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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 1994
The House met at 1.46 p.m.
PRAYERS

[MADAM SPEAKER in the Chair]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Madam Speaker: Hon. Members, | have granted leave of absence from
today's sitting to the Member for Princes Town (Mr. Mohammed Haniff).

APPOINTMENT TO SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE

Madam Speaker: | have aso appointed Mr. Gideon Hanoomansingh to serve
on the Special Select Committee appointed to consider and report on population
policies in place of Miss Hulsie Bhaggan, who has tendered her resignation from
the committee.

PAPERS LAID

1. Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of Investment Recoveries
Limited for the year ended March 31, 1992. [ The Minister of Finance (Hon.
Wendell Mattley)]

2. Report of the Auditor General on the accounts of National Maintenance
Training and Security Company Limited for the year ended December 31,
1993. [Hon. W. Mottley]

Papers 1 and 2 to be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises)
Committee.

3. Report of the Auditor General on the public accounts of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago for the year ended December 31, 1993 and on other
selected audit activities. [Hon. W. Mottley]

To bereferred to the Public Accounts Committee.
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SELECT COMMITTEE REPORTS
Presentation
Dr. Rupert Griffith (Arima): Madam Spesker, | beg to present the following reports:
Flaming Word Ministry

1. Report of the Specia Select Committee of the House of Representatives
appointed to consider and report on a Private Bill for the incorporation of the
Flaming Word Ministry and matters incidental thereto.

Faith International Spiritual Baptist Convention

2. Report of the Special Select Committee of the House of Representatives
appointed to consider and report on a Private Bill for the incorporation of the
Faith International Spiritual Baptist Convention and for matters incidental thereto.

ORAL ANSWERSTO QUESTIONS

Mr. R. L. Maharaj: Madam Speaker, by agreement, there will be a single
response to questions Nos. 96 and 97 from the hon. Minister in the Office of the
Prime Minister responsible for Public Administration.

Kelvin Subran
(Application for Post of Librarian)

96. Mr. Ramesh Mahara] (Couva South) asked the Minister in the Office of
the Prime Minister responsible for Public Administration:

(@ Isthe Minister aware that an application was made by Kelvin Subran
of Cumberbatch Street Extension, Chaguanas, to the Teaching Service
Commission for the post of School Librarian and that such application
is pending for about 10 years?

(b) Could the Minister inform this honourable House whether the
Government has set up any machinery for it to be informed of this
and/or similar matters and, if so, could he inform this honourable
House of the date such machinery was set up and give the particulars
of such machinery?

Vashti Mungal
(Transfer of Service)
97. Mr. Ramesh Maharaj (Couva South) asked the Minister in the Office of
the Prime Minister responsible for Public Administration:

(@ Isthe Minister aware that an application made by Vashti Mungal of
Bamain Village, Couva, attached to the Port Authority of Trinidad
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and Tobago, to the Director of Personnel Administration for her
services to be transferred from the Port Authority of Trinidad and
Tobago to the public service, has been pending for over eight months?

(b) Could the Minister inform this honourable House whether the
Government has set up any machinery for it to be informed of this
and/or similar matters and, if so, could he inform this honourable
House of the date such machinery was set up and give particulars of
such machinery?

The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister responsible for Public
Administration (Hon. Gordon Draper): Madam Speaker, the Minister was
made aware of the two cases through a report from the Director of Personnel
Administration.

At present the receipt, acknowledgement and tracking of correspondence in
the Service Commissions Department is done manually. It is, therefore, difficult
to monitor what is received and to monitor, as well, the action taken in respect of
the thousands of applications received by the Department. In recognition of this
fact, plans have been accepted for the computerization of the Service
Commissions Department. The execution of the first phase of these plans began in
September 1992 with the commencement of installation of an As400 computer
network system. Installation of the system was finalized in February 1993.

An appropriate human resource software package is currently being
customized for use by the department. Pilot testing of the software by the Service
Commissions Department should begin in September 1994. Another package
which will enable the tracking of all correspondence entering the department is
also being adapted for use. At this time the input of existing data from the
department's records is about 25 per cent complete. The final phase will be the
training of staff in the use of these packages. It is anticipated that by January 1995
all the segments of the package will be fully operational.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr.
Mohammed Haniff (Princes Town):

L ocal Government Bodies
(Vehiclesand/or Heavy Equipment)

114. Would the Minister of Works and Transport state:

(@ How many vehicles and/or heavy equipment are attached to each
section of the Ministry of Works at the present time?
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(b) How many vehicles and/or heavy equipment are in each section under
the various categories?
(c) How many of these vehicles and/or equipment were on the register in
each section during the years 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993?
(d) How many of these vehicles and/or equipment were licensed in each

section during the years 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993 and to date for 1994?

Mr. R. L. Maharaj: Madam Speaker, | move that this question be deferred

until next week.

Question, by leave, deferred.
The following questions stood on the Order Paper:

Shortage of Surveyors
(Lands and Surveys Department)

121. Could the hon. Minister of Planning and Development state:

137.

@

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

The number of surveyors who are at present attached to the Lands and
Surveys Department of the Ministry of Planning and Development?

Whether there exists a shortage of land surveyors at the department?

If such a shortage exists at the department, how this is affecting the
operations of the department?

Whether he is aware that survey work at Ablack Trace, Calcutta Road
No. 2 is being delayed as a result of a shortage of surveyors at the
department?

What he intends to do to ensure that surveying works which need to be
done throughout the country will not be delayed? [Mr. R. L. Maharaj]

Street Lights
(Rural Areas)

Could the hon. Minister of Finance state:

In view of the commitment given in the 1994 Budget Speech that part of the
proceeds from the divestment of state enterprises will be allocated to the
provision of street lightsin rural areas:

@

Whether any funds have thus far been released for the provision of
street lighting?
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(b) To which agency/agencies such funds have been released?

(o) If no funds have yet been released, to which agency/agencies it is
intended to release funds when they become available? [Mr. T.
Sudama]

Mr. Maharaj: Madam Speaker, question No. 121 is to the hon. Minister of
Planning and Development and | hope we do not get arequest for deferral.

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, it is apity that we did not say
awhile ago that we did not have the answer to question No. 121. We are asking
for adeferral of only two questions today, 121 and 137.

Mr. Maharaj: | do not know the reason, but question No. 121 has been
deferred on severa occasions. It islong pending.

Madam Speaker: | suggest that you have a word with the Leader of
Government Business. Thereis nothing the Chair can do in such circumstances.

Mr. Maharaj: All | would ask is that the Minister state to this House the
reason that this question is being postponed all the time. This is one of the forms
of accountability and | do not want it to be done behind the Speaker's Chair. |
want the reasons to be stated in the open.

Madam Speaker: Doesthe Minister have a reason?
Hon. K. Valley: Theresearch is continuing.
Questions, by leave, deferred.

Radio Station 98.9 FM
(Lewd Lyrics)

124. Mr. Krish Jurai (Nariva) asked the hon. Prime Minister:

(@ Is the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago aware that the
Government-owned radio station 98.9 FM broadcasts songs with lewd
lyrics on the airwaves?

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, would the Prime Minister state
whether he intends to have this practice stopped, and if so, how?

The Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister responsible for Public
Administration (Hon. Gordon Draper): Madam Speaker, the hon. Prime
Minister is not aware that songs with unacceptable lyrics are aired on the state-
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owned radio station 98.9 FM. The Chief Executive Officer of the National
Broadcasting Service has outlined the procedure in place for the screening of
music on the network service and in relation to 98.9 FM, which is as follows:

— dl musicfor airing on the service must be cleared in advance for airing.

—  the network’s programmer, together with the Programme Administrator
for the service, auditions all new music available to the service.

—  sdlections found to be of dubious taste are withheld from service.

— apolicy is established that prohibits presenters assigned to the service
from using their own records on air, which is a further safeguard to
ensure that unacceptable material is not broadcast.

Mr. Jurai: The Minister is misleading the House because the information
that | have from religious leaders, church groups and youths in this nation is that
this radio station has been playing dub music.

Madam Speaker: That is not a supplemental question. The member is
making a statement.

Mr. Jurai: But heismiseading the House, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: That is not a supplementary question. Will the Member
proceed then to question No. 1277

155p.m.
Road I mprovement

127. Mr. Krish Jurai (Nariva) asked the Minister of Works and Transport and
Minister of Local Government:

Would the Minister state how soon work is expected to begin under the
Road Improvement Fund on the following roads:

St. Andrew/St. David
(@ Plum Mitan Road
(b) Cunapo Southern Road

(c) Sangre Grande Junction Road
Nariva/Mayaro
(@ Cunapo Southern Road
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(b) Biche Ortoire Road

TheMinister of Worksand Transport and Minister of Local Gover nment
(Hon. C. Imbert): Madam Speaker, of the roads indicated, work under the Road
Improvement Fund has already been undertaken on the Cunapo Southern Road
where Bridge 2/24 was reconstructed and work on the reconstruction of Bridge
1/23 is now in progress. Routine maintenance work has also been done on the
roads indicated in the question, and a detailed list will be made available to the
Member.

Repairs to the surfaces of the roads listed under the Road Improvement Fund
Programme will commence in November 1994.

Mr. Jurai: Would the Minister state how soon he expects to release funds to
undertake immediate repairs to the various potholes in these roads?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, as | indicated, a detailed listing of the
routine maintenance work already done and in progress will be made available to
the Member, but an inspection will reveal that considerable work has been done
on al the roads in question.

Esperance Village
(Restor ation of Roads)

128. Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche) asked the Minister of Works and
Transport:

Could the Minister state why he refuses to give a commitment on a
request made since April 1993 by the Esperance Village Improvement
Committee for the restoration of a portion of the S.S. Erin Road between the
% mm and 1 mm and the Papourie Road between the 0 mm and 1 mm in
order to facilitate the laying of water mains on a self-help basisto relieve an
acute water supply problem affecting over 2,000 residents in the area?

The Minister of Worksand Transport and Minister of Local Gover nment
(Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, at present, the ministry is concentrating
al efforts and resources in repairing the country’s main and secondary roads,
which over the years have deteriorated to unsatisfactory conditions due to lack of
adequate funding.

The Member for Oropouche has been advised on several occasions that the
cost of the road reinstatement work involved is in excess of $250,000, and this
expenditure could not be accommodated within the ministry's budget in 1993.
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The actud estimated cogt of the work is now $285,986. The Member for Oropouche
has aso been made aware on several occasions that road reinstatement work after the
laying of water pipdinesisthe responsbility of the Water and Sewerage Authority.

The Ministry of Works and Transport is unable to take over full responsibility
from the Water and Sewerage Authority for this type of road reinstatement work
a this time, since it is concentrating its resources on addressing the seven-year
backlog of road repairs throughout the country.

Nevertheless, as the Member for Oropouche has been advised on several
occasions, based on representations from Members of Parliament and community
groups, the ministry has rescheduled its 1994 road repair programme for the S.S.
Erin Road and Papourie Road and can now give a commitment to fund the cost of
road reinstatement works after the pipe-laying work is carried out.

The Member for Oropouche should aso note that this rescheduling of road
repair work will result in a reduction of work on some of the other roads in the
genera vicinity.

It should also be noted that the ministry is not in a position at this time to
respond positively to other similar requests to fund the cost of road reinstatement
work after major pipe-laying operations, since this would seriously disrupt the
effectiveness of its Road Improvement Programme.

Mr. Sudama: Would the Minister confirm to this House that as a result of a
conversation between the Member for San Fernando East and me, the Member for
San Fernando East phoned the Member for Diego Martin East, who then phoned
me to indicate that he would write to me on this particular issue with respect to
redoration on theSS. Erin Road and Papourie Road? Thiswas, perhaps, over two months
ago. Would he confirm whether such written communication was directed to me?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Spedker, | believe the answer is sdf-explanatory. If the
Member requires written confirmation of the answer, | would do so in letter form.

The following questions stood on the Order Paper in the name of Miss Pamela
Nicholson (Tobago West):

Sewer Systems
(Tobago)

130. (@ Isthehon. Minister of Public Utilities aware that:

(i) Through wAsA, two public sewer systems were designed by the
engineering firm ADEB Consultants for Tobago?
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(i) One system was to cover the town of Scarborough and environs
and the other to cater for the hotel corridor between Plymouth and
Crown Point?

(iii) A contract was awarded to Dive Masters for the construction of the

Scarborough Sewer System in 1989 and that the plant was
commissioned in 1991 but to date, remains non-functional ?

(iv) An interim package treatment plant was constructed at Sangster's

Hill to treat sewage from the Scarborough Post Office, PTSC Bus
Terminus, Scarborough Public Library, Scarborough Shopping
Mall and First Citizens Bank, pending permanent connection to the
Scarborough Public Sewer System?

(v) The interim package treatment plant at Sangster's Hill has been
non-functional for quite some time and that raw sewage flows into
Rockly Bay, thus posing a serious heath hazard to unsuspecting
bathers?

(b) Would the Minister tell this House what are his plans to deal with this

131. (9

(b)

critical problem?

Sewer Treatment Plant
(Tobago)

Is the hon. Minister of Public Utilities aware that because of the
serious threat to the marine environment along the south-western coast
of Tobago, posed by a string of poorly functioning or non-functioning
package treatment plants at Crown Point Airport, Crown Point Hotel,
Tropikist Hotel, Sandy Point Condominiums, Bon Accord and Buccoo
Housing Developments and Mt. Irvine Bay Hotel, the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago signed an agreement with the IADB in December
1988, which provided fundsfor:

(i) A centra collective system and tertiary treatment plant for south-
west Tobago?

(i) Completion of the Scarborough Sewer System?
If the answer isin the affirmative, can the Minister tell this House:

(i) What was the total amount of funds available under this
agreement?

(i) How much has been accessed to date?
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(iii) How much has been alocated to the two sewer systems that were
designed by the engineering firm ADEB Consultants for Tobago, and
how has it been utilized?

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Madam
Speaker, with your kind permission, | require to seek a deferral of one week on
the answers to questions 130 and 131.

Questions, by leave, deferred.
Madam Speaker: The Member for Princes Town is absent.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr.
Mohammed Haniff (Princes Town):

Solomon Hochoy Highway
(Non-functioning Street Lights)

132. Could the Minister of Public Utilities state:

(@ What machinery is used to determine that street lights have stopped
functioning?

(b) Whether he is aware that the street lights along the Solomon Hochoy
Highway, especialy between the Couva and Claxton Bay area, have
not been functioning for months now?

(c) What steps are being taken to ensure that this problem is addressed
expeditiously?

Mr. R. L. Maharaj: Madam Speaker, may | ask for a deferra of this
guestion for aweek.

Question, by leave, deferred.

