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1. THE COMMITTEE 

 1.1 BACKGROUND 

 
At a sitting of the House of Representatives held on Friday October 15, 2010, 

Mr. Clifton De Couteau, MP presented a Petition on behalf of the Organization known 

as THE WAY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO (hereinafter referred to as “The 

Promoters”) of Knolly Street, Princes Town seeking leave of the House for the 

promoters to proceed with the introduction of a Private Bill for the incorporation of 

the said organization.  Leave was granted and the necessary documents were lodged 

with the Clerk of the House in the First Session of the 10th Parliament. 

 

The relevant notices were published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette and the 

Trinidad Guardian Newspaper, informing the public of the intended introduction of 

a Private Bill for the incorporation of “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago”.  

 

An objection to the Bill was received from “The United Way of Trinidad and 

Tobago” via letter dated December 17, 2010.  

 

The Bill entitled “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago (Incorporation) Bill, 2010” 

was then introduced and read a First time in the House of Representatives on Friday 

February 04, 2011. 

 

The Bill was read a second time on Friday February 18, 2011 and in accordance with 

Standing Order 83(8), referred to a Special Select Committee comprising the 

following Members: 

Dr. Fuad Khan, MP   - Chairman 

Hon. Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP - Member 

Hon. Rodger Samuel, MP  - Member 

Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP  - Member 

Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP  - Member 
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1.2 MEETINGS 

The Committee held four (4) meetings on Friday April 1, 2011; Friday May 6, 2011; 

Friday May 27, 2011 and Friday June 03, 2011. 

 

At the first meeting held on April 1, 2011, the Committee received oral submissions 

from both the Promoters of and the Objectors to the Bill.  

 

The Promoters, “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago”, was represented by:  

 Mr. Premchand Harricharan            -           President 

 Mr. Robert Boodoosingh                  -           Legal Counsel 

 Mr. Wayne Williams                          -           Accountant 

 

and the following persons represented the Objectors, the United Way of Trinidad 

and Tobago: 

 Mr. Ian Benjamin                               -            Advocate Attorney at Law 

 Ms. Pamela Francis                           -            Chief Executive Officer 

 

In addition to taking oral evidence from the Promoters, your Committee examined a 

copy of the Private Bill entitled, “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago (Incorporation) 

Bill, 2010” and considered the following documents: 

 
(i) A copy of the audited Financial Report for the period 2001 to 2003; 

(ii) A copy of the Financial Report and Accounts for the year 2007; 

(iii) List of Registered Members; 

(iv) The Constitution of the Way of Trinidad & Tobago; 

(v) Copies of Minutes held for the years 2008 and 2009; and 

(vi) Copies of “The Way Magazine” 

 

However, the Committee was unable to complete its deliberations before the end of 
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the First Session of the 10th Parliament. The Committee therefore submitted its 

report to Parliament and recommended that the Bill be re-introduced in the Second 

Session and be referred to a new Committee which should be mandated to continue 

consideration of this matter.  The Committee further recommended that the House 

authorize the new Committee adopt as part of its records the work undertaken by 

the previous Committee.  

 

This report was adopted on June 3, 2011. 

2. INTRODUCTION OF HOR BILL NO. 24 OF 2011 

 

In the Second Session (2011/2012) of the 10th Parliament, H.O.R Bill No. 24 of 2011, 

entitled “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago (Incorporation) (No.2) Bill, 2011” 

was introduced and read a first time on November 11, 2011.  

2.1 Appointment of Committee 

 

At a sitting of the House of Representatives held on Friday November 18, 2011, the 

aforementioned Bill was read a Second time, and in accordance with Standing Order 

83(8) referred to a Special Select Committee comprising of the following Members: 

Mr. Jairam Seemungal, MP  - Chairman 

Hon. Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP - Member 

Hon. Rodger Samuel, MP  - Member 

Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP  - Member 

Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP  - Member 

2.2 Terms of Reference 

 
The terms of reference of the Committee were: 
 

“to consider and report on a Private Bill entitled “AN ACT for the 
incorporation of the Way of Trinidad and Tobago and for matters 
incidental thereto”, along with the work undertaken by the previous 
committee appointed in the First Session of the 10th Parliament. 
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              2.3      Secretarial Assistance 

Secretariat support for the Committee was provided by: 

Mrs. Lily Broomes  - Secretary to the Committee 

Ms. Kimberly Mitchell - Parliamentary Intern/Assistant Secretary 

Ms. Katharina Gokool - Graduate Research Assistant 

 

 2.4 Meetings 

 
Your Committee held two (2) Meetings on Thursday January 19, 2012  and 

Thursday February 09, 2012.  Minutes of the proceedings are at pgs. 7-13 of the 

APPENDIX.  

