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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, April 26, 1991
The House met at 1.35 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. SPEAKERIN the Chait
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members for Arima (Mrs. Gloria Pollard) and for Point
Fortin, (Hon. Selby Wilson) have been granted leave of absence from today's
sitting.

EVIDENCE (AMDT.) BILL

Bill to amend the First Schedule of the Evidence Act (Chap. 7:02), brought
from the Senat§The Minister of Social Development and Family Servicesjd
the first time.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BILL
Bill to afford protection in the instance of domestic violence by the granting
of a protection order, to provide the police with powers of arrest where a

domestic violence offence occurs, and for other purp@Els, Minister of Social
Development and Family Servicesdad the first time.

PAPER LAID

Report of the Auditor General on the Accounts of Trinidad and Tobago
Export Credit Insurance Company Limited for the year ended December
31, 1989.[The Minister of Industry, Enterprise and Tourism (Hon. Dr.
Bhoendradatt Tewarie)]

To be referred to the Public Accounts (Enterprises) Committee.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Rehabilitation of Estates

17. Mr. Govindra Roopnarine (Siparid) asked the Minister of Works,
Infrastructure and Decentralization:

(a) Would the hon. Minister state how many estates were rehabilitated by
his ministry in 1990 and who are the owners of these estates?
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(b) Could the hon. Minister also say what benefits will accrue to the state
from his Ministry's efforts in rehabilitating these estates?

Mr. Speaker: The Minister is not here as yet, so we would go on to question
No. 20.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr. Kenneth
Valley (Diego Martin Central):

T&TEC
(Maintenance)

20. (a) Would the hon. Minister kindly state whether she is aware of the fact
that the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity CommissiorgTEC) is
restrained from commencing, continuing and/or completing urgently
required scheduled maintenance work because of the lack of funds?

(b) Would the hon. Minister advise this House of the estimated cost of
bringing allT&TEC’s plant and equipment to a state of repair acceptable
to the Commission?

The Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities (Hon. Pamela
Nicholson): Mr. Speaker, | am sorry | did not meet with the hon. Member before
because | want the question to be deferred. However, | would be ready to answer
at the next meeting.

Mr. Valley: | have no problem with that, Mr. Speaker.
Question, by leave, deferred.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr. Raymond
Palackdharrysingh (Naparima):

Telephone Services
(Extension)

22. Would the hon. Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities state whether
the extension of telephone services will be made available to the residents of the
villages of Borde Narve and St. John’s via Cipero Road in the constituency of
Naparima in 19917

Mr. Raymond Palackdharrysingh (Naparima): The hon. Minister has
asked for a deferral of question 22 and | have agreed.

Question, by leave, deferred.
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Water Supply

23. Mr. Raymond Palackdharrysingh (Naparima) asked the Minister of
Settlements and Public Utilities:

Would the hon. Minister state when the residents of the following areas would
be provided with an adequate supply of pipe-borne water in 1991.:-

(i) Papourie Road from Lengua Presbyterian School to the Inverness
Presbyterian School;

(i) Realise Road to Cunjal Road,;
(i) Jaipaulsingh Road;
(iv) Inverness Road via Cipero Road;
(v) Kanhai Road North;
(vi) Jones Village;
(vii) Friendship Village via Naparima Mayaro Road?

The Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities (Hon. Pamela
Nicholson): Mr. Speaker, the questions asked by the Member for Naparima,
indicates that regions in the south of Trinidad have been experiencing problems
with the supply of water for quite some time.

In 1988, funds were made available for the phased implementation of two
major projects which will go a long way towards solving the water supply
problems in South Trinidad in general. First, there is the Point Fortin Water
Supply Project which is a continuation of the Caroni-Arena transmission pipeline
from La Romain to Point Fortin. Phase 1 of this project which is the extension of
a pipeline from La Romain to St. Mary's, is expected to be completed by the end
of April 1991.

Phase 2, which is the installation of pipeline from Avocat to Siparia, is
expected to begin in early April and to be completed within 10 months. The
estimated cost of these two phases is $14.1 million.

Second, there is the St. Patrick Water Supply Project which is jointly financed
by theEDF and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and includes the supply
of pipes for 40 km of transmission pipeline and 74 km of distribution pipeline;
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construction of transmission and distribution, pipeline, and the construction of
eight water storage tanks.

A tender was awarded for the supply of 35 km of transmission pipes in
February, 1991. Construction of this pipeline will begin in the third quarter of
1991. Tenders for the construction of storage tanks will be invited in the second
quarter of 1991. The estimated cost of this project is $33 million.

Meanwhile, a number of smaller projects are being undertaken to bring relief
to residents in specific locations among which are the areas referred to by the
Member for Naparima.

At the present time, the Water and Sewerage Authority is executing the
following projects at Cunjal Road in order to improve the water supply.

(a) The laying down of 5.5 km of 300 mm pipelines along the Moruga Road
from Ramdhanie Trace to Toppin Trace at an estimated cost of $1.7
million. This job is 45 per cent completed.

(b) The laying down of 3.4 km of 160 mmvC pipelines along Mandingo
Road from Moruga Road to the Junction of Realise Road and Cunjal
Road.

At the completion of these two projects projected for June 1991, the following
areas will benefit from a better water supply:

Moruga Road, from Ramdhanie Trace to Toppin Trace;
Samuel Cooper Road;

Fifth Company Realise Road;

Mandingo Road;

Realise Settlement Road.

The Water and Sewerage Authority has advised that work is expected to be
completed in June 1991 and that is now in progress at Friendship Village via
Naparima/Mayaro Road at an estimated cost of $360,000. The work being done
involves the laying down of 0.45 km of 250 mm steel pipeline from Malgretoute
Road to Naparima/Mayaro Road, as a result of which, lere Village,
Naparima/Mayaro Road from the 6 mile mark to the 6 3/4 mile mark will benefit
from a more suitable water supply.
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1.45 p.m.

Further, in its development programme for the years 1992 and 1993—I do not
know if the Member for Naparima wants this piece—the Water and Sewerage
Authority has scheduled capital works which will benefit the following regions of
Naparima in 1992.

St. Croix Road to Lengua: Cunjal, Maltabar Trace;
St. Croix Road to Jaipaulsingh Road Upper Barackpore;

Cipero Road, Borde Narve, Naparima/Mayaro Road
St. Charles, Bronte; 6 mile mark to 6 3/4
Corial Road; lere Village;

Naparima/Mayaro Road
5 3/4 mile mark to 6 3/4.

The following areas will benefit in 1993:

Inverness Road; Penal Rock;

Pierre Road; Lachoos Road;

Kanhai Road (north and south); Digity and Transfer Villages;
Kansammy; Rochard and Oropouche River Road;
Reece; Oropouche South Trace;

Friendship Trace; Moosarap Rogdtom New Colonial

Road to Moosarap Trace).

These are the areas which have been highlighted to be done in the peried 1991
1993. | am sure the hon. Member is seeing the heavy activity down in the south
and recognizes that this Government is very serious.

The following question stood on the Order Paper in the name of Mr. Raymond
Palackdharrysingh (Naparima):

Land Tenants
(Regulations)

25. Would the hon. Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities state why
necessary regulations expedient for carrying out the purposes of “An Act relating
to the Security of Tenure of Land Tenants” assented to in June, 1991 were not
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made and which has rendered the purposes of the Act incapable of being
implemented?

Mr. Raymond Palackdharrysingh (Naparima) Mr. Speaker, the hon.
Minister has spoken to me asking for a week’s deferral.

Question, by leave, deferred.
Salaries Review Commission

26. Mr. Patrick Manning (San Fernando EasBisked the Hon. Prime Minister
and Minister of the Economy:

(@) What adjustments if any have been made within the last year to the
terms and conditions of services of those persons falling under the
purview of the Salaries Commission?

(b) What will be the cost on an annual basis of those adjustments?

The Minister of Industry, Enterprise and Tourism (Dr. The Hon.
Bhoendradatt Tewarie): Mr. Speaker, | am answering on behalf of the hon.
Prime Minister.

With respect to the higher Judiciary, the salary, pension, cost of living
allowance of the offices of Chief Justice, Justice of the Court of Appeal and
Justice of the High Court, have been exempted from taxation. The annual
incremental cost of these adjustments is estimated to be $1,158,335.00. In
addition, where a judge purchases a motor vehicle for use in the performance of
his official duties, such purchase shall be exempt from value added tax. No
additional cost is anticipated since such purchases were previously exempt from
purchase tax or motor vehicle tax.

In respect of the Prime Minister and Ministers of Governmemt,
recommendations have been submitted by the Salaries Review Commission for
increases in the salaries of the Prime Minister and other Ministers of Government.
In accordance with the recommendation of the Salaries Review Commission, the
Prime Minister's subsistence allowance for travel on official business beyond the
radius of 10 miles from Port-of-Spain has been brought in line with the allowance
of $70 paid to Ministers and certain other officials.

For official travel to Tobago, subsistence was increased from $30 to $40 per
day or a flat sum of $90 per day where he does not utilize hotel facilities. The
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cost of this adjustment will depend on the use of this facility but no application
has so far been made for payment.

Where a minister's normal residence is in Tobago, a monthly subsistence
allowance of $700 shall be payable. The annual incremental cost to Government
is $16,800. Where a minister travels to Tobago on official business and does not
utilize facilities, a flat subsistence allowance of $70 a day shall be payable. The
cost of this adjustment will be dependant on the use of the facility.

An interim payment of $1,000 per month has been proposed as an attorney
allowance for State Counsel. The cost in respect of the payment of this allowance
is estimated to be $990,000 for the year 1991.

Mr. Manning: Would the hon. Minister be kind enough to tell this
Parliament whether all those adjustments had been done on the basis of the
recommendations by the Salaries Review Commission? Secondly, was there any
reason for the Salaries Review Commission report, if it did exist, not being
debated before this Parliament as is the custom?

Dr. Tewarie: As far as | am aware, Mr. Speaker, all of these were
recommendations by the Salaries Review Commission. | cannot say why the
report has not been debated but if it is necessary to bring it for a debate, we would
look at it and see.

| am informed, Mr. Speaker, that it was laid before this honourable House.

Mr. Manning: | understand the hon. Minister's point, that the document may
have been laid, the question, however, is not that; the question is why it was not
debated because that has been the practice with reports of the Salaries Review
Commission. Perhaps you would wish to give an answer.

Ex-Senators
(Appointment)

27. Mr. Patrick Manning (San Fernando EasBsked the hon. Prime Minister
and Minister of the Economy:

(a) What public sector appointments, if any, have recently been made
involving former Senators, Clive Pantin, Ganga Singh and Horace
Wilson?

(b) What is the effective date of each appointment?
(c) What are the terms and conditions attached to each appointment?
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The Prime Minister and Minister of the Economy (Hon. AN.R.
Robinson): Mr. Speaker, the following former Senators are engaged on contract
with the Government:

Mr. Clive Pantin, as Co-ordinator, Office of the Prime Minister;

Mr. Horace Wilson, as Public Relations Consultant, Office of the Prime
Minister;

Mr. Ganga Singh, as Adviser to the Minister of Industry, Enterprise and
Tourism.

