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The Office of the Minister of Planning and Development

PL&D: 6/12/3 Vol. VIL
September 21, 2020

The Honourable Bridgid Mary Annisette-George, MP
Speaker of the House

Speaker’s Chamber

Office of the Parliament

Parliamentary Complex

The Red House

St Vincent Street

Port of Spain

Dear Madam Speaker,

The Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infiastructure on an
Inguiry into the Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River
Basins and Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major Flooding over the
Past Years

Reference is made to your letter Parl.: 14/3/73 Vol. IV dated July 2, 2020 on the captioned subject.

In this regard, please find attached the Ministerial Responses to the recommendations of the Joint Select
Committee (JSC) contained in the Tenth Report of the JSC on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquxry into the Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River Basins and Dramage Catchiments.
in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major. Floodmg over the Past Years. An ¢lectronic copy of the
responses will be e-mailed to the Parliament via coth(@ttparliament.org.

Sincerely

Camille Robmson-Regls MP
Minister
Ene.

cor M. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel, Clerk of the.%

Lewel 14, Evic Williarits Finance Bui Iding Independence Square, Povt Of Spain, Republic. of Teinidad and Tobago
' Tel: (868) 623-3716 ' Fax: (868) 625-0363 * website: www.planning.gov.tt






PL&D: 6/12/3 Vol. VI

Response to the Tenih Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical
‘Infrastructure on an ¥nquiry into the Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for
Major River Basins and Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to

Major Flooding over the Past Years

Reécommendation 1 (Page 31):

We recommend that an assessment be undertaken to defermine the effectiveness of current.
Sflood-management legislation. in relation to. flood management by the MoPD given its
responsibility for planning, The assessment should identify areas for improvement and be
submitted to the Parliament six (6) months subsequent to the laying of the report.

Response:

The Ministry of Planning and Development (MoPD) .;.ﬁ.::knowledges the findings and
recommendations of the Committee. An assessment on the effectiveness of the current
Flood Management Legislation as it relates to flood management would be undertaken in
collaboration with relevant Divisions/Units/Agencies within the Ministry and relevant
Ministries and entities, such as the Ministry of Works and Transport (MoWT) and the
University of the West Indies (UWI). Asrecommended, the areas for improvement would
be submitted to the Parliament six (6) months-subsequent to the laying of the Report.

Recommendation 2 (Page 51):

We recommend a comprehensive flood management Act to incorporate all the various
responsibilities for flood management including areas for improvement as identified in the
assessment at Recommendation 1,

Response:

The MoPD is in agreément with the underlying sentiments of this Recommendation, The
MoPD through its Legal Unit is prepared to collaborate with the relevant Ministiies and
entities regarding the development of a comprehensive Flood Management Act pertinent
to this Recommendation. '



Recommendation 3: (Page 51):

We recommend that the MoPD examine the implications to an integrated Act where various
aspects of it velates to water, land, environment and planning can be incorporated into one
Act of Parliament by way of stakeholder consultations and update the Committee with its
findings and recommendations, one (1) year subsequent to the laying of this report.

Respcins’e':

The MoPD is prepared to. collaborate with the relevant Ministries and entities to host
stakeholder consultitions relating to theé implications of an integrated Act that would
encompass water, land, environment and planning. As recommended, the Committee
would be informed of the Ministry’s findings and recommendations of these consultations
within one (1) year subsequent to the laying of the report.

Recommendation 4 (Page 51):
We recommend that provisions for a Flood Control Project Implementation Plan to be
updated every five (5) vears be. included in the comprehensive Slood management
legislation.

Response:
The MoPD concurs with this Recommendation that a Flood Control Project
Implementation Plan should be¢ included in the comprehensive flood management
legislation and be-updated every five (5) years. It is proposed that the Plan should take into
consideration climate change related risks; and that the updating of the Plan should include

scientific evidence of climate change impacts, includin_g climate projections that may be
provided by relevant climate models.

Recommendation 5 (Page 51):

We recommend that included in the comprehensive flood management legisiation should
be strict penalty provisions for breaches and stringent enforcement mechanisms,

Response:

The MoPD supports this Recommendation.



Reconimendation 6 (Page 56):

We recommend that Parliament be alerted to the approval of the Draft National IWRM
Policy, 2018 (which is already two (2) years overdue), the National Hillside Policy-and the
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Policy Framework for Trinidad and Tobago.