3.  WORK OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

 As mandated, your Committee considered the work undertaken by the previous 

committee appointed in the First Session of the 10
th

 Parliament. 

 

As part of the deliberative process, your Committee requested of “The Way of Trinidad 

and Tobago”, the submission of a name approval certificate from the Registrar 

General’s Department. Your Committee also asked the Registrar General to facilitate 

this request.  

 

At its Second Meeting, held on February 09, 2012, your Committee examined the 

responses submitted by “The Way of Trinidad & Tobago dated January 30, 2012, 

February 01, 2012 and February 06, 2012 (See APPENDIX).  

 

Your Committee also considered the response received from the Registrar General 

dated February 08, 2012 in connection with the above request. (See APPENDIX)  
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4. FINDINGS 
 

Your Committee noted that an application for the reservation of the name “The Way 

of Trinidad and Tobago” was approved in 2007 by the Registrar General’s 

Department. However, the Promoters failed to renew the name reservation at the 

end of the ninety (90) day period, thereby invalidating the process.  

 

In correspondence from the Registrar General dated February 08, 2012, the 

Committee noted that the application for use of the name, “The Way of Trinidad and 

Tobago” was found to be undesirable on January 30, 2012 because of two similarly 

named companies registered:  

 The United Way of Trinidad and Tobago and 

 Lead the Way (Trinidad) Ltd 

 

5. CONCLUSION 
 

After careful examination of the Clauses and Preamble of the Bill and consideration of all 

the evidence, the Committee is not satisfied that the facts and allegations presented in the 

Bill have been proved.  

 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Your Committee therefore recommends that: 
 

- (i)  organizations desirous of being incorporated by an Act of Parliament must 

provide a name approval certificate duly authenticated by the Registrar General in 

addition to required documentation.  

 

- (ii) in the event that the name approval certificate expires before the Committee 

completes its business, the Promoters should be mandated to apply to have the 

name approval certificate renewed. 
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- (iii)  the Bill be rejected by the House of Representatives. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

                Sgd. Sgd. 

Mr. Jairam Seemungal, MP    Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP 
      Chairman                              Member 
 
 
              Sgd. Sgd. 
Mr. Rodger Samuel, MP     Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP 
         Member        Member 
 
 
 

Sgd. 
Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP 

Member 
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SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO 
CONSIDER AND REPORT ON A BILL ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE INCORPORATION OF THE 
WAY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO” 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING HELD IN  
DR. WAHID ALI MEETING ROOM, LEVEL 6 TOWER D, THE INTERNATIONAL 

WATERFRONT CENTRE, PORT OF SPAIN  
ON THURSDAY JANUARY 19, 2012 AT 11:22 A.M. 

 
 
Present were: 
 

Mr. Jairam Seemungal, MP   Chairman 
Mr. Roger Samuel, MP    Member 
Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP   Member 
Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP   Member 
 
Mrs. Lily Broomes    Secretary 
Ms. Kimberly Mitchell    Parliamentary Intern/Assistant 

Secretary 
Ms. Katharina Gokool    Graduate Research Assistant 

 
 

Absent 
 

Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP   Member (Excused) 
    

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 11:22 a.m. and welcomed members to the 
first meeting of the Committee.  
 
 
Quorum 
 

The Chairman advised Members that in accordance with Standing Order 80(5) of the 

House of Representatives the quorum for a Special Select Committee of the House is 

three (3) members, inclusive of the Chairman. 
 

 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

The Chairman indicated to Members that the terms of reference of the Committee were: 
 

 “to consider and report on a Bill entitled, “An Act for the incorporation of 

the Way of Trinidad and Tobago and matters incidental thereto” along with the 
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work undertaken by the previous Committee appointed in the first session of the 

10
th

 Parliament. 
 

EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT 
 
2.1 The Chairman asked Members to review the Report of the last Committee and make 
any comments, suggestions and recommendations as necessary. 

 
2.2 Minutes contained in the report were amended as follows:  

(i) On page 15 under the heading “Examination of the Objectors of the Bill the    
United Way of Trinidad and Tobago” 4.1 insert “United Way of Trinidad and 
Tobago to join the meeting.” 

(ii) On page 17 under the heading “Absent” it should be “Excused.” 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 
3.1 A member pointed out that the documents requested from both “The United Way of 
Trinidad and Tobago” and “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” were examined at the last 
meeting.  
 
