| make the point as | have made it before, when | come to this Parliament and
on the rare occasions that | get up to speak, | speak firstly, with authority, and
secondly, on behalf of my constituents and in the interest of and for the good of
the national community. | want to make that absolutely clear. | am not a person to
come here to conspire make the Member look bad. [ Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker: Mr. Scoon reported that the severe pounding of the desks
could be the cause of the problem with the microphones.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | hope | get back my time.
Madam Speaker: Sure.
Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | hope | can claim five minutes.

No one has to conspire to make the Minister look bad. He is doing a very
good job on his own. He is my friend and colleague. We have a very decent
rapport going. | suspect that much of what he does in this Parliament has to do
with the fact that he feels inferior to his colleagues and has to justify to them that
hereally is one of them.

This evening, | warn the Minister, and advise him at the same time, that we
are not here to mislead Members of the House. Most of us genuinely try to deal
with issues as we see them. | advise the Member that when he sees smoke, he
should investigate, because he might just discover somebody has thrown out a
lighted cigarette.

| want to deal with some of the specifics that he went into, and that is the
closure of small businesses under the previous administration. The Member for
Oropouche made the point that the foundation for the closure of those businesses
was laid long before the previous administration came into office. To say that they
were responsible in full is to mislead the House. He continued to talk nonsense.
Employment is down. Any young person with a minimal level of logic would tell
you that 20,000 persons coming out of school would have to go somewhere. Is it
that all of them have migrated or gone to universities?
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They come onto the labour market in the main and even if there is a net
reduction, where are those? The Member is quite correct; maybe | am wrong.
Can he tell me where those persons are accounted for? As | understand it, if a
person gets a“10-days’ heis counted as employed. Is that what we are aiming at,
or we trot out those figures merely for propaganda purposes? We say onethingin
the House but the people on the outside are feeling the reality.

He spoke about “own account” workers. For the first time | am hearing that
term. | am thankful to him for that. Do you know what happened today, Madam
Speaker? This morning several “own account workers’ had their sheds at Cross
Crossing broken down by the Ministry of Works and Transport after the Minister
promised in this House that lay-bys would be constructed. He counts them as
being employed, and he puts them on the breadline.

Of course, we are not talking about what is going to happen with the
agricultural industry generaly, based on the agricultura policy of the
Government. The Minister talks so glibly about “own account” workers. As | was
saying earlier, when we come to this House, we raise these issues. One of the sore
points, and a festering one, is the Road Improvement Fund. We come to this
House to raise issues. | am grieved at the way taxpayers moneys—not
Government's moneys as many people seem to perceive it—are being wasted.

| have invited the Member for Diego Martin East—if he does not believe
me—to come and see first-hand. He is a professional man, and on the basis of that
expertise he can make a judgment on what he sees. | suspect what is part of the
problem. In the ministry there are many young engineers who were tutored by the
Member for Diego Martin East. | want him to come down and see for himself. |
do not want to write to him. | would not go into it at this point. There will be a
full-scale debate on that and | would go into the details about how citizens in this
country are being ripped off and, 14 Members of this House are misleading, and
are out to dur the characters of contractors and other people on the outside.
Deliberately!

Mr. Eckstein: Sixteen Members.
Mr.S. Hosein: My apology. It is 16 Members.

| merely want to ask one thing. Why was it necessary to subsidize the new fast
ferry service vis-a-vis agriculture, where the Government is taking a position that
it is removing protection and subsidies? | understand the need to have a
subsidized service, but | put it against the situation in agriculture, where subsidies
are being reduced. It shows the contradiction in the policies of the Government.
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The Highways Division of the Ministry is scandalous to say the least. Quality
control isajoke! | want to inform the Minister that quality control is the least of
his problems. In the Ministry of Works and Transport drainage, on his admission,
is a complete mess, and also maintenance of buildings. Do you remember what
the Auditor General said earlier thisyear in areport laid in this House?

| would be ashamed as a professional heading a ministry to have that said
about it. There is absolutely no system in place. The Auditor General was highly
critical of the performance of that department. Have we done anything to correct
that situation? Of course, | do not have to talk about local government. What do
we have this evening to crow about? In a civilized country and society such a
Minister would have resigned.

Having dealt with his contribution, | would move on to mine. [Interruption]
Madam Speaker, may | have your protection, please?

Madam Speaker: Member for Oropouche.

Mr. Sudama: Madam Speaker, why do you only look on the Opposition
side?

Madam Speaker: No. It isyour voice that is drowning out. | do not mind the
crosstalk. If you just speak a little softer the Member would not be interrupted.
Honestly, it isreally your voice that is being carried more than anybody else’s.

6.25 p.m.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, let me continue my contribution by dealing
with a contribution of the Member for Diego Martin East, which was made on
November 23, 1994. That would have been last week Wednesday when we were
dealing with the Supplementary Appropriation Bill. He spoke at length on local
government and | would like to debunk some of the propaganda, myths and
nonsense which have been transmitted to the national community via this
honourable House.

He says:

"If one looks at the minutes of the Finance Committee, which were approved
today, it is quite clear that the reason for the $12.4 million is essentialy
certain administrative delays in implementing ..."

I link this section with the whole argument of productivity because the delay has,
to alarge extent, to do with efficiency, and efficiency hasto do with productivity.
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| would like to ask what is happening with the Public Sector Reform
Programme. If what is being touted to take place actualy takes place, then we
should not be having problems of this kind. That is the very first point | would
like to make. | continue:

"... we are ssimply not getting value for money within the local Government
Syga,r1ll

| agree with him completely. We are not at variance here. On the rare occasion
that he says something sensible, | would agree with him.

"... the necessary equipment, materials and transportation—and therefore they
are unable to fulfil their functions and deliver servicesto the population.”

He carries on the argument saying that we must stop being too concerned about
inputs, that we must look at outputs—and he is absolutely right. But inputs have a
direct bearing on outputs. Any ABC child would tell him—and | am sure that the
Member for San Fernando West will agree with me when | say that inputs have a
direct relation to outputs. Obvioudly, if someone sends a man to build a house and
he says he will provide certain things but he does not give him even a saw or a
hammer, does he expect him to use arock to drive in the nails? Thisis one of the
problems with local government, but | will come to that at a later point.
[Interruption] | have a problem with that, too. | will come back to that point.

He went on to say:

"... one would see that approximately 75 to 80 per cent of the total for
wages and goods and services was spent on wages."

He was referring to 1992, and he was saying that approximately 25 per cent of the
money in 1992 was for goods and services. When | did my quick computation, the
actual figure was 29.43 per cent for goods and services. When | looked at the
Draft Estimates of Expenditure for the year 1994, and at the pie chart under Local
Government, do you know what | see for 1995? Local Government: Goods and
Services—one per cent. Thisis page 222 of their document—"M.E.P. & C.T.R—23
%; G.&.S—1%".

Mr. Imbert: Tak about the one per cent.
Mr. S. Hosein: | am talking about goods and services.

Understand me, Madam Speaker, he was making the point last week that 25
per cent was not good enough, but he gets one per cent, and that is 25 times less.
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He was saying that is a highly unproductive ratio. What would he say about this
new ratio?

Lack of productivity is a legacy from previous administrations, where people
in this country were made to believe that they did not have to work in order to get
pay. Today productivity is anational problem, not only in local government.

Mr. Imbert: If the Member looks at the Draft Estimate of Recurrent
Expenditure for the year, at the Ministry of Local Government, he will see what
the goods and servicesratio is. | do not know what table he is reading.

Mr. S. Hosein: Is he disowning their document? The Opposition did not
prepare this document neither did it—{Interruption] | am not prepared to give
time.

Do you know what is strange, Madam Speaker? You will meet the same
citizen abroad and he hardly has time to talk to you. He is running between jobs—
very busy working to develop another man's country, while in Trinidad and
Tobago we have a serious problem with our citizens. It tells us something about
our country generaly, not the citizens, because the very same citizens would go
abroad and do two and three jobs to make ends meet.

The time has come when the Government has the responsibility to start telling
the people as it is. This rubbish about our being on the threshold of prosperity
further confuses the issue. Why can we as politicians not tell the citizens: "Listen,
we are passing through a difficult phase. We have to sell state enterprises and so
forth. Band your belly." They will resent it, but they will appreciate it in the long
run. But every day, every week we hear: "Better days are coming." And those
days get progressively "worser” and "worser”. [Interruption] Madam Speaker,
you know that | am not one of the most erudite or literate of persons.

| was making the point that we have aresponsibility to tell our citizensasit is.
If we have to administer bitter medicine, then we tell them as it is, so that they
would understand that for the next five years there will be serious hardships, but
hopefully based on our policies they would end by that time. But you come every
day, like yesterday, and say, "We are on the threshold of prosperity.” | wonder to
whom they are talking. They must really take the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago
for complete fools.

The problem in local government has to do mainly with supervision. Show me
aworker in the world who, if he is alowed to do nothing and get paid, would not
do so. The problem in Trinidad and Tobago, across the board, not only in local
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government, has to do with supervison, and inherent in that is the fact that we fall
to make examples of non-performers. What invariably happens is that somebody
knows somebody who knows somebody else in a particular ministry and the
matter fallsflat.

If we are serious about turning around this country, the first thing we have to
understand is that our own efforts would determine whether this country sinks or
floats. Nobody would come from outside to do that for us because they love us.
The time has come—I would like to emphasize this—that we must be honest with
our citizens, and they would appreciate us for that.

I would like to tell you something, Madam Speaker. | have fought several
elections and | have never yet on a public platform made a single promise, and
when | look at the margins by which | win, it says something. People might resent
itinitially, but the very same people tell me that | was absolutely right.

6.35 p.m.

| do not know why the Government continues to interfere in our business.
They want to kill the worker, but do they not have a union agreement? If they
want to abrogate the union agreement, then by all means do so! The workers in
the Ministry of Local Government and the workers in the Ministry of Agriculture,
Land and Marine Resources, all daily-paid workers, except some in the boroughs
which have different unions, by and large are governed by agreements, as indeed
are the monthly-paid salaried workers.

If they want to change the terms and conditions, because in my view, the then
Chief Personnel Officer who agreed to the present union agreement—and | say
that with no apologies to anyone—has to be a madman! Absolute madman!
[Interruption] Itislaw! Madam Speaker, under our law that agreement is valid
and if they want to change the agreement, then do so through the collective
process. If we purport to be a nation that adheres to law, do not try to do so
through the back door.

As | said, the Ministry of Works and the Ministry of Agriculture have a
similar problem, but one does not hear too much about them; one hears about the
Ministry of Local Government. There is a very specific and devious reason for
singling out workers of the Ministry of Local Government—the Unemployment
Relief Programme. That is the reason, Madam Speaker.

| would expect that, yes, there might have been a problem of overstaffing at
the Ministry of Local Government, but what we need to do is to address thisissue.
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We are in a new age now, we have professional people. Address the issue in a
professional manner; take all things into consideration: land space, mileage of
roads, bridges—the services that they want first. In fact, the Government has to
rationalize the services that it wants the Ministry of Local Government to give.
Having done that, it should determine what has to be done and determine whether
it should be done by direct or by contract labour. Up to this day the Government
cannot make up its mind about which way it wantsto go. Indeed, if it has, it is not
saying. | would strongly advise it to come out and say; people may be upset, but
once the Government could justify why it is doing so, then go full steam ahead.

The Government has to decide whether it wants to go contract or direct
labour—which is in the best interest of the citizens of this country—and then go
ahead and do it. Why pussy-foot and chop off a finger today, tomorrow chop off a
thumb, then chop off the hand at the wrist and then the elbow. Let people know
up-front what is the intention and go ahead and do it. Of course, there would be
problems, people would be disgruntled, but go ahead and do what needs to be
done.

One of the major problems in the Ministry of Local Government is the need
for trained personnel, and the Minister has finally recognized that. [Interruption]
But there are systems which belong to the 1940s and the 1950s, and the time has
come for us to change them. Once it has decided what it wants to do, it should
improve the technical capabilities, provide trained staff and go with it.

| was making the point about goods and services ratio against wages, and
indeed the other ministries—I just want to touch base—I would not go to the
chart, but according to the pie chart on those various ministries. Ministry of
Agriculture Land and Marine Resources goods and services—7 per cent. Ministry
of Works and Transport, much better—21 per cent; Ministry of Local
Government—one per cent and if the Government wants to disclaim, it would
have to disclaim all these documents, not only this one.

The time has come and | see reference—and | do not know if it is government
policy—in the newspapers—I| cannot remember if it was yesterday or today,
Madam Speaker, where there is a five-year implementation plan, 1992 to 1997.
This is the first time we are hearing—at least | am—that the Ministry of Local
Government has a five-year plan. One gets things incrementally. Today one hears
a little piece, the next day one hears another, and some bright idea or whenever |
whisper to the Member—you know he catches on fast—the next day one sees
something else is added. | must really take time off to give him a lecture—we
must arrange that—so that he would do everything in one bit.
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If we understand the importance of the Ministry of Local Government,
especidly in relation to the strengthening of the democratic process, we would
want to involve the community groups, the NGOs and the business community.
[Interruption] | agree with him totally, but the Government has to take the lead
and indicate what it wants done. If we in Parliament do not know what the
Government intends or what is the direction for the Ministry of Local
Government, how would the ordinary citizens know?

Mr. Haniff: Yes, but if the Government does not know.
Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | would not be so uncharitable.

In the absence of a clear vision, in the absence of a policy, it is difficult to get
people involved, because they do not know what you are attempting to do. They
know that they are not getting the garbage collected, the roads are not being
cleaned, repaired and so forth. But if the boss goes out there and articulates avision for
the Ministry of Local Government where everybody can make an input: the unions,
the workers, the citizens, the politicians—then they would finally get somewhere.

We really have to decide on this question of contracted services vis-a-vis
direct labour. I am not one to get up and only criticize; | want to take this
opportunity also to congratulate whosoever thought of moving the Ministry of
Local Government and putting it under the Ministry of Finance. That was a most
positive move.

| want to admit that the PNM is doing some things differently—it is quite
true—but many bad habits still remain. One of the bad habits is the surreptitious
manner in which the Government is using the Unemployment Relief Programme
to take over the functions of the Ministry of Local Government.

Miss Nicholson: Repeat your big word for them.
Mr. S. Hosein: | cannot say it again. [Interruption]

Madam Speaker, in light of prevailing economic circumstances a programme
like the URP is essential and we have absolutely no argument with that. Where we
have the problem is with the manner in which the programme is being operated.
The corruption, party card—and Members opposite could get up and protest as
much as they want, but my constituents tell me that they have been advised to join
a party group and unless they have a party card—and Members opposite can say
what they want; | am merely reporting what my constituents tell me in ever-
increasing numbers, and my leader has absolutely nothing to do with that.
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| have known of people parking their taxis to go to work in URP. We have
aways said on this side that a system should be put in place whereby the most
disadvantaged would benefit from the programme, for we agree that it is
necessary.

How could any sane person in all honesty talk about productivity and URP? |
have heard Ministers say in this House that URP workers are more productive than
the Ministry of Local Government workers. It amazes me. [Interruption] Where?
Certainly not in Trinidad, maybe in Tobago because the Tobagonians are different
people.

6.45 p.m.

For the past four years on the Ss-Erin Road, Debe, one year, 200 feet of
pavement; how can we justify that waste of taxpayers money? | thought that you
would have done it in such a way that you build the pavement, and at the same
time you use some of the workers to do drainage and other types of work, and so
forth.

There was an article in a newspaper where the people of Sea Lots were
complaining about the productivity on abox drain there. Clarke Road, 100 feet of
box drain and a road crossing in one year. What has been taking place with the
removal and the redundancy of workers at local government? URP is now taking
on an increasing role in local government. In fact, they are performing functions
that under law are to be performed by the local government bodies. As | said,
Government is surreptitiously moving into the area. While on the one hand it is
creating employment to do these things; on the other, it is sending home workers.

| want to continue where | left off to deal with this contribution by the
Member. He said that if one goes into material-intensive activities one might even
get a labour-to-materials ratio where the amount spent on labour is less than the
amount spent on materials, so there is an inverted labour-to-materials ratio. But
when one looks at what is taking place in that ministry, when one looks at the
performance of the Minister, there seems to be a ratio between incompetence and
arrogance.

It seems to me that the greater the incompetence, the greater the arrogance.
What is strange is that when one looks at some Members on the other side, those
who are performing are the most approachable people, and the least arrogant, but
in those who are not performing, there is a direct relationship between that
incompetence and arrogance.
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| want to continue dealing with his contribution. [Interruption] Obviously, the
intention of Members opposite isto go [ Interruption]—and he is speaking now—
Madam Speaker, please protect me.

Madam Speaker: The Member, for Diego Martin East and the Member for
Oropouche have started another argument again. [ Laughter]

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | hope | would receive injury time.

He was talking about those who have been made redundant and those who
have accepted early voluntary retirement. [ Interruption]

Madam Speaker: Hon. Member, you have to speak loud enough to rise
above the level of noise.

Mr. S. Hosein: | would try, Madam Speaker, but it is one of my off days.
The Minister was suggesting that those retrenched workers would go into self-
employment and productive areas of employment, where perhaps, they could
come together with other former employees from Government systems, form
themselves into companies and co-operatives. That is an interesting comment.
Again, not in keeping with the realities of today—so much rhetoric and so much

hype.

What counselling have these workers been given to go into business or form
co-operatives? What direction have they been given? | want to talk about the
Prime Minister's Forum on Smal and Medium Business Enterprises
Development, that was held in October of this year. This is the 1995 pre-
budgetary document prepared by the Research Staff of the Office of the Leader of
the Opposition—page 37.

"Prime Minister Manning, winding up the Forum, attempted to downplay
thefailurerate..."

They were talking about the failure rate of small business.

"cited a 30 per cent survival rate for small and medium-sized business assisted
by the Small Business Development Company.”

In fact, it was not a 30 per cent survival rate. It was corrected. It was a 3 per cent
survival rate. It continues:

"He attributed this failure to 'poor management skills, poor marketing
strategies, relatively low demand and the absence of integrated support
policies and guidelines. "
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You are sending those workers home without any support policy and any
guidelines and you expect them to get into business and survive—thousands of
them.

Referring to Mr. Desmond Ali, it continues at page 38:

"Mr. Ali, in his presentation quoted statistics which indicated that 66 per
cent of small businesses disappeared in the first year of operations, 90 per cent
by the third year and 98 per cent closed down within five years of starting up.
A survival rate of 2 per cent! And Manning confesses to an absence of support
policies!"

That isthe way we are asking workers to go. He knows not of what he speaks. His
job isto come and propagandize in this House. The document continues:

"The argument is that the workers do not have tools, equipment, and the
materials.”

One is dealing with inputs into the system. | made the point earlier. How on earth
in this day and age could you disagree with a worker when you ask him to go and
clean a drain and because he is entitled to boots allowance and does not get it, he
refuses to go and clean the drain! What do you do? These little things are some of
the constraints to the proper functioning of local government.

We must orient the system away from the focus on inputs to the focus on
outputs. | agree, both are equally important, understanding that you would only
get out of the system what you put into it. Not true? True! The Member for Diego
Martin West agrees and the Member for Diego Martin East disagrees. This is
where we agree. Would the Government restructure the system and come up with
a new approach to managing the funding available to provide the output that is
required by the citizens? He was talking about the local government bodies.
People want their roads repaired now more than ever before, they want their
drains cleaned, they want their garbage collected, they want their recreation
grounds maintained, their cemeteries and markets and al the other services.
Those are outputs. Those are what citizens require.

If you do not get moneys under Goods and Services to repair the roads, how
would you repair them? The Debe/Penal Regional Corporation, which has over
350 roads under its jurisdiction, receives under “State Traces’, not solely for
buying materials, $400,000. If one divides that amount one would see how much
money is provided for repairing a road. Mind you, you are talking about rural
areas, there are several bridges on these roads, so it is not only a question of fixing
the potholes; it is aquestion of maintaining and repairing bridges as well.
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6.55 p.m.

Madam Speaker, | want to give you an example of what is happening in local
government so that you would fully understand the implications and crisis. Thisis
a letter which was sent to the hon. Minister of Local Government, dated May 9,
1994 by Councillor Razack Ali of the Mayaro Regional Corporation:

“Despite the fact that the corporation on June 6, 1992 submitted estimates
amounting to $803,000 under bridges programme to your ministry, it is
regrettable to state that, to date, more than two years have elapsed since the
former appeal, and absolutely no funds have been provided by Central
Government to commence rebuilding of other super structural works on these
32 bridges.”

Mr. Imbert: That isnot correct.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | am quoting a letter and if that is not
correct, heis very irresponsible, as a representative, to have said so. If one or two
bridges are down, there are implications. It goes on:

"As adirect result of such inaction, more and more farmers ..."
we are getting into agriculture now

"have been forced to abandon their arable agricultural estates and/or
plantations. Valuable crops are left to rot while the farmers and their
employees in significant numbers are placed on the bread-line."

Mr. Imbert: That isnot correct.

Mr. S. Hosein: It is not a ssmple matter of just repairing a bridge; there are
other implications. | shall deal with the Member and his "not correct” in a while.
It goes on:

"The unemployment list of Trinidad and Tobago continues to increase while
the future of agriculture is on the decline and seriously affected within this
region due to these numerous critical unserviceable bridges.”

| advise the Member that his ministry should start a programme to change all
those wooden bridges into concrete structures so the Government would not have
to spend all this money, year after year, repairing those bridges. | know that has to
be done over the long term, but a fund should be set up for this purpose.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.
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Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. R. Palackdharrysingh]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, in the Siparia constituency there are a
number of bridges. There are at |east 10 wooden bridges that need repairing at this
time. There are three bridges—on Budhoo Trace No. 2, Budhoo Trace No. 3 and
Sandy Trace—which would entail such cost that the local government bodies,
even under their development programme, would not undertake to construct, so
the Minister has to look at a mechanism for constructing them. It is not good
enough to tell people that the regional corporation would have to construct them
because they fall under their jurisdiction, when the local government is not given
the funds. | strongly advise the Minister that the Budhoo No. 3 bridge, in
particular, would cost an enormous amount of money and he should look at that.

| want to move on to the budget quickly since my time is running out on me.
Some of the figures seem to be incorrect. | have been told that the errors are
typographical. If one looks at the Draft Estimates of Expenditure 1995, under
"Loca Government” under "Development”, and at the devel opment figures under
Draft Estimates of Devel opment Programme, one would see that there is a serious
discrepancy in the figures. | have been assured that it is a typographical error and
| accept that.

The revised figure for development programme for 1995, according to the
Draft Estimates of Development Programme is $20,495,000. The other document
states $11,775,000. Something seems to be amiss. The Draft Estimates of
Expenditure 1995 states $22,240,000. The other document states $28,885,000.
There seemsto be a serious discrepancy and | am concerned.

Mr. Imbert: Madam Speaker, if the Member wants to get the figures as
accurately as possible there is the Draft Estimates of Expenditure of Local
Government Authorities;, not the one he is referring to. | also refer him to the
Draft Estimates of Expenditure—this one. [ Document shown] The document heis
reading relates to establishments—the people employed, and so forth. Those are
not the figures he should be looking at.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, the Draft Estimates of Expenditure 1995
states that for 1995 the Government will be spending $22,240,000. The Draft
Estimates of Expenditure 1995, under "Development Programme" states
$28,885,000. The Government should make up its mind which one s correct.
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Since the Minister of Works and Transport and Minister of Local Government

has intervened, it leaves me to wonder how many other ministries carry equally
wrong figures. | have only had time to look at the Ministry of Local Government.

| turn now to the figures for wages. In the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and
Marine Resources there is a reduction of $11 million. In the Ministry of Works
and Transport, there is a reduction of $28 million. It is in keeping with the
Government’s policy—the same thing has happened in local government—to trim
the staff, rationalize the workforce. At least, that is my interpretation of the
reduced figures when compared with last year's figures. Does it mean that there
would be new cutsin staff? | would like to have that question answered.

In local government there seems to be much chaos and confusion. In the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources, daily-paid workers are
being sent home—also in the Ministry of Works and Transport.

Let us look at what is taking place in the regional corporations and we would
see the contradiction. This document is the Draft Estimates for Statutory Boards.
[Interruption] The Member has a selective memory, you know! | said that there
was a reduction in wages in the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources, and the Ministry of Works and Transport.

With respect to the Port of Spain City Corporation there is an increase in the
allocation for Wages and Cost of Living Allowance by $2 million. Something is
wrong. There is a contradiction of the Government's stated policy of over-
employment in local government. Port of Spain City Corporation falls under the
Ministry of Local Government. The Government is trimming staff because the
staff was padded over the years, but we are faced with a figure today where the
Government is making increased alocations. That is a contradiction of the
Government's stated policy.

And not only that, provisions in the sum of $1 million have been made for
vacant posts. So that the increase cannot be to fill vacant posts. There is a separate
provision for that.

7.05p.m.

Let us see what is happening in San Fernando. Again, the picture is the same.
There is an increase of $1.611 million in emoluments for staff, and provision for
vacant posts. So that, again, is aclear contradiction and | want the Government to
explain that. I am confused on this. | am normally a very confused person, but |
am even more confused now, Madam Speaker.



899
Appropriation Bill (Budget) Thursday, December 01, 1994

Mr. Sudama: Especially when you look at the Member.
Mr. S. Hosein: Arima, Madam Speaker.
Hon. Member: Different strokes for different folks?

Mr. S. Hosein: Arima has been increased by $302,000 so, again, there is an
increase. Point Fortin, increased by $200,000; Chaguanas, increased by $924,000
[Interruption] | want to know what your policy is. The Member has indicated
time and time again in this Parliament—in fact even the Member for St. Ann's
East has intervened in that debate and said the Government is rationalizing the
staff. We are overstaffed, they say; we have too many people. During the boom
days we took on friend, auntie, nennen, cousin, everybody, and now we are trying
to rationalize the thing. But in the same breath—I have named five corporations
aready—they are increasing the allocations.

Hon. Member: All controlled by the PNM.
Mr. Imbert: Money paid to staff.

Mr. S. Hosein: No, no, no; let me be specific. | am talking about wages and
cost of living allowances. All those figures | have been quoting have nothing to
do with salaries. You see, | am very meticulous and when | entered local
government for the first time | ensured that | learnt about local government from
both the administrative side and as a politician, so that today | can stand here and
speak with authority on local government. If heiswilling to learn, | am willing to
give advicefor free.

Mr. Bereaux: Shadow Minister of Local Government?

Mr. S. Hosein: Until the next election. When we go to the other areas, you
will see for example, Tunapuna/Piarco Regiona Corporation, cut by $7.8 million.
Under Wages: San Juan/Laventille, Wages and Cost of Living Allowances
reduced by over $3 million. Diego Martin regional corporation, reduced by $1.5
million. [Interruption] They have increased Siparia, actually.

In Sangre Grande there is a reduction of $1.375 million;
CouvalTabaquite/Talparo, reduction again of $2.3 million; Rio Claro/Mayaro
reduction, and it goes on and on. In fact, Siparia has had an increase of half a
million dollars; Pena/Debe a reduction of $20,000 and Princes Town has had a
reduction of $925,000.

Thereisacontradiction, and | want an explanation. Isit that we are selectively
retrenching people? Or isthere a higher priority in terms of getting things done in
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the urban areas and a lesser priority—because when you look at this, the urban
areas have clearly had provisions made for increased staff. In the rural areas, by
and large, when you look at some of the areas—San Juan/Laventille encompasses
a large expanse of what can be termed rural. In fact if you look at the living
conditions—anyway, Madam Speaker, | want to get on.

| want to look at the figures for goods and services. This is where my friend
and | disagree.

Mr. Imbert: One per cent.

Mr. S. Hosein: Madam Speaker, | agree that we need to do something about
wages to bring them in line with goods and services. The problem of local
government has always been one of insufficient provision for goods and services.
Always—from day one. The trend continues. | want to advise the Member that he
can use the total allocation for Penal/Debe, say, about $15 million for goods and
services, send home everybody and keep two persons, the CEO and Accountant,
and there will be a perfectly healthy goods and services ratio. That is why | said
one has to rationalize—determine the minimum level of staff needed and on that
basis provide the necessary goods and services.

There has been a net decrease in goods and services to the Port of Spain City
Corporation, and even though there is a larger figure under goods and services,
when one considers the fact that out of that they have to pay a significant sum for
street lighting, and with the real cost of street lighting this year, goods and
services will have been effectively reduced. The same applies to San Fernando;
they have a net loss of $827,000 under goods and services.

One would have expected that with the reduction in wages, the goods and
services vote would have been increased, but that is not the case. Overdl, it
appears to be an increase, but when you pay the accumulated debts, especialy
street lighting, and next year you have to face the full cost of street lighting, then
there is a significant reduction in goods and services. This takes place in every
one of the regional corporations, which puts paid to the Member's argument.

| want to talk a bit about rural street lighting, because if one looks at the
allocations for street lighting, for example, Penal/Debe, it is $200,000 and Diego
Martin is about $2—3$3 million. It tells you something. Diego Martin region has
to pay for many street lights.
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Mr. Imbert: That isnot correct.

Mr. S. Hosein: Let me get the correct figure, Madam Speaker. The Member
Isintent on taking up my time when | have so many other important things to deal
with. The Member is questioning my credibility, which is something that | do not
take kindly to.

Hon. Member: That isright; you are dealing with facts and figures.

Mr. S. Hosein: Street lighting for the Diego Martin Regional Corporation,
$3,719,000.

Hon. Member: What about arrears?

Mr. S. Hosein: Arrears—$2,494,000. So that even then you have a balance
of $1.3 million for street lighting. Let us look at Penal/Debe and see what is
happening. Penal/Debe street lighting allocation is $1.26 million and $865,000 is
arrears, leaving them $400,000 for street lighting. Penal/Debe Corporation
encompasses alarger land area.

Mr. Imbert: Fewer lights.

Mr. S. Hosein: | agree, this is the point | was making. Were you not
listening, or is your head hard?

Mr. Sudama: More roads.

Mr. S. Hosein: There is a larger land area and virtualy the same amount of
mileage in terms of roads, because we had that very argument last year and | dealt
with it effectively. What has been happening is, by and large—and maybe rightly
so—in terms of street lighting the rural areas have been neglected, and that is a
fact. And it continues to be. What we are saying, and the Member for Chaguanas
made the point earlier, is that we need to do something to correct that situation.

While you need to have more street lighting in Diego Martin, you also need to
put in alot more street lights in the Penal/Debe regional area. There is no specific
alocation for street lighting for local government bodies. While they have the
responsibility, the time has come—and | want to plead with my friend the
Member for St. Ann's East—please, Mr. Minister, when you are doing next year's
budget, if you are still around, make a special provision separate and apart from
the Development Programme, for the installation of street lighting in these areas.

What is strange, Madam Speaker, is that one would have expected, as | said
earlier, to see, with the reduction in wages, a concomitant increase in the
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alocation for contracted services. In fact, what has happened again is that after
you pay out arrears there is a net reduction in contracted services. So there is no
logic to the Government’s argument, absolutely none!

| want to make it quite clear that we on this side are dissatisfied with the
productivity at local government level. But we are saying there is a way to
addressit. There is an agreement. If the agreement is the sore point, then deal with
it. If you have an extremely good relationship with the union, sit down with the
union and thrash out the agreement with them.

Hon. Member: Yes, because the unions giving us hell.

Mr. S. Hosein: | myself am not happy with workers coming to work for five
o'clock and leaving at seven. They could tell me what they want. That is my
position. We need to do something, and not only at local government level—in
the whole country, Madam Speaker, especialy in the public sector. There are very
few people working hard and carrying the load in the public sector; the other
people are just there, going along.

The time has come when we must own up to our responsibilities and start
making examples of people—whether they litter, block a roadside drain; flout
Town and Country Planning regulations, or whether they are not performing or
are corrupt! We need to make examples of them.

7.15p.m.

In the very few minutes | have left, | want to move on to agriculture very
quickly. As a Member of Parliament responsible for a constituency that is largely
agricultural, 1 am extremely worried at the pace—not that | have a serious
ideological difference with the policies being employed; | have a problem with
the haste and lack of protection to that sector.

We understand the pressures the multilateral lending agencies are putting on
the country and the Government; we understand the direction that world trade is
taking—we understand all those things—but at the same time we need to
understand what is going to take place with the agricultural sector: the social
implications, the net effect of what is going to take place. Is the social cost going
to outweigh, in the long run, the benefits that will accrue to us by going along this
route?

What we need, firstly, is an integrated approach to the problemsin agriculture.
What we should be having is the farmers and the ministry working together to
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develop new areas of production, because | am of the firm view that not because
my grandfather planted a certain crop, | should continue to plant the same crop.
We have to look at agriculture as a profitable venture—viability in agriculture.
But the Government must not absolve itself or abscond from its responsibility to
set that whole new initiative in place. As a Government, it has the responsibility
to do that.

So that you have the farmers and Government working together to develop
new areas of production and to use new approaches to agriculture, because we
have unique problems in our agricultural sector in terms of land space, and so
forth. What is absolutely strange, all the economic gurus in this country over the
years said—and they continue to say so, louder and louder—that, in the short
term, agriculture is the only sector that has the ability to create sustainable, low-
cost employment. Why, for God's sake, are we not doing al in our power to
ensure that that comes about? For that is the one sector that is going to create a
significant dent in the unemployment problem.

What has to happen is that instead of a hands-off approach by the ministry, the
technical department of the ministry should be allowed to play an enhanced role.
They should have been retrained. Understanding that we were going this route—
we had little leeway; we had little choice—they should have been trained to deal
with the new redlities in agriculture.

What we need to establish in the ministry—and | now bear it spoken about—
is a sustained marketing thrust by a special department set up in the ministry that
would look into marketing. Because, by and large, people who get into
agriculture, with one or two exceptions, are not in the best position to help
themselves to seek markets, to seek new technology and so forth.

So at this point farmers need that help. The extension department has a role to
play. For example, they would advise farmers—and | am just throwing out
things—on soil type—"look, you should not plant this thing because the soil is
not right"; most farmers do not know that—viability of crops, and more
importantly, diversification.

The extension department should be working in tandem with this marketing
department that we are speaking about. The extension department would advise
on infrastructural needs, for example, if you are talking about new market control
of the uses of pesticides, which, at this time, is a serious problem. The
Government has a responsibility, if nobody else has, if it is concerned about the
welfare of its citizens, to look into the indiscriminate use, maybe through
ignorance, of pesticides and weedicidesin agriculture.
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So that all these things should have been done before the sector is exposed. |
am not saying that we should not expose the sector, but you do certain things first.
What is most crass to hear today is that the vendors at Cross-Crossing have had
their stalls demolished, after the promise of alay-by. And the Government comes
here to boast about the Brian Lara Promenade! | agree with the beautification of
Port of Spain; it is something to be admired, but the Government comes to boast
about that, to propagandize on the one hand while on the other putting vendors on
the breadline for Christmas, after promising them lay-bys!

When one looks at what is happening in NAFTA—one would have read in the
agreement between Mexico and the United States of America that certain areas
are protected for up to 15 years. Some commodities are not included at al. But we
are talking of giving our minuscule farming community four years to deal with
the reality of—

Madam Speaker: Y ou have five more minutes.

Mr. S. Hosain: | will just have to deal with the other matters at another time.
There are so many areas of concern, for example, population control and what the
Government is doing about it. Because inherent in that policy are implications for
our socia services sector, health, education, for law and order. | have been asked
by my constituents to raise certain specific issues and | would try to raise one or
two which | think are the most pertinent since | do not have timeto raise al.

To me, population policy is very, very important. We cannot continue to have
the population increasing as it now is, young people becoming parents at the rate
they are, and the resources, as was rightly said, are becoming less and less. In fact,
the Family Planning Association has been doing yeoman service and | think they
need meaningful assistance.

On my constituency, Madam Speaker, | want to spend two minutes, if you
would permit me. The most critical problem in the constituency is water. We have
all the problems that the rest of the country has: bad roads, bridges, lack of water,
unemployment. | want to quote the Member for St. Ann's East, November 23,
1994, last week Wednesday in the Finance Committee debate, at 6.35 p.m. where
he said:

"The World Bank have made it plain that they have money, some us $65
million which can be injected into WASA for mains replacement. Many of
WASA's mains are old; some are old asbestos mains;"
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Madam Speaker, asbestos mains—I| wonder if we caught on the implications.
It goes on:

"they are leaking. In many instances they are incapable of being repaired.
They haveto berelaid.”

Of course, he went on to talk about the bore being reduced, and he is
absolutely right. The major parts of the mains in the Siparia constituency are old
asbestos mains. They have been laid 35 to 50 years ago. | am pleading in this
House, because—the Member from Chaguanas made the point, and | agree with
her—we all represent people and we should have an input into the making of the
budget. Whether it is considered or not is another matter, but in critical areas—
and to me, this is the most critical issue in the Siparia constituency—some
provision should be made for the relaying of those old asbestos mains because
that isamajor part of the problem in the provision.

Lastly, | want to make a plea, in all honesty, in al sincerity. If we are about
the business of governing this country to the best of our ability, if we have
nothing to hide, if we have only the welfare of the people of Trinidad and Tobago
a heart, there is no reason for the reluctance in setting up meaningful
parliamentary committees. | would tell Members why it is extremely important
that we do that. In the parliamentary committees one is able to sit away from the
spotlight and the public glare. There is no need to score political points, as we are
wont to do in the House before the television cameras and so forth.

7.25p.m.

The bipartisan approach—and this is what endears the American system to
me—one sits soberly and thinks in terms of the welfare of the country as being
the way to go. | make a special plea to the Members on the other side that if we
are serious about the business of the welfare of the people of Trinidad and Tobago
and really care, as we professin our manifestos, then we would do that.

Finally, there is the need—if we want to encourage our people to be self-
reliant and productive—to take this debate in its entirety into people's homes so
they would look at the issues, both sides of the argument, and be informed as to
the role of Government and, indeed, their own role.

Madam Speaker, | had much to say this evening, but unfortunately, time has
run out. | thought | was going to get 10 minutes injury time, but it is not to be.
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| thank Members, most graciously, and before | take my seat, | want to wish
my colleague the Member for Princes Town—as | did last year—a happy
birthday. Today is his birthday.

Mr. Hedwige Bereaux (La Brea): Madam Speaker, before | begin my
contribution proper, | first want to congratulate the Member for Siparia | also
want to congratulate, the Minister of Finance on a superb performance, not only
In respect of the budget statement which was delivered a few days ago, but also
on the calm and professional manner in which he has handled his stewardship as
Minister of Finance throughout the three turbulent years.

All this is, indeed, as a result of his, and this Government's, steadfastly
holding to plans, programmes and policies, and insisting that we must cut our coat
to suit our cloth, and not spend what we do not have. The insistence on fiscal
discipline, even in the face of assaults by friend and foe alike, has enabled us to
survive and to experience a year of progress such as 1994, culminating in a
budget statement of this kind, providing as it does, relief to many and hope for the
future of our nation.

The reliefs which have been provided are self-evident; some of which | will
endeavour to highlight and amplify; all of which the population will experience
and enjoy, regardless of the attempts by some—I want to exclude two Members
on the other side—to ridicule and belittle them.

The hope which this nation feels is embedded in the fact that notwithstanding
the criticism; the attempts by some to put stumbling blocks in the way of progress
by fomenting strife; opposing beneficial legislation with a view to advancing
sagging political fortunes; this Government resolutely, and with clinical
efficiency, has been getting the job done to the extent that on November 25, 1994,
the Minister of Finance could preface his budget statement with the following
impressive record of achievements:

"By the end of 1994, we will have exceeded our economic growth
projections by 100 per cent, realizing a4 per cent real growth rate for the year,
the highest since 1981."

That is 13 years. Secondly,
"In the first half of the year, exports rose 14 per cent in US dollar terms."”
Thirdly,

"In the non-oil sector, Trinidad and Tobago exporters sold an impressive 30
per cent more of our goods and services abroad;"
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Fourthly,
"inflation is down from last year; "

Madam Speaker, inflation in Trinidad and Tobago in 1994 was eight per cent
in 1995 it is projected to be seven per cent. This must be judged against what is
happening the world over. | quote from page 3 of The Review of the Economy
1994:

"Inflation in the major industrial countries remained relatively low during
the year, with the rate falling from 2.9 per cent in 1993 to 2.4 per cent in 1994.

However, inflation rates in developing countries are expected to increase
from 45.2 per cent in 1993 to 47.5 per cent in 1994; while the rate in the
economiesin transition, though still extremely high by international standards,
Is estimated to decline significantly...to 330.8 per cent.”

The Minister continued in this budget statement:

"...the currency is remarkably stable; job creation is exceeding job losses
and as aresult, the rate of unemployment isfalling.”

Again, | want to quote from the Review of the Economy 1994 at page 20:

"The number of persons employed by the end of June 1994 rose to
412,300 persons, an increase of 3.2 per cent..As a result, the rate of
unemployment fell from 19.5 per cent to 18.1 per cent..."

We see that in agriculture, there was a 21 per cent increase.

In the petroleum industry, the increase was 22.5 per cent. Significantly, it goes
on:

"A maor development in the Agriculture sector relates to the
diversification process at Caroni (1975) Limited, whereby a greater reliance
has been placed on private farmers for the supply of sugar cane for processing.
This has led to an increase in the number of persons employed in sugar cane
cultivation and harvesting.”

Indeed, the PNM’s manifesto talks about dealing with Caroni (1975) Limited.
Moreso, we had a tripartite committee, dealing with Caroni (1975) Limited, and
as aresult of the report of that committee Caroni (1975) Limited took a different
direction whereby more farmers’ canes were to be used. We have seen the positive
result of that in this year'sincrease in employment.
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The budget statement continues:

"The rate of investment is up, and we expect direct foreign investment in 1995
to reach an amazing Us$1.2 billion, practicaly us$1,000 per capita. We have
been paying our external debt which is now reduced to us$2.1 billion."

When this Government took office the external debt was us $2.4 billion.

Y esterday, and, again, part of today—with notable exceptions—I heard hon.
Members opposite indulge in al sorts of interpretations, misinterpretations,
misstatements and flawed logic in an attempt to wean the population away from
the realization that the economy of Trinidad and Tobago is on the mend, and that
this budget focused as it is on continued administrative reform, economic growth,
training, infrastructural development and assistance for the socially
disadvantaged, has the potential—with the population’s continued participation—
to take Trinidad and Tobago on a path of further and sustained economic
improvement.

In order to fully appreciate the achievements revealed in this budget
statement, it is necessary to recount, although in somewhat abbreviated fashion,
the highlights of the situation in which this Government found the Trinidad and
Tobago economy when it came into power in 1991.

| would like to state here that petroleum production was down and declining.
Gas production was critically low, to the point where the country was facing
imminent gas rationing if T& TEC was to continue to get its supply.

The foreign debt stood at US $2.4 billion, with debt service reguirements
bunching in the years 1992, 1993 and 1994 of Us $612, us $607 and Us $501
million, respectively. Public sector workers were not receiving their proper
salaries in accordance with the Industrial Court judgment. Therefore, the debt to
public servants was mounting. The state enterprise sector was in disarray with a
substantial number of state enterprises being wards of the Treasury.

There was the Caroni (1975) Limited back-pay issue, as well as chronic
unemployment. These and similar encumbrances, well known to Members on
both sides of this House, were the hazards which the present Government
encountered upon assuming office. All these were tackled resolutely, and
courageously, even in the face of serious dissent. In some cases this dissent came
from among our staunchest supporters. However, we perserved as we realized that
we had chosen the correct path and that the nation would eventually reap the
benefits.
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| just want quickly to get to the action that was taken that caused us to be
where we are today.

7.35p.m.

The public sector workers: In the 1992 Budget, $400 million was alocated to
pay public servants their correct salaries. Government has been negotiating with
the public servants, and the likelihood is that the various representatives of the
public service will agree to Government’s proposals. Provisions have been made
in this budget to deal with payments.

Caroni (1975) Limited backpay issue: Notwithstanding the walkabout and
other protests, that too, was settled—and settled at the time when Government
indicated it would do so.

Unemployment: It was indicated here today, and in the budget speech, the
series of measures we have taken to reduce unemployment—and we have seen the
effect in 1994. Although to some extent small, there is till a substantial distance
to go. We have seen the stimulation of construction, the apprenticeship
programme. We have seen the programme outlined by the Minister of Housing to
provide 4,000 houses in a short space of time. Every time | hear that and | think
about it, it reminds me that he is from Point Fortin, and | wonder whether he was
the person Blue Boy was talking about when he said, “Y ou meet Superman now”.
| could not believe it but the action is there for al to see.

The public sector investment programme: In 1994 there will be $1.3 billion in
investment. The foreign debt has been tackled with resolution and ingenuity.

Divestment of state enterprises. Some of the proceeds from these enterprises
are being used to assist in reducing the public debt. By the manner in which this
Government has tackled that debt, it has gained the confidence of the international
financial community to the extent that on two occasions, in 1992 and 1993, the
Government has been able to re-enter the international bond market in the sum of
USs $125 million and us $150 million.

With respect to the state enterprises sector which was a drain on the public
purse, to some extent we are in the process of rationalizing, divesting some and
definitely reducing dependency upon the Treasury.

| want now to deal with the energy sector and the way in which the activities
of this Government in respect of the energy sector, have put us in the position in
which we are today, getting ready to move forward, the first year of real positive
growth since 1981.
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It is known that the energy sector has been and continues to be the single
largest contributor to the economy of Trinidad and Tobago. In 1994 it accounted
for 17 per cent of Government’s revenue, approximately 70 per cent of the
country’s foreign exchange earnings and 26 per cent of GDP.

None of what the Government has done was either by chance or vaps; it was
carefully planned. | want to refer to the PNM’s manifesto of 1991 at page 21.

"A PNM Government, as a matter of highest priority, will formulate specific
strategies to:

re-vitalize the energy sector and its maor components - exploration,
production, processing, construction and services

accelerate diversification within the sector and expansion and deepening of
downstream industries

provide for timely decision-making by Government and its agencies on
matters that impact on this sector.”

Additionally, as a result of that, one of the initiatives which the PNM
Government indicated that it would take in order to achieve this was the
establishment of a sanding committee on energy, comprised of Ministers and
technocrats that would advise the Cabinet on national energy policies. This
committee would be chaired by the Prime Minister.

So well has this committee been working, that a transnational company, as |
would prefer to call it, indicated that this Government, in respect of energy
matters, moves faster than some very large corporations in its decision-making
process.

7.45p.m.

To quote further:

- create an environment that will attract foreign investors not only in local
investment, but in the undertaking of some of their research and
development activity in Trinidad and Tobago;

- revision of the petroleum legislation to provide for atax regime that will
allow a choice of contractual arrangements for oil exploration and
production;

- ingtitutional changes in the state energy sector to provide for greater
efficiencies and optimum use of available resources,
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- encourage the local service companies and entrepreneurs either alone or
with the collaboration of 'smaller’ foreign energy companies, to explore
and develop at minimum initial risk the mature, depleted shallow land
acreage."

Those are the areas in the PNM manifesto that pointed to the direction in which
it would go in respect of the energy sector. As a result of that, what happened?
As | indicated, the Standing Committee on Energy has been formed and it is
carrying out its decision. The Government also came to this Parliament and
passed relevant tax legislation giving certain incentives to petroleum companies in
order to encourage them to get into oil exploration. Those incentives that were
given amounted to a loss of revenue of $115 million. We said it in this House.

Nonetheless, we recognized that the benefits would come to the extent that
today, in Trinidad and Tobago, Amoco which had stopped exploration activity is
now continuing that activity with British Gas, Texaco, Exxon, Chevron Total.
Alcoa. All of them are doing exploration and production at present. In the
immediate future, Pecten, Anderman Smith in collaboration with a local
entrepreneur, Krishna Persad and Associates, and Petrotrin, are getting ready to
move into the northern basin to do some exploration work in that area. The
northern basin is the part of Trinidad between the Central Range and the southern
foothills of the Northern Range.

This has resulted in an increased production in oil from offshore areas of
approximately 10 per cent. What happened? The benefits of this were seen when,
because of the volatility of the oil market, the projections in the national budget
with respect to $19 per barrel proved to be out by about $2.50. But because of the
increase in production, and the quality in terms of the API of the oil, we found
that the loss in revenue was only 10 per cent.

Additionally, in Trinidad and Tobago, unlike several other places, we have a
net inflow of activity in the oil industry, when severa other areas are not having
any inflow. Although Trinidad and Tobago has a petroleum economy, it is an
economy now whereby there are substantial reserves of natural gas. Reliable
pronouncements support the contention that this country has reserves of natura
gas varying between 14 and 22 trillion cubic feet.

The requirements needed to satisfy existing and proposed projects are
estimated to be of the order of 8 trillion cubic feet. Natural gas development is the
area in which this Government has chosen to carry this country, having regard to
its preferred use as a clean fuel, and the preponderance of natural gas reserves in
the country.
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Earlier in the debate, certain comments were made in respect of the gas-based
industrial estate to be established in the La Brea/Point Fortin area. Just for the
information of others, because | know it has been touted, not only in this House,
but also outside it by those who purport to know—I say “purport”—that this
development should have been elsewhere in Point Lisas.

Before | deal with that contention, let me state that Point Lisas was devel oped
several years ago. | have the honour to have been one of the presidents of the
organization, the South Trinidad Chamber, that had the idea. Eventually, it turned
out that the Government took it over.

When the Government of the day—a PNM government incidentally—decided
to develop Point Lisas it was subjected to ridicule of al sorts. Today, at Point
Lisas there are four ammonia plants, two methanol plants with a third under
construction, one urea plant, one iron and steel plant, one iron carbide, T&TEC,
one natural gas liquid with the expectation that two more ammonia plants, two
more methanol plants and three more iron carbide plants would be constructed.
This would require a total of approximately 6 trillion cubic feet of natural gasto
satisfy that area

In the PNM manifesto says very clearly that the experience and expertise
developed at Point Lisas will be directed to the La Brea/Point Fortin area toward
the creation of an energy industrial estate with the necessary infrastructure to
attract users of gas and electricity.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: How many jobs?

Mr. H. Bereaux: | am not going to be distracted. | am dealing with my
constituency and important matters. The Member can open his mouth as much as
he wants.

As | was saying, a PNM Government decided way back that this was going to
happen. To a large extent, | have identified the number of plants at Point Lisas.
Whether some realize it or not, the replacement value of those plants is about US
$8 or $10 billion. That has some significance, and | would also deal with that.

7.55 p.m.

Basically, Point Lisas is now approximately 70 per cent full. It is an industrial
estate of 1,400 acres. So the ability of Point Lisas to accommodate other large
plants is severely restricted. We might say 70 per cent full, but the plants are not
al in one corner. They are scattered at various parts of the estate and it is
extremely difficult to fit in any large plant there again. One can get other plants,
but not asingle large plant. In terms of space, thereis difficulty at Point Lisas.
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To go further, at present 1,200 vessels call at Point Lisas every year. With the
iron carbide and other plants coming in, there is the possibility that there will be
an additional 300 vessels per year. The channels at Point Lisas had to be dredged
and are restricted. When one is thinking about big LNG tankers, one has to be
concerned about their ability to turn around, because nobody wants to be in a
harbour when an LNG tanker is trying to turn around. Such a tanker needs space
because of the very nature of the fuel it is transporting.

Both in terms of land space and in terms of harbour space, Point Lisas is not
suitable. Moreover, Point Lisas itself, in terms of the value of the plants in that
area, is what is called in insurance circles, an estimated maximum loss. Insurers
look at that and after a while they become nervous. As they become nervous,
premiums rise, so it was essential for the Government to look for another area.

The key to any development of gas-based industry or otherwise, more often
than not, particularly in respect of LNG, will require a harbour which is safe and
more properly natural. People speak about the industrial estate to be established at
La Brea/Point Fortin as new, but it is not in fact a new industrial estate. The first
industrial estate in Trinidad and Tobago was at Brighton, La Brea. There were
Lake Asphalt, Brighton Refinery and Van Leer. All we are doing is resuscitating
and extending an existing industrial estate. The whole area has been already
zoned for industry. Additionally, Brighton area has a natural harbour. On the east
coast, where Amoco has its harbour, every two years that area has to be dredged
at tremendous cost. Even now, when money has to be spent to upgrade the
harbour at La Brea, it is more of a cosmetic, vacuum-cleaning operation, rather
than construction type. These are some of the elements involved in the choice.

| remember the Member for St. Augustine and the Member for Naparima—
quite properly—asking: "Why did you not put the LNG plant and the industrial
estate close to where the gas line is? You will have to spend all this money to
bring the gas line to the plants.” Wéll, let me explain.

We could not even put the gas line at Point Lisas because the gas in the line,
which at present goes to Point Lisas, passes through aliquid recovery plant which
has a capacity of 625 million cubic feet per day. That capacity is amost
completely used up, and if there is an LNG plant which will use 400 million cubic
feet per day, right away you will see that there is no plant to pass it through, and
as aresult we would lose the value of the liquids in the 400 million cubic feet per
day of gas.

But LaBreaisnot asfar from the gas line as it appears to other people. One of
the gas lines going to Point Lisas—a two-foot gas line—tees off at Picton in the
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constituency of Oropouche. It is not far from there to La Brea. As aresult of that,
La Breais the closest spot with a harbour to which you can bring that gas line.
This point was also raised by the Member for St. Augustine. He said: "Why do
you spend $200 million to put a gas line for somebody to open an LNG plant?"
Let me explain.

The LNG plant is not the only plant which will be erected there. The National
Gas Company is a supplier of gas, and a transmitter of gas. By that | mean, if
Amoco, for instance, would like to bring gas from the East Coast and pass it
through the National Gas Company’s pipeline from Picton to La Brea, there is a
transmission fee. So, the pipelineitself is a business venture.

