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The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

MRDLG Ref.: 7/17/4 Vol. Il

August 24, 2020

Clerk of the House
Office of the Parliament
Parliamentary Complex
Cabildo Building

St. Vincent Street

Port of Spain

Attention: Ms. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Dear Madam

Re: The Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure
on an Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River Basins and
Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major Flooding over the Past

Years

Reference is made to the matter at caption and to your correspondence Parl: 14/3/73 Vol. IV dated
July 10, 2020.

The Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government hereby submits a response to the
recommendations made by the aforementioned Joint Select Committee in its Tenth Report.

Yours respectfully

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Rural Development & Local Government

encl.

Office of the Permanent Secretary
Kent House, Long Circular Road, Maraval, Trinidad W.I.
Tel/Fax (868) 622-7410/622-1979 Ext 3202/3207 E-mail: localgovpsi@gov it
Like and Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MOLGTT




MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Response to Recommendations of the Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land
and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for
Major River Basins and Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major
Flooding over the Past Years

JSC Recommendation
Page 63

12. We recommend that the Municipal Corporations and SWMCOL install additional
disposable bins for various types of waste at strategic locations.

MRDLG’s Response
The recommendation of the Committee is noted.

The Corporations are continuously involved in installing disposable bins at strategic
locations within the Municipalities. However, this exercise has been stymied within recent
times due to fiscal challenges. Additionally, the placing of bins has proven to be
retrogressive in some communities since this would have led to further indiscriminate
dumping as well as attracting vermin such as rats, cockroaches and flies. Public Health
officials at Corporations are therefore responsible for advising their respective Councils on
what measures are applicable to the challenges being confronted on a case by case scenario.

JSC Recommendation
Page 63

14. We recommend that the MoRDLG and the EMA collaborate to create stricter penalties
to treat with dumping.

MRDLG’s Response
The recommendation of the Committee is noted.

The Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government (MRDLG) recommends that
the Environmental Management Authority (EMA) take the lead in initiating this proposed
legislative action. However, while penalties should be increased as a deterrent, it is better
to have surety of sanctions as against severity of sanctions.



JSC Recommendation

Page 64
15. We concur with and recommend that the government agencies responsible for the
management of litter collaborate on a nationwide public education and sensitisation
programme.

MRDLG’s Response

16. The MRDLG recommends that the EMA take the lead in initiating this collaborative
process on establishing a nationwide public education and sensitisation programme.

JSC Recommendation

Page 70
17. We recommend that the MoWT, MoRDLG and the MoPD utilize the training and
expertise being offered by the UWI to find applicable solutions for treating with the
issue of flooding.

MRDLG’s Response

The MoRDLG would be quite eager and willing to capitalize on training opportunities
being offered by the UWI to address the challenges posed by flooding.

JSC Recommendation

Page 96
21. We recommend that the MoPD, MoWT, MoRDLG, MPU, ODPM and MET Office
collaborate for the preparation of spatial and flooding maps to prevent unnecessary
duplication and wastage of resources.

MRDLG’s Response

Due to the fledgling nature of its Geographic informations Systems (GIS) department, The
MRDLG recommends that the MoPD and the MoWT take the lead in this collaborative
exercise.

JSC Recommendation

Page 100
We recommend that the MoWT, MoRDLG, MALF, EMA, TCPD and MoNS work
collaboratively to exercise enforcement of penalties against deforestation practices,
excessive logging, quarrying, squatting and other illegal developments.



MRDLG’s Response

The MoRDLG recommends that the MALF and the EMA take the lead in this collaborative
exercise to enforce penalties against deforestation practices, illegal quarrying, squatting
and other illegal developments. The MRDLG sees the role of the Municipal Police as
being critical to the success of this initiative.

JSC Recommendation

Page 100
24. We recommend that the entities involved in flood alleviation collaborate in relation to
harvesting of flood water and harnessing this water in dams, storm water ponds and
other retention basins as a priority.

MRDLG’s Response

The MoRDLG recommends that the Drainage Division of the MoWT take the lead in this
collaborative exercise. The involvement of the MoRDLG in this area is limited to the
maintenance of secondary water courses/drains by Municipal Corporations, in addition to
their role as first responders during hydrometeorological / flooding events.

JSC Recommendation

Page 112
28. We recommend that the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL meet to discuss and agree
on a procedure for enforcing against illegal developments on State Lands.

MRDLG’s Response

The MRDLG recommends that the Commissioner of State Lands take the lead in this
initiating these discussions since all state land issues are within the remit of this department.
The MoRDLG will be responsible for coordinating with the fourteen (14) Municipal
Corporations in addressing the associated issues.

JSC Recommendation

Page 112
29. We recommend that the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL establish a shared database
that serves as a common register of illegal developments and a record of the actions
taken/being taken by the respective agencies to address the issued involved.



MRDLG’s Response

The MRDLG recommends that the Ministry of Planning and Development (MoPD) take
the lead in this establishing such a database primarily because the Town and Country
Planning Division (TCPD) falls within the remit of this Ministry. The MoRDLG will be
responsible for coordinating with the fourteen (14) Municipal Corporations in obtaining
the relevant data.

JSC Recommendation

Page 112

30. We recommend a discussion amongst the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL on the
identification and elimination of gaps in inter-agency coordination.

MRDLG’s Response

The MRDLG recommends that the Ministry of Planning and Development (MoPD)
take charge in this matter due to its leadership role in articulating the National
Development Strategy 2016-2030 (Vision 2030). This Ministry will be in the best
position to identify these gaps and formulate methods to ultimately eliminate them
through effective liaison with the other key stakeholders.