Penal Waterworks
(Adequate Water Supply)

133. Mr. Sahid Hosein asked the Minister of Public Utilities to state:

(& What plans have been put in place by WASA to ensure that the
following areas receive an adequate supply of water:
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Ramai Trace, Boodoo Trace, Laltoo Trace, Digity Village, Transfer
Village, Siew Trace, Ramsingh Trace, Seebalack Trace, Pena Rock
Road, Seemungal Trace, July Trace, Moolchan Trace, Sinanan Street,
Bhupsingh Park, Batchyia Village, Old San Fernando Road, Addie
Trace and Sunrees Road.

(b) How soon these plans are to be implemented?

(c) What plans does WASA have for improving the supply at the Penal
Waterworks and how soon will those plans be implemented?

The Minister of Public Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Madam
Speaker, the Water and Sewerage Authority has identified the following projects
which are required to improve the availability and reliability of the water supply
in the designated areas:

For Transfer Village, Moolchan Street, Seemungal Trace, Digity Village,
Siew Trace, Pena Rock Road, July Trace and Sinanan Street supplied off the
Navet Waterworks, the project required is a replacement of five kilometres of
400-millimetre-diameter transmission mains.

For the areas Sunrees Road, Addie Trace, Old San Fernando Road, Seebal ack
Trace, Batchyia Village and Ramsingh Trace supplied off the Penal Waterworks,
the project is for the refurbishment of two wells capable of producing 675,000
gallons of water per day.

For Ramai Trace, Boodoo Trace and Laltoo Trace supplied off the Caroni
Waterworks, the project required there is substantial mains replacement.

With regard to the implementation of the works to improve supply in the areas
outlined, WASA has advised as follows:

1. Physica work on the replacement of five km of transmission mains for
the area served by the Navet Waterworks is scheduled to begin in
August 1994 and be completed by December 1994.

2. Work has commenced on the refurbishment and the reactivation of the
two Pena wells capable of producing 675,000 gallons of water per day
and this will increase the availability of supply to those areas served by
the Penal Waterworks.

3. With respect to those areas served from the Caroni Waterworks, Design
Works on the mains to be replaced under the World Bank Rehabilitation
Loan will be undertaken in August 1994 by consultants Halcrow and
Partners (UK) Ltd.



486

Oral Answersto Questions Friday, July 29, 1994
[HON. B. BARNES]
4. Asaready indicated, WASA has commenced physical work on the Penal
Well Field and expects to commence work on the replacement of the
Navet off-take transmission system within the next month. These
activities should bring some measure of relief to the designated areas.
2.05p.m.

Petrotrin
(Pension Plans)

134. Mr. Sahid Hosein (Sparia) asked the hon. Minister of Finance:

(@
(b)
(©)

(d)

()

How many pension plans are there at Petrotrin?
Can the Minister give the origin of each plan?

Did any previous owner leave without settling their liabilities to these
plans?

If the answer isin the affirmative, could the Minister give details as to
why not?

Did any company settle its liabilities by means of a non-cash
settlement, that is, via the transfer of assets? If the answer is in the
affirmative, could the Minister state what was its value, and have these
assets been re-transferred to the relevant pension fund?

Can the Minister state whether these plans are underfunded? If the
answer is in the affirmative, could the Minister state the reason, and
could the Minister further state how Petrotrin intends to deal with
these liabilities?

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, there are seven pension plans
at Petrotrin, which was incorporated in January 1993 to take over the petroleum
operations and assets of Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited and the
Trinidad and Tobago Petroleum Company Limited.

The names of the plans and their origin are as follows:

(i) Trinidad and Tobago Petroleum Company Limited Employees Pension

Plan, originated by way of trust deed made on December 22, 1970 and
registered on February 19, 1971 between Trinidad Tesoro Petroleum
Company Limited and Barclays Bank D.C.O, now Republic Bank;
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Trinidad and Tobago Petroleum Company Limited Staff Pension Plan,
originated by way of trust deed made on December 08, 1970 and
registered on July 22, 1971 between Trinidad Tesoro Petroleum
Company Limited and Royal Bank Trust Company (Trinidad) Limited;

Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited Contributory Pension Fund
"A", originated by way of trust deed made on July 24, 1968 and
registered on March 26, 1971 between Shell (Trinidad) Limited and
Royal Bank Trust Company (Trinidad) Limited;

Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited Contributory Pension Fund
"B", originated by way of trust deed made on July 13, 1967 and
registered on April 26, 1971 between Shell (Trinidad) Limited and
Royal Bank Trust Company (Trinidad) Limited;

Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited Employees' Benefit Plan,
originated by way of trust deed made on June 26, 1966 and registered on
March 20, 1971 between Texaco (Trinidad) Incorporated and Barclays
Bank D.C.O;

Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited Non-Contributory Pension
Fund, originated by way of trust deed made on November 23, 1951 and
registered on September 12, 1973 between United British Qilfields of
Trinidad (UBOT) and individual trustees,

Trinidad and Tobago Oil Company Limited Staff Retirement Plan,
originated by way of trust deed made on April 26, 1968 and registered
on May 19, 1971 between Texaco (Trinidad) Incorporated and Royal
Bank Trust Company (Trinidad) Limited.

There is no evidence to suggest that the previous owners did not settle their
liabilities. During the negotiations for the acquisition of the operations of Texaco
(Trinidad) Incorporated by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, the two ex-
Texaco pension plans, namely the Staff Retirement Plan and the Employees
Benefit Plan were evaluated by an independent actuary and were deemed to be
underfunded. In February 1985, on finalization of the acquisition, a net package
was agreed to whereby the assets of Texaco (Trinidad) Incorporated together with
its liabilities, including the underfunded pension plans, were acquired in exchange
for amonetary value.

The Government acquired the assets of Texaco (Trinidad) Incorporated
together with its liabilities including the pension funds in exchange for a monetary
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value. As at February 28, 1985 the Texaco Pension Plans were underfunded. With
the subsequent vesting of all the purchase assets in Trintoc, Government ensured
the restoration of these pension plansto full funding.

All Petrotrin's plans are adequately funded including the ex-Texaco plans, that
is, the Staff Retirement Plan and the Employees' Benefit Plan. The current
actuarial valuation reports of June 24, 1994 covering the ex-Texaco plans
revealed that the discontinuance deficits for the Staff Retirement Plan and the
Employees Benefit Plan have been fully funded as at June 30, 1993 and
December 31, 1992 respectively.

Mr. Hosein: Madam Speaker, isit true that arising out of the underfunding of
the pension funds at the time of the agreement, Texaco assigned its south-east
offshore holdings to the pension plansin lieu of moneys owing?

Hon. K. Valley: Madam Speaker, at the time of the transaction Government
looked at a net position—assets less liabilities—and paid a monetary value to
Texaco for that figure. The underfunding in the pension plans was taken into
consideration, as the reply indicates.

Mr. Hosein: Madam Speaker, is the Minister saying that the assets of the
south-east coast were to meet the total liabilities and not specifically for the
underfunding of the pension plan? | ask that question because | have seen the
agreement which states that those holdings were to make up the deficit in the
pension plan.

Hon. K. Valley: Madam Speaker, the Member seems to want to be very
specific on some items. The point is that whatever underfunding was there at that
time, the Government, as part of the package, undertook to make it good; and it
has now done so, as the report has indicated. An independent actuarial evaluation
has indicated that the plans as at June 1993—the date of that actuarial report—one
plan was fully funded; and as at December 1993, the other plan was fully funded.
There is no underfunding at this time, the Government having made good on its
obligation to get the plans to afully funded stage.

Petrotrin
(Pension Plans Registration and Provision)

135. Mr. Sahid Hosein (Sparia) asked the hon. Minister of Finance:

(@ Are the pension plans at Petrotrin registered with the Registrar
General?
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If the answer isin the negative, can the Minister state:
(i) Why not, and what are the legal implications?
(i) Who or what is the regulatory body for these plans?

(b) What are the implications of Petrotrin's Voluntary Retirement
Programme for these pension funds? Can the funds adequately meet the
future requirements of all the pensioners?

(c) Do the Trust Deed Rules of the various pension plans provide for low
cost housing loans?

If the answer is in the negative, could the Minister state under what rules
housing loans are being provided?

(i) Can the Minister indicate if the provision for housing loans to
workers as provided for by Act No. 22 of 1993 is contrary to the
rules of pension plans with specific reference to the clause that deals
with assign ability?

(i) Have these rules been deleted to provide for these loans, or does the
Act supersede these rules?

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, there is no requirement for
pension plans to be registered with the Registrar General. Privately administered
pension plans are required to be registered with the Supervisor of Insurance, the
regulatory body, under the Insurance Act of 1980. The plans must also be
approved by the Board of Inland Revenue. Petrotrin's plans are registered with the
Supervisor of Insurance and approved by the Board of Inland Revenue.

Petrotrin's selective separation plan will impact on the pension plan only in
cases where employees are 50 years and over and who would normally be entitled
to apension benefit on a discounted basis if they opted for early retirement. Under
the separation plan, the discount factor for early retirees is waived, but Petrotrin
will pay directly to the pensioner the enhanced portion of the pension resulting
from the waiver of the discount factor. Petrotrin is undertaking an actuarial
evaluation to determine the impact of early retirement in accordance with the
rules of the plans. The company will fund the plans on the basis of the actuarial
report to ensure that the pension funds meet the existing and future requirements
of all pensioners adequately.
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2.15p.m.

The Trust Deed Rules do not provide for low cost housing loans. Prior to the
acquisition of Texaco's assets, the original Trintoc's housing aid plans were
funded by the commercia banks. With the acquisition of Texaco's assets in 1985,
Trintoc implemented a new housing plan whereby the pension funds would lend
to employees at market rates. Former Trintopec housing aid was funded by
commercia banks. Petrotrin has suspended all previous housing aid plans and a
new plan has been proposed for implementation with independent funding outside
pension plans.

The provision for housing loans to workers, as provided for by Act No. 22 of
1993, is not contrary to the rules of the pension plans. These rules do not allow for
the funds to be assigned. Act No. 22 of 1993 allows for the withdrawals from
pension plans on the basis of employees actuarial reserves to satisfy housing
requirements under specific conditions. Under the Act, employees have the option
to repay the withdrawals with interest or forgo benefits as actuarially determined
on retirement. This transaction does not require any form of assignment.
Therefore, the rules of the pension plans have not been amended.

La Fortune/Pluck Road
(Dust Nuisance)

136. Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche) asked the hon. Minister of Works and
Transport and Minister of Local Government:

(@ Isthe Minister aware that base material spread over two months ago
on the La Fortune/Pluck Road between the 1 mm and 2 mm, has not
been sedled either with oil sand or hot mix, and is creating an
intolerable dust nuisance to the residents, and a traffic hazard to
motorists?

(b) If the Minister is so aware, could he explain why this situation has
been permitted to exist and what his ministry intends to do about it, if
anything?

The Minister of Worksand Transport and Minister of L ocal Government
(Hon. Colm Imbert): The ministry, under the ongoing Road Improvement Fund
Programme, has embarked on an exercise to repair approximately 5,000 square
metres, or 55,000 square feet of road surface along the La Fortune/Pluck Road,
which should provide substantial relief to the travelling public in the area.
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The base material referred to in the question is blue limestone crusher run,
which was used to reshape and strengthen the section of the La Fortune/Pluck
Road between the 1 mm and the 2 mm. This material was placed along the section
of road towards the end of June 1994.

To date, atotal of 3,000 square metres, or 60 per cent of road surface has been
reshaped and sealed with both oil sand and hot mix. Repairs have commenced on
the remaining 2,000 square metres using blue limestone crusher run. Because of
inclement weather, however, and the breakdown of mechanical plant owned by
the paving contractor, the ministry has been unable so far to seal the remaining
3,000 sguare metres, resulting in some inconvenience to the residents of the area.
Once weather permits, the blue limestone crusher run material will be penetrated
with RC 250 and sealed with hot mix. It is anticipated that these works will be
completed by the end of September 1994.

Mr. Sudama: Madam Speaker, would the Minister indicate whether these
works are being carried on by contractors, or directly by the Ministry of Works?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | thought | had indicated that. The paving
work is being done by a contractor; the strengthening and reshaping work is being
done by in-house labour.

Mr. Sudama: Could the Minister inform the House under whose supervision
thiswork is carried out? Which engineer isin charge of supervising this work?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, | will have to get that information. There
are 50 engineers in the ministry. | do not know all of them by name.

CARICOM/COLOMBIA TRADE AGREEMENT

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, | am authorized by the
Cabinet to make the following statement.

| take this opportunity to update Members of this honourable House on the
recent initiatives being pursued by the Government to secure market access for
local products in international markets. This strategy is quite consistent with the
overall objective of establishing Trinidad and Tobago as the business and
financial centre of the Caribbean and the gateway to the Americas.

In executing a strategic plan of action for establishing a firm foothold on the
regional and world markets, agreements on market access were concluded by
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Trinidad and Tobago with Venezuela on both a bilateral and multilateral basis,
that is, the Trinidad and Tobago/Venezuela Partial Scope Agreement and the
Caricom/Venezuela Agreement on Trade and Investment. These agreements
underscored the importance of Latin America as a target export market area for
local production, taking into account the fact that these countries have all
dismantled their protective regimes and are operating within a liberalized trading
framework.

In furtherance of this Latin American focus, Trinidad and Tobago as a part of
the Caricom group of states recently concluded an agreement on trade and
investment with Colombia. This agreement was signed on July 24, 1994 in
Cartagena, Colombia by the hon. Prime Minister of Barbados on behalf of
Caricom. In this regard the treaty establishing the Association of Caribbean
States, which was also signed on July 24, 1994, offers an even greater scope for
providing local manufacturers with expanded market opportunities in South
America, since this 34-member grouping will represent a market of 200 million
persons with a gross national product of us $500 billion.

Madam Speaker, permit me to apprise hon. Members of the House of the main
features of the Caricom/Colombia Agreement on Trade, Economic and Technical
Cooperation.

The Caricom/Colombia agreement is important for several reasons. First of
al, it will encourage closer relations between Caricom and Latin America in
generd. It will al'so improve access for regional manufacturers into the Colombian
market and provide a framework for enhanced cooperation beyond the trade
dimension in such areas of economic cooperation as standards, trade financing,
transport and tourism. In short, it will serve to draw Colombia and Caricom into a
closer trade, economic, technical and cultural bond with obvious benefits to both
parties. These benefits will automatically extend to Trinidad and Tobago as a
member of Caricom.

The sdient issues of the Caricom/Colombia trade agreement are, firgt,
Colombia would grant unilateral one-way preferential access to Caricom for a
period of three years to coincide with the review period for the
Caricom/Venezuela agreement but would request reciprocal preference from
Caricom for Colombian products at the beginning of the fourth year. The
reciprocal arrangements would take into account the relative differences in the
levels of development between Colombia and the Caricom states. Therefore the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, the OECS countries, would not be
required to offer reciprocity to Colombian products.
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Second, Colombia has identified a list of 227 Caricom products in respect of
which a zero tariff would be applied on the coming into force of the agreement on
January 01, 1995 and another list consisting of 207 products on which there
would be a phased reduction of duty on entry into the Colombian market over a
three-year period, beginning January 01, 1995. The third group may qualify for
preferential duty access from the beginning of the fourth year.