3.2 However, the documents provided by “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” were 
found to be inconclusive and additional documentation was required from the entity. There 
was a recommendation by the Committee to consider requesting a name change from the 
entity “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” which would speed up the process. 
 
3.3 The Chair advised that the Committee could not change the name of the entity. The 
Committee could only report that the entity “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” failed to 
provide the necessary documentation. It was established that the authority to approve or 
disapprove a name is the Registrar General’s Department of the Ministry of Legal Affairs. 
 
3.4 The Chair then enquired of the Secretariat whether a request was sent to the 
Registrar General for a name search. Secretariat answered in the negative.  
 
3.6 Another Member then pointed out that “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” never 
reached further than a name search. The entity was never registered and no proof of a name 
search was provided. Other members agreed with this and requested that a report be 
submitted to Parliament stating that the documentation provided by the entity was 
inconclusive and based on the Committee’s deliberations; recommend that the entity not be 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament. 
 
3.7 The Chair then stated that the only way the entity could be blocked from being 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament was if the Registrar General determined that the name 
could not be used. The Chair then pointed out that in his examination of the documents 
pertaining to “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” there were feedback reports on the words 
“International” and “Trinidad and Tobago”, and that there was no specific request for a 
name search. 
 
 
3.8 The Chair then recommended that the Secretariat request from “The Way of 
Trinidad and Tobago”, an official name approval certificate from the Registrar General’s 
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Department, Ministry of Legal Affairs. This was approved by the members of the Committee. 
It was determined that the deadline date for the receipt of the official name approval 
certificate would be February 08, 2012, failing which the Committee would conclude that 
the entity “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” does not exist.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
4.1        There being no other business the Chairman thanked Members for their attendance 
and 

       the staff of the Parliament.  
 

4.2        The meeting was adjourned to Thursday February 09, 2012 at 10:30 a.m.  
 
4.3        The adjournment was taken at 12:04 p.m. 

 
 
CHAIRMAN 

 
      
 

SECRETARY 
 
 

January 19, 2012 
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SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO 
CONSIDER AND REPORT ON A BILL ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE INCORPORATION OF THE 
WAY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO” 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING HELD IN  
DR. WAHID ALI MEETING ROOM, LEVEL 6 TOWER D, THE INTERNATIONAL 

WATERFRONT CENTRE, PORT OF SPAIN  
ON THURSDAY FEBRUARY 09, 2012 AT 10:35 A.M. 

 
 
Present were: 
 

Mr. Jairam Seemungal, MP   Chairman 
Mr. Roger Samuel, MP    Member 
Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP   Member 
Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP   Member 
 
Mrs. Lily Broomes    Secretary 
Ms. Kimberly Mitchell    Parliamentary Intern/Assistant 

Secretary 
Ms. Katharina Gokool    Graduate Research Assistant 

 
 

Absent 
 

Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP   Member (Excused) 
    

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.2 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. and welcomed members to the 
second meeting of the Committee.  
 
Quorum 
 

The Chairman advised Members that in accordance with Standing Order 80(5) of the 

House of Representatives the quorum for a Special Select Committee of the House is 

three (3) members, inclusive of the Chairman. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

The Chairman indicated to Members that the terms of reference of the Committee 
were: 
 
 “to consider and report on a Bill entitled, “An Act for the incorporation of 

the Way of Trinidad and Tobago and matters incidental thereto” along with the 

work undertaken by the previous Committee appointed in the first session of the 

10
th

 Parliament. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
2.1 The motion for the confirmation of Minutes was moved by Ms. Alicia Hospedales 
and seconded by Dr. Lincoln Douglas. 
 
2.2 The Minutes were thereby confirmed. 
 

 
EXAMINATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT 

 
3.1 The Chairman asked Members to review the Draft Report and make any comments, 
suggestions and recommendations as necessary. 

 
3.2 The Draft Report was amended as follows:  

(i) On page 1 under the heading “Establishment” paragraph three (3) should 
come before paragraph 2. 

 
(ii) On page 3 under the heading “Work of the Committee” last line of paragraph 

insert “the Organization’s name “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” was not reserved and 
available for incorporation.” 

 
(iii) On page 3 under the heading “The Report”, insert “Your Committee 

examined the response submitted by the “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago as well as 
correspondence from the Registrar General’s Department, Ministry of Legal Affairs and 
found that the name “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” was not approved, and as such the 
Committee was unable to recommend that Parliament incorporate the organization.” 