JSC Recommendation

Page 112

31. We recommend that the MoRDLG collaborate with the MoPD to empower and quip
its ACP with information regarding denied building applications for follow-up and
action accordingly.

MRDLG’s Response

This recommendation of the Committee is noted. Efforts are being made to ensure that
such collaboration between the MoORDLG and the MoPD would lead to a greater awareness
of cases of denied building applications throughout Trinidad. Awareness is a critical
forerunner to clinically dealing with breaches of the law in this regard at the Municipal
Corporation level. The Assistant Commissioner of Municipal Police would therefore be
able to play an active role in this matter in concert with his Commanders and Public Health
officials at the Corporations. However, while the Municipal Police may be able to follow
through with denied applications, if the issue of eviction comes to the fore, then a Court
order/sanction by the Court comes into play before the Police can engage the occupant.



JSC Recommendation

Page 114

32. We recommend that the MoWT, MoPD, MPU and MoRDLG collaborate on a study to
determine the cost of flooding. We further recommend that the UWI be approached to
spearhead the study.

MRDLG’s Response

The MoRDLG is in agreement that the UWI spearhead such a study and remains committed
to providing the requisite support upon the commencement of this exercise.

JSC Recommendation

Page 117
34. We also recommend the establishment of an institutional arrangement for the
coordination between the MET Office, DIQE, ODPM, TEMA and the
Regional/Municipal Disaster Management Units by way of a MoU.

MRDLG’s Response

The MoRDLG is in agreement to this recommendation and proposes that the Office of
Disaster Preparedness and Management (ODPM) play the leadership role in the
establishment of such an institutional arrangement. As the coordinating agency responsible
for dealing with disaster-related issues, the ODPM is already ideally poised to undertake
this responsibility.

JSC Recommendation
Page 131

46. We recommend that the DIQE collaborate with the MoPD and Municipal Corporations
to obtain information on the measures that can be implemented and the action that can
be taken to improve enforcement and education as it pertains to stormwater
management and control.

MRDLG’s Response
The MoRDLG will be willing to facilitate this collaborative initiative between the Division

of Infrastructure, Quarries and the Environment (DIQE), Tobago House of Assembly, and
the Municipal Corporations.



JSC Recommendation

Page 139
48. We recommend that the Councils to convene monthly meetings for members of the
public to express their views in an amicable setting.

MRDLG’s Response

The recommendation of the Committee is noted. However, the Chaguanas Borough
Corporation is the only municipality that currently facilitates members of the public in such
a manner at its monthly Buildings Committee Meetings. At these meetings, members of
the public are afforded the opportunity to ventilate their concerns to the political directorate
on matters associated with the Building Inspectorate of the Corporation. Such matters are
adjudicated upon and then referred to the Physical Infrastructure Committee for approval
by the Council.

The other Corporations have not seen the necessity in pursuing this approach. They
facilitate members of the public on Wednesdays during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. where members of the public can express their concerns to the Building Inspectorate.
If matters are unresolved, they can request an audience with the Council at the monthly
Statutory Meeting. Information received from these thirteen (13) Corporations indicate
that this system works satisfactorily.

JSC Recommendation

Page 139

49. We recommend that the TCPD be the final authority for approving developments and
not the Municipal Corporations.

MRDLG’s Response
This recommendation of the Committee is contradictory.

It is to be noted that the TCPD is currently the Land Use Planning Authority which grants
Final Planning Permission to applicants pursuing the development of land (i.e. through
building construction or subdivision of land). The Municipal Corporations, on the other
hand, are equipped with the staff and legislative ability to examine such applications to
ensure compliance to the relevant building regulations and in order to eventually grant a
Completion Certificate to the applicant.



Ironically, with the impending full proclamation of the Planning and Facilitation of
Development (PaFD) Act, the Town and Country Planning Act will eventually be repealed
and the TCPD will cease to exist. This legislative process will usher in the establishment
of Municipal Planning Agencies (MPAs) to be the final authority for approving simple
developments at Municipal Corporations while a National Planning Agency (NPA) would
be responsible for dealing with complex developmental issues.

Municipal Corporations, in collaboration with the MoPD, are currently in the process of
making the transition to the Construction Automation Permitting System which is intended
to be very customer-friendly. At present, Corporations are being put in a state of readiness
to implement this new system.

JSC Recommendation

Page 153
59. We recommend a thorough examination of the international and regional policies and
models for possible implementation.

MRDLG’s Response

This recommendation of the Committee is noted.

JSC Recommendation

Page 164

66. We further recommend that the MoPD and MoORDLG approach the Service
Commissions Department to expedite an increase in the number of Inspectors and
Enforcement Officers at the respective Ministries.

MRDLG’s Response
The MoRDLG has made several efforts over the years to expedite not just the increase in
the number of Inspectors but to seek the filling of vacancies of other critical positions. It
is encouraging that the size of the cadre of Municipal Police Officers has increased
significantly at Corporations and this could redound to more effective enforcement
measures being taken.



JSC Recommendation
Page 164

67. We recommend that the Councils of Municipal Corporations expedite enforcement
matters upon filing of same.

MRDLG’s Response

This recommendation of the Committee was communicated to the various Councils of
Municipal Corporations. However, understanding the independent nature of these political
directorates, adherence is not guaranteed. Nevertheless, there is some optimism that the
pursuit of enforcement action through moral suasion will be in the national interest.
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