


Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

Responses to recommendations on the Ninth Report of the Joint Select Committee 

on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into the Policies for the 

promotion of Non-Traditional Methods of Farming including Digital Farming 

Technology. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 1:   We support the need to strengthen legislation to support 

inland fisheries we therefore recommend that the MALF take the necessary steps 

to including collaborations with Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical 

Infrastructure 53 stakeholders in the Fisheries industry to adequately support 

inland fisheries by legislation. 

 

RESPONSE:   

 

Legislation is necessary to provide the legal framework and authority to implement 

regulatory controls. MALF supports the need to strengthen legislation to regulate the 

development of inland fisheries. In this regard, the Draft Fisheries Management Bill 2020 

makes provisions for the development of regulations governing the rearing of fish in the 

fishery waters of Trinidad and Tobago including inland waters (mangroves, swamps, 

rivers, streams etc). Legislation specific to Aquaculture is still required to regulate the 

rearing of aquatic species in ponds and land based systems. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 2: Given that there is currently no export of non-traditional 

commodities, we recommend that the MALF collaborate with stakeholders who use 

non-traditional methods of farming with a view to determining the production levels 

required for export, the feasibility of meeting the supply for export and the 

marketing of products for export. 

 

RESPONSE: The MALF extension personnel can conduct the necessary survey to 

determine production levels of crops from these systems provided that farmers are willing 

to participate.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 3:    We recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF, THA meet 
with the PS, MoPD regarding the data that is required to be captured by the national 
census including the level of non-traditional methods of farming being used, the 
percentage of farmers involved in non-traditional methods of farming and the type 
of non-traditional methods of farming being used. 
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RESPONSE: Due to funding constraints, the Central Statistical Office (CSO) had 

intended to append the Agricultural Census to the 2021 Population and Housing Census. 

However, officials of the CSO have indicated that, due to the unavailability of funding, 

they are uncertain as to whether the census will be undertaken. In the interim, the various 

divisions of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (MALF) will meet to develop 

appropriate questions on the level and type of non-traditional methods of farming being 

used. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 4: We recommend that the MALF assist with providing the 

required certification for farmers involved non-traditional farming to gain access 

to external markets. 

 

 

RESPONSE: The National Agricultural Marketing and Development Corporation 

(NAMDEVCO) which falls under the MALF has either implemented or is in the process of 

implementing the following certification programmes: 

 

Farm Certification and Monitoring Programme 

 

In response to outbreak of Pink Hibiscus Mealybug in 1999, the Ministries of Agriculture 

in Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados developed the ‘Barbados/Trinidad and Tobago 

Agricultural Trade Protocol’. This protocol outlined the conditions for continuation of trade 

in fresh produce from Trinidad and Tobago to Barbados. This lead to the development of 

the NAMDEVCO Farm Certification and Monitoring Programme (FCMP) which was the 

first of its kind for the region. 

 

Farmers certified on this programme have access to regional markets despite their 

method of farming. The FCMP which is based heavily on record keeping and external 

markets with a demand for traceability systems have accepted the standards of this 

program to certify produce as safe for entry into regional markets. Several countries within 

the region, Barbados being a major importer of fresh produce from Trinidad and Tobago 

at that time gave preference to farmers/ fresh produce who were on the FCMP or 

NAMDEVCO Certified. Extra-regionally, major trading countries such as the United States 

and Canada also required fresh produce to be certified for which the FCMP would have 

been accepted. 
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The FCMP focuses on key aspects of management in the trade of fresh produce. This 

certification applies to the farm plot and not the farmer, as such once a plot is certified all 

products of the plot are certified also, be it traditional or non-traditional commodities.  

 

National GAP Certification 

 

Currently, NAMDEVCO is leading the development and implementation of a National 

Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) Programme which includes the development of a 

National GAP Standard and a GAP certification Scheme. This national standard has been 

benchmarked to international standards such as Global G.A.P and the Food Safety 

Modernization Act (FSMA) with the objective of increasing global market access for local 

agricultural producers who qualify to become National GAP Certified. The implementation 

of the National GAP Certification programme will apply to all farmers throughout Trinidad 

and Tobago hence the name of the certification programme. 