The effective date of each appointment is February 1, 1991. The terms and
conditions of service can be made available to the hon. Member. The
gualifications of those persons are as follows:

Mr. Ganga Singh holds a Bachelor of Laws degree of the University of the
West Indies, a Master of Arts degree and a Master of Laws degree in
International Banking Law from Boston University School of Law;

Mr. Clive Pantin holds a Bachelor of Arts degree with double honours in

Spanish and French from the National University of Ireland, a Diploma in

education from the University of the West Indies and also a Diploma in

Personnel Management and Industrial Relations from the Industrial Society of
London.

1.55 p.m.

Mr. Horace Wilson has worked in television for the past 11 years as a writer,
writer/producer, and writer/producer/director. He is the most prolific and
professional screen writer/producer in the Caribbean.

In 1984, Mr. Wilson spent six weeks working with Mr. James Ambandos of
the Film School of Temple University on a script entitled, "Leslie's Legacy"
which Mr. Ambandos regarded as equivalent of a thesis for the Master of Fine
Arts Degree in Film.

In 1990, Mr. Wilson pursued a course in television production in Washington.
| think the country would be very interested in hearing that Mr. Wilson has
recently been informed of his acceptance by the American Film Institute, the
premier advanced training institution for film and television studies in the United
States. Every year the institute receives thousands of applicants from hopeful
graduates of film schools all over the world, but only 125 are selected. This year
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28 students were admitted to the screen-writing programme and Mr. Horace
Wilson was one of them.

Judging was based on, among other things, an original screen play. Mr.
Wilson submitted a suspense story set against a background of our carnival. He
was accepted. He has been invited to apply for the Gary Hendler Scholarship
open to persons from Africa, Asia and Latin America and the scholarship is one
of the most prestigious in the film industry.

Mr. Manning : Since the hon. Prime Minister is reluctant to make available
to the Parliament the entire package of terms and condition of each appointment,
| wonder if he would be kind enough to allow us to know just the salaries of the
individual appointees?

Mr. Robinson: May | say that all these were negotiated with the Chief
Personnel Officer. The salary of Mr. Clive Pantin is $7,957 monthly, Mr. Horace
Wilson’s salary is $5,500 monthly and Mr. Ganga Singh’s salary is $7,000
monthly.

Mr. Manning : Forgive me. | have to catch my breath before | put the other
guestion to the hon. Minister.

NIHERST

28. Mr. Patrick Manning (San Fernando Eastasked the Minister of Planning
and Mobilization:

Would the Minister of Planning and Mobilization state whether the University
of the West Indies was consulted on the recent appointments to the National
Institute of Higher Education Research Science and TechnolGGYERST)

before such appointments were made?

The Minister of Planning and Mobilization (Hon. Winston Dookeran):
The Act under whiciNIHERST s established does not require consultation on this
matter with the University of the West Indies.

Nevertheless, three Members of the faculty, Mr. Roy Narinesingh, Dr. Keith
Crichlow and Dr. Bridgette Brereton have been appointed to the Board of
NIHERST.

Rehabilitation of Estates

17. Mr. Govindra Roopnarine (Siparid) asked the Minister of Works,
Infrastructure and Decentralization:
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a) Would the ho. Minister state how many estates were rehabilitated by his
Ministry in 1990 and who are the owners of these estates?

b) Could the hon. Minister also say what benefits will accrue to the state
from his Ministry's efforts in rehabilitating these estates?

The Minister of Works, Infrastructure and Decentralization (Dr. The
Hon. Carson Charles): Mr. Speaker, in 1990, the following estates were
included in the Estate Rehabilitation Programme of the Ministry of Works,
Infrastructure and Decentralization. | would read the estate description, the
acreage and the owner's name.

Estate Location Acreage Owner’'s Name/Address

Covigne-Chaguaramas 100 Chaguaramas Deveopment Authority

Maracas 20 Evelyn Nurse

Maracas 150 Caribbean Union College South
Caribbean Conference

Morvant, Mon Repos 50 South Caribbean Conference of
Seventh Day Adventists

Lopinot 48 Sandra Harduar

Lopinot 32 Dianan Chandool

Talparo 80 State lands

Caparo 84 State lands

Mundo Nuevo 14 Indra; Tara and Madoo Santokee

Grande Riviere 100 State lands

Sangre Grande 15 Karl, Anthony, Wendy, Dale and
Violet Soulette

Blanchisseuse 7 Eugene Rose

Blanchisseuse 30 Thomas and Stephanie Isaac

Mayaro 21 Brian M. Besson

Mafeking 30 Navind and Meera Madoo

Cunaripo 110 Pilar Alcala

Estate Location Acreage Owner’'s Name/Address



483

Oral Answers To Questions Friday, April 26, 1991
Matura 30 Peter Hackshaw
Manzanilla 33 Ruth Van Leer
Poole 26 Albert Hospedales
Cumuto 30 Gilbert Emmanuel
Cumuto 10 Mikay P. And Lelia Badal
Paria 30 Stanley Jennings
Brasso 148 Seereeram Bros. Ltd.
Tabaquite 100 State lands
New Grant 22 Mrs. Winifred Collymore

Private estates under the Estate Rehabilitation Programme are leased to the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago over periods ranging from three years for
the smallest estates, to 20 years for the largest. It is Government's policy to seek
to recover as much of its direct investment as possible from production and sales
in the programme itself.

It should be noted that no lease rental or monetary consideration is paid by the
Government for the leases. In addition, the country would benefit in respect of the
stimulation of agricultural production, the reduction of agricultural imports, the
export of produce, the expansion of agro-industry and the eventual creation of
stable jobs, particularly in rural areas. Unemployed persons receive temporary
jobs in the short-term and are able to improve their levels of competence in
agriculture, through training and exposure to estate farming. Parallel programmes
are being executed in urban communities.

Mr. Roopnarine: Could the hon. Minister state how the names of the owners
of the estates were selected? What were the criteria used in selecting these
estates?

Dr. Charles: Towards the end of 1988 when the programme was approved by
Cabinet, advertisements were placed in newspapers and on television inviting all
estate owners who were interested in participating in the programme, to apply. As
a result of receiving several applications during 1988 and 1989, estates were
visited, titles were checked and, based on the person's having proper titles and it
being feasible to rehabilitate the estates, on the advice of our technical officers,
arrangements were entered into with the estate owners for the rehabilitation on
the basis of which I have just described.
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2.05 p.m.

Mr. Roopnarine: Is the Minister in a position to state how much funds have
been expended to date in this rehabilitation exercise? Also, what kind of system
do you have set up in order to retrieve funds accruing from sales of products from
these estates?

Dr. Charles: Mr. Speaker, | wish the hon. Member had asked these questions
officially because | could have prepared detailed answers. | do not have with me
information on the amount of money spent in the programme on the estates as it
was not requested. | am quite prepared to provide that.

In respect of the system for sale of produce, | can also provide that, but I
would not know the details of the arrangement. However, | can provide them if
he asks the question.

ORISHA RELIGION (SHANGO) (INC'N) BILL

Question put and agreed tdhat a bill for the incorporation of a body to be
known as the Orisha Religion (Shango) of Trinidad and Tobago, be read the first
time.

Bill accordingly read the first time.
OPHTHALMOLOG ICAL SOCIETY (INC'N) BILL

Question put and agreed,tdhat a bill to provide for the incorporation of a
body known as the Opthalmological Society of Trinidad and Tobago, be read the
first time.

Bill accordingly read the first time.
EDINBURGH DHARMA SABHA (INC'N BILL

Question put and agreed tdhat a bill to provide for the incorporation of a
body known as the Edinburgh Dharma Sabha of Trinidad and Tobago, be read the
first time.

Bill accordingly read the first time.
REGULARIZATION OF TENURE (STATE LANDS)

[FOURTH DAY]
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Order read for resuming adjourned debate on quedtianuary 5, 1991]:

Whereasan Act titled "The Regularization of Tenure (State Lands) Act
No. 20 of 1986" was duly passed by both Houses of Parliament and assented
to on August 29, 1986;

Whereas the above-mentioned Act made provision by law for regularizing
the status of thousands of residents of this country occupying state lands; And
whereas such regularization is urgent and imperative to bring much needed
relief to these residents;

And whereasigh expectation was raised that the plight of the residents
would be ameliorated by the passing of the said Act:

Be it resolvedhat this House call upon the Government to take immediate
steps to implement the provisions of the Regularization of Tenure (State
Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986.

The Minister of Planning and Mobilization (Hon. Winston Dookeran):
Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to make a few comments pertaining to the motion
before us which the Member for Oropouche is seeking the support of this House
in terms of requiring that immediate steps be taken to put into place the
Regularization of Tenure (State Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986.

Already in this debate it has been pointed out why thatstep has not been taken,
and | will not bother to repeat the arguments that have been put forth earlier.
However, | wish to point out that there is an entire package of legislation that has
been referred to as the "Land Reform Package Legislation" that had received the
deliberations of this House sometime in 1981 and which has been under review
within recent times by the appropriate bodies dealing with land revision and land
reform.

It has been pointed out to us that this package of legislation was hastily put
together; that it had derived its philosophical base from legislation wholly
translated from other jurisdictions and did not respond to the immediate concerns
or requirements of our situation with the view of accelerated work towards the
regularization of tenure or, indeed, the entire question of land administration and
management. Since then, the Land Reform Committee, along with the committee
that was established by Cabinet, began to look at the details of these legislative
proposals with a view to arriving at a more appropriate set of legislation with the
expressed purpose of regularization of tenure being more expeditiously handled
in the context of our situation.
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| am pleased to inform hon. Members that work has been far advanced in this
respect and a number of proposals are now under very careful scrutiny with a
view of being submitted for the consideration of the Government. | am not in a
position to go into the details of the deliberations at this time, for it has not been
fully considered. However, it covers many aspects that are relevant to our
situation, including the need to establish legislation in the field of condominium;
in order to look at revisions of the Town and Country Planning legislation; in
order to look at proposals for the establishment of a Land Tribunal; in order to
find a new mechanism for offloading some of this work that has been onerous and
very important, | am advised, legislation dealing with title for lands. This has
been a source of major concern in terms of the implementation.

In addition, steps have already been taken to look at the Land Acquisition Act
and proposals for the Land Surveyors Ordinance are now being finalized in the
context of the package of legislation that is now more appropriate for dealing
with the issues before us. It is in that context, as it has been explained before, why
the present motion before us will not in fact achieve the very objectives for which
it has been put before this House, which is to accelerate the process of the
regularization of tenure. Based on expert advice from the relevant legal and land
authorities, we hope to bring to this honourable House a new set of arrangements
to deal with this matter focusing, as | said, on title registration.

In so doing, | just wish to assure hon. Members that the problems for which
the hon. Member for Oropouche has put this motion for debate are being tackled
in a clinical manner and in a systematic manner in the context of proposals for
administrative and management changes for land in Trinidad and Tobago.

In this respect, apart from the legislative changes of which | have made
reference today, there have been other changes that have already been agreed to
in terms of the administration of the appropriate institutions that deal with land
administration. It was only very recently that Cabinet took the decision to accept
a number of very firm recommendations that have been put forward for the re-
organization of the Lands and Surveys Department with the view of ensuring that
the management and information systems that ought to have been in place could
be put into place. | have made reference to the details on this on previous
occasions in this House, but | am pleased to indicate that those decisions have

been arrived at and already steps are being taken to implement those
administrative changes.
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It must be understood that regardless of the legalmachinery that is in place, if
the administrative and management capability is not strengthened, then we will
still face the problems that have been identified in the motion before us. In our
attempt to look at the problem in total, apart from dealing with the legal changes
that are required, we have also dealt with and agreed to the administrative and
management changes that are required, both in terms of the restructuring of the
division to reflect clear mandates to clear divisions, and also to introduce in a
very systematic way, a land information system.

| say these things to assure the hon. Members that our approach, as it is in so
many other areas of public policy, has been to try and get the totality of the
problem before us and to find a solution that will have permanence overtime.
This in some quarters is suggested to mean that there is not immediate results, but
we feel convinced that this approach will leave a flow of results for a period of
time that can be sustained for all for many years to come.

