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OFFICE OF THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
3RD & 4TH FLOORS, #11 CHARLES STREET, PORT OF SPAIN
REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

September 17, 2004

The Hon. Barry Sinanan,

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Parliament,

Red House,

PORT OF SPAIN.

Dear Mr., Speaker,

Enclosed for your urgent attention, please find the entire package of medical
certificates of Mr. Chandresh Sharma, which Mrs. Bissessar has requested be forwarded
to you urgently. '

With very best regards.

Sincerely,

Eeverley Draglon t

Executive Assistant
To the
Leader of the Opposition

Bune(3)

TELEPHONES: (868)623-8662, 625-7179, 625-3342, 627-9929 FAX E-MAIL:
OPPOSITION@TSTT.NET.TT
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND, TOBAGO

‘MEDICAL REPORT.
(Scction 127 of the Summary Courts Act, Chap. 4:20)
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PATHOLOGY DIVISION -~ ‘812 ~-1
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Is made to your letter wherein you summoned me appear

before the Committee of Privileges of the Parliament of Trinidad and

Tobago

I have been advised by counsel that, in lieu of the ongoing criminal
investigation, the possibility of findings being made by this Committee,
and in accordance with the well accepted principles of natural justice, |
should seek clarification of the procedures of the Committee with regard
to the hearing scheduled for Friday 8th October 2004.

I respectfully request that you provide me with the following particulars:

1.

Whether the Committee intends to proceed with both matters of
breach of privilege as laid on the 17 September 2004 by the
Honourable Member Sharma and the undersigned Honourable
Member at the aforementioned hearing?

. If not upon which matter of privilege will the committee be

proceeding on that date?

. What period of time, if any, will be afforded me to prepare my

testimony to the Committee?

. Whether and to what extent | would be afforded an opportunity to

be represented by counsel?

. .What general guidelines or rules of procedure will be followed by

the Committee with respect to:

a. my presence, the presence of my counsel, at any hearing
where evidence relevant to these matters is adduced;

b. The extent to which witnesses can be examined and cross-
examined by me or my counsel;

. The extent to which | will be subject to examination by the
other party or any representative on his behalf,

. The extent ‘to which submissions will be accepted into
evidence on my bchalf or on behalf of the other party;
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e. What are the rights of witnesses, if any?

f. Whether and to what extent | would be able to call any

" witnesses and/or adduce any documentary or real evidence,
including but not limited to written statements, which may -
be relevant to the proceedings.?

g. whether dny probable lines of questioning by the Committee
members and/or the other party will be submitted to me in
written form prior to any examination of me?

h. Whether or not the proceedings are going to be recorded?
i. Whether or not the proceedings will be in camera?

Although | am well aware that this Committee has hitherto
operated without any specific written rule of procedure I am
confident that in this particular instance, given the nature of the
allegations, you will see not only the merits of but also the
necessity of guiding both parties with respect to the above
requested information so as to ensure the protection of the rights
of individuals and also,particularly, the continued public confidence
in our Parliamentary system.

Slncerely yours,

r. Keith Rowley

%/& /CF
Cc Clerk of the House
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Hon. Dr. Keith Rowley, MP
Minister of Housing

NHA Building

South Quay

Port of Spain

Hon Sir,

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives —
Questions re:Procedure

I refer to your letter dated October 6%, to the Hon. Speaker of the House and
Chairman of the Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives and, on the
directions of the Hon. Speaker, advise as follows:

a)

b)

<)

The Committee intends to deal with the matters referred to it in connection
with an altercation which took place in the Members’ Lounge on 15/9/04,
concurrently;

There are well established procedures for the guidance of this Committee.
Some are to be found in Standing Orders, but many have developed as a
consequence of practice. In some instances reference is made to the practice of
the House of Commons of the United Kingdom. Thus:

The Standing Orders empower the Committee to enquire into all such matters
referred to it and to send for persons, papers and records. The Committee
does not have the power to punish. This power rests with the House. The
Committee may only study the matter and report to the House. The conduct
of the Committee in investigating a privilege matter is the same as for the
other business considered by any committee of the House, though the nature
of the order of reference encourages the Committee of Privileges to proceed
cautiously.

Presenting Evidence — general guidelines

d) Unless another committee is so directed by the House, only the Committee of

Privileges may inquire into, or make findings in respect of, the conduct of a
Member of the House. In such circumstances, it is not uncommon for the
Committee to invite the Member to give a brief explanation of the facts he
wishes to present to the Committee.
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€) You may also wish to note that as part of the consideration of the matters
referred to them by the House or taken up as part of the general mandate
conferred on them, all committees seek information and comment from a wide
variety of sources. Comumittees also devote considerate effort to gathering the

views of those knowledgeable about or directly concerned by the issue before
them.

f) Information and comment are generally gathered in two ways: by the direct
testimony of witnesses and by the submission of written briefs. The power to
send for persons and papers, which is accorded to committees, includes not
only the power to invite the appearance of witnesses and the filing of briefs,
but also to order, that individuals appear or that certain documents be filed
with the committee.

Answers to questions, provision of information

g) A committee may demand that witnesses answer questions. Particularly in
matters before committees which meet in camera, Mays parliamentary
practice states that witnesses are bound to answer all questions put to them
and cannot be excused on grounds such as that:

e they may become subject to a civil or criminal action;

o they have taken an oath not to disclose a matter;

e amatter was a privileged communication (for example by a client to a
solicitor);

e they have been advised that they cannot answer without the risk of
incriminating themselves or being exposed to a civil suit; or

e they would be prejudiced as defendants in pending litigation.

h) If a witness objects to a question committees may exercise its discretion in the
witness’s favour. However if the objection is not accepted by the Committee,
the witness will be required to present the oral or documentary evidence
required. Failure to provide such evidence may be reported to the House and
the witness may be punished for contempt.

