Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Ministry of Public Utilities

Office of the Permanent Secretary

MPU 2/2/35 Vel. VI Temp.

August 24™, 2020

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel .
Clerk of the House

Office of the Parliament ‘
Parliamentary Complex

Cabildo Building

St. Vincent Street,

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Madam,

RE: The Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River Basins and Drainage
Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected 0 Major Flooding over the Past Years.

Reference is made to the matter at caption and to your letter Parl:14/3/73 Vol IV dated July 10, 2020 in
respect of same. ;

I acknowledge receipt of your letter and noted the contents which states in part that Standing Orders
110 (6) and 100 (6) of the House of Representatives and Senate respectively, require the Minister with
responsibility for the Ministry/Body reported on by a Joint Standing Committee to present to each
House a paper responding to the recommendations/comments contained in the Report.

In this regard, please find enclosed the written responses in relation to the present position on the
recommendations made by the Committee.

Kindly be informed that in accordance with your request an electronic copy of the report was submitted
to cothidlpariiament.org on 24" August 2020.

Yours faithfuily,

o e

4erm'anent Secretary (Ag.)
inistry of Public Utilities

One Alexandra Place, #1 Alexandra Street, St. Clair, Trinidad W.I. m
+ Tel: (B68) 628-9500 « Fax: (868) 628-6067
wehsite: www mpu.gov.it
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I Policies to Yreat with Flooding
Recommendation:

L Parliament be slerted o the Approval ol the Dealt National TWERM Policy 2018 (which
s already 2 vears overdug).

Ministerial Response:

The Draft National IWRA Policy 2018 was submitted to Cabinet for approval (January 2019),
A response will be provided to the JSC upon approval.

2 Vilood Management Plans
Recommendation:
2.8 MoWT consult with the MPU regarding the provisions for stonm water management and

drainage control measares o the TWRM Policy, 2008 to avoid duplication of resources
and fasks.

Ministerial Response:

The Drainage Division of MoWT formed part of the Cabinet-appointed Technical Steering
Committee with responsibility for drafting a revised IWRM Policy. Written comments were
also requested and obtained from the Coastal Protection Unit. The MPU remains available to
support any measures by the MoWT to effect the policy recommendations and implement
improved storm water management and drainage control measures in Trinidad and Tobago.

3 Current Litter Policy
Recommendation;

b MPU and SWMOOL publicise on its website the training provided by the Base
Convention Regional Centre on disposal of hazardous chemicals. :

Ministerial Response:

MPU and SWMCOL agree with this recommendation and will populate our websites with

contents as it relates to training provided by Basel Convention on the disposal of hazardous
chemicals.

Recommendation:

3.2 The Municipal Corporations and SWMCOL instalt additional disposal bins for various
types of waste ol strategie locations.

Ministerial Response:

While the remit for the installation of bins throughout the municipalities lies with the Municipal
Corporations, based on the recommendation of the Committee, SWMCOL will explore and
collaborate with the Municipal Corporations to explore the viability of this recommendation.




Recommendation:

b

3.4 Government agencies responsible for the management of lller colisborale on a
naticowide public cducation and seasitisation progranume,

Ministerial Response:

SWMCOL with the support of the MPU is scheduled to commence a nationwide public
education programme similar to its “No Pollution Resolution Campaign of 2019” which is
aimed at addressing the problem of littering while simultaneously advising on the process of
gaining incentives, as it relates to the proposed beverage container refund deposit system.
Given the current environment that COVID 19 has created and the financial constraints, the
Ministry and SWMCOL will have to develop innovative means for a nationwide public
education and sensitisation programme. The discussion on this recommendation will continue
to ensure it is initiated safely and in a cost effective manner. '

4. The UWIEs Inttintives

Recommendation:

4 MPU submit Lo the UWI the Climale Change Yarlability Studies for Trinidad and

Tobago for recommendations fo improve the studies with specilic reference 1o the
impact of climate change on Hooding and Hood management,

Ministerial Response:

The Climate Change Variability Studies for Trinidad and Tobago was initiated by the Ministry
of Planning and Development, which engaged all Agencies involved in climate change on
flooding and flood management. The information on this study is lodged with the MPD.

Recommendation:

4.2 VIPU coliaborate with the MoWT and UW o conduct an assessment of the country’s
Hood risk which Includes an examination of the entire river basin syslem Lo provide
integrated water management solutions requice o control and manags slorm waler
Hows,

Ministerial Response:

Currently there exist a Community Flood Early Warning System (CFEWS), which establishes
streamflow stations and crest gauges to collect flood data which assist in the country’s flood
risk assessment, inclusive of an examination of the entire river basin system. This system was
undertaken by the WRA partnering with MoRDLG and in collaboration with MoWT (Drainage
Division and Highways Division), ODPM and MET Office.