Short-term measures are also being undertaken in order to deal with backlog
problems with respect to land matters, andalready there has been much evidence
within the context of a wider programme of action that has been put into place,
that there have been certain improvements with respect to the speed with which
the machinery deals with some of these matters.

2.20 p.m.

| will take this opportunity to make reference to the performance of one of the
agencies that has an important role to play in this whole issue of land use,
planning, zoning and applications, in particular the Town and Country Planning
Division, which | had indicated to you will also be subject to legislative changes
in accordance with extensive recommendations that have been put into place over
the last three years. We sought and received support of a number of agencies in
revising those proposals and they ought to be finalized for Government's
consideration very shortly.

Recently | requested the report of the Town and Country Planning Division
with respect to development control applications over the last five years, in order
to ascertain for myself what has been the position with respect to the speed with
which applications are being processed.

Some time in 1987 we had put together a set of policy guidelines aimed at
improving the efficiency of that department in order to handle the applications
that are before us in a timely and more expeditious manner. You will recollect
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that this has been a course of major concern before 1986, and it had, in fact, been
of such great concern that almost every day in the newspapers there were
problems associated with the approval process. While we recognize that there was
need to put into place the legislative machinery, we could not, of course, wait on
that; we had to work within the system in order to improve the performance.

The evidence therefore that has been brought to me within the last few days—
and based on only five years. | will not try to further embarrass the hon. Member
for San Fernando East by talking about anything before 1986. One of the specific
requirements we had put to the division is that they shall determine applications
within a statutory two months. Some of the applications are withdrawn, but for
those that have been put into place, they should be determined one way or the
other within a two-month period.

| am advised that in 1986, 89.5 per cent of the applications for development
control had been approved within the statutory two months. In 1987, 94.4 per
cent of the applications have been determined within the statutory two months. In
1988, 89.7 per cent; 1989, 19.4 per cent and in 1990, 94.7 pefimmntuption]
These figures are compiled by the department based on their records. | do not
know if the hon. Member for San Fernando East is asking me to query the
integrity of the work of the department.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | assure the hon. Member that | made no
comment whatsoever.

Mr. Dookeran: But merely to indicate that there has been based on a new
system which has been put into place in the context of the changes which will be
required both legislative and management—some signals of improved
performance in this particular area. This is not to suggest that there are not
outstanding cases that have been under consideration sometimes for unduly long
periods of time, but there are two factors that must be borne in mind: one is that
some of the cases are quite complex and require the involvement of many public
agencies. Those cases that have not been dealt with within two months, generally
require far more approval processes, and in some cases there have been a lapse in
the management system and information.

More importantly, within recent times there has been an emphasis placed,
particularly on industrial applications that do have an environmental impact and
more particularly that could have an impact on the prospect of accidents and
pollutions of an industrial nature and these are creating some concerns. At this
time the department is attempting to enhance its capacity to handle those
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applications of an industrial nature. All this, of course, is being done, in the final
analysis, to ensure the that quality of decision-making is enhanced in the interest
of the protection of the public growth. Mr. Speaker, there has been some evidence
of improvement with respect to that.

If I were to look at the appeal system that has been operating in cases where
applications have been refused, | would see first of all, that there has been a
substantial increase in the number of hearings that have been taking place. In
1986—and perhaps | could indicate that prior to 1986, including 1986 |
imagine—the appeal panel that advised the Minister on this matter met on the
average, once a month. That itself was a source of delay. Thirteen meetings were
held in 1986; in 1987, 41 meetings were held; in 1988, 46 meetings were held; in
1989, 37 meetings were held and in 1990, 35 meetings were held. An increase in
the number of meetings to deal with these matters that were referred to the appeal
panel, which contributed significantly to an increase in the processing of the
reviewed process that has been in place. Evidence suggests for itself, and | am
advised that monthly meetings which were the norm of the past, has now by and
large changed to almost weekly meetings.

The number of appeals received in 1986 was 226 and the number of appeals
that was allowed in that system was 23. In 1987 there was a substantial increasein
the number of appeals. With the new Government being put into place, there was
a rush of requests to have these matters appealed and that figure increased to 390
in 1987. The number of appeals that was allowed, based on the new criteria that
were established, that give greater recognition to the needs of the people and their
legitimate concerns, increased to 197. In other words, Mr. Speaker, we are talking
about the performance of the administration of land registration and matters
pertaining to that. | know that every time these figures are heard it would suggest
that we move back to other things. In 1987, 197 applications were approved. In
1988, the number of appeals received was 270, of which 206 were allowed. In
1989, 189 appeals were received, of which 126 were allowed and in 1990, 190
were received of which 92 were allowed.

| raise these figures if only to suggest that the performance with respect to
development control applications and with respect to the review process has been
substantial over the last five years and do deal with some of the very important
concerns of the population on this particular matter. The evidence is here to
suggest that. We expect that there would be an improved performance system
over time but this itself is an indication of some of the efforts that are being
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made, lest it be misunderstood as it obviously will be, that the Government is not
tackling an important area of public administration. As | indicated earlier on, not
only through the legal system but through the management system, we have been
dealing with that.

2.30 p.m.

There is one further point | would like to make because in the deliberations
which took place on this particular motion, | was advised that it was attributed,
that because of these considerations, some of which | have attempted to address
here this afternoon, there has been a slow down in agricultural activities that is
taking place. From time to time | had pointed out in this honourable House that
putting the financial resources in place to support the agricultural programme of
the country, was one of our early concerns. In fact, we had put into effect such a
facility in an enhanced programme with the Agricultural Development Bank.

It is worth repeating at this stage that it was in 1987 that the Government
placed at the disposal of the Agricultural Development Bank two sources of
financing which were not there before. One pertaining to the Inter-American
Development Bank for the amount of $27 million and another source of
financing which came through the Caribbean Development Bank to the order of
Us $10 million. The first of this particular facility was actually put into place in
1988 and the second in 1987. A totalsf$37 million was put for the funding of
agricultural activities in Trinidad and Tobago; perhaps, the single most important
input that was placed at the disposal of financing of the agricultural sector.

This line of credit which has been at the disposal ofathe, in my view, has

not been fully utilized. For the evidence suggests that we have not had as much
draw-down on these resources as we would like. As of March 1991, with respect
to the Inter- American Development Bank resource, $5 million was drawn-down
and with respect to the Caribbean Development Bank facility, $7.6 million was
drawn-down. This covers activities in many areas pertaining to cereals, roots and
starches, vegetables, pulses, nuts, fruits, cocoa, coffee, plant propagation, poultry,
dairy, feed, beef, pigs, sheep and goats, livestock, beans, fish, aquaculture,
ornamental horticulture and mechanical services.

It is important to recognize that the Government in its pursuit had put at
disposal, substantial resources though an institution which itself had to change in
order to disperse that. While we would be happier to have a greater dispersement
rate, we have set in motion an entirely new facility which is likely to even grow if
there is going to be greater activities.
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Mr. Sudama: Could the Minister tell this House whether the Government
advances moneys to people who are squatting on state lands for agricultural
purposes? | do not want to suggest to the Minister that he is engaged in a
filibuster but of course, this Act has to deal with the regularization of tenure, state
lands—that is residential squatting. In as much as he has ventured into that area of
advances being made by the Government, could he inform the House whether
squatters can avail themselves of such advances?

Mr. Dookeran: Mr. Speaker, | assume that anyone resident in Trinidad and
Tobago who goes to the bank with a proposal will, in fact, have his proposal
considered. These are matters of operation that one can look at, but | will assume
that they all have accessibility to it.

| have been trying to point out, that one of the arguments which was raised in

this debate, had been related to the question that this particular impediment to
agricultural development was a major cause of concern. | thought | should inform

the Members of this House as to the steps that we have been taking in this
particular regard, lest it be misunderstood as it so often is, that our commitment to
agricultural development is not as it should be. In a further debate on this issue,
we can deal with all the other aspects that need to be put into place for that
particular trust to take place.

Mr. Speaker, we had, in fact, had a full presentation on the regularization of
settlers’ development programme made by the Hon. Minister responsible for this
on a previous occasion. So | would not bother to go into those matters because it
is well known now that our programme has been effected in order to deal with
this. It is not simply a matter of dealing with the law; it is a matter of dealing with
the administration, the implementation and the finance. It is on all these fronts
that the Government has been operating in this particular area.

The concern, therefore, that has been expressed, that there was need to
improve our steps to deal with the entire question of the regularization of tenure,
is in fact, more than adequately treated in the various components of our
programme relating to legislative change, management change and resources.
That is why | thought | should rise at this occasion in order to make these points,
in the context of this debate, so that it can be seen in the context of the total
approach of the Government to handle the question of the regularization of
spontaneous development, which it is sometimes referred to, in all the various
squatter settlements in the country. A programme has been put in place for that.
The issue of legislative changes is being finalized for the introduction, the
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resources which are available to effect changes are there and deliberations on
improving the administration and land management in this country are in place or
many of which are in place and some will be further put into place by the steps
which we have taken.

The central point, is that our approach is clearly one that has a sense of
permanence. That is the fundamental difference between our approach that we are
taking on this side and the approach that we sometimes hear others would like to
take. | have taken the time of this House to try and give some idea of that sense of
permanence in which we are dealing with this and in the process seeing some
improvements that are taking place as evidence by some of the figures that | have
outlined to you here pertaining to at least one aspect of the operation.

May | therefore conclude by saying that our objectives in trying to deal with
this problem are similar, in the sense that we would like to accelerate the process
of the regularization of the squatting community on a systematic basis, and that
we would like to ensure greater increase in the security of tenure. In this regard,
we have had a substantial increase in land tenancy arrangements throughout the
country and certainly even in Caroni Limited, pertaining to the regularization of
the tenants who are now using the Security of Tenure Act, in order to acquire
their own facilities.

In the terms of dealing with the issue of generally assisting in land base
development, either in terms of approval or in terms of appeal that we are dealing
with these matters. We are therefore, extremely concerned, as indeed the Member
for Oropouche had expressed, about these issues. We are simply taking the very
systematic and fundamental steps that will be required to put that entire
machinery in place on all fronts so that we will never be visited with the sense of
inefficiency which we have been visited with in 1986 and prior to that.

2.40 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased for the opportunity to comment on these points in
this debate and hope that we can see the issues before us in the totality of
approach that has been put into place and the evidence that | have adduced here
today to suggest that these particular measures have been working, will continue
to work and at all times working in the interest of all the people in Trinidad and
Tobago and in particular those people who have not been as fortunate to have had
some of the blessings of the past. Thank you.
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Mr. Patrick Manning (San Fernando East)Mr. Speaker, | must say what a
pleasure it is to sit in a Parliament where everybody seems to be on speaking
terms. Except of course, as | am now advised, the hon. Member for St. Augustine
does not appear to be on speaking terms with the hon. Prime Minister. I am
particularly pleased the comradery that seems to exist between my colleague from
Couva North and my colleague from the neighbouring constituency of Couva
South. [nterruption] That was not my concern; my concern now is what would
the Member for Caroni East do?