€ounsel and advisers
i) There is no provision in the standing orders or any statutory provision for a
witness before a committee of the House to be represented by counsel.

j) However, there are precedents in the UK and several other jurisdictions for
committees to permit witnesses to have counsel or advisers present in an
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advisory capacity during hearings. Persons permitted to accompany and
assist witnesses need not be lawyers — for example, Members appearing before
the Committees of Privileges have been accompanied by research assistants.
On another occasion a Member appearing before the Committee of Privileges
was accompanied by another Member. The role of such persons is
emphatically that of adviser rather than representative. Witnesses have been
permitted to converse freely with such advisers, but the advisers have not
been permitted, for example, to:

e present evident in support of a witness or the witness’s submission;

e object themselves to procedures or lines of questioning pursued by the
committee; or

e ask questions of witnesses.

In Camera Proceedings

k) Committees of Privileges meet in camera. While no public record is
produced of what is said during in camera proceedings, committees often
find it useful to have a transcript produced for the private consultation of the
members and staff of the committee. The commitiee will subsequently
decide how such transcripts will be disposed of after report (i.e., whether
they will be made part of the committee’s permanent record for historical
purposes, or destroyed).

1) Committees exclude everyone from in camera meetings except members,
committee staff and invited witnesses.

m) The proceedings of and the evidence taken before the Committee and any
documents presented to and decisions of such a committee must not be
made public by any member or other person before the committee has
reported to the House. Such an act will be treated as a contempt punishable
by the House.

[ trust that the above answers the questions you have raised pertaining to the
procedure of the Committee of Privileges and shall be pleased to assist further
should you have other concerns.

Yours truly,

Secretary
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
OFFKE OF MEMBER OF PARILIAMENT
CONSITTUENCY OF FYZABAD

M LD. Sharma

Your Ref- Parl:14/1/1 VoL.X

Octaber 25%, 2004

Ms. Jacqui Sampson-Jacent

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives

Red House
Port-of-Spain

Dear Madam,
H ing of the C i f es

Reference is made to the above matter. As instructed by the Privileges Committee on Friday 22
October, 2004 that 1 communicate with your good self 1 have the following questions / concerns to
which 1 kindly request written responses:-

‘What is the procedure your Committee intends to adopt at the hearing of this mauer?
‘What are the specific charges against me? Who is / are my accusers? Will I be given the opportunity

to meet and question him / them?

Has your Committee conducted or caused to be conducted any investigation in this mauer? If so,
who did the investigation, when and where was it conducted, and what evidence was taken?

Will I be allowed to present witnesses before your Committee?

Are any witesses going 10 be called before your Committee that will give evidence againse me? If
so, who are they? Am [ going to be allowed to cross-examine them? Will 1 be allowed to present
id to rebut their clai etc?

On what basis is your Committee refusing me my lawyer of choice?
Will evidence be taken orally or in writing?

Was any evidence concerning charges against me received by your Committee? If so, was the
evidence given orally or in writing and who gave same?

‘What are the names of the persons who gave evidence and what are their occupations? On what
dates was same obtained? When will [ be given the opportunity to cross-examine them?

‘Was any evidence received by your Committee? If yes, what is the evidence and in what form was it
given, orally or in writing, or in any other manner?

Why did your Committce initially refuse to allow me legal representaion? Why did your
Committee change its mind?

When did your i tell the H ble Dr. Keith Rowley that he could have legal
representation md how did your Committee convey this to Dr. Keith Rowley? Was communication
done orally or in writing, or in any other manner? If it was in writing I would like to have a copy of
same. If it was done orally, who conveyed the information, when and where?

Is your Committee receiving legal advice? If so, from whom? Has your Committee received advice
from any person or from persons that is adverse to me or not in my interest or any advice at all? If
50, what advice has the Committee received?

Has your Cs ittce reccived any infc from any persons with respect to this mattes? If yes,
can I have copies of same? Has the Committee communicated in any way with any person(s) on this
matter? Can I have copies of all pond sent and/or recefved as it relates to this matter?
Respectfully,

Chandresh L.D. Sharma

Chandresh L.D. Sharma M.F.:-Governmenl Quarters-Unity Court-Fyzadbad F.O, Fh.677-7509, Fax No.6774550.
¢e-mail:. mpesharma@yahoo.com
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October 26, 2004.

Mr. Chandresh Sharma, MP
Member for Fyzabad

Unity Court

Southern Main Road
FYZABAD

Dear Mr. Sharma,

Questions asked by you related to the Committee of Pri vileges

I received today you fax containing questions related to the Committee of Privileges.
Below I refer to the questions and provide answers which I hope you find useful.

1. What is the procedure the committee intends to adopt in this matter?

Standing Orders 75 and 80 are attached. These deal with the procedure in select
committees.

2. What are the specific charges against you? Who are your accusers? Will you be
given the opportunity to meet and question him/them?

On September 17, 2004, Dr. Keith Rowley and yourself rose in the House and, under
Standing Order 27, moved motions claiming that your privileges were breached.
The Speaker, after hearing both of you, ruled that prima facie, cases were made out,
and, in accordance with standing order 27(4), referred both matters to the
committee of privileges for investigation and report. (See attached Hansard
Extract)

Unlike a Court of Law, in matters before parliamentary committees, there are no
“charges” no “accused” or “accusers”,
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3. Has the Committee conducted or caused to be conducted any investigations in this

matter? If so, who did the investigation, when and where was it conducted and what
evidence was taken?