Response:

The Draft National TWRM Policy, 2018 has been submitted to and signed off by the Water
Resources Agency (WRA) and is currently awaitiiig Cabinet approval. The Ministry of
Public Utilities (MPU) would provide information to the Parliament on the Draft National
Integrated Water Resource Management Policy 2018.

The Review of Standards and Guidelines for Hillside Development in the Northern Range
of Trinidad was completed. The Standards and Guidelines were expanded to include all
hillsides inl both Trinidad and Tobago. A Draft Cabinet Noté with regard to this hational
policy is being prepared for the consideration of the Cabinet. Parliament will be informed
when the revised “National Hillside Policy” is approved by Cabinet.

The Draft Integrated Coastal Zohe Management Policy Framework for Trinidad and
Tobago (ICZM) has been finalized following an extensive period of public consultation
from October 2018 to June 2019 and is currently under review by the MoPD before
submission to-the Cabinet.

Recommendation 10 (Page 59):

We recommend the establishment of a specific unit within the MoPD for the implementation
of the Integrated Flood Management Plan.

Response:
The MoPD will explore this Recommendation relating to the establishment of a specific

unit whose main responsibility would be to oversee -th_e implementation of the Integrated
Flood Management Plan through coordinated efforts with various Ministries and entities.



Recommendation 14 (Page 03):

We recommend that the MoRDLG and the EMA collaborate to create stricter penalties to
treat with dumping.

Response:

Tt should be noted that illegal dumping is not the primary jurisdiction of the Environmental
Management Authority (EMA) unless it occurs within the boundaries of an
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) or in a known habitat of an Environmentally
Sensitive Species (ESS). Although it is recommended that the Litter Act be amended to.
incorporate higher penalties, the EMA would assist the Ministry of Rural Development and
Local Government (MoRDLG) on this Recommendation.

Recommendation 15 (Page 64):

We concur with dnd recommend that the government agencies responsible for the
management of litter collaborate on a nationwide public education and. sensitization
programme.

Response:

The MePD agrees that 2 Nationwide Waste Disposal Communications Strategy/Plan would
achieve the "obj'ec_tiVes of this Recommendation in 4 positive, cohesive and comprehensive
manner. The Plan would need to take into consideration the demographics and new platforms
(social media) utilized by different andiences eéspecially those in the 15 — 55 year _g_rbup.

‘Recommendation 16 (Page 70):

We recommend that rh_e' MoWT, MoRDLG and the MoPD utilise the training and expertise
being offered by the UWI to find applicable solutions for treating with the issue of flooding.

Response:

The MoPD concurs with this:Recommendation and would hold discussions with the UWI
to obtain expert advice and utilize training programs available that are geared towards:
finding applicable solutions to flood related issues. Downscale climate models which can
assist with determining the impacts on flooding and hydrology models would also be
explored with the UWT.



Recommendation 17 (Page 74):

We recommend that the adequate funding be allocated under the PSIP. for upgrade of
existing drainage pumps and gates, particularly those that are located in the highly.
vulnerable flood prone areas. Budget cuts should not be made from: this priority item.

Response:

Under ‘the Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP), the project ‘Programme of
Upgrade-to existing Drainage Pumps and Gate Inventory’ directly addresses the upgrade
of existing drainage pumps and gates in flood prone areas. The project, which is.
implemented by the MoWT, aims at upgrading and modernizing the drainage operation
systems, specifically in relation to the pumps and gates under the purview of the MoWT,
in an effort to make the process of dewatering more effective and efficient.

In fiscal year 2020, an allocation of §18 million was provided for the implementation of
the programme. As at July 31, 2020, the sum of $0.7 million has been expended and no
budget cuts have been tade under this project. Further, contracts have been awarded for
the upgrade of Pumip Houses and Gate Structures in the following areas:

1. Tulsa Trace, Penal;

2. Sadhoo Trace, El Socerro South;

3. Bamboo No.1; and

4, Tririidad Point (Woodland).
Priority consideration will also be given to providing an appropriate level of funding in
fiscal year 2021, based upon the rate of implementation.

Recommendation 18 (Page 93):

We recommend that the MPU submit to the UWI the Climate Change Vulnerability Studies

for Trinidad and Tobago for recommendations to improve the studies with Specz_‘-ﬁc
reference to the impact of climate change on flooding and flood management.