Mr. Speaker, | consider the resolution before us to be of great significance
that affects a large number of our citizens who find themselves in the unfortunate
circumstance of being settlers on State land. Indeed, | assure you that | rise this
evening to participate in this debate, to associate myself and my colleagues with
the resolution which we support, which seeks to have the Government take
immediate steps to implement the provisions of the Regularization of Tenure
(State Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986.

| must say that | was extremely disappointed in the contribution of the hon.
Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities, who seem to be continuing in a vein
that was started by her boss, the hon. Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, as
early as 1986 and which became very graphically demonstrated to the national
community in the year 1987. You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that it was in the local
government election campaign of that year, that the hon. Prime Minister sought to
describe anybody who cast his or her vote for RN®1, in other words, for a
political party different from his, as "stupidies" and it has been recorded in the
daily media. | can go into other examples but permit me to raise the question of
the hon. Minister of Settlements and Public Utilities, because | consider this a
most disturbing trend, as you know Mr. Speaker—and you are a brother-in-law—
the Constitution of this country gives people the right to freedom of speech and
the right to freedom of association; it gives people the right to support political
parties of their choice or views that they espouse and to the extent that they
choose of their own free will not to espouse certain views, they also have the
right, under our Constitution, not to do so.

Therefore, you would understand my concern when in going through the
contribution of the hon. Member for Tobago West, | saw a reference, and | quote
from the contribution from thelansard
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"It is saddening to know that the Member for Oropouche who has brought
a very important resolution into the House, is a party to an underground mafia
grouping that interferes right now."

Mr. Speaker, | cannot understand what anybody can do to warrant the description
of "an underground mafia grouping” by the hon. Minister of Settlements and
Public Utilities. | cannot understand this.

Miss Nicholson: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. There is one word that
was used in that description, where you as the Speaker of the House, called upon
me to withdraw that particular word and | so did. That is the word "mafia”.
Therefore it is misleading for the Member for San Fernando East to rise with that
piece of discourse because he was present, | am sure, in the House, when—we
were really moving in a friendly note that afternoon—I withdrew that word,
based on what you said.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, | find that the Minister is unusually jumpy and
nervous this afternoon. Had | been permitted to continue what | was saying, the
Minister would have realized how generous a man | am. What | was about to say
is, to her eternal credit, she said as follows: "I withdraw the word mafia." She
withdrew the word "mafia" but she hastened to point out—"but | leave the word
underground.” She withdrew “mafia” but she left the word “underground” and
she continued to say—

"... with theirsopoand you have two of them in the—I have seen one, | am
not going to interfere with the public gallery."

Mr. Speaker, there were two gentlemen sitting in the public gallery when the
hon. Minister was on her feet, who are actively involved in an organization called
the Trinidad and Tobago Land Tenants and Ratepayers Union and another one
called the Squatters Association of Trinidad and Tobago. These are two
organizations of persons who have come together of their own free will and in a
manner that is facilitated by the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago, a
democratic Constitution, coming together on a issue that is of great import and
significance to them and acting—as no doubt they see themselves acting—in their
own interest and in the interest of their families and dependants.

Mr. Speaker, | think it is an eternal shame for someone holding such high
office to now describe such persons as underground.
2.50 p.m.
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Miss Nicholson: On a point of order. | remember the discourse properly. |
was not referring to any land tenants, organizations, or anybody like that and,
therefore, the Member for San Fernando East is misleading the House.

Mr. Manning: | am very pleased to hear what the Minister has said that she
was not referring to anybody sitting in the public gallery on that particular day.
Perhaps, in due course, she may wish to enlighten this honourable House as to
whom she was referring, because whoever it was must have been a source of
great irritation to the honourable Minister, because a few minutes later the hon.
Minister made this reference:

"We were doing very beautifully in Bagatelle until this underground
grouping stepped in."

Mr. Speaker, to whom was the honourable Minister referring? An underground
grouping? s it that they walked below the surface of the ground? What was the
Minister trying to say? Is it justified that Parliament ought to be used in that
manner, to describe persons who are not members of the House and, therefore,
who are in no position to defend themselves? It is not the first time that we have
had to make that accusation at the doorstep of Members on the other side. One
would have thought that after four and a half years with all the water that has
flown under the bridge, honourable Members opposite would have understood
that Parliament is a place of dignity, which ought not to be degraded in this way
where persons who are not here to defend themselves are attacked in the most
vicious manner, for what must be considered their legitimate pursuits in their own
interests. Had it ended there it would be all right but it continued. Just a minute or
so later this is the honourable Minister talking:

"It is voluminous, a very, very big job that we have taken on".

Bad words keep coming all the time which | do not want te—+fseoundrels”

and words like that. | am trying my best. So “mafia” was withdrawn;
“underground” was left and the Minister had to exercise great restraint not to use
the word “scoundrel”. You see it is a parliamentary tactic where she says she does
not wish to use it, but in so saying she in fact used it.

Persons who are now acting in their own interest are scoundrels. Why?
Because they espouse a point of view that is different from that espoused by the
hon. Minister and the Government of which she forms a part. That makes you a
scoundrel. | was prepared to give the hon. Minister the benefit of the doubt. | was
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prepared to do that but you see on the very next page, the hon. Minister was
making reference again. This is what she had to say:

"I think | will be inviting her to come with me soon to meet the people of
Malick at a meeting because | always do these fine things. | am not inviting
any undergrounders."

There it goes again, “undergrounders”. She is having a meeting to discuss a
matter that falls within the ambit of the Trinidad and Tobago Land Tenants and
Ratepayers Association, and the Squatters Association of Trinidad and Tobago;
two organizations of people who have come together for a common purpose in
their own interests, a purpose that must be considered very laudable having regard
to what it is. The Minister decides to have a meeting and of the 1.2 million people
in Trinidad and Tobago, she identifies “undergrounders”. We know what that
means; she had made reference to it before as persons who will not be invited to
this meeting.

That is not the end of it. The Minister had a field day on persons who just
cannot defend themselves. They are not here in this Parliament. The Minister for
some reason did not consider it appropriate to attack the Member for San
Fernando East. | would have welcomed it. | am an “undergrounder”. Now that |
seek to articulate a point of view in defence of those who are not in this
Parliament to defend themselves, | am now being described as one of the
“undergrounders”. Am | correct, hon. Minister?

Miss Nicholson: You are not of any import.
Mr. Manning : | am not of any import. Mr. Speaker. But the show goes:

"Because of the problems we are having with Bagatelle, because of these
degraders..."

They are now, not “mafia”, not “undergrounders”, not “scoundrels” but
“degraders”. My case is simply this, that it is highly improper for a Minister of
the Government to refer to citizens of Trinidad and Tobago in the way in which
the Member for Tobago West has been referring to certain individuals, who have
been acting on a particular issue in the way in which they have been referred to
and in circumstances which do not afford them an opportunity to defend
themselves. She went on. She spoke about the Member for Oropouche:

"Except for the Member for Oropouche and a few detractors..."”

They are now “detractors”. Apparently, the Minister walked with a dictionary and
you will forgive me for spending some time on this matter because | would have
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thought that someone like the hon. Member for Tobago West, who has been a
Member of Parliament for some considerable time, would have understood that
there are certain things that you do in Parliament and certain things that you do
not do, and certainly there is a dignity of this Parliament that has to be preserved
and if hon Members do not take the step to preserve that dignity...

Mr. Speaker: Order please! The cross-talk is getting too loud. Order please!
The Member for San Fernando East will continue.

Mr. Manning: “Detractors”. What is worse, listen to the humility of the hon.
Minister: “They come to get their education.” So the hon. Minister is inviting
people and when they come to listen to the hon. Member they come to be
educated. Who am | to comment on it?

The hon. Minister is talking about Bagatelle. She made reference to a meeting
in Bagatelle and to an incident in the Bagatelle meeting where the hon. Minister
was meeting with some settlers. The incident resulted in the hon. Minister and her
colleagues having to make a very hasty retreat. They had to leave with great
speed.

Miss Nicholson On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. The Member is
misleading the House again, because | have not been to any meeting in Bagatelle
where | had to make a hasty retreat. Never! Wherever | go, | am accepted with
open arms.

Mr. Manning : | hope that is the case. If that is the case, | want to invite the
hon. Minister to go to Bagatelle or Blitz Village for that matter, but | would leave
five minutes before you come. The trouble broke out in Bagatelle.

What | cannot understand with hon. Members opposite is that they get up and
say all kinds of things, and they do not expect or believe that the Opposition has
a responsibility to analyze what they say and to put a proper construction on it. If
you do not wish to have these things highlighted, my advice is that you do not say
them; you do not do those things, and you do not act in that way.

3.00 p.m

Dr. Tewarie: Would you give way? | would just like to make an
observation. | think the hon. Member for San Fernando East is putting us at a
disadvantage, Mr. Speaker, because we will never be able to analyze anything
they say.
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Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, it must be the tie he is wearing that is causing
that.

Mr. Speaker, the problem arose in Bagatelle when the hon. Minister advised
the settlers that the premium to be paid for the land on which they had settled
amounts to between $2.75 and $5.00 per square foot. That is where the trouble
broke out. It had nothing to do with the “degraders”.

Mrs. Nicholson: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. | have not gone to any
meeting in Bagatelle and made that statement. | did not go to any meeting in
Bagatelle. It is the technical people and, therefore, he is misleading the House. |
do not want to use a word that you might ask me to withdraw, Sir, because he is
from San Fernando East and | expect him to live up to standards as in Tobago
West.

Mr. Manning: As the hon. Minister has made reference to the technical
people, let me draw to your attention the fact that at a recent forum in San
Fernando that was called to discuss this very issue, to which the hon. Minister
was invited, the hon. Minister did not favour the residents with the courtesy of
attendance, nor did she send one of her colleagues. What she sought todo was to
send a public servant.

Miss Nicholson: On a point of order again, Mr. Speaker. | do not have the
letter here, but the letter said | was invited to the meeting, and it was said if |
cannot make it to the meeting that | can send a representative to the meeting, and
| so did. He is falsifying again, Mr. Speaker, and misleading the House.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Speaker, it is very significant that the representative that
the hon. Minister sent tothe meeting was not a Member of Parliament, was not a
member of any local government doby, was not somebody in poltics at all, Mr.
Speaker, but sent to talk on that forum, was a member of the Public Service in a
forum, Mr. Speaker, in which polticians were appearing, because | had the
pleasure of speaking on that occasion.

Miss Nicholson: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. Based on the letter that |
received, | did not know that it was a political forum. Based on the letter
received, | was invited to speak to the Land Tenants and Ratepayers Association,
and we were noto told anything about a poltical forum. It was said that if | have
any previous engagement that | can send a representative, and | did so correctly.
It I knew it was a poltical forum, then | would have communicated with my
colleagues and sent a representative to do so.
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Mr. Manning: | ask the question, Mr. Speaker

Mr. Speaker: You have had 20 minutes. Can we come not to themotion and
the proposed amendments, please!