Moreover, since the LNG plant is not the only plant which is proposed for that
estate—in fact there will be several others—if the National Gas Company, which
will partially own the estate and be the driving force behind the development of
the estate, were to permit another private sector person to own the pipeline, then it
would be just the same asif that private sector person owns the estate because the
person who owns the pipeline will control the price at which gas is brought to the
estate, and be in a position to control development of the estate.

Mr. Humphrey: Madam Speaker, | appreciate very much what the Member
is saying, but the point | was making is: Since LNG will not be utilized locally—
the product is 100 per cent exported—would it not be better for the producers of
LNG to meet the capital cost and put the plant nearer to the source of the gas? By
all means open up the industrial estate to other industries. Would that not be better
for Trinidad and Tobago?

Mr. H. Bereaux: The Member is taking about TT $200 million, not US
dollars for the plant. If they meet the capital cost to put it, they will require a
benefit; nobody gives anything free. The National Gas Company is competent to
put down the pipeline; it has put down several pipelines. That is a short pipeline,
so they can meet the costs and collect the revenue. More importantly, in putting
down an industrial estate in an area, one must look at several things, and all of
these things were looked at, not only by the National Gas Company, but aso, to a
large extent, by the very persons who are erecting the plant.

One must first look at the skills available in the area for constructing plants.
The people who work in plants normally work shift. Shift work, no matter how it
appears, is not something to which persons all over Trinidad are accustomed. In
that area, there are a number of persons who are accustomed to that kind of work.
They have built large plants and have worked as operators. Moreover, there is the
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guestion of the land which was necessary for the estate. All the land is owned by
two state companies.

We al know, as | am certain the Member for St. Augustine does, that
resettling people and arranging the utilization of land when you would like to
bring in a plant, is a headache of immense proportions which no developer of any
plant or estate would like. | have tried in a small way to give some of the reasons
for placing the industrial estate at La Brea in the first instance. The investors
looked at al the options.

8.05 p.m.

To answer the other question about the positioning of the LNG plant—an LNG
plant takes up 200-plus acres of land. LNG is a process where gas is subjected to
certain pressures, 166 degrees below zero, it is liquefied and then sent into a ship.
The cost of that pipeline aone, from the plant to the ship is so prohibitive that the
builders of the plant were prepared to spend additional money on the engineering
in order to deal with the dlightly unstable conditions in a part of the site rather
than go further. Because one is dealing with science and expensive technology to
put those pipelines in a shape to take that liquefied gas to the ships. They are
going to build their own jetty to deal with that.

The $350 million we spoke about for the National Gas Company is to build a
chemical jetty to dea with the other ammonia plant, which would be brought in
by Farm Land. Farm Land is a company that has never made an investment
outside the continental United States, but we have gotten them to come in. If one
Is going to develop a gas-based industrial estate one needs a chemical jetty and
there is al'so going to be a construction jetty.

We are looking at a complete development, a quality development which
would go way into the 21st century. There will not only be energy-based
industries but also other downstream industries of energy. The Member for
Oropouche spoke about polyester and a number of other things—all those things
are planned for that area.

Moreover, we must consider for the area what it would do and | make no
apologies for this—the county of St. Patrick, La Breain particular, has been in the
doldrums for an extremely long time. That area provided this country with a
means of livelihood for many years and it is gratifying to see that this
Government is prepared to keep its campaign promise to the people of La Brea
and Point Fortin and bring needed development to the area.
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Mr. Palackdharrysingh: How many jobs would be created?

Mr. H. Bereaux: The Member for Caroni Central is asking me about how
many jobs would be created. There would be about 3,000 to 4,000 direct jobs on
the site in the construction stage. That does not cater for the spin-off of contracted
jobs. We are not talking about that. Anytime one is doing construction,
particularly the basic construction, there would be jobs. | know of a particular
cement supplier from the north who has already bought land in La Brea and is
getting ready to put down a plant in preparation for the construction. He is
looking for work.

There would be a number of these jobs. Additionally, these plants when
operational would provide about 10 per cent of jobs in the construction stage.
That is not al they would provide. However, they sub-contract out almost every
bit of 1abour we are talking about; other spin-off industries would come from this.
Even a ssimple thing like data entry. When one has these big plants they do not
want to run their own computer system; they contract it out; somebody else would
do that, and that is labour intensive.

The benefits to be gained from the presence of that industrial estate is
tremendous and, more importantly, we would be using a natural resource, which
we have. Let us face the facts: Trinidad and Tobago may want to diversify its
economy, and it is good to do so, but one hasto start from a position of strength to
be able to properly diversify the economy. The easiest and quickest way for the
country to gain the wherewithal, to improve its development capability, is for it to
use its natural gas, which it has in substantial quantities. That is what the
Government is seeking to do.

There are lands available for housing and the Member for Point Fortin has
indicated that he has already started to build houses. Additionally, not far away in
Palo Seco, as a result of the merging of the two state petroleum companies into
Petrotrin, there is a fallout of competent people. A number of them are taking
early retirement. They are going home with a substantial amount of money, and
they have a lot of ability which could contribute substantially to the work to be
done at that estate.

Another fallout from that is that the oil company is coming out of agriculture.
Palo Seco Agricultural Enterprises has 5,000 acres of land and one can see
immediately a marriage between the utilization of that land from an agricultural
standpoint and the influx of personnel on the estate. | do not want to deal with that
at this time because representations have aready been made. But there are so
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many permutations and so many benefits to be gained from the presence of
industry at La Brea.

Even in terms of utilities—this is a point that the Member for St. Augustine
made about a year ago—some of the plants coming there will be producing their
own water through desalination and/or their electricity, so one would have
cogeneration. What is happening in that area is a brave new world. That is 1,600
acres of land stretching from La Brea to Vance River that we are talking about.
Any time they continue to grow at that rate we would go to Point Fortin and take
the other 400 acres that the Member for the area has there.

| am enthused about it; | think Trinidad and Tobago should be enthused about
it aswell. They are not going to build a gate in Chinese Village or in Vance River
to keep out anybody; it is development open to anybody who is competent.
[Interruption] That would be dealt with too. The Member is thinking in the past
but | am looking at the brave new world ahead.

| just wanted to take this small opportunity to identify, in no simple way,
exactly what was happening at La Brea. | feel that Members of this honourable
House need to have explained to them the kind of thought and decision-making
process that went into the choice of the site, so that they would understand that it
was not awilly-nilly decision, but adecision that was founded on economic sense.

Madam Speaker: The hon. Member's speaking time has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. W. Mottley]

Question put and agreed to.

Madam Speaker: At this point we are going to have a dinner break for 30
minutes. The sitting of the House is, therefore, suspended for 30 minutes.

8.16 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
8.55 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Mr. H. Bereaux: Madam Speaker, | want to thank hon. Members for giving
me an extension, particularly the Member for Fyzabad. As we both share common
boundaries, | could see LaBrea's gain is Fyzabad's al so.

| would deal now with a few matters raised by hon. Members opposite, in
respect of some budgetary measures. The first is the tax on insurance premiums.
A new tax will be imposed on the receipt of insurance premiums by an insurer at
the rate of 6 per cent. This would exclude life insurance, contracts in relation to
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commercia ships or aircraft, contracts for risks outside Trinidad and Tobago and
contracts of re-insurance.

Insurance premiums at present are zero-rated for the purposes of value added
tax (VAT); no value added tax is paid on insurance premiums. Additionally, with
the liberalized economy, a new practice is entering the insurance industry to the
detriment of locally registered insurance companies. It is now possible for alarge
property owner in Trinidad to go to the United States or elsewhere and purchase
insurance. A number of large companies have been doing just that. Therefore,
because those premiums are purchased abroad, those companies do not pay any
taxes in Trinidad and Tobago as is the case in respect of a company registered in
Trinidad and Tobago.

The fact that those companies are not paying any tax in Trinidad and Tobago,
the 6 per cent that is charged on the premium which the insured must withhold,
ensures that some money remains in Trinidad and Tobago. On the other hand,
where the local insurer has to pay the tax, that sum is deductible as an expense
when he is making up hisincome tax return. So that the net effect is not the same.
That sort of levels the situation between the foreign and local insurer.

The business levy: Some complaints have been made about the fact that this
has been increased from 0.25 per cent to 0.5 per cent. | do not know, however,
whether Members who complained realize that if the levy is less than the income
tax which is required to be paid by that person or that corporation, then it is only
the difference between the income tax payable and the levy that would be paid. So
al it doesisto ensure that all traders pay some form of taxes. If the levy is equal
to the income tax, they would not pay any income tax.

The Member for Naparima spoke about the taxation on terminal benefits. | do
not think he understood or grasped properly what was meant. He kept calling it an
attack on the trade unions, because the Government was taxing severance pay.
Severance pay has always been subject to tax, but you had an allowance of
$100,000 on the severance pay benefits. What the Government is addressing in
this measure is what is called "a golden hand-shake". | would explain what that
means.

There may be a senior employee of a company whom one might want to fire,
but there are no grounds for so doing; or whose services are no longer required for
whatever reason. | speak of a managing director, general manager, and people of
that executive class. What would happen is that they would be paid compensation
for loss of office. That compensation, because at present it is a capital payment,
attracts no income tax.
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So if for instance, they are giving voluntary early retirement, let us say, to the
whole ailfield staff and they would have to give voluntary early retirement to me,
| would get payment in respect of loss of office. And whereas the junior persons
would have to pay tax on sums in excess of $100,000, that tax would not apply in
respect of a payment made to persons at a certain level, because it would be
written in a manner which would make it a capital payment. All this measure
does, for want of a better word, is make all real severance pay subject to taxation
in the same way. | am sorry that the Member for Naparima s not here.

Hotel rooms are now zero-rated for tax purposes. | only noted this for
comment because of something which happened this morning. If we are going to
be making a heavy thrust into tourism, we need to look closely at how we behave
with visitors. | had the unfortunate experience of witnessing a sales clerk try to
chisel a visitor when she was doing a foreign exchange transaction, offering TT
$5.00 to the us dollar, knowing very well that there is a bank next door and she
could have sent the visitor to the bank. The visitor raised it and it was
embarrassing to the sales clerk who eventually did it properly.

What | am saying is that we have to try to make people redize that if we are
going into tourism we have to learn to be honest with our visitors, try to treat
them well. We had the unfortunate incident of Miss Universe coming here and
losing her jewels. You know, things like that go against the grain of trying to
introduce tourism. We must treat visitors properly and honestly. | think many of
our citizens do not realize how far that goes. | was once involved in the hotel
industry, and | know that these little things go very far, and there is often no way
of knowing with whom you are dealing.

Additionally, many of the provisions in the budget which provide relief for
income earners appear small in themselves. However, | have been looking at the
sums of money which would accrue to income earners and it varies from between
total credits of $1,000—it could even go higher, depending on your saary
range—to as high as $6,000 per annum. It is not a large sum of money but, having
regard to al the increases in the cost of living, | think the Government must be
complimented on what it has sought to do in respect of relief to income earners.

9.05 p.m.

Heavy weather was also made of the increase in the penalty for late filing of
income tax returns. | think hon. Members have misunderstood who pays the
increased penalty. The penalty of $100 still remains in respect of individuals; the
penalty of $1,000 isin respect of corporations. If a person files on time, he or she
would not have to pay any penalty.
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In respect of the reduction in corporation tax, Trinidad and Tobago has been
way above the competition in this regard, and the response | have been getting
from the business community has been good. The business community is very
upbeat, and when the business community is upbeat, in respect of tax reduction,
we could hope to see developmental activity both in respect of buildings and
getting into new business ventures.

Finally, on the question of stamp duty and certain duties on goods coming in, |
know the dilemma with respect to the agricultural sector. | am one of those
persons who believe that we must boost our agricultural sector. | have read in the
newspapers that some of the retailers are saying that the price of imported food
will go down in January 1995. | am pleased to know that something is being done
to reduce the price of food.

| have received many complaints from my constituents. They ask, in akind of
soft way because they do not want to be offensive, what are you all goingto do in
respect of the price of food? | know there is need to do something in agriculture,
but if the price of food is reduced now, that is one step; | am satisfied that we just
need to carry this further. The reduction in the price of food will be greatly
appreciated by the population.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Gideon Hanoomansingh (Pointe-a-Pierre): Madam Speaker, | believe
that charity begins at home and, as a person who has come from a creative
background—the electronic media—to the Parliament, | have a tendency to make
observations of immediacy.

| have heard the Member for Diego Martin East make heavy weather of the
achievements of his ministry. In this very building in which we sit tonight, we
were just coming from the other end of the building and we saw what is
happening to the roof. Now if, as the Minister of Works and Transport and
Minister of Local Government, he cannot fix this House, then how could hereally
convince us that he could fix the nation's houses.

Let us look at relief in areas for which the Minister has responsibility. The
weekend in Central Trinidad would bear testimony to what | am saying—
thousands of families marooned, livestock lost, crops damaged, threat to health.
Which of the Ministers visited? None!

Last month, Marabella was under water, and a high-powered Government
team visited there. My constituency borders San Fernando West and will, no
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doubt, benefit from the Government’s attempts at drainage there. But that team
responded specifically because there was a PNM constituency involved.

Hon. Member: Two.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: The wet season begins in June. Floods are usually
experienced in mid-October, and we have had our share in 1994 already, and have
no doubt that next year’s will come as well. The Member for Diego Martin East
painstakingly said that we on this side seem not to be paying particular attention
to the documents circulated to us so that we could review and make informed
comment.

| want to make just very brief comments about the area of drainage and flood
control asis stated on page 26 of the Public Sector Investment Programme 1995:

"Inadequate maintenance of drainage and flood control infrastructure
stemming from budgetary constraints has given rise cumulatively to the need
for major rehabilitation works. A new programme to improve drainage
infrastructure and reduce the incidence of flooding has been under
development during 1994 and is projected to commence late 1995."

If 1 am to understand the English language and reflect on my observation that the
wet season begins in June, and October is the month when there is flooding in this
country, then, perhaps, prophetically, | can say that the people who live in central
Trinidad and the flood-prone areas of the country can expect flooding next year.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Good point!

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: The Minister's explanation for that is the
topography of the land where people live—the height and lowness of the land.
Lange Park, as pointed out in passing by the Member for Caroni Central, has been
an area under development for quite a number of years and it is only recently that
area has been experiencing severe flooding. | am wondering if the land is
dropping in that area.

Let me go on to a point raised by the Member for La Brea about tourism
within the recent past, from successive PNM administrations we have been hearing
about tourism. One really wonders if, like other areas of development, the
Government is paying lip-service to tourism. The Member referred to hotel rooms
as an incentive. He made the point that it is about time we in this country paid
particular attention to what we do about tourism in attracting people to this
country. | agree with the Member. But this is a culture that was inherited by this
Member and other Members opposite for the smple reason that there was a man
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in 1956 who said that he would not encourage subservience of people in this
country.

Mr. Valley: What year?

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: The year 1956. That has been transferring as we
come down the ages. That is why today people feel it is difficult to be serving on
the table a visitor from abroad. What really has been done with respect to tourism
in Trinidad and Tobago? There are a few hotel rooms in the sister isle, Tobago.
What has been the infrastructural development for tourism in Trinidad? Very
little. If we expect to attract the tourist dollar, then we have to get serious, because
tourism, apart from energy, rakes in the most money in the world according to the
statistics.

The hon. Member for La Brea talked about the plight of Miss Universe and
the problems she experienced at the Trinidad Hilton, one of the prestigious hotels
in this country. That is a sign of desperation in the society. Miss Universe is not
the only person. Rohan Kanhai, a former captain of the West Indies cricket team,
also had hisjewelry stolen from the Trinidad Hilton.

Mr. Casimire: That is stealing and wickedness, not desperation.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: One would have thought, Madam Speaker, that at
afive-star hotel like the Trinidad Hilton, these things would not have happened,
but the opportunity presentsitself and desperation prevails.

9.15 p.m.

What was the crime rate in Trinidad and Tobago during the oil-boom days in
this country? What was the oil-boom doing to this country? It was allowing
peopleto live at a standard where they did not have to steal. | think we really have
to get very serious, when we make statements and observations that affect the
lives of peoplein this country and even abroad.

We have heard various expressions on the budget coming from this side of the
House, and | feel convinced that the general opinion of the vast majority of the
citizenry is that there is much ado about nothing. | say this because in the post-
budget analyses, radio talk shows recorded over 50 per cent of their audiences
saying that they had serious concerns about the measures in the 1995 Budget.

Let me give only a few examples of what | am talking about, because the
Member for Point Fortin told us yesterday that the majority of people agree with
the measures. Then they went on to praise the hon. Member for St. Ann’s East on
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his budget presentation, | have no quarrel with that because, after all, they are his
colleagues. What they were saying in actual fact is, "We congratul ate you. We tap
you on the back because it is the first time in the presentation of budgets under
this new PNM administration that we are not seeing any of Dr. Bobb’s reflections.”

Mr. B. Panday: Hedid not comethistime.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: | agree with the Members opposite. Look at some
of the headlines in the newspapers. "Manufacturing Sector in Danger Says
TTMA"; "McLeod: Growth in Joblessness’; "NATUC Blasts Dollar Hike for
Ministers'; "Budget a Shopping List of Horrors"; and "Budget Will Hit Profits
Says TICFA..."

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, | wonder whether the Member can tell us who
is the natuc official who blasts the Ministers hike?

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, | think the newspapers are
available to the Minister and to every other Member of the Government.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, would the Member say whether it was not Mr.
Wade Mark, who happens to be the Chairman of the United National Congress,
who happens, also, to be a Senator, who happens, aso, to have been collecting his
salary increase for the past two years?

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, | will. Wade Mark is not Natuc.
He is a member of the trade union organization and if he makes an observation
like this, | am quoting Natuc, not Wade Mark. To establish the point, | am saying
that the radio talk shows and the analyses that came following the budget
presentation reflect very serious concerns about the measures outlined in the 1995
Budget Statement.

You see, Madam Speaker, the budget reminds me of the Utilitarians—John
Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham and Thomas Payne. They were commentators who
wrote after the Dark Ages, subscribing to the philosophy that government was
about providing the greatest happiness for the greatest number. This budget is
contrary to that maxim and it seems to me the "ala Mottley" philosophy is “The
greatest sadness to the greatest number.”

Hon. Member: Wedll said.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, nearly 300,000 people now live
below the poverty line in Trinidad and Tobago and we are not even speaking
about the people who are considered under the category of poor. The most recent
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assessment of poverty was conducted by Alister Mclntyre and a 12-member team
whose work was funded by the Inter-American Development Bank. The study
entitled Building National Consensus on Social Policy for Trinidad and Tobago
was submitted to the Government in late 1993 and part of the report reads:

"Available data indicates that there has been an increase in poverty over the
period 1988 to 1992. It is estimated that in the latter year about 22.5 per cent
of households surveyed were below the poverty line..."

Since then, Madam Speaker, as you know the country has converted to a floating
dollar rate which in turn prompted an immediate response in prices.

The Central Bank Quarterly Economic Bulletin for the second quarter 1993
shows that the retail price index registered the steepest quarterly increase in 13
years during the period of the float. Since then the RPI has edged upwards,
consistently propelled by significant increases in the food component.

As amatter of fact, to make the point about the greatest sadness to the greatest
number, the index for food grew by 13.8 per cent during the period September
1993 to August 1994, more than double the more genera al items index, which
means that the rate of increase of food prices far outstripped that of general prices.
Y et, the Minster of Finance says we have a vision of becoming the global city of
the Caribbean and that we should feel buoyant and energized by our successes in
1994 because we have proved to ourselves that we have the character and self-
discipline to overcome daunting obstacles to reach our goals.

What successes? An increase in Ministers salaries when hundreds of
thousands of people walk the streets without food, like zombies, losing their jobs?
How can this Government expect the people—

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker if the hon. Member would give way.
Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Will you please?

Mr. Valley: | am asking whether you would give way.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: | would rather later on.

Madam Speaker, how can this Government expect the people to believe that
this state of affairs will really create an enlightened and liberated society? But on
the other hand, the Minister is correct. This sad hell-hole in which we have been
thrown by the PNM should, in fact, create a consciousness in the people that they
become enlightened and liberated to rid this land of the evil that is the PNM. No
better opportunity will present itself for the people of this country to continue the
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process which began in Pointe-a-Pierre at the end of May to send the signals to
the PNM that we want pressure no more.

Let us look at agriculture somewhat. When the Government opens up the
market to imports, what disaster befalls the poor farmer in this country? The men
and women who live and toil and whose lives have been immersed in poverty
because of the lip-service that successive PNM governments have paid to the
sector, are sent into further degradation.

Y esterday the Member for Oropouche quoted Frank Barsotti, an economist of
national repute, making the same point that successive PNM governments have
ignored agriculture to a great extent. What is the food import bill? A sum of $1.4
billion. With the opening up of the market what kinds of pressures will befall
these farmers? Only today the food stalls people are making an honest living—

Mr. Imbert: lllegally.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh:—their stalls were broken down. This has been the
pattern of the Government over the past few months. The hon. Member is saying
illegally. Illegally, perhaps, yes, but when people are trying to make an honest
living in the absence of the Government providing jobs for them, then what is
their recourse? If the Government had the wherewithal to provide jobs for every
citizen in this country in agriculture and had provided all the facilities, then
obvioudly if people broke the law, the Government had a recourse.

What does it mean for the collapse of the agricultural sector? No food, no
education for the children of the farmers; further stress. The list goes on.

Let me link this scenario with inflation. The Minister says that average retail
prices are estimated to have increased by only 8.3 per cent, but the income tax
reduction isonly 2 to 3 per cent, and he noted:

"Recognizing, as small as these are, that every penny counts in these grim
times for most people on fixed incomes, which have been declining in real
termsfor adecade.”

The question is, if every penny counts when taxes are reduced, what happens
when there is inflation averaging 8.3 per cent? In other words, does every penny
not count then? In the 1992 Budget Speech, the same Minister noted that
consumer prices were contained at only 3.8 per cent in 1991, so what is the boast
today of containing an 8.3 per cent rate of inflaion? And what are the
implications here for persons on fixed incomes: in particular, pensions and social
assistance? In real terms, the money they would have received would have lost
value because of inflation.
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9.25 p.m.

What have you given to old age pensioners, retired public servants, the
unemployed? Every time there is a price increase, the jobless must also pay the
consequences, for they, too, have needs. They, too, must live wholesome lives.
They, too, want to live in dignity, as citizens who yearn for the opportunity to fall
under the umbrella of a caring government.

Let uslook at divestment. In 1992, the Finance Minister noted in his budget
presentation:

"The State now holds a substantial portfolio of investments in commercial
enterprises...we intend to divest those assets which have no particular strategic
and public purpose vaue."

| would like the hon. Minister to tell this House whether T& TEC and WASA hold
any strategic or public purpose value. Is this what he is telling the people of
Trinidad and Tobago with the outrageous plans to divest the utilities? What are
the consequences? Rate increases, unemployment, exploitation of labour. No
local managers will ever rise to the top in the Water and Sewerage Authority.
What is the real purpose of the University of the West Indies if its graduates
cannot assume top managerial positionsin these utilities, especialy WASA?

Is this the vision of the founding fathers of the PNM—the people who
espoused the philosophy of black nationalism in Trinidad and Tobago, and
"massa day done"?

It was Dr. Eric Williams, during his "meet the people” tours in the late '50s
and early '60s, who introduced the national ownership plan, creating WASA and
taking over the privately-run bus company, making it an agency of the
Government through public transport. To secure the public interest, he initiated
the Public Utilities Commission which is now not worth the paper on which it is
written in realistic terms. "Water as an essential commodity should be at minimal
cost to the consumer,” said Dr. Williams in those days, and so began the "gimme,
gimme" society of Trinidad and Tobago.

It was not only happening here; it also found favour with Mahatma Gandhi
and Kwame Nkruma, during the period of the movement towards independence.
The difference is that India and that African nation, with the size of their
economies and populations, could have sustained the idea. What is the PNM now
telling the nation? That those Eric Williams policies of making water and
electricity available at minimal cost to them were wrong?
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Let me quote the hon. Member for San Fernando West, not in theatrics but in
real terms. He states:

"Clearly the role of Government has to be different. The Government has
been, by and large, an inefficient producer of certain goods and certain types
of services. There is arole for the private sector. If we want to tap into the
entrepreneurial energies and talents of our country, we must have less and less
government in a way. We must move away from the stultification of heavy
centralization, the status tendencies of the past and the stagnation that comes
from statism, which, to a certain extent, we followed in those years between
the '70s and the '80s."

If that is the case, then it isincumbent on the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
to apologize to the country for pursuing those policies during successive PNM
administrations; if they are the remnants of an old philosophy, then they must take
responsibility for having this country where it is today and not blame the
changing external environment.

Do the people of Laventille have Morris to marshall their cause, to pay their
water rates and electricity bills and buy pampers for their children? When the
rates for water and electricity are increased and the hills of John John descend on
the Twin Towers, as their residents once did, let us see how they will respond.
Water consumers in my constituency are having their lines disconnected even
though they respond to the television advertisements to clear their arrears by
instalments. Some of these people have not had water in their taps for years. That
will worsen with an anticipated 35 per cent increase shortly, because they will not
be able to meet the cost.

No truck-borne supplies either, because of WASA’s inability to pay contractors
who deliver water. Y et citizens have to pay for a non-supply. Isthis not robbery?

The Finance Minister was up-beat about unemployment he says, declining
between June 1993 and June 1994, from 19.5 per cent to 18.9 per cent. Where? In
Pointe-a-Pierre people are losing their jobs at Petrotrin. The Prime Minister spoke
of an additional 500 Special Reserve Police Officers at stations throughout the
country—

Mr. Bereaux: Madam Speaker, on a point of order. The people are retiring
voluntarily at Petrotrin and going home with substantial sums.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, | get alittle paranoid when | hear
that term, “voluntarily”, and | will tell you why. | was working at a place on
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Maraval Road and | was asked to apply for VSEP. | asked the question: "If | did
not think that | wanted VSEP, what is my option?" | was told, "We will have to
sever ties with you." When it eventually happened that the pressures were applied
and | applied for vsep and it backfired on May 30, all kinds of excuses were made
that they never asked me to take VSEP. That iswhy | take objection to that word.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, as the Minister with responsibility for TTT, |
wonder if the hon. Member could remember being asked by me whether he was
forced out and he told me that he was not, that he was going to pursue other
interests.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, | do not recall having any such
conversation with the Member for Diego Martin Central. As a matter of fact, |
once praised the hon. Member for having exonerated me in this honourable
House, when after the memorable egg-nog interview on television | was called
less than honest.

What | can say of that incident—because we are talking about it tonight—is
that | have the greatest respect for the Member for Arouca South, because even
though he was the Minister sitting opposite me, making the statement, he said to
the General Manager of TTT, "That issue is finished with me and | will have
nothing to do with it hereafter.” And he has had nothing to do with it. The
consequences | bore came from the Member for Diego Martin Central, the then
Minister of Trade and Industry, Brian Kuei Tung, the Member for Diego Martin
East—

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, as the Minister of Health said, this man is less
than honest. He has no right in this Parliament!

Hon. Member: Sit down!

Mr. Valley: No, | am not sitting down! Heisaliar! He has no right in this
House! [Interruption]

Madam Speaker: Order! Gentlemen, | am standing. | am calling on hon.
Members to refrain from being persona in the House—that your leaving was
because of the Minister and then the Minister has to say that you—Ilet us leave out
the personal matters.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, it is more than that. In the Pointe-a-Pierre by-
election, he recalled that he spoke with me, but he cannot recall now! He has a
certain type of memory.
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Madam Speaker: This is what always happens when Members become
personal and insulting to each other. It is uncalled for. The debate was proceeding
very well all along. Proceed, please.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, if it is that you are making
reference to Members becoming personal and undignified, | disassociate myself
from that description.

Madam Speaker: | do not understand what the Member means. | am making
ageneral statement. Please continue with the debate.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Madam Speaker, | was merely trying to give an
explanation in response to an observation raised on the other side.

9.35p.m.

| was saying that in Pointe-a-Pierre people are losing their jobs at Petrotrin.
That is the information | have. The Prime Minister spoke of an additional 500
Special Reserve Police Officers at stations throughout the country. As far as |
know, the stations in my constituency at St. Margaret’s, Gasparillo and Marabella,
have not been so blessed. | do not know whether my colleagues on this side are
more fortunate.

As far as | am concerned, that was only political rhetoric making the
population believe that he was, in fact, dealing, head-on, with the crime situation.
One march around his house and we know what happened subsequently—
millions of dollars suddenly coming from somewhere to improve and supplement
the equipment list at police stations.

What tangible has happened other than what many people consider to be a
chess game between Ministers and portfolios? An attempt to recolonize Trinidad
and Tobago with Scotland Yard investigating local police officers—that is what
was evident—$1.6 million spent; what has been the result of that? What
happened with that plan?

The Minister of Finance must tell this House the source of his employment
statistics. He must aso tell us what definition of “employment” is used. | ask the
guestions: Is it true that the person who is not working, but who did not actively
seek work during the past month is not taken up as an unemployed? Isit true that
people who work one or two hours a week are not classified as unemployed?
How many jobs on a sustainable basis has the Government really created over the
past year? It has spent $10 million on the Civilian Conservation Corps and $150
million on URP—are these sustainable jobs? Or, is it an expansion of the
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dependency syndrome? The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Ralph Marg],
yesterday admitted that they are temporary jobs.

Look at what has happened over the past year in WASA, the IDC and the
Tourism Development Authority—I spoke about TTT, the Port Authority and local
government. The Minister of Housing and Settlement said over 20,000 jobs will
be created in housing and construction next year—the Minister of Foreign Affairs
also holds optimism. People would believe the statement only when the promises
arereadly fulfilled.

In the manufacturing sector the Government should talk with the TTMA, and
its members will tell of the traumas they are experiencing and the threats of
increasing job loss. Workers are scared for their jobs. There is panic in the field
and, yet, we hear in this Budget Statement that the worst is over. We do not
subscribe to that because we face irate constituents daily who cannot identify with
that optimism.

The Minister of Finance talked about the 4 per cent economic growth rate.
Does that mean more jobs, or more equitable income distribution? Is the growth
rate more pseudo or real? The residents of Caratal and Bagitola in my
constituency have not experienced the growth rate; they ill suffer water
shortages, bad roads, clogged watercourses, unemployment and a commensurate
drop in living standards.

Because of Government’s policies on agriculture, manufacturing, the utilities
and fixed income earners, we have an abundance of socid ills in the society:
prostitution, marital problems, child abuse, incest, alcoholism, vagrancy and drug
addiction which have led to the phenomenal incidence of AIDS in the Caribbean
context.

If only I could find the statistics they would help Members to understand what
| am talking about. There has been an in-house investigation into matters at St.
Ann's; | would not deal with that now. | would deal with the Aidsissue.

During the 10-year period, 1983 to 1993, it is estimated that more than 27,000
years of life was lost to HIV/AIDS in this country. This figure represents years lost
due to the 784 HIV/AIDS deaths. The largest number of AIDS deaths occurred in the
25—29 age group and represented 6,432 years lost, followed by the 30—34 years
age group, 5,475 years and the 20—24 years age group.
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Apart from the San Fernando General Hospital, the only other known facilities
for people with the virus are the Port of Spain General Hospital and the Queen’'s
Park Clinic, according to the information that | have.

Between 1993 and the first quarter of 1994, 1,542 AIDS cases were reported to
the Ministry of Health. This does not include the unreported cases by some
doctors and those people who refuse to seek help because of personal reasons. It
Is important to note that AIDS is a mgjor contributor to premature death in this
country and has a serious negative impact on the economy.

The head of CAREC's specia programme on sexually transmitted diseases said
that there is an average of 1,000 cases annually and this will continue to rise by 5
per cent over the next five years. In fact, a release from the National AIDS
Programme revealed that an alarming aspect of this trend is the increase in the
number of females contracting the disease. Simply put, but sadly so, when women
fall victim to male chauvinism and machoism because they lack the financial
wherewithal, they write their death warrants.

A further consequence is the birth of HIV infected infants, a further trauma to
this nation. If the Government has areal head-on plan to deal with the problem, it
must be written somewhere in the Minister of Health’s contribution. If it is hand-
written then we know he is taking the advice of the uNc for which we will take
the credit.

Yes, the Government has ambitions of becoming the aviation hub of the
Caribbean, the financial centre of the region, the diplomatic home of the
hemisphere. If it does not take cognizance of the serious socia ills in the country,
then, perhaps, it could also consider itself the leader of human degradation in this
basin.

This is a Government that says it cares; a Government that says that it wants
to develop a bond between itself and the population. | once described the Prime
Minister, the Member for San Fernando East, as the country's greatest, theo-
political genius, and | think | was correct except, like the marriage vows which he
evangelized on his platform in the 1991 genera election, this country has
witnessed only the worst aspects of the union. Because of these fallouts we have
in this country a demand situation for more police stations, more homes for the
aged, night shelters for the youth.
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It is obvious to me that this Government is operating in a vacuum, creating on
the one hand policies that encourage crime, while on the other hand building jails
and police stations. On the one hand it breaks up families, while on the other it
provides under the Income Tax Act alowances for maintenance. It creates
vagrancy and destitution on the one hand and sets up senior citizens bureaus and
is planning a data-base for the socially disadvantaged and the more vulnerable
groups. These things we heard in last year's presentation by the Member for
Barataria/San Juan.

Let me quote a bit from her speech of last year because | seem to recall when
she was speaking today, that | have heard these words somewhere before. She
said inter alia:

"This Government is determined to develop in this country people who are
independent, secure and who have a high sense of self-esteem. To do this, we
feel that our population should no longer be dependent on handouts except in
crises and emergencies, e.g. the death of the head of a household, illness of the
bread winner. That is where public assistance should be used.

To ensure that each person is given the services that are available to them
where necessary, this Government is in the process of introducing an
integrated social services delivery system and this has already been sanctioned
by Cabinet, and it is now going to be put into the hands of consultants who
would now draw the plan of action for implementing approved measures.”

The Government talks about integrated support services and enhancing the
efficiency of the safety net. Well, my interpretation of what | have read is that
there is an absence of public sector reform programmes.

We heard about decentralization of the health and local government sectors
and about agriculture being a pilot ministry for public sector reform, but what has
happened to the socia services? There is no integration, no co-ordination.
Maybe, if the Minister of Social Services were a Member of the inner Cabinet—
perhaps Smokey and Bunty—there would have been some kind of consideration.

Let ustake alook at health carein asocia context and some of the frightening
observations. We are convinced that there is need for a re-examination of all that
has to be done with health, and in his contribution tomorrow my colleague the
Member for Tabaquite will no doubt deal specifically with that, since that is his
portfolio.
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Let me take a look at one of the other socid ills of the society—crime. | am
reading from the 1995 pre-budget brief prepared by the research staff of the office
of the Opposition.

During the year 1994, the incidence of crime took centre stage once again.
This year will be recorded as the year with the highest number of murders.

Police statistics between January 01, 1994 and October 31, 1994, showed that
117 persons were murdered with a detection rate of 48.72 per cent. This figure
eclipses the annual number of murders for the period 1981 to 1983. The largest
number of killings in a single month took place in January which recorded 22.
The greatest cluster of murders occurred in the East-West Corridor from Port of
Spain through Laventille, Morvant, Barataria, San Juan, St. Joseph and Tunapuna.
And the other areas were Chaguanas, Longdonville, Freeport, in and around San
Fernando and Princes Town.

Madam Speaker, for the period January to October 1994 a total of 15,485
serious crimes were reported to the police, with a detection rate of 23.26 per cent
or 3,696 crimes solved. This low detection rate is a reflection of the low rate of
success by the police in solving crimes. For the corresponding period in 1993, a
total of 15,879 serious crimes were committed with a detection rate of 26.03.

When we look at these statistics, we must ask ourselves, this peaceful island
in the Caribbean with arecord like that, how can it really attract tourism? Which
tourist would feel safe to leave a Scandinavian nation or even a Latin American
nation to come to Trinidad and Tobago and run the risk of being killed? Not that
it does not happen elsewhere, but we are talking about Trinidad and Tobago and
why these things happen. That is why | made the reference to what happened in
the earlier days of the oil boom when money was available. What happened then?
Everybody walked the streets freely in this country. It was only when the money
disappeared and desperation stepped in that we began living in jails in this
country.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. K. Jurai]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. G. Hanoomansingh: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and to Members, my
gratitude. It is my view that the development of public policies must be holistic
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and systematic. One must contemplate the effects on all interests affected. What
we have in this budget are public policies of a hodgepodge nature.

Part of the difficulty that the Minister and his Government faces is that in the
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Development, there are basically economists
and statisticians, while in the social services there are social and welfare officers.
Where is the marrying of the skills and what is the Minister of Public
Administration doing about this? Is there any wonder there is this one-sided,
uncoordinated and skewed public pronouncement coming from the PNM
Government?

You cannot talk about having integrated support services as enhancing the
efficiency of the safety net programme, without having considered carefully an
integrated organizational framework. In this regard the Minister of Public
Administration should begin some tangible work. The Government must
strengthen its finance and planning portfolios with people who understand
joblessness, vagrancy, suicide, squatting, the aged.

Budgeting is not only about finance, medium-term plans and fiscal and
monetary policies. It is perhaps, most of al, about people: how they live, whether
they are starving or not. Government is not only about the balance of payments
and public debt; it is also about providing the greatest happiness for the greatest
number. At least, the constituents of Pointe-a-Pierre and, indeed, all Opposition
areas seeit thisway.

If the people of St. Ann's East and other PNM constituencies believe that
Government is only about economic growth, trade liberalization and divestment,
you will understand why we on this side are determined, committed, enthusiastic
and optimistic about telling people the truth, that a UNC government is not about
hoodwinking and fooling, but about providing the greatest happiness for the
greatest number.

| thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

Dr. Rupert Griffith (Arima): Madam Spesker, it is customary in a debate to
congratul ate the person who spoke before you, but | am having some difficulty in
doing so in respect of the last speaker. Nevertheless, | certainly would hope that
being a new Member of this honourable House, he would pay attention to those
Members who bring a high sense of decorum into this House and who do
adequate preparation. At one point the Member would say that we need to take
our jobs serioudly in this House, but and we have seen the standard dropping
progressively as he went on.



935
Appropriation Bill (Budget) Thursday, December 01, 1994

Madam Speaker, at 9.55 p.m. | make a brief contribution to the debate on the
Appropriation Bill, a Bill to provide for the services of Trinidad and Tobago for
the year ending on December 31, 1995.

Firg of dl, permit me to compliment my colleague the Minister of Finance and
Member for St. Ann’'s East on his eoquence, and the forthrightness and superbness of
his budget speech. The Member for Princes Town talked about each Member on
this side giving kudos and compliments to the hon. Minister of Finance. We have
every reason to do so. And, we are proud in so doing because his speech did not
make only those of us on this side proud; it made the national community proud.

The budget is being presented at a time when the economy of the country is
experiencing positive growth. As a result of the positive growth indicators, this
Government has put policies in place and has a plan of action to facilitate the
human resource of the country, for infrastructural development, for sustaining
economic growth and also for job creation.

9.55 p.m.

This budget suggests that this administration has the character, discipline,
foresight and ability to assault every economic mountain, and every obstacle to
reach the goals laid out in the Medium-Term Policy Framework 1995—1997. In
the process, the Government has continued to demonstrate genuine concern for
the people of our country.

Permit me to refer to some of the inputs of previous speakers. The last speaker
said that, generaly, citizens fedl that there is much ado about nothing, and he read
afew articles from a newspaper indicating that a member of Natuc—Iater proven
to be Sen. Wade Mark—to colour what he sought to do. He read from the
newspapers giving the impression that citizens out there are appalled at the 1995
Budget. My friend the Member for Fyzabad, a man for whom | have the highest
respect, also said that the national community is bawling because of the budget.

It is very easy for one to take any article and try to make a point with it. |
would not mention more about the person’s credibility. | do not want to reduce the
House to that level. All I want to do is to show that there are newspaper articles
which reflect the views of not only the Members on this side, but also the views
of the national community.

Madam Speaker, | am sure from where you are sitting you can see this
headline: “Good News Budget.” [Newspaper shown] This is from the Express
dated Saturday, November 26, the very next day after the budget was presented.
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Here is another headline from that same newspaper : "Environmentalists happy
with policy in Budget '95." Thisis one sentence from that article:

"Environmental activists have responded positively to the inclusion of an
environmental policy in the 1995 Budget."

Let ustake the editorial from the same newspaper. Page 8 states:
"Govt on the right track.

Finance Minister Wendell Mottley was not wrong when he described
himself yesterday as a bearer of good news. For the first time in over a
decade, the country’s economy, as reflected in the 1995 Budget, is growing at
awelcome pace—four per cent this year, as projected by Mr. Mottley.

That kind of growth not only allows for some much needed optimism, it
also alowed Mr. Mottley to be generous. More people would be paying less
tax next year as a result of atwo per cent drop in the top marginal and middle
rates of income tax and a widening of income tax relief for low income
earners."

The hon. Member for Pointe-a-Pierre mentioned Mr. Barsotti in his
presentation condemning certain aspects of the budget. Let me read what Mr.
Barsotti said on the 1995 Budget. This is a true reflection of how he feels about
the budget. This came from the Trinidad Guardian dated Saturday, November
26. Page 5 states:

"I would not say that we are on the road to prosperity. The economy may
have stabilized. A four per cent growth rate is reasonably high, but the
guestion remains whether we can sustain it.

| am relieved that the Minister is going to concentrate on infrastructure
and human resources."

That isthe same Mr. Barsotti that he referred to alittle while ago.

Mr. John Jardim, Managing Director of Republic Bank Limited, said this
about the budget. Members opposite are saying that the wider population is
bawling. He said:

"| feel that we are moving ahead in good stead. The Minister isindicating
to us that the economy has improved and there is scope to encourage growth.

The country remains in a state of transformation as it adjusts to new world
trading conditions. The jury is out as to whether or not as a nation we will be
able to successfully compete. We must get together for the journey.”
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And lest they accuse me, of reading only what they commonly refer to as the
“oligarchy”, aword with which you associate the L eader of the Opposition—

Mr. Humphrey: Parasitic oligarchy.
Dr. R. Griffith: Thank you, Member for St. Augustine, for that correction.

Or lest they accuse me of trying to hoodwink this Parliament, another word
we could associate with the Member for Couva South, let me read some of the
remarks made by the man in the street about the budget.

"John Abraham, atailor from Diamond Vale, believes Government has set
the economy on a sound footing. 'The strategies outlined are practical and the
tax exemptions now available are designed to encourage saving."

This oneis a security guard, not the parasitic oligarchy.

"Barry Danpaul, a security guard from Diego Martin, believes the Budget
affords some measure of relief for unemployment with the role of the SBDC.

Nicole Singh from Vaencia, a hairdresser, thinks the Government is
finally trying to live up to its motto of a caring government.

Paula Sisnette, a TSTT operator from Point Fortin, thinks the Budget will
encourage investment and growth.

Clyde Raphael, a teacher from San Fernando, thinks the Budget contained
some positive elements. The reduction of the corporation tax and other taxes
will give companies an added incentive to expand.”

There isthe editorial of the Sunday Express dated November 27. Page 8 states:

"Finance Minister Wendell Mottley's 1995 Budget presented to Parliament
on Friday afternoon, came as a draught of cool water to a country thirsty for
reasons to hope."

He referred to a few other issues like unemployment, which is still high, as did
some of the Members on the other side. No one really argues with that. This
Government intends to put measures in place to reduce that high level of
unemployment. Having referred to the high unemployment state, this is what the
article states:

"Instead, let the achievement of 1994 be a source of strength, so the
struggle could be rejoined, only this time with the knowledge that victory is
possible. Whereas before, talk of economic turnaround often seemed to be a
pipe dream, now people can be convinced there is such a possibility if they are
willing to work hard enough for it."
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Member after Member came here and painted a bleak picture of the budget,
and did not make an attempt to look at the documents presented to them. My
colleague the Member for Diego Martin East had strong concerns about whether
the Members on the opposite side read the budget documents presented to them.
Save and except for two Members on the other side, the Member for Siparia and
the Member for Chaguanas, the Members came here, in the usual way, and beat
the same issues to death.

10.05 p.m.

If | were a stranger and | walked into this Parliament, | would have no idea
that the Members on the other side were debating the Appropriation Bill for 1995.
I would think it was the usua Friday run of the same beaten issues, with
unsubstantiated information, willy-nilly throwing out statistics and figures, not
identifying the source and not even caring to relate what they say to anything in
particular. There is no nexus to what they say. | very much wonder, not having
heard all the speakers on the other side, whether indeed they have read the
document. | join my colleague the Member for Diego Martin East in wondering.

Let me refer to the Member for Chaguanas. She talked at length about human
resource development and the social services. Among the questions she raised
was—and she raised a serious concern—the huge sums of money being paid for
the administration of the social services. They not only do not read the materials,
but | am beginning to think that they also do not listen, because the Member for
Chaguanas spoke right after the Member for Barataria/San Juan, who made it
absolutely clear that it is this Government's policy to use NGOs for many of the
socia services.

The point the Member for Barataria/San Juan made was that NGOs that have
been implementing similar programmes over the years, with a good track record,
and trained personnel have been given the social service programmes to run—the
SHARE programme and others.

One of the main reasons for using NGOs is that the ministry can cut down
administrative costs. NGOs aready have their systems in place; they already have
their personnel in place and the ministry is providing them with added resources
to carry out their programmes. Y et the Member for Chaguanas gets up right after
the Member for Barataria/San Juan and says that she is concerned about the high
administrative cost of the programmes. | do not recall the exact percentage that
she used, but certainly it is a skewed percentage.
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The Member for Chaguanas—I am sorry that she is not here, because frankly
it is not my style to speak in people's absence—talked about human resource
development, and indicated that the Government needs to have a comprehensive
research and development programme for training. She talked about a specific
need for assessing the country’s manpower needs and stock of skills. She talked
about a dire need for the review of training and development in the country. The
Member for Chaguanas also wondered what kind of evaluation was being done by
the Government.

| recall very clearly that the Minister of Education brought to this Parliament
the Dictionary of Occupations for Trinidad and Tobago and very eloquently
explained to this honourable House that the Government had put in that document
over 2,500 job titles with proper job descriptions which give the standard of
performance; the criteria for the type of persons who would best fit that type of
occupation; the qualifications the person needs and also give indicators for the
type of training required for a person to be classified as a technician, a craftsman
or whatever, in that specific field.

The Government also laid right here in this Parliament a copy of the White
Paper on Education. | wonder whether Members opposite pay attention to these
things. Not only that, the Member probably failed to read what the Government
hasindicated it would do with its human resource.

Let me draw your attention to the Medium-Term Policy Framework: 1995 to
1997. Let us see what the Government is saying about human resource
development. | am looking at page 21—paragraph 61 and continuing—and again
| wonder if Members read these documents. It comes under “Public Service
Reform.”

"61. Reform of the public service is an essential ingredient in the
transformation of Trinidad and Tobago into a more competitive, growth-
oriented economy. In this regard, several aspects of the Public Service Reform
Programme, most of which began in 1993, will continue to be implemented
over the medium term.

62. A major objective of the reform process is the development of the new
Human Resource Management System. One measure inherent in the new
system is the introduction of a Centralised Human Resource Management
Agency and the establishment of Human Resource Management Units in
Ministries/Departments. Consequently, the Agencies among which these
responsibilities are dispersed at present—the Service Commissions
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Departments, the Organisation and Management Division and the Personnel
Department—will be rationalised into one Central Agency having only an
advisory/auditing function.

63. Implementation of a new Performance Management System is another key
measure in the development of the human resource potential within the public
service. In this system, performance appraisal will be based on the setting of
standards, the attainment of results and a nexus will be made between
performance and reward. In this regard, Government has given an undertaking
to re-introduce merit increases in 1996 on the basis of performance.

64. Other programmes to be undertaken in the area of Human Resource
Management over the medium term include: installation of an Integrated
Human Resource Payroll System in the Ministry of Finance; introduction of a
Compensation Management System; Management Training Initiatives,
development of guidelines for Career and Succession Planning; development
of guidelines for Education and Training Needs, changes in the Industrial
Relations Culture; development of proposals to implement an Employee
Assistance Programme (EAP) in the wider Public Service; and the
establishment of a Special Unit to address Employment Concerns of Public
Servants."

Y et the Member asked the question: "What is the Government doing about the
human resource? She was trying to make believe that we are throwing good
money after bad. It isall spelt out here on page 21.

| would like to draw attention to the contribution of the Leader of the
Opposition because | think he asked a question which is of profound importance
to us in this Parliament. | have a copy of the relevant Hansard here. We have an
opportunity to create history in terms of changing the behaviour of
parliamentarians so that we can achieve the respect which | believe the population
wants to show us. But when Members come to this Parliament and behave in the
way they do, how can we expect those persons who voted for us and put usin this
honourable House to have respect for us?

10.15 p.m.

Let me go to a few paragraphs from the contribution the Leader of the
Opposition. It iswell known that the Opposition have said outside this House and,
| think, inside it that their purpose here is not to make the Government look good,
and we have seen in many instances where their behaviours reflected that
thinking. When the Leader of the Opposition comes to the Parliament to give his
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rebuttal address to the budget speech and the national population—and of course,
the Members of this honourable House, | believe—is looking and listening, one
looks for early signals. Let me repeat afew things that were said which | am very
concerned about:

"Why have parliaments and parliamentarians, generaly, falen into such
disrepute in recent times? If perchance the participants of the conference were
sitting in this Parliament on Friday last, listening to the budget speech of the
hon. Minister of Finance, the answer would readily have come to them."

| have no quarrel with that statement because | really believe he was referring to
the parliamentarians in a conference he attended in Canada. | believe that they
would have received the answers. | believe they would have gone back to Canada
with basically three notions based on the Minister of Finance's presentation. One,
they would have experienced last Friday a well-disciplined parliament. Two they
would have been convinced that this Parliament has not fallen into disrepute,
which he referred to later in his presentation, and that the Minister of Finance is
well able and well respected; and three, they would return home and report to their
parliament that the description of the Leader of the Oppostion is wanting, because
thereis no merit to the conclusion that this Parliament isin disrepute.

You know, Madam Speaker, | am somewhat disappointed because being a
young Parliament with more than 75 per cent of us being neophytes, | felt that
those Members who are more senior to us would have been exemplars; that they
would have taken us by the arm and led us in proper decorum and behaviours;
that then would have taught us a thing or two, because notwithstanding your
formal training, Parliament is not a Sunday school; it is a different ball game, but
at the same time we need to maintain high levels of decorum.

Listen to the Leader of the Opposition and thus the reason | was very
disappointed in his contribution. You see, he is a man for whom | have much
respect as an experienced parliamentarian:

"The shameless use of suspect statistics,...”
Thisisreferring to the budget speech—

"the reeking smell of hypocrisy, the deception and chicanery of the
Government, the tragic comedy which plays so ruthlessly with people's lives,
are enough to disrespect any Minister of Finance."
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Isthat afair description of the hon. Minister of Finance and Member for St. Ann’s
East? Obvioudy not. He goes on:

"The real tragedy, however, is that such cynicism tends to rub off on every
other Member of Parliament, including the Opposition.

It is adso interesting to note that one of the reasons suggested by members
of that conference...”

That is the conference in Canada.

"...for the disrespect of parliamentarians was that people do not seem to
understand the difference between the role and function of the Parliament, as
opposed to that of the Government. They are wrongly of the impression that
the role and function of Parliament is to solve the many problems which face
them from day to day."

How did they get that impression? Could it be as a result of the behaviour of
Members of this honourable House? Could it be? And then he goes on:

"But, Madam Speaker, you and | know that that is not the function of the
Legislature. That is the function of the Executive, that is to say, the
government of the day. The function of the Parliament is to critically examine,
debate and pronounce upon the policy and actions of the Government. It
follows, therefore, that the Government and the Parliament are not the same.”

Nobody can argue that. But when he goes on and says:

"I emphasize the distinction, because if we do not understand the
difference between the Government and the Parliament, then we shall never
be able to focus the responsibility for the nation's affairs where it really
belongs.”

Madam Speaker, | want to tell you today that the Members on this side
understand the difference between the Executive and the Parliament.

The Member went on to ask the question: “What is the function of this
Parliament?’ | shall tell the hon. Member what it is. As avery learned attorney, |
think he should have known that that definition can be found in the Constitution
of Trinidad and Tobago, Chap. 4 Part Il section 53. It is all spelled out there for
him, but yet, a very experienced attorney and a long-standing Member of this
Parliament asks what the function of Parliament is. Part 11 section 53 says:

"Parliament may make laws for the peace, order and good government of
Trinidad and Tobago, so however that the provisions of this Constitution or
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(in so far asit forms part of the law of Trinidad and Tobago) the Trinidad and
Tobago Independence Act 1962 of the United Kingdom may not be altered
except in accordance with the provisions of section 54."

That isthe role of the Parliament.

The role of the Executive—and this is found at Chap. 5 section 75(1) of the
Constitution which says:

"There shall be a Cabinet for Trinidad and Tobago which shall have the
genera direction and control of the government of Trinidad and Tobago and
shall be collectively responsible therefor to Parliament.”

The Member for St. Augustine has made this point over and over in this
honourable House, and | would think that the Leader of the Opposition who sits
next to him apprised him of exactly what is the role of the Executive and the role
of the Parliament. | was extremely surprised at that.

The Members on this side are well aware of the role and function of the
Parliament. That is reflected in the number of Bills this Government has brought
to this Parliament. Let me put into the record the number of Bills this Government
has brought to this Parliament since it was voted into office approximately three
years ago.

