DIVISION OF FOOD PRODUCTION, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

RESPONSE TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS CONTAINED IN THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE ON LAND AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FIFTH (2019/2020) ELEVENTH
PARLIAMENT NINTH REPORT

An inquiry into the Policies for the Promotion of Non-Traditional Methods of farming
including Digital farming Technology

AGRICULTURE:

1. THE EXTENT OF THE USE OF NON-TRADITIONAL METHODS OF FARMING INCLUDING DIGITAL
FARMING IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The Level of Non-Traditional farming being used in Trinidad and Tobago:
Recommendations:

1. We support the need to strengthen legislation to support inland fisheries we therefore
recommend that the MALF take the necessary steps to include collaborations with
stakeholders in the Fisheries industry to adequately support inland fisheries by legislation.

Response: The Division agrees with this recommendation.

3. We recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF, THA meet with the PS, MoPD regarding the
data that is required to be captured by the national census including the level of non-traditional
methods of farming being used, the percentage of farmers involved in non-traditional methods
of farming and the type of non-traditional methods of farming being used.

Response: The Division is willing to collaborate with the MALF in identifying these data needs as
part of an agreed upon national census or individual island-wide surveys.



DIGITAL FARMING:

6. Given that research on non-traditional methods of farming in the agriculture sector is
required we recommend that the MALF collaborate with the DFPFF and the Tertiary Level
Institutions regarding the required research.

Response: The Division is willing to collaborate with the MALF and other research institutions in
developing a research agenda with identified non-traditional methods of farming.

7. We recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF provide the necessary guidance to enable IT
personnel to use Al.

Response: The Division will provide any assistance it can with regard to this recommendation.

2. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE POLICIES, PROGRAMMES AND INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE NON-
TRADITIONAL METHODS OF FARMING INCLUDING DIGITAL FARMING

Policies:

17. We recommend the examination of roles in the public and private sectors and further
recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF, THA hold consultation meetings with stakeholders.
We also recommend that consultations include the thorough examination of the three
examples of successful private sector models as proffered by the ASTT.

Response: The Division will give strong consideration to this recommendation.

Agencies Responsible for and Involved in the Various Aspects of Non-Traditional Farming:

25. We recommend that the DFPFF, THA develop a marketing programme and initiatives for
aquaculture products in Tobago.

Response: The Division will give strong consideration to this recommendation.

26. We recommend that the DFPFF, THA collaborate with the Division of Tourism, Culture and
Transportation to establish a Memorandum of Understanding to provide adequate linkages for
farmers including those pursuing non-traditional methods of farming.

Response: The Division is currently in the process of supplying a list of farmers to the Division of
Tourism who are willing to host farm tours. The Division will build on this and other identifiable
linkages, including non-traditional methods of farming. The Division will consider the
recommendation of an MOU in this regard.



3. THE MAJOR CHALLENGES FACING THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF NONTRADITIONAL
METHODS OF FARMING INCLUDING DIGITAL FARMING

Challenges with Agriculture in Tobago:
Recommendations:

40. We recommend that the DFPFF, THA establish an initiative to educate farmers in alternative
methods of farming in Tobago.

Response: The Division accepts this recommendation. Training in appropriate alternative
methods of farming will be incorporated into its training modules at the Kendal Farm School.

41. We further recommend an initiative to market commodities using non-traditional methods
of farming in Tobago.

Response: Presently, the commodity output of these non-traditional methods are similar in
nature (type, quality) to traditional methods. Therefore, special marketing initiatives to do so
may not be practical or justifiable. The Division, through its Department of Marketing will lend
marketing support to these non-traditional initiatives by assisting in identifying markets.

42. We recommend a revision of policies to include non-traditional methods of farming in
Tobago.

Response: The Division agrees with this recommendation.

4. THE EXTENT TO WHICH NON-TRADITIONAL METHODS OF FARMING CAN BE USED TO REDUCE
TRINIDAD

Recommendations for Food Security in a Global Environment that is Highly Unpredictable:
Recommendations:

48. We recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF, THA consider the recommendations for, food
security in a global environment that is highly unpredictable when formulating agricultural
policies in Trinidad and Tobago respectively.

Response: The Division accepts this recommendation.

The Need to Encourage Acceptance of Locally Grown Commodities:
Recommendations:

50. We recommend that the MALF and DFPFF, THA include the need to encourage acceptance
of locally grown commodities and in their Marketing Initiatives promote the same.



53. We recommend that the formal policy at Recommendation 14 include an ‘eat local’ policy.

Response: The Division has already embarked upon an ‘Eat Local Campaign” (since 2018) as part
of its policy of developing an “Eco-Food” brand for Tobago’s agriculture. This policy roadmap
seeks to promote and market greater awareness, acceptance and consumption of locally grown
commodities utilizing low-chemical use, natural approach and environmentally sustainable
production practices. These “Eco-food” and “Eat local” initiatives will target both subsistence
(home gardeners) and commercial (farmer) producers.

Non-Traditional Methods of Farming to Address the Three Main Issues of Food Security, Food
Substitution and the Management of the Forex Usage:

Recommendations:

55. We recommend a database for ownership of land and land use to inform the targets for the
required agricultural policy.

56. Refer to Recommendation No. 3

Response: The repository of land resources and responsibility for its management (including
distribution) lies under the purview of the Department of Land Management, Office of the Chief
Secretary, THA. The Division (DFPFF) has made recommendations as to the statelands under the
THA and their possible utilization (land use) in the production of identified commodities to
address food security in Tobago. This recommendation involves the targets (land requirement)
for reducing the imports of identified commodities into Tobago.