 

Produce Safety Rule Training 

 

In addition to the above, NAMDEVCO has staff trained in the FSMA Produce Safety Rule 

(PSR) for Grower and has one of the only two Lead Trainers in Trinidad and Tobago, the 

other being at Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) Trinidad 

Delegation. During 2019 over 200 farmers (growers) were trained in the PSR for Growers 

with collaborative efforts by NAMDEVCO and IICA. Farmers who were certified as trained 

on this rule would have met part of the requirements for the import of local produce into 

the USA market as per the Food Safety Modernization Act. 

 

Continuous training of staff in On-Farm Food Safety Programmes 

 

NAMDEVCO staff were also trained in the Global G.A.P. Standard Version 5.2 and 

carried out sensitization sessions to interested farmers (both traditional and non-

traditional). Discussions are being pursued with Caribbean Industrial Research Institute 

(CARIRI) to bring selected farms to Global G.A.P. certification to spur the uptake in the 

local agriculture sector. 

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 6: Given that research on non-traditional methods of farming 

in the agriculture sector is required we recommend that the MALF collaborate with 

the DFPFF and the Tertiary Level Institutions regarding the required research. 

RESPONSE: The Research Division is currently collaborating with Regional 

Administrations North and South and the Department of Science and Technology (UWI) 

to visit farms engaging in non-traditional methods of farming. The Research Division 
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welcomes the opportunity to formally collaborate further with Tobago and other Tertiary 

level institutions to engage in the required research of non-traditional methods of farming 

and digital farming. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 7: We recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF provide the 

necessary guidance to enable IT personnel to use Al. 

 

RESPONSE: The recommendation of the committee that the MALF and DFPFF utilize 

their IT personnel for an AI solution is well received. However, it should be noted that the 

use of AI is centered on data analytics and the use of business intelligence within the 

sphere of agricultural business. At its core the most important aspect of AI is continuous 

precision data gathering ranging from data captured by drones, software based 

technology for crop monitoring, soil health, weather patterns, and agronomic data using 

geospatial information technologies. Based on this recommendation, the MALF will 

investigate the possibility of investing in precision data gathering solutions. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 8:  We recommend that the MALF provide the necessary 

educational support to small, medium and subsistence farms in digital farming 

technology. 

 

RESPONSE: The MALF needs to determine whether small, medium and subsistence 

farmers can in fact afford to implement and maintain digital technology and whether it is 

cost effective prior to embarking on this initiative.  Digital farming is associated with high 

fixed costs, use of precision mechanics, access on the farm to reliable, high quality 

internet access, inter alia. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 9: We recommend that the MALF examine the possibility of 

concentrated production areas for livestock. 

 

 

RESPONSE:  Concentrated areas for livestock production can be interpreted in different 

ways. However, for this purpose the definition shall be an area where many livestock 

farms exist in close proximity to each other. The MALF has an Agricultural Incentive 

Programme, Heading 7 (Definition of terms) subhead (a) Producer/Farmer, defines a 
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livestock farmer as “an agricultural primary producer or would-be producer engaged at 

least one lot of land rearing crop/livestock and has produced commodities at some time 

for sale or distribution”.  Under these definitions, the following areas already exist as 

concentrated livestock production areas. 

1. Turure 

2. Wallerfield 

3. Charleville Area- Caroni 

4. Carlsenfield 

5. Woodland 

6. Penal 

7. Barrackpore 

8. Princes Town 

9. South Oropouche and Rousillac Area 

10. Icacos 

 

These concentrated areas or zones for livestock productions provide the opportunity to 

streamline activities and the allocation of resources for the following:  

1. Livestock extension 

2. Artificial insemination (synchronization), therefore maximizing the efficient use of AI 

technicians 

3. Disease surveillance. This will facilitate the control of disease outbreaks through 

easier tracing/tracking of animals and animal products from farm to fork 

4. Waste management 

5. Provision of water supply and other public utilities 

6. Research 

 

However, it should be noted that the areas of Wallerfield, Carlsenfield and Esmeralda 

were areas earmarked for livestock production in the early 1950s and 1960s under the 

Crown Lands Project and subsequently the State Lands Development Project. The 

Project never fulfilled its potential, thus the advantages of having concentrated areas for 

livestock production were never realized. 
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It is therefore imperative that these projects be researched /examined to determine the 

reasons for the failure to prevent history repeating it. 