In 1992, there were 26 Bills; 1993, 26; and 1994 to date, 28 and continuing.
Those are Government Bills. In addition, there were many Private Bills. In 1992,
there were 11; 1993, eight; and in 1994, five; and as you well know, Madam
Speaker, these Private Bills are dealt within select committees involving Members
onthisside.

What this is saying is that in three years this Government, understanding the
role of Parliament, has brought 80 Bills to this Parliament and dealt with 24
Private Bills, atotal of 104.

10.25 p.m.

We spoke about the type of Bills that were brought to this Parliament. While
we debated them, perhaps, Members have forgotten them, and why they were
here. It should be placed into the record so that they could find them in one
formal document, Hansard. Here is atable of legislation passed in 1992:
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1992 LEGISLATION (GOVERNMENT)

Act No. Short Title Date of Assent

1lof 1992  Appropriation Act, 1992 30.01.92

20f 1992  Finance (Supplementary and Variation 29.04.92
of Appropriations (1991) Act 1992

40f 1992  Finance Act, 1992 12.04.92

50f 1992  Customs (Amendment) Act 1992 01.07.92

60f 1992  Maxi-Taxi Act, 1992 12.06.92

70f 1992  Municipa Councils, 1992 17.07.92
Elections (Specia Provisions) Act, 1992

8of 1992  Municipa Corporations 17.07.92
(Amendment) Act, 1992

10 0of 1992  Order of the Caribbean 13.08.92
Community Act, 1992

110f 1992 Anti-dumping and 19.08.92
Countervailing Duties Act, 1992

12 0f 1992  Student Cess (Amendment) Act, 1992 13.10.92

130f 1992 Judicia and Legal Service 17.10.92
(Amendment) Act, 1992

14 0of 1992 Customs (Caribbean Common Market) 19.10.92
(Origin of Goods) Validation Act, 1992

150f 1992  Petroleum Taxes (Amendment) Act, 1992 25.11.92

16 of 1992  Petroleum Production Levy and 25.11.92
Subsidy (Amendment) Act, 1992

17 0of 1992 Income Tax (In aid of Industry 25.11.92
(Amendment) Act, 1992

18 of 1992  Supplementary Appropriation Act, 1992 17.11.92

19 0of 1992  Architecture Profession Act, 1992 04.12.92

200f 1992  Firearms (Amendment) Act, 1992 04.12.92
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1992 LEGISLATION (GOVERNMENT)
Act No. Short Title Date of Assent

21 of 1992 Validation of the Fifth Report of the 04.12.92
Elections and Boundaries Commission
(Tobago) Act, 1992

22 of 1992  Appropriation Act, 1993 04.12.92

23 0f 1992  Supreme Court of Judicature 24.12.92
(Amendment) Act, 1992

240f 1992  Tax Apped Board (Amendment) Act, 1992 24.12.92

250f 1992 Income Tax (Amendment) Act, 1992 29.12.92

OTHER LEGISLATION
Firearms (Amendment) Act, 1992

Financia Year Act, 1992 Bill defeated in the H.OR.;
did not obtain required two-
thirds mgjority

Plant Protection Act, 1992 Transferred to Senate as
Senate Bill No. 2 of 1993

Does this seem like a Government that does not understand the role of
Parliament?

When you look at 1993, there is a whole list of them which | would not go
into. If Members are interested they could have a copy circulated to them.

Mr. Humphrey: Madam Speaker, | thank the hon. Member for giving way.
When the hon. Member was quoting the section of the Constitution, he said that
the Executive was collectively responsible to Parliament. | notice in explaining
the role of the Government in bringing legislation and so forth, he has not given
consideration to the meaning of collective responsibility of the Executive to
Parliament. Does he care to explain that?

Dr. The Hon. R. Griffith: Madam Speaker, | do not really wish to explain
that at this point, but | am sure there is going to be another opportunity for me to
do so. [Interruption]

Mr. Humphrey: | have a secret document that has no right to be secret. It
concerns deals made by the Executive that it has not accounted to Parliament for.
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Dr. R. Griffith: Madam Speaker, quite simply, the hon. Member enjoys
certain privilegesin this honourable House. Why is he still keeping it secret?

Mr. Humphrey: Becauseit would never belaid in Parliament.

Dr. R. Griffith: Why not make it available to Parliament? Lay it on the
Table. Just doiit.

Let me briefly read, because Members on the other side do not read the
documents they are given. [Interruption] In 1994, the year of prudent fiscal
management, this Government prudently managed the economy, and has done so
over the last three years. Let me just read what these Members should have read
for you.

“The Fiscal discipline that has alowed us to arrive at this watershed must
now be emulated in the consistent development of our human resources and
our fiscal infrastructure. We have chosen carefully in each of our budget
statements where to focus our energies in order to motivate and uplift different
sectors of our population. In the first year, we stabilized the economy and
devoted significant resources to the pubic service in settling the court award.”

That isthefirst year—

“Madam Speaker, the second year we focused on Government's fiscal
discipline and the stimulation of the private sector. In the third year, we
continued the stimulation of the private sector and extended assistance to the
most vulnerable through the expansion of the social safety net. This year we
would focus on human resource and physical infrastructure development and
In sustaining economic growth and job creation. We will detail our plans for
the future which would be fiercely competitive and set in a global
environment. We need to ask what lessons we have learnt from our recent
experiences.”

You can see it is not as if this Government is taking a willy-nilly, comme ci,
comme ¢a approach to the management of the fiscal economy. It isa Government
working in accordance with its plans.

In 1991, this Government presented its manifesto to the wider population
which they have accepted and put us into power. | want to issue a challenge to the
hon. Members on the other side. We are now three years into our administration
and | would like those Members opposite with the research acumen to take this
very well-written document and develop a checklist: start from the page where it
talks about the funding principles to be followed, al the way down to the
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conclusion, to see whether or not this Government is implementing the policies
outlined in its manifesto. That is the challenge | put out to them tonight. Within
the next two years, or sooner, come back to us and tell us whether we are on
stream.

We are on stream. We have gone to the population, we told them what we are
doing, and we are doing just that.

We have put our plans in place, and they are now bearing fruit. It isclear that
the Government is getting the job done. Members opposite are saying, that we do
not understand the role of this Parliament, that we are misleading the population
and creating all kinds of confusion. Thisis not so.

Look at the type of legislation that was brought to this honourable House in
1994: the Finance Act, the Finance (Variation of Appropriation) Act; the Regional
Health Authorities Act—the hon. Minister of Health and Member for Arouca
South has spoken extensively on that—what is happening in the Ministry of
Health.

Also dealt with were the Maxi-Taxi (Amdt.) Act—which Members on the
other side did not support for whatever reason; the first time around in 1992 it
failed—it was passed this year. The Privileges and Immunities, Diplomatic
Consular and International Organization (Amdt.) Act; the Corporal Punishment
(Offenders Over Sixteen) (Amdt.) Act; the University Students (Guarantee Fund)
Act; the Protection of Wrecks Act; the Finance (No. 2) Act; the Economic
Sanctions Act; the Defence (Amdt.) Act; the Trade Marks (Amdt.) Act; the Bail
Act; the Children (Amdt.) Act; the Indictable Offences (Preliminary Enquiry)
(Amdt.) Act.

10.35 p.m.

Madam Speaker, also the Central Bank (Amdt.) Act, the Corporation Tax
(Amdt.) Act were dealt with. All of those came to this honourable House,
including the Dangerous Drugs (Amdt.) Act which was passed recently. The
status of these Acts is that most of them are assented to, and those before the
President for assent are listed in this document. If hon. Members are interested in
a copy of this, | would make it available to them. [Interruption]. | could well
understand how the Member for Narivafeels. He is throwing missiles.

Mr. Jurai: Madam Speaker, the Member for Arima has enumerated the Acts
that have been dealt with by this House. Would he be kind enough to tell us
whether al those Acts have been assented to?
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Dr. R. Griffith: Madam Speaker, rather than take up the time of this
honourable House, with your leave, | would make available copies of thisfor each
Member if he or she so desires.

Mr. Jurai: Itisno use passing Actsif they are not being assented to.

Dr. R. Griffith: Most of them have been assented to. The ones that have not
been assented to are those that were passed in recent times, such as the Venture
Capital Act, 1994 which is being prepared for His Excellency’s assent.

Madam Speaker: The Member did a useful piece of work there and it will
be made available to Members.

Dr. R. Griffith: Madam Speaker, | take this opportunity to thank Members
of the staff of this Parliament—Miss Cox and Miss D' Arceuil—for assisting me
In putting together that information

| have listened to debates in this honourable House and it seems to me that
Members on the other side are suspicious about something. In every element,
particularly the last speaker, there seems to be some sort of high level of
suspicion. This reminds me of the saying:

"Most of our suspiciona of others are aroused by what we know of ourselves.”

| should really wonder why Members opposite are so suspicious of hon. Members
onthisside.

There are certain other statements to which | would like to refer. Tonight,
many of the Members failed to really address budget issues. They come with
written text with, as | said earlier, unsubstantiated information. Life's greatest
failureisfailing to be true to the best you know. It isfor this reason that Members
on this side have to say very often that Members on the other side are not being
honest about many things. | repeat: Life's greatest failure is failing to be true to
the best you know. Failure is the only thing that could be achieved without much
effort.

| wonder how much effort the Members on the other side put into the
preparation for this budget debate. Most failure stems from failure to try. | urge
hon. Members that when this honourable House seeks to debate a very important
piece of legidation, like the one before us, we must not fail because we have
failed to try.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.
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Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. K. Jurai]

Question put and agreed to.

Dr. R. Griffith: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and hon. Members. | would not
be much longer.

| look forward to the contributions. But at least four Members on this side had
to say in some way to Members on the other side: "Y ou have been presented with
several budget documents; why not look at them and come to this honourable
House prepared for debate; and not only point out certain things but be prepared
to make suggestions as well." It is one thing to make criticisms but when one
criticizes one should be prepared, as well, to make constructive suggestions in the
best interests of all. After all, we are dealing with fisca measures that would
affect not only this honourable House but the whole nation. The Members on this
side have been asking Members opposite to look at the documents, read the
budget statement, come to this honourable House, debate it and aso make
suggestions.

The hon. Member for Couva North stated that it is useless to come to this
House and make a contribution because it does not change anything.

| recall in 1992 during the committee stage the hon. Members on the other
side made some suggestions which the hon. Minister of Finance and Member for
St. Ann’s East accepted. Similarly, in last year's budget debate, Members on the
other side—I distinctly remember the Member for St. Augustine doing
tremendous work at the committee stage, which we have accepted on this side.

To come during the budget debate in front of national television and say that
nothing—in fact, let me read it into the record. He said:

"It is in this context that we must embark upon a budget debate which may
feel as an exercisein futility, since nothing that we say or do in this debate can
change one comma or one line of the Budget Speech as delivered by the
Minister of Finance in this honourable House on Friday last."

Imagine the Leader of the Opposition, the Member for Couva North, sending that
signal to the rest of his colleagues early in the debate. Is it any wonder why the
other Members approached the debate in the way that they did? When the leader
sends asignal, hisfollowers follow. Therefore, | am not surprised at all.

Madam Speaker, | just want to raise one other concern before | take my seat.
Members come to this House from time to time and say to my colleagues, "Well,
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your distribution of certain construction projects or certain other projects is
skewed; they are all going into the PNM constituencies." | took up the Public
Sector Investment Programme 1995—and | think my colleague, the Minister of
Works and Transport and Minister of Loca Government, deat with that
extensively, so | would not repeat many of the things he said.

| looked at the Public Sector Investment Programme 1995 to see what would
come into my constituency, Arima, which is a growing constituency. It is a
catchment area of over 300,000 people. The population mobility is heading East.
There are large housing settlements, as the Minister of Housing would tell you.

There are five housing settlements in the Malabar area. There are resettlement
areas such as Maturita, Zone 8. And now the Demerara Road squatters from the
infamous lead poisoning area are being housed in the Arima area on the
Churchhill-Roosevelt Highway. There are areas such as Dingley, La Horquetta,
Bon Air, Santa Rosa Heights, Pinto—which have a population of about 15,000
people, and growing—Eleanor Gardens, Lynton Gardens. | said, let me see what
this Government would do for a growing area such as that and | looked at some of
the projectsin this document.

| saw projects in the constituency of my good friend the Member for
Oropouche, who gets up here, with other people, and keeps talking about the
projects particularly in the East-West Corridor and the PNM areas.

Mr. Sudama: Where are these projects?

Dr. R. Griffith: Also, our good friend the Member for Tobago West—she is
not here. Several projects in Tobago! In amost all of the constituencies, this
Government being a caring and honest Government, and one fair in its
distribution of the country’s resources, has placed in the Public Sector Investment
Programme 1995 projects that are in the constituencies of Members opposite.
Yet, from time to time, they come in this honourable House and talk about
skewing and favouritism in the allocation of resources. [Interruption] .

Page 58, Works Divison—Studley Park. The Member for Oropouche is
asking me during my contribution to do the work he should have done. If he had
done his homework he would not come here and ask me to show him where these
projects are. That isthe point | was making.

10.45 p.m.

Y ou know, Madam Speaker, as we go through this debate tonight, it occurred
to me that one of the things the hon. Minister of Finance should also do—given



951
Appropriation Bill (Budget) Thursday, December 01, 1994

that one of the main priorities is the development of the human resource, and that
parliamentarians are also a human resource—is to, perhaps before the debate on
the next budget—conduct a training programme for hon. Members on the other
side on how to use the documents given to them.

Madam Speaker, most of them did not use the documents and the two who did
had difficulty in interpreting and presenting the information. Their presentations
were replete with errors. The hon. Minister of Works and Transport just pointed
out that on page 48 there is alist of the projects. Does that help the hon. Member
for Oropouche?

| strongly suggest that a course be conducted so that Members on the other
side would not only know how to read the documents, but also how to interpret
them. They would then understand how to come here and effectively make their
contributions.

Mr. Sudama: You have not yet made representation on behalf of your
constituents.

Dr. R. Griffith: Madam Speaker, the hon. Member for Oropouche is hinting
at the lead poisoning situation. | do not really intend to get into crosstalk on that.
But for his information, this caring Government realized that over 240 families,
who were trying to be entrepreneurs, took rejected batteries and other lead-
contaminated items into their residential area and unwittingly contaminated
themselves with lead poison. In a short period, under the auspices of the Ministry
of Housing, this Government put infrastructure in place to relocate those 240 families
threatened by lead poisoning in that area. The relocation has already started.

Mr. Sudama: After it was raised in the Parliament.

Dr. R. Griffith: Not after it was raised in the Parliament. Let me conclude.
Again, | want to compliment the Minister of Finance—

Mr. Sudama: You did that 10 times aready.

Dr. R. Griffith: And I will not stop. | want to compliment the Minister of
Finance and, by extension, this Government, on avery good budget. The Saturday
after the budget was read—and maybe some Members ought to do that in their
own constituencies—trying to get a feel of what the man in street was saying, |
went down to the open market and merely asked some of the venders and buyers:
“What do you feel about the budget?’

Everybody, without fail, said this is a good budget. One lady was so graphic
that she said: "You see this cane | selling here? The budget is sweet like this
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cane; | fedl | could suck it." That is what the lady said to me. The budget is
sweet. So | want to end by pleading with Members on both sides of this
honourable House to take advantage of this opportunity given to us to be in the
service of our nation and people. We ought to be exemplars and set the stage for
future parliamentarians.

Madam Speaker, it was, indeed a pleasure to be afforded this opportunity to
make this intervention in this budget debate. | thank you.

Madam Speaker: Member for Princes Town.
Hon. Member: Happy birthday! Do you want sugar cane?

Mr. Mohammed Haniff (Princes Town): Madam Speaker, 75 minutes from
now will take us into tomorrow and | ask, all humility, are we really doing justice
to ourselves and the nation in what is taking place here? We will answer it in our
own way.

Let me take this opportunity to compliment the last speaker on his efforts to
point out that there is need for greater discipline. In that context | advise him to
speak to the Member on his right and the Member in front of him and, definitely,
this House would become a better place.

| also want to take this opportunity to compliment the speaker before him, that
Is the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre, especially, in a situation where he had to
speak, sit down and be interrupted in circumstances contrary to the arrangement
of thisHouse. That is, if someone is speaking and you wish to interrupt, thereis a
procedure. He was interrupted continuously without that procedure being
followed. Y es, you go ahead, continue to make your efforts, brother from Arima. |
hope you will eventually succeed.

Dr. Griffith: Thank you.

Mr. M. Haniff: Madam Speaker, | refer the Member for Arimato page 26 of
the said document.—

Mr. Bereaux: PNM manifesto; you have a good book.
Mr. M. Haniff: Itisstated there:

"Transport & Communications

(@ Public Transportation...”

One that comes offhand. | did not have time to do a thorough checklist on this
occasion.
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"The PNM is committed to ensuring safe, efficient and reliable public
transportation for the entire population.”

| would put a question mark on that.

"In recent times, the public transportation system has suffered the adverse
effects of a misguided austerity programme. As an example, over the last five
years, the number of regular buses on the road has been reduced from 300 in
1986 to approximately 100 in 1991..."

Madam Speaker, that says that there were approximately 100 in 1991. If anyone
here could tell us how many there are now, | would compliment him. | doubt very
much that anyone can, but the Minister of Public Utilities pointed out to this
Parliament just a few days ago that there were approximately 60. So we see the
natural downward trend; and there is much more.

"and bus services to rural communities have amost been €iminated.”

Members opposite were saying that in 1991. | ask: What is happening today, is it
a situation where bus services are almost eliminated, totally eliminated, or about
to be totally eliminated?

"This has resulted in severe hardship to residents of rural communities,..."
That wasin 1991. What is happening today?

"particularly school children, many of whom are now forced to walk several
miles to attend school.”

Madam Speaker, that is No. 1 on the checklist.

10.55 p.m.

So definitely they have not been doing what they say in this document; they
are doing the opposite. It is well documented here. What is the position on the
Public Transport Service Corporation? It says in the manifesto on page 27:

"...the number of regular buses on the road has been reduced...
The PNM’ s transportation policy will be to:

- Expand the public transportation network and services offered by the
PTSC..."

Is that happening today? | am not going to tell anybody whether they are strangers
to the truth, but if the Member goes ahead and says, "yes', | might have to tell
him. That is checklist No. 1. | could go on to check a number of them.
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The Member who spoke last asked whether the Members on this side ever
found time to read the documents supplied to us. My concern is, if and when the
Members on that side find the time to read the documents, whether they walk
down the streets and talk to the people to become aware of what is redly
happening in this country. Because | get the impression that they live in high
towers and do not know what is happening on the ground.

| am sure that Members on that side are not happy with some of the things
they say here about the improvement of the economy, because in their
constituencies—I see the Member for Laventille is still here and other Members
aso—thecry is, "What next: how are we going to survive?'

The situation is bad and getting worse. The Member spoke about the editorial,
"Government on the right track.” | simply want to tell the hon. Member, and this
House, that we expected nothing other than what was said in the editorial.
[Interruption] Go and find out what is being said by the less fortunate.

The Member says, Government of discipline. | will add "in" before that.

| am quoting from one who is not a politician, a clipping from the Express of
November 20, 1994, page 13, which states:

"I think the meaning of the word ‘leadership’ has been badly
misunderstood by some who assume that portfolio. A leader is supposed to be
a person who has the welfare of his subjects as a priority, setting examples for
the future leaders, the youths to follow or to emulate. However, today it is
difficult to find leaders living up to this role; it is a constant power struggle,
while the less fortunate ones in society are suffering. The point is, what ‘caring
leader' would promise to the less fortunate ones relief via a social safety net,
building the hopes of those who are unable to pay the high taxes. At least one
hot meal (soup) would have been enough to keep one alive."

This letter is signed by Joan Andrews of Sangre Grande, a person | do not know.
The headline states: "We don't need safety nets." [Interruption] | would prefer if
the Member who is advising me who wrote the article would listen. It continues:

"The year is amost ended, the situation among the poor has worsened,
unfilled promises from our leaders continue to filter through the media and the
grapevine. | would like to know what type of net was used. It caught only the
NGO's with high-sounding names, deliberately allowing the less fortunate ones
to fall through."
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| do not know the writer but | understand what is being said here because this is
definitely the feeling on the ground, contrary to what Members opposite are
saying here. Let me give the assurance to every Member of this House, that the
whole country would have been happy if, in fact, there was well-being and
prosperity at the end of the tunnel. But that tunnel is so long and dark, that thereis
poor hope. It goes on:

"We do not need a safety net..."
says Joan Andrews of Sangre Grande, whom | do not know:

"no handouts or basic food items. What the society needs is creative planning
and understanding of the devel opment of our poor.”

The Member for St. Ann's East is awake and listening, unlike what was
happening awhile ago.

S0, you see, thisis the concern of the population.
Hon. Member: You wrote that yourself!

Mr. M. Haniff: No, | did not. You know | cannot write as good as this. It
continues:

"Give us opportunities to be trained, for those who are willing, and create
employment and activities for those who are not blessed academically. The
plantation programme which the previous administration started should be
revived.

Allocate funds for rural training and development programmes, intensify
existing programmes, create jobs that would give persons a sense of duty and
pride, not URP which creates a worthless attitude breaking self-esteem. The
less fortunate no longer lack knowledge and understanding.

We are no longer prepared to have our desire for progress to be satisfied
with rum, roti neither soup.”

So you see, that is the feeling on what is happening on the ground.

Every person in this House at this moment feels sorry for the poor and
suffering because this budget and what has been happening throughout the years
since Members opposite assumed the responsibility of Government. What has
happened over these three years; what has been happening prior to that and what
has been happening for many years—all of thisis what is responsible for what is
happening now. | refer to the oil boom and the waste and mismanagement that
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took place during those years that are responsible for what is happening now.
They will never be forgiven for that.

Poverty is hell. It isreal hell for those who do not know what it is to have the
privilege of eating and drinking like normal people, the good things of life, so
they live on dreams.

Another year has gone and yet another budget of false promises. This budget,
like the others of the past, talks of the level of well-being and prosperity being on
the rise. | ask: Is it true that well-being and prosperity are on the rise? In my
view, the answer is, definitely not. Hundreds of thousands suffer while a few
prosper—that is what is happening.

11.05 p.m.

Where is the prosperity? Whose well-being? Not the poor and suffering, of
course, not the masses who are unemployed and under-employed, those who have
been retrenched from the public utilities and other government agencies and
ministries, Local Government and Works included. Not our youths who are
leaving schools in their thousands every year; of course, not those who are
employed in URP.

If one has a connection, one may get two or three fortnights; if one does not
have a connection, one might get one fortnight, and if one supports this side, none
a al! They are not seeing any sign of prosperity or well-being. Most certainly,
not the thousands who go to the hospitals and health centres where there is very
little or no medication. [Interruption] The Minister of Health has left to prepare
his contribution for tomorrow, | guess.

This talk of well-being and prosperity being on the rise certainly does not
apply to those poor and suffering masses who cannot afford the private doctors
and nursing homes, and who are being told to bring their own sheets, pillows and
have to purchase their own medication at the hospital. Not those! They are not
telling us anything about well-being and prosperity. | want to tell those who are
talking about prosperity and well-being—I have no doubt there is some well-
being and prosperity—but as | just said, hundreds of thousands suffer while afew
prosper. That iswhat is happening!

We need to take steps—Member for Diego Martin Central, a senior officer in
this Government—to make plans in consultation with those interested
organizations and the Members on this side, who a so represent constituencies, to
prepare a budget that would benefit the masses. We al wish and hope that well-
being and prosperity will, in fact, come.
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Claims of well-being and prosperity do not apply to those who now have to
find more money for their children to buy books and hustle to school in the
absence of a school bus service. Not those at al! Not those whose homes and
properties are being repossessed by the banks and so forth. In the absence of a
school bus service, whose level of well-being and prosperity is on the rise? Big
business? The banks? The conglomerates which keep pushing the small
businessmen out of their little businesses at a fast rate? Do they not recognize
what is happening?

Isall this not happening as aresult of the policies of the Government, the ones
that they beat their chests about? That iswhat is happening.

There was a big consultation on small business. | want to tell the House today
that the reason for the large attendance was that people have nowhere to turn, and
they are hoping that if something should turn up, they would stand to benefit,
especialy if the Government is giving out loans, because that is required.

People have no jobs to go to; they are being retrenched al over the country
and, as a result, they attended the small business conference. They were looking
for opportunities. Is the Government saying that what happened is because of its
policies? People are looking for opportunities because there are no other
opportunities around. They have lost their jobs, and as a result, they are coming
and they will continue to come. Where are the incentives, however?

One recognizes the need to do something about the state companies which
have been losing money for years, but this would not have been so in many cases
If these companies were allowed to operate in a more businesslike manner without
political interference. | want to emphasize that | am not standing here to say that
we should not divest; just as my leader said. We are saying that the Government
must not just close its eyes and sell out everything that it can put its hands on.
That isnot how it isdone. That is not how it ought to be done.

Mrs. Pierre: That isnot what is being done.

Mr. M. Haniff: Of course, that iswhat isbeing done. Very soon there will be
nothing more to sell.

Thisis asituation where managers and others were not being employed on the
basis of merit, but on the basis of position, of friendship, PNM party cards and
allegiance—that continues up to now. There have been numerous reports of fraud
and corruption, but rather than taking steps to punish the guilty ones, based on
who they were, they remained untouched. No one would deal with them.
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This pattern was alowed to continue because money was no problem. And
that is why | said that their actions of the past are responsible for our present
position. Just as the PNM people say that PNM is great, so the PNM is responsible
for al our problems today. Great to have allowed those who were involved in
corruption and malpractices to go free! Great to overlook the sae and
slaughtering of our economy and all that goes with it and not touch the culprits
because they belong to the PNM. They have friends in the PNM.

As | said, something had to be done and the Government took a decision to
sell and privatize. At this point it seems that anything it can put its hands on will
be sold rather than a selection of those which do not have much chance of
recovery.

Mr. Valley: 1 would put my hands on you. | would liquidate you.

Mr. M. Haniff: That is exactly the point | am making. | have no doubt.
[Interruption] It isin the making. Not only the Ministry of Works and Transport
and the Ministry of Local Government, the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and
Marine Resources. Everything that has to do with employment by this
Government—especialy daily-paid workers. The message is there; | know the
Government is going to put its hands on them.

This PNM, contrary to the one that we have grown to know, does not like
people and workers. Everybody now, must be made to work for starvation wages;
no gratuities, sick leave or vacation leave and no severance. That is the policy of
the Government.

To date, approximately 15 partly owned or wholly-owned state companies—I
can be corrected if 1 am incorrect—have been divested with many more to go.
What is difficult to come to terms with in this situation, however, is that included
in that are WASA, T&TEC, PTSC and so forth. [Interruption] What a sorry affair
WASA has become, based on what the Member for Arouca North is saying,
courtesy the PNM Government! [ Interruption]

11.15 p.m.

Who was in Government? Who has allowed WASA to reach the stage it has?
It is the Government’s policy of overloading and closing its eyes when it sees
wrong things happening.
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This Government was never looking at productivity and production. It had
nothing to do with that. All this Government did was to send people into the
utilities and into the companies and made them unmanageable and, as a result, the
Ministry of Works does not have the staff at present because of its policy to send
them home.

| believe that the divestment of these public utilities has more to do with the
conditionalities handed down to this Government than anything else—
conditionalities handed down by the World Bank, its bosses, when it goes to beg
for loans, structural adjustment loans and what have you.

The Government has no choice but to reduce staff and expenditure in WASA,
in the public service, monthly-paid and daily-paid, and in all sectors of the public
service. It has been instructed so to do, and it is following instructions.

We of the UNC are saying that there is no reason for the Government to be so
eager to sell out our public utilities. It is just its plan to get rid of everything and
to put workers into contract labour. Electricity and water are crucial to the
development of this country and, if only for pride, the Government should keep it.
It isadap in the face of the managers we have been producing in this country.

| have no doubt whatsoever that there are capable people in this country to run
T&TEC and WASA. Why does the Government now have to look for foreign
managers to come to do for us what we can do for ourselves?

It is in those circumstances that this call for the Government to hold its hand
on what it intends to do with T&TEC is being made. It must examine all the
proposals that have been submitted to it with a view to coming up with the best
solution.

There have been all sorts of recommendations, but one would understand
today why the Government has been behaving the way it is—as | said, garage sale
or otherwise, “down the road,”—getting rid of everything and coming here to tell
us that the economy is picking up. Soon there will be nothing to sell and that
picking up—we would see where it goes. Let me give an idea of some of the
recommendations that have been handed to Government, detailed studies costing
money.

Like al the other agencies, the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission
has had its fair share of reports and recommendations, all in the pursuit of making
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T&TEC into a viable operation. Similarly, like other bodies, the recommendations
have not been implemented: they are shelved. That isthe fact of the situation.

In 1990 the Ottley Task Force Report advanced recommendations and
proposals in an effort to improve the reliability of electricity and save money by
putting in place more effective maintenance, together with ways to improve
generation and distribution. That was in 1990. That report came to this
Government. Is anyone here to answer? Would the Minister of Public Utilities
put up his hand? Oh! Apparently there is no one here to answer.

A study done by Dennis Singh and Merlin Ramjohn, entitled Strategies for
Demand Management and Energy Conservation, identified the need for demand
management and efficiency improvement in generation, refurbishing of
generation plant, minimizing losses together with energy conservation. This plan
too, was never implemented. As a matter of fact, as we go down the road we
would get to understand what is happening and why the haste to sell it out.

T&TEC’S report: Generation Expansion Planning, 1991-2010 which proposed
several aternatives, including a new plant and emphasis on maintenance, aso
remains a dead letter. In 1990 the auditing firm of Ernst & Y oung was contracted
by T&TEC to perform a comprehensive management study of its operations audit
in order to increase the efficiency of T&TEC through improving allocations of
scarce natural and human resources in the operations, maintenance and
investment activities of the utilities. The fina report was submitted to T& TEC in
January 1992. The big question continues. Furthermore, in November 1992 the
Ministry of Energy published a Green Paper on an energy policy for this country.

Where is the Minister? Perhaps, the Minister can explain. Is anyone else
going to explain? Not tonight, | guess. What has happened? Where is the Green
Paper? What is responsible for the Government’s present policies? What is even
worse is the absence of consultation with workers and their representative
organizations, taking them into their confidence as a matter of interest in the
people of this country.

The owTuU did its part too—the Road towards Privatization of T& TEC. In May
1993 the Minister in the Ministry of Finance, the hon. Kenneth Valley made a
mistake: he prematurely mentioned that T&TEC will be privatized. It was said a
little too early, contrary to what he was saying at the time. On August 06, 1993
based on communication with the Energy Task Force, the owTu submitted an
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aternative strategy to the Chairman of the Task Force which included the
following:

dlightly reducing the generation reliability criteria;
improving and refurbishing the existing plant;
demand management;

operation practices with respect to generation;

improving the funding ability by using aggressive revenue collecting
techniques,

It is my understanding that there is still need for improvement in this area, but
while it is bad in T&TEC, it is 100 times worse in WASA as far as collecting is
concerned. In fact, both the Minister and Prof. Julien described the owTu
aternatives as follows. "The owTu proposal made good economic and technical
sense.” Does anyone remember that? What happened after the owTu submitted
its proposals?

11.25 p.m.

On September 02, 1993, the owTU met with the Prime Minister and other
Cabinet Ministers to discuss the privatization of T&TEC. The hon. Prime Minister
said at the meeting that prior to any other decision being made about T&TEC'S
future, including any decision for privatization, the owTuU’s proposal would be
evaluated and fully explored. That has not happened.

| want to let the Government know that we are breaking away from a
fundamental responsibility, that is, to bring the workers, their unions and those
involved in the industry within the Government’s arms and confidence because
they have to continue to operate that utility. In the interest of the people of this
country we should take time to explore al these recommendations. | can go on to
point out the whole history of thisissue.

While these recommendations and discussions were taking place, what
happened? The Government went on to make its deals in terms of arrangements.
As a matter of fact, isit not a slap in the face for the Prime Minister to point out
an approximate date when T& TEC would be divested and other people would be
coming to manage it, contrary to having this Parliament deal with the issue?

May | point out that the only reason this came to Parliament is that it falls
under the T&TEC Act; otherwise, we would have known about it like the others,
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by reading it in the newspapers. There is no consideration. It is time that we re-
examined our policies regarding the essential services—T&TEC in that context.

We have heard that there is need for new plants and added supply. Look at the
following breakdown; it does not say that. Let me give an idea of what the
breakdown says. | hope that Members opposite have read it, but | have my doubts.
In this case, the Minister of Public Utilities in a statement to the House of
Representatives said that the joint venture SEI and Amoco Business Devel opment
Company (ABDC) was committed to investing us $107.5 million as follows:

ltem us$ Million
Cash payment 71.6

Can anyone tell uswhat is likely to happen with this $71.6 million? Would it go
back for the generation of electricity; or is it part of what is happening with the
banking arrangements, to tell the nation that foreign exchange reserves are in a
reasonabl e position and the economy is picking up? That is my understanding of
it. Sell what is there so that the us balance sheets would ook good.

Plant maintenance 149
Plant upgrade 19.6
Working capital 14

That is the breakdown that the Minister gave. Nowhere in his breakdown was
there an allocation for installation of new plant.

Also to be addressed is the argument that privatization would reduce
electricity rates. That is highly questionable. What is predicted is that near to the
plant area some of the big companies may get electricity at the present rate or
thereabout; not so the population at large. We are saying that electricity and water
must not be left to market forces. We must be able to deal with them and have
some control, so that we would have a hand in controlling the price of the goods
that are supplied.

| do not have the document before me, but the hon. Prime Minister stood in
this House and said that the previous government divested TSTT, then Telco, and
that this present Government was having serious problems with the
telecommunication system in the hands of foreigners. But what is happening?
There is further divestment. TSTT is making millions and millions of dollars and
the Government is also divesting that. The only rationale | can come up with is
that he Government wants quick cash in its hands.
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The case for T&TEC is such that we call on the Government to review its
position. We are saying that it should meet with all the players in the industry; al
the concerned groups; have meaningful dialogue and discussion; examine all the
recommendations that have been submitted to date because there is need for us to
be careful and not be in a hurry to divest the public utilities.

There is a big question about the additional power that would be generated
with this new plant that the Government is talking about. The Member for La
Brea made a very—he has also disappeared—interesting point when he
mentioned the micro-generation of electricity, a possibility of micro plants in the
La Brea Industrial Estate for generation of electricity. Is that not an area that we
should examine? If certain companies are coming and there is a possibility that
the Member for La Breais saying that this would be considered, then who would
consume the added power that would be generated by this new plant that we are
talking about?

In fact, it is being said that with proper maintenance, utilization and upgrading
of what is down on the ground, there is no need at this time to talk about new
plants. As such, Trinidad and Tobago could have continued for many years. There
should be a policy of the Government to concentrate on micro generation of
electricity on those new industrial estates.

That gives us an idea of what is happening? Why is there so much haste to
put the utilities in the hands of foreign management? | therefore wish to call on
the Government to re-examine its present position; have consultation and dialogue
with al concerned in the interest of our nation. It is not too late. The feeling is
that at the pace at which the Government is going, very soon this country would
regret some of the decisions being taken.

| must make an effort to examine what the situation is with the Water and
Sewerage Authority. After 33 years of PNM rule, after an oil boom that brought
billions of dollars to this country, the PNM comes here to tell us about the need to
restructure the Water and Sewerage Authority. If the money that came to this
country was properly and sensibly utilized we would not have been talking about
WASA today. We would have had all the generation capacity and all the water that
we need.

We are blessed in this country with all sorts of natural forests, rivers and
catchment areas which are overflowing. Thisis giving the Minister of Works and
Transport problems because of his incapability to deal with it, by not using the
training he should have acquired when he was involved.
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Why is the Government now coming to tell us that it has to restructure the
Water and Sewerage Authority? That should have been done already.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’'s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. K. Jurai]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. M. Haniff: Madam Spesker, | intended to speak for about 15 minutes,
but the Minister of Works and Transport aggravated me. He is responsible for
this.

11.35 p.m.

We must show confidence in our people. Why are we hastening to sell out the
Water and Sewerage Authority? Let us examine briefly what is happening in
terms of the allocations set out for the Water and Sewerage Authority. What is
happening at this time? Why are we in such a hurry to bring in foreign
management?

We have been presented with some figures about the kind of moneys which
will go into WASA. It is a straight case of WASA suffering as a result of
Government’s not putting money in that direction. Of course, it has also suffered

as a result of bad management, as is being said all around. Even Ministers are
saying that here.

Let us look at a brief history of what we have been going through this year
with the Water and Sewerage Authority. The year 1994 will go down in history as
one of the worst years with respect to water problems in this country. The reason
for that is that while in many years gone by the availability of water in the lines
was no better than it has so far been in 1994, there was a difference: there was
always a truck-borne supply to help in those areas which were suffering. This did
not happen in 1994. As a result, you know what happened. If you do not, | will
tell you. Children had to get up at al hours of the day and night to fetch water.
Poor people who could not afford to pay the trucks prices had to find water.
Those are the kinds of experiences we have had in 1994.

However, much worse than that was what happened in the schools. In the
schools the story was dreadful. The Minister of Education in his reply to a

guestion on June 24, 1994 pointed to the situation in the schools as a result of the
lack of water. There were 87 instances in the Princes Town area alone where
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schools had to be dismissed early. Throughout the country there was a
tremendous problem with schools being dismissed early. Based on an agreement
with WASA, the Ministry of Education advanced $400,000 in March. Do you
know what happened, Madam Speaker? That transportation system actually came
on stream at the end of May 1994, that is when the rains came. So, in 1994, it was
not easy. And there is no reason to believe that 1995 will be any better.

With the amount of money that is being pumped into WASA at this stage
preparing to bring in foreign management, why? That is the same problem we
had. If they remove their political hands from the management and allow the
people of this country to manage WASA, | have no doubt that even at this 11th
hour we can produce water for domestic and commercia use. | stand here today
and say that the Government is responsible for telling the rest of the world that we
in Trinidad and Tobago cannot even supply ourselves with water.

| spoke briefly about the Public Transport Service Corporation a while ago.
Contrary to the Government’s own manifesto and its own position, today 1,000 to
go; so many hundreds have already gone. It continues to put people on the
breadline, and worst of all our children, our most cherished and valued human
resource. Our children, the ones who will take over, are in the midst of all sorts of
criminal activity. Drugs are available all over the place and our children are
exposed.

The Minister spoke about maxi-taxis. Let me remind him that maxi-taxis have
ajob to do and the peace in the maxi-taxi trade at this time is as a result of our
recommendation. Everybody is happy. The Government totally disregarded the
need for the maxi-taxi operators and passengers to listen to the radio. Today, it is
cherishing the maxi-taxis and has abandoned the bus service. We are saying, of
course, use the maxi-taxis, but develop the bus service. | am of the view it should
be done the other way around.

The PTSC over the years has always transported the travelling public—not
Ministers. Ministers and their families do not drive in buses—the poor suffering
masses do and it has always been safe for them. As aresult we need to protect our
children. Reintroduce the school bus service. What prevents the PTSC from
operating smaller buses? It happened in the past. We should guarantee our school
children some safe and reliable transportation, contrary to what is happening at
present.

The situation with the Ministry of Works is extremely bad; our infrastructure
continues to deteriorate. Notwithstanding large expenditure, we have noticed that
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there is very little improvement taking place. We recognize that whatever little is
being done—and | would like to say to this Minister that we know he is aware
that in many cases the quality of the work is substandard. | appreciate very much
the standards he has tried to develop. | must say, however, that they are not being
observed.

There is so much to say about the Ministry of Works and its operations. Let
me ask: Is the Road Improvement Fund Programme intended to utilize existing
labour or contract labour? Let me tell you what is happening. The perception is,
and the reports coming in are, that these works are intended for contract labour
and contractors, basically. | am telling you that because | witness that daily-paid
workers in the Ministry of Works are doing the work that the contractors ought to
be doing. | have no doubt whatever that there is duplication. When we speak
about corruption, that is one aspect of it.

Mr. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | thank the Member for giving way. Let me
sum it up simply. The contractors are paid for placing asphalt. The daily-paid
workers of the Ministry are used to level and shape the road prior to the laying of
asphalt. Thereis no duplication whatsoever.

Mr. M. Haniff: | very much appreciate the explanation, but |1 would like to
emphasize what | have just said. On Moruga Road, for example, there is a
specification in terms of quality—does he know what is being used? For his
information, crushed guaracara metal is being used by the Ministry of Works.
That material is not what is intended and it does not meet the specifications. It isa
lot of mud. The Ministry of Works' vehicles are transporting the hot mix and the
daily-paid workers are spreading it.

11.45 p.m.

This report said that work was done on the Moruga Road. | am on the Moruga
Road every day. | see alot of dust on the Naparima/Mayaro Road. The Minister's
specification is that the contractor must take care of the dust.

They started the project; they went away to another point and the dust became
a very serious problem. | had to call different agencies, and the residents had to
suffer until the problem was dealt with. As a result, | want to assure this House
that when | raise the issue—the Minister said al sorts of things here today about
security, and an office being broken into. | ask: Where?

Contrary to what the Minister said, Railway Road and Lengua Road were
included in every single listing, including the original listing laid in this House; it
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Is even on thislisting. Not only the listing of expenditure but also the other listing
of the Minister’s priority for Phase 1. It is still here, and, if it is a mistake, it isa
mistake. | have been in touch with the officers concerned. | enquired of all the
senior officers, and it is so evident that nothing was done on these two roads. |
was able to raise it here because | drive on Railway Road every working day of
the week and nothing was done. And the public became very concerned.

Because of my personal knowledge | was able to raise it and tell you, "No,
something is wrong". Have you spoken with the officers concerned? They said
that the report on the expenditure did not come from their offices, something
happened somewhere at some high level and eventually—[ Interruption] | do not
know whether any office was broken into.

| repeat: My information is that officers were made to say that it was a
genuine mistake, when in fact, it was not their mistake. | deal with these people
on a regular basis and | know when there is honesty. If this is a mistake, how
many more mistakes are there in this? How many more mistakes are there in all
their presentations? How are we going to deal with these mistakes?

Madam Speaker, do you know what aggravated the situation? Having said
certain things in this House about the Road Improvement Fund Programme, the
Minister said at a public meeting that his ministry paved the road to my house.
That iswhy | have to appeal to the Member for Arimato talk about honesty and
integrity because sadly, it is lacking in certain quarters. Up to today, | am
pursuing a self-help request with the Self-Help Commission; that is one of the
main ways we repair roads and traces in my constituency.

Madam Speaker, | know my time is running out fast. Please, Madam Speaker,
how much time do | have?

Madam Speaker: You have 15 more minutes.

Mr. M. Haniff: Thank you Madam Speaker. | have invited this hon.
Minister to come to Princes Town. | have requested of him and the Parliamentary
Secretary to put certain small gangs in areas where they are required. No way, no
way, nothing. That is why | had to say in Princes Town recently that Princes
Town is the neglected constituency. This Government is paying no heed whatever
to Princes Town.

However, the business community and the people generally are recognizing
that Princes Town is expanding, that there is need for development, and so | again
call on the authorities here to recognize— [Interruption] | have looked at the
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Development Programme. | have looked at the reduced alocation to the Ministry
of Works under “Goods and Services’ and for Personnel Expenditure, that is
under recurrent expenditure. [Interruption] Yes, | have looked at it.
[Interruption] Look at it again. | have noticed that nothing again would take
place, because when the authorities are called to do certain minimal repairs in
Princes Town, they cannot.

The transport section has very few vehicles. The best vehicles are over 12
years old; no tyres, no fuel, et cetera, and just next door contractors are supplying
substandard materials. There is a genuine need to examine what is happening.
What is happening must cause people to say all sorts of things.

| must mention one of the gravest concerns in Princes Town: the hospital and
basic infrastructure and services. That hospital was closed since last year. The
hon. Minister said that he was going to reopen it. It was not reopened. | asked
guestions, | made enquiries; then he said that the authorities have decided to open
a polyclinic. On the repair of the old Princes Town Hospital over $600,000 was
expended. Do you know what is the latest information | have? | spoke with very
senior officers today, and about a week or two ago | spoke with the Minister in
the corridor right here.

The latest position is that the consultants, having now examined the work,
have eventually realized that the old building, notwithstanding the expenditure of
over $600,000, is not adequate to the needs of a polyclinic. Where then is the
management? To what use are they now going to put that clinic? Why are the
people of Princes Town and surrounding areas being denied? And we come here
and talk about well-being and prosperity? Where? For whom?

The Princes Town Police Station: The police are now occupying the old post
office in Princes Town, one vehicle. Table Land, a very bad situation;
Barrackpore, just as bad. In the list of areas where there is high crime, Princes
Town is included. Minister of National Security put up your hand. Not here? Is
there aMinister of National Security? Nobody to say.

| raised the issue about security in Princes Town, about vehicles and about
motorbikes, with the former Minister—he promised. We had a second Minister—
he said he would look into it. Today we do not know who isthe Minister. Still nothing
in Princes Town with respect to improvement of the police station and so forth.

The Minister of Works spoke today about removing the taxis and the maxi-
taxis and providing parking facilities for them. | have been making representation
for parking facilities for the people of Princes Town, for taxi-stands and a private
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car park. | had spoken about the rental of the car park. It was rented out again, and
up to today not one cent of the moneys collected for the rental has been used for
the car park as was promised.

The car park is in the worst possible condition and we are now hearing that
the authorities intend to remove al the taxis. | want to invite the Minister to
Princes Town. Each town in this country has its own indigenous planning, its own
indigenous ways and means of operating. There is need to correct some of what
has been happening, but in consultation with those who operate it. What is
happening is that the proposals before me from the Traffic Management Branch
are not suitable for Princes Town.

11.55 p.m.

Notwithstanding, | wish to humbly ask the Minister, who has responsibility
for al of this, to come and look at what is required. Why not? Are those people
not entitled to a piece of the pie—afair share. [Interruption] | have never been in
the hands of the police. | am a very decent person. Clean of character and
otherwise.

Madam Speaker, the Princes Town market remains a problem. The hon.
Member for Diego Martin Central, when he was Minister of Local Government,
visited. He is different from the present Minister—he visited. The Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry of Works also visited. We al collectively recognized—
the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs also visited but, unfortunately, nothing
was done.

The market building cannot accommodate the vendors. What is your policy?
Break down the sheds all over the place, but do not provide accommodation.
What is happening? No jobs, no accommodation for venders, but Members
opposite come here to tell us about well-being and prosperity. Whose well-being
and whose prosperity?

| listened to the hon. Minister of Sport and Y outh Affairs and | want to assure
her and all concerned that | was very grateful for the invitation to the football
game. | went and | enjoyed it. | said to myself, here in Trinidad and Tobago we
have the ability to get the work done. Unfortunately, we are not using our
resources to develop the skills and the potential of our people. The Princes Town
Senior Comprehensive School has a small playground; we had to do a self-help
project to try to put up a pavilion. They were victorious in the Intercol 1994
football tournament without facilities—I have no doubt whatever that this touches
the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs very deeply and my friend the
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Parliamentary Secretary who used to be in the Ministry of Sport—I think he is
now at the Ministry of Education.

Other parts of the country need consideration. Thereis abig question: Arewe
going to concentrate all our finances and efforts on developing only the urban
areas? If in the rura areas we put in some of the basic infrastructure, this country
would develop faster. Y our agriculture policy does not say that.

The Member for La Brea mentioned the cane farmers. Of course, they have
the potential to produce all the cane and all the agricultural produce required in
this country—»but they are not being given the incentives. Can anyone here tell me
what portion of allocation for 1994 or 1995 will be utilized to develop the
agricultural access roads and other infrastructure in the rural areas? The Minister
of Housing spoke about houses, but do we not recognize that if we facilitate those
farmers they would actually live on those farms and produce year round? Do we
not recognize that?

In that context, therefore, | ask: What is your policy with land distribution
that has been promised to those people “year go year come”? Thirty-three years
has gone and we are till waiting. Incidentally, having spent three years in this
House | have developed a good relationship with al Members, notwithstanding
our disagreements with the other side. The Member for La Brea sits there,
together with other Members, and they appreciate every word that | say here,
because they recognizeit istrue.

The cocoa and coffee producers have problems, and they are seeing no signs
of improvement coming their way; they need incentives. | am going to be
generous—I| would not take al the time alotted to me. Madam Speaker, most
Members may not know this, but my father came from Indiaand | grew up as a
farmer; | am still a farmer. | love farming: you are outdoors, you pick a little
citrus here, you put in a fig plant there, you rear some animals. Many, many
people are living by that means, because they have nothing else to turn to, and this
Government is not recognizing that they are the people who need some attention.
They are also potential employers and exporters, but the incentive is not there. As
aresult, at this hour—are we on the 1st or the 2nd?

Madam Speaker: We are on the 2nd day of December 1994.

Mr. M. Haniff: May | greet everyone with a “Happy New Day.”
[Interruption] Yes, good morning! Let us hope that our discussions here which
started yesterday finishing today would serve the purpose that was intended, and
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when we are discussing at committee stage there will be some changes reflecting
the thinking of the House at this hour of the morning. Thank you very much.

Hon. K. Valley: Madam Speaker, | am not sure whether | should ask that you
just suspend the sitting until 10.00 am. | do not know whether | could ask that we
adjourn. | think, Madam Speaker, given that we are now on the 2nd we ask that
the House be suspended until 10.00 am.

Question put and agreed to.
12.04 a.m.: Sitting suspended.

The House resumed after the Stting on Thursday, December 1, 1994
suspended at 12.04 a.m. on Friday, December 2, 1994.

10.15a.m.: Stting resumed.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, the sitting was suspended after 12.00
o'clock so there is no need to say prayers today. We shall just continue with the
debate.

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources (Dr. The Hon.
Keith Rowley): Madam Speaker, unfortunately, | had to be out of the Chamber
last night for the suspension and | was expecting aword of prayer before | started
my contribution. Given al that | have to deal with, | really would have felt better
starting with aword of prayer.

Madam Speaker: The Member can pray within.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, permit me to identify myself
especialy for the Members on the other side. | am the Member of Parliament for
Diego Martin West and | am aso the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources. If one is to take seriously what is said on the other side, one gets the
impression that there is an absence in the public administration for that portfolio,
so | have just introduced myself to them.

| start this morning by adding my personal quota of congratulations to the
Minister of Finance and his staff for the very excellent job which they have done,
not only in the preparation of this budget document but in managing the fiscal and
monetary affairs of the country during the recent months. We have come a long
way and, insofar as we have a significant journey ahead of us, it should not
prevent us from appreciating the progress that we have made. It is understandable
that some of us would be more appreciative of our successes than others. Whereas
those of us on the Government side and the general public can take solace, hope
and comfort in any element of progress, unfortunately, because of the adversarial
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system of our political structures, those on the other side are reduced to
discomfort in the presence of success.

The Minister of Finance presented a budget against a background of eight
years of consistent economic decline in a small island economy like Trinidad and
Tobago with a population of 1.3 million—a small country—in arapidly changing
world of extremely difficult international and regional circumstances. After eight
years of difficult economic circumstances at budget time, regardiess of which
administration was in office, what we have been reporting is decline after decline.

On this occasion, in the second paragraph of the budget presentation, the
Minister of Finance reported that we have exceeded our economic growth
projection by 100 per cent and presents a figure upwards of 4 per cent growth;
that our export rose by 14 per cent in US dollar terms; that we are doing 30 per
cent more in terms of selling goods and services abroad; that our floating currency
is stable; that job creation is exceeding job losses; that direct foreign investment
exceeds $1 hillion; that we have reduced the public debt; and that we are being
seen, by experts, as being prepared to treat with the changing international
environment. That would give any Opposition diarrhoea, so | understand their
position.

Madam Speaker, that being the basis of the report of the last year and the
point of departure for next year, it is not surprising that the Opposition has been
“galerying”, and setting up straw men of conjecture so that they themselves can
shoot them down to create a scenario other than the one presented by the Minister
of Finance.

Madam Speaker, as you would have observed, in this debate very little
engagement has taken place with the issues of the document, with the issues of
the facts—many peripheral matters, much paraphernalia, many glancing blows. In
fact, much irrelevant, historical rhetoric, discounted “ol’ talk” and, as my
colleague behind me said, pure back in times bad music. They could not engage
with the issues. We on this side are pleased with that performance, exceeding our
own projection, so one could imagine how the other side would feel, because they
have a different vantage point.

What have been the components of the debate? The only thing that was open
to the other side isto say that in the interest of the people of Trinidad and Tobago,
they are pleased that the country is doing that well. That is logic! We all live
here! It is not politically correct for them to say that, so they have been making
illogical and irrationa comments. What has been the position? Challenge the
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figuresl The Minister of Finance presented not subjectivity but hard facts to
demonstrate where our economy had gone in the last 12 months. All that is left to
the Opposition in order to present a negative picture was to challenge the figures.

The Leader of the Opposition, rather than be grateful that we, as a country,
have been able to make the progress that we have made, and are going in the
direction which we ought to be going—many have tried before, including some of
them on the other side to go in this same direction and, for one reason or the
other, failed. On this occasion, we have gone in that direction, whatever the
distance. Rather than be happy that the country is going in that direction, what did
he say? Nebulous statement of anticipated 4 per cent growth. Disappointment!
He accused the Minister of Finance of playing around with figures and statistics
in order to give the impression that things are getting better. We do not have to
give the impression; things are getting better.