Third, the list of products for which Colombia will seek preferential access
will not be determined at this time but closer to the period when reciprocity will

apply.
2.25p.m.

Fourth, Caricom MDCs and LDCs will be treated differently with respect to
trade liberalization obligations within the terms of the agreement, in that the LDCs
will continue to enjoy one-way preferential access into the Colombian market
after the fourth year of the agreement. It isimportant to reiterate that.

Fifth, the agreement provides a framework for enhanced cooperation beyond
the trade dimension in such areas of economic cooperation as standards, services,
trade financing, transport and tourism. Provisions have aso been included in the
agreement for technica cooperation in such areas as human resource
development, science and technology, the environment, research and
development, disaster preparedness and management, tourism and agricultura
development. The detailed programmes are to be determined in future
discussions.

Although al components of the Caricom/Colombia agreement are essential,
the crux of the agreement is that Colombia will grant unilateral preferential duty-
free access to Caricom goods for a period of three years. It should be noted that
beginning in the fourth year of the agreement, Colombian products will receive
similar treatment in Caricom markets.

The products which have been granted preferential access to the Colombian
market are outlined in three annexes which have been attached to the main
agreement. Annex | represents those products in respect of which a zero tariff will
beinitially applied from January 01, 1995.

Annex Il outlines those products on which there will be a phased reduction
over athree-year period.

Annex Il lists products for which market access to Colombia may be
negotiated at afuture date; beginning in year four.
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It should be noted that 21 of the 49 product groups which Trinidad and
Tobago had originaly sought to have included in Annex | were, in fact, granted
duty-free status. The product coverage includes lubricating oils, gasoline, liquefied
gases, methanol, urea, fertilizers, rum, beer, garments, wire rods and sted bars,
furniture, cosmetics and toiletries, spices and condiments, to mention afew.

Therefore local exporters will be able to establish an initial foothold on the
Colombian market which could be further exploited in the future. This factor is
significant in view of the fact that in the liberalized global trading regime,
reciprocal trade arrangements, and not one-way preferential access, are now the
common feature.

The agreement contains safeguard clauses which could be applied if any of the
parties experience balance of payments difficulties or injury to its industria
sector. In this connection the agreement establishes a joint council to define
guidelines and mechanisms for the settlement of disputes. This joint council
would otherwise be responsible for the administration of the agreement in its
entirety. The joint council will be comprised of public officials from both sides. A
joint business council will also be established in order to promote effectively the
participation of business persons on both sides in realizing the objectives of the
agreement.

The agreement will come into force on January 01, 1995. This will provide all
member states with sufficient time to address the initial administrative and
procedura problems, including further refinement of the annexes containing the
list of products, the text of the agreement and the rules of origin clauses.

In closing, | wish to emphasize the importance of establishing trade and
economic links with various trading partners, particularly in Latin America and
the western hemisphere in general. It is also important to note that Trinidad and
Tobago is operating in a liberalized global trading environment characterized by
mega trading blocs, such as NAFTA, and in order to compete successfully in this
environment it is imperative that we establish preferential market access
arrangements, albeit on a reciprocal basis, with other countries outside Caricom,
or face therisk of being marginalized in the international trading arena.

Madam Speaker, | thank you.
TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
(Draft Bill and Draft Financial Regulations)

The Prime Minister and Minister of National Security (Hon. Patrick
Manning): Madam Speaker, in the context of ongoing discussions between the
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central government and the Tobago House of Assembly in respect of mutually
acceptable arrangements between the two islands, on July 22, the Prime Minister
took possession of a Draft Bill and Draft Financial Regulations that have emerged
from these discussions.

It is the intention that these two documents will be considered by the
Legidation Review Committee of the Cabinet, after which the Cabinet will
deliberate on the documents and then they will be made available to the Tobago
House of Assembly and will form the basis for further discussions, and hopefully,
for some agreement.

| should aso let this House know that the documents will aso be made
available to the Members for Tobago East and Tobago West.
BAIL BILL

Bill to amend the law relating to release from custody of accused persons in
criminal proceedings and to make provision for legal aid for persons kept in
custody and for connected purposes [ The Attorney General] ; read the first time.

FINANCE (NO. 2) BILL

Bill to amend the Income Tax Act, the Corporation Tax Act, the
Miscellaneous Taxes Act, the Customs Act, the Fiscal Incentives Act and the
Value Added Tax Act [ The Minister of Finance] ; read the first time.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, | beg to move that this House
consider items 6 and 7 under “Private Business’ at page 2 of the Supplemental
Order Paper before dealing with “Government Business’.

Question put and agreed to.
SELECT COMMITTEE REPORTS
Adoption
Flaming Word Ministry (Inc'n) Bill

Dr. Rupert Griffith: Madam Speaker, | beg to move that this House adopt
the report of the Special Select Committee of the House of Representatives
appointed to consider and report on a Private Bill for the incorporation of Flaming
Word Ministry and matters incidental thereto.

Question put and agreed to.
Report adopted.
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Faith International Spiritual Baptist
Convention (Inc'n) Bill

Dr. Rupert Griffith: Madam Speaker, | beg to move that this House adopt
the report of the Special Select Committee of the House of Representatives
appointed to consider and report on a Private Bill for the incorporation of Faith
International Spiritual Baptist Convention and matters incidental thereto.

Question put and agreed to.
Report adopted.
APPOINTMENTSTO COMMITTEES

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, at this point | beg to move
the following Motion:

Whereas there exists a vacancy on the Public Accounts Committee,
occasioned by the resignation of Miss Hulsie Bhaggan, and a vacancy on the
Public Accounts (Enterprises) Committee, occasioned by the death of Mr.
Cyril Rgjaram:

Be it Resolved that the House appoint and nominate Mr. Subhas Panday to
serve as a member of the Public Accounts Committee in place of Miss Hulsie
Bhaggan, and Mrs. Eulalie James to serve as a member of the Public Accounts
(Enterprises) Committee in place of Mr. Cyril Rajaram.

Question put and agreed to.
2.35p.m.
ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, | beg to move that the House
do now consider Bill No. 2, under “Bills Second Reading”, on the Order Paper,
the committee stage.

Question put and agreed to.
ECONOMIC SANCTIONSBILL
[THIRD DAY]
The committee of the whole House resumed its deliberations on the Bill.
[Chairman: Miss Occah Seepaul]

Madam Chairman: On the last occasion | was absent, but discussions were
being held on clause 4 of the Bill. We shall proceed from there at thistime.
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Clause 4.

Mr. Sobion: Madam Chairman, with respect to clause 4, we have circulated a
list of amendments. The effect of the amendments is to separate the exercise of
the power in the original clause 4 in the sense that where the Government is
proceeding on the basis of a resolution from an international body, the existing
provisions will remain. That is, the order will be subject to review by the
Parliament and will be enforced for a specific period until extended. Where,
however, the Government is proceeding on its own motion, in that instance, it
would be subject to an affirmative resolution of the Parliament.

| take the opportunity, again, to note that the Canadian legislation on which
this Bill is modelled does leave the discretion of the Cabinet of that country
unfettered. What we have done, because of the matters raised during the course of
the debate, is to put a check on the exercise of the power by the Cabinet where it
does so in its own discretion. That is the effect of the amendment circulated,
Madam Chairman.

Mr. Maharaj: Madam Chairman, you will recall that on the last occasion the
concept which was being put forward by both the Member for Tobago East and
Members of the United National Congress was to the effect that we were
concerned with the position of the Government making a decision and then
coming to the Parliament.

We felt that before sanctions could be imposed, the Parliament should have a
say. It isin that context we thought that the joint select committee could have
formed the basis for some form of parliamentary decision being made for the
Parliament becoming involved.

When the matter was adjourned it was on the basis that the Government
would have looked at that proposal. What the Government has come up with now,
is that after the Cabinet decision has been made, the sanctions would be imposed,
but would come with an affirmative resolution which would be passed by a
simple majority. Am | not correct?

Mr. Sobion: No, the sanctions would not be imposed because the order
would be subject to an affirmative resolution. Until the House makes an
affirmative resolution the sanctions would not be imposed.

Mr. Maharaj: It still would be asimple mgjority.

Mr. Sobion: Yes, it would be asimple mgjority. If | may, Madam Chairman,
perhaps we can take some guidance from the provisions of the Constitution
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relating to the declaration of a state of emergency, in such an instance where the
Executive under the Constitution would have wide powers to deprive citizens of
their fundamental rights. That decision is made by the Executive. It is then subject
to, in the first instance, an extension based on a simple majority of the Parliament.
The relevant provision is section 10 of the Constitution which says:

"(1) Before its expiration the Proclamation may be extended from time to
time by resolution supported by a simple mgjority vote of the House of
Representatives..."

If one compares the two situations, it seems to me that thisis a more drastic act on
the part of any Executive than the imposition of economic sanctions on a foreign
country.

Mr. Robinson: My colleague and | received this copy just a short while ago,
and we have not been able to look at it in the context of the previous Bill and
Senate amendments. So, we are in no position to express aview on it. | am asking
that there be a short adjournment of the committee to enable us to have alook at
it. It seemsto go some distance, but we are not sure—

Question proposed, That the committee stage of the proceedings be adjourned
until 3.00 p.m.

Mr. B. Panday: Madam Speaker, before you proceed, there was another
guestion that was involved, so that during the break the hon. Attorney General
may consider that. Y ou are aware that this Bill requires a special majority because
it amends the Constitution; it breaches fundamental rights.

2.45p.m.

If the Bill requires a special majority in order to become law, the Government
is saying that Parliament, having given the Government authority to impose
sanctions this way, now gives them that right subject to a ssimple mgjority. If the
Government wants the right—and it was the point being made by the Member for
Tobago East, there was no question of exercising that right in relation to
international commitments, but where the Executive was saying we were going to
impose sanctions on Grenada—two things ought to follow. There was a foreign
relations committee of Parliament and that has been dormant; as a matter of fact, it
has not been appointed. We did not hear the Government say anything about that
being appointed and matters of this nature which embrace foreign policy should
come before that committee before going to the House. | did not hear the Member
say anything about that. | want him to think about that in the 15-minute break.
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The second point is that if the Government is retaining the right to impose
sanctions, then it should be subject not only to positive resolution, but aso
positive resolution with a special mgjority. | want him to consider that.

Mr. Sobion: Before we break—I did make reference to the provisions of the
Constitution relating to the declaration of a state of emergency where wider power
is given to infringe fundamental rights. In such a situation where an extension is
required, the Executive takes the action on its own first. Where it has to get an
extension, it is by asimple mgority.

On the second issue we had circulated an amendment on the last occasion
relating to the appointment of a joint parliamentary committee on economic
sanctions.

Mr. B. Panday: Y ou have abandoned it.

Mr. Sobion: No. We have not abandoned it. That has been circulated
separately. There is a new clause 11. The reason for doing that is because the
Foreign Affairs Committee, established under the Standing Orders, operates
where the Minister refers matters to it. We thought that in respect of economic
sanctions, it should be a specia committee dealing with economic sanctions.

Madam Chairman: Is the Member not in possession of the proposed
amendment to clause 117?

Mr. B. Panday: | thought that this was a substitute for that.
Madam Chairman: No, thereisa clause 11 amendment also.
Mr. B. Panday: Wewould look at it during the break.

Madam Chairman: Did we vote on it? The request is that the committee
stage on this Bill be further deferred until 3.05 p.m.

Question put and agreed to.
2.55 p.m.: Stting suspended.

3.08 p.m.: Sitting resumed.

Madam Chairman: We had deferred discussions on the amendments. Are
there any further discussions on the matter?

Mr. Robinson: May | say that my colleague and | have had an opportunity to
look at the latest proposed amendment which has been circulated, and we are of
the view that it is very important that parliamentary approval be given to punitive
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action taken against foreign powers or organizations and that the Executive alone
should not act in such circumstances.

We are also of the view that even where an international body has authorized
such action, it would be advisable—and | hope that the Front Bench takes note of
this—to come to Parliament, but we will not insist that this be written into the
legislation. We hope that as a matter of convention it would arise.

As regards the matter of approval by Parliament of action taken as a result of
the opinion of the Cabinet that a grave breach of international peace or threat to
peace has occurred, in such a case parliamentary approval would be necessary.
We have noticed that the amendment accepts that position. We think it is a
positive move on the part of the Government and accept the amendment asis.

Question, on amendment, put and agreed to.

Mr. B. Panday: May I clear just one thing with the hon. Attorney General?
What is before us is the Bill as amended by the Senate, isit not? So that what we
are putting forward is an amendment to an amendment?

Mr. Sobion: Yes.

Mr. B. Panday: | just want to be clear that that isin fact what we are dealing
with.

Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Clauses 5 and 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clause 7.

Question proposed, That clause 7 stand part of the Bill.

Mr. Sobion: Madam Chairman, there is a consequential amendment to clause
7 where the words "section 4(1)" are deleted and the words "section 4" are
substituted. It is on page 2 of the circulated list dealing with clause 4. This is
because of the amendments which were made to clause 4 earlier.

Question put and agreed to.
Clause 7, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clauses 8 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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New clause 11.

Joint Parliamentary 11(1) Thereis established, for the purposes

Committee of this Act, a Joint Select Committee of

on Economic Parliament to be known as “the Joint

Sanctions Parliamentary = Committee on  Economic
Sanctions’.

(2) The Joint Parliamentary Committee on
Economic Sanctions shall be responsible for
monitoring the administration of this Act.

(3) Subject to subsection (2), Standing
Order 79A of the House of Representatives
Standing Orders, 1961 shall apply to the Joint
Parliamentary = Committee on  Economic
Sanctions. [Mr. K. Sobion]

Read thefirst time.
Question proposed, That the clause be read a second time.

Mr. Sobion: Madam Chairman, this amendment seeks to establish a Joint
Parliamentary Committee on Economic Sanctions. This committee will have the
same powers as the Foreign Affairs Committee, which was established under
Standing Order No. 79A of the House Rules.

3.15p.m.

Mr. B. Panday: Madam Chairman, we are very happy for this because this
has been one of the things we have been trying to get into the statutes. | just want
an undertaking from the Attorney General that it will be appointed. | make that
request because when we debated the Maxi-Taxi Bill, there was introduced into
the law at that time a provision that a committee would be appointed to review
refusals of the grant of licences and so forth. Asfar as| am aware, that was over a
year ago and that committee has not been appointed. A committee similar to this
one was introduced within the four corners of the legidation as opposed to
parliamentary committees. | wonder whether the Attorney General would be so
good as to give me an undertaking that this one will be appointed.

Mr. Sobion: Yes. Further than that, | would aso indicate that with respect to
the Maxi-Taxi Committee to which we refer, the regulations have not yet been put
in place and that committee would also be appointed as soon as the regulations are
put in place.
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Mr. Sudama: Could you tell us why the regulations are not put in place?
[ Laughter]

Madam Chairman: Hon. Members, the question is that a new clause be
added to this Bill, namely, clause 11 in the manner circulated to Members.

