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June 25,2020

The Honourable Bridgid Mary Annisette-George, MP
Speaker of the House

Speaker’s Chamber

Office of the Parliament

Parliamentary Complex, The Red House

St Vincent Street
Port of Spain

Dear Speaker

The Eighth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on
an Inquiry into the effectiveness of measures in place to reduce traffic congestion on the
Nation’s Roads

Reference is made to your letter Parl.: 14/3/73 Vol. IlI dated February 12, 2020 on the captioned
subject.

In this regard, please find attached the Ministerial Responses to the recommendations of the Joint
Select Committee (JSC) contained in the Eighth Report of the JSC on Land and Physical
Infrastructure on an Inquiry into the effectiveness of measures in place to reduce traffic congestion
on the Nation’s Roads. An electronic copy of the responses will be e-mailed to the Parliament via

coth(@ttparliament.org.

I apologize for the delay in responding and regret any inconvenience.

Sincerely

; ‘//—\‘_ﬁ“//‘
Honourable Cherrie-= Crichlow-Cockburn, M.P.
Minister in the Ministry of Planning and Development
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Level 14, Eric Williams Einance Blilding Independence Sauare, Port ©f Spain; Republic of Irinidad and Tebago
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Ministerial responses to recommendations contained in the Eighth Report of the
Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into
the effectiveness of measures in place to reduce Traffic Congestion on the
Nation’s Roads

SECTION 1: TRAFFIC PATTERNS IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND THE
RESPECTIVE MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS TO CONGESTION

Recommendation 2 (Page 36):

We recommend meetings amongst the various stakeholders to explore the concept of

decentralization.

Response:

Decentralization is envisaged with the introduction of the new Planning and Facilitation of
Development Act (2014). Under this Act and the Planning and Facilitation of
Development (Amendment) Act (2019), development control powers will be devolved to
the fourteen (14) Municipal Planning Authorities in Trinidad. The Municipal Planning
Authorities will have the authority to, inter alia, treat with applications for Simple
Development.

Recommendation 8 (Page 45):

We recommend that the Ministry of Planning and Development collaborate with the MoWT
and the MoRDLG regarding the development of an integrated land use transportation
policy.

Response:

The Ministry of Planning and Development (MPD) acknowledges the findings and
recommendations of the Committee regarding long term measures for reducing traffic
congestion. It should be noted that work has begun in this regard. The Town and Country
Planning Division (TCPD) has been a key stakeholder in the development of the Terms of
Reference (TOR) for the National Transportation Policy, as well as, that of a
comprehensive National Transportation Plan for Trinidad and Tobago. The TCPD



provided technical land use expertise and guidance on current development trends, growth
poles and areas for future development according to existing polices and the Spatial
Planning Agenda of the National Spatial Development Strategy (2013).

The Terms of Reference for both the National Transportation Policy and the National
Transportation Plan along with other documentation are currently being reviewed by
technical teams from the Ministry of Works and Transport (MoWT), the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) and the CAF Development Bank of Latin America.

Recommendation 10 (Page 49):

We recommend that the MoWT collaborate with the Ministry of the Attorney General and
Legal Affairs and the Ministry of Planning and Development regarding the development
of laws to mandate developers to submit traffic impact assessment or to implement the
necessary measures to prevent any blockages to the flow of traffic caused by any

development.

Response:

The MPD is in agreement with the underlying sentiments of this Recommendation.
However, under the current planning legislation, the Town and Country Planning Act
(Chapter 35:01 of 1969), the Honourable Minister could mandate, as a condition of
approval, that a traffic impact assessment must be submitted or the implementation of
relevant measures to prevent any blockages to the flow of traffic. Unless these conditions
are met, the proposed development cannot be approved by the MoWT and the relevant
Regional Corporation. Further, the new partially proclaimed planning legislation, the
Planning and Facilitation of Development Act, No. 10 of 2014, also contains similar
requirements. In addition, the objectives of this Recommendation can also be achieved
through the Environmental Management Authority’s (EMA) requirements for a Certificate
of Environmental Clearance (CEC).

Nevertheless, the TCPD through the Legal Unit of the MPD is prepared to collaborate with
the MoWT and the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs regarding the
development of other laws pertinent to this Recommendation.

Recommendation 11 (Page 50):

We recommend that the MoWT collaborate with the Ministry of Planning and Development
to develop a strategy for the conduct of a National Household Survey by the Central
Statistical Office (CSO) every three to five years.



Response:

The Central Statistical Office (CSO) has historically collaborated with Ministries,
Departments and Agencies in the conduct of household surveys. The CSO has formally
indicated its willingness to advise and assist with the conduct of a benchmark survey at the
fixed periodic intervals consistent with this Recommendation. To this end, an initial
discussion was held with a representative from both the MoWT and CSO. It was agreed
that subsequent to the determination of preliminary survey requirements by the MoWT,
both parties would meet to discuss the nature and scope of the collaboration. These
discussions would include financing and assignment of survey responsibilities. It should
be noted that the collaboration will need to take into account the work programme and
survey schedules of the CSO.

SECTION 2: THE MEASURES IN PLACE TO REDUCE TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND
TO DETERMINE WHETHER THESE MEASURES ARE EFFECTIVE

Recommendation 37 (Page 84):

We recommend that the MoWT collaborate with the PTSC, MoRDLG and the Ministry of
Planning and Development to explore the concept of ridesharing using authorised taxis to
reduce safety risks to commuters and in areas where transportation is unavailable.

Response:

The MPD notes this Recommendation. However, the MPD is of the view that this
Recommendation is outside its ambit and would be best addressed by the MoWT, PTSC

and MoRDLG.
SECTION 4: CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH REDUCING TRAFFIC
CONGESTION

Recommendation 48 (Page 100):

We recommend that the MoWT meet with the Ministry of Planning and Development, Town
and Country Planning Division and the MoRDLG to discuss the feasibility of forwarding
all land approvals to the MoWT to determine whether they infringe on any roadway and



can contribute to traffic congestion and to provide guidance on outlines for the respective
developments.

Response:

As a standard operating procedure of TCPD, applications for major land development are
forwarded to the Traffic Management Branch (TMB) of the MoWT. Depending on their
location for development, applications are also forwarded to the Highways Division. In
addition, the TMB currently has a module under the Automated Construction Permitting
System (ACPS), branded DevelopTT whereby the TMB, along with the Historical
Restoration, Drainage, Highways and the Construction Divisions provide the criteria
required for approval. These criteria are also utilized by the TCPD as conditions for each

approval.

It should be noted that the Historical Restoration, Drainage, and Highways Divisions play
advisory and regulatory roles, while the TMB and Construction Division play a regulatory
role as it pertains to application processing and approvals.

Recommendation 51 (Page 104):

We recommend that the MoWT discuss the issue of billboards on private lands in detail
with the Ministry of Planning and Development and Town and Country Planning Division
with an aim of concluding the matter.

Response:

It should be noted that the MoWT cannot take enforcement action on private lands as this
responsibility falls under the purview of the TCPD. However, the TMB has provided input
towards the comprehensive review on the policy relating to billboards. Further, the TCPD
is in the process of reviewing the overall National Advertisement Policy, and has included
standards and guidelines for treating with electronic billboards and illuminated signs.

After extensive consultation regarding the restricted areas, enforcement of the overall
policy, and ultimately Ministerial Approval, the TCPD will be closer to bringing closure
to the matters pertaining to billboards.