Mr. Manning: In this debate, reference was made to a decision of the
Government on December 2, 1977 when the then Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance was presenting the budget for 1978. As you know, in that budgetMhe
announced a comprehensive set of proposals for housing and squatting. It was a
comprehensive set of proposals. Included in that set of proposals was an amnesty
for all persons settling on state lands. In fact, | was present myself when the hon.
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance indicated that all persons settling on state
lands as of that date and prior to that date will have their tenancies regularized.
The policy went a bit further because it indicated that to the extent that land that
was being settled by settlers was required for use in the near future, then such
persons would be relocated; to the extent that squatting on state lands constituted
either a health hazard or a threat to the water catchment areas and, therefore, a
threat of pollution to our underground water, then such persons would be
removed from state lands. That was the position.

| hasten to point out that it was December 2, 1977 but not, as has been said in
this honourable Parliament, in the context of an election. No election was in the
air, indeed. We had just come out of an election in 1976 in respect of which this
whole issue was an election issue. It was hotly debatedpPNiievas bringing
that policy to the Parliament at that time as a consequence of pledges it made in
that election campaign in respect of persons squatting on state lands.

Shortly after, the Government began to address itself comprehensively to the
whole question of land tenure, landlord and tenant relationships, and related
matters.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKERIN the Chai

Indeed, in 1981 -because you will appreciate that to draft legislation of that
nature would have taken some timthe PNM introduced and passed in the
Parliament the following pieces of legislation: The Rent Restriction (Dwelling
Houses) Act No. 45 of 1981; the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act No. 11
of 1981; the Landlord and Tenant Act No. 19 of 1981; the Land Law and
Conveyancing Act No. 20 of 1981, the Land Registration Act No. 24 of 1981, the
Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) Amendment Act No. 15 of 1983 which
amended one of the laws that was passed in 1981 as a comprehensive package of
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land legislation that was brought to the Parliament in 1981 and which was the
subject of deliberations by Members of this honourable House.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there was no election in the air when the commitment
was given in 1977 and, immediately the state stepped in to do surveys and to
identify, not only where the squatting settlements were, but the exact nature of the
squatting, who was present, what was required, and so on. When by 1986 that
exercise had been dealt with and taken out of the way, the Government was in a
position to introduce legislation in the Parliament to give legal complexion to the
commitment that had been made in a budget presentation a few years before to
regularize the tenancies of those who were settling on state lands.

Miss Nicholson Just for some clarity, Sir, would you help me? When you
speak about surveys, what are you speaking about? Social surveys, or physical
surveys? Could you give us some clarity?

Mr. Manning: In chess, we call that fighting for counter-play. My advice to
you is to just relax and you will hear it all.

Miss Nicholson You are running away from the leather ball.
Mr. Manning: You have already been disposed of.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is what happened in 1986. The legislation was
brought in satisfaction of the commitment given on December 2, 1977 when no
election was in the air. Today that piece of legislation remains the only legal
comfort that persons who have settled on state lands have. It is the only legal
comfort.

The organizations to which reference had been made earlier on had one
problem with that Act, and that is the cutt-off date of December 2, 1977. They
were hoping, Mr. Deputy Speaker, for a date that was more current. Indeed, in the
general elections of 1986 this was an issue.

Let me tell you how that Government operates. It gave a commitment in the
election campaign that it will review the legislation, that it will give a more
current date; that there is going to be a period of amnesty. That is what the
manifesto said, that there was going to be a period of amnesty for persons
squatting on state lands. Do you know what was the new date announced after the
election? The election was December 15, 1986 and the new cut-off date that the
Government announced was December 31, 1986. An amnesty of two weeks. You
can understand very well what | am talking about and why just two weeks. The
people do not trust you.
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Mr. Humphrey: In connection with the very comprehensive housing policy
that the hon. Member for San Fernando East is referring to, that was presented to
the Parliament in December, 1977, as | remember, there were about 18 planks as
a platform for housing. One of those planks promised the regularization of those
squatters who were found on state lands at that time.

Would the hon. Member indicate to this House the plank that said how many
units would be provided by the state's programme in order to resolve the very
critical problem of a shortage of housing for the citizens of this country as part of
that whole policy package, and whether in fact the Government then was able to
meet its target or whether the subsequent Government has been able to match it in
any way?

Mr. Manning: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. Member for St. Augustine has
asked a very relevant question. | do not know and | cannot now recall what was
the commitment. | am reminded that it was 6,000 a year. But | also know that in
the period 1981 to 1986, the thenm Government of Trinidad and Tobago built
houses at such a rate that in at least one of those years it distributed more than
5,000 houses.

3.15 p.m.

Miss Nicholson: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point of clarification. Could
the hon. Member for San Fernando East tell us what is the maintenance cost for
the poorly structured houses of which he is speaking, from which people have to
run in and out?

Mr. Manning: | am not in a position to answer that question. Let me answer
the other question: What is the maintenance cost of the houses that have been
built by this Government since it has been in office? The maintenance cost is
zero. The reason for that is that they have not built one house. Not one house has
been built. In seeking to condemn theM and thePNM's housing policy, they
threw the baby out with the bath water. It is not just in housing that they did it,
they did it in energy, and there are a number of other areas—a total condemnation
of what they met. No prudence, not a question of let—me examine what | see, or
let me keep what | see in place until such time as | can replace it by something
which is better. No such thing! It was a whole-scale overthrow of the policy that
was in place to be replaced by what, | am in no position to say. |, however, know
what the consequences have been, and that is, in the four and a half years that this
Government has been in office, it has not built one house.
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Dr. Tewarie: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | must rise because the hon. Member is
misleading the House. The policy of this Government is not to embark on housing
construction.

Mr. Manning : Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of order.

Dr. Tewarie: The policy of this Government is to make land available at
reduced preferential mortgage rates to first-time home owners, various sums of
money from $100,000 to $250,000.

Mr. Manning: | have no divergence of view with the hon. Member. What in
fact, he has been saying is that it is not the Government's policy to provide
housing for its citizens and, therefore, | am correct in saying that they have not
built one house. How many houses have they built?

Dr. Tewarie: Mr. Deputy Speaker, he is deliberately seeking to grab again,
the attention of the media and headline writers. In doing so he is seeking to
deliberately mislead this House and, by extension, the population. He is
misrepresenting, therefore, the policy of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
and he ought not to be allowed to get away with it.

Mr. Manning : Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me ask the hon. Member a question.
In 1983 thePNM distributed over 5,000 houses. How many houses has this
Government distributed in 1987, 1988, 1989 and 19907

Miss Nicholson Mr. Deputy Speaker, let him tell us how many we had to
push down since we came into office.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member refuses to give way. Order please!

Mr Manning: That was the attitude in 1986, 1987 and continuing. Where
they met a policy in place, they were not concerned—you see it was/a
policy and, therefore, by definition, it was an improper policy—they just threw it
out, whole-scale and replaced it with something which has resulted today in the
construction of not one house. In the same way they met in place Act. No. 20 of
1986—I would be the last to say that the law was perfect. | am sure that there
might have been some imperfections in the law, there could easily have been. |
would be the last to say that the law was perfect, but | would be the last to agree
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that the way that you deal with legislation that you considered imperfect, is just to
throw it out.

The one legal comfort that persons who squat on state lands have, they are
now seeking to treat in this manner. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | read for you a letter
dated March 8, 1990 which comes from the Ministry of Settlements and Public
Utilities. It is addressed to the General Secretary of the Trinidad and Tobago
Land Tenants and Ratepayers Association:

"I have to inform you that Cabinet at its meeting held on August 10, 1989
agreedjnter alia, that:

(a) the Regularization of Tenure (State Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986 be
repealed.”

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | repeat it against the possibility that you have not heard or
understood what this decision was:

"l have to inform you that Cabinet at its meeting held on August 10, 1989
agreedjnter alia, that:

(a) the Regularization of Tenure (State Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986 be
repealed.”

There is nothing to replace it. They took a decision to repeal it. Is the letter
not authentic? What is the hon. Minister doing? If this letter is not authentic, |
invite some authoritative Member on the other side to stand and say so. Is this not
a decision of the Cabinet?

Dr. Tewarie: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of order. Again, it is a pattern.
He is giving half of the information and, therefore, leading to conclusions that he
wants people to draw. The decisions, if in fact he is quoting a decision of the
Cabinet, would have been to repeal one law and to introduce new legislation. This
was dealt with by the Member for Tobago West in her presentation when she
made an amendment to the motion before the House. Again, he is misleading the
House. You cannot believe anything he says.

Mr. Manning : Mr. Deputy Speaker, since that is the position being adopted
by the hon. Leader of Government Business, | am going to read the entire letter
into the parliamentary record:
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8th March, 1990.

"Mr. Anthony R. Geoffroy,

General Secretary,

The Trinidad and Tobago Land Tenants
and Ratepayers Union,

#27 Gransaul Street,

San Fernando.

Dear Sir,

Re:'Establishment and/or Appointment of the Land Commission to give effect
to the Operations and Function of the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) Act,
1981,

Execution of Memorandum of Statutory Lease Required by Regulation 3 to
give effect to and operation of the Land Tenants (Security of Tenure) (Forms
and Notices) Regulations 1982; and

The Regularisation of Squatters to give effect to and Operations of and up-
dating the Regularisation of Tenure (State Lands) Act of 1986."

Please refer to previous correspondence on the above subject ending with
my letter of even reference dated 17th May, 1989.

| have to inform you that Cabinet, at its meeting held on 10th August,
1989 agreednter alia, that:

(a) the Regularisation of Tenure (State Lands) Act No. 20 of 1986 be
repealed,;

(b) the responsibility for the regularisation of residential squatters be
placed under the administration of the Ministry of Settlements and
Public Utilities which bear responsibility for the execution of
Government's overall Settlements Policy.

In pursuance of its objectives to regularise residential squatters on State
Lands, Cabinet at its meeting held on 4th September, 1989 further agreed,
inter alia, to:

(a) the launching by the National Housing Authority of an accelerated
regularisation and upgrading programme for Squatter Settlements on
State Lands;
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(b) the establishment of a Squatter Regularisation Unit within the Land
Assembly and Construction Division of the National Housing
Authority.

In the circumstances you may now wish to communicate with the
Executive Director, National Housing Authority on the question of the
Regularisation of Residential Squatters on State Lands and other related
matters."

3.25 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that was all the letter said. No alternative. Therefore
when | place into the parliamentary record what is included in this particular
letter, it is entirely inappropriate for the hon. Leader of Government Business to
suggest that any attempt is being made to mislead the House. If they have been
imperfect in the way they conduct their governmental affairs, it is not the
responsibility of the Opposition. The responsibility for that must lie entirely at
their doorstep. They intended to throw the baby out with the bath-water. No
alternative to the one piece of legal comfort that squatters on state lands had, but
you take the decision to repeal the legislation and to transfer responsibility from
one department to another. In other words, you signal your intention to change a
law and to replace a legal complexion by administrative arrangements. That is
what they were doing. That is what it is.

It is highly improper and they could make noise from now till doomsday,
nothing they say now can make that action, the proper action that they are trying
to make it out to be. Then they are surprised when persons who settle on state
lands get up and make a big fuss because the people are threatened. It is in the
circumstances of a threat where the Government takes action to make settlers on
state lands feel insecure, that you come and try to introduce administrative
arrangements with different connotations.

| draw your attention to the law. | am quoting from Act No. 20 of 1986,
clause 21 (4). This is why settlers were feeling insecure.