The Committee of Privileges has only now begun its work. It has not conducted or
caused to be conducted any investigation,

4. Will you be allowed to present witnesses before the committee?

No. The Committee of Privileges is the only body mandated by the House to
conduct these investigations. :

3. Are witnesses going to be called before the committee that will give evidence
against you? If so, who are they? Are you going to be allowed to cross examine them?
Are you going to be able to present evidence to rebut... ...

The Committce cannot anticipate the nature of the evidence it will receive. It is
important to bear in mind that there are no accused or defendants in matters before
parliamentary committees. There is also no provision for anyone to be cross-
examined. The House of Representatives has never had any judicial duties and
therefore its committees are not to be confused with Courts of Law.

6., On what basis is the committee refusing you a Lawyer of your choice?

The Committee of Privileges has not refused you a Lawyer of your choice. The
Committee has ruled that it will not permit Members of either House to accompany
any witness appearing before it, in the capacity of advisor.

7. Will evidence be taken orally or in writing?

The Committee has the power to send for persons, papers or records. It can
therefore take both oral and written evidence, as it chooses,

8. Was any evidence concerning charges against me received by the Committee? If
s0, was the evidence given orally or in writing and who gave same.

9. What are the names of the persons who gave evidence and what are their
occupations? On what dates was same obtained? When will you be given the
opportunity to cross-examine them?

10.  Was any evidence received by the Committee? If yes.......

The Committee of Privileges has only now begun its work and has decided to
commence by hearing from the persons who sought to have the matters referred to
it. No evidence related to the matters before the Committee has yet been taken nor
received by the Committee.
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11. Why did the Committee initially refuse to allow you legal representation? Why
did the Committee change its mind? ‘

The Committee of Privileges never refused you legal representation. The
Committee has decided that witnesses can be accompanied by Advisors, who may be
Attorneys at Law, at their expense.

12. When did the Committee tell the Hon. Dr. Rowley that he could have legal
representation and how did the Committee convey this to Dr. Rowley? Was
communication done orally or in writing or in any other manner? If it was in writing,
could you have a copy of same? If it was done orally, who conveyed the information,
when and where?

Any Member or other person appearing before a parliamentary can request
information about procedure before parliamentary committees, similar to what you
have now done. Dr. Rowley requested information in writing. He was replied to in
writing by the Secretary to the Committee. It is not possible for me to pass to you
Committee documents. However, I copy hereunder an extract of the response sent
to Dr. Rowley in answer to his request about counsel. You will note that it is the
same information that you have been given by the Committee in response to your
request.

“Counsel and advisers
Theve is wo provision in the standing orders or any statutory provision for a
witnece before 8 conumittee of the House to be represented by counsel.

However, there are prectdents ba the UK and several other jurisdictions for
comwmittees to permit witnesses to have counsel or advisers present in an advisory
capacity during hearings. Persons permitted to accompany and assist witnesses
need wot be lawyers - for example, Mewbers appearing before the Committees of
Privileges have been accompanied by research assistants. Own another occasion a
Mewnber appearing before the Comumittee of Privileges was accompanied by another
Mewber. The role of such persons is emphatically that of adviser rather than
representative.  Witnesses have beew permitted  to converse freely with such
aolvisers, but the advisers have not been permitted, for example, to:

o present evidence in support of & witness or the witness’s submission;

o object themselves to procedures or Lines of questioning pursued by the
committee; or

® sk questions of witnesses.”
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Please be reminded that our Committee of Privileges, in borrowing from the

practice of other jurisdictions has ruled that it will not permit Advisors who are
Members of Parliament.

13.  Is the Committee receiving legal advice? If so, from whom? Has the Committee
received advice from any person or persons that is adverse to you or not in your interest
or any advice at all? If so, what advice has the committee received?

Should Committees of Parliament require legal advice, there is precedent where
such advice has been sought from the Solicitor General. The Committee of
Privileges bas only now begun its work and I am unaware that the Committee has
sought or intends to seek legal advice.

14.  Has the Committee received any information from any person with respect to this
matter? If yes, can I have copies of same? Has the committee communicated in any way
with any person(s) on this matter? Can you have copies of all correspondence sent and
or received as it relates to this matter?

The Committee of Privileges has not yet determined what information it wishes to
send for. It has decided to commence its work by hearing from the Members who
requested the investigation presently before it. Once the Committee has commenced
its work, the Committee will communicate with you as and when it so desires, with a
“view to completing its investigation.

However, it is important that I point out to you that committee documents are the
property of that committee and there is no known procedure for a committee to pass
to persons who are not mcmbers of that committee documents. Indeed, in the case
of a committee that meets, in camera, such action will be a breach of standing 81.

Yours truly,

Jacqui Sampson
Secretary
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIBAR & TOBAGO
OFRICE OF THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

November 4™, 2004.

Tle uonunuemrmn Siasasn
Cwm!med'rnrm of the Howse of Representatives
Red Howse

Po "

Deas Sir,

At the mecting of the Privileges Committee held on 29™ October, 2004. 1 was advised by your
pndsdfndlh@omﬂudﬂlmﬂhe-ﬂwdmnaﬁdlmbnqmﬂ meetingx of the

Committes in on with the incident which d on the 1S™ September 2004 Dy the
parlisment lescoom.
1 have di d through 2 report carried on page 5 of the Yrinidad Express of 3

Wmmmmmﬂ,mmkz‘wamwm;
lmawmwemmmdhym Immmsedormmmmneonm

iag and was thereby p d from ,mynghundmdu. This 18 conirary to
previous practice whea ) bad received written invi followcd up hy selephone cafls (o sttend |
mmgsofm("umm 1 consider this 16 be most massd and ™ Hreach of tha agreed
procedure. ) have fusthes discovered that Or. Rowiey did in Eact sttend this mesting

10 the ciccumstances, § wish to place on record this denial of the exercise oF my right to attend and
pammem&emd mecting whilst Dr. Rowicy was afforded the opportuaity to sttead it and, 0

why and how this occurred.  Further, 1 view this fatkre o the pert of the Commintee to
advise me of the dato and Gime of the procadually unfalr sl prepadncial to wee.

