OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARY

Level 14, Eric Williams Financial Building, Independence Square, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, WI
Tel: 612 3000 ext. 2016/1329 Fax: 623 8123

PL&D: 6/12/3 Vol. VI

Junec;z(? tK,2020

Mrs. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Clerk of the House

Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Parliamentary Complex,

Cabildo Building,

St. Vincent Street,

Port of Spain

Dear Mrs. Sampson-Meiguel,

The Ninth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquiry into the Policies for the Promotion of Non-Traditional Methods of farming
including Digital Farming Technology

Reference is made to your email dated April 28, 2020 on the captioned subject.

In this regard, please find attached the response of the Ministry of Planning and Development to
the recommendation contained in the Ninth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and
Physical Infrastructure on an inquiry into the policies for the promotion of non-traditional methods
of farming including Digital Farming Technology.

Yours sincerely

et manent Secretary
Ministry of Planning and Development

Enc.
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Response to the Ninth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical
Infrastructure on the Inquiry into the Policies for the promotion of Non-Traditional
Methods of Farming including Digital Farming Technology

SECTION: SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS (page 30)

RECOMMENDATION: No. 3

3) The MALF and the DFPFF, THA meet with the PS, MoPD regarding the data that is required
to be captured by the national census including the level of non-traditional methods of farming
being used, the percentage of farmers involved in non-traditional method of farming and the types
of non-traditional methods of farming being used.

RESPONSE:

The Central Statistical Office of the Ministry of Planning and Development (CSO) plans to
conduct the 2021 Population, Housing and Agriculture Census next year and agrees that it would
be practical to include a module on non-traditional agriculture.

The data to be collected during the census can include: -
% the level of non-traditional methods of farming being used,
% the percentage of farmers involved in non-traditional methods of farming and
+¢ the type of non-traditional methods of farming being used.

The Senior Statistician in the Population, Social and Vital Statistics Division of the CSO will be
instructed to include the MALF and the DFPFF, THA in the Technical Working Group (TWG) for
the 2021 Population, Housing and Agricultural Census. This measure will allow these bodies to
represent their views and make technical contributions towards the content of the census

instrument.



