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THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

Explanatory Note

(These notes form no part of the Bill but are intended only to
indicate its general purport)

The purpose of the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 is to amend Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters Act, Chap. 11:24 (the Act) to allow Trinidad and Tobago to
provide assistance through mutual legal assistance requests from
non-Commonwealth countries where no bilateral treaty has been
entered into between Trinidad and Tobago and the requesting non-
commonwealth country. The Bill contains 3 clauses, and requires a
simple majority vote.

Clause 1 provides the short title of the Act, for which this is the
Bill.

Clause 2 provides the interpretation provision.

Clauses 3 seeks to amend section 33 of the Act to to provide
where Trinidad and Tobago is a party to any multi-lateral treaty
which contains provisions dealing with criminal matters, then that
treaty can become the basis of an arrangement between Trinidad
and Tobago and a non-commonwealth country, which must also be
a party to the treaty.



THE MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

Arrangement of Clauses

Clause

1. Short title

2. Interpretation

3. Section 32 amended
4. Section 33 amended
5

. Section 40 amended






BILL

AN ACT to amend the Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters Act, Chap. 11:24

[ , 2021]

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as Enactment
follows:

1. This Act may be cited as the Mutual Assistance in short sitle
Criminal Matters (Amendment) Act, 2021.

2. In thlS ACta “the ACt” means the Mutual ASSiStanCG Interpretation
in Criminal Matters Act. Chap. 11:24
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Section 32 3. Section 32 of the Act is amended in the

amended definition of the word “treaty” by inserting after
the word “includes” the words “a multilateral
treaty,”.

Section 33 amended 4. Section 33 of the Act is amended—

(a) by inserting after subsection (1), the
following new subsections:

“(1A) Where Trinidad and
Tobago and a non-common-
wealth country are both parties
to a treaty, concluded whether
before or after the commence-
ment of this Act, and which
includes provision dealing with
criminal matters and there is
no arrangement for mutual
assistance in criminal matters
between Trinidad and Tobago
and that country, then upon the
application of that country for
assistance, the Attorney General
may, by Order subject to
negative resolution of Parliament,
declare the treaty as an arrange-
ment to provide for mutual
assistance in criminal matters in
respect of criminal matters
falling within the scope of that
treaty between Trinidad and
Tobago and that country.

(1B) An Order made under
subsection (1A) shall not remain
in force for any longer period
than the treaty.”; and

(b) in subsection (2), by inserting after the
words “subsection (1)” the words “or (1A)”.
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5. Section 40(4) of the Act is amended in the section 40
definition of the word “treaty”, by inserting ™%
after the words “convention, treaty,” the words
“multilateral treaty, protocol,”.

Passed in the House of Representatives this day
of , 2021.

Clerk of the House

I confirm the above.

Speaker

Passed in the Senate this  day of , 2021.

Clerk of the Senate

I confirm the above.

President of the Senate
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