Camequeﬂly!aﬂupoayauhnkenqnmmmdﬂ!mpmwdyaﬂﬁsdo!nﬂmemnﬁng
of the Committen which } am estitled 1o atend.  Further, piven the procedural breach which

2 ‘mwyam & mdm mum&cmnmlmm
the d is sy e lled for in my p and thar af
sastexnenis nonde by them be made available to me.

Chumbvad 1. Tharmne, M $olty §vunt, Fraothed Tel. / Vo £77 79 £75-304 v-unill;
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The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

Parl: 14/1/1 Sub. 1

November 05, 2004

Mr. Chandresh Sharma, MP
Unity Court

Southern Main Road
FYZABAD

Dear Mr. Sharma,

I refer to your letter to the Chairman of the Committee of Privileges which has been
forwarded to me for reply.

The Chairman has noted the contents of your letter and advises as follows:

1.

Members of the House, if they so desire, can he present at meetings of
Committees including deliberations during which witnesses are examined.
While present at a Committee meeting, a Member of the House who is not a
Member of a Committee, may not address the Committee, put questions to
witnesses or interfere in any manner whether in the proceedings.

Only Members of a Committee enjoy the right-to be present and as such must
be informed in writing of every Committee meeting and the agenda.

In the case of the Committee of Privileges, you received written invitations to
appear before the Committee as a witness.

If you are in receipt of invitations to attend Meetings of Select Committees
then you are most likely a Member of such Committees.

Only Members of the Committee of Privileges have been issued written or
verbal invitations to attend Meetings of this Committee.

You may wish to communicate with the Committee’s Secretariat in order to be
apprised of the date of scheduled meetings of the Committee. Alternatively, a
list of all parliamentary activities is published on the Parliament website
www ttparliament.org which is updated daily.

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives
Chairman: Mr. Barendra Sinanan, MP

Members: Mr. Hedwige Bereaux, MP; Ms. Penelope Beckles, MP; Mr. John Rahael, MP;

Ms, Gillian Lucky, MP and Mr. Subhas Panday, MP
Secretary: Ms. Jacqui Sampson Jacent

Tel: (868) 623-2565, 623-7386 Fux: (868) 625-4672 E-mail: administration @tiparliament.org Website: www.uparliament.org
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7. When it next meets, the Committee will decide whether to accede to your
request for witnesses to be recalled so that they can be examined in your
presence.

You may wish to note that the next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for Tuesday
November 09, 2004 at 3.00 p.m. At that meeting, the Committee intends to continue
its examination of witnesses.

Yours respectfully

o T
Jacqui Sampson Jacent
Secretary
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CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

L.D. Sharma-

9% November, 2004

The Honsurable Barendrs Y. Sinsasn, M.P.

Fhairman,

Commitice of Privileges of the Howse of Representatives,
- ‘Red House,

Port of Spain.

Dear Chairmun,

Reference i< made o the leticr dated 5% Novembes 2004 from Secretary of the
Xtce of Paivi

Ce leges 10 me in resporse b my ke of 3> Novessber 2004

With respect o dhe current maticrs reforred 10 the Commitiec by Me. Rowley and myself,
oy dk nd pusticipalion st ings of the Coramittce carmol only be dictated by rules
 gentsining to the o of Members of the Hotrse or witnesses as set out in the Commitce
Scoretany™s aforesaid letier. In the first place, at the mecting of the Commitie on 29™ October
2004. 1 was advised by the Chairman and the Commitice that 1 would be invited to attend aft

hssquent angs of the C ittee. Further, } am dmectly involved in these madtets as an
in&mmdum_.hmmm)'nwﬁoalhatnwemduaaf'tlx.mkymmfumdwm
Comumitice and, my, awn condt is also the subjeet of the Committer™s procecdimgs M 2
the said atrers form the subject of an ongoing police & igation. | am advised by my
Anmuqsihlmm:ﬁnmionilismarywﬂ\cprindpbufmmﬂjusﬁumd,in
pasticalar provedurst fak to bo deniod my right to aticnd end panticipate in all meetings of
Mcm‘hhrqndwd:sklmmumwdﬂzfﬁhadﬂheCmna\i!wcmm
. me of the date and time of the mectings

Consequentiy, mlm-ﬂaswldmymwhmimﬁhwm
. dated 4 Movember 2004, namely that ©

lmsluommmmwsmlofmexmhofmm»mwmw
in the svid meeting (2~ November 2004) whilst Mr. Rowley was afforded the opportunity 1
sttend it and, to qoestion bow and why this occurted. Furtber, | view this failare on the part of
lheCnmmiueem:dvisemeoflhedncmdtimeofmemﬁngmbemmwmﬁknd
prejudicial %o me.

!uﬂm;mmukulepstomtmimmiyd\-iwdofdlﬁnwnwicsof
the Comemitice which 1 mmmledbmmd Fmba,p’m&pncduﬂhu:’hwﬁcbm

in my non and non-pasticipation in the last Cowent eting, { that the
witnosscs joed in my ab be Ned for inaticn in my pr and that sl
staiements made by thom be made svailable to me.
Rospectfully,

R

(Mln\l f i\ i

2 - Sexvetany . Comamtics OF Priv iipes of th Howse of Reprosoniaane

! TV S Lty Conet - T U ST Fun: $53-9613,
9 ek
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The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

Par:14/V1 T e
November 16, 2004

Mr. Chandresh Sharma, MP
Membez for Fyzabad

Unity Court

Southern Main Road
FYZABAD

Dear Sir
Your letier dated November 09, 2004 refers.