Response:

The Climate Change Vulnerability Risk Assessment for Trinidad and Tobago (CCVRATT)
was coordinated by the MoPD and involved, inter alia, the collaboration with relevant
Ministries and entities. The MoWT was closely invelved with the Study as it included a
flood risk assessment thatidentified vulnerable communities. One of the recommiendations
of the Study was the updating and expansion of the CCVRATT to include integrated water
management solutions that are required to control and tanage storm water flows.

Another entity involved in the Study was the UWI who played an intrinsic role in the
project’s process from 2016 to 2018, It should be noted that both the draft and final modes
of the CCVRATT were submitted to the UWI for review. Further, subsequent to the
finalization of the CCVRATT in January 2019, the study was made public via the MoPD's
website,

Recommendation 19 (Page 93):

We recommend that the MPU collaborate with the MoWT and UWI to conduct an
assessment of the country’s flood risk which includes an examination of the entire river
basin system: to provide integrated water management solutions required to control and
manage storm water flows.

Resporise: -

The impacts of climate change have resulted in more intense episodes of precipitation.
Given that the MoPD is currently the foeal poirit for climate change issues and coordinates
the National Climate Change Policy, the MoPD recommends that it should be included
with the other entities on this Recommendation. Further, in the conduct of an assessment
of the country’s flood risk, climate change risks which will exacerbate future flooding
should also be taken into consideration

Recommendation 20 (Page 93):
We recommend that the Flood Management Plan mentioned in Recommendation 4, page

51 should consider the five (5) approaches outlined by the UWI'in building flood resilience
as. referenced in ltem 1.195, Page 91.



Response:

The MoPD notes that the UWP's plan does not specifically include a provision related to
flood anticipation. This would involve an examination of climate change related increases
in rainfall intensity, rise in sea levels and flooding in non-prone areas. The MoPD
recommends ‘that. thlq provision be included and/or integrate across UWD's five (5)
approaches.

Recommendation 21 (Page 96):

We récommend that the MoPD, MoWT, MoRDLG, MPU, ODPM and MET Office
collaborate for the preparation of spatial and flooding maps to prevent unnecessary
duplication and wastage of resources.

Response:

The MoPD agrees with this Recommendation. Currently, the MoPD, MoWT, MoRDLG,
Ministry of Public Utilities (MPU), Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management
(ODPM) and Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Services (MET) are all responsible for
flood alleviation and are independently collecting. data and producing Geographic
Information System (GIS) maps to identify, inter alia, flood areas in Trinidad and Tobago.
Each of these Agencies.is engagedin different types of data collection to serve its particular
functions. As recommended, the MoPD- will collaborate with these Ministries and
Agencies in coordinating the preparatlon of spatial and flooding maps. Further, in'an effort
to better facilitate: inter-agency- collaboration, the MoPD recommends that the National
Spatial Data Infrastructure Council of Trinidad and Tobagoe be established.

Recommendation 22 (Page 100):

We recommend that the MoWT, MoRDLG, MALF, EMA, TCFPD and MoNS work
collaboratively to exeicise enforcement of penalties against. deforestation practices
(excessive logging, quarrving, squatting and other illegal).

Response:
The MoPD concurs with this Recommendation. The EMA in keeping with its coordinating

fimetion as set out in section 16(1) (¢) of the Environmental Management Act, Chapter
35:05 (“the EM Act”), seeks to ensure that a coordinated and collaborative approach is



taken among all relevant Agencies in addressing complaints so as to ensure that all relevant
laws of Trinidad and Tobago are complied with. This is achieved in part through
Memoranda of Understanding with other Agencies/Stakeholders. In some instances,
investigation of complaints requires joint site. visits to determine/confirm which Agency
has the primary jurisdiction and will lead enforcement action.

The TCPD will strerigthen its current collaboration with these Ministries and Agencies as
it already interacts with them regarding enforcement against persons involved in
deforestation practices. The impending full proclamation of the Planning and Facilitation
of Development Act will bring additional systems, processes, and mechanisms into force
to further strengthen the recommended collaboration.

To improve the efficiency of the response by all Agencies and to facilitate effective
resolution of complaints, it is recommended that a specific point of contact within the
various Agencies be desigll_ated to treat with these matters. It is further recommmended that
systems be put in place to allow correspondence from various- Agencies to be shared
electronically thereby reducing the time lags in sending and receiving correspondence.

Recommendation 24 (Page 100):

We recommend that the entities involved in flood alleviation collaborate in relation to
harvesting of flood waters and harnessing this water in dams, storm water ponds and other
retention basins as o priority.

