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THE INDICTABLE OFFENCES (PRELIMINARY ENQUIRY)  
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2005 

 
 
List of Amendments made in the Senate on Wednesday August 24, 2005. 
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4 In the proposed section 16C(4) in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d), 
delete the words “written” or “wrote” wherever they occur 
and substitute the word “made” in each case. 
 

9 Delete the proposed subsection (8) in paragraph (b) and 
substitute the following new subsection: 
 
  “(8) Notwithstanding subsections (5), (6) and (7), the 

Director of Public Prosecutions or the Deputy Director of 
Public Prosecutions may prefer an indictment whether or 
not a preliminary enquiry has been conducted only in the 
following instances: 

  (a) where at the close of an inquest, a 
Coroner is of the opinion that sufficient 
grounds are disclosed for making a 
charge on indictment against any person 

Chap. 6:04.  pursuant to section 28 of the Coroners 
Act; 

  (b) where a co-accused in arrested before 
the date fixed for the trial of a co-
offender who has already been indicted 
and it is desired to join them both in the 
same indictment; 

  (c) where a Magistrate has heard evidence 
and the depositions taken before him 
disclose a prima facie case and he is 
unable to complete the preliminary 
enquiry because of his: 

    (i) physical or mental infirmity; 

    (ii) resignation; 

    (iii) retirement; or 

    (iv) death; 
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9 (cont’d)   (d) where a person is charged with serious 
or complex fraud; 

  (e) in exceptional circumstances to deal 
with offences of a violent or sexual 
nature and where there is a child 
witness, or an adult witness who has 
been assessed as one subject to threats, 
intimidation or elimination.” 

 
10 1. In the proposed section 23B- 

 A. In sub-section (4)- 

  (i) after the words “which the accused” insert 
the words “or his attorney at law”; and 

  (ii) delete the word “him” and substitute the 
words “the accused”. 

 B. In sub-section (5)- 

  (i) in paragraph (a) after the words “by the 
accused” insert the words “or this attorney 
at law”; and 

  (ii) in paragraph (b)- 

   (a) after the words “where the accused” 
insert the words “or his attorney at 
law”; and 

   (b) delete the word “him” and substitute 
the words “the accused”. 

2. In the proposed section 23G- 

  (i) after the words “a decision of” insert the 
words “a Judge of”; and 

  (ii) after the words “section 23” insert the word 
“(6)”. 
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