                   

RECOMMENDATION 10: We recommend the development of a National Livestock 

Policy. 

 

 

RESPONSE: The MALF agrees to the development of a National Livestock Policy 

involving representatives from all stakeholders. It is a critical element in the 

development of the livestock sub-sector. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 11: Given that the livestock subsector is largely dependent on 

the LLPB we recommend that adequate provisions be made for the establishment 

of a new Livestock Board in the National Livestock Policy. 

 

RESPONSE: The Livestock and Livestock Products Act, Act No. 40 of 1997 Chapter 

67.05 makes provision for the establishment of the Livestock and Livestock Products 

Board (LLPB) appointed by the Minister to whom responsibility for agriculture is assigned. 

It should be noted that there is no empirical data to substantiate the statement that the 

livestock sector is largely dependent on the LLPB. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 12: We recommend that the MALF take the lead and be the 

gatekeeper to guide farmers on the business of agriculture. Joint Select Committee 

on Land and Physical Infrastructure 68 

 

RESPONSE: The Agricultural Development Bank (ADB) is positioned to advise on 

matters related to finance and business management. The MALF presently conducts 

training courses on Farm Business Management via Extension Services available in the 

Regional Administration South and Regional Administration North.  
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RECOMMENDATION 13: We recommend that the MALF work assiduously to offer 

an effective service to all farmers through the ‘one-stop shop’ concept. New 

farmers should be able to develop business plans, identify markets for produce, 

and obtain key information at this ‘onestop shop’. 

 

RESPONSE: NAMDEVCO in its facilitative approach offers programmes and services 

that are designed to enhance the competitiveness and value of the sector through the 

identification, development and promotion of domestic and international market 

opportunities. 

The Market Facilitation Department is responsible for Market Research and Data 

Collection within the agricultural sector. The Department is also responsible for the Market 

Research and Data Collection within the agricultural sector. The Department is also 

responsible for the facilitation of agricultural stakeholders through a Value Chain 

Approach. 

Stakeholders can access NAMDEVCO’s range of services via the Buyers and Sellers 

Desk that has a hotline for direct access to a Research Assistant who performs the 

function of a Customer Service Representative to navigate through the Corporation’s 

services. As such any new/existing farmer or agri-entrepreneur can receive the following 

services: 

 Information on market opportunities for particular commodities 

 Guidance on commodities behavior with regard to price fluctuations 

 Historical Data showing trends for over 25 commodities for the last 12 years 

 Guidance on the export market and steps to take in exporting 

 Listing of potential buyers in regional and international markets. 

 Exposure at local, regional and international trade fairs for agro-processors 

 Linkage to key stakeholders along the value chain with whom NAMDEVCO has 

forged partnerships (Airline industry, freight forwarders, financing, training and 

export insurance) 

Additionally, within the Corporation services rendered to stakeholders are as follows: 

Quality Assurance 

 Subscription to the Farm Certification and Monitoring Programme 

 Access to training on Production Practices and Techniques 

 Access to international training programmes such as Food Safety Modernisation 

Act (FSMA), 
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Piarco Packing House 

 Minimal processing and handling of fresh produce 

 Access to packaging services for local and export market 

 Advice and assistance on new product development 

 Development of value added items 

 Guidance on Good Manufacturing Practices 

 Assistance in setting up of processing facility 

 

Farmers’ Market 

 Access into any of the nine (9) farmers’ markets across the country (Arima, Diego 

