THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(These notes form no part of the Bill but are intended only to indicate its general
purport)

This Bill purports to amend the Freedom of Information Act, 1999 (the Act) to
ensure that it can be effectively monitored and to clarify the accountability of the
responsible Minister defined in the Act as the Minister of Government to whom the
responsibility for a public authority is assigned.

Clause 3 would provide that the Minister with responsibility for public
administration is the Minister responsible for the effective functioning of the Act.

Clauses 4, 5 and 6 would provide that the statements for public information
required to be published under sections 7, 8 and 9 of the Act will now fall within the
aegis of each responsible Minister.

Clause 7 would amend section 25 of the Act to state that the responsible Minister
would certify that defence and security documents are exempt from the operation of the
Act.

Clause 8 would amend section 33 to remedy a typographical error.

Clause 9 would amend section 35 to ensure that the public interest test is a
separate factor when considering the disclosure of an exempt document.

Clause 10 would amend section 38A of the Act to specify atime limit of 30 days

for the Ombudsman to respond to an aggrieved person.
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Enactment Enacted by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as follows:

Short title 1 This Act may cited as the Freedom of Information
(Amendment) Act, 2000.

Interpretation 2. In this Act, “the Act” means the Freedom of
Information Act, 1999.

Section 4 amended 3. Section 4 of the Act is amended, in the definition of

“Minister”, by deleting the word “information” and substituting the
words “public administration”.
Section 7 amended 4. Section 7 of the Act is amended -
(a) in subsection (1), by deleting the words “the
Minister” and substituting the words “the
responsible Minister”; and
(b) in subsection (4), by deleting the words “the
Minister” and substituting the words “the

responsible Minister”.



Section 8 amended 5. Section 8 of the Act is amended -

@ in subsection (2)(a)(ii), by deleting the
words “the Minister” and substituting the
words “the responsible Minister”; and

© in subsection (2)(b) -

0) by deleting the words “the Minister”
and substituting the words “the
responsible Minister”; and

(i) by deleting the word “Trinidad”
occurring in line five.

Section 9 amended 7. Section 9 of the Act is amended by deleting from
subsection (2) the words “the Minister” and substituting the words
“the responsible Minister”.

Section 33 amended 8. Section 33 of the Act is amended in subsection (2),
by deleting the words * Subsections (2)(c) and (d)” and substituting
the words “ Subsections (1)(c) and (d)“.

Section 35 amended 9. Section 35 of the Act is amended by deleting the
word “and” and substituting the word “or”.

Section 38A amended 10. Section 38 A of the Act is amended in subsection
(2) by deleting the word “fit”.” and substituting the words “fit

within 30 days or as soon as practicable thereof”.



Passed in the House of Representatives this day of ,2000.

| confirm the above.

Passed in the Senate this

| confirm the above

Clerk of the House.

Speaker.

day of ,2000

Clerk of the Senate

President of the Senate.