This is to inform you that the Committee has agreed 1o permit you to read the
verbatim notes of evidence taken at its meeting held on Tuesday November 02, 2004.

In pursuant of this, it would be greatly appreciated if you can state the date and
time that would be convenient to you for this purpose, so that I can make arrangements o
have an appropriate place set aside for you within the Secrctariat.

Kindly note that the evidence of the Committee which you will be permitted to
read cannot be copied in full or in part.

Crenmitter of Privileges of e House of Representatives
Chalrman: Mr, Barendrz Sinanan, MP
Members: Mr. Hedwige B. ux, MP; Ms. Peaclope Bockies, MP; Mr. John Rahael, MP;
Mg Gillian Lucky, MP and Mr. Sublas Pandsy, MP
Secvetary: Ms. Jacqui Sampson Jacent
Tel: (868) 623-2565, 623-7386 Fax: (868) 625-4672 E-mail: adwinistration @aparli org Website: www. sparfi ong




27

HOV—-19—-04 91I41 AN

_ 18" November, 2004

Five Honourable Barendra Y. Sinsnan, MP.
Chalrman,

Comssaitice of Privileges of tive Hamse of Repeesentatives,
Red Howse,

Port of Spulre.

'n%mmwwdmdm‘mm,wi‘ﬁwhﬁxmdmcw;w
mm*udbpmiunmd\uwmdmum:wmﬁg
‘Bl e Tuceday 2 Nevembor 2004

'rmummmfumpﬁwm-ﬂmnﬁuww 2004 st S00
pm patied ty my Advisos / A A& Carol Cuffy Dowtat and Ar. Lemnox
Sardersingh

lhwﬁhnmmmhum

1 Nma’mmﬁmmunnﬁwewmmmz“mh.
2004,
Aﬁlofﬂoﬂmmﬁmmedhmeshodiwhmdmnhnwﬂh
vitod and from whom evidence will be taken.

3 Nm‘aufodnxmoﬁm!wbonﬂbch\'ﬁsdmdmm:\ﬂuwewmht

1O

taken.
3. On ding writicn resp hhmmw)uﬁwnnmimm
5. A Lint of other ¥ nchuding Mombers of Pad cnt form both bouses whe will

e imvited and from whom cvidence will be taken.
1 swslt your kind and ready response.

With thanks.

Yours sincerely,
i-/!.’. ‘\:'It/ B 4N
uﬂl‘:LLD- arma

&.c -~ Jacqui Sampean-Jaceat,
Clerh of v House of Roprascntatives.

r.91

r Mu.i-—u.--ua-—-q-nmmt-‘-wrnnmmrcmmmﬁ—iﬁ”'"”}
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The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad °

Parl:14/1/1

November 24, 2004

Mr. Chandresh Sharma, MP
Member for Fyzabad

Unity Court

Southern Main Road
FYZABAD

Dear Sir

Your letter dated November 18, 2004 refers.

This is to confirm Friday November 26, 2004 at 5:00 p.m. (as per your request) as
the date and time for you to read the verbatim notes of evidence taken at a meeting of the
Committee of Privileges held on Tuesday November 02, 2004

On that day, 1 shatl be pleased to meet with you in order to clarify and respond to
the other questions you raised in your jetier referred to above.

Yours sincerely

Secretary to the Committee

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives
Chairman: Mr. Barendra Sinxnan, MP
Members: Mr. Hedwige B . MP; Ms. Pennclope Beckles, MP: Mr. Jotm Rahael, MP;
Ms. Githian Lucky, MP and Mr. Subhas Panday, MP

e ¥
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD & TORAGO
OFFICE. OF THF. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

November 24th, 2004,

The Honouarable Bareadra Y. Sinanan, MLP.

Chairman
Committec of Privileges of the [louse of Representstives
Red House
Part-ol-Spain. <%
T\ ot
’9( ..d"'j"\."‘:"
/, ©o
Deor Chairman, JuenT DEP

Your letter dated November 24™, 2004,

Thank you very much {oe your fetier dited November 24”2004 in respanse lo my letter dated

November 18, 20084 which was faxed to my office today.

I, [ wish w0 confina that sy Advisors 7 Attorneys, Ms. Carof Cufly Dowlat amd Mr. Lennox
Sunkersingh will be permitted o accompany me and read and advise soc un the verbation
notes of cvidence iaken at a meeting of the Privileges Commitiee on Tucsday November 2,
2004 as requested in my tetter of November 187, 2004.

2. { wish 1o obtain written repfics and responses to the other questions raised in my fetters.
| await your kind response,

Respectfully,

- 2

Ua S svenan
CMA ). Sharma

we.  Secretary, Commiitee of Privileges of the House of Representatives

Chandersh 1.1, Sharos, MP Uity Couet, Frratud Feb 7 Fax 677 7500 678-2436: -0l sbprsbitund v S el am:
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
OFFICE OF THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

Chandresiv L.D. Sharmar

18" January 2004

Honourable Speiker & Members of the Committee of Privileges,
House of Representatives,

Red Housce,

Port of Spain

Dear Sirs,

You will recall that on the 17% September 2004, upon complaint mede by me against Honourable Keith
Rowley, MP. for breach of Parliamentary Privilege, namely, assaulting me on the 15" day of September,
2004 in the Members’ Lounge (tca room), the Honourable Speaker referred the matter to the Committee
of Privileges for investigation and report.