Question put and agreed to.

Question proposed, That the new clause be added to the Bill.
Question put and agreed to.

New clause 11 added to the Bill.

Question put and agreed to, That the Bill, as amended, be reported to the
House.

House resumed.

Bill reported, with amendment.

Question put, That the Bill be now read the third time.

The House voted: Ayes 31
AYES

Valley, Hon. K.

Manning, Hon. P.

Sobion, Hon. K.

Ramrekersingh, Hon. A.

Rowley, Dr. The Hon. K.

Eckstein, Hon. J.

Margj, Hon. R.

Coallis, Hon. K.

Griffith, Dr. The Hon. R.

Imbert, Hon C.

Lasse, Dr. TheHon. V.

Casimire, A.

Narine, J.
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Hart, E.

James, E.

Allum, D.

Bereaux, H.

Panday, B.

Maharg R. L.

Humphrey, J.

Sudama, T.

Palackdharrysingh, R.

Panday, S.

Singh, Dr. C.

Hanoomansingh, G.

Jurai, K.

Sharma, C.

Hosein, S.

Bhaggan, Miss H.

Robinson, A.N.R.

Nicholson, Miss P.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.
ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, before | move the other
matter, | want to take this opportunity to thank Members on the other side for
supporting this Bill.

| beg to move that the House now consider Motion No. 1 on the Order Paper
under “Government Business’.

Leave granted.
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LAND ACQUISITION

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources (Dr. The Hon.
Keith Rowley): Madam Speaker, | beg to move,

That this House approve the decision of the President to acquire the lands
described in the Appendix for the public purposes specified.

Madam Speaker, just for the benefit of Members on the other side who might
have had to file questions to the Minister responsible for Lands and Surveys, that
department is now under the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources. | may aso say that if Members deem it a promotion, | would look for
an increase in my emoluments.

From time to time the Government has to acquire parcels of land owned by
private citizens or organizations for public purposes. Motion No. 1 outlines such a
situation, and these lands are specified in the Appendix as circul ated.

Item. 1: Four parcels of land containing together 3.6732 hectares, situate west
of Tumpuna Road and south of the Churchill-Roosevelt Highway, in the ward of
Arima, in the county of St. George, abutting the eastern and southern boundaries
of the La Horquetta Housing Estate and said to belong now or formerly to
Tumpuna Development Limited. This acquisition is for the continuation of the
National Housing Programme and is listed under housing facilities.

Item 2. The purpose of this acquisition is the establishment in this
neighbourhood of a recreation ground for the people of that area. A parcel of land
comprising 1.7061 hectares, more or less, situated at 1 3/4 mile mark, St. Croix
Road, Lengua Village, Princes Town, in the ward of Naparima, in the county of
Victoria, and said to belong now or formerly to W. Benjamin and Manahambre
Sawmills and Hardware Limited.

Item 3: A parcel comprising approximately 5.4 sguare metres situate at the
north-western corner of St. Yves Street and Chaguanas Main Road in the ward of
Chaguanas, in the county of Caroni, and said to belong now or formerly to M. B.
Patel. The acquisition of this parcel of land, small parcel asit is, is to effect road
improvementsin that area.
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Iltem 4 is a parcel of land comprising 1,648 square metres, situate at the
Providence Road and Mt. Grace Junction in the ward of Tobago, in the parish of
St. David, and said to belong now or formerly to Francis Hislop. This parcel of
land is being acquired for the construction of a community centre in the Mt. Grace
area

3.25 p.m.

Item 5 is a parcel of land comprising 38.6 square metres, more or less, situate
aong the eastern side of the Guayaguayare/Mayaro Road, approximately 50
metres south of the Mayaro Junction in the ward of Guayaguayare, in the county
of Mayaro and said to belong now or formerly to Joseph Ramsaroop. The purpose
of acquiring this parcel of land isfor the construction of the Mayaro Post Office.

Item 6 is 18 parcels of land containing together 1614.9 square metres situate
along either side of Auchenskeoch/Buccoo Road, between Sherwood Park Road
and Carnbee Trace No. 1, in the ward of Tobago, in the parish of St. Andrew. The
purpose of acquisition hereisfor road improvement.

The procedure is pretty much standard and we have brought these
arrangements from time to time. On this occasion we are happy to carry the
process forward. | beg to move.

Question proposed.

Mr. Trevor Sudama (Oropouche): Madam Speaker, let me congratul ate the
Member for Diego Martin West on having additional responsibilities put into his
portfolio, presumably in recognition of the great job he has been doing.

| raise afew questions here because on similar occasions when the Minister of
Planning and Devel opment raised issues about acquisition in this House, we asked
certain questions and were given certain assurances. Today, | reiterate those
guestions to find out whether, indeed, the Minister of Agriculture isin a position
to give us some answers with respect to acquisitions for certain purposes.

| recall that, since | came into this House well over 12 years ago, we have
been making representations to have lands which are publicly used but owned by
Caroni Ltd, transferred to the authority of the respective local government bodies.
These lands have been used as recreation grounds, cemeteries and roadways.
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Every time we ask this question in the House we are told "the matter is being
looked into." It is over 12 years now that we have been getting the recurring
response, that the matter is being looked into, that the Lands and Surveys
Department is under pressure with respect to the volume of work they have to do,
and that there is a shortage of surveyors. Whatever excuse you could imagine
under the sun has been given to usin this House from time to time, particularly, in
the last two and a half years, by the Minister of Planning and Devel opment.

| would like to know, if that matter now comes within the portfolio of the
Minister, whether he has information as to the status of the request for the transfer
of lands owned by Caroni Ltd. with respect to recreation grounds in particular,
most of which fall in the central and southern areas in the counties of Caroni and
Victoria, causing a problem with respect to their devel opment.

Caroni Ltd. does not have the money, it claims, to do development work on
these recreation grounds, and if any work has to be done then it has to be
undertaken by the local government authority. But the local government authority
does not own these lands, therefore, we are in a state of “in-betweenity” as to the
future development of the facilities on these lands.

As | said, over the years we have not been able to get a definite answer; we
have not been told how many of these recreation grounds have actually been
surveyed; how many are in the process of transfer, or have actualy been
transferred. If these requests were made over 12 years ago, | cannot understand
why the Government has not been able to make any headway in these matters.

With the new responsibility thrust upon the Minister of Agriculture, maybe we
could get some more expeditious action in this matter; Caroni Ltd., of course, is
his responsibility, so there is no question of going to another ministry now. From
his own ministry, responsible for Caroni Ltd., we would like to get some
assurance that these matters are being expedited and that, sooner or later, the
situation will be regularized so that we can have development work proceeding on
these recreation grounds and also roads, cemeteries and other facilities owned by
Caroni Ltd.

On the other issue | raised, | was told by the Minister of Planning and
Development that he knew nothing about it, but that as soon as he went back to
his office—and this assurance was given in May 1992—he would get information
and be in a position to advise me. There is a reserve on the embankments of
natural watercourses which have to be cleaned, dredged and drained.
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In dealing with the drainage problems which occur from time to time, | asked
the question whether these are state lands on which machinery could be used to do
the clearing and drainage works. His response was that he did not know. He went
back to his office. Apparently his office is alittle far away or, perhaps, he has not
got to his office or having got there he was not able to return to the House to give
us the information on this matter. This is very important for agricultura
development, because we are dealing with proper drainage and irrigation services
on these watercourses; and also with regulations.

3.35p.m.

What is happening is that, for one reason or another, we are being told that the
Minister cannot effect any drainage works because the ministry does not know the
status of ownership of the embankments. The Drainage Department really does
not know; therefore, it takes the cautious attitude and does nothing—which is
what is done most of the time—merely on the basis of one pretext or another.

Very early on, | raised the issue of whether a statutory provision could have
been made in a bill which may be brought before Parliament so that a certain
width of the embankment, which is adjacent to watercourses would, in fact, be
state property; either that it is acquired now or that the status of Government
ownership would be regularized in order to facilitate drainage and improvement
works, and in order to deal with agricultural development, generally.

In the debate on this Bill | was amazed when the Minister of Works and
Transport said that he supported my suggestion that in the same way a special
provision is made for a speedy and expeditious mechanism for the acquisition of
lands which are needed for road construction and road improvement, which is in
one of the Schedules to the Bill, a specia section should aso be put in to ded with
expeditious acquisition with respect to the embankment of natural watercourses.

| was amazed for two reasons, Madam Speaker. Firstly, it was a historic day
that the Member for Diego Martin East supported me on anything in this House.
Secondly, | was amazed because he is a Member of the Government and he ought
to have had some input into the Bill which is before us. He came to this House as
if heistotally excluded from any input into any bill which may come before this
House—he is excluded from the legidative caucuses of his Government—to
plead for and in support of a Member of the Opposition to make a suggestion
which he himself thought was a useful one which ought to have been made. | am
amazed! | am truly amazed!

Madam Speaker: Would the Member give way to the hon. Minister?
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Mr. T. Sudama: Yes, | will be generousto the Minister.

Mr. Imbert: Madam Speaker, the Member for Oropouche is selling himself
short. What actually happened is that he noticed a very important aspect of the
Bill during the debate—he pointed it out and | was forced to agree with him. This
is what debate is al about—for the Opposition to point out important aspects of
legislation.

Mr. T. Sudama: Madam Speaker, | merely wish to remind the Minister that |
was pointing out these matters since May 1992. Maybe he was not listening.
When the hon. Minister sits in this House he really does not pay attention to what
is said by Members on this side. Since May 1992 | have been talking about the
problems with drainage and access to watercourses for the purposes of cleaning,
draining and dredging them.

| would have thought that an aert Minister of Works and Transport, with
responsibility for drainage, would have taken up that suggestion, done the
technical work involved in that ministry, and forcefully given hisinput into such a
far-reaching measure as the Land Acquisition Bill which is supposed to deal with
many problems with respect to acquisition of lands for public purposes. But here
we have a Minister who comes to this House to rely on the good sense of the
Opposition to get his ideas as to how to improve works for which his ministry is
responsible.

| would particularly ask the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine
Resources, who has the responsibility for agricultural development—I trust that
he is aware of the relationship between flooding and lack of agricultura
development and the relationship between watercourses and irrigation facilities. |
trust that he will be aware of that and, therefore, be able to use his influence to
make some headway in getting regulations in place which would expedite the
status of embankments adjacent to watercourses in order to promote agricultural
development in our country.

Of course, as one coming from the Oropouche Lagoon, one would understand
that | have a special interest in matters relating to the lagoon which we al deemto
be part of Trinidad and Tobago, hopefully.

| stand here today to make an appeal on behalf of the residents of the long-
neglected Oropouche Lagoon, to see if this matter of flooding could be alleviated
to some degree to the benefit of people who have been deprived of the earth, so to
speak, in Trinidad and Tobago.
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| am sure it is an area with which you are very familiar, Madam Speaker. You
have been there from time to time for religious and other purposes and you are
well aware of the humility of these people who live in the Oropouche Lagoon. |
must say that | am proud to represent people who are productive, hard-working,
humble and self-reliant. | stand with pride to represent them with their problems.

| trust that this matter will get the serious attention of the Member for Diego
Martin West and | hope that, after my having made these representations, he does
not go around the constituency of Oropouche saying that the Member for
Oropouche makes no representation at all on behalf of his constituents and the
problems they are facing there are as aresult of lack of representation.

| raised another issue on the encroachment on lands of one Boodram and
Rookmani in 1979. These are lands, again, in the Oropouche Lagoon on the La
Fortune/Pluck Road where the Government sought to have a temporary bridge
constructed as a diversion over the Oropouche River in Woodland, what is called
the Bagnania River. In doing so, the Government forcibly and illegally entered
upon the lands of Boodram and Rookmani and utilized, and have been utilizing,
since 1979—that makes it 15 years—lands which have not been the subject of
acquisition at al. These people have not been able to get any compensation
because thisillegal acquisition has not come within the ambit of the existing law.

3.45 p.m.

| have raised this matter time and time again in this House to have the issue
regularized and to have compensation given to these people, even if the
Government intends to return the land to them. The Government's forcible use of
this land for 15 years has deprived them of the use of their property, which is an
infringement of the fundamental rights of citizens under the Constitution. They
have been deprived of the use of their property without due process of law for
over 15 years—an act of lawlessness on the part of the Government; and | cannot
have this matter resolved.

| have asked these people to take the matter to court. They told me they do not
have the money to do so; they cannot pay for the legal services in this matter.
They have relied on me to raise it in Parliament, which | have done on
innumerable occasions, but | can get no positive response from the Government.
Thisis a the 3 mm on the La Fortune/Pluck Road in Woodland. It is the forcible
and illegal occupation of land belonging to these people for the purpose of the
construction of a temporary bridge—quite apart from the fact that for 15 years
there is atemporary bridge in the constituency of Oropouche.
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Y ear after year | make representation to have a permanent bridge constructed;
but, for some reason, when it comes to development projects or improvement in
the Oropouche Lagoon, that cannot find itself as a matter of priority with this
Government. Fifteen years now we have been making representation to have the
bridge constructed so that there would be no need for the temporary bridge. And,
for 15 years al | have got is negative response, as if | am appealing to a wall of
bricks on the other side.

| do not know whether that falls directly within the portfolio of the Minister of
Agriculture but, | raise this on the issue of the land acquisition to show how the
procedure sometimes gets sort of derailed, and that the Government is not
proceeding according to the laws, rules and regulations. If the Government sets
that kind of example of lawlessness what would one expect the ordinary citizens
of Trinidad and Tobago to do? There was much talk about exemplary behaviour,
and here is a Government setting that kind of precedent with respect to forcible
entry and occupation of the lands of citizens of this country.

These are matters | thought | would have brought to the attention of the
Minister of Planning and Development, if he still had the responsibility for land
acquisition, matters which | had raised before with him in Parliament, matters
which he said he would have looked into and given a response. Since May 1993
the Minister has not come here to deal with these matters which have been raised
from time to time. | am aware he is a busy man between Houston, Atlanta and
Port of Spain. It is avery busy schedule. Therefore, obviously, he would not have
the time to come to this House on the occasions on which he is required to deal
with matters relating to planning, development and the question of acquisition.
We al understand that and we sympathize with the Minister's heavy overseas
travel schedule, but at the same time, the work of this Parliament must go on.

| have raised these issues today—maybe, the Member for Diego Martin West
is not in a position to answer today. Presumably, he would be in a position to
answer at some future date these questions which have been brought to the
attention of this House.