Response:

The MoPD supports this Recommendation. Currently, the Policy Develspmient Unit of the
TCPD is in the process of preparing the Spatial Planning Guidelines and input will be
sought from the relevant M_i:x_iistries and Agencies in keeping with standard protocols. The
Guidelines will address the issue of the harnessing of storm ‘water and the retention and
detention of flood waters and hillside rum-off.

Recommendation 25 (Page 100):
We -recommend that all current studies and reviews on flood control and alleviation

consider the full impact of high intensity rainfall patterns due to climate change and clearly
identify measures to mitigate against factors irtroduced by such change.



Response:

The MoPD agrees with this Recommendation. It should be neted that climate change
considerations should not only include ‘current studies and trends but also incorporate
climate ¢hange models on how precijqitaﬁOn. and intensity are projected to change. This
would facilitate ex ante planning and design of flood alleviation measures. Consideration
of sea level rise and concomitant inundation should also be included.

Further, it is suggested that entities with direct and indirect responsibilities for addressing
flooding and flood alleviation integrate the National Climate Change Policy within their
strategic frameworks with a view to mcorporatin_gj climate change considerations and
projections in individual plans, prejects and programmes.

Recommendation 26 (Page 105-106):

We recommend that the MoPD assist to collate all the -informaziou from various-studies on
areas prone to flooding to establish a comprehensive study for Trinidad and Tobago. The
collated information should be developed into a register of all unplanned developments
that contribuie fo flooding in their respective catchments area and identify measures for
the regularisation of these developments in order to reduce flooding.

Response:
The MoPD supports this Recommendation. This huge undertaking will require the
involvement of, inter alia, relevant Divisions/Units/Agencies within the MoPD,
Government Agencies, academia.and affected communities in Trinidad and Tobago.
Recommendation 28 (Page 112):
We recommend that the MoRDLG, MoPD, LS4 and Co SL meet to ‘discuss and agree on a
procea'.umfbr enforcing against illegal developments on State Lands.
Response:
‘The MoPD supports and is willing to collaborate with the relevant Ministries and Agencies

on this Recommendation as. all these government entities have some level of responsibility
for enforcement against unauthorized development.



Recommendation 29 (Page 112):

We recommend that the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and Co SI establish a shared data base
that serves as a common register of illegal developments and a record of the actions
taken/being taken by the respective agencies to addréss the issues involved,

Response:

The MoPD supports this Recomimendation. Currently, the TCPD possess data which may
readily form part of the recommended shared database. It is suggested that the EMA could
also be a partner on this activity. Further, the impending full proclamation of the Planning
and Facilitation of Development Act would bring additional coordinating systems,
processes, and mechanisms which will firther facilitate the establishment of the
recommended shared database.

Recommendation 30 (Page 112):

We recommend a discussion amongst the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL on the
identification and elimination of gaps in inter agency coordination.

Response:

The MoPD cominenced discussion on this Recommendation. An initial meeting with the
MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL among others was held on January 16, 2020. The focus
of that meeting was fo begin a discussion on inter-agency collaboration and coordination
‘regarding intervention to address the problem: of flooding in Trinidad and Tobago.
Additional meetings are planned and which will include the issues of the identification aiid
elimination of gaps in inter agency coordination.

Recommendation 31 {(Page 112):

We.recommend that the MoRDLG collaborate with the MoPD to empower and-equip its
ACP with information regarding denied building applications for foilow up and action
accordingly.

Response:. ‘
The MoPD concurs and would collaborate with the MoRDLG on this Recommendation.
The MoPD will make available information on development applications that have been
refused Planning Permission to the relevant Regional Cotporations. The dissemination of
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this- information would become inuch easier ‘with the impending devolution of the
responsibility to Municipal Authorities for development control of simple development
under the Planning and Facilitation of Development Act which is pendihg full
proclamation.

Recommendation 32 (Page 114):

We recommend that the MoWT, MoPD; MPU and MoRDLG collaborate on a study fo
determine the cost of flooding. We further recommend thai the UWI be approached to
spearhead the study. -

Response:

The MoPD concurs and would collaborate with the MoWT, MPU and MoRDLG on this
recommendation. and would be willing to provide relevant information as required.
Discussions would also be held with the UWI to spearhead the study.

Recommendation 35 (Page 117):

We concur with and recommend that the MoPD spearhead discussions with the Stakéhofder
entities on an integrated approach to deal with flooding and report to the Parliament within
six (6) months on the agreed integrated approach to be taken.

