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THE  FORESTS  (AMENDMENT)  (NO. 2)  BILL,  1998

Explanatory Note

(These notes form no part of the Bill but are intended only to
indicate its general purport)

The purpose of this Bill is to enact miscellaneous provisions
amending the Forests Act, Chap. 66:01 to establish a policy for
licensing and the granting of permits at various levels of forests
operations in order to control the unauthorised use of the forests.
Increased Penalties for offences against the Act, would also be
included.

Clause one of the Bill would therefore describe its short title. 

Clause two would describe the meaning of the expression “the
Act”, while clause three would extend the meaning of the word
“timber” to clarify any doubt as to the scope of the word as used in
the legislation. This is particularly important for the purposes of
the licensing provisions to be included in the Act.

Clause four would amend section three to state that officers
of the Coast Guard the authority to perform the functions as
Forests Officers, in relation to any area of water along the coast of
Trinidad or Tobago.

Clause five would introduce the requirement for the Felling
Permit, as well as the procedure required for obtaining it and
would also create offences for undertaking certain activities
without the required permit.

Clause six would introduce several sections, all of which are
related to the Removal Permit. The proposed section 7A, would
create an offence where timber is removed from land without the
permit. The proposed sections 7B to G would provide for other
matters relating to this permit. 

Clause seven would amend section eight, to create an
additional offence in this section, and to increase the fine for the
offences under this section.

Clause eight would also amend section ten, to increase the
fine and term of imprisonment attached to the offences created by
this section.

Clause nine would amend section eighteen, to increase the
term of imprisonment for assaulting or obstructing a Forest Officer.

Clause ten would amend section twenty-one to increase the
sum of money that a Forest Officer may accept in respect of an
offence which he is authorised to compound.
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BILL

AN ACT to amend the Forests Act, Chap. 66:01

[                                      , 1998]

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as
follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Forests (Amendment)
(No. 2) Act, 1998.

2. In this Act, a reference to “the Act” is a reference
to the Forests Act.
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3. Section 2 of the Act is amended in the definition of
the word “timber” by inserting immediately after the
word “includes” the words “all species of timber and”. 

4. Section 3 of the Act is amended—
(a) by inserting immediately after the word “3”

at the commencement thereof, the word
“(1)”; and

(b) by inserting after subsection (1), the
following new subsection:

“ (2) The Minister may, in consulta-
tion with the Minister with
responsibility for National Security,
designate the required number of
officers of the Coast Guard as Forest
Officers, and may by Notification
published in the Gazette, authorise
them to grant any permission
required under this Act, in relation to
the removal of forest produce along
the coast of Trinidad or Tobago.”.

5. Section 7 of the Act is repealed and the following
sections are substituted:

7. (1) A person who fells any—
(a) tree intended for commercial

purposes; or
(b) tree on slopes of over thirty

degrees within a minimum of one
hectare of land,

without a Felling Permit granted in
accordance with subsection (3), commits
an offence and is liable on summary
conviction to a fine of two thousand
dollars.
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(2) In subsection (1) “a tree intended
for commercial purposes” means “a tree to
be converted into timber” which is to be
traded and subjected to any milling or
manufacturing process.

(3) An owner or occupier of private
land or a person authorized by the owner
or occupier, who desires to fell any tree
found growing on private land anywhere
in Trinidad and Tobago, shall apply to the
authorised officer of the district for a
permit to do so, and the authorised officer
may request such information as he thinks
appropriate to enable him to make his
decision on the matter.”.

6. The Act is amended by inserting after section 7
the following sections: 

7A. (1) No person shall remove any
timber from any land by any means
whatever, without a Removal Permit
granted in accordance with this section.

(2) An application for a permit shall
be made by the owner or occupier of
private land.

(3) Where an application is being
made to remove timber from private land
and the applicant is the owner of such
land, he shall make a declaration of
ownership in the prescribed form.

(4) An applicant who is not himself
the owner, shall make a declaration to the
effect that the timber for which the permit
is required is bona fide private property
which has come from private land, with
the consent of the owner of such land.

(5) A person who contravenes
subsection (1), commits an offence and is
liable on summary conviction to a fine of
three thousand dollars.
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7B. Where an application is made under
section 7B(3) or (4) and the applicant
makes a false declaration, he is liable on
summary conviction to a fine of three
thousand dollars and imprisonment for six
months.

7C. (1) A permit to remove timber from
private land shall be valid for a period of
seven days.

(2) Every such permit shall be
returned to the office from which it was
issued, within fifteen days of the date of
expiry of such a permit.

(3) Where a person who is required
to return a permit in accordance with
subsection (2), commits an offence he is
liable on summary conviction to a fine of
one thousand dollars.

7D. The grounds for refusal of the permit
shall be prescribed by Order made by the
Minister.

7E. (1) A non-refundable/non-transferable
fee of thirty dollars, shall be charged for
any permit issued under this Act, but the
fee for the Bulk Timber Removal Permit
shall be fifty dollars.

(2) The Minister may by Order
prescribe such fees for the grant of the
Bulk Timber Removal Permit in relation
to the quantity of timber to be removed as
he may think fit.

7F. (1) Subject to this section, a
maximum of ten cubic metres (350 cubic
feet) of timber shall be released on each
Removal Permit and a separate permit
shall be required for every additional ten
cubic metres of  timber or any part
thereof.
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(2) A special Bulk Timber Removal
Permit shall be required only in respect of
removal of State owned timber of a single
species.

(3) All timber to be removed under
the Bulk Timber Removal Permit shall be
stamped by the Conservator with the
prescribed registered property mark.

(4) A person who contravenes this
section is guilty of an offence and is liable
on summary conviction to a fine of three
thousand dollars. 

7G. Notwithstanding section 7G, a limit
on the quantity of logs that may be carried
at any time to be referred to as load limits
may be established by—

(a) the Conservator of Forests in the
case of access roads through a
Forest Reserve and other state
lands;

(b) an officer designated by the
Minister with responsibility for
agriculture, in the case of
agricultural access roads;

(c) the relevant Regional Corporation
in the case of secondary roads.”.

7. Section 8 of the Act is amended by—
(a) deleting the word “two” occurring in the

line following paragraph “(f)” and
substituting the word “five”;

(b) including the words “or state lands”
immediately after the words “Forest
Reserve” in line fifteen and by deleting all
the words commencing with the word “and”
and ending with the words “Forest
Reserve” in line sixteen.
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8. Section 10 of the Act is amended by deleting the
penultimate and last lines, and by substituting the
following words “is liable on summary conviction to a
fine of five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for six
months.”.

9. Section 18 of the Act is amended in subsection (2),
by deleting the words “one” and “six months” in the last
line and by substituting the words “ten” and “two
years” respectively.

10.Section 21 of the Act is amended, by deleting the
words “four hundred dollars” and substituting the
words “one thousand dollars”. 

Passed in the Senate this     day of ,
1998.

Clerk of the Senate

I confirm the above.

President of the Senate

Passed in the House of Representatives this     day of
, 1998.

Clerk of the House

I confirm the above.

Speaker
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