10.25 a.m.

| am sorry if there are those on the other side who are disappointed about that.
Madam Speaker, he goes on and talks about "so-called growth,” and "marginal
increase in employment”. The fact that we are talking about any growth at al isa
significant improvement of where we have come from and what we have attained.
The fact that we are talking about growth at al, to have attained growthis, in fact,
success. But how does he react to it? "So-called growth”. Madam Speaker,
speaking for the rest of this country, we will take as much so-called growth as we
can get, as long as it means going in this direction and improving Trinidad and
Tobago.

My friend from Oropouche, junior Minister of Finance of the other side—
Hon Member: Heisnot here yet.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Forever the bridesmaid, never the bride. Madam
Speaker, in his contribution he accused the Minister of Finance of juggling the
statistics to produce a fall in unemployment; he accused the Minister of Finance
of trumpeting anticipated growth of 4 per cent. Of course, even as he is saying it,
he does not believe what he is saying, so he goes on to embellish his argument by
asking: Can this ephemera growth be sustained? Madam Speaker, how relevant
isthat? So we have gone past the stage of talking about decline. We are accepting
that there is growth. The new question now is: can it be sustained? Good
guestion. We, too, could ask that question, because that is part of our
assignment—to sustain the growth path that we have put ourselves on. But that is
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to accept that we have put this country on a growth path and that was the
assignment that this Government took on in 1992. [ Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, having difficulty in dealing with the substantial progress that
we have made, the Leader of the Opposition went off on an excursion which
surprised me, because persons looking at Trinidad and Tobago from inside and
outside would see a Government in office today and see alternatives on the other
side. Insofar as those on the other side aspire to get into government, they have to
deal with those people who evaluate us on both sides. When the Leader of the
Opposition as amajor part of his contribution, trots out the successful position of
our major business houses as a negative—that something is wrong with the
country, the Government and the Minister of Finance—then those who are
looking at the Government and its alternative have no difficulty at al in coming to
the conclusion that we are better off where we are today, and Heaven help us if
those people get into government.

Mr.Maraj: Thousands of small business shareholders are involved.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, what is the relevance of the
Leader of the Opposition presenting an argument that something is wrong with
the fact that Republic Bank is sound and solid? Royal Bank, Bank of Nova
Scotia, Bank of Commerce, Neal & Massy, Ansa McAIl, Angostura, Guardian
Life—the major business houses in Trinidad and Tobago. He is demonstrating
that they are strong, healthy and robust under the PNM Government and, in his
eyes, that is something bad.

Madam Speaker, when Volvo is healthy the Swedes are happy.

Mr. Humphrey: On a point of order, Madam Speaker. | do not think the
Member was listening to the contribution of the hon. Leader of the Opposition.
He made it quite clear that he is not opposed to profits of companies. One wants
to see companies succeed, but if the banks are so fluid and profitable, how then
the failure of so many small businesses? Deal with the issues, please, and be
honest about it!

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, what is the point of order? Could
you rule?

Mr. Humphrey: You are misrepresenting what he said and atering the
record.

Madam Speaker: Member for St. Augustine, | thought you were on a point
of clarification. That iswhy | alowed you—
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Mr. Humphrey: No, a point of order, Madam Speaker. This budget debate
has taken us into long hours. All of uslack for sleep.

Madam Speaker: Yes, let us proceed.

Mr. Humphrey: Let usdo the country’s businessin a serious way.

Madam Speaker: Proceed, Member for Diego Martin West.

Mr. Humphrey: You are Agricultural Minister, talk about agriculture! Do
not spend your whole time talking about the Opposition Leader’s speech.

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Spesker, | understand his position. | mean, it
isal well and good for him to wear his yellow rook on his hand and hang himself
round his neck to support his leader, but to waste my parliamentary time—

Mr. Humphrey: | am proud of it.

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | would simply ask to have injury
time because | have much to say.

Mr.Maharaj: Talk about National Fisheries.

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | was trying to figure out what is
the relevance of the Leader of the Opposition making an issue of the fact that our
major business houses are robust; and in case the Member for St. Augustine did
not take the point—

Mr. Humphrey: Thefailure of small business!

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: He goes on to ask about the profits. After listing
al the profits between 1992 and 1994, the Leader of the Opposition goes on to
ask: "How much was a part of the drug trade?"

Mr. Humphrey: All right, well how much was? The Commissioner of
Police has said it—

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: The point I am making, Madam Speaker, is that
when 1BM and General Motors and other major business houses are healthy in
America, Americans are happy. When Renault is healthy in France, the French are
happy; when Toyota is hedthy, the Japanese are happy; but when Angostura and
Royal Bank are healthy in Trinidad and Tobago, the Opposition is upset. Why?

Mr. Humphrey: And when the Carli cartel is prosperous, PNM is happy!

Hon. Dr. K. Rowley: It demonstrates a lack of understanding of what we are
about, because every single one of these business houses—
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Mr. Humphrey: | have been in this business since you were in short pants,
since you were alittle boy in school.

Madam Speaker: Would the hon. Member for St. Augustine please allow
the Member—if you have to make a comment, make it a little softer so that the
debate is not disturbed, please. Proceed.

Mr. Humphrey: | cannot be soft today, at all.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | am not asking for any
assistance from the Member for St. Augustine. All | am asking for is the
opportunity to present my argument. | would like to say that the position of the
Leader of the Opposition on this matter is quite ridiculous and embarrassing to the
Parliament and the country. Embarrassing and disgraceful to identify the business
houses of this country and by innuendo link them to the drug trade because they
are profitable.

Madam Speaker, afew years ago the talk on the street in this country was that
major banks were on the verge of collapse. We have reached the stage now where
the banks are healthy, the economy is strong and growing, and the banks are
making profit; and the irresponsible, reckless and disgraceful Leader of the
Opposition link the business houses to the drug trade, and he has a problem with
that. | have a problem with that because as a Member of Parliament, he
diminishesme and al | stand for; and they are disgraceful in their conduct.

Madam Speaker, the next question. Okay, they question the business house
profits. The next matter they question is the marginal growth in employment. The
Minister of Finance said that jobs are being created and he gave figures. Of
course, again they are reduced to questioning the figures to give the impression
that, somehow, the Government interferes in the cso and gets the staff of the
cso—professional people—to put in the figures to make the Government 1ook
good.

Madam Speaker, nothing is further from the truth. As a Member of the
Cabinet, | can tell you | do not know where the cso officeis and | do not know
who runs it. All 1 know is, the documents come out of there and | use the
documents.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Y ou do not know anything.
Mr. Manning: | do not know either.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, the Government does not
establish these statistics. Of course, if the figures were negative, as they could
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have been, and as in future some of them might be because they vary from time to
time—whenever they are negative it is okay. They are sound and solid; they are
believable. Whenever they are positive, the Government is manipulating them.
Absolute nonsense, Madam Speaker!

| have in my hand a copy of, the Labour Force by Employment Status, Sex
and Industrial Group, Second Quarter of 1994. | do not know if anybody on the
other side has a copy because for one thing, Madam Speaker, they do not read. |
can say that without fear of contradiction. They do not read documents that are
laid in Parliament; they get information outside, bring it to Parliament and
mislead the country.

Mr. Humphrey: He has nothing to say. Report on your own Ministry! You
say you are the Minister, well report on your Ministry.

10.35 a.m.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: What is the Member so upset about? Madam
Speaker, if the Members on the other side had taken the trouble to get the official
statistics of Trinidad and Tobago, they would not have been so surprised by the
budget, because when they look under "Persons with Jobs" in the second quarter
of 1993, under "Sugar Cultivation and Manufacture" they would see that there
were 12,900 persons involved. In the second quarter of 1994, there were 13,000
persons involved, an additional 100 personsin that subsector.

Other agricultural enterprises, forestry, fishing and hunting, in the second
quarter of 1993, the number of persons involved were 28,600; in the same quarter
of 1994, the number of personsinvolved were 37,600, an increase of 9,000.

Those are the facts and that is what they cannot deal with. The reason |
identified myself this morning as the Minister of Agriculture isto let them know
that notwithstanding all the misinformation being peddied, the people who are
involved in agriculture, the persons who are on farms in this country, are getting
on with their business and getting results, regardless of their propaganda. Y ou see,
Madam Speaker, they have to survive by peddling bad news. That does not
influence the outcome on the farms. | will demonstrate that.

The facts in the document show that there are 9,100 more persons with jobs in
agriculture. But, of course, they would walk around and tell anybody who would
listen, "agriculture dying; agriculture dead", and so on, because it sounds good.
Everybody who knows and who does not know, is an expert in agriculture.
Unfortunately, most of those on the other side represent constituencies where
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agriculturists and farmers make up a large part of the electorate, and they,
unashamedly and illogically, appeal and pander to sentiments that they figure are
out there and, by taking these positions, they give the impression that they are
fighting for farmers. But do not fight against the facts and the figures!

Mr. Humphrey: What was the role of the Government in accomplishing that?
Putting more pressure on poor people?

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: You have a problem, you know.
Mr. Humphrey: | have a problem?
Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Yes.

Mr. Humphrey: Definitely, a serious problem. It is called the PNM!

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, let me give you figures on the
production aspect in agriculture. Sugar: 1992—109,000 tonnes. [Interruption]
Madam Speaker, you listen to any of them and listen to what | am telling you now
and seeif thereis any—

Mr. Humphrey: You introduce yourself as the big Minister. What have you
done?

Hon. Member: Nothing!

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Sugar: In 1992—109,700 tonnes; 1994—127,315
tonnes. [Desk thumping] Vegetables: 16,677 in all of 1992; the projection for
1994—20,000 tonnes. [ Desk thumping] Production in root crops—up; production
in pulses and beans—up; oranges. 1,219 crates in 1992; in 1994, 6,384 crates.
Grapefruits: 990 tonnes in 1992; in 1994, 4,037 tonnes. Madam Spesaker, broilers:
In 1992—36 million; in 1994, 42 million. Table egg production: 1992, 4.1 million;
1994, 4.4 million.

In most areas of the agricultural sector production is up. In many areas, people
are doing things outside of the traditional agricultural areas. So while you
maintain the jobs in the traditional sector, those persons who have gone into the
non-traditional areas, many small persons, are out there doing things.

Let me give you an example of the trend. | know why they do not want you to
hear me, you know, Madam Speaker. They will make as much noise, but the facts
will be heard. Exports of non-traditional commodities. | am not speaking about
production—exports. Because if you go to any market in this country, Port of
Spain, Debe, San Fernando, Arima, there is no shortage of food in Trinidad and
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Tobago, none whatsoever. In fact, our markets are overflowing with food and we
are now exporting things that you would not dream of.

Exports from Trinidad and Tobago: 1n 1992, exports of dasheen—2,601 kgs;
1993—4,899 kgs. Eddoes: 1,375 kgsin 1991; 1993—21,539 kgs. Yams: 1991—891
kgs, 1993—3,675 kgs. Sweet Potato: 1992—8,667 kgs, 1993 13,675 kgs. Hot
Peppers. 1992—247,000 kgs; 1993—594,000. Pumpkin: 1992, in terms of dollar
value—$907,000; 1993—$1.5 million. And | can go on and on. Melons: 1991—
12,000 kgs; 1993—501,805 kgs. Shrimp: 1991—284,000 kgs; 1993—1399,440
kgs. Fish: 1991—753,000 kgs; 1993—2,946,950 kgs.

And they are walking all over the country telling people that agriculture is
dead. Dasheen, eddoes, yam, sweet potato, hot peppers, pumpkin, cucumbers,
cauliflower, melons, pineapple, shrimp and fish—exports are substantialy up in
Trinidad and Tobago and put that in your pipe and smoke it!

Mr. Humphrey: You are concerned with the "yankees" eating our food; | am
concerned with our people eating our food!

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, he has a problem, trying to
ingratiate himself with certain people. | do not have that problem.

Mr. Humphrey: You are atypical colonial preacher!
Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: He does not have an identity, sane or otherwise.
Mr. Humphrey: White skin, black man.

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: You have it wrong. | am not white.

Madam Speaker: Member for St. Augustine, | know there must be a little
crosstalk, but maybe you could just do it alittle softer.

Hon. Member: But he is always disturbing people. He is the major disturber
of them all.

Madam Speaker: The Member should realy be allowed to make his
presentation, but | understand that the crosstalk will be there. Like yesterday, |
urged the Member for Oropouche to do it alittle softer. There is no harm, but just
doit alittle softer.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, did | not tell you that good news
gives them diahorrea, verbal and otherwise? [Laughter] To us, increased
production is good news.
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Mr. Humphrey: Do you want to give way? | will stop heckling you if you
give way.

Hon. Members: No!
Mr. Humphrey: I will heckle you continuously. I am not stopping.

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, in 1988 our imports of cut flowers
was $1.3 million. By 1992 we had reduced that importation to $920,000. On the
other hand, our exports of cut flowers, which in 1988 was $144,000 worth, by
1992, it was $2.8 million. Do you understand why they want to shout me down?
Because they have been giving the impression—many of them do not even know
a chicken from a corbeau. [Laughter] Appointing themselves—[ Interruption] |
have not called your name. What are you getting on so for? [ Laughter]

10.45 a.m.

Madam Speaker, | have indicated the increase in production in all those aress,
from the traditional sugar and citrus to hot peppers, pumpkin, sweet potatoes and
so forth, which we are now exporting. Let me indicate one of the contributory
factors over and above the hard work and stick-to-itiveness of our farming people
who have not been misled by the negative comments coming from self-appointed
spokespersons.

Madam Speaker, | told the House that root crop production was up and we are
now exporting—dasheen, sweet potatoes and so forth. If one looks at the ADB's
loan portfolio one would see that in 1993, the ADB lent $613,000 for the
production of root crops. In 1994 they lent more, $894,000.

V egetables—patchoi, cauliflowers, tomatoes and so forth. In 1993, the ADB
lent $2.1 million; in 1994, it lent $2.5 million. For fruits, it lent $423,000 in 1993,
and in 1994, $732,000; cocoa and coffee, in 1993 it lent $647,000 and in 1994,
$763,000. For condiments—my colleague from Paramin will know what | am
talking about—in 1994 it lent $334,000, and in 1994, $500,000. For dairy, in
1993 $0.5 million and in 1994, $627,000.

Madam Speaker, extremely important is that in 1993 the ADB lent $35.98
million for agro-processing and a further $24.2 million so far in 1994. That is
money lent for agro-processing; people who have gone into business, buying from
farmers and are processing.

Mr. Humphrey: Tell usabout Charlie's Meats!
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Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: For marketing arrangements—people who have
gone into business to market produce—in 1993, the ADB lent $144,000 and in
1994, $449,000; inputs to farmersin 1993, no loans; in 1994, $293,000.

In 1993, the ADB lent $60.8 million to farmers in this country to assist in the
production and ignore the Opposition.

Mr. Humphrey: Tell usabout Charlie's Meats!

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: In 1994, so far—nine months of the year—the
ADB has lent $42.8 million. The ADB is the Government's right hand out to assist
farmers. It is the Government's way of assisting farmers by providing the cash |
have made mention of. If that is not Government's support for agriculture, then
tell mewhat is?

Mr. Humphrey: Tell usabout Charlie's Meat; the Member knows about it.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, as | ignore the comments from
the other side, | will also proceed to ignore the comments from certain persons
who believe that having misled governments over the years, they can continue to
mislead this Government. As a Member of this Government, | want to tell those to
whom reference was made by the Leader of the Opposition, or the Member for
Oropouche that they had their day in misleading governments.

My colleagues and | would take responsibility for what this administration
does because we are responsible for Trinidad and Tobago today. Over and above
al that | have said about the positives in the agricultural sector, there are those
who have a different point of view, that it should be different. | appreciate their
right to have a different point of view, but | also accept my right to listen to them,
analyze their position and learn from their mistakes.

Madam Speaker, | take you back to how things were done before, on the
advice of many self-appointed experts. Between 1977 and 1987, persons in this
country who hold themselves up as experts—appearing on television and writing
whole-page articles on expertise in the newspaper, advised previous governments
to direct money to the tune of $1.3 billion to something called food subsidies. Let
them come out and defend that. That is what they must defend when they talk
about support for the agricultural sector. If in those days that kind of money had
been properly spent in the agricultural sector, to put it in a sound position, they
would not be now talking about repeating this.

It was not uncommon for year after year—1981, 1982, 1983 and so forth—
upwards of $200 million; because that was the advice that was being given to the
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Government by these self-appointed experts, and they are still trying to advise us
now; and being quoted conveniently by Members of the other side.

The world has changed and Trinidad and Tobago has changed. To the extent
that we are providing support to the farming community, we are doing so in away
that will make meaningful contributions to the farmers and their farms. That is
why, even in reduced circumstances with less money, we are having
improvements.

The same self-appointed experts had a serious hand in Caroni; year after year,
$200 million meeting the needs of the recurrent expenditure. We are, today, doing
more with far less. While Caroni’s production was going down and had reached
the level as low as 60,000 tonnes of sugar, the advice from those experts was to
keep pouring $200 million per year into that company. Is it not strange that on
coming into office the very first thing this Government did was to recognize that
agriculture in Trinidad and Tobago, in terms of importance and quantity, was
sugar? Sugar is the main agricultural enterprise in Trinidad and Tobago. We
acknowledge that, so in January 1992, less than two months after assuming office,
we set about to rectify the problem at Caroni (1975) Limited.

We appointed a tripartite committee and set about to face the problems head
on, and with less resources. What has been the result? The result has been an
increase at Caroni (1975) Limited where we have surpassed our targets. We had
set a target of 125,000 tonnes to be achieved in 1996; in 1994 we achieved
127,000 tonnes. [ Desk thumping]

Over and above that, we took a leadership role with the cane farmers. We set
about to give the cane farmers a greater say in production and we are moving in a
direction to have cane farmers produce 60 per cent or more of the canes in
Trinidad and Tobago, and aready, we are seeing results. The Government, via
Caroni (1975) Limited, has provided 800 tonnes of new, improved planting
variety of cane to cane farmers for the last planting season, and we expect to see
that reflected in increased production down the road. That is the "we" we are
talking about. It isthis Government that did that.

10.55 a.m.

I will not be sidetracked by irrelevance. Already, we have set ourselves the
target of improving the tonnes per acre. We have moved from 20 tonnes per acre,
we are now at 21.5 tonnes and we are aiming to go to 23 tonnes per acre, and the
improved cane variety is one way of getting that improved tonnage per acre.
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Caroni (1975) Limited, as an entity: We moved expeditiously to clean up
Caroni’s books and to make it financially bankable. That was our objective. We
have done that to the extent that Caroni (1975) Limited can now go into the
business place and borrow as much as £10 million to finance its operations
without a Government guarantee and pay it back at the end of the crop. That is
happening right now. Caroni (1975) Limited is out there like any other business
house borrowing its money, financing its operations and paying back its loans.

Madam Speaker, we took aleadership rolein the sugar industry at the regional
level; a deliberate policy of this Government to ensure that we maintain our
position as a sugar exporter. There are those who advised us to get out of sugar.
The fact is that sugar is important to the economy of Trinidad and Tobago, and
extremely important to the agricultural economy. Looking ahead since 1992 at
what was happening with the North American Free Trade Agreement NAFTA and
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), we took a decision to take a
leadership role, getting involved in the international fora on sugar to argue our
case because, as you know, we sell sugar to Europe and the United States of
America on a quota basis. We argued that if our colleagues in the Caricom region
or in the Africa Caribbean Pacific (ACP) are not able to meet their quota, othersin
the region or in the ACP should be able to accessit.

That is now on the cards. What that means, is that we are in line to have an
increased quota, which means as we produce more sugar we can sell it abroad and
as we sdl that sugar abroad, we are earning substantially more as a result of
preferential pricing arrangements with the European Economic Commission
(EEC) and the United States. We see a future for sugar and from day one we set
about to ensure that that future is secured—not by old talk, emotion, accusation
and marching, but by taking the concrete action to give the concrete results.

As a provider of services to the sector, the Ministry has produced a farmers
guide for cane farmers, held seminars with them to encourage and to direct them
how best to carry out economic practices to have the desired results; efficiency
and improved production. We are doing increased research and extension services
because we want a certain result. We want to be a more efficient sugar producer.

Madam Speaker, if you look in the documents—because | know they have not
looked at them—then you would see that the Government has committed itself for
the first time in years to a major capital investment programme at Caroni (1975)
Limited—this year, $45 million of an overall programme of $138 million of
capital expenditure at Caroni (1975) Limited—that is meant to improve and
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upgrade the factories and to provide modern field equipment, all geared towards
efficiency and productivity.

The Member asked what have we done. What is our Government doing?
That is what we are doing, taking the direct and individual steps to give specific
resultsin a programme that is clear, concise and achievable.

| want to take Members through the development programme, but before | do
that, | want to deal with a matter which seems to confuse many people. Persons
who speak about the agricultural sector, especially those on the other side, do not
take the time to inform themselves, and, therefore, produce much misinformation
which could have the effect of disheartening the farmers. As | have pointed out,
the farmers to date have ignored that; they have stayed on their farms; they have
produced and are benefiting.

| want very quickly to take you through the various subsectors on agriculture.
| mentioned before that citrus production in 1992 was 2,209 tonnes; in 1994,
10,421 tonnes. In fact, plans are afoot to expand our citrusindustry. We are taking
steps to expand the acreage under citrus and to rehabilitate our fields to continue
that growth. We are also taking steps at the factory to complete the installation
and have, for the first time in this country, facilities for making citrus concentrate.
Soon, in Trinidad and Tobago, we would have the ability to make citrus
concentrate from our own juices.

Mr. Haniff: Will the Minister be kind enough, since while | was making my
contribution early this morning he was not here. | raised certain issues concerning
the farming sector about which he is speaking. Will he be kind enough to tell us
what is Government’s position concerning the price of cane, agricultural access
roads in the area and the issue of land distribution to cane farmers?

Thank you very much.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Spesker, if the Member had waited, |
would have touched on that providing | have the time because | cannot touch on
everything. | want to mention one, the price of cane, since | have touched on
Caroni (1975) Limited. With respect to the price of cane, we committed ourselves
in the tripartite agreement to review the present Seemungal formula which is the
basis on which cane is priced. We are now in a position to put that committee in
place to review that, and we are moving toward paying for cane on a formula
based on quality rather than bulk quantity. This is to give farmers benefits and
incentives to grow higher-yielding varieties and not just bulk varieties with low
yields.
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| can tell the Member that only recently Caroni (1975) Limited placed firm
orders for three core samplers costing significant sums of money. This is the
equipment that is required to establish the quality of cane when the cane is
brought in from the field. We are obtaining the equipment and we are just about to
review the Seemungal formula to put a new formula in place based on quality
rather than quantity, and in the near future we will say more about that.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Hon. K. Valley]

Question put and agreed to.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and | wish to thank
Members for granting me an extension.

I mentioned copra. When | came into office, one of the first crises | had to
deal with was the fact that no copra was being purchased. Copra was standing on
the estates al over Trinidad and Tobago, and for those of you who read the
papers, they would have seen the effects of that.

11.05 a.m.

Copra could not be sold. Nobody was buying copra. The ministry believes and
encourages production for the sale of local refined coconut oil, in Trinidad and
Tobago. If you had looked in the newspapers a couple of days ago, you would
have seen, | think in the Newsday, a whole pullout on trade marks being
registered. One of those trade marks is for a local brand of coconut oil called
Nariel. That has been so successful that today we are not only buying all the copra
produced in Trinidad and Tobago, but also importing it. We have moved from the
position of not being able to move it from the farm gates in South Trinidad, to
where we are buying all the copra in Trinidad and Tobago, and aso buying from
outside Caricom. If that does not tell Members something, it tells me something.

In fact, | can go further. Working with the Coconut Growers Association
(ccA), | have recently approved 10,000 hybrid coconut plants for replanting in
Trinidad and Tobago. It is the first major planting of coconut trees in many a
decade. While that is happening, Members on the other side are carrying on.

Mr. Humphrey: All he hasto do isto approve.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, it is not only the approval, but
also the encouragement. | chaired the meetings and encouraged the CGA to put
those products on the market. | told them that if they did | would come to launch
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the product for them. Last year, | did so at the Hilton. Whenever they see Nariel
or the other brand of coconut oil on the shelf, they should buy it.

Mr. Humphrey: Call it Rowley.
Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Yes. He can cdl it by that name.

The fact is that the role of the state is to guide, assist, facilitate and to bring it
from where it was not, to where it is today. When they cannot deal with substance
of the success, they raise red herrings.

| now turn to vegetables. In 1992, 24,100 tonnes of vegetables were produced
in this country, and in 1993, 27,000 tonnes. As | said before, if you go to the
market, there is no shortage of food in this country.

Coffee is one of those crops which are subsidized by the Government. Coffee
prices were low for a very long time and the Government had to pay substantial
subsidies. They said that the Government has removed subsidies. Nothing is
further from the truth. | do not know why they do it. We have not removed a
single subsidy from a single product. In fact, last year we paid $3.2 million in
cash subsidy to coffee farmers, because at that time the price of coffee
internationally was Us 45 cents per kilogram.

While the price had collapsed to US 45 cents per kilogram, the Government
stepped in and paid the farmers $3.2 million. | am pleased to announce, much to
their dissatisfaction, that the price of coffee has moved from us 45 cents per
kilogram internationally to Us $1.40. Now, we are encouraging our farmersin the
coffee business to ensure that they prune and fertilize their fields to get maximum
production. We want a bumper crop because the market is very good at this time.

Mr. Jurai: Madam Speaker—
Hon. Dr. The K. Rowley: He must announce his presence.

Mr. Jurai: Since the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources is
speaking about coffee and cocoa, would he be kind enough to tell the farmers of
this country when they would be paid the subsidies due to them for 19947

Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, | come to cocoa.

| simply said that in the cocoa sector, there were no subsidy payments in 1992
and 1993.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Why?
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Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Good question! Because prices were above the
guaranteed price. Government pays a subsidy to bring the farmer up from the
market price to a pre-arranged guarantee price. During those two years, the
market price was higher than the guaranteed price, so there was no requirement
for a subsidy from the Government. In the case of coffee, where the market price
was much lower than the guaranteed price, the Government paid $3.2 million.
That is how the subsidy is paid.

When Members get up and say that the Government is not paying the
subsidies, they are ill-infformed and in many instances, just seeking to be
malicious. At the moment, we are having some problems in the cocoa industry, in
that the quality of our cocoa has been deteriorating. Farmers have not been taking
enough care to prepare the beans and our purchasers have been complaining that
we are in danger of losing our status, as a producer of fine and flavoured cocoa.

At the moment, the standing committee on agriculture, chaired by the Prime
Minister, is made up of public and private sector individuals. We have taken steps
to review and approve a development plan for the cocoa and coffee industry board
which exists. There is a cocoa and coffee industry board supported by the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago, whose business it is to look after the
welfare of the cocoa and coffee industries. We are moving to give more authority
to that board to handle more issues related to cocoa and coffee.

As we proceed along those lines, | have no doubt that we would maintain our
market share and reputation as a producer of fine and flavoured cocoa. The
Government commits itself to paying the subsidy and | do not want to hear
anybody on the other side making mischievous statements, and miseading
farmers about subsidies being removed. The same thing applies to cocoa, coffee
and copra.

I now move on to rice. My colleague for Oropouche stood up and sought to
give the impression that the Government’s trade policies have resulted in a
reduction in rice production and would lead to a reduction by 50 per cent of
farmers’ income. Permit me to tell you that Government's trade reform
programme for the agricultural sector has not yet come into effect. It would come
into effect on January 1, 1995. It is quite wrong to say that that policy which has
not yet come into effect has been the cause of the decline.

In 1992, the farmers produced 22 million kilograms of paddy; in 1993, 15.8
million kilograms and in 1994, 14 million kilograms. Even before the trade
reform programme has been put in place, there has been a decline in the
production of paddy. It begs the question: But why? One of the main reasons for
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that decline is that the Government was paying a subsidy which it continued to
pay; it has not been removed, but it had been paying a significant subsidy to a
number of people who were using that subsidy to destroy the Nariva Swamp.
When that was discovered by this Government, rice or no rice, we took steps to
stop that. If there are persons in here who would ask us as a government, to pay a
subsidy to persons to go and sguat in a nature reserve, in awildlife sanctuary in a
wetland habitat, the answer from this side is no.

Mr. Jurai: The Minister of Agriculture is misleading this House. He knew
that farmers went into the sanctuary and he went and stopped them. Since then,
the information that | have is that no one has ventured into the sanctuary. That is
not the result of the fall in the production of rice as heis stating here today.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: That Member is one person who would have you
believe that the decline in the production of rice is as a result of government’s
trade reform policy.

11.15 a.m.

| have just told you, Madam Speaker—maybe he heard me but did not
understand—nbut the trade reform programme for agriculture does not come into
effect until January 1, 1995, and in no way can be held responsible for the decline
in rice production.

| mentioned the reduction in the wetlands as one of the factors. When one
looks at the total production of finished rice, both imported and local, we
consumed 44.2 million kilograms in 1992; in 1993—42 million kilograms and to
date in 1994—34 million kilograms. What is happening is that as we produce an
increased amount of root crops—more dasheen, potatoes and vegetabl es—people
do not eat two plates of food because more food is available, something replaces
something else. A dlice of dasheen, some sweet potato and some vegetables have
displaced some rice from the diet. So we see both at the import level and the local
production level, there has been a decline in the consumption of rice in Trinidad
and Tobago. Of course, that does not suit their argument, so they would not take
that on.

The poultry industry in Trinidad and Tobago is sound. We are self-sufficient
and the poultry industry has not been exposed to any external pressures. As a
result of that, when we look at our production in poultry, we see that we are
producing—I do not have the figures in front of me, so | think, given the time |
have left, | should move to the very important subject of tarification.
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The Member for Couva North, in reading a speech written by somebody who
did not understand what he was talking about, had this to say about a very
important aspect of Government policy. | will read what the Leader of the
Opposition said about the whole General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
situation which impinges on the argument of tarification and so forth. He had this
to say:

"...dthough the agricultural sector showed the greatest promise of job
creation..."

He is saying that the sector showed promise of job creation, but when we report
that there has been job creation, he does not want to hear that.

"...the PNM's proposals to remove most agricultural commodities from the
Negative List and place it with a temporary regime of tariff protection, will
eventually impact on 20,000 farming families and are likely to lead to 50 per
cent of their current income.

The tarification of locally-produced agricultural goods in the manner
proposed by the Minister demonstrates a crass ignorance of what is taking
place in the international community. What the Uruguay round of talks agreed
on is that countries would compare the border price and the domestic
wholesale price and convert this difference in a tariff, but thisis in context of
the scenario which the industrialized countries in particular, have traditionally
supported and continue to support, their farmers through tariffs, quotas and
non-tariff barriers, so that the internal price is higher than the border price.”

Madam Speaker, what is that? What does that mean? He went further. Listen to
the Leader of the Opposition, whom one would expect to lead his party.

"This Government has aready removed the non-tariff barriers from the quota
controls..."

What does that mean, Madam Speaker? The point | am making is that the Leader
of the Opposition has been done a disservice by whoever wrote that speech.

What has happened is that the GATT for the first time—and we happen to be
alive now, not in 1947, because the GATT goes back to 1947 when certain
arrangements were made for internationa trade, but it did not include overal
agricultural trade. So for the last seven years the negotiating committee of the
presenting countries of the world sought to negotiate a new agreement to cover
services, patent, industrial property and agriculture, those four maor areas, to
bring them under internationally agreed trading terms.
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That is not Trinidad and Tobago policy. That is not PNM policy. That is a
global direction taken by the trading countries of the world. It took seven yearsto
arrive at this position and Trinidad and Tobago is a signatory to that.

The world foreign ministers met in Marakesh, and this country was
represented by my colleague, the Minister of Foreign Affairs. He signed on behalf
of Trinidad and Tobago in Marakesh earlier this year where the GATT agreement
was signed. Two things came out of that in this context: the terms and conditions
of agricultural trade have been spelt out. So al those who keep saying that the
Government has opened up the country to exports and should close it, want to
move their abodes to Mars. They are saying that we should not become part of the
international trading environment. That is not a viable option. What we have to do
Is to deal and treat with the terms as spelt out for developing and developed
countries.

The GATT arrangement also makes provision for the creation of something
called the World Trade Organization (WT0O), which would be a legal body to deal
with matters arising out of international trade in these subjects | mentioned a
while ago. Insofar as the countries that sign to GATT agreed to open up markets, it
means that there is improved market access for al, including Trinidad and
Tobago. The terms are also spelt out. We have to move from things like a
negative list and a closed border, to an open border, but one is allowed to protect
one's internal production by the use of “tariffication”. One cannot say one is not
going to import A or B, or one has a licensing system so one will only import 10
pounds or 10,000 pounds of a commodity. That is no longer an option. And for
heaven's sake, those on the other side and those self-appointed spokespersons
outside who have not taken the trouble to inform themselves, to even read a
leaflet or a pamphlet on GATT, but are speaking glibly about things they know
little about, should not misinform the country.

The position on trade and agriculture now is that one has to move from non-
tariff barriers to tarification. So you set about to establish a tariff for your
products and you arrive at those tariffs based on comparisons between your local
situation and external prices as they appear on your border. That is where he got
confused about border prices.

Mr. Sharma: On a point of order, Madam Speaker. The Member is
misleading the House. In the submission of the Member for Couva North, he
guestioned why three years when other countries were approaching it as 10 years.
The wTO is also saying, in the absence of any proposal made, the period should be
spread over more years.
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Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: | suspect that he has done my friend a disservice.

To answer his question, | would like to quote here from a document called
Investment Opportunities in Agri-Business Arising out of GATT, NAFTA and Trade
Liberalization. This is not a Government document. This is a seminar organized
by experts who bothered to read and understand the situation. That seminar took
place at uwl, under the auspices of the Food and Agricultural Organization of
Trinidad and Tobago, on May 28, 1994. Listen to what one of the presenters had
to say:

"The implementation of polices agreed to in Uruguay would result in some
imported food commodities having increased prices. This would include beef,
dairy products, goat and mutton. At the same time it would also result in
increases in price of imported grain and by extension feedstuff. These
increases would arise out of the removal of subsidies in the producing
countries."

It goes to say that with specific reference to the agri-business sector, this
country, Trinidad and Tobago, must carefully analyze the opportunities which
exist and be poised to fully exploit the opportunities. This will require that we
quickly make the adjustments which will result in benefits to the agri-business
sector.

So the informed persons understand that we need to make these adjustments
and make them quickly. What they would have us do, even though the GATT has
given us a six-year period, is wait until the sixth year to begin to address our
situation to deal with year number seven. That would have been their policy had
they been in government. That is why they are where they are today. That is not a
viable option.

11.25am.
Listen to what another presenter in that same seminar had to say:

"Opportunities can only be realized if there is adequate preparation. Nafta
and GATT present a myriad of potential opportunities for the agri-business
sector, opportunities for both the domestic and export markets. Time is not on
the side of Trinidad and Tobago and if we have not been pro-active, then we
must react very quickly. The train must not be allowed to go by without us.”

These are the opinions of the experts who read and understand what GATT and
Nafta mean. Those who do not read, who do not understand they are offering a
different kind of advice, and you would excuse us, Madam Speaker, if we take the
advice of informed experts.
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| spoke about "tariffication”, this year and last year, it took us along time. We
hired mainly local experts, some resident in Trinidad and Tobago and some
abroad, and where we did not have the expertise in our national fold we hired
international experts to examine our Situation and to prepare ourselves for
“tariffication”. This was to move from the negative list where one grants license,
preferentially, to alucky few, to one where we deal with the international realities
where we have an open border and a tariff situation.

Before that, when the Members on the other side talk they refuse to
acknowledge that we are part of a regional grouping called Caricom. At the
Caricom Heads of Government meeting here at the Trinidad Hilton, they dealt
with this issue, initially, by establishing the Common External Tariff (CET). This
was in recognition of the fact that Caricom would have to deal with externa
markets and penetration from external suppliers and after strong negotiations led
by the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, who at that time was the head of
Caricom, we came to a conclusion where Caricom agreed on a regime of tariffs
and established the CET.

So contentious was that matter, that there were those who felt that that had the
potential to fracture and splinter Caricom. That did not happen. We established a
CET and the special case of agriculture in the region was taken on board, and
whereas a declining regime for manufactured products was put in place to lead
towards a lower tariff barrier of 20 per cent or less in 1998 or thereabouts, the
agricultural sector was left with a preservation of atariff averaging 40 per cent on
all primary agricultura products.

Even without talking about GATT, or anybody outside of Caricom we have
here as a Caricom member, a CET of 40 per cent for primary agricultural products
which are produced in Trinidad and Tobago. Where there is no local production
one would see lower tariffs because there is no need for protection. That is afact.

Over and above that, as we move to treat with the GATT environment, we are
permitted, and we have established a tariff regime, which over and above the CET
for aperiod of years, we put in place a number of surcharges.

Let me take rice, Madam Speaker. Again, rice in Caricom was an interesting
subject, with Guyana being a major producer, Trinidad and Tobago being a minor
producer and so forth. The CET on rice was put at 30 per cent. Starting in 1995,
we added on that 20 per cent surcharge to fall to 15 per cent; the following year,
to 5 per cent, to reach in 1999 a CET only of 30 per cent. So there is a period of
four years where over and above the Caricom CET, the Government has put in
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place additional tariff barriers to prevent external rice from competing unfairly
with local rice. Y et one would hear Members of Parliament getting up and saying
that we have opened up the market, removed “tariffication”, removed protection,
completely at variance with the facts. We have a 30 per cent CET. What does it
mean? A pound of rice produced in Oropouche competing with a pound of rice
coming from anywhere outside of Caricom will face a tariff, in the first instance,
of 50 per cent, straight tax.

We go to milk, Madam Speaker. We have a 40 per cent CET on milk and we
put a 50 per cent surcharge on top of that, so anybody who wants to import liquid
milk would have to pay a surcharge of 90 per cent. If a person can bring milk into
this country, pay 90 per cent more in tax and still sell it cheaper, then the
consumer deserves that milk. Of course the surcharge would decline over a period
of time, but the CET would remain at 40 per cent, unless, of course, in the future
Caricom decides to reduce the Caricom tariffs. If we are part of Caricom we
would be duty bound to observe tariffs put in place by Caricom. As of now, the
Caricom arrangement is 40 per cent CET plus surcharges on products like chicken.
Edible oils, 40 per cent, 25 per cent surcharge in the first year brings it to 65 per
cent, then 20 per cent, then 15 per cent and so forth to fall back to 40 per cent.

V egetables—an area where there is no Government support in terms of cash
subsidies, but showing substantial growth and export readlities. We have protected
that by putting 40 per cent CET, as we have through Caricom, and in terms of
surcharges to protect our vegetable production, we have 60 per cent surcharge
over and above the 40 per cent CET. Sixty per cent surcharge in the first year, 45
per cent in the second year and 30 per cent in the third year.

For the benefit of Members on the other side, this is going to be published in
its totality for all to see so that we ought not to hear again, any person purporting
to be aleader or a spokesman for any community, talking about Government not
providing protection for the farming community.

In fact, the experts who did this work, the methodology behind it, was to
create in the first year, as we move from the negative list to tariff, to have in 1995
the same level of protection as we have in the negative list. All we have done is
change the nature of the protection. In one instance we controlled it by licenses—
which is a non-tariff barrier—and in the other instance, we controlled it by a
tariff, so we no longer have to issue licences for these tariffs, any person wishing
to import would have to pay these duties.

As| run out of time, | would befailing in my duty if | did not point—
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Madam Speaker: The hon. Minister has four minutes more.
Dr. TheHon. K. Rowley: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

| would point out the dilemma of those on the other side in seeking to treat
with the substance of the presentation of the Minister of Finance. One of the
things the Minister of Finance said in his presentation was that for the first time a
budget was being presented in this country and speculation on the currency was
not a factor, and, true to form, my friends on the other side, irresponsible as they
normally are, decided that since it was not a factor, they would make it one. They
decided to speculate on the currency and to give it scenarios, put up straw men of
scenarios which would lead to currency devaluation and so forth.

That is their prerogative, but nothing in the budget presentation or the
measures involved, could support any of their positions. That was not even all.
The Leader of the Opposition went on to say:

"Most of our farmers, like others on small income, including the
unemployed, do not pay income tax because of the low level of their incomes,
but now they must pay heavy indirect taxes by way of VAT, excise duties and
gasoline."

11.35a.m.

Madam Speaker, where in the budget statement did the Leader of the
Opposition get that from, that they now have to pay heavy indirect taxes by way
of VAT? [Interruption] | am quoting what he said because a significant number of
farmers know this and they would think that there is substance in it. This is the
Leader of the Opposition saying that they now have to pay heavy taxes on VAT
and excise duties on gasoline giving the impression that in this budget
presentation something changed with VAT and something changed with gasoline.

He said, when this budget is implemented the poor would have to pay more
for electricity, water, food and clothing. Madam Speaker, what aspect of this
budget would cause them to pay more for water and electricity? Increased prices
for utilities: There is no budgetary measure which would result in increases in
electricity and water. They so want to appeal to persons out there who feel that
taxes are going to be increased, and their circumstances would be worse, that even
where they do not exist, they create them.

There is one classic by my friend from Oropouche. After al | mentioned
about food production increases, this is what he said: "Most other areas of
manufacturing recorded heavy decline, for example, food.” That is the Hansard,
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from the Member for Oropouche. | have just read for you the facts of increased
production. | showed you how the Agricultura Development Bank (ADB) has
been lending increased sums of money for agri-business, but he, as a senior
Member, albeit a junior shadow Minister of Finance, is putting in Hansard that
there has been heavy decline; for example, food. | do not know what he eats, but
there has been no heavy decline in those foods that other people eat.

| want to close by answering a question that was asked by the Member for
Oropouche. He asked whether the budget addresses the fundamental problems of
this economy and society? The answer is a resounding yes! The indices in any
country, large or small, which show the direction the economy is going, whether
up or down, whether the economy is healthy or weak, those are the indices used
by the Minister of Finance. Indices such as economic growth rate, investment
levels, job creation, investment local and foreign, export and so forth. On all these
indices the answer is positive and it is a resounding yes. The budget and previous
measuress address the fundamental problems.

Madam Speaker, | do not know what this budget statement says to the
Opposition, but to the Government and the country it says that the measures we
have put in place have worked. We are on the right track and we must continue to
get the results which are positive. Insofar, if you believe in bad vibes you may be
tempted to think that one of the reasons that we have not done better as a country
is due to bad vibes coming from the Opposition wishing this country ill.
[Interruption] In fact, the budget is so good that they are claiming one itinerant
concert ticket salesman has claimed that it is hisideas the Minister used. The only
fruitful and logical statement that came from the other side came from my friend
from Couva North which is stated in the Newsday of Thursday, December
01,1994. The only thing he said that makes any sense: "This is not the kind of
budget that we the uUNC would have produced.”

| thank you, Madam Speaker.

Miss Indera Sagewan (Caroni East): Madam Speaker, and Members of the
House, good morning. Madam Speaker, | have found that on every occasion that |
get up to speak in this House there are certain trivial matters that | must deal with
in the first instance. In thisinstance and it is no surprise, the matter is the Member
for Diego Martin East. We fondly call him on this side the little drummer boy. We
are all familiar with another little drummer who asked the question of Mother
Mary: "Shall | play for him?' but | feel certain that if it were this particular
drummer boy asking that question of Mother Mary, she would have given a
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resounding, "no." Every time he opens his mouth all that comes out is noise.
Peoplein thefield of statistics realy do not like to treat with noise.

This particular Member seems to have a fetish for economics. Therefore, the
hon. Prime Minister might consider reshuffling his Cabinet and at the very least
making that particular Member the Minister of Finance. Madam Speaker, | am
better able to understand now why | get a standard answer whenever | write to
this particular Minister on matters pertaining to his portfolio as the Minister of
Works, that the matter is being looked into. He is spending al his time
concentrating on economics and not on the matter on which he should be
concentrating. Unfortunately, it is something about which he knows little.
Apparently, those on the opposite side use this particular Member for whenever
they want to bamboozle, for want of a better word, the Members on this side as
well as John Public. At another time he attempted, on behalf of the Members, to
justify to us that the Government issuing bonds to redeem old debts is smply a
matter of a paper transfer and, that in 20 years hence, when these bonds have to be
redeemed, the Government would redeem them by simply engaging in another
paper transfer. Madam Speaker, that isthefirst trivial matter.

Secondly, | really would have preferred not to have dealt with it in this House
because it pertains to the Member for Diego Martin Central. Given our past
relationship, he was my employer as | was a Policy Analyst in the Ministry of
Finance, and as a matter of respect, given his age and so forth, 1 would have
preferred not to have to deal with such an issue but there is the continual reference
to my youthfulness.

Madam Speaker, | was employed in the Ministry of Finance with an academic
background that is particularly praiseworthy. | entered the Ministry holding a
Masters Degree in Economics, and if the Member is honest enough he would
admit that it is because of my level of technical competence and organizational
skills, that senior professionals had the occasion to congratulate his division on its
professionalism and the level of work that it has been doing. Again, that is a
matter | would have preferred not to have dealt with, but enough is enough. In this
House we both represent constituencies and in here we are equal.

Madam Speaker, | wish to focus on the budget debate of 1995. Let me join
with others and congratul ate the Minister for his excellent presentation. It was an
excellent presentation, his choice of words, his tone of voice. For those of us who
were simply listening at a very superficial level it truly sounded as if he was
heralding to this country good news as he said. Unfortunately, what we heard in
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this House was advertising and this budget that was presented in this House
comes from a true mastermind at public relations. Therefore, on that ground, |
must certainly congratulate the Minister of Finance and those on the other side.

11.45 a.m.

Madam Spesker, this is the fourth consecutive year | have sat in this House
through similar budget debates. Three years prior to now, | sat as a technical
officer of whichever Government was in power. On this occasion, | sit and engage
directly in this debate. | have a criticism to make of this general exercise which
takes place in this House. There is no budget debate that takes place here! It is
simply an exercise in Government public relations where Government Ministers
take the occasion to stand up and spell out to the country the positive things that
had been done in the previous year, without any reference to the plans that were
laid down in the House at the beginning of the year and, therefore, attempting to
make some kind of statement as to what extent those plans were actually realized.
All we hear about are the good things that happened in that year and we do not
hear whether the plans that were projected were actually achieved.

Before | go on to the actual content of the debate, may | tell the hon. Minister
that he should be very careful when he invokes our gods. As we all know—and
for those of you who do not know—Mother Lakshmi, the goddess with four
hands, is the goddess of wealth, the goddess of the equitable distribution of
wealth, goddess of light, goddess of hope and the goddess of truth. When one
invokes Mother Lakshmi and she is not invoked in a manner as to be representing
that which she stands for, she illustrates. Therefore, if this debate was taking place
the same time last week, many of us on this side would have been unable to take
part because the rains came and there was flooding. It demonstrated what a
government in power for the past three years and, prior to five years in between,
had been in power for 30 years had not been able to do with respect to things like
flooding; addressing the simple problems that those of us who live in Trinidad
and Tobago face.

As a young politician, | am fed up that whenever Members on the other side
speak about the minor things that they have done in constituencies represented by
Members of the Opposition, they say it in such a way as if they are doing us a
favour when—

Hon. Member: Truel

Miss |. Sagewan: —they are the Government of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, whether those people voted for them or not. | say to the hon. Minister in
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future to be careful when he invokes our gods because there is but one truth and
the truth will always prevail.

The Budget 1995. Madam Speaker, the Minister boasted to us that it is a
“good news” budget. May | inform the Member for Diego Martin West that the
Minister spoke of projected real growth of 4 per cent to year's end; not that 4 per
cent has actually taken place. It is projected. Those of us who are versed in the
area of economics would know that real growth in GDP is not a sufficient indicator
of development. We can see directly where and what fuel that particular growth
needs to take place, and we can question whether it is sustainable.

The Minister spoke of inflation being down from last year, from 10.8 per cent
last year to 8.3 per cent. He is projecting that by year end inflation will be 8.3 per
cent. He said that the chaos and decline has been stemmed; the economy has been
stabilized; balance of payments has improved; there has been increases in net
official reserves position and gross reserves, unemployment is down from 19.5
per cent in 1993 to 18.1 per cent in 1994; the external debt has been reduced, and
he promises an increase of $100 million over the 1994 allocation to the Public
Sector Investment Programme.

As everybody else in this country, | want economic growth and | want this
country to be put on a path to sustainable development. That iswhy | have offered
myself to national service of this nature. | looked at the budget and also, as the
Member for Diego Martin East has told us, at the supplementary documents
which atogether comprise the totality of this budget presentation in order to
ascertain and verify for myself that all these projections that are being boasted
about and touted in all the newspapers are actually what we will be talking about
come year's end.

Madam Speaker, when | look at the figures in the Review of the Economy, the
Central Bank Annual Economic Survey and what the budget says, | see that they
are not in sync. | will show that to this House today. | am further disappointed at
the level of analysis that has come from those outside of Government—with few
exceptions—who claim to be serious analysts in this country. The other side says
to us that the Central Statistical Office is the office which isin charge of printing
data for Trinidad and Tobago and there are no disparities; nothing is ever done
with figures.

The first point | shall make would question the reliability of all the statistics
that are provided in this budget. The Review of the Economy 1994, Appendix I11,
talks about the gross domestic product of Trinidad and Tobago at market price
1989 to 1994. Thetotal for 1989 is $23,118.1 million; 1990, $24,986.9 million.
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11.55 a.m.

Madam Speaker, | want you to sum up for me the component parts of that,
and seeif you will end up with $23,118.1 million. No, Madam Speaker, what you
will end up with is $18,372.9 million. Review of the Economy 1993 said A ppendix
has the correct addition and the figures that are given for the component parts
should add to what is provided in the 1993 document. Madam Speaker, disparity!
It is not small because the document tells us the figures may not add up exactly,
due to rounding off, but at the very best, we can round off the 1989 figure as
$19,000 million, and at the very best for the 1990 figure, we can round it off at
$22,000 million. We are talking about a discrepancy of $4,765.2 million for 1989
and $3,474.6 million for 1990.

On the basis of this—I am no statistician, | am an economist and | am able to
pick this up—could you imagine what a statistician would do if one were to
actually look at these figures carefully? So | question the reliability of all the
statistics.

Let us now move on. On page 1 of his budget, the Minister says:
"Inflation is down from last year;"

| want us to get it straight, Madam Speaker, inflation is not down. It is
expected to fall to 8.3 per cent by year's end, some 10.8 per cent in 1993. Madam
Speaker, let uslook at the first part of the statement and | refer you to Appendix 9
of the Review of the Economy. These are the statistics we have to deal with. This
Iswhat is available and having questioned its reliability, | am now going to show
that the analysis presented is questionable.

Madam Speaker, the Minister said that "inflation is down". Appendix 9,
Review of the Economy 1994, January to June, 1993 over the pre-period January
to June. Sorry. With respect to the one asterisked, that figure is actually January to
September, 1993. It is 9.6 and for the same nine-month period in 1994, it is 10.1.
Madam Speaker, inflation is not down. The hon. Minister is telling a fib!
[Laughter]

Mr. Sudama: Heisup to hisusua game.

Miss |. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, we are starting off by showing that
inflation in the first nine months of 1994 was actually higher than inflation for the
first nine months of 1993. But let us take a moment and examine the nature of the
inflation that occurred in the first nine months of 1993 and | quote the Central
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Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. | trust that the Member for Diego Martin East is
taking notes. Unfortunately, he has spoken already.

Mr. B. Panday: "Cheshire cat" isjust smiling.

Miss |. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago
Annual Economic Survey, 1993 and | quote from page 12. Thisis the nature of the
inflation rate for the first nine months of 1993:

"...changesin the general price level were strongly influenced by the floating
of the Trinidad and Tobago dollar and the attendant depreciation in its value.
The annual rate of increase of consumer prices, as measured by the change in
the Retail Price Index, (and the RPI in this instance is September 1993, which
IS the base period being used) accelerated sharply to 10.8 per cent..."

That isfor the entire year, Madam Speaker. | quote again:

"..well above the rate of 6.5 per cent recorded in 1992. The year-on-year
trend also indicated a significant quickening in the rate of increase of retail
prices from 8.5 per cent over the twelve months to December, 1992 to 13.5
per cent to December, 1993. Evidence of a surge in underlying inflationary
pressures emerged in the second quarter of 1993, when consumer prices rose
by 5.1 per cent..."

Madam Speaker, let me inform this honourable House that that 5.1 per cent was
the largest increase that this country had experienced since the third quarter of
1979 when it was 6 per cent. | continue with my quote:

"...and was further reinforced by an increase of just under four per cent in the
following quarter.”

Let uslook at inflation in 1993.

"During the year most consumer goods and services reflected the effects of
higher import prices, except for clothing....Rising food prices exerted the
strongest pressure on the overall price level as a variety of items including
bread, chicken, flour, Irish potatoes, edible oils, milk..."

Madam Speaker, basic necessities—

"...and soft drinks became more costly. Further, increases in the cost of
imported inputs for powdered soap, detergents and toothpaste, as well as the
increased cost of imported newsprint, textbooks, stationery, drugs and
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pharmaceuticals, al combined to push up the genera level of prices. An
effective reduction in the subsidy on Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG),
kerosene, and gasoline led to increased energy and transportation costs, and
added to the overall trend of retail price rises.”

It also speaks of wholesale prices increasing.

"...and largely reflected the greater cost of imported manufacturing inputs.
The Producer Price Index was 5.3 per cent compared with a marginal increase
of 0.8 per cent in 1992..."

Thisincrease in wholesal e prices, Madam Speaker—

"...was mainly concentrated in Food Processing where prices increased by 9.6
per cent on account of the higher cost of vegetable oils, anima fats, and
bakery and milk products.”