Martin, Queen Park Savannah, Macoya, Chaguanas, San Fernando, Rio Claro, 

Point Fortin and Couva) 

 Access to other private farmers’ markets/ fairs 

 

Wholesale/ Retail Market 

 Access into any of the two(2) Fresh Produce Wholesale Markets (Macoya and 

Debe) 

 Access into any of the two(2) Sea Food Wholesale Markets (Port of Spain and 

Orange Valley) 

 Access into any of the two(2) Fresh Produce Retail Markets (Valencia and 

Woodford Lodge) 

Over the years the Corporation has successfully developed two(2) Commodity Value 

Chains for Hot Pepper and Pumpkin. NAMDEVCO staff were trained and certified in 

Commodity Value Chain Analysis by an Agribusiness Specialist from the Inter-American 

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA). All key stakeholders along the value chain 

for these commodities were engaged, these included farmers, input suppliers, seedling 

supplies, packaging suppliers, freight forwarders, financial providers and regional and 

international distributors. NAMDEVCO coordinated all entities associated and managed 

each activity to ensure the marketability of the commodity. 

 

The Corporation has provided key strategic linkages to other agencies inclusive of the 

Agricultural Development Bank for financial assistance, IICA, CARDI and FAO for further 

technical support. Key linkages are also made with the services offered at the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Land and Fisheries for soil testing, land management, farmers’ registration, 

incentive programs and other key services as provided by the Ministry. 
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RECOMMENDATION 14: We recommend the framework as suggested by the ASTT 

and further recommend that the MALF establish the stakeholder Committee to 

review its policy framework to intentionally include non-traditional methods of 

farming including digital technology. 

 

RESPONSE: The ASTT is one of the MALF’s agencies that collaborates with 

stakeholders locally, regionally and internationally in the formation of strategic 

partnerships and robust alliances. The ASTT also engages in training activities through 

monthly stakeholder platform meetings and community meetings with farmers. The ASTT 

has requested that a policy framework be established to engage other stakeholders to 

support protected agriculture systems and these should be implemented with proper 

training for sustainable agriculture. In pursuance of this policy framework, the ASTT 

recommended that a stakeholder committee consisting of persons with financial and 

marketing expertise be convened. 

The MALF in fulfilling out its mandate for food and nutrition security, continually 

collaborates with all of its stakeholders, including the ASTT. The MALF will therefore 

establish the stakeholder committee to review its policy framework to intentionally include 

non-traditional methods of farming, including digital technology, as recommended by the 

ASTT. In addition, the MALF will also include provisions for production to be tied to 

ownership and control of lands.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 16: We recommend that the MALF work assiduously to revise 

the Draft National Agricultural Development Plan 2017-2030 to include methods of 

non-traditional farming and also finalise the plan. 

 

RESPONSE: The overarching goal of the Draft National Agricultural Development Plan 

2017-2030 is to enhance the food and nutrition security of Trinidad and Tobago and in 

order to achieve this goal, the Ministry will seek to increase agricultural production and 

productivity.  We cannot ensure affordability or consistency of supply. There are too many 

factors that we do not have control over. When the Draft National Agricultural 

Development Plan 2017-2030 was being developed, it was reviewed by the Ministry’s 

stakeholders as well as all the relevant Divisions and Units of the MALF.  However, 

discussions and comments at that time did not include methods of non-traditional farming 

such as aquaculture, hydroponics and protected agriculture.  The MALF will therefore 
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work assiduously to revise the Draft National Agricultural Development Plan 2017-2030 

to include methods of non-traditional farming and also finalize the plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 17: We recommend the examination of roles in the public and 

private sectors and further recommend that the MALF and the DFPFF, THA hold 

consultation meetings with stakeholders. We also recommend that consultations 

include the thorough examination of the three examples of successful private 

sector models as proffered by the ASTT. 

 

RESPONSE: The Planning Division of the MALF has the mandate to facilitate and 

encourage consultations with other agencies.  