"There shall be a premium payable in consideration for the grant of such lease
calculated at the rate of 25 cents for each square foot of the lands in respect of
which an application has been made."

The premium, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is 25 cents per square foot that the law says
you must pay. | want you to remember the figure.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: The speaking time of the hon. Member has expired.

Motion made That the hon. Member’'s speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. Mr. K. Valley]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. Manning: | thank you and hon. Members for your kind
consideration.

Subsection (5) states:

“The rent reserved in respect of such lands shall be in the sum of $1.00 for
each year of the term of the lease. The total amount of the rent reserved for
the entire period of the original term of 30 years shall be paid by the lessee to
the Chief State Solicitor in advance on the date of the commencement of such
term.”

In other words, $1.00 a year for 30 years; you pay the rent for 30 years. So
that the consideration in respect of a parcel of land of 5,000 square foot, which is
a standard plot, will amount to $1,250 plus $30 rental for a 30-year period. The
total of $1,280, that is what it would have cost the tenants under the law.

Miss Nicholson: On a point of ordenVir. Deputy Speaker. The hon. Member
for San Fernando East is misleading the House. It is only the individuals on the
Main Road who would have benefited from that programme because the whole
guestion of planning, designing, surveying, infrastructural development and so on
could not have been—and you as an individual had to do all the work on your
own. We must be very true and frank to the people of Trinidad and Tobago. He
does not even understand what he is reading.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you understand why | do not like to
give way. | am quoting from the law and it states that it is going to be a premium
of 25 cents per square foot and an annual rental of $1 per year for a 30-year
period payable in advance. For a 5000 square foot plot, it would cost the settler
$1,280 for 30 years. Deny it! That is what it says here. To replace it by what?
You see they change policy every five minutes and in certain circumstances they
hide the policy from those who wish to know what it is. What is the policy that is
coming out of your Ministry since 19897

When people accuse this Government of caring more about dollars and cents
rather than people, they know what they are saying. The latest document that is
available on this issue is a document emanating not from the Ministry of Housing
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and Resettlement, but one emanating from the Ministry of Food Production and
Marine Exploitation which is the department from which the particular portfolio
was taken when the Cabinet took that decision to repeal the Act. This is what it
had to say, "Terms and Conditions of Lease". Admittedly this is outdated. The
document which is now current is not available to us, but this is what the policy
was:

"an annual lease rental which will be established initially for each residential
parcel. The lease rental will be determined on the basis of 3.5 per cent of the
open market freehold value of the property."

Do you understand the basis? Instead of a fixed figure, you now have open
market value and a percentage of the open market value.

Dr. Tewarie: What is the percentage?

Mr. Manning: It is 3.5 per cent. Do you understand, Mr. Deputy Speaker?
The hon. Member for Oropouche understands it. It goes on,

"and provision will be for a review of the lease rental at five-year time
intervals..."

They were seeking to replace a provision enshrined in law where the premium
was 25 cents per square foot, with a rental on an annual basis of $1 for 30 years, a
total cost of $1,280 for a 5,000 square foot plot, with a mechanism in respect of
which the cost of the land is tied to the open market value and pegged at a rate of
3.5 per cent. It is truly a mercenary approach and it gives further credence to the
accusations which have been levelled at the doorstep of the Government that it is
concerned more with dollars and cents rather than with people.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, under the law a tribunal was set up—the law calls for a
tribunal; this is the law that they have taken the decision to reeda persons
who wished to have their tenancies regularized were free to go to the tribunal and
to make an application for process, and the tribunal will publish the application
and when the application is processed then the relevant Government department
was mandated by law to issue a statutory lease for 30 years. It is necessary to
have a statutory lease, because it is only on that basis that you can approach a
financial institution and seek to have money available for the construction of your
house.

What they are now saying—and it is the Minister, in two meetings, one in
Bagatelle and the other in Bamboo Settlemdntthat the premium to be paid for
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the land would be in the range of $2.75 to $5.00 per square foot. This is what has
been reported to me by the residents. What is worse, they are now being told that
they are going to have to make a down-payment of $1,000 and assuming that the
parcel of land will eventually cost $10,000—and | am being conservative here—
you have a 15-year period in which to pay the entire quantity of money and that
you are not going to get any document in your hands until all the money is paid.
What it means is that whereas under the law you were mandated to get a statutory
lease as soon as your documents were processed, therefore you were able to
borrow money to build your house, under the new arrangements which they are
seeking to put in place, you are not going to get a document that is negotiable for
15 years, or until such time as you complete paying the entire amount of money
which now has grown astronomically.

3.35 p.m.

You see, in the Minister's contribution, she spoke about Blitz Village. Blitz
Village, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as you know, is a part of Pleasantville in the
constituency of San Fernando East. The Minister said that—

"The first three sites will begin with Maturita, Bamboo Settlement and
Blitz Village."

Then she added:

"Formerly, the first three that we should have really handled were
Maturita, Bamboo Settlement and Bagatelle.”

So, because she ran into flack in Bagatelle, she decided to put a squeeze on the
people of Bagatelle and now include Blitz Village, not because of any concern for
the settlers in Blitz Village, but because it lies in the constituency of San
Fernando East, and because they are labouring under the misconception, that by
moving in the constituency in this way, they are able to purchase the franchise of
the electorate. That is what they are seeking to do. It is a dollars and cents
mentality.

| notice the hon. Minister read out a letter from somebody in Blitz Village,
whom | know very well. | think the hon. Minister was seeking to give the
impression that all the villagers in Blitz Village understand and are co-operating.
Indeed, let me advise you and this honourable House, that as parliamentary
representative for San Fernando East, | have advised the settlers in Blitz Village
to co-operate with the Government on the subject.
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Miss Nicholson: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy Speaker. The people in
Blitz Village were informed by the technical people who are working throughout
the country. He and his team are doing the opposite, but he knows what the
people of Blitz Village feel, so now he is making a statement to try to buy the
franchise of Blitz Village. He is talking total untruth. He is misleading the House
and he must not do that. We go very well, you must not do that. Speak the truth.
You did not tell the people of Blitz Village anything because you are encouraging
another thing in another direction.

Mr. Manning: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have never seen the hon. Minister so
jumpy in one sitting. Something must be wrong today.

Mr. Sudama: The Minister is not well so you have to be tolerant.
Mr. Manning: | thank “Dr.” Sudama.

Miss Nicholson: On a point of order. | object again very strenuously. This is
a very sound, strong individual here. That is why | could take them on this
afternoon. | am a serious person when coming to working for the people; and
when | see people who have been exploiting them for years coming again to
exploit them, | have to get up and clear the air to the people. Thousands are
coming to us and | know that Bagatelle will respond to me.

Mr. Manning: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am the one exploiting them
according to the hon. Minister, because the next thing that the hon. Minister is
likely to say is that | was the one who went to the people in Blitz Village with this
form to be filled out. It was not me, | can assure you. Because, they were
approached with this form—I have a copy of the form here. They were
approached with the form, she is quite right. They made it up in Blitz Village
because | advised them to do so. What they did not tell them was that they had to
sign the form. They did not tell them that. Some people accidently signed and
some did not, because they have now found out that as you sign, you now have to
pay $1,000 which is just a downpayment, in circumstances where in the law, the
total liability would have been $1,280. The downpayment today is $1,000.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the law calls for the setting up of a tribunal. The tribunal
was set up and operated in the months of October, November and December in
1986. | am in a position to say that a gentlemen by the name of Mr. Goodridge of
Bagatelle, has a receipt in his possession, where the tribunal authorized the
publication of his application for process. In other words, the tribunal was set up
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and operating. If the tribunal had been permitted to continue operating, then
however slowly the Minister may wish to argue that the tribunal may have
worked, in four and a half years they may have regularized 5, 10, 15, 20 thousand
people—I am in no position to say. What | can say is that today, not one squatter
has been regularized, in the same way, as not one house has been built.

Then they come here in 1991 to give the impression to the national
community, through this Parliament, that they care. They do not care! That is a
perfect example of the vindictiveness which is characteristic of the activities of
that Government. Do you know what happened? The tribunal was set up; it was
the hon. Prime Minister, who in 1987 got up and said that he was of the view that
persons appointed under a previous administration, ought to demit office when
the administration changes. Do you remember it? You will remember that, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. | am sure you will.

Do you remember the problems that surrounded Mr. Ellis Clarke, our former
President, as a consequence of that very same concept? Do you remember that?
You will remember the Jimmy Bain issue. There were some people who were not
prepared to expose themselves to that kind of indignity from the highest levels in
Trinidad and Tobago and, therefore, would have resigned their office. The
members of this tribunal, set up under Bnv, and which was operating in the
interest of settlers, to regularize their tenancies on state lands in 1986 and 1987,
resigned when the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago made that most
unfortunate pronouncement. They have not moved since then to re-appoint any
tribunal.

You see, it is @NM tribunal; it is aPNM approach; &NM law, and by their
definition, it cannot be good. That was their attitude and it still is, as a
consequence of which, today, not one settler has been regularized and not one
house has been built by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.

| wish, even at this late stage, that the Government, and the hon. Minister
would seek to convince her colleagues, that it is better to have something in place
than nothing. This is a very contentious issue, however imperfect you may
consider it to be. There are many people who are feeling insecure as a
consequence of the way the Government has been pursuing this matter after the
previous Government had taken parliamentary steps to give them a certain
measure of security of tenure and | urge the Government, even at this stage, to
reconsider its position that it is adopting on this matter.
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3.45 p.m.

Mr. John Humphrey (St. Augustine) Mr. Deputy Speaker, | recall a
conversation that | had with the late Prime Minister of Grenada, Mr. Maurice
Bishop. This was when he came to attend a Heads of Government Conference in
Trinidad Tobago and certain Members of the then Opposition had the pleasure of
meeting him. | remember asking Prime Minister Bishop if he had a squatter
problem in Grenada. He replied and said: “No, we have no squatter problem in
Grenada”. So, | asked him: “Does that mean that you have no squatters in
Grenada?” He said: “No, it does not mean that. We do have squatters in Grenada
but we do not have a problem.” | then went on to ask him: “What do you do
with those squatters on state lands who are in the way of development”? He said:
“That is no problem; we mobilize the military and the community; we identify a
piece of land and we assist the particular squatter in relocating at no expense to
him”. So, there is no problem. | raise this because this was in fact the philosophy
underlying the question of squatting in this country of the former
Government, the Government to which | belonged. However, it is no longer the
philosophy.

Mr. Panday: Nor is it any longer the party.

Mr. Humphrey: It is no longer the party either. The Leader of the
Opposition is absolutely correct.

If I have to give advice to any squatter in this country, it is the advice that he
should not seek to regularize his tenancy under the arrangements wARhe
Government. Those are mercenary arrangements and they are not concerned with
the welfare of little people. All they want is to extract the dollars.

Miss. Nicholson: | am just appealing to the Member for St. Augustine to
withdraw the word, mercenary. He could make his point but withdraw the word,
mercenary. We relate well and | like us to continue going well. Our programme is
going well and you must not do that.