We are being told this year to expect a decrease in inflation, but we just heard
about all the factors that led to substantial increases in 1993 and for the first nine
months in 1994 we are seeing that the rate of inflation is 10.1 per cent compared
t0 9.6 per cent in that year, over the same period.

Let me substantiate what | am saying. | refer this House to the Index of Retail
Prices by commodities. Let us see what has been happening for the year 1994. In every
area except clothing and footwear the retail price index has been increasing. For
food aone from January to September, 1994 prices increased by 8.0 per cent. The
overall priceindex from January to September 1994 increased by 2.5 per cent.

Madam Speaker, | do not have the time but | will offer thisto Members of the
House. You will see in every single item prices have been increasing. Mr.
Minister, | ask you, how are we going to have this reduction in inflation by the
end of 1994?

| have another source here. This one is the UN Monthly Bulletin of Statistics
and it gives the consumer price index numbers for Trinidad and Tobago for
January to June, 1994. It shows that in January the index was 377.7 moving
continuously upwards and by June of this year, it was 385.0. | would like the hon.
Minister to explain to us how we will have this boasted reduction in inflation |
will certainly want to hear about that.



1002

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[MISS SAGEWAN]

12.05 p.m.
The Minister says, on page 6 of the budget, and | quote:

"Madam Speaker, when we took office in 1991, we found an economy in
chaos and decline. We recognized that our immediate priority was to halt this
decline, stabilize the situation...

Because of sound macroeconomic framework my Government has
established over the last three years, we have reversed the contraction in
economic activity."

| refer again to the Review of the Economy, 1994, this time to Appendix 2. |
am very sorry, Madam Speaker, through you, the hon. Minister should probably
read the statistics before he presents his budget. In 90/89, there was real growth in
GDPof 1.5;in 91/90, 2.7; 92/91, —1.7; 93/94, 4.0, projected.

Madam Speaker, | am just showing what the Minister stated, that he stabilized
the chaos that he found. | want to know where was the chaos? The Minister in his
budget is saying to us that this projected 4 per cent growth is evidence of that
stability. Therefore, | should not be asking here why we had that growth in 1989
and 1990. We should take it as it is. There was real growth in GDP. It was real
growth that increased from 1.5in 1990 to 2.7 in 1991.

Is this stabilization of the economy? It is rather destabilization, and now the
touted possible stabilization. That is the reality of this budget. Those on the other
side were worried that we were not critiquing the budget, but we first thought it
necessary to set the framework for doing so. We thought it necessary, as the hon.
Leader of the Opposition and Member for Couva North and the hon. Member for
Oropouche did, to provide the aternative that a UNC government would put in
place. [ Desk thumping]

| quote from the budget statement at page 7 on balance of payments:

"This policy of fiscal consolidation, complemented by a more open trade and
exchange regime, and a tightening of the stance of monetary policy, resulted
in a substantial improvement in the overall balance of payments position to a
projected surplus of US $150 million in 1994."

Again, Madam Speaker, "projected”. | will not be surprised when we come
here next year to debate the budget, all these "projected” will be negatives and we
will not go back to see what was the projected.

If we look at the general trend in our balance of payments, we would see that
this is hardly likely to materialize. In fact, | wish to ask the hon. Minister to
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explain how this projection will be achieved, because | want to know. If he can
explain al of these disparities | have found, then we, on this side, would
definitely stand up and say, "Hurray for Trinidad and Tobago, we are on the road
to growth!"

Madam Speaker, let us examine what the Review of the Economy has to say
about this said balance of payments. | quote page 38 of the Review of the
Economy:

"At the end of the first quarter of 1994, Trinidad and Tobago recorded an
overall balance of payments deficit of us $99 million."

And these are the most recent statistics that those of us on this side have to go on.
Unfortunately, if | were to go to the cso and ask for third quarter statistics they
would tell me, "Sorry, it has not been approved by Cabinet or laid in Parliament”,
or some such story. As a Minister of Government, you can source that
information. So on the basis of the most recent information available to me, the
Review of the Economy, 1994—and | quote again, | start over:

"At the end of the first quarter of 1994, Trinidad and Tobago recorded an
overall balance of payments deficit of us $99 million. This represented a
further deterioration from a deficit of us $65 million at the end of March,
1993..."

The same time-period in March, 1993. It continues:

"...and was principally the result of a worsening on the capital account
balance. The latter moved from a surplus of Us $28.6 million at the end of the
first quarter of 1993 to a deficit of us $281.3 million over the same period in
1994 as aresult of substantial increasesin capital outflows from the public and
private sectors.”

Please note that by the end of 1993 the balance of payments, which, by the end
of the first quarter, mind you, was a positive US $28.6 million, by the end of 1993
it wasin deficit of Us$158.7 million. See Appendix 25 for your reference.

So where is the consistency? We use statistics and the purpose for them to
look at the past trend in order to project what is going to happen in the future.
How did we arrive at this projection? Please, Minister, inform us, what is the
status with respect to the capital outflows, both public and private sectors? Have
they been stemmed?
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Madam Speaker, | trust that when those on the other side get up to respond to
my questions, they do so and they do not take small statements out of context and
attempt to spend along timetrivializing, asis the norm.

Let us look at another variable, the foreign reserve position of Trinidad and
Tobago. The budget boasts of a net official international reserve position by year's
end of us $222 million, with gross reserves amounting to Us $301 million or 3.3
months of imports. But what the Minister did not mention in his budget is that us
$301 million represents a decline from the 1993 figure. As | will go on to show,
this us $202 million by year’s end with respect to the net official reserve will not

happen.

Of these same two foreign exchange variables, this is what the 1994 Review of
the Economy has to say—and when we speak about changing around words and
using fancy words in order to make a point and couching it in really nice jargon, it
ismagic! That iswhat this is about. Either the Minister will have to retract many
statements in the budget or he will have to retract the Review of the Economy
from the statistical office. | quote page 38 which says:

"Trinidad and Tobago's net foreign reserve position deteriorated to a level of
US $173.6 million at the end of August 1994 from us $207.4 million at the end
of 1993."

So by the end of 1993 it was Us $207.4 million, and by the end of August, 1994
it had decreased to US $173.6 million, yet the Minister is telling us that by year's
end it would be us $222 million. This reflects a decrease of 19.5 per cent.

12.15 p.m.

The Review of the Economy 1994 goes on to explain what are the factors
which influence these two variables:

"The external debt servicing and softening of oil prices, particularly, during
thefirst quarter.”

Before we look at external debt servicing and oil prices, the Minister spoke about
the gross reserves amounting to Us $301 million by year end. The Review of The
Economy 1994 at page 38 says this about this variable:

"The gross international reserve followed a similar trend, declining by Us
$87.7 million to us $58.3 million by the end of August, 1994."

The goodly Minister would have us believe that the fact that we have a certain
amount as growth in international reserves representing three and one half months
import isagood thing, but it is declining from what it was. That is the reality!
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The hon. Minister is, therefore, boasting about this. Let us now look at what
has been happening with the two factors that affects net international reserves
and—

Mr. Valley: Thetwo factors "affect”.

Miss|. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, do you see what | mean? The Member's
inability to criticize the content of my contribution renders him so low that he will
criticize asimple mistake like that.

Let uslook at oil prices and the external debt servicing.
Mr. B. Panday: Their level of intelligence belongsin the cesspit.

Miss|. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, ail prices. The Review of the Economy 1994
tells of the declining situation which has been as aresult of softening oil prices.

| have a document from the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, Spot Prices
of Selected Crude. | am not an engineer, so | am not sure whether | used the
correct column, but | will ask the hon. Minister—no pun intended—to correct me
if I make a mistake. Looking at the average OPEC, from the data available for the
first three quarters of 1994, | am comparing like with like—the first three quarters
of 1993 and first three quarters of 1994—ijust for clarification. Over this period,
the price of oil fluctuated between a low—Madam Speaker, just as an aside, |
could have sworn the Minister was the Minister of Works and Transport, | did not
know heis after the Ministry of Energy also.

As | was saying, over this period, the price fluctuated between alow of $12.81
and a high of $16.88. In March it was $12.81 and in July it was $16.88. In 1993 it
decreased. Sorry, Madam Speaker, | have an error there which | wish to correct.

| am referring to data available for the first three quarters of 1994, not 1993.
The price has fluctuated from a low of $12.81 in March to a high of $16.88 in
July. Since then, it has been decreasing—that is the information | have with
respect to September. If we compare this with the same nine months in 1993, we
will see that the price of oil in 1993 over the same period fluctuated between a
low of $14.39 and a high of $17.24. This gives an average over the nine-month
period for 1993, of $16.30 and for 1994, $13.68.

Madam Speaker, my best guess—I do not know. Is the price of oil going to
increase tremendoudly to bring the annual average over the 1993 level? The
Minister has projected a price for oil at $16.50 in his 1995 Budget. | anticipate, at
very best—I am subject to correction—that the price of oil will hardly be moving
upwards.
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External debt servicing: | refer to the Review of the Economy 1994 Appendix
17. 1t shows that our external debt servicing has been increasing. In 1992 it was
$1,322.6 million; 1993, $1,688.7 million; 1994, it is projected to be $2,301.0
million. This is a proposed increase in 1994, an increase over 1993 of $36.3 per
cent. In fact, a best, the net official reserve rate will be positive. However, given
what | have just outlined, it is hardly likely to be higher than the 1993 figure of
$207.4. | anticipate that it will be even less.

The House should also note, as | have aready said, that even the projected
figure for our gross foreign reserves, as the Minister stated, $301 million,
represents a decline from 1993. In 1993 it was $446 million, as indicated in
Appendix 26 in the Review of the Economy 1994. This, therefore, represents a
32.5 per cent decline.

These are the variables that the Minister used in his budget statement to
substantiate and supplement the growth that is taking place in this economy.

Others have spoken about the employment increase; it moved from 19.5 per
cent down to 18.6 per cent. | do not have the statistics. Like | said, the statistics
available are highly questionable. | represent 22,000 people of Trinidad and
Tobago in the constituency of Caroni East and maybe my colleagues on this side
represent a similar number of people.

| just came out of a by-election. | walked the length and breadth of Caroni
East, visited every home, and do Members know what is the major problem?
Unemployment, particularly, youth unemployment. | have been visiting schoolsin
my constituency and in just one school, the principal informed me that he just
completed a survey and 61 per cent of the parents of the children in his school are
unemployed.

They are labourers, which means that if they do get employment, the
salaries—I| will show what is happening to purchasing power in this country.
Inflation isup. | will show what has been happening with the minimum wage rate.

When | have my office day every week, do Members know what is the major
problem? Do Members know what people come to me for? They want a job. It
breaks my heart and | have sleepless nights because | wish to God | could put my
hand in my pocket and give them a job, particularly when it is my young brothers
and sisters. This, | feel very emotional about.

They come to this House and use statistics and sit in ivory towers and say
employment has been created. Where? | want the hon. Minister, not to just give
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us statistics; | want him to explain the nature of those jobs created. What is the
nature of the jobs? In which sectors have those jobs been created? What kind of
employment? Isit sustainable employment?

The 1995 Budget Statement speaks of the following job creation: agriculture,
9,100; manufacturing, 4,500; petroleum and gas, 2,600; totalling 16,200.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. R. Palackdharrysingh]

Question put and agreed to.

Madam Speaker: At this point we will take the lunch break. The sitting of
the House is suspended until 1.30 p.m.

12.25 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
1.40 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Miss|. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, | was on the point of employment or the
creation of employment in 1994, as we are told in the 1995 Budget Statement.
Just as | speak, and as | have seen a while ago, and as we are hearing outside of
this honourable House, the evidence of the economic growth that the Member
spoke about in this House. Outside are 1,900 daily-paid workers who are owed
money by the City Council over the last three years and they have not yet been
paid. In fact, negotiations are being stalled because the Government is trying to do
everything in its power to get these people to accept bonds rather than money.
Bonds cannot buy food immediately. This is the human development and
economic growth that we are speaking about.

Back to the issue of employment. It is said in the budget statement that in the
agricultural sector 9,100 jobs were created. | ask the Minister, and | hope | will
get an answer: What is the nature of the employment that was created in
agriculture?

Madam Speaker, if we look at the agricultural sector—and | have done much
work on the agriculture sector and its characteristics in Trinidad and Tobago—it
is highly subsistence agriculture that we can boast about in Trinidad and Tobago.
In fact, the Member for Diego Martin East is constantly putting his foot in his
mouth, but on this particular occasion when he rose, he placed both feet in his
mouth, when he chose to pick out a small statement by my hon. Leader about the
issue of unpaid labour and sought to define unpaid labour for us. | would refer
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him to Arthur Lewis, who in the 1950s wrote about economic development for
countries in the Caribbean. Do you know what he spoke about? He said the basic
character of our economy is that we were dominated by a large subsistence
agricultural sector and a small industrial sector. A major sign of industrialization
IS when our agricultural sector moves out of subsistence, when we move away
from having labour that is referred to as unpaid labour.

Unpaid labour in this sector contributes to a negative amount of productivity
and these people should really be moved away from subsistence agriculture into
the industrialized sector. In the 1950s, Arthur Lewis, son of the Caribbean soil,
renowned international scholar told us what economic growth is all about.

The Members from the Government would boast that today, in 1994, our
agricultural sector is characterised by unpaid labour; and they call that
employment? The only kind of employment that could have been generated
within the agricultural sector is subsistence agriculture. That happened with the
initiative of people. Rather than starving, they choose of their own will to plant
food in order to feed themselves, because the alternative would be going into
crime and going into the negatives of the society. We should be commending
those in the agricultural sector for taking their own initiatives to do what they
have done.

The figures that the hon. Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources
quoted for us today are what the agricultural sector in Trinidad and Tobago has
done of its own volition, without any kind of real assistance from the
Government. If | havetime, | will show that. The measures that are now being put
in place are measures which will cause that progress and growth to come to
naught.

I will quote from the manifesto of the PNM where it states that a major
component that precedes industrialization is self-sufficiency in food. Any
industrialized country of this world, got there after becoming self-sufficient in
food. Trinidad and Tobago is talking about industrialization and we are totally
ignoring our agricultural sector opening up totally to the outside world and asking
small farmers to compete.

The 1995 Budget talks about growth in employment being generated through
the manufacturing sector. In 1993 that sector recorded negative growth of minus
4.1 per cent and that is a projected growth of 0.5 per cent. If we look at the
component parts where growth will take place in 1994, one of the areas is wood-
related products.
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In 1992/1993 that sector in manufacturing recorded negative growth of minus
4.7 per cent. In 1993/1994 it is projected to be a record growth of 5.4 per cent.
Before leaving the Ministry of Finance | was very involved in doing a study of the
wood-based sector in Trinidad and Tobago, and | say categorically that this sector
has no potential to generate real growth in 1994.

Chemical non-metallic minerals, highly capital intensive sector—its ability to
generate employment is marginal. Assembly type and related industry—it was
supposed to grow from minus 20.4 per cent in 1993 to a positive 13.3 per cent in
1994. | am quoting from the Review of the Economy, Appendix I1.

Assembly type and related industry—is that what we want for our country?
We want to move from a position of being producers and from adding value to
simply taking things and putting them together and selling them? These are
screwdriver type industries? Is that what they are boasting about here in this
honourable House? | think they do the people and this House severe injustice
when they attempt to boast about this: Is this not miscellaneous manufacturing.
which is supposed to grow, in 1994? What is miscellaneous manufacturing?
Please, | ask that that be answered. | am of the view that the touted 16,200 jobs
that are supposed to have been created can be accounted for right here in the
budget statement. | think the figures are given.

The National Apprenticeship Programme—6,000 individuals were employed
at atotal cost of $23 million. Do you know what kind of monthly income that
gives to those people who were employed under the National Apprenticeship
Programme? A monthly income of $319.44. Another 6,000 were employed in the
Civilian Conservation Corps Programme at a cost of $10 million. Do you know
what the monthly salary is for those people? It is $138.88. That is the reality and
| feel certain that the balance of 4,200 were created under the URP. None of these
types of employment is sustainable or real. Is this employment to boast about?

I move on to the issue of external debt. | quote the Minister in his budget
presentation.

"We will have reduced external debt to US $2 billion by the end of this year
achieved through alimited and structured programme of debt refinancing...”

Debt refinancing is simply putting off the debt, not paying it now and paying it in
the future, which means additional interest is accruing.

"...supported by the use of domestic resources.”
That iswhat is stated and | quoted the Minister.
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Whilein usdollar terms, our external debt hasfallen, yes, in TT dollar terms it
hasin fact, increased.

1.50 p.m.

Hon. Member: Dishonest!

Miss|. Sagewan: If that is dishonest, well woe onto our Government.
| read from the Review of the Economy 1994. Page 25 states:

"Central Government external debt outstanding is expected to amount to
Us $1,682 million, an increase of 5 per cent over the previous year. Thisis due
primarily to the significant appreciation of the yen, (a currency in which a
substantial portion of the country’s external debt is denominated) as well as
other currency valuation adjustments.”

They "steups' when the truth is being told to the people of this country.
| quote from the Express dated Saturday, November 26, 1994. Page 8 states:
"Government on the right track

It is a'so good news that the government does not intend to run up further
external debt in the new year."

| will deal with that shortly.

On the issue of the decrease of the external debt, in US dollar terms, our
external debt has been decreased, but why and how? Asthe Minister has said, it
was done based on a reliance on domestic resources.

Let me quote from the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago Annual
Economic Survey 1993. It is the latest report that is available. The Central Bank
informed me that while they have prepared the 1994 survey it has not yet been
laid in Parliament or Cabinet and, therefore, | cannot have access to that
information. This document gives me the information | want. It tells us that while
our external debt in US currency has been reducing, as the Minister has said, it has
been at the expense of borrowing from the domestic economy and increasing the
public domestic debt. Page 14 states:

"The external debt began to decline in response to a debt management
strategy that sought to limit new external borrowing particularly from market
sources. This also involved an increased reliance on domestic borrowing.
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In 1993 the government borrowed $422.5 million and $14.4 million
through the issue of development bonds and tax-free savings bonds,
respectively."

Does that ring any bell?

"The larger amount included $71.8 million drawn under two project-
financing facilities established by a consortium of local financial institutions,
with drawdown limits of $300 million and $159.8 million, respectively. By
the end of the year the larger, earlier established facility had been ailmost fully
exhausted while a total of $99.6 million had been drawn under the other. The
total issue of development bonds also included an amount of $42.1 million
which represented the conversion of a US $7.4 million foreign liability into
domestic debt.”

That istheredlity.

"There was no expansion of the treasury bill issue during the year but the
government continued to roll over maturing issues. However, the cost of
servicing the treasury bill debt rose as the discount rate averaged 9.46 per cent
compared with 9.26 per cent in 1992...

The government’s debt profile in 1993 included contingent liabilities,
overdraft borrowing from the Central Bank and other commitments including
pay arrears to public sector workers...

Interest payments on domestic debt totalled $901.9 million in 1993, an
increase of 16.5 per cent over paymentsin 1992. Included in this amount were
overdraft interest expenses of $285.5 million."

While the Government has been decreasing the external debt, it has been
increasing the domestic debt. In fact, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has
been crowding out on the domestic financial market. The data available from the
Review of the Economy 1994—this talk about mopping up—those state
enterprises did not suddenly appear on the face of the earth. Therefore, when one
goes back to the past to see where they came from and who was there, nobody
wants to hear about that. People like me, and those younger than | are the ones
who have to pay for it. Therefore, | have aright to speak about it.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker: Areyou giving way?

Miss|. Sagewan: Madam Speaker, | have only a very short time. He will be
speaking after me and he can do whatever he wishes then.
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Appendix 17 states that the Central Government internal debt moved from
$4,247.2 million in 1990, to $5,605.8 in 1993, an increase of approximately 32
per cent. From 1993 to 1994, it is carded in this same document to increase by a
further 4.4 per cent.

I wish the Government would tell us why the increase in the borrowing on the
domestic has occurred. What has this been used for? Those of us who would be
here after would have to pay for it, so the Government should let us know what
we are paying for. | must say that the Minister in his presentation did state with
respect to borrowing in 1995, that the Government does not propose to undertake
any new commercial borrowings on the external market in 1995.

Unfortunately, do you know what Mr. John Public is reading? Heis reading
what | just quoted from the newspaper; that the Government does not intend to
run up any further external borrowing in the new year. That is a fallacy. It is
simply that it would not be borrowing from the commercial financial sector. In
fact, it would be borrowing from multilateral institutions. | will show that. The
Member for Diego Martin East was very clear.

As| said, hereally put both feet in his mouth this time, because he pointed out
that the budget is not only the document that the Minister presents, but also the
other documents that he lays. That took me to the Public Sector Investment
Programme (PSIP) 1993—1995. | have copies of al of them. This is what is
proposed in that document for 1993—1995. In 1993, that document proposes that
the Government would spend $956.371 million in the Public Sector Investment
Programme.

Dr. Rowley: Areyou against that?

Miss |. Sagewan: No. | am not against that. Madam Speaker, let me make
my point please. | allowed him to make his.

In 1994, $1,550.97 million; 1995, $1,646.89; a total of $4,164.231 million. If
they would keep quiet they would not continue to put their feet in their mouth.

2.00 p.m.

| am now going to tell them what | am against. | am against what they laid in
this House. Would it have been 1992? Weas it in the 1993 budget presentation?
The PsIP 1993 proposed that the same amount, $956.27 million will be spent in
1993. Do they know how much was spent in 19937 The revised estimates on PSIP
1994 state that it was $653.119, a shortfall of 31 per cent. Which were the projects
which fell off the byways? When this reduction took place, did Members come to
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this House to explain which of the proposed projects on the PSIP were not actually
implemented in 19937

Let us look at 1994. The amount proposed was $1,567.425 million; actual
expenditure—$1,321.01 million, a shortfall of 16 per cent. They boast that the
PSIP 1995 has been increased by $100 million over the 1994 level, but the
proposed figure in the 1995 pPsiPis $343.539 million.

Let me bring you back to PSIP 1993—1995. The proposed PSP 1995 was
$1,461.41 million while the initial proposed in the psiP 1993—1995 was
$1,646.890 million. This proposed PSP, was supposed to be spent on investment
programmes to facilitate an environment in which people can produce. That
programme, the 1993—1995, moves from $4,154.231 million to $3,433.539
million, a shortfall of 17.3 per cent. That is why | say in this House: This is no
budget debate! Thisis ajoke! No accountability takes place. We do not get a
real accounting of what is proposed.

Let us look at PsIP 1995. It is to be funded from external borrowings and
grants, from internal borrowing and from Government revenue. The tota is
$1,461.41 million. Out of that, external funding will account for 77.6 per cent.
This is based on the Government having to arrange loans on the external market,
amounting to $203.25 million. These loans have not been arranged. So this
proposed PSIP which is being boasted about is largely dependent on the
Government' s ability in 1995 to arrange these loans, and if these loans cannot be
arranged, then this expenditure will not take place.

| refer the Members to the table at the back of the psip 1995. | can read them
out, but I will be wasting my time. The United Nations Devel opment Programme
(UNDP) grant of $.8 million isto be arranged; Inter-American Development Bank
(1DB)—%$19 miillion to be arranged; Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)—there
was no amount—to be arranged; 1DB: $5.0 million to be arranged. | can go on
because | haveit right here in the PSIP document which was laid in this House.

People in this country have come to look at the budgetary exercise with fear
because they wait in anticipation to hear currency devaluation and a rise in the
price of oil. That is what we wait with dread to hear. John Public, not really
understanding, what currency flotation means, when he does not hear a
devaluation or an increase in the price of oil, is happy. Given the general
ambience of the framework in which the Minister presented this budget and all
the headlines we have been reading about in the newspaper, this farce almost
seems to be aredlity. | really hope that the people in Trinidad and Tobago believe
it.
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Madam Speaker, sometimes when one is sick one does not really need to go to
the doctor, but just because one goes to the doctor and the doctor gives two
Panadol, one feels one is better. | think that the Government is hoping that simply
saying that there has been growth and that all these indicators have moved in a
positive direction, people will believe. | do hope that works because the chaos out
there is serious. Apparently none of the Members on the other side live in that.
They live in some kind of ivory tower. | live in Caroni East and | can tell you
about the chaos there.

There is much potential in this budget for generating inflation—the business
levy, 100 per cent increase. Businessmen would obviously pass this on to the
consumer. Increase in the VAT net means that immediately the water rates of small
businesses have gone up by over 200 per cent per quarter. They will obviously
pass it on to the consumer. They may not even be able to, because a commodity
which may be sold for $110, may be sold for $115 in a VAT-included store. If I,
the consumer, go to the store where | have to pay VAT, | pay $115. At the smaller
store which does not charge me VAT | pay $110, | will buy from him. If he now
has to be VAT registered, that means when he adds 15 per cent VAT the same
commodity becomes $126.50. He is already operating at the margin: his profit
margin is aimost none. That is the reality and all these people will be pushed out.
Six per cent insurance tax will be passed on to the consumer. That is the reality of
this budget.

| have much more to say. Agricultureis an areawhich | really wish | had time
to touch because | would show the Government how their policy and their
manifesto which they love to quote is totally out of sync with what is now being
implemented. | cannot really do it, but there are others who will.

Let me round off here by saying that thisis no “good news’ budget. Thisis a
“bad news’ budget. This is an attempt to deceive the public; it is an attempt to
create a farce. | fed that | have created much work for my past technical
colleagues who are the technocrats in the different ministries.

Let me end like this. Ministers are like cars and the technocrats in the
Ministries are the engines. Remove the engines and all you have is scrap value. It
might range from March to Mercedes Benz, depending on the calibre. That is the
reality. | am certain that | have given serious work to my past colleagues in the
different ministries, departments and so forth because we know that Ministers
simply present.

Madam Speaker, that is my contribution on the 1995 Budget.
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2.10 p.m.

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, | rise first of al to
congratulate the Minister of Finance for an excellent job in the 1995 Budget.
[Interruption] The point is that the whole country, if one takes the feel they do
not need the Parliament, they know that it is a “good news’ budget. They do not
need us to tell them that. They knew it before, that things were happening, they
can fed itin their souls.

I would like to spend a few minutes dealing with some of the issues raised by
the Member for Caroni East. | think her presentation points to the importance of
allowing things to grow and mature, ensuring that one is not "forced ripe". | am
convinced that the Member has excellent potential—[ Interruption] | do not want
to be condescending; | mean this with all honesty, Madam Speaker, that with
some more growth things would have been much better.

| want to deal with some of the issues raised by the Member and | want to
assume that it was honest error, rather than intent. | would never think that the
Member would use figures dishonestly. | think that she might be guilty of the
charge that she put at the doorstep of the Member for Diego Martin East. One
would recall that she was making the point that as an engineer he had no right to
dabble in economics or in energy, for that matter. Perhaps as an economist, she
should leave statistics alone.

Let us deal with the first issue, the price of oil. The Member worked for quite
some time at the Ministry and ought to know that Amoco's oil in Trinidad is of a
higher grade. So that one cannot look at prices quoted in some bulletin and
extrapolate from that without taking into consideration the fact that we get a
premium for our oil. That is a ssmple thing and one would have expected that—
[Interruption] | did not mean to insult, | am merely saying that there was that
error.

On November 17, the Minister of Finance received a letter from the Vice
President of Citibank. | would just read a part of it on the question of ail.

"As of November 15, 1994, the swap rate for 1995 for West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) and Brent, were US $17.80 per barrel and us $16.57 per
barrel, respectfully. If the reference crude for the preparation of the budget is
Brent then | believe a safe price to use is US $16.57 adjusted for the quality of
Trinidad crude.”
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That is one—and one would say that is an error. [Interruption] | said, Madam
Speaker, thisis a letter from the Vice President of Citibank. The Government as
you know, because of the crude price one may do some swap transaction. | have
to move quickly, Madam Speaker, because | really did not intend to deal with
this.

Foreign exchange. The Member took issue with the projection to the end of
the year with the foreign reserve position. Let me just point to the fact that
information to date suggests that as of October the net foreign reserve position is
US $336.1 million net.

Hon. Member: What isyour source for that information?

Hon. K. Valley: From the Central Bank. This is the Review of the Economy
and thisisinformation that was obtained from the Central Bank. [ Interruption]

| want to run through the debt situation quickly, Madam Speaker, and | really
wanted to stop the Member on this point—to an extent when the Member does
this | feel somehow it reflects on me and it reflects on her colleagues aso,
because we like to feel that we have a crack-shot unit a investments. At
Appendix 16 in the Review of the Economy if the Member would look at
Domestic Financing on a net basis. The Member was making the point that we
were borrowing all this money in the local market—on a net basis. In 1993, we
repaid $475.8 million; in 1994 it is estimated that on the net basis we would repay
$22.4 million. So that we are not increasing borrowing.

The fact of the situation is that in the years 1993 and 1994, we were repaying
more on the domestic market than on the—

Mr. Sudama: Madam Speaker, could the hon. Member give way?

The hon. Minister is quoting figures that we do not have at hand. | have the
Review of the Economy, net foreign exchange reserves as at August, 1994—
[Interruption] Whether between September and October the net reserves has
been increased by $150 million?

Hon. K. Valley: When did we raise to $150 million? [Interruption]

Inflation: The Member takes issue with inflation, the projection to the end of
the year would be 8.3 per cent. Let me make the general point first of all, |
wondered when the Member questions al this information whether it does not
dawn on her that in fact she is questioning the professionalism of her former
colleagues. No Minister does this work; it is the people at the Ministry of Finance
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and the Central Statistical Office (CS0), the professional people, and the Member
knows very well that no Minister could tell any professional person what to put in
the information. For the Member to spend her 75 minutes questioning the figures,
rather than dealing with substantial issues—[ Interruption]

The September to September figure for inflation which is an actual figure at
page 14 of the budget indicates a 6.4 per cent, but the Member is questioning the
budget speech. The budget speech talks about inflation rate from September 1993
to September 1994 of 6.4 per cent.

| want to talk a bit about the growth, because that is the real problem, the fact
that this economy is expected to grow by 4 per cent by the end of the year. What
we can say as afact, is that for the first six months of the year the economy grew
by 2.7 per cent. Even using the Central Bank's quarterly report—[ Interruption]
Not the annual report from last year—and the Member was less than honest when
she said that the latest information she could get from the Central Bank. The
Central Bank puts out monthly and quarterly data, and there is the June quarterly
report that the whole of Trinidad and Tobago knowsis out presently.

2.20 p.m.

In the first two quarters of the year this economy recorded growth of 2.7 per
cent. This Government would have been happy if the projection for the whole
year was 2 per cent. That is what we expected, so that we would have been happy
iIf we had gotten merely a 2 per cent growth for the year. Thisis mid-year.

At the end of the third-quarter the information that came from the Central
Bank: "The economy for the first three-quarters of 1994 is estimated to have
grown to afigure of 4.1 per cent.” Not projected now. And you are going to get
this soon. It is going to the printers. So that if you know that you have first-quarter
information and you know that the Government is able to have more recent
information, then take the information that we give you. You have just finished
working with us. You worked with Minister Mottley. We were not dishonest
when you worked with us. Why do you think that we would be dishonest now?
Why? Y ou have just finished working with us. That iswhat it is. [Interruption]

Another point coming from the Central Bank. It pertains to inflation. | read:

"Our inflation performance has been extremely good. The year-on-year
inflation rate to October 1994, (that is from October 1993 to October 1994)
has been only 4.7 per cent."
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Thisisthe latest information. We do not have figures for November, therefore we
would say year-on-year to October. Then we would say year-in-year to November
when we have it available and then we would say to the year end December. That
ishow it is done.

More than that, every year the Government—before the budget is prepared—
the Member is aware of this—asks the IMF to come down and look at the figures
and tell us what is happening. The IMF, an independent outside body, not the cso
now, not the Member's former colleagues—the IMF. | would just read from The
Article IV consultation.

"On the invitation of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago a five
member mission from the International Monetary Fund visited Trinidad and
Tobago over the period October 13 to November 01, 1994, in order to
undertake the annual Article IV consultations. The staff report for the 1994
Article IV consultation, as well as the staff appraisal report on Trinidad and
Tobago are expected to be submitted to and discussed by the Executive Board
of the IMF by mid-January, 1995."

| have a copy of it. Thisisthe document: And | read:

"The IMF mission met and held discussions with representatives of
government, business and labour organizations. Based on its findings and
analysis, the mission is of the view that the economy has begun to respond
favourably to the structural measures implemented since 1992. Preliminary
estimates suggest that the broad macro-economic objectives set out by the
Government for 1994 are being achieved.

Real GDP is expected to expand by 4 per cent as a result of their
acceleration and output in the petroleum sector, particularly the petro-
chemical sub-sector and recovery in the agriculture, construction and
distributive trade sectors, while the other non-oil subsectors, especially
manufacturing, continues to be slow in responding to the new economic
environment. Inflation is projected to be averaged 8.3 per cent down from
10.8 per cent in 1993 after the full pass through of the effects of the 1993
devaluation."

Madam Speaker, should | go on? [Interruption] | have my contribution to make.
The point | am making is that, to me, it was a complete waste of 75 minutes to
hear a professional person attempt to question the professional work of others and
on figures. | rest my case with respect to that matter.
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| just want to deal with one last aspect concerning employment. The Member
guestioned: Where were we getting these jobs? How is it that we spoke about
getting some 12,000 jobs in 1994. Madam Speaker, let me just make the point.
For the years 1992 to July 1994, the Ministry of Trade and Industry has approved
over 200 new investment projects giving these projects concessions with respect
to import duties and so forth. The total job production possibilities from those
jobs is some 3,418. As at August of this year, roughly 61.4 per cent of those
projects were implemented. If one were ssmply to average it, one would see that
from the manufacturing sector, a sector that as the report stated was still slow to
respond, there were 2,100 new jobs coming from those—[Interruption] | am
saying that 61.1 per cent of those projects were undertaken and given the potential
job creation of all the projects, one can assume that roughly 2,100 jobs—
[Interruption] —in terms of al types of different food and beverage,
miscellaneous metal products, paper and paper products and so forth.

We saw simply a waste of 75 minutes with a young person who has much
potential and | just want to caution: do not be spoilt, do not let people make you
use figures dishonestly. Do not do it. Y ou have too much potential. [ Interruption]

Miss Sagewan: Madam Speaker, on a point of order. | take offence that the
Minister would suggest that because all the figures that | quoted were from the
documents that were laid in this House and the most recent information that was
available to me. It was on the basis of those that | quoted, source and al, that |
made my analysis.

Hon. K. Valley: Madam Spesker, | would never want to offend the Member
for Caroni East, and if she takes offence | most humbly apologize.

The 1995 Budget—{ Interruption]

Mr. Maharaj: Madam Speaker, | am asking for your ruling in this matter.
This Member has accused the Member for Caroni East of dishonesty, that is
Imputing improper motives of this House. He has caused people in this House to
be jailed by imputing corruption. | am asking for your ruling that this Member
withdraw that allegation.

Madam Speaker: | did not hear the Member accuse the Member of
dishonesty.

2.30 p.m.
Hon. K. Valley: | am PNM and proud.
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Madam Speaker, | was making the point that the 1995 budget follows a
pattern which was established over the last three years. Members would
remember that in 1992 the budget emphasis was on civilization; coming in,
meeting certain conditions, knowing, first of all, that there must be fiscal balance,
monetary balance, and then moving on into 1993 starting to set the environment
for growth.

In 1993 the emphasis was on stabilization moving to growth. Members would
remember that the theme of the 1994 Budget painted that vision: "The global city
of the Caribbean: An Invitation to Participate”. It was clear that the Government
had to emphasize the development of an enabling environment—the economy or
the way we do business in Trinidad and Tobago had to change because of world
currents. The same way that it was important to have an enabling environment
when we were in the paradigm of industrialization by invitation, so too, it is
important that we have a certain enabling environment, an environment that could
be quite different from what exists.

One can understand the difficulty which the Member for Oropouche had when
guoting the Prime Minister in 1990 on the free trade argument. In 1990 there was
the structural adjustment loan that spoke about the removal of the negative list
and all those things without the enabling environment; quite different from what
the Government is doing in 1994. If we are operating in the industrialization by
invitation—a negative list, licensing, subsidies, heavy emphasis by the state in the
commercial sector—then certain things would apply. If we have made a
transition, then we need to create and ensure that there is appropriate enabling
environment. That environment must, of course, be an appropriate macro-
economic framework which includes currency liberalization that must go hand in
hand with trade liberalization. It must go hand in hand also with a reduction of
state participation in direct commercial activity. We saw that quite clearly. It
requires also the legal and regulatory framework. As the success stories of Asia
would tell us, there must be some vision, there must be specia initiatives taken
within the overall analysis of our objective conditions.

Let us see what the Government has done with respect to the stable economic
environment. Members opposite do not like to hear this but that is the reality. We
al know that if we have a dream which we feel is a bad omen, we do not believe
it, we say that did not really happen. But if we have a dream that something good
will happen, we believe that. And that is what is happening with the Opposition.
They do not like to hear the fact that the economy is moving in the right direction;
but that is the redlity.
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Madam Spesaker, let us ook at the exchange rate. One would remember all the
issues with respect to that. What has been the reality? There has been a variance
of no more than 4 per cent since the new rate was established. That is the redlity.
The fact that at the end of 1991 the net foreign reserve position of this country
was a mere $3.4 million and, as | have just stated, at the end of October, the net
foreign reserve position was some $336 million, that is progress! That is growth!
It has already exceeded the expectation of $331 at the end of the year.

The manageable fiscal deficit: the deficit of 0.2 per cent in 1993; 0.3 per cent
estimated for 1994; GDP growth; a serviceable external/internal public debt; no
further commercial borrowing. All of these are critical aspects of the appropriate
Macro-economic environment.

Foreign Reserves. Madam Speaker, as you know, before the liberalization of
the currency, the Central Bank purchased the currency from the system and sold
as the system needed. But the Central Bank, as the recipient of the foreign
exchange coming to the Government’s account, at all times had to sell to the
private sector an amount in excess of what it bought, so that as late as 1992 net
sales of the Central Bank to the system was some $265 million. As a matter of
fact, for the period January 01 to April 13, 1993 when we floated the currency, the
Central Bank had already sold, on anet basis, us $135 million to the system.

What has been the result since liberalization? | have information from the
Central Bank which suggests that, as a fact, the system is now selling on a net
basis to the Central Bank. For the period April 13 to the end of the year, on a net
basis, the system sold some $59 million to the Centra Bank. So that whereas
before the Central Bank had to provide additional funding to the system, since the
flotation, the system is now sufficiently liquid to provide funding. As of
November 25, 1994 the system had sold a net amount of $39 million to the
Central Bank. When Members come here and talk about further devaluation of the
currency, that is wishful thinking. They are trying to bid the currency down. There
are no objective factors to suggest that.

As | said, the second element of that enabling environment is the existence of
an appropriate legal and regulatory framework. If during the recession, our
reduced fiscal means and the global trends have forced us to look at the market
system to move from that inward looking philosophy of the 1970s and perhaps
early 1980s to an outward looking market. We do so not unmindful that the
market could be imperfect at times and, at off-times, it produces sub-optimal
results. We know that there is need for that legal and regulatory framework.
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Y esterday, | heard somebody ask what would happen after the divestment of
WASA. In 1994 we brought down some people from London to look at the whole
area of unfair trade practices—competition policy—because we know that if there
must be natural monopolies then there must be an appropriate regulatory
framework with a system in place to ensure that the consumer is protected. About
a month ago we had some people from Washington looking at unfair trade
practices. We are working with the business community to put in place, as quickly
as possible, the anti-dumping and unfair trade practices protection. [Interruption]
It could not have been. We have the regulations but there was thought that we
needed to look at them again. As| said, this year we brought consultants down to
look at the regulations. They feel that we can go with the regulations. We are
setting up the unit. In addition to the anti-dumping regulations, we are working on
unfair trade practices.

As amatter of fact, | have a meeting, next week—as soon as we are finished
with the budget debate—with the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers
Association to put that in place, as quickly as possible, in an environment in
which stamp duties, as well as the surcharge, have gone. So that we are putting
that in place as quickly as possible.

2.40 p.m.

In the new fiscal year, we expect to implement in addition to the Unfair Trade
Practices legidation, other pieces of legislation having to do with the whole area
of providing the appropriate legal and regulatory framework. Members would say
that they know about the Companies Act, Securities Industries Act, Insurance Act,
and so forth. That is not al that is required, as we move forward, because the
enabling environment that would élicit the kind of response expected from the
private sector, must also include an appropriate fiscal, health, education and
administration infrastructure, social and national security infrastructure—and we
are doing that.

Members would have heard yesterday from the Ministers of Housing and
Works and Transport; Members will hear from the Minister of Heath. The
Minister of Education will be talking about the infrastructure that is being put in
place to ensure that the proper environment is here for local as well as foreign
investors. But more than that, as | said, the evidence from the success stories
suggests that while those things may be necessary conditions for growth and
transformation of an economy, something else is needed. Madam Speaker, that is
vision. It is certain strategies coming out of that vision that would position your
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country in a particular way. Of course, the vision and the strategy have to be
based on your own objective condition. Singapore has done its own thing, as well
as South Korea.

Here in Trinidad and Tobago we say that we want to make our country the
global city of the Caribbean, an export platform, the business and financial centre.
Moving on that vision we have identified certain initiatives that we would pursue.
We would pursue the transshipment concept, working with the Orinoco/Apure,
Madam Speaker. | can tell the House that only yesterday Cabinet approved the
setting up of a joint committee to work with the Venezuelans on that
Orinoco/Apure project.

We are working on the air transport hub concept. Somebody was asking about
that, | think, yesterday and that is the initiative with BWIA and LIAT, looking to
South America, having Trinidad as a hub. Not looking simply to the North, but
looking at Colombia, Venezuela, Northern Brazil and at the opportunities that are
south of us. We expect, aso, that in the new year we would continue our
emphasis on market access.

Members would know of our initiative with respect to NAFTA and that, in fact,
because of the us election, things were slowed. Members would know that, |
think it was only yesterday that President Clinton stated the US intention to fast
track Chile into NAFTA.

We continue to make the point, Madam Speaker, that Trinidad and Tobago
remains the next logical choice after Chile. That was borne out by the research
done by the Economic Association in Washington, where we were ranked on a
similar basis to Chile. In readying for NAFTA, Madam Speaker, we have done our
part. We have completed the Bilateral Investment Treaty with the United States,
aswell asthe Intellectual Property Rights Agreement, and our efforts in respect of
NAFTA will continue.

| make the point that NAFTA is simply market access, the same way we |ook to
Venezuela and attempt to get market access into Venezuela on favourable terms
and conditions; or to Colombia, for that matter. Why do we want that, Madam
Speaker? We want to be able to sell the fact that we have favourable access into
these markets to potentia investors. So that, when they locate in Trinidad they
would know that they are not locating in Trinidad simply to sell to the 1.2 million
persons living here, but to use this location as a base to go into the larger markets
of the South—Colombia, Venezuela, Northern Brazil. That is why we want to do
it. Wewant to bein NAFTA, also, to attract usinvestors to locate here. We want to
give them the comfort of that legislation.
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In 1995 we expect to continue with our market access and our investment
missions. We plan to visit South Africa in March, next year, taking business
people with us. As Minister of Trade and Industry | am extremely pleased with
the assistance | have been getting from the business community. They have been
taking the initiative and going on their missions. They have just come back from
Washington, where they met with the IADB as well as the World Bank; and not
only the business community—the trade unions also—Mr. McLeod, Madam
Speaker. AmCham, in our efforts with respect to NAFTA, were right there with us,
talking to their American parents, assisting us all the way—making the case for
us, such that an agreement which some people thought would have taken a year or
more to be signed, was signed in a matter of months. | am talking about the
Bilateral Investment Treaty, as well as the Intellectual Property Rights
Agreement.

Madam Speaker, we have also, as you know, established a Standing
Committee on trade and related agreements, using persons from the private sector,
so that they can start looking at the issues—the big issue, NAFTA—what industries
we would want to protect. Some of the points raised in the debate here. Having
said that, Madam Speaker, perhaps belatedly, | want to congratul ate the Member
for Caroni Central. | have been reading that NAFTA debate and | think the points
made were excellent and we have passed them on to the committee to prepare
them in doing their research work in accessing NAFTA. But not only NAFTA.

We want to build on the Caricom/Colombia Trade Agreement. In that
agreement the products which qualify for free trade entry are identified and the
others will still attract duties. We are saying that we still want to go the other way.
We want to state which industries ought to be protected, leaving the other
products, or industries to be free. That is what we want to do with Colombia,
Venezuela and Mexico. The Standing Committee on Trade Agreements will have
quite alot of work to do in that regard.

Moving along on some issues coming out of the budget statement as it affects
the business sector, the first, of course, is the 5 per cent input tax on
manufacturing. Let me make the general point that, first of al, the non-oil sector
of the economy is extremely important. If one wereto look at the non-oil sector of
the economy, one will see it accounts for roughly 74 per cent of overall GDP.
While the oil sector has been having a roller-coaster ride, the non-oil sector has
been really growing, at small levels, but has been growing, for some time. If we
look, for example, over the last 5 years one would see that the oil sector grew by
just over 1 per cent while the non-oil sector grew by 5 per cent. The overal
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growth rate over the last five years, 1989—1994, was some 4.75 per cent. If we
were to look at the period from 1991 we will see that even though the oil sector
had fantastic growth in 1994 over the period 1991—1994, it really declined by
some 1.3 per cent, while the non-oil sector grew by 1.4 per cent. That is just an
indication of the importance of the non-oil sector. | made the point a while ago
with respect to new investments in the non-oil sector.

2.50 p.m.

What is important about that new investment is that we know that jobs are
created at lower levels of investment in the non-oil sector. We know that if we
want sustainable jobs we have to lay emphasis on the non-oil sector of the
economy. | use the case of the methanol plant that cost us some $235 million to
build but creates merely alittle over 100 jobs.

About two or three nights ago, | went to open the new Pizza Boys for an
investment of some TT $6 million. We are talking about 75 jobs. Now, readly, in a
sense we are talking about different things, because in one case we are talking
about high-paying jobs, in another case we are talking about lower level jobs,
especialy in an environment where about 60 per cent of our people are under 30
years and it is important that we create jobs for our people, so that we have to lay
that emphasis on the non-oil sector of the economy.

We have had, of course, some good recent successes in the sector. The one |
really marvel at is Thomas Peake, a plant that has been around for quite some
time, but they were importing air conditioning, and so forth. In 1990 they decided
to invest in an air conditioning manufacturing plant at Cocorite. The plant facility
comprises some 75,000 square feet and employs 250 persons. At present they are
exporting to some 40 countries—into Guam and all, would you believeit.

Not only that, they have now gone further into the boat manufacturing
business at Chaguaramas, employing about 75 tradesmen. But they are not alone.
There is Willie's Ice Cream, just eight years old, doing a fantastic job. Quite a
number of companies in the non-oil sector, facing that brave new world of the
export market. The Manufacturers' Association gave me alist of firms here. They
are exporting al over the world: Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Peru, Colombia, Saudi Arabia, Morocco.

So that things are happening in the non-oil sector of the economy and one
expects that the growth in that sector would continue. Of course, we are hearing in
this debate the argument about that 5 per cent input tax and that the Government
should have taken that to zero. | want, through this medium, to inform the
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manufacturing community—I even mentioned it to the president already—that we
at Trade and Industry looked at it very hard. We wanted to go to town and fight
for it, but when we analyzed it, it smply could not be done. It would not have
been in the interest of the Treasury nor in the interest of the manufacturing sector.

Let me explain. The structural adjustment loan of 1990 has a condition that
says the concept of the Minister's licence has to go by December 31, 1994. Let me
explain what that means. The Minister's licence is a mechanism used to provide
exemptions from duty to the manufacturing sector.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Dr. R. Griffith]

Question put and agreed to.

Hon. K. Valley: |1 would make my point but deal with the Trinidad and
Tobago Manufacturers' Association next week. Let me just say that after looking
at the input tax to manufacturing, we found that it could not be done and we found
that the better approach was to get the Government to agree that we would
maintain the Minister's licence which now, after December 31, 1994, would allow
us to reduce duty, not exempt it. So that via the Minister's licence, we can ill
reduce the duty to 5 per cent and using the export rebate mechanism, they would
get a rebate to the extent they export, and that we can continue to talk with the
Minister of Finance about any possible adjustment with the rebate.

| want to let them know also that after representation and with the agreement
of the Minister of Finance and the approval of the Cabinet today, the Government
has agreed to reduce the tax on non-competing capital goods for the
manufacturing sector to zero. As you would know, the budget spoke about a 2.5
per cent rate. We have now agreed to reduce that to zero.

| have to move on to the whole divestment issue on the investment portfolio,
because | feel 1 need to make the point that as Government moves to be the
facilitator, that does not mean that Government will be shirking its responsibility
to ensure growth and transformation in the economy, nor, for example, does it
mean that no longer Government has a responsibility for job-creation. What it
means is that while Government would maintain a bottom-line responsibility for
these things, there might be other arrangements which could be made that could
be more cost-effective.

| make that point in the context of T&TEC and WASA, and what have you. |
make the point also that the task that we face in Trinidad and Tobago today is to
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transform the existing productive base which was built on the model of the
industrialization by invitation paradigm, into one that is internationally
competitive, one that is able to meet the outside world. We have to do that in a
hurry.

As we move towards this international competitiveness, we may need to form
strategic alliances. One has to take that into consideration, because the
Government has been using its divestment programme to forge some strategic
aliances. As we move into that big, bad world that is out there, coming as we are
from behind these protective walls, we need to have some people who know the
game out there on our side. That is what we have been doing.

Consider Trinidad Cement Limited, the strategic alliance that we forged with
Cemex from Mexico, the No. 1 company in cement in the world, getting them
involved to learn from them to help us. For that matter, methanol, where we
increased capacity by some 550,000 tonnes, getting together with Ferrostaal and
Helm, owning a smaller percentage. No longer do we own 100 per cent; we now
own 45 per cent, but 45 per cent of alarger complex.

T&TEC, as a utility, if we want to have this export platform, then, of course,
we must have an efficient supply of the utilities: water, electricity. | remember
when | got myself in trouble in March 1993, talking to the Arcadian people who
had just bought the Fertrin and Urea plants. They were at my office the morning
before telling me about the problems they were having. They could not get water
and they had outages on some 22 or 23 occasions in a 30-day period—new
investors in Trinidad. We are trying to attract investors here and that is the
experience. On the evening of the function, | made the point that Government is
aware of these shortcomings and that is why Government told you that we had
considered different arrangements with respect to T& TEC. Because one has to do
it. It isnot a case of selling out national patrimony. One has to meet the objective
conditions in the world.

You cannot take it halfway. Either we are going to stay in that
industrialization by invitation mode behind the protective wall's negative list or
we go into that brave new world and do what is required. We cannot be halfway. |
think it was the Member for Siparia speaking about something else. We cannot do
it little by little. We have to do it quickly. We have to ensure that we have the
systems in place with respect to the utilities to ensure that we have them in that
environment.



1028

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[HON. K. VALLEY]

3.00 p.m.

Fertrin/Urea: First of all, let me make the point that in this case and all of the
cases, there was international bid. Let us see what has happened. Having divested
Fertrin and Urea, the new owner Arcadian is making further investment. The
company has aready bought the plant and is shipping to Trinidad. | am talking
about further investment. More than that, what has happened? The firm that ran
second in that transaction, Farmland, is now coming to build its own plant at
Brighton, La Brea. In that one divestment we were able to attract other investors
to Trinidad and Tobago.

BWIA: Do Members know how long we have been trying to divest BWIA?
But we have to divest it in a certain way. It must fit within that overall context of
the hub, the picture we have for Trinidad and Tobago. Perhaps this is an
appropriate time, since there has been some talk with respect to the secrecy—
again, the Member for Caroni East would know about this because this was one of
her assignments at the Ministry.

This is a draft document Public Participation in Industrial and Commercial
Activities—Revisited.
Mr.Maraj: When would this be laid?

Hon. K. Valley: Right now, this is engaging the attention of the Cabinet. |
fedl certain that it would be laid in this House within the month.

This document outlines all the divestments to date; the plan, the case studies,
it talks about every one of them. It talks about the procedure we went through on
every case—the Member for Caroni East is well acquainted with this. Thiswill be
made available, not only to this House—

Mr. Sudama: We want transparency monitored by this House.

Hon. K. Valley: This would be made available not only to this House but
also to the academic community. Then, we would hear their comments. We have
no problem. This has been in the works for quite some time; we have been
continuously updating the figures and even when it is laid, as we continue on the
divestment programme, we would continue supplying information to the House
on the programme.

Quickly, 1 want to dea with some of the issues raised with respect to
divestment. One of the points made is that locals are not involved and are not
given a chance. | want to look at the divestments we have done to date and see
who bought what. | would also comment quickly on the procedure.
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Firstly, Fertrin/Urea. This was an open international bid. | came to this House
and said clearly that anybody who was interested could write. | think one local
wrote actually, and is still causing us some trouble in the court, but that is a
different story. Locals had every chance to be involved. Fertrin/Urea divested to
foreigners.

Arawak Cement Plant—the cement plant in Barbados—in which Government
held 49 per cent bought by locals; Trinidad Cement Plant. Trinidad Cement Plant,
71 per cent owned by the common shareholders in Trinidad and Tobago.
[Interruption] We can talk about Trinidad Cement Plant but that is not—

Trinidad and Tobago Printing and Packaging Limited: The process used was
a nationa bid; owned by—/Interruption] Valid, Madam Speaker. When we
wanted to divest Printing and Packaging Limited, we first called in the union,
OWTU, as we have done in every case. We called in the union; told them what we
wanted to do and gave them an opportunity to buy at the valuation. They refused.