1 have since been advised by my Attorneys-At-Law and verily believe that the matter does not fall within
the jurisdiction of the Committee of Privileges and should be dealt with by the Ordinary Courts.

In this regard, my Attorneys-At-Law have advised me and I verily believe that:

(1) the disciplinary powers and privileges of Parliament with respect to inter alia, assault of Members
have been ousted and/or replaced by the Express Statutory Provisions in this regard contained in
the House of Representatives (Powers and Privileges) Act, Chap 2:02 and consequently the
matter T complained of docs not fall within the jurisdiction of the Privileges Commitec,

(2) Assuming but not admitting that the disciplinary powers and privileges with respect to assaults of
Members have not been ousted by the said House of Representatives (Powers and Privileges) Act,
Chap., 2:02, and assuming but not admitting that those Parliamentary disciplinary powers are
available with respect to assault of a member 2t a time when the House was not in session, then
the House through its Privileges Committee will have jurisdittion only when the assault is
committed on 8 Member coming to, being within, or going from the precincts of the House.
“Precincts of the House’ is defined in section 2 of the House of Representatives (Powers and
Privileges) Act Chap 2:02 as ‘the room in which the House sits in session for the transaction of
business and includes the gallerics adjacent thereto®. Gallery is described at page 177 of May’s
Parliamentary Practice, 22™ edition. The Members’ Lounge or tea room in which the assault
occurred, is clearly not included in this definition. In the instant circumstances the alleged assault
was not committed when I was coming to, being within or going from the precincts of the House
and consequently, the matter does not fall within the jurisdiction of the Parliament through its
Comumittee of Privileges.

(3) In any event, Standing Order 75 (1) of the House of Representatives describes matters, which
shall be referred to the Committec of Privileges as being ‘any matter which appears to affect the
powers and privileges of the House’. The assault by Dr. Rowley on me is not a matter which
“appears to affect the powers and privileges of the Housc™ because there is no existing

parliamentary privilege of the House which has been or appears to have been affected or
breached.

Further, take notice that Thereby withdraw my complaint to the House and/or the Committee of Privileges
against Dr. Keith Rowley, M.P. for breach of Parliamentary Privilege.

l Chandresh LD Sharma M.F.~Government Qwu:: ~Unity Court - Fyzabad P.O, Ph 677-7509: Pax: 6774650
e-mail:, ppcshpma@yshoos.com
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February 11, 2005

Mer. Chandresh Sharma, MP
(Merder for Fyzabad)

# 175 Siparia Old Road
FYZABAD

Dear Sir,

Notice of Withdrawal of Complaint

I refer to your letter dated January 18, 2005, in connection with the subject at caption which
has been forwarded to me for reply.

I have been directed to inform you that the Committee of Privileges has no authority 10
terminate matters referred to it for consideration and report to the House of

Representatives.

However, the Committee will inform the House of Representatives of your notce of
withdrawal in its report to the House.

Yours respectfully

Ms. Jacqueline Sampson
Clerk of the House
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
OFFICE OF THI: MIMIER. F PARLIAMENT
CONSTIVUENCY OF FYZABAD

Chandresh L.D. Sharma-

14% February 2005

Chairman and Members of the Committee of Privileges,
House of Representatives,
Red House,

Port of Spain

Dear Sirs,

Please be advised that { have commenced High Cout Action No. 109 of 2005 in the Suprene

Court. San Femando. ‘The subject matter of o vormplaint refened by the Honourable Speaker to

your Compiittes on the 178 Scptember 2004, namely. infer alia, that I had been assaulted by MP
Keith Rowley in the Members ounge on 15% September 2004, is before the Coust, as well as
the issuc of the jurisdiction of the Committce of Privilcges to inquire into same.

In the circumstances, | am advised by ny Attomieys and verily believe that under the sub judice

rule, the Committee's deliberations should be suspended and that no final report should be

presented to the House al this tGme because of the sk of prejudicing the court proceedings. 1

herely request that vour Commitiee suspends its inquiry forthwith and that no final report be

presented to the House before the adjudication ol the court proceedings. Please see May's

Pabiamentary Practice. 22™ edition pp 640-641 uader the heading Matters Sub Judice and pp
333, 383-384.

Kindly, let me have your written resi)onsc lo my regquest at the earfiest.

Yous truly

S o

Chandresk L.D. :arma

.92

—(‘BJa;t;revb 1.D. Sharma M.P.: .Government Qumr;e"r';“ ‘I-Znuy Couti - F_v;-iw;;-l’-(_) Ph 677 T509: Fax: 677-4650.
e.mall:, mp ma@yahoo.com
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REPUBLIC OF AD AND TOBAGO
OFFICE OF THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

Chandrestv L.D. Sharma

15" February 2005

Honourable Speaker,

Mr. B. Sinanan,

House of Representatives,
Red House,

Port of Spain

Dear Sirs,

Please be advised that I have commenced High Court Action No. 109 of 2005 in the Supreme Court, San
Fernando. The subject matter of my complaint referred by the Honourable Speaker to your Committee on
the 17 September 2004, namely, inter alia, that I had been assanlted by MP Keith Rowley in the tea
room on 15% Scptember 2004, is before the court, as well as the issue of the jurisdiction of the Committee
of Privileges to inquire into same.

In the circumstances, I am advised by my Attorneys and verily believe that under the sub judice rule, that
no final report should be laid and/or debated nor should any comment be made in the proceedings of the
Housc at this time whether by way of Report of the Committee of Privileges and/or otherwise because of
the risk of prejudicing the court proceedings and/or bringing the House and/or the Court into disrepute
given the comity that necessarily exists between the Courts and Parliament.