 
(iv) It was recommended that persons or groups desirous of incorporating an 

organization by an Act of Parliament should provide in addition to all the documents and 
formalities requested by Parliament, a name approval certificate from the Registrar 
General’s Department, Ministry of Legal Affairs.  It was also recommended that a letter from 
the Registrar General herself accompany the name approval certificate. 

 
(v) It was also suggested that in the event the name approval certificate expires 

before the end of the Working Committee, the organization must renew the name approval 
certificate. 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING  
 
4.1 The Chairman referred Members to a letter received from Mr. Harricharan dated 
January 30th 2012 in which a copy of a Certificate of Renewal of Trade Mark was submitted. 
 
4.2 However, this was not the document originally requested and so another letter was 
sent to Mr. Harricharan requesting the name approval certificate.   
 
4.3 The Chairman referred Members to another letter received by Mr. Harricharan 
requesting a time extension until February 23rd 2012. 
 
4.4 A copy of the name search and name reservation form was submitted on February 
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06th 2012 which established that the organization’s name “The Way of Trinidad and 
Tobago” was approved and reserved until April 17th 2007. However, name reservations are 
valid only for ninety (90) days. 
 
4.5 The Chairman then referred Members to a letter received from the Registrar 
General’s Department, Ministry of Legal Affairs which stated that the application for the use 
of the name “The Way of Trinidad and Tobago” was found to be undesirable on January 30th 
2012. 
 
4.6 It was then agreed by all that the Committee could not move forward and could not 
recommend the organization to be incorporated by an Act of Parliament.  
 
4.7 The Chair then instructed the Secretariat to draft the Final Report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
5.1        There being no other business the Chairman thanked Members for their attendance 
and 

       the staff of the Parliament.  
 

5.2        The adjournment was taken at 11:21 a.m.  
 

 
 
CHAIRMAN 

 
      
 

SECRETARY 
 
 

February 09, 2012 
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SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO 
CONSIDER AND REPORT ON A BILL ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE INCORPORATION OF 
THE WAY OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND MATTERS INCIDENTAL THERETO” 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING HELD IN  
DR. WAHID ALI MEETING ROOM, LEVEL 6 TOWER D, THE INTERNATIONAL 

WATERFRONT CENTRE, PORT OF SPAIN  
ON FRIDAY MARCH 09, 2012 AT 11:28 A.M. 

 
 
Present were: 
 

Mr. Jairam Seemungal, MP   Chairman 
Dr. Lincoln Douglas, MP   Member 
Ms. Alicia Hospedales, MP   Member 
 
Mrs. Lily Broomes    Secretary 
Ms. Kimberly Mitchell    Parliamentary Intern/Assistant 

Secretary 
Ms. Candice Williams    Graduate Research Assistant 

 
 

Absent 
 

Ms. Joanne Thomas, MP   Member (Excused) 
Mr. Roger Samuel, MP    Member (Excused)  
 
    

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.3 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 11:28 a.m. and welcomed Members to the 
third meeting of the Committee.  

Quorum 

 

The Chairman advised Members that in accordance with Standing Order 80(5) of 
the House of Representatives the quorum for a Special Select Committee of the 
House is three (3) members, inclusive of the Chairman. 
 

 
CONSIDERATION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

The Chairman reiterated the terms of reference of the Committee: 
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 “to consider and report on a Bill entitled, “An Act for the incorporation of the Way of 
Trinidad and Tobago and matters incidental thereto” along with the work undertaken by 
the previous Committee appointed in the first session of the 10th Parliament. 

 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
2.1 The motion for the confirmation of Minutes was moved by Ms. Alicia Hospedales 
and seconded by Dr. Lincoln Douglas. 
 
2.2 The Minutes were thereby confirmed. 

 
 
 

EXAMINATION OF THE REPORT 
 
3.1 The Chairman asked Members to review the Draft Report and make any comments, 
suggestions and recommendations as necessary. 

 
3.2 Particular attention was given to the Conclusion and Recommendations of the Draft 
Report while referencing Standing Order 83(9) (a).  
 
3.3 Members indicated their agreement with the contents of the Draft Report, 
particularly the Conclusion and Recommendations.  
 
  
ADJOURNMENT 

 
4.1        There being no other business the Chairman thanked Members for their attendance 
and 

       the staff of the Parliament.  
 
4.2        The adjournment was taken at 11:37 a.m. 

 
 
CHAIRMAN 

 
      
 

SECRETARY 
 
 

March 09, 2012 
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