


   

 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

 

Responses to recommendations on the Tenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on 

Land and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into Flood Alleviation and Control 

Measures for Major River Basins and Drainage Catchments in Trinidad and Tobago 

subjected to Major Flooding over the Past Years. 

 

Recommendation 22: 

 

The MoWT, MoRDLG, MALF, EMA, TCPD and MoNS work collaboratively to 

exercise enforcement of penalties against deforestation practices (excessive 

logging, quarrying, squatting and other illegal developments). 

 

Response:  

 

The Forestry Division in its Forest Act, Chapter 66:01 (8) Offences and Procedure has 

stipulated penalties for illegal activities against deforestation practices. The Act states as 

follows: 

8. Any person who –  

a) pastures or permits cattle to trespass; 

b) fells, cuts, girdles, marks, lops, taps or bleeds any tree or injures by fire or 

otherwise any tree of timber; 

c) cause any damage by negligence in felling any tree or cutting or dragging any 

timber; 

d) kindles, keeps or carries any fire except at such seasons and in such manner as 

the Minister may from time to time notify; 

e) subjects to any manufacturing process or transports or removes any forest 

produce; or 

f) enters a prohibited area,  

is liable to a fine of twenty thousand dollars if the act was committed in a Forest Reserve 

or State lands.  

The Forestry Division continues to collaborate with other agencies including the EMA, 

TTPS and Commissioner of State Lands on field inspections to help deter and combat 

deforestation practices. Once caught, offenders are formally charged and placed before 
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the courts. The authority for squatting, quarrying and illegal development does not fall 

under the remit of the Forestry Division or office of the Conservator of Forests. 

Recommendation 23: 

 

The MALF implement a rehabilitation/reforestation programme aimed at restoring 

areas that have been severely affected by deforestation.  

 

Response: 

 

The Forestry Division is the sole authorized agency with the objective of ensuring the 

sustainable management of Trinidad and Tobago’s forest resource. In addition to 

promoting sustainability, other management activities are directed at improving the quality 

of life of the citizens through the protection of ecological processes that add value to the 

social, economic, cultural and spiritual needs. 

The Division is the steward for both natural and plantation forests occurring on State 

lands, and promotes the establishment for private forests by landowners. Within Trinidad 

there are six (6) conservancies that manage the forested lands. Management strategies 

differ based on the forest type and utilization. Natural State forests are maintained 

primarily for the protection of watersheds and other ecological processes with some 

sustainable harvesting allowed. Plantation forests of Teak, Pine and other hardwood 

species are established and managed for sustainable harvesting. Of the six 

conservancies, five permit harvesting of forest vegetation on State lands with the 

exception of the North West Conservancy (NWC). 

Apart from the managed harvesting of forest products, the major causes of deforestation 

in Trinidad are unplanned housing, unsustainable agricultural techniques, quarrying and 

forest fires. All these activities are anthropogenic in nature, and even though forests can 

regenerate naturally over time the rate of deforestation and the need for a continued 

support of ecological processes necessitate that denuded areas are replanted by the 

Division in order to negate the negative effects.  

Presently, the Forestry Division has a PSIP vote E014 – Commercial Repository which 

merges all reforestation and regeneration activities island wide. In 2020 the PSIP vote 

had an allocation of $5,000,000 and aims at planting 250 ha of forests islandwide.  
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Recommendation 28: 

 

The MoRDLG, MoPD, LSD and CoSL meet to discuss and agree on a procedure for 

enforcing against illegal developments on State Lands. 

 

Response: 

 

Kindly note that we have not met with all the relevant parties listed to discuss and agree 

on a procedure for enforcing against illegal developments on State Lands. The 

Commissioner of State Lands has met virtually with both the Land Settlement Agency 

and the Town and Country Planning Division on various issues relating to State Lands. 

The proposed meeting to deal with illegal developments is one that has been somewhat 

difficult to facilitate due to the current restrictions implemented due to the Coivid-19 

pandemic as well as the recently concluded General Elections. 

It should be noted however that the Town and Country Planning Division has in the past, 

conducted a workshop on Flood Alleviation and Control measures for Major River Basins 

and Drainage catchments in Trinidad and Tobago. This workshop would have included 

all relevant stakeholders and focused on the major flooding areas in Trinidad and Tobago 

over the past couple of years. 

 

Recommendation 29: 

 

The MoRDLG, MoPD, LSA and CoSL establish a shared database that serves as a 

common register of illegal developments and a record of the actions taken/being 

taken by the respective agencies to address the issues involved.   

 

Response: 

 

The Commissioner of State Lands does not have a database that can be shared at this 

point in time. We have been informed that the Town and Country Planning Division is 

working on a comprehensive database, but that has not been completed to date. The 

Commissioner of State Lands is in the process of updating the database of Court matters 
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in relation to squatting matters filed at the various Magistrates’ Courts in Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

Recommendation 30: 

 

A discussion amongst the MoRDLG, MoPD, LSD and CoSL on the identification and 

elimination of gaps in inter-agency coordination. 

 

Response: 

 

The Commissioner of State Lands has engaged in continued dialogue with the Land 

Settlement Agency on illegal developments on State Lands in contravention of the State 

Lands Act including the litany of constraints that the Commissioner of State Lands is 

inhibited by, including but not limited to the lack of a demolition crew. As such, our actions 

are limited to serving Quit Notices which in itself is not an effective method of reducing 

illegal developments on State Lands.  

The Land Settlement Agency has retained a demolition crew that can only carry out 

demolitions with an Inspector of State Lands present. The Land Settlement Agency has 

further indicated that due to limited funding, its resources cannot be used to support the 

activities of the Commissioner of State Lands. This is definitely one of the gaps between 

the Land Settlement Agency and the Commissioner of State Lands.  
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