Response:

The MoPD commenced discussion on this recommendation. An initial meeting was held
on January 16, 2020 with the relevant entities. The focus of that meeting was to begin
discussions on inter-agency collaboration, coordination and possible intervention to
wddress the problein of flooding in Trinidad and Tobago. This would result in an integrated
approach (o deal with ﬂo‘odin_g_; Additional meetings are planned and the team would be
expected to meet Parliamenti’s recoimmended six-month deadline.

Recommendation 36 (Page 123):
Refer to Recommendation 2 (We recommend a comprehensive flood management Act to

incorporate all the various responsibilities for flood management including areas for
improvement as identified in the assessment at Recommendation 1).
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Respoiise:

As meéntioned, the MoPD through its Legal Unit is prepared to collaborate with the relevant
Ministries and entities on this Recommendation.

Recommendation 38 (Page 123):

Refer to Recommendation 1 (_We recommend. that ‘an assessment be undertaken to
determine the effectiveness of current flood management legislation in relation to flood
management by the MoPD given its responisibility for planning. The assessiment should
identify areas for improvement and be submitted to the Parliament six (6) months
subseguent fo the laying of the report).

Response:

As mentioned, the MoPD would collaborate with the relevant Ministries and entities to
pursue. the recommendation to undertake an assessment of the effectiveness of current
flood management legislation as it relates to flood management. This would be undertaken
in‘eollaboration with all relevant-units ih the Ministry, especially the Legal Unit, and with
external stakeholders such as the UWI and the MOWT. As recominended, the areas for
improvement would be submitted to the Parliament six (6) months subsequent to the laying
of the report.

Recommendation 46 (Page 131):

We recommend that the DIQE collaborate with the MoPD and Municipal Corporations to
obtain information on the measures that can be implemented and the action that cian be
taken to improve enforcement and education as it pertains to storm water management and
control.

Response:
The MoPLD supports this Recommendation. The TCPD would collaborate with .other

Divisions/Units within the Ministry, the EMA and the Municipal Corporations to provide
mutual assistance to the Division of Infrastructure, Quarries and the Environment (DIQE)

12



Recommendation 47 (Page 139):

We recommend the devel_qpm‘ent Qf a database which should be shared among
collaborative agencies to allow instant sharing of information. This will increase the.
efficiency and effectiveness of the approval/non approval process of developments.

Response:

The MoPD supports this Recommendation. The genesis of such 4 database can be found
in a project now being undertaken at the TCPD, referred to as “Automated Construction
Permitting System project” (also referred to as DevelopTT). DevelopTT involves the
reengineering and automating of business processes involved in obtaining a construction
permit. Pending the full proclamation of the Planning and Facilitation of Development
Act; additional coordinating systems, processes, and mechanisms will further facilitate the
‘establishment of the recommended shared database.

Recommendation 49 (Page 139):

We recommend that the TCPD be the final authority for approving developments and not
the Municipal Corporations.

Res_ponse:

The TCPD and the Municipal Corporations perform differentroles in the planning approval

process. Generally, the TCPD assesses applications relative to land use and site
development standards. The Corporations on the other hand, would address issues such as
the structural integrity of the proposed development and local health concerns. The
resources to perform the various roles reside within the TCPD and the Municipal
Corporations, respectively.

While the concerns which led to this recommendation are appreciated, the MoPD suggests
that the Municipal Corporations-remain the final authority for approving developments.
Further, the Planning and Facilitation of Development Act (which is pending full
proclamation) devolves fuill responsibility for the processing of applications for “Simple
Development”, to Municipal Corporations. These Corporations will be deemed Municipal
Planning Authorities, under the Act. To ensure its success, capacity building and the
provision of necessary resources would be required at the: Corportions. |
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Recommendation 53 (Page 142):

We. recommend the esiablishment of a National Spatial Data Infrastructure Council to
establish standards and _polf_cf‘e_s as it pertains to spatial data eollection to ensure accurate
and standardised spatial data.

Response:.

The MoPD supports this Recommendation. It should be noted that Cabinet by Minute No.
3557 of December 19, 2013 agreed, inter alia, to the establishment of an interim National
Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Council, comprising relevant Directors of Ministries
and Agencies, to develop and manage spatial data infrastructure in Trinidad and Tobago.
However, the activities of that Council lapsed before it could operationalize its
Establishment Plan.

The MoPD is currently in the process of re-establishing the NSDI Council. To this end, a
Draft Note for Cabinet on the re-establishment of NSDI Council has been prepared.