Madam Speaker, with these few words—and now that the administration of
the Lands and Surveys Department has been shifted from the Ministry of Planning
and Development to the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources—
we expect to get an improved performance in this regard to the benefit of the
people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.
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Miss Pamela Nicholson (Tobago West): Madam Speaker, firstly, like the
Member for Oropouche, | would like to congratulate the Member for Diego
Martin West on assuming this added responsibility. | believe that he has been able
to do so because of his aggressive performance in the House on behalf of the
Government. Whatever it may be, being a Tobagonian | aways give support,
unlike him.

| am pleased to see that some of these areas here are being addressed. For
example, the land at Mt. Grace for the community centre; it is long overdue. It
was very early in the 1980s that this area was acquired. As a matter of fact, when
the community centre was built on it, people in the community were prevented
from making use of that centre because the owners were not being compensated.
There was also a playground next to it where the owner went several times with
his gun and prevented football and cricket matches from taking place because of
the irresponsible behaviour of the Government.

There was also the situation where 18 parcels of land—this area was acquired
in the late 1970s for development of the Auchenskeoch/Buccoo Road, which took
place in the early 1980s. | am pleased that even though some of these people have
died and were not able to benefit from their funds, at last thisis being addressed.

| would like to know whether the representative for Diego Martin West can
inform me about what is taking place with the Northside Des Vignes Road area
where the Government just walked onto the lands since the 1960s, and to date the
people have not been compensated. These are the problems that people face. In
1977 the Government acquired prime lands in the heart of Scarborough from the
Tobago United Co-operative. All that has happened so far is that the people have
lost their business. A Government that is talking about co-operatives and credit
unions—all that has happened from the information | have been given is that a
small sum was given to the Tobago United Co-operative last year to appease the
owners.

| am raising the issue of the Tobago United Co-operative because thiswas a
very important business developed through co-operativeness of the people of
Tobago. These people owned prime lands in the heart of Scarborough. The
Government acquired those lands to build the Mid-Mall. For years they have been
struggling for their funds—over a million dollars. These people ran into liquidity
problems, and because the Government failed to pay the co-operative, it
collapsed.
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3.55 p.m.

What is also facing the owners of the co-operative is that Tobagonians might
lose the ownership of those lands. Other people—whether big businessmen from
Trinidad, or foreigners—as is happening in Tobago today—would be able to take
over those lands and do business there, when the people of Tobago were owners
of the lands and should now be the owners. The people are very concerned. |
believe it was the biggest consumer co-operative in Trinidad and Tobago. We
have lost that.

One of the problems that the people are very concerned about is that when
they get the funds, there might be confusion as to how that would be addressed,
because of the length of time that the Government is taking. We are aware that a
certain sum was given and we would like to know what is taking place with it.

Secondly, there are lands bordering the Signal Hill Comprehensive School
owned by Mr. Bishop, and after people started to use them—this was set up as a
lookout—the owner blocked the area with big stones to prevent the people from
entering. Again, those lands were acquired very early in the 1970s but to date
there has been no compensation.

There is dso something far worse than that, which involves the Armstrong
family of Scarborough. In 1935, a certain section of their lands bordering the
Botanical Gardens was acquired by the State; then another section in 1946. To
date these people have not been compensated for their lands. That is in the heart
of Scarborough. | would like the representative for Diego Martin West to tell us
about that. He might not be able to tell us about that today, but | hope that these
long overdue payments would be made soon.

Some of the people are very poor. They would not be able to struggle on their
own. Some of them have hired private valuators to address the situation; others
are just dependent on the State. We as representatives are being bombarded for
help every day. Now that there is a Tobagonian dealing with that area, | am
appealing to him, on behalf of the Tobagonians, to address this situation with all
the vigour and aggressiveness that he shows us in the House. This is very
important.

There are other areas with many problems. Some of the titles are tied up. |
would like to know what he is doing. People live on them; they own them, but
they have not redlly cleared the title. Some of them cannot even afford to do so.
We would like to know the Government's policy in addressing that.
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When we checked with the Lands and Surveys Department or the Minister
who was responsible for that area, we were oftentimes told about the lack of
surveyors. Against that background—I thought he referred to it a while ago—I
would like to know what is the Minister's policy to correct that. | think it is either
the fourth or fifth batch of students that is being trained at the University of the
West Indies in this discipline. When they graduate, they are supposed to do some
work with a private surveyor before being licensed.

One of the arguments made by these youngsters is that they are being
suppressed by the licensed surveyors, who seem to fear that there would be a
depression in the area which would affect the funds that they would be able to get
from the population. They are afraid of the youngsters who are coming in.

We would like to know what the Government is doing to correct that situation.
At present, from the Tobago perspective, | know about three youngsters who have
been to university over five years. They have done all the things they should do
and they cannot receive their licences. It is a problem that is affecting al the
youngsters who are coming out of the University of the West Indies. Some have
migrated while others have gone on to do other professions because of the
dilemma in which they have found themselves. That is an associated problem that
the Member for Diego Martin West has with his portfolio. We would like to know
what he is doing to correct that.

These are the concerns that | have from the Tobago perspective. People's
properties which were acquired from the 1930s, 1940s, 1970s and 1980s—it is
time that these matters be addressed. The vigour and aggressiveness being used
today to obtain funds to deal expeditiously with the Judiciary and the crime
situation is the same aggressiveness needed for funds to go into that area, so that it
can be dealt with expeditiously. People should be compensated as quickly as
possible when their lands are acquired by the State. | wish to encourage the
Minister, but | want to hear something positive from him.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Subhas Panday (Naparima): Madam Speaker, like my two colleagues, |
congratulate the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources on his
added portfolio. | am certain that we can make those statements in safety because
we just saw the former Minister of National Security leave this honourable House.
| am also happy that the hon. Minister has been given this added portfolio because
now he can assess the competing interests for landsin Trinidad and Tobago.
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We see in this appendix that the first piece of land being acquired is for
housing facilities. We ask the hon. Minister to tell us whether the Government has
done a land capability and soil survey to determine the nature of soil for
agricultural purposes. We would also like to find out whether the Government has
developed a land utilization programme, so that lands which are very arable
could remain in agriculture and marginal lands could be put into housing.

When lands are committed to use for houses and roads it is very difficult to
reconvert those lands to agricultural purposes. It is necessary that we consider that
we are an island; land space is limited and therefore, there is a necessity to use our
lands wisely, not only for this generation, but also for generations to come.

4.05 p.m.

The other point | would like to raise is the issue of valuation of lands which
have been acquired. The hon. Member for Tobago West told us that there was
somebody in Speyside who, when his land was acquired, put rocks to prevent
people from entering it. The hon. Attorney Genera should really check whether
that person was not within his rights, and whether the new Land Acquisition Bill
which is being proposed is not inconsistent with the Constitution of Trinidad and
Tobago, and that acts of acquisition might not be challenged in the courts.

Persons whose lands are compulsorily acquired are awarded compensation
based on open-market values. | humbly submit that there is a necessity when
putting a value on the land, not only to consider its open-market value, but also
the sentimental and emotional value where the owners are concerned. For
example, people tend to have an emotional attachment to lands which have been
handed down from generation to generation. Since the Government is
compulsorily acquiring that land, one should see that people are paid something
more than the market value.

The reason | make that point is that Part 111 of the new Bill, which deals with
the issue of compensation, reiterates the issue of market value, and clause 12(1)(e)
addresses the question when it says:

"no allowance shall be made on account of—

(i) any disinclination of any person interested to part with the land
acquired.”

So, | will be asking the hon. Minister, when that time comes, that we look at that
issue so that a modified approach could be adopted in terms of compensation.
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Another issue dealing with compensation is that when the State acquires a
parcel of land in a certain area—it might be a rural district and the valuation
might be low because of lack of amenities and so forth, but that might be the only
piece of land in that area—the person whose land is acquired might not be able to
purchase another piece of land in that area with the moneys so received. The State
owns companies with lands, for example, Petrotrin and Caroni (1975) Limited.

Maybe another method of compensation can be introduced whereby the
Government could acquire lands from the state-owned companies and, instead of
giving a monetary compensation, make an exchange of a comparable piece of
land from a state company, so that the person would not be made landless,
because the compensation received may not be enough to purchase land
anywhere.

To give an example, Madam Speaker. There is a family named Edoo who
owns 4.6 acres of land in Lengua Settlement. The State has acquired that parcel of
land and the people have said that the moneys they would receive cannot buy any
lands. They had approached the former Minister of Planning and Development in
the 1986—1991 administration and he was trying to make arrangements for
Caroni (1975) Limited to give them an equivalent parcel of land in another area.

However, when the land was eventually acquired, they were told to go to
Caroni (1975) Limited and negotiate a private treaty to obtain land. When they
went to Caroni (1975) Limited, they were told: "We are not in the real estate
business; we are in the business of producing sugarcane and we have no lands to
give."

We on this side believe that the public interest must take precedence over
private interest, but in that process we must take into consideration the position of
private interest so that acquisition would be done in a more humane manner.

As for the constituency of Naparima, | would have been happy, like the
Member for Tobago West, in thanking the hon. Member for Diego Martin West
for works which she perceived to be done in her constituency, but | am unable to
do so in respect of the constituency of Naparima. Since this Government has
come into office, the only developmental works in this direction have been the
acquisition of a parcel of land for a cemetery. That is all. It seems to me that the
purpose isto put away the people of Naparima. This was on March 25, 1994.

However, a former administration had promised the people of Naparima to
acquire a parcel of land in the Barrackpore area for the purpose of the
establishment of an industrial park, and the former Minister of Planning and



516

Land Acquisition Friday, July 29, 1994
[MR. S. PANDAY]

Development had told the people that the process of acquisition was in train. That
has never materialized.

Since this administration came into office | have been pursuing the matter. |
have asked severa questions on the issue of the acquisition of lands in the
Barrackpore area for the establishment of this industrial park to help the poor
people in the constituency of Naparima, but to date it seems as though the
Government is dragging its feet. | do not know why. The people of Naparima are
of the view that they are being discriminated against.

Toillustrate what | am saying, on April 13, 1992, | asked the question:

“What advancement has been made within the recent past at Barrackpore with
respect to the acquisition of land for the industrial park?’

The then Minister of Trade, Industry and Tourism answered by saying that to
date, that was in April, approximately four hectares of lands owned by Caroni
Limited had been identified in the Barrackpore area for development of the
proposed industrial estate.

“It is intended that that area would be developed in two hectares each. Each
phase will yield seven lots.”

At that time he said:

“It was envisaged that development of each phase will require six to nine
months to be completed.”

Again, on October 19, 1992, | asked another question with respect to the
acquisition of land for the same industrial park. | asked the Minister of Planning
and Devel opment:

“What are the boundaries of the parcel of land which has been earmarked for
acquisition for the industrial park at Barrackpore?’

Hereplied:

“The parcel of land identified for an industrial park at Barrackpore has not yet
been surveyed...”

and that was in October 1992—

“to demarcate the boundaries on that site”.
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All he could have said at that time, after a question had been asked sometime
before, was:

“The land for industrial use, however, is located approximately 150 feet north
of Borde Narve Village in Barrackpore and is bounded on the west by Caroni
(1975) Limited access road.”

4.15p.m.

To see what little interest is shown in this project: It is the first time that |
have heard |ands being identified by the naming of only one boundary. It just goes
to show how they view the issue. In any deed that is made, there are four
boundaries, but the Minister comes to this honourable House and all he can tell
Members is that it is somewhere 150 feet north of Borde Narve Village. Madam
Speaker, you know Borde Narve is a whole village—bounded on the west by a
Caroni road.

It just goes to show how they view the people of Naparima. | then asked:
“Could the Minister state when the lands would be surveyed and the boundaries
identified?” Madam Speaker, you had indicated that | could ask that question as a
separate one. It did not stop there.

On June 04, 1993, | again asked the question: “Would the Government
commence the establishment of the proposed industrial park at Barrackpore
simultaneously with the proposed park and/or plans in the La Brea and/or Point
Fortin constituencies?’

He said, Madam Speaker—{Interruption] | am happy for the hon. Member
for La Brea. All that | am saying is that | am sorry for the people of Naparima,
because they fed that they are being discriminated against. That is what | am
saying Madam Speaker, that the Government is discriminating against the people
of Naparima. | am happy for the Member for La Brea.

The Minister repeated the answer to the first question which was given
sometime in April 1992 and he said: "Madam Speaker, the desirability of
developing the proposed industrial park at Barrackpore is recognized.” That is as
far as he would go.

Hesaid: “Anindustrial estate, two hectaresin size would be developed in the
first instance. Development of thissite ...”

Heis now putting a new factor into it—

“... however, is contingent on the availability of funds.”
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Actually saying, no devel opment.
However, he continued:

“In the case of Point Fortin/Brighton/La Brea area, there is a demand for
industrial land service..The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is in
dialogue with the World Bank with the possibility of funding the process.”

When one looks at the history of land acquisition and these questions, one
would really see that the people of Naparima cannot help but perceive that they
have been discriminated against. The reason that the former administration had
indicated that it would develop an industrial park at Barrackpore was that the gas
line which comes off the east coast passes through Barrackpore to go down to
Picton to catch the main line to come into Port of Spain. The energy source was in
close proximity to the industria park.

| would humbly ask the Minister to indicate what is the position with that
issue of the acquisition of lands and the establishment of the industrial park in the
Barrackpore area.

It is not only on the issue of the industrial park that the people of Naparima
feel that they have been discriminated against, but aso on other issues. For
example, drainage. The hon. Member for San Fernando West came to this
honourable House and stated that the Cipero River, from the sea up to the
Southland Mall, has been dredged; as a result, flooding in the constituency of San
Fernando West will be—[ Interruption]

Mr. Maraj: On apoint of order, just to correct the record. Madam Speaker, |
did not say from the sea, | indicated from the Cross-Crossing Roundabout down
to the Gulf City Bridge, that area.

Mr. S. Panday: | thank my friend for the interjection. The point | am making
is that whenever we ask questions about the dredging of the said river a little
higher upstream, the hon. Minister of Works and Transport would say that a
survey is being conducted and when they get the results then we will dredge.
What | am saying is that if the river is dredged in the constituency of San
Fernando West, why isit not dredged higher up where it is causing flooding in the
Naparima constituency?

Similarly, the same situation exists with the Oropouche River, in that we have
asked several questions about the dredging of this river to avoid flooding in the
Barrackpore and St. Mary's areas, but to date, all that we are having are surveys
being conducted.
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When it comes to the constituencies which are represented by Members
opposite, it seems to us that action can take place, but when it comes to
constituencies represented by this side, surveys and studies are being conducted,
and nothing is being done.

And not only with acquisition; as | say, Naparima has been discriminated
against, even in URP. San Fernando East is bounded by the Naparima constituency
and URP from the Ste. Madeleine Police Station in the San Fernando East
constituency, where there are already pavements, they are building pavement
upon pavement. On the other side, just over the line, in the constituency of
Naparima, where there is a health centre, the Petit Moon Health Centre at the
entrance to the Petit Moon settlement, the road actually touches adrain.

People cannot walk to go to the Ste. Madeleine Health Centre, but yet the
Government finds it possible to build pavement upon pavement between the Ste.
Madeleine Police Station and St. Clement's junction in the constituency of San
Fernando East while there is no pavement being constructed in an area where
people with young children, sick people, old people have to walk to go to the
health centre.