Mr. B. Panday: What was the valuation?

Hon. K. Valley: As long as they wanted to buy at valuation, | had no
problems. If they want to buy it asa song, | have a difficulty.

Printing and Packaging Limited, sold to locals. We paid severance, most of
the workers are now re-employed and the company is making profit. It could not
make profit in Government's hands, but it is making profit now.

Farrell House: Divested, again, to locals. | am hearing this talk that locals are
not given a fair chance. Angostura Holdings Limited; divested on the stock
market. The Government held a few shares in Angostura which was divested on
the local market. Neal and Massy Holdings Limited: Again, divested on the local
stock market, again bought by locals.

National Food Processors Limited, bought by the employees—NUGFw, the
union and the employees. As | said, we called in the unions and talked with them.
| saw them on a programme on television the other night in which they said they
wanted to make a profit. Do you know what was the first thing they did? They
took a 25 per cent pay cut. | said, "Bravo for them". That is what we want to see.

Caricargo—1 forgot that one. When we divested Caricargo, the employees
bought it and it is now making profit. | am going down the list. Trinidad and
Tobago Methanol Company Limited. As | said, Ferrostaal, the strategic partner,
upgraded the project.
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Crown Reef Hotel Limited—that is one that has been going on since 1987.
Government owns 40 per cent and the other 60 per cent is owned by some
Jeffreys. That was done by the last Government. We have no problem with it; we
want to come out and obviously, our shares would be sold on the local market.

National Poultry Company Limited; bought by the management and union on
the local market. Airline Caterers, which is a subsidiary of BwiA—wanted to
forge again a strategic alliance with a large catering house setting up shop at
Piarco. That went to aforeigner.

The Shipping Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago Limited: We sold the
assets to NGC. Petroleum Company of Trinidad and Tobago Limited had two
plans to sell. It had the US 85 Urea Formaldehyde Plant. It is in the newspapers
today, "New company at Pt. Lisas: Handy equipment expands its operations with
Royal's help." A local company buying, and say that locals are not involved. The
other one was sold to Ispat because it is connected to the sted plant.
[Interruption] | am going through every one, do not worry.

National Fisheries: A very interesting one. It was just sold to some Taiwanese
who have been leasing the plant for quite some time. We had open bid, and | have
the whole file anytime Members want to raise thisissue.

3.10 p.m.

There was a situation with the bidding process and nobody came up with a
threshold price. It was in the hands of the liquidator. The liquidator decided to
start looking for people and he spoke with the person who has been operating the
plant for about seven years, under lease. They came up with a deal and | reported
it to the House. [Interruption] | do not have a problem but | know | am running
against time.

Allied Inn-keepers—in other words, Holiday Inn. We are still negotiating that.

Point Lisas Industrial Port Development Company—where we have just
divested 49 per cent of the shareholdings to locals via the market, setting up an
ESOP for the employees as well as the people of Trinidad and Tobago. Locals are
not involved.

Maritime Lifeis still being negotiated.
Trinidad and Tobago Mortgage Finance s still being negotiated.

Iron and Steel Company: Madam Speaker, when the last Government |eased
the plant to Ispat, one of the conditions of the lease was the right to purchase at
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valuation after five years. Thisisthe fifth year, they arein negotiation, and | think
we are very close to a sale. Under the agreement however, within three years the
company must offer 40 per cent of their shares on the local market. We are
working on that.

Trinidad and Tobago (BwWIA) Limited—we are looking at a strategic partner as
well as offering shares to the local and regional private sector so that the people
would be involved; including their employees—because we are setting up a
ESoP—and the union.

Y esterday Cabinet also approved the memorandum of understanding (MOU)
with the union. We are now free to sign, and | am ready to sign as soon as they
are ready. The Cabinet has agreed that 25.5 per cent of the shares of the new
BWIA can be bought by the union and its members.

NFM: In 1995, we are planning to do a divestment of 20 per cent of the
National Flour Mills. An ESOP is to be established and we have already dealt with
that. It isviathe stock market.

TSTT: We got agreement last year from the Cable and Wireless people. We
are going to divest 9 per cent; they will divest 9 per cent. We are setting up an
ESOP and divesting the rest to the local, and perhaps, even foreign private sector.
Eighteen per cent of TSTT is quite a bit, it is amost $400 million.

Two factors, one, given the size it might be too much for the local market but
more importantly, as | have said, we want to use our divestment in a way to do
other things in the economy. We are talking about setting up the business and
financial sector and we believe a divestment such as TSTT can assist us if we
allow foreign portfolio holders to take shareholdings in the company.

In terms of consultants, we do not do things by vaps. Every time we are doing
a divestment we ensure that we get proper advice; lawyers, financial people, and |
have a list here of the different professional people who were involved in the
divestment.

In the BWIA divestment, we have just employed foreign us help, City Co on
the finance side, and the law firm that worked for us on the Fertrin transaction, to
take us to closing within the parameters of the Mou. [Interruption] We are
waiting on you. If we set up the Joint Parliamentary Committee we might be able
to do al of that. As| said, we on this side have nothing to hide.
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In terms of divestments, we have completed 13 divestments to date.
Divestment in progress—20. | would list these quickly to give Members some
information:

Trinidad and Tobago Methanol Company Limited—that is the 24 per cent that
we are divesting.

The Iron and Steel Company of Trinidad and Tobago—as | said, Ispat has
indicated that it wants to exercise its option.

BWIA; Non-Pareil Estate: The Leader of the Opposition—we can talk about
that; valuation, or we will negotiate, | have no problem.

National Fisheries: That is completed.
| have mentioned Nationa Flour Mills.

Trinidad and Tobago Forest Products Limited—in other words, Tanteak. As |
said, we want to go downstream from Tanteak. We want to put some private
sector investment in there, and we are looking at that.

Petroleum Company of Trinidad and Tobago Limited: the non-core assets of
Petrotrin as well asthe refinery. We are looking at a divestment there.

Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission. As you know, that is close to
completion.

Trinidad and Tobago Solid Waste Management Company Limited: Again, we
are in consultation with a Canadian firm to take a small participation, a strategic
aliance. They want to go into paper recycling and then they want to do some
divestment on the local market with that company.

Trinidad and Tobago Mortgage Finance Company. That company is owned by
Government and NIB. We have just agreed that NIB would have 51 per cent and
Government would have 49 per cent. It was the other way around, but NIB wants
to use it as its agent in a mortgage lending business. Government is saying
afterwards it would want to divest its 49 per cent to the people of Trinidad and
Tobago. That is at an early stage but that is the plan.

TSTT: Asl have said we want to divest 18 per cent some time next year.
Crown Reef: We have spoken about that.

Trinidad Cement Limited (TCL): We still have about 9 per cent there that we
would either hold on to or divest on the local market if we could get a good price.
Those are the more important ones.
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In addition, we have liquidated some 14 companies. Some of them you may
not even recognize. There is another nine in liquidation. We have merged seven
companies. The Trinidad and Tobago Petroleum Company Limited, a merger
with Trintoc and Trintopec. ICN: The merger of TTT with NBS. The merger of
Workers Bank and the National Commercial Bank. We have completed those
mergers. The National Energy Corporation is now merged with the National Gas
Company (NGC).

We are restructuring five companies. Caroni (1975) Limited: Agricultural
Development Bank of Trinidad and Tobago; Public Transport Service
Corporation is in the process of being restructured; Port Authority, aso in the
process of being restructured; and the Water and Sewerage Authority.

We have made the decision to retain the following companies in their present
forms. the National Gas Company of Trinidad and Tobago; Development
Finance Limited; National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation;
Trinidad and Tobago Free Zones Company Limited; YTEPP; Taurus—which is a
bad debts company; the public sector bagasse company which is taking the bad
loans from FCB, DFL as well as IDC. The Small Business Development Company
Limited; First Citizens Bank; ICN; Tourism and Industrial Development
Corporation; Export Trading Company; Bella Forma Resorts Limited. Thisis the
new company that is formed from Crown Reef.

We are dtill to review the remaining 17 companies and the Investment
Division would be looking at these companiesin the new fiscal year.

That is just a quick overview of our divestment programme. As | promised,
within a month | expect to be able to lay the White Paper which will trace the
evolution of the state participation in the commercial sector.

Thefirst White Paper was done in 1973 and what the document would attempt
to do, isto trace the history, analyzing and rationalizing our current position.

3.20 p.m.

All that isleft for me to do, is once more congratul ate the Minister of Finance
on the fine budget, knowing that we are no longer poised for growth. Growth has
returned to our economy and we can say thank God there is a PNM government
here. After about 11 or 12 years of recession, we can look at a new dawn.

Thank you.
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Miss Pamela Nicholson (Tobago West): Madam Spesaker, first of al, let me
congratulate the Minister of Finance on the presentation of his fourth budget, not
so much for its content, but for the deceptiveness of the presentation. The
population needs to know the truth and the facts. Too often, the Minister of
Finance and indeed his Government endeavour through a public relations system,
to keep the population in ignorance. Accordingly, it isincumbent upon me to first
take issue with the Minister's statement on page 6. It states:

"When we took office in 1991, we found an economy in chaos and decline.”

That is far from the truth. The Minister's observation could not be further from
the truth about the performance of the economy. What Trinidad and Tobago is
seeing today is against the background and solid performance of the National
Alliance Government. [Interruption ] | am seeking my protection. | want every
minute. Madam Speaker, | sat here quietly when the Member for Diego Martin
West was making his contribution. I do not want any disturbance.

Madam Speaker: The Member has a wealth of experience and knows how
to deal with interruptions like that.

Miss P. Nicholson: Let us examine the same performance indicatorsin 1991,
indeed, his inheritance from the NAR government. | would deal with the
performance indicators. | begin with economic growth. Real economic growth in
1991 was 2.7 per cent positive. At the same time the Member for San Fernando
East, then Leader of the Opposition, accused the government of "forcing the
public servants to rig the numbers'. What are we to conclude from their boast of a
4 per cent growth in 1994, under a prime minister who does not hesitate to put his
finger in every pie; hislong arm with a fair and free expression of the media at all
levels.

Hon. Member: You cannot even read it.

Miss P. Nicholson: Thisis mine. | am bright; | am going to high school. |
also went to the university. | am not like you. [Laughter]

The National Alliance Government in its medium term programme 1989—
1995 projected growth rate at 2.5 per cent in 1992; 3 per cent in 1993; 3.5 per cent
in 1994. Reversal of the growth rate—under this present PNM Government, under
Prime Minister Manning, the growth pattern was reversed under their fumbling in
1992 and 1993 to record negative performance in each of those years.

Now, | am going to deal with inflation. In 1991, inflation was 3.8 per cent
compared with 10.1 per cent in 1994 under this present PNM Government. It is



1035
Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994

very wicked and vindictive. In the intervening years 1992 and 1993, inflation was
6.5 per cent and 10.3 per cent respectively, under that Government. As far as
October, 1994, | saw in the daily newspaper food prices increase by 13.1 per cent.
At this time, one can see that the Minister's statement in the budget was grossly
unfair, wicked and malicious. All the information which | just read can be found
in the Review of the Economy.

By 1991 the rate was 18.5 per cent, from 22 per cent in 1987. In 1991, the
persons employed increased by 26,900 over 1990, to 4,100 persons. This is
compared with 18.1 per cent unemployment rate in 1994, an increase of 7,800
persons employed, from 400,500 persons in 1993, to 412,300 estimated in 1994.
It is not 12,200 the Minister boasted about by simply looking at the second
quarter levels of 1993 and 1994.

| agree with the Member for Couva North and the Member for Oropouche that
the data on unemployment is more significant for what it omits. One wondersiif it
Is deliberate. For example, the unemployment age group 15—25 years cannot be
found in this document. That is the grouping in which one can find the most
unemployment. One wonders why all this information has been omitted. It is very
important. We have to tak about this. These are the documents which have been laid
on the table. When we have to respond to the budget it has to be againg the
background of the information that we have. Nobody can question that. It is factual. If
it is against the background of this document we are on the correct road.

| would now deal with fiscal operations. It is indeed heartening to hear the
Minister talk about fiscal consolidation. He has become a master of the arts in the
preparation of giving some breakfast with a little pinch here and a little pinch
there, so that the starving ministries cannot get what they are supposed to. In
1991, the current account surplus was $702.6 million. [Interruption] | am
addressing the statement made by the Minister of Finance that he met an economy
in chaos and confusion. | am saying that is not so. | am saying that the
Government is too wicked and it has been fooling the people throughout this
country, and we are carrying the offences to the Government now.

In 1991, the current account surplus was $702.6 million. Since then it has
fallen below this amount under this boasting and inexperienced Government. This
Government that does not question a single word that the IMF and the World Bank
tellsit. It just implements.

| am saying that since then it has falen below this amount under this
Government—3$282.6 million in 1992; $332.3 million in 1993 and $419.8 million
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in 1994. This information is found in Appendix 13 of the Review. In 1994, it is
$292.8 million below the 1991 balance.

3.30 p.m.

Where is the chaos and confusion? When a statement like that is made by the
Minister of Finance, he must be a vindictive and callous individual taking the
message from the Member for San Fernando East. [ Interruption]

Madam Speaker: Would you give way to the Member for San Fernando
East?

Miss P. Nicholson: No, Madam Speaker. | will give way on a point of order.
| want every minute. | am very sorry to treat the Prime Minister like this. If it
were on a point of order, | would take my seat. What is his point of order?

Mr. Manning: Madam Speaker, there is a practice in the Parliament—

Miss P. Nicholson: | am breaking the practice. | am not bowing to the Prime
Minister.

Mr. Manning: Butitisbased on courtesy.
Miss P. Nicholson: | am breaking the practice.

In 1991, the overall deficit was $45.9 million. It rose to $643.8 million in
1992 and, in 1994, the deficit increased by $30 million to $75.1 million. They talk
about chaos and confusion and it is realy depressing to sit here and know that
such good and solid work was put down so that they can perform. It was not the
confusion that we met there.

Dr. Rowley: And what happened?

Miss P. Nicholson: Weéll, you all brought people to crucify us. That is what
happened. When we were dealing with privatization, the Member for San
Fernando East told the people to prance on the streets and crucify us. Today, heis
saying that he does not want them to march on him. | heard him say that here
today. These same people are under so much strain and pressure, yet they cannot
open their mouths. | say: "Let them take that!"

| have no sympathy at al for people with ability who did not have the
foresight to see what a good government was doing. They got on in the streets,
they pranced and danced and | am saying: "Let them take that! Let the PNM
Government take that! Let the Ministers take their increase in their salaries and
let them not pay the public servants any!" [Interruption]
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What did | do? When the country was under pressure, | did not send home the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, the workers, the public servants. The first thing |
did was give 5 per cent of my pay. The next year | gave up another 10 per cent.
Let them give up something too, to keep people on their jobs. They said: "Crucify
them!" They are wicked, vindictive and callous, and as soon as they got there,
they said: "We want 100 per cent more!"

Development expenditure is another indicator. The development expenditure
programme in 1991 amounted to $809.8 million. It has been in decline ever since.
It was $511.5 in 1992; $487.2 in 1993 and $605.9 in 1994. This information can
be found in Appendix 15 in the review under the heading Development
Programme. Anybody who wants that information can check it.

Other areas of performance can be compared. It is unfortunate that the
Minister portrayed an erroneous position to the Parliament—contrary to his
oath—and to the nation over the national television stations and radio network.
But if this group concurred to oust a government by coup, what else? He has
certainly learnt some lessons from his lobbyist associates in Washington. The
example was there in the newspapers for everyone to read, so | am not alarmed by
that statement.

If one really analyzes in-depth, they have only marked time. What initiative
have they taken? When one looks at the social aspect they are talking about—
YTEPP, the apprenticeship programme, and all the other programmes were put
down by the NAR government. No initiative has come from this Government.

This Government has not initiated anything new nor—

Mr. Manning: On a point of order, Madam Speaker. | wonder if the hon.
Member for Tobago West would care to tell this Parliament two things: What was
the debt service in 1991 as opposed to 1992, 1993 and 1994? And what were the
oil revenuesin 1990 and 19917

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, that is not a point of order. | am sure
that last week | gave a proper anaysis of that aspect, and | showed that the PNM
Government has been borrowing just as they have been repaying, and I am not
going to get into that area today.

The Government has not initiated anything. This is just a continuation. We
have cleaned up the track and fixed it up nice for agouti to run.

Let me now turn to the domestic economy which has contributed to
performance this year—the petroleum and petrochemical sectors. The Minister
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crowed loudly the praises of the Government in these areas, but let us ask the
guestion: What initiatives have the Government and the Minister of Finance taken
in these areas? | will concede that Enron was introduced not in response to a
public tender, but to PNM culture in this country. Nucor came in and was given
highly questionable incentives. Up to now we do not know at what price they buy
gas. They were literally given the gas at a peppercorn price. Fertrin, Methanol and
Urea were sold to the foreign private sector and it is only today that the Minister
istrying to say something about it in this House. Again, | will not get caught up in
that area because | dealt recently with how they analyzed divestment and
privatization, and | showed that these major organizations have been sold to
foreign private sectors, and the people of Trinidad and Tobago do not know
anything about it.

The Government has not disclosed the nature of these agreements to this
national Parliament. Not a document has been lad on the table for
parliamentarians to analyze and see the transparency of the negotiations. It is with
the same speed that they are moving with T&TEC and WASA. | can remember
when we were organizing to clean up T&TEC and WASA because of the problems
which they had. They were overmanned, there was poor administration,
management and poor accounting. We decided to clean up that institution. The
first thing we wanted to do was to have voluntary separation of a certain number
of workers within a certain age range. The Member for San Fernando East was
the one who led the attack on the Nationa Alliance for Reconstruction. The
Member for San Fernando East, and | do not want to call the name of the one who
died because he was my partner. Canon Clarke—I will always pound his name—a
wicked soul. Madam Speaker, wicked can be used in the House.

Madam Speaker: Let usnot get into [Inaudible] Let us not get into Canon
Clarke.

Miss P. Nicholson: Do not use wicked, Madam Speaker?
Madam Speaker: Do not be so uncharitable to Canon Clarke; he is not here.

Miss P. Nicholson: Y ou mean to somebody outside?

Madam Speaker: Yes.

3.40 p.m.

Miss P. Nicholson: Okay, Madam Speaker, | would take that point.

They led the attack. They said we are wicked, we do not care about people, we
do not want people to get jobs and we are callous. Today, workers are going home
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in their thousands and not a drum is heard and not a funeral note is heard in this
land called Trinidad. But one day they would explode. [Interruption] | do not
mind. | am glad to have thiskind of "tabanca’. [ Interruption]

Madam Speaker: [Inaudible] | have been reading an edition caled Insults
in Parliamentary Language. | think we would have to get some new words in
ours. All right, "tabanca" isone. [Interruption]  Please continue.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, | remember when we were aso
addressing T&TEC and | would bring them to remind the Member for San
Fernando East because | like to remind him. He will recognize | did so on the last
day, but he was not present. The Member for San Fernando East said that we
would come into pressure, an already pressured and beleaguered grouping. Today,
with great haste and aggression, he is taking the same kind of action that we were
taking at that particular point. The workers know, many of them are bowing their
heads in shame because they recognize that they were wrong. As | said, they are
taking it quitely, but one day they would explode.

The petroleum taxation reform regime was commenced in 1988 with the
lowering of the supplemental petroleum tax (SPT) rates of additional oil which
differentiated between marine production and land production. At that time, the
National Alliance for Reconstruction government gave a commitment, that
beginning in 1992 a lower single rate would be introduced and a new "work-over
allowance" will serve as an incentive for increasing "work over activity". This
was clearly recorded in the 1989—1995 Medium Term Macro Planning
Framework. | have a copy of the document | am referring to and | can bring it so
that they can make copies. Madam Speaker, page 94 in the Macro Planning
Framework paragraph 15.8; Farmout on 15.11; Additional Exploration Activity
on 15.1.

The oil companies were party to what took place, they were party to this
understanding. The present Prime Minister, then in Opposition, was highly critical
of this. He said, "We were giving away the national partrimony.” Today, he sold
it so speedily, | cannot believe that thisisthe same individual that has given away
the national patrimony of Trinidad and Tobago. We do not know what the
Government sold those companies for—Methanol, Urea, Fertrin. We do not
know! A wicked soul. [Interruption] In 1992 the Member for San Fernando East
used to call us wicked in this Parliament every Friday, and | am going to call him
wicked, because he is wicked.
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Why do | have to call him wicked? If oneis going to join asmall church and
say one is a Christian, then impose total gambling on the population of Trinidad
and Tobago— [Interruption] All the people—Play Whe, Lotto or whatever it is,
| do not even know the names, when one sees the young unemployed lining the
streets, what is one developing? Laziness, non-production, breakdown in family
structure—that is the reason | am calling him wicked. Breaking down the whole
society of Trinidad and Tobago. [Interruption]

The Member for San Fernando East in Opposition at that time said that we
were selling away the national patrimony. How ironical! In 1992, the
Government had no choice—that is his Government and if one looks on page 5 of
the document one would see why—but to proceed with the completion of the
petroleum tax reform as designed by the National Alliance for Reconstruction.

The only local private sector participant in the methanol plant was Clico. The
NAR encouraged Clico in that venture. The methanol plant was commissioned in
1993 because the plant construction began between 1990 and 1991, nothing to do
with any policy of the PNM Government.

Ironically, this Government instructed the Trinidad and Tobago Methanol
Company to abandon the implementation of an investment decision to build an
MTBE plant. The next thing they did was to sell the methanol company to the
Germans. | dealt with that already last week, that they said that they were only
going to sell 24 per cent to the Germans, the next thing one heard is that about 55
per cent was sold to them and a certain amount is being held in trust for the
people of this country. Our patrimony is being held in trust by the Germans.

It isgrossly unfair, and it is unkind of the Minister of Finance, because | think
that | have given enough evidence to show that the PNM Government under Prime
Minister Manning did not meet the economy in any state of chaos and confusion.
| have argued that before and have showed what he has done. There are many
other areas | can quote but | would not quote them because | want to deal with a
number of other aress.

3.50 p.m.

It is blasphemy to come here and talk about good news. It is good for usto try
to explain how we understand the document to the taxpayers of our country. Most
of the growth has come as a result of external factors as they reflected favourably
to the petrochemical sector in particular. Other representatives for Oropouche and
Couva North—I cannot remember if the Member for Chaguanas also referred to
that point.
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Madam Spesker, ammonia prices peaked at US $206 million per tonne in 1994
from uUs $129 in 1993; Urea peaked at US $152 per tonne in 1994; Methanol
peaked at US $438. There is no guarantee that these prices would continue at those
levels. That point has been made, the cyclical arrangement that emerges out of
that. Those arguments have been made by the Member for Oropouche and it has
aso been made by the Member for Couva North, and | support them very
strenuously. Those markets are very volatile.

The non-oil sector, as admitted by the Minister of Trade and Industry, the
representative for Diego Martin Central, up to a few moments ago, accepted. The
Minister of Finance also admitted that the non-oil sector has not performed well.
We can expect this sector to be traumatized in 1995, as the liberalization of what
the Minister spoke about takes its toll on the local manufacturers. We heard from
the head of the manufacturing grouping. He expressed how they feel. We are not
likely to get out of the woods soon. Sustainability in growth is what you want, and
iIf it isagainst the petrochemical background, we cannot talk and boast as yet. |
am arguing that the growth is fragile, the sustainability of the growth is less than
likely, indeed it isfragile.

As a matter of fact, let me remind this country that the highest rate of
individual taxation was down to 35 per cent in 1991, and for the taxpayers in the
middle brackets it was about 30 per cent. Companiesin 1991 were taxed at 40 per
cent without a business levy. If the Government had built on the foundation laid
by the NAR government, today, the top marginal rate of tax for individuals and
companies would not have exceeded 30 per cent, and for the middle income
brackets it would not have exceeded 25 per cent. This Government has therefore
reversed and delayed for three years the lowering of taxes which would have
enabled lower and middle income earners to enjoy a higher standard of living. So
that the tax benefits lag.

With the business levy | feel the same way as some of other Members fedl.
The introduction of this tax was not in keeping with the maintenance of a simple,
fair and clean system. Before, | thought that it was temporary, but when they have
increased it to 0.5 per cent they have now entrenched the tax, as such the
taxpayers of this country would now absorb this tax by way of higher prices. It
would also prove to be a hardship on marginal small business operators. The
Member for San Fernando East is people-oriented, is caring, yet he is imposing
this wicked tax on these people. Candidly, | feel that the Government should
rethink the measure and at worst, leave it at 0.25 per cent, and eventualy
discontinue it.
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The question of VAT. | could never forget—every time | read it, up to last
night | read it—the infamous VAT. Madam Speaker, the way he is hugging up the
VAT, | cannot believe that this people-oriented Prime Minister is still sitting here,
he has no shame. He should go before the nation on television and apologize. Tell
them he is sorry for the things he did and for what he did in the 1987 to 1991
period. He called the VAT "infamous'. Madam Speaker, the Member for San
Fernando East—if you look on page 9 of his 1989 convention address. It says:

"The reduction of the threshold to a $100,000 annual sales is going to put
undue burden on the people who administrate the tax, only if they are going to
employ a number of people, and would probably cause high yielding areas to
escape.”

In other words, why go down to $100,000 when there are so many people making
endless money and so forth, with whom the limited staff should be working, so
that those high yields should not escape. Why put such weight on the small man?
Exempt traders at $100,000 are treated as ordinary consumers and therefore are
paying VAT on all their purchases which cannot be reclaimed from the Board of
Inland Revenue. Sales at that level produce a net income to an individual trader of
approximately $15,000 to $20,000. | do not feel that level of income tax is now
exempt by the PNM—the Prime Minister said that in this document here—so | do
not feel that they should really bring this grouping into the VAT area. The
concentration should be on the higher yields.

Madam Speaker, the tax on insurance services—I| would not go into that. The
Member for Oropouche gave us a lecture and addressed us from his book.
Basically, it isthe same thing that | am saying, so | would not repeat that.

Concerning the Unit Trust, the Government has given in to the banks in their
demands to remove the incentives under which the contributors to the Unit Trust
benefit.

4.00 p.m.

Madam Speaker, the Government has done this under the guise that the
playing field must be level. However, the Unit Trust is not engaged in the range
of services being offered by the banks. The Unit Trust works on behaf of the
small man; the same small man that the Member for San Fernando East says he
cares about and he is a people-oriented man. Why has he given in to the banks?
These banks will aways make their vulgar profits, so they could stay there. |
strongly recommend that the tax free distributions under the second unit scheme
be continued. The banks will create their own market in mutual funds in spite of
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this benefit. They always do that so the Government does not have to bow to that.
It is important to do things to benefit the small man. | am aarmed that the
Member for San Fernando East and his team have bowed.

Mr. Manning: Haswhat?
Hon. Member: Bowed!

Mr. Sudama: Bent down.
Hon. Member: To whom?

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, when | see how he is hugging up and
bowing to the same people whom he crucified, | really have to laugh.

Mr. Manning: Whom did he crucify?

Miss P. Nicholson: Tourism: In the document, the Minister said that for the
first time in many years, the Government will provide money in support of
destination promotion, therefore, removing any further doubts as to its
commitment to tourism.

Also, the Government has been talking about the restructuring of BWIA. There
are contradictions here. If the Government is serious about tourism, it would not
be selling BWIA to the Acker Group. When the Government is addressing the
economy—I am not an economist but | have an idea—even though it is losing
money on BWIA, specifically—if the Government wants to deal with tourism,
there must be a dedicated airline to back it. [ Interruption]

Madam Speaker, | am going to make my argument. When the Member has his
opportunity he should get up and speak. He should keep quiet now. He is the
Prime Minister, so he must behave with decorum.

There must be a dedicated airline. There was a clear example from BWIA itself
and what it did for Barbados, Antigua and St. Lucia. It is BWIA that developed
tourism in Barbados. Today, Barbados is the hub of air transport in the Caribbean.
That has been lost. Therefore, there can be no PRIDE! All the airlines have moved
out of Trinidad and Tobago and they are in Barbados.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. K. Jurai]

Question put and agreed to.
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Miss P. Nicholson: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and hon. Members. If one
looks at the development in Barbados, St. Lucia and Antigua, one would see the
role that BWIA played in those countries.

Jamaica had Air Jamaica. The Government knew that it was losing money, but
it looked at the economy from a holistic perspective and it recognized that if
tourism was to be developed in Jamaica, there had to be a strong, dynamic,
dedicated airline—that is why the Government kept it—and the spin-offs that
could come from there. After the kind of development that the Government
wanted had taken place, recently, it sold Air Jamaicato the locals of Jamaica.

There is the Jamai ca precedent to show us how important a dedicated airlineis
to tourism. There are the other islands—as | have argued—to show that if Prime
Minister Manning, Member for San Fernando East, is serious about tourism and
the diversification of the economy, he cannot sell BWIA, particularly to the Acker
group which is famous for getting into airlines and running them down
deliberately; a group that came in here as consultants to advise us and is taking
our money to buy our own airline.

Madam Speaker, in the recent World Travel Market Conference, a number of
things occurred. BWIA was not represented at that conference and the operators
who push the Caribbean were alarmed that BWIA was not there and then there was
rumour that BWIA would be pulling out. When certain people from the Acker
group were confronted, they said that when they buy BwWIA, firstly, it would be
going to Barbados and, secondly, they would be pulling out of Europe.

Germany is a gold mine for tourism now. From a Tobago perspective, tourism
has increased by 100 per cent out of Germany. Grafton Beach, 54 per cent from
Germany; Conorado Beach, 98 per cent from Germany; Tropic East, 47 per cent
from Germany. This morning | heard on the radio that the Government of St.
Lucia wanted to meet the Acker group to discuss the scenario. They are worried
because they have aready marketed for 1995 and they are hearing that these
people would be pulling out of Europe. They were supposed to have a meeting
today, so later we should hear something about that. That market is aready
developed. Y ou do not throw away something that is already developed.

Against that backdrop, | cannot see Nealco coming to build a hotel in Tobago
when they do not know how the tourists would be transported, whether from
Europe or wherever, to Tobago. | cannot see Angostura coming to Tobago when
they do not know how the people will be transported to Tobago. Acker is saying
that they would just concentrate on America. That will take some time to develop,
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and by the time that develops that airline has collapsed, and what will be sad is
that our workers who want to be part of the programme will lose their money.

This Government has no other option but to keep BWIA. What is sad about this
Government is that everything the World Bank tells it—there are no decisions that
the Government can make. If the people say to sell, the Government is ready to
sell. There are certain decisions which the Government has to make. Government
has to take certain initiatives. If it wants to develop tourism, it must keep BWIA.
The arrangement cannot be to bring the tourist to Barbados and then use Liat or
Sun Rise to drop them to Trinidad and Tobago. That cannot be done! It is an
impossibility. Today, | make a very strong case for tourism and | educate the
Government. | advise the Government to throw out the consultant. The
Government has to subsidize and keep BWIA if we want development in tourism.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, if the Member is saying that the Frankfurt
route means all of this to Tobago hoteliers, rather than asking Government to
subsidize airlines, isit not a case for the hoteliers to make a payment if they need
that airline on that route?

4.10 p.m.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, | made the case of Jamaica as a
Government—the Jamaican case and their development for tourism. The hon.
Minister seems not to be understanding what 1 am saying. | made the case of
Barbados, and so forth. It is Trinidad money that developed tourism in Barbados
and St. Lucia. That is what | am saying. Now that you are ready to develop
tourism in your country of Trinidad and Tobago you have to use your money to
do so. You have to look at it from a macro-economic perspective. [Desk
thumping]

Dr. Baboolal: Good point.

Miss P. Nicholson: It is not just the institution BWIA which you have to look
at, and | could tell "Mr. Neal & Massy"—whom you are now hugging up, and
whom you used to say is "our boss" and this and that—and | know he would not
come and put his money down in Tobago if he does not know how you are
bringing people to Tobago.

Mr. Maharaj: Heisruling the Cabinet too.

Miss P. Nicholson: Oh yes, the newspapers and everything—total control!
Itisasad day in Trinidad and Tobago. No independence in the media. None. That
Is the worst thing for any country in the world at any time! [Desk thumping]
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The Finance Minister also said that scholarship winners will be given—the
person who wins the President's prize, | think, that person will go right up to
doctorate and the others who win first in the other areas could go anywhere in the
world. | want to make a case for Tobago.

Madam Speaker, the Tobago schools need teachers! If you want an even
playing-field for the Tobago child with the Trinidad child, we wantteachers in the
schools. At our leading school, Bishop's High School, the children in vIB have to
work with VIA so they are struggling at the first year. Really and truly they do not
get a fair two-year programme in A' levels. The Signa Hill School has
complained to me. | spoke to the Member for St. Joseph—I am sorry he is not
here today because | do not like to talk behind people's back—about the Tobago
case with teachers in the schools. The Tobago child is bright, that is why | can
talk here today. [Desk thumping] Look at Dr. Stephan Gift, first every year in his
courses at the University of the West Indies. | believe that Dr. Rowley was first
too, | mean, sometimes he worries me, but he was bright! [Laughter]

Dr. Rowley: Leave meout of your story.

Miss P. Nicholson: He is a little troublesome, Madam Speaker, but he is a
bright boy!

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: "Boy" isthe word.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, Debra Moore-Miggins, first in the legal
course that she did—and | could quote a number of other names—and none of
them won a scholarship at that level. None! Because they are deprived of certain
rights; and Dr. Rowley cannot sit down there, as a Minister from Tobago, and not
let the Tobago child get teachers.

Dr. Baboolal: Yes, you areright.

Mr. Sudama: He comes from Diego Martin West, he cannot go back to
Tobago.

Mr.Maharaj: He has no power, it is Saith who has the power.

Miss P. Nicholson: All | am sayingisthat | am glad for the opening up of the
programme.

Hon. Member: Itis Saith who is Deputy Prime Minister.
Miss P. Nicholson: All | am saying isthat | would like the child—
Hon. Member: Leader's deputy.
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Hon. Member: Y ou do not know about that.

Madam Speaker: The Member for Tobago West is having a problem.
Dr. Rowley: Madam Speaker, on a point of order.

Madam Speaker: Areyou giving way?

Miss P. Nicholson: Sure.

Dr. Rowley: On a point of clarification. | was trying to follow the
presentation of the Member and if she can point out exactly what is the problem.

Miss P. Nicholson: Teachers.
Madam Speaker: She said teachers.
Dr. Rowley: Why does Tobago not have teachers?

Miss P. Nicholson: “Oh gorsh, sit down nah man.” Madam Speaker, they
have asked; the Prime Minister knows about it.

Hon. Member: They are not on speaking terms.

Miss P. Nicholson: The Prime Minister knows about it, the Minister for St.
Joseph knows about it—right through.

Dr. Baboolal: Now the Member for Diego Martin West knows about it.
Hon. Member: They want to throw it back on the THA.

Miss P. Nicholson: | would not come here today just to say that "for so", you
know that.

Mr. Jurai: He cannot go back to Tobago.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, there is the problem of tech/voc—a
continuation of that problem. This year, $1.5 million has been given for Signa
Hill. That is insufficient, that cannot do anything. They should not be giving less
than $3 million. [Interruption] “Oh gorsh, man, behave yourself nah man,
Trevor.”

Dr. Baboolal: That isright, give the lady a chance.

Miss P. Nicholson: Yes, Madam Speaker, | want to say here that $3 million,
at least, is needed for the tech/voc wing at Signal Hill.

Madam Speaker, | was very surprised that when | looked at the documents,
the sports area, we saw a problem emerging again. Last year and the year before
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we had to argue here that when funding is given for certain sports programmes,
they stay in Trinidad and decide which one must get the money. So if the people
put down five projects, they cross out three and put the money for two. | am
appealing again. The Tobago House of Assembly has asked me to make a
strenuous case. The people want to make their own policy. Tobagonians want to
do that.

They have put down five sporting programmes, you have given $580,000 and
the major areas they might have wanted to do, you have crossed them out—the
hard courts for the Whim Village, Goodwood Village and Speyside. Y ou have | eft
in Shaw Park and some other little ground. Those other areas are very important
and the people might like to choose to spend the money on those. Shaw Park is
somewhere that we should not do anything else on. | am surprised that they even
listed Shaw Park, because it is run down, the land is eroding, and what Tobago
needs is a proper sporting complex and it cannot be located at Shaw Park because
of the movement of the land there and what is happening.

What Tobago really wants is an acquisition of somewhere like Shirvan Park to
be developed into a proper sporting complex. So the money should really be for
the hard courts at Whim, Goodwood and Speyside, to help to take the young
people off the streets.

Further, they had put down an indoor sports hall because, you remember,
Madam Speaker, we had a heavy argument here because they were given funding
for four indoor sports halls and | asked where is the funding for Tobago? Okay?
| do not even think anything happened last year. | think it is only just recently that
the Member for Port of Spain South turned the sod for the hockey ground and, |
think, one of the indoor sports hals. | do not know why she has not turned the sod
for the others because it should be the same sports hall.

Tobago has put down in its budget "indoor sports hall" and that was crossed
out and | want to know why. We want our indoor sports hall in the interim
because of the run-down state of Shaw Park—an indoor sports hall in the same
style of the sports halls throughout Trinidad. | do not see that there should be a
difference. It is just the same design you need and you put it down with all the
facilities—basketball, table tennis, boxing and what have you; it is the same—as
the onethat | built at St. Paul Street. | am so proud every time | hear them playing
there, Madam Speaker.

Hon. Member: You built that in Trinidad?
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Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, when you look at the Public Sector
Investment Programme 1995, on page 30, "Urban Redevelopment”, it reads:

“Severa major urban development projects have been cleared for
implementation using a variety of financing approaches. The projects include:

(@ National Performing Arts Centre

(b) Nationa Library

(c) National Security and Legal Complex

(d) Restoration of the Red House

(e) Restoration of the Old Police Headquarters
(f)  Chancery Lane Building, San Fernando.”
4.20 p.m.

Madam Speaker, Tobago is a part of the unitary state of Trinidad and Tobago.
[Interruption] Behave yourself, “nah” man! Why are you interfering? You have
not even heard my argument as yet but you boring in.

Hon. Member: Heis ageologist!

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, the point that | am making, in Tobago
you do not have a proper performing arts centre, just something temporary. When
people from all over the world come to the country to put on a show, or when
there are the big shows from Trinidad and they want to come to Tobago, you do
not have anywhere proper. | am saying that the same financing approaches must
be made so that Tobago must have a national performing arts centre. If not this
year, | would like to see something like that in the budget next year.

It is very important because people cannot develop unless they can give off
their steam in those ways and develop their culture, and so on. Where you have
Queen's Hall, the Stadium, Naparima Bowl, there is none in Tobago. There is a
temporary place at Shaw Park that is used. | would have thought that any
government, looking at something like that would address that area.

| feel that we have some problems still to come in this country. | believe that
even though growth is seen, it is not sustainable, because of how the funding
came for that, from the petrochemical industry, and | pointed out the prices and so
forth. I am alarmed at the approach the Prime Minister has used towards the small
man that he cares so much about.



1050

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[MISS NICHOL SON]

| want, again, to make a case—I could be crucified—that we must have this
gambling scenario that | see in this country. Y ou see laziness; you see the people
leaving their work sites; you could see thisis all that they are addressing. That is
not something good for the country. You see laziness emerging. You see the
people going into the banks and taking out their small savings, hoping to win
millions. That is not what you should promote in a country. | am very surprised
that the Prime Minister, coming from the Christian background, is supporting
something like that. You could just look at it. Sometimes | stand up and watch
different areas for several minutes in Tobago, and in Trinidad also, and | could
see that it would affect family life in this country, and that is already bad. We
must not do anything else to make it worse.

| am appealing to the Prime Minister to withdraw the "Play Whe" from his
programmes. It is not good for the country. | am aarmed that the Church is so
quiet on an issue like that. The Church should be mobilizing and moving up and
down the streets for that to be withdrawn from this country.

| am very pleased to make my contribution here today. | had to get up to tell
St. Ann's East that he is grossly unfair and | am going to use his colleague's
words, “vindictive, wicked and callous’, when he said that he met an economy
that was in chaos and confusion. If he had met that, he could not stand up in this
House today or last week Friday to read a budget.

| hope that the Members will continue to work hard next year and learn from
everything that | have done. With respect to housing, | was aarmed to see the
Member for Point Fortin struggling to read a public servant's report to tell us that
those are his achievements. What | liked about it, when | listened to it, | felt great,
even though | had cut my track for the agouti to run.

Madam Speaker, the 1ADB loan under the National Alliance for
Reconstruction was US $66.1 million.

Madam Speaker, how much timedo | have?

Madam Speaker: You have seven minutes, but | will ask the House, seeing
that it is the tea break, to allow you to go on an extrafive. We will break, instead
of 4.30 at 4.35 p.m.

Miss P. Nicholson: There were 16 new sites with 5,000 service lots. Squatter
regularization; PNM knew nothing about that. The whole idea emerged out of the
National Alliance for Reconstruction. | believe the Member for St. Augustine will
want to say much more on it. From the IDB funding also, a certain amount, | think
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it was Us $6.4 million, was supposed to go to 13 squatter sites; Bamboo
Settlement; Maturita; Triangle; New City, Vaencia—he named all of them—
Zone Eight, Arima; Warden Road; Malick Phase |; Blitz Village, Bagatelle;
Upper Leon Street; Waterhole; Soogrim Trace. When | |eft, the contract started at
Bamboo Settlement on Maturita; the tender document was completed for New
City, Valencia; Bamboo Village infrastructure was going on, and so on.

The reason deeds were not released as yet had to do with the survey and legal
boundaries. But the whole foundation of the work was done.

4.30 p.m.

We used that approach because we felt that the time had come to bring back
that independent struggle into the country and move away from the dependency
syndrome.

The Minister named the sites: Bon Air West, 790 lots; Harmony Hall, 508;
Couva North—Phase |, 508; Debe—Phase I, 177; La Paille, 152; Union Hall,
733; Malabar—Phase 1V, 523; Buen Intento, 369, Cader Hall, 100; Southern
Gardens, 200; Couva North—Phase |1, 224; Glenroy, 100; Kumar Village, 100;
Caroni, 150. One was supposed to go to Mason Hall, but | think we changed that
idea, and | do not know what happened to that. Bermudez Trace, over 5,000 lots.

Madam Speaker, we also developed a programme with the banks where over
$80 million was raised. Out of that programme, up to the time when | was there,
over 1,200 people built their homes. So, when they say Sister Pam did not build
any houses, they are not speaking the truth. [Interruption] More than fib. | would
not even mention the amount of money that this Government wasted in this
country.

We aso did the Bart Street apartment block. That was complete, it was just
the externa drainage that was to be done; 28 units. Ramdial Mahabir Land—
Phase I, that was started; Phase Il did not start, and Almond Drive did not start,
but—

Dr. Lasse: Madam Speaker, on a point of order. | think the Member for
Tobago West is misleading the House. With reference to Ramdial Mahabir Lands,
when this Government came into power that project was stopped and restarted.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, that is not true; the Member is
misleading the House. That is not true at all.

A number of settlements constructed were dormitory types, no physical and
community recreational facilities. La Horquetta—that is the area of the Member
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for Arouca South—Maloney; Edinburgh 500, Bon Air, Malabar, Trou Macaque,
Powder Magazine, Embacadere. We gave recreational facilities to those areas.

Mr. Narine: Madam Speaker, on a point of correction. No recreational
facilities were provided for Bon Air. | would like the Member to withdraw that
Statement.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, we had many problems with the people
of Maloney, Malabar and La Horquetta who were questioning the quality of their
homes. We had to revalue those homes and cut down the prices. Vaencia—the
price of the home was $140,842, it went down to $91,933; Malabar was $168,769,
it went down to $83,500; Bon Air was $106,206, it went down to $72,150.
[Interruption] They were not houses. The Members opposite have no shame.

Madam Speaker: The Member has two minutes more to wind up.

Miss P. Nicholson: Madam Speaker, Maloney was $133,995, it went down
to $67,666; Edinburgh 500, $131,914, it went down to $55,250; Lisas Gardens,
Couva, went down from $161,449 to $85,000.

Madam Speaker, the programme that is going on now is just a continuation.
The Minister ought to be ashamed, that is why he cannot even read what is in the
document. | feel proud when | listen to him to know that | have made such a great
contribution to settlement in Trinidad and Tobago.

| end by saying that we have to work very hard to change the economical
scenario in this country. The whole unemployment situation is still in crisis. | say
that we have to be honest and fair, and we have to move with integrity and
principle if we have to change Trinidad and Tobago.

Thank you.

Madam Speaker: The sitting of the House is suspended until five minutes
past five o'clock.

4.35 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
5.15 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Mr. Desmond Allum (Port of Spain North/S.. Ann’s West): Madam Speaker,
it gives me a great deal of pleasure to make a modest contribution to the budget
debate. But, before | go into the substance of what | want to say, | would first of
al, congratulate the Member for Tobago West for her very spirited contribution to
this debate, and to tell her that | empathize with the hurt that she feels after,
having been a prominent member of a government that had an overwhelming
majority in the five years prior to the PNM taking office.
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It would seem that her contribution to the debate is sort of symptomatic of the
way in which she conducted her ministry. She was the person charged with the housing
ministry and one would have expected, after the performance of the Minister of
Housing and the litany of good works that he did during his stewardship, a more
substantial contribution in that area. But my friend left it for virtually what was
overtime, and | think that was the fault of the NAR. They had many goods plans
but slept for four and a half years and then sought to try to do everything.

The electorate is not fooled. So that there are lessons to be learnt and far from
the Prime Minister having anything to apologize for, | think he is to be
congratulated for what he did during the five years of Opposition. There are
lessons to be learnt in the way in which he conducted himself in Opposition. He
brought a party that had been virtually decimated, 33—3, and brought and
breathed new life into it and was worthy of carrying the PNM into office.

Our Government has not spent its time in vindictiveness and malice, but came
into office very quietly, examined the plans that were in progress under the PNM,
took a dispassionate |ook at them, and those that were worthy of carrying through,
our Government has implemented them far more efficiently than the NAR
government did. [ Desk thumping]

Madam Speaker, it is quite remarkable that most of the pleasant memories
which | have take me back to my early childhood. | had one such memory at the
conclusion of the hon. Minister of Finance's budget presentation. | was taken back
to my school bench in Fyzabad under the tutelage of Harold Telemague, one of
the greatest educators to have passed through Tobago and Trinidad.

| have deliberately put Tobago first because Mr. Telemague was a Tobagonian,
which demongtrates that Tobago is quite capable of producing goods things and bad.

Mr. Telemague, himself an internationally acclaimed poet, insisted that we
should commit to memory some of the better known poems. And, one such was
Horatius—of ancient Rome, by Thomas Macaulay. Most of my generation would
recall some of the linesin that poem particularly, the part that says:

"Hew down the bridge, Sir Consul,
With all the speed ye may;

[, with two moreto help me,

Will hold the foe n play—

In yon strait path a thousand

May well be stopped by three"
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The lines which came back to me when the Minister took his seat to
resounding applause from both sides began like this—and if one remembers what
the poem was about; the Tuscans were about to invade Rome, there was a
connecting bridge and the Tuscans had an overwhelming force about to invade the
city and it was essentia that the Romans be given a chance to break it down
before the Tuscans could go across.

After Horatius had valiantly defended the bridge, and the two others who had
stood beside him had crossed before the bridge went down, the bridge, in fact,
was destroyed and he was left aone to face the hordes. He looked toward the
Tiber and said:

“ *Oh Tiber: Father Tiber!

To whom the Romans pray,

A Roman'slife, aRoman's arms,
Take thou in charge this day!”’

So he spake, and, speaking, sheathed
The good sword by his side,

And, with his harness on his back,
Plunged headlong in the tide.

No sound of joy or sorrow

Was heard from either bank,

But friends and foes, in dumb surprise,
With parted lips and straining eyes,
Stood gazing where he sank;

And when above the surges

They saw his crest appear,

All Rome sent forth arapturous cry,
And even the ranks of Tuscany

Could spare forbear to cheer.”

| recalled that poem because of the spontaneous reaction on both sides of the
House to the presentation, of the budget, which was in fact, prolonged applause.
But remembering that they are in Opposition, the Members were somewhat
embarrassed by that, and have spent all the time trying to excoriate the budget
which has been presented.

Madam Speaker, what | would regard as one of the privileges as a
backbencher, and not being part of the decision-making of Government's policy,
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Is a greater freedom to criticize, if necessary, and to do so constructively. In fact,
our party has a very healthy democracy and they recognize that. So that the
Minister of Finance will not construe it as any kind of disloyalty if | do not
applaud uncritically everything that has been done.

In the 1995 budget statement the Government has made every effort to
address the most immediate needs of the nation. At times when a number of
difficult decisions face us we have to make difficult choices. The Government is
guided by the need to restructure our economy so that we would be able to
compete internationally, otherwise we run the risk of being marginalized as a
nation. The Government is also guided by the need to care for those among us
who are most affected by this period of adjustment.

The Government is aso guided by the need to rehabilitate al our
infrastructures in order to serve the nation in socia and economic ways. The
budget for 1995 has sought to do these things to the fullest extent of our
resources.

The main features of the Government’s Public Sector Investment Programme
are as follows: magjor drainage and flood control rehabilitation; replacement of
water mains; rehabilitation of sewerage plants; comprehensive programme of road
rehabilitation; major improvement of educational facilities; small business
assistance programmes; tourism action plan; accelerated housing programmes,
and anew skills development programme.

These measures in themselves will lead to the creation of jobs. Commendable
as the above are badly needed as they are, there is still a more desperate situation
facing thousands of our fellow citizens. Additional measures are needed. In some
cases, people have very little to eat, possess only the clothing on their backs, have
no shelter of any kind, no prospects, and are in ill-health with a bleak future.

| am pleased to say that my Government is continuing to implement measures
to address the plight of such poor and to prevent the middle class of our society
from eroding and dliding backwards into poverty. These are reflected in the
budget statement.

5.25 p.m.

Some of the measures which will merit a special look are health care and
education. The nation and my constituency have benefited from the programme to
rehabilitate social infrastructure, particularly in primary health care; in education
and training upgrading for work force appropriate to our evolving economy.
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For example, in my constituency work has been done in upgrading the
facilities of the St. Ann’s Hospital. That hospital is now unrecognizable. From
being the Cinderella of the health services it has now become its flagship.
Additionally, many of my young constituents have benefited from some of the
special training programmes under the National Apprenticeship Scheme aswell as
YTEPP and others. The Government is allocating over one and a half billion
dollars to the upgrading of these social infrastructure areas, as an expression of its
understanding of the importance for the future well-being of our nation.

The tax relief for hardship is a measure that would most benefit spouses,
especially women; in many cases very young women with several children of
whom they are the sole support, since the fathers have abandoned both the
mothers and children. The burden of these women often include trying to work, as
well as to care for the children, educate them and provide day care during
working hours as necessary. Many such mothers are very young women with no
jobs, work training and marketable skills. There are not many prospects at all.

The tax exemption is on maintenance payments received from the fathers, up
to $1,200 per child per annum. Maintenance payments from absentee fathers are
rarely very much, often sporadic and the above mentioned relief is welcomed. It
may be time to consider an additional provision, namely that such a mother’s
personal tax exemption be raised to permit a greater level of freedom from
hardship, and a better standard of life for her and her children, so that they do not
grow up malnourished, underdeveloped and unloved people, to be a further drain
on society through being unmarketable in the economy, and possibly turning
therefore to crime.

Single working mothers with several children should be a special focus of
relief, since on their shoulders fall many of the socia problems that beset society
today, and often, they simply cannot cope because of the lack of resources and
skilled support. It isin that context, | applaud the work that is being done in the
Ministry of Social Development. The hon. Minister has outlined a very
comprehensive programme. | had a discussion with her and she said that in the
time alotted she really was only able to deal with less than half of the
programmes that they have.

This is symptomatic of the PNM’s whole philosophy. To demonstrate that
caring and link with the—what might be described in some cases—more
disadvantaged in the society. There is clearly an important lesson to be learnt
from that. | think | recall the Member for Caroni East sought to pay the Minister
of Finance a left-handed compliment, in her contribution, by saying that she
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complimented him for his masterful presentation and that the whole essence of
what he was doing was PR. PR is not to be derided. | think that if any lesson the
NAR would have learnt, that is the one they would have learnt. It is essential to
communicate with people whom one represents. It does not matter how grandiose
the plans are, if one does not find it possible to communicate and let people know
what is being done, one would end up like the NAR. | think that is one of the
essential differences. This Government has recognized that it is going through a
very difficult period, but at every opportunity, whether it be at Piggot’s Corner or
in Laventille, the PNM takes the opportunity of trying to communicate to let the
people know what it is doing, but at the same time, painting a vision of a better
lifefor all.

Another important area of the Government's initiative has to do with the
SHARE programme. This programme is meeting the immediate and short-terms
needs of destitute people. From a human point of view, it can be a dehumanizing
and ego shattering experience to be so desperate as to have to go to strangers hat
in hand for food, and to have to reveal all of on€e's situation to them. As a result,
many people do not go, and one wonders how they survive.

Trinidad is till by comparison with a lot of other countries comparatively
rich, and could easily feed its people from available domestic resources. The
shame of homeless people, sick people in the streets; people with no food and no
prospects and no one to care, is not worthy of a nation such as Trinidad and
Tobago. SHARE can probably do even better, and even better serve the real needs
of the destitute which include food, clothing shelter and a productive way in
which to pass their time.