S Maps and Models on Flood Plains in Trinidad and Tobage

Recommendation:

S0 MoPD, MoW, MoRDLG, MPUL ODPRM and MET Olfice coliaborate for the
preparaiton of spatial and Tooding maps o prevent unnecessary duplication and wastage
of resources,

Ministerial Response:

This collaboration is already occurring and has resulted in the development of the Community
Flood Early Waming System (CFEWS) by the WRA partnering with MoRDLG and in
collaboration with MoWT (Drainage Division and Highways Division). One of the pillars
which will be undertaken by the ODPM and MET is the development of streamflow stations
and crest gauges to collect flood data and information for early warning and flood map
preparation, which will be utilised by each entity to inform and develop their respective
initiatives.

& Jmpact of Climate Change on Trinidad and Tobago
Recommendation:

6.0 The entities involved in ood alfeviation collaborate i relation o harvesting of flood
walers and harmessing this water in dams, storn waler potds and other retention basins

as o priogily,
Ministerial Response:

The MPU has been working closely with the MoW'T fo explore options for the implementation
of the Multi-Purpose Flood Mitigation and Water Supply Reservoir at Ravine Sable Sand Pit,,
Caparo. The Multi-Purpose Reservoir is a viable solution to circumvent the damage to life and
property caused by disastrous flood events, and by storing and utilising flora water to address
water supply shortages.

Recommendation:

6.2 Al current studies and reviews on Hlood control and alleviation should consider the full
wnpact of high inlensity rainfall patierns due o climate change and clearly identify
measures (o mitigate against factors introduced by such change.

Ministerial Response:

All current studies and reviews on flood control and alleviation are considered when measures
to mitigate against factors introduced by climate change are being developed. The services of
the MET will continue to implement this recommendation.




7 The Studies to Determine the Cost of Flooding to the Country

Recommendation:

70 MoW T, MoPD MU and MolDEG collabomte on o study o determine the cost of

Hoodmg, Further vecommend that the W be approached (o spoarhead the study.

Ministerial Response:

The MPU will collaborate with the mentioned Agencies and UWT to determine the cost of
flooding.

8 Stakeholder Collaboration on the Issue of Flooding

Recommendation:

8.1 Establishment of an institutional arrangement for the coordination between the MY
Offiee, DIQE. OBPM, TEMA and the Regional/Municipal Disaster Management Units
by way of an MO,

Ministerial Response:

The MPU will explore and facilitate the build out of this recommendation by way of an MOU
with the identified Agencies,

9 Inifiatives

Recommendation:

9.0 The establishment of o Water Resources Management Authority thal is founded on the
principles of TWRM

Ministerial Response:

One of the four pillars of IWRM as prescribed by the Global Water Partnership is the

development of an Institutional Framework which gives effect to policies, strategies, and

legislation. The 2018 Policy document recommends the establishment of an independent

institution to manage water. With approval of the Policy, the legislation will then have to be
drafted to give effect to IWRM and the governing institution.

Recommendation:
9.2 Provisions for bis Authority be included in the legistation proposed at Recommendation

2
Ministerial Response:

A draft Water Resources Management Bill was developed in 2005 but required revision. Based
on the 2018 Draft National IWRM Policy, any legal instrument should provide for the
management of all sources of water including flood and storm waters. The IWRM legal




instrument should also specifically provide for inter-institutional linkages as it is one of the
more critical elements of comprehensive water resources management.

F

10 fnternational and Regional Standsrds for Flood Alleviation
Recommendation:

HOU1 Thorough examination of the nternational and regional policies and models For possible
implementation in Trinidad and Tobago

Ministerial Response:

The IWRM approach, which is the cornerstone of the draft IWRM Policy 2018, is an
internationally accepted best practice for managing water resources. IWRM consolidates all
the cross-cutting elements of water to encompass the physical, social and economic dimensions
of a country’s development. IWRM also stipulates that an Enabling Enviroament, Institutional
Framework, Management Instruments and Financial Instruments must be provided to ensure
that water is comprehensively managed to meet competing socio-economic and environmental
demands. The draft IWRM Policy 2018 also aligns with a number of international conventions
and agendas, specifically the UN’s Sustainable Development Agenda 2030, the SAMOA
Pathway, The national Development Strategy (Vision 2030) and recommendations of
CARICOM’s Council for Trade and Economic Development (COTED).
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