The comedy in al of this is that while they are building pavement upon
pavement in the San Fernando East constituency, those same people, when they
have to walk from St. Madeleine to the health centre are being knocked down by
vehicles.

With these few words, | humbly ask the hon. Minister to indicate what is the
situation with the acquisition of lands for the industrial park at Barrackpore.

Thank you.

The Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources (Dr. The Hon.
Keith Rowley): Madam Speaker, | see we have only five minutes to the tea
break; | wonder if that is all the time allocated to me to respond.

Madam Speaker: You haveal thetime alotted to you.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: In which case | will want to use al of it to thank
my colleagues for the very kind sentiments expressed. | observed a certain
measure of glee on the face of my friend the Member for Oropouche, when he
saw that | had been given more work, knowing that | would get no more pay.

Anyway, Madam Speaker, | did appreciate the sentiments expressed and |
hope that | can live up to the high expectations of my friend the Member for
Tobago West.
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As Members did indicate, the responsibility for this area of government
administration has only been recently passed to my ministry. Therefore, as they
are aware, | would not be in a position to adequately respond to al the points
raised by Members, but | can make a few comments on some of the very
important issues raised.

4.25p.m.

| think 1 would be speaking for all Members of the House if | say that we are
agreed that land acquisition, over the years, has not been a satisfactory process.
As a matter of fact, arising from that position, the Government has taken the
initiative to prepare and bring to this Parliament a new Land Acquisition Bill. |
happen to be the chairman of a select committee of this House which is going
through that Bill that is meant to address some of the shortcomings of the
acquisition process which, over the years, has created some hardships and unfair
treatment to many of our citizens.

| did hear the entreaties of my friend the Member for Tobago West; and |
myself have had similar experiences. The most heart-rending experience | have
had as a politician was when | met an old lady at Grande Riviere last year who is
from Tobago. She claims that she is living at Grande Riviere, literally “begging a
lodging” at somebody's home, because the parcel of land that she owned in
Tobago was acquired by the Government in the 1960s. It was the only asset she
had and to date she has not been compensated. She was hoping that something
could be done to bring about some relief.

It is difficult under those circumstances, but the Member for Tobago West did
touch on a possible cause for this kind of situation. That is, that persons on the
land might have some claim to it, but the determination of that claim in relation to
other claims on the same parcel of land is something which is particularly well-
developed in Tobago where land title is very complex and people have access to
land for which they can claim rights, but in terms of determining those rights for
change of ownership and payment of compensation the whole concept of family
land creates very serious problems.

That is a very difficult problem which will be addressed over an extensive
period. There is much work with respect to the retenuring of land, particularly in
Tobago, where the question of the extended family and use of land is something
which the Government needs to look at, will be looking at, and has been looking
at over the years; but it has not been sufficiently dealt with to clear these up. And,
where that is not a problem and tenure is clear, and so forth, the problem has been
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aslow, bureaucratic process and specifically provision of funds. Therefore, we do
know that many people in the country have had their lands taken for a variety of
purposes, and payments have been coming very slowly.

| happen to know that there are a number of requests before the Minister of
Finance for payment for lands where the process is complete, and the Minister of
Finance is actively seeking to source those funds to redress the situation.
Particularly, one such situation which is now being attended to is the residua
payments to the Tobago United Co-operative, which was referred to by the
Member for Tobago West.

In that matter | think the outstanding balance is about $700,000, or
thereabouts, for which funds are being identified to clear that off, aong with
several others. Bit by bit | am sure that the backlog will be cleared and with the
coming into effect of a new Land Acquisition Bill which would provide fairer
terms for acquiring lands, some of the problems raised would not become a fait
accompli where people would have to forgo the use of their lands for public
purposes.

The Member for Oropouche raised a very important point about staffing of the
Lands and Surveys Division; and | want to tell the Member that land management
at the national level is a priority with the Government at this time. That question
is before a sub-committee of the Cabinet on agricultural matters and, pretty soon,
we will have more to say about that. We are now examining new ways of
administering the lands which fall under the State.

One of the things which came out of that, as | said earlier on, was the transfer
of responsibility for the Surveys Division to the Ministry of Agriculture, in
keeping with the thinking that there are other things to be done to improve land
management. Immediately, we have embarked upon an assessment of the staffing
arrangements and requirements of that division. Only yesterday there was a
meeting between the Director of Surveys and the Permanent Secretary,
specifically to look at the staff requirements and arrangements in the Surveys
Division. So, hopefully, in the very near future we will be in a position to identify
where the shortcomings are and seek to fill those vacancies.

The Member for Tobago West raised the question of employment of young
surveyors, and | take the point she made about the difficulties experienced by
these young surveyors. When | looked at that about a month ago | was told that
there was a "chicken and egg" situation, where the employment in the public
sector requires experience and, of course, if you do not get employed, you do not
get the experience and therefore you cannot apply.
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So the Government would have to break that cycle to alow these young
people to enter, and we are currently looking at the situation to see how many
vacancies there are and how we can set about hiring the people we have trained,
and in the not-too-distant future something would be done about that.

4.30 p.m.: Sitting suspended.
5.14 p.m.: Stting resumed.

Dr. The Hon. K. Rowley: Madam Speaker, when we took the tea break, |
was responding to the queries of the hon. Member for Oropouche with respect to
the staffing condition at the Lands and Surveys Division. | sought to give him the
assurance that that was being addressed with a view to eliminating some of the
problems that arise from a shortage of surveyors.

The Member also raised the question of the regional corporations taking over
those Caroni lands which have been used for public facilities such as playgrounds,
cemeteries and so forth. To the best of my knowledge, much has been done with
respect to that and all parcels of land have been identified. | cannot at this moment
say whether they have all been surveyed, but | know the major bottleneck. As the
regional corporations affected by these transfers have been indicating, they did
not have a budgetary provision to permit them to willingly take over, and they
have been relying on Caroni to carry them for awhile longer.

It is my expectation that, given the commitment we made in the tripartite
arrangement with Caroni Limited, this is a specific condition of that arrangement
and | think that we are much nearer now to implementing that. If the Member can
be a little patient, in the not-too-distant future, provision will be made for the
formal handing over of all these identified facilities from Caroni Limited to the
respective regional corporations and we would clear that up.

The Member aso raised the question of river embankments and access ways
for cleaning and drainage. Again, | would not attempt to respond this afternoon
because thisis a much wider matter. In fact, it is a very important matter that has
some fundamental problems, one of which isthe question of squatting.

In many areas there are problems where the embankments are occupied—
especially for residentia purposes. That immediately brings one into conflict with
the rights and perceived rights of those occupying those lands, because at the
same time one argues that persons who have laid claims to land ought not to be
disturbed or removed.
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If one takes that position, one is automatically saying that access to the
embankment for placing the cleanings of the river becomes another problem. The
root of that problem lies in the requirement to do what the Member says, which is
to ensure that a corridor exists on the banks of all these rivers. However, there
would be no corridor without continuous enforcement of the regulations and laws
to prevent occupancy of these parcels of land so as to maintain permanent access.

Therefore, the whole question of squatting in watersheds and watercourses is
now attracting the attention of the Government. | can tell you, Madam Speaker,
that one of the things which would have to happen is that a firm policy with
respect to occupancy in what we call "no go" areas would have to be outlined, and
enforcement would have to take place.

For example, lands such as highway reserves, lands earmarked for parks,
beaches, watercourses and watersheds would have to be protected and vigorous
enforcement would have to take place, without fear or favour, if we are to benefit
from the preservation of theseitems| have mentioned. This would mean a change
in attitude with respect to the occupancy of these particular parcels of land.

With respect to the Squatter Regularization Programme which the
Government has embarked upon, lands such as those | have just mentioned, by
their very nature, would not be open to regularization since those areas, for the
wider public good, would have to be kept unoccupied. One saw the problem we
had with the Bush-Bush Wildlife Sanctuary and the position of the Government
with respect to committing itself to defending the wider national good, and we
will continue to do that.

On the question of drainage, | would have some discussion with the Director
of Drainage to get some more information, and make that information available to
the Member, informally or otherwise. | hope that having done so he would treat it
in the context in which | respond and not seek to use it to indicate that it is
because of some lack of interest on my part that some things are not done. | would
just like to inform the Member of what the position is and what we are trying to
do about it.

The Member talked about a specific case of a road diversion in La
Fortune/Pluck Road. | am not aware of the situation, but the Member can send me
a note on the specifics, and | would seek to identify what is the position and what
can be done about it, but insofar as it is a road problem, it might very well fall
under the portfolio of the Minister of Works and Transport; and based on the
facts, my colleague will seek to addressiit.
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| think the Member for Tobago West mentioned something concerning
Northside Road in Tobago which | am not aware of at this time, but | am sure the
Member will give me some details which can facilitate some follow-up to the
specific problem.

The Member for Naparima raised the question of whether there were soil
surveys available for the country—Iland capability studies and so forth. | think the
answer to that is, yes, extensive work has been done over the years on soil
surveys. We have very good maps with respect to the various soil in the country.
When the National Physical Plan was made, a land capability study was done, so
we do have very good information on those things.

Again, those were meant to be tools with respect to land utilization, but the
problem this country has been facing is unauthorized occupancy of lands, so one
would find that, as a country, we do not have a good marriage between capacity
and utilization. In many instances one would find land being utilized for the
wrong purpose; and the squatting problem, which | like to refer to as the squatting
crisis, makes nonsense of the guidance that one can have from the soil surveys
and land capabilities. The country will soon have to sit up and decide whether we
are going to permit indefinite, unbridled squatting with all the attendant problems,
or whether we are going to be sensitive to the need for people to access landsin a
variety of ways, and aso to ensure that in so doing we do not damage the wider
good.

The Member for Naparima did raise a number of matters with respect to the
creation of the industrial park in Barrackpore and so forth which do not properly
fall within my portfolio—matters which relate to another ministry—and | would
not seek to address them. | think some of them were specific to the Ministry of
Planning and Development and the Ministry of Trade and Industry. However, in
seeking to identify the problems of his constituents, the Member sought to place
the inaction on the part of the various Government agencies in the context of
discrimination.

5.25 p.m.

Madam Speaker, | would like to appeal to Members on the other side not to
take that line of approach. There are many things in this country that ought to be
done, whether in Tobago, Diego Martin, Chaguanas or Cedros. The fact is we can
only do so much each year and we are constrained by the amount of resources
available. By the very nature of resources versus requirements, where resources
are never fully available, we have to operate against some kind of priority list and
we also have to operate where we do some here today and some there tomorrow.
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Members of the Opposition have taken the postion that whenever action is not
forthcoming in their constituency, it is because of some Machiavellian plot on the
part of the Government to discriminate againgt certain citizens. Madam Speaker, that
always pains me because, while the Opposition Members can get up and accuse
the Government of that, we on the Government side would look quite foolish if
we got up and made the same claims againgt oursalves on behdf of our constituents.

| heard the Member for Naparima talk about flooding. | represent the
constituency of Diego Martin West, and for years my constituents were on my
case about the dredging of the Diego Martin River, which is in an urban area,
highly built-up, tremendous real estate. The river needed dredging. In fact, in one
instance there was an embarrassing situation where a mangrove was growing in
the sediment and the tree was about 14 feet tall. It had attracted the attention of a
member of the mediawho had it photographed and placed in the press.

The fact that the Diego Martin River was not being cleaned was not because |
was discriminating against my own congtituents. We had to wait until the resources
were allocated to the project. Eventually it was done. In fact, it is not even
completed at the moment, but | cannot come here, as a Member of Parliament
and—without looking foolish—move a Motion calling on myself or my colleague
to clean the Diego Martin River. Therefore, one hears al the time from the
Opposition Members about what is not being done in their constituency, but you
do not hear the Government side. The impression is being given that all iswell in
the constituencies which the Government Members represent. That isnot so at all.

Madam Speaker, | can tell you that one of the worst water problems in this
country isin the Diego Martin area. [Uproar] That reaction only proves that all
Members of Parliament have that problem, but the fact is, as | said, Government
Members of Parliament would look quite foolish coming here and moving a
Motion to ask for assistance. By not doing that, Members on the other side should
not take it to mean discrimination.

| have heard my colleague the Member for Oropouche saying that al the
roads in Diego Martin are being paved while those in his constituency are not.
That is not so a all. | would like to think that we could address these issues from
the point of view of allocation of resources, inadequate resources and so forth. |
cannot argue with a Member for prosecuting a case on behalf of his constituency,
but I think it ought not to be in the context of discrimination.

| do not believe that anywhere in the public administration there is any
Machiavellian plot to give “X” and not “Y”. The Member also spoke about the
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non-construction of abridge. | did not hear him say that when we started the Road
Improvement Programme or the road access programme one of the first places we
started was in his own area. We can give the impression to people in the
community that there is some substance to this discrimination charge and they

Friday, July 29, 1994

would react toit, but it does not do very well for the country.

Madam Speaker, with those few words | beg to move.

Question put and agreed to.
Resolved:

That this House approve the decision of the President to acquire the lands

described in the Appendix for the public purposes specified.

APPENDIX

Description of Land

Public purposes for
which to be acquired

1. The following parcels of land comprising
together 3.6732 hectares more or less situate off
Tumpuna Road in the ward of Arima in the
county of St. George, described in the schedule
hereto and coloured raw sienna on a plan of
survey signed by the Director of Surveys and
dated December 12, 1985 executed under
Survey Order No. 80/82 and filed in his office.

THE SCHEDULE

Four (4) parcels of land containing together
3.6732 hectares, situate west of Tumpuna Road
and south of the Churchill-Roosevelt Highway
in the ward of Arima in the county of St
George abutting the eastern and southern
boundaries of the La Horquetta Housing Estate
and said to belong now or formerly to Tumpuna
Development Limited.

These parcels are more particularly shown coloured
raw siennaon asurvey plan filed in book 1140, folio

Housing Facilities
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Description of Land

Public purposes for
which to be acquired

3.

20 in the vault of the Lands and Surveys Department,
Red House, Port of Spain.

2.

The following parcel of land containing 1.7061
hectares more or less, situate at St. Croix Road,
Princes Town in the ward of Naparima in the
county of Victoria, described in the schedule
hereto and coloured raw sienna on a plan of
survey signed by the Director of Surveys and
dated September 17, 1993, executed under
Survey Order No. 6/91 and filed in his office.

THE SCHEDULE

A parcel of land comprising 1.7061 hectares
more or less, situate at 13 mile mark, St. Croix
Road, Lengua Village, Princes Town in the
ward of Naparima in the county of Victoria, and
said to belong now or formerly to W. Benjamin
and Manahambre Sawmills and Hardware
Limited.

This parcel is more particularly shown coloured raw
siennaon asurvey plan filed in book 1140, folio 142
in the vault of the Lands and Surveys Department,
Red House, Port of Spain.

