GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND ENERGY INDUSTRIES

Head Office: International Waterfront Centre, Level 26, Tower C, Energy Trinidad and Tobago
#1 Wrightson Road, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
Telephone (868) 225-4334 Facsimile (868) 225-5746

EEI: 3/4/191
28 August 2020

Mrs. Jacqui Sampson- Meiguel
Clerk of the House

Office of the Parliament
Parliamentary Complex

Cabildo Building

St. Vincent Street

Port of Spain

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Dear Ms. Sampson- Meiguel,

Re: The Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure
on an Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River Basins and
Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major Flooding over the Past
Years

Reference is made to your letter dated July 10, 2020 on the subject matter at caption.

Please find attached the Ministry’s written response to the recommendations of the Committee.

Yours respectfully,

Mrs. Penelope Bradshaw- Niles
Permanent Secretary (Ag)



The Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on
an Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control Measures for Major River Basins and
Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago subjected to Major Flooding over the Past
Years

Recommendation:

62. We recommend that the MoWT work collaboratively with the MEEI and the MoNS to
address the following issues:
- illegal/unregulated quarrying;
- encroachment of river reserves; and
- backfilling and illegal diversion of watercourses.

Response:

The Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries (MEEI) agrees with the recommendation
prescribed by the JSC that collaboration is required to address these problems. The
aforementioned issues are usually discussed via a case by case basis or brought for discussion at
the Minerals Advisory Committee (MAC) if it 1s mining or processing related. The MEEI liaises
with the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service (TTPS) via a multi-agency task force for
conducting enforcement operations and developing procedures against illegal mining and mining
related activities. A multi-agency approach is currently being undertaken to discuss illegal
processing operations in watercourses and other related matters. The multi-agency task force for
conducting enforcement operations comprises of the following agencies: MEEI, Trinidad and
Tobago Police Service (TTPS), Commissioner of State Lands Office, Environmental
Management Authority and Director of Surveys.