The MALF can assist in facilitating these linkages to encourage consultation among the 

other agencies, thereby creating synergistic relationships among the stakeholders. The 

technical soundness of the production systems should be evaluated before being 

replicated to other parts of the country. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 18: We recommend that all Extension Officers be trained in 

digital technology. 

 

RESPONSE: Training of staff is dependent on several factors including the policy and the 

needs of the clientele. Policymakers will need to consider potential benefits, costs and 

risks, and to understand the factors affecting technology uptake so that interventions can 

be targeted. 

Also, a needs analysis should be conducted and based on the results, some or all of the 

Extension Officers may be trained in digital farming. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 19:  We further recommend that the MALF meet with the 

tertiary level institutions in Trinidad and Tobago regarding the possibility of 

including in the curriculum the required skills and knowledge to adequately equip 

graduates for the position of Extension Officer. 
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RESPONSE: UWI and UTT (Eastern Caribbean Institute of Agriculture and Forestry 

ECIAF) have to include in the curriculum the skills and knowledge to enhance graduates 

in extension on non-traditional and digital farming. It should be noted that in the recent 

past, UTT met annually with the Ministry to determine what subject matter should be 

included their teaching curriculum.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 20: We recommend a focused driven unit for implementation 

of non-traditional methods of farming including digital technology be established 

within the MALF. 

RESPONSE: RAN and RAS have the structure to adequately promote the use of digital 

technology, no separate unit is required. 

  

RECOMMENDATION 21: We recommend that the MALF collaborate with the private 

sector through Public Private Partnership to provide the necessary infrastructure 

to advance non-traditional methods of farming including digital technology in 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

RESPONSE: MALF Agricultural Incentive Programme can take into account incentives 

relating to non-traditional Agriculture and digital farming. Certain areas can be considered 

for partnership but the role of MALF should remain unbiased and not misinterpreted. 

MALF can partner with research and development, demonstrations and trials.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 22: We recommend that the MALF assists the ADB with 

understanding the logistics of digital farming, and to establish a support 

mechanism for clients who run into difficulty in pursuing agricultural farming. 

 

RESPONSE: The Ministry can have discussions with ADB on a range of matters and 

the introduction of digital farming can be one such area that can be discussed. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 24: We recommend that the MALF establish a demonstration 

centre in the South of Trinidad to illustrate the use of non-traditional methods of 

farming and digital technology in farming. 
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RESPONSE: A preferred method for accomplishing the above objective of demonstrating 

digital technology in use locally is through an MOU or Agreement between a successful 

farm implementing some aspect of digital farming and the MALF.  The Agreement or MOU 

will include that the farm can be used as a demonstration station. The farm does not 

necessarily need to be located in south Trinidad. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 27: We recommend that the MALF meet with the MoE 

regarding the implementation of the 4H programme in all primary and secondary 

schools. 

 

RESPONSE: 4H is a voluntary program and is reliant on parent/ teacher collaboration. 

The MALF provides funding and cannot support all the schools that are currently enrolled 

in the programme.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 28: We recommend that education in agriculture should be 

stated in the goal of the national educational policy we therefore recommend that 

the MALF assist with providing the necessary information to the MoE for 

incorporation of non-traditional methods of farming including aquaculture in the 

school curriculum at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels. 

 

RESPONSE: If education in agriculture is included in the national educational policy, the 

MALF will work with the MoE to provide guidance as required.  Education and training in 

non-traditional methods of farming including digital farming and aquaculture for schools, 

may be best undertaken by the Extension Training and Information Services Division of 

MALF. 

RECOMMENDATION 29: We further recommend that consideration be given to a 

reward system for the involvement of students in agriculture. Joint Select 

Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure.  

 

RESPONSE: As recommended, consideration will be given to a reward system for the 

involvement of such students in agriculture. Discussions will be held with the relevant staff 

members to determine how this reward system can be affected. 
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RECOMMENDATION 30: We recommend that the MALF collaborate with the MoE 

to develop a system of follow up on students who have completed secondary 

school and were involved in the 4H programme who may be willing to continue in 

farming and that the MALF provide the required assistance accordingly. 

