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THE SAWMILLS  (AMENDMENT)  (NO. 2)  BILL,  1998

Explanatory Note

(These notes form no part of the Bill but are intended only to
indicate its general purport)

The purposes of this Bill are—
(a) to broaden the definition of the word “sawmill” in

order to include places where specific types of saws
are used;

(b) to introduce the requirement for the Log Haulage
Permit to enable Forests Officers to monitor the
haulage of logs from state lands and private lands;
and

(c) to introduce the requirement for a Power Saw Permit,
by users of power saws above a certain size.
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BILL

AN ACT to amend the Sawmills Act, Chap 66:02

[                                      , 1998]

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as
follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Sawmills
(Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 1998.
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2. Section 2 of the Act is amended by—

(a) deleting the definition of sawmill and
substituting the following:

“ ‘sawmill’ means—

(a) every mill designed and
used to break down and
convert logs into boards,
planks or scantlings or to
re-saw the boards, planks
or scantlings into boards,
planks or scantlings of
small dimensions; and

(b) every furniture shop or
place where wooden
products are manu-
factured and in which
power saws, breakdown
saws and in particular
small band and circular
saws are kept”;

(b) inserting the following definition—      

“ ‘sawmill compound’ means any area
whether enclosed or not, used to operate
one or more sawmills”;

(c) inserting immediately after the word
“sawmill” in the definition of “sawmill
licence” the words “portable saws or power
saws of eighty cubic centimetres and
above”.

3. The Act is amended in section 3(4), by deleting the
words “five hundred” and substituting the words “two
thousand”.
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4. The Act is amended by inserting the following new
sections after section 4:

4A. (1) No person may carry or
transport logs or use equipment for the
haulage of logs from the forests, without a
valid permit issued by the Conservator of
Forests.

(2) A permit to be called a Log
Haulage Permit shall be issued by the
Conservator upon application from the
owner or driver of the vehicle or user of
equipment on which the logs are to be
transported, or hauled from the forests.

(3) The Conservator may, prior to
the grant of the application, request such
information as he thinks fit.

(4) The fee for the Log Haulage
Permit shall be three hundred dollars.

(5) The Log Haulage Permit shall
expire at the end of twelve calendar
months, and is renewable at the same fee
one month before expiration thereof.

(6) A person who fails to obtain a
Log Haulage Permit in accordance with
this section commits an offence and is
liable on summary conviction to a fine of
three thousand dollars or imprisonment
for six months.

4B. (1) No person may use a power saw
of eighty cubic centimetres or more
without a permit to do so, issued by the
Conservator.

(2) Where on the coming into force
of this Act, a person already has in his
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possession a power saw to which this
section applies, he shall pay to the
Conservator a fee of one hundred dollars
upon application for a permit to use the
power saw.

(3) Where a person intends to
purchase a power saw to which this
section applies, he shall apply to the
Conservator for a licence, hereafter called
a “Power Saw Licence” and upon
application shall pay a fee of fifteen per
cent of the cost of the power saw.

(4) No person shall sell a power
saw, unless where the purchaser produces
a Power Saw Licence to him.

(5) Any vendor or purchaser of a
power saw who contravenes this section,
commits an offence and is liable on
summary conviction to a fine of two
thousand dollars.”.

5. The Act is amended, by inserting the following
section after section 8:

8A. (1) A person who stores or
stockpiles timber in a sawmill compound,
shall keep a record of the number of
Removal Permits granted under the
Forests Act, the date of its issue and the
name of the officer who issued same, for
each occasion on which timber is removed
from its source.

(2) A person who contravenes this
section is liable on summary conviction to
a fine of three thousand dollars.”.

6. Section 9 of the Act is amended by inserting after
the word “open” occurring in line two of subsection (1),
the words “or in operation”.
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Passed in the Senate this     day of ,
1998.

Clerk of the Senate

I confirm the above.

President of the Senate

Passed in the House of Representatives this     day of
, 1998.

Clerk of the House

I confirm the above.

Speaker
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