The Government is on the right track in making the resources available to the
private and non-profit sectors to become partners in social services delivery.
Some of the schemes that are in place are the Youth Training and Employment
Partnership Programme (YTEPP), the Unemployment Relief Programme (URP), the
National Apprentice Programme and the Civilian Conservation Corps. These are
the areas in which the Government has been seeking to address some of the needs
in the society, particularly as they impact upon the young people.

These are all very good ideas. They have a short-term impact but whose
merits however would lose some of their shine, in view of the fact that large
numbers of people being trained may or may not have acquired skills marketable
in the Trinidad and Tobago economy, and in fact, most simply may not find a job
anyway, even if their skill and training are good. Training has to be tied to present
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and future job availability, but it must also provide the entrepreneurial skills with
which to utilize the training.

| think that point was made by the very articulate Member for Chaguanas, that
there is the need for us to sit as a society and see the direction in which we are
going; what are the needs of the society and to prepare the coming generation to
take their place in the new society that is being built. Training has to be related to
the job market demands of the present and future economies of Trinidad and
Tobago.

The evolution of work and production is so rapid now that we risk being a
step behind always, unless some vision is exercised in ensuring that the young
people of Trinidad and Tobago have a future. This means that we must have an
overall macro plan for the country in economic terms that has a chance of
working, and provides a large number of jobs that young people, particularly, can
opt into, and out at will.

One approach to furnish this kind of situation is the set up of industrial parks
in free trade zones, to assemble high valued goods from components from North
America and Asian sources for onward shipment beyond Trinidad and Tobago,
such as South America and West Africa. The highly literate and adaptable labour
force in Trinidad and Tobago is eminently suited to do, profitably for themselves
and our national economy, some of the—what has been described as—income
transfer initiatives taken by the Government. | must confess that the budget
statement did not give a very clear picture of how some of the programmes would
evolve. Very little projections have been given, except for SHARE, the recipients
of which rose by about 50 per cent between 1993 and 1994. In view of the
continued high unemployment, and the limited income that destitute people could
obtain through social programmes, not only are the poor suffering, but the middie
class of Trinidad and Tobago is eroding. This is the backbone of any society, and
with its decline the nation's fabric begins rending in a very serious fashion. The
whole tax base begins to disappear and the human resources, the brains to power
the country for and in the future, are not developed.

5.35p.m.

While we do agree that these programmes are needed in the short run, we feel
that resources for them should not only be increased over the amount available
last year, but the programmes should be incorporated into a coherent policy and
programme.
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The School Feeding Programme: We applaud this progranmme by the
Government. In many cases the provision of food may be the only significant
nutritious intake by many children, and the increase in resources to broaden the
base of this programme is welcome. The main weakness in the manner of
administering the programme presently is the amost arbitrary choice by the
schools of pupils igible in some cases, while those who are sometimes most in
need go hungry. By widening the programme, of course, this problem will

disappear.

In term of the public utilities rehabilitation, we applaud the initiatives which
are supposed to be taken under WASA. The 1995 budget statement says what
many of us wish to hear about WASA plans. Parts of my constituency have no
water; parts have sporadic water supply and in many areas very few households
have an acceptable constant supply of water. Often where there is a supply, the
pressure is so low as to make the supply difficult to use. In view of the danger to
life and property due to alack of clean water under good pressure, we run the risk
of serious losses in property through fires, loss of life and danger of illness by not
having a secure and potable supply of water

We applaud, therefore, the provision in the 1995 budget statement of
something of the order of $7 million for immediate infrastructural rehabilitation,
and | think that over the next four years, it is projected that something of the order
of $440 million will be put into this area.

A topic which affects my constituency, as it does Central Trinidad, is drainage
and flood control. In my constituency the experience of the St. Ann’s River flash
flood in October, 1993, underscores the concerns of many who live within that
river’'s catchment area. Such a flood can easily happen again, and cause even
greater loss of life along with massive property damage. Action to rectify some of
the conditions which led to the flood and to repair damage created by the flood
should be possible under the budget provisions for 1995.

Many of the residents of St. Ann’s, one of the oldest historic communities in
Port of Spain, are reminded daily of the flood and damage when they cross the
damaged bridge over the St. Ann's River, actually risking harm to themselves and
their vehicles, since repairs have not yet been effected. We hope that the
allocations under the 1995 budget will make that work possible.

| observe my colleague from Diego Martin East looking at me. | would like to
assure him that we are conscious of the work which has been done under the
Ministry of Works, both under the URP and under the more substantive arm of the



1060

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[MR. D. ALLUM]

Drainage Division. Much work has been done, and the point I am making is that
much remains to be done.

The residents of Simon Valley are grateful for the extensive reparation work
in that area. While the Ministry of Works carried out some work on the river to
facilitate the through flow of water during high rainfall, a more systematic clean-
out of the river bed during dry season—from top to bottom—is critical, since the
pile-up of rubble can cause the formation of dams which lead to flooding and
flash floods.

The experience of thousands of people in Central Trinidad during the past
week of heavy rains serves as a reminder of the dire need for flood control
measures on a nationwide basis. It is good to see that just such a measure will be
undertaken in 1995 by the Government.

Roads and Bridges: We are very pleased that some roads in Trinidad and
Tobago, and in my constituency, are being resurfaced. | am particularly pleased
about the work done on Ariapita Road, but | would remind the Minister that the
roads in Cascade are in a particularly bad state of repair. | did in fact raise this
guestion with the Minister a day or two ago and he says that his Ministry remains
poised to do this work, but WASA has to lay certain mains and it would be
counter-productive to undertake resurfacing. He says that he is waiting on the
Minister of Public Utilities to carry out the upgrading of the WASA lines there
before he resurfaces. It is not very often that | get a commitment out of that
Minister, but when | do, | know it will be fulfilled.

It would seem logical that the heavily travelled and the most damaged roads
would be done as early as possible. While, of course, some heavily travelled and
some badly damaged roads have been repaired, so have many with little or no
damage and lightly travelled, while others in the heavily travelled and damaged
categories still await attention. Some resurfacing is being done without reducing
the crown of the road, thus creating conditions that lead to accidents and damage
to vehicles. As the kerb side gutters deepen, vehicles run off the side and damage
is done.

My constituents are grateful for the repairs done within it and we are
confident that some of the worse sections left to be done in St. Ann's and
Belmont, for example, will also be done shortly. In many cases it may be possible
simply to repair the surface and fill in potholes at much less cost than redoing and
raising the entire surface.
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The Environment: The 1995 budget statement deals with an overview of
environmental concerns. The Government has to take an overview and a long-
range approach, but facing all of us is the more immediate concern—the garbage
that is continuing to litter and pile up everywhere in Port of Spain and the East-
West Corridor of Trinidad. This garbage is a significant environmental hazard in
itself and will not disappear because new environmental laws are passed. To get
rid of it requires social action now, since Trinidad and Tobago stands to lose out
in tourism and in other ways, for example, foreign investment, if this is the face
we present to the world.

To talk about recycling now is to indicate that we are 20 years behind the rest
of the world in this respect. The beaches of both Trinidad and Tobago are full of
refuse—predominantly plastic and plastic containers. There is no way that a
tourist will return or recommend to any of his friends a return to a place where
there are potentially the most beautiful beaches anywhere in the world but where
one has sometimes to be picking one's way through ajungle of garbage.

Action to stop littering and to pick up and dispose of garbage which at present
covers aimost all of the northwest peninsula of Trinidad and Tobago, on atimely
basis, must be immediate and effective. A community level programme must be
put in place to achieve it. Action on this begins at home, with each and every
individual, with good habits taught to young children. This must be
complemented by a sanitation department which does its jobs effectively and is
properly equipped to meet the rea needs of the nation. Once a recycling
programme is added to this approach, we will have at last an effective clean-up
and environmentally healthy disposal system.

The Government is to be commended on the transformation of Independence
Square, now the Brian Lara Promenade. As it is, part of the legacy belonging to
all of us has now been restored to our citizens. It is also a fact that moneys have
been alocated for similar work on the Queen's Park Savannah. | confess to a
strong feeling for the Queen's Park Savannah and regard it as one of the most
important resources in the constituency and in the city. It is potentialy such a
beautiful place. We are fortunate for the vision of early town planners who left us
such an oasis. Similar parks disappear from cities around the globe in the march
for progress. | do hope that the work on the savannah would be done soon.

5.45 p.m.

| recal in the 1994 Budget, the Minister of Finance had indicated that moneys
had been allocated for the rehabilitation, but | do not think any work was done
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there during 1994. | hope in the new allocation it would be possible. | wish to
remind the Minister of Finance of the nightmare that he faces. In my presentation
last year | indicated about eight different agencies which had responsibility for
eight different parts of the Queen's Park Savannah. | want to warn him that
bureaucraticaly it is going to be a very difficult job, it might require the passing
of special legidation to vest the Queen’s Park Savannah in some new authority.

Small business development initiatives: The allocation of $14 million is a
most welcomed initiative as it has the most potential for people to move into
productive business in a self-help fashion, with the impetus that a small injection
of capital can give. It is to be hoped that the process whereby potential small
businessmen apply for such support is made easy and speedy, otherwise the time
and energy consumed in the application process would aready exceed the
potential benefits. One would recall that as one of the points made by the Leader
of the Opposition when he described the process for getting approval, either under
the IDC or TIDCO. | think, very clearly those bottlenecks would have to be
addressed and removed.

It is clear from the energy, creativity and sheer enterprise that Trinidadians
demonstrate in preparations for and the running of the annual carnival, that we do
have a nation of people who know how to strive, to think for themselves, to plan
and carry out long term strategies. These are all qualities admirably suited, even
necessary, | would say, to run asmall business.

| have no doubt that a large number of our citizens could successfully set up
and run small businesses in sectors where there is demand. Not only do such
businesses employ the individual entrepreneur, they also grow, and add staff to
meet new demand. It may well be, that this kind of developmental activity is the
most likely to generate the jobs that we so badly need.

| wish, particularly, to commend the Government on the initiative it took two
months ago—and that was the responsibility of the Minister of Social
Development—to bring together interested NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago in an
eight-day seminar to look at the socio-economic situation of the nation, and at the
plight of those that are the most disadvantaged.

In addressing any problem there are macro ways, and there are micro ways to
tackle it. | feel a partnership of Government and NGOs is an excellent micro way
to tackle delivery of socia servicesto some of the target groups of disadvantaged
in our society that can best be reached via the NGOs that are very grass roots
indeed, and closest to the most needy of our nation.
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It is clear from a reading of our newspapers and a look at our own statistics,
that social problems are of such urgency that every possible means to deal with
them must be implemented as quickly as possible.

By describing a partnership of Government and NGOs as "an excellent micro
way" | really mean that it is probably the lowest cost and most cost-effective way
to deliver services directly to those that most need it, hence it is an approach most
worthy of immediate trial.

That such an approach is cost-effective is true, however, only as long as
Government agrees to a working partnership which would not change the
essential character of NGOs. It is this character that makes them useful for the
purpose and, if changed, would destroy the very thing Government seeks to do in
theNGO'srole.

This is not to say that a process would not be necessary, some mechanisms
and procedures must be adhered to—this is understood. Moneys, be they public or
from multi-lateral donor agencies, must be well spent and closely accounted for.
NGOs will agree to do this, and would do it well. They would also carry out their
role in the partnership, as long as each NGO does what it has aways done best,
and does not try to restructure itself to build an empire in social services delivery
in areas in which it has no experience.

| must put in a plug here for my constituency. | spoke a bit last year of the
Cotton Tree Foundation, which is a charitable, non-profit organization which we
have set up in the constituency. This Foundation has a plan and we hope to find a
role in the new initiative taken in the Ministry of Social Development. | believe
that organizations such as the Cotton Tree Foundation, which is entirely
community-based and a volunteer, non-profit, registered charitable organization,
could make a significant impact on the problems the most disadvantaged among
us face. It could provide services to its immediate community and to a broader,
needy clientele under certain circumstances. It could raise funds from a number of
varied sources. It could work directly with Government. It has a track record of
assistance to the neediest. It operates on a self-help principle and much more. In
fact, this has been borne out by the work that was done by this group in the
aftermath of the flood in 1993, when we raised something of the order of
$120,000 which went into some rehabilitation works and helped needy families
whose homes had been destroyed.

Here, | want to place on record our gratitude to the German Embassy, which
in very short order, made available to us some $50,000 worth of materials. That is
the sort of partnership one looks to build in the society.
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We at the Cotton Tree believe that we could work in a consultative and co-
ordinated fashion with other NGOs, to avoid duplication of services, and to assist
in policy formulation for a future in which the NGOs are very real and meaningful
partners with Government in the entire process of social services, from concept to
final delivery. This, however, requires a commitment by the NGOs to regular
communications with one another, and the establishment of a co-ordinating body,
to act asa kind of secretariat for the NGOs nationally. The Cotton Tree Foundation
is prepared to undertake that role, especialy if we could ascertain that this
initiative would be welcome and would be reviewed after an initial two years to
allow achange, if necessary.

To achieve the above requires dsoacommitment by Government towork effectively
and expeditioudy with those NGOs that perform, that is that they are responsive; they
are responsible; they meet their commitments on time; they serve specific target groups
of the disadvantages and they have established atrack record of performance.

| believe that the budget which has been presented to the nation, and the
partnership which it foreshadows and fosters, such as the one | have just talked
about, would help carry us past this difficult period into a new era of stability, and
the rebuilding of prosperity through an appreciation of the rich capital, which are
the people of this nation. Our greatest asset is not oil, gas, fine beaches or a
beautiful natural setting—these are all a bonus—our greatest asset is the human
resources that we seek to nurture and mobilize for their own and all our futures.

| thank you, Madam Speaker.
5.55 p.m.

Mr. Krish Jurai (Nariva): Madam Speaker, | rise to make my comment on
the 1995 Budget. | find it very heartening to speak after the Member for Port of
Spain North/St. Ann's West, my good friend and colleague for over 20 years. | am
a member of Lincoln's Inn and as | listened to the Member for Port of Spain
North/St. Ann's West | thought what a waste of human resource; a brilliant legal
mind, administrator-cum-poet, certainly talents which are not recognized by the
Prime Minister for a senior post in Cabinet. It leaves me to wonder why he was
shafted for the post of National Security or Attorney General. As the frustrated
Member for Port of Spain North/St. Ann's West is now relegated to the doldrums,
at least he finds solace in reading poems. Madam Speaker, | am no poet, but | too
would like to add my bit—my poem would go like this:

“Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note, o'er the course of the rampart
we hurried.
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Not asoldier discharged hisfarewel shot, o' er the grave of the hero we buried.”

Madam Spesker, that would be the epitaph that we would write on the political
grave of each Member of the PNM &fter the next generd election. [ Desk thumping]

Mr. Manning: “There was a naughty boy, a naughty boy was he!”

Mr. K. Jurai: Madam Speaker, | would deal with the Member for San
Fernando East later on. Do not worry.

Before | delve into the meat of my contribution | would like to make a few
general comments. We have seen that the PNM Government has presented
numerous budgets in this honourable House since 1956. Would you believe that
every budget presented here smells of the same old rat? [Laughter] It istypical
of the PNM that during the first three or four years of the life of the Government
they gouge out people's eyes and take out every morsel of food from their mouth.
The Government makes life difficult for the poor people of this country. They
make things real bad so that the slightest relief that the poor people get comes to
them as an oasis in the desert.

Once again, we see the typical PNM Government that worked. During the first
three years of this present Government we have seen massive retrenchment in
government departments, the public utilities, WASA and T&TEC to name a few.
Workers in every regional corporation have been retrenched, whilst the poor
people of this country continue to suffer from the want of employment, jobs, food,
water, electricity and good roads, but Members of the PNM Government continue
to featherbed themselves at the expense of the poor people of this country.

In the fourth year in the life of yet another PNM Government, they come to this
House with a massive public relations exercise in the form of a 1995 budget. The
PNM, again, made things difficult during the years 1992, 1993 and 1994 for the
people of this country, and now in 1995 which is not very far away, they are here
once again promising the people milk and honey, true PNM style. This tells me
that the general election date is drawing nearer! Let me warn this country that the
only people who would benefit from this budget are the very rich, who would also
benefit from tax relief and the jetsetters who could travel freely and bring in
goods to the value of $1,200; whilst the poor in the country would continue to
suffer at the hands of this Government.

| now go to the meat of my contribution. Madam Speaker, it is with a very
heavy heart that | rise today to make a contribution in this House. [Interruption]
The sector which falls under my portfolio iscriticaly ill and isin danger of dying.
What depresses me most is the fact that it is not dying from natural causes. The
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manufacturing sector is the victim of a cruel and heartless assassination plot by
the PNM administration. This masochistic Government seems intent on severing
this important limb of the body politic—[ Interruption] Thank you, Member for
San Fernando East. You see, | never went to a high schooal, | studied part-time and
| got a scholarship to the University of London. [Interruption] | did that. So |
could be excused for small mistakes and pronunciations you now.

Madam Speaker, manufacturers in Trinidad and Tobago have been pleading
with this Government, not for special attention, not for preferential concessions,
but for a level playing field—the same level playing field the hon. Minister is
wont to mention—and they continue to be slapped in their faces for their efforts.
But | would show you later in my presentation—I would quote one of these hon.
gentlemen opposite to show how duplicitous this Government is. | would prove
that these gentlemen are indeed aware of what they should be doing with regard to
manufacturing, clearly ignoring the sector and placing stumbling blocks in its
path. This constitutes nothing less than criminal neglect. The Minister of Industry
and Trade should hang his head in shame if he knew in advance that this budget
would do nothing real to treat with local manufacturers. If he did not know he
should resign for abdicating his responsibility to the citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago.

Madam Speaker, the manufacturing sector contributes just over 8 per cent of
the annual output of Trinidad and Tobago. It generates significant employment
and has a discernible spin-off effect on other sectors of the economy.
Manufacturing provides employment for over 43,000 persons directly, as well as
severa thousands of others in the service sectors. It contributes over $200 million
annually to the Government coffers in the form of corporation tax and utility
rates. This sector also acts as the Government agent in the collection of VAT,
health surcharge and NIS payments estimated at over $250 million per annum.

6.05 p.m.

More than that, Madam Speaker, the manufacturing sector is a prime utilizer
of domestic savings in Trinidad and Tobago. In terms of exports from this sector,
output has more than doubled since 1989 indicative of the phenomenal potential
for foreign exchange generation. It is estimated that for the first half of 1994
alone, exports of manufactured goods grew by $153 million when compared to
the first half of 1993.

In recognition of the importance of the manufacturing sector—and it is to his
credit—the hon. Prime Minister, just three days after being elected Prime
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Minister, met with leaders of the business community and gave them assurances. |
guote from the Express of December 19, 1991, under the caption "Manning
assures the private sector: Be of Good Cheer".

Mr. Manning: Prophetic words!
Mr. K. Jurai: | quote:

"The business community has nothing to fear from the People’s Nationa
Movement ... 'Consultation is absolutely necessary’ and forms part of the
PNM’s ideology, he stressed.”

The euphoria of power has no memory. Early in 1992, the Manning regime,
bowing to their true masters, leapt headlong into trade liberalization. Over the last
three years, they have implemented block by block the policies of liberalization
turning a deaf ear, a blind eye and a cold heart to the wanton collapse they were
engineering.

In my contribution to the 1994 budget debate in this honourable House, | took
pains to point out that manufacturers had no objection to trade liberalization once
the protective machinery was in place to prevent exploitation. | also urged the
Government then to take the necessary measures to protect local manufacturers.
But the hardheaded Government ignored my pleas and continued its relentless
pursuit of trade liberalization.

Even this did not appear sufficient for this callous Government, Madam
Speaker. Last year the PNM administration introduced a business levy which
pushed marginal businesses to closure. For 1995, as if to finish off struggling
businesses, this vicious Government has now doubled the punitive levy and
widened the VAT base to include lower income businesses.

We on this side have come to know what to expect from these financial
puppets. The Government convened a small business forum and made wild
promises, and before the report is submitted it strangles small businesses; the very
said businesses whom it should be assisting. | therefore ask: Whom does the
Government care about? If the population did not know, it will certainly feel after
the 1995 Budget begins to dig deep holes in the pockets of every man, woman and
child in this country.

The Minister grudgingly makes provision for the public servants debt,
stressing how much the country is being deprived by satisfying this debt, and
simultaneously slips in millions of dollars for Ministers' salaries. We now know
for whom the PNM really cares.
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This trade liberalization programme has virtually destroyed the manufacturing
sector overnight. The Manning administration has managed to develop the
uncanny and unenviable trade record of shoving this country into policy decisions
only to find out afterward that they, as a Government, had no clue as to what they
were doing. Trade liberalization is one example; NAFTA was another.

Madam Speaker, when this Government decided at the eleventh hour that it
wanted to access NAFTA, and it rushed legislation through this Parliament, |
warned it and chastised it for being ill-prepared for entry into NAFTA. But the
Government took no notice; it did not listen to me. | recall that this country did
not have the basic negotiating team, and did not even know which sectors of the
economy needed special attention. But this Government, wanting desperately to
join the latest craze, made its plea for accession to NAFTA.

Of course, Madam Speaker—and we al know—when the United States
slammed NAFTA's door in the face of the Minister of Industry and Trade, he
landed straight in Balisier House, tail between legs, licking his wounds to this
day, waiting for the next application day. Let me console the Minister of Industry
and Trade that he need not have seepless nights over this. | shall save him from
the agony and do the honours for this country when that time comes.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, if the Member is preparing to do that, perhaps
he may want to learn the correct designation of the portfolio. It is Trade and
Industry.

Mr. K. Jurai: Madam Speaker, | am sure the Member knows what | mean.
We would change it around.

It is said that only a fool does not learn from his own mistakes. The Minister
seems content to wait until the next application date in 1998 before
commissioning sectoral assessments and so forth to prepare this country for
NAFTA. Or, maybe the Minister hopes by that time his colleague, who is not here,
would be able to lobby on our behalf.

The Minister of Finance in his 1995 Budget Speech highlighted the magnitude
of the value of trade under NAFTA and the Uruguay Round. On page 4 he said:

"... it has been estimated that over the next ten years world trade will increase
by us $745 billion and world income will be us $230 billion higher than it
would have been without the Round. What does this mean for Trinidad and
Tobago? We want a piece of the action! We want to share in this prosperity!
But to do this we must place ourselvesin a state of readiness.”
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These are mere words. A few pages down he showed precisely how he is
preparing to get a piece of the action. He does this by taxing margina businesses
out of existence and stubbornly refusing to introduce measures to prevent
exploitation by foreign products on the domestic market—a not-so-subtle
execution of the manufacturing sector.

When this Government assumed office in December 1991, it increased the
level of corporation tax. In 1993 it devalued the TT dollar against the us by some
35 per cent, automatically hiking the price of imported raw materials and the
emasculation continues in the 1995 Budget.

6.15 p.m.
May | quote from the Express of November 26, 1994:
"Manufacturing sector in danger, says TTMA.

President of the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers' Association (TTMA),
Richard Lewis, said yesterday that the removal of stamp duty and import
surcharge from January 1, 1995 heradlded the sSlow demise of the
manufacturing sector.

And he felt that removing them, while at the same time retaining the five
per cent duty on imported raw materials, was a clear indicator that the
Government was not serious about the manufacturing sector.

‘We just can't understand how they could treat the manufacturing sector
like that...it is unbelievable that they left that in’, Lewis said, speaking from
the TTMA's office in Port of Spain...

For four years, Lewis said, the TTMA has been waiting on the Government
to live up to its commitment to implement anti-dumping and unfair trade
practices legidation and to have the Customs Division and Food, Chemical
and Drugs Division working efficiently.

The TTMA, he said, has continually called for a halt in the programme of
tariff reductions until these mechanisms were in place to ensure the local
manufacturing sector afair and level playing field.

Lewis said the TTMA would not have had a problem with the removal of
the stamp duty and import surcharge in January if the Government also said
these other things would be in place at the same time.
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But to add insult to injury, Government left the import duty on raw
materials in place. The export rebate system to allow manufacturers who
export to get back some portion of this duty ‘is a bureaucratic nightmare,’
Lewis said. He felt that altogether Mottley had created a ‘ serious import bias
with the 1995 Budget.

He also warned that the Government was jeopardising the security of the
4,000 additional jobs which Mottley announced had been created in the
manufacturing sector this year, as well as threatening the gains the sector had
made in breaking into export markets."

Y es, Madam Speaker, that was the voice of the TTMA.

Let me, once again, show how this Government displays its commitment to
the manufacturing sector. | refer to the Anti—dumping and Countervailing Duties
legislation which was passed in this honourable House in 1992. To date the
regulations are not yet in place to operationalize this piece of legidation. This is
commitment PNM style, Madam Speaker. If this Act and its accompanying
regulations had been effected, our loca manufacturers would have been
guaranteed some form of protection, but this is how they treat the manufacturing
sector.

Madam Speaker, let me refer to the budget of 1993 which was delivered on
Friday, November 20, 1992 when the Minister, in introducing the budget, said—
and | read from page 20:

"The Anti-dumping and Countervailing Duties Act has been passed and the
regulations will soon be promulgated. This will provide for protection against
foreign producers who may seek to take unfair advantage of our market. The
Government will enforce resolutely the provisons of the Act and the
regulations.”

How serious is this Government? How can you enforce something that does not
even exist? This Government is not serious in any way, Madam Speaker. Today,
some two years later, | was amazed to read in the Express of October 12, 1994,
that the junior Minister of Finance was again promising the anti-dumping
legislation. He said the anti-dumping protection would come in 1995 and would
you believe, thiswould be next year?

| want to quote what the Minister of Industry and Trade said:

“The Minister of Industry and Trade will be establishing an anti-dumping
unit early in 1995 to protect the manufacturing sector from unfar trade
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practices’, Trade Minister, Ken Valley said yesterday. ‘ The anti-dumping unit
would protect the manufacturing sector from competition from imported
goods sold below market price. He also said further measures were being
considered for the development and implementation of the competition policy
framework.” The Minister said Government was currently considering a draft
consumer policy for Trinidad and Tobago which would look at the protection
of economic interests and well-being of consumers.”

This is analogous to closing the stable door some three years after the
horse has bolted. Similarly, legislation to deal with unfair trade practices, the
establishment of a Monopolies Commission and Securities Industries
legislation would take a long time, if ever it comes to this honourable House,
to see the light of day in order to protect our local manufacturers.

Madam Speaker, let me tell you what the victims of trade liberalization have
to say. The concerns regarding the place of liberalization, the protection of the
sector, and Government's lack of commitment to manufacturers as expressed by a
frustrated TTMA President in 1993 are again mirrored in 1994 by leaders of the
business community.

Timothy Nafziger of the TTMA's Government Relations Committee lamented
in September, 1994 that the rash and rush implementation of trade liberalization
would reek undue hardship on the manufacturing sector. Speaking to the press,
Nafziger expressed the view that the dismantling of trade barriers without the
requisite safeguards will not create a level playing field for businesses. In this
regard the TTMA spokesman lamented that the country's tariff reduction strategy
was moving too fast. Madam Speaker, let me quote Tim Nafziger from the
Trinidad Guardian of September 22, 1994:

"Tariff reduction moving too fast says Nafziger

He said if the current tariff reduction timetable is implemented without
adequate precautions for dumping, money laundering, customs and standards
reform, the country will stand to lose its manufacturing sector....

Nafziger said time is also needed for local manufacturers to adjust to the
new global business reality. During this adjustment, some firms will have to
close down while re-investment takes place for the new focus on export.

He said if the adjustment period is too short, firms may close down
without the additional investment and this may lead to an expansion in
unemployment.
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‘There must be a systematic approach to dealing with tariffs and its related
issues, it must not be an arbitrary thing asit currently seemsto be.’”

Madam Speaker, these are the comments of a representative of the major
manufacturers association of Trinidad and Tobago. Tim Nafziger's sentiments
certainly echoed statements made earlier in the year by other businessmen. In an
article entitled "Free Trade A Disaster: Worse to come in 1995" by Express
reporter Camini Marajh, the views of several of the larger manufacturers were
solicited and the consensus was predictable. | quote:

““*Very few manufacturers will survive the removal of trade barriers’ Gary
Voss warned, adding that’ the s..t is going to hit the fan in the first quarter of
1995'."

Hon. Member: "S.t"? What isthat?
Mr. Manning: Unparliamentary.

Mr. K. Jurai: Describing the trade liberalization process as a "disaster”,
Voss charged that it has succeeded only in dismantling jobs and that to survive,
companies like Lever Brothers may have no choice but to close down factory
operations and set up distributorships. | think that is what the Member for San
Fernando East would like to see happen in this country.

Hon. Member: Read it again, | did not hear.

6.25 p.m.

Loca manufacturers contend that the present system favours the importer over
the manufacturer. They argue that the 5 per cent minimum duty on imported
inputs effectively discriminates in favour of importers of final products which
compete with domestic manufacturers since the former does not have to pay the 5
per cent duty.

The 5 per cent duty was imposed by the Government in keeping with the
Government's pledge to the IDB in item 19 of the now infamous letter of sectoral
policy in which it was claimed that implementation of such a duty will eliminate
the anti-export bias of Government's trade policy.

Manufacturers claim, however, that this is only valid in the specific instance
of import substitution. In the context of trade liberaization, they argue that
domestic manufacturers are competing at home with imported products. People
can import first rate products and still sell a a lower cost than local
manufacturers.
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Domestic manufacturers have warned that they would be forced to become
distributors unless government slows the process of liberalization—expected to
settle at the CET of 20 per cent in 1998.

Gary Voss of Lever Brothers has indicated that his company has aready
ceased production of certain products preferring to import the same items from
associated companies and still sell at a profit. | just want to quote, and | wondered
whether this is the same Gary Voss who had earlier advocated that Government
should abandon agriculture and give priority to industry and trade. Today, the
shoe is on the other foot of Gary Voss and he is feeling the pinch.

More than that, that same Gary Voss is reaping the reward of his fallacy at the
very hands of the PNM Government that he has been patting on the back for some
time. That reminds me of Karma, reincarnation, retribution, abhiman.

| want to refer to page 9 of the 1995 budget, "The Way Forward—The Policy
Agendafor 1995." | quote:

"Madam Speaker, to anchor the growth process that has begun in 1994, will
require continuation of our fiscal consolidation programme in 1995. If
increases in existing tax rates are to be avoided, we must widen the tax base
and strengthen the enforcement and compliance effort. We need to rationalize
further the level and structure of our expenditure programmes if we are to
accommodate the settlement of the arrears of remuneration to public sector
employees; to attract and recruit high quality staff in the new public sector; to
increase the level of public sector savings to finance an expanded Public
Sector Investment Programme (PSIP); to place more emphasis on investment
in people, particularly in health and education; and to devote more resources
to the improvement of the social and economic infrastructure.”

These are al fibs, Madam Speaker. | do not believe aword. It goes on:

"Madam Speaker, accomplishing all this would require a balancing act beyond
the competence of mere economists, who have only two hands. Rather, |
believe this is a challenge for Mother Lakshmi Herself—our four-handed
Goddess of wealth, prosperity, love and enlightenment.”

Madam Speaker, | take very strong objection to this because by no stretch of
the imagination would Mother Lakshmi wish to be associated with this wicked,
cruel and vindictive PNM Government. The Government makes promises which it
cannot fulfil, and now it is appealing to Mother Lakshmi to bail it out. | say, no
way. The Government Ministers will have to pay for their sins. You see, we
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Hindus believe that our religion and our four-handed goddess, Mother Lakshmi,
represents honesty, truth and justice. And would you believe none of this existsin
the PNM Government?

On the contrary, this Government is the essence of dishonesty, deceit and
deception. As | said, Mother Lakshmi would certainly not wish to be identified
with the PNM Government.

| continue with those persons in the manufacturing sector who continue to air
their grouses with respect to free trade. Gordon Rauseo of Automotive
Components Ltd. argued that the Government has thrown manufacturers to the
wolves and said it is "catch as catch can”. Brian Sealey of Nestlé aso recently
complained that while Nestlé would like to maintain a manufacturing presence
here, this was becoming increasingly difficult given the uneven playing field
created by this PNM regime. Sealey noted that the bulk of imports coming here are
heavily subsidized in the country of origin. He cited the instance of a Dutch-made
condensed milk which is retailing at 65 cents cheaper than the Nestlé product. He
attributed this to the fact that Nestlé has to pay a higher price for sugar, bearing in
mind that the company is prohibited from importing sugar.

Obvioudly, the playing field is not level. In the case of Nestlé, the Government
is forcing their input costs up while simultaneously exposing them to competition
from imported products which are subsidized in their country of origin. But thisis
not an isolated case. There are other instances where this decrepit Government is
seen to be sending mixed signals to domestic manufacturers.

Mr. Claude Clarke, president of the Couva/Point Lisas Chamber of Commerce
has protested that the local monopolist beer manufacturer is being sheltered from
competition from imported beer. This is obvioudly contrary to the Government's
policy with regard to almost every other industry affected by trade liberalization.
At present, there is an alcohol and beverage tax of $7.26 per litre and when
applied to imported beer it raises the cost beyond competitive levels. That tax is
not applied to locally made beer. Instead, an excise duty which is far less than the
alcohol and beverage tax is applied.

| am baffled by the antics of this PNM Government. In one breath they want
free trade and in another they give preferential treatment to selected firms. How
can the Government call for a level playing field whilst at the same time it is
shielding some firms from foreign competition?
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6.35 p.m.

This is a distinct contradiction of terms. Is the Government promoting a
monopoly of the beer market? Why is it giving the local beer manufacturer
selective protection from imported competition? Or, is the Government giving
protection to the select, elite group of people whom my political leader always
refer to as the parasitic oligarchy? We, on this side would like to know why the
beer producer is given this special treatment and this special privilege?

| am calling on the Government to abolish the excise duty on local beer and
replace it with the alcohol and beverage tax, or aternatively, reduce the acohol
and beverage tax to the level of the excise duty. This would allow competition in
the beer market. Competition which this Government is so allegedly eager to
promote. But, such is the inconsistency of this Government. In the pursuit of the
elusive level playing field, the Government exposes some manufacturersto severe
competition but continues to protect certain monopolists.

| ask: Who are involved in the domestic automobile industry? Isit a selected
few of the elites of this society? They are in full control of this business in
Trinidad and Tobago and they sell their vehicles at exorbitant prices to make
massive profits for themselves. | am calling on the Government to open the
market and allow foreign used vehicles to be imported into this country. This
would mean that average persons would afford vehicles at reasonable prices,
maybe, at less than half the present day going prices of vehicles in Trinidad and
Tobago.

Madam Speaker, | received the Provisional Collection of Taxes Order, 1994. |
have not had the time to study it, but | noticed that the Minister of Finance has
changed the method of duty, in that it is now based on the cc rating of the vehicle
rather than on the price. | would like to study this document, and, perhaps, when it
comes up for debate | would state exactly what is the situation.

This Government persists in sending mixed signals to manufacturers and to
the country as a whole, but | would have to appeal to colleagues to stay their
hand, to temper their condemnation of this inept rabid Government. The disease
starts at the head, and in the last three years, has managed to infest the entire
body. One of the last symptoms before the catatonic state, is disorientation.

It is now history that the Manning administration has launched into a hasty
introduction of free trade. They have committed this country to the rapid
reduction of protective tariffs to zero by 1998 at which time only the CET a a
maximum of 20 per cent will regulate inflows of trade.
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Allow me to quote from Hansard, the budget debate on January 2, 1990:
"To crown it all, as the piéce de résistance, Mr. Speaker..." [ Interruption]

| am not a Frenchman, and | do not know French. One thing | can tell the Member
for San Fernando East is that 40,000 Frenchmen cannot be wrong. The quote
continues:

"is they bring the structural adjustment loan which requires that they scrap the
negative list, and remove the last bit of protection left for our local
manufacturers. All of the madness in the interest of some mystical entity
called 'Free Trade'. Mr. Speaker; something that does not exist anywhere else
in the world, and they want to perfect it here.

In today’s dog-eat-dog world, free trade is a myth and effectively means
access by others to your market, while your products are blocked from
entering theirs."

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. R. Palackdharrysingh]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. K. Jurai: Madam Speaker, one would not believe from whose lips those
words fell. The presenter was none other than the head of that diseased body that
isthe PNM. | refer to the Member for San Fernando East!

The Member continued:

"There is no such thing as free trade...Only in theory are import tariffs as
opposed to negative listing a satisfactory mechanism for ensuring greater
competitiveness among local products.

In order to protect our local manufacturers therefore, the PNM insists that
the Government must move speedily to put the following measures in place:

1. stringent anti-dumping legislation;”
He wastalking in 1990.

"2. trade restrictions and protections similar to that obtained in developed
countries with regard to packaging, labelling etc.; and

3. detailed health and quality standards for imported goods."
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Isit not ironic, Madam Speaker, that one year after espousing this view, the same
Member for San Fernando East has an about face pursuing policies which are
diametrically opposed to these views. He is now firmly advocating trade
liberalization, and is the head of a government which is aggressively pursuing
exactly what he condemned. Mixed signals! They do not have a clue as to what
they are doing and the disease has now reached epidemic proportions in the
Cabinet.

The Minister of Finance, responding to the complaints of manufacturers,
recently, that they were experiencing difficulties, consoled them by reminding
them that they had many advantages.

Loca manufacturers had a wide range of advantages such as low utility rates,
cheap fuel which the Minister thought gave manufacturers the incentives to
produce.

Manufacturers are grateful for these incentives but the Minister continues to
misinterpret the core issue. What manufacturers want is a level playing field; as
the Member said, nothing more, nothing less. They want the same measures that
in 1990 Mr. Manning had insisted that the then government implement.

Mr. Manning: The Member for San Fernando East.

Mr. K. Jurai: Itisthe same person | am referring to, but as | said before, the
euphoria of power has no memory.

This Government continues its forerunner practice of promulgating fibs and
terminological inexactitudes;, cal it what you like. [Interruption] Does the
Member want me to use the word “lies”? He will understand that.

The UNC recognizes the importance of the manufacturing sector as a generator
of employment, a magjor source of government revenue, and a major foreign
exchange earner.

While agreeing that the manufacturing sector must reflect efficiency,
productivity and internationally competitive standards and prices, we cannot agree
that these ideals can be fostered by arbitrarily removing protection and forcing
manufacturers to survive or sink.

Given this country's unacceptable levels of GDP, growth, unemployment,
poverty and income distribution, we cannot risk exacerbating the position by
irresponsible policy decisions.
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It must be accepted, too, that the sector has been protected for a long time
without becoming internationally competitive. The solution, however, is not a
callous disregard, neither isit haphazard implementation of liberalization.

We on this side believe in consultation. In this regard, several businessmen’s
associations have heeded Government’s request and submitted proposals for
consideration. In particular those of the TTMA are worthy of consideration. In
summary, they are requesting the elimination of the 5 per cent duty on imports for
manufacturing; the retention of Minister’s licence to grant duty exemption; zero-
rated capital goods, machinery, equipment and spare parts. They wish to have an
enactment of unfair trade practices legidation and related enforcement agencies
with TTMA input; anti-dumping; labelling enforcement, implementation of
product procedures; elimination of under-invoicing; elimination of smuggling;
Government procurement priority to local manufacturers; reduction of corporate
tax to 35 per cent; maintenance of import surcharge and stamp duty at 1994 rates
until legislation and enforcement agencies are in place;, tax free interest to
commercial banks on loans for new investment in expansion of existing
manufacturing; and the re-establishment of mortgage interest deduction at
$36,000 per year for owner occupied housing.

6.45 p.m.

The Government has completely ignored these TTMA proposals. | wish to
remind the Government that it must have a direct input in assisting the
manufacturing sector.

In England, for example, the Government published a White Paper in May
1994 entitled: "Competitiveness. Helping Business to Win". The Prime Minister
John Major, in the introduction stated that this White Paper was about creating a
climate in which British companies could beat the best. Major said:

"Our am is commercial and industrial success and the rewards it will
bring for al of us. To achieve this, we seek a new partnership between
Government and industry—a partnership for prosperity in a competitive
world."

That government's view of manufacturing is best captioned by the following
statement by John Mgor, British Prime Minister at the CBI Dinner, in 1993. He
said, and | quote:

"Y ou create the world class companies. But in a thousand ways, the decisions
that we take in government can help you or hinder you. So we too are part of
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Britain's competitiveness. All our policies—not just our economic policy—
need to be focused on the future strength of the British economy."

Madam Speaker, | wonder, when will the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago
say these words to the local manufacturers in this country, or words that would
have similar effect?

The UNC, like the British government, takes the view that government must be
a partner in development, not just a facilitator. But therein, lies the problem
because the PNM Government can do absolutely nothing because they are sterile
and inept. I, therefore, urge the Government to slow the pace of liberalization
until such time as protective legislation and enforcement agencies are in place, to
create alevel playing field.

Madam Speaker, had the forked-tongue Minister of Trade and Industry
performed in a like manner in some other country, he would have been hounded
out of office. If the Prime Minister had done likewise in another country, he
would have been sent to Siberia for deceiving the people. We need not worry for
long, Madam Speaker, as the time would soon come when the people of Trinidad
and Tobago would banish him into oblivion. We anxiously await the date of the
next general election.

You may find it strange, but | want to mention a few problems, if | may call
them that. | am addressing them to the Member for San Fernando East, and Prime
Minister: No secondary school, no government office, no pipe-borne water, no
roads, no bus service, no sporting facilities, no maxi-taxi for school children, no
employment opportunities, no developmental works, no recreational facilities, no
steps taken to remove a major health hazard, no housing projects, no major town.
Thisis not Timbuktu. Thisis Narivain December, 1994. None of these things that
| mentioned existsin Nariva.

Mr. Bereaux: On a point of order. The Member left out one thing. No
Member of Parliament office.

Mr. K. Jurai: For the Member's information, | have three offices in each of
these districts: one on the Eastern Main Road in Sangre Grande, one in Biche and
onein Rio Claro; and | have office days.

| say this because the PNM Government has neglected this constituency since
It came into power in 1956. That iswhy | said | am addressing the Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago. | urge him—nhe was the silent one; he said nothing and
probably that iswhy they disregarded him.
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The Minister of Works and Transport mentioned that the Government is going
to put down an administrative complex in the East, in the Sangre Grande area and
| am urging the Prime Minister to look—since Toco/Manzanilla is already top-
heavy with Government offices, and so forth, | am asking the Prime Minister to
consider developing the constituency of Nariva. [Interruption] You do not know
Sangre Grande, ask the Member for Toco/Manzanilla, he would tell you. Sangre
Grande does not exist in Nariva. The boundaries are outside. Similarly Rio Claro,
itisonly asmall portion. [Interruption] There is no shortage of land in the East.

It has been announced in this House that there is going to be a new secondary
school in the Northeast region. | again appeal to the Prime Minister to consider
locating a school—{[Interruption] Just across the road. In Nariva there are lots of
lands available and very cheap. Also alot of Government lands are there.

Madam Speaker, the Government has exposed the farmers of this country to a
trade liberalization programme and our local farmers are given a minimum period
of three years to become internationally competitive, during which time they
would be subjected to rapidly decreasing tariff protection. Other countries which
have negotiated successfully with NAFTA are given a minimum of 10 years to put
their agricultura economy in shape. | ask the question: How can the farmers in
my constituency prepare themselves to meet the challenges of trade liberalization?
The Minister of Agriculture, amost three years ago promised to develop the small
holding area of the farmers of the Nariva swamp. To date, nothing has been done.
They call the whole area the Nariva Swamp.

Today, | asked the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources to
state when he would be paying the cocoa and coffee subsidy due to farmers for
1994, and he said that no subsidies are due for 1992 and 1993. But, | was
enquiring specificaly for the payments due in 1994.

With respect to access roads, very few projects have been awarded under the
Rural Access Road Rehabilitation Programme. What | can tell you, is that major
projects valued to the tune of millions of dollars are given to a contractor who
does not have a clue about road building, and it appears that these contracts are
awarded strictly under political consideration.

6.55 p.m.

Only yesterday, | referred to a bridge which any experienced engineer would
not have put in alow lying area, lower than the road. The beams are very large
and as aresult, water cannot pass under the bridge. | call on the Minister of Works
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and Transport to look seriously at the Cunaripo Bridge with which the Member
for Toco/Manzanillais very familiar.

Let me mention briefly, flooding in the Nariva area. The news media only
focuses on floods in Central Trinidad. No one ever ventures to highlight the
serious flooding problem that takes place in the constituency of Nariva. Whenever
floods hit Nariva severa areas become inaccessible. Those who are in are water-
locked and those who are out cannot venture inwards.

I will mention a few roads in the area which are submerged whenever floods
hit the constituency of Nariva. They are: Cunaripo, Coa Mine, Plum Mitan,
Navet, Kernahan, Cascadoo, Mafeking, Lassale/Martin Saza. In these areas the
flooding lasts for several days depending on the level of rainfall. However, the
plight of my constituents could be eased if the Minister of Works and Transport
would have a heart and do his job effectively by clearing the rivers and streams
which have not been cleared for severa years.

I would now refer to the roads in the constituency of Nariva. For the past three
years, | have used every opportunity in this honourable House to get the
Minister's attention to repair the roads in my constituency. The residents have
asked me to remind him that they are nationals of Trinidad and Tobago, and they
also pay taxes to the coffers as well as the 5 per cent fuel tax for road repairs. |
therefore wish to remind him that the following roads in the constituency of
Nariva need urgent repairs and paving. They are: Cunapo Southern Road from
Sangre Grande to Biche to Rio Claro; Plum Mitan Road, Guaico Tamana Road,
Bon Air Road, Little Coora Road, Ecclesville Road, Mafeking Road, Kernahan
Road, Cascadoo Road. These roads are in a dire state of disrepair, broken,
dilapidated, collapsed—words too mild to describe the condition of these roads.

Y ou would recall that in my first contribution to this House in January 1992, |
reminded the Minister of Works and Transport that in order to maintain roads and
road services, the first thing to be done is to clear roadside drains. Today, | again
wish to remind him to clear all roadside drains in order to protect road services.

| want to talk briefly about water problems in the constituency. In the budget
presentation, the Minister of Finance stated that the Government would provide
clean pipe-borne water for every Tobagonian and Trinidadian. He went on to say
that beginning in 1995 the Government would spend $390 million on water mains
replacement. | am giving notice to the Government and the Minister of Public
Utilities of replacement of water mains in the following areas because WASA has
already confirmed that these lines need to be repaired.
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Rio Claro/Biche/Plum Mitan
Rio Claro/Ecclesville
Rio Claro/Union Village/Mile End
Mayaro/Bristol Village
Mayaro/Mafeking

WASA mains that need to be replaced in the Sangre Grande area are:
Sangre Grande/Coal Mine/Jairasingh

Sangre Grande/Guaico Tamana
Sangre Grande/Little Coora Road
Sangre Grande/Bon Air Road
Cumuto/Coryal/Four Roads Tamana/Carmichael

| am sure the Member for Toco/Manzanillawould be very happy if these areas get
water. He is very familiar with the area; he has many friends and relatives there.
He visits those areas very often and he hobnobs with many persons in there. | am
sure that he would also join with mein calling for the replacement of water mains
in these areas. When | speak for Nariva, | always speak for my friend, because he
is from Cunaripo near Sangre Grande.

The Minister of Finance stated that the rural electrification programme would
be completed, extending the service to 48 rura areas throughout the country. |
simply wish to remind the Government that there are many rural areas in Nariva
that are crying out for electricity. Surveys have already been conducted by T& TEC
in the following areas: Kernahan/Cascadoo Villages near Mayaro; St. John's
Village near Brothers Road; Plum Road aso known as Marquis Road, Plum
Mitan, Nariva Road Manzanilla.

As you know Nariva has no bus service. The bus garage that was in Sangre
Grande has been removed to Port of Spain. Recently, in the newspaper | saw that
contracts were awarded to maxi-taxis to transport school children. | wondered
why that entire area was not catered for in seeking contracts. | refer to Sangre
Grande, Four Roads Tamana, Sangre Grande/Guaico Tamana, Sangre Grande
Biche/Rio Claro, Rio Claro, Mayaro and Sangre Grande/Mayaro. As | said, | am
sure the Member for Toco/Manzanilla would be happy to join with mein calling
for al the servicesthat | have mentioned for these aress.

Thank you.
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Mr. Edward Hart (Tunapuna ): Madam Speaker, | rise to join this debate,
and for the second time | have the misfortune of speaking after the Member for
Nariva—[ Laughter]—who has brought to this House his usual comic relief. The
Member for Nariva spent the past three days writing and jotting, and at onetime |
got the impression that he was preparing an aternative budget. Lo and behold,
this evening, he has fallen short and was disappointing as usual. If this was a
football game, 1 am sure he would have been given the red card. Finally, | hope
Mother Lakshmi would shower him with her wealth.

First of all, let me congratulate the hon. Minister of Finance for presenting
such a budget which has created greater confidence in the business community,
giving the people of Trinidad and Tobago an opportunity to restructure their
financial positions to live a better life. | would also like to compliment my
colleagues on this side of the House, for the high standard of contributions they
have made so far, justifying their particular ministries performance and their plan
of work for 1995.

Madam Speaker, we have been here since Wednesday, and we have heard
about 20 contributions, some sterling, some elogquent and others...[Gesture]. If we
had reduced this House to a boxing match, Madam Speaker, with you as the
referee and we on both sides as the fighters, | am sure by now, the Opposition
would have thrown in the towel and given up. At present, some of the chairs are
empty; | know they aretired, but that did not come about just like that.

7.05p.m.

| came on Wednesday morning expecting much, but after listening to the
Member for Couva North, and then the opening salvo from this side by the able
Minister of Housing and Resettlements, | realized there and then that the debate
was over, bar the shouting.

Let me inform this honourable House that the indefatigable and brilliant hon.
Minister of Education is at present attending the Twelfth Conference of
Commonwealth Education Ministers and the Third Meeting of Commonwealth
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan Administrators in Islamabad, Pakistan, where
my information is that the behaviour of the people is commendable. Thisis unlike
neighbouring India where our cricketers are experiencing some problems with the
behaviour of the crowd.

This conference is held every four years and it is without doubt that it
provides an opportunity to dialogue on some of the major issues in formal and
non-formal education.
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Certain clarification of these issues and recommendations for their resolution
will be germaine for our immediate objectives of making our educational system
more relevant to the needs of our dynamic society.

The importance of this conference cannot be down-played in that we need to
position ourselves to establish new linkages and strengthen old bonds, so that we
become an integral part of the world community of learners. Hence the reason for
his absence today, for which | apologize on his behaf. Madam Speaker, God
willing, he shall be present to make his contribution in the Senate.

Much has been said so far on the work of the Ministry of Education and the
alocation given for the continuation of its work in 1995. It is important for
Members of this honourable House to be aware that the Ministry of Education has
had its allocation to cover all its new arrangements and this has come about due to
the fact that the role and function of the Ministry have increased over the last
years and all of its new responsibilities are catered for in the budgeted allocation.

The Ministry’s new responsibilities are:

(1) Hotel school at Chaguaramas, now renamed the Hospitality Institute of
Trinidad and Tobago, and which up to a year ago functioned under the
IDC.

More will be said later on the new vision and achievements to date of this
institution.

(2) Theyouth camps and trade centres, formerly under the Ministry of Sport
and Y outh Affairs, are now part of the education system.

(3) The school bus service, formerly under the Ministry of Public Utilities,
has now been transferred to the Ministry of Education.

(4) A national apprenticeship system, which never existed, and has now
taken root, isto be expanded in 1995.

(5) The Youth Training and Employment Partnership Programme, which we
have reorganized for greater efficiency, has been fulfilling its role for
school dropouts, giving them a vision and a foundation towards
becoming self-employed in many areas of interest and in fields directly
related to our economic development.

Before | attempt to develop the work and achievement of my Ministry, it is
important for the country and this honourable House to be aware that earlier this
year a national consultation was held at Chaguaramas over a period of two days,
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chaired by our Prime Minister, whereby the task force report on a plan for
education which was designed to take us into the 21st Century, was discussed. All
interest groups were invited, including the Members on the other side, and not a
single Member attended. Obvioudly, | was disappointed. At least | expected to see
my good Friend from Caroni Central, the shadow Minister of Education, whom |
felt sure could have made a substantial contribution.

It is important for me to inform the Members on the other side that this
consultation was a success and the fina document is now being prepared to be
laid in Parliament next month.

In the case of YTEPP, the most significant achievements for the past year of
the programme can be summarized as follows:

—Attractiveness of the programme to the unemployed youths.
—Findings of tracer study of graduates of programme
—Positive endorsement by the World Bank of the programme.

It isimportant for me to highlight to Members of this House that in the current
economic environment where young people continue to experience limited access
to apprenticeship, wage or self-employment, YTEPP continues to be an attractive
alternative.

In 1993, the programme attracted 9,970 registrants. In 1994, this figure
increased to 11,741 registrants. YTEPP Limited has thus consistently met the target
of 10,000 enrollees per annum, agreed upon with the World Bank. YTEPP's
experiment with combining job skills, training, attitudinal, communication and
financia life skills training, with entrepreneurial development and support
services, has had positive results with the particular target group.

It is aso important for me to highlight some statistical information in terms of
the company's performance. In order to assess the impact of YTEPP on the labour
market, performances were compared with the labour market performance of a
similarly matched control group from the general population. The most recent
study, conducted in 1992—1993, has provided data which demonstrates that
YTEPP has had a positive effect on employment and earnings of YTEPP graduates
and those effects have out-placed the gains made by the control groups.