I hereby request that yon exercise your discretion in keeping with the sub judice rule and/or parliamentary
practice and convention in this regard. As May’s Parliamentary practice puts it at pages 640-641 :

“ The general principle is that such matters should not be prejudiced by public comment holds good in
sclect committees . Committees have suspended inquiries in progress. ...” “

Kindly refer to May’s Parliamentary Practice, 22™ edition at pages 640-641 and 333, 383-384.

T am advised by my Attorneys and verily beliove that any final veport by the Committee of Privileges with
respect to my complaint concerning the incident between MP Rowley and I on the 15% September 2004 in
the tea room of the House would be in nature of public comment in the public domain since same would
be disclosed in open Parliament session accessible in the public domain.

Further I am informed by my Attomeys and verily believe that any final report of the Committee of
Privilegaonthismatte:wmﬂdplxceatdskand/orwxse,,"" to the of the Court

proceedings since same would be disclosed in open Parliament session which hy its very nature would
bring it into public domain..

Consequently, I hereby request, in keeping with the sub Jjudice rule that no final report be laid and/or
debated in the House, nor that any mention be made in the proceedings of the Honse and/or otherwise in
the public domain, which will risk and/or cause prejudice to the outcome of the Court proceedings and/or
bring into disrepute the House and/or the Court. Please see May’s Parliamentary Practice, 22* edition pp
640-641 under the heading Matters Sub Judice and pp 333, 383-384.

Ixanﬁcipate that you will exercise your discretion accordingly pursuant to the sub judice rule in all of the

detailed hareinak we.

Kindly, let me have your written response to my request at the carliest.

Yours truly

%N N,
Chand) L.DN\Sharma

Chandresh L.D. Sharma MLP.;-Government Quarters -Unity Court —~ Fyzabad P.0, Ph 677-7509: Fax: 677-4650.
e-.mail:. mpcsharma@vahoo.com

|
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PARLIAMENT

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

QoD
17% February, 206%.

Mr. Chandresh Sharma, M.P,
Member for Fyzabad

# 175 Siparia Old Road
FYZABAD.

Dear Sir,

Request to suspend the deliberations of the Committee of Privileges and to not
-report to the House of Representatives.

I refer to your letters dated 14 and 15% February, 2005 in connection with the
subject-matter at caption which have been forwarded to me by the Committee of
Privileges for reply.

I have been directed to inform you that at a meeting of the Committee of
Privileges held on Wednesday 16* February, 2005 the Conunittee considered the
request contained in your letters and decided to proceed with its deliberations in
respect of the matters referred to it for consideration and report to the House of
Representatives and to thereafter report to the House of Representatives.

Yours respectfully,

Cle
and Secretary to the Committee of Privileges

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives
Chairman: Mr. Barendra Sinanan, MP
Members: Mr. Hedwige Bereaux, MP; Ms. Pennelope Beckles, MP; Mr. John Rahael, MP;
Ms. Gillian Lucky, MP and Mr. Subhas Panday, MP
Secretary: Ms. Jacqui Sampson Jacent
Tel: (868) 623-2565, 623-7386 Fax: (868) 625-4672 E-mail: nd_minis!ralion@Nparliamcnl.org Website: www.ttparliament.org



REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
OFFICE OF THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD
Chandresh L.D. Sharma

21* February, 2005.

Honourable Speaker

& Members of the Commiittee of Privileges,
House of Representatives,

Red House,

Port of Spain

Dear Sirs,

Reference is made to the letter of Ms. Jacqueline Sampson dated 11% February, 2005 addressed
to me purporting to be in response to my letter of 18® January, 2005 addressed to your good self
and to members of the Committee of Privileges.

In her letter, Ms. Sampson indicated that she had been directed to inform me that the Committee
of Privileges had no authority to terminatc matters referred to it for consideration and report to
the House.

Kindly advise by whom Ms. Sampson was directed to so inform me because I know that the
Committee of Privileges did not meet or deliberate on my aforesaid letter prior to Ms. Sampson’s
response to same.

Ms. Sampson did not address the issue raised in my aforesaid letterabout the jurisdiction of the
Committee to inquire into the matter raised in my complaint, this question therefore remains
unanswered, and, I hercby request that you maks a decision with respect to the jurisdiction of the
Committee to hear my complaint.

Kindly advise in whom the authority lies to terminate my matter referred to the Committee of
Privileges.

Further, there are several outstanding questions to which you have not provided me with a
response, namely, my letters of 25® October, 2004, 9% November, 2004, 18® November, 2004
and 18" January, 2005.

Kindly let me have your written reply to the matters contained herein at the earliest,

Sincerely,

U A orrn

Chandresh\L.D. Sharma

LChndruh L.D. Sharma M.P.;-Government Quarters -Unity Court—Fyzabad P.Q.—' 671;
¢-.mak. ypcyharma@yahoo.coy
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REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
OFFICE OF THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
CONSTITUENCY OF FYZABAD

Chandresh L.D. Sharma

23 February, 2005.

The Honourable Barrendra Y. Sinanan,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Red House ,

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Honourable Speaker,
1 write to you in your capacity as the Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives.

On the 17 day of September, 2004 I made written complaint to your good self, Qua Speaker of
the House of Representatives, by letter of even date. Subsequently, on (hat same day, I made an
oral complaint to your good self in the House. No debate or vote was taken by the House on my
complaint. Thereafter, you ruled that a prima facie case of breach of privilege had been made out
and referred the matter to the Committee of Privileges for full investigation and report.