The following parcel of land containing 5.4m?
more or less, situate at the north-western corner
of St. Yves Street and Chaguanas Main Road in
the ward of Chaguanas in the county of Caroni,
described in the schedule hereto coloured raw
sienna on a plan of survey signed by the
Director of Surveys and dated December 16,
1992 executed under Survey Order No. 91/88
and filed in his office.

A Recreation Ground

Road Improvements
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Description of Land

Public purposes for
which to be acquired

THE SCHEDULE

A parcel of land comprising approximately
5.4m?, situate at the north-western corner of St.
Yves Street and Chaguanas Main Road in the
ward of Chaguanas in the County of Caroni, and
said to belong now or formerly to M.B. Patel.

This parcel is more particularly shown coloured raw
sienna on a survey plan in book 1140, folio 1274 in
the vault of the Lands and Surveys Department, Red
House, Port of Spain.

4.

The following parcel of land containing 1648
square metres more or less, Situate a the
Providence Road and Mt. Grace Junction in the
ward of Tobago in the parish of St. David,
described in the schedule hereto and coloured
raw sienna on a plan of survey signed by the
Director of Surveys and dated June 22, 1993,
executed under Survey Order No. 136/90 and
filed in his office.

THE SCHEDULE

A pacel of land comprising 1648 sguare
metres, Situate at the Providence Road and Mt.
Grace Junction in the ward of Tobago in the
parish of St. David, and said to belong now or
formerly to Francis Hislop.

This parcel is more particularly shown coloured raw
siennaon asurvey plan filed in book 1140, folio 138
in the vault of the Lands and Surveys Department,
Red House, Port of Spain.

5.

The following parcel of land containing 38.6m?,
more or less, Stuate dong the eastern Sde of the

A Community Centre

The Mayaro Pogt Office
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Description of Land

Public purposes for
which to be acquired

6.

Guayaguayare/Mayaro Road, in the ward of
Guayaguayare, in the county of Mayaro,
described in the schedule hereto and coloured raw
sienna on a plan of survey signed by the Director
of Surveys and dated October 01, 1993, executed
under Survey Order No. 36/93 and filed in his
office.

THE SCHEDULE

A parcel of land comprising 38.6m? more or
less, situate along the eastern side of the
Guayaguayare/Mayaro Road, approximately 50
metres south of the Mayaro Junction in the ward
of Guayaguayare, in the county of Mayaro and
said to belong now or formerly to Joseph
Ramsaroop.

This parcel is more particularly shown coloured raw
sienna on asurvey plan filed in book 1140, folio 151,
in the vault of the Lands and Surveys Department,
Red House, Port of Spain.

The following parcels of land containing
together 1614.9m? more or less, situate along
Auchenskeoch/Buccoo Road in the ward of
Tobago in the parish of St. Andrew, described
in the schedule hereto and coloured raw sienna
on a plan of survey signed by the Director of
Surveys on April 23, 1993, and executed under
Survey Order No. 169/1991 and filed in his office.

THE SCHEDULE

Eighteen parcels of land containing together
1614.9m* situste aong either side of
Auchenskeoch/Buccoo Road, between
Sherwood Park Road, and Carnbee Trace No. 1,
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Description of Land

Public purposes for
which to be acquired

1

10.

11.

12.

13.

in the ward of Tobago in the parish of St.
Andrew and consisting of:

161.7m? said to belong now or formerly to
Max Smith

59.6m said to belong now or formerly to
Audrey and Samuel Parris

41.9m? said to belong now or formerly to
Samuel Parris

49.4m? said to belong now or formerly to
Samuel Parris

18.2m? said to belong now or formerly to
Cruickshank

220.3m? said to belong now or formerly to
Manswell

97.2m? said to belong now or formerly to
Lyn Murray

11.3 m? said to belong now or formerly to
Murray and others

97.6m* said to belong now or formerly to
Gilbert James

131.2m? said to belong now or formerly to
Claude James

94.1m? said to belong now or formerly to
Hilary Cowie Thomas

111.9m? said to belong now or formerly to
Ramrick

85.3m? said to belong now or formerly to
Zelma Cowie
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Description of Land Public purposes for
which to be acquired

14. 90.2m’ said to belong now or formerly to
Susanna Cowie

15. 37.7m’ said to belong now or formerly to
Carrington

16. 187.2m* said to belong now or formerly to
Mano Cowie

17. 58.8m? said to belong now or formerly to
Levi Guy

18. 61.3m? said to belong now or formerly to
Levi Guy.

These parcels are more particularly shown coloured
raw sienna on a survey plan filed as JA. 273 in the
vault of the Lands and Surveys Department, Red
House, Port of Spain.

ADJOURNMENT

The Minister of Trade and Industry and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. Kenneth Valley): Madam Speaker, before moving the
adjournment | would like to inform the House that at the next sitting, the
Government plans to debate the Finance (No. 2) Bill on the supplemental Order
Paper, which was introduced today, as well as the Protection of Wrecks Bill.

Of coursg, if there is time, we would continue with Bill No. 3 on the Order
Paper with respect to the Trade Marks Bill by the acting Minister of Trade and
Industry.

Madam Speaker, | beg to move that this House do now adjourn to Friday,
August 05, 1994 at 1.30 p.m.

Dr. Carl Singh (Tabaquite): Madam Speaker, the Motion on the Water
Settlement Agricultural Project, by mutual agreement with the Minister, would be
deferred to another date.
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Madam Speaker: Deferred to which day? Next week?
Dr. Singh: A much later date.

M ohess Road
(Repair of)

Mr. Sahid Hosein (Sparia): Madam Speaker, the Motion deas with the
imminent collapse of sections of Mohess Road to the Cooramata River.

| have been raising this matter since | came into this House, and we
continually hear about Mohess Road.

When | spoke earlier in this House, | also made the point that Mohess Road
sits astride an oilfield in the Penal area. All my representations with regard to the
problems affecting this road, specifically the danger of the road dlipping into the
river, have so far fallen on deaf ears. While one is aware that the responsibility for
Mohess Road falls on the shoulders of the local government body, to wit, the
Penal Debe Regional Corporation, one has to understand that, given the nature,
size and complexity of the problem—and what is taking place at the local
government bodies today—that moneys alocated for recurrent services,
especially under “Goods and Services’, are being used to a large extent to defray
debts incurred in previous years. That has been the case year after year. Quite a
tidy portion of it. In fact, at one point—it might have been in the 1980s—the
Secondary Roads Company sought to deal with the problem but, because of lack
of the necessary financing, the matter was not addressed.

5.35p.m.

| raise thisin the context of the continued neglect in this particular areain my
constituency. When | talk about water, it is a problem, and you have heard me
talk about that so many times. What compounds the problem is that there are
bridges in the area which would have normally served as alternative routes and
access in the event that Mohess Road does collapse but three bridges are currently
down.

And should the road dlip into the river, there would be serious difficulties in
that the children would have to make long detours to go to school. There are a
foam factory, a furniture factory and several other small businesses that are
affected at this point, because trucks cannot go into the area to take out or deliver
materials. Thereisaserious problem.

| understand the economic difficulties facing the Government today, but it
does not mean that funds cannot be found to do some sort of work, at least in the
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short term, while more meaningful and long-term measures are being pursued. |
hope that saying these very few words, and understanding that there are other
motions this afternoon, the Minister would respond fittingly.

The size of the problem is out of the hands of the local government body and
we need the expertise of the Ministry of Works and Transport to deal with this
situation. | hope that the Minister would see it fit to take a serious look at this
problem and offer some assistance to the people of Mohess Road.

TheMinister of Worksand Transport and Minister of Local Gover nment
(Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, before | get to Mohess Road, in
particular, just let me put some matters in perspective. The Member indicated
that this is a road under the Penal/Debe Regiona Corporation and that the
corporations, generally, have difficulty in funding development projects of a
significant magnitude, because of outstanding liabilities from previous years and
other financia constraints under which they operate. Thisisafact.

| point out again, in the context of the allegations of discrimination which
often come from the Members on the other side, that the Diego Martin Regional
Corporation isin asimilar situation; there are no funds for development work and
it finds itself with large outstanding bills from previous years for scavengers, and
aso cannot function effectively. As a result, the ministry is taking a
comprehensive look at the whole way we administer local government. If we
continue in the way that we have been going for the last 10, 15 or 20 years, we
would be—to use the local parlance—* spinning top in mud”.

One of the magjor problems in the local government system is that a large
proportion of the allocation goes to paying wages, very little is left for purchase of
materials, repair of vehicles and for development projects. We redly have to ook
at what we want out of the local government system; the money that is going into
it; decide exactly what we want local government to do or not do; which functions
the central government may wish to assume and what we would leave up to the
local government corporations.

| think in that way something meaningful would emerge, because as far as |
am concerned, at present the system is absolutely crazy and unproductive and we
just cannot continue along these lines. | wish to stress that in the corporations
along the East-West Corridor, San Fernando and Point Fortin, the situation is
identical, as it is with the Penal/Debe Regiona Corporation. All of the
corporations cannot function effectively under the present arrangements.
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Let me go specifically to Mohess Road which is a long-outstanding matter.
The Member for Siparia referred to an evaluation done by the Secondary Roads
Company. | have on the file evaluations by the Secondary Roads Company dated
as far back as 1982—that is 12 years ago. | have an estimate which was done in
1985. At that time, the Secondary Roads Company had indicated that to repair
Mohess Road properly would have cost $5.6 million. If that estimate was
accurate, one would realize that in 1994, it would cost more than that figure. Itis
amajor project we are talking about.

Let uslook at the actual problem itself. Mohess Road is typical of many roads
in the rura parts of the country. Itisaroad that sprang up spontaneously without
any proper foundations being constructed. It also suffers from very heavy traffic
from the main Trintoc oilfields, as the Member pointed out. In fact, the road was
officialy closed in 1989 because it had deteriorated to such an extent that it was
felt it should be officially closed. Despite the fact that it has been officially
closed, it is still used by heavy vehicular traffic serving the Trintoc oilfields.
Thereis no doubt that this heavy traffic is destroying the road.

The Ministry of Works and Transport, which does not have the responsibility
for this road, has conducted an examination. As a result, we would now
undertake through our soil and material laboratory, the detailed soil tests that are
required to come up with a comprehensive solution for thisroad. | believeitisan
important road.

However, let me point out that there are many similar areas in other
constituencies in Trinidad and Tobago which are in need of attention. When we
get the cost of repairing Mohess Road, we must place that in the context of all the
other demands in the country, and determine its priority rating. For example, one
can look at the Penal area and determine the priority rating of Mohess Road
within the context of that area. At that time a decision would be taken as to
whether we would spend $7 million or $8 million doing complete reconstruction
of Mohess Road, particularly the installation of sheet piling, which is required for
quite adistance along the main river in that area.

| give the assurance to the Member that the ministry will bring its technical
expertise to bear on this matter. We will determine the cost of fundamenta
repairs to this road and the best design solution. Having determined that, then we
can determine exactly what we would do with Mohess Road. One must
understand that the road fund has an annua allocation of $50 million, and to take
$8 million out of that to spend on one road is a very serious decision that has to be
made.
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The Member for Princes Town comes to this House and, from time to time,
talks about other roads with numerous landslips. The cost to repair one of those
roads was $4 million. One must look at these things in perspective, determine the
priorities and recognize that if we spend that amount of money on Mohess Road,
repairs to other roads in the Penal/Debe area may have to be deferred.

Thank you.

5.45 p.m.
Dilapidated Condition of Roads
(Nariva)

Mr. Krish Jurai (Nariva): Madam Speaker, this Motion is about the
dilapidated condition of the roads in Nariva and the failure of the Government to
rectify same.

Madam Speaker, you will recall that earlier today | raised the question of the
dilapidated condition of the roads in my constituency. Had the Minister given me
a satisfactory answer, | would have withdrawn this Motion. Since it seems that he
IS not serious about giving assistance in repairing these roads—and | will show
you as | go along why | am saying this—I am forced to continue with this Motion.

Since | entered this House, | have been trying to get the Government to give
some assistance in repairing these roads. The constituency of Nariva never had
the good fortune of having “barber-greened” roads. All we are asking is that they
fill the massive potholes which have "littered" all the roads in my constituency. |
am sure if the Minister sends 10 to 15 truckloads of material to fill those potholes,
we could live with that.

The Minister talks about spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on roads
in Princes Town—he mentioned this last week—but we are not talking money,
we are asking to have the roads repaired. There are afew roads, Madam Speaker,
if you were to see them you would cry. One cannot drive on them. There are
massive potholes filled with water. People are driving on the edges of the roads.
[Interruption] You must cometo Nariva

| have been trying to get the Minister to see for himself. Sitting here and
talking about bad roads does not mean anything. | have written several letters to
him and he has not responded positively. There is someone named Soverall, and
al he says is that the matter is under consideration. | received a very heartening
letter dated February 24, 1994, from the Minister, signed by the Acting Executive
Secretary, in response to aletter | had written on February 18, 1994. It says:
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"I have been directed by the Minister of Works and Transport, the
Honourable Colm Imbert, to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
February 18, 1994 on the above subject and to inform you that the Honourable
Minister has requested an urgent report on these roads.

As soon as this report is received, you will be contacted with a view to
arranging atour of the area.”

This was since February. It seems that the Minister has not received this report
and, as a result, is not undertaking this tour. However, time and time again, the
Minister has told me that he is not going in the “bush” to see any roads. That is
fine. 1 do not mind if he does not want to come and see the roads, but if he could
supply the funds to the Ministry of Works in Rio Claro and Sangre Grande—he
could stay in Port of Spain or Diego Martin—the roads in my area would get
some attention.

We keep talking about the 5 per cent road tax, but | am wondering whether
funds from general revenue were not allocated for road repairs. If the Minister
does not wish to utilize the 5 per cent because he thinks that the drivers in my
constituency do not pay the 5 per cent fuel tax, that is fine. But at least he could
allocate money from general revenue for effecting repairs to these roads.

| would like to read a reply to a question | had raised in this House on
December 04, 1992. As | said earlier, it appears that the Minister is not serious
about lending assistance for repairing roads in my constituency. His reply on that
date continues:

"In response to the question posed, however, the Minister of Works and
Transport would like to indicate that the following roads in the districts of St.
Andrew/St. David and NarivalMayaro are programmed for resurfacing in
1993."

To date, nothing has been done. He went on to mention the roads that would be
done:

"The Guaico/Tamana Road between the eight and 12 mile mark; the Bonair
Road between the zero and two mile mark; ... the Cunapo Southern Road
between the 24 and the 25 mile mark."