Mr. Humphrey : The programme is aimed at extracting as many dollars as it
can possibly extract from the people of this country. That was not the philosophy
of theNAR party when we went to the electorate to seek a mandate to govern. We
got that mandate. The philosophy was based on the expressed tenets of the
Constitution of The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, which are absolutely clear
but which the remnants of theAR who now form the Government, totally
ignore.
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| am intimately concerned with this because | am the individual citizen, the
individual politician, who virtually single-handedly, fought the issue of the rights
of squatters against tt/\M Government at the time. If | give you a history of
what | have confronted, it would amaze you.

The Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago starts with an
expression of social objectives written in the name of the people of Trinidad and
Tobago. It is virtually a social contract with clearly expressed clauses and that
social contract is between the people, all the citizens of this country, and their
Government.

Where squatting is concerned, apart from the philosophical tenets of the
purpose of life and the relationship of God, the creator, and his creatures, our
species, homosapiens, there is a clear expression of how the economy of this
country should be managed by any Government. What it says is this:

"The people of Trinidad and Tobago respect the principles of social
justice and therefore believe that the operation of the economic system should
result in the material resources of the community being so distributed as to
subserve the common good; that there should be adequate means of livelihood
for all; that labour should not be exploited or forced by economic necessity to
operate in inhumane conditions but that there should be opportunity for
advancement on the basis of recognition of merit, ability and integrity".

If the Members of the present remnants of ¥a® that call themselves the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago, truly believe in what has been expressed in
the supreme law of Trinidad and Tobago, in the name of the people of this
country, as the objectives of the society and of the economic system, they could
not be imposing the kinds of rigorous policies and programmes that are dictated,
quite obviously from Washington, not from the people from Trinidad and
Tobago. These are World Bank amk programmes that are being imposed on
the people of Trinidad and Tobago. Their concern is balancing budgets not with
satisfying the basic needs of the people of this country.

When 1 first argued the case many years ago before the then Constitution
Commission, chaired by the late Sir Hugh Wooding, that the preamble to the
Constitution, as it is called, was a substantive part of the supreme law of the land,
the late Sir Hugh Wooding who was a former Chief Justice of this country, said
that unless you can enforce a law in the courts, it is not substantive and that the
preamble could not be enforced in the courts and, therefore, it was not substantive
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law. He therefore claimed that the statement of social objective was not part of
the supreme law and of the body of laws of the country at all.

| argued in logic and philosophy, that you could not have a social objective

and ignore that objective in the performance of the society and its institutions and
hope to achieve the objective. | gave the instance of someone journeying from
Port of Spain to San Fernando. | argued that the destination San Fernando is a
substantive part of the journey, for the simple reason, that if you come to a cross-
road you can go left, you can go right. The way you go is determined by where
you are going and, therefore, the destination determines how you turn the steering
wheel of the car and it is therefore a substantive part of the journey.

Sir Hugh Wooding said 'no, that is not the way the law works'. However, the
Vice-Chairman of the Constitution Commission, Justice Telfer Georges, agreed
with me entirely. The argument that we shared was that if in the system at
present, you are not able to enforce the provisions of the preamble to the
Constitution, then, quite obviously, what is needed is to change the system to
enable the enforcement of these things, to enable the enforcement within the body
of the laws and within the judicial process of what the society has stated in
writing, are its aims and its aspirations. That is the kind of politics in which | am
engaged.

Unfortunately | associated with people who are colonial in mentality and do
not have a revolutionary fibre in their consciousness. They are incapable of
having visions, of improving conditions for the human species. All they do is
look backwards and see examples of how things are done elsewhere, and that is
what they impose on the people of this country. If any group of people in this
society have contributed to the solution of the critical problem of the shortage of
housing, it is the squatters. If any group taken as a group has contributed to the
solution of the problem, it is the squatters because they have been able to mark
out pieces of land for themselves and to build houses to house themselves and
their families, where the state has not been able to do it.

3.55 p.m.

| interrupted the hon. Member for San Fernando East earlier because | wanted
to dramatize that a very good expression of policy that was made by the late
Prime Minister in December, 1977 was not understood in its entirety by most of
the Ministers at the time. You could say that you were going to put a brake on
further squatting only if you provide the land requirements of the people who
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need land for houses. Otherwise, if you cannot provide them, then you cannot put
a brake on squatting.

When the Member for San Fernando East said that the only legal comfort that
citizens of this country who are squatting on state lands have is in the particular
law that we are now discussing, he is quite wrong, because they have the legal
comfort of the Constitution. In fact, this legal comfort guaranteed by the
Constitution precludes the necessity for any other legal comfort. All the squatters
of this country really need, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is a guarantee from the
Government that their houses will not be demolished. That is all they need. If the
Government would give them letters indicating that they have the permission of
the Government to occupy state lands, they can take those letters to any lending
institution and borrow money to build or improve their houses. That all they
need. You can mass produce those letters in the quantity of the 30,000 that are
required today and give every single squatter in this country a guarantee that he
can continue to enjoy the basic requirement of survival for our species; very
simply. But you see, Mr. Deputy Speaker, development in any given situation
should be planned, should be organized, should be orderly, and we are talking
about development of land for housing satisfying the housing needs of people,
and that development should occur in the context of a proper environment where
you safeguard the rights of all citizens.

When | was in theNAR and we were grappling with what was required to
ensure that even spontaneous development is not going to adversely affect the
ecology and the environment generally, we discussed putting in place an
organization, an institution that would properly manage the land resources of this
country but would be free from political involvement and would embrace the
professionals in the fieldand many professionals are required, in fact, for
proper land management and for development.

It is interesting that the concept of the Town and Country Planning Division,
as expressed by the Member for Chaguanas earlier, is development control, and
that in fact is what it is about: the control of development, not the encouragement
of development; not the mobilization of resources to achieve development, but
control. You have your foot on the brake at all times; you therefore cannot move
forward. You must take your foot off the brake and put it on the accelerator to
move afford. And certainly when you are moving too fast and it problem.

Let me quote from th&®AR manifesto on this score, because the Member for
Chaguanas is the Minister responsible for this area. In fact, while | was the
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Minister responsible for getting the job done, that department was the biggest
obstacle. You could not get it done because of that department. Let us see what
we promised. It is in the section on "Human Dignity and Social Progress" at page
27, and it is under the subsection "Housing and Home Ownership" but it deals
with the planning requirements and it says:

"Macro planning: A multi-disciplinary Central Physical Planning
Commission will be established with comprehensive tactical support.”

My friend from Chaguanas modified what | had submitted for inclusion and
put in the words "tactical support". Those are his words.

"Working in conjunction with local government authorities, it will have
responsibility for developing and overseeing the implementation of a National
Physical Development Plan, a comprehensive code of development and
building standards and a data-base centre."

Listen well to that, Mr. Deputy Speaker. The concept is quite clear: A
commission to be responsible for the physical development, but a commission
that is multi-disciplinary. The concept was not a commission to be controlled by
politicians who could use the patrimony for their own ends, but a commission of
citizens interested in the welfare of their nation; multi-disciplinary, and the
National Physical Development Plan was to be comprehensive.

Right now, you have what is called a National Physical Development Plan
that is four different alternative approaches to planning and development, and you
do not know which one is chosen by any particular government, or which
combination of the four will be chosen, but that is not a plan. A plan has to be
definite and specific or it cannot be implemented.

Let me explain the concept of a comprehensive code of development and
building standards and a data-base centre. You see, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
approval process for all physical development takes an inordinate amount of time.
The Minister responsible thought that he could persuade this Parliament that it is
well streamlined now and performing well, but he did notgive certain statistics
that would demonstrate that, such as, the number of plans submitted for approval
and how many approved, because the development process depends on
guantity.He did not give us that particular statistic.

Our idea, when | was involved, was that if you put together a comprehensive
code of standards, you could then rely on your professional fraternity: your
architects, your town planners, your engineers, your land surveyors and so on, to
police the development process.
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Mr. Dookeran: Is the Member aware of the Guide to Developers, which is
the very document he is speaking about that has now been made public for the
entire fraternity, which establishes the standards that he is talking about for
collective effort Mr. Humphrey: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is a guide for people
who want to submit for planning approval. | am not talking about that. 1 am
talking about a comprehensive code of standards. Other developed countries have
that where in fact, once you have a degree in your particular subject and you
become licensed, the Government recognizes you as the authority, and if in fact
you should infringe any of the provisions of the code, you are liable; then you do
not need this kind of hindrance that the department puts on the development
process. Any citizen could get a copy of the code and read it and he or she will
know what cannot be done. You do not have to submit for outline approval and
then wait for week after week after week to get a lenghthy epistle in return telling
you what you cannot do and hardly ever telling you what you can do and
frustrating everybody to tears and, in fact, bankrupting many people because of
the time delays imposed.

Very often people borrow money to get the development process in train, and
they have to pay interest on it and they cannot get started until they get final
approval. You see what was being considered when | was involved with them was
that you would put confidence in your people, especially those who had
professional skills. Why should a group of ministers, most of whom have no
skills whatsoever, be given the confidence of the whole society and that little
group cannot put the confidence for development in those who have the skills,
who have been trained and who know about what is required for proper
development? So they miss the boat totally and completely.

Let me continue quoting the particular section.

"Procedures for planning approval will be streamlined and appropriate
authority will be vested in local government bodies."

Decentralize the whole thing

"Emphasis will be on optimum use of land and sea resources for development
with careful protection of the ecology."

Optimum use of resources, because if you do not optimize the use of the
resources, the people do not get the tangible benefits that flow from properly
utilizing sources.

"The Town and Country Planning Division will be incorporated into the
Central Physical Planning Commission."



517
Regularization of Tenure (State Lands) Friday, April 26, 1991

And not work under a minister, but work under an independent commission of
citizens; multi-disciplinary.

"Through planning at a local level, undesirable migration into already
developed areas will be controlled. Housing development will keep pace with
the level of economic activity in specific areas."

This is concerned with meeting the needs of people wherever they are found
working. They would not have to travel so far to their homes after work. My
colleague is a transport planner so he appreciated the tremendous national savings
that would be derived from having people live near to where they work.

| continue to quote:

"Future development in City Centres will be restricted to ensure that the
supply of housing equals the demand for workers in these areas. With the
opening up of new economic space and new communities in the hinterland,
incentives will be provided for housing development in rural and agricultural
areas. Land, especially, will be made available at cheap rates."”

In other words, we did not consider the plan thatAkig had put in train to
be cheap rates, 25 cents a square foot. What the Member for San Fernando East
neglected to tell us is that after you pay the premium and the rental for the 30
years, what else you have to pay. You have to pay the surveys and you have to
pay the conveyance. We know that these cost, in many cases, as much as the price
that was put on the land for the squatters. | am advised by a lawyer that it is more,
and | dare say he is speaking on behalf of the legal fraternity.

"Land, especially, will be made available at cheap rates. To encourage the
development of agriculture, farm housing and infrastructure will be provided
in agricultural areas.".

Now, let us see the strategy that was to be deployed in order to accomplish
this objective of making land available at cheap rates and having the whole
development process conform to proper planning, and in particular, where we are
dealing with squatter settlements.

| go back to page 27 under “Squatter’ Settlements”:

"All squaters on State and State Enterprises land will be given a
moratioium period in which not a single house will be demolished. The
moratorium period will allow for assessment of Squatters' Settlement areas for
upgrading and, where upgrading is not possible, to settle the squatters in new
areas.
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Upgrading squatters' areas requires the provision of access roads, water,
electricity, cost effective sewerage disposal, garage disposal and the provision of
land for basic social infrastructure.