 

RESPONSE: The linkages amongst all stakeholders need to be formalized to identify 

graduates willing to continue the programme through the Young Farmer’s Club (YFC). 

The MoE can refer graduates with interest in agriculture to the MALF for further training 

and information. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 31: We recommend that consideration be given to the use of 

the 4H approach along with a rejuvenated Youth Camp system to generate the 

required skill sets. 

 

RESPONSE: Youth programmes such as the 4H programme and The Youth 

Apprenticeship Programme in Agriculture (YAPA) were implemented using participatory 

approaches. This approach may be extended to include non-traditional and digital 

agriculture. 

The Youth Camp falls under the purview of Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs. The 

MALF can provide training and information. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 32: We recommend that the MALF review the Agricultural 

Incentive Programme to provide access to credit and adequate coverage of new 

farming technologies. 

 

RESPONSE: The ADB is the institution responsible for providing credit to the agricultural 

sector. There is currently an arrangement with ADB and Regional Administration North 

(MALF) where a farmer’s incentive can be used to reduce his loan balance. The farmer 

must assign his incentive to the ADB and the incentive cheque is then made payable to 

ADB to reduce his loan balance.  
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RECOMMENDATION 33: We recommend that the MALF meet with the ATTIC 

regarding a specific insurance facility for farmers pursuing both traditional and  

non-traditional methods of farming. 

RESPONSE: In 2009, the former Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources 
(MALMR) sought to introduce a Pilot Agricultural Insurance Scheme. The Agricultural 
Development Bank (ADB) as one of the Ministry’s stakeholders was then mandated to 
commence a Pilot Project to determine the feasibility of introducing this scheme to the 
farming community.  Stakeholder meetings were held with ATTIC, farmers’ organisations, 
insurance companies and loss adjusters to address key issues with regards to the 
development of the Agricultural Insurance Scheme.  However, discussions did not include 
methods of non-traditional farming.  Although many meetings were held, due to several 
drawbacks, a Pilot Project for the Agricultural Insurance Scheme was not implemented.   
While the selection of the insurance company to administer the scheme was the most 
critical factor in moving forward, the insurance companies themselves needed to be 
guaranteed timely funding and reimbursement from the Government in order to buy into 
the Plan.   
 
In order for the insurance facility to be revisited, farmers would have to be educated on 

mitigating their losses, and trained in the non-traditional methods of farming,   Crop 

insurance is important for agriculture, as it allows producers to stay competitive and have 

some measure of financial security in the event of natural disaster.  The re-introduction 

of an Agricultural Insurance facility will assist the Ministry in achieving its mandate, since 

farmers will be more willing to invest in the sector knowing that risks from natural disasters 

will be mitigated.  The MALF will continue to hold discussions with ATTIC regarding a 

specific insurance facility for farmers pursuing both traditional and non-traditional 

methods of farming. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 34: We recommend that the MALF meet with stakeholders 

with a view to adequately defining non-traditional or non-mainstream agriculture 

for inclusion in the ensuing agriculture census. 

 

RESPONSE: The recommendation can be considered. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 36:  We recommend that special attention be given to security 

of tenure and the granting of leases to facilitate the ease of financing for Digital 

Agriculture. In this regard, we recommend that the COSL expedite leases for 

farmers who are involved in Digital Agriculture. Joint Select Committee on Land 

and Physical Infrastructure 121 
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RESPONSE: In addition to requiring adequate and trained land management staff, the 

Commissioner of State Lands (COSL) depends on a number of external agencies e.g. 

Director of Surveys, Town and Country Planning Division, Environmental Management 

Agency, Commissioner of Valuations and then the Chief State Solicitor drafts and 

executes a lease. As such the COSL cannot expedite leases to farmers unless these 

external factors are in place. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 37: We recommend that special attention be paid to probating 

ancestral property for young farmers interested in large scale digital farming and 

that adequate provisions be made to expedite the process. 