I have been advised by my attorneys and verily believe that the subject matter of my complaint
does not fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee of Privileges and should be dealt with by
the Courts. Reference is made to my letter dated 18 January 2005 addressed to your good self
as Speaker and members of the Committee of Privileges. I repeat the facts and matters contained
in that letter. :

Further, the procedure of the Committee of Privileges thus far has not been in keeping with the
principles of natural justice and/or fairness.

Take notice that I hereby withdraw the complaint against Dr. Rowley which I made to you on the
17 September, 2004,

Kindly let me have your response to this letter in writing at the earliest.

Sincerely,

U SR gt

ChandresX L.D. Sharma

Chandresh L.D. Sharma M.P.:-Government Quarters -Unity Court - Fyzabad P.O, Ph 677-7509: Fax: 677-4650,
e-.mall:. mpcsharma@yahoo.com
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Senator ROBIN MONTANO

Mansfield Chambers Telephone: (868) 624-8088
#24 Abercromby Street

Port-of-Spain

Trinidad

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

February 18t, 2005,

The Chairman
Privileges Committee
Red House

PORT OF SPAIN.

Dear Sir,

Re: Tea Room Incident - M.P.'s
Chandresh Sharma
Keith Rowley

It has come to my attention that you have summoned a person who has
reported a certain conversation that I had with her on the afternoon of the
above incident when I attempted to see you in your capacity as Speaker.

Further, from both print and electronic media reports I had noted that your
committee was calling witnesses. If you had considered important to have
the evidence of my conversation before your committee. I must indicate my
surprise at not being called, for I have always been ready, willing and able to
give evidence in this matter.

I am also concerned that your committee have an accurate picture of my
report that afternoon.

In this regard, I wish to advisc that I wish to appcar before your committee
in order that there be complete accuracy thus ensuring a fair deliberation of

SENATOR ROBIN MO]

c.c. Cha sh Sharma
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Senator ROBIN MONTANO

Mansfield Chambers
H24 Abercromby Street
Port-of-Spain
Trinidad

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAG(Q

Telephone: (868) 624-8088

February 23rd, 2005.

The Chairman
Privileges Committee
Red House

PORT OF SPAIN.

Dear Sir,

Re: Tea Room Incident '
Between Chandresh Sharma M.P. and Dr. Keith Rowley

It has come to my attcntion that you have summeoncd & witness in the hearing
of the above matter who has given evidence about my attempt to report that
very afterncon the assault and battery on Mr. Sharma by Dr.. Rowley. - Apart
from the fact that you never telephoned me to acknowledge that 1 had come to
see you about the matter (notwithstanding the fact that 1 am not only an
attorney-at-law as you are, but also a Senator), I must confess to great surprise
to learn that you would apparently prefer the evidence of a clerk to say what I
said when I attempted to report to you. Frankly, I would have thought that my
attempt to report the matter to you ought to have had a fair impact as to
credibility, especially as the incident had only recently taken place that very
afternoon and bruisings were evident on Mr. Sharma. Had you spoken to us on
that day or the next, you would have seen them for yourself.

In the circumstances, I wish to advise that I am ready, willing and able to give
evidence to your committee on this matter. ‘Indeed, having regard to all of the
supporting facts and matters I think that it is necessary for me to do-so in the
interests of justice, fairness and the good name of our Parliament.

SENATOR ROBIN M

.d" %ﬁ %o/-rz Z/fm



39

PARLIAMENT

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

March 14, 2005

Mr, Chandresh Sharma, MP
Member for Fyzabad

Unity Court

Southern Main Road
FYZABAD

Dear Sir,
Matter referred to the Committee of Privileges

1 refer to your letters dated February 21, and February 23, 2005 addressed to the
Speaker of the House and Members of the Committee of Privileges, which have been
forwarded to me for reply.

I am directed 10 inform you that the Committee proposes to draw to the attention
of the House your notice of withdrawal of the complaint against Dr. Rowley. However,
the Committee of Privileges has no authority to terminate matters referred to it for
consideration and report to the House of Representatives.

With respect to your concern regarding responses from the Committee, I am to
direct you to my letters to you of October 26, 2004, November 05, 2004, November 16,
" 2004, November 24, 2004, February 11, 2005 and February 17, 2005.

Yours respectfully -

ampson Jacent
Clerk of the House
and
Secrctary of the Committee

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives
Chairman: Mr, Barendra Sinanan, MP
Members: Mr. Hedwige Bereaux, MP; Ms. Pennclope Beckles, MP; Mr. John Rahael, MP;
Ms. Gillian Lucky, MP and Mr. Subhas Panday, MP
Secretary: Ms. Jacqui Sampson Jacent

ceten Artmadtiamannt ase VWaheite: wuny ttnarliament org



40

PARLIAMENT

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

The Red House, Abercromby Street, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

March 14, 2005

Senator Robin Montano
Mansfield Chambers
24 Abercromby Street
PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Senator,

The Committee’s Investigation of the “Tea Room” Incident

I refer to your letters dated February 18 and February 23, 2005 addressed to the
Chairman of the Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives, which have
been forwarded to me for reply.

I am directed to inform you that the Committee has completed its evidence-
gathering phase and consequently does not propose to examine any other witness.

Yours respectfully

pson Jacent
Clerk of the House
and
Secretary of the Committee

Committee of Privileges of the House of Representatives
Chairman: Mr. Barendra Sinanan, MP
Members: Mr. Hedwige B , MP; Ms, P lope Beckles, MP; Mr. John Rahael, MP;
Ms. Gillian Lucky, MP and Mr. Subhas Panday, MP
Sceretary: Ms. Jacqui Sampson Jacent
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