Madam Speaker, no such work has been undertaken. He further went on to say
that:

"Landdlip repairs will be carried out on critical landslips on roads throughout
Trinidad in 1993."
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Again, | had raised questions on two magor landdlips: one on the Cunapo
Southern Road and one on the Guaico/Tamana Road, and the Minister's reply was
that those two landslips had been stabilized. He is right. Those two landslips have
been stabilized, but they have been stabilized some eight or 10 feet below the
normal road level and the road isin avery rugged condition. What happensis that
there is a sudden drop. If that is what the Minister means by stabilization,
certainly heisright, but the drivers have difficulty in negotiating these roads.

| had raised another question on March 18, 1994, with respect to Agua Santa,
a Government asphalt-paving plant. The Minister said that the cost in terms of
miles of road paved in 1993, with material from Agua Santa, was $181,252 per
mile and that he was satisfied with the operations of the Agua Santa Asphalt
Plant. | will come back to that in awhile.

The Minister earlier today said that he had done some work on the Cunapo
Southern Road. He has repaired one of the severa wooden bridges on that road
and he has indicated that work will continue on the other wooden bridges. Very
recently, however, on April 22, 1994, the Minister in a statement said:

"I ssimply wanted to put on record that we have spent $22 million under the
Road Improvement Programme. We have repaired over 80 kilometres of roads
and a substantial amount of work has been done throughout the country
without discrimination, without victimization, without fear or favour, with
equity and equality for all. | wish to put that on record.”

And he was applauded for that statement. Now, the Minister said that one mile of
road cost $181,252 and when | converted this, one mile is equal to 1.61
kilometres; one kilometre is 0.62 of a mile. So, with Agua Santa the cost per
kilometre works out to be $112,578, and under the Road Improvement Fund it
costs $275,000 per kilometre.

The difference, therefore, between Agua Santa and the Road Improvement
Fund is $162,421. There is a vast difference in these sums of money. Why is it
costing $162,000 more under the Road Improvement Fund? | am sure if we go on
the basis of the Agua Santa quotation, the Government could have saved $13
million, which would have done a lot of work in my constituency. That is a very
large amount of money and my constituents are suffering and vehicles are being
damaged because of the bad road conditions. People are absolutely fed up; they
do not know what to do any more.
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5.55 p.m.

Today, | am appealing to the Minister of Works to come to see for himself,
and if he does not wish to come, let him allocate sufficient funds to the Ministry
of Works in Guaico and aso in Rio Claro so that they could undertake the
necessary works immediately.

Thank you.

The Minister of Worksand Transport and Minister of Local Gover nment
(Hon. Colm Imbert): Madam Speaker, this is yet another Motion by a Member
of the Opposition talking about dilapidated roads in his constituency and the
failure of the Government to work on these roads and so forth.

It pains me that Members can come into this House and create such mischief,
engage in such absolute misrepresentation, put figments of their imagination on
the record and make categorical statements of non-fact. Listen to one of the
remarks of a Member: no Barber-Greene in the constituency of Nariva

Am | to understand that the Guaico/Tamana Road is not in the constituency of
Nariva? We have spent $315,000 paving and patching the Guaico/Tamana Road
in 1994 alone under the Road Improvement Fund. But from what the Member
said one gets the impression that there is no Barber-Greene in the constituency of
Nariva. The only conclusion | can draw from that is that the constituency of
Nariva that the Member is referring to is not in Trinidad; some other country,
perhaps. The information | have is that over $2 million has been spent so far in
1994 under the Road Improvement Fund in the county of Nariva/Mayaro. It pains
me that $2 million has been spent in the areas that the Member referred to, just
under the Road Improvement Fund alone, but he would come and say that every
road has massive potholes, nothing has been done, no Barber-Greene. The
Member also referred to certain works, works that were carried out in 1993, but
denied that these works were ever done. They are physically present, Madam
Speaker. The works are there for everybody to see.

In addition, the Member made some very strange calculations based on a
statement made by me to the effect that we spent $22 million and repaired over 80
kilometres of roads. Let me give the Member for Nariva some arithmetical
calculationsto do.

The Road Improvement Fund Report to July 31, which | shall be bringing to
this House very shortly, indicates that so far, up to July 31, we have overlaid 215
km of roads in Trinidad and Tobago. If we look at it on a county basis, we see
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$7.2 million in County Caroni; $3 million, St. Andrew/St. David; $3 million,
VictoriaWest; $2 million, Victoria East and so forth.

As | have stated on numerous occasions, the Ministry of Works does not
operate on a constituency basis; we operate on a district basis and on a county
basis. So far, we have spent—and this is for the Member to do some
calculations—$38 million to overlay 215 km of roads, and if the Member cannot
understand the meaning of the word "over" it means "more than”. If | say we have
done over 80 but we spent 22, it means that we spent 22 to do more than 80.
However, | am giving exact figures. We have done 215 km and spent $38 million.
Do your mathematics and work out what that comes out to. You will find that it is
approximately $175,000 per kilometre.

Madam Speaker, as | said, it pains me to come into this House and hear the
Members on the other side say that nothing is being done in their constituencies,
when nothing could be further from the truth. | have a report here that we did
25,000 sguare metres of paving and strengthening work in 1994 on the Cunapo
Southern Road.

| have reports here of work done to the drainage, patching, cleaning and so
forth. Virtually on every road that the Member referred to, the Ministry is doing
work. We have paved extensive areas in the Nariva constituency, $2 million in
road-paving work.

Mr. Jurai: On apoint of order, Madam Speaker. The Minister is misleading
the House and | can quote some roads here on which nothing is being done, Little
Couva Road, Cunapo Southern Road, Plum Mitan Road—what do you intend to
do about it? Do you intend to pay avisit?

Hon. C. Imbert: Madam Speaker, all | can say is that the statements made by
the Member are figments of his imagination. | have here the report from January
to June, NarivalMayaro.

"Cunapo Southern Road, January to June, 1994 - total cost, $647,000.00
Naparima/Mayaro Road, $600,000.00.

Rio Claro/Guayaguayare Road, $6,000.00.

Naparima/Mayaro Road $858,000.00, and so forth."

We have reconstructed a bridge on the Cunapo Southern Road that he referred
to; we replaced a wooden bridge with a reinforced concrete structure. We did not
simply repair the bridge. We are in the process of replacing another wooden
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bridge with areinforced concrete structure. All | would say isthat it is clear to me
that it is a strategy on the part of the Members of the Opposition to come into this
House and say that no work is taking place in their constituencies, when, for the
year so far, under the Road Improvement Programme we have spent over $20
million in the areas represented by the Members on the other side.

The Highways Division in its recurrent programme has spent in excess of $20
million. It is a strategy of the Members of the Opposition to come to this House
and put fase information on the record. If we pave the streets of the
constituencies of the Members of the Opposition with gold, they would come and
say it ismud.

| do not believe that the citizens of this country will fall prey to the misguided
strategy of the Members of the Opposition, because our citizens travel on the very
roads that we are resurfacing at present in the constituencies of Nariva, Naparima,
Caroni Central, Couva South, and Oropouche—every one of the constituencies on
the other side—and they know the roads are being repaired and they know that the
Members are engaging in public mischief, because they know that their public
profileis dlipping, their reputation is dropping and that they have to do something
to try to raise their profile.

| thank you, Madam Speaker.
6.05 p.m.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Madam Speaker: We have the Member for Fyzabad? [Interruption] We are
not taking those? | see the Minister is adjourning them?

Mr. Valley: Madam Speaker, there is one that we can do, the one from the
Member for Siparia; the others will have to be re-directed.

Lack of Pipe-borne Water
(Siparia Constituency)

Mr. Sahid Hosein (Sparia): Madam Speaker, | promise to be very short.

We have heard this afternoon about the plight of the Siparia constituency
occasioned by a lack of pipe-borne water. This is the sixth or seventh Motion |
have brought to this House during my short stay here.

This afternoon we heard that Members of the Opposition come into the House
making false and mischievous representations. Y ou would, no doubt, be aware
that | did ask a question earlier today pertaining to the water situation in Siparia,
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and the Minister gave certain information. | want to state that, as has been the
case with matters raised in this House, invariably the information we receive from
the other side bears no relation to what is taking place. That is a fact. | am not
saying so in rebuttal of the Minister’s statement, or to score political points, but
when we listen to some of the replies we wonder what on earth the individual is
talking about and where is this work—or whatever it might be—taking place.

| was extremely happy to hear that at long last it seems that something is
going to happen about the water woes in the Siparia constituency. | am not too
elated in the sense that over the past years we have heard many similar promises
that have not borne fruit. | hope, on this occasion, time would really prove me to
be extremely wrong. For example, earlier this afternoon we heard that work is
being undertaken at the Penal Waterworks, which serves the Penal area.

| also want to make the point that for the past two months | have been
purchasing water for home use, as my neighbours and a number of my
constituents have been doing. Nothing could be further from the truth—and | am
not blaming the hon. Minister, because that is the information he would have been
given by histechnical people—

Mr. Sudama: And they do not check it.

Mr. S. Hosein:—and he has to rely on the people who do these various
things, as do other Ministers. | am not blaming him personally, but | think the
time has come when Ministers have to take stock of what they are being told and
how correct or plausibleistheinformation that they are disseminating to the House.

For despite what we heard here this afternoon that works are being undertaken
to improve the situation at the Penal Water Plant, when | checked this morning,
two wells out of 16 were operational and absolutely no work was done. | have
been calling WASA at San Fernando and St. Joseph for the past two months to ask
them to do various minor, mechanica works to improve the situation and the
response has been ridiculous, to say the least. Total and complete indifference.

While | understand and sympathize with WASA and the management in the
fact that they do not have the resources and the other wherewithal to deal with the
problems—a big problem for them is finance—there is a bigger problem that
seems to be an organizational one: the manner in which they deal with some of
the complaints and requests to do various things. Finance is a problem, yes, but
there are certain other measures which, if taken, would bring about some relief.

| want to make a point to emphasize what | am saying.
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Mr. Valley: The Member said he would be short and we took him at his
word.

Mr. S. Hosein: Listen, listen! Do you want the whole contribution now, or
what?

In the Trinidad Guardian of Friday, July 22, 1994, on page 6, we see: "WASA
tackling water problem”. Now | am aware, as the country would be aware, that
there is a problem at the Caroni/Arena Plant which has resulted in a shortfall in
production, and which affects Central and South. But the release that WASA put
out—and this is a problem | have had with WASA for the longest while—
addresses the areas of "St. Francis' Valey Road—I think they mean St
Francois—Belmont Valley Road, Fatima Trace, Laventille, and so forth. But the
point | want to make is that the Daily Express carried a similar story on
Wednesday, July 20, 1994, also on page 6.

If WASA is issuing a release, since Central and South are also going to be
affected, would it not have been better to include in their release that both areas
are going to be affected? We are so unaccustomed to having a supply of water,
maybe WASA assumes that there is no need to identify that there is going to be a
problem in the area, because in any event they never have water. That is the
difficulty | have.

The other issue | want to raise is the problem of what is taking place with the
Navet system with a booster pump in particular. That is why | said if they do
minor things, maor problems could be aleviated. | have been talking in this
Parliament and calling on the phone for the longest while—since about September
last year we have been experiencing difficulty. Although the supply from Navet is
not really adequate, if there is a proper booster pump it would help the situation
somewhat.

| have been talking to them, and at one stage they needed $3,000—a big utility
like WASA, not a parlour or anything—to take out a part of the booster from the
machine shop; they could not find $3,000 for two months, and there were about
20,000 people affected because of $3,000. | wonder where the priorities are,
where the concerns are. Is that because the people from these areas react in a
different way that they safely ignore the representations and the people?

The Minister outlined certain works that were to be done. For example, he
said certain works are going to take place in Penal on the Navet side. | would like
him to identify the areas where these works will take place so it would be a source
of comfort to me and my constituents.
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Finally this question of rates. It has been athorny problem for every citizen of
this country who is so affected by an inadequate supply of water. We have been
told, time and time again, even by the previous Minister of Public Utilities, that
all we have to do is go or write to WASA and indicate to them that we are having
this difficulty and they would adjust the rates.

| would like to inform the Minister that that smply is not happening. | myself
have written on behalf of customers and constituents with regard to water rates
and WASA is simply ignoring those requests. But | want to stick to my promise—I
said | would be rather short. | hope that the Minister could elaborate and the
message would really get across to the management of WASA that there is need to
be a little more sensitive, though the situation is difficult in some of these areas.
Even Members on the other side have indicated that they have problems with
water. Yes, we know that. But WASA needs to show a little more sensitivity in
dealing with these problems.

| thank you.
6.15 p.m.

The Minister of Energy and Energy Industries and Minister of Public
Utilities (Sen. The Hon. Barry Barnes): Madam Speaker, as the hon. Member
mentioned, we had questions with respect to Siparia this afternoon, but let me just
seek to clarify at least one issue. Yes, the Member is correct. Firstly, we lost 10
million gallons of water per day at Caroni/Arena. Secondly, one pump was
returned which gave us back five million gallons, and | believe the second pump
was installed this morning.

There was a notice in the newspapers which particularly made reference to
resultant water supply difficulties in a number of the Northern areas and it was
simply because—as | think | have said in this House before—there is a quantum
of water dedicated to the South. During this period, because of the recognition
that the South/Central area has been disadvantaged, in that sense, every effort was
made to maintain the quantum of water that was going South; and the difference
was made up, as we had said, by reducing supply in a number of the Northern
areas that are also supplied off the Caroni/Arena Project.

Nevertheless, | agree that there is a certain lack—in a very real way—of
sensitivity, generally. | can only say, perhaps, in explanation, that WASA is beset
with queries, questions and appeals from the length, breadth and thickness of
Trinidad and Tobago, from Matelot to Icacos, at a time when, in fact, WASA is
working without the wherewithal to tackle all the problems that it faces. WASA
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as a system with a backlog of 4,000 visible leaks in more than 3,000 miles of
transmission pipelines, and the system is giving us an average of 1,800 new leaks
per month. So that WASA is hard-pressed at atime when its finances are short.

Let me make another correction, Madam Speaker. What | said earlier today is
that rehabilitation work has started on two wells at Penal, not on the Pend
Waterworks as such. | have indicated that the work required at the Penal Water
Plant has been identified and will be undertaken on the basis of rehabilitation
funds.

The fina point | would like to make, since | was asked, is that the Emergency
Rehabilitation Programme, based on $6 million that was given to WASA,
commenced on May 03. The work which commenced on the Navet System—
ongoing replacement of the control valves at all off-take points—has been
completed. Work has started on the Arch Trace Off-take that requires replacement
of amajor part of the transmission main. Work on the Daisy System is continuing.

Within the framework of the available funds, it is not possible to tackle every
job at the same time. WASA has been seeking to spend that money where it will
bring maximum relief to the maximum number of people. Thereis the recognition
that in the Penal/Siparia area where, in fact, distribution mains were installed 15
to 20 years ago, where, among other things—the activities of the Self-Help
Programme for instance—the demand has grown to the point that in a number of
areas the correct solution, in fact, the only readistic solution, is to replace the
existing water mains with larger ones. That, too, is part of the programme and |
think we will see that occurring as we proceed over the next few months.

Madam Speaker, | do not know that | can respond more adequately at this
time.

Thank you.

Question put and agreed to.
House adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 6.21 p.m.