 

RESPONSE: Probating ancestral property is the responsibility of the Heirs and 

Successors of these properties. The COSL must be provided with the Grant of Probate 

or Letters of Administration and other legal documents before embarking on the 

execution of new leases. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 44: We recommend a gap analysis be implemented by the 

MALF to determine a comparative advantage to produce these agricultural items 

using non-traditional and digital agriculture. 

 

RESPONSE: The Gap analysis will not determine a comparative advantage with respect 

to production levels. In fact while there are farms that use some aspect of digital 

technology, there are no farms in the country that fully implement digital farming. 

RECOMMENDATION 46: We recommend that the policy being recommended at 

Recommendation No. 14 include provisions for production to be tied to ownership 

and control of lands. Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure 

135. 

 

RESPONSE: The current policy requires a Programme of Development (POD) that has 

been approved as being appropriate for the duration of the Standard Agricultural Lease 

(SAL). This POD is done by the prospective Lessee in consultation with the County 

State Lands Officers. 
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RECOMMENDATION 47: We further recommend that the policy take into account 

the required logistics for agricultural production. 

 

RESPONSE: The policy can take into account the required logistics for agricultural 

production provided that all the factors of production are met including market 

arrangements, land, labour, water, capital input, management and training in non-

traditional and digital farming.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 49: We recommend that the MALF collaborate with the UWI to 

establish a coordinating research body to advance agriculture in Trinidad and 

Tobago with a view of reducing imports and improving food security. 

 

RESPONSE: There is a role for collaboration between the two institutions on specific 

areas of research. The Research Division currently maintain informal collaborations with 

U.W.I and will welcome formal collaborations to advance local agriculture and improve 

food security to reduce our food imports.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 51: We recommend the use of retirees to assist in food 

production towards sustainability and recommend that the MALF establish a 

programme that will involve retirees. 

 

RESPONSE: This is a policy decision and the MALF will be guided by the directive of the 

Honourable Minister/Government concerning this matter. It should be noted that 

internationally emphasis is placed on the involvement of youth in agriculture, with such 

involvement linked to sustainability. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 52: We recommend that the MALF collaborate with the UWI to 
examine the business opportunities for the production of strawberries to share 
with farmers. 

 

RESPONSE: The Research Division is willing to engage in formal collaboration with 

UWI to examine the business opportunities not only for strawberries but also other crops 
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such as kale, arugula, swiss chard, spinach, lettuce, tomato, cucumber, green beans, 

pak choi, melons and peppers inter alia. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 53:  We recommend that the formal policy at 

Recommendation 14 include an ‘eat local’ policy. 

 

RESPONSE: The MALF can consider this recommendation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 54: We recommend that the MALF examine alternatives to the 

main imported commodities and implement initiatives to encourage consumers to 

use same. 

 

RESPONSE: This initiative was previously pursued. The initiative can be reviewed, 

improved and re-initiated. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 55: We recommend a database for ownership of land and land 

use to inform the targets for the required agricultural policy. 

 
 

RESPONSE: This matter is being addressed by the GIS Unit of the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Land and Fisheries. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 57: We recommend the productive use of land including lands 

at the EMBD and PSAEL for the promotion of non-traditional methods of farming 

including digital technology. 

 

RESPONSE:  The necessary infrastructure is required for example, high quality water, 

access roads and praedial larceny prevention etc. 

Applicants for agricultural state lands would be required to conform to a program of 

development that includes non-traditional farming methods. 
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RECOMMENDATION 58: We recommend that the MALF be the gatekeeper in the 

lifecycle of agriculture to ensure that farming is being driven to food security and 

to reduce reliance on food imports. 

 

RESPONSE: This will require increased regulation of agricultural production and sales 

inter alia, and require modification of existing operations of the MALF. 

MALF remain the gatekeeper to ensure food security and sustainability and reducing 

imports require collaboration with all stakeholders. 

The MALF can monitor the progress of these farmers to ensure that they are in 

accordance with agreed terms and conduct the necessary technical training. The MALF 

will also create linkages with affiliated agricultural agencies to guide with financial, 

compliance and marketing issues. 
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