Recommendation 54 (Page 142):

We recommend that the MoPD engage in stakeliolder consultation to discuss the
importance of data sharing, the need for data to be accurate and standardised and for
legislation to facilitate same.

Response;

The MoPD supports this Recommendation and agrees that stakeholder consultation to
discuss the importance of data sharing and the need for data to bé accurate and standardized
should be held. It should be noted that in February 2019, the MoPD hosted an initial
stakeholder meeting with key Ministries/Agencies fo discuss the NSDI initiative so as 1o
clarify a way forward towards the re-establishment of the NSDI Council,. as well as, to
ensure that there was synchronicity with any initiatives other Ministries/Agencies are
currently pursuing through iGovTT.

Recommendation 55 (Page 142):

We récommend that the standards and polices established by the Council trclide:
o collating and muintaining data from Ministries, agencies and academia to establish
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coordinated data;

o frequent calibration and trained manpower to collect data within timeframes that
conform_ with international standards;

e the collection of spatial data that informs disaster risk management including flood
Fisk managemient;

o arelevant format for spatial data in accordance with internqgtional standards;

o the use of GIS to integrate, organise, process and visualise spatial data;

e g COmpréhensz‘ve spatial databadse; and |

e the availability of hydrometeorological data on a public platform.

Response:
The MoPD agrees with this Recommendation. It is proposed that one of the key outputs
of the NSDI Council of T&T is to develop standards and policies.

‘Recommendation 56 (Page 153):

We recommend that the Flood Control Project Implementation Plan at Recomniendation 4
should include.a Master Plan and Flood Control Project.

Response:

The MoPD concurs with this Recommendation that the Flood Control Project
Implementation Plan should include a Master Plan and Flood Control Project.. There
should also be a specific stipulation that the inclusion of a Master Plan and Flood Control
Project being incorporated as part of the Flood Control Project Iplementation Plan take
into consideration ¢limate change related risks and that any updating should include
scientific evidence of climate change impacts, including climate projections that may be
provided by relevant climate models.

Recommendation 57 (Page 153):

We. recommend that the government agencies responsible for flood alleviation use
expertise provided by the UWI as priority over foreign expertise.
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Response:

The MoPD supports this Recommendation that the expertise provided by the UW1 should
be:given priority over foreign expertise.

Recommendation 61 (Page.163):

We recommend that the EMA develop a short ﬁ'b_n which highlights the activities that.
contribute to flooding as well as reveal the impacts of flooding in Trinidad and T obago:
This should be dired on the local television channels and shared with students/schools.

Response:

Whereas the recommendation. is specific in nature, it comprises ohe (1) element in a
comprehensive Flood Alleviation Communications Strategy. The MoPD agrees that the:
stated recommendations ‘could bé aired on the local television channels and shared with
students/schools, impacting stakeholders ‘across all media platforms and demographics,
and utilizing best in class methods that have been implemented with success in -other
Jurisdictions. However, as a priority, the impacts of flooding in Trinidad and Tdbag_o
should be determined and integrated into all Agencies/Ministries/Emergency Response
Units, in a strategic approach to addressing the objective of flood alleviation.

Recommendation 64 (Page 164):

We recommend that the government agencies responsible for flood alleviation collaborate

with the UWT to:

(a) determine the true cost of flooding to the economy; and
(b) establish an extensive flood monitoring network.

Response:
The MoPD concurs with this Recommendation. It is suggested that the social and
environmental costs should be takeninto consideration in the determination of the true/total

cost of flooding.

Further, it is suggested that a fully functional early warning system be: developed and
incorporated into the flood monitoring network. This early waming system should be
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undertaken in collaboration with the Meteorological Services for the full utilization of its
Doppler radar to provide early wamning of extreme weather/rainfall.

Recommendation 66 (Page 164):.
We further recommend that the MoPD and MoRDLG approach the Service Commissions
Department to expedite an inicrease in the number of Inspectors and Enforcement Officers

at the respective Ministries,

Response:

The Enforceément Unit at the TCPD is staffed by Contract Officers. Currently, out of a
staff complement of twelve (12) officers, four (4) positions are vacant. The Human
Resource Management Division (HRMP). of the MoPD has been advised of the staff
shortage within the Enforcement Unit as the additional staff are needed to ensure the
Division’s effectiveness. Discussions are on-going with the relevant Officers of the
Service Commission Department and the Director of the HRMD at the MoPD, towatrds
filling all vacant positions within the Enforcement Unit,
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