Forty-three per cent of YTEPP's Cycle IV graduates were employed one year
after graduation, compared to 18 per cent who were employed before entering the
programme. In the same period, employment for the control group drawn from the
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genera population went from 31 per cent to 43 per cent. This represents a 136 per
cent increase in employment to the YTEPP group, versus 39 per cent for the
control group.

This is a positive signa of growth in the economy and if only from that
sample of youths who were visionless and would have been roaming the streets,
creating socia programmes, it must be made known that we have arrested to some
degree, youths involved in mischievous activities. This demonstrates the
continued accent on youth training and devel opment to address the unemployment
issues raised from structural adjustment and socia ills. The long-term effect is
bound to be positive.

Another initiative which is worthy of a complimentary statement in this
House, despite some teething problems, is the National Apprenticeship System.
The statistics and innovation of this programme speaks for themselves. Madam
Speaker, we had some problems with that like the late payment of stipends and
youngsters being put to work numerous hours and so forth, but we are grappling
with the problem and in the not-too-distant future these things will be ironed out.

The programme was designed whereby young people could be prepared for
entry into the world of productive work in keeping with the needs of employers. It
Is designed to incorporate all previousy existing placement training programmes,
such as the On-the-Job Training Programme, the Apprenticeship for Industrial
Mobilization Programme (AIM), the Apprenticeships of the Board of Industrial
Training and the O’ Level Programme.

The National Apprenticeship System is an opportunity for young people to
develop, in the work environment, the skills they have gained at school or other
ingtitutions. This, Madam Speaker, is considered a means of introducing young
people to new possibilities with respect to employment opportunities, self-
employment and job creation.

The programme covers areas not traditionally apprenticed, and the period of
apprenticeship varies according to the level and type of occupation involved. The
National Apprenticeship System is a tripartite co-operation in national human
resource development. Funding, training and supervision are provided jointly by
state, labour and the private enterprises.

7.15p.m.

The number of apprentices registered in 1994 was 7,289, an increase over the
1993 figure of approximately 2,000. It is expected by December 31, 9,000
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apprentices would have been exposed to a range of industrial training activities
directly related to our industrial needs.

Included in this are some innovations worthy of mentioning. Two boat-
building projects were introduced for a nine-month duration in the Toco and
Matelot areas. The project at Toco has provided hands-on training for
approximately 25 apprentices and at Matelot, 10 apprentices. Two fishing boats
have resulted from these projects and are to be tested for sea-worthiness.

We have extended our programme with the Ministry of Health with the
support of the hon. Minister of Health instituting a dental auxiliary aide project
for 76 apprentices. This project was initiated with the co-operation of the Dental
Nurses Association and the Ministry of Health, in an attempt to provide trained
dental support personnel in dire need in our country. Two batches of 38 young
people have benefited from such practical training.

An apprenticeship in steel pan manufacturing technology, utilizing modern
systems of industrial practices at one of our high-tech industries, Madam Speaker,
| was present at the graduation exercise and it was a touching ceremony. We, as
Trinidadians and Tobagonians, should know about the birth of the steel pan and
where it came from. The tuner started off using what might now be termed as
primitive measures, like the burning, sinking and the grooving of the instruments.
We have gone past that now and we are trying to get a young breed of tuners to
take the place of the pioneers like Winston "Spree" Simon, Leo Coker, Eli
Mannette and Neville Jules. All these greats have played their part and we want to
ensure that the steel pan stays with us so we have embarked on that programme.

The steel pan is now heard in al the prestigious concert hals all over the
world. It is in great demand. It has been placed on the school curriculum in
England, Germany, Switzerland and so forth. We are happy about this and we
want to ensure that what happened in the steel-pan fraternity—Madam Speaker, at
one time the tuners were a selfish breed. They did their stuff and nobody knew
how to go about tuning these instruments; like Angostura Bitters, nobody knows
how they make the bitters. We are now working on that.

One would recall earlier this year when the steel pan, as our nationa
instrument, was introduced to the schools, the stir it caused in terms of the role of
the harmonium. We have demonstrated our maturity in this light, for not only is
the steel pan now being formerly taught in schools, but the piano, guitar, flute and
other instruments are also on the curriculum. We have stated publicly there is no
excuse for not having the harmonium.
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Not so long ago there was a world stedl band festival held at the Jean Pierre
Complex—named after the charming hon. Minister, the Member for Port of Spain
South—and those who were present included His Excellency The President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Noor Hassanali, and many other dignitaries
and they were treated to a night of musical excellence. One just had to see the
instruments on the court, polished and chromed, gleaming under the lights and the
young pannists, both men and women, many of them still at school and some now
out of school, bedecked in the quintessence of sartorial splendour. [Laughter]
[Desk thumping] Surpassed only by the musical excellence emanating from the
notes of their instruments.

It was a joyous occasion to hear the Exodus Steel Orchestra with their
rendition of Schubert's Unfinished Symphony; arranged by Fitsgerald Jemmott and
Desmond Waithe—they are from my constituency, a very good band. To crown it
al, we had the Neal and Massy Trinidad All Stars with their sterling performance
of Jit Samaroo's composition of La Trinity. Jit Samaroo, a master in the steel band
world from my neighbouring constituency, that humble boy from Lopinot. A
challenging piece of music. And to bring down the house, Trinidad All Stars
rendition of Guiseppi Verdi’s, | Vespri Sciliani. Madam Spesaker, it was a treat.

In my humble way | want to say that the Trinidad All Stars was adjudicated
the best steelband at that competition and | was proud to be part of that. | feel
proud to be a steelbandsman, just as | am proud to be a member of the People's
National Movement. [Desk thumping] We should all support our national
instrument. The Neal and Massy Trinidad All Stars and the People's National
Movement are cast from the same mold, they have one thing in common, they are
both winners. [ Desk thumping] It hurts my heart when someone refers to the steel
pan as wine and jam. The introduction of steel pan in schools is going to redound
to the benefit—it has already started—of all of us. We are very proud.

To improve the quality of our teachers entering the teaching service, we have
instituted a teaching apprenticeship programme for both secondary and primary
school teachers and this has met with degrees of successes, complimented by all
our school principals and parents. Refresher courses are in place and no longer is
one going to come, because they five O'Levels as the case may be and stand up in
front of a class and start to teach. You may recal long ago there was the
pupil/teacher system in the schools. | went through that system, and people might
not know, they know me in the savannah and pan-yard, but | taught at the Eastern
Boys Government School.
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We are a'so piloting performing arts apprenticeship in dance drama and music
and this is expected to take root in 1995, when groups of students in all our
communities would be given an opportunity to develop skills which could meet
the needs of the entertainment and tourist industry.

In addition to al this, the representative for Point Fortin will endorse the fact
that the first apprenticeship in fishing technology, that is, on-the-training on land
and sea involving the community of Cedros and Erin is in progress. The
programme involves all aspects of the industry and has been supported by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources, the fish processing industry
in Cedros and the Fishing Association of Trinidad and Tobago.

In the case of the Hospitality Institute which I mentioned earlier, a new board
has been appointed and plans are underway to relocate the institute in Port of
Spain, to make it more flexible and to give it the opportunity for growth and
accessibility by many of our citizens requiring training in this specific area of
development in the tourism sector. The institute is in the process of developing a
special model to address the training in Tobago, whereby the hoteliers would be
part of the on-the-job training which is aready in place, paving the way for the
development of afaculty in Tobago. | am very fond of Tobagonians.

For 1994, 120 persons were trained in hotel management, chef, cookery, front
desk management and other short courses. In 1995, a much more modern
approach, utilizing computer-based training, would be implemented to meet the
training needs of the new technology now being used in the tourism sector. The
institute has managed to place students in Belize and Jamaicafor training in hotel
management.

With new expertise in convention and meeting planning, the institute offered
assistance to the Trinidad and Tobago Hotel and Tourism Association,
successfully hosted the Caribbean Hotel Association’s Small Hotels Retreat, full
board of directors meeting and leadership conference.

7.25p.m.

Madam Speaker, during the year 1994 the Youth Development and
Apprenticeship Centres, formerly youth camps, embarked on a plan of laying the
foundation for the development of our youths at the centres. At one time people
felt that if a child was behaving badly, okay get him/her into the youth camp. We
have to change this whole perception and concept of the youth camp. This all-
round development of the youth was trandated through activities engaged in self-
sufficiency by way of production in vegetable, root crops, animal protein, eggs,
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and so forth. The present cadre of the trainee population distributed among the
five centres is 861. These centres have established and maintained links with
parents through home visits by counsellors and wardens. These visits are essential
for both the development of the youths and the success of the programme. It also
helps to build relationships with parents and trainees which isin keeping with the
International Y ear of the Family.

Madam Speaker, al trainees of the various centres engage themselves in
community service activity. These activities included a coastal clean-up by
trainees of Chaguaramas; assisting in road repairs and clean-up of the Freeport
overpass by youths of the Praesto Youth Centre. The El Dorado Centre has
assisted the St. Mary’s Children’'s Home, while the Chatham Centre made benches
and desks for a nursery school in the area.

We have developed linkages with firms and industrial agencies to facilitate
on-the-job industrial experience. Trainees were monitored and assessed. The
feedback from the firms on the performance of these youths was very favourable.

Trainees participated in the Commonweath Youth Programme public
speaking competition organized by the Ministry of Sport and Y outh Affairs; they
also participated in the Royal Bank Y oung Leaders Programme.

Madam Speaker, one salient aspect of the youths extra curricular activities
was peer counselling. A first batch of 55 trainees was exposed to counselling
skills as those relate to their peers. It is hoped that this newly acquired skill would
help trainees to assist their peers. The programme continues.

These activities are designed to assist our young men and women in coping
with the stress of life. The institute has successfully completed a series of
programmes intended to improve the capability of the services of other
organizationsin Trinidad and Tobago.

In keeping with the mandate of the centres to develop youths to be more
community oriented with varying technical skills, the centres embarked on a
programme of training for disaster preparedness assisted by the Defence Force,
the protective services, the Red Cross, ham radio, the Nationa Emergency
Management Authority and the Ministry of Sport and Y outh Affairs.

Madam Speaker, can you remember that when there was the threat of "Bret"
many people in this country were panicking, because they had no idea what to do,
how to get prepared in the eventuality of the hurricane affecting this country?
Therefore, these young men in the camps going through their paces will serve us
in good stead in the future.
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For the first time in the 30 years of the centre’s existence the trainees took part
in the Independence Day parade. Trainees of the al male centres participated in
the "test of skills' competition amongst the formal institutions. Greater emphasis
was placed this year on training for faculty and staff.

I wish now to draw the attention of this honourable House to the continuing
efforts of my Ministry toward the development of our young people to lead full,
rich, rewarding and healthy lives.

The Ministry of Education accepts that a curriculum for general education
must take account of the idea of logical patterns of disciplined understanding, but
at the same time, not to be exclusively bound by them. The pursuance of the
traditional curriculum related neither to the needs nor the ability of the individual
learner, nor to the social and psychological factors affecting education having no
place in modern educational thought. Further, we must not construe knowledge
too narrowly in purely intellectual terms. There is a school of thought that
everything comes from the book, this is not so. As we grow and develop, as we
live, we have to make decisions, we have to think it out, we have to be creative
and innovative as the case may be.

This honourable House would agree that the full development of human
beings requires education in a variety of realms rather than in a single type of
rationality. Man comes to know and experience the world in a variety of ways and
not all of them are reducible to a propositional formulation of them. Our thrust in
the Ministry is based upon the conception of the person who is holistic and not
just a collection of parts. We in the Ministry are looking at the socid,
psychological and even the spiritual development. We are really thinking about
the whol e person.

| want to refer to the work of Bloom and Krath-Wool, two well-known writers
in the field of education, who have given us some guidance in dealing with
educational objectives. They said: "There are three general domains in which
growth and development take place. They are the Psycho-Motor Domain, the
Cognitive Domain and the Affective Domain." | wish to place before this
honourable House that physical education contributes to each of these domains.
Madam Speaker, | should be very happy if today, this honourable House dispels
one misconception which continues to plague the promotion of physical education
in the school curriculum.

Y ou see, Madam Speaker, because of the experiences of some of us, we have
continued for far too long to view physical education simply in terms of the
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physical terms such as "taking a sweat", "just play”, "an opportunity to free up".
Children learn by doing. In the classroom children might be taken through their
paces for example, with some little tamarind seeds placed at strategic points.
While they are putting them down they are counting, one, two and three as the
case may be, so they are learning to count. In the same way if they are taken
outside into the schoolyard, or in the savannah, and you teach them to hop or skip
in an organized manner, they would be hopping, skipping and counting at the
same time. This is what we are thinking about. | want to reiterate that children
learn by doing. We continue to live with the concept of physical training. We
have not changed with the adjustment to physical education, which attends to the
person with holistic intent, rather than simply separating his/her physical being for
specific attention.

| am sure you have often heard the terms "send them to play”, but you learn a
lot by structured playing in a physical education programme. For the information
of this House, Madam Speaker, our physical education programme when
perceived from itsreal perspective, would show the following:

1. The building of the physical through the development of the various
organic systems of the body. The result being, that students would be
able to sustain greater effort, to recover and resist fatigue. Consequently,
they would be physicaly fit, healthier, and their level of productivity
would be enhanced.

Even now, Members are sleeping uncontrollably in this House, they cannot stand
therigours. Thisis where it becomes very important.

2. Psycho-motor development enhances the performance of physica
movement. Activity is more proficient, graceful and aesthetically
pleasing, using as little energy as possible.

Again, Madam Speaker, | could draw reference in this House. | am seeing some
people gracefully walking in here and taking their places, and then there are
others lumbering around and getting problems to move and so forth. So physical
education is very important. | hasten to add that this has implications for one's
work, play and other activities that require physical movement.

The cognitive domain alluded to earlier, facilitates the accumulation of a body
of knowledge and the ability to think and interpret. Just as a surgeon, the Member
for Tabaquite would have to think about how to perform hisjob on a patient as the
case may be, the same way the sportsperson has to think on the playing field. To
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perform you have to think on the playing field whether you are a footballer or a
boxer, whatever discipline.

Psycho-motor activities must be learned; the coordination involved in various
movements must be mastered and adapted to one's activities, whether walking,
running, playing tennis or football. In all these activities, one must think and
coordinate the muscular and nervous systems.

7.35p.m.

There is accumulating evidence which suggests that properly implemented
physical education programmes in schools contribute to improved academic
performance. Through the ineffective domain or the social development, students
are able to make personal adjustments, group adjustments and adjustments as
members of society. Physical education provides valuable opportunities for
making these adjustments, where children learn to co-operate; where they learn
teamwork—we have a solid, well-knitted team on this side—where they learn to
appreciate individual differences, their strengths and weaknesses.

The value of self-discipline. For instance, a footballer has a game to play at
4.30 p.m. and the coach tells him to arrive at 3 o'clock. He has to conform and he
has to be a disciplined man to get there at 3 o'clock—punctuality, regularity, all
these things. Even on the playing field, a forward might receive a ball—I am
talking about football, the most widely played sport in the world—and he might
be in a position very close to the goal but the angle is sort of tight and he sees a
colleague in a better position to score and he dlips the ball to him. That is being
unselfish. These are lessons a person learns which helps that person throughout
hisor her life.

My colleague, the hon. Minister of Sport and Y outh Affairs, quite eloquently
and explicitly outlined our team's effort at leading our citizenry from foundation
through participation and performance to excellence; our effort at ensuring
increased quality participation by all from the cradle to the grave. A well-
structured physical education programme lays the groundwork for future
participation and the attainment of excellence in sport. Additionally, physical
education activities foster habit-forming behavioural patterns that will impact on
long-term health and social fitness.

The Ministry of Education has seen it fit to conduct in-service training courses
for physical education teachers at al levels, from pre-school up to secondary
level, and this would be an ongoing process. It has also seen it fit to have a specia
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division in the Ministry of Education with responsibility for promoting physical
education in schools.

In conclusion, as a Member of the Government’s team, | support the hon.
Minister of Finance for a splendid job well done; a budget properly thought out
and well presented. In my opinion, this budget has sent a clear signal. It shows
that the Government cares, it is getting the job done and that it knows where it is
going. As | take my seat, may | take a page from the Opposition and go back in
time by saying, "There ain't no stopping us now."

Thank you.

Dr. Carl Singh (Tabaquite): Madam Speaker, | know it is late and we tend to
lapse in memory. However, | congratulate the Member for Tunapuna for a well-
presented, holistic approach to education of the child. He has, with his mode of
presentation, brought down the temperature in the Chamber much more to a level
where we can enjoy.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Civilized debate!

Dr. C. Singh: This Bill seeks to provide for the services of Trinidad and
Tobago for the year ending December 31, 1995 by authorizing the issue from the
Consolidated Fund, the sum of $10,163,998,788. | quote from page 1 of the
budget speech:

"By the end of 1994, we will have exceeded our economic growth projections
by 100 per cent, realizing a 4 per cent real growth rate for the year, the highest
since 1981. In the first half of the year, exports rose 14 per cent in US dollar
terms. In the non-oil sector, Trinidad and Tobago exporters sold an impressive
30 per cent more of our goods and services abroad; inflation is down from last
year; the currency is remarkably stable; job creation is exceeding job losses
and, as aresult, the rate of unemployment is falling. The rate of investment is
up, and we expect direct foreign investment in 1995 to reach an amazing US
$1.2 billion, practically us $1,000 per capita. And we have been paying our
external debt which is now reduced to us $2.1 billion. The Financial Times
has identified our country as a hemispheric leader in terms of readiness for the
challenges of the new free trade environment.”

The Minister of Finance described the 1995 budget as a good news one. My
leader, an economist, has described it as an exercise in futility. The Member for
Oropouche, also an economist of prominence, described it as aflash in the pan. I,
not being an economist but one who practises economics, describe the budget, and
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indeed the whole parliamentary system, as irrelevant and an exercise in futility,
because when Members on this side raise issues in the House, the answers given
are usualy irrelevant.

| quote the Hansard of November 4, 1994 when | raised the question of
employment practices in the Mota Trace (URP) Agricultura Project. | said at that
time that | had visited that project and there were few activities going on. There
was a URP watchman, and what | have been told is that to get a 10-days one has to
produce one’s party ticket. When thisis done, one gets a couple of days work. The
person who runs the project is a retiree of the Trinidad Cement Company and in
receipt of pension from both this company and the National Insurancce Board.

The reply by the Minister of Works and Transport and Minister of Local
Government states:

"With regard to the employment practices, my understanding is that the
normal procedures are used. | have checked al of the employment records for
a number of fortnights which indicate that all the workers come from within
the prescribed three-mile radius. | do not think there is much moretoit.

My further intervention says:

"Dr. Singh: Madam Spesker, is the Minister saying this person who is in
charge of the project is not a retiree; is not in receipt of a pension from the
Trinidad Cement Company; is not in receipt of pension from NIB? Is he
saying that to this House?"

Thereply to that intervention was as follows:
"Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, thisis new information.”

This was my contention of what was happening in that particular situation in
Mota Trace.

7.45p.m.

Madam Speaker, from the formal reading of the budget statement a near state
of euphoria was whipped up. If one reads the printed media, the South Chamber
of Commerce, Express of December 1, 1994, page 10: "1995 Budget: Bright
picture for the future".

Madam Speaker, the budget was torn to bits by the Member for Caroni East
by economic analysis of material presented to this House to show the deception of
the honey-imbued budget presentation. What are the indicators to show that there



1096

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[DR. SINGH]

Is growth? The Member for Couva North dealt with those extensively. To my
way of thinking, if there is economic progressin a country, it should be seen pari
passu with what is happening in the country.

Can we say, redligtically, that we have better roads today? |s the health care
system any better? What about the school facilities? Students are sent home
because of lack of water; some children are asked to bring their chairs or bring
water in a bottle to school. Are those indictors of real growth? Thereistalk about
decreasing unemployment.

Madam Speaker, what are we considering when we are talking about
unemployment? The Minister stated in his speech that those jobs that were lost,
those who were retrenched or retired, were replaced by the 12,000 jobs that were
created. My simple contention is, all right, so if you have replaced what you have
lost, what happens to the 15,000 students that come out of secondary and tertiary
ingtitutions? Are they not going to be added to the unemployed list? That is a
simple reasoning as far as | am concerned. | am not going into the statistics,
because one can make statistics do what one wants and this has been used
effectively by the presentation.

Mr. Valley: Member for Caroni East.

Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, the water supply islandwide is bad. Crime:
We have created history this year, as we have had more than 100 murders
committed in a society of this size with a detection rate less than 48 per cent.
These are some of the indicators one would look at in any society where
economic activity, progress and growth are taking place.

Madam Speaker, none of these indicators show any meaningful improvement
during 1994. It seems to be paper documentation telling the population to believe
that everything is hunky-dory. They fooled the population in 1991 when false
promises were made in their PNM Manifesto. The UNC warned the population, but
it seems as though "they like it so".

Dr. Baboolal: Come on Carl, you are disappointing me, | did not expect—

Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, in order to distribute wealth, one has to
produce wealth. | shall repeat that, Madam Speaker. In order to distribute wealth,
one must produce wealth.

Mr. Valley: Thatisvery original.

Dr. C. Singh: We cannot invent the wheel any more.
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Dr. Baboolal: | guessyou will know about that part.

Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, we would also appreciate that when foreign
transnationals, big corporations, come to Trinidad to invest in our country, they
are coming to invest because the terms and conditions are good. They are coming
to invest to make money, not to improve the lifestyle of the people of Trinidad
and Tobago. We have to do that ourselves. The Member for Siparia made it quite
clear. We have to develop Trinidad and Tobago. Foreigners are not coming to do
that, but rather to take from Trinidad and Tobago.

Dr. Baboolal: When ours go abroad they do the same thing.
Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, | turn briefly to social services.
Dr. Baboolal: Let us hear it.

Dr. C. Singh: The Minister, last year and this year, gave us quite a treat.
How much has been accomplished is another question.

Mr. Palackdharrysingh: Madam Santa Claus?

Dr. C. Singh: | know the Minister is working assiduously to reach some of
these threshol ds she has described and has set herself.

Dr. Baboolal: Thank you.

Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, the 6 per cent increase in insurance premium,
the increasing of the business levy from .25 to .5 per cent, and the reduction in the
VAT collections range to $100,000 per year would definitely pass on al these
expenses to the consumer. You see, if one is running a business and collects or
has sales up to $100,000 a year, one would hardly make $10,000 profit. The
Minister has changed the tax bracket, asit were.

Those who are making less than $12,000 are not required to file an income tax
return. So you have reduced this, thereby, again, collecting from a lower level,
having brought down the bracket to $100,000. The insurance of 6 per cent is quite
a big sum and what | cannot understand is that you are saying you are going to
take 1 per cent of this money and put it in a fund to pay to those who have been
unable to collect their insurance payment in certain types of accidents.

Dr. Baboolal: Injury.

Dr. C. Singh: You are aiding and abetting people not to insure their cars so
that the funds put there would be paid. This type of insurance should not be
placed in the general insurance fund, but rather should be confined, maybe, to
motor insurance alone.
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I come now briefly to old age pension. Every time | speak on the budget, |
raise this point. It is a sore point that the ceiling for receipt of old age pension is
$5,000 a year. This is neither here nor there. We also have to appreciate that no
tax returns are required for $12,000 and under; no taxes are paid from $16,000
down. There are certain sliding scales and there are reliefs up to $20,000. Why are
we having difficulty in raising the ceiling to say, $10,000, which is quite
reasonable? You see, the citizens who are going to benefit from this type of
change are those who require the money for the purposes of food, clothing, shelter
and, more importantly, as we get a bit older we succumb to many more illnesses.
The Minister of Health would support me on this. If one goes to the health offices
or hospitals, one gets little or no medicine; one has to face the drug stores and
when one does so, it is a different type of music.

7.55p.m.

Another part | am going to touch on is the Nationa Insurance Board. From
what | have read in the press, there is an imposition on persons who collect
benefits from the National Insurance Board. They are telling you to open a bank
account; from next year they are going to post your cheque to the bank. Thisis an
imposition. It should be an option. If you want your benefits to be posted to the
bank, so be it, but otherwise the cheques should be forwarded to the people.

I will tell you why. Thisis particularly so for those who are living in the rural
areas, where there are no banking facilities. Let us say, Brasso, there are no banks
there. So a person who is in receipt of a pension has to either journey to Couva or
Chaguanas, and today, with the lack of public transport, the cost could be
exorbitant and difficult. Indeed, in some cases, these recipients would need to
have someone accompany them, again, biting away at the little pittance they
collect as pensioners from this organization.

So this is important. What these people do in the country is endorse the
cheque, go to the shopkeeper and exchange it for goods and so forth. It makes life
easier and better for those who have shed their blood, sweat and tears to build this
country in which we are now working and living and trying to enjoy ourselves.

There is another important aspect which the Member for Barataria/San Juan
mentioned, about life certification. What happens is, a pensioner or recipient of
benefits from NIB has to go to someone to authenticate and to say that he or sheis
aive. That isfine. | have seen certification requirements from Trintoc in Pointe-a-
Pierre; employees of that company bring these forms to me. What we are trying to
prevent with that type of life certification is those who have died and otherwise
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disqualified from collecting these benefits. But why do we have to put a burden
on this person al the time to come for certification six-monthly, or yearly? That
would mean you would have to make trips 10, 20 times, for the rest of your life.

Again, many of these people would require someone to take them to and fro.
What | am saying, if this is what we are afraid of, why not use the Registrar
General’s Office? Death is notified; from that office must emanate information to
all the agencies simultaneously so that this type of information could be brought
to the fore. These are simple things, to have this information passed on to the
relevant paying agent.

What happens now, as | said before, it may take 10, 20 years to continue to
get certification, but you are going to die only once; you are not going to die 20

times. So one certificate would be sufficient, rather than making 20 trips to have
life certification.

Madam Speaker: The sitting of the House is suspended until 8.30.
8.00 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
8.35 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Dr. C. Singh: Madam Speaker, before the break, | was talking about the
development of Trinidad with respect to the foreigners coming to develop it. The
Member for Diego Martin East mentioned that the methanol company had spent
over $200 million, pumped into the economy of Trinidad and Tobago for its
development. What | find mysterious, or baffling, is that he did not mention the
guantum of money that left the country through that company by way of services
to foreigners, materials brought in and other ways. He did not mention that, which
is an important component: one spent $200 million, but how much left the country
at the same time?

| want to talk briefly about the TT $550 million which is to be spent towards
the development of the infrastructure for the setting up of the liquefied natural gas
plant in La Brea. | have no qualms, and, indeed, setting up a plant of that nature in
a different setting from Point Lisas might be a good thing because an
environmentalist mentioned recently that that is sitting on a powder keg. If one
has all one's eggsin one basket and something happened, everything would blow up.

| think this is important, and in planning the economy this would be a good
move. At the same time we must reconsider, put on our think tank, to come up
with something different.
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Now, methane and ethane are the two major components of the natural gas we
are talking about. The main source of these are on the north coast and the eastern
seaboard and we have lines that are crossing the country already to Point Lisas, |
believe. Why can this type of industrial estate not be placed in the northeastern
setting? We would be saving a tremendous amount of money in running pipelines
across the country just to facilitate this.

We are suffering from unemployment and | think agriculture is the best route
whereby this problem can be tackled with safety, and to a certain extent, bringing
the citizens closer. If one uses $1 million to set up a farm, one would be able to
set up over 200 small farms that can produce food; think again about setting up
this plant in the northeastern part of the country.

With the liquefied natural gas, where is the market going to be located? They
are al going to be located in North America, the eastern seaboard; Puerto Rico
and maybe, fringes of Western Europe. We are on the fringe of the Atlantic which
might be a more suitable location for this type of setting.

With respect to the LNG and the compressed natural gas, | am not sure that
Government is redly doing its best to utilize the compressed natural gas for
automobile use. If the Government was really serious about this, for the last two
years all new vehicles coming into Trinidad should have had the dual mechanism
for the use of petrol and the compressed gas installed at source. This would have
been cheaper, one may have gotten a better job done, but when one has to import
these things and set up plantsin Trinidad to establish it, again, we are moving in a
retrograde step. This should be thought of seriously. Right now, from press
releases, the people who are peddling the CNG are complaining about problemsin
selling it. Thisis another suggestion | would like to put to this House.

Madam Speaker, | want to touch briefly on the establishment of anational tote
system. A national tote system is being established for the purpose of collecting
taxes. Central racing facilities were placed eccentrically, not in the central part of
Trinidad. One would have to appreciate that for the plant and machinery set up at
Santa Rosa, the sales must be in the vicinity of $1 million per day to cover the
cost of running horse racing for one day.

People have to take a day to go to that track. There are many people in South
who patronize horse racing and there are quite a few prominent horse owners. It
would have cost much more to continue with the Centra Racing Complex at
Caroni in which there is some infrastructure to the tune of $120 million buried.
However, having agreed to support the racing facilities to be set up in Arima, the
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Government could have waited a while. | understand the lease for the complex at
the Queen’s Park Savannah, Port of Spain expires some time in 1997—improve
the facilities there and continue at Union Park for another two to three years.
When the economy would have become buoyed we could then spend the money
centrally where it would take the same time to come from Port of Spain, Arima
and South.

As | said before, horse racing is a sport of kings, but the kings are dying out,
and one has to get the patronage from the average citizen. If one has $100 or $200
in one's pocket to go to horse racing, and one has to spend $50 on transport and
lunch, what would one bet with? This is an important aspect of the horse-racing
facility.

According to the 1995 Budget Satement—The Measures, in order to have
these measure fully implemented, there would be certain amendments and
changes in the existing regulations. As one would appreciate, the present standing
is 25 per cent taxation on bets, and it is now reduced to 10 per cent. Secondly,
sections 36(1) and 29(3) are to be amended.

| would now briefly discuss the taxation. It is proposed to run this betting by
two parallel bodies; one controlled by the betting shops and the other by the race
track. According to the proposal, the annual minimum levy of $400,000 will be
paid in four equal quarterly instalments of $100,000 on January 2, April 1, July 1
and October 1; and alicence fee of $100,000.

Following this, on page 17:

"By the end of each month, following the quarter commencing April 30, 1995,
the amount remitted by the bookmaker representing the 10% tax collected will
be compared with the $100,000 quarterly minimum levy which the
bookmaker has paid. If the amount of tax collected for a quarter and remitted
to the Betting Levy Board is higher than $100,000 then the levy will be
refunded.”

The Government is saying that if a person collects these taxes, then he would pay
only $100,000 licence fee because it is going to refund whatever one pays. That is
what is stated here.

It is not that the Government is collecting $500,000 from this betting agency,
it is collecting $100,000; he can take his bets and take the bet money, pay what he
owes and get back his $100,000.
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They are collecting tax and they must realize that the bookmakers run races
300—310 days per year. They are making a mint there and they can easily fix the
books, which they do. There is what is called the White Paper betting that never
passes through the till. They collect tax plus the bet and this is not turned over to
the tax collectors because it is difficult to monitor.

| am saying, if you are collecting a levy and it is not on the pretext that you
are collecting the 10 per cent tax on the bet, you are paying it before you collect
it. That iswhat is being said according to the document.

We are going to lose much by this system, because if the 10 per cent tax
collected and remitted to the Betting Levy Board is lower than the $100,000 levy
then the tax will be refunded. If it is less, you keep the $100,000 and refund part.
In other words, thisis not going to really benefit the tax man.

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, just to assist the Member. It seems as though |
am missing the point he is making.

The concept is that the minimum that a shop would pay in any one year is
$400,000, so that for any quarter if the amount collected exceeds the $100,000,
then you keep that, and you refund the $100,000. Basically, what you are going to
do is be given the difference. And similarly, if it is lower than the $100,000 you
keep the $100,000 so that that system would ensure that you get a minimum of
$400,000 for the year plus the $100,000 licence.

Dr. C. Singh: Yes, that is so, but then this bookmaker pays only his $100,000
because you are paying him to collect tax. The $400,000 that he is supposed to
pay in addition to his $100,000 licence, he gets it back. He can say, "Look, | take
these bets to the extent of this amount, these are taxpayers—pay that—and | am
paying $100,000 a year to run my shop.” This is where | think you would have
some problems.

Madam Speaker, there were two proposals, one that both types of betting
under the bookmakers and the race club run under the National Tote System as
paralel bodies.

| have some figures to show the disparity in running it as two parallel bodies.
Asit stands, under the present system of taxation the Betting Levy Board collects
approximately $10.3 million as follows:

From bookmakers annual fees of 25 outlets of $100,000, $2.5 million; annual
levy 25 outlets—this was an imposed levy—of $200,000, $5 million; annual
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licence fees for 40 days of outlets from the race club amounting to another $2.82
million; agrand total of $10.32 million.

Anticipating that if this should run under the National Tote System under the
aegis of the Betting Levy Board, 20 existing shops at $100,000 per day for 310
days would be $620,000. Further 14 new shops say at 100 per day for 310 days,
$1.24 million; race clubs, 100 per day per 40 days, $4,000. The turnover in
existing shops would bring in about $31 million, the new shops would amount to
$12.4 million and the race clubs will bring $2.8 million bringing a grand total of
about $48.64 million. What has been happening? A cartel existed, if | may put it
that way, that four or five persons got afranchise, if | may use that term, and were
given alicence. What they were doing with 25 shops running; five people owned
that—Ilicensed in their name but it was run individually and a vast sum of money
collected. You really cannot collect this 10 per cent that you are talking about as
taxation. How are you going to do it? Y ou have to educate the people. The white
paper bets are going to continue so. That is one of the figures there. | thought that
consideration should be given about the taxation in this particular area. These
people are going to get off by paying $100,000; collecting the other $100,000
from the people and whatever white paper bets they get plus tax. So much for the
tote system.

The health system: The health institutions received much pounding recently in
this Chamber. | want to read from the PNM Manifesto of 1991; nice paper, good
glazed cover. At page 33 it says:

"The PNM Government will reorganize the primary health care system..."

This is not so. Let us face it. You cannot go to the periphery and get anything
really done. If you go at two or three o'clock in any health office in the periphery
there is nothing going on, period.

"The PNM Government will reorganize the primary health care system to:

- establish twenty-four (24) hour emergency health care facilities in both
urban and rural centres to ease pressures on the main hospitals and provide
easily accessible medical attention.”

That is very good. Thisis what we are saying. This is what we want. But thisis
not so. There was chanting around the Parliament building today with the closure
of the Couva Hospital. If | remember correctly, plans were afoot to build a new
hospital in Couva sometime before. The facilities have been closed from 8.00
am.—4.00 p.m. and recently, according to press releases, two persons died.
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They were taken to the hospital suffering from severe asthmatic attacks, and
they had to journey either to Chaguanas or San Fernando. This is something that
can be managed in a casualty department with equipment to ventilate the patient.
More importantly, | think Couva particularly because it is really in the centre of
the industrial area. There is the southern area with the cement plant in Point
Lisas, Plipdeco and other commercia settings there. This facility should be
improved to provide a 24-hour service for the sick.

When | look at the development programme, | see $61.54 million estimated
for the Ministry of Health for 1995. Of this, | notice that $20.24 million would be
spent for the re-development of San Fernando General Hospital. Earlier, | was
informed that over $16 million had aready been alocated for furnishing the
extension of the San Fernando General Hospital. | was told that it has already
been allocated; it is now coming in the development programme for 1995.

Another development is the construction of the new Arima Hospital health
facility at a cost of $12.3 million. That construction process has been going on for
maybe two years. The Minister would enlighten us when he addresses us. That
brings a grand total of $32.54 million. A further allocation of $29 million would
be spent on management, development and training; $3.36 million technical
support; $12.29 million specific studies; $2.1 million ambulance service; $2
million communication programme project executing unit, physical infrastructure,
refurbishing of C40 building Chaguaramas, public buildings and so forth, to bring
it to agrand total of $61.54 million.

Nothing is said here about Mayaro which is a tourist attraction; sea bathing,
the gas company and the oil company. There are no facilities there. Again, that is
an area that needs a 24-hour service.

Madam Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member’'s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. R. Palackdharrysingh]

Question put and agreed to.

Dr. C. Singh: Thank you, Madam Speaker and Members. | did not intend to
be so long, but it isimportant that | continue.

Point Fortin is limping aong. Agan, the Government is planning a
development programme. There is a refinery and the Government is looking for a
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partner to either buy or develop and it is setting up the plant in La Brea, Brighton.
It is necessary that this type of ingtitute be strengthened, and further
Implementation taken to provide all the basic necessities.

| come to Caura Hospital which is also dated for closing down. In Trinidad,
we are looking for the country to be the nodal position in this part, transport wise,
north-south and across the Atlantic and as the financial capital of the Caribbean.
Would it not be of historical importance that we, too, move forward in the
development of some research, particularly in conditions of the HIV infection?
There seems to be avery high incidence of thisinfection in Trinidad. The patients
are being mixed all over the place and research is being done all over the world.
The conditions are ideal to set up something properly at Caura.

We would also appreciate that with the HIV infection moving on and affecting
many persons, what would happen is that there would be a resurgence of dormant
tuberculosis. It would be better that this facility be improved. Research can be
done there and we have our own Prof. Bartholomew who had made some progress
in this field, together with Dr. Gallo from the United States of America. This
would also be afirst for usin the Caribbean, if we should do that. | have afeeling
if research is set up in this particular aspect, we would get funding maybe from
international agencies.

Unlike malaria, the incidence of which is pretty high in Africa, the
international community does not bother with that as there is not much of that in
say, the United States of America. With respect to HIv, however, the money
would be spent on research in this particular field. | have made this remark before.
If there are people of eminence who do research, money would follow from the
drug companies and other international agencies. | think this would be a step in
the right direction, rather than let the facility die.

Princes Town is a hub of activity. In addition to that, recently, someone made
the request that it be converted into a borough. It is a bustling little town; the
traffic is terrible; one can hardly pass through from one end to the next. It takes
about half an hour to travel about one and a half miles. This facility should not be
closed down; there should be a 24-hour service. | am not saying that there should
be all these different levels of management, but minor cuts, bruises, scorpion
stings, asthmatic attacks, people suffering from acute heart failure and illnesses of
this nature, could be managed at this level, if the facilities are there.

| come now to the prancing white elephant, Mount Hope. | have said before,
and | would maintain this, that the regionalization has included that unit in
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marginalization in health care in Trinidad and Tobago. This was produced by Dr.
Daphne Phillips. It states:

"Workers are likely to experience decline in their condition of work and
service in relation to salary and income levels; control of their work and
conditions of employment. Members of the health care profession are likely to
experience the process of deprofessionalization and the customary redress
offered by the Public Service Commission including the security of tenure
would be removed."

9.05 p.m.

It continues:

"It is my contention that the proposed health care reform has potential to
push both workers and clients at the edge of the health care system, to make
them hostile and unfriendly.”

Thisistrue. One does not want that type of environment when one is treating sick
people since they are no longer of central concern to the system.

| would read again from another document. This is a letter headed, General
Hospital, San Fernando, and addressed to the Speciaist Medical Officers, Genera
Hospital, San Fernando, and signed by Stewart Smith, Hospital Administrator. |
will read just a couple of lines from this document in my possession. It says here:

"The next accusation made against me was my involvement in clinical
decisions. Y ou would note so far, that my actions are well within my sphere of
influence and authority. The quality of care provided by the medical officers
a the institution is the domain of the Medical Chief of Staff. The power of
discipline however, rests with the Permanent Secretary, which is delegated to
the Accounting Officer, i.e., the Hospital Administrator, not the Medical Chief
of Staff."

That is the power the Member for Oropouche mentioned when he said that
muscles were being flexed in anticipation of this uncontrollable power. He went
on that they were having some controversy with respect to time-off and
accumulated time and so forth, and this was the response to that aspect of the
problem. Thisis areference to Specialist Medical Officers.

"The agreement was, since private practice is not alowed between 8.00
am.—4.15 p.m., Monday to Thursday and 8.00 am.—4.00 p.m. Friday, the
administration will turn a blind eye to private practice during these hours..."
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That is a dangerous precedent to create. They are telling me that if | am a
specialist | can sit in my office and practice 8.00 am. to 4.00 p.m. during the
week, as long as | can give them my time on public holidays and over the
weekends. Is that what they are saying here? That is a dangerous precedent for
the Hospital Administrator to espouse. It went on:

"...a blind eye to private practice if in turn medical officers do not bill the
hospital for compensatory time off for coming out on public holidays and
weekends between the hours of 8.00—4.00. Exchange being no robbery, | saw
thisasfair.”

| come to a letter which appeared in the Sunday Express dated November 27,
1994. The tenor in which this letter was written epitomizes arrogance to the
extreme. This was signed by one Lennox R. Williams, Hospital Administrator. |
read from the Express clipping:

"The Editor,

| could not help reading with awry smile the letter entitled, 'Dr. Jankee is
an exemplar', which appeared in the Sunday Express, November 20, 1994,
submitted by Vijay Narayansingh, Consultant Surgeon at Port of Spain
Genera Hospital."

This man is not beyond the law. Listen to the tone. As a Member mentioned,
those who can empathize and work with people. Those who have power ought not
to abuse it. They should try to use it for the betterment of the whole, not
unilaterally. | continue:

"Through the medium of your newspaper, | wish to advise Vijay
Narayansingh, Consultant Surgeon, that when an allegation of misconduct or
indiscipline is made against a public officer, there are certain procedures to
follow. If by following these procedures Dr. Narayansingh is of the opinion
that | have insulted Dr. Neville Jankee then so beit."

That is arrogance being expressed. One should not talk to people like that. If one
has a gardener, one does not speak to him like that.

"l aso wish to advise Dr. Narayansingh that no amount of O-Levels, no
amount of A-Levels, no amount of scholarships, no amount of publications or
for that matter, no amount of working on Saturdays, Sundays and public
holidays can make anyone immune from having the regulations enforced
against him or her."
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So many complaints and accusations have been levelled.

We have had the eggnog tragedy. In-house investigations were carried out.
Public investigations were carried out. Nothing has happened so far. There were
breaches. Nobody at all has been shifted. We have had a strangulation and murder
on the grounds of the St. Ann's Hospital—I do not know maybe it is beyond
mention at thistime. But, what is taking place? Another patient hanged himself in
one of the rooms. What is happening? A patient delivers standing up in the
maternity ward at Mount Hope Medical Complex. What happened? But this is
the attitude of this medical administrator!

"Just as no one is above the law, similarly, no one is above the regulation.
When the cleaner or the hospital attendant or the clerk or the laboratory
technician or the nurse allegedly commits an act of indiscipline or misconduct,
action is taken against him. Therefore, in the same vein, | might well ask:
Who is Dr. Jankee? What is good for the goose is good for the gander."”

Thisisthe kind of arrogance which is espoused at these levels.

There are five regional health authorities proposed. Imagine, this delegation of
power, as we talked about before, coming to play in the administration of the
medical services. You see, sickness is so humiliating, everybody is entitled to be
ill sometime. If oneis chronically ill, it exhausts his financia resources. We must
have a good medical service where the Government's input is prominent.

Mr. Eckstein: | will be responding tomorrow morning and | just want to get
asense of what the Member is saying so that he can assist me in responding.

That letter says that no one is above the law. Are you saying that the
individual, because of his scholarship, is above the regulations? Is that what the
Member is saying? Isthat what is fundamentally wrong with that statement?

Dr. C. Singh: No, it isthe tone, the arrogance that is expressed in that letter.

Mr. Eckstein: | am having difficulty. What the Member reads says that if a
cleaner or anyone else disobeys the rules and regulations, they are subject to
discipline. That iswhat was read. | cannot—

Dr. C. Singh: Sure. The Minister was not listening to the whole letter | read.
| am talking about the tone. One does not handle a gardener or a cleaner at your
home in that manner. He is an administrator. He is the person telling the people
how to go ahead and when he uses that tone—where there is action there will be
reaction. It isas simple as that.
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I come now to this Tobago case: "Baby dies while doctors haggle over
money". [Interruption] Yes| will read it for you. | had mentioned it before. A
person can go to any of the health offices in the South and in the other areas and
access treatment to the San Fernando Hospital or the Port of Spain Hospital
without areferral. Isthat true?

We are having five regiona authorities to run the health services. These are
five mini ministries. This child was referred from Tobago. The article appeared on
page 3 of the Express dated Thursday, November 24, 1994.

"A three-month-old Tobago girl died at the Eric Williams Medical Sciences
Complex while hospital authorities haggled over who should pay for her stay
there, aTV6 specia investigation has reveaed.”

Now a person can go from one area to the other and access treatment, but at
Mount Hope you cannot do that.

9.15p.m.

| am reading just parts of it. A transfer was requested from Port of Spain. The
child was referred from Tobago to Port of Spain and from Port of Spain the
referral was to Mount Hope.

"The child made it to the intensive care unit at Mt. Hope but died waiting to
be hooked up to the machine because money could not be paid up front,
according to medical personnel on duty at the time, TV 6 reported.

The paediatric consultant on duty at Port of Spain at the time has written
to the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health and the Chief Medical
Officer to register her 'utter disgust at the circumstance leading to the death of
this child.’

The letter said that the chief of staff at the Mt. Hope Hospital agreed that
the patient would be accepted ‘providing financing would be arranged before
transfer.™

Now, tell me, this child came from Tobago, was in Port of Spain, the facilities
were not available in Port of Spain, the child was transferred to Mount Hope and
while they were haggling over who was going to pay the bill, the child died. And
they are telling me that if one moves from Toco/Manzanilla and goes to Cedros
they could get treatment in any of the regiona authorities? If this is a situation
that exists today, with the arrogance expressed on the other side, what would be
the situation with the health servicesin Trinidad and Tobago? Thisiswhat | am
concerned abouit.



1110
Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994

Mr. Bereaux: Would the Member give way to a question, please? Let us
assume that the doctor at the Eric Williams Medical Sciences Complex at Mount
Hope did what he did improperly, do you not think that the administrator there
should have handled him and dealt with him the way he would deal with a cleaner
or anybody else?

Dr. C. Singh: But that was not to be, it has not happened.
Mr. Bereaux: Are you saying that is what should happen?

Dr. C. Singh: Of course, because this is the legitimacy of the treatment to
which the child was entitled. One is transferred from one region to Port of Spain
and from Port of Spain to Mount Hope and while haggling, the three-month-old
child died. Why should it be?

Mr. Bereaux: That is why the administrator in San Fernando was correct in
saying what he said.

Dr. C. Singh: | want this to be abundantly clear, | am not saying that there
should be no discipline for indiscipline, | am talking about the tone.

| come now to avery important part of the Ministry of Health, the medicines.

Mr. Casimire: It is clear from the letter that there is a squabble over
authority at the hospital—

Dr. C. Singh: Who isgoing to pay?

Mr. Casimire: No, no, | have gone back to the first case, not of the case of
the child.

Dr. C. Singh: There was no payment in that one.

Mr. Casimire: | am going back to the case from the San Fernando General
Hospital, the letter from the Administrative Officer in charge of San Fernando
General Hospital to the Specialist Medical Officers. Do you not see it as a
guestion of trying to ascertain who is realy in charge of the hospital? | suspect
that one would get many more of those letters coming. What is happening here, as
| seeit, isthe question of deciding who isreally in charge? Thereisafight going
on, whether one likes it or not. | see it as an administrator myself that there is a
fight going on between the medical section and the lay section; they feel the
layman has no authority over them. | have worked in a hospital myself.

Dr. C. Singh: During the debate on the Supplementary Appropriation Bill, it
is stated quite clearly, the delegation of power is going down the line and the
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Member for Oropouche made the point quite clearly, that "fellas are flexing their
muscles to show who is boss'. This is not the attitude. Bosses do not behave so,
they behave differently. To get things done they do not have to let indiscipline
pass, but he has agreed that he will turn his eye—you are a specidist, go and
practice 8.00 am. to 4.00 p.m. and come and work on Saturday and weekends. Is
that what one wants as an administrator? And then you say, heis correct.

| have a clipping here from the Newsday of December 1, 1994—this is the
chaos | have a fear about in the medical field. | quote “More rationing of drugs in
1995”, written by Kris Rampersad:

"The shortage of drugs at public health institutions is expected to continue
next year, according to Senior Pharmacist at Nipdec, Nicholas George.

George told Newsday that the alocation of $48 million for hospital
supplies in the 1995 Budget is inadequate to purchase all the pharmaceuticals
and non-pharmaceuticals needed.

'Only about 60 per cent goes towards purchasing drugs...'

That is to say of the alocation, 60 per cent goes towards medicine, while the
remainder goes towards buying toiletries and linens. He continues:

"He said some 500,000 prescriptions are dispensed annually which implies
that each prescription is technically alocated only three dollars.”

One could hardly buy aspirin for $3.00. The article continues:

"He estimated that it will require some $100 million to meet the demand
for pharmaceuticalsin the country...

Nipdec, responsible for purchasing, storing and distributing
pharmaceuticals and non-pharmaceutical supplies to public health institutions,
called a meeting with suppliers yesterday.

George said they are challenged to minimise the shortages and increase
the number of people who receive adequate health care, explaining that
priorities will have to be identified and the most urgent needs met first
through establishment of a'vital and essential’ list."

Thisis what is going to be; we have mentioned this before. Patients are going to
be short-changed when they go to the ingtitutions, they would be kept two days instead
of seven and then they would put one outside to fend for onesdlf. He continues:

"...Emergency care, surgery and injection supplies will be top priority items
while less critical supplies that are available from the private pharmacy
dispensaries will receive lower priority."
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So that if one could buy something outside, they would not give you that at all.

"We will have to ration’, he said. He noted that the country has $10
million worth of drugs in stocks, while some $12 million had to be disposed
of because of being expired.”

They expire $12 million worth of drug and then to dump it, who is responsible for
that? Is the drug distribution system computerized? Do they know what they
have? | have had the experience during the years | worked in the health
services—a voucher is sent to the dispensary for drugs, the officer sits there, too
lazy to go inside to bring the drugs so he tells you it does not have. Two or three
months later they come back to say, "We have these drugs which are expiring, use
them". Thisis the system that is going on. Twelve million dollars worth of drugs
had to be dumped? This is where one eye specialist was saying that he was
advised by the administrator to use expired drugs and he said, no way. He
continues:

“...'Itis obvious that our purchasing patterns must avoid a recurrence of large
amounts of expired stocks,” he said, also calling for better management of
materials at the institutions.”

9.25 p.m.

This year the Ministry of Health has settled for $48 million. | would quote
some figures here. In 1990, $60 million was voted for drugs; in 1991, $60.4
million was voted for drugs; in 1992, $54 million; 1993, $36 million; 1994; $45
million.

In 1993, our money was devalued, so commensurate with the $60 million in
1990 we should have had an allocation of $80 million to meet the demand then.
Today, you would also appreciate that many more people are accessing the health
office and these places for drugs which they cannot find. This is adding more
burden to secondary level of treatment. What is happening? You get less than
half of the prescribed drugs, you go home, you relapse and you go back in the
hospital. As the Minister said sometime before, it costs so much more to keep a
patient in the ward than to keep him home. After the patients have been stabilized
and they are sent home they can be cared for, but they do not have the drugs or
the money to buy them. Thisisthe other situation that we experience.

We also read about balloon angioplasty, coronary heart disease being treated
in Mount Hope, and bypass coronary artery surgery. Recently, | read where joint
replacements are conducted at Mount Hope. | want this House and the nation to
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know that these are al done by private enterprise, and the facilities at Mount
Hope are just used on arental basis, if | may put it so. As | said initially, Mount
Hope is a prancing white elephant. We cannot run it by receiving fees, it would
never work. As | have said before, if we cannot get input from foreign countries,
such as somebody running the medical faculty, some other country running the
dental faculty and somebody running the veterinary school, we are lost. | have a
very strong feeling that the Government, gearing towards divestment, should
probably think seriously about divesting Mount Hope and using the funds to
strengthen the peripheral medical facilitiesin Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Eckstein: Are you suggesting a divestment of Mount Hope?
Dr. C. Singh: Yes. Let it go out of the ambit of the Government.
Mr. Eckstein: Isthat your party’s position to privatize Mount Hope?

Dr. C. Singh: That is the way | am seeing it now. | am sorry, Madam
Speaker. Our party’s position is quite clear for the health services. It is in our
manifesto of 1991. [Interruption] | am talking about my party’s position now.
[ Interruption]

Mr. Eckstein: No, no. Isthe question of privatization your personal feeling?

Dr. C. Singh: Yes. Our party’s position is quite clear. | cannot go through the
details of it now, but it isall written in the manifesto of the UNC.

| would make an appeal for the constituents | represent in this House. | have
done so on every occasion, and like the rest of the country, we have water
problems, health office problems, unemployment problems, school places and
more important access roads. It is basically an agricultural area. Not one of the
agricultural access roads was repaired. | had to visit Mota Settlement Agricutural
Project and that is in shambles, funds are going down the drain. It was supposed
to be handed over to the Ministry of Agriculture, but it is till the URP. | have
raised this question about the road. The Minister replied the last day by saying he
spent $900,000. Part of the road that | am talking about connects Tabaquite to
Guaracara. Nothing has been done in that particular piece of road that changed the
material situation. It is impassable in severa areas. | did not say it is impassable
throughout, but this is what | have noticed and | must raise the matter as the
representative of that constituency.

Madam Speaker, to close on a more philosophical note. Every conflict, beitin
Trinidad and Tobago, Bosnia, Ireland, Africa or the Soviet Union, predicates the
yearning of the human spirit striving to see beauty, truth and relief of human



1114

Appropriation Bill (Budget) Friday, December 02, 1994
[DR. SINGH]

suffering, especially those at the lowest level of society. Madam Speaker, some
people listen and do not hear, but some people hear and do not care.

| thank you.

Motion made and question proposed, That the House do now adjourn to
Saturday, December 03, 1994 at 10.00 am.

Question put and agreed to.
House adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 9.30 p.m.