4.10 p.m.

"The NAR will adopt on a National Scale the Sou-Sou Land approach to
the provision of land for housing, agriculture, industry, commerce, recreation,
social and cultural activities.

Steps will be taken to acquire with proper compensation land that is
tenanted and/or squatted for securing and regularising affected communities."

We are now talking about private land. So whatNkhe set out to do is to
give every citizen of this country security of a piece of land so that they could
have security of a home for their families. In fact, there are other sections of the
manifesto which speak of how important it is to satisfy the housing needs of the
people.

| go back to the Constitution which is the supreme law and which says that no
law that we pass that is inconsistent with the Constitution, is valid to the extend of
the inconsistency. It says that clearly. If you understand what the Constitution is
saying in terms of what a government should do to service the needs of its
citizens, it is saying, quite obviously, that you must provide adequate food and
shelter for every citizen of this country. If the market does not do it, it is
incumbent on the Government to do it, according to the supreme law. That was
the philosophy with which | was involved with my former colleagues, believing
them also to be involved in it. Unfortunately, they were not. | was used, like my
other colleagues, so that they could get into power. But once they got into power,
power now became the end, no longer the means. That is the real reason | am
here and they are there, because of a betrayal of an entire philosophy and betrayal
of all of the promises that were made to the electorate.

| have said it before, as a politician in the Opposition undepriveregime, |
felt happier for the people of this country than | am with §MW& regime in
power. | have said it before, and | will tell you why. When v took a
conscious decision to demolish the houses of squatters—and that decision was
taken when the petroleum dollars were no more—it was a decision that was taken
purely to support the power that was required by the Government to manage its
affairs. Without money to bribe the citizens to ensure that they do not rise up
against the Government, they had to find some means of coercion and they
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decided to present the iron fist in a very subtle way. What they did—and all of us
would remember it—every Sunday evening if you had gone for a casual drive in
a car with your family and you went any great distance, you would come to a
traffic jam where you would find that the police had set up a road block. Once
your turn came—and you really saw the scene around—you would see policemen
in battle fatigues, armed to the teeth, for no reason whatever because when you
stopped at the road block they ask to see your licence and insurance. They did not
even open your trunk or bonnet; they did not even look inside your car to see if
you might have been travelling with some illegal goods. It was pretext that was
introduced to control the society—the money running out from the petroleum
windfall.

The other thing they did which was brutal was, in the dead of night, usually in
the wee hours of the morning, they would go into a squatter area with a massive
contingent of police and army, again armed to the teeth, with bright lights,
sometimes with dogs, and they would single out a house of a single squatting
family and demolish it and then leave. That is why | got involved. That is why |
stood up, singly and alone. | did not even have the initial support of my
colleagues in the party. | stood up to the Government and | said, "What you are
doing is inhuman. Not only it is inhuman, it is unconstitutional; it is illegal.” |
was told that | was no lawyer and asked what did | know of the law.

Today, the preamble in the law of this country is substantive in the very law.
The Attorney General could verify that. It is the Privy Council in examining
certain laws, which established that principle of our law. Anyway the story is, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, my defiance as a single citizen grew, and more and more people
rallied to the cause of defence of the rights of the little people of this country.
Eventually, the movement that became tiaR that was so successful was based
primarily on that kind of humanitarian thinking that the Government was
promising. | was used by these people who now sit on the front benches. But no
more. | do not intent to be ever used by anyone except those who seek
representation from me. | offer myself willingly to be used in their interest. | am
hoping that this contribution will persuade my own colleagues in the United
National Congress today, to adopt this kind of approach to solving the problems
of our little people, particularly.

Let us face it, the big people do not need a government to solve their
problems. You really do not need a government representing the interests of what
my colleague always describes as parasitic oligarchy. They are fully capable of
representing their own interests. History has been kind to that group and they
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have always had the cream of the national milk and left the skim milk for the rest
to share. It has not changed. The only thing is that this Government represents
that interest in the society and that is not what we set out to represent. In fact,
several of them are becoming part of that community by making themselves very
wealthy in the whole process of governing.

Mr. Panday: By granting licences, | understand. We shall investigate that. |
understand there is a fixed fee.

Mr. Humphrey: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Sou Sou Land approach is quite
clearly a poor people's approach to solving problems, as is the sou sou. The whole
concept of the sou sou enables little people to manage their finances effectively.
That is the concept. In fact, that is what the concept of banking should be, to
manage finances in the interest of the people whose finances they are. But that is
not how it works. In the Sou Sou Land experiment which proved very, very
successful, we collected the meagre savings of little people and we took those
savings and consolidated them into reasonably large amounts because when you
have 12,000 little people contributing even $1.00 a day, that is $12,000 a day.

We were able to mobilize professionals to assist in the planning process, to
identify abandon estates all over this country and to negotiate on their behalf to
purchase those estates. All we needed was time to make the collections so that we
could pay for the estates. We were able to purchase some 3,000 acres of land on
behalf of little people. In the exercise, we reduced the cost of land by a fraction of
what the market-place had thrown up, and for the first time enabled the landless
and the squatters of this country to own their own land at prices that were
affordable.

In a very famous development in the constituency of the Member for Tobago
West, we defied the law in order to accomplishlitterruption] | want you to
say something about it because you have betrayed the people.

Miss Nicholson On a point or order, Mr. Deputy Speaker. He is totally
dishonest. He cannot tell the people of Tobago that. If there is one representative
for the people of Tobago, it is this individual standing here. When you go to the
Grange Project and look at it, they must call my name. Ask him what is
happening to the Sou Sou Land Company of which he is a party. Let him answer
that question here this afternoon.

Mr. Humphrey: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | had not intended to enter into this
sort of exchange but | would like to say what is happing to it, and | would like to
expose the Member for Tobago West.
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Miss Nicholson: And | am going to expose him.

Mr. Deputy Speaker. Order please! | urge the hon. Member for St.
Augustine to let us get on with the debate.

4.20 p.m.

Mr. Humphrey : This is very relevant because the Sou Sou Land movement
is a genuine movement in the interest of little people. The Member for Tobago
West, as the Member for Tobago East, as all Members on that side, benefited
tremendously and politically from the success of that movement. What happened
in Tobago is that one estate was divided by a road separating lands—and | do not
remember the exact figures—but one piece of land was about 20 acres and the
other piece of land was some 150 acres. The price for the 20 acres was
approximately the same as the price for the some 150 acres. Do you know why?
Because the 20 acres had planning approval. That is why. No difference in the
land. It was, in fact, a dirt road that separated the 20 acres from the substantive
part of the estate—inferior land for housing because it was on, the lease side, low,
where they were subject to wet lands. But planning approval was granted and that
land went 10 times the value of the rest of the land.

| went to Tobago and rallied the people there—yes the Member for Tobago
West—and asked them if they were prepared to stand up to the law and, in fact,
guoted the Constitution.

Miss Nicholson: He never rallied anybody. He pushed and poked in himself.
| rallied the people of Tobagfinterruption]

Mr. Humphrey: Let us talk about the present status of the Sou Sou Land
movement.

Mr. Sudama: Could the Member tell me whether a statue was put up in his
honour in the Greens Estate in Tobago?

Mr. Humphrey: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the question | want to deal with—
because | am going to end at the tea adjournment—is the status of the Sou Sou
Land Company today. Because over $3 million of depositors transferred from
Sou Sou Land to theHA when | was Minister. The Sou Sou Land Company has
been left without cash; is not able to meet its commitments. Because you see,
there was a principle that when people deposited their money with the company,
it never became the company's money, it always remained the money of the
depositors. We are suffering from a serious cash-flow problem and we are
stretching our necks out to try and service a debt to Huggins Trust, who are being
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very civilized in dealing with us. The interest alone is absorbing all the cash that
is collected.

| approached the Minister on behalf of the company. And | want to tell you
that the directors and managers of the company areA&llpeople. One is a
member of the National Planning Commission, one is the Deputy Mayor of San
Fernando—NAR. | approached the Minister when, in fact, they could not get any
response to the letters which they wrote to her, asking her to approve a
concessionary loan with thepB on behalf of the Sou Sou Land Company, a
non-government organization. Today she has refused to do it.

Miss Nicholson: On a point of order. | do not know what he is speaking
about. What | do know is that when | replaced him in the Ministry there was a
plot to put all the liabilities of Sou Sou Land on the Government. In other words,
when | went in there, what was taking place was that all the lands and all the
liabilities were going to be placed on the Government. They wrote me about that
asking us to take over all the liabilities and | said: “No. A government cannot be
doing that with the taxpayers' money. You have a very good, private company
that can work effectively and efficiently.” But all these people who are opening
their mouths—ask him when last he went to a meeting.

Mr. Humphrey: Mr Deputy Speaker, again you see they believe that
everybody is stupid. All she speaks about is liabilities but she does not speak
about assets. The assets far exceeded the liabilities by several million dollars in
the value of residual land and the Government would have made a profit because
the Sou Sou Land Company is a non-profit organization. There are no
shareholders.

Miss Nicholson: | do not want to argue this afternoon because | am going to
expose some people very badly. He has run away from Sou Sou Land. He does
not go to their meetings. He has left Lennox Sankersingh alone with all the
burdens, and he is opening up his mouth there.

Mr. Humphrey: The Minister is not even aware of her facts. Only last week
| attended a critical meeting to mobilize participants to liquidate the debt of the
Huggins Trust Corporation—only last week.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: | would like to remind the hon. Member you said that
you will end your debate at tea-time. You have four more minutes so please
spend it in winding up.
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Mr. Humphrey: The point is, | think | have said enough to expose their
fraud, because their whole approach is one that is concerned with squeezing out
of the people as much money as they can. That is their only concern. Delivering
nothing of tangible benefit for the people of this country, enriching their friends
and themselves in the process; that is their concern. It is little wonder that last
year around this time some of the citizens of this country revolted and it is going
to happen again if they should stay in power for one day more then their term. It
is the responsibility of those involved in politics to ensure that in the next
elections, none of them ever see a parliamentary seat in their lives again. They are
betrayers.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: | think it would be wise for us to take the tea interval
now. The sitting is suspended for half an hour.

ADJOURNMENT

Dr. Tewarie: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would like to move the motion on the
adjournment.

Mr. Sudama: We have had a regularity of motions moved by the Member
for Caroni East at a very early hour for an adjournment of this House, when we
have Private Members' Business to be pursued. | had intended, after the tea
period, to wind up this motion that has been going on for three or four sittings of
the House and here it is he is coming to adjourn this House and deprive us of the
opportunity to debate.

Question put.

House divided: Ayes 14 Noes 8
AYES

Tewarie, Dr. B.

Dookeran, Hon. W.

Richardson, Hon. S.

Smart, Hon. A.

Johnson, Mrs. J.

Myers, Hon. L.
Richards, Dr. A.
Nicholson, Miss P.
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Samaroo, Dr. B.
Toney, Hon. J.
Hector, Mrs. M.
Raphael, R.
Shand, E.
Sanderson, A.

NOES
Panday, B.
Humphrey, J.
Sudama, T.
Palackdharrysingh, R.
Roopnarine, G.
Manning, P.
Donawa-McDavidson, Mrs.
Valley, K.
Agreed to.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members the House is adjourned to Friday, May
3, 1991 at 1.30 p.m.

House adjourned accordingly
Adjourned at 